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Bo6iloi cuasoan gia nhan dip taiban

Cung ban doc than mén,

bé dap ung yéu cau ctia mét s6 quy vi, nhat la nhting vi
6 ngoai Quan Cam, noi tiéu thu da s6 4n ban trong lan in
thu nhat, toi da dong y cho tai ban soan phdm nay véi mot
vai subd tuc theo tai liéu mdi nhan duoc.

Toi dac biét cdm on nhung y kién xay dung ma quyvi da
néu lén trong thu riéng, dién thoai, hay trong budi ra mat
sach... nham gép y vé noi dung cuoén sach véi muc dich
cho n6 hoan chinh hon ¢ cdc 1an tai ban. Nhan day toi xin
phép dugc nhac lai hai y kién cé vé theo hai chiéu huéng
trdi nguoc, nhung tuu trung déu do haoy. Vaxin c6 doi 16i
giai thich, mong quy vi khong cho rang toi c6 chap.

Trudchét, trong phantudo phdtbiéuykiénbudiramat
sach tai Quan Cam cé moét vi phé binh la tac phdm thiéu
16i khen tiéng ché ctia dai chung, chi néu ykién cua 26 tac
gia co tén tudi. Vi d6 con khang dinh: néu dai chung duoc
hoi y thi chac chan sé khen Téng thong Ngo6 Dinh Diém.
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Thémvao do, chi cach day hai tuan téilai nhan duocld thu
gop y cua nha van ntt Hoang Thi bdo Tiép cung co y kién
tuong tu. Toixin phép quyvivaba Tiép dugc trich nguyén
van mot doan trong 14 thu ma ba noi la ba viét voi vang
6 s6 lam: “Nhung c6 diéu chdu cdm thdy rdang néu cu trich
duoc 107 ciia nhitng nguoi linh tron, cia nhing nguoi dan qué
dot ndt... nhan xét vé vi lanh dao cila minh thi cing rdt nén...
Nhitng nguoi khong biét, khong no hai ong, thuong éng nhdt
la c6 trong s6 nguoi dot ndt, thdp co bé miéng. Chdu lic dé hay
con bé qud va song 6 dudi qué, nhung chdu nhé chdu cd thdy
mot ba cu nhai trau, mom som vi rung hét rang ma khoc ong
Diém nhu khoc cha chét vay.”

bo cunglaykién cuanhiéuvikhac matoirattanthanh.
Tiéc rang chua thé thuc hién duoc trong lan tai ban nay.

Muén danh cho ‘bai Chung’ mét chuong, ta phai co du
thi gio, phuong tién va co héi vé vung qué Viét Nam mot
chuyén va 6 do trong mot thoi gian khd 1au dé phong van
nhiéu ngudi, du dé noi rang ho dai dién cho ‘bai Chung’,
dong thoi bao dam rang ho duoc tu do néi lén y nghi chan
that ctia ho. Téi e rang trong ché d¢ hién nay ma moi nguoi
phai ton tho “Bac va bang” it ¢6 ai du can dam noi nguogc
lai duong16i tuyén truyén chéng “My Diém” ctia dang. Con
néu ta chi phong van moét s6 nguoi 6 Hai Ngoai thi thiét
nghi nhting “linh tron, nguoi dan qué mua dét ndt” rat
hiém, néu khong phai la chang c6 ai, vi ho dau co duoc My
cho di dinh cu theo dién HO hay cé du vang dé vuot bién.

Connéu chican cuvao 16i noi cia moét s6 nguoi roi néu
thém y kién cht quan ciia minh thi so rang khong du tinh
thuyét phuc d6i véi nhung nguoi thich cai gi cing phai
“N6i co sach méch c6 chung”.
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Tuy nhién néu cé thé nédi dan calaykién ctia dan gian,
ctia dai chung thi cau ca dao: “Mot mai mua ra tan Ho, Lia
lén Ngo tot, dn Ngo no long” manhavan cong san hoi chanh
Xuan Vi néu lén trong “Mang nguoi La rung” dugc trich
lai trong chuong cu6i cung c6 thé dap lai mot phan su
mong moi ctia cdc vi noi trén. Ngoai ra con nhiing 16i cua
cuu dai tuéng Duong Van Minh, ctiia 6ng H6 Sy Khug, cua
cuu trung tuéng Tran Van bon... (la nhung nguoilam dao
chinhlat 6ng Diém va/hoackichliét da kich 6ng) ndive su
dan qué chat phéc, cac ba giau tinh cam, v.v. mén thuong
ong Diém ma néu quy vi doc ky cac chuong lién hé sé cho
thay 1a toi da khong bo qua y kién cua nguoi dan ngheo,
nguoi dan qué mua dot nat. Chi tiéc khong du nhiéu dé
mo mot chuong riéng.

***

Y kién thu hai ma t6i mudén néu lén ¢ day la nhan xét
cua mot nha vat ly ¢ Virginia trong moét cudc dién dam.
Ong néi 6ng vira doc dén (trang 248, 4n ban thang 5)
phan dau cia chuong cudi, Loi ban chung, noinéivé thiéu
tuéng D6 Mau. Ong bao: Du 6ng D6 Mau viét gi ching
nua ciing khong nén nodi éng ta... dap dau vao dd. Va nha
vat ly lay lam tiéc rang soan gia “thiéu vo tu, da dat vao
do qua nhiéu cam tinh, lam mat tinh khach quan ma moét
tdc phdm lich st loai nay can c6.” Trong budi ra mat sach
ngay 10 thang 5 nam 1998 tai Quan Cam to6i da thuat lai
chuyén nay véi cu toa va nhan khuyét diém. Tuy nhién toi
cung trinh bay nhting ly do va dong luc khién to6i ¢ luc
chu quan, thiéu tram tinh.(Xin xem phu luc). Trong lan
tai ban nay doc gia sé khong con thay may tu “via dap dau
vao da” trong cau nhan xét vé thiéu tuéng D6 Mau nua.
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Chac ban doc cung dong y véi toi la mot nguoi lam cong
tdc van hoc ma doéi tugng thuong 1a xa hoéi loai nguoi, la
nhting con nguoi c6 “hyno ai cu di 6 duc” thi kho ma tuyét
doikhdch quan nhu mét ngudilam cong tac khoahoc vatly
ma doi tuong 1a nhung vat vo hon, vo tri vo gidc. Hon nita
doi tuong ctia soan phdm nay 1a nhing nhan vat lich stt c6
lién hé mat thiét dén cudc chién tranh Viét Nam, mot cude
chién lam trén hai triéu nguoi chét vi bom dan, gan moét
triéu nguoi chét vi tu day va vuot bién, bo thay trén rung
hay lam moi cho ca dudi bién. Cudc chién do nay da cé du
bang chung rang néu nhung nguoi nhu 6ng b6 Mau khong
tiép tay cho ngoai nhan lat d6 va sat hai Téng Thong Ngo
binh Diém thi rat c6 thé da tranh duogc. Vi vay trong khi
cam buit malong nhiing nghi téi nan nhan chién cudc trong
dé cé minh va gia dinh minh, ban be minh, rat c6 thé la toi
da néi gian ma khong hay, tt tiém thuc, cho nén méi bao
ong b6 Mau dap dau vao da. Thuc ra déy cting chinh 1a cam
nghi cta toi khi doc cuén Viét Nam mau lta qué huong toi
nhu t6i da chung minh é nhiing trang sau do.

Conrat nhiéuykién khac khong kém phan xac dang va
c¢ tinh cdch xay dung da dugc néu lén trong budi ra mat
sach va trong cdc cudc di¢n dam va hang chuc 14 thu. T6i
xin ghi nhan va chan thanh cdm on quy vi da c6 nha ynéu
lén. Tiéc rang toi khong thé dé cap hét ¢ day duoc.

Ngoai nhan xét vé thiéu tuéng D6 Mau vua néu,vé co
ban soan pham khong c6 gi thay doi so voi lan xuat ban
dautién. Nhung cting cé mét vai bé tuc nho dé tang cuong
cho phan chung cu dugc phong phu va da dang hon, theo
nhung tailiéu mdi thunhan dugce. Do d6 soan phdm co dai
thém do 50 trang.
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V¢i thoi gian va su quan tam gop y ctia ban doc, chung
toi hy vong moi 1an tai ban lai ¢6 thém diéu méi lam cho
tdc phdm cang ngay cang hoan chinh hon.

California ngay 9 thang 9 ndm 1998
Minh V6



LSi gidi thiéu
cua giao su Ton That Thién

ot du kién ma tat cad nhung nguoi Viét sinh song lau
nam 6 nudc ngoai déu biét, 14y lam buodn phién, va
khong thay d6i duoc la: con cdi ctia ho biét rat it va rat
16 mo vé Viét Nam. Va néu chung sinh va 1én 1én 6 ngoai
quoc thi chinglai cang khong biét gi vé xi sé ctia cha me.
Co tinh trang vua noi trén vi hai ly do chinh. Mot la:
Viét Nam khong phai 1a noi “chén nhau cat rén” cua cdc
tré: chung sinh va 16n 1én trong mot moi truong khac
voi moi truong cua cha me chung; ban hoc, ban choi
cta chung phan dong, ma c6 khi hoan toan, khong phai
la nguoi géc Viét; va chuong trinh hoc cua chung khong
hudng vao Viét Nam. Hai la: ching khong bat buoc phai
dung tiéng Viét, dan dan khong noi thao tiéng Viét, varét
cuc khong muon dung tiéng Viét, ngay ca trong gia dinh.
Néu khong dung tiéng Viét tat nhién khong thé biét,
nhat la khong thé hiéu tuong tan, chuyén Viét Nam duoc
vi bat buoc phai doc sach ngoai ngtt. Ma sach viét bang
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ngoai ngtt, phan 16n la tiéng Anh, do tac gia nguoi ngoai
quéc soan thao, thi hau hét khong noi dung su that, hay
khong néi hét su thuc, hodc vo tinh noi sai su thuc, va, té
hon ntra, mot s6 rat 1én c6 y xuyén tac su thuc, chinéi xau
khong noi tot vé nudc Viét Nam va nguoi Viét Nam. Su
kién nay gay cho thanh nién Viét Nam mot mac cam xau
hé vé xu sd, dan toc, cha me minh.

Muoén sua déi tinh trang noi trén, phai c6 nhiéu sach
do nguoi Viét soan thao, va viét mét cdch dung dan - suu
khao cong phu tuong tan, trinh bay moét cach mach lac,
day du, khdch quan, ly luan chat che, dung loi lé dung
dan - thay vi bat chap ding sai, phai trai, khong ton trong
nguyeén tac “noi co sach mach cé ching”, da kich, lang ma
bura bai, dungloile bat nha, tho tuc, v.v. Chi c6 nhung sach
soan thao va viét mot cach dung dan mdi duge nhiing
thu vién trudng liét vao loai “kha kinh”, mua va dat lén
ké sach cua thu vién ho ma khong bi khién trach 1a dung
ngan sach nha truong dé mua “trash” (do6 rac).

***

Tat nhién nhung sdch dung dan, dung tiéu chudn “kha
kinh”, cé nhiéu hy vong dugc dua lén ké sach cua céc thu
vién ngoai quoc 16n néu viét bang ngoai ngit hon la bang
tiéng Viét. Nhung nhting tdc phadm viét bang tiéng Viét
cung c6 hy vong duoc céc thu vién d6 chap nhan néu duogc
nhanvién thuvién chuyénvé A dongxac nhanlano thucsu
c6 gid tri. Néu duoc dich ra ngoai ngt thi no lai cang nhiéu
hyvong dugc chdp nhan hon nta. Nhu vay, trén ké sach ctia
cacthuviénlon cé thém nhung tac pham giup doc gia, nhut
14 cdc thanh nién VN, kiém diém su dung sai ctia nhung
diéu néu ra trong cac tdc phdm ngoai quoc, va cé dugc mot
quan diém can bang, trung thuc, vé xit sé cia cha me minh.
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Vi ly do trén, téi rat vui va mung khi nhan dugc ban
thao cua quyén Ngo Dinh Diém: Loi khen, tiéng ché cua ong
Minh Vo, va téi ldy lam han hanh dugc 6ng dy moi gici
thi¢u tac phdm nay.

Trudc ngay nhan dugc ban thao ndi trén, toéi khong hé
quen, va cang khong hé biét 6ng Minh V6. Doc tiéu su cua
ong 4y, toi moi biét 1a 6ng tén that la Va Buc Minh, thoi
c6 Téng Thong Ngo binh Diém cam quyén 6ng con rat
tré (ong sinh tai Nam Dinh nam 1931); su6t thoi gian 6ng
Diém cam quyén 6ng khong hé git chic vu gi ddng ké co
thé cho 6ng ta gan 6ng Diém va dat ong ta vao thé an oan
déivéiong Diém; mai dénnam 1971, tdm ndm sau khi 6ng
Di¢m bi ha sat, va ba nam sau khi téi ti chuic Tong truéng
Thong tin, ong maoi dugce cu git chiic Phé gidam d6c nha Vo
tuyén truyén thanh. Cho nén, nhting diéu toi néi dudi day
hoan toan khong do lién hé gi riéng véi Minh V6, ma chi
dién xudt su tan thanh mot cong trinh suu khao co gia tri
vé nhting dién bién trong thoi gian 1954-1963. That ra, tac
phdm nay bao gom ca nhiing nam 1945-1975. b6 1a mot
giai doan cuc ky réi ren mo mit, can dugc nhiéu thoi gian,
va rat nhiéu cong trinh suu khao ding dan khéach quan,
dac bi¢t la ctia nguoi Viét Nam, soi sang.

biéu trén day rat can thiét dé tai lap su thuc bi ém
nhem, bop méo, xuyén tac, hay vi suu khao hoi hot, thiéu
sot, chua duoc dua toan bo toan dién ra anh sang dé cho
moinguoi Viét Nam co du dukién so sanh, can nhac, phan
xét mot cach chinh xdc, can bang va cong bang, va hiéuro
nhting gi da thuc suxay ra cho xu s, cho minh va cho than
nhanbanghttu cia minh, cho toan dan toéc Viét Nam, cung
nhiing khuyét diém va uu diém cua nhting nguoi da lanh
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dao xu s6 trong mot giai doan cuc ky kho khan cua dat
nudc. Chi sau khi diéu kién nay thuc hién, nguoi Viét méi
di dén mot su hiéu biét 1an nhau, thong cam nhau, dung
nhuong va hoa giai voéi nhau, dé cung nhau xay dung lai
XU s, thay vi ti€p tuc vin vao qua khu, hay dung hon, vao
nhiing quan niém sai lam vé qud khu, dé xoi boi, da kich,
doi choi nhau, sung s6 véi nhau, coi nhau nhu ké thu.

T4c phdm cta 6ng Minh Vo 1a mét cong trinh suu khao
co gid tri, dap ung ding nhung tiéu chudn cua mot cong
trinh suu khao dung dan va luong thién, thudc vao loai
“kha kinh” noi trén. N6 la mot dong goép 16n trong cong
cudc lam sdng td su thuc vé mot giai doan soéi dong cua
lich st Viét Nam.

Tudng cting can noi 6 day la nam 1963 6ng Minh Vo da
coxudt ban moét tac phdm cung cé gid tri. Do la Sach Luoc
Xam Lang cua Cong San. Tac phdm nay da dugc bai VOA
trich dang trong nhiéu thdng, r6i éng Minh Vo ciing da
dugc bai VOA moi phu trach mét muc hang tuan, mang
tén la “Vién anh Viét Nam Dan Chu Cong Hoa”, trong
su6t thoi gian 7 nam, ti thang 5, 1964 dén gitta nam 1971.

Toi hy vong rang tdc phdm Ngoé Dinh Diém: Loi khen
tiéng ché sé dugc dich rangoai ngt € duoc phé bién rong
rai va cung cap cho nguoi ngoai quoc, va nhat la nhung
thanh nién Viét Nam khong doc dugc tiéng Viét, mot tai
liéu quan trong dé ho cé co sé so sanh vdi cac tdc phdm
clia tac gia ngoai quoc, kiém diém nhing diéu cac tac gia
nay dandive Viét Nam va nguoi Viét Nam, va co mot quan
niém chinh xdc va thang bang hon.

Ottawa ngay 20/4/1998



Boéidong cam nghi
cua giao suNguyen Ngoc Bich

uan cong dinh toi la mot viéc lam vo cung hé-trong

trong lich-stt. Ngay xua, ngay tit hoi vua chua cting da
c6 nhung ngu st lam céng viéc nay dé giup vua nhin sang
sudt hon. Va néu ta van con quan-niém lich-su nhu mot
tam guong dé trong vao do ma hanh-xu cho ra nguoi thi
vi¢c lam nay lai cang can kip hon bao gio hét.

Do nghi vay nén toi rat cam kich duoc tdc-gia Minh Vo
cho xem tap ban thao Ngé Dinh Diém, loi khen tiéng ché.
Viéc trudc hét phai noi la tinh-than lam viéc muén cho
that cong bang ctia tac gia. Ngay tu nhung trang dau ong
da cho la viéc 6ng lam du can thiét nhung ciing to ra rat
kho khan. Suc nguoi cé han, 6ng khong thé xem dugc ca
ngan cudn sach viét vé chién-tranh Viét-nam dé ma rut ra
dugc nhiing nhan-dinh that chinh-xdc. Ong da phai lam
cong viéc “sampling,” nghia la chon trong hang nghin
cuon sach mot s6 khong t6i 30 cuén ma 6ng mong la tiéu-
biéu, dai dién cho nhiéu quan-diém dé c6 dugc mot céi
nhin khong dén ndi mot chiéu.
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Song ky-thuat “sampling” tu né da 1a mot viéc lam rat
kho. Tac-gia chon quyén nay thi nguoi khéc c6 thé doi chon
5-3 quyén khac ngay. Riéng ca nhan t6i, chang han, rat tiéc
la trong nhiing sdch 6ng chon dé nghién ctu vé chd dung
trong lich-st cua 6ng )
aianad The Last Confucian
da khong dé y may dén
sach cua nguoi Anh,
nguoi Uc, nhu sach cua
Dennis J. Duncanson
(Government and
Revolution in Vietnam)
vanhatla cuon The Last
Confucian, mot trong
nhtng cuén hiém co
macé thé goican-banla
tiéu-stt cua 6ng Diém,
do Denis Warner (Uc)
viét. Tai sao? Vi nguoi
Anh, nguoi Uc khong
truc-tiép tham-gia vao
chién-tranh Viét-nam moét cach tham sau nhu nguoi My,
nguoi Phap nén dé co thai-do khach-quan hon.

Tuy nhién, ndi thé 1a néi vé tiéu-tiét vi cit nhin vao choé
sach tdc gid Minh Vo da doc ta cting phai thdy ngayla 6ng da
no luc hét minh dé nghe, xét va can nhac nhiéu quan-diém

Renguin Speeel 858

khac nhau, ca My lan Viét, lién-quan dén cho dung cua 6ng
Ng6 binh Diém trong lich-stt nudc nha. Viéc nay rat can
thiét song, mot 1an nia, toi cling xin nhdc la khong phai dé.

Ta c6 thé co nhiuing phan-ung nhat thoi, rat nhanh, rat
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chu quan ma chua chac da sai. Nhu ba Ngoé binh Nhu, khi
duoc tin chong va anh chong minh chét, da ndi ngay la cau
chuyén chua hét va “ac gia, 4c bdo” - két-qua nhon-tién la
chi can ba tuan sau 6ng John Kennedy, téng-thoéng Hoa-
Ky, cting bi 4m sdt chét. (Nghia la cdi linh tinh ctia ba Nhu
rat nhanh nhay, ba dau phai doi dén hom nay, nghia la 30
nam sau, sau khi cac h6 so mat cta chinh quyén My da
dugc mé ra cho cong chuing, ba mdi trong ra ban tay, trach
nhiém ctia nguoi My trong cdi chét ctia 6ng Diém. N6i thé
khong co6 nghia la toi dong y véi ba Nhu, mot nguoi ma toi
choladadoé dau thém vao lta trong vu Phat Gido 1963, nén
ba cting phan nao mang trach-nhiém trong su sup do cta
nha Ngo vanén dé nhat Cong-hoa ¢ mién Nam. Toi chi xin
néu ra day truong-hop nay dé noi nhu nguoi My, “facts are
facts,” su-kién lich-su la su-kién lich-su, khong phai minh
ndi van noéi veo ma rdi co thé déi thay duoc nhung su-kién
doé; va cing dé néu ramot cdi trg tréu cua lich-st: ba Nhu la
nguoi Cong-gido, thé ma khi lén tiéng trong vu nay, ba lai
dung mot hinh anh hoan-toan Phat-gido. Thém vao do toi
ciing muo6n noéilakhong thé luan riéng toi hay cong cua ong
Diém makhong noi dén nhung nguoi chung quanh 6ng.)

Thanh thtt chuyén ctia 6ng Minh V6 lam, tuy dang phuc
va can thiét day, toi ddm nghi la cung chua phai 1a tiéng
chuong cuéi cung vé van-dé nay. Dau sao, tuy mdi chi la
budc dau, toi thiét nghi la 6ng cung da suy nghi nhiéu va
khd sau sac - du dang dé dem ra chia sé véi ching ta. Do
vay nén toixin co 10i gidi thi¢u nay va mong la doc-gia cua
ong cung hoc hoi dugce nhiéu nhu t6i da thau luom duoc
trong khi doc ban thao.

Springtfield, ngay 29 thang 3,1998.



Tam tinh
gui ban doc trong gigi tré

ot hom dau thdng 11 nam 1997 mét nguoi chdu ndi

Vi toi: “Nguoi My néi Ong Ngo Dinh Diém la doc tai,
thoi ndt, dan dp Phdt Gido, con 6ng H6 chi Minh duoc toan
dan goila cha gia ddn toc. Bdc a.” T6i héi: “Chdu nghe ai noi
thé?” Anh ta lién bat may vi tinh réi chi cho toéi xem vai
doan trén Internet:

1. H6 Chi Minh. By Elizabeth Maxwell, 20th Century
Honors: “Ho’s fight for freedom never ended... in the end
he was known by all the people in Vietnam as the uncle of
their country.”

2. South Vietnam. By Charles Matthews, 20th Century
Honors: “Diem’s regime proved to be very corrupt and
oppressive, and contributed to South Vietnam being
very politically unstable. His racist policies against the
Buddhists of South Vietnam which represented 80% of
the population...”

3. Buddhism. By Charles Matthews, 20th Century
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Honors: “Diem passed laws that threatened the Buddhist
population’s religious freedom by banning some holidays
and customs. This caused a lot of dissent among the
Buddhists who were very powerful due to the fact that
Buddhism represented over 80% of the population.”

Tam dich:

1. H6 Chi Minh. Tac gia Elizabeth Maxwell. Nha Xuat
ban Century Honors: ... Ong H6 khong ngung chién dau
cho tudo... cu6i cung éng da dugc toan dan Viét Nam coi
nhu Bac cua xu sé ho.

2. Nam Vietnam. T4c gia Charles Matthews. Nha xuat
ban Century Honors.” Ché d¢ Diém da ro 1a mot ché do
thoi nat va dan ap va da gop phan vao su bat 6n chinh tri
ctia mién Nam Viét Nam. Nhung chinh séch ky thi cua
ong ta chong tin d6 Phat Gido mién Nam Vietnam la tang
16p dai dién cho 80% dan s6.”

3. Pao Phat. Té4c gia, nha xuit ban, nhu trén: “Ong
Di¢m da ban hanh nhiing dao luat de doa tu do toén gido
cta dan theo dao Phat bang cach cdm mot s6 ngay nghi
theo dao va nhung tap tuc cua dao. Diéu nay da gay bat
dong trong gidi Phat tu la thanh phan rat c6 thé luc do su
kién la Phat gido dai dién trén 80% dan so.

Toi hoi: “Chdu cé tin nhing diéu do la ding khong?” “Di
nhién chdu khong tin.” Anh ta dap. “Vi gia dinh minh tu ong
noi dén ba chdu roi ching chdu déu la nan nhan cong sdn,
khong wa gi 6ng H6 va hiéu ro ong Diém la ngudi chong Phdp,
chong comg, co cong trong viéc xdy dung mién Nam gidu co
hon mién Bdc ciia ong Ho gdp boi. Nhung cdc ban chdu, nhdt
la nhitng nguoi con tré va da xa qué huong ti nhimg ndam 70,
phdn dong, néu khong tin hoan toan nhing diéu do thi cing
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nghi 6ng Diém khong phdi la nguoi tét. Vi bi dnh huong cua
sdch bdo My.”

Tungay dé nhat Conghoabilat d6, r6i Hoa Ky 6 at dem
quan tac chién vao Viét Nam, My héa cudc chién tranh,
toi it quan tam dén thoi cudc, khong con viét sach nua.
Sach bdo doi khi c6 cam doc cuing chi 1a dé khuay khoa,
giai sau. Nhung nay nhiing 10i trén ctia nguoi chdu con tré
lam toi ray rut, muén tim hiéu thém, dé chia sé voi doc gia
16p tré nhiing nhan dinh khach quan hon vé lich su, néu
co thé duoc.

Vao thu vién My, nhin dén khu st vé VN thay chéa
mat, vi nhiéu qud. Trudc mat toi: “No more Vietnams”
(“Thoéi dung VN nao ntta.”) Téi tinh bo di, trong bung
cung nghi, thoi VN véi cha VN, dé tai cu rich roi. Nhung
nhin xuéng dudi phia tén tac gia, hai chtu Richard Nixon
mau do to tudng goi 6c to mo cua toi, vi gan day, sau khi
chinh khach16ilac nay chét, cdc co quan truyén thong va
nghé thuat (thu bay) da néi nhiéu dén tén tudi va cudc
doi 6ng. Toi cam cudn sach dem vé doc. Trong tac phdm
nay o6ng Nixon noi dén téng thong Ngo Dinh Diém rat
nhiéu va véi nhting nhan xét khach quan va tét dep, chu
khong nhu nhing téc gid My khac ma chdu toi néi. Toi
mudn doc thém.

Nhung Nixon viét trong tdc phdm cua 6ng la nhung
sach vé chién tranh Viét Nam (cho dén nam 1985,1a nam
ong viét xong cudn “No More Vietnams”) c6 t6i khoang
1.200 cuén. Toi danh nghi ra mot cach cu lay tam mot s6
chiing mot hay hai phan tram s6 d6 cung du rdi chi lam
sao doc hét dugc. Thé la thinh thoang téi lai vao thu vién
mang vé mot quyén. Ban dau téi thay viéc doc sach cé vé
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mét, nhat 1a nhung sach bang Anh ngt. Nhung cang doc
toi cang thich thu varéi khong biét mét nua.

Sau ba thang mai miét doc, toi lay lam hai long nhan
ra rang trong nhung tdc phdm do co dai dién du moi loai
nhan vat; My co, Viét co, nguoi ché 6ng Diém ciing c6, ma
nguoi khen 6ng Diém cung khong hiém. Co nhiing tdc gia
la tong thong, thu tudng, quoc truéng. Cung cé mot sé
nhabdo, sttgia, nhatla toi thdy cé nhiéu nguoi trudc kia da
kichli¢t da kich 6ng Diém chu truong hay chu xuéng viéc
lat 6, hodc dich than nhung tay vao viéclat dé 6ng Diém,
vadinhién co moét soO trudce kia la nguoi than va mén phuc
ong Diém, tuy rang nhting nguoi than nhat trong gia dinh
ong hay cac vi phu td trung thanh nhat thi khong c6 ai, vi
hau hét da bi sat hai hay ham hai roi.

T6i ben ndy ra mot y: Lam mot cudc tham do du luan
vé6inhting tiéu chuédn va phuong phap ma cac nha bao hay
co quan tham do “Gallup” thuong lam. Nhung thay vi
hoi nguoi song thi toi hoi tdc phdm. Nghia la toi sé, theo
su lua chon chu quan cua toi, trich hay trich dich mot s6
doan van trong nhung tac phdm ma t6i da doc dé trinh véi
ban doc trong gidi tré vé nhting 1oi khen hay tiéng che doi
v6i 6ng Ngo binh Diém duoc néu 1én trong céc tac pham
do. Di nhién su lua chon cua téi la do chu quan. Nhung
néu doc gia khong dong y thi cu tu do suy nghi hay noilén
nhan dinh cia moi nguoi.

Dé giup ban doc do mat thi gio toi sé ghi nguyén van hay
dich nguyén van r6i ghi duéi phan chu thich nguyén van
bang ngoai ngtt dé ban doc c6 thé duyétlai xem cé chinh xdc
khong; vi dau sao, néu dich khong dén ndi la diét, hay phan,
thi thuong cting khong thé luon luon that sat nghia duoc.
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Va cung dé giup ban doc co thé kiém tra ca viéc chon
lua nhting doan trich dan hay trich dich dé dan chung xem
corangoaivan canhkhong, toisé ghiro so trang va tén tac
gia, tén nha xudt ban, cung véi noi va nam xuat ban néu cod
thé duoc, dé ban doc, néu can, cé thé doc nguyén ca doan
hay nguyén tac phdm, xem su trich dan hay trich dich ctia
toi co trung thuc va chinh xdc hay khong. Di nhién toi
ludn c6 gang khach quan va cong binh, nhung chi c6 doc
gia tham dinh duoc tinh khach quan hay chu quan cta toi.

Cung nham giti thai do that khach quan, vo tutdi sé gat
ra ngoai mot soO tac gia ma toi biét co lién hé nhiéu dén
cd nhan 6ng Diém hay thuong duoc mot sé nguoi cho
rang co thién kién muon bao chuta cho 6ng Diém. Vi du
ong Nguyén Van Chau, tdc gia cuén “Ngo6 binh Diém va
né luc hoa binh dang d¢”1, vi ¢6 ngudi nhu trung tuéng
Nguyén Chanh Thi cho rang éng Chéau, nguoi Cong Giao
mién Trung, 1a con nuodi 6ng Diém va kém hoc thuc, mac
dau cudn sach cua 6ng Chau la luan 4n st hoc trinh bang
Phap van tai truong dai hoc Paris VII; hodac 6ng Hoang
Lac, tdc gid cuén “Nam Viét Nam, nhiung su that chua hé
nhactéi”, vituy ong Hoang Lac khong phai Cong gido, hay
nguoi mién Trung, nhung da dugc 6ng Diém dat lam tinh
trudng, sau khi da tinglam doi truéng dai déi an ninh phu
téng thong; hoac ntra 6ng Nguyén Tran, tac gia cuén “Ngo
binh Diém congva t6i”, vi 6ng nay cting da tung dugc ong
Diém datlam tinh truéng tinh Binh Tuong. Gan day tuéng
Huynh Van Cao cung mdéi cho in cuén “Mot ki€p nguoi”
trong d6 co6 noi tot vé 6ng Diém. Toi cung phai gat cuén

"Xin xem trang dau ctia phan sach bao trich dan.
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sach dé sang mot bén, vi nhiéu nguoi My nhu Karnow,
Sheehan, trung td Vann, v.v. liét 6ng Cao vao hang si quan
“bo d6” 6ng Diém. To6i cang khong mudn trich dan 6ng
Nguyén Van Chuc, tac gia cuén “Viét Nam Chinh Su”
ma nhting nguoi vo tu nhu su gia Hoang Ngoc Thanh déu
cho la cuén sach gid tri viét bdi mot ngoi but trung thuc,
cong tam. Ly do cuing vi 6ng Chuc chang nhung 1a nguoi
Cong Gido ma conlaténg thukylién doan Cong Gido. Ma
nhung nguoi cé thanh kién véi 6ng Diém thuong gan lién
ong Diém véi nhung gi la Cong Gido, cho nén co thé bao
6ng Chuc bénh vi téng thong dong dao.

Vé phia nguoi ngoai quéc toi cing xin bé qua mot
nguoi la nt tién si Ellen Hammer?, téc gia cuén “A death
in November” 1a nguoi da hét 16i ca ngoi TT Ngo binh
Dié¢m vi toi khong muén c6 qud nhiéu nguoi “bénh” trong
“cudc tham do duluan bang tdc phdm” nay. Ngoai ra cting
vi nhting nguoi thu ghét va chu truong lat 6ng Diém nhu
thiéu tuéng D6 Mau bao ba Hammer khong vo tu vi ba la
ban than ctia gido su Buu Hoi (nha bac hoc duy nhat ctua
VN luc 4y) ma gs Buu Hoi thilai hét long ing ho 6ng Diém
trong van dé Phat Gido, mac dau than mau cua gido su la
mot Phat tt thuan thanh.3

2 Xin xem trang thr2 ctia phéan sach bao trich dan.

3 Trong thai gian xay ra vu khiing hoang Phat Gido nha bac hoc Buu Hoi dang
lam dai st Viét Nam Cong Hoa tai Ma-réc dugc téng théng Ngé Binh Diém ci
cam dau phai doan Viét Nam Céng Hoa (Quan Sat Vién) tai Lién Hiép Quéc thay
thé ba Tran Van Chuong ti nhiém. Ong da ndng nhiét va khon khéo van dong vdi
ong téng thu ky LHQ U Thant va nhiing nhan vat chinh yéu trong dai héi dong
LHQ, d6ng thoi dé nghi téng thong Diém, chap thuan mai mot phai bo LHQ dén
Viét Nam dé nhan xét thuc trang vé tu do tin ngudng tai day. Trong phuc trinh
téng két vao thang 12 nam 1963, nghia la hon mét thang sau cudc dao chinh lat
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To6i thanh thuc xin cdc tac gid néu trén rong luong
thong cam cho téi. Va néu ban doc thay nhu vay la khong
cong bang, thi xin tu tim doc nhiing tdc phdm trén dé bé
tuc cho su chon lua cua toi.

Cung dé git khach quan va cong binh, toi sé khong
trich dan nhung 10i khen trudc, hay xép nhiing 16i khen
xuéng cuodi dé gay tac dung tam ly voi doc gia. Ma sé xép
theo thu tu A,B,C, ctia tén tac gia (tén goi cho nguoi Viét
va tén ho cho ngudi ngoai quoc). Vi du Bao bai dung dau
va Pham Kim Vinh dung chot.

Ngoai ra toi xin danh quyén bay t6 cam nghi riéng cta
toi, va xin doc gia ghi nhan do chi la cam nghi chu quan,
doéi voi cac 1oi khen hay ché. boi khi toi ciing trinh bay
nhiing gi toi biét vé tac gia dé doc gia dé thay nguyén nhan
ctanhting 16i khen hay tiéng ché d6. Nhung t6i mong ban
doc van gitt thai d6 doc 1ap trong khi phan xét nhtng 16i
khen hay tiéng ché d¢, dung dé minh bi anh hudng béi
cam nghi ctia cd nhan toi.

Trong thoi 6ng Ngo binh Diém lam TT dé nhat Viét
Nam Cong hoa, t6i khong gitt chiic vu gl quan trong trong

d6 dé nhat Cong Hoa, phai doan da xac nhan la khong co ky thi tén gido. Nhung
nhiing ngudi chi xuéng cudc dao chinh 6 Hoa Thinh Bén va trong toa dai st My
6 Saigon, c6 & da dodn trudc dugc két luan clia phai boé LHQ bét loi cho cudc
dao chinh néutrihoan dén sau khiphaibé LHQk&t thiic bao céo, chonéndacho
khai dong cudc ddo chinh ngay khi phai b6 con & Saigon.

Ong Ha Vinh Phuaong, mot Phat tu, hién la chuyén gia phap luat Nguyén Tu
Ning clia LHQ & Ao, luc dy la dai su, téng thu ky cua phéi doan Viét Nam Cong
Hoa, truc tiép dudi quyén clia gido su Buu Hoi, da té long kinh phuc gido su vé
thai do valong nhiét thanh cua gido su trong van dé nay trong mét bai bdo nhan
dé: “Mot Thoi ... Vang Bong” dang trén to “Tiéng Séng Huong” nhan dip ky niém
100 nam trudng Quéc Hoc. Ong d kinh can dung tu “Ngudi” dé goi gido su, cling
nhu dé goi téng théng Ng6 Dinh Diém.
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chinh quyén, lai cing con it tudi, nén chang bao gio duoc
gap vi TT do. Cung chang cé han hanh duoc gap pho téng
thong hay mot vi téng bo truéng nao trong chinh quyén.
Vi vay cing gan nhu bat cit “pho thuong dan” VN nao, toi
chibiét onglamot TT vala TT dugc dan baulén theo hién
phdp. Contéilamoét quannhan phaitheokyluatnhabinh,
ton kinh vi téng tu lénh cua minh. Cho nén t6i khong du
tu cdch va co s6 dé khen hay ché 6ng Diém trong tap sich
nay. Toi chi néu lén nhiting 10i khen hay ché cua nhiing
nguoi khdc, roi gép y ban thém vé nhung 1oi khen tiéng
ché d6 ma thoi. Va mong cac ban doc tré, ciing chang bao
gio dugc thay mat TT Ngo binh Diém, sé cluing toi chia sé
nhung nhan dinh vé 6ng qua nhung 16i khen va tiéng ché
cua nhting nguoi da tung co6 dip gap hay theo doi sat hanh
dong cua vi tong thong dau tién cua VN.

Toi sé chia soan phdm nay ra lam 26 chuong ghi 26
101 khen hay tiéng ché cua 26 nhan vat trong s6 do co,
vé phia My, 3 vi tong théng, 2 vi dai su, 1 gidm doc, 3 st
gia, 3 nha bdo, cong la 12; vé phia Viét Nam, 1 nha cach
mang tién boi, 1 tong thong, 1 quéc trudng, 1 tha tudng,
1dai sy, 3 tuong lanh, 2 st gia, 2 nha bdo, 1 trunguy va l
can bo cao cap cong san, congla 14; tdng cong 26. Trong
s6 tac phdm trich dan cé 9 cuén bang Viét Ngu, s6 con
lai bang Anh ngii. Cting xin ghi nhéan la trong s6 26 nhan
vat dugc trich dan ¢6 6 vi tich cuc tham gia cac cudc dao
chinh lat 6ng Diém.

bau mdi chuong toi sé xin gidi thiéu so qua ting tac
gia. Va cu6i moi chuong sé danh vai hang lam ban vé tac
gia hay tac phdm da trich dan. Loi khen hay tiéng ché ma
chung toi dat 6 ngay dau chuong lam tiéu dé chi la moét
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16i ¢6 tinh cach dac trung ctia moéi nhan vat, phai doc ca
chuong thi mdi thay day du y nghia cua no. bong thoi 1oi
noi dat thanh tiéu dé khong co nghia tuyét d6ila khen hay
ché. Vithuong nhiing tac gia khen dau c6 ché, vanguoc lai
nhung nguoi ché du ché dén may cung cé nhing 1oi khen,
doikhi loi khen con manh hon nhiing 16i ché.

Ngoai 26 chuong bao gom noéi dung chinh, sé c6 mot
chuong nhan dinh chung vé nhung y kién da duoc trich
dan va gop y vé tinh hinh thé gisi va Nam Viét Nam thoi
dé nhat cong hoa do téng thong Ngé binh Diém lanh dao,
qua sdch bdo ma téi duoc doc gan day, nhat la qua tac
phdm cua nhting tac gid néu trén

Uocmongcuatoilatrinh dugc motcachvantatvatong
hop nhung 1oi khen tiéng ché cua mot s6 nhan vat lich su
cung nhu cta du luan My, Viét déi véi mot nhan vat lich
sundibat cua Viet Nam la c6 tong théng Ngo Binh Diém.
Theo thién kién, 6ng Diém chang nhiting da tung dai dién
cho phe quéc gia Viét Nam trong gan mét thap ky khi ong
cam quyén, ma co 1& con cho tdéi ngay nay va sau nay nua.
Van dé la nhung nguoi trong phe quéc gia cé mudn cé mot
nguoi tuong doi xung dang dai dién cho minh hay khong.

Du sao nhting nhan dinh chu quan cua téi ciing chi dua
trén vai phan tram nhung sach daviét vé cudc chién tranh
Viét Nam, trong do c6 nhiing 1oi khen va tiéng ché danh
cho 6ng Ngo binh Diém. Vi vay hién nhién la con thiéu
sot. Mong cdc ban tré khi tim doc tiép nhiing tdc phdm
khdc sé b6 tuc cho.

California, ngay 24 thang 2 ndm 1998.



Chuong1
Bao Pai: Ng6 Pinh Diém noi
tiéng la théng minh liém khiét

ua Bao bai (1913-1997) lavi
hoang dé cuoi cung cianha
Nguyeén va ctung 1a éng vua cuoi
cung cua Viét Nam. Ngay 25
thang 8 nam 1945 6ng da thoai
vivdi cau noi lich su:
“Trém mudn duoc lam Dan mot

nudc tu do hon lam Vua mot nudc bi M : : % \,
.ol A ~ A , F e 5 : X~
tri. “* Sau d¢ 6ng duoc 6ng HO Chi I\ i i ‘& y
. : e e YNy,
Minh moi lam ¢6 van téi cao cho ~ \"‘) /

chinh phu lién hiép cung voi giam Hinh: T.L.
muc Cong Gido Lé Huu Tu. Nhung chiang bao lau, nhan ra
y do6 ctia dng HO va phe nhom muoén xich hoa Viét Nam, 6ng
da thoi hop tac. Nam 1949, theo 10i yéu cau ctia moét s6 chinh
khach quoc gia, Bao bai trélai chinh truong véi tu cach la quoc
truéng cho dén ngay 23 thang 10 nam 1955 thi bi truat phé

«Con Réng Viet Nam”, Nguyén Phudc Téc, California 1990. Trang 188.
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va tiép tuc song luu vong & Phap cho dén khi qua doi ngay 31
thang 7ndm 1997. Trudc khi qua doi it lau ong da cai gido thanh
gido httu Cong Gido, mac du cha 6ng la vua Khai Dinh rat sing
dao Phat va c6 xay chua dé thuong ra d6 go mo tung kinh, khan
Phat. (1bis)

Thang 7 nam 1979 Bao bai viét xong hoi ky “Le Dragon
d’Annam” (Ed. Plon, Paris xudt ban nam 1980) dugc Nguyén
Phudc Toc dich ra tiéng Viét la “Con Rong Viét Nam” va cho
xuat ban ndm 1990 tai California Hoa K}‘I.Z

Doc “Con Rong Viét Nam” nguoi ta thay Bao bai rat quy
trong Ng6 binh Diém va da chon 6ng Diém dé moi lanh dao
chinh phu t6i 4 14n3, mac du 6ng nay chi nhan hai 14n vao nam
1933 va1954.

Vimuén thuc hién chuong trinh cai cach hau khoi phuc dan
chu quyén Viét Nam, nam 1933 vua Bao Dai da dat Ngo binh
Diém vao chuc vu thuong thu b6 Lai (N6i Vu) dung dau noéi cac
lic &y chi gom 6 6 bo3PIS kiem téng thu ky hoi déng hén hop
Viét Phap vé “Canh Tan.” Trong hoi ky 6ng Bao bai viét:

“Toi cho voi mot vién quan tinh tré tudi nhdt la Ngé Dinh Diém,
lic dy lam Tudan vi tinh Phan Thiét, dé ddm trdch b Lai. ...Diém
nam dy mdi 31 tudi, NOI TIENG LA THONG MINH LIEM

Tbis Trong hoi ky “Viét Nam Mdu Lira Qué Huong Toi”, NXB. Van Nghé, 1993,
(trang 172), 6ng 6 Mau goi vua Khai Dinh la “vivua ndi tiéng Viét Gian”

2 Ch thich va trich dan trong chuong 1 nay la theo ban dich cia Nguyén
Phudc Toc.

3Vao nhiing ndm 1933,1945,1948,va 1954.

3bis ¢ bo trong néi céc la: Bung dau va co quyén trén hét labd Lai tic Noi vu.
2:BO HO tuc bé Tai chinh. 3: B6 Lé hay bd Hoc. 4: B6 Hinh tic Tu Phap. 5: Bé Binh
tuc Quéc Phong. Vasau hét 6:bo Congtiic Congchanh. Nhuvay 6ng Diém & tudi
31dading dau ndi cac gém cac vi thuong thu hdu hét déu hon 6ng ca chuc tudi,
nhu éng Bui Bang Doan, cha clia dai ta Viét cong Bui Tin, thuong thu béd Hinh,
hon éng Diém duing 20 tudi.
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KHIET. Pay la mot nguoi quoc gia bdo thi. Ngodi chiic vu thuong
thu, Ngé Dinh Diém con la tong thu ky cho hoi dong hom hop vé
Canh Tan da duoc ban bo ndm trudc, bao gom cdc thuong thu Viét
Nam va hang cong chiic cao cip Phdp”.4

Nhung vi thdy nguoi Phap khong dap ung nhting yéu cau cua
ong vé canh tan nén chi vai thang sau Ngoé binh Diém da tu
chuc dé phan doi, mac du nha vua c6 thuyét phuc 6ng nén tiép
tuc. Khibat dac di phai chap thuan cho 6ng tir chuc nha vuabao
ong Diem:

“Mongrémg sura diciia quan thuong sémémdt cho nguoi Phép”.

Cau sau day ¢ trang sau ching to Bao bai luc ay daky vong 6
Ng6 binh Diém dén muic nao va dong thoi cho thdy trong hang
si phu ltic dy Bao bai khong con biét trong cay vao ai ngoai Ngo
Dinh Diém: “Ng6 Dinh Diém diréi, toi HOAN TOAN thdt vong.”®

Néam 1945, khi Nhat dao chinh Phap, nguoi Nhat té y muén
trao tra doc lap cho Viét Nam trong tay Bao Dai. Nha vua lap
chinh phu Tran Trong Kim. Nhung trudc khi chon su gia nay,
ong da nghi dén Ngo Dinh Diém. Ong viét: “Trong dc t6i, nguoi
tiéu biéu nhdt trong s6 nay li Ngo Dinh Diém.””

Pén cudi thang tu dau thang nim nim 1948 6ng Bao Dai lai
mudn lap chinh phu do 6ng Diém lanh dao. Nhung 6ng Diém
khong nhan vi thdy nguoi Phap chua dap ung nhitng doi hoi
ctia 6ng. Trong hoi ky 6ng Bao Dai viét: “Nay chi con di dén
viéc thuc hién. Nhung ai sé la thi tudng chinh phi trung uong day?
Diém duoc moi lai tit chi. »8

“ séch da dan trang 91. Bao Dai ciing cho biét [a 6ng Nguyén Haru Bai da tién
clrong Ngo Binh Diém.

>sddtr.93.

®Sddtr.94.

7 5ddtr.165.

85ddtr.313.
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Trong khi hoi nghi Geneve dang khai dién, vao thang 6 nam
1954 véi vién anh den t6i, néu khong noi la tuyét vong, cho
giai phap Bao bai va phe quoc gia, ong Bao Dai lai mot 1an ntia
tim dén “nguoi ma toi tin cdn.” Ong da thuat lai dau duoi cau
chuyén nhu sau:

“... Toi cho voi Ngo Dinh Diém va bdo ong ta: “-- Cik moi khi ma
t6i cdn thay doi chinh pht, toi lai phdi goi dén ong. Ong thi lic nao
cung tie choi. Nay tinh thé rdt bi ddt, ddt nudc co thé bi chia cdt lam
doi. Ong cdn phdi lanh dao chinh pha.

- Thua hoang thuong, khong thé duoc q, ong ta ddp. Toi xin trinh
ngai la sau nhiéu ndm suy nghi, téi da quyét dinh. Toi dinh di tu...

- Toi kinh trong y dinh ciia 6ng. Nhung hién nay toi kéu goi dén
long di qudc ciia ong. Ong khong co quyén tic choi trdch nhiém cia
minh. Su ton vong cia Viét Nam budc ong nhu vay.

Sau mot hoi yén lang cudi cing ong ta ddp:

- Thua hoang thuong, trong truong hop do, toi xin nhdn si:mang
ma Ngai trao phd.

Cam ldy tay ong ta, toi kéo sang mot phong bén canh, trong do co
cdy thdnh gid. Trudc thdnh gid toi bdo ong ta:

- Pady la Chiia ciia 6ng ddy, ong hdy thé trude chin dung
Chiia la gii vitng ddt nuwdc ma nguwoi ta dd trao cho éng.
Ong s& bdo vé dat nudc aé chéng lai bon Cong San, va néu
can, chong luén cd nguwoi Phap nita. Ong ta ditng yén ling
mot luc ldu, r6i nhin téi, sau nhin lén Thanh gida, ong noi voi
giong nghen ngao:

- T6i xin thé.”

Bao bai da trao cho Ng6 binh Diém toan quyén dan su va
quan su dé doi pho véi tinh hinh cuc ky kho khan luc dy. Ve
nhiing kho khan cua tan tht tuéng, quéc truéng Bao bai viét:
“Cong viéc khong dé dang gi cho Ngo binh Diém. Viéc ong dén
Saigon chdng duoc ai hoan nghénh. Can phdi dong vién tinh than

5dd.tr. 515.
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moinguoi cd nudc da roivao tinh trang hoang mang. Ngay 30 thdng
6 ong ta ra Ha-Noi ma nhung diéu ong ta thdy khong ai co thé tudng
tuong duoc. Chong lai Cong Sdn chdng ai nghi dén... Trdi lai nia
nguoi Phdp bdt dau di tan trudc tién... Hang tram ngan nguoi dau
kha trong do c6 nhing nguoi Cong Gido thudc cdc gido phan mién
Bdc ma ong tin tuong sé dung bén canh ong, thi chi nghi dén chay
vao Nam. Thdt da qud chdm, khong thé hanh dong gi duoc nira.” 10

Tuy rat bat man vé viéc bi truat phé nhung xem ra 6ng Bao
bai rat nhe nhang trong viéc chi trich 6ng Diém. C¢ 1€ 1oi duy
nhat 6ng dung tuong do6i nang la cau “mot quoc gia canh sdt tri”
dé chi trich ché d6 Ngo binh Diém chuyén quyén doc doan.!!

Khoang gitta nam 1992, sau 37 nam im lang, Bao Dai bong
lén tiéng trong mot budi noi chuyén tai mét truong hoc 6 Phap.
Nhan dip nay nguoi ta da hoi 6ng nhiéu diéu vé thai do cua 6ng
trong nhung nam cam quyén trong dé cé mét cau vé viéc ong
trao toan quyén cho 6ng Diém, dugc nha bao Phan Van Truong
ghilaiva dich tu Phap vian nhu sau:

“Hoéi: Tai sao Ngai lai trao quyén cho ong Ngo Binh Diém dé roi
ong nay lgt Ngai?”

Vua Bio Pai cung tra 16i ngay : “Ong Diém la nguoi téi tin
nhiém. Liic dé thé luc ciia Phdp da thdt bai. Phia Céng San
da dwoc Lién So tich cuc ung ho vé moi mdt nén éi khuyén
éng Diém nén tim s ung hg cia My dé c6 thé ngan chin
(endiguer) sy banh truong cua Cong San. Viéc ong ta ldt toi
la do sirc ép cua chinh tri. Ong Diém la NGUOI YEU NUOC,
lic trao quyén téi ¢6 yéu cau 6ng dy cam két véi téi hai diéu
trwée ban tho Chila, vi éng dy rdt mé dao, la phai giiv viing
mién Nam, va néu khéng lam dwoc sir mang dy thi phdi trao

071517,
" 7r 538,
12 Nguyét san “Dién Dan Phu Nir” thang 9 nam 1992.
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tra quyén lai cho t6i. Nhung roi éng ta da CHET KHI THI
HANH NHIEM VU. Dui sao thi éng ta ciing co giit nhitng 10i
cam két dy ma khéng dworc. »12

Co le vi da tung la quoc trudng va da phai doi phoé voi Cong
san, co kinh nghiém vé cac phuong phap khudy dong gay roi
ctia cong quan, hon nita tin tuéng 6ng Ngo6 binh Diém la nguoi
yéu nudc thuong dan, nén Bao bai khong tin 6ng Diém c6 thé
bach hai Phat Gido. Trong hoi ky ong da viét: “Tdt cd dang tién
tdi, thi chinh phu (Ngo Binh Diém) gdp phdi su chong doi ctia cdc
nha su. Ong Diém va Nhu la nguoi Cong Gido. Cdc nha su duoc
cong sdn giat gidy va mat vu My tiép tay, lién bdt dau hanh dong.
Chinh quyén phdi doi phd lai. Vo hinh trung nhu mang mdc cam ky
thi tom gido...Ai da xui duc ho gay loan, ai? Ho ¢ dau tdi? Lam sao
biét duoc ho tit Hi-N¢i vo hay tir Bic Kinh ti2...”13

B con Réng Viét Nam cac trang 543 va 545.



Chucng 2
Phan Béi Chau: Ong Ng6 Pinh
Diém la Chi si, Vi nhan

ha cdch mang lung danh

Phan Boi Chau (1867-1940)
nguoi Nghé An, (cting nhu Phan
binh Phung va H6 Chi Minh)
thiét tudng ai cung déu biét. Tai,
trivaychi, hanh dong cua 6ng da
ghi vao lich st. Ong da di khéap
noi thu nap dong chi va tim cach

doan két luong gido trong mat
tran yéu nudc chong thu,c dan Hinh: L.
Phdp. Trong muc “Giao két gido
do” trang 36 ctia cudn tu truyén “Phan Boi Chau nién bié¢u”
ong danoi qua vé hanh dong nay:

“Doan toi tu biét Tiéu La, lai chay khdp cdc dia phuong
tham két gido d6 tir Qudng Binh di Bdc. Cu Thong ¢ Mo Vinh,
Cu Truyén ¢ My Du, Cu Thong 6 Quynh Luu, Cu Ngoc ¢ Ba
Don, déu thong tinh té hét. Cdi dam may mit nghi ngo gita
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luong gido, quét mot trdn ma sach bong, cing la mot viéc
thich ldm.”!

Ong cting khong nguing xuft duong cdu vién va dua hoc
sinh ranudc ngoai hoc tap trong phong trao Duy Tan dé tao
lyc luong chéng Phap. Ong da gip rat nhiéu yéu nhan Nhat
Ban va Trung Hoa trong d6 co ca Luong Khai Siéu va Ton
Trung Son dé gay hau thuan cho dai cuéc. Nhung van nudc
chua téi, 6ng da bi nguoi quen phan va bi Phap bat giam vao
thang 6 ndm 1925, bo dé viéc 16n.2

Bernard Fall, trong cu6n “The two Vietnams”, c6 ndi vé
viéc 6ng Ngo Dinh Diém lién lac véinha cdch mang tién boi
Phan Boi Chau.?

Minh Hung, téc gia “boi mot tong théng”, Saigon 1971,
co ghi lai 10i phat biéu cua cu Phan Boi Chau vé viéc ong
Diém rt1 40 tit quan nam 1933 nhu sau: “Ong Ngé Pinh
Diém, con nguoi cé tam huyét, biét thuong giong noi, biét nhuc
vong quoc, nén ong ddm chong lai cuong quyén, lui vé dn tich,
doi thoi tuyét si. D6 mdi la dang bac CHI SI, VI NHAN, tdt sau
nay cudc Phuc Hung chi cé hang nguoi ong Diém mdi lam noi.
Ta mudn tang ong Diém mot bai tho dé t6 long kinh trong bac

' Phan Boi Chau Nién Biéu.Nném Nghién Ctu Subia Saigon. 1971. Trang 36. Tu
“Cu” ma Phan Boi Chau dung & day chi cac linh muc Céng Gido. Thoi dy con chién
thuong goi caclinh muc VN Ia“cu”

25y gia Pham Van Son, trong Viét St Tan Bién, tap 7, co s6 Xudt Ban Dai Nam,
trang 228 cho réng cu Phan da bi nhém Ly Thuy (tdc Nguyén Ai Quéc, tic Hé Chi
Minh) va Lam Buic Thu ban tinh ban dung cu cho Phap dé Idy tién t6 chiic chéng
Phap vi cho rang cu da qua gia va cting hy vong Phap khong giét cu (?) Cu bi bat,
dem xU td, réi dugc giam an thanh khé sai chung than. Sau cung nhd nhan dan
phan déi va van déng vai vién toan quyén Phap Varenne mdi téi nhan chic, nén
cudi cung cu dugc tha va bi quan thuic gat gao tai Hué cho dén khi qua doi.

35dd trang 239,240.
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p )

thiéunién hién triét. Ong Diém bay gio mdila ong lon* that su.

4 “Ong Lén” la tu thusng dung dé goi cac quan. Cu Phan Boi Chau cé y néi:
Khi lam quan, tur tuan v Phan Thiét dén Thuong Thu bo Lai trong triéu, 6ng Diém
duoc goila“onglén”, nhungkhonglén thuc su, ma chikhi da can damtirbo nhiing
churc tudc do, dé phan déi chinh quyén thuc dan, 6ng Diém mai thuc su tré thanh
“OngLén”, tic VINHAN.



Chuong 3
William E. Colby: Ng6 Pinh
Diém, nha doc tai nhan tu

William E. Colby (1920-1996) 1a moét luat su suot doi
phuc vu trong nganh OSS* (tién than cua Trung Uong
Tinh Bao My CIA) va CIA. Mdi 24 tudi 6ng da mang quan
ham thiéu t4, hoat dong tai Au chau, réi A chau. Ong dén
Saigon dau nam 1959, thang 6 nam 1960 lam truéng nhi¢m
s6 CIA ¢ Viet Nam. bau nam 1962 6ng trao quyén lai cho
John Richardson, tré vé Hoa Thinh Bon lam pho giam doc
Vién Dong vu. Ong dung d4u CIA tu 1973 dén 1975. Ngay
27 thang 4 nam 1996 Colby tt nan mot cach bi mat trong
vu dam ca-né ma o6nglai du ngoan (?) trén song Wicomico
gan nha nghi mat cudéi tuan ctia 6ng é Rock Point, tiéu bang
Maryland. Colbyla moét trong s6 it nguoi My kinh trong hai
6ng Diém, Nhu nhu 6ng da viét trong hoi ky “Honorable
Men / My life in the CIA”

“Sau khi trinh bay cho gidm doc McCone nghe, toi ciing ong

0SS la viét tit cum tir "Office of Strategic Services”; CIA 1a “Central Intelli-
gence Agency”.
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Thiéu ta W. Colby (thi ba tu trai sang). Hinh: Colby Family Collection

tdi toa Bach Oc trong chiéc Limousine ctia ong va toi da thii

nhdn vdi ong ta rang cdi chét cua hai ong (Diém Nhuw) lam cho

riéng cd nhan toi vat dau long; toi da tung quen biét ho va kinh

trong cd hainguoi, toi la mot trong so rat it ngudi My da co cdm

tinh do, ddc biét la vé phan 6ng Nhu” (thi cang it ngudi My c6
cam tinh. Chu thich ctia soan gia).!

T“Nhiing con ngudi dang kinh /Dai toi trong Co Quan Trung Uong

Tinh Bao.” Tac gia: W.E. Colby va Peter Forbath. NXB Simon and Schus-

ter, New York 1978. tr. 217. Nguyén van: “After briefing McCone, we

rode down to the White House in his limousine, and | confessed to

him that their deaths had hit me personally; | had known and respect-

ed them both, one of very few Americans who did, especially as far as
Nhuwas concerned.”

Trong chuong 5 “Ap chién luoc tai Viét Nam” ong da
noinhiéu vé tinh cuong nghi va cai uy cua 6ng Diém biéu 16
trong nhiing cuéc khunghoang chinh tri vagoi 6ng Diém la
nha DPOC TAI NHAN TU.

“Thucvdy, ong Diém diéu hanh cong viéc nhu mot ong quan
cai tri, MOT NHA PQC TAI CO THIEN TAM (hay nhén ti,
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theo soan gid), dung quyén luc ép din phdi bdt tay vao cong
cudc phdt trién (cong dong), viloi ich ciha chinh ho, bdt chdp ho
nghi givé diéu do, doc dodn, thiéu dan chii. Ong ta dumg - nhung
laithan phiénvé- hé thong thulaido Phdp dao tao vao cong viéc
do, vi ong tin rang nd sé cé thé dugc cdi tién dan ddn va sé duoc
thay thé bang 16p nguoi sdp tot nghiép tie nhing truong hudn
luyén vé hamh chdnh, qudn tri ciia Mp.”2.

2 5dd. trang 145. Nguyén van: “Thus, Diem functioned as a Man-
darin administrator, A BENEVOLENT DICTATOR, forcing his people
into development for their own good, whatever they thought of it,
authoritarian and undemo-cratic, using but complaining about the
French trained bureaucracy he employed to do so, believing that it

could gradually be reformed and replaced by the graduates of Ameri-
can public-administration training programs.”

Tai sao Colby c6 vé tan thanh cach lam viéc doc doan
cua 6ng Diém ma 6ng goi la nha doc tai nhan tu nay? Vi
theo nhan xét ctia 6ng, la nguoi da tung di vé thon que, lai
nhin ro thuc luc va phong céch ctia cac chinh tri gia phong
khéch, trong nhom Caravelle chang han, va nhit 1a da co
kinh nghiém v6i cong san, biét ho dang toan tinh gi, sap
thuc hién nhung gi, thi mot nén dan chu ma mot s6 nguoi
My khuyén cdo khong thich hop cho Viét Nam vao luc dy.
Colby viét:

“Rorang day la giai doan dau cia “chién tranh nhan dan”,
(Cong sdn dang) dong vién va té chuc cdc luc luong dé dung
vao cudc chién. Va ro rang la ¢ diém nay su thdch thic co tinh
chinh tri va khuynh ddo, chit khong phdi la thit can dén cdc
bo tu lénh su doan hay quan doan dé doi pho. Mdt khdc cudc
thdch thiic chinh tri, tuy vdy, cung chang phdi la loai ma gios
thuong luu tri thiic co thién y nhung khong cd thuc luc (co s6
chinh tri), ngoi trong khdch san Caravelle dé ra tuyén ngon,
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kéu goi lap “chinh phu luong thién, cong chinh”, “mot quan
doi anh ding duoc phdn chdn boi mot tinh than duy nhdt”,
va mot nén kinh té “phon vinh,” mién la chinh phi thay doi
duong 161. Va nhu vdy, theo y toi, nhing khuyén cdo co tinh
ménh lénh cua toa Dai Stk ép ong Diém phdi bo nhiém nhing
nguoi chong omg vao trong chinh phii,va c6 vo mot cudc diéu
tra cua quoc hoi theo kiéu My xem ra rdt khong thich ddng.
“Theo thién y cia toi, cudc do sic thuc su liic dy la ¢ thon xa.
Nhing vén dé can ban hon ndm 6 d6.”3
3sdd trang 161. Nguyeén vén: “Clearly, this was the first stage of the
‘people’s war’, the mobilization and organization of the forces with
which to fight. And clearly at this point the challenge was a political
and subversive one, and not something for divisions and corps head-
quarters to contend with. On the other hand, though, the political
challenge was not one that could be met by a well-meaning, intellec-
tual elite with no political base issuing manifestoes from the Caravelle
Hotel, calling for an ‘honest and just government’, ‘a valiant army ani-
mated by a single spirit’and an economy which will flourish’ provided
that the government changes its ways. And thus, in my view, the Em-
bassy prescriptions of appointing oppositionists to the government
and advocating American-style Congressional investigations seemed
largelyirrelevant. Thereal contest, it seemed to me,was in the villages,
where the issues are more fundamental.”

Colby kinh phuc anh em 6ng Diém c¢ 1€ mot phan vi
nhan thay hai 6ng c6 cung moét nhan dinh nhu trén. Khi
mdi téi Viet Nam Colby da phai khen nhting thanh tyu dat
duoc ¢ thon qué. Ong viét:

“buong sd duogc mé lai. SO truong hoc tang nhanh 6 thon qué.
Chuong trinh ngii nién xit thudc diét mudi duoc khéi sy dé thanh
todn bénh s6t rét rimg. Stic san xudt liia gao bet ddu tang.”*

4sdd trang 145. Nguyén vdn: “Roads were reopened, schools pro-

liferated in the countryside, a five-year DDT- spraying campaign was
started to eliminate malaria, rice production began to climb”.
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“Nhung tién bo vé kinh té, xa hoéi luc d6 da xuéng dén
nong thon. bac biét ké hoach ‘Khu tru mat’ nam 1959, la
ké hoach dugc 6ng Diém nang niu nhét, bat dau véi nhiéu
htta hen. Nhiing “ do thi” nong nghiép dugc xay dung trén
phan dat truat huu cua dia cht theo chuong trinh cai cach
dién dia va dugc chia thanh nhting khu trung tam dan cuva
viing ruong lua.”>

>sdd trang 158. Nguyén van: “The social and economic improve-
ments then coming to the countryside. In particular, Diem’s pet
project of 1959, the “Agroville”, got off to what seemed a promising
start. Agricultural “cities” were established on land taken from large
landowners underaland reform programand divided into population
centersandricefields.”

Mot ly dokhién Colby chiu cdi doc tai ctia 6ng Diemlavi
chinh 6ng nhan thay rang néu khong ap dung mot sé bién
phap manh thi khong thé nao lam chu dugc tinh thé khé
khan dén hon loan xay ra 6 mot nudc kém mé mang, chiare
tram trong nhu Nam Viét Nam, luén bi cong san khudy pha
vé moi mat, ti trén mién Bac phd xudng, tlt sudn Ai-Lao va
hong Cam-B6t danh sang va tirtrong ndi bo danh ra. Colby
da cho viéc 6ng Diém ton tai dugc qua nhung nam 1954,
1955 la moét phép la va cho rang néu My khong nhung tay
vao thi ong Diém cting da vuot qua cuoc khunghoang 1963,
vind khong tram trong bang nhiing 1an truéc. Nhan xét nay
ctinglanhan xét ctia Stanley Karnow, moét st gia thién cong
va thuong co y coi thuong 6ng Di¢m, nhu ban doc sé thay
6 chuong 11. Colby nhin nhan 1a trong hai cuéc dao chinh
va hon loan nam 1954 va 1955 dai ta Lansdale da giup ong
Diém mot cach dac luc, nhung cung cong nhan rang nhiing
thanh qua cht yéu van 1a do 6ng Diém. Ong viét:

“Nhung dé dat duoc tdt cd diéu nay, thanh tuu chinh dich
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thuc la cia 6ng Diém, két qud cuia su cuong quyét cia ong ta
trong nhing khi c6 khing hodng, cia sy cuong quyét ding
quyén uy ctia minh gitia con hon loan, va sy sot sang thi hanh
stk mang quoc gia chong comg nhu mot nha tu trung thanh voi
st mang thiéng liéng ciia ton gido, va ngay cd dén su tit choi dé
gay phdt y: khong chdp nhdn nhing 16i khuyén nén cdn trong
hay thoa hiép trong mot tinh thé dm dam.”®
6 sdd trang 144. Nguyén van: “But for all of this, the main ac-
complishment was truly Diem’s, the result of his toughness in crisis
times, his firm use of authority amid anarchy, his monastic devotion
to his mission of non- Communist nationalism and even his prickly

refusal to accept counsels of caution and compromise when the sit-
uation appeared bleak.”

“PHEP LA ctia Diém khi thodt chét trong nhiing nam 1954-
1956 da khién nguoi ta hy vong omg sé thanh cong 6 day.””

7 Sdd trang 156. Nguyén van: “Diem’s ‘miracle’ of survival in the

darkyears of 1954 and 1955 gave hope that we could succeed here”.

Vé cudc xdo tron sau ngay 1é Phat ban mong 8 thang
5 nam 1963, duoc ménh danh la cuéc khuing hoang Phat
Gido, Colby viét:

“Nhung toi nhd rang Diém da thodt hiém va ton tai trong
tinh hinh con hon loan hon vao nam 1955 va toi tin rdng ong ta
cung c6 thé lai thodt nan lan nita, néu nhu nguoi My giit binh
tinhva cho ong ta suung hé vao lic nay cing nhu da ung ho ong
ta lic trudc.”®

8 5dd trang 206. Nguyén van: “but | remember that Diem
had survived even greater turmoil in 1955 and | believed that he
could do so again if the Americans kept a cool head and gave
himthe support now that they gave himthen.”

“Vi cuodc roi loan 6 Hué da dua dén diéu ma toi coi nhu
16i 1am té hai nhat cua chién tranh Viét Nam 1a cudc dao
chinh 14t 46 6ng Diém do My d6 dau.””
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? sdd trang 203. Nguyén van: “For the Hue riot led to what | still
consider the worst mistake of the Vietnam war: the American-spon-

sored overthrow of Diem.”



_ Chuong4
Bui Diem: Ng6 Pinh Diém la
ngudi chuyén quyénvalasu
that bai

uu dai sa Viét
Nam Céng Hoa tai
Hoa Ky, roi dai st luu
dong trong chinh phu
Nguyén Vian Thiéu, |
6ng Bui Diém sinh nam

1922 trong mot gia dinh Hinh: T.L.

Nho phong ma t6 tién da tung lam dai than trong nudc.
Ong la con hoc gia Bui Ky va chau st gia Tran Trong Kim,
thu tuong chinh phtido Nhat dunglén tirthdng 3 dén thang
8 ndm 1945. Ong Diém sém tham gia phong trao hoc sinh
chong Phap vagia nhap dang bai Viét khi méi 20 tudi. Theo
cuén hoi ky “Trong nanh vuét lich st” cia 6ngl, thi ong da
giti vai tro lién lac gitta thu tuéng Tran Trong Kim va lanh

! Nguyén van: “In the Jaws of History” tac gia Bui Diém cung viét vsi David Ch-
anoff. (Ong nay cling cung viét chung nhiing héi ky clia Doan Van Toai va Truong
Nhu Tang). Nha X.B. Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston. 1987.
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tudang bai Vi¢t Truong Tt Anh trong nhiing nam 45, 46 la
luc cong san phong tay tan sat cac dang vién cua cac dang
phai quoc gia.

Thang 6 nam 1954, khi hoi nghi Geneve dang khai dién
ong dai dién Bac si Phan Huy Quadt lién lac v6i cuu hoang
Bao bai dé xin cho bdc si Qudt lam thu tudng thay thé
hoang than Buu Loc. Nhung Bao bai da chon Ngo6 binh
Diém. Khong thoéi chi, dng Diém lai van dong véi 6ng Diém
dé bac si Quat co moét ghé bo truong, cung khong xong. C6
1€ vi 6ng Diém khong muén dung nhting chinh khéch da bi
dot chay trong giai phdp Bao Pai ti1 1948 dén 1954.

Ong Diém cho biét 1a chinh 6ng da gitip soan thao ban
tuyén ngon cho nhom Caravelle ma éng cho rang gom toan
nhting chinh khéch c¢ thé.

Trong cudc dao chinh nam 1963 6ng Diém da cong tac
mat thiét voi tuéng Lé Van Kim vi biét 6ng nay phu trach
phan chinh tri trong h6i dong tuéng lanh dao chinh. Nguoi
My ma hai 6ng Kim va Diém thuong xuyén tiép xuc trong
dip nay la Rufus Phillips, mét nhan vién CIA. Su lién hé
Diém-Phillips-Kim ctung na na nhu su cau két gitta tuong
Tran Van Don va trung td My Lou Conein?. Ong hy vong

2 Déi chiéu cudn “Our endless war” (Cudc chién bt tan clia chung toi) clia
Tran Van Don, ngudi doc thdy hinh nhu éng Bui Diém dé che gidu viéc 6ng va 6ng
Phan Huy Quat cé lién lac van dong dé ngudi My dat lam thu tudng. Cudi trang 108
vadautrang 109 (Sdd) 6ng Bon viét: “Lou Conein dai dién Dai Su Cabot Lodge goi
vaxin phép cho mét may bay dap xuéng Tan Son Nht. Conein ndi may bay cé ché
Bac stPhan Huy Qudt tir Can Tho vé Saigon. Téi da phai cap gidy phép, vicaclanh tu
dao chinh da cdm chi moi chuyén bay. Sau nay téi dugc biét rang viéc dng Quat voi
va vé Saigon c6 lién hé dén mét ké hoach clia ngusi My mudn dua 6ng lén lam thi
tudngcliachinh phihau dao chanh. Bac siQuat, mot chinh khach than My dating
lam bé truéng quéc phong thai quéc trudng Bao Bai. Sau nay vao nam 1965, gitia
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qua 6ng Kim 6ng c6 thé dat dugc y nguyén dua bac si Quat
lén lam thu tudéng ctua chinh pht hau ddo chinh. Nhung khi
dao chinh thanh cong 6ng da “that vong.” Vi tuéng Duong
Van Minh da khong chon bdc si Qudt ma lai chon ong
Nguyén Ngoc Tho.

Tuy nhién réi cing cé mot 1an éng dugce toai nguyén.
bau nam 1965 tuong Nguyén Khanh da moi bac si Quat
lam tht tuéng va bac si Quat da phai tranh luan gay go mai
thuyét phuc dugc 6ng Diém nhan ghé bo trudng phu thu
tuong,2bis

Hai 6ng vira nhan chuc dugc chua day mot thang thi hai
tiéu doan Thuy quan luc chién My d6 bo 1én Pa Nangl+]
mé man cho cudc My héa chién tranh Viét Nam, tuy rang
chua bao gio nguoi My chinh thiic tuyén chién.

Bathang sau 6ng Quat, mic dau co quan suDiém troluc,
khong giai quyét ndi cudc khung hoang noi cac do nguyén

ltc cudc khung hodng tén gido va chinh tri 1én cao ngudi My da thanh cong trong
viéc ban b cho ngudi con dé dau cliaho chiic thi tudng” Sau day la nguyén van:

“Lou Conein, representing Ambassador Cabot Lodge, called and asked for
permission for a plane to land at Tan Son Nhut. He said the plane was carrying
Dr Phan Huy Quat back to Saigon from Can Tho where he had been grounded. |
had to grant the permission, since all flights were banned by the coup leaders. |
learned afterward that Quat’s hurried return to Saigon was linked toan American
plan to make him premier of the post-coup government.

“Dr Quat, a pro-American statesman, had served as a cabinet minister during
Bao Dai ‘s reign. Later in 1965, at the height of a religious and political crisis, the
Americansucceededingivingtheir protégé the premiership.” (pages 108and 109)

2515 Trang 125. Ong Diém da dung cac tir “mién cusng” (reluctance) vé phia
ong,va “tranh cai manh liét” (argued strongly) vé phia bac sTQuat.

[+ Noitrang 338 6ng Diém c6 thanh minh “Thanh Nga” réing ngudi My khéng
hoiy thi tuéng Phan Huy Quat va 6ng!

35dd trang102.Va104.
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nhan chia ré Bac Nam, da anh dung rut lui ngay 11 thang 6
nam 1965, cham dut gidc mo “dan su - dan chi” cua chinh
khéch Bui Diém.

Ong Diém cho biét 6ng c6 rat nhiéu ban My va thuong
tiép xuc v6i cac phong vién My cua cac nhat bdo, tuan bao
vacdc hang thong tdn lon nhu Neil Sheehan (UPI), Malcolm
Browne (AP), va David Halberstam (N.Y.Times)*. C¢ lé vi
thé nhan dinh cua 6ng vé ché do dé nhat Cong Hoa cé phan
giong du luan chung ctia bao gi¢i My do cac phong vién tré
ndi trén chi phdéi trong thoi gian 1962-1963 1a Iuc chinh
quyén Ng6 binh Diém gap nhiéu kho khan don dap. Nguoc
lai cting c6 nguoi cho rang 6ng va nhting nguoi cé dc cam voi
6ng Ngo6 binh Nhu nhu 6ng da anh hudng nhiéu dén nhan
dinh ctia cdcnhabdo My noitrén. Trong cuén héiky ongviét:

“ONG DIEM CHUYEN QUYEN VA THAT BAI, qud ro li
déu do sy chi phoi clia nguoi em nham hiém”™

Nhung ban dau, khi “ban chét con nguoi 6ng Diém chua
boc 16 hién nhién”®, nhu ongviét, ong Diém da c6 nhan dinh
khd tot vé ong Diém:“Toi vdt kinh phuc vi thii tuéng mdiva tin
tuongrang, trén hét, onglamot chinh khdch sdc sdo, tinh khon.””

“sdd trang 101

> Sdd trang 97. Soan gia tam dung tinh tur “nham hiém” dé chuyén nghia tu
“Machiavellian” do danh ti riéng Machiavelli, tén ciia mot chinh tri gia Y (Nicold
Machiavelli, 1469-1527), tac gia cudn Le Prince (Ong Hoang) ma cé ngudi ndi la
cudn sach dau giudng ctia 6ng Ngod Dinh Nhu. Trong tac phdm nay Machiavelli da
béc 16 chl truong dung moi tht doan hiém déc nhit mién sao dat dugc muc tiéu
chinhtri. Nguyén van trong “In The Jaws of History”: “Diem was an autocratand a
failure, all too obviously under the sway of his Machiavellian brother.”

s.dd trang 97,hang 25.

’s.dd trang 87. Nguyén van: “l had a good deal of respect for the new prime
minister,and | believed that above all he was an astute politician.”
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Vé tinh hinh yén tinh 6 néong thon trudce 1960, 6ng Diém
viét: “Trudc do di trong mién qué that thodi mdi. Ban co thé ldi
xe tit noi nay di noi khdc ma khong so bi tin cong.®

Vé cudc khung hoang Phat Gido gitia nam 1963, 6ng
Diém két toi giam muc Ngo Dinh Thuc hon 1a 6ng Diém:

“Cudc khung hodng Phat Gido trén khdp Viét Nam vao
thdng 6 nam 1963 la do chinh sdch cua chinh phu Diém vu dai
Cong Gido. Gia dinh Diém theo dao Cong Gido, va khi 6 Hoa
Ky ong Diém da tung 6 trong mot dong tu ciia My. Tu nhién la
ong ta cam thdy thodi mdi hon xung quanh nguoi Cong Gido
va an tam hon vé sy trung thanh cia ho. Nguyén diéu nay, tu
106 khong tao nén nhing vin dé nan gidi. Nhung anh cia ong
Di¢m la gidm muc Thuc ¢ Vinh Long, voi tong gidm muc Hué,
va chinh 6ng nay hon la 6ng Diém, phdi chiu trdch nhiém vé cdc
vu bing né ton gido xdy ra vao mia hé ndm dé.””

Dau sao so voi cac ong Nguyén Chanh Thi, D6 Mau, H6
St Khuel?, thi ong Diém da dung nhtng 16i tuong d6i nhe

8 sdd trang 97. Nguyén van: “| did know that as 1960 merged into 1967, the
guerrillas had made serious inroads into the life of the countryside. Prior to that
it had been easy to get around in rural areas. You could drive from place to place
without fear of attack”

?s.dd trang 99. Nguyén van: “The Buddhist crisis that enveloped Vietnam
in June of 1963 was provoked by the Diem regime’s favoritism toward Catholics.
Diem’s family was Catholic and while he was in the United States Diem had spent
time inan American monastery. He naturally felt more comfortable around Cath-
olics and more sure of their loyalty. By itself, this might have not created insur-
mountable problems. But Diem’s oldest brother, Thuc, was bishop of Vinh Long
and then archbishop of Hue, and it was he, more than Diem himself, who was re-
sponsible for the religious explosions that took place that summer.”

19Xin xem cac chuongsau.
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nhang trong khi chi trich 6ng Diém. Cé 1€ mot phan vi 6ng
da duoc chung kién can bo cua Vo Nguyén Gidp thu tiéu,
tan sat cdc nguoi quoc gia vao nhung nam 1945, 1946 tai
Bac Viét trong do co vo so cac dang vién Viét Nam Quéc
Dan bang, va bai Viét, cdc dong chi cua ong, ké ca lanh tu
Truong Tt Anh mat tich mot cach ky bi, cting tuong tu nhu
lanh tu Ly Bong A ctia dang Duy Dan. So véi su tan bao cua
céng san thi dau sao thai do cua chinh quyén Ngo6 binh
Diém d6i voi nhém Caravelle van con rat nhe.

Phai chang vi da 16n tuéill, va cting da gin ba chuc nam
sau, nén 6ng Diém khong ndi chinh xdc 1dm vé vu bit giam
cac nhan vat thuoc nhém Caravelle!2, khién nguoi doc co
thé hiéu lam la mot vai nguoi, nhu 6ng Phan Quang ban
chang han, da bi bat giam ngay sau khi ban “tuyén ngon
Caravelle” ra doi, va 6ng Nguyén Tuong Tam tic nha van
Nhat Linh cting tu tirngay luc do.

Thucratdc gia “Doan Tuyét” chi tu ti sau khi nghe bi dua
ra toa vao thang 7 nam 1963, vi 6ng cho rang “Chi cé lich su
x1 duoc t6i”13, Con bac st Phan Quang Pan (tuc Phan Huy
bén) thivan duoc tu do. Bang chingla 6ng con co thé “tham
gia” cudc dao chinh thang 11 nam 1960 va bi mét thiéu ta
cung ho va chtt 16t Phan Huy si nhuc ngay trudc mét, khi si
quan nay noi to voi tuéng Nguyén Chanh Thi rang: “bD.M.
chung no x6i thit do. Toan la bon x6i thit ¢4, dai ta oil4, Vi si

T'Nam in cusn héi ky 6ng Diém 65 tudi.

25dd trang 95.

3 Theo Cao Thé Dung va Luong Khai Minh tac gia “Lam thé nao dé giét mot
téng théng” thi sau khi nghe tin nha van Nhat Linh quyén sinh 6ng Diém vé cling
xuc dongvasau dé 6ngthuong hay [én Ba Lat tinh dudng cho khuay khoa.

1 «yiet Nam, mot troi tam su” clia Nguyén Chanh Thi trang 138.
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quan Phan Huy nay mu6n néi: ong ban (hay cé 1é ca ongluat
su Hoang Co Thuy ntia, cho nén mdi duing hai chit “ching
no”,vakhongbiét céd nguygom ca éng Phan Huy Qudt, ciing
cung ho Phan Huy vao do khong?) muon loi dung “Cach
Mang” nhdy ra vao phut chot dé “an co”.



Chuong5
Cao Thé Dung: Tong thong Ng6
Pinh Diém la ngugi rat giau tinh
cam. Phai chang 6ng ciing co
ngugi tinh?

ao Thé Dung la nha van,

nha bdo, nha gido va nha
nghién ciu kinh té c6 bang
tién si cua My vé “Céc thuong
gia Trung Qudc va thi truong
lta gao tu 1865-1965.” Nhung
6ng muodn tré thanh su gia véi
nhung tic phdm do s¢ nhu
“Viét Nam 30 nam méu lta” ca

ngan trangl, va dac biét 1a bo
but ky lich st néi tiéng “Lam Hinh: T.L.
thé nao dé giét mot téng thong” xuat ban tai Saigon nam
19702, T4c ph4m 700 trang nay tuy dugc ra mat véi hai téc
gia: Cao Thé Dungva Luong Khai Minh. Nhung nhu é trang

Do Alfaxuit ban tai Falls Church, Va, Hoa Ky nam 1991.
2 Nhing trich dan & day déu theo &n ban clia co s6 Van Hoa Déng Phuong téi
ban lan thi ba tai hai ngoai nam 1988.
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cuoi sach Cao thé Dung da minh dinh, Luong khai Minh
chi gop y kién va tai liéu, trach nhiém vé nhting nhan dinh
va két luan thuoc trach nhiém cua Vi Hoang tic Cao Thé
Dung. O d4u chuong 1 (trang 14) téc gia da noi ro muc dich
cta ong “khong nham bién minh cho ai, hodc két t01 ai, ma chi
muon ndi lén mot su thuc.”

bau thap nién nay nguoi ta thay gido su Dungviét déu dan
cho t6 Van Thdng, to bao doc nhat é My khong ¢ quang cdo,
cuamot té chuce chinh tridomét cyu dangvién Duy Dan, ong
Ha Lac Da Phu Viét Viém T, Lé Tu Vinh cAm dau3. Cungvoi
ong Dung doc gia con thdy nhung cay but c6 tiéng nhu n
van si Minh Buc Hoai Trinh, mot trong nhting sang 1ap vién
cua Van But Viét Nam hai ngoai, Lé Xuyén, Nguyén Thi Binh
Thuong, cuu bo trudng gido su bac si Tran Ngoc Ninh, cuu

3 OngLé TuVinh lamot nha tudng s6 va tirvi da dé tam nghién cuu kinh dich
va khoa thai 4t hang chuc nam. Nhing 16i tién dodn chinh xac clia 6ng vé thai
cuédc quéc té lien quan dén su sup d6 cta khdi cong san Bong Au va Lién S6 da
khi€n nhiéu ngudinghirang nhiing gi 6ng dang nhdm téivatién doan vé mot Viét
Nam thoat dch cédng san chi xay ra trong vong vai nam vao dau thap nién nay sé
thanh su thuc. Nhung, chang may nhiing tién dodan lac quan clia 6ng da sai. C6 1&
vivady matd Van Thang dinh ban va té chiic chinh tri clia éng Vinh cling im tiéng
cho dén nay. Ong Vinh ciing la ngusi néi xac quyét réng nhiing ang tho chéng
cong cua thi st Nguyén Chi Thién chinh la énh tién cong ctia c6 dang trudng
Duy Dan, Ly Bong A. Nhu vay, theo éng, Ly Bong A hay con séng. Néu cé doc
Van Théng, han déc gia da thdy la chinh bac si Tran Ngoc Ninh, cuu bé truéng, va
ky gia Nguyén Thj Binh Thudng cing ddng quan diém véi 6ng Vinh va méi ngudi
béng mot cach, c8 ching minh rang tho Nguyén Chi Thién chinh latho Ly Déng
A. Cé lé vivay nén khi 6ng Nguyén Chi Thién xudt hién trén dat My thi ngudi ta
khong muén doc “Van Thang” nia.

Vé con ngudi dugc ménh danh la “nguc si” - Nguyén Chi Thién. Ong luén ty
cho va tu hao la minh da chéng céng ngay tu dau va chéng tiu H6 Chi Minh tré
xudng, ngay tir nhiing ngay con nhiéu ngudi ton sting than tuong H6 Chi Minh da
dam thoa ma 6ng ta tham té. Tudng nén thém rang Nguyén Chi Thién da tung la
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nghi si Pham Nam Sdch, v.v. Nhung chi duoc vai ndm thi to
bdo dinh ban sau nhting tai nan dén dap xay dén cho canhan
vagia dinh 6ng Vinh, va tda bdo bi thiéu rui.

Gan day nguoi ta lai thay tén 6ng Cao Thé Dung trong
s6 nhung nhan vat tham gia cai goi la chinh phu luu vong
cua ky su Nguyén Htru Chanh, trong d6 co vai vi cuu tudng
lanh dé nhi Coéng Hoa. Nguoi khong ua thi néi ong Dungla
nguoicohéichinghia, dén gio trd co. Nguoi rong luong thi
bao 6ng nang né tim moi thé dung dé chéng cong.

Trong cudn st “Viet Nam 30 nam mau ltra” 6ng Dung da
phé binh TT Diém nhu sau:

“Mot sai lam khdc nghiém trong cia chinh quyén Ngo Dinh
Diém la lam mdt 3 tiém luc chong cong vo gid:

- O mién Trung Viét Nam Qudc Dan Pdng cdm siing chong
chinh quyén.

- Omién Nam Cao Dai mot phdn bdt hop tdc - chinh quuyén
cd théloai Tran Van Sodi, Lam Thanh Nguyén, nhung loai luc
luong Hoa Hdo Lé Quang Vinh khong nhing sai lam nghiém

ban tu clia Vi Thu Hién (con Vi Binh Huynh, mét trong may ngudi than tin nhat
cua Hé6 ChiMinh, da ting la truéng ban |& tan clia phi chu tich, sau nay bi thanh
trungkhong nuong tay trong cai goila“ vy anxét lai chéng dang”) va sau nay ca hai
thodt ra nudc ngoai con & chung véi nhau trong moét can ho lai da bi chinh Vi Thu
Hién, cting nhu Bui Tin ché [a c6 thai do6 thi€u khoan nhugng d6i véi nhiing ngudi
congsan giac ngo.

V& con ngudi va lap trudng chéng cong clia Nguyén Chi Thién, Vi Thu Hién
cé viét trong héi ky “Dém Gilia Ban Ngay” nhu sau: “Véianh Cong san la xau, la téi
té, la kinh tom, chdm hét. Khong mét céi gi cia Cong san la tét... Cao 1énh khénh
giia cac ban tu, Nguyén Chi Thién nhin di qua cap kinh tring ma dang sau la cap
mét |6i ngo ngac. Thién khong phai la ngusi tl budng binh, chéng déi bt curai vao
bt ctrlic nao. Anh con thuéc loai hién lanh nira [a khac.Nhung do la moét ngudi t
khong thé bé gay. Tinh than bat khudt clia nhiing ngudi ti khong biéu hién & thai
do6 ngang tang ma & thai do bat can, thai dé khinh man.”
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trong ma con la mot trong to1 doi voi lich si. Bdy la chu truong
ctia Nguyén Ngoc Tho va Duong Vin Minh*], hai nguoi von
khong wa Ba Cut va Hoa Hdo, dong thoi ciung do su co chdp cia
ong Diém.

- Mdt luc lugng Trinh Minh Thé la mot thiét hai to lon. V6i
trén 2.500 (quan), nam 1952 lyc luong yéu nudc nay dia mo
rong dia ban hoat dong khdp mién Dong va lan tdi mién Tay,
phat trién 16i ddnh du kich va ddc cong. Lic nghe tin trung
tudng Trinh Minh Thé bi bdn chét tai tran,* theo Lansdale,
nguoi dang ngoi néi chuyén véi ong Diém, thi ong nay bang
hoangva chday nudc mdt. Lansdale néivéi Shaplen : “bay la lan
duy nhdt matoi thdy ong ta boc 1o tinh cdm (14, s6 chii thich cua
Cao Thé Dung). Nhung chi mot ndm sau luc luong cia tuong
Thé bi chia cdt, ddy ra khoi mién Dong va dua lén Cao Nguyén
hodc ra gidi tuyén.

- Mién Trung den t61 hon, luc luong Pai Viét vo trang ly khai
¢ Ba Long.”

Sau day chung t6i xin trich dan mot vai doan c6 lién

[+] Ong Lam L& Trinh, cyu bé trudng, ciing néi chinh dai iy Nhung, ngusi ma
nhiéu ngudi cho rang da giét hai dng Diém-Nhu trén xe M113 ngay 2 thang 11 nam
1963, tay em than can ctia dng Duong Van Minh da hanh quyét Ba Cut. (Dién Dan
PhuN@s6thang 1,nam 1998.)

4 Tudng Trinh Minh Thé thudc luc lugng Cao Dai Lién Minh, chu truong via
chéng cong vuia chéng thuc dan Phap nén dugc téng théng Diém, cing mét chu
truong chiéu du (theo mét phu ta than can cta tudng Thé, thi dng Diém da clrem
rudt éng la Ngo6 Dinh Nhu 1én tan ban doanh clia vi tudng nay dé thuyét phuc, va
cling phai ddu tri gay go mdi chinh phuc dugc,) da ra hop tac véi chinh quyén va
dén quan di dep phién loan Binh Xuyén. Ong bj tui thuong trong tran nay (ngay 3
thang 5 nam 1955). Theo nhiing ngudi chéng éng Diém Itc do thi do 6ng Diém
muén diét hau hoa, vi thdy tudng Thé la ngudi dugc quan chung mén phuc va cé
thé sé [angudi thay thé 6ng. Mot sé ngudi khac thi cho rang Viet conglatht pham.
Cangco nguditinlado dan clia phe Binh Xuyén. Mai tdi gan day mét cudnsach clia
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quan dén “loi khen tiéng ché” d6i véi ong Diém trong cuén
“Lam thé nao d€ giét mot tong thong” cia Cao Thé Dung,
duoc nhiéu nguoi doc mot cach say mé trong nhiing ndm
dau thap nién 702,

Trudc hét vé lién hé tinh cam gia dinh 6ng Diém, theo1é
nghia, 6ng Cao Thé Dung viét:

“Nhu trén da viét, TT Diém bj chi phoi manh mé béi tinh
nghia gia dinh than thudc. Chit Lé do1ivoi ongla mot diéu khong
thé thiéu. Tiéc rang chit Lé trong tinh than Nho Gido, tuy tao
duoc thé thong vé phuong dién quic gia, song cdi thuc tai ctia xa
hoi gitia thé ky 20 da lam cho chit Lé ciia 6ng tong thong tré nén
nhitng hinh thitc phit du va lam cho ong lac long va cang co don
xa la trong mot thé ky ma ndc thang gid tri cii chi con nhu dng
may chiéu.”

“Cung vi mot chix thé thong ma mot si quan da thang duoc
vu kién. Quan toa la tong thong, ba Nhu la nguyén cdo. Khi
quoc vuong va hoang hdu Thdi Lan qua tham Viét Nam, thi ba
Nhu dong vai “tiép vién ciia quoc gia” (Hotesse) dé nghénh don
hoang hdu Thdi Lanvé dinh Doc Lap viéng tong thong V.N. theo
nghi léroi trévé dinh Gia Long nghi. Tong thong Viét Nam cing
dén dinh Gia Long dé ddp 1é, cung di theo c6 ba Nhu. Liic tré ra
ba Nhu di sau tong thong. Vién st quan hau can cdn lai va noi:
“Ba khong duoc di cung. Theo nghilé ba phdi di sau 5 phit.” Ba
Nhundigian phdan doi. Vién si quan dan ching theo “sdach” “Ba

cuu thiéu ta Salvani nguyén trudng phong nhi Phap thai chién tranh Béng Duong
viét maivén man bimat vachothdy doladovién danbanléntimét gian diép Phap
nham tra thi cho tuéng Champson ma ngudi cta tusng Thé da tung luu dan sat
hai cung vdi 6ng Thai Lap Thanh ngay 31thang 7 nam 1951. (Dién Ban Phu NG s6
144,thang 3ndm 1996, trang 24.)

> «yjet Nam 30 nam mau IUra,” trang 483.

6« am thé nao dé giét mot téng thdng” trang 72.
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ddu c6 phdi la vo ciia tong thong ma duoc tré vé dinh cung mot
liic. Toi cii theo nghi 1é ctia 6ng Hoang Thiic Bam. Tong thong
phdivé dinh trudc. Nam phit sau ba mdi dugc ra vé.” Ba Nhu
noi gidn ma danh chiun.”

“Nhung sau do ba vé mdch ong Nhu va sang tdn phong tong
thong kién. Ong tong thong sai goivién si quan hau cdn (Daiy
Bdng) vao doi chdt. Ba Nhunditheo lé ctia ba Nhu. Vién si quan
ndi theo lé ciia vién st quan va nhdn manh lam nhu thé dé giu thé
thong quoc gia. Ong téng théng khong néi mot céu, réi cho cd
hai nguoi ra vé. Ba Nhu rdt ham huc vé thdi do ldng thinh cia
ong anh tong thong. Sau budi chiéu ong qua phong ong ba Nhu
va tuyén dn: “N6 néi ding”™”.

Vé céch cai tri cua téng thong Diém, Cao Thé Dung phé
binh nhu sau:

“Ong cai tri dan véi mot “thién mang” ctia Nho gia. Cho nén
ta thuong thdy ong luém nhdc dén chit “thanh”, chit “thanh” ldy
6 sdch Trung Dung. Mot tuong lanh hién nay (1970) hay con
giit thi buit cia 6ng do ong viét tay va cho duong sy lam mon gia
bdo gom c6 6 chit Hdn, nét chit rdt dep: “Thanh gid thién chi dao
da” (Thanh la dao ctia troi vay”. Trong tinh thdan doé ong qud
la mot vi minh qudn 6 tién bdn thé ky 19. Nhung gitia thé ky 20
va trong thuc tai cua Viét Nam sau 1954 tong thong Diém lai
trd thanh lac long trong con giong t0 cia thoi dai. Tuy tao dugc
uy quyén toi thuong, tuy gint duoc thé thong quoc gia, nhung ong
tong thong lai tré nén pho tuong trong vuon thuong uyén. Trong
khuvuon do ong tuong ai ciing nghi nhu omg, ciing lam nhu ong
va song nhu ong song. Ong lai qud tin noi minh véi mdc cdm uy
quyén va ghen vdi uy quyén do (Jaloux de son pouvoir).”

7sdd trang 74.
8sddtrang83,84.
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Tac gia “Lam thé nao dé giét mot tong thong” biét rat
nhiéu chi tiét vun vat trong doi séng cd nhan téng théng
Diém déi véi cac anh em 6ng, véi ba Nhu va cac cong su
vién than can, ké ca cdc sy quan tuy vién vatom tat rang ong
Diém la nguoi vira c6 tinh vira c6 uy:

“Téng thong Diemla NGUOT NHIEU TINH CAM, t6t bung
nhung chit Lé, chit Nghia theo tiét do ciia nho gia da tré thanh
cdi khung chdc nich nhot éng vao do. Do d6 ma cdi to1 tinh cdm
(Le moi sensible) khong thé hién duoc ra ngoai dé thau phuc
nhan tém va ho tro cho cdi uy sdn co cia ong. Sau 1963, phdi
nhin nhdn rdng, trong hang lanh dao quoc gia tai mién Nam,
chua mot nha lanh dao nao ching to co cdi uy nhu ong. Do la uu
diémva la diéu can thiét s6 mot ciia mot ong quoc truong. Nhdt
la quoc trudng mot nudc cham tién. ”

Sau d¢ it trang 6ng Dung lai nhac lai va nhan manh hon:

“Nhiéu nguoi van tin tong thong Diém la con nguoi kho
khan it tinh cdm. Diéu nay khong ding, va trdi lai, ong lai qud
nhiéu tinh cam.”'0

C¢ lé Cao thé Dung la nguoi duy nhat da dam dua mot
van dé khd té€ nhi véi nhiéu nghi van vé kha nang sinh ly, doi
song tinh cam cta ong Diém lén nhiing trang sach néng
bdng. Vi 8 trang gidy va hai tiéu dé: “Moi tinh bi mat ctia
téng thong Ngo binh Diém”, va “Mon cceur a son secret”
(tam dich: “Long toi ¢6 bi mat cua n6”), Cao Thé Dung da
16i gido suPham Van Nhuralam chung dé qua quyét rangvé
phuong dién sinh ly 6ng Diém rat binh thuong, va 6ng con
c6 mét mai tinh, c6 1é chi trong méng. Quy vi nao muoén

?Sddtrang97.
0 Trang102.
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biét chi tiét xin doc sach da dan tit trang 102 dén trang 110.

Cole cung chico Cao Thé Dung dam dua mot van dé hét
suc nguy hiém lén mat gidy dé gian tiép t6 cdo My nhing
tay mot cach tho bao va tan bao vao viéc lat d6 cho bang
duoc téong thong Diém qua trung gian cac nha su, nhung vi
“thanh” ctia dao tu bi, mac du Iuc 4y cdc tai liéu mat vé vu
do¢ chua dugc giai mat va nhiing nguoi chu truong hay tham
gia dao chinh con tai chuc véi quyén uy tot dinh.

Theo 6ng Cao Thé Dung thi mot dai uy tinh bao My tén
la Scott da dung mot loai chat né ma chi CIA My c6 dé gay
chét choc va hon loan, kinh hoang trude dai phat thanh
Hué hom moéng 8 thang 5 nam 1963, ma sau do6 cac Phat
tir trong nhém An Quang ctia TT. Thich Tri Quang va cac
phong vién My sdn dc cam voi chinh quyén Ngo6 Binh Diém
luén luén qua quyét - mai cho dén nay - rang thiéu ta Sy (ho
luon ludn viét kem theo cht “Cong Gido”) la tht pham cia
vy tan sat ot

Tiét 16 bi mat do khong phai 10i khen hay tiéng che,
nén khong duoc trich dan nguyén van ¢ day. Tuy nhién
no cung gop phan vao viéc minh oan cho c6 téng théng
Ngo6 binh Diém, vi vay ching t6i moi quy vi doc gid nao co6
thién cam vdi vi tong thong dé nhat Cong Hoa xem Sdd
trang 326-330.

" Trang 326-330.



Chuongé6
Tran Van Don: “Toi nghiép ong
Diém la ngugi ai ciing muu phan:
tuéng lanh cua 6ng, ngusi My va
ngay ca chinh em ruét 6ng”

rung tuong Tran Van Don |y

(1917-1997) xuat than tu THE STRUGGLE FOR POWER
moét gia dinh vong toc mién
Nam, sém budc vao binh nghiép
nén thoi dé nhat Cong Hoa Viét e A e
Nam o6ng da lam dén tu lénh VIETN AM
quan doan, roi quyén téng tham
muu truéng. Do su quen biét tu
trudc véi gia dinh 6ng ba Ngo e
pini Nhu, i 1 vi uong e IRALMUAIULN
tiép dudi quyén Téng thong la Hinh: Tap chi Life
tong tu lénh quan luc Viét Nam (theo hién phap,) nén
ong c6 nhiéu dip ké can hai 6ng Diém Nhu, biét r6 nhting
cai hay va cdi do cta hai 6ng. Ong Don la nguoi dong vai
chu chét trong viéc lién lac véi Dai st Cabot Lodge (qua

trung ta CIA Lucien Conein, ban ctia 6ng Don tu nhiéu
nam trudc khi hai nguoi cung song 6 Phap, (sinh quéan cua
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ca hai) d€ t6 chuc cudc dao chinh 14t 46 nén dé nhat Cong
Hoa, dan dén cai chét bi tham cua hai anh em 6ng Diém.
Ba thang sau khi ddo chinh thanh c6ng 6ng Bon bi tuéng
Nguyén Khanh, ciing ban cti ctia 6ng, bat giam 16ng tai ba
Lat cung vdi cac tuéng Lé Van Kim, Mai Httu Xuan, Ton
That binh. Thoi d¢ nhi Cong Hoa 6éng bon dac ci nghi si
quoc hoi.

Ong Doén di tan sang My trong ngay 30 thdng 4 nam
1975, dinh cu 6 vung Hoa Thinh B6n va 3 nam sau cho ra
doi tac phdm “Cudc chién bat tan ctia ching toi”!

T«Our endless war “, NXB. Presidio Press 1987.)

Trong tap sach gan 270 trang nay tac gia da két toi ong
Diém la doc tai, gia dinh tri, va bach hai Phat Gido, nhing
cai co dé ong cung véi mot s6 tudng lanh khac lat 6ng
Diém. Tuy nhién doc xong cudn sidch nguoi doc rat ngac
nhién thdy tuéng bon khen 6ng Diém nhiéu hon ché.
Chung t6i chi dan cu mot vai doan.

Noi trang 48, sau khi nhdc lai lai lich, tai nang va uy tin
ctia 6ng Diém doi véi cuu hoang Bao Dai, nguoi da nhiéu
lan trong dung 6ng Diém, hoac khan khoan moi 6ng Diém
gitt chuc thu tuéng trong nhitng nam 1933, 1945, 1948,
tuéng Don viét: “Khi ong Diém nhan ra cam quyén ndim
1954, tdt cd nhung ai biét ong déu dong y ong vira la nguoi yéu
nudc nong nhiét vica trung kién bdao vé nén doc lap quoc gia,
Tuy nhién cing cé nguoi khong tin cdy ong trong chiic vu thi
tudng, coi ong khong duoc moi nguoi hoan nghénh, vi ong goc
mién trung va da xa qué huong lau ngay. Nhung trong tam tri
nhiéu nguoi ong van la lanh tu duy nhdt co duoc 6 mién Nam
ma sy liem khiét khong thé dd kich dugc.”?

2 Sach da dan trang 48. Nguyén van: “When Ngo Dinh Diém did
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accede to power in 1954, all who knew him had to agree that he was
both an ardent patriot and a staunch defender of national indepen-
dence. However, there were those in political circles who distrusted
the new prime minister, regarding him asan intruder, since he came
from central Vietnam and had been absent from the country for
a long time. But in many minds he was the only leader available in
South Vietnam whose integrity could not be assailed.”

Sau khi nhdc lai cuoc thép tung téng thong Di¢m sang
Mynam 1957 valaylam hanh dién dugc nghe nguoi My tan
duong,bao dolalan dautién téng thong My (Eisenhower)
nghénh don moét doan quoc khach tan san bay, tuéng bon
noivé tinh tinh 6ng Diém ma 6ng cho rang it ai dugc biét:
“Ong Diém la nguoi cuc ky nong ndy, nhung biét cich gii binh
tinh trudc mdt nguoi khdc, hay trong liic thuong lugng. Ong
c6 mot thut binh thdan cia nguoi A Chéu, che gidu mot noi xao
xuyén ndo logn bén trong.”

3 Sddtr. 49. Nguyén van: “Diem was an extremely nervous man
but he knew how to maintain a calm appearance in the presence of

others or during business negotiations. He had akind of Asiatic tran-
quility which masked an inner turmoil that only insiders saw.”

Trudc ndm 1954 6ng Bon da ting cé dip noi chuyén voi
ongDiém tainhabacua6ng ¢ baLatlanoi ongbaNhutru
ngu va trong lan, say mé ngdm lan. Ong viét vé thoi gian
nay nhu sau: “Ong Diém mudn hoc that nhiéu, hoc hét siic
minh, vé moi khia canh cia ddt nudc, chinh phu, Viét Minh va
quén doi. Ong héi toi nhiing cdu héi rét ty my, thdu ddo va c6
thé moi cho dén tan cung tdt cd kién thiic ma toi co lic do. Toi
rdt cdm phuc ong, coi ong la mot nguoi rdt muc thong minh,
cuong tryc va ddy long yéu nude.”*

#5ddtr. 51.“He wanted to learn as much as he could about all as-

pects of the country, the government, the Viet Minh, and the army.
He asked very detailed and penetrating questions and was able to
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extract from me just about all the knowledge | had. I was greatly im-
pressed with him seeing him as a highly intelligent, honest, and pa-
triotic man.”

bén doan sau 6ng bon cho biét nhan xét va cam tudng

cta 6ng khi 6ng Diém dugc bau lam téng théng dé nhat

Cong Hoa nhu sau: “bdy la nhiung liic ho hoi han hoan thuc

su cho dan Viét Nam chung toi. Lan dau tién ching toi duoc

thdy mot lanh tu thuc sy ndng dong va duoc dan mén chuéng

sé ¢o thé duong dau vdi luc luong mién Bdc cia 6ng H6 Chi

Minh. Vao thoi gian do tdt cd chung toi dung dang sau ong

Diém: quan nhdan, cong chiic, va nong dan miét qué trong cdc

lang xda. Sy ung ho nay hoan toan dén noi trong cudc bdu cic

ong Diém da thdng qud lon va ngay 26 thdng 10 ndm 1956

nén dé nhdt Cong Hoa Viét Nam duoc tuyén bo thanh lap voi
ong Diém la tong thong.>

>Sddtr. 62. “These were heady times for us Vietnamese. For the

first time we saw a really dynamic and popular leader who would

turn the anti-Communist cheek against Ho Chi Minh ‘s forces of the

North. At that time we were all behind Diem: the army, civil services,

and the farmers out in the villages. This support was so complete

that in the election, Diem’s position carried overwhelmingly and on

Octoberthefirst Republic was proclaimed with Diem as president. A

constitution was promulgated concurrently and 52 foreign nations

recognized the new republic. We even appointed an observer to
represent us at the United Nations.”

Cdc nha bdo My thoi d6 va moét vai st gia My sau nay
nhu Stanley Karnow, Schlesinger, Sheehan thuong ché
ong Diém ru ru ¢ trong dinh khong chiu tiép xuc véi
dan. Nhung nhtng nguoi gan 6ng Diém hon va chiu kho
theo 6ng di kinh ly nhu dai su Nolting, 6ng Pon, hoac
nhu nha bao Margaret Higgins x6ng xdo hang chuc thon
ap ngay trong thoi gian xdo trén sau nay dé tim hiéu su
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thuc, thi déu khen 6ng Diém di sat dan va duoc dan qué
thuong mén. bay hay nghe 6ng bon, moét 6ng tuéng chu
chot trong cudc dao chinh 1at dé 6ng Diém, cho biét kinh
nghiém ctia Ong:

“Chuong trinh dp chién lugc® nhdm Binh Binh thon qué va
ddu tranh chong tham nhing, cd bac, nghién hit va mai dam
la budc dau duoc long dan ma tong thong Diém da lam khi ché
do ciia ong mdi thanh ldp.

© C6 l& tac gia mudn néi ké hoach dinh dién hay khu tru mat, vi
quéc sach “Ap chién Lugc “dén nam 1962 mai bat dau.

“T61 da co thé thdy ngay qua nhiéu cudc néi chuyén véi dan
chung thudc moi giai tang xd hoi la nhung hanh dong ban dau
ctia 6ng Diém rdt u duoc long dan. Trong quan doi moi cdp
déu phdn khoi trudc tinh than thong nhdt sau khi dep xong cdc
phe phdiva chinh phuc duoc cdc thanh vién cdc phdi do dung
vao hang ngi ching toi. Cdc cudc kinh ly khdp vang thon qué
ctia ong Diém lam ong rdt duoc long dan. Tai hai tinh Binh
Dinh va Qudng Ngai, trudc kia tung la ci diém cua cong sdn,
dan lang da noivdi toi: “Trong 10 ndm dudi quyén ong Ho Chi
Minh 6ng ta chua mot ldn nao tén cong dén thdam toi, nhung
mdi chi 10 ngay (sau khi duoc gidi phong) 6ng Ngo Dinh Diém
da toi tham va nghe ching toi k€ nhing noi kho khdn cia
chung t61.” Dan chiung 6 cd thanh thi lan xom lang déu biét vé
ong Diém va ldy lam thich nhimg gi ho duoc xem thdy.””

7 sdd tr. 63. Nguyén van: “A strategic hamlet program to help
pacification of the countryside and the struggle against corruption,
gambling, drugs, and prostitution was a popular step taken by the
president at the start of his regime. | could see at first hand from
many conversations with people at all levels of society that Diem ‘s

early actions were tremendously popular. In the army, all ranks were
enthusiastic at our unified spirit after the suppression of the sects
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and the rallying of their members to our side. Diem’s visits around
the countryside made him very familiar with the farmers. In Binh
Binh and Quang Nam provinces, which had long been communist
stronghold, | was told by the villagers that, ‘In ten years of leadership
by Ho Chi Minh, he never once took the trouble to visit us, but after
only ten days, Ngo Dinh Diem has already come to see us and listen
to our problems’ The people, both in cities and hamlets were be-
comingaware of Diem and liking what they saw.”

Vi quy trong 6ng Diém va cd lién hé nhiéu véi 6ng ba
Nhu ti lau, nén trong cuéc dao chinh tuéng Bon - theo
ong viét - da dé nghi dung giét hai éng, va nay trong hoi
ky 6ng xdc nhan rach roi viéc giét hai 6ng la chu truong
cta tuong Duong Van Minh, va con noi chinh 6ng nay ra
lénh ha sat hai ong.”P!s Ong Pén cting néi ring 6ng Minh
luon choi diéu d6 va co ai hoi thi ong Minh lai bao ci hoi
ong bon thi ro. bé khoi di vao chi tiét mot van dé hoi xa
trong tam chu dé “1oi khen, tiéng ché”, xin moi ban doc,
néu muoén bié€t gitra hai 6ng Duong Van Minh va Tran
Van bon ai sai ai dung, hay doc “Viét Nam Chinh Stt” cua
Nguyén Van Chuc va “Nhung ngay cudi cung cia téng
thong Ngo6 binh Diém” ctia Hoang Ngoc Thanh va Than
Thi Nhan buc.

755 Sddtr.112: “This still leaves unanswered the question of who

ordered their deaths. | can state without equivocation that this was
done by general BigMinh, and by him alone”

Cuoi trang 114 6ng Don cé tiét 160 moét chi tiét kha ly
thu: “Sau cudc ddo chinh - ong Pon luon ding tir ddo chdnh
chit khong goi la cudc Cdch Mang nhu mot s6 nha su hay
tdc gid khdc, My cung nhu Viét - khi di qua ti ho so ciia ong
Nhu téi da tim thdy mot ld thu cia ba Nhu tit ngoai quoc gui
vé hoi chong vé vu ddo chinh cua ong ta chong ong Diém ra
sao. Ngdu nhién ma ONG DIEM DANG THUONG BI MOI
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NGUOI MUU PHAN, tit cdc tudng lanh hang déu ciia ong,
761 nguoi My, ngay cho dén cd em rudt ong.”

8sddtr. 114vas. Nguyén van: “After our coup, ingoing through
Nhu’s file cabinet, | found a letter written by his wife from abroad
asking how his own coup plan against Diem was coming. As it hap-
pened, poor Diem had everyone plotting against him, his top gener-
als, the Americans,and even his own brother.

S6ditudng bon nguoi déng vai chti chot trong cudclat
dé ong Diém, maluc dy nhitng nguoi chu truong déu goi la
“Cudc Cach Mang”, lai khong dung ti nay ma trailai luon
lu6n dung tu ddo chanh (‘Coup d’etat’), la vi ngay tu sau
do ong da thay rang cai dugc ménh danh la cach mang da
chang dem lai duoc diéu gi tét dep cho xi s6 ma con mo
dau “mot giai doan lich st day hon loan véibiét bao 1abap
bénh.” Nhu 6ng da viét trén to Cong Ludn cta tuéng Ton
That Pinh ngay 31 thang 10 nam 1970.”

? Trong tac phdm “Lam thé nao dé giét mot téng théng?” trang
603, Cao thé Dung dang lai nguyén van 16i 6ng Bon nhu sau: “Ngay 1
thang 17 nam 1963 rit lai chi con la mét ngay “dao chanh mé ramoét
giai doan lich st ddy hon loan”

Khong nhu cac tuéng Nguyén Cao Ky, Nguyén Chanh
Thi hay 6ng Bui Diém, tuéng Tran Van Don nhan xét co
khi tich cuc vé cac 6ng Nhu, Cén va ngay ca ba Tran L¢
Xuan, vg 6ng Nhu ma 6ng cho la nguoi dan ba v6 cung
quyén ra ai cting thay dep 1.

10«She was an immensely attractive woman, beautiful by every-
body’s standard.”

Tuy nhién cting giong tudng Ky, ong bon cho rang 6ng
Diém ua ninh va dé bi ltra. Cudi trang 50 6ng da néu mot vi
du cuthé truong hop tinh truéng Binh Tuy da bung nhiing
cay co trai 6 vuon dem trong vao nhung ché 6ng Diém
kinh 1y di qua dé khoe thanh tich tang gia san xuat, ma
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6ng Diém khong biét. Thuc ra chuyén nay hoi do bi vo 16
vi chinh 6ng Diém da tinh mat biét duoc, nén tinh truéng
Lé Van Buonglién bi cach chuc.

Trong hoi ky 6ng Pon cho biét 6ng cung 1a Phat tu
nhu tuéng Duong Van Minh!l, va cting thu thuc ring sau
cuéc dao chinh 63, trong thoi gian hon loan, 9 1an thay d6i
chinh phu, cé motlan thuong toa Thich Tri Quang xui 6ng
lam dao chinh lat 6ng Ky, nhung 6ng khong nhan vi, éng
bao, 6ng khong co quan quyén trong tay. Co thé hiéurang
néu co binh quyén 6ng dalai cung véi TT. T.Tri Quang thu
thoi van 14n nal2. Ong néi, vi TT. T.Tri Quang chéng tat
ca cdc chinh quyén sau 6ng Diém (1an lugt cdc 6ng Tho,
Suu, Huong, Quét, Khanh va Thiéu, Ky), nén bi cdc 6ng
nay cho rang thuong toa 1a cong san, nhung theo 6ng thi
khong dung!3. Ong cting thém ngay sau d6 ring TT. T.Tr{
Quang chi tin cay c6 moét nguoi trong chinh quyén luc
ay (thoi tuéng Ky lam chu tich uy ban hanh phép trung
uong), 1a Trung Tuéng Nguyén Chanh Thi 14&15,

"sdd trang77.
2 pautrang173.

3 Trang 172. Nguyén vén: “Quang was in opposition to all re-
gimes from Diem’s on, so he was INCORECTLY characterized as a
Communist by ALL OF THEM.”

" Ibid.: “About the only senior official he (T.Quang) trusted
in government was the First Corp commander, General Nguyen
Chanh Thi.

15 Vé tusdng Thi xin xem chuong 24.

Cudn “Our endless war” cia 6ng bon duoc 6ng Colby
dé tua. Tai My hai 6ng lai & rat gan nhaul® chic cing
nang co dip gip nhau trudc khi in tdc phdm nay. Phai
chang vi vay ma 6ng bon cing ndi dén mot thu “doc tai
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nhan tu” giéng nhu 6ng Colby!”. Nhung khic mot diéu
la 6ng Colby thi m6 ta 6ng Diém la nha doc tai nhan tu,
con 6ng bon thi dé nghi véi 6ng Thiéu nén d4p dung mot
ché d6 doc tai nhan tu, (benevolent dictatorship), nhung
khong dugc 6ng Thiéu tan thanh vi sau d6 6ng Thiéu da
ap dung ché do ban doc tai (nguyén van cua 6ng bon:
semidictatorship), hay noi némnala doc tai nua voi. biéu
nay khong truc tiép lién quan dén viéc 6ng bon khen hay
ché o6ng Diém, nhung moét cach gian ti€p cing ndéi lén y
nghi cua 6ng bon co thay d6i phan nao sau khi lat d6 6ng
Diém va thdy su hon loan ngay sau do, néu khong phai 1a
sau khi dugc 6ng Colby lam cho tinh ngé phan nao veé 16i
lam cua nhting nguoi ldy c6 doc tai 1at d6 6ng Diém, dan
dén canh d6 nat vahon loan. Co 1é vi vay ma trong hoi ky
ong bon da khong da kich 6ng Diém nhiéu nhu cac 6ng
Nguyén Chanh Thi, D6 Mau, Hé si Khue...18
'8 Sdd trang 176-177. Nguyén van: “One day early in 1969, during
a lunch with Thiéu and Khiém | suggested to them that what might
be necessary for the good of the country was a kind of benevolent
dictatorship. | thought that the rules of democracy were not very
feasible while our country was engaged in a life-ordeath struggle.
Perhaps such adictatorship to save the nation, but not to keep them
personally in power, might prove effective. Thiéu and Khiém smiled
at me and said enigmatically, “Don’t worry. Just wait and you will

see.” “What we saw instead of a vigorous dictatorship was what |
called “semidictatorship.”



Chuong7
Dwight D. Eisenhower: Ng6
Pinh Diém, con ngugi than ky

wight David Eisenhower (1890-1969) la téng thong

thu 34 cua Hi¢p Chung Quéc My (hai nhiém ky, tu
1953 dén 1961.) Trong thé chién II 6ng 1a tu 1énh t6i cao
doan quan vién chinh My chi huy cudc d6 bo 1én bo bién
Normandie cua Phdp dé giai phong Au chau khoi ach
thong tri cua buc Quoc Xa dudi quyén nha doc tai 4o nau
Hitler. Trudc khi roi chuic vi téng théng, va chi mot ngay
trudc khi tan téng thong Kennedy tuyén thé nham chic,
téng thong Eisenhower, voi kinh nghiém cua moét thong
sodi, moét chién lugc gia quan su va véi tu cach nguoi
tién nhiém cao nién, da khuyén cdo va can dan Kennedy
la phai bang moi cach git cho bang dugc Ai Lao 1a cua
ngod vao Viét Nam va Pong Nam A. Nhung Kennedy, v6i
nhuing quan su va chuyén gia vé cong san va bong Nam
A c6 Averell Harriman va Roger Hilsman da coi thuong
loi khuyén nay, trung lap hoa Ai Lao r6i danh mat luon Ai
Lao, khién sau nay bi 6ng Diém ché trach, r6i dam ra thu
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Téng théng Dwight D. Eisenhower tai dac cti ndm 1956. Anh: T.L.

vdt (Toi chi c6 ynéi Harriman.)
SugiaJohn M. Newman, trong cu6én “Téng théng John
F. Kennedy va (cudc chién )Viét Nam”! da ghi: “Khodng
ddu ndm 1957 oéng Diém, bay gio la quoc truong, da dung
quyén hanh cia minh dé ché ngu cdc gido phdi bdt phuc tung
va nghién ndt cdc chi bo Viét Minh ¢ dong bang song Ciiu
Long; nhumg thanh tich nay khién tong thong Eisenhower ca
tung ong ta Ia CON NGUOI THAN KY ciia A Chau?.
! Nguyén van: “JFK and Vietnam”, by John M. Newman, N.Y.1992.
Xin xem chuong 16.

2 5dd trang 26. Nguyén vén: “By 1957 Diem, now the chief of
state, had used his power to subdue the dissenting religious sects
and smash the Viet Minh cells in the Mekong Delta, accomplish-
ments which led Eisenhower to hail Diem as the “ Miracle man” of
Asia.
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Chi nhung nguoi nao hiéu ro tinh hinh chinh tri thé
gioi luc 4y, va nhat 1a tinh hinh tuyét vong cua Viét Nam
sau chién thang Dién Bién cua Cong san, va theo doi sat
nhung gi tan thu tuéng Ngo6 binh Diém phai déi pho khi
moi 1én chédp chanh, méi ¢ thé thau triét dugc 16i khen
cta anh huing thé chién IT danh cho 6ng Diém.

Nhu ban doc da thay noi chuong 3, 6ng Colby ctng coi
viéc 6ng Diém vugt qua nhung kho khan trong hai nam
moi vé nude lamoét phép 1a3.

3 Xem chuong3&trén.

Nu ky gia Marguerite Higgins trong “Our Vietnam
nightmare”, trang 162 cting trich 10i cia mot chuyén vién
vé cac van dé Vién bong la William Henderson coi viéc
ong Diém thoat hiém trong cac cudc ddo chinh ho6i 1954,
1955 la mot phép la chinh tri cé tam réng 1on nhat, mac
dau Henderson la mot trong nhung nguoi chi trich 6ng
Diém sau nay.*

4 Higgins. Sdd trang 162. Nguyén vén: “Even his most articulate
critics such as William Henderson, Far East specialist on the council
of Foreign Relations, agreed that ‘in retrospect the survival of Ngé
Binh Diem’s anti-Communist government and effective consolida-

tion of its power throughout most of Free Vietnam constitute a PO-
LITICAL MIRACLE of the first magnitude’.

Van theo 1oi trinh bay va trich dan cia ba Higgins thi su
gia Joseph Buttinger cting da nhiéu lan nhac lai tiu phép la
dé noi vé nhung thanh tuu ctia 6ng Diém: “phép la chinh
tri”, “phép la cua Viét Nam”>.

> Higgins Sdd tr. 12. Nguyén vén, |5i cGa J.Buttinger: “When the
Republic of Vietnam was created in July 1954, even friendly and
hopeful observers said that this new nation could not last for more
than two years. So strong was the belief of its early demise that its
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existence today is frequently referred to as a POLITICAL MIRACLE
- as if the survival of this new state were not so much an unexpect-
ed as an essentially unexplainable event. athis re-establishment of
administration and political unityamust be regarded as Ngo Dinh
Diem’s major contribution to the “MIRACLE OF VIETNAM”.

Ong thi truong Nitu Udc, trong cung dip do, ciing cho
rang 6ng Diém co thé sé dugc lich st xép vao hang vinhan
ctia thé ky 20)

6 Nguyén vdn: “A man history may judge as one of the great fig-
ures of the twentieth century” ("Hai muci ndm va hai muoi ngay”)
ctiaNguyén cao Ky, trang 31.

Thadm phdn t6i cao phdp vién Hoa Ky William O.
Douglas, tac gia cuén “North from Malaysia” xudt ban
nam 1953, nghién ctu vé lich st cac nude é phia Bac Ma
Lai trong d6 c6 Mién Dién, Tan Gia Ba, Thai Lan, Lao va
Viét Nam da sém kham phd ra trong con nguoi Ngo6 binh
Diém méot ANH HUNG, nén d4 1a mot trong nhiing nhan
vat néi tiéng Hoa ky ing ho 6ng sém nhat.

Ngoai ra Bernard B. Fall, nguoi nghién ctu kha thau
ddo vé con ngudi NDPD trudc khi cam quyén cung nhu
HO Si Khué, nguoi luon song bén canh NDD trong nhiing
nam 1947,1948 déu cong nhan 6ng c6 kha nang tién doan
thoi cudce nhu nha tién tri.”

7 Xin xem cac chuong8va12.

Nhung dan toc My 1la moét dan toc khoé hiéu va nude My
la mot nude dan chu nhét thé gidi 1a noi quyén tu do ca
nhan dugc truyét doi bao dam, trong do6 coé quyén tu do
phatbiéuykiénriéngtrén bao chi, duoc coiladé ti quyén
(ngoai quyén lap phap, tu phdp va hanh phap.) Vi vay ¢
nhting chuong sau ban doc sé duoc xem nhiéu y kién trai
nguoc han cua moét sé nha bao va st gia My, nhung nguoi
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ma cuu tong thong Nixon cho rang co trach nhiém lén
trong viéc lam cho nudéc My that tran nhuc nha.

Trong s6 nhung nguoi ca ngoi va ung ho éng Diém ban
dau trong nhung nam 6ng thanh cong, co vai ngudi nhu
thuong nghi si Mansfield, lanh tu khoi da sé é thuong
vién, va ngay chinh téng thong Kennedy vao nhtung thdng
cu6i cung cua dé nhat cong hoa da thay déi y kién va lén
an téng thong Diém hoac tim cdch ha 6ng. Nhung hai vi
téng thong Eisenhower va Johnson thi van gitt lap truong
ctia minh. Sau khi 6ng Diém d6 rdi, Ong Johnson, luc 4y
vita nham chuc dugc hon hai thdng da moi cyu téng thong
Eisenhower vao van phong dé ban vé quoc su. Trong cau
chuyén tong thong Eisenhower da té vé tiéc va ndi mac
dau nhung hanh dong cta 6éng Diém da gay cho Hoa Ky
nhungkho khan, nhung “6ng ta van languoi co kha nang.”
Trong cuon “The Vantage Point”, 6ng Johnson da viét:
“Tong thong Eisenhower, ciing nhu toi, cdm thdy rdng viéc sdt
hai 6ng Diém da dan dén hau quad gay kho khdn tré ngai cho
Nam Viét Nam va cho cd ching ta”8

8 5dd Tam dich “Uu Thé”, NXB. Holt Rinehart & Winston N..
1971.Trang 131, nguyén van: “He felt, as | did, that the assassination of
Diem had resulted in a great setback for South Vietnam and for us.”



Chuong8
Bernard Fall: Ng6 Pinh Diém
giong Franco cua Tay Ban Nha

Bernard B. Fall
(1926-1967) la ky gia
Phdp. Cha me 6ng déu
la nguoi Ao géc Do
Thai, nan nhan caa buc
Québc Xa. Moi 16 tudi
ong da gia nhap khang
chién quan Phép chéng | |
buc Quoc Xa. Nhung |
kinh nghiém séng cua [

ong trong thoi nay da  Bernard Fall tu nan tai Viét Nam ngay
khién ong nang 16i phé trong ving “Phé khéng vui” (“larue
sans joie”, mét vung dam lay 6 phia Bac
Hué), ciing lanhan dé mét cuén sach
khac ctia 6ng vé Viét Nam. Hinh: T.L.

binh chinh siach cua
My tai Viét Nam cho
rang khong thich hop
dé chong chién tranh khuynh déo va du kich chién cung
tuong tu nhu cudc khang chién chéng buc ctua o6ng, va
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nhat 1a da boé roi Phap mac cho Nhat, réi Viét Minh lam
thit. Tot nghiép dai hoc Paris va Munich, 6ng la gido su
tién sivala hoc gid uyén tham, da tung viéng thdm cd hai
mién Nam, Bac Viét Nam, gap nhiéu nhan vat trong gidi
lanh dao Viét Nam Cong Hoa va Viét Nam Dan chu Cong
hoa, va cuéi cung t nan tai Viét Nam ngay trong vung
“Pho khong vui” (“la rue sans joie”, mot vung dam lay 6
phia Bac Hu¢), cting la nhan dé mot cuén sach khac cua
ongve Viét Nam. Bi tham va tré tréu la dau cuén sdch 6ng
da dé tang “Nhiing nguoi da chét 6 d6”. Ong chét khi méi
41 tudi.

Bernard Fall da dé nhiéu nam nghién ctru vé tinh hinh
chinh tri kinh té mién Nam ctng nhu mién Bac. Nam 1963
trudc khi dé nhat Cong Hoa Viét Nam bi lat d6, ong da cho
xuét ban cuén “Hai nude Viet Nam”L,

! Nguyén van: “The Two Vietnams” NXB. Frederick A. Praeger.
US.A.1967.

Cuon nay da dugc duyét lai va bo tuc hai lan dé tdi ban
vao nhiing nam 1964 va 1967. Trong do tac gia da noi rat
nhiéu va phan tich ty my vé than thé su nghi¢p, tinh tinh
vaquan niém xa hoi ciing nhulap truong chinh tri cing ran
cta 6ng Diém la nhting diéu c6 anh hudng quyét dinh doi
v6iché do mién Nam luc dy. Tac gid cho rang, tuy trén phap
ly né la mot ché do Cong hoa voi day da moi bao dam cua
mot nén dan chu, nhung trén thuc thé lai chila mot ché do
quan chu tuyét déi khong vua, giong nhu Tay ban Nha dudi
quyén cua théng ché Franco.

Cuoi trang 237 B. B. Fall viét: “Thuc vdy, Nam Viét Nam
tuy vé co cdu to chiic la mot ché do Cong Hoa - chil yéu la dé
lam vita long quan thdy My thuong cho rang ché do nay gan
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guii v6i ho hon bdt cit ché do nao khdc - nhung xét theo nhing

tuong quan thuc su givta nha cam quyén va ké dudi quyén thi

do chi la mot nén quan chiu tuyét doi khong vua, giong nhu

Hung Gia Loi ciua D6 Doc Horthy trong nhiéu nam giia hai

cudc thé chién, hodc gid nhu Tay ban Nha ctia Franco tit 1939
tdi nay »2 & 2bis

2sdd trang 237.Nguyénvan: “Thus, while Vietnam was structural-

ly arepublic - mostly to please its American godfathers to whom that

system of government is more familiar thanany other -it wasin terms

of actual relations between government and governed, an absolute

monarchy without a king, such as Admiral Horthy’s Hungary was

much of the time between the two World Wars or as Franco’s Spain
has beensince 1939.”

255 Francisco Franco (1892-1975), téng théng Tay Ban Nha tir
1939 dén 1975, dugc duluan thé gidi coi nhu mét nha doc taitrongthé
chién thir hai, nhung khong giéng cac nha déc tai do nau (buc),ao den
(Y),vado do (Nga).

T4c gia khong co ynoi quan chu tuyeét d6ilaxdu. Ong néu
truong hop Pedro dai dé ciia Nga, Napoléon cua Phap lam ty
duvachorangrat cé thé ong Diém ciing nhin vai tro cia dng
dudi mét géc canh tuong tu. B. B. Fall viét: “Cong viéc chu
yéu 6ng (Di¢m) phailam 1a ciing c6 nudc Viét Nam bi chia
cat dé tré thanh mot quoc gia chong cong co dat song; kién
tao mot chinh quyén trung uong cé quyén hanh vitng manh
tuyét doi va chudn bi mét viung khong cong san cudi ciing
c6 thé an thua du véi vung cong san. Noi cach khéc, c6 thé
ong Diém da coi vi tri cua 6ng giong Vua Gia Long la nguoi
vao cuoi thé ky 18, vdi vién trg cua ngoai nhan, da ddnh bai
ké tiém quyén, thong nhat quoc gia Viét Nam va dat ra cac
luat, 1¢ dé cai tri dugc 50 nam. Trong ca hai truong hop van
dé khong phai la co dai dién dan chung khong ma la co git

duoc cho nudc ton tai sau con nguy bién hay khong”3.
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3 Sdd trang 237. Nguyén van: “His key job was to consilidate
truncated Vietnam into a viable anti-Communist state; to establish
unchallenged control by the central government; and to prepare the
non-Communist area for an eventual showdown with the Communist
area. In other words, Diem may have considered his own position to
resemble that of Emperor Gia-Long who, at the end of the eighteenth
century, and with the help of foreign advisers, defeated the usurpers,
reunified the Vietnam state, and gave it the codes and laws that ruled
it for fifty years. In neither case was popular representation an issue,
but national survival was.”

N6i vé thoi gian con theo hoc (cung truong véi 6ng
HO.) dé chuén bi budc vao quan truong, tac gia ca ngoi
ong Diém la “hoc sinh t6i uu” “thanh cong mot cach xan
lan” va “d6 dau, cho nén vua ra truong duge bé lam quan
truéng ltc chua day 20 tusi”.*

4 Sdd trang 238 va 239. Nguyén van: “Having completed his
lycee studies at Hue (precisely where Ho Chi Minh, ten years his
elder,) Diem entered the French-run School of law and administra-
tion at Hanoi. An intense debater—his habit of haranguing visitors
for hours on end without letting them putting in a word probably
stemmed from this training — and an excellent student, as well,
Diem succeeded brilliantly. He graduated in 1921 at the top of a
twenty-man class and immediately entered the provincial adminis-
trationasa district chief”

Téc gia cung nhac dén viéc Vua Bao Dai muon cai té hé
thong cai tri da dat ong Diém lam thuong thu bo Lai tuc
bd noi vu, nhung dung dau noi céc, (thuong duoc coi nhu
ngang hang voi chuc thu tudng ngay nay.) va dac trach viéc
cai t6. Nhung luén luon trung thanh véi nguyén tac bat di
bét dich “tdt cd hodc khong gi”>

> “All or nothing” 6ng da tu chic khi thay khong dat dugc diéu
ongmuén.

Tac gia viét: “Duing la con nguoi noi tiéng thanh liém trung
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thanh voi nguyén tdc “ Tdt cd hodc khong gi” ong (Diém) da
tur chiic vao thdng 7, sau khi cong khai t6 cdo nha vua “chi la
cong cu trong tay nha cam quyén Phdp” va trao trd lai tdt cd
moi chiic tudc va hudn chuong ma vua Bdo Pai va nguoi Phdp
da trao tang omg.”

Vé thoi gian lui vé ¢ 4n nhu phan dong nguoi ta thuong
cho rang 6ng Diém khong hoat dong gi, tdc gia B.B.Fall da
c6 nhiing nhan dinh khac han. Ong viét tiép:

“Cunggiong nhu cha éng trudckia, va cing nhu dich thu
s6 mot cua 6ng sau nay la H6 Chi Minh 1a nguoi cung trong
cung thoi gian d6 dabién matkhoéi con mat nguoi doi trong
hon mot thap ky, 6ng Diém lui vé séng cudc doi nghién cuu
va doc sach. Nhung vai tro cua 6ng chang hé thuan tay 4n
dat va hudng ndéi, nhu nhtng nha viét tiéu su danh nhan
chinh thuc thuong mo ta, khién nguoi ta tuéng lam nhu
thé. Ong Diém da gitt nhiing lién lac thu tu lién tuc, thuong
xuyén voi nhing lanh tu quoc gia Viét Nam, nhu Phan Béi
Chau, Cuong bé chang han, 6 trong nudc va 6 Nhat, va ca
véi nhing nguoi quoc gia chong thuc dan ctia nude ngoai,
nhu Subha Chandra Bose ctia An Do, Sukarno ciia Nam
Duong la nhiing nguoi trong mong vao suc manh dang lén
ctia Nhat dé giup xu sé ho tién t6i doc 1ap. Co thé khd chac
1a 6ng Di¢m ctingldy lam cam kich vé mot s6 luan ctircua ho.
Nhung von tin tuéng viing chic vao xa hoi cua 6ng, hon han
niém tin ctia nhing chinh khach d6 noi xa hoi ctia ho, 6ng
ta khong co nhiéu ly do bang ho dé dan than vao viéc tim
bat ci nguodn vién trg duy nhat nao bén ngoai. Ngay ca sau
khi Nhat da nam quyén kiém sodt & VN, 6ng Diém cung tit
choi khong dé minh cong khai ding vé phe Nhat. Mac dau
cové dunglanguoi Nhat co gitp 6ng Diém khoi bi Phdp bat
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vao thang 7 ndm 1944 va cho 6ng duoc hudng subao vé cua
bo téng tu lénh cua ho 6 Saigon cho dén ngay ho that tran.
Nhung ctuing dugc biét la 6ng Diém da tit cho6i khong nhan
chuc bé trudng trong chinh phu doan- ménh Tran Trong

Kim do Nhat do dau, va nhu vay da gitt dugc cho ly lich cua

ong khoi bi ai cdo budc la hop tdc voi phe Truc.6&”

Trucladich ti“Axis” gbmbanudcbuc,Y,Nhat trongthé chién .

7 sdd. trang 239-240. Nguyén van: “ Like his father before him,
and like his future archenemy, H6 Chi Minh, who at that same mo-
ment also disappeared from public view for almost a decade, Ng6
Binh Diém now retired to a life of study and reading. But his role was
far from cloistered and purely introspective, as his official hagiogra-
phers made it appear. Diem maintained an intense correspondence
with Vietnamese nationalist leaders such as Phan Boi Chau or Prince
Cudng D€, at home and in Japan, and also with such foreign anticolo-
nial nationalist as Indids Subha Chandra Bose and Indonesids Sukarno,
who both banked in Japan ‘s rising strength to help their countries to-
ward independence. There can be no doubt that Diém was impressed
with some of their arguments, but being far more solidly anchored in
his own society than Bose and Sukarno were in theirs, he had less rea-
son to commit himself to any one source of outside help. In his New
Yorker profile of Diém, Robert Shaplen says that Diem told him that
he nevertheless had ‘sounded out a number of the higher -upsamong
the newcomers on the possibility of creating a free nation under their
auspices, but had gotten nowhere. Even after the Japanese took
over the reins of power in Vietnam, Diem refused to commit himselp
openly on their side. Although it is apparently true that the Japanese
helped him to escape arrest by the French in July, 1944, and offered
him protection of their headquarters in Saigon until V-J day, it is also
kown that Diem refused a ministerial portfolio in the short-lived Jap-
anese-sponsored Tran Trong Kim administration - thus keeping his
record free of charge of ‘collaboration’ with the Axis.”

Vé chuyén 6ng HO nho 6ng Diém giup va bi tu choi, B. B.
Fall viét: “ong Ho, von biét 6ng Diém co thién tai vé hanh



ngd dinh diém:IGikhentiéngché 85

chinh quan tril**], va cting thy sukém coi khting khiép cta
dan em minh tronglanh vuc khé khan d¢, nén da chomoivi
quan nay dung vé phe minh va dé nghi trao cho 6éng chinh
cong viéc ma o6ng da lam dudi quyén Bao Dai: B noi vu.
Ong Diém dép lai 16i moi d6 bing mot thai do tiéu biéu cho
con ngudi 6ng “Tai sao ong giét anh t6i?” Ong Diém hoi.
— “P¢ la mot sy 1am 1an.” Ong HO tra 10i.”D4t nudc dang
r6i boi. Khong sao tranh duge.” Ong Diém gian dit quay got
dira.”8

[++] Ong F. Nolting, cyu dai st My tai Saigon tur 1961 dén thang 8
nam 1963, thi cho rang 6ng Diém kém vé mat hanh chanh. Co 1& vi dai
su nay nhan xét theo tiéu chudn va quan niém My. Trong khi dng Diém
dugc dao tao theo hanh chanh Phap, (lai thdm nhuan tu tuéng nhan tri
ctanhaNho, 18y ductridan.)

8 sdd tr. 240. Nguyén van: “But Ho, recognizing Diem’s admin-
istration gifts and the woeful ineptness of his own followers in that
difficult field, sommoned the mandarin to his side and offered him
the very job he had held under Bao bai: the Ministry of the Interior.
Diem’s reply was typical of the man: “Why did you kill my brother?”
asked Diem. “It was a mistake,” replied Ho. “The country was all con-
fused. It could not be helped.” Angrily, Diem turned on his heel and
walked out.”

Nhung gi tac gia “Hai Nudc Viét Nam” viét cho thdy ong
tin rang 6ng Diém khong chéng chi nghia cong san ma
chong nhting nguoi cong san Viét Nam la thu pham giét
anh ong. Co lé vi tac gia thay ong Diém la nguoi rat gan bo
v6i gia dinh theo tinh than hiéu dé cta “nguoi Trung Hoa
vanguoi Viet Nam” nhu 6ng viét”.

? Giira trang 141 B. Fall viét: “Diem did not object to Hés Commu-
nism then. What counted was that Ho had allowed Diem’s brother to
be murdereda” va “Family loyalty isacommon Chinese and Vietnam-
esetrait”
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Veé viéc 6ng Diém lai tit chéi chuc thu tuéng do 6ng Bao
Dai trao vao thang 5 ndm 1949, tac gia bao co6 nguoi cho
rang vi 6ng Diém khong mudn Viét Minh trit ndi bat binh
cta ho lén dau hang chuc van gido dan song trong vung ho
kiém sodt, nhung thuc ra ly do dich thuc cua viéc tu chéi
chuc thu tuéng luc do la:

“Thuc ra Diém nghi rang nhung nhuong b cia Phdp chua
sau rong du dé ong ddn thdn vao thuc hién. Van trén cdn bdn
“Tédt cd hodc khong gi” ong Diém lai thoi ung ho Bdo Daiva lap
tai Nam va Trung Viét mot chinh ddng nho mang cdi tén noi
lén mot ‘chuong trinh hanh dong” ‘Phong trao Quic Gia Qud
Khich.” Phong trao kéu goi khdng chién chong cd Phdp lan Viét
Minh, mot co gang vo vong vao ndm 1949, nhung, nhu mot bdo
cdo chinh tri ctia Phdp dd ndiro: ‘Ong (Diém) nhdm t6 chiic lai
va tang cuong luc luong Cong Gido dé dat duoc su doan két thuc
suvanén doc lap ciia Viét Nam. Ngay khi da div manh, ong ta sé
bdt tay vao viéc giao té vdi cdc ngoqi cuong nhdt la Hoa Ky, va
sé xin ho gitip vé kinh té va ngoai giao.” ‘Con doi vdi nudc Phdp
thdi do ctia ong ta la than hitu vao liic nay, vi nha cam quyén
Phdp hay con co ich cho 6ng ta. Theo quan diém ciia ong Diém,
chi mong My can thiép khi nao da vo rang Phdp tré nén bdt luc
trong viéc gidi quyét chién cudc bong Duong’.” “Bdo cdo do 6
ndam sau chiing t6 hoan toan la mot LOI TIEN TRI. Nhung vao
ndm 1948 chdng ai dém xia dén.”0

0 cusi trang 241va 142. Nguyén van: “In reality Diem thought the
concession made by France were not far-reaching enough for him to
commit himself to their implementation. Playing again on an ‘all or
nothing’ basis, Diem once more withdrew his support from Bao Pai
and created in South and Central Vietnam a small political party with

aname that in itself was a program; Phong trao quoc Gia Qua Khich,
or Nationalist Extremist Movement. The movement advocated resis-
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tance against both the French and the Viet Minh (a hopeless endeav-
or,in 1949), but as a French political report stated: “He aims to reor-
ganize and increase Catholic strength in order to obtain the real unity
and independence of Vietnam. As soon as he has gained sufficient
strength, he will enter in relations with foreign powers, notably the
United States, and will seek their help in the economic and diplomatic
fields. ‘Vis avis France, his attitude is cordial for the time being, since
the Fench authorities can still be useful to him. The United States [in
Diem’s view] should be expected to intervene only when it becomes
obvious that France by itself is powerless to resolve the Indochinese
conflict’‘That report was to prove fully PROPHETIC (soan gia viét hoa
dé nhan manh) six years later, but in 1948, it was ignored’””

Cung nhu hau hét nhting nguoi khong ua éng Diém,
Bernard B. Fall ciing néi 6ng Diém thé véi dng Bao Dai sé
trung thanh véi quéc trudng. Va con hon thé nta. Day xin
dich toan vén cua tac gia vé vn dé nay: “Ong Diém da khong
tién vao cudc ddu ma khong duoc vo trang. Ong ta xin Bdo Pqi
mot diéu ma ong nay cho dén lic dy van di khon ngoan dé ti
choivdi cdc vi thi tudng ciia ong ta: toan quyén dan sy va quan
su. Sau ba ngay do du, Bdo Dai nhuong bo. Ong Diém da nhan
duoc nhung quyén hanh chuyén chinh tuyét doi vao ngay 19
thdng 6 nam do (1954). C6 nguoi cho rang Bdo Pai hoan toan
thdy ro minh dang dem ngai vang qudng di, nén bdt Diém long
trong tuyén thé trung thanh vdi ong ta, va nhiéu nhan chung
c6 uy tin con noi qud quyét rang ong Diém quy goi trudc Nam
Phuong hoang hdu thé sé lam moi su trong quyén han ciia minh
dé bdo vé ngai vang Viét Nam cho hoang thdi tit Bdo Long, con
ctia Bdo Pai.”1t

"'sdd. tr. 244. Nguyén van: “Yet Diem did not step into the fight
unarmed. He demanded from Bao Bai something the latter had thus
far always been wise enough to refuse to his Premiers: full and com-

plete civilian and military powers. After three days of hesitation, Bao
Pai yielded. Diem received absolute dictatorial powers on June 19.
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Fully realizing that he was throwing his throne away, Bao Pai alleged-
ly made Diem swear a solemn oath of allegiance to him, and several
authoritative witnesses affirm that Diem also swore on his knees to
Empress Nam Phuong that he would do everything in his power “to
preserve the throne of Vietnam for Crown Prince Bao Long,” son of
Bao bai.”

Nhiing 16i tuong thuat nhe nhang trén day cua B.B. Fall
cting phan nao trung hop vdi 10i cdo budc cua tusng Bo6
Mau trong tac phdn “Viét Nam Mdu Lua Qué Huong Toi.”
Tuy nhe nhang that day, nhung né dan dén két luan chét
ngudi: Ong Diém vita khong ¢6 phdm cach, ham quyén c6
vi, vira la con nguoi ltra thay phan ban, khong biét chu tin
la gi. Néu 6ng Bao Dai chét roi hoac khong dich than viét
héi ky néi nguoc lai nhung diéu bia bat trén (xin xem lai
chuong 1), thi nhung cai tin ki€éu “cé nguoi cho rang” cua
tién si gido su Bernard Fall no tai hai dén chiing nao cho
uy tin mot lanh tu quoc gia Viét Nam nhu 6éng Ngoé binh
Diém. Nhung céc tac gid My c6 may nguoi doc “Le Dragon
d’Annam” cua Bao Pai? Ong Diém da chét khong dé lai hoi
ky dé tu bao chita nhu cac 6ng Bui Diém, Nguyén Cao Ky,
Tran Van Pon va Nguyén Chanh Thi. Nhung lich su sé la
trang subao chtta cho 6ng, nhu dai BBC da noi ngay khi vira
duoc tin 6ng bi giét.

O trén doc gia da th4y B. B. Fall vi 6ng Diém nhu Franco,
lai cho rang 6ng ta c6 moét cdi nhin tir goc canh giong nhu
Pedro bai D¢ ctia Nga hay Napoléon cua Phap. Cuxét hoan
canh cua Tay Ban Nha h6i 1939,1940, va tinh hinh Au Chau
hoéi 4y so véi tinh hinh Nam Viét Nam trong nhting nam
1959, 1960 thi ta tudng co 1é tac gia “Hai nudc Viét Nam”
cung dong quan diém véi Colby(12). Nhung nguoi doc sé
ngac nhién khi thdy rang sau khi nhan xét vé thai d¢ cua
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ong Di¢m quy goi trudc hoang hau Nam Phuong thi théi do
ctia tdc gia cung thay d6i han. Ong chi trich 6ng Diém nang
né. Néu lén nhting su kién cu thé dé két toi ong Diém dan
ap doi lap (bd tu chu bao Thoi Ludn Nghiém Xuan Thién,
va cdc chinh khach trong nhom Caravelle, (trang 270 va
271). Ong ciing ché trach cdc gisi chuc My va cac ky gia
cdc bao My nhu tuan bao Thoi Pai, nhat bao Nitu Uoc Thoi
Bdo hay hang thong tin My (AP) 1a da chang hiéu mo té gi
khi khen 6ng Diém. Co diéu tuy ong két toi ong Diém bd
tu 6ng Nghiém Xuan Thién may thang, nhung cting phai
nhin nhan 1a éng nay van duoc tiép tuc bay té 1ap truong
chong d6i moét cach hop phdp qua viéc diung van dong cho
lién danh H6 Nhat Tan, Nguyén Thé Truyén trong cudc
bau ct téng théng ngay 9 thang 4 nam 1961. Ong Fall da &
Béc Viét moét thoi gian chac biét ro 6ng H6 Chi Minh do6i xt
v6i doi lap ra sao va hai dang Dan chu va Xa hoi cua cac 6ng
Nghiém Xuan Yém va Nguyén Xién c6 bao gio ddm hé rang
phé binh dang cdng san khong hay chiluon luén vuét duoi,
ca tung ma thoi. Ong cting nhin nhan la 6ng Phan Quang
ban, thudc nhom Caravelle, chi bi bat vao thang 11, nghia
la sau khi 6ng da tham gia cudc dao chinh 11-1960. T6i am
muu lat d6 chinh pht hop hién hop phép dang hinh phat gi?
Nhung 6ng Pén cting chi bi giam.

Tom lai 6ng Bernard Fall ban dau tuy khong khen
nhiéu, nhung c6 vé bénh phan nao. Réi sau d6 quay da
kich kich liét.



Chuong9
Marguerite Higgins: Thanh thé
cua 6ng Diém lay liing nhu trong
truyén cé tich

u ky gia Marguerite

Higgins (1920-
Jan,1966), giai Pulitzer
phong vién quoéc té
1951, sinh 6 Huong
Cang. Khi conla hainhi
6 thang ba da biét Viét
Nam va cho dén nam
1965 da 10 lan dén Viét
Nam trong nhi¢m vu
phéng vién cho nhiéu
to bdo 1on ctia My. Ba
da tung cong tac voi
trén 60 to bao ké ca cac

Marguerite Higgins dugc mét to bao

binh luan: phéng vién chién trusng cé
ngoi but thép.Hinh: T.L.

to Washington Evening Star, Chicago Daily News, Boston
Herald, Seattle Times, da tung la phong vién chién truong
6 buc va Triéu Tién. Ba cung la tac gia nhiéu cuon sach
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trong do c6 cuon vé cudc chién tranh Triéu Tién. (Tai day
ba da phai phan dau cam go véi tuéng McArthur moi céd
thé tré lai dé lam nhiém vu phéng vién chién truong). Ba
coi minh nhu nguoi c6 nhung lién hé mat thiét véi Viét
Nam, moét xu s6, moét dan toc tung lam ba vui thich dén
say mel.

T“Our Vietnam nightmare”,“Vietnam, con ac méng clia ching

ta” NXB Harper & Row, 1965. Trang 2.

Trong chuyén viéng tham Viét Nam 1an thi 7 vao mua
he 1963 ba da xong xdo, lan 101 dén nhiéu lang xa va cac
don vi chién dau (t6 Time sé ra ngay 14 thang 1 nam 1966,
11 ngay sau khi ba mat, (Itc méi 45 tudi) da thuat lai 1oi
mot binh si My noi vé tinh than xong xdo noi tran dia cua
ba nhu sau: “Maggie trang diém bang bun dat cung nhu
cac phu nitkhac trang diém bing son phén”.1pis

P8 Time magazine Jan 14,1966. Trang 61. Nguyén van: “Maggie
wears mud like other women wear makeup”.

Theo to tuan san nay thi ngay khi con 6 trén may bay
tu Viét Nam vé nudc ba da lam trong bénh va qua doi chi
hon 3 thang sau d6. Nhung trong khi bénh ndng nguoi nu
ky gia yéu nghé van viét déu dan moi tuan 3 bai xa luan.

Ba dango6i dam dao cung téng théng Ngo binh Diém 5
gio dong ho va cho biét: voi ba 6ng Diém khong doc thoai,
nhu voi cac ky gia khac?.

moét ni ky gia ndi chang. Chinh tudng Maxwell Taylor cting ndi rang
trong cudc hoi kién 4 gid véi dng Diém vi tudng nay phai khoé khan
lam maoi noi chen vao dugc moét vai cau.

Phai ching vi cdi dac an nay ma nt ky gia Marguerite
Higgins da hét 10i ca ngoi tong thong Ngo Dinh Diém va
c6 bao chtia cho 6ng trudc du luan My luc &y vo cung bat
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loi cho 6ng? Di nhién do¢ chi la moét y nghi hai hude chay
qua dau soan gia khi cé chon méay doan tiéu biéu trong tac
phdm trén ba tram trang nay ma hau hét gom vo so6 suviéc
so6ng dong véi nhiing dan ching cu thé ctia mot nha bao
x6ng x40 khip 4 viing chién thuat,?

3 cusi trang 37-39 “And in the summer of 1963, as | wandered
from village to village, North, South, East, and West, it became per-
fectly clear to me that so called “religious persecutions” had noth-
ing whatsoever to do with the realities of life as experienced by the
overwhelming majority of people in the countryside. Further, most
peopleinthe countryside did not have any notion of what was going
on in Saigon, or for that matter, ten kilometers beyond the village.
Forexample, lasked arespected village notable in a strategic hamlet
near Quang Ngai if he had heard about the troubles in the cities: “|
try to keep up on things”, he said, “and twice a year a woman who
lives in a house six lanes away sends her son by bicycle to the city
[Province capital] to buy a newspaper and we get someone to read
it to us. But this year the rice crop was very good, so good that the
lady could not spare her son, so we did not get any newspapers.”

di dén hang chuc thon 4p, tit vung nii non dén vung
chau thé va duyén hai, dé tim hiéu nguyén nhan vi dau ma
mot con nguoi chi trude do it lau duoc goi la than ky, “con
nguoi ma thdm phdn téi cao phap vién My W. Douglas goi
la anh hung cua Viét Nam bong dung bién thanh mét con
quai vat.”4

“trang15.

Vé buéi thiéu thoi va su gido duc cua 6ng Diém, ba
Higgins viét trong tdc phdm “Our Vietnam nightmare”:
“Cha ctia Diém chiang nhtungla vi quan cao cap nhéat trong
triéu (tuong tunhuté tuéng), nhung conlamothoc gia 16i
lac vamot nha gido duc, va déi véi mot nguoi cé dia vi nhu
ong, c6 vé nhu hoi lap di. Vi 6ng cho rang con minh phai
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hoclao dong cuc kho cung nhu tho phu. “ban éng con trai
phai hiéu doi séng nha nong”, Ngo6 binh Kha thuong hay
noi thé. Va diéu nay giai thich tai sao Diém va 5 anh, em
ctia Diém thinh thoang dugc sai di téi dong lua bun lay dé
gitip nong dan 1am cong viéc trong lua vat va, cuc khé.
> Trang 159.Trang 159. Nguyén van: “Diém’s father was not only
the highest-ranking mandarin at the court (somethinglike the grand
vizier) but a brilliant scholar and educator, and for a man of his po-
sition, something of an eccentric. Ngo Dinh Kha felt that his sons
should learn about hard labor as well as poetry. ‘A man must under-
stand the life of a farmer; Ngo Dinh Kha used to say. And this appar-
ently explains why Diem and his five brothers were sometimes sent
into the muddy rice paddies to help the farmers in their toilsome
planting.”

“Ng6 binh Diém sinh ngay 3 thang 1 nam 1901, 6 tinh
Quang Binh, phia bac vi tuyén 17. H6 Chi Minh ctung sinh
6 phia Bac. Ho Ngo6 da tro lai dao Cong Gido co lé dén
300 nam trudc khi Diém ra doi. Ho rat sung dao, va Diém
cung khong phai luat tri. Thoi nién thiéu Diém da nghi
dén chuyén di tulam linh muc. Nhung, nhu éng cé lan giai
thich cho toi, ngay thoi gian conrat tré d6 6ng da cam thay
rang trong doi 6ng cudc xung dot gitra chu nghia quoc gia
Viét Nam va chu nghia thuc dan Phap sé 1én tdi tot dinh.
‘Va ltc 4y toi muodn git mot vai tro trong d6.” Diém ndi.
‘Vahon nua, khi moéi quan tam ctia téi mé rong ra thi cudc
song cho Gido Hoi khong du.” Khong giong nhu nhiéu
nguoi quéc gia dong bao 6ng, Diém duoc gido duc hoan
toan 6 trong nudc, mac dau khi con é bac trung hoc ong
da dugc diém cao trong cac ky thi é truong quoc hoc Hug,
nén duoc hoc bong tai Paris. Nhung 6ng da khong nhan.
Me 6ng Diém c6 lan da nhan xét: “Trong s6 cac con toi,
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anh nao di du hoc ngoai quéc vé déu coé phalan nhiéu diéu
va mang nhiéu mau thuan trong nguoi. Nhung Diém thi
thuan tuy Viét Nam’.

Tunhan xét trén vé can ban gido duc ctia 6ng Diém, M.
Higgins dan dén hanh dong cta 6ng thoilam tuan v Phan
Phiét, r6i téi thoi gian 6ng lam téng thong: “Kinh nghiém
cua Diém khi lam tinh truéng da cho 6ng méi quan tam
dailau d6ivéi mién qué VN va nhiing van dé thuc tién cua
nong nghi¢p, nudce, dap nudc va truong hoc. Khilam téng
thong, nhting quan tam do6 lam 6ng thuong hay rakhoi SG
moi tudn it nhat vai ba ngay.

“Co mot huyén thoai ky la vé su co6 lap va xa roi quan
ching cua 6ng Diém cang ngay cang tdng vao nhiing giai
doan sau nay cua nhié¢m ky téng théng cua 6ng va nhiéu
nguoi My da lam tudng 6ng ta khong chiu hoa dong véi
dan.” Vi cai huyén thoai phé bién do, toi xin dang lai ¢
day buc thu thang 7 ndm 1965 cua dai su F. Nolting néi
lén quan diém sau sac vé nhtung chuyén di kinh Iy ctia 6ng
Diém ¢ gitta dan lang Viet N am.6

6 Trang 160-162. Nguyén van: “Diem’s experience as a province’s chief
gave him a lasting interest in the Vietnamese countryside and in the practical
problems of agriculture, water,dams,and schools. As president, these interests
took him out of Saigon at least several days each week. A curious legend of iso-
lation and aloofness grew up about Diem in the latter stage of his presidency
and many Americans mistakenly believed he refused to identify with his people.
Because of this prevailing myth linclude here aletter of July 1965, from former

ambassador Noltinggivingan intimate view of Diem’s journeysamongthe Viet-

namese villagers.
(Buc thu ghi:) “Ong Diém la nguoi di duong khong biét
mét. Ong roi Saigon di vé cdc tinh hai ba ngay méi tudn. Ong
lam chung toi mét ld, td toi dé theo kip ong. Ngoai nhiing bo
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tu lénh quan doi va cdc tién don, ong con di téi tan cdc qudn
huyén xa x6i, thon xa héo ldnh, ¢ Ca Mau, nhiing lang thuong
trén cao nguyén va nhing trai hudn luyén nguoi Thuong,
nhing hdi ddo 6 ngoai khoi, tdi sdt vi tuyén 17, v.v. Nhu c6 biét
do, Diém da tung la tinh truéng thoi Phdp thuéc (mot tinh
trudng cuc tot.) Vi ong ta rdt thich nhung vin dé nong nghiép
dia phuong - nhu cdc diéu kién sinh song, truong hoc, nudc
uong, duong xd, song lach, hat giong, phan bon, tham canh,
vin dé chu dién, td dién, gia cu, v.v. Ongta c6 ddy diy y kiénva
nhing dé xudt tai chd dé cdi tién. Ong ta ddc biét thich thu va
tu hao vé nhing tram cdi tién nong nghiép ma chinh phi 6ng
da thanh lap, day bdo nhiéu diéu tir viéc trong cdy dn trdi va
cdy 6 cu, dén cdc ho nuoi cd, cdch lam bot sdn va ngay cd cdch
lam ndm rom nia.

“T61 da theo 6ng Diém trong nhiéu, rdt nhiéu chuyén di (va
cung dinhiéu chuyén riéng khdc dé biét phdan ing.) Vi toi chdc
chdn la ong ta thuc sy va thanh thuc cé tim ra su thuc vé cdc
diéu kién nong thon va cdc nha chiic trdch 6 mién qué, khuyén
khich moi nguoi néu lén nhing vin dé kho khan, nhing khiéu
nai, va gidi quyét nhiéu viéc ngay tai chd. Ong ta khong phdi
nha hing bién trudc dam dong, nhung cuc ky cong hiéu doi vdi
nhing todn nho dan quéva dan lang, ong khong ciuné 1é nghi,
thuc sy thich dan, cé cdm tinh vdi ho, gay duoc thién cam va
thuong di dén nhiing bién phdp stia chita thuc té. Ong ta chdc
chdnva hoan toan khong phdi la nguoi xa roi qudn chung nhu
nhiéu nguoi mo td. Ong ta hay than phién vé nhiing nghi 1é
ma cdc quan tinh ddt ra cho ong va thich duoc noi chuyén tu
do vdi nhitng todn nho dan ching, dn uéng don sovdi it bo lio
trong lang va ban lugn véi ho nhimg vin dé thuc tién. Su kién
ong Diém khong bdt tay hay vo lung nguoi khdc ma chi cii dau
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ddp 1é, di nhién la do phong tuc cia gidi binh dan Viét Nam.
Chtk chdng phdi la phdn ting ctia mot nguoi song tach biét hay
mot thdi do thiéu quan tam dén nguoi khdc (nhu mot s6 nha
bdo da noilén y nghi cua ho.)

“Trong nhung chuyén di chung véi ong Diém, chuong
trinh ciia ching toi thuong la: khoi hanh tic Saigon vao lic 5
gio sdng, bay tdi mot bai ddp gan noi phdi tdi nhdt. Roi lén xe
con, xe jeep hay truc thdng tuy theo con duong, thinh thodng
phdi di bo hay thuyén téi moét dp hay xa. Doi voi mot nguoi
dan ong lun, map, thi 6ng Diém la mot nguoi di bo rat nhanh
va khong cé ngon doi hay bui ram nao cd thé lam ong chun
budc. Ong thuong néi cha cia éng day rang lén doi thi chay
con xuong doi thi di thuong. Sau khi da viéng 4 hay 5 thon,
xd hay tién dom trong ngay, chung toi thuong vé dén Saigon
vao khodng 8, 9 gio toi. Thinh thodng trong nhing chuyén di
dai, chung toi nghilai dém. Bita dn thi co khi thinh soan co khi
domn so. OngDiém thich nhung bita thanh dam hon. T6inhd cé
nhiéu dip da nhdc toi nhd lai nhung lan di cdm trai 6 Virginia
khi con nhé - dua hdu, bdp nudng con cui, va tham chi cd cd
bong lau vita bdt dudi song 1én.Voi nhing chuyén di nhu vay,
chdc trong khodng thoi gian tir 1961 dén 1963 ching toi da
thdam hét hay hdu hét cdc tinh trong so 41 tinh ¢ Viégt Nam
vao liic do, va cé nhing tinh chung toi da tdi tham nhiéu lan.
Nhiing chuyén di nhu vdy luén luém khoan khodi va ich 1oi. Vi
t1 chdc chdn c6 mot moi tuong quan tot gitia vi tong thong va
daida so dan qué. Ruithay diéu do lai khong duing doivdi tang
[6p “tri thiic” 6 Saigon. C6 lé vi vay ong Diém thuong ndo nic
muoén di tham thon qué.

“Toi chua bao gio biét chdc thé nao la “ngudi QUAN
CACH”, nhung néu ong Diém ma la quan-cdch thi toi thich
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thit quan cdch do. Ong dy la mot lanh tu t6t, trung thuc, qud

camva ddng kinh, theo su quan sdt ké can cia t6i suét hon mot

ndam rudi. Mdc dau toi da gdp kho khan va ton thi gio trong

nhiéu lan thuong luong vdi omg, toi van luon luon kinh trong

ong vé sy kién tritrong muc dich va, la thay, ong con cé cd mot

su nha nhdn va thuong cdm trong khi noi nhing diéu trdi y

toi. [Ong ta thuong dimg ky nghi mot ngay ruoi trong dip Lé

Gidng Sinh, la ky nghi duy nhdt cia 6ng, dé dén ¢ vdi binh si
tai nhitng tién don xa x6i nhdt ma ong co thé tim thay.]”

’“Diem was an indefatigable traveller.” He was out of Saigon in

the provinces two-three days out of every week. He ran us ragged

trying to keep up with him. In addition to army headquarters and

outposts, he visited the remotest villages and districts, Ca Mau,

Montagnard villages and training camps, off- shore islands, seven-

teenth parallel, etc. As you know, Diem had been a province chief

under the French [a darned good one] and he was intensely inter-

ested in local rural problems - healthy conditions, schools, water

supply, roads, canals, seeds, fertilizer, crop diversification, land own-

ership, land rents, housing, etcaHe was full of ideas and on -the-spot

suggestions for improvement. He was especially interested in, and

proud of, the agricultural improvement stations which his govern-

ment had established, teaching many things, from fruit and nut-tree

raising to fishponds, manioc-grinding, and even mushroom-raising

in rice-straw stacks. | accompanied Diem on many, many trips [and

took many others to try to get reaction on my own.] | am sure that

he was genuinely and sincerely seeking out the truth about rural

conditions and rural government, inviting the airing of problems

and complaints and settling many matters on the spot. He was not a

good orator before big crowds, but extremely effective with groups

of peasants and villagers, informal, inquiring, genuinely interested

and sympathetic, and usually coming up with practical remedies.

He was any thing but aloof as depicted. He frequently complained

about the ceremonies laid on for him by provincial officials, prefer-

ring to talk to the people in small groups, to eat simply with a few
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of the village elders, to discuss real problems, The fact that he did
not shake hands and slap backs, but bowed instead, was of course
the result of his countrys customs [italics mine] not a reflection of
an aloof or disinterested attitude (as some members of the press
professed to think). On trips with Diem, our usual schedule was to
leave Saigon at 5 am, fly to the airstrip nearest our destination, take
acar, jeep or helicopter (depending on roads) sometimes reaching
ahamlet or village by foot or row-boat. For ashort, stout man, Diem
was a fast walker and no hill or underbrush stopped him. He used
to say that his father taught him to run uphill and walk down. After
visiting four or five hamlets, outposts, or villages during the day, we
would generally return to Saigon around 8 or 9 pm. Sometimes, on
longer trips, we would spend the night. Meals were sometimes elab-
orate, sometimes simple. Diem preferred the simple ones. | remem-
ber many occasions which reminded me of camping trips when |
was a boy in Virginia - watermelon, roasted corn on the cob, even
skinned catfish caught in the river. On such trips, we must have visit-
ed, between 1961and 1963, all, or nearly all, of the then 41 provinces
of South Vietnam - many times in some of them. These trips were
always refreshing and rewarding, and | am sure that there was a real
rapport and mutual respect between President Diem and the large
majority of the rural people. Unfortunately, this was not true of the
“intellectual” of Saigon. Maybe that ‘s why Diem was always eager to
visit the countryside. | have never been quite sure what the “manda-
rintype”is, butif Diemis one,lam for it. He was a good, honest, cou-
rageous, and respected leader - according to my close observation
over 1,5 years. Although | had many difficult and time-consuming ne-
gotiations with him, lalways respected him and admired his tenacity
of purpose and, strangely, his gentleness and compassion. (He used
to spend his 11/2 day Christmas holiday, the only days-off he took, in
the remotest military outpost he could find, with the troops)

bolanhanxétvacamnghicuabaisuFrederick Nolting
trongla thu gui cho ba Higgins. Sau daylanhan xétvacam
nghi cua riéng nguoi nt ky gia: “Trong cau chuyén danh

cho t6i,8
8 Ngay 7 thang 8 nam 1963, cudc phong van cudi cling dng Diém
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danh cho mét phong vién nudc ngoai theo nhan xét cla tac gia noi
trang165.

6ng Ngo6 binh Diém cé vé lamoét hoc gia Nho Gido hon
han mot tin d6 Cong Gido sung dao, moét cam nghi co 1é
phat sinh tu cudc luan dam gitta 6ng va tdi vé rat nhiéu
dé tai khac nhau - nao chinh tri toan cau va phat trién thé
giGi, nao cac thai do cua chau A, nhiing triét thuyét khac
nhau vé chinh pht, nhing quan niém tran thé - déu duoc
nhac dén trong cai khung canh réng 16n nay.”

Sauld thucua Nolting, tac gia con nhac dén nhiéunhan
vat khac va trung dan nhan xét va cam nghi t6t dep cia ho
danh cho chinh phu Ngo6 binh Diém, trong do6 c6 cdc 6ng:
William Henderson, chuyén gia vé cac van dé Vien bong
trong Hoi bDong quan hé qudc ngoai, 1a nguoi thuong chi
trich 6ng Diém kich liét nhat cang phai nhan rang, nhin
lai nhiing kho khan tré ngai ma éng Diém da vuot qua dé
cung c6 quyén hanh da tao nén “Mot phép la chinh tri c6
tAm c6 rong 16n nh4t” luc bay gio®.

° Trang 162. Nguyén van: “Even his most articulate critics such
as William Henderson, Far East specialist on the Council of Foreign
Relations, agreed that ‘in retrospect the survival of Ngo Binh Diem’s
anti-Communist government and the effective consolidation of
its power throughout most of Free Vietnam constitute a political
miracle of the first magnitude”. Trang 163 nguyén van: “In Decem-
ber 1959, Wolf Ladejinsky, the American expert who supervised the
landreform program in Japan and Taiwan as well as in South Viet-
nam, wrote in Reporter magazine: “The slogan ‘land to the landless’
used so effectively by the communist in their drive for power has
been a source of bitter disappointment and tragedy to many farm-
ers of North Vietnam. Not so in South Vietnam. Beginning two years
ago, a sizable portion of the large landlords’holdings has been dis-

tributed among landless tenants. By now, approximately 35% of the
tenants have become landed proprietors. An earlier measure which
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limited land rents to 25% of the crops, or about half the rentals for-
merly received by the landlords has made landlordism less attrac-
tive than it once was.”

Wolf Ladejinsky, gidm dinh vién My vé cac cudc cai
céch dién dia 6 Nhat va bai Loan cung nhu 6 Nam Viét
Nam da néu nhting con s6 thong ké chinh xac dé ca ngoi
chuong trinh cai cdch ruéng dat cua chinh phu Diém. Va
nhiing ky gia khdc ctia bdo “Christian Science Monitor”,
“Le Monde” déu duoc trich dan dé chung minh nhiing
thanh qua caa chinh pht Ngé Pinh Di¢m.10

©Trang17.

Ba M. Higgins chac la phai thich thu khi nghe tong
thong Diém trinh bay cdc van dé kho khan va hoan canh
dac biét cua Viét Nam vao luc do, cho nén da nhic lai
trong nhiéu trang sach nguyén van nhung 16i 6ng noi véi
ba nhu la mot cach giup 6ng tu bién minh trudc du luan
thé gioi, nhat 1a du luan My dang bi phan 16n, néu khong
phai 1a hau hét, ky gia dau doc. Néu ban doc thay to mo
muon biét xin doc 3 trang 166-168 Sdd

Vé van dé Phat Gido la vin dé gai goc nhit ctia ong
Diém va c6 thé noi chinh n6 lam 6ng Diém d6, M.Higgins
da manh bao dua ra nhiing y kién khién moét so tang Lt va
Phat tu phai bat binh. S¢ di ntt ky gia nay ddm ndéi ngugc
lai phan dong nhung dong nghiép ctia ba 1a vi ba da dén
tan nhiing noi xay ra cdc cudc biéu tinh, tuyét thuc, hay
nhung mién qué dé diéu tra trong tinh than vo tuvakhach
quan. Nhiing con s6 ma ba trung dan lam bang cting dua
trén nhung thong ké co xuat xu dang tin cay. Sau day la
canh tuong tai Chua X4 Lgi, noi tac gia téi dau tién dé tim
hiéuveé “vu Phat Gido”,xem dé lamotvan dé ton gido thuc
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su hay chi la mét van dé chinh tri gia trang, nhu cau hoi
luén luodn 6 trong dau nguoi nu ky gia day kinh nghiém.
“Chua Xd loi chinh la noi duoc xit dung dé lam bé chi huy
gay roi trong cdc chién dich cia Phdt tir chong ong Diém.
Chinh tai day cdc mdy quay r6-né-0 khong ngung in ra nhimg
tai liéu tuyén truyén vé cdi goi la su bdch hai (Phdt Gido.)
Chinh ti nhiing phong hop tu phia sau ma nhiing ménh lénh
duoc truyén ditoi cdc todn tu van dan dung nén nhimg cudc ty
thiéu ctia cdc huynh dé ciia ho.”1t
"' M. Higgins la ky gia noi nhiéu nhat vé lai lich, hanh dong va tinh
tinh ctia thuong toa Thich Tri Quang ma ba cho rang la con ngudi cé

tham vong hay muu d6 chinh tri hon la mét nha tu hanh, cang khéng
hop véil6i tu clia Dao Phat. (Tirtrang 25 dén trang 35.)

Hon hai muoi trang cua chuong 3 duoc téc gia danh
cho viéc ching minh khong c¢ van dé bach hai hay ky thi
ton gido trong ché do Ngo binh Di¢m. (Cac trang 36-58.)

Mac du khi xuat ban tdc phdm cua minh ba Higgins
chua c6 nhung tai liéu mat sau nay dugc giai mat nhu céc
ong Hoang Ngoc Thanh'?,

2xinxem chuong 23
hay John M. Newman
3 xinxem chuong 16,

nhung nho cé ban 6 bé ngoai giao nén da biét dich
xac cac 6ng Harriman va Roger Hilsman la nhiing nguoi
c6 gang bang moi cach ha éng Diém, va con ndéi “khi ho
so mat dugc mo ra, lich st sé cho thdy pho téng thong
Johnson da kién tri c6 gang ddy lui xu hudng (mudn lat
ong Diém) khong phai vi cam tinh dac biét véi 6ng nay,
nhung vi so no sé co thé di hai dén no luc chién tranh va
su 6n dinh chinh tri”14.



102 minhvo

B Trang 188. Nguyén van: “When the secret files are opened,
history will show that Vice President Johnson made very strenuous,
though secret, efforts to try to stem the tide - not out of any partic-
ular love for Diem, but out of fear of what his overthrow might do to
the war effort and political stability.

Theo ba Higgins thi lic d6 ngoai pho téng thong L.B.
Johnson cdc 6ng McNamara, bo truéng quoc phong, tuéng
Maxwell Taylor, chu tich uy ban tham muu lién quan va
McCone gidm d6c CIA cung chong viéc lat d6 6ng Diém.

Noi trang 298 tac gia “Viet Nam, con ac mong cua
chung ta” da cho viéc Hoa ky lat d6 ong Diém (Luc dy cac
tailiéu mat chua dugc giai mat nén phan dong du luan My
déu cho rang do la cong viéc hoan toan noi bo cua Viét
Nam, gitta 6ng Diém va cdc tuong lanh ctia 6ng, chi nguoi
My khong hé c6 nhing tay vao) 1la mot “su can thiép xau
xa va khong thé tha thi vao noi bo ciia mét nude khac”1®
(trang 298).

B Trang 296. Nguyén van: “.the overthrow of a friendly allied

leader is morally wrong, historically unsound, and totally dishonor-
able”

Ba trang sau ba Higgins da trung dan 16i cia mét nha
bao Uc than cong viét ring:

“Ho6 Chi Minh da don mung tin 6ng Diém bilat d6 bang
nhan dinh sau day: “Toi that khong ngo nguoi My lai co
thé ngu dén nhu vay”.16

16 Trang 302. Nguyén van: “According toan Australian journalist,
with communist sympathies, H6 chi Minh greeted news of Diem’s
overthrow with the remark,” | could scarcely believe that the Ameri-
cans would be so stupid.”

Theo soan gia, néu nguoi My khong muén mang tiéng
la mot dan toc ngu nhu Ho6 chi Minh noi, thi hay d6 cai
ngu 4y lén dau chinh quyén Kennedy, hay cho gon hon,
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lén dau may nha ngoai giao c6 6ng Cabot Lodge, Averell
Harriman, Roger Hilsman va c¢6 van an ninh Michael
Forrestal,vadinhiénlén dauciacnhabao co Neil Sheehan,
David Halberstam. Ho ngu hay c6 4c tam, thu vit hay cé
moét am muu tham kin? Xin moi doc cac chuong ké.



Chuong 10
Lyndon Baines Johnson: Ng6
Pinh Diém, Churchill cua thap
ky tai A Chau.:

yndon B. Johnson

(1908-1973), thudc
dang Dan Chu, la téng
thong thu 36 cua Hiép
Chung Quoéc My. Phoé
téng thong Hubert
Humphrey co6 lan goi
ong la “t6ng thong
Toan My.” Trudc khi

Lyndon B. Johnson (1908-1973) (trai)
vaTT. J.F. Kennedy. Hinh: T.L.

' Xin xem “JFK and Vietnam” ctia John M. Newman trang 71va “Vietnam a

history ctia Stanley Karnow trang 112. Sir Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill la

thu tudng Anh trong thé chién I (1939-1945), va ciing la ngudi dugc giai thusng

Nobel van chuong. Ong da thanh cong trong viéc thuyét phuc tng théng My

Franklin Delano Roosevelt vién trg cho Anh dé chéng Buc Quéc Xavakhién Hoa

Ky réi bo chii nghia c6 1ap, nhay vao vong chién, giai phong Au chau. C6 18 éng

Johnson muén, (dai dién téng thong Kennedy), nhac nhé téng théng Diém, la

ngudi rat thudc lich str, hay noi guong cé thi tuéng Churchill cau vién binh cla

My dé ctiu Viet Nam khoisuthéng trictia cong san, hay it rakhdi su phd hoai clia
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téng thong J.F. Kennedy bi 4m sat tai Dallas, Texas ngay
22 thang 11nam 1963 (dung 3 tuan sau khi 6nglat d6 téng
théng Ngo6 binh Diém, gay nén cdi chét bi tham cua hai
ong Dié¢m, Nhu), 6ng Johnson la pho tong thong va la
nguoikhong dongy trong viéc chinh quyén Kennedy toan
tinh lat d6 6ng Diém. Sau khi 6ng Kennedy mat rdi, 6ng
Johnson lanh du hau qua tai hai cua viéc lat d6 6ng Diém.
Chién tranh mé rong. Mién Nam bi de doa nang né va co
thé mat vao tay cong san bat cu luc nao. Vi vay, nguoc han
v6i y muédn cua minh, 6ng Johnson da phai cho quan tdc
chién My dén Viet Nampl*], truc tiép ngan chan lan song
do, dé gitt1oi cam két cua hai vi tién nhiém khong dé mién
Dbong Nam A lot vao tay cong san.

[+J cac don vi thuy quan luc chién d6 bo 1én bo bién Da Néng

sang ngay 8 thang 3 nam 1965.

Thang 5 nam 1961 6ng Johnson t6i VN véi tu cach 1a
pho téng thong, dai dién tong thong J. F. Kennedy, dé ban
chuyén vién tro cho Viét Nam. Trong tdc phdm “Uu Thé”
thuat lai nhing gi 6ng da lam trong thoi gian cam quyén
tir 1963 dén 1969, 6ng da khoe rang chi trong khong day
ba gio dong ho thao luan véi téng thong Diém ong da
¢6 thé di dén mot thoa thuan vé tat ca moi van dé vdi vi
téng thong rat kho tinh “day long tu hao va khé thuong

chung tai mién Nam Viét Nam ltic 8y da budc sang giai doan nguy kich. Chéc cac
slrgia Karnow va Newman khong nght téi diéu nay, va néu 6ng Karnow ciing vi
cac 6ng Harriman, Hilsman, Forrestal ma & trong bé ngoai giao clia tdng thong
Roosevelt chdc cac 6ng dy cling khuyén nén dé cho Buc quéc xa lam thit cac
nudc ban dé thda man tinh ich ky, trich thuong va ch truong “phan chién” cta
cac 6ng dy. Va néu diéu bat hanh d6 xay ra thi biét dau, sau khi lam thit chau Au
réi chau Phi, Buc Qudc Xa chang chiéu c6 dén chau My va liéu Hoa Ky cd tranh
tham bai hay khong (nhu sau nay tham bai & Viét Nam.)
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thuyét.” Qud phan khéi vé su thanh cong cua minh, 6ng
da ca ngoi toéng thong Diém la Churchill caa thap ky cua
A Chau tai bura da tiéc do téng théng Diém khoan dai.
Nhung cdc st gia Stanley Karnow, tdc gia “Vietnam, a
history” va John M. Newman, tdc gia “JFK and Vietnam”
viét rang 6ng Johnson khen khong that long va co y ninh
ong Diém thoi. Ong Tran Ngoc Dung khi dich cuén sach
ctia bng Newman noi trang 69 “John F. Kennedy va chién
tranh Viét Nam” con viét nang hon khi thém vao sau tu
“ninh” moét chu “bg” to tudng. Mot pho tong thong dai
dién téng thong mot siéu cuong ninh téng thong mot
quoéc gia nhé bé chi bang nua tiéu bang California trong
s6 50 tiéu bang cua siéu cuong, dé da la chuyén hoi kho
nghe, lai con bo nua thi khong hiéu cac tdc gia hay dich gia
noi trén nghi gi vé tu cdch cta vi lanh dao Hoa Ky, nhat la
khi nguoi My thuong tu phu rang cac nhalanh dao ciaho
luén luon dugc bau 1én moét cach cong binh tuyét doi,-”
khong giong nhu nhting cudc “bau cu gian lan” tai mién
Nam VN thoi dé nhat hay d¢ nhi Céng Hoa.” Nghiala cac
tdc gia, dich gia trén c6 yndi con ngudi dung hang thunhi,
va sau nay lén dung hang thu nhat, trong s6 gan 300 triéu
dan My uu Viét, dai dién cho toan dan toc My bach chién
béach thing, da ndi lao, hay danh lira.[++]
(I Rigng vé 161 binh pham ctia Stanley Karnow, xin xem chuong 11.

bang ndéi hon, khong phai chi téng thong Johnson ca
ngoi Ngo binh Diém. Téng thong Eisenhower, anh hung
cua thé chién II, trudc dé 4 nam cung da goi 6ng Diém la
con nguoi than ky (tuc lam nén nhiing diéu ky diéu, nguoi
thuong khong lam dugc) 2

Zxem chuongé.
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bac biét la téng thong Nixon, 22 nam sau cudc dao
chinh 14t d6 va sat hai 6ng Diém con ca ngoi 6ng Diém
bang moét hinh anh kién tric chinh tri nhu dai da s6 dan
My ngay nay phai cong nhan, 6ng la kién truc su thuong
thang.3

3xem chuong17.

Cuu dai suNolting trong cuén “Tu tin nhiém dén tham
kich” da cho biét téng théng Lyndon B. Johnson van cho
viéclat ong Diém 1a mot 16i 1am, mac dau sau khi moi viéc
da 1o 6ng phai bam lay nhung tudng lanh dé giai quyét
nhiung van dé kho khan cang ngay cang tang trong mot
tinh trang hon loan hau dao chinh. Trong tdc phdm “The
vantage point” (tam dich “Uu thé”) chinh téng thong
Johnson, nhac lai cuoc dao chinh, cung da viét: “Toi nghi
chiing ta da ldm khi khong ing ho ong Diem”*

*“The vantage point” (tam dich “Uu Thé”) NXB. Holt Rinehart
& Winston N.Y. 1971, trang 44, Nguyén van: “l thought we had been
mistaken in our failure to support Diem.”

Hai trang sau ong giai thich: “T6i tin rdng viéc sdt hai
ong Diém da tao thém nhiéu vdn dé hon la gidi quyét chiing.”

> sdd. trang 45-46, nguyén van: “| believed the assassination of
President Diem had created more problems for the Vietnamese
than it had solved. | saw little evidence that men of experience and
ability were available in Vietnam, ready to help lead their country. |
was deeply concerned that worse political turmoil might lie ahead
in Saigon.”

Ong cung nhac laiviéc tong thong Diém da thanh cong
ruc r6 trong moét hoan canh cuc ky khé khéan luc méi lén
cam quyén nhu sau:

“Khinhan dan Viét Nam bau ong Ngo Binh Diém lén lam
quoc truong thay thé ong Bdo Paivao cudi ndm 1955 hdu hét
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cdc chuyén gia Tay phuong déu nghi Nam Viét Nam chi ton
tai duoc hon 6 thdang. Nhing ndam dai chinh chién da lam no
suy yéu. Nguoi Phdp da cho mot s6 rdt it nguoi Viét Nam co
hoi dé hoc hoi, trau doi kinh nghiém vé hanh chinh qudn tri
trong chinh quyén. Lic dy xem ra chdc chdn la Cong sdn co
ky ludt cao sé chiém quyén. Nhung dudi sy lanh dao ctia 6ng
Diém Nam Viét Nam da tién tdi. Viet Nam khong cong san da
bdt dau han gan nhung vét thuong ciia minh va tré nén phon
thinh. Xu s6 nho bé nay da phdi tiép thu khodng 900.000 ddn
ty nan chay tron ché do Ho Chi Minh & mién Bdc. Muic sdn
xudt tang. Xudt cdng cung tang. SO truong hoc cing tang.
Muic s6ng lén cao. Nam Viét Nam dang c6 tién bo.”®
¢ sdd trang 50, nguyén vdn: “When the Vietnamese people
voted for Ngo Dinh Diem to replace former Emperor Bao Dai as
Vietnam’s chief of state in late 1955, most western experts thought
the new country would last little more than six months. Long years
of wars had weakened it. The French had given very few Vietnamese
a chance to acquire skills or experience in government and admin-
istration. It seemed certain that the highly disciplined Communists
would take over... But under Diem’s leadership the South Vietnam-
ese moved forward. Non- Communist South Vietnam began to
heal its wounds and to prosper. The small country absorbed about
900,000 refugees who fled Ho chi Minh ‘s rule in the North. Produc-
tion increased; so did export; so did the number of schools. Living
standards rose. South Vietnam was making progress.”

Vé tinh hinh an ninh néi chung va riéng tinh hinh thén
qué, voi su c6 van va phuong tién van chuyén mau le,
va chuong trinh Ap chién lugc phét trién kha quan, ong
Johnson da dan chuing bdo cao cta phai doan McNamara-
Taylor vao cudi thang 10 nam 1963, nghiala chimot thang
trudc cudc dao chinh, cho rang nhiing xdo tron tai thanh
thi do vu Phat Gido gay ra khong lam hai dén cong cudc
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binh dinh va chéng cong 6 nong thon. Ong Johnson viét:

“Ha tudn thdng 9 tong thong Kennedy yéu cau tong truong
quoc phong McNamara va tuéng Taylor, lic dy la chii tich
ban tham muu lién qudn téi Viét Nam dé truc tiép quan sdt.
Nhitng bién c6 xdy ra tai d6 khoi dau tu thang 5 da goi lén
trong tri tong thong Kennedy nhing cu hoéi vé nhiing trién
vong chong cong thanh cong trong vdn han ciung nhu hiéu qud
ctia c0 gang cua chung ta trong dai han.

“Hai 6ng da tro vé ngay 2 thdang 10 va ldp tic bdo cdo cho
tong thong Kennedy hay la “chién dich qudn su da tién trién
rdt tot dep va van tiép tuc tién trién.” Hai ong két lugn rang
trong khi chinh quyén Diém cang ngay cang mdt long dan,
nhing xung dot chinh tri van khong dnh hudng xdu dén cdc
cudc hanh quan quan su. Néu diéu do tiép tuc dung nhu vay
thi hai 6ng tin rang chung ta sé c6 thé rit mot s6 co vin cia
ching ta vé nudc vao cudi nam 1963a Hai ong cing canh cdo
rang tinh trang chia ré vé chinh tri néu tiép tuc co thé dnh
huong xdu dén tinh hinh quan su cing nhu su udc luong tinh
hinh ctia cdc ong trong tuong lai.”’

’sdd trang 61, nguyén van: “Late in September President Kenne-
dy asked secretary of Defense McNamara and general Taylor, then
chairman of the Joint Chief of Staff to go to Vietnam for another
firsthand look. Events there beginning in May had raised questions
inthe President’s mind about prospects for success against the Viet
Cong in the short run, as well as about long range effectiveness of
our effort. They returned on October 2 and reported immediately
to President Kennedy that ‘the military campaign has made great
progress and continues to progress. They concluded that while the
unpopularity of the Diem government was growing, political strife
had notyetaffected military operations. If that continuedtobetrue,

they believed we could bring home some of our military advisers by
theend of 1963
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Téng thong Johnson phé binh moét cdch nghiém khac
mot vai gidi chuc cao cép trong bo ngoai giao ma ong
khong néu dich danh, nhung nguoi doc dé thdy do chinh
la cac 6ng Harriman va Hilsman trong viéc soan thao va
gui cap toc cong dién cho dai su Lodge ngay 24 thang 8
nam 1963, khuyén khich cuéc dao chinh. Ong viét:

“Sau cdc cudc tdn cong chua chién, mot cong dién, duoc
soan thdo tai bo ngoai giao, da duoc gui di Saigon ngay 24
thdng 8. Qud thuc bitc cong dién da bdo dai sit Lodge hay
khuyén ong Diém phdi lam ngay nhing viéc can thiét dé sia
chita tinh hinh va théa man nhitng doi hoi néi bt ciia Phat
Gido. Néu ong Diém khong hanh dong lap tic, vi dai su duoc
chi thi thong bdo cho nhung tuéng lanh chii chot rang Hoa
Ky sé khong tiép tuc vién trg cho chinh phi Saigon vé qudan sy
va kinh té nia. Toi hdu thu nay cé nghia la phdi logi bé ong
Nhu va ba vo nang dong vé chinh tri cia ong ta khoi moi dnh
hudng va trdch nhiém lién tuc trong chinh quyén. Bang néu
ong Diém tir choi khong chiu, Hoa Ky sé khong thé uing ho ong
ta duoc nita. Néu liic do cdc tudng lanh én cam quyén ching
ta sé ung ho ho.

“Cong dién thdo voi va va thiéu tham khdo nay da bat
deén xanh cho nhing ké muon ong Diém do6. Mot khi ong dai
st hanh dong theo hudn thi nhan duoc, nhing chudn bi cho
mot cudc ddo chinh duoc khuyén khich. Theo phdn dodn cia
to1, quyét dinh nay la mot sai lam ngd ngdn nghiém trong; no
phoéng ra mot thoi ky hom loan vé chinh tri sau xa ¢ Saigon kéo
dai gdn hai nam.”8

8 Sdd trang 60-61. Nguyén van: “After the attacks on Buddhist

pagodas, a message prepared in the State Department was sent to
Saigon on August 24. In effect, it told Ambassador Lodge to advise
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Diem that immediate steps had to be taken to correct the situation
and to meet the outstanding Buddhist demands. If Diem did not act
promptly, the ambassador was instructed to advise key Vietnamese
military leaders that the United States would not continue to sup-
port the Saigon government militarily or economically. This ultima-
tum meant the removal of Nhu and his politically active wife from
any continued influence or responsibility in the government. If Diem
refused, the United States could no longer support him. If the mili-
tary leaders then took over, we would support them. This hasty and
ill-advised message was a green light to those who wanted Diem’s
downfall. Once the Ambassador acted on his instructions, prepara-
tions foracoup were stimulated. In my judgement, this decision was
a serious blunder which launched a period of deep political confu-
sionin Saigon that lasted almost two years.

Téng thong Johnson thuc ra chua néi hét y cua éng vé
hau qua cta quyét dinh h6 do dé: Su lat d6 6ng Diém da
dan dén viéc quan tac chién My bo buodc phai 6 at d6 vao
mién Nam, bién cong cudc binh dinh cua chinh quyén
Ngo6 binh Diém trudc kia thanh mot cudc chién tranh
gitta My va Hanoi, khién binh si quan do6i quoc gia dang
la chién si chéng cong dung mot cai tré thanh linh danh
thué, phe quoc gia mat chinh nghia, va cudc chién chéng
cong trd thanh cudc chién tranh xam luoc phi nghia, va
cudi cung 1a su tham bai cua ca Hoa Ky 1an phe quoc gia,
vanoi dung ra cua ca nhan dan Viét Nam, Nam cting nhu
Bac, vi sau 1975 la bat bg, giam cam, chét choc, doi kho
cho dén ngay nay. Ong Cabot Lodge truéc khi qua doi nam
1985 dahoihan vé viéc qua tich cuc khi thi hanh cong dién
nay. Nhung con céc 6ng Harriman, Hilsman, Forrestal va
mot loat nhuing nha bdo nang né cé vo cho viéc lat d6 ong
Diém van con im tiéng co 1é vi tu ai hay c6 chép.

Nu tién si Ellen J. Hammer trong cuén A Death in
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November, noi chuong 10 cting la chuong cudi, trang 309,
da cho biét:

“Cdi chét - ¢ Texas va ¢ Saigon - chdc hdn da lam ong
Johnson ban tam trong nhing ngay lién sau khi lén lam tong
thong. Hom sau tang 1é Kennedy, va trudc khi don vao Bach
Cung Johnson da chi cho Hubert Humphrey xem buc chdn
dung ciia 6ng Ngo Dinh Diém treo 6 tién sanh tu thdt ong va
noi: ‘Chung ta da nhung tay trong vu sdt hai 6ng ta, bay gio
diéu do lai xdy ra 6 day’.”

Changle téng thong My cting nghi nhu ba qua phu Ngo
binh Nhu luc 4y, “ac giad 4c bao”?



Chuong 11
Stanley Karnow: Ng6 Dinh
Diém, ong quan cua My.

Do la tua dé cua
chuong 6, tdc phdm
“Vietnam, a history” ciia
Stanley Karnow, trang
222.[+]

Stanley  Karnow,
nam nay 72 tudi, budc vao lang bdo tu tudi 25, lam thong
tin vién cho cdc bdo 16n nhu Thoi Pai, Song, Buu Dién Hoa
Thinh Pon va ca to Nguoi Quan Sdt cua Anh. Nam 1959,
ong téi Saigon va co gap téng théng Ngo6 Dinh Diém. Ong
da duogc giai thudng Pulitzer vé lich st voi tac phdm “Dé
Qudéc My 6 Phi Luat Tan.” Ong ciing la phéng vién chinh
cho bo phim truyén hinh lich st Viét Nam da tung duoc
congsan Bac Viét dem chiéukhap noi trong nudc sau ngay

I The Viking Press xudt ban lan dau tai My nam 1983. Lan 2 do nha Pingui
Books, ndm 1984. Va lan 3 do nha Viking Pinguin c6 sta chira va cap nhat nam
1991. Cac trich dan trong soan phdm nay theo lan xuét ban ndm 1991
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ho chiém dugc mién Nam, lam cho nhuing nguoi quoc gia
nhat la anh em quan nhéan trong 2 ché d6 Céng Hoa cam
phan vé su xuyén tac lich stt dén d6 trang tron, bi 6i.

Qua tac phdm “Vi¢t Nam, mot lich su” Stanley Karnow
lai moét lan ntta cho thdy céi tai viét “lach” cia mot nhabdo
ky cyu trong nhting trang sach day thién vi. Co 1é vi trong
khi ¢ Viét Nam va lam phéng vién cho moét tap chi thién ta
nhu to Thoi Dai, 6ng da thuong xuyén tiép xuc véi nhung
nguoi nhu Pham Xuan An, dai td tinh bdo cong san, cai vao
lam phéng vién cho cing moét to tuan bdo ctia 6ng, hay ntt
bac si Duong Quynh Hoa, mot dang vién cong san ky cuu
ti khi con du hoc tai Paris, sau nay vé nudc da nam vung
hanh nghé bac si dé hoat dong bi mat cho cong san. Thai
do cua ong chong déi 6ng Diém mot phan con do su tiép
xuc cua 6ng voi nhting nha “tri thuc quéc gia” nhu cdc 6ng
Phan Quang Pan, Hoang Co Thuy va nhat la “nha ngoai
giao” Bui Diém 14 nhting nguoi luon luén bat man, luén
luén chéng déi, luon luén am muu 1at d6, nhungkhi co dén
tay thi chang lam nén tro tréng gi nhu lich st nhiing nam
1964,1965 da chung to. Trong tdc phdm cua 6ng, dugc gisi
thiéu la c6 hang triéu doc gia, va la cudn st vé Viét Nam
day du nhat tu trudc téi nay, tac gia khong ké nhting sach
6ng tham khao, nhu phan dong cdc nha st hoc thuonglam,
ma chi néu tén chung 500 nguoi ma 6ng ndi la da giup ong
hoan thanh tac phdm do6 s6 cua 6ng. Trong s6 nhung cai
tén duoc néu 1én co tén cac 6ng Diém, Nhu, ba Nhu, céc
o6ng Bui Diém, Tran Van Don, Duong Van Minh, Nguyén
Cao Ky, Nguyén Chanh Thi va hang chuc tén céc nhan vat
cong san, nhung khong thay tén nirky gia M.Higgins va c6
téng thong Nixon, 1a hai nguoi bénh vuc 6ng Diém.
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Ngay dudi tua dé cua chuong 6 “America’s Mandarin”,
Karnow danh tron trang 222 dé dang hinh téng thong
Diém mac com-1¢é trang, that ca-vat den, dau hoi cui, hai
tay chap sau lung, ddng diéu tram tu, dang di trong can
phong vang vé chi cé vai chiéc ghé xung quanh mot chiéc
ban tron trén dat mot binh hoa hué trang. Bén dudi buc
hinh tdc gia ghi:

“Ng6 binh Diém trong tu thé tram tu ddc thi tai dinh cila
ong ta ¢ Saigon. Tdch biét va khdc kho, ong ta it hoa minh véi
thién ha, trdilai chithich tu co lap, song vdi gia dinh va nhimg
phu td than can.”t

'sdd trang 222. Nguyén vdn: “Ngo Dinh Diem in a characteristic

meditative pose in his palace in Saigon. Aloof and austere he min-
gled poorly with people, preferring instead to isolate himself with
his family and close aides.”

Cunhin 14 tdm hinh
tiép theo dang 6 nhiing
trang dau cua chuong 6,
kem theo nhiing hang
chut ghi & dudi méi tdm
hinh, véi nguy phé binh
kin ddo ma sau sic, tinh
vi cua tdc gia, nguoi
ta co thé thay ngay su
thién vi hay thanh kién
cua ong. Vi du tdm anh
sO 1 noi trén doi chiéu
v6i tdm anh s6 10 &
trang 227 chup canh
téng thong Diém tuoi cuoi rang ro gio cao chiéc mu cta
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ong dé vay chao dam
dan qué dung hai bén
duong chao don ong.
Dudi tdm anh nay tdc
gia ghi nhu sau:

“Ngo Dinh Diém
trong mot chuyén di
tham mién qué ¢ Nam
Viét Nam. Mdc ddu nét
mat ong vui vé, nhung
ong ta vom chdng thich
nhing chuyén di xa nhu
vy, ma cdc co vdn thiic
ép phdi lam vi ho nghi ong thiéu tiép xiic voi quan ching.

25dd trang 227.Nguyénvan: “Ngo Dinh Diem on one of his early

»2

trips into the South Vietnamese countryside. Despite his cheerful
expression, Diem dislikes such expeditions, which were urged on
him by his American advisers, who thought he lacked the “common
touch.”

Nhin tdm anh va doc nhung hang chu ghi dudi, ta thay
tac gia muon té ra minh khdch quan, vi cing chon ca anh
dep va cé y nghia tot. Nhung 6ng da khéo “lach” caiy phé
binh chi trich vao trong do khién nguoi doc phai nghi
theo 1a 6ng Diém khong thich gan dan, nhat la khi cai an
tuong dau tién do tdm hinh 16n chodn nguyén mot trang
sach mo ta 6ng Diém trong tu thé tram tu, c6 doc con han
lén trong tri nguoi doc. Nhung tdc gia khong noi do lay
6ng ma lai néi cho nguoi ta thay do lay ctia cac ¢6 vdn cua
ong Diém. Do langhé thuat tuyén truyén ma cong san hay
dung mot cach vi di¢u. Khong de mot nha bdo dan chu
cling co cdi tai do.
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Dudi tdm anh thu hai noi trang 223 chup canh tong
thong Diém tu trén chiéc phi co cia Hang Khong Phép

budc xuong trudce su don ti€p ctia dan chung tai san bay
ngay dudi chan cau thang. Hinh chup chi cho thay vai
tram cai dau, nhung ngay dang sau 16p nguoi nay con bao
nhiéu ngudi nua thi khong biét. Nhung hay doc hang chu
ma tac gia ghi:

“Thdng 6 ndm 1954, khi 6ng Diém tré vé Viét Nam vdi tu
cdch thi tudng, ong duoc don tiép tai san bay Saigon boi mot
dum nguoi, hau hét la tin do Cong Gido nhu ong. Tuy la nguoi
quoc gia ky cuu, lic dy ong cing chila mot khuén mdt hau nhu
chdng ai biét.”

3 sdd trang 223. Nguyén van: “In June 1954, when Diem re-
turned to Vietnam as Prime minister, he was met at the Saigon
airport by only the handful of enthusiasts, most of them Catholics

like himself. Though a veteran nationalist, he was a virtually un-
known figure.”

Lat sang trang sau: Buc anh cudc t6 chuc bau ct, dudsi
c6 hang chit ctia tac gia: “Chdng bao lau sau khi vé lam thi
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tudng, Ngo Dinh Diém dd to chiic mot cudc trung ciu dan y dé
trudt phé Bdo Dai. Ong ta da duoc hdu hét phiéu bau, két qud
ctia mdnh 16i bau cit ma cdc c6 vin My ciia ong ta bay cho.”

4sdd trang 224. Nguyén van: “Not long after his return to Viet-
nam as prime minister, Ngo Dinh Diem organized a referendum to
oust Emperor Bao Dai. Diem received almost all the votes, the result
of electoral devices contrived by his American advisors.

That 1a tuyét. Tac gia dau cé ndéi 6ng Diém gian lan
trong cudc bau ct. Cung dau cé ndi 6ng Diém la tay sai
ctia My. Nhung nhin tdm hinh r6i doc hang chit 6 dudi
nguoi ta at phai co y nghi do.

Trong tadm anh s6 6 trang 225 6ng Diém dung gita 4
nguoi nudc ngoai, nguoi My cao lén mac quan phuc dung
bén phai 6ng la tudng Lansdale luc 4y con la dai ta. Dudi
anh Karnow ghi: “Ngé Dinh Diém song sot qua cdc bién co
chinh tri duoc la phan l6n nho dai td Edward Lansdale, mot s
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quan khong quan biét phdi cho CIA. Lansdale, mot nha qudng
cdo 6 San Francisco, dugc mo td mot cdch sinh dong trong
nhan vat dai td Hillendale, trong cudn “nguoi My xdu xi” ban
chay nhdt vao nam 19657 tr.225.

> 5dd trang 225. “Ngo Dinh Diem owed his political survival

largely to colonel Edward Lansdale (near left), an Air Force officer
attached to the CIA. Landsdale, a former San Francisco advertising
man, was portrayed as colonel Hillendale in the 1965 best-seller The
Ugly America.

boc nhiing hang ghi dudi cac tdm hinh vira ké, nguoi ta
théy tdc gia da ha thap 6ng Diém moét cach khéo 1éo dén
do xem ra c6 vé khach quan, vo tu, hoan toan khong ac y.
Nhung nghi ky thi thdy day 4c y. Karnow la ky gia ky cuu
day kinh nghiém biét cdch viét va lach, dung hinh anh dé
noi lén y nghi ctia minh va goi lén trong dau nguoi doc
nhiing cdm nghi ma 6ng mong muén. Ctt doc ky nhing 1oi
ghi dudi nhting tam hinh vira ké nguoi doc du c6 ngay mot
hinh 4nh khong mdy tét dep vé 6ng Diém: c6 doc, khong
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thich gan dan, chi duoc mot it nguoi Cong Gido ung ho,
dua vao nguoi My ma ton tai, nhitng nguoi My ung ho 6ng
Diém thudc loai xau (”xau xi”) ma tiéu biéu la dai ta CIA
Lansdale. Khi nguoi doc da c6 thanh kién do réi thi dé bi
anh huéng boi nhung trang sau, du tdc gia c6 lam ra vé
khach quan dé thuyét phuc nhting nguoi doc than trong.

Trang 229 Karnow trich 10i 6ng Ng6é bPinh Di¢m ndi,
c6 lé trong mot hoan canh nao do vao thoi dai quan chu,
nhung tdc gia khong ghi r6 1a khi nao. Cau do nhu sau:
“Mot su tom kinh thiéng liéng phdi danh cho chia thuong la
moi gioi gitia nhan dan va Troi cao khi ngai lam 1é quic gido.”
Chung toi lay lam tiéc khong tim dugc nguyén van 16i 6ng
Diém va cung khong biét 6ng noi trong truong hop nao.
Cau trén chi la dich lai 16i dich thuat cua tdc gia Karnow
tu tiéng Viét ra tiéng Anh nhu sau: “A sacred respect is due
the person of Sovereign. He is the mediator between the people
and heaven as he celebrates the national cult”.

Vi cau nay ma nhiéu nguoi My va mét s6 nguoi Viét
than My cho rang 6ng Diém tu coi minh nhu mot 6ng vua
tri dan thay troi. Dan 6 bén dudi 6ng. Ong 6 gitia Troi va
dan. Cé théla cau noi cua 6ng Diém co lién quan dén viéc
té 1é Nam Giao trong nén quan chu Viét Nam trudc day
ma tac gia vo tinh hay httu y da ddt vao khung canh cua dé
nhat Cong Hoa dé béu xau chang.

Lién dudi cau cua 6ng Diém, Karnow dat cau ctia tong
thong Lyndon B. Johnson khen 6ng Diém trong mot bua
quoc yén do 6ng Diém khoan dai nhu sau: “Tong thong
Diém la Churchill cia thdp ky trong hang tién dao cila cdc
nha lanh dao bdo vé tu do.”®

ésdd trang 229.“President Diem is the Churchill of the decadea
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in the vanguard of those leaders who stand for freedom. - Lyndon
B.Johnson.

Do la 16i khen r6 rang. Nhung chi it hang sau Karnow
lai viét rdng khi 6ng ta héi téng théng Johnson thi éng
nay bao “cut.” Ong Karnow viét cuén “Stt Viet Nam”
hon 10 nam sau khi tong thong Johnson qua doi (1973.)
Khong biét ngoai 6ng Karnow c¢ ai khac nghe dugc tiéng
“cut” ctia tong thong thi 36 ctia Hoa Ky khong. Thuat lai
chuyén nay, néu co thuc, chang nhing tac gia ha thap 6ng
Diém, ma con si nhuc téng théng My ma nhan dan My da
bau lén, co lé khong phai bang nhitng manh 16i muu meo,
x30 thuat do ¢6 van My (dong bao ctua Karnow) da bay
veé ra cho 6ng Diém thang 6ng Bao bai, nhu Karnow da
ghi dudi mot tdm hinh vira noi é trén. Vi chang 1é tai mot
nudc ménh danh la dan chu nhat thé gidi lai cing cé moét
nguoi nhu Johnson, an noéi chang ra gi, khen nguoi ta roi
lai bao ‘cut dy vay ma dan My thong minh cting bau lam
tong thong hay sao?

Sau nhung hinh anh rat goi y nhu trén theo sau 1a 1oi
khen cta téng thong Johnson, Karnow viét 6 trang dau
chuong 6:

“La mot nguoi Cong Gido song kho hanh nhu nha tu, lai
thdm nhuan truyén thong Nho Gido, mot thi: hon hop ciia nha
su va ong quan, ong Diém ngay thdng, can ddm va hdng say
trung thanh vdi chinh nghia quoc gia. Ngay dén ong Ho Chi
Minh ciing kinh né long yéu nudc cia 6ng Diém. Nhung ong
Diém khong thé sanh kip ong HO6 ma cd nhung nguoi chong
cong cung coi nhu mot vi anh hung. Bi dnh huong manh boi
cam nghi rang minh khong thé sai lam, nhu mot vi hoang dé
thiia xua dugc phong chiic dé tvi vi, ong Diém muon moi nguoi
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phdi tudn phuc ong. Khong tin mot ai ngoai nguoi nha nén
khong chiu ty quyén, va cung khong tao noi mot luc luong
qudn chung san sang bo phiéu cho ong, ngoai nhing dong dao
Cong Gido, dong huong mién Trung. Nhdt la ong ta khong thé
hiéu dugc tam rong lon cia cudc cdch mang chinh tri, xd hoi,
kinh téma nhitng nguoi cong san, doi thii ciia ong dang c6vo.)”
7sdd trang 229. “An ascetic Catholic steeped in Confucial tradi-
tion, a mixture of monk and mandarin, he was honest, courageous
and the fervent in his fidelity to Vietnam’s national cause; even Ho
Chi Minh respected his patriotism. But he was no match for Ho,
whom even anti-communists regarded as a hero. Imbued with a
sense of his own infallibility, as if he were an ancient emperor or-
dained to govern, Diem expected obedience. Distrustful of every-
one outside his family, he declined to deligate authority, nor was he
able to build a constituency that reached beyond his fellow Catho-
lics and natives of central Vietnam. Above all, he could not compre-
hend the magnitude of the political, social and economic revolution

being promoted by his communist foes.”

Chang ro ¢ nhung lan tai ban sau, sau khi dugc nghe
nhtung nguodi cong san vé mong cach mang nhu Tran
Bach bang, Duong Quynh Hoa, Pham Xuan An, Bui Tin,
Truong Nhu Tang, v.v. 6ng Karnow c6 cho biét thanh qua
cuia cai ma o6ng goi la cudc cach mang rong 1oén cua CAC
NGUOI CONG SAN n¢ thé tham dén nhu thé nao khong,
vanéu sanh véi nhiing gi ma hai nén Coéng Hoa mién Nam
Viét Nam da dat dugc, thi liéu né c6 dugc mot phan nho
khong. Hay 6ng van con cho rang né thuc su 1la mét cudc
cach mang?

Tac gia da dua truong hop dp chién luge Bén Cat tinh
Binh Duong lam vi du dé phé binh quéc séch ap chién
lugc, va néu tran Ap Bic lam bing chung dé phé binh cac
tuéng lanh mién Nam va dich than 6ng Diém. Ong viét:
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“Ong Diém va ong Nhu coi chuong trinh Ap chién lugc chil
yéu la mot phuong tién dé mé rong dnh hudng cd nhan cia
minh, chit khong phdi mot phuong cdch truyén cho nong dian
¥ chi chong cong”®

8 Trang 273. “Diem and Nhu saw the strategic hamlet program

as essentially a means to spread their influence rather than a device
toinfuse peasants with the will to resist Vietcong”

“Dan qué coi nhu minh phai tu bao vé x6m, nhung hau
hét dan 6ng du suc khoe da di theo Viét Cong, khong phai
vi tin cho bang dé thach d6 nhung bién phap cuong bach
ctia ché do.”°

° Trang273.“The peasants were supposed to defend the hamlet
themselves, but most of the able-bodied man had rallied to the Viet-

cong, perhaps less out of conviction than in defiance of the regime’s
coercive methods.”

“Mot si quan My ¢ dong bang song Citu Long qud quyét
rdang “dp chién luoc” da lam té liét quan luc mién Nam Viét
Nam ma ddng lé phdi dung dé ddanh Viét cong. Cdc vién chiic
ctia Diém hoan toan hiéu sai chuong trinh dp chién lugc. Ho
chi muon lam dep long 6ng Diém. Ho la dan thanh pho duoc
thang chiic nho bo do (nguyén vin nghia den la “hon dit”)
cdp trén, va chilo trévé Saigon, délai duoc thang chiic, thang
cdp.”10

10 Trang 274. “One US officer in the Mekong delta a asserted

that the strategic hamlets were paralyzing South Vietnamese Forc-
es that ought to be fighting Vietconga Diem’s official totally miscon-
strued the program. “They only want to please the regime. They ha-
ven’t the faintest idea what makes peasants tick -and how can they?
They are city boys who earned promotions by kissing the asses of
their bosses, and all they care about is getting back to Saigon to get
promoted again.”

Karnow dung tran Ap Bic lam bang c¢ dé chiing minh
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diéu d¢ va si va hai tuéng Cong Gido Huynh Van Cao va
Bui binh bam (6ng bam luc 4y con la dai td):

“Diém chi thi cho si quan cua ong trdnh thuong vong.
Nhiém vu chinh cua ho, theo o6ng ta, khong phdi la ddnh Viét
cong, ma la bdo vé ong chong nhung cudc ddo chinh cé thé xdy
ra ¢ Saigon.1t

" Trang 276. “Diem instructed his officers to avoid casualties.
Their primary role, in his view, was not to fight the Vietcong but to
protect him against possible coup in Saigon.”

“Su yéu kém ctia quan doi Diém da tré nén qud ro vao
théng giéng nam 1963 gan Ap Béc, mot lang ¢ déng bing
Song Cuu Long, 40 ddm tay nam Saigon. Tai day mot luc
lugng Viét cong nho hon da danh toi boi mot su doan
Nam Viét Nam. Néu khong bi chi huy béi nhung si quan
hén kém, sudoan nay da co thé ghi dugc mot chién thang.
Nhung cdc si quan do dich than 6ng Diém chon da cho
thay thuc chat ctia ché do cua ong ta.

“Tudéng Huynh Van Cao, tulénh quan doan 4, bao gom
toan bo dong bang song Cuu Long, 1a nguoi trung thanh
hang dau cua o6ng Diém, da dugc thang cap chi vi trung
thanh, chi kha nang thua kém céc dong nghiép. La mot
tin d6 Cong Gido nguoi Hué, 6ng Cao thuoc dang Can
Lao cta 6ng Nhu. “Cao lic &y mdi trao quyeén tu lénh su
doan 71a don vi chinh ctia quan d¢i mién Nam Viét Nam
trong vung cho mot dan em dugc 6ng ta bao boc la dai
td Bui binh Pam cung la moét tin d6 Cong Gido rat duoc
long 6ng Diem.”12

'2 The Diem army’s shortcoming became dramatically appar-
entin January 1963 near Ap-Bac, avillage in the Mekong Delta, forty

miles south-west of Saigon, where an inferior Vietcong contingent
mauled a South Vietnamese Division that could have scored avicto-
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ry had it not been led by pusillanimous officers. But the officers, per-
sonally picked by Diem, exemplified his regime: ‘General Huynh Van
Cao, the South Vietnamese commander of the fourth Corps, which
embraced the whole of the Mekong delta, was a loyalist whose fidel-
ity had earned him promotion over more competent colleagues. A
Catholic from Hue, he belonged to Nhu’s secret political organiza-
tion, the Can Lao. He had recently turned over the Seventh Division,
the principal South Vietnamese unit in the area, to a protégé, Col-
onel Bui Dinh Dam, also a Catholic high on Diem’s list of favorites.

Karnow da thuat lai 16i phé binh gay gat cta trung ta
Vann, ¢6 vén su doan 7. Ong nay chang nhiing ché dai t4
bam, ma con, theo nguyén van cua Karnow, két toi ca ong
Di¢m. Chung ta sé xem trung td Vann ma Karnow trung
dan 6 day la nguoi nhu thé nao é chuong 20 (Sheehan)

“Ong Diém mudn chién tranh ci khong phéan thdng bai
mai, dé ong ta c6 thé tiép tuc nhan vien tro My”13

3 sdd trang 278-279. Nguyén van: “Diem wanted the war to

stumble along inconclusively so that he could continue to receive

Americanaid.”

Vé cudc khuing hoang Phat Gido bat dau ti1é Phat ban,
ngay 8-5-1963 Karnow da mo ta ty my trong 4 trang (294-
297). boc xong ai cung thdy trach nhiém va su ngoan co
cta chinh quyén. To6i chixin trich mot doan vanlién quan
dén thiéu ta bang Si:

“Ngay 8 thdang 5 nam 1963, khi cdc Phat tu tap hop tai
Hué démung lé Phdt Ddn thi 2527, vién pho tinh trudng, mot
nguoi Cong Gido, co cdi tén la thiéu td Dang Xi, dp dung mot
sdc lénh cii cdm ho treo co nhiéu mau cia ho. Nhung mot tudin
trudc do ong ta lai khuyén khich gido dan 6 do treo co xanh
trdang cua Gido Hoang dé mung ky niém 25 ndm thu phong
ctia Thuc.”1*

' 5dd trang 295. Nguyén van: “On May 8, 1963, as Buddhists
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assembled in Hue to celebrate the 2527th birthday of the Buddha,
the deputy province chief, a Catholic by the name of Major Dang Xi,
enforced an old decree prohibiting them from flying their multicol-
ored flag”

bé ban doc biét thém vé vai tro ctia Pang Sy trong van
dénayvaso phan ctia dngta sau khinén dé nhat Cong Hoa
sup d6, toi sé trich dich trang 115 trong cuén “A Death In
November” cua nu ky gia Ellen Hammer néu 1én y kién
ctiamot 6 nguoi trong cudc vé vu an xtit bang Sy dudi thoi
chinh phu Nguyén Khanh (Xin xem phan Phu Luc).
Karnow thuat lai nguyén van 16i thuong toa Thich Tri
Quang ndi voi cdc vién chuc toa dai su My: “Cdc ong chiu
trdch nhiém vé su voiloan nay, vi cdc ong ung ho 6ng Diém va
cdi chinh phii ngu dot cia ong ta.”>
Bsdd trang 296.Nguyén van: “You are responsible for the pres-

ent trouble because you back Diem and his government of ignora-
muses.”

bac biét vé cudc dao chinh ngay 1 thang 11 nam 1963,
Karnow, c¢ lé sau khi da dugc doc mot so tai liéu moi giai
mat, da phai thu nhan: “Ong ta (Diém) da khong thé sup do,
néu khong co su déng loa ciia My.”16

°spD. trang 293.Nguyén vén: His collapse would have beenim-
possible without American complicity.

Tac gia da khong dung tu lat d6 ma lai dung tu sup do.
Vi vay c6 thé c6 nguoi sé bao su dong loa 6 day la nham
vao nhiing nguoi My ung ho hay bénh vuc 6ng Diém, chu
khong cé y noi chinh phu My, dung dau tai Hoa Thinh
bon 1a téng thong Kennedy va ding dau 6 Saigon la
dai st Cabot Lodge sau nay. Nhung theo mach van, véi
nhiting hang lién sau do thi khong thé nao suy dién nhu
vay duoc, ma phai hiéu tdc gia co y ndi su lat d6. Khong
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thé bao Stanley khong biét dung cht, lan 16n danh tu.
Cho nén phai hiéu 6ng ta muoén lap 10 dé néu ai hiéu lam,
khi tach cau van ra khoi mach van, thi cang tét. b€ kiém
chung moi ban doc gap thing tac gia voi nguyén ban cuoi
trang 293: “Kennedy deferred to Henry Cabot Lodge, the U.S.
ambassador in Saigon, who encouraged Diém’s senior officers
to stage a coup d’etat.”

Va dau trang 294:

“America’s responsibility for Diem’s death haunted U.S.
leaders during the years ahead prompting them to assume a
larger burden in Vietnam.” Xin tam dich: “Ong Kennedy da
chiéu theo y ong Henry Cabot Lodge, dai sit Hoa ky 6 Saigon
dé ong nay khuyén khich cdc tudng td cua ong ta to chiic mot
cudc ddo chinh.”

Va

“Trdch nhiém ciia My vé cdi chét ciia ong Diém dm dnh cdc
nha lanh dao My sudt mdy ndam sau dé khién ho nhdan lanh
mot gdnh ngng hon ¢ Viégt Nam”.

Nhiing 16i trén cho thdy tdc gia khong thé choéi trach
nhiém cua My trong viéc lat d6 (chu khong phai sup do)
ong Diém. Nhung da cho nguoi doc c6 cam tudng trach
nhiém do nhe thoi vi chi khuyén khich chi khong truc
tiép t6 chuc. Nhung néu chi khuyén khich thi tai sao lai
phai trung t4 CIA Lou Conein luén luén tuc tryc tai van
phong tuéng Khiém & téng tham muu cung véi cac tudng
Minh, Donvalai con chi tién triéuvao viéc dao chinh nta?
Va tai sao Rufe Phillips lai cting ke ke 6 bén hai 6ng Bui
Diém va Lé Van Kim, trong khi ai cting biét tuéng Lé Van
Kim phu trach vé chinh tri trong cudc dao chinh. Dau sao
thi Stanley Karnow cting thanh thuc hon nhting ngu6i nhu



128 minhvo

tuong Nguyén Chanh Thi va Schlesinger cinhét dinh cho
rang My khong dong vai tro gi trong cudc dao chinh nay;,
nhu ta sé thdy trong cdc chuong 19 va 24.



Chuong 12
H6 SiKhué: Ng6 Pinh Diém la
nguoi yéu nudc... Nhung khong
yéu dan, ma chi bat dan phai
yéu ong

am 1992 nha xuat ban Van

Nghé¢ tai California cho ra
cuén “H6 Chi Minh, Ng6 binh
Di¢m va Mdt Tran Giai Phong
Mién Nam”, tdc gia Ho6 SiKhué.
Trong cuon sach nay tdc gia noi
rat nhiéu veé lién hé cd nhan ong
véi cac ong Ngo binh Céan, Ngo
binh Nhu va nhat la 6ng Ngo

binh Di¢m. C¢ thé noi trong moét thoi gian dai éng duoc
6ng Diém coi nhunguoinha va 6ng da chon 6ng Dié¢m lam
lanh tu cua minh. Trong nhiing ndm 1947, 1948, khi 6ng
Diém 6 khu nha tho Cha Tam trong Chg Lon, (noi hai 6ng
Diém Nhu sé dén du 1€ 1an cudi cung trudc khi chét,) 6ng
Ho SiKhué daluon ludn ké can, doc sach, nghién cuu, sap
x€ép tai liéu cho 6ng Diem. Ong Diém da ct 6ng coi hai to
bao Hoa Lu va Tinh Than va dé xuat nhung duong hudng
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hoat dong trong tuong lai khi ndm chinh quyén. Van theo
ong Khué thi, vi 6ng Diém khong nghe theo nhiing 16i
khuyén cdo cua 6ng cho nén 6ng khong hop tdc, mac du
duoc 6ng Diém cho nguoi goi. Di nhién 6ng Khué khen
6ng Diém cung nhiéu, vi dau sao 6ng cung da tung co
luc tam phuc, nhung 6ng ché nhiéu hon va ché rat tham
té, phan nhiéu ¢ nhung diém ma 6ng cho ring 6ng Diém
khong nghe 6ng, nhat la tit khi da ndm duoc chinh quyén.
Vi du khong dung nguci Nam Ky, dep gido phdi, khong
lién lac mat thiét véi cac nudc trong thé gidi thu ba ma
chibam vao My, doc ton, “toan quyén”, gia dinh tri, khong
hiéu Phat Gido, bach hai Phat Gido, mdé duong cho Mat
tran giai phong mién Nam.

Sau day la mot vai doan lién quan dén cac diém ma ong
HO St Khué chi trich 6ng Diém:

“ONG DIEM MO PUONG MAT TRAN.” D¢ la tiéu dé
ong Ho Si Khué dung cho chuong 6, chodn ca trang 253.
Trong chuong nay 6ng Khué ché éng Diém khong thu hut
duoc nguoi mién Nam, nhdt 14 thanh phan khang chién
quéc gia nén da “xufn bai, 6ng c6 toi vdi lich stt. Ong mat
mang moét cach bi tham, dat mién Nam trén da sup d6, roi
sau do ddy ca dan toc vao tay cong san”!

Tepya ChiMinh,Ng6 Binh Diém vaMat Tran Giai Phéng.” Nhaxudt ban Van Nghé.
Trang 282.Nhungtrudc khi két toi 6ng Diém nhutrén, 6ng Khué dathanh thuc nhan
rang khéng phai éng Diém khong biét diéu do. Sau day la nguyén van 16i 6ng Khué:

A

“Dung hai vu stta Nam Bo

ngudi Nam Ky, dat Nam Ky, va thanh phan khang chién
quéc gia, ma gitt nudc. “Khéng phai la khdam pha ctia ngudi viét, va cting khong co gi
ma&i mé déi véi dng Diém. Chinh dng da day téi nhuthé ti nhiing nam 1947,1948, va
t6i tiing 1y lam thich thu. Dya Ién dan [én dat Bong Nai, Bén Nghé, dé sau do, gom
dat nudc vé mot méi; dap [én dét dang trong, dua vao long dan Nam bang trong, ma
théng nhat non séng thanh mét quéc gia hung vuong. Nguyén Alnh da chon chién



ngd dinh diém:|oikhentiéngché 131

Vé “ché do toan quyén” ctia 6ng Diém, 6ng Khué viét:
“Nguoi Nam Ky cing ong Diém cam quyén nhiéu ddy chi. Cdc
ong Nguyen Ngoc Tho, Tran Viin Huong, Bui Vin Thinh chdng
la nhan vat nguoi Nam la gi? Roi thiéu chi tinh trudng, quan
trudng, gidm doc nay no, nguoi Nam Ky. Ong Diém dau cé cdm
quyén mot minh, sao cé thé bdo omg la toan quyén?? Nhung ong
dung mot s6 nhan vat Nam Ky quanh ong dé “sai bdo,” khong
danh cho ho mot chiit quyén hanh chinh tri nao. Cho nén tong
théng Cong Hoa chi la mét QUAN TOAN QUYEN khong hon
khong kém.”3

M4y trang sau tac gia “H6 Chi Minh, Ng6 Binh Diém va
Mat Tran Giai phéng” con chi trich 6ng Diém nhiéu hon
ntta: “Ong (Diém) chitin dung nhitng nguoi ong viia y. Ong tap
hop va dung ting moét 16p tay chan khuyén ma, chi dau ddu gii
minh thé nao cho khoi bi thdt sung, lo lam vita long ong hon la
lam nén viéc cho omg. »4

lugc nay trong cong trinh phuc hung sunghiép ctia cac Chia Nguyén va thdng nhat
nudc nha. Ong da thanh cong ruc ré. Trong hai nam 1947, 1948 6ng Ngé Dinh Diém
danhan rava giai cho téi bai hoc nay clia vua Gia Long: C6 ngudi Luc Tinh la co dat
Nam Ky. Gitr dugc dat Nam Ky la gitr duoc nudc nha”

?5.d.d.tr.320.

?s.dd.tr.321.

4 5.d.d. tr. 321. Cac 6ng V6 Van Hai, Doan Thém, Quéch Tong Buc, Nguyén
Ngoc Tho, Ton Thét Trach, Nguyén Binh Thuan, Nguyén Ngoc Khoi, Tran Thién
Khiém, Tran Van Bon, Ton That Binh, viv,, nhiing nguoi thusng & chung quanh éng
Diém, khi doc nhiting hang trén (duoc dng Khué goi la khuyén mé, tuc cho ngua,)
khong biét c6 cam thdy hanh dién va sung sudng khong. Quy vi 8y c6 déng y voi
6ngH6 Sikhué khéng? O chuongtrén chiingtéi datrich din Karnow viét ring cac
tudng lanh thoi 6ng Diém (Xin nhé cho rang Karnow khéng phai chi noi riéng cé
hai 6ng Huynh Van Cao va Bui Binh Bam ma éng ta néu dich danh dau dugc thang
cap nhd bo da (nguyén van nghia den la “hon dit”). Nhu vay cac viténg bo trudng,
pho téng thdng, chu tich quéc hoi, dan biéu, tinh trudng, quan trudng, téng giam
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Haitrangké tiép ong Khué dung dé chung minhvalénén
ong Diém 1a “gia dinh tri.” Ong viét: “O thuong tdng, nguoi
Trung, nguoi Bdc déu bi ky thi tdt, chit chdang phdi chi nguoi
Nam. Chdng cd ldy mot ai chen vao trung tam quyét dinh chinh
quyén duoc. Viéc nudc laviéc riéng ciia anh em ong, cia gia dinh
ong. Nguoi trong nudc goi chung la “Gia dinh tri” >Vé van dé
Phat Gido 6ng Khué ché 6ng Diém hiéu Phat Gido moét cach
nong can cho nén coi thuong Phat Gido, dan ap Phat Gido.
Ong viét: “Khong nhu nguoi Thién Chita Gido phdi riia toi dé
thanh con chién, ai song theo gidi ludt nha Phat, xung minh la
Phat tu, déu da la Phat tik cd, khong can phdi quy y khong vu

ddc, giam déc va tat ca cac tudng lanh va st quan cao cdp thai dé nhdt cong hoa,
dating dugc 6ng Diém thang cap, thang chiic nghtgi? Quy vi cé thdy nhuc khong?
Hay chi c¢ c6 téng théng clia qui vi dang si nhuc, dang chi trich ma thoi? Thoi dé
nhét cong hoa ké viét tap sach nay chila mét st quan cép Uy, khong cé chic vu gi
quantrongtrong chinh quyén, suét 9 nam thai éng Diém chi dugc thang mét cap,
dinhién khéng phai do bo d6, vay ma khi doc nhiing hang trén clia 6ng H6 STKhué
va Karnow con thdy dé mat tia tai. Vi nghi rang khi ngudi ta da vu cao, si nhuc moét
lanh tu quéc gia cd tai tri, duc dé va day long yéu nudc nhu 6ng Ngé Binh Diém
thi con ai trong sé nhing nha lanh dao hay chinh khach khac ma ngudi ta khong
sinhuc? Vay thitoan dan trong phe quéc gia la cdi giv Chi ¢ nhiing ngudi bén phe
codngsan c6 quyén ngdng dau 1én thoi u? Cau hoi nay téi khong dét racho 6ng Kar-
now, vi da ré 6ng ta la nha bao thién cong, nhung cho riéng 6ng H6 STKhué, vi toi
nghi 6ng cting mudn lam ngudi quéc gia, va vi thdy éng cling ché trach dng H6 Chi
Minh, mac dau éngkhéngthich chéng cong.

> Tr331. Doc dén day ngusi doc hoi ldy 1am la, vi & nhiing trang truéc éng
Khué da nhiéu 1an thuat lai nhiing cudc d6i thoai gitta dng véi 6ng Diém va 6ng
Nhu vé nhiing van dé chinh tri va 6ng Diém ctng nhu 6ng Nhu, du ban may
cting cham chu nghe 6ng, c6 khi dén nira dém, va trao déi y kién véi dng mét
cach thanh thuc céi mo. Chi co diéu doi khi co nhingy kién khong vira long 6ng
Khué, vi 6ng la ngudi ngoai cudc, con hai 6ng la nhiing ngudi trong cuéc, ngudi
cé trach nhiém, nén kho lam manh nhu 6ng Khué, hodc chinh céc éng dy ciing
mudn lam ma khéng dam vi hoan canh luc dy qua kho khan, chi khong phai cac
6ngdy phan béi [oi hiia ban dau.
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phdi dén chua. Do té buong giao trd thanh Phat. Thinh Phdt lén
ban tho chung voi ong ba, la du thanh Phat tir. Quan niém tin
nguong khomg co chdp nay, ong Diém khong hiéu noi. Doi voi
o0ng Phat tii la ké dén chiia. Cho nén ong bay tén “dao Ong Ba”,
dé goi chung nguoi tho cing t6 tién, khoi phdi ké ho la Phat tit.
Nhu thé Phit tir chi la thiéu s6, con thiéu s6 hon cd dao Thién
Chiia cia 6ng. Phdt gido theo cdch tinh nay chua dén 10%. Ong
co dan dp thang tay cing chang di sic lam gi duoc ong. Vi ong
da thang tay dan dp. Cho nén omg chét tham”0%’

Ong Khué dua 4 chit Cong Hoa Nhan Vi ralam dé tai ché
giéu mia mai. C6 cho ong viét:

“Trudc kia, nha nudc Saigon cang tuyén truyén “cong
san ha khac” dong bao cang thdy “Nhan vi ha khac” cing
changkém chi.”

Lai c6 cho ong so sanh ché do 6ng Diém doc ton 1a do
phdt xudt ti quan niém doc than cua Thién Chua Gido
cung y hét nhu ché do cong san cua 6ng Ho6 cung phat
xudt tir quan niém déc than cta chinh théng gido Nga ma
nhung Lenin va Stalin la tin htu khi chua bé dao dé theo
Karl Marx. Ké ra cung la mot nhan dinh doc ddo cta tri 6c
ong Khué.

CungnhuBernard B. Fall va dng D6 Mau, 6ng H6 SiKhué
bao 6ng Ngo6 binh Diém mac dau dugc My triét dé ing ho,

687 5dd tr.396-397. Cau “ai séng theo gidi luat nha Phat, xung minh la Phat
tu, déu la Phat tir ca” khién nguai doc c6 thé hiéu: Ai xung minh la Phat ti nhung
khong s6ng theo gidi luat nha Phat (cdm sat sinh [a mét) thi khéng phai Phat tu.
Thr hdi méy ai ddm bao minh gitr du gidi luat nha Phat, ké ca cac thuong toa, dai
duc? Vay Phat t dugc may ngudiz Con néu chi can xung minh la Phat tir du dé tro
thanh Phat tu, thi nhiing ké gian, gian diép chang han, c xung minh la Phat tu, réi
dén chiia xin mac ao su ¢ thanh su khéng va néu 6ng su dé lam chuyén tay troi,
ban nudc hai dan, nha chua cé chju trach nhiém khong?



134 minhvo

va du “My mudn 1a troi mudén”, nhu 6ng khang dinh, 6ng
Diém van phai thé trung thanh véi 6ng Bao bai é Cannes
dé dugc 6ng Bao bai b6 nham lam thu tuéng. Doc chuong
1ban doc da thdy ong Khué bia dat, khong ro véi dung y gi.

Tré1énlanhting16i ché. Trude khi néu lén moét vai tiéng
khen cua 6ng Khué déi véi ong Diém, ching t6i moi ban
doc nghe mot vai cau vira khen vira ché, hay khen day roi lai
ché d4y, day mau thuan:

“Ong H6 (Chi Minh ), 6ng Diém déu yéu nudc. Ong nao
cung co hoai bao vé ddt nudc. Phit nhan diéu nay la thiéu vo
tu”® tr.30. va: “Ong Diém, ong Ho, cd hai déu yéu nudc. Khong
ai choi cdi duoc.” Roi chi 6 hang sau ong Khué con nhdn manh
hon nita: “ONG DIEM YEU NUOC CACH TRON VEN, ldy
ddt nudc lam ciiu canh tuyét doi ciia ong. Tdt cd con ngudi omg,
ong danh tron cho ddt nudc. Ngon tut ong ding: “Toi tién, tién
theo toi. Toi liti hay giét toi. Toi chét, trd thii cho toi.”10 Nhung
chi 12 hang sau ong Khué lai viét: “Ma ONG DIEM THI
KHONG YEU DAN, chi bét dan phdiyéu ong.”

Nguoi doc tuhdi: Changlé 6ng Ho s Khué lién tudng téi
hai chtt Giang Son theo nghia den, nén cho rang “NUOC”
day chi 1a nuéc cta song Cuu Long, song Hong Ha, hay
nudc sudi trén suon nui Ngu, nui Ba Ben, tham chi nudc ho,
nudc ao, nudc cong, nudc muong? Yéu nudc ma khong yéu
dan cé thé nao la yéu nudc khong? Boc dén cudi trang 371
thi nguoi doc méi nga ngura ra, vi thdy qua thuc cu gia HO Si
Khué da qud 14m cdm m4t réi, noi trude quén sau. Ong viét
mot cach chéc nich: “Ong (Diém) quén mot diéu: nudc chinh
la dan.”

85dd Tr.30.
9&0g4d tr.31.
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Thualao tién b6i ho H6, dng Diém khong quén dau. Ong
HO (SiKhué, chu khong phai Chi Minh) quén day.

Cungnhu Bernard B. Fall,!! trong “The Two Vietnams”,
ong Ho Si Khué khen 6ng Diém tién doan su viéc nhu nha
tién tri. Trang 164 6ng viét: “ Ong Diém bao toi: Thanh ra
nguy co khong phdi la oc ly khai cua nguoi Nam Ky. Nguy co
la comg sdan. Phdp la vdan dé giai doan, cong sdn mdi thuc la
vdan dé tam huyét va dai han. Phdp thdng hay bai trong cudc
chién chong Viét Minh van phdi di dén cho cong nhan Viét Nam
Doc Lap. biéu quan trong la lam thé nao budc ho trao trd chi
quyéntrongtay chungta” (trongtay ong Diém). Lan khac éng
thém: “Cung ky Iy, néu Phdp khong thdng noi, ta cd thé dung
Nam Ky lam ci diém huy dong quan ching Luc Tinh dé tranh
thi vdi cong sdan. Gitr duoc Nam Ky la gitt duoc nudc.” Toi suy
nghi nhiéu vé diéu ong Diém ndi day va di dén két ludgn: Trong
tu tudng tham kin cia ong, nguoi Nam ky ly khai, nguoi Nam
Ky thong nhdt khong quan trong bang viéc nguoi Nam Ky cé
chiu chong cong vdi omg khong. Tinh than ly khai nguoi Nam
Ky c6 ché ong Diém dung duoc détranh thivéi ong Ho. Loi trén
cia ong Diém toi xem nhu mot LOI TIEN TRI. Sdu ndm sau
do hiép dinh Geneve da dua ong vao hoan canh Nam Bdc phdan
tranh mdi, diing nhu ong c6 vé da liéu sin.1>

Hai chuc trang sau 6ng Khu¢ lai khen 6ng Diém tién tri
lan nwra: Sau khi thuat lai trong gan mét trang sach khé 1én
nhting nhan dinh sau sac cua 6ng Diém vé tinh hinh chinh
tri nam 1947, tac gia da két luan: “Ong Diém qud da TIEN

TRI la Hoa Ky sé can thiép vao Viet Nam”.13

"sdd trang 442.
2 Trang 164.
Bsdd trang184.
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Cung nhu Stanley Karnow, Ho6 Si Khué khen 6ng Diém
can dam. Noi trang 264 ong viét: 14815

“Hanh dong khong tham du khang chién cta ong
(Diém) qua thuc CAN DAM, vé phuong dién tinh than.
Nguoi trong nudc khong may ai lam duoc nhu 6ng, ké ca
Huynh Thuc Khéng. Chon Iya nay ctia ong kha kinh. buong
16i 6ng quyét tam theo dudi co gia tri. That bai vé sau cua
ong khong 1am hoen 6 gid tri nay. Nehru An o va Sukarno
Nam Duong khong lam chi khdc 6ng. Vanho di trude co 1é
da mo duong cho 6ng chang.”

“pa chon lua nhu thé, éng khong thé dé phong trao
khang chién ca nudc 16i cudén ong vao, vi éng biét thé nao
ctungbi cong san loi dung dé thuc hién muu dé cua ho, muu
do ma ong cho la phi dan toc. Lich st tét sé ghi nhan dinh
nay ctia 6ngla dung.”

Trong khi phé binh va két téi ong Diém la “toan quyén,
gia dinh tri, ky thi, doc ton” 6 chuong nay, 6ng Khué, khong
ro vo tinh hay httu y da c6 nhting ghi nhan khach quan vé

14805 trang 264. Khong riéng gi 6ng Khué, 6ng Bao bai cling néi 6ng Diém la

nguaiyéu nudc. Va chinh éng H6 chiMinh cling phai nhan nhu vay. Nha bdo thién
coéng Karnow tuy noi dng Diém khong thé sanh véi ong H6 nhung ciing khong dam
phl nhan rang chinh éng H6 cling phai kinh trong long yéu nudc clia 6ng Diém
(Vietnam a history trang 229.) Chi c6 éng D& Mau c8 tinh nguy bién rang 6ng H6
khen la dé khich cho éng Diém cao hiing dudi My di, chit thuc bung 6ng H6 coi dng
Diém chilatay sai clia Phap va My (héi ky cua Hoang Linh & Mau trang 570). Ong
D6 Mau quén rang 6ng H6 noi diéu do véi phai doan nghi stNhat sau khi 6ng Diém
da bi lat d6 va bi giét roi. Va lai néu 6ng H6 khong khen thét long thi Karnow da
khéng noi ong takinh tronglong yéu nudc ctia dng Diém. S6 di 6ng D6 Mau khéng
dam nhan 6ng Diém langudi yéu nudc co 18 vi bng, la nguditich cuc nhat trong viéc
lat d6 6ng Diém (dung khd nhuc ké véi tudng Binh, ding muu meo vatudng sé voi
ong Ky...) khéng muén mang t6i ham hai nguai yéu nudc. Nhung ban tay 6ng da
dinh mau réi. Toaan lich strliéu co thabéng éng khong?
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tinh hinh mién Nam trong thoi 6ng Diém hét stc tét dep
nhu sau:

“Ban chuyén gidu nghéo, khong xd hoi nao thuc su cong
binh duoc han. Nhung xa hoi Saigon sau nam 1954 khong co ai
ban co nhu sau 1975. Miic song chung gitia cdc thanh phan déu
duogc nang cao. Song dé dang nén khao khdt duoc song an binh,
khong mdy ai ham mo cach mang vo san.”1©

Do la Saigon. Con dayla nong thon:1”

“Nong thon dang hoi thay d6i manh. Xua mién Nam c6
nguoi ngheo ting, tuy khong hé biét canh “ban c¢6 nong”
ctia mién Bac. Nay thi dan cay Nam B¢ khong con thiéu
thon qud dang, hao huc theo cudc séng co6 nhiéu thay déi.
Cay tay doi sang cay mdy, phan héa hoc thay phan tuoi,
song rach luu thong da co thuyén may, c6 ghe dudi tom,
nha cua bat dau c6 nhiing tién nghi téi thiéu, radio, ti lanh,
quat may, ti vidan da gia dinh nao cing c6 moét vai mon lam
vui. Cuéc séng hang ngay con nha nong khong con dau tat
mat t6i qud dang. Thanh nién miét vuon dung quen tay nén
biét ham chuéng may moéc. Nho giao thong tién loi hon
xua, nén ranh canh séng pho phuong, ma khong phai so
bi hon kém. Gido duc mé mang. Trudng 6¢ mé rong thém
nhiéu. Tré em miét vuon, truéc khong qua duoc bac tiéu
hoc, nay di vao trung hoc la chuyén binh thuong. Bao chi
sachvélan tran khap noi, mérdng tam hiéubiét phé thong.
Nguoilon, tré con déu thao tin tuc thé gidi va chuyén xayra
hang ngay trong nudc. Khong con mdy ai chim trong vong
ngu tointa”.

“Nong thon khong ban co. Thanh thi cung khong bao

(16) Trang 369
(17) Trang 270.
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gio con goi 1a vo san dugc. Doi séng tho thuyén Nam Bo,
noi chung cé nhiéu trién vong hon xua. Khac han 16p cu li
don dién dat do, hay khu bén tau Ba-son ngay trudc. Séng &
thanh thi ho co nhiéu diéu kién hon nong dan, dé tan trang
doi séng hang ngay, trau chuét y thuc, mé rong kién van.
Mot s6 cong chiic ngay xua, co khi la bac si hay thu y, chan
ché do phong kién, doi nguoi lanh minh lam dan lao dong,
anh huéng quanh quén trong cdc xém binh dan, khong
phai it. Tai x¢ tac xi nhung trua dén khong ké khdch, nam
géc chan xem bao. Dap xich 16 nhung méi chiéu ngdi nhau
nhet lai rai ban chuyén thoi cudc voi xom giéng. Nhung
canh séng nhu thé xoa sach moi dang cap thay tho trong
xa hoi, tao mot khong khi hoa dong vuon cao. Con em gia
dinh lao dong da bat dau vao dai hoc, lam gido su, bac si, ky
su, sanh vai cing ban bé dong luaxudt phét tirdt moi thanh
phanxahoi.”

“paylanhtung thanh tuuxa hoi cé thé dua 6ng Diém dén
thanh cong, néu 6ng khong lam “toan quyén” “Tinh hinh
bdy gio giai thich tam Iy hom nay ctia mot s6 nguoi “nudi
tiéc” nhat la cac ba:”

Ong Diém con tét hon 6ng H6 nhiéu.” “Thyc thé, dan
mién Nam thoi “Cong Hoa Nhan Vi”, 30 nam trudc c6 mot
cudc song vat chat day du hon thoi “xa hoi chu nghia éng
H6” 30 nam sau. bay du. Chua dung. Thua thai. Cho nén
sau 1975, nguoi mién Nam déi doi, ban dan nhung “thuia
thai ci ma an! Dén nay van chua hét.”

Ong Khué néi mot s6 nguoi nhat 1a cac ba gidu tinh cam
nuoi tiéc canh sung tuc va khong khi hoa dong vuon cao
trong ché do Cong Hoa Nhan Vi. Nhung 6ng khong cho
biét ly do thuc su tai sao, véi nhung thanh tuu nhu thé ma
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lai c6 mot s6 nguoi lén an 6ng Diém - trong d6 c6 6ng HO
si Khué - tim cach lat d6 ong ta, giét ong ta. Va nay, da 35
nam sau, van con két toi, chit khong nuéi tiéc nhu nhiing
nong dan chét phac va tho thuyén ngay thang, vanhatlacac
ba giau tinh cam kia. Phai ching vi cdc nha tri thic mién
Nam, nhu nhiing H6 St Khué, hay Bui Diém, Truong Nhu
Tang, Tran Bach bang lic &y da c6 qud nhiéu 4o vong hay
tham vong. Tham vong muén minh phai 1a téng thong, thu
tudng. Ao vong muon c6 moét nén dan chi nhu nude My
trong do bao chi duoc tu do phan chién dem nuéc My dén
that tran nhuc nha truéc doan quan di dép rau hay chan
dat ctia Van Tién Dung. Hodc 4o vong dugc doc lap thong
nhdat dudi ché d6 “X.H.C.N.” (ma c6 nguoi cham biém vdi
dcybaoddla4 chuviéttat ciia cum tit “Xép Hang Ca Ngay”
hay “Xao Hét Cho Noi” hay “Xuéng Hang Cho Ngua”, v.v.)
ctia 6ng HO. Nhung Truong Nhu Tang, Phung Van Cung,
Duong Quynh Hoa, Pham Xuan An, Nguyén Ho, Nguyén
Van Trén, v.v. 6 mién Nam va ngay ca nhtung Bui Tin, Duong
Thu Huong, Ha Si Phu, Hoang Minh Chinh, Vi Thu Hién,
v.v. § mién Bac nay co hoi tiéc khong hay van cho rang doc
lap thong nhdt theo xa hoi chu nghia van hon Cong Hoa
Nhan Vi? Colby da danh gid tri thurc Saigon ltuc &y mot céch
xung dang va thuc tién nhu da dugc trung dan & chuong 3.
Trong phan “10i ban chung” chung toi sé trd lai van dé nay
va thu gop y vé ly do tai sao 6ng Diém d6, dung ra tai sao
nguoi talat d6 ong Diém.

Ong H6 Si Khué con khen 6ng Diém céch gidn tiép khi
so sanh ong v6i 6ng H6 Chi Minh ma 6ng Khué cho rang
ca hai déu tuxungla cdch mang. Trang 433 6ng Khué viét:

“Ong Diém cting mét thoi duoc khoac 4o “Cach Mang
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Quoc Gia.” Hoat dong dé cai thién nhan sinh, tang tién xa
hoi, dung la cach mang. Nhung thay doi dé dua con nguoi
dén cho doi rach cung cuc dua xa hoi dén chd tan ra, thoai
hod thdy ro, nhu 6ng H6 da lam, ma van duoc xung tung la
moét nha Cdch Mang!”

bo 1a mot cach khen trong cai ché. Va sau day la mot
cach ché trong cai khen:

“Cdc dang phdi quéc gia hoan toan ket cung (vi trot
theo 6ng Ho6 khang chién.) Chi minh 6ng Diém don doc
thoat dugc. Gid tri cua cé téngthong Viet Nam Cong Hoa
la & day. Tiéc mot ndi ong khong nang gia tri 6ng lén cao
hon dugc.”

Colé vi ong HO Si Khué da cam phuc 6ng Diém ngay tu
khi con tdm bé, nén trong khi kich liét dd kich valén an 6ng
Diém 6ng da vo tinh hay hitu y ca tung 6ng Diém, c6 khi
truc tiép ngang nhién, c6 khi gian ti€p, véi dn y, qua céch
trinh bay nhting nhan xét, hanh dong, va thanh tich ma 6ng
Diém dat dugc trong 9 nam cam quyén. bé ching minh su
cam phuc cua 6ng Khué ngay tu khi con nho, t6i xin trich
mot doan van noi cudi trang 149 va dau trang 150 nhu sau:

“To6i nho luc 6ng Diém ti quan, toi c6 thua véi thay toi
1a hanh dong nay dé lam, d6i voi ngusi nhu 6ong. Ong dong
vong toc, quan chuc tot dinh roi, co tiép tuc 6 ngoi vi, danh
vong 6ng chang cao hon. Nhung tit quan sé lam cho danh
vong 6ng thém 16n. Nay nghi¢m lai, thang bé la téi noi diéu
nay lic ay, ro la da tam phuc 6ng Diém lam r6i.”

Phai chang long cam phuc khi con bé da an sau vao tam
kham ong Khué, cho nén khi vé gia 6ng mang hai tam trang
trai ngugc, mot trudc 1954, mot sau 1963, khién cho téc
phém ctia 6ng day day nhiing mau thuan, kho hiéu.
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Doc xong cuén “H6 Chi Minh, Ngoé Dinh Diém va Mat
Tran Giai Phong” toi c6 nhan xét nhu sau: tac gia cong
nhan 6ng Diém la ngudi cé chi, co tai, co tri hon nguoi, [vi
nhin thoi cudc rat xa va rat chinh xac nhu nha tién tri] co
nghilucvacolong yéu nudce sat son, vada thanh cong trong
viéc nang cao muc song nguoi dan. Mot nguoi nhu vay theo
1é thuong phai dugc da s6 nhan dan mén phuc. Nhung éng
Khué thay ong Diém bilat d6, vavikhongbiét ro nguyén do
tu dau, thu pham la ai, hay biét ma khong ddm noi ra, nén
da phai c6 guong gao, khong that long, gan cho 6ng Diém
nhung téi tay troi nhu bach hai Phat Gido, ddy dan mién
Nam vao bung theo cong sdn, mé duong cho Mt Tran Giai
Phong, dé réi sau cung d4y toan dan vao tay cong san. Ong
Khué noi vi ong khong hop tac véi chinh quyén Ngo bBinh
Diém, lai da “cat dut moilién hé hai bén tir cudi nam 1954”,
nén co thé ong khong biét dugc dich xac cong viéc ctia dng
Diem!8vado do co thé xét doan ong Diém khong that dung.
Toi thay d6 co thélamot ly do. Va con nhting ly do khéc ma
toi sé trinh bay ¢ phan nhan dinh chung cho tat ca nhung
tdc gia ¢ phia chong doi, da kich haylén an 6ng Diém.

'8 5dd Trang 153, dau chuong XX



Chuong13
Nguyen Cao Ky: Ong Diém la
ngudi dé bi lisa gat Ioi dung

guyén pho téng thong Viét Nam Cong Hoa (dé nhi)

Nguyén Cao Ky xudt than tt moét gia dinh theo dao
Phat, tot nghi¢p thiéu uy tru bi khéa I Nam Pinh, rdi tré
thanh phi cong tot nghiép truong hudn luyén phi cong cua
Phép tai Maraketch, Maroc. Ong d4 giti vai tro quan trong
trong cuoc dao chinh lat d6 téng thong Ngo Dinh Diém
nam 1963, khong phai vi 6ng 6 trong so6 tudng lanh chu
xuong. Nhung, theo 10i 6ng, néu khong cé ong thi cudc
ddo chinh c¢ thé da thét bai. Ong da tham gia vao phut
chot do dai ta D6 Mau khéo moc néi, (qua trung gian mot
ong thay tudng s6). Ong Ky néi tiéng nhit vé 16i tuyén b
6 lai tu thu chong cong vao cudi thang 4 nam 1975.

Khi lam Chu tich uy ban hanh phép trung uong nhiing
nam 1966-1967, v6i quyén hanh ctia mot thu tudng thoi
loan, 6ng da tuyén bé chinh pht ctia 6ngla chinh phu cua
nguoi ngheo, va cuong quyét bai trit tham nhtng véi moét
phép truong cat dung 1én & chg Bén Thanh va da xt ban
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gian thuong Ta Vinh. Ong dugc nhiéu ngusi nguong mo
la d& ddm thang tay d6i pho, va thanh cong ruc ré vdi cac

vuménh danh 12 Phat Gido xuéng duong ciia mot thiéu sé
nha su va Phat tu gay roi, lam 1oi cho cong san, do thuong
toa Thich Tri Quang lanh dao vao nam 1966 ma c6 tong
thong Ngo6 Dinh Diém, vi qud 6n hoa va bi nguoi My can
tro, da that bai trudc do 2 nam rudi, dua téi su sup do ctua
dé nhat Cong Hoa.

Cung nho ndm Khong Quan nén chi hai thang sau khi
giup 6ng Duong Van Minh lat 6ng Diém, 6ng Ky lai giup
tudng Nguyén Khanh 14t tuéng Minh mot cach dé dang.
Ong Ky con cuu tudéng Khénh trong hai cuéc dao chinh
hut do cdc tuéng Duong Van buc, Lam Van Phat va dai
td Pham Ngoc Thao cht muu, vu thi nhat xay ra ngay 13
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thang9ndm 1964 vavuthithaivao trungtuan thang 2 nam
1965. Ong Ky da biét 1¢i dung bo nhung phuc phi cong ctia
ong dé bay nhanh lén vé cap bac va chic quyén. Chi hon
mot nam sau cudc dao chinh 1963 6ng da tu thiéu ta bay
lén thiéu tudng, tu chi huy truéng mot can cu khong quan
lén tulénh Khong Quan.

Sau khi hai nha tri thuc va chinh khach16ilac cianhom
Caravelle 1a Phan Khac Sttu va Phan Huy Quat, moét 6 ghé
Quoc trudng, moét ¢ ghé thu tudng, huc hiac nhau va bat
luc trong viéc giai quyét nhung van dé tranh chép quyén
loi gitta phe Nam va phe Béc, nhat 1a khong thoat khoi ap
luc cua nhom Phat Gido Thich Tri Quang, dong tu chuc,
trao quyén lai cho hoi dong tuéng lanh sang sém ngay 13
thdng 6 nam 1965, 6ng Ky dugc culam thu tuéng véi danh
xung “chu tich uy ban hanh phdp trung uong.” Sau hai
nam thiéu tuéng Nguyén Cao Ky ra ing ct cung véi trung
tuong Nguyén Van Thiéu va dac ctt pho Téng Thong trong
mot cudc bau cu ma 6ng cho latrong sach, cong binh nhat
tai VN.

Cuoi thang 4 nam 1975, trudc suc tan cong cta cong
quan, bat chap nhtung quy dinh cta Hiép binh Paris, va
su phan boi, budng xu6i, ctia nguoi ban My, 6ng Ky khong
gitt duoc 101 hua 6 lai t thu, da cung voi hau hét cap lanh
dao dé nhi Cong Hoa tron chay ra nudc ngoai, lam bia cho
miéng nguoi mai mia. Ngay khi t6i My 6ng Ky bat dau viét
hoi ky va ndm sau (1976) cho ra doi tac phdm “Hai Muoi
Nam, Hai Muoi Ngay”!

! “Twenty years and twenty days”, Stein and day, New York, 1976.

Trong nhiing trang 32, 33 6ng Ky ndi r6 nhan xét cta
ong vé hai anh em 6ng Diém, Nhu, cho rang éng Nhu cé
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tai nhung khong dung tai d6 dé chong cong. Con ong
Diém thi t6t nhung dé bi lua va loi dung: “Ong Diém co ly
tuong ciia 6ng va tan tham tam ong tala nguoi ngay thang,
luong thién, nhung da tré thanh NGUOI DE BI LUA GAT,
bi loi dung boi ké khac.”?

“ Ong takhong biét minh bi van dung ra sao”3&4

%Sach dadan trang 32,nguyénvan: “Diém had hisideals,and was
at heartan honest man, but he became a dupe for others.”

3Xem [4]

4sddtr. 33, nguyén van: “He had no idea how he was being ma-
nipulated.”

Ong Tran Van Don trong cuén “Our endless war”,
trang 50 cung c6 nhan xét giong 6ng Ky 1a ¢6 téng thong
Diém dé bi nguoi khac lira gat. Xin xem chuong 6 cuia soan
phdm nay. Va 6ng Stanley Karnow khinéi vé dp chién lugc
cung cho rang 6ng Diém bi lltra ma khong hay biét. Xin
xem chuong 11.

Theo 6ng Ky thi nguoi loi dung va lua gat 6ng Diém
trudc tién la cdc anh em 6ng, nhat 1a 6ng Nhu va ba Nhu
ma ong Ky khong tiéc 16i da kich. Khac véi phan dong cac
nhabdo va st gia My, 6ng Ky khong két toi ong Diém laky
thihay dan ap Phat gido, tuy cé nhac lai cuéc khung hoang
Phat gido bat dau tiungay 1€ Phat ban 8 thang 5 nam 1963.
Vé cudc bo rap chua Xa Loi va moét s6 chua chién khac,
ong Ky d6 hét trach nhiém lén ddu 6ng Nhu. Ong Ky cho
rang chinh 6ng Di¢m muén nhugng b phe Phat gido Aan
Quang nhung 6ng Nhu ngan can, cho rang éng anh qua
mém yéu. Ong viét:

“Theo lénh ciia Nhu, thiéu td Pdng Sy, pho tinh truong
(Thita Thién) va la mot tin do Cong Gido, ha lénh xi dung



146 minhvo

dan that va luu dan that. Chin Phit ti chét. Cdc lanh tu Phit
gido bdo ho bi luc luong cua Sy giét, con Nhu thi bdo ho chét
vi luu dan cua cong san. Ong Diém nhan nhuong mot vai yéu
sdch ciia phe Phat Gido, ké cd viéc ho c6 quyén treo co Pht.
Nhung Nhu bdo ong anh la hén nhdt khi nhan nhuong nhu
vay”.>

> Xin xem chuong 6 soan pham nay, hodc trang 50 cudn “Our
endless war” ctia Tran Van Don.

(Sddtrang 35.Nguyénvan: “On Nhu’s order Major Dang Sy, dep-
uty chief of the province and a Catholic, ordered live ammunition
and grenades to be issued. Nine Buddhists died, killed by Sys forces
according to the Buddhist leaders, by Communist grenades accord-
ing to Nhu. a Diem acceded to certain Buddhist demands, including
their right to fly flags, but Nhu called him a coward for these conces-

sions.”

Sé di 6ng Ky khong lén dn 6ng Diém bach hai Phat Gido
nhu s6 dong ky gia va su gia My c¢ 1€ vi chinh 6ng cung da
phai do6i pho véi nhém Phat Gido qua khich cua thuong
toa Thich Tri Quang vao thang 3 nam 1966 khi 6ng cam
quyén tai mién Nam Viét Nam trong chuc vu tha tuéng
v6i danh xung “chu tich uy ban hanh phap trung uong.”
Trong chuong 8 ctia cuén “Hai muoi nam, hai muoi ngay”
ong Ky da ndi rat chi tiét va ly tha vé muu mo tiém quyén
cta TT. T.T. Quang va cach giai quyét manh bao, dit khoat
khong khoan nhugng cua chinh phu cua 6ng, mdc du, theo
ong viét, ong gap phai su chong doi cta vi lanh su My tai
ba Nang la nguoi ung h¢ TT. T.T. Quang, va tuéng Lewis
Walt, tulénh Thuy Quan Luc Chién My dong tai ba Nang.

Dudi day xin trich dich mot doan van: “T'T Quang muu
toan kiém sodt chinh quyén tit trong hqu truong da can tré no
luc chién tranh. Cdc Phdt tit da dong mot vai tro quan trong
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trong su sup do trudc tién la cua 6ng Diém, voi dén ong Khdnh

va ong Huong. Thich Tri Quang, nguoi cé doi mdt trung trimg

va ham rdng trang héu noi bat trén man dnh TV la nguoi ldo

luyén trong nghé thudt qudy roi. Ong ta muong tuong minh la

mot Gandhi thit hai, nhung thuc ra chi chuyén mon van dong

ngdm, do dong luc chinh tri chi phéi. Ong ta nghi, bdi vi t6i

xudt than tie mot gia dinh Phdt ti va da dd kich ong Nhu vi

ong nay xiu té voi cdc Phdt ti, nén toi sé la ndm bot trong tay

ctia ong ta. Nhung chdng ai thao ting, dnh hudng duoc toi.
Cong viéc clia toi la cd thdng tran gidc nay.”

®sdd Tr. 87. Nguyén van: “l realized the time had come to have

a showdown with the Buddhists, particularly their leader, Thich Tri

Quang, whose attempt to control power from behind the scenes

was hampering the war effort. “The Buddhists had played a signifi-

cant role in the downfall first of Diem, then of Khanh and Huong. Tri

Quang, whose staring eyes and shining white teeth made suchanim-

pactonthe TV screen,wasanold campaignerintheart of stirringup

trouble. He imagined himself to be a second Gandhi but in fact was

nothing more than a politically motivated intriguer who thought

that because | was only thirty-five, and not a professional politician,

he would find it easy to manipulate me. He may also have believed

that because | came from a Buddhist family, and had attacked Nhu

for his viciousness toward the Buddhist, | would be puty in his hands.

However | was not to be manipulated by anyone. My jobwas to try to

win the war” FriQuang went to-see Henry Cabot todge, the Ame

At o st y rbacke
Trang 88 hoi ky cta 6ng, 6ng Ky da khang dinh rang
trong hang ngt sinh vién ma TT.TT Quang da khéo 1éo 1gi
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dung cho muc tiéu chinh tri da cé suxam nhap ctuacanbo
cong san dé khuyén khich gay roi.

Vé y d6 cua TT. T.T. Quang nham kiém soat chinh
quyén tu trong hau truong, tuéng khong quan Nguyén
cao Ky datiét1o mot chi tiétly tha va day tinh thuyét phuc
nhu sau:

“Thich Tri Quang tudng Cabot Lodge con gitt cdm tinh vdi
minh nhu cudi ndm 1963 nén cé lan ong ta dén ngo y muon
lat toi, thi bi Cabot Lodge hoi: ‘Nhung gid nhu thuong toa ldt
duoc tudng Ky roi thuong toa sé ddt ai lam thu tudng thay ong
ta?” Tri Quang ngoi im mot lic, suy nghi lung ldm. R6i dua ra
mot 10i nhan xét khién ong Lodge bang hoang: ‘Ching toi sé
sdn sang ddt ong ta ngéi lai ghé thi tuong’.””

7 “Tri Quang went to see Henry Cabot Lodge, the American
ambassador, and told him he was determined to overthrow me. As
Lodge recounted the incident to me, he asked Tri Quang, ‘But just
suppose you do overthrow Marshal Ky. Who would you choose to
replace him as prime minister?’ Tri Quang sat quietly for a moment,

thinking hard. Then he made an astounding observation to Lodge,
‘We will be willing to put Marshal Ky back’.”

Ong Ky da viét nhting hang trén khi 6ng Cabot Lodge
con séng va viét bang tiéng My. Nhu vay chac 6ng khong
dam néi sai. Ching ta thu doi chiéu 161 6ng Ky véi nhiing
gi 6ng Hoanh Linh D6 M4u da viét trong “Viét Nam Mau
Lira Qué Huong t6i” (trang 730) vé Thuong toa Thich Tri
Quang: “Riéng d6i voéi Thuong toa Tri Quang thi du chién
tranh hay hoa binh, trudc hét mién Nam Viét Nam phai
duoc lanh dao bdi nhiing nha lanh dao do dan lya chon
trong tu do va dan chu. Quan niém cua 6ng la chinh phu
phai do nhan dan hoan toan tu do bau lén trong mot thé
ché hoan toan dan chu.” ba ro nhung 16i nay khong phai
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ctia Thuong toa Thich Tri Quang, ma la cua riéng 6ng b6
Mau bia ra dé bénh vuc cho thugng toa ma thoi. Theo 6ng
Ky va ong Cabot Lodge thi ro rang: doi véi thugng toa T.T.
Quang chinh phu Nam Vi¢t Nam phai do T.T. Quang dat
lén, chi dung cé ndi do dan bau lén.

Nguoi doc tu hoi tai sao 6ng D6 Mau lai bao hoang hon
vua dén thé? Boi vi néu co ai chung minh duoc rang thuong
toa co tham vong chinh tri, cé muu d6 chinh tri, muén thao
tung chinh quyén, thi viéc thuong toa chong 6ng Diém
khong phai vi 6ng Diém ky thi ton gido, ma chi vi thuong
toa muon lat téng thong Diém, dé danh quyén lanh dao
mién Nam qua nhung ngudi do thuong toa dat lén.

Thuong toa da hy vong sai khién dugc cac 6ng Duong
Van Minh, Tran Van Huong, Nguyén Khanh. Nhung cudi
cung chang di dén dau, c6 1é viy d6 tham kin cua thuong
toa khong qua mat duge moi nguoi. Khong ro dai td bo
M4u khi dung nguoi thay tuéng nao do dé du do thiéu td
Nguyén Cao Ky tham gia ddo chinh c6 nghi 6ng Ky sé cung
lap truong véi ong dé hét minh ung ho thuong toa T.T.
Quang trong moi truong hgp khong?

Veé thuong toa T.T. Quang moét cau hoi to tuéng duoc
dat ra: Sau ngay cong san thon tinh mién Nam, thuong
toa thdy ho do6i v6i Phat Gido c6 tot hon 6ng Diém khong?
Néu khong, tai sao thuong toa khong cé 16i néi hay hanh
dong nao phan déi?®.

8Ong Dennis J. Duncanson, ngudi da cung Sir Robert Thompson
hoat dong ch6ng cong san dac luc tai Ma Lai, réi sau lai phuc vy trong
phai doan cé van Anh canh chinh phu Viét Nam Cong Hoa (dé I va dé
Il) daviét vé thugngtoa Thich Tri Quang va thai d6 cia éng Ngé Dinh
Nhu d6i véi thugng toa nhu sau trong tac phdm “Government and
Revolution in Viétnam” (Oxford University Press, 1968):



150 minhvo

“Ong Ngé Binh Nhu da tung cho ring thugng toa Thich Tri
Quang da cé tinh bay dat ra cudc khung hoang Phat Gido dé gitup
Viét Cong. Luc dy cac nha quan sat Tay phuong néi chung thich nhin
théy trong cac hanh déng clia nha su nay chicé mét sustung dao ma
thoi. Nhung vi thé néi bat clia nha su trong nhiing vu xao trén con
nghiém trong hon vao nam 1964, sau khi cac yéu sach cua Phat tu
vé van dé ton gido da dugc thoa man, da khién nhiéu ngudi ngoai
quéc cudi cung quay lai déng y véi 6ng Nhu. Vi vay vao thang 10
nam 1964 Tri Quang da tuyén b trén tap san “Lap Trudng” mdi ra
cliadngrang Cong Sanvao Mién Nam thi Phat Gido cdo chungciing
nhu daxay ra & mién Bac. Nhung nha su da khong néi trong truong
hop cudi cling diéu do xay ra thi phan tng clia 6ng sé ra sao.” Bén
30 thang 4 nam 1975 thi moi ngudi da biét ro phan ting clia nha su:
Im lang va bat dong.

Chi doc 15i tuyén b6 cua thuong toa TT. Quang trén to Ldp
Truong ma Duncanson vira ndi dén 6 trén, cling nhu 16i thuong toa
traloi cudc phong van clia nha bdo Everett G. Martin dang trén tuan
san “Tuan Tin Tuc” (Newsweek) s6 25 thang 4 nam 1966, thi ta sé
thdy nhiing nguoi nhu trung tusng Tran Van Bon hay thiéu tuéng
D& Mau nai duang khi ho bao chira cho thugng toa TT. Quang, bao
ong ta khong phai cong san hay than codng. Nhung xét ngudi, nhat
la mét ngudi cé tham vong chinh tri, phai xét ca viéc lam chi khong
chiloi néi ma thoi. Trong cudc phdng van nditrén TT. TT. Quang da
noi: “Néu thuong thuyét c6 thé dem lai hoa binh & Viét Nam, thi hoa
binh dé phailathanh qua ctiasu danh bai cong san cho nhan dan Viét
Nam. Sé khong hop ly néu hoa binh la két qua clia su thuong thuyét
colgichocongsan.”

Ngoai moét vai 1oi chi trich nhe nhang néu trén, xem ra
ong Ky khong quén dugc nhiing cdm nghi tét vé éng Diém
trong nhting nam dau khi 6ng Diém mdi vé nudc. bau
chuong 4, trang 31 d6ng viét:

“Cam nghi cua to6i vé 6ng Diém luc 4y nhiéu nguoi biét.
Trong nam 1954 t6i da cung véi hang ngan nguoi nong
nhiét hy vong rang con nguoi m¢ dao nay sé chung to la
vi cuu tinh cua dat nudc. Cung nhu moi nguoi trong gia



ngd dinh diém:|Gikhentiéngché 151

dinh t0i, toi da giup cho cudc bo phiéu dua 6ng Diém lén
cam quyeén. To6i con nhé su than phuc la lung ma nguoi
ta danh cho 6ng Diém trong nhiing ngay theo sau cuéc
bau ctt 6ng, ddc biét la  My. Khi 6ng toi tham thu do Hoa
Thinh D6n vao nam 1957, dé doc thong di¢p trudc luong
vién Quoc Hoi My, ong da di may bay cta téng thong va
chinh téng théng Eisenhower da co mat tai phi truong
dé nghénh dén 6ng. Khi 6ng vé nudc, chung toi doc tuan
san “Song,” moé ta 6ng nhu mot “con nguoi than ky, cuong
nghi”. Thi truéng Nttu Udc, 6ng Robert Wagner da mo ta
6ng nhu “mot nguoi ma lich st sé ¢ thé liét vao hang vi
nhan cta thé ky hai muoi”. Va mai téi ndm 1961, phoé téng
thong Johnson, khi tham Saigon, con goi 6ng la Winston
Churchill caa A chau.”®

?sdd trang 31. Nguyén van: “My feelings about Diem were well
known. In the 1954 election | shared with many thousands the fer-
vent hope that this devoutly religious man would prove to be the
savior of our country. Like all my family, | helped to vote Diem into
power. “I remember the awe with which Diem was regarded in the
days after his election, particularly in the United States. When he
visited Washingtonin 1957, to address the joint session of Congress,
he traveled in the presidential plane and Eisenhower was at the air-
port to meet him. Back home we read the Life Magazine profile of a
‘tough miracle man. Mayor Robert Wagner of New York described
himas ‘aman history may judge as one of the great figures of twenti-
eth century’. And even as late as 1961, vice president Johnson, when
visiting Saigon, called him ‘“The Winston Churchill of Asia’



Chuong 14
Déi v6i ngan trang sach cua éng
phaila ngan Gi nguyén rua ong
Diém. Loi 6ng Diém theo 6ng Do
Mau tre toan tinh Quang Binh
khong  ghi hét. T6i cua 6ng Diém,
ong Do Mau cho rang, nuéc séng
Huong rida khéng sach...

hiéu tuéng Hoanh Linh D6 Mau la nguoi co s6 “Sinh vi

quan, tuvi than,” nhu chinh 6ng, véi tu cach mot nguoi
ham mo va nghién ctu tu vi, d bdm dén cho éng. Ong
cung tu cho minh la nguoi da cong tac voi Viét Minh roi
lai chéng Viét Minh, da la doi kh6 xanh ctia Phap roi quay
lai chéng Phap, da tiing ton Ngo6 Dinh Diém nhu lanh tu
réi hang say 1at 6ng Diém va cho dén nay van khong ngét
thoa ma 6ng Diém hon bat cu ai khac..

Cothéthémlaongcungdalauyvién chinhtricta “Hoi
bong Quan Nhan Cach Mang” do tuéng Duong Van Minh
lam chu tich, r6i quay ra chi trich hoi dong nay. Va khi
tudng Nguyén Khanh lam “chinh 1y”, 1én lam thu tudng,
ong lai gitt chuc pho thu tudng dédc trach van hoa xa hoi,
dé rdi sau do cung chi trich nang né chinh phu Nguyén
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Khanh. Ong dakét giao véi tudng Ky trong cudc ddo chinh
lat 6ng Diém, nhung r6i sau do, ong lai chui béi ong Ky
khong tiéc 16i.

Tu ngay sang My ong khong ngot da kich Can Lao. Thi
ra chinh 6ng lai 1a Can Lao goc hang nhét. Ong viét rang
chinh 6ng Nhu da muén 6ng dung dau “quan uy” Can
Lao! ma ong khong nhan, chi nhan chuc Gy vién trung

T “Quan ty” ma 6ng D& Mau dung day, theo chd soan gia dugc biét qua
nhing ngudi than can véi trung ta Nguyén Van Chau, la do 6ng D6 Mau néi theo
tu clia cong san. Chir dang Can Lao Nhan vi ctia éng Nhu khéng cé tir d6. Ong
Chau cé mot thai gid vai tro “Trudng ban V (nam)”, ma 6ng D6 Mau néi la “Chu
tich Quan Uy” ngu y la dang Can Lao ciing giéng nhu dang céng san. Thuc té
hoan toan khac. Bang cong san, véi danh xung “bang Lao Bong” mién Béc Iuc
dy, la dang lanh dao. Lanh dao chinh phu, lanh dao nha nudc, 1anh dao nhan dan.
Thanhvién chinh pht la dangvién. Dan biéu quéc hoila dangvién. Cha tich quan
Uy trung uong la Gy vién bo chinh tri ctia dang. Quan uy trung uong la moét bo
phan chinh thic dau nao ctia quan doi, ma chu tich c6 luc la téng tu lénh quéan
doi.

Trai lai dang Can Lao clia 6ng Ng6 Binh Nhu khong hé cé mét dia vi va tam
quantrongnhuthétrong chinh phu ctiaténgthéng Ngé Dinh Diém. Bang ching
la hau hét bo truéng khdng phai dang vién Can Lao. Chinh 6ng Ngé dinh Nhu la
téng bi thu cling khong gitt chic vu gi chinh thic trong chinh phd, tri truong
hop sau nay véi su ra doi clia quéc sach Ap Chién Luac, dng duoc clr git chiic vy
phéi hop cac bo, mét thirchi tich ty ban lién bo vé quéc sach Ap Chién Lugc.

V& phia quan déi trung td Chau chila gidm d6c mét nha trong s6 nhiéu nha
va trén nha con cé cac téng nha thudc bé Quéc Phong. Viéc 6ng Nhu, véi tu
céch lanh dao dang, chon, hay t6 chuc bau (?) éng Chau, hay éng B6 Mau, nhu
chinh éng nay viét trong hoiky clia 6ng, khong phai dé lanh dao quan déinhu Vo
nguyén Gidp clia dang cong san. Ong Chau thyc ra, ngoai chuic vu chinh thic la
giam déc mét nha dudi quyén bé truéng quéc phong, chi cé mot nhiém vu rat
khiém tén va han ché déi véi riéng dng Nhu ma théi. Véi chuic trudng ban V, 6ng
Chau khéng co chut quyén hanh givéi cac cdp chihuy trong quan déi, ngoai mét
sO sTquan truc tiép dusi quyén 6ng thudc nha Chién Tranh Tam Ly.

Nhu vay dung tir “quan Uy” dé goi thay cho danh xung chinh thiic ctiand la
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uong “quan uy.” Hinh nhu thiéu tuéng D6 Mau bi am anh
bdi cdi goc Can Lao ctia minh, cung gan giéng Hitler ngay
xua bi am anh béi ngudén goéc Do Thai ctia déng ta. Do do6
giong nhu Hitler nhin dau ctng thdy Do Thai va tim diét
cho bang dugc, 6ng D6 Mau nhin dau cting thiy Can Lao.
Cu hé ai 1én tiéng bénh vuc hay khen éng Diém 1a bi 6ng
D6 Mau chup cho mu “Can Lao” to tuéng. Déi chod 6ng
thém Can Lao Cong Gido, c6 1é dé duoc tutach minh raxa
mot chut chdng.

Khong r6 hai nit vdn si va ky gid Ellen Hammer va
Marguerite Higgins c6 dugc ong liét vao dang Can Lao
khong ma cting bi 6ng béu riéu dén budn cuoi. Hay vi 6ng
dai ta gidm do6c an ninh quan doi héi nao thuong duoc
téng thong Ngo binh Diém goi vao dinh khong phai vi
cong vuma dé tam sy, luc dém da vé khuya, nhu chinh 6ng
khoe, ghen voi hai nguoi dan ba ngoai quéc rat kinh trong
va chac chan cing mén yéu vi téng thong doc than? Néu
chuyén nay dén tai nha vin My Gay Talese c6 thé tuéng D6
Mau sé duoc dem ra so sanh véi Rudolf Hess cua Hitler.

Cuon héi ky cua 6ng, khong biét co phai do chinh éng
viét khong, mang tua dé rat kéu “Viét Nam mdu lua que
huong t6i”, xuat ban nam 1986, tdi ban nam 1987 va tdi
ban lan nua vao nam 1993, nhung da duoc in di in lai téi
chin, muoi 14n, theo nha xu4t ban Van Nghé cho biét?.
Cuon sach day trén ngan trang nay chua dung nhiéu su

hoan toan sai, khién gay ngd nhan vo cling tai hai. Néu thoi d6 cé mét vai 6ng
tudng, ta né so 6ng Chau hay bo dé dngta, lavi ho hy vong duoc dng nay bao céo
tétvéi dong Nhu hay 6ng Diém. Chirvé mét phép ly vatd chic ho khéng cé bat cu
ly do gi phai khim nim, s sét trudc 6ng Chau, cling nhu sau nay ngudi ké vi 6ng
ta, khiongtadabihatangcongtdc, vitdngthong Diém hay biét duoclaco nhing
vitudng bo d& éng ta, lam hai uy danh quan déi.
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liéu quan trong va dugc trinh bay mot céch chi tiét véi su
viéc cuthéhép dan, khién doc gia, néu doc nhanh nhu doc
tiéu thuyét thi thay rat hay. Nhung néu doc ky tung trang,
déi chiéu doan trén voi doan dudi va kiém chung lai véi
cac tai liéu khac thi thay no chua day day nhiing sai lam,
mau thuan. Vi cuén sach ngan trang la ngan 16i nguyén
rtia. Nhung sai 1am, mau thuan lai qua nhiéu, néu trung
dan moét cach tém lugce ra day thi ciing phai can dén hang
tradm trang. Vivay toi chi xin néi tom tat rang:

D6i voi dng D6 Mau thi ca nha 6ng Diém déu dic toi
v6i dan véi nude. Chinh 6ng Diém cung la con nguoi xau
xa, ti cai tuong di, cap mat nhin cho dén tinh gian dam
lén lut, ¢6 con riéng, dén su vo on boi nghia véi nhiung
doéng chi ct ctia minh, c6 1é ca voi 6ng o Mau nita, cho
dén hanh dong than Phap, than Nhut, lam tay sai cho My,
phan béi quyén loi dan toc, va sau cung rap tam ban diung
mién Nam cho cong san. Cai toi nang nhat cua 6ng Diém,
doi voi ong b6 Mau 1a toi ky thi, dan dp va bach hai Phat
Gido. Chinh cha 6ng Diém la Ng6 Dinh Kha, ma 6ng b6
Mau da thuong cung véi 6ng Ngo binh Cén, dén viéng
mo vao nhung ngay tét trude khi 6ng Diém cam quyén,
(“trong khi 6ng Diém, 6ng Nhu & Saigon khong thém veé
gi6 b6” nhu 6ng viét), cung bi 6ng D6 Mau goi la tay sai
cao céap cua thuc dan Phép3. Chua ké dén nhung toi cua
cdac anh em 6ng Diém con nang hon ntta. Pung la khong
but nao ta xiét, “khong nudc song nao ria sach.”

2 Mot nha tho sang My dinh cu ndm 1997, éng Thai Thuy, cho biét & Saigon
6ng da duoc doc tac phdm nay do nhaxudt ban “Cong An Nhan Dan” phat hanh
v3i mot sé thay d6i nho cho hop véi luan diéu cua dang hon.

3 Nguoi dan Hué it ¢6 ai lai khéng biét cau phong dao “Day vua khong Kha,
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Vi vay xin ban doc tu tim doc thiang cudén sédch ngan
trang nay dé tién bé xét dodn truc tiép. Nhung doi véi
ban tré, toi dé nghila hay doc cham cham véi suy nghi can
trong, dung dé biloi van 16i kéo.

Toi cting khong co vy gop 161 ban 6 day vi cting da co
nhiéu sach phé binh tac phdm nay roi. Mot vai trang & day
khong noi duoc héty. Néu to mo muon biét ban doc co thé
tim doc cuén “Viét Nam chinh st” ctiia 6ng Nguyén Van
Chuc dé so sanh d6i chiéu voi nhiing gi 6ng D6 Mau viét
trong hoi ky ngan trang cua 6ng. Va cung dung quén ong
Nguyén Van Chuc chi chu trong dén mot s6 diém quan
trong doi voi ong dy thoi.

Ngoai viéc ké t6i nha Ngo va chi trich nhung nguoi ma
6ng gan cho cdi téi Can Lao, 6ng D6 Mau da néi vé thanh
tich va cong trang cting nhu tai cdn cua minh hoi nhiéu.
Ong lai ché tat ca nhting nguoi lanh dao Viét Nam ti 1945
cho dén 1975, tt H6 Chi Minh, Bao Dai, Ng6 binh Diém,
Duong Van Minh, Phan Khac Stu, Tran Van Huong, Phan
Huy Quat, Nguyén Khanh, Nguyén Cao Ky, Nguyén Van
Thiéu. biéu d¢ khién nguoi doc phai nghi chi c6 éng Bo6
Mau dang lam Vua (sinh vi Quan), hay téng thong, hay

Dao ma khéng Bai” dugc truyén tung vao tién ban thé ky 20 ndi vé su can dam
cua hai vi dai than ctia Nha Nguyén, Ngé Dinh Kha va Nguyén Hiu Bai, da dam
chéng lai quyét dinh clia thuc dan Phap day vua Thanh Thai va dao lang vua Tu
Duc dé dy chau bau. Nha van cong san Vi Thu Hién trong “héi ky chinh tri clia
mot ngudi khong lam chinh tri” nhan dé Bém Gidra Ban Ngay cé thudt laiviéc 6ng
H6 Chi Minh da nhdc lai cau phong dao noi trén nhu la céi c6 dé ha lénh phong
thich 6ng Ngé Binh Diém. Vitheo dng H6 ngudi dan Hué cé long kinh trong cha
6ng Diém dén thé thi ciing nén vi ngudi cha ma tha ngudi con. Xin xem sach da
dan (nha xudt ban Paris, 1988) trang 226-227, c6 trich ding trong phan phu luc
soan pham nay.
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quoc trudng, hay chu tich, hay téng bi thu, nhu cac ong
Tran buc Luong, Lé Kha Phiéu, hay it nhat cung thu tuéng
nhu Phan Van Khai méi xung dédng va chi c6 thé méi lam
cho nudc giau dan manh dugc.

Nhung 6ng ctung da chang tung lam pho thu tuéng va
uy vién chinh tri trong hoi dong quan nhan cach mang,
cung c6 anh hudng 16n nhat trong héi dong vi nam toan
b6 céc van dé chinh tri d6 hay sao? Nguoi doc tu hoéi: Voi
“tai tr{” ctia 6ng va “hau thuan” cua ca khoi Phat Gido
chiém t6i 80% dan s6 Viét Nam, nhu phe 6ng thuong noi
(chua ké ong Hilsman é bo Ngoai Giao My thoi 4y, chac
cling cung phe vdi 6ng, con ndi trén 90%), dung sau lung
anh hung TT. T.T. Quang, tai sao 6ng khong cung vdi vi
thuong toa day quyén uy va thé luc d6 loi dung tinh hinh
sau dao chinh ndm luéon chinh quyén, lam quéc truong,
chu tich luon? Cdi s6 dala “sinh vi quan” co ma?

Khiviét hoiky ong o Mau daloi dung 100 nguoi, trong
s6 d6 cung c6 nhung ngudi co tén tudi, tit cac 6ng Vo Van
Ai, Tang Xuan An (van A) dén cdc 6ng Van Xua, Phan Xung,
Huynh Minh Y (vAn Y) ra lam chung cho nhiing diéu 6ng
noi xau vé 6ng Diém. Ong trich ca thu riéng cuia mot s6 vi
nhu cdc 6ng Lé T4, Lé Van Thai (tuc Thai trang), Hoang
bong Tiéu, Ton That Tué, Vo Nhu Nguyén, Huynh Minh
Y gui cho 6ng hay ban 6ng. Duong nhu 6ng chang nhiing
muon ching minh rang hang tram nguoi cing dong y véi
6ng, ma con mudn 16i nhung vi nay dung han vao phe 6ng,
dut khodt phai ung ho 6ng, du cé nhiéu vi trong s6 do chac
chan lakhong muén, nhung “miéng da mac quai.” Nhing
ai khong dam lén tiéng phan doi hay cai chinh, hoac da
chét khong con co hoi cai chinh nita, thi duoc 6ng coi la



158 minhvo

dong minh réi. Va éng con co6 thé dua vao con s6 dong
do¢ dé 16i kéo thém nhiéu nguoi khédc. bay la mot tiéu xao
chinh tri, khonglay gi lam t6t dep.

Néu ban doc c6 co hoi thu héi riéng mot vai vi trong
s6 d6 nhu 6ng Lé Van Thai 6 San Diego hay 6ng Vo Nhu
Nguyén ¢ Pau (Phdp) chdnghan xem cac 6ng dy coldylam
héan hanh khi théy thu riéng ctia minh duoc 6ng b6 Mau
loi dung vao viéc gay uy tin riéng cho 6ng ta khong. Tru
phi cdc 6ng &y muon cé moét chuc tédng bo trudng hay tong
gidm d6c trong cai chinh phu tuong lai nao do cua 6ng bo6
M4u, thiét tuéng chang ai thich thu riéng cua minh duoc
danglén sach bdo. Dau sao néu c6 dip ban doc thir doc hét
cac buc thu hay tai liéu ctia mot tram vi d6 xem ho viét gi,
va nhting 1oi thu hay tai liéu d6 ching minh cho lap luan
cua 6ng b6 Mau dén muc do nao.

bé két thuc chuong nay toéi cam thay bat dac di phai
dat cau héi vé tinh liém si, khong phai d6i voi thiéu tuéng
b6 Mau ma ddi voi mot nha tiéu tri thuc, mot nha vin 1a
ong Doan Thém. Ong nay dugc 6ng D6 Mau nhic dén va
trung dan trong hoi ky cua éng dén 15 lan, co 1é chi thua
Karnow, Sheehan va Halberstam la nhting tdc gia thién
cong hay thién ta coi toan bo phe qudc gia chang ra gi so
v6i phe cong san, la nhing téc gia duoc trung dan nhiéu
nhat trong “VNMLQHT.”

ba lam dén chuc dong ly van phong cua 6ng Diém,
ong boan Thém dugc coi nhu nguoi trong bo tham muu
cao cdp nhat cua 6ng Diém. (Vé mat hanh chanh, nhing
nguoi gitt cdc chuc déng ly van phong, chanh van Phong,
nhu 6ng Vo Van Hai, hay chtc bi thu, cong can uy vién
thuong 1a nhiitng nguoi thuéc é-kip ctia ngusi dung dau
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co quan nhu b¢, phu va khi nguoi ding dau roi nhiém
so thi duong nhién doan tuy tung nay cting ra di, tru phi
nguoi ké vi muodn git lai véi su dong y ctia duong su.)
Néu thdy 6ng Diém lam sai sao 6ng boan Thém khong
can ngan. Néu thdy ong Diém c6 chdp khong can ngan
dugc va con xau xa, nhu 6ng viét, thi tai sao 6ng khong
ti chuc trudc, hay it nhét cung tu chic vao luc nguy kich
cudi cung ctia 6ng Diém, giéng nhu 6ng Vu Van Mau
changhan, dé vot vat chit danh du, malai cingdily 6 do
huéng bong16c. Roi sau khi 6ng Diém chét mailén tiéng
ché baivalén dn 6ng Diém?

Pé Mau. Hinh: T.L.



Chuong15
Ducng Van Minh: Diém dugc kinh
trong qua trong dam nguci don
so chat phac deé bi lua, dac biét la
ngugci Céng giao va dandi cu

6ng thoéng mot

ngay” Duong Van
Minh, thuong duoc goi
la “Minh Xun”, “Minh
C&” hay “Big Minh”[++]
la mot trong nhung
tuong Viet Nam duoc
- téng théng Ngo6 binh
/' Diém phong 1én hang
tudng lanh cta dé nhat
Cong Hoa som nhat.
Nhung von tinh le phe

~ ham choi tennis va lan
Hinh: TL. canh, nén khong duoc
trao nhung chuc vu doi hoi su nang né xo6ng xao va chu
tam suy nghi nhu téng tham muu trudng, tu 1énh quan
doan, v.v. ma 6ng mo udc. Vi vay 6ng la moét trong nhiing
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nguoi bat man voi ché d6 Ngo Pinh Diém. Ong ciing cho
rang 6ng Diém quén on 6ng ung ho trong nhing ngay
hiang say chéng phién loan Binh Xuyén hoi 1955, nén éng
cang bat man hon.

Nguoi My da cau két véi tudng Tran Van bon (qua dai
st Cabot Lodge va CIA Lou Conein) chon 6ng Minh cam
dau cac tuong lanh ddo chinh 14t téng thong Diém ngay
1 thang 11 nam 1963. Nhiéu nguoi, trong s6 do6 co trung
tuéng Tran Van Pon, khang dinh rang chinh 6ng Duong
Van Minh da ra lénh giét ong Diem!. Ong P6 Mau ciing
xac quyét nhu vay trong hoi Ky ctia ong?.

TXin xem lai chuong 6, Tran Van Bon.

2 «viét Nam Mau Lira Qué Huong Téi” Hoanh Linh D6 Mau, NXB.
Van Nghé, 1993, trang 476.

Ong Colby trong héi ky Honorable men (céc trang 214

(++) Nhabdo Bang Van Nham con thém “Minh Ngu”. “Minh By”
(Dién Pan Phu N s8 154, trang 53.) Va nha bao Truong tl Phong
goi “Minh Kha”, hay “Qudéc trudng phu du”, “Téng théng 48 gis”
(“Cai chét ctia Nam Viét Nam”, N.X.B. Xuan Thu, Los Alamitos, 1988,
chuong 9, trang 356.) Cling c6 ngudi goi la “téng théng mét ngay”
hay 24 gio. Néu noi chinh xac thila 42 gio. Vituy theo chuongtrinh thi
tudng Duong Van Minh doc dién van nham chc Itc 9 gis sang ngay
28,nhungthuc té mai dén 5 gio 30 dng msi doc do cé kho khan trong
viéc chon thanhvién chinh phu. Va dén trua ngay 30 6ng da tuyén bé
dauhang. Nhuvay goilaténg th6ng mét ngay hay hai ngay déu co thé
dung. Vé phiaMy 6ng Duong Van Minh thudng dugc goi la “BigMinh.”
Nhung 6ng dai st Nolting va tuéng Harkins con cho éng Minh thém
mot hdn danh nitala “General Belly-ache” (“Tudng dau bung”, From
Trust to tragedy, trang 132)

[++] Ong Lé Tung Minh & Massachusetts con viét trong cung t&
bdo, cling s6 154 (trang 10) rang H6 Chi Minh htra: “Néu cach mang
giai phong mién Nam thanh cong sé danh cho Duong Van Minh chiic
phé chutich nudc.”
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va 215) viét rang 6ng Duong Van Minh da tung dé nghi
giét hai 6ng Nhu va Can, nhung bi 6ng giam doc CIA luc
bdy gio la McCone gat di. Ong Colby ciing néi da tu lau
6ng nghi 6ng Minh muon giét 6ng Diém va su nghingo do
da thuc suxay ra trong ngay dao chinh.

Viéc dau tién 6ng lam sau khi ha 6ng Diém 1a huy bé
chinh séch “Ap Chién Lugc”, vi cho ring né lam méit long
dan. Hau qua cua viéc nay la mit ludn ca dan lan dat vao
tay cong quan, khién chién tranh lan réng va tinh hinh
mién Nam tré nén réi boi, Hoa Ky phai dem quan 6 at vao
moi git dugc mién Nam. Chinh phu cta 6ng chi ton tai
duoc 90 ngay vi bi tuéng Nguyén Khéanh 14t voi danh nghia
mot cudc chinh ly vao ngay 30 thang 1 nam 1964. Nhung
ong lai dugc tuéng Khanh moi git hu vi quoc truéng cho
dén ngay 26 thang 10 mdi bi trao quyén lai cho 6ng Phan
Khac Suu. Tu day vai tro cua 6ng Minh phai mo dan roi
6ng bi cho di an tri 6 Thai Lan ti thdang 2 nam 65 cho dén
nam 70.

Nam 1971 trong cudc bau cu téng thong cd tin éng ra
ung ct nhung réi bé cudc lay Iy do khong co tién tranh ct.
Nhung trong cuén “hdi ky ctia moét Viét Cong”, Truong
Nhu Tang viét rang chinh bon 6ng (cé y noi Viét Cong)
da tim cédch ngan khong dé 6ng Minh tranh ct hau bién
cudc bau cu trd thanh 16 bich vi man doc dién cua téng
théng Nguyén Van Thiéu3, 1am 1oi cho phia cong san. Ong
Duong Van Minh dugc néi tiéng nhat 1a vi “téng thong
mot ngay” dung ra dau hang cong quan vao ngay 30 thang
4 nam 1975. Nhiéu nguoi cho rang 6ng Minh bi cong san
giat giay qua nguoi em cua 6ngla thiéu td cong san Duong
Vén (hay Thanh?) Nhut, bi danh Mudai Ty. Ciing c6 nguoi
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dem bang chung dé noi rang 6ng Minh dich thuc c6 hoat
dong cho Bic Viet*. Con 6ng D6 Mau thi ca tung ong Minh
la nguoi yéu nudc, va vé nhiéu phuong dién hon han 6ng
Diém va 6ng Nhu.”

3 “A Viet Cong Memoir”, Truong Nhu Tang, trang 203: “Dé loi
dungtinh hinh, chiing téi chithij cho cac diép vién ctia ching t6inam
trong dam bo ha cta Minh khuyén éng ta dung ra ung cl.” Nguyén
van ban Anh ngii: “To capitalize the situation, we gave directions to
our agents within Minh’s entourage to dissuade him from running.”

“Dién Dan Phu Nirs6 154 tirtrang 53 dén trang 59.
>sdd trang 476.

Nha bao Truong Tt Phong trong tac phdm “Nhung bi
an veé cai chét cua Viét Nam”, ky tén that Pham Kim Vinh
cho 6ng Minh la “mot trong nhting ké chu truong ky thi
Nam, Bac moét cach cudng tin va cung la ké ngay tho nhat

vé chinh tri”5bis

5biS 5 dd Nha xudt ban Ngudi Viét, 1977. Trang 75.

Nha van Duyén Anh, Vi Mong Long, thi viét:

“Duong Vin Minh da cé co hoi duy nhdt divao lich stnhung
ong ta tinh nguyén khudc ti. Tu mot tén linh cia thuc dan
Phdp, nho su chuyén mua cia ddt nudc khan hiém tai ndng,
ong ta tré thanh tudng lanh ciia ché do Ngo Dinh Diém, tré
thanh nguoi anh hung cia cdc chién dich tiéu tric loan quan
Binh Xuyén, Hoa Hdo. Tén linh Xudn téc do cua qudan doi,
ddng lé dumg 6 do la dep roi. Ong ta khong chiu. Ong ta nhiic
nhich, vi nghi minh la Nasser. Ong ta bi diu vao téi dc thodn
nghich. Va Duong Viin Minh thoa chi quoc truong. Triéu dinh
ctia Duong Vian Minh thdt pht du. Tén vi bién khong thich
truy na than phan minh, ong ta tudéng ong ta co dé mang. Bi
tudc doat quyén binh, bi dudi khéi ddt nudc, Duong Vin Minh
cua quéy quay vé gianh bing dugc tudc vi tong thong. Ong ta
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thoa man. Thdnh nhan thuong dai ké khi kho. Thdnh nhan
dai thém duia ngu dot. Ddt nudc phdi cé dén thi Duong Vin
Minh gdnh vdc, ké nhu ddt nudc tan ta.”>ter

>ter Saigon ngay dai nhét, Duyén Anh, N.X.B.Xuan Thu, California,
1988.trang 309.

Tudng Maxwell Taylor khi con la chu tich ban tham
muu lién quan My da t6i Nam Viét Nam vao thang 10 ndm
1961 dé nhan dinh vé tinh hinh. Ong da gip téng théng
Ng6 binh Diém va moét s6 tudng lanh khac trong d6 c6 dai
tudéng Lé Van Ty va trung tuéng Duong Van Minh. Trong
cuén hoi ky “Swords and Plowshares” (thanh guom va lusi
cay), ong da co nhan xét vé hai vi tuéng nay. Tuéng Ty thi
chi ban vé cdc van dé quan su thuan tuy. Con tuéng Minh
thi vira gap 6ng da dem téng thong cua minh ra ndi xau. Va
tudng Taylor phailay lam ngac nhién tuhdi sao lai cé nguoi
dem chuyén x4u ctia cht minh néi véi mot nguoila maoi gap
lan dau tién, chua kip gisi thiéu nhau, nhu thé nz}ly.6

© Swords and Plowshares, by Waxwell D. Taylor trang 234.
Nguyén van: Minh and | had scarcely exchanged greetings when
Minh beganto unburden himself of his grievances against Diemabut
| was somewhat startled by his willingness to criticize his president
toaforeignlike me.” Tam dich: “Minh vatéi chua kip chao nhauxong
thi Minh d& bat dau trut nhing su bat binh clia 6ng ta d6i vai Diém,
nhung t6i cé phan nao sting s6t vé su san sang chitrich vi téng théng
clia 6ng tavéi moét ngudi ngoai quéc nhu toi.”

Trong cuén “No more Vietnams” tong thong Nixon co
thuat lai 10i tuéng Minh CO noi vé céi chét cuia dng Diém
nhu sau: “Khong thé dé ong Diém song duoc, vi ong ta qud
duoc kinh trong bdi nhing nguoi don so chdt phdc dé bi lia,
ddc biét la nguoi Cong gido va dan di cu”.”

7 No more Vietnams, R.Nixon, trang 70.
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Cdch day may thdng Francis X. Winters da cong bo 1a
thu riéng cua thu truéng ngoai giao Harriman luc d¢ gui
cho dai su Cabot Lodge chi 3 ngay trudc khi tuéng Minh
bi tudng Khanh lat. Winters da tim thay né trong khu thu
ban thudc thu vién Quéc Hoi, ngan 484. Buc thu dé ngay
27-1-1964 c6 doan 6ng Harriman khen 6ng Lodge biét
cach day nguoi “hoc tro” Duong Van Minh vé chinh tri.
Vacon chuc 6ng Lodge thém quyén luc (6 Viét Nam). bay
nguyén van doan thu do:

“Cabot than, toi rdt ldy lam thich thi theo doi diéu anh
khuyén nhit Minh Co vé cdch van dong chinh tri va ldy lam
sung sudng duoc xem tdm hinh trén bdo cho thdy hoc tro cua
anh dang theo hoc mot ong ‘thay thuc tha’ ...

Chiic anh thém quyén hanh.”®

8 «“The year of the hare”, (Ndm Mao), dai hoc Georgia Press.
1997. Trang 120. Nguyén van: “Dear Cabot, | followed with interest
the advice you have been giving to Big Minh on campaigning and
was delighted to see the news-photo which shows that your pupil is

learning from a real master... More power to you.”

Tu ngay sang Phap song luu vong nam 1982, 6ng Minh
thuong gitt im lang, cang khong viét hoi ky dé tu dé cao
hay tu bién minh nhu cac 6ng Tran Van Doén, D6 Mau,
Nguyén Chanh Thi, v.v. Nhung nam 1997, trong khi co
tin don nha cam quyén cong san dang cho stra sang “dinh
Hoa Lan” cua 6ng dé chuén bi don 6ng vé nudc voi mot
su mang hay chuc vi gi d6, 6ng bong lén tiéng voi bao chi
6 Phap va phu nhan la 6ng khong dau hang ma chi trao
quyén. Loi tuyén bo ctia dng da bi to Dién BDan Phu Nitloan
tai va cham chich mia mai.”

° xem Dién Ban Phu N s& 160, thang 7, nam 1997, ti trang 60
déntrang67.
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Hai nam gan day to Dién ban Phu Nit (do ky gia chuyén
nghiép Chu B4 Anh sanglap,) daba, bénlan dem cudc doi
va hoat dong ngdm ngam cua tuéng Duong Van Minh ra
mo x¢é va khang dinh 6ng la tay sai néu khong hau y thi
cungvo tinh cho cong san. S6 154 thang 2 nam 1997, trang
54 ghi: “Tudng Duong Van Minh, mét nhan vat da tung
hai lan dong vai tuoéng lanh dao mién Nam. Lan nao cung
ngan ngui. Nhung mdi lan déu mang dén tai bién tham
khéc vo luong cho nhan dan mién Nam.” Chi ntia ndm
sau cling nguyét san ndi trén da trich 16i nha bao cong san
Ho6 Van Quang thuat lai 10i tuéng Nguyén Hiu Co viét
trong tu cong san 6 Ha Tay nhu sau: “Thuc sy hom nay
¢ trong tu toi nghi lai ma thay toi nghiép cho Minh Co,
thich lam téng thong ma kha nang qud han ché, do d¢ bi
Thich Tri Quang diéu khién du moi chuyén. Ngay lich su
trong doi lam chinh tri cia Minh C6 khong phai 1a ngay
nham chuc tong thong ma chinh 1a ngay 29 thang 4 nam
1975, vi ngay nay tu 8 gio dén 12 gio khuya Minh C6 va toi
phai dén “hoang cung An Quang” 5 1an va 14n nao cing
véi noi dung la “thay” cung hua hen moét cach chac chan
khong thé sailéchla sap xong. Bén kia cham lam 14 t6i 29-
4-75 hay sang 30-4-75 sé ban thdo viéc thanh lap chinh
phuliénhiép...” (D.D.P.N. s6 160, thang 7,1997, trang 66.)



Chuong16
John M. Newman : Ong Diém
qua tu tin vao kha nang vé dich
cua minh nén tré thanh chuyén
quyén va gia dinh tri

ohn M. Newman la

gido suveé cdc van dé
congsanLién SO, Trung
Hoa va chién tranh
Viét Nam. Ong da tung
chién dau 6 Thai Lan,
Phi Luat Tan, Nhat va
Trung Quoéc. Nam 1992
ong da dich than xuat
ban cuén sich day 500
trang cua 6ng nhan dé:
JFK and Vietnam, duoc
ong Tran Ngoc Dung
dich ra tiéng Viét véi
tua dé John F. Kennedy
va chién tranh Viét Nam (N.X.B. Thé Gidi, San Jose, 1993).1

' Chu thich va trich dan theo nguyén tac “JFK and Vietnam?”,
NXB. A Time Warner Co. 1992.
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Dé viét cudn JFK and Vietnam tac gia da doc 15 ngan
trang tai liéu, tham khao va phong van trén dudi 100 tac
gia va nhan vat, trong s6 do6 co cac tuéng dao chinh Tran
Van bon, Nguyén Cao Ky va 6ng Bui Diém, va nhiing
nguoi My c6 4c cam vd6i 6ng Diém trong bé ngoai giao My
nhu Averell Harriman, Roger Hilsman, nhitng nha bao da
tung da kich 6ng Diém trudc khi 6ng bi lat d6, nhu David
Halberstam, Neil Sheehan, v.v. nhung tiéc rang khong
thay tac phdm va tiéng ndi cua nhung ngudi bénh vuc
ong Diém nhu ky gia Marguerite Higgins hay tong thong
Nixon chang han.

Di nhién khong cé nhiing tdc phdm bang Viét Ngi
co 1é vi tac gia khong doc dugc tiéng Viét, tac phdm “Le
Dragon d’Annam” ctia cuu hoang Bao Dai bang Phép ngt,
trong do cé néi nhiéu dén 6ng Diém va vu Phat gido, cing
khong, phai chang vi tac gia khong doc dugce tiéng Phap?
Phan nhiéu nhung diéu tac gia noi xau vé 6ng Diém déu
do cac nguodn tin bao chi, nhat 1a cta Neil Sheehan va
Stanley Karnow. Ong khong doc Nixon va Higgins c6 1é vi
khong muoén nghe nhtng tiéng chuong chdi tai thién kién
ctia dng hodc vinhting gi hai nguoi nayviét cai chinh tat ca
cdac nhan xét va dao lon 1ap luan cua o6ng.

Saukhibat ddcdiphaitrungloiténg thong Eisenhower
cangoi téng théng Diém,?) téc gia viét: “Ong Diem cucky
tin tudng 6 kha nang bat bai cua minh da dé cho chinh phu
cua 6ng tré thanh tap doan chuyén chinh, gia dinh tri qua
khich, gdbm anh em ho hang va moét sé it dia chu giau co,
lam phat y hoan toan gidi trung luu c6 hoc ¢ do thi,”3

2 Xin xem lai chuong 7.

3 S4ch da dan trang 26. Nguyén van: “Supremely confident in
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his own invincibility, Diem allowed his government to turn into a
complete oligarchy in which the rampant nepotism of his brothers,
relatives, and a few wealthy landowners completely alienated the
educated urban middle class.”

Vi cung tham khao nhtung ngudn tin giéng nhau nhu
Sheehan chang han, nén Newman cung nhu Karnow déu
cho rang 6ng Diém khong muén danh cong quan, ma chi
mudn tranh thuong vong. Ong cho rdng cdc tuéng Huynh
Vén Cao, Bui binh bam so dung vdi cong quan gay thuong
vong cho binh si thi sé bi tong théng khién trach va cé thé
mat chuc. Tham chi 6ng con dan chung trung ta Vann,
c6 van su doan 7, ndi rang téng thong Diém da c6 khau
lénh mat cdm tudng lanh mé nhung cudc tan cong cod
thé gay thuong vong. Ong viét: “Tudng Cao luon ludn tu
choi khong chiu cho quan tru bi vao tran va hoan thanh
cudc bao vay dich quan. Ly do, Sheehan giai thich, 1a thé
nay: Viét Cong, mot khi sa bay sé danh va Cao cung lanh
thuong vong; rdi sé “birac réi” voi ong Diém, khong dugc
thang cap va co thé bi bai chuc nua.”?

45dd tr. 289. Nguyén van: “Cao always refused to commit his
reserve and complete the encirclement of the enemy. The reason,
Sheehan explains, was this: once trapped, the Vietcong would fight,

and Cao would take casualties too; then he would get “into trouble”
with Diem, not be promoted, and might even be dismissed.”

Va: “Trung t4 Vann khdam pha ra rang éng Diém da ha
khéu Iénh mat cho cac tulénh ctia 6ng khong duoc mé cac
cuoc hanh quan tan cong dua dén két qua thuong vong
nang.” Nhan vu nay tdc gid con viét rang 6éng Diém da
noi déi. Ong viét tiép: “Trung ta Vann bdo cdo voi dai ta
Porter va tuéng Harkins, ro6i Harkins dén gdp 6ng Diém.
Ong Diém chi noi déi. Sheehan giai thich: Ong Diém bao
“Piéu d6 khong dung”
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> Sdd tr. 299. Nguyén van: “Vann discovered Diem had issued a
secretverbal order to hiscommanders not to conduct offensive op-
erations that resulted in serious casualties. Vann told colonel Porter
and general Harkins, and Harkins confronted Diem. Diem simply
lied; Sheehan explains: It was not true, Diem said.”

Dén cudi sach tac gia con nhac lai 10i buodc toi cia 6ng
deéi véi ong Diém, tuy bang nhung 16i 1€ luén luén co can
nhac, de dat. Sau khi ca tung cdc quan nhan My hoat dong
va chién dau tai Viét Nam la nhung anh hung, 6ng viét vé
quan doéi Viét Nam va 6ng Di¢m nhu sau noi trang 455:
“Quan doi Nam Viét Nam qua nho bé va 6ng Diém thi van
mién cuong, khong muén ho chién dau”®

ésdd trang 455. Nguyén van: “The South Vietnamese Army was
too smalland Diém was reluctant to let them fight anyway.”

Xin moi ban doc xem Newman nhén xét vé quoc sach
ap chién lugc thoi 6ng Diém:

“Pay chinh la khia canh cta chuong trinh Ap Chién
Luoc dugc thuc hién sau d6 - bat ép dan qué roi bo vung
dat cua t6 tién ho di vao nhung cdi trai, noi ma co cau xa
hoi ctia ho bi tan ra - diéu nay da dong gép phan 16n vao
that bai cu6i cung cua no.”’

7sddtr.181. Nguyén van: “It was precisely this aspect of the sub-
sequent Strategic Hamlet Program —forcing peasants off of their
ancestral lands and into camps where their social fabric desinte-
grated - that contributed ina major way to its ultimate failure.”

Cdc nha bdo va st gia My chua bao gio duoc ném mui
cong san, mui xa hoi cht nghia, va cting khong doc ky lich
st, cho nén bao chuong trinh 4p chién lugc cua éng Diém
lam tan ra co cadu xa hoi Viét Nam.

Néu cac 6ng do can than hon va so sanh chuong trinh
nay véi chinh sach tiéu thé khang chién cua Viét Minh hoi
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1947, chinh sach dau t6 trong nhiing nam 1953-1956 tai
mién Bac, roi tim hiéu ly do tai sao 1 triéu nguoi danh roi
bo noi chon rau cat ron mién Bac dé di vao Nam vdi hai
ban tay trang vao nam 1954, va tai sao hai tri¢u nguoi bo
mo ma cha 6ng: “nhung vung dat cua to tién” dé liéu chét
chayrabién ca dé gan triéu nguoilam moicho caa thichac
hén da hiéu ro muc tiéu va c6t 16i cua chinh sach dp chién
lugc. Nguoi dan luong thién tha bo noi “vung dat cta toé
tién” vao séng trong nhiing ving dugc chinh quyén Ngo
binh Di¢m bao vé con hon phai song voi cong san. Cac
ong gido su, su gia ngoi trong phong, doc nhiing béo cao
ctia nhiing nguoi thién can, thién vi, khong sao co duoc
nhung tin tuc chinh xac ctia phe “xa hoi chu nghia” $ mién
Bac Viét Nam (vino c6 bao gio dem bi mat quoc gia trinh
cho cic 6ng biét, nhu chinh quyén My thuong dem nhiing
cong viéc dai su trinh véi quoc hoi, véi quan ching qua
bdo chi?), ctt tuéng né hay hon ché do mién Nam. biéu
do that dé hiéu va cung dé tha thi. Nhung c6 chap khong
chiu nhin thang vao su thuc, sau khi moi khia canh cta su
thuc da duogc phoi bay sau hai thap ky, tuéng khong thé
nao tha thu dugc. Ong Newman c¢ 1& khong biét ring chi
sau khi 6ng Diém bi lat quéc sach ap chién luoc méi d6
theo, vi 6ng Duong Van Minh, nguoi dung dau cuoc dao
chinh lat 6ng Diém, chu truong phd no, dep bo né. (khién
Nguyén Huu Tho, chu tich Mat Tran Giai Phong cua cong
san phai reo 1én vi qua mung ré.) Nhung sau nay nhiing
ngudi di sau 6ng Minh da phai cho lap lai, du rang dudi cai
tén khac “Ap Doi M6i”, “Ap Tan Sinh.”

Ong Newman chi chu tAm vao giai doan chinh quyén
Kennedy, nén da khong am tuong nhing su viéc sau do.
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Mot st gia chan chinh sé dé¢ ddt hon khi phé binh 6ng
Diém vé quéc sach ap chién lugc. So véi Bernard Fall hay
Stanley Karnow la nhiing nguoi cting chi trich 6ng Diém
khong kém, 6ng Newman khong biét nhiéu vé con nguoi
Ngo6 binh Di¢m.

Vé bién c6 Phat gido nam 1963, Newman da dung moét
tu tuong doi nhe la ky thi ton gido dé nhac lai. Nhung
sau do da tuong thuat chi tiét va rat bat loi cho uy tin cua
ché d6 Ngo Pinh Diém. Ong viét: “Khi Phdt ti van cik treo
co ctia ho, va tu tdp dé ming lé Phdt Pdn va voi bdt chdp 107
yéu cqu gidi tan, phd tinh truéng Cong Gido bén ra lénh cho
binh si dudi quyén ban vao ddm dong (ngay mong 8 thdng 5).
Khi khoi da tan vao sdng hom sau, lanh su My tai Hué, John
Hebble, bdo cdo c6 7 ngudi chét, ké cd hai tré em bj cdc xe boc
thép cdn ndt, va 15 nguoi bi thuong. Chinh quyén Ngoé Dinh
Diém néi doi rang mot tén Viét cong da liéng luu dan vao ddm
dong, va cdc nan nhdan da bi day xéo lén nhau ma chét trong
cugc chay tdn loan. Va nhimg Loi diéu ngoa bia ddt do da duoc
phé bién thanh thong bdo chinh thic lam cho Nolting (dai sit
My Frederick Nolting) bi mdc lita va cho dén ngay nay ong ta
vdn com néi rimg né “khdch quan, chinh xdc va cong binh”®,

8sdd trang 332. Nguyén van: “When the Buddhists flew their
flags anyway, held arally to commemorate Buddha ‘s Birthday, and
then defied a request to disperse, the Catholic deputy province
chief ordered histroops to fire onthe crowd (on May 8.) When the
smoke cleared the next morning, the U.S. Consul in Hue, John Hel-
ble, reported 7 dead, including two children crushed by armored
vehicles, and fifteen injured. The Diem’s government’s lies that a
Viet cong had thrown a grenade into the crowd and that the vic-
tims had been crushed in a stampede were issued as an official re-

port, which fooled Nolting, who, to this day, says it was objective,
accurate and fair”
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Newman con khang dinh c6 phéong vién trung lap (sic)
chup duoc hinh linh 6ng Diém dang ban vao ddm dong.

Vé cudc dao chinh lat d6 téng théng Diém, tdc gia
khong dam khang dinh 1a 6ng Roger Hilsman 1a nguoi chu
truong kich liét nhat nhung da trung dan 16i moét thiéu ta
Benedict nao d6 néi rang chinh Roger Hilsman, h6i 1960
con la truéng phong tinh bdo suu tam ctua bo ngoai giao,
da c6 thuc déay thuc hién trong nam dé cung vao luc ngoai
truéng di ving®

?5dd trang 33-34.

Nam 1963, vao ha tuan thang 8 lai cting Roger Hilsman
va Harriman chon dung luc téng thong Kennedy, cac bo
trudng ngoai giao va quoc phong va giam déc trung uong
tinh bao di nghi dé thao cong dién gui sang SG thuc déy
dao chinh.

Newman cting trung dan nha bao David Halberstam
noivé phdidoan McNamara, Taylor sang Saigonnhandinh
tinh hinh dé cho téng thong Kennedy c6 du yéu té quyét
dinh thdi d¢ dut khoat véi 6ng Diém: khi 6ng McNamara
toi phi truong, dai st Lodge da chi dinh hai nhan vién toa
dai su dung can, khong cho tuéng Harkins gap trudc 6ng
boé truong, dé cho 6ng Lodge dugc gap trudc, vi sg 6ng bod
truong nghe tudng Harkins sé co6 thién cam véi ong Diém.
Thdi d6 ctua cac 6ng Harriman va Hilsman cting nhu 6ng
Cabot Lodge that khong thé hiéu néi, néu khong phai 1a
c6 tinh lam moi cach dé téng thong Kennedy phai chap
thuan ké hoach lat 6ng Di¢m cua cdc ong ay. Khi tong
thong Kennedy quyét dinh gui hai 6ng McNamara va
Maxwell Taylor sang Viét Nam, nhting nguoi chéng oéng
Diém & bo ngoai giao rat lo lang vi chi sg nhung bdo cdo
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khach quan cta hai 6ng nay sé anh huéng dén quyét dinh
cta téng thong Kennedy, khién &m muu 14t 6ng Diém cua
ho khong thuc hién duoc.10

195ddtr. 385.

DECEPTION, INTRIGUE, AND
THE STRUGGLE FOR POWER

JOHN M. NEWMAN

Hinh: T.L.




Chuong17
Richard M. Nixon: Tong thong
Ngo6 Pinh Diém vi nhu tang da
dinh vom

“T'LiYuiH

ichard Milhous Nixon (Jan 9, 1913 to Apr 22,1994) la
téng théng thu37 ctia Hoa Ky (tt 1969 dén 1974). Ong
1a chinh khach 16i lac ctia dang Cong Hoa da tung dung
chung lién danh vo¢i téng thong Eisenhower, lam pho
tong thong tu 1953 dén 1960. Thua hudng di san dé nat
ctua dang Dan Chu, do viéc chinh quyén Kennedy lat dé
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téng thong Ngo binh Diém gay ra, 6ng Nixon da mét mat
tang gia cac cudc hanh quan réng 1én trén chién truong
Viét Nam, mot mat di nhing duong ngoai giao can dam
va day sang tao voi Trung Quéc cong san va Lién SO nham
muc dich rut quan d6i My ra khoi ving lay cudc chién Viét
Nam. Thanh qua cta nhting sang kién ngoai giao nay co
anh hudng dén su sup d6 cua khéi cong san Dong Au 17,
18 ndm sau. Ong da dai thang khi tai ung cu vao thang 11
nam 1972.

Muc tiéu nay 6ng da dat duoc dé vot vat danh du cho
Hoa Ky, va da sém dua con em ctia dong bao éng vé nudc.
Nhung bén canh do, vi viéc nay, ong cting da lam mat long
va lam diéu dung dong minh bé nho Viét Nam Cong Hoa.
Ngay nay cac nguoi quoc gia Viét Nam rat han ong Nixon
va nhat 1a ngudi phu td an ninh thong minh xao quyét ctua
ong la Henry Kissinger.! Nhung c6 téng théng Nixon da c6
bién minh vdi du ludn, va co 1é riéng voi nguoi Viét Nam
chung ta, rang vi quéc hoi My khong chap thuan tai khoan
va tréi tay chinh phu khong cho can thié¢p thém dé ngan
chan va trung phat cong quan, mac du ho ¢6 tinh vi pham
hiép dinh Paris, va hon ntia vi vu Watergate khién ong phai
ti nhiém (t6ng théng My dau tién bi ti nhiém) cho nén
ong khong hoan thanh duoc nhing diéu da hua voi chinh
quyén va nhan dan Nam Viét Nam. Trong cuén “No more
Vietnams”?2 6ng da dua ra nhiéu luan cu kha di bién minh
cho 6ng phan nao.

Tuy vu tai tiéng “Watergate” da khién 6ng phai tir chiic
mot cach tai hai, lam gidn doan su nghi¢p chinh tri ctia 6ng
trong mot thoi gian, nhung nhiing thanh qua va anh huéng
lau dai cua cdc van dong chinh tri khéo 1éo ctua 6ng trong
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nam 1972 d6i voi Lién S6 va Trung Cong cang ngay cang
khién du luan chinh truong My nhin lai kha nang chinh
tri, ngoai giao hi€ém c6 cua 6ng moét cach tran trong, va cdc
chinh quyén Reagan, Bush cua dang Céng Hoa, cing nhu
chinh quyén Clinton ctia dang Dan Chu déu da phai nho toi
tai trf 6ng trong khi giai quyét cdc van dé kho khan vé Lién
SovaLién Bang Nga sau nay.

! Nhung theo thién kién, ngusi Viét Nam nén han chinh quyén
Kennedy, matiéu biéu labé ngoai giao véi nhiing Harriman va Hilsman
day thanh kién va éc tu tén da bang manh I6i xao quyét va quyét tam,
mudén biénViét Nam thanh mét nudc bao hé makhong duoc, dalat dé
nhaai quéc Ngo6 Binh Diém, gdy nén mét 16 héng chinh trikhién phong
tuyén chéng cong cliathé gidi tu do 6 Dong Nam A sup d6, budc dng
Johnson phai dem quan téc chién vao mién Nam, bién cudc chién tré
thanh phinghtavi cé su hién dién ctia quan tac chién My, makhéng do
mot hiép udc song phuong nao, va cling chang cd 16i tuyén chién nao
cliaqudc hoi My.

Chinh cai phi nghia d6 da khién mot siéu cudng nhu My phai that
bai nhuc nha. Ong Nixon chi la nan nhan phai dé déng rac [6n clia cac
chinh quyén Dan Chu. Nhung nhiing thanh phan phan chién My dalén
an éngnangné, cho 6ng la diéu hau s6 mot tan pha dat nudc vatan sat
nhan dan Viét Nam vdi nhiing cuéc déi bam “trai tham” khung khiép.
Con 6ng va dang Cong Hoa thi cho rang khong dung vé luc t6i da thi
khong thé nao bat Cong san Bac Viét hoi dam nghiém chinh dé cé thé
ky mét hiép dinh dinh chién vét vat danh du cho My. Va viéc dé Mién
Nam Viét Nam sau nay lot vao tay Cong san la16i clia quéc hoi do dang
Dan Chunamdasé,vactngdoap luc ciaquan ching My dugc cac nha
bdo phan chién leo [4i. Cling van theo thién kién thi tat ca déu do moét
s6 16n chinh khach, gidi tri thuc, va nhét la nha bao khong ndm duoc
tinh nghta ctiamot cudce chiénlic do,né chang co gi gibng nhiing cudc
chiéntranh thé gidi hay chién tranh Triéu Tién trudc kia.

2 “bung Viét Nam nao ntia” cé y néi: “bling bao gid vap phainhting
16i lam nhu trong cuéc chién tranh Viét Nam nira” Ong chiviét vénven
6 3 chitvan ma chung toi phai dung téi 16 chir dé dién nghia, ma ciing
mdi chi dién dugc mét nlia. Béivi ba tiéng do da tung ducc cac déi thu
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clia 6ng dung theo mét nghia khac: “Dlng bao gio can thiép vao mot
nudc nao khac nira, giéng nhu cac chinh quyén Eisenhower, Kennedy,
Johnson, Nixon da canthiép vao Viét Nam.” Ong Nixon, khi dung ba tir
“No more Vietnams” (“Blng Viét Nam nao niia”) lam nhan dé cuén
sach, da dung chung véi ca hai nghia néi trén.

Trong cuén “bung Viét Nam nao ntta” 6ng da lén an
viéc chinh quyén Kennedy dong 16a trong viéc 1at d6 tong
thong Ngo binh Diém ma 6ng vi nhu tang d4 dinh vom cta
mot toa nha vom, chi khi nao 14y né di mdi thay né quan
trong dén muc do nao. bay, ong viét:

“Téng thong Ngo6 binh Diém 6n dinh mién Nam Viét
Nam, vi nhu DA DINH VOM gitt vom nha dung ving. Cac
thé luc chinh tri tt moi phia quy vao éng ma chéng, nhung
bang cach thang bang cdc thé luc, cho cdi no chong céi kia,
ong da dong chot tat ca lai. Chi khi nao d4 dinh vom duoc
lay di, nguoi ta mdi thdy 1a né quan trong. Thi cting y hét
nhu vay, chi khi nao éng Diém chét roi, toan thé hé thong
chinh tri mién Nam Viét Nam sup d6 tan tanh, nguoi tamdéi
nhan ro vai tro sinh tt ciia 6ng ta”.

“piéu ma nhung ké chu truong ung ho cudc dao chinh
thuoc chinh quyén Kennedy luc dé dang 1é da phai biét thi
nay da hién r6 mot cach dau don: Su lya chon ¢ Nam Viét
Nam luc a4y khong phailalua chon gitta 6ng Diém vamot ké
nao do¢ tot hon, mala gitra 6ng ta va mot ké nao do té hon.”

“Du 6ng Diém co 16i gi chiang ntra thi 6ng 4y cting co6
mot cidn ban phdp ly dang ké. Ong Diém lamot lanh tu kién
cuong cia mot dan toc dang vo ciing can mot nha lanh dao
cuong quyét. Ong ta mat roi, chinh quyén ¢ Nam Viét Nam
trd thanh cdi ma ai cting chop giat duoc. Nhiing vién chuc
chinh quyén (Kennedy) da ting nén néng ngdm ngam
muu d6 chéng 6ng Diém da som kham pha ra rang nhung
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congtacvién cia minh 6 Nam Viét Nam chila nhting nguoi
lanh dao t6i dén vo vong. Cdi tai can co dé 1at d6 moét chinh
phukhong dac dung dé dieuhanh mot chinh phu. Lanh dao
mot cudc dao chinh va lanh dao moét nudc 1a hai cong viéc
hoan toan khac nhau. Cuéc khting hoang lanh dao dén hon
loan sau dé 6 mién Nam Viét Nam 1a hau qua truc tiép cua
viéc lat d6 tong thong Ngo binh Diém.”3

3 sdd trang 70. Nguyén vdn: “President Diem stabilized South
Vietnam as a keystone holds up a dome. Political forces converge
on him from all directions, but by balancing one against another, he
locked all of them into place. And just as a keystone ‘s importance is
notapparent unless it is removed, Diem’s vital role became clear only
after his demise, when the entire South Vietnamese political system
came crashing down.

“What the coup supporters in the Kennedy administration
should have known all along now became painfully clear: The choice
in South Vietnam had been not between Diem and somebody better
but between Diem and somebody worse.

“Whatever his faults, Diem possessed a significant measure of le-
gitimacy. He was a strong leader of a nation that desperately needed
strong leadership. With him gone, power in South Vietnam was up for
grabs. The administration officials who had so eagerly hatched the
plots against Diem soon discovered that their South Vietnamese col-
laborators were hopelessly bad leaders. Skills needed to overthrow a
government are not useful for running one. Leading a coup and lead-
ing a country are two entirely different jobs. The chaotic leadership
crisis that followed in South Vietnam was a direct consequence of the
overthrow of president Ngé Binh Diém.”

Chung t6i muén nhan manh may tu “chaotic leadership
crisis” (cudc khung hoang lanh dao dén hon loan) 6 day.
Trong hoéi ky cua tuéng Nguyén Cao Ky, da ndi dén mot
nam vdi 7 lan thay d6i chinh phu. Va Pham Kim Vinh trong
“Cai chét cia Nam Viét Nam” (trang 66) thi dém 9 lan
trong 18 thang.
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Véviéclat d6 nay Nixon chitrich vakét 4an nang né chinh
quyén Kennedy, nhung cung ché 6ng Diém labé cdilam, cu
tudng bo. bay, nhiing hang chtt danh thép cia moét lanh tu
dang Cong Hoa My:

“Chung ta da pham 161 lam nguy kich thit 3 tai Nam Viét
Nam vao ndm 1963. Chinh quyén Kennedy cang ngay cang
thdt vong vé tong thong Diém, da khuyén khich va uing ho cuéc
ddo chinh lat d6 ong. Tdan tuong bi 6i nay da két thiic bang viéc
sdt hai ong Diém, khai mao mot thoi ky hon mang vé chinh tri
tai mién Nam Viét Nam, khién chiung ta phdi gii quan vao
tham chién.

“bung dau mot nudc trong thé gidi thit ba thuong cé nghia la
tao nén ké thir. Ong Diém cing thé thoi, khong khdc duoc. Ong
ta la mot nguoi cé nhing quyét dinh tdo bao, khéi xudng nhing
chuong trinh rong [6n nham cdi thién xi s6 ong, va thuong hay
lam phadt y nhitng ké ung ho mot ké hoach khdc, hodc nhing ké
thdy cudc cdi cdch cia ong de doa nhung quyén loi ma ho cé thé
tiép tuc duoc hudng, néu git nguyén trang.

“Cing nhu moi nha lanh dao, 6ng Diém c6 mot vai quyét
dinh t6i. Ong ta da thay thé tép tuc thom xa ty tri bang mot hé
thong trung wong tdp quyén, bo nhiém tinh trudng, xd truong
v.va va vi vay lam hai sang kién dia phuong la co s6 ctia nén
dén chii. Ong ta da lam mdt long nhiéu nha lanh dao dan sy
va quan sy sau cudc ddo chinh 1960. Ong ta dua qud nhiéuvao
cdc thanh vién gia dinh dé tri nudc. Khi ma nén tang chinh tri
ving chdi ciia ong bdt dau bi x61 mon, thi ong ta cang tré nén
doc dodn hon.

“Ong Diém c6 gitk su doc lip cua minh, thuong hay béc bo
hay lam ngo 107 khuyén ciia cdc c6 van My. Ddu sao ong ta cing
la mot nguoi quoc gia tu hao, khong muon nhan lénh nguoi My
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ciing nhu trudce kia da tung khong chiu nhan lénh cia nguoi
Phdp. C6 lan 6ng da noi véi mot phong vién: ‘Nudc My c¢6 mot
nén kinh té huy hoang va nhiéu wu diém. Nhung sic manh cia
qui vi 6 My cd tdt nhién co nghia rang Hoa Ky c6 tu cdch dé chi
huy moi viéc 6 day, tai Viét Nam nay la noi dang trdi qua mot
cudc chién ma qui vi chua hé trdai qua khong?’

“Ong Diém cho rdng mdc ddu 6ng c6 nhing y kién doi khi
khdc vdi cdc ké hoach gia My, nhung Hoa Ky van la dong minh
cudi cung cé thé tin cqy duogc. Ong ciing nghi rding Hoa Ky
khong thdy ai c6 thé lanh dao thay ong. CA HAI PIEU TREN
ONG TADEU DALAM.”

“Trong khi Kennedy va cdc c6 vdn cia 6ng cang ngay cang
tre nén buc boi voi ngudi ban dong minh cuong nghi nay, ho da
bdt dau mo mdt khong con nhin vo su thé la vin deé lic dy khong
phdila Nam Vigt Nam co thé phdt trién duoc mot nén dan chi
hién dinh hoan hdo khong, ma la né cé duoc mot chinh phi cé
khd nang chong lai su banh trudng cia cong san né (la ché do)
sé tiéu diét hoan toan nén dan chii khong?”*

*sdd Trang 62, 63. Nguyén vdn: “We made our third critical mis-
take in South Vietnam in 1963. The Kennedy administration, increas-
ingly frustrated with president Diem, encouraged and suppoted amil-
itary coup against his government. This shameful episode ended with
Diem’s murder and beganaperiod of political chaosin South Vietnam
that forced us to send our own troops into the war. Being a ruler of
a Third World country usually means making enemies. Diem was no
exception. He was a bold decision-maker; initiating vast programs for
the betterment of his country. Often he alienated those who support-
ed adifferent plan or who saw his reformas a threat to their interests
in preserving the status quo.

“Like all leaders, Diem made some poor decisions. He replaced
the old custom of village self-government with a centralized system
of appointed leaders, thereby undermining the local initiative on
which democracy depends. He alienated many important civilian and
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military leaders in the aftermath of an attempted coup against himin
1960. He started to rely to heavily for his rule on members of his own
family. As his strong political base began to erode, he became more
authoritarian.

“Diem jealously guarded his independence, often rejecting or
ignoring the advice of his American advisers. After all he was a proud
Vietnamese nationalist who would not take order from Americans
any more than he had from the French. ‘America has a magnificient
economy and many good points,” he once told a reporter. ‘But does
your strength at home automatically mean that the United States is
entitled to dictate everything here in Vietnam, which is undergoing a
type of war that your country has never experienced?’

“Diem assumed that despite his occasional difference of opinion
with American policymakers, the United States was an ally he could
depend on in the end. He also assumed that the United States saw no
alternative to his leadership. He was WRONG ON BOTH COUNTS.”

“As Kennedy and his advisers grew increasingly unhappy with
their strong-willed ally, they began to lose sight of the fact that the
issue was not whether South Vietnam would develop a perfect consti-
tutional democracy but whether it would have a government capable
of resistingan expansion of Communist control that would destroy all
democracy.”

Nguoi doc khong ldy lam la 1a téng théng Nixon da
khong cao budc tong thong Diém 1a bach hai hay ky thi ton
gido. Ong khéng dinh 6 ngay chuong dau ( tr.10) ring lap
luan cho rang nhung cudc biéu tinh cua Phat ti chong 6ng
Diém nam 1963 do 6ng nay dan dp ton gido la hoan toan sai
(false),va 6 chuong 3 6ng da danhra 8 trang dé chiing minh
diéu do vakétluan (tr.65): “Van dé dan ap ton gido lahoan
toan bia dat. Chinh tri, chu khong phai ton gido da ¢ trong
dau nhting ké nip dang sau cudc khting hoang.”

> sdd trang 10 va 65. Nguyén van: “The issue of religious repres-
sion was acomplete fabrication.

“Politics, not religion, was in the minds of those behind the crisis.



Chuong 18

Frederick Nolting: Ngé Dinh
Diém la con ngudi buéng binh

rederick  Nolting

(1911-1989),  gido
su danh du dai hoc
Virginia, ndm 1957 la
pho truéng doan Hoa
Ky trong t6 chuc Hi¢p
Udc Bac bai Tay Duong
(NATO) va T6 Chic
Hop Tac Kinh Té Au
Chau. Ong dén Saigon
nham chuc Pai st Hoa

Hinh: T.L.

Ky canh chinh phu Viét Nam Cong Hoa vao thang 5 ndm

1961, chi vai ngay trudc khi phé téng thong My Lyndon
B. Johnson téi tham viéng Nam Viét Nam. C)ng la mot
trong sé rat it nguoi trong bé ngoai giao My kinh trong

ong Diém va quyét liét binh vuc lap truong git chu quyén
quéc gia ctua 6ng nay trudc chinh phu My, mac dau 6ng
nhan thdy 6ng Diém la nguoi hét suc budng binh va rat

kho thuong lugng.

Theo chuong trinh da hoach dinh sdn tu trudc, 6ng va
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gia dinh da roi Saigon di nghi mat 6 Au Chau dung vao thoi
gian xay ravu khung hoang Phat Gido, va chitré lai Saigon
it ngay sau khi chinh phtt My da quyét dinh thay 6ng bang
dai stt Henry Cabot Lodge. Ong rdt an han la da khong co
mat vao thoi gian d¢ dé giup chinh phu Viét Nam dan xép
6n thoa cudc khung hoang. Nhung lai c6 ngudi nhu ngoai
truéng My Dean Rusk cdo budc ong la da trén tranh kho
khan, khién 6ng phai lén tiéng tu bao chua. Trong thu tu
bao chtia nay, cing nhu trong tdc phdm Tu tin nhiém dén
thdm kich! xuit ban nam 1988
! Nguyén tdc “From Trust to tragedy”, NXB Praeger, N.Y. 1988],
6ng da “lay lam tiéc va rat buén” phai noilén su that labd ngoai giao
My da pham 16i lam ngd ngén nghiém trong trong viéc c8 vé cho
cudc dao chinh 1963 lat d6 va sat hai téng théng Ngé Binh Diém.

Ong da trung d4n khau hiéu “Diém must go”?

2Tam dich “Diém phai xuéng” ma 6ng ndi cé béng ching rang
ong Averell Harriman d& phat biéu va tré thanh mét tht ménh
[énh, mét thi danh xung ciianhém chéng éng Diém: nhém “Diém
must go”.

Ong Harriman luc 4y 1a thu trudng ngoai giao dudi
quyén ngoai trudéng Dean Rusk. Con chinh ngoai truéng
thi sau nay lai phu nhan: “Viéc lat d6 6ng Diém khong
phailachinh sach, chu truong cua chinh quyén Kennedy.”
Nhung 6ng Nolting da trung dan tai liéu Nga Gidc Dai cho
biét chinh ong Rusk, véi tu cach la ngoai truéng da dong y
cong dién do cac 6ng Harriman va Hilsman soan thao gui
cho dai st Lodge nguyén van nhu sau: “Chinh phu Hoa Ky
sé ung ho cudc dao chinh ¢6 co thanh cong, nhung khong
tinh dé quan luc My dinh lfu truc ti€p” va dai su Henry
Cabot Lodge da dién cho b6 ngoai giao cting nguyén van
nhu sau:
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“Chung ta da ddn sdu vao con duong khong cd 107 quay
ddu tro lai ma khong mdt mdt: sy lat do chinh quyén Diém.”
Ong Nolting hoi van 6ng Rusk: “Néu dai si Lodge khong néi
nhdan danh chinh phi Kennedy thi tai sao khong bi tong thong
Kennedy ngan cdn hay triéu h6i?”>

35dd trang 143. Nguyén van nhiing doan trich dan trong ngoac
kép: “It was not the policy of the Kennedy administration to over-
throw President Diem.” The Pentagon Papers, to the contrary, state
that you as secretary of State cabled the Embassy in Saigon: ‘The
U.S. government will support a coup which has a good chance of
succeeding but plans no direct involvement of U.S. armed forces’
‘We are launched on a course from which there is no respectable
turning back: the overthrow of Diem government.” If Ambassador
Lodge was not speaking for the Kennedy administration, why was he
not restrained or recalled by the President?”

Co thé 1a chinh 6ng Rusk khong chu truong lat 6ng
Diém, nhung da bi thu truéng Harriman va phu td ngoai
truéng Hilsman qua mat va téng thong Kennedy da ky
cong dién khi dinh ninh rdng thu truéng cua hai 6ng nay
da duyét khan trude. Nhung dang nao thi cting “t6i quy vu
trudng.” Ong Rusk khong tranh né duoc.

Saukhidaroihan Saigon vé My 6ng Nolting van thuong
dugc téng thong Kennedy tin nhiém moi téi du cdc phién
hop cua hoi dong chinh phu co6 lién hé dén Viét Nam.
Nhung tiéng noi cua 6ng khong duoc ti€p thu ding muc.
(Tuy vay con kha hon pho téng thong Johnson la nguoi
th6 10 voi Nolting rang 6ng khong Ién tiéng vi téng thong
Kennedy bao du dé biét ma theo doi thoi.) Vi vay sau khi
ong Diém bi 1at d6, ong Nolting ldy cé khong dong y voi
céach hanh xu cua bo ngoai giao, tur chuic vé huu. Trong thu
riéng gui téng thong Johnson ngay 25 thang 2 nam 1964,
trinh bay ly do tu chuic ctia 6ng c6 doan:
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“Toi khong choi la quyét dinh xin nghi cta toi da bi
anh hudng boi su bat dong thuan manh meé cta to6i doi
v6éimot s6 hanh dong (cua chinh phu) da dugce tién hanh
vao mua thu vua qua, véi nhung hau qua bat 1oi c6 thé
tién dodn dugc.”

Tom lai Nolting chu truong nén ingh¢ Viét Nam Cong
Hoatrong tinh than ton trong quyén tu chi cua Viét Nam,
khong xen vao néi bé cua nudc nay, dong thoi c6 gang va
kién nhan gop v, ho tro cho chinh quyén cang ngay cang
tré nén dan chuva duoclong danhon. Nhuvaylap truong
cua ong trai nguoc han véi nhom “Diém must go” chu
truong xam pham chu quyén Vié¢t Nam, xen vao néi bo
cua nudc ban. Ong da thét bai trong chu truong cua 6ng
ma 6ng cho la dung dan. Nén 6ng tu chuc.

Theo 6ng Nolting thi téng thoéng Kennedy bé nham
ong lam dai su tai Viét Nam la d€ han gan su sut mé tin
nhiém voi tong thong Diém do vi tién nhiém cua 6ng la
cuu dai su Elbridge Durbrow gay ra. Ong nay da khuyén
cdo qua quyét liet tong thong Ngo6 Pinh Diém phai dua
ong Ngo6 binh Nhu di khoi Saigon lam dai su cho moét
quoc gia nao dé, ma 6ng Diém khong bang long. Va moét
phan ciing do vu ddo chinh hut 1960 da gay nghi ngo cé
ban tay ctia nhan vién st quén My. Ong cting cho biét: d6i
véi hau hét moi nguoi My 6ng Diém la moét su ky bi, “mac
du da sau 7 nam chung dung trong van dé hop tac vién tro.
Nhungriéng d6i véi 6ng thi “nhtng ai hiéu éng Diém nhat
xem ra la nguoi kinh trong ong ta nhat.”*

45dd trang 16, nguyén van: “For even then, after seven years of

Diem’s leadership of South Vietnam and of American aid and moral
support to his country, he was an enigma to most Americans... Re-
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garding president Diem himself, | noted that those who knew him
best seemed to respect him most.”

O chuong 10 ban doc da thdy cac 6ng Newman va
Karnow thuatlai 16i ph¢ téng théng Johnson vi 6ng Diém
véi thu tusng Churchill cta Anh. Trong tdc phdm “from
trust to tragegy” 6ng Nolting néi 6ng Johnson trong mot
bua tiéc khdc con so sdnh 6ng Diém v6i 2 vi tong thong néi
tiéng ctia My 1a Andrew Jackson va Woodrow Wilson®.

> Hai vi téng théng thi 7 va tha 28. Ong nay duoc gidi thudng
Nobel vé hoabinh, sau dé nhat thé chién.

Con chinh Nolting thi sau khi dugc 6ng Diém cho xem
hoa do kién truc truong vo bi quoc gia Dalat ma chinh éng
Diém ve, da bao co lé pho tong théng My nén thém tén
téng théng Thomas Jefferson®, kién truc su, vao danh
sach cdc tong thong My néu trén.

® Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) la téng thdng thu 3 clia Hoa
Ky, ngudi da soan thao ban tuyén ngdn doc lap ndm 1776. Nguasi My
khong ai khong biét tén v téng théng nay, cling nhu Abraham Lin-
colnva George Washington.

Va 6ng Nolting nhan thdy anh mat 6ng Diém c6 vé
vui, mac dau 6ng Diém bao pho tong thong Johnson qua
16i. Con16i cua vi dai su chac 6ng Diém hiéu do chila cau
noi dua.

Vi da duogc vi tién nhiém cho biét trudc nén lan dau
tién hoi kién véi tong thong Diém tai Dalat, 6ng Nolting
da san sang dé chap nhan mot cudc doc thoai lién tu bat
tan. Nhung sau nay 6ng da viét:

“Cudc hoi dam cua chung toi kéo dai 6 gio. Thuc su, xem
ra khong thdy lau mdy, vi toi thdy nhung dé tai ma chung toi
thdo lugnvo cung hdp dén. Ong (Diém) khdi sy bang viéc gidi
thich lich st Viét Nam, tit thoi qud khit xa xdm qua cdc cudc
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chién tranh véi Trung Hoa, cudc chiém dong ciia quan Phdp,
qudan Nhat, va thoi ky hon logn sau thé chién 2. Nhing tai
liéu nghién ciiu phong phii vé dan toc Viét Nam, vé nguon goc,
van héa, va van ménh ctia dan toc do bdt dau trudc ky nguyén
Thién Chua gido, chdm dut, khong phdi trong hién tai, ma
mai nhiéu thé ky trong tuong lai. Nhing diéu do duoc trinh
bay bdi mot nguoi o rang bi dm dnh boi nhu cdu gidi thich
cho t0i, - va qua toi cho chinh phi ciia t6i - biét vo lé song ctia
ong, chinh la ciiu nudc 6ng mot lan nita thodt khoi nén vin
héa ngoqi lai, lan nay (nén van héa ngoai lai d6) khodc bo do
Cong san.

“Toi da co doc lich sit Viet Nam, va da biét cdc cudc chién
tranh gianh doc lap cua xit sé nay, va ciung da biét la ong Diém
hiéu biét tuong tan, thau ddo van dé. May mdn la t6i cung da
c6 mot can bdan hiéu biét ddng ké vé triét hoc va khoa ton gido
doi chiéu. Nhung toi hoan toan khong duoc chudn bi dé nghe
nhing diéu nhu thé nay. Cang nghe toi cang thich thi. Toi ddt
nhing cu hoi. Moi cau héi lai mé ra mot chuong mdi, va sau
mot thoi gian toi nhan ra sy ddn than tdn hién va long say mé
cuiia con nguoi nay, la nguoi da hién tron doi minh dé giit cho
bang duoc cdn cudc lich si ciia dan toc cia ong ta va ong ta
hiéu nd, yéu thich no.””

7 sdd trang 22-23. Nguyén van: “Our first conversation last six
hours. Actually, it did not seem nearly so long, for | found the sub-
jects we discussed fascinating. Diem led off with his interpretation
of Vietnamese history, from the ancient past, through the Chinese
wars, the French occupation, the Japanese conquest, and the con-
fused aftermath of World War Il. His richly documented survey of
the Vietnamese people, their origins, their culture,and their destiny

started before the Christian era and ended, not in the present, but
several centuries in the future. It was presented by a man obviously
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obsessed by the need to explain to me - and through me to my gov-
ernment - his raison d’étre, which was nothing less than to save his
country once again froman alien culture, coming this timeinagarb
of Communism. | had read some Vietnamese history, | knew about
its wars for independence, and | had heard of Diem’s depth of pene-
tration into a subject. Fortunately | had a considerable background
of philosophy and comparative religion. But | was not prepared for
anything like this. | listened with growing interest. | asked questions.
Each question opened up a new chapter, and after a while | began to
realize the dedication and passion of this man, who had devoted his
life to the preservation of his people’s historic identity, and under-
stood and loved it.”

Ong Nolting ghi nhan la téng théng Diém tuy ghét
nhing phuong phap va triét ly ciia 6ng H6 Chi Minh,
nhung kinh trong su quyét tam gianh doc lap cua ong
nay. Va theo 6ng Nolting c6 1& vi vay 6ng Diém c6 tranh
dua voi 6ng HO vé phuong dién git chu quyén cua VN
khong muoén dé mang tiéng lam theo lénh My. Mudn
thuc long giup VN trong viéc chong cong san thi phai
hiéu cai tam ly d6 ctia 6ng Diém. Khong nhan ra diéu
do thi thdy 6ng Diém 1a con ngudi ky bi. Ong viét 6 dau
chuong 4 Sdd nhu sau:

“Cho dén liic nay cdo budc quan trong nhdt ciia ong ta la
nguoi My can thiép vao noi b Viét Nam. Ong ta khong mudn
nguoi My doat ldy trach nhiém ciia Viét Nam. Ong ta khong
muon quan luc My chién ddu cho nén doc ldp va quyén tu
quyét ciia nhan dan mién Nam Viét Nam. Ong bdo t6i: ‘Néu
chung toi khong tu minh thdng cudc chién nay voi sy vién tro
v0 gid cia quy quoc thi nhu vdy ching toi sé thua va thua la
ddng dor’. Ong ta vo cung cuong quyét trong van dé nay vi
ong ta cdm thdy rang néu chinh phi Nam Viét Nam tré nén lé
thuoc vao Hoa Ky thi nhu vay ching té luan cu cua Viét Cong
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la dung. Viét Cong thuong noi rang: ‘Néu cdc anh cii dau than
phuc Hoa Ky thi cdc anh sé thdy cdc anh ding chila thudc dia
cuiia My ciing nhu 75 ndm vé trudc Viét Nam da tung la thudc
dia ctia Phdp.’ Vé diém té nhi nay toi da co thé tran an ong ta,
vi toan bo y niém cia nhung khuyén cdo cho todn ddc nhiém
cung nhu nhing hudn thi cho toi do tong thong Kennedy ban
hanh, la phdi givip Nam Viét Nam ty bdo vé nén doc lap tu do
ctia ho cho chinh ho.”8

85dd trang 33-34. Nguyén van: “By far the most important were
his charges of American interference in Vietnamese internal affairs.
He did not want South Vietnam’s responsibilities taken over by the
United States. He did not want the American forces to fight the bat-
tle for South Vietnamese independence and selfdetermination. ‘If
we can not win this struggle ourselves, he told me, ‘with the invalu-
ablehelpyouaregiving,then we deservetolose,and will lose’ He was
adamant about this because he felt that if the government of South
Vietnam become dependent on the United States, it would merely
prove the Vietcong argument that ‘if you bow down to the United
States, then you are going to find yourselves an American colony.
On this sensitive point | was able to reassure him, since the whole
idea behind the Task Force recommendations and my instructions
from President Kennedy was that we were going to help the South
Vietnamese maintain their freedom themselves, for themselves.”

O mot doan khac ong Nolting nhac lai va nhan manh
ca 2 vi téng thong Viét Nam va Hoa Ky déu khong muon
c6 quan tac chién tai Nam Viét Nam. Coi nhu d6 la mét
trong ba nguyén tac can ban cta vién trg My nham binh
dinh mién Nam Viét Nam chong chién tranh khuynh déao
va phd hoai cua cong san. Mot nguyén tac nua cing quan
trong khong kém la khong can thiép vao noi bo Viét Nam.
Ongviét:

“Viéc dua quan tdc chién vao Nam Viét Nam duoc logi bo.
Tong thong Diém khong muon cé chung. Tong thong Kennedy
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khong muon gii chiing sang. Nguyén tdc thit ba la Hoa Ky sé
khong can thiép vao noi b6 Nam Viét Nam, khong tim cdch
tiém quyén cua chinh phi Nam Viét Nam hay tim cdch kiém
sodt su diéu khién chién tranh.”

? sdd trang 39, nguyén van: “The introduction of U.S. combat
forces was ruled out. President Diem did not want them. President
Kennedy did not want to send them. Three, there would be no inter-
ference by the United States in South Vietnam internal affairs - no
attempt to usurp the powers of South Vietnamese government or
to take control of the conduct of the struggle.”

Ong Nolting d4 thanh cong trong viéc xin chinh quyén
My xdc nhan bang cong dién nhtng diéu do, khién ong
Di¢m hoan toan vua y. Nhung theo 6ng Nolting thi bao
chi My, dugc dai dién boi mot so rat it phdng vién tré
khong nam day du y nghia ctia nhiing nguyén tac can ban
do, va ca mot s6 16n gidi chuc cao cap trong bo ngoai giao
cung khong thau ddo hoan canh Viét Nam, hoac cé mac
cam tu ton doéi vé6i chinh quyén cua 6ng Diém cho nén
mai ¢6 nhiing chuyén €p téng thong Diém phai lam diéu
no, 4p dung bién phdp kia, ké ca viécloai trt nguoi em cua
téng thong Diém v.va, nghia la vi pham trang tron nhung
diéu da cam két, can thiép ngang nhién vao cong viéc noi
bé ctia mot chinh quyén hoyp hién, dugc nhan dan bau
lén. Trong s6 nhung nguoi nay ong da néu dich danh nha
bdo David Halberstam, thu trudéng ngoai giao Averell
Harriman va dai st Cabot Lodge, nguoi ké vi dng.

Veé thu trudng ngoai giao Harriman, 6ng da thuat lai
cudc hoi kién gay go cua 6ng nay véi tong thong Ngo
binh Diém vé vdn dé Ai Lao, dic biét 1a vé thda ude
trung lap hoa Ai Lao ma thoat tién téng thong Diém
khong chiu ky. Ong Harriman c6 1é cé ac cam voi téng
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théng Diém tu do. Ong da loi dung luc ngoai truéng
Dean Rusk va tong thong Kennedy ban tam vé nhiéu
van dé khdc quan trong hon nhu cudc khing hoang B4
Linh chang han, (gan nhu khoan trang vin dé Viét Nam
cho 6ng Harriman, nhu c6 lan 6ng Nolting xin y kién
ngoai truéng Dean Rusk dé giai quyét mot van dé Viét
Nam, 6ng Rusk da bao hoi 6ng Harriman va noi “Averell
(tén goi cua Harriman) is handling it”), dé cung vdi cac
ong Roger Hillsman va Michael Forrestal, nhan luc cac
vi téng thong, bo truéng quéc phong, bo trudéng ngoai
giao, Gidm déc CIA vang mat, thao cong dién khan gui
cho dai su Lodge bat dén xanh cho nhom tudéng lanh bat
man tién hanh cuoc dao chinh.

Ong Nolting khong da dong gi dén s6 tién triéu ma
trung tuéng Tran Van Don da ndi dén trong “Viét Nam
nhan chung” ctia 6ng, la mon tién CIA Lou Conein dung
dé “thulao” cho cac tudngtd dao chinh. Coléviongkhong
dugc biét hay biét ma khong nd ndi ra vi n6é qua do bén,
chang nhting si nhuc cac tuéng lanh Viét Nam ma con lam
mat danh du cta dai si Cabot Lodge, 1a dai dién cuia nudc
ong. Nhung 6ng da neéu tai liéu cua Ngt Gidc Dai ching
minh dai st Lodge va bo ngoai giao My cé nhung tay vao
cuoc dao chinh nay nhu chung téi da trung dan & trén.

Néu dai stt Nolting la nguoi c6 gitt nguyén tac khong
can thiépvaondibo Viét Nam va co chi dung ngoai giao va
giao té canhan cung véi phuong phap thuyét phuc dé gitap
chinh phu Ngé binh Diém cai tién, thi trdi lai, nguoi ké
vi 6ng la dai stt Henry Cabot Lodge (1902-1985) lai dung
thai do ké c4, bat than thién, tham chi miét thi dé lam 4p
luc v6i chinh quyén Diém. Va khi thdy khong thanh cong
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da giup cac phe phai chong déi khuynh dao, réi tién hanh
ddo chinh lat chinh phu hop hién dugc nhan dan bau lén.

Tuy vay sau nay thdy hau qua tai hai cua viéc lat 6ng
Di¢m, 6ng Lodge da c6 tu bao chuia 1a 6ng chi lam theo
lénh ctia bo ngoai giao muon téng thong Diém phai dua
ong Nhu di nudc ngoai, chu khong hé co y dinh giup phe
chéng déi lat 6ng Diém. Ong Lodge con de dat khen 6ng
Diém vé mot vai diém. Chang han, trong cuén “Bao co
nhiéu tam” (”The storm has many eyes”, W.W. Norton
Company Inc., New York, 1973) 6ng Lodge viét:

“Toi nhan huén thi néu (véi 6ng Diém) van dé dua ong
Nhurangoai quoc.”va”’Nhung éng ta (Diém) cing cé mat
hét suc hip dan. Ong ta 1a nguoi tiép khéach thanh lich,
nhu vg chong toi da nhan thay khi ong ta - trudc khi chét
mot tuan - dua chung toi di tham viing cao nguyén trong
cudc hanh trinh dai bang mdy bay thuong, mdy bay truc
thang, va xe hoi cuoi ngay thi téi thanh pho Dalat véi doi
nui rat ngoan muc. Ong ta la con nguoi can dam va yéu
qué huong 6ng ta. Mac dau chi mdéi quen biét 6ng ta vai
tuan l&, toi ciung dau buoén mot cach sau xa vé cai chét cua
ong ta va ghé tém vé cach thiic gay nén cdi chét do.”10

195dd tr. 207 va 208. Nguyén van: “l also was instructed to bring
up especially the idea of having Nhu leave the country. “ va ”But he
had amost attractive side as well. He was a very gracious host,as my
wife and | found when he took us—a week before his death—on an
airplane- helicopter-automobile trip to the high plateau, ending the
day at the charming hill town of Dalat. He was courageous and loved

his country. Although I had only known him for a few weeks, | was
deeply grieved by his death and horrified at the form it took.”

Ngoai nhung 1oi khen de dit nham vao cd nhan 6ng
Diém néu trén, 6ng Lodge gitt y khong khen ma ciing
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khong ché nhiing gi 6ng Diém da lam vdi tu cach nguoi
lanh dao chinh phu. Ong chi néi mét cach hét stic tom tat
va can nhac rang tuy 6ng Diém trong qud khu da la mot
nha lanh dao co6 kha ning, nhung chinh quyén 6ng da
budc sang giai doan két thucll,

"'sdd tr. 207, nguyén van: “Although President Diem had been

an effective leader in the past, his rule was clearly entering its ter-
minal phase.”

bé bao chura cho viéc lat d6 6ng Diém, xen vao noi bod
Viét Nam, 6ng Lodge da dua ra nhiing luan cu lung tung,
thiéu tinh thuyét phuc nhu sau:

“Ngay 25 thdng 8 toi nhdn cong dién, thuong cong bo, ti
Hoa Thinh Don néi rang Hoa Ky phdi “doi pho véi khd nang
loai trit ngay cd Diém.” Cong dién ndéi rang “Hoa Ky khong
thé chdp nhan tinh trang quyén hanh nam trong tay Nhu” -
khi noéi vé em omg Diém - va chi thi cho toi lam mot ké hoach
chi tiét xem bang cdch nao chung ta co thé thuc hién viéc thay
thé Diém.

“Thoat tién ké hoach ctia toi la truc tiép, hay qua trung
gian, tiép xiic vdi cdc tudng lanh ma ching toi tin la thich hop
lat tong thong Diém, dé biét y dinh ctia ho, tim biét chi tiét vé
cdc cudc diéu dong quan si, la diéu thuong cd tinh cdch quyét
dinh, roi sau d6 xem co thé lam duoc gi, néu co gi cé thé lam
duoc. Hon nita toi con dugc phép bdo cho cdc tu lénh thich hop
biét chung ta sé truc tiép ung ho trong bdt ci thoi ky chuyén
tiép nao néu thdt bai.

“Toi da lam hét siic minh dé thuc thi hudn thi da nhdn, ma
khong biét rang vao liic d6 cdc hudn thi dé chua duoc thong
qua béi cdc gidi chiic cao cdp nhdt.

“Ngay 25 thdng 8 toi dé nghi cho cdc tudng ma ching toi
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tin rdng thit nghich éng Diém biét rang Hoa Ky ung ho ong
Diém, nhung cé deé ddt nghiém trong doi véi ong ba Nhu.

“Ngay 28 thdng 8 b ngoai giao bdo t6i ho chdp thudn diéu
do, nhung van tin rang Nhu phdi diva “mot cudc ddo chinh la
cdn thiét.

“Rdt co thé nhing tir nay da la co s cho nguoi ta cdo budc
rdng cudc ddo chinh gt ong Diém, theo tai liéu Ngi Gidc Dai
duoc trich dan, dia duoc Hoa Ky cho phép, chdp thudn va
khuyén khich bang nhitng cdch khdc nhau.

“Ngay 30 thdng 8, cong dién ngay 25 va cong dién ngay 28
thdng 8 duoc hity bé. Su hiky bo nay thuc sy da gat b co s6 dé
cdo budc chinh phi Hoa Ky, dudi quyén tong thong Kennedy
da “cho phép, chudn y va khuyén khich cudc ddo chinh.”12

125 DD. tr. 208 va 209, nguyén vin: “On August 25 | received the
oft-published cable from Washington saying that the United States
must “face the possibility that Diem himself cannot be preserved.”
The cable said that “the United States cannot tolerate a situation
in which the power lies in Nhu ‘s hands” - referring to Diem’s broth-
er - and instructed me to “make detailed plans as to how we might
bring about Diem’s replacement.” My plans initially involved getting
in touch, in person or through others, with the generals believed to
be interested in overthrowing President Diem so as to learn of their
intentions, to get details on the specific troop movements which
are often so crucial, and then to see what, if anything, we should do.
I was further “authorized to tell the appropriate commanders that
we would give direct support in any interim period of breakdown.”
I did my best to carry out my instructions, not realizing at the time
that they had not been cleared at the highest levels. On August 25
I suggested that we tell the generals believed to be hostile to Diem
that the United States supported Diem, but had grave reservations
about Diem’s brother and sister-in-law. On August 28, the State De-
partment told me that it approved of this but it continued to believe
that Nhu must go and “coup will be needed.” Presumably, these are
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the words on which was based the accusation, subsequently made
so often, that the coup against Diem was, to quote the Pentagon
Papers, “variously authorized, sanctioned and encouraged” by the
United States. On August 30 the telegrams of August 25 and August
28 were canceled. This cancellation in effect removed the basis for
the charge that the United States government, under the adminis-
tration of President Kennedy, had “variously authorized, sanctioned
and encouraged a coup.”

O day 6ng Lodge chi néi dén am muu dao chinh, bat
thanh vi nhiéu ly do, dugc toan tinh vao ha tuan thang 8.
Ma khong noi gi dén cudc dao chinh ngay 1 thang 11. Dua
vao su hiy bo mot cong dién dé noi rang khong cé cong
dién dé 1a moét bién bach khong cé tinh thuyét phuc. Vico
thélay do dao chinh gap tré ngai nén bat dac di phai (tam
thoi) hty bo 1énh thuc hién, € ré6i 3 thang sau thuc hién.
Du sao thiy dinh thuc hién da co thuc.

Hon nita nhiing tai liéu sau da cho thay r6 ban tay ctia
chinh quyén kennedy trong cu¢c dao chinh khién ngay ca
Karnow cung phai cong nhan, nhu da thay trong chuong
11. Trong s6 nhting tac gia dugc trich dan trong soan phdm
nay Schlesinger, Cabot Lodge, Nguyén Chanh Thilanhting
nguoi cuc luc phu nhan khong hé c6 ban tay ctia My.

Co mot s6 su viéc cho thdy ong Cabot Lodge 1a ké xao
quyét. Ong tich cyc nh4t, néu khong ndi 1a tru cot trong
viéc lat va ca giét ong Diém ntia, nhung lai khong phé binh
hay ché trach 6ng Diém ma con khen, nhu da noi, mac dau
loi khen do6 khdc tat ca nhung 16i khen ctia nhung nguoi
nguong mo 6ng Diém. Thdy nhiéu nguoi, ké ca H6 Chi
Minh, khen 6ng Diém 1a nguoi yéu nudc, thi 6ng cting mién
cuongviét: “Ongtayéunudc ongta” (heloved his country),
chu khong dung nhiing ti “nationalist, hay patriot”.
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Ong Nolting cho biét khi gidp nhau ¢ Honolulu hai
nguoi xem ra dong y voi nhau la khong nén xen vao néi
bo cua Viét Nam va o6ng Lodge co vé san sang ti€p tuc
duong 16i ctia 6ng Nolting. Nhung khi dén Saigon 6ng da
lam nguoc han lai. Chi moét thoi gian vin sau ngay trinh uy
nhiém thu, 6ng khong thém gdp 6ng Diém va ngay ca dai
tuong Harkins la nguoi cé cung quan diém chinh tri voi
ong Nolting.

Trong thoi gian c6 vu khuing hoang Phat gido, 6ng
Lodge da cho thuong toa Tri Quang trén ngay trong toa
dai st My. Nhung dakhonglam gi dé bio dam an toan tinh
ménh cho hai 6ng Diém Nhu ltc bj 1at. Thé ma trong hoi
ky “Bao co6 nhiéu tam” 6ng lai ndi la rat dau long va kinh
tém vé hinh thuc cdi chét cta 6ng Diém. Su gia Hoang
Ngoc Thanh da goi thai d¢ naylanuéc mat ciiaké st nhan
khécnannhan cuay.

Ong McNamara trong phuc trinh gui téng théng
Johnson cu6i nam 1963, 2 thang sau khi 6ng Diém bj lat
do6, daviét rang ong Cabot Lodge suét doiluon hanh dong
thui thui mot minh, chang mang dén ai, (tailiéu Ngu Giac
bai trang 272) c6 y néi 6ng khong chiu tham khao y kién
ctia cac co quan ban hay chinh quyén nudc ban. Viét Nam
ta cé cau: “Ao rdm ma lam c4 tré, nhting nguoi 14m ngdm
ma ghé tinh than”.

Luat su Lam Lé Trinh gan day c6 nhan xét trén to
nguyét san Dién Dan Phu Nu cuéi nam 1997, dai y tiéc
rang long tu i qua cao cua hai 6ng Lodge va Diém da dan
dén cai chét bi tham ctia 6ng nay. Tuy khong hoan toan
dong y voi vi cuu bo trudng Tu Phap dé nhat Cong Hoa,
toi cung co y nghi 6ng Lodge 1a con nguoi day long tu ton,
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vi tu 4i cd nhan cliing c6é ma vi tu i dan téc cing c6, 6ng
muon téng théng ctia nudc ban phai khuat phuc trudce
cuong luc cua mot siéu cuong ma khong dugc, nén tha hy
sinh 6ng Diém chu khong dé mang tiéng khuét phuc 6ng
Diém. Khi gan chét 6ng da phai thu nhan 6ng sai. Loi theo
c4i saiva su that bai ctia nude MY.B
B“Fromtrustto tragedy” trang 136. Nolting viét: “Trudc khi qua
doivao ndm 1985, dai su Cabot Lodge da glii thu cho ngudi ban cti la
Corliss Lamont, ma éng da bat déng quan diém vé chinh sach Viét
Nam trong thai gian lau. Buc thu nay da dugc codng bé trén “tap san
Harvard thang 11 nam 1985. Nguyén vén buc thu: “Dear Corliss, Re-
garding your open letter of November 1,1965, concerning me - you
were right - We were wrong and we failed - | should have resigned
sooner. Thank you for your most interesting book which I am read-
ing with avidity. Best wishes always, Cabot. August 2, 1984.” Tam
dich: “Corliss than. V& buc thu ngé ctia anh dé ngay 1thang 11 nam
1965 lién quan dén toi - anh noi dung - chung ta da lam va da that bai.
bang & toi da phai tu chiic sém hon. Cam on anh vé cudn sach hay
nhéat cliaanh matéi dang doc véi suthem khat.

Ngoai 6ng Cabot Lodge, Nolting cting néi dén mot
nguoi khdc tai bo ngoai giao cé trach nhiém 1on trong viéc
lat 6ng Diém la thu trudng ngoai giao Averell Harriman
(thang chuc thu trudng ngay 4 -4-1963), ma 6ng cho la
conngudinéng ndy, buéngbinh, hanh dong theo cam tinh
hon la theo ly tri. C6 lan 6ng Harriman da quat thdo bao
ong “Hayim cdi mom. Toi da nghe 6ngnoi dieu do roi.” Ve
tinh uong nganh, buéngbinh, Nolting chorang Harriman,
Ng6 binh Diém hai ngudi mot bén tdm lang mot bén cting
nuia can. Nhung ly do cua su budng binh thi lai khdc. Ong
viét: “ONG DIEM LA CON NGUOI BUONG BINH. Ong
Harriman cungvay. biéukhac biét, theo thiénkién,lamot
nguoi thi cé nhingly do thong minh dé gitt 1ap trudng cua
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minh, con mot nguoi thikhong. Ho da dung nhaukichliét
1an dau tién vé vin dé hiép udc 1962 vé Ai Lao.”1#

" sdd trang 81. Nguyén van: “Ng6 Binh Diém was a stubborn
man. So was Harriman. The difference, it seemed to me, was that the
one had intelligent reasons for his position and the other did not.
They clashed first over the Laos treaty of 1962.”

baylahiép uéc nham trunglap hoa Ai Lao ma Harriman
c6thé dugc coinhutdcgia chinh. Hiép udc naylaloilamlon
vé chién lugc ctia Hoa Ky ma Harriman dai dién, Harriman
mot cuu dai su My tai Mac Tu Khoa tu nhiéu nam trudc,
nguoi tu phu am tuong chién luoc cong san, dac biét tin
tuong mot cdch ngay ngo6 rang minh ndm chac phia Lién S6
khong doi nao dé dan em Bac Viét vi pham; nhung thuc té
Béc Viét da luon luon vi pham ma Lién S6 chang bao gio co
hanh dong gi nhu long mong moi cua Harriman. Ong Diém
da canh cdo truéc ma Harriman khong tin, nhat dinh dung
ap luc “Cup vién tro” dé ép 6ng Diém. Nho tai thuyét phuc
ctia 6ng Nolting, nhu 6ng nay da viét, chi khong vi ap luc
tho bao ctia Harriman, 6ng Diém da nin nhin va chiu ky dé
bam lay vién trg My ma chong choi véi cong quan ma 6ng
nhin thay té tuong dang duoc tang cuong cang ngay cang
nhiéu do céi hiép uéc ngu xudn nay.

Tac phdm “From trust to tragedy” chi dai 130 trang,
khong ké phan hinh anh, ghi chu. Nhung d6 1a 130 chung
ctt hung hén vé long yéu nudc ctia dng Diém, con nguoi
quyét tam bao vé cht quyén cta Viét Nam dén chét. Ong
Nolting da khong ngan ngai t6 gidc, 1én 4n nhiung nguoi
dong huong cua 6ng dé ching minh long yéu nudc cua
ong Diém. Vi vay ma khong thiéu nguoi My ghét ong.
Nhung 6ng da can dam, noi guong Ngo6 Dinh Diém git tiét
thdo ctia minh dé néilén su thuc.



Chuong 19
Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr:
Diém la nguoi hét stic cau né
truyén thong. Ong ta thi hanh
mot chinh sach gia dinh tri theo
kiéu Dong Phuong

‘ rthur M. Schlesinger (15-10-1917) la su gia da tung

duoc giai thuéng Pulitzer vé lich su va cung da tung
la gido su s, truong dai hoc néi tiéng Harvard. Ong duoc
téng thong John F. Kennedy chon lam phu td dac biét, c6

mot van phong lam viéc ngay tai toa Bach Oc. Vi vay 6ng
da co thé quan sdt, theo doi moi hoat dong khong nhiing
cta riéng téng thong ma con cia chinh phu, dong thoi
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gian tiép theo doi tinh hinh cac quoc gia colién hé véi Hoa
Ky trong thoi gian téng thong Kennedy tai chuic, trong do
c6 Viét Nam. Nam 1965, tuc 2 nam sau khi téng thong
Ngo binh Diém bi lat d6, Schlesinger cho ra doi cuén
“Mot nghin ngay”! n6i vé gan ba nam cAm quyén caa téng
théng Kennedy.? Trong téc pham trén 1000 trang nay 6ng
da dé ra hai chuong XX va XXXVII, tong cong 65 trang dé
noi vé hoat dong cta téng thong Kennedy tai Nam Viét
Nam va moi tuong quan gitta hai vi téng thong Hoa Ky va
Viét Nam, nhatlavé nhung quyét dinh quan trong ctia toa
Bach Oc trudc khi hai vi téng théng nay bi sat hai chi cach
nhau 3 tuén 1é dan dén tham kich cho ca hai quéc gia.

Co lé dé bénh vuc téng thong Kennedy, hoac khong
dugc doc nhung dién tin mat trao déi gita dai su Cabot
Lodge va cdc gidi chuic bo ngoai giao, ciung nhu gitia tdng
thong Kennedy va 6ng Lodge, nén st gia Schlesinger la
mot trong nhiing nguoi kich liét pht nhan tin ¢6 ban tay
nguoi My trong cudc dao chinh 1963 tai Saigon.® Ong viét:

“Piéu quan trong can noi chorolacudc dao chinh ngay
1 thang 11 ndm 1963, hoan toan dugc hoach dinh va thi
hanh béi nguoi Viét Nam. Toa dai st My cting nhu CIA
khong co lién he trong viéc xui bdy hay thi hanh.”*

! Nguyén tac A thousand days, the Riverside Press, Cambridge. 1965.

2 T6ng thdng Kennedy tuyén thé nham chic ngay 20 thang 1nam 1961 va bi
am sat ngay 22 thang 11 nam 1963, ding 3 tuan sau khi dng Diém bj sat hai.

3 Cac tuéng D6 Mau va Nguyén Chanh Thi, cé |é da doc tac phdm nay trudc
khiin héi ky, cing quyét liét pha nhan nhu vay dé chay téi lam tay sai cho My sat
hai mét lanh tu quéc gia dating dugc cac éng dé coinhu lanh tu cta chinh minh.

4sdd trang 997. Nguyén van: “It is important to state clearly that the coup of
November 1, 1963, was entirely planned and carried out by the Vietnamese. Nei-
therthe American Embassy northe CIAwereinvolved ininstigation or execution.”
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bé mot lan nua quyét liét bénh vuc cho téng thong
Kennedy tdc gia con noi chinh téng thong bao néu dai su
Lodge dongy thi chung ta nén chi thi cho 6ng 4y ngan can
cuoc dao chinh®. Colé tac gia muén néi téng théng khong
muon lat 6ng Diém, nhung vi 4p luc cua bo Ngoai giao
va toa dai su? Nhung tdc gia lai cting bénh vuc ca dai su
Lodge bang cach trung dan su viéc chinh 6ng Lodge dan
do doc Felt toi tham 6ng Diém vao trua ngay ddo chinh
dé chung minh rang 6éng Lodge chang biét gi ca. Nhung
néu da doc 6ng Tran Van bon va Newman, thi lai thay su
c6 mat cua 6ng Lodge tai dinh téng thong Viét Nam vao
gio dolanhdam cam chan 6ng Diém dé ong takhoi di Dalat
thinh linh ma héng ké hoach®.

Cung dé gian ti€ép chung minh téng théng Kennedy
khong muoén lat hay it nhdt khong muoén éng Diém chét,
tdc gia da thuat lai thai d¢ ctua téng thong Kennedy khi
nghe tin 6ng Diém chét va dugc cac tuéng chu truong dao
chinh tuyén b6 6ng Dié¢m tu sat nhu sau:

“T6i gap téng thong chang bao 1au sau khi 6ng nghe tin
Diém, Nhu da chét. Ong rdu ri, xao xuyén. Tl sau vu Vinh
Con Heo dén gio toi chua thay 6ng phién muén dén thé.
Cac tudng Saigon cho rang 6ng Diém tu tu; nhung téng
thong Kennedy lac dau, khong tin 1a mot nguoi Cong Gido
nhu 6ng lai ¢6 thé tim cai chét theo kiéu do. Ong cting noi
rang 6ng Diém “da chién d4u cho xu sé dng suot 20 nam
rong vakhong thé dé su viéc két thuc nhu thé nay duoe.””

> Ibid. Nguyén van: “If Lodge agreed, the president said, we should instruct
himto discourage the coup.” May tiéng “néu dng Lodge dongy” (If Lodge agreed)
nghe that lataiva kho hiéu. Tai sao lai phai co cai diéu kién la 6ng Lodge dong y?
6 1.
Ibid.
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Vi gan téng thong Kennedy nén 6ng nhan thédy ro6 co
hai phe chong d6i nhau trong chinh quyén vé van dé tinh
hinh an ninh va thuc chéit ché d6 mién Nam Viét Nam
luc 4y. Theo o6ng thi cdc tuéng McGarr, Harkins va dai
st Nolting ing ho 6ng Diém va bao cdo tot vé chinh phu
ctuia 6ng. Con cdc 6ng Harriman, Hilsman 6 b ngoai giao
va nhat 1a cdc phong vién cua cac thong tan va nhing to
bdo 16n 6 My, nhat la 6 mién Bong Bac thi cho rang khong
thé thang néu con dé o6ng Diém. Va tac gia dung vé phe
nay. Bang chung la 6ng khen ngoi nhung ky gia c6 Neil
Sheehan, David Halberstam va Malcolm Browne. Ong da
trung lai nguyén van ctia David Halberstam viét vé Dai su
Nolting goi 6ng nay 12 tay sai ctia 6ng Diem.? Vi vay éng
da phé binh téng thong Ngo6 binh Diém mot cdch gay gat
nhu sau:

7 sdd trang 998, nguyén van: “l saw the president soon after he heard that
Diem and Nhu were dead. He was somber and shaken. | had not seen him so
depressed since the Bay of Pigsa. The Saigon generals were claiming that he
killed himself; but the president, shaking his head, doubted that, as a Catholic,
he would have taken this way out. He said that Diem had fought for his country
for twenty years and that it should not have ended like this.”

Theo tién si Ellen Hammer viét trong tac pham “A Death in November”, thi
khi mét nguoi ban cé an Ui téng théng Kennedy bang cach noi dau sao thi hai
6ng Diém Nhu cling chila “nhing tén bao chia” (khong dang cho téngthéngau
sau), dngKennedy danoi: “Khéng. Cac 6ngdy da évao moétvithékho khan. Vada
lam diéu t&t nhat cé thé lam duoc cho qué huong minh.” Nguyén van: “A friend
try to rally his spirits by saying Diem and Nhu after all had been tyrants. “No,” he
said. They were in a difficult position. They did their best they could for their
country.” (SBD trang 30T)

85dd trang 984: Nguyén van: “The US Embassy,” David Halberstam wrote in
acharacteristic outburst, “turned into the adjunct of adictatorship. Intrying to
protect Diem from criticism, the Ambassador became Diem’s agent.”
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“Ong Diém, con nguoi hét stic cau né truyén théng,
da thuc thi mét chinh sach gia dinh tri theo kiéu dong
phuong. Ong ta ndm tron quyén hanh trong tay, coi d6i
lap nhu phan boi, biéu 16 su khinh miét cac co ché nong
can, hoi hot cua nén dan chu tay phuong va nham tdi viéc
khoi phuc nén dao ly An Nam c6 xua.”

Ong cting phé binh ph¢ téng théng Lyndon B. Johnson
da thiéu khon ngoan khi ca ngoi 6ng Diém la Churchill
“ctia mién Nam”?

Mot ong phu td dac biét cua tong thong phé binh 6ng
pho téng théng la khong khon ngoan (imprudent) thi
cung dugc di. Nhung mét nha bao néi tiéng goi vi dai dién
cho siéu cuong My la tay sai cua 6ng Diém, dang bi duluan
bao chi va nhan dan My - do bao chi huéng dan - khinh
ghét, thico dang chovi phu td dac biét thich thumadé cao
hay khong ma dem trung dan ¢ day? Theo tinh than ton
trong 1é nghia ctia nguoi bong Phuong, thiét tudng chi co
tré con mdi an néi xang bay nhu David Halberstam. C6
lé trong tinh than tu do bdo chi tuyét doi véi phong cdch
luén c6i mo cua nhan dan My, 6ng phu ta Schlesinger
cho rang n6i nhu vay khong phai 1a si nhuc ca nude My co
nguoi dai dién di lam tay sai cho mot nguoi khongragi, va
nguoc lai cting ching gian tiép dé cao qua 16 moét vi téng
thong cé dai dién siéu cuong Hoa Ky lam tay sai. Nén nhé
la viéc b6 nhiém dai st phai dugc quoc hoéi chap thuan va
phai tuyén thé khi nham chuc.

Noi chung, tuy cé thién vé phe chéng 6ng Diém nhung
tac gia “Mot nghin ngay” cung c6 ché khen 6ng Diém mot
cdch de dat. Ong viét:

?5dd trang 541.
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“Di nhién muc séng nguoi dan da 1én cao mau le tai
mién Nam hon mién Béc la noi 6ng H6 chi Minh tap
trung vao dau tu hon la tiéu thu. Va chinh 6ng Dié¢m cé
vé 1a nguoi ngay thang va cuong quyét, tan tam va liém
khiét,”10

Doc médy hang “Ong H6 Chi Minh tap trung vao dau tu
hon la tiéu thu”, nguoi doc thay tac gia “Mot nghin ngay”
1o rang co y bién bach cho 6ng Ho vé su ngheo tung cuc
khé cua nhan dan mién Béac dudi quyén ctia 6ng Ho. Néu
6ng Ho co dau tu chang 1a dau tu vao chién tranh, chudn
bi dé khuynh ddo vaxam chiém mién Nam. Hon ntta dung
ratrong nhting nam 1955va 1956, khi ma 6 mién Nam ong
Diém bat dau kién thiét va cham lo cho doi séng dan qué
trong cac chuong trinh dinh cu, dinh dién, khu tru mat
v.va thi 6 mién Bac 6ng HO giao cho hai 6ng Truong Chinh
va Ho Viét Thang theo 1énh Trung Quéc phat dong cude
cai cach rudng dat véi nhung cudc dau té long troi 16 dat
dudi su cé van chi dao truc tiép ctia cac c6 van Tau céd mat
tai hién truong.

Cdc ong Bui Tin va Hoang Hau Quynh, nhtng can bd
cong san tuong doi cao, trong hoi ky da noi kha nhiéu vé
nhiing cudc ddu t6 rung ron nay ma tiéu chudn phai la
moi xa tim cho ra bang dugc 5 “dia chu” hay “cuong hao
dc ba” dé hanh quyét khién hang van nguoi trong do co
hang ngan dang vién bi chét oan. Va sau cai cach ddm mau
la stra sai bip bom, duoc dung nhu cai bay, céi ro dé dang

0'5dd tr. 538, nguyén van: “Living standards, indeed, had risen faster in
South than in North Vietnam, where Ho Chi Minh concentrated on investment
rather than consumption. And Diem himself seemed a man of rectitude and
purpose, devoted and incorruptible.



206 minhvo

lua nhiing nha vén, nha tri thic ngay tinh hay ngay ngo
chuivao cho dangbatbo tu hay cho di an tri, ké ca nha dai
tri thuc da cic cung phuc vu dang trong nhiing ngay kho
khan la luat su Nguyén Manh Tuong, nha dai tri thic s6
mot thoi do.

Nhung tai sao mot gido su, mot st gia nhu Shlesinger
khongbiét diéu dé? Labsivi cac nhabdao nhu Halberstam,
Sheehan, Browne ma éng trung dan 6 trén khong biét hay
biét rat it ma khong néi vi thién vi. Thuc ra nhung gi xay
ra trong khoi cong san thuong dugc hang rao tre, hang
rao sat bung bit hét. Bdo chi cta cong san khong giong
bdo chi Tay Phuong. Ho chi la cong cu ctia dang, chi néi
nhting gi ddng cho phép ndéi. Cac nha bdo Tay phuong luc
ay khong thé ngo dugc. Vi vay ké ra luc do thi cung khong
dang trach 1dm. Nhung khi da c6 hang ngan, hang tram
ngan nguoi chung kién nhiung su thuc do di cu vao Nam
hay chay ra nudc ngoai thuat lai nhung diéu ho duoc mat
thdy tai nghe ma cac nha bdo hay st gia van khu khu git
thanh kién hay thién kién cti méi thuc dang trach.



Chuong 20
Neil Sheehan: Diém la nguoi
xao quyét, gian tra, la tén phan
déng cudng nhiét, muén tai lap
triéu dai nha Ngo

eil Sheehan (sinh
thdang 10ndm 1936)
la phéng vién chién
truong cua hang Thong
Tan UPI va nhat bdo
New York Times, ddo

nham nhiém sé & Nam
Viet Nam vao thiang 4
nam 1962, mot thang trudc khi trung ta John Paul Vann
dén My Tho, binh Tuong lam c6 van cho tu lénh su doan
7 Iic dy 1a dai t4 Huynh Van Cao. Nho cé dugc nhung tai
liéu mat ma trung ta Vann cung cap, Neil Sheehan da dé

Hinh: T.L.

ra 16 nam viét mot cudn sach trén 800 trang (thuoc loai
“Best Seller”) vé hoat dong cua vi trung ta hang say chong
cong nay suot trong hai nhiém ky ctia 6ng tai mién Nam
Viét Nam. Cudn sach nhan dé: A bright shining lie (tam
dich: “biéu déi tra ruc ré xan lz_m”),1 mod dau bang mot
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tang 1¢ long trong danh cho mot anh huing ctia My da hy
sinh khi thi hanh nhiém vy tai Viét Nam, do6 chinh 1a John
Paul Vann. Thi hai cua Vann dugc chon tai nghia trang
Arlington. Sau tang lé truéng nam ctia Vann dugc cung
véi gia dinh dén gap téng thong Nixon nhan huan chuong
Tu Do cua téng thong la huan chuong cao quy bac nhi cua
My ban tang nguoi cha qua c6 cia anh. Tac gia da c6 y dua
nhung hinh anh that vi dai va cdm dong véi nhiéu tinh tiét
hép dan vao doan md dau nay dé gay 4n tuong manh noi
doc gia, khién nguoi doc khong khéi kham phuc nguoi
qua co, dé roi trong nhuing doan sau sé dugc doc nhuing
161 cua vi trung ta “anh hiing” nay, do tac gia thuat lai, léen
an chinh quyén va ca nhan téng théng Ngo6 binh Diém,
va 6 nhung doan ké ti€p 1én an va si nhuc tat ca nhung
chinh quyén sau 6ng Diém 6 mién Nam. Phan thu muc ¢
cudi sach cho thay tdc gia da tham khao trén dudi 300 tac
phdm. Nhung phan chinh van 1a nhiting tai liéu mat ma tac
gia nhan duoc hoac truc ti€p cua trung ta Vann, hodc do
bavo dalydi ctua 6ng trao lai.

boc 250 trang dau, nguoi doc khong khoi cam phuc vi
trung ta c6 van My coi cudc chién chéng cong ctia mién
Nam nhu cta chinh 6ng, coi nhan dan Viét Nam nhu
chinh déngbao ctia 6ng. Ong khong tir nan mot viéc gi ma
khong lam dé€ mau chién thang cong san, ké ca viéc ninh
vaboc thom ong tulénh Viét Nam Huynh Van Cao dé 6ng
nay lam theo nhung ké hoach cua 6ng hau c6 thé mau di

' Nha xudt ban Random 1988. Cting c6 ngusi dich tua sach la “Su ltra d8i hao
nhoang”, CNN (but hiéu ctia Nguyén Ngoc Chan), khi diém cudn phim truyén
hinh cung tén dua trén cét truyén clia Sheehan, da dich la Chuyén Ba Xao Hao
Nhoang.
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dén thanh cong, va ké ca viéc cé thuyét phuc cap trén cua
minh 14 dai tuéng Harkins vé nhung ké hoach ma 6ng cho
rang chi cé thé maoi thanh cong.

Qua cac hanh dong va tré ngai kho khén cua trung ta
Vann, tac gia da dan nguoi doc dén cho phai két an tudng
Harkins, dai td Cao va dich than téng thong Diém la nhiing
nguoi “coi thuong sinh mang dan qué”, khong hiéu gi vé
chién tranh du kich, chién tranh khuynh déo va chi lo git
dia vi ciia minh dé€ lanh vién trg, y vao vién trg, y vao suc
manh cta khong quan My, chu khong muén quan si Viét
Nam dudi quyén chién ddu chong cong. Nhung gi hai éng
Karnow (chuong 11) va Newman (chuong 16) da néi vé
moét khédu lénh matnao do cua téng thong Diém cam cdc tu
lénh khong dugce dé cho quan si mé nhung cudc hanh quan
gay thuong vong 16n déu da duoc viét theo hodc trich dan
Sheehan, va éng nay cting chi trich dan trung td Vann.

Nhung ngoai cdi chét trong khi thi hanh nhiém wvu,
va thién chi chién dau chéng du kich quan céng san cta
trungta Vann, tac gia con cho thay tinh tinh val6i séng bat
thuong gan nhu thac loan cta vi trung ta nay é chuong 7,
khién nguoi doc phai dat ddu héi vé nhting nhan dinh cta
chinh vi trung t4 nay. Theo Sheehan thi Vann c¢ cha that
nghiép vi mac bénh cao 4p huyét, c6 me nat rugu, chét co
don trong truong hop say ruou vi da ly di chong, cac em
khong chua chdp néi vi luon say sua, thé mura ra nha ho.
Vann thuong chi ngt moéi dém hai gio. Bém nao & Saigon
cung lam tinh vdi hai, ba c6 gai tré, ma khong hé bi suy
kiét, trai lai con thém cuong trang(?)*+] Sheehan thuat

(9 sdd tr. 599. Nguyén van: “Ellsberg was not alone among Vann’s friends
in noticing that when Vann was in Saigon he often made love to two or three



210 minhvo

lai mét cdch than phuc méi tinh cua trung ta Vann véi hai
nguoi dan ba Viét Nam, mot co tén la Lee nao do (tac gia
déitén dé tranhtiéngchogiadinh c6 gai) co chatunglabo
trudéng ma Vann da dung manh 16i rat tdm thuong cia mot
tén tan gai chuyén nghiép dé dua vao bay, va nguoi con gai
thildy lam thich thu dugc sa vao cdi bay d6. Sheehan cung
noila Vann da co vo con (6ng khong mang sang Viét Nam
hay Thai Lan hodc Phi Luat Tan nhu céc si quan cao cap
khac ma dé lai My, tiéu bang Colorado) nhung da néi déi
la doc than, tu rut di ca chuc tudi dé danh ltta co6 Lee, v.v.
Con co6 Lee thi lam nhu khong dé y dén chiéc nhan cusi
ma Vann deo hom trude da bién mat vao ngay hom sau.
Cungvan theo Sheehan thi trong khi cip ke voi Lee, Vann
con du dé duoc mot nit sinh 17 tudi, xin nhac lai 17 tudi,
ténla Annie (da dugctdc gia déitén), con mot nhatrithuc
¢ Dalat, cho c6 dy moét cai bau, roi ép co ta phd thai. Co
Lee cung phai phd thai hai lan. Nghia la Vann da tai tinh
lira d6i ca hai c6. Ching c6 nao biét chuyén gitta co kia véi
Vann, ciing nhu vo chang 6 Colorado chang hay biét gi vé
nhtng c6 Lee, c6 Annie, hay cé nao khdc. Cau chuyén tinh
ho kéo dai nhiéu nam qua nhiéu trang sdch (tu trang 599
dén trang 606.)

O chuong I, sau khi thuat chuyén trung t4 Vann mot
minh 14i xe jeep tu Saigon di My Tho an toan trén chéng

different young women a day. This repeated sexual jousting that would have
exhausted most men seemed to invigorate Vann”. Tam dich: “Ellsberg khéng
phai la ngudi duy nhat trong sé ban beé ctia Vann nhan thay rang khi & Saigon,
moi ngay Vann nang lam tinh véi hai hay ba phu nirtré. Nhing cuéc lam tinh lién
tuc nhu diing sTddu thuong thé nay dang ly phai lam cho hau hét moi ngusi mét
lavakiét stic, nhung xem ra cang lam cho Vann thém cuong trang”
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duong 50 ddm vao ngay 21 thdng 5 ndm 1962 (trang 46),
tac gia chorang cong quan han ché khung b6 doi véi nguoi
My trong nhing nam dau nay dé gay cam tinh voi nhan
dan My, (trang 48), chukhong chiu nhan rang cho tdi thoi
gian do, (thdng 5 nam 1962) chinh quyén Ngo6 binh Di¢m
van con gitt dugc an ninh tuyét déi trén nhing truc 10
chinh 6 mién Nam.

Cuu dai su F. Nolting, nham chuc vao thang 5 ndm
trudc, cing da viét trong cuén “Tu Tin Cay Bén Tham
Kich” rang vao cu6i nam 1962 é6ng va gia dinh 6ng cé
thé di Vang Tau va ba-Lat ma khong can c¢6 ho tong v
trang[*] Ngoai ra cting trong nam d6 vo con 6ng Colby
(xem chuong 3) con co thé di xe qua beo Hai Van gita
Hué va ba Nang chi véi mot si quan dudi quyén 6ng mot
cach an toan.

Va tinh hinh d¢ sé chi thay d6i nhanh chong khi nguoi
My am muu bang moi cach 1at 6ng Diém va ho tro cho cac
cudc gay roi cuia phe Phat Gido An Quangdo TT. Thich Tri
Quang lanh dao vao mdy thdng sau. Cu6i cung da trd nén

hét suc toi té sau khi 6ng Diém d6, hon mét nam sau.?

® Nguyén tac From Trust to Tragedy, Praeger, New York 1988. Trang 56.
Nguyén van: “By the end of 1962 my family and | could drive to Cap St. Jacques
or Dalat without armed escort.

¢ Honorable men trang 179, nguyén van: “Heinzen Barbara (ba Colby, chu
thich clia soan gia.) and Catherine (con) drive over the Hai Van pass between
Hue and Danang with one of the officers leading our northern operations, and
taking the family for a final call on President Diem, where they watched and lis-
tened while he explained his satisfaction with how things were going.”

2 Ciing nhu trudc d6 10 thang khi phé téng théng L.B.Johnson sang Viét
Nam khéng so nguy hiém len 16i vao gitia dam déng & Saigon, cac nha bao My
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Cung trong doan 1 téc gia ché diéu dai t4 Huynh Van
Cao c6 mot 6ng vua “xdao quyét chuyén gian lan dé thu
thang” nhu sau:

“Khi ndi vé long sung kinh ctia minh d6i voi Diém,
Cao bao 6ng 4y la “vua ctia to6i”. Vua ctia Cao la CON
NGUOI XAO QUYET c6 nhiéu manh 16i gian lan dé
tranh thit bai”.3

Sang doan II, Sheehan viét:

“DIEM LA TEN PHAN DPONG NANG NO muén sang
lap mot triéu dai moi cho dong ho Ngo tai mét xi sé ma
hau hét nhung nguoi biét nghi déu cho rang triéu dai la

cting phé binh 6ng la liéu mang mét cach vo 16i chi khéng ddm nhan rang du cé
bi chéng déi gi di ntra, chinh quyén Ngé Binh Diém clng gitr dugc an ninh tuyét
d6i cho nhan dan & thi dé. Va pho téng théng Johnson, tin tudng noi bao cdo
trung thuc clia cac tusng c6 van My va nhat la cta dai st Nolting, ngudi di sat vdi
6ng Diém va tin tuéng vao duic d6 va kha ndng ctia 6ng Diém, chit khong phai vi
ong liéu mang mét cach vo I16i nhu cac phdng vién My cédo budc.

[+++) Ngoai ra ciing can Iuu y [a tinh hinh an ninh vao nhing thang cudi 1962
tré nén xau mot phan 16n con la hau qua cutia chinh sach clia chinh quyén Ken-
nedy vé Ai Lao, ma ngudi tru cét thuc hién chinh sach nay la Averell Harriman,
nham trung lap hoa nudc cé vi tri chién lugc nay, dua dén mat Ai Lao vao tay
coéng san Bac Viét, khién cong san co thé tai quan va vi khi vao mién Nam mét
cach 6 at qua dudng mon H6 ChiMinh. Ong Diém da biét ro dién tién vahau qua
claviéc trung lap hoa Ai Lao, nén da néu van dé véi pho téng théng Johnson va
tudng Maxwell Taylor, Iic dy la chd tich ban tham muu lién quan My dén tham
Viét Nam vao nam trudc. Va téng théng Diém ciing da nght dén viéc ky khan cép
v6i Hoa Ky moét hiép udc song phuong dé cho Hoa Ky dem quan vao véi diéu
kién My chi dong quéan & viing gidi tuyén, hau chan su xam nhap 6 at ctia cong
quan, stra chra phan nao 16i 1am cuc ky quan trong clia Harriman vé chién lugc.
Ong Diém cling nhu téng théng Eisenhower la nhiing ngusi am hiéu chién lugc,
chang nhiing khéng dugc cac nha ngoai giao trong chinh quyén Kennedy nghe,
ma ho con chéng lai va lam nguagc lai. Chinh téng théng Eisenhower mét ngay
trudc khi roi nhiém sé da cdn than can dan viténg théng dac clr Kennedy la phai



ngd dinh diém:Ioikhentiéngché 213

thu 161 thoi roi. Ngay xua, hoi thé ky thu 10 da ting ¢ lan
co mot triéu dai nha Ngo, ton tai chang bao lau.*

Vé nhung thanh qua ma 6ng Diém thau dat duoc trong
hai nam dau, tac gia gan cho muu meo va tai tri ctia dai td
Lansdale, la nguoi ma 6ng goi la ké khai sdng ra Viét Nam
Cong Hoa. Ong cho ring néu khong co Lansdale thi 6ng
Diém da bi loai r6i. Vé cudc don tiép than tinh va nong
nhié¢t ma dan chung Tuy Hoa danh cho 6ng Di¢m khi 6ng
dén tham lan dau tién, (tuén dén quanh 6ng, giam ca 1én
chan “lamlam giay 6ng”), tac gia cing néi dolavidan hiéu
k¥, va da quen mém hoan ho cac can bo cong san trudc kia
roi, nén khi nghe nhung dau hiéu cua nhing c6 mdi ma
ong Nhu phai ra trudc dé chuén bi, bat chudc giong nhu
can b6 cong san dalam trudc kia, thibén cinghoan ho, va
vO tay theo nhu cai may, chu chang phai thuc long, viho co
biét 6ng Diém la ai dau.> Sheehan viét:

“Nam Viét Nam, cé thé ndi thuc, do6 la cong trinh sang
tao cua Edward Lansdale”® Va:

chu trong dac biét van dé Ai Lao, vi vdi tu cach la mot théng sodi, mot chién lugc
gia 6ng nhin Ai Lao con quan trong hon Nam Viét Nam, trong thé chién lugc
DongNam A.

3 sdd trang 78. Nguyén vdn: “He is my king” Cao would say when he spoke
of his devotion to Diem. Cao’s king was a wily man who had rigged numerous
fail-safe devices”

4 sdd trang 144. Nguyén van: “Diém was a fervent reactionary, intent on
founding a new family dynasty in a country where most other thinking people
thought that dynasties were anachronism. There had once been a Ngo dynasty,
abrief one, inthe tenth century.”

> Xinxem lai chuong 6, 6ng Tran Van Don damé ta rasao vé thai do clia nguoi
dan khi dugc tiép xuc véi dng Diém vao dip nay, dé so sanh.

ésdd trang 138. Nguyén van: “South Vietnam, it can truly be said, was the
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“Trong moét phut sang tri lau sau do, Bumgardner bat
chothiéuraminh dalam lamkhi dién ta cudc nghénh don
ong Diém tai Tuy Hoa vao cdi ngay hom d6 cua nam 1955.
Anh tanhdgrarang cai ddm dong 6 san banh khong co vé gi
la chd y dén nhung diéu 6ng Diém ndéi khi ho reo mung va
vO tay. Mat ho tuoi cuoi, miéng ho ho hét, nhung cap mit
cta ho lo dang, trong khong. Anh da tim ra chan ly. bam
dong dakhong chuynghe 6ng Diém. Luc dy 6ng takhong
duoc thuong dan Viét Nam biét may va nhung nguoi dan
qué hay thi dan ¢ tinh nho nay da khong thé nao biét 6ng
talaai.”’

baro doi véi Sheehan, 6ng Diém chi dang nguyén rua,
chu khong thé ddng duoc hoan ho. Vi vay néu cé ai hoan
ho ong thi Sheehan phai tim du moi cdch nguy bién dé
chung minh rang nhung nguoi hoan h6 6ng chang biét
viéc ho lam, vi ho c6 biét 6ng Diém la ai dau. Thu tudng
ctia mot nudc toi tham, lai da duge 6ng Nhu phdi nguoi di
chuén bi trude nhu chinh Sheehan viét, thé ma nguoi dan
so tai lai khong biét 6ng ta la ai!

Thuc ra Sheehan chang biét gi vé 6ng Diém thi dung
hon. Anh ta chi biét c6 mot ngudi mé gai séng cudc doi

creation of Edward Lansdale.” Xin xem lai chuong 3 dé d6i chi€u nhan dinh clia
Colby vé van dé nay.

’s.dd. trang 141. Nguyén van: “During a moment of clarity long afterward,
Bumgardner suddenly understood how erroneously they had interpreted the
reception at Tuy Hoa that day in 1955. He remembered that the crowd at the
soccer field did not to be paying attention to what Diem was saying when they
cheered and applauded. The faces smiled, the voices shouted, the eyes were
vacant. The truth came to him. The crowd had not been listening to Diem and
Diem was not well known to ordinary Vietnamese then,and these peasants and
provincial townsfolk could not have had the faintest idea who he was.”
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phéng dangla John Vann thoi, nén da day cong suu tam ly
lich va di sau vao doi tu cua nhan vat “anh huing cua My”
nay. Con doi véi 6ng Diém thi anh ta viét nhu sau:

“CIA da van dong dé Bao Dai ban chuc thu tudng cho
Diém vao thang 6 nam 1954. Viéc b6 nhiém Diém dugc
loan bdo ngay 6ng nay dap xuong Saigon vao ngay 7 thang
7nam 1954”8

Khong can phai su gia hay ky gia néi tiéng tham khao
dén hon 300 quyén sdch ciing biét ngay 7 thang 7 nam
1954 la ngay 6ng Diém nham chuc tha tudng. Con ngay
ong Diém vé dén Saigon la ngay 26 thang 6 nam 1954. Chu
khong phai 1a ngay 7 thang 7. Viét cdu tha nhu vay chung
to tac gia khong tim hiéu mot cach nghiém chinh vé than
thé su nghiép con nguoi ma o6ng phé binh. Con viéc o6ng
Bao bai moi 6ng Diém, day c6 phai lan dau dau va tai sao
ong 4y lai can dén ong Diém thi doc chuong 1, chac ban
doc daro.

Sau day con mot sai lam khdc vé danh tinh cua ong
Di¢m. Sheehan bao 6ng Diém c6 cdi tén Phép la “Jean
Baptiste”, cing giong nhu cac nguoi Cong Gido Viét Nam
khac®. D6 1a mot sai 1am nghiém trong, néu khong phai

8 5dd trang 134. Nguyén van: “The CIA maneuvered Bao Dai into offering
the prime ministership to Diem that June of 1954. Diém ‘s appointment was an-
nounced the day he landed in Saigon, July 7, 1954.” Trang 174 Sheehan nhac lai
diéu sailam nay mot lan nira. Xin coi chd thich s6 (9).

? 5dd trang 174. Nguyén van: “Jean Baptiste Ng6 Binh Diém (Vietnamese
Catholics often gave their children a French name as well as their Vietnamese
one) was fifty-three years old and almost as ignorant as Lansdale of the political
and social realities of his country when he returned to Vietnam on July 7,1954,
after nearly four years of exile.” Tam dich: “Gio-An Bao-Ti-Xi-Ta Ngé Binh Diém
(Ngusi Cong Gido Viét Nam thudng cho con cai ho mét cai tén Phap cling nhu
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la mot su xuyén tac day dc y doi véi dao Cong Gido nodi
chung. Trudc hét Jean Baptiste la phién am theo tiéng
Phép (cting nhu John the Baptist 1a phién am theo tiéng
My, Gioan Bao-Ti-Xi-Ta la phién am theo tiéng Viét Nam
v.v.) ciia tén moét nhan vat Do Thai, noéi theo su, hoac tén
mot vi thanh, noi theo Thanh Kinh. Nguoi Cong Gido khi
chiu phép rta t6i, déu lay moét tén thanh dé xin vi thanh
d¢ phu ho cho minh trong suét cudc doi va c6 song theo
guong vi thanh do. N6i 6ng Diém mang mot tén Phap la
ham y 6ng 1 tay sai ctia Phép. O day Sheehan, bit chudc
giong di¢u cia mot so st gia cong san, con mudn noi tat ca
nhiing nguoi theo dao Cong Gido déu mang tén Phap, coi
nudc Phap nhu té quéc ciia minh. Néu do6 dich thuc la chu
y cua tac gia, thi khoi ban dén cac van dé khdc néu trong
tdc phdm gan ngan trang ctia ong.

Noi trang 177 Sheehan viét:

“Ong ta (6ng Diém) thuong lugng vdi nguoi Nhat,
nhung bét thanh, dé dugc chuc thu tudng trong cdi chinh
thé bu nhin do ho dung1én dudi quyén Bao Dai.10

O chuong 1va chuong 8 ban doc da thdy Bao Dai néi gi
va Bernard B. Fall noi gi vé viéc nay, mac du hai éng khong
c6 bat cu ly do gi dé bénh 6ng Diém. Ching nhung theé,
ngay dén mot tdc gid nguoi Anh, ong Dennis J. Duncanson,
trong cuén “Government and revolution in Vietnam”
thuong ché 6ng Diém doc tai va dot vé hanh chanh, cung

cditén Viét ctia chung) Iuc dy 53 tudi va cling nhu Lansdale, hau nhu chang biét
ty givé nhiingthuctai chinh trivaxahéiclaxusé ctiadngtakhiongtatrd vé Viét
Nam vao ngay méng 7 thang 7 ndm 1954, sau gan 4 nam luu vong.”

0sddtr177. Nguyén van: ”He negotiated unsuccessfully with the Japanese
for the premiership of the puppet regime they set up under Bao Dai”
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viét rang 6ng Diém da “khon ngoan khong nhan” chuc
thi tuéng nén méi dén luot strgia Tran Trong Kim,10bis

bén trang 179 Sheehan lai viét rang nhung dang vién
Can Lao khi lam 1€ tuyén thé da phai quy géi, hon anh éng
Diéem!, Khong ro nhing vi C4n Lao goc ¢6 cdc ong Duong
Van Minh, Ton That Binh, D6 Mau, Huynh Van Cao nghi
sao vé 10i ctia Sheehan, nhat 1a hai vi sau nay, vi thu nhat,
ong b6 Mau da trung dan Sheehan va suy nghi giong hét
Sheehan vé 6ng Diém trong cuén hoi ky trén ngan trang
cua 6ng, matheo mot nha van Quan béi thi tu dau téi cudi
dolangan1oi chuiraakhong ngoi. Va, thu hai, 6ng Huynh
Véan Cao, tuy bi chui trong sach ctua Sheehan, nhung lai
cung da duoc Sheehan giup do dé duoc cong san chap
thuan cho di dinh cu som tai My.

Thua thiéu tuéng pho thu tudng, dac trach Van Hoa Xa
Hoi, va trung tudng tu lénh, hai vi cé phai dang vién Can
Lao khong? Theo Sheehan va mét sé cay viét chong 6ng
Diém thi tuéng td thoi 6ng Diém mudn thang cap thang
chuc bo budc phai vao bang Can Lao. Néu hai vi da vao
dang Can Lao thi c6 ding la hai vi phai quy goi hon anh
ong Diém khi dugc két nap khong? Va néu dung nhu 16i
Sheehan, ngudi ban t6t cua hai vi, thi sau khi da quy goi
hon anh ctia moét nguoi roi it 1au sau do lai cau két véi
nhau dé lat d6 va giét hai nguoi do, nhu thiéu tuéng phé
thu tuéng dac trach van hoa xa héi da lam (6 day xin ban
doc tam quén hai 6ng Duong Van Minh va Tén That Binh

100is 5 4 (1968, Oxford University Press) trang 155.

"sddtr.179. Nguyén van: “During the secret initiating ceremony, new mem-
bers knelt and kissed a portrait of Diem.” Tam dich: “Trong budi I& bi mat gia
nhap dang, nhiing dang vién mai quy géiva hén anh Diém.”
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cung nhting tuéng lanh khac tung tham gia cac cudc dao
chinh lat 6ng Diém di), thi tu cdch va dao lam nguoi cua
thiéu tudng no ra sao, dang goi la gi? Hoac gia thiéu tudng
cho rang da lam cach mang lai c6 cai mang “Sinh vi quan,
tirvi than” thi khong can tu cach va dao duc? Bang khong,
néu dabiét diéunditrén cua Sheehan 1a bia dat, thi tai sao
thiéu tuong téng uy vién con trich dan 6ng ta va viét theo
luan di¢u cua o6ng ta?

bang lé thiéu tuéng phai dung tén tudi va chuc vi ctia
thiéu tuéng dé vach ro cai sai, cai bia dat, cdi xuyén tac
ctia nha bao no mdi phai chu. Nhat 1a, nhu thiéu tuéng da
biét, 6 rdt nhiéu trang sach, Sheehan da ca ngoi H6 Chi
Minh va cdc dong chi ctia 6ng ta va con ngu y trach cac
vi téng thong My nhu Roosevelt, Truman, Eisenhower da
khong ting hd HO chi Minh la nguoi quéc gia thuc su (cac
trang 145-150 va rai rdc ¢ 18 trang sau) ma lai di ung ho
mot nguoi than Phap da tung dan 4p cdc cudc néi day cua
nong dan khi lam tuan vii cho nén sau nay nuéc My cua
Sheehan méi bi 6ng H6 Chi Minh va cac dong chi cua 6ng
ta danh cho toi bai.

Thai do cta tdc gia “biéu déi trd ruc rd xan lan” 1a théi
do¢ phu thinh: tang boc ké chién thiang; danh ké nga ngua,
mat sat ké chién bai; tu bao chtta cho nhuing sai 1am cua
minh khi lam nhiém vu phoéng vién 25, 26 nam vé trudc.
Trong chuong 17 ban doc da thdy tong thong Nixon da coi
nhtng phéng vién loai nay c6 trach nhiém trong viéc My
that tran ¢ Viét Nam. Vo Nguyén Gidp cung da tung coiho
nhu nhing dong minh dac luc.

Visén c6 thanh kién nén Sheehan nhiéu khi mau thuan
tronglap luan ctia minh. Vidu éngbdo Lansdale cing nhu
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ong Diém chang biét gi vé thuc tai chinh tri, x4 hoi Viét
Nam®. Nhung lai cho rang Mién Nam Viét Nam la cong
trinh sdng tao ctia Lansdale®.

Nhan cau chuyén mot nhan vién CIA ching biét gi vé
Viét Nam ma lai cé thé sang tao hay tao dung mién Nam
Viét Nam ctia Sheehan, téi man phép héinhabdondngnéd
nay mot cau. Néu qua that mét CIA tam thuong ma con
tao n6i mot Mién Nam Viét Nam, thi toan bo hé thong
CIA vdi ky thuat tan ky va ky di¢u cua khoa tinh bdo c6
thé tao nén mot vu Phat Gido dé 1ay c¢6 thuc ddy cho quan
dan mién Nam lat 6ng Diém khong? Cau hoinayxemralo
bich va trai khody trudc khi c6 nhiing tai liéu mat cho biét
chinh quyén Kennedy chti muu vu déo chinh 1-11-1963.
Nhung dén nay thi danglé nhabdo ndi tiéng Sheehan phai
co luc tu hodi chu.

Va néu CIA My nhan tdm ham hai mét lanh tu Viét
Nam nhu 6ng Di¢m, thiliéu ho c6 nuong tay hay chun tay
trong viéc tan st 9 nan nhan trudc dai phat thanh Hué dé
dat muc tiéu chinh tri lau dai cua minh khong? Di nhién
day khong phai 10i khang dinh buéc t6i ai. Nhung chi goi
y cho mot cau hoi ¢6 thé nay ra trong dau nhitng nha bao
tung theo doi nhung hoat dong chinh tri ctia nhiéu chinh
quyén My cung nhu Viét Nam. Nhat 1a Sheehan, nguoi da
khang dinh mét CIA mu tit vé xa hoi Viét Nam lai c6 thé
tao nén mién Nam Viét Nam, nhu d4 néu trén.12

12 Ong Nguyén Ngoc Chan (But hiéu tat CNN) trong td tuén san Tinh
Thuong s6 452 ngay 5 thang 6 nam 1998 da diém cudn phim truyén hinh “A
Bright Shining Lie” ma 6ng dich la “Chuyén ba xao hao nhodng” mdi duoc san
xudt vao cudi thang 5 nam 1998 véi phi tén trén 14 triéu My Kim dé mang dén
tan nha cho khan thinh gia qua hé théng Cable TV, HBO. Ong Chédn ndi rang
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cudn phim dua vao cudn tiéu thuyét ctia Neil Sheehan. Thuc ra tac phdm cla
Neil Sheehan thuéc loai strthi ding hon, chi khéng phai tiéu thuyét hay hu cau.
Di nhién cudn phim da tiéu thuyét héa va bién chét theo nhu cau “cau khach”
va cling theo 6c tudng tugng va quan niém chinh tri, nghé thuat ctia dao dién.
Nhung du sao thi cuén phim cling cé tac dung xau giéng nhu tac phdm cla Neil
Sheehan. Xin xem bai diém phim cia CNN noi phan phu luc.



Chuong 21
Truong Nhu Tang: Ng6 Dinh
Diém, mot su bi an, mot con
ngudi huyeén bi

ruong Nhu Tang, cuu bo
truéng tu phap trong cai goi
la Chinh phu cdch mang lam
thoi Cong Hoa Mién Nam Viét
Nam, xudt than tu moét gia dinh

giau c6 ma cac anh em 6ng déu
#1 1a bac si, duoc si, ky su va kién
Hinh: TL. 4 1ic su tot nghiép tai Phép. Cha
ong la mot tri thiuc hap thu nén van hoa Phap va cung da
hop tac voi Phap. Theo 6ng thi méi chu nhat éng noi dng
déu day cac chdu dao Nga Thuong: Nhan, Nghia, Lé, Tri,
Tin cua Khong gido.

Ong da ké lai trong cudn Héi ky ciia mot Viét Cong! cuoe
gap gd ciia 6ng véi ong H6 Chi Minh ngay khi méi chan uét
chan rao dén Phap dé du hoc, ding vao dip 6ng Ho6 sang
Phap dé thuong thuyét voi Sainteny ¢ Fontainebleau.
buoc chon dé dugc cuing v6i mot nt sinh vién cting nguoi
mién Nam gap riéng 6ng H6 ca mot budi chiéu tai phong
lam viéc cta phai doan thuong thuyét, 6ng Tang rat hanh
dién va cam dong. Nhiing 16i noi va thai d6 ctua “chu tich
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nudc Viét Nam Dan Chu Cong Hoa” danh cho hai sinh

vién nguoi mién Nam trong moét cudc noi chuyén than

mat, ma 6ng Ho luon bat hai nguoi phai goi 6ng bang Bac,
chu khong duoc dung tiéng chu tich hay H6 chu tich?

! Ban Anh Ngii v6i tua dé: “A Viet Cong Memoir” véi hai déng

tac gid David Chanoff va Boan Van Toai. NXB Harcourt Brace Jova-

novich, San Diego 1985. Nguyén tac Phap vdn: “Le memoir d’'un Viet
Cong”.Nhang trich dan déu theo ban Anh Ng.

2 5dd Trang 13-15] da dé lai trong tam tri ngudi sinh vién tré
tudi nhiing an tuong tét dep sau dam. Nhiing &n tuong nay da anh
hudng quyét dinh dén viéc Truong Nhu Tang chon H6 Chi Minh, chu
khéng chon Ngé Binh Diém, khi 6ng Tang vé nudc nam 1954 theo [oi
yéu cau cla gia dinh va dugc tiép xuc bdi nhiing ngudi ban quéc gia
chungquanh 6ng Diém ¢& Vo Van Hai, Ngd Khac Tinh, Tran Hiu Thé.

Ong Tang cho rang luc 4y 6ng H6 da duoc nhan dan hai
mién coi nhu vi anh hung, con 6ng Diém thi cha c6 may
nguoi biét3

35dd trang 32

Van theo cu6én hoi ky thi s6 di 6ng bi mat hoat dong cho
Mat Tran Giai Phong (dé roi it 1au sau, sau khi 6ng Diém
da bi lat d6, ra bung lam bé trudng tu phap (cung trong
bung), chinh vi thay 6ng Diém doc tai chuyén ché, khong
khoan nhuong v6i cac phan ti trudce kia da tung hop tac
v6i Phap nhu cha 6ng chang han. Tuy nhién trude do, khi
dé tam phan tich vai tro cia 6ng Diém va anh hudng cua
nguoi My doéi véi ong Diém, cung tim hiéu nhiing toan
tinh ctia 6ng nay doi véi dat nude va chinh thé ma ong ta
dang xay dung, r6i so sanh do6i chiéu véi nhting hanh dong
chong Phép trudc kia cua ong ta, rdi lai so sanh véi hoan
canh cua 6ng HO Chi Minh d6i v6i Trung cong va Lién So,
ong Tang cho rang 6ng Di¢m la con nguoi kho hiéu: “Néu
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bdy nhiéu da sang td, thi rt it cdi khéc sang to, va CAI Bf
ANTRUGC TIEN LACHINH CON NGUOI ONG DIEM”
Va ¢ trang sau 6ng Tang da nhac lai y tuéng do bang moét
tirkhdc: “ONG TALAMOT CON NGUOI HUYEN BL.”4
4sdd trang 34. Nguyén van: “But if that much was clear, very lit-
tle else was, and the foremost enigma was Diem himself.” Va trang
35:“HE WAS AMYSTERY.”

Con vai ly do khdc khién 6ng Tang khong chon 6ng
Diém ma chon 6ng Ho, theo 6ng viét la: Thu nhat: Nguoi
My da khong ting ho nén doc lap Viét Nam khi vién tro
cho Phdp trudc 1954, ma 6ng Diém thi cé lién h¢ qud chét
cheé voi nhung nguoi My nhu hong y gido chu Francis
Spellman. Thu hai: Nhung tin tic vé su tan bao cta Viét
Minh céng san trong chinh sdch tiéu diét cac dang phai
quoc gia (1945, 1946), tiéu tho khdng chién (1947-1948),
giam to va cai cach rudng dat dot dau (1953) dam mau tai
mién Bac, 6ng Tang nghikhong dang tinvi cho rang chung
chi dugc nhung nguoi di cu Cong Gido san co thanh kién
déivei cong san ké lai.>

> Hai ly do nay ké ra d&i véi mét nha tri thic qué tré mién Nam
luc &y co thé thong cam dugc, vi con thiéu kinh nghiém, va chua du
sau sac vé mat ly luan. Va do cing la tam ly phan dong ngusi mién
Nam vén hén nhién chat phac, thich an nhan, va khéng thich nght
dén nhiing gi xa x6i. Chinh cdi tam ly nay anh hudng quyét dinh dén
van ménh mién Nam vé sau. Trong héi ky “Trong nanh vuét lich s
6ng Bui Diém c6 thuat lai chuyén éng lam dién anh va bj that bai
nang né, mic dau ky thuat, nghé thuat khéng phai dé. Onglay lam la
va khong hiéu tai sao. Chinh ngudi doc ldy lam la tai sao moét ngusi
c6 kinh nghiém cong san nhu 6ng ma lai khong hiéu ly do that bai
dé. Chivi 6ng da ndilén mét su that ma ngusi mién Nam nhét dinh
khéngtin lathat: Nhing canh ddu té rung ron trong cac chién dich
giam té va cai cach rudng dat h6i 1953-1956 tai mién Bac. Ong Tang
khong biét héi dy c6 xem hay nghe noi vé cudn phim “Chung toi
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mudén séng” clia nha tri thuc lanh nan cdng san mién Bac (khong
phai latin d6 Cong Gido), 6ng Bui Diém, khéng? Ai cing phai cong
nhan ky thuat, nghé thuat tuyén truyén ctia codngsan latinh xao. N6
cé tac dung héa gidi nhiing luan diéu tuyén truyén ctia déi phuong
khién d6i tuong chi tin nhing gi cong san noi, du la noi déi, con
nhiing gi ngudi chéng cong ndi thi du la noi that van bj coi la bia
dat. Chac han 6ng Tang da sém nhan ra su gia di cua cong san, nén
chang bao lau sau khi mién Nam dugc (hay bi?) giai phdng 6ng da
tim cach vuot bién dé khéi phai thdy tan mat nhiing diéu gia déi da
tung mé hodc 6ng trong sudt 20 nam troi.

Ong Tang cho réing 6ng Diém ching c6 cong lao, thanh
tich gi trong cong cudc khang chién chéng Phap cua toan
dan, chi dugc cai tiéng sudng 1a nguoi yéu nudc. Nhung
lai d6i xu té voi nhung nguoi cuu khéng chién. Cang nhu
hau hét cac ky gia My va céc tudng lanh chu truong dao
chinh, 6ng Tang khong ti€c 10i1én 4n 6ng Diém dan 4p tri
thuc doi lap, doc tai va ky thi Phat gido. Dinhién 6ng cting
ché céc chinh quyén sau 6ng Diém déu bat luc va théi nét.
Cudi cung 6ng bat man véi ca chinh quyén cong san va
danh roibo té quéc than yéu cua 6ng ma 6ng da hy sinh ca
tudi thanh xuan dé chién dau cho no dugc “doc lap tudo.”

Nha tri thuc ho Truong vé méng vi dau? Con biét bao
nguoi nhu Truong Nhu Tang cing vé mong nhu vay?
Chac ongtabiét ro hon aihét. Vi dau? Nhin vao tinh hinh
Viét Nam ngay nay va so sanh véi tinh hinh kinh té chinh
tri mién Nam Viét Nam thoi 6ng Diém, nhu trong nam
1958, cung lanam, theo 6ngviét, dng bat dau di theo 6ng
H6°, 6ng co nuéi tiéc ring da khong ciing céc ong Vo Van
Hai, Ngo6 Khic Tinh, Tran Huu Thé, ung h¢ 6ng Diém va
16i kéo thém nhiéu nha tri thic mién Nam khac cung xay
dung va bao v¢ cai ché do ma luc 4y 6ng cho la bat cong
thoéi ndt, nhung rut cuc, luc nay nhin lai n6 con tét hon
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ché do cong san ngay nay boi phan khong? (Xin xem lai
cdac chuong 6 va12.)
®sdd trang 66. Ndm 1958 la ndm 6ng nhap bon véi nhém Huynh
Tdn Phat, kién tric su (dang vien Céng san tu 1940); Nguyén Vin
Hiéu, gido su (dang vién CStlr1951); Ung Ngoc Ky, gido su (dang vién
CS tur 1957); Tran Blu Kiém (dang vién CS tu 1951); Duong Quynh
Hoa, bac s (gia nhap dang cong san tu khi con la sinh vién & Phap);
Trinh Binh Thao, luat su; Phung Van Cung, bac sT; Nguyén Long v.v. dé
lap len mot t6 chic chéng chinh quyén mién Nam, va da phai Nguyén
Van Hiéu ra Hanoixin vién trg. (6ng khdng dam thu thuc - hay khong
biét- rang la dé xin chi thi.) D6 chinh la hat nhan cho cai goi la Mat
Tran Giai Phong sé ra doi ngay 20 thang 12 ndm 1960, bién mot s tri
thiic mién Nam thanh bung xung hay bu nhin, con réi ciia Ha néi véi
s6 phan hdm hiu, (nhu éng da mo6 ta trong héi ky cua mot tén Viét
Coéng) maluc dy cttudngbd!

Néu 6ng chua nhan ra duoc diéu do va khong co céi
niém hoéi han do, thi nguoi ta ¢6 thé nghi ngo rang 6ng bo
nudc ra di khong phai vi nhiing ly do don gian nhu 6ng
viét dau.

Ong Tang khong theo 6ng Diém, chéng nhiing khong
khen ma con ché, chéng va 1én an 6ng Diém vi 6ng doc,
nghe va tin nhuing gi cdc cdn bo hang dau cua cong san Ha
Noi viét va néi luc dy. Ong da trung dan Ton Duc Thing,
Pham Van Dong, Lé buc Tho, dé bao chua cho thai do va
hanh déng cta o6ng khi chéng 6ng Diém. Vi 6ng tudng
nhting nguoi dé thanh thuc muén cho mién Nam cé mot
nén tu tri, dan chu theo duong hudng quoc gia, con 6ng
Diém thi chu truong doc tai, ky thi nguoi mién Nam. Xin
moi doc gia theo doi nhiing nhan dinh co6 dan chung cua
nha tri thuc ho Truong:

“Lap truong cua Uy Ban Trung Uong lu6n gan bé véi
nhing gi da dugc chu tich Ton buc Thang tuyén bo tai Bai
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Hoi ky IIT ngay tu thang 9 nam 1960 la: “Do su khdc biét
tinh hinh gita hai mién Pat Nudc (Nam va Bac), mién
Nam phai thuc hién moét chuong trinh phu hgp véi tinh
hinh trong mién, trong khi van theo dung duong16i chung
ctia Mat Tran T6 Quéc. Mién Nam dang thuc hién cédch
mang dan chu dan toc, con mién Bac thi thuc hién cdch
mang xa hoi chu nghia.” Nhing tinh cadm nay di nhién
da lai duoc nhan manh hon nua cho nguoi Tay Phuong.
Pham Van Pong da noi véi nhiéu vi khdch nudc ngoai:
“Lam sao chung toi lai ¢o cai y tuéng ngu xuén, toi 16 1a
muon thon tinh Mién Nam?” Lé DBuc Tho thi tuyén bo véi
bdo chi qudc té tai Paris: “Chung t6i khong uéc mong bat
mién Nam phai theo ché d6 Cong San.””

7 Sdd trang 283 va 284. Nguyén van: “The Central Committee’s
position had consistently been what Tén Buic Thang had announced
itto beat the Third Party Congress back in September 1960: “Owing
to the differences in the situation in the two zones of the country
(South and North), the South must work out the program that,
while inaccord with the general program of the Fatherland Front, is
suitable to its own situation. The South is carrying out the people’s
national democratic revolution, the North the socialist revolution.
“These sentiments were of course reemphasized for Western con-
sumption. “How could we have the stupid, criminal idea of annexing
the South?” said Pham Van Déng to various foreign visitors. “We

have no wish to impose communism on the South,” said Lé Buic Tho
totheinternational press in Paris.”

Chung t6i xin 16i va xin phép doc gia dugc danh nhiing
hang sau day cho riéng nha tri thiic mién Nam Viét Nam
Truong Nhu Tang va nhtng nha tri thuc khac da nuoi
moéng, 6m mong, dét mong va vo mong voi ong Ho chi
Minh va dang cong san cua 6ng. C6 1€ mai cho téi nhiing
nam 1976, 1977 cac nha tri thuc trong “Mat Tran Giai
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Phong mién Nam” mdéi thay nhung 10i trén cua cac 6ng
Ton buc Thang, Pham Van Pong va Lé buc Tho 1a ldo
khoét. Nhung cé moét nguoi chang phai tri thic, khong
bao gio ddm co6 tham vong chinh tri, vi ciing khong c6
chut kha nang nao vé mat do. Nhung lai da nhin thay ro
am muu va y do den t6i cua cac 6ng lanh tu cong san noi
trén ngay khi cdc nha tri thuc nhu cdc 6ng con ngay tho
soan thao va ban hanh cdi goi la cuong linh ctia mat tran
cua céac ong, nghia la vao nhting nam 1960-1962. Chi vi
nguoi do xudt than tuban nong va da duoc chung dung va
tré thanh nan nhan cia cong san 6 mién Bac trudc 1954.
Khong giong 6ng Tang cho 6ng Diém 1a mét huyén bi,
bi 4n, con nguoi xuit than ti ban nong dé va chua hé bao
gio c6 moét van bang dai hoc lai rat hiéu 6ng Diém, vi anh
ta nam trong tim 6ng Diém. Xin quy vi tri thuc ci doc lai
nhung chuong 6,9 va 12 vé cac nhan ching Tran Van Don,
Marguerite Higgins va H6 ST Khué, roi cho xem chuong 25
vé nhan chung D6 Tho, thi sé hiéu tai sao con nguoi xuét
than tu ban nong do lai nam trong tim 6ng Diém. Vi vay
anh ta hiéu dugc con nguoi ma mot dai tri thuc nhu 6ng
Tang lai coi nhu ky bi. Nhitng nguoi da truc dién véi thuc
té cong san, tung la nan nhan cong san, khi phuc vu trong
chinh quyén lanh dao boi mot nguoi cung hiéu cong san,
cting da tungla nan nhan cong san, lai cé long thuong dan
ngheo, nong dan, thi duong nhién ung hé nguoi do, mac
du chang c6 kha nang tai chinh, tri tué hay quyén luc g,
chi c6 su cam thong va ung ho tinh than. Vi tung la nan
nhan cong san, anh ta tim hiéu thém vé cong san va mudn
nhting nguoi khac cung hiéu biét hon vé cong san, roi dé
tam nghién cuu va do viéc nghién cuu do, nguoi “nong
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dan” da nhin r6 hon cdc vi tri thuc day tham vong va ém
ao vong. bé chung minh diéu noi trén, xin 6ng Tang hay
xem lai- Toi chdc thoi gian 6ng con ndm vung kin mit 6
Go Vap chac cang co dip doc roi, ma coi thuong khong tin
hay khong muén ban tam vé nhung kién thic tam thuong
ctia moét tdc gia vo danh - cuén “Sach Luoc Xam Lang cua
Cong San” cua Minh Vo, xuat ban lan thu nhat nam 1963
va lan thu hai 1970, tu trang 134 dén trang 143. Cac thu
vién dai hoc Cornell, Nttu Udc va thu vién Quoc Hoi My
con gitt moi noi mot dn ban®.
& Xin ong Truong Nhu Tang hay xem Sdd Phan Il “Dang cong san
Viét Nam moc mam gitia nhitng méau thuan va mau thuan”, chuong
(4): “Trudng Chinh ddt tén va Xuan Thly cong nhan “Mat Tran Giai
Phong Mién Nam” tirtrang 134 dén 143. Theo ngay thang ghi ¢ phan
ma dau sach 1an xudt ban hai, (trang 4) thi sach viét xong vao dip 1€
Quéc Khanh Dé Nhat Cong Hoa, 26 thang 10 ndam 1961. Thai gian dé
tac gia da ndi dén ngay chi nghia cong san sé bién tan, va than tuong
Leninsébjtriét ha (trang 185 va 49.)

bo chi la mot trong nhiéu tdc phdm cung loai cta
nhiéu cayviét trong ché do dé nhat Cong Hoa, két qua cua
phong trao hoc tap vé Cong San dé chong Cong San, do
chinh quyén Ngoé binh Diém chu truong.

Veéviéc tac gia “Sach luge xam lang cia Cong San” nhin
r6 Mat Tran Giai Phong chi la cong cu cua dang Cong
San mién Bic nhiéu nam trudc mot s6 nha tri thuc nhu
ho Truong, diéu d6 chang co gi dang ldy lam ngac nhién
hay tu hao. Vi nhu gan day nha van Va Thu Hién (con 6ng
Vi binh Huynh, moét trong nhting tay chan than tin nhat
ctia 6ng H6 Chi Minh sau nay da bi that sung va bi thanh
trung khong nuong tay) da viét trong cuén hoi ky “bém
gitia ban ngay” ring diéu 4y tré con  mién Béc cing r6.”
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? pem gitia ban ngay, Vi Thu Hién, Van Nghé, California nam
1997. Trang 469. Nguyén van: “MTGP mién Nam Viét Nam ma mot
duatré cting hiéu do mién Bac dung nén vu cho déi phuong vi pham
thda hiép ngung ban nhan dip tét Nguyén Ban dé lam mét vi pham
I6n hon-mdé mot cudc téng ti€n cong trén toan coi”. Dén chuong 27,
|5i ban chung, chung téi sé lai dan ching Vi Thu Hién dé giai thich
tai sao & mién Bac “tré con” cling biét ma cac nha trithic mién Nam
Viét Nam va mot sé nha bao tét nghiép daihoc Itic 8y lai khéng biét.



Chuong 22
Maxwell D. Taylor: Tong théng
Ngo Dinh Diém vi nhu nap hép
Pandora

Tudng Taylor Maxwell (phai) gap
Thomas Maxwell 3 Viét Nam. Hinh: T.L.

ai tuéng Maxwell D. Taylor (1901-1987) néi danh

la anh hung thé chién II khi chi huy su doan Khong
Ky 101 d6 b xu6ng Arnhem, Hoa Lan. Sau thé chién 6ng
lam tu lénh quan do6i My tai Ba Linh, r6i tu 1énh dé bat 1o
quan 6 Triéu Tién. Dén thoi téng théng Eisenhower 6ng
lam tham muu truéng Luc Quan. Nam 1961 Téng théng
Kennedy b6 nhiém 6ng vao chuc vu chu tich ban tham
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muu lién quan. Trong chuc vu nay o6ng da dén Viét Nam
v6i st mang nhan dinh tinh hinh va xét kha nang vién tro
thém cho chinh quyén Ng6 binh Diém. Nam 1965, sau khi
da vé huu ong lai sang Saigon lam dai su dudi thoi tuéng
Nguyén Khanh. Nam 1972 6ng cho ra doi cuén héi ky
“Thanh guom va luai cay”!.

“Swordsand ploughshares”, WW.Norton & Company, Inc. New
York.1972.

Doccuénhoikynaytathdyonglamoétnhaquansuchuyén
nghiép tai gidi, nhung khong phai la mot nha ngoai giao té
nhi. Tinh 6ng boc truc va thang thin, khong ngan ngai noi
lén nhting s6 doan cua minh. Vi du khi nghe tuéng Lansdale,
mot chuyén vién vé chong chién tranh khuynh ddo cua cong
san, trinh bay vé tac dung cta 10i tuyén b6 thanh lap “Mat
Tran Gidi Phong” ctia cong san doi véi mién Nam Vi¢t Nam,
tuong Taylor da bao do lalan dau tién 6ng duoc biét vé y do
cta cong san van dung chiéu bai giai phong ra sao dé nham
d4nh d6 chinh phu mién Nam. Ong viét:

“Bdo cdo cua ong ta (Lansdale) vé hi¢u qua 16i tuyén
bd cuia Ha N6i nam 1959 loan bao mdé cudc “chién tranh
gidi phong dan toc” da lam cho to6i lan dau tién nhan ra
dugc y nghia tron ven cua nhom tu nay trong ti ngtt cong
san, dugc dung dé mo ta viéc stt dung chién tranh du kich
ma ho bi mat ho tro tit bén ngoai bién gici ctia mét nudc
khong cong san nham lat d6 chinh phu cua nudc nay.”?

2 5dd trang 221. Nguyén vén: “His account of the effects of Ha-
nois declaration of a war of National Liberation in 1959 revealed to
me for the first time the full significance of this term of communist
jargon used to describe the use of guerrilla warfare clandestinely

supported from without the boundaries of a non-Communist state
to overthrow its government.”
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Cau trén chiang nhiing chung to tac gia 1a nguoi ngay
thang va khiém nhuong khong che gidu sé doan cua
minh, ma con cho thady mot su thuc dang suy nghi: Mot
vi tuong lanh téng tham muu trudng, dong thoi con la c6
van cua téng thong My, ma con 14y lam la vé chién phap
ctia cong san, thi khong la gi ma da s6 nguoi My, nhat la
nhting phong vién tré mang nhu David Halberstam, Neil
Sheehan khong nhan ra rang cai goi la Mat Tran Dan Toc
Giai Phéng Mién Nam thoi do chila san phdm cua Ha Noi
tao ra dé danh lua thé gici; chu thuc chat cua né khong
phai la mot t6 chuc boc phét cua nhan dan mién Nam
chong chinh quyén Ng6 binh Di¢m. Cang khong lay lam
la la nhtng nha tri thuc con nha giau nhu Truong Nhu
Tang da mac bay ctia Cong San.

Trong cac ngudi ma tudng Taylor da gap trong chuyén
cong tdc nay, ngoai dai su Nolting, tuéng McGarr va cac
si quan cung gisi chiic My khdc, vé phia Viét Nam cé bo
truéng Nguyén Dinh Thuén, trung tudéng Duong Van
Minh, dai tuéng Lé Van Tyva téng théng Ngo Dinh Diém.3

3Vé tusng Duong Van Minh xin xem chuong 15. V& tudng Lé Van
Ty, 6ng viét: “Sau khi gap tudng Minh toi téi tham dai tudng Lé Van
Ty, vi tusng lanh cao cdp nhat clia quan luc Viét Nam; toi nhan thay
6ngkhéng quan tam dén chinh tritrong nudc va tac phong ciiaténg
théng Diém cho bng cac van dé quan su: v khiva huén luyén. Ong
khong n6i mét 16i nao vé éng Diém va nhiing 16i 1am cua éng Diém.”
Nguyén van: “After my call on Minh | went to see Lieutenant General
Lé Van Ty, the senior officer of the Vietnamese armed forces, whom
I found much less interested in domestic politics and president be-

havior than in military matters of equipment and training. But there
was not aword said about Diem and his misdeeds.”

Trudce khi sang Viét Nam tudng Taylor da dugc nghe
noi nhiéu vé nhung 10i phan nan ché trach 6ng Diém.
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Nhung sau khi diéu tra tai ch6 6ng c6 vé bénh 6ng Diém.
Ong viét:

“To61 cé cam tudng co 1é ong ta da nhan dugc nhiéu loi
khuyén hoi ngay ngo vé chinh tri tit nhiéu nam do nhung
nhan vién su quan tr¢, it kinh nghiém c6 noi theo nhiing
huén thi ctia bo Ngoai giao. Ong &y rat c6 ly dé nghi ngo su
phdn dodn cao siéu cua nhiing nguoi My, chi 6 Viét Nam
mot thoi gian ngan, lién quan dén kha nang va uy tin cua
nhiing ngudi da cong tac vai 6ng ta hau sudt doi. Ong ta
cung biét s6 nguoi cé kha niang lanh dao chua dugc dung
va c6 thé moi tham gia dé tang cuong cho chinh phu cta
ong ta, (s6 nguoi nay) rat gidi han ra sao.”*

4 sdd trang 235. Nguyén vén: “| got the impression that he
must have received a lot of rather naive political advice over the
years from young and inexperienced Embassy officers attempting
to comply with State Department directives. He had considerable
reason to doubt the superior judgement of transient Americans
concerningthe ability and reliability of men with whom he had spent
most of his life. Also he knew how limited was the untapped Viet-
namese leadership available to reinforce his government.”

Tuong Taylor ciing xdc nhan la hai nhan vat cao cap
nhat ctia My 6 Viét Nam luc dy la dai st Frederic Nolting
va tudng McGarr hoan toan ung ho ong Diém.>

> Sdd trang 236. Ngoai ra noi trang 221 6ng viét vé thai dé cua
tusng McGarr nhusau: “But notwithstanding the obvious retrogres-
sionin Vietnam, McGarr had confidence in Diem,whom he regarded
as one of the most effective anti-Communist leaders in the world.”
Tam dich: “Nhung mac dau tinh hinh ¢ xau di mot cach ro rét, Mc-
Garr van tin tudng 6 6ng Diém ma éng coi nhu mét trong nhiing nha
lanh dao chéng céng hau hiéu nhat thé gidi” Noi trang 223 éng viét
vé nhan xét clia dai st Nolting: “Ambassador Frederick E. Nolting, Jr
had strong praise for Diem’s objectives and phylosophy of govern-
ment. Far from being a dictator relishing power for its own sake,
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in Nolting’s eyes he was a dedicated patriot of high principles who
would have preferred to be a monk rather than a political leader.
Diem’s strong convictions were to some extent a source of weak-
ness in that they caused him to reserve too much responsibility to
himself to the detriment of governmental efficiency and to increase
of his personal vulnerability as a political target.” Tam dich: “Pai st
Frederick E. Nolting Jr rat canggi cac muctiéuvatriétly chinh quyén
cua éng Diém. Dudi mat Nolting éng Diém chang nhiing khéng ham
quyén binh vi quyén binh ma con la nha ai quéc tan hién cho nhiing
nguyén ly cao c3, thich dugc lam mét nha tu hon lam mét lanh tu
chinh tri. Niém tin manh liét cua éng, téi mét muc do nao do, da la
ngudn géc nhuoc diém vi né khién 6ng gitr qua nhiéu trach nhiém
cho chinh minh lam hai dén su cong hiéu ctia chinh phu va cting lam
tang kha nang bi chéng déi ciia ng nhu mét muc tiéu chinh tri.”

Sau daylamot vai nét vé con nguoi 6ng Diém ma tuéng
Taylor con nhé va da ghi lai trong hdi ky cua ong:

“Ong Diém lamot nguoi Viét Nam thip, dang ddp hoibe
be, tuy da 60 tu6i nhung mdi toc den nhanh cua éng chua céd
d4u hiéu hoa ram. Ong c6 mot bo mat nghiém nghi nhung
dé mén véi cap mat mo mang cua con nguoi huyén bi va vé
uy nghiém tram ldng ctia moét vi thuong quan da dugc ren
luyén dé cAm quyén. Ong ct dong va n6i nang mot cach can
nhac, chin chan va rat c¢ tai lai cau chuyén theo huéng ma
ong mudn no phai di téi. Ong cung khéo trénh né nhiing
cau hoi ma 6ng chua sén cé cau tra 16i.”°

®sdd trang 229. Nguyén van: “Diem was a short, rather stocky
Vietnamese, sixty years of age but with no sign of gray in his jet-black
hair. He had agrave but pleasant face with the dreamy eyes of amys-
tic and quiet dignity of a mandarin trained to rule. He moved and
spoke deliberately and was highly skilled in steering a conversation
in the direction he wished it to go and in avoiding questions which
he was not ready to answer.”

Veé lap truong va tu thé cia éng Diém trong van dé vién
tro ctia Hoa Ky, tuéng Taylor thuat lai nhu sau:
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“Trong khi dut khoat vé nhu cau can dugc ham doéi 7
cta ta giup kiém sodt su xam nhap bang duong bién (cua
dich), ong ta cho thay ro rang 1a vao lic nay day ong ta
khong mong mudn xin vién quan cua ngoai quéc. Tuy
nhién 6ng rat muén cé mot ké hoach phoéi hop vé noi
dong quan va cach su dung quan ngoai quoc, néu co lic
can phai dem quan ngoai quéc vao. Ong giai thich rang
cho dén nay éng van hy vong c6 thé doi pho voi tinh hinh
ma khong can tdi vién quan, nhung tinh hinh ¢ Ai Lao va
su gia tang quan s6 Viét Cong dang ép ong phai xét lai lap
truong cta 6ng. biéu quan trong nhat doi véi ong la, néu
c6 bao gié quan My can vao Viét Nam, thi phai vao véi
mot cam két 1a sé 61ai vabao vé mién Nam Viét Nam, chu
khong duoc muon cép toc rut luc nao thi rat bang mot
dao luat cua quoc hoi.””

7 sdd trang 232, nguyén van: “While he was definite about need-
ing the help of our 7th Fleet to control the seaward approaches to
Vietnam, he indicated that he did not wish to ask for foreign troops
at this time. However he did want an agreed joint plan as to where
they would be located and how used, if they had to be introduced.
He explained that, up to now, he had hoped to be able to cope with
the situation without foreign troops, but the situation in Laos and
the increasing strength of the Viet cong were forcing him to reex-
amine his position. He considered it most important that, if the US
troops ever came into the country, they should come with a com-
mitment to stay and defend South Vietnam and not be subject to
precipitate withdrawal by an act of the American Congress.”

Trong chuong 34: “Nhing bai hoc tu Viéet Nam” vi
thong soai day kinh nghiém chién truong do da tung chi
huy nhiéu dai don vi tdc chién, véi kién thuc chuyén méon
ctia 6ng, da cho rang khuyét diém I6n va cting la nguyén
nhan chinh cua su thét tran la do khong coé du hay coi
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thuong nhuing thong tin tinh bao vé mién Nam cung nhu
mién Bac Viét Nam. Cung nhu téng thong Nixon, 6ng cho
rang su lat d6 téng théng Ngo6 Pinh Diém la moét trong
nhiing nguyén nhan thit bai. Ong da dung moét hinh anh
cta than thoai Hy Lap dé vi von nhu sau:

“biéu chung ta khong biét 1a cuoc dao chinh duge My
ung ho nham lat d6 6ng Diém, da lat cung véi 6ng cai nap
dayhop chinh tri Pandora trong d6 6ng Diém da nhot cac
than hén loan chinh tri. Khi nhiing than dunay duoc tudo
tung hoanh chung da xé nat Nam Vi¢t Nam trong nhting
nam 1964 va 1965 dat chung ta truéc mot loat nhing van
dé chinh tri hoan toan khac la.”8

8sdd trang 401, nguyén védn: “What we could not know was that
an American-supported coup in 1963 would remove Diem, and with
him the lid from the political Pandords box in which Diem had con-
fined the genies of political turbulence. When freed, these forces
tore South Vietnam apart in 1964 and 1965 and presented us with a
completely different set of political problems.”

Chi trudc ngay dao chinh hon mot thang, theolénh ctia
téng thong Kennedy 6ng da ciing véi 6ng McNamara, bo
truéng quoc phong téi Viét Nam dé nhan dinh tinh hinh.
Hai 6ng da bdo cdo la tinh hinh quan su é mién Nam Viét
Nam luc 4y kha quan va c¢ thé rut mét ngan c6 van vao
cudinam 1963, mac du hai 6ng déu dong y1a cdc cudc xdo
tréon vé chinh tri sé cé thé anh hudng xau dén tinh hinh
an ninh ¢ thon qué. Tuong ciing nén thém la chinh 6ng
Cabot Lodge, lién ngay sau cudc dao chinh cung bao cdo
vé Hoa Thinh Pén la tinh hinh an ninh tai thon qué la tét.
Nhung chi vai tuan sau tinh hinh dé da tré nén tdi té do
viéc bai bo quéc sach dp chién luoc.
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Trong cudn “Nam con meo” tac gia Francis X. Winters
da trung dan tu bién ban phién hop ty ban ngoai giao
thuong vién My ngay 8 thang 10 nam 1963, dugc triéu tap
vOi va, 101 ctia tudng Taylor noi vé su doc doan ctua o6ng
Diém ma 6ng tan thanh va so sanh véi téng thong Lincoln
cua My nhu sau:

“Chung ta can c6 moét nha doc tai trong thoi chién va
chung ta da c6”. Tudng Taylor so sainh nhtng bién phdp
dan 4p cua 6ng Diém vdi viéc tong thong Lincoln bai bo
nhting quyén hién dinh trong thoi gian néi chién ciia My
da tung gay tranh cai.””

2“The year of the hare”, University of Georgia Press,1997. Trang
93. Nguyén van: “We need a dictator in time of war and we have
one.” Taylor compared Diem’s repressive measures to Lincoln’s

controversial abrogations of con-stitutional rights during America’s
civilwar.”

Trong phiénhop d6 6ngMcNamara, luc dylabo truong
quoc phong, ciing bénh vuc 6ng Diém nhu tuéng Taylor,
danh gia dung muc su httu hiéu va thanh cong ctia 6ng
trong thoi gian 9 nam qua, mac dau sau nay khi in cuén
“In Retrospect” quan diém cua 6ng c6 hoi thay doi.



Chuong 23 i
Hoang Ngoc Thanh: Du cé loi
lam gi di nita, Ng6 Pinh Diém la
ngudi thuc su co thai do quyét
liét trong viéc bao vé chu quyén
cuadan toc Viét Nam

ng Hoang Ngoc Thanh sinh nam 1926, cuu hoc sinh

truong Quéc Hoc Hué, tham gia khang chién chong
Phép tit 1948 dén 1954. Trudc khi du hoc My quoc dé lay
bang tién si st hoc vao nam 1968, 6ng da tung la gido su
ctianhiéu truong trung va dai hoc Viét Nam ké ca truong
B6 Dé, dai hoc Van Hanh, dai hoc Hoa Hao, dai hoc Cao
Pai va Cao ddng Quéc phong. Ong bat dau tim hiéu, suu
tam, nghién ciu vé cudc doi 6ng Ngo binh Diém, nhatla
vé nguyén nhan su sup d6 ctua ché do dé nhat Cong hoa
va cai chét cua hai 6ng Diém, Nhu ngay tit ngay mong 2
thang 11 nam 1963. Nghia 1a lién ngay khi duoc tin hai
ong bi st hai. Ong da cho doc gia biét diéu do ngay 6 dau
cuén “Nhiing ngay cu6i cung cua téng thong Ngoé Dinh
Diém” ma ong viét chung v6i ba vo la Than Thi Nhan
Duc. Xuit ban tai San Jose, California nam 1994. Gido
su Ton That Thién gan day da trinh trong gidi thiéu tdc
phdm cua hai nha stt hoc nay trén mot bai bao § Canada
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(h6i thang 10, 1997)

A e 1A NHUNG NGAY
roi két luan rang: cu6i CUNG
« £ ~ \ 1
Quyén Nhiing nga : _ CUA
X 4 - & g ‘ TONG THONG
cudi cung cua tong thong NGO DINH DIEM
Ngo6 Dinh Diém la mot 7,

quyén sach ma moi
nguoi Viét Nam déu
phai c6 trong thu vién
tu cua minh, néu ho uu
tu vé xu sé, va thanh
thm muén tim hiéu
mot cach khach quan,
tuong tan, chinh xdc

HOANG NGOC THANH & THAN TH] NHAN bUC

Vé’ Céng b\lnh nhﬁng g‘l QUANG VINH & KIM LOAN & QUANG HIEU
5 > N XUATBAN
da thuc su xay ra va cac nLivy

nhan vat da duoc nhac
dén trong giai doan Hinh: T.L.
1945 - 1975 thuc su la nguoi thé nao.”

Trong tac phdm day trén 600 trang nay 2 tdc gid noi
dén ca nhiuing cai hay va cdi dg, nhiing cong lao valdilam

cta téng théng Ngo binh Diém va c¢6 van Ngo6 binh Nhu.
Vé mat tiéu cuc 6ng ba Thanh viét:

“Lam thu tudng roi téng thong, 6ng Ngoé binh Diém
long d4y nhiét huyét phuc vu quyén loi cua dan toc. Ong
lam viéc sudt ngay va 7 ngay moét tuan, ca nam hau nhu
khong nghi. Ong muén lam t4t ca moi viéc chinh tri, quan
su, kinh té, ngoai giao v.va tu viéc 16n dén viéc nho. Két
qua la 6ng 6m doém qua nhiéu, lo dén nhing viéc ma nén
dé cap duoi phu trach, thay vi nguyén thu moét nudc phai
chitrong. Nhuthé co suudongtrongbd may chinh quyén
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vi khong duogc giai quyét kip thoi.”! va day, mot nhuoc
diém khéc ctia 6ng Diém duoc phan tich mot céch té nhi:

“Ong Diém quén mat “phép nudc khong ké tinh than”
va quéa né nang anh em. Ong da dé nguoi anh 1a téng gidm
muc Thuc va nguoi em la ¢6 van Nhu anh hudng, hay cé
thé noi, chi phéi 6ng trong van dé Phat Gido. Ty vién Do
Tho datrach ci Téng giam muc Thuc vé susup d6 ctiia ché
do6 va cai chét cua téng théng Diém trong “ Nhat Ky Do
Tho”.2

Veé 6ng Nhu, téc gia ché: qua tu kiéu va séng trong ao
tuong.

Ong Thanh cung ché 6ng Diém vé cdch dung nguoi
trong gan ba trang sach, phan tich kha ty my. Sau day la
mot doan vén:

“Ong da tu quan chéng Phap, nhung lai da st dung
lau dai nhung ké da phuc vu dac luc cho thuc dan Phéap
ti Nguyén Ngoc Tho, trong chiic vu pho téng théng cho
dén cactuonglanh naola bon, Kim, Minh, Khiém, Khanh,
Lé, Oai, v.v. déu 1a nhiing nguoi di linh cho Phap thuc dan
chong dan toc Viét Nam. Hau hét nhung nguoi nay déu la
co hoéi hay xu thoi, hoac dong co quyén loi hay tham vong
ca’tnhémthl’lcdféyho.”3

Ongﬂﬂﬁuﬁldésosénhrnétcédnhétsdcténhivaknl
ddo nguoi yéu nudc Ngo6 binh Diém vdéi nhiing ngudi lanh
dao quoc gia sau 6ng nhu sau:

“Lan ranh gidi gitta ngudi yéu nudc thuc su va tén tay
sailanguoiyéunudc tim du moi cach dé bao vé chi quyén

'“Nhiing ngay cudi cuing cta téng théng Ngo Binh Diém” trang 425.
2 Tr.426.
3Tr.427.
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ctia xu sd, dén tan cung, du phai hy sinh tinh mang, phu
quy cua canhan vadongho, con tén tay sai du c6 phan déi
nhung rit cuc ciing budng xudi theo thuc dan dé khoi tén
thuong dén tinh mang, phu quy ctia ca nhan va gia dinh.

“Du 16i 14m gi di niia, ngudi yéu nudc thuc sy NGO
PINH DIEM CO THAI PO QUYET LIET TRONG SU
BAO VE CHU QUYEN CUA DAN TOC VIET NAM. Théi
do¢ nay lam chinh quyén My John F. Kennedy muu do dao
chinh va sdt hai 6ng. Va bién mién Nam thanh mot “xu
baoho” cua Hoa Ky”.4

Muctiéuchinh ctatdc phdmlaching minhbangnhing
tai liéu chinh xdc, trong s6 do co nhung tai liéu mdi duoc
giai mat gan day nhdt, rang téng thong Ngo6 Pinh Di¢m
da bi chinh quyén Kennedy dung moét sé tudng ta tay sai
dé lat dé. Ly do la vi ngudi My muén bién mién Nam Viét
Nam thanh moét xu d6 ho cua My, ma 6ng Diém nhat dinh
khong chiu, c6 gang git chu quyén ctia Viét Nam. Nhu vay
cdi chét cia 6ng Diém mang mot y nghia trong dai vi 6ng
chét cho dai nghia.

Chinh vi vay tdc gia da ca ngoi 6ng Diém bang nhting
161 that cam dong ¢ cudi sach nhu sau:

“Trudc canh tugng cac tudéng cam quyén chi lam tay
sai cho ngoai bang, hét Phap roi dén My, véi mat trdi cua
cong san Ha-ndi va con nguoi ca nhan 6ng H6 Chi Minh
dugc phoibay, hinh anh téng thoéng Diém la con ngudi yéu
nudc, chéng ca cong san va thuc dan, du Phdp hay Hoa Ky,
hy sinh tét ca dé bao vé chu quyén, véi nép song dao dic
canhan, datrénén dangkinh hon bat cunhan vat hién dai
nao tur 1945 dén nay.”

4Tr.228.
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“boi song cua téng thong Ngo binh Dién khong duoc
dai lau va 6ng khong duoc huong lac thu trén doi. Nhung
dan toc Viét Nam sé nhé lau dai dén nguoi yéu nudc Ngo
binh Diém. Tai liéu nay c¢ lé laky dailich su dau tién cho
téng thong Ngo binh Diém. Roi day khi dat nudc Viét
Nam thanh binh va vang béng quan thu, sé cé nhtung ky
dai khac, nhtng truong hoc va dai 10 mang tén 6ng. Vinh
biét téng théng Ngo6 Pinh Diém.” (Hét)>

>Tr.620, 621.
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Nguyén Chanh Thi: Ngé Dinh
Diém chi la mot keé bat tai

Hinh: T.L.

rung tuong Nguyén

Chanh Thi dudi thoi
dé nhat cong hoa mang
cdp bac dai t4, chi huy
luc lugng nhay du la
binh chung uu tu luc
dy. bau thang 11 nam
1960, vi nhe dal, hay
mién cudéng mac muu
Nguyén Triéu Hong
va Vuong Vian Doéng,
ong tham gia cuoc dao
chinh bat thanh va da
phai cung mot so si
quan chu muu lanh nan
sang Nam Vang, thu

do Cam Bo6t. Sau cudc ddo chinh thang 11 nam 1963 6ng

! Chinh 6ng thu nhan la dalam nghe theo trung td Vuong Van Béng, ma sau

nay 6ng khong ngdt nguyén ria, ciing nhu vé sau lai tin Nguyén Khanh dén néilai

bi Nguyén Khanh phan. Téi dung chirnhe da & day lavi thé.
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trd vé nudc, roi gan hai nam sau ndm quyeén tu lénh quan
doan Ikiém tulénh vung I chién thuat.

Noi chuong 6 chung to6i da trich dan 10i trung tuéng
Tran Van bon noi rang trong hang tuéng lanh, thuong toa
Thich Tri Quang tin trung tuéng Nguyén Chanh Thinhat.
Colevisutincdndovacdlé trung tudng cung ddp lailong
tin cdn cua thuong toa sao dd, cho nén khi thiéu tudng
Nguyén Cao Ky, chu tich uy ban hanh phap trung uong,
thang tay dep loan do thuong toa Thich Tri Quang lanh
dao 6 vung I, thi trung tuéng Thi cting bi lién luy hay nghi
ngo va dugc cho xudt ngoai “chua bénh thoi mai” khong
cd ngay ve.

Trong thoi gian chita bénh (?) tai My, sau nay 6ng Thi
da cho ra mat ban doc tac phdm “Viét Nam mot troi tam
su” 1a cuén hoi ky dic ¥ caa ong?. Trong cudn héi ky nay
cd nhiéu doan 1én an nang né dé nhat cong hoa va nhat la
téng thong Diém ma 6ng mo ta nhu ké bat tai vo duc.

“Ong Diém cung chi 1a mot KE BAT TAI, qua tu kiéu
vanuoi qua nhiéu tham vong, dén khi nho thoi cudc xoay
van, dua déy, nhung tham vong kia bién thanh su thuc,
ong ta to ra bat luc, khong nam ving tinh thé”.

“Vé canhan 6ng Diém, néu muon bao d6 1a mot nguoi
t6t thi cting dung. Ong la ngudi tét nh4t trong s6 5 anh em
nha Ngo, ndm trong tay tron quyén sanh sit cua 14 trié¢u
dan Viét Nam. Ong ddng xem 1a nguoi t6t nhét vi trong s6
nay 6ng kém tinh khon, sau sic va gian 4c nhat.”3

Nguoi doc tat phai hiéu 6ng Diém la ké gian 4c, chi
gian ac khong bang cdc anh em khdc ctia 6ng thoi. Sau day

2 viet Nam Mot Trai Tam Sy, tac gia Nguyén Chanh Thi, nha x.b. Xuan Thu,
Los Alamitos, CA, nam 1987.
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ching téi xin cong hién ban doc vai doan van ma 6ng Thi
da dung dé chung minh su “gian 4c” ctia téng théng Diém:

“Vicosantronglong dudinh cditao tinh thé, néntu do
vé sau toi ludn ludn dé tam tim hiéu bo mat that cua ché
do quai gé goi la “Cong Hoa Nhan Vi”?, “Cong Dong bong
Tién”. Thé r6i cang ngay toi cang kham pha thém nhung
suviéc gian tra toi té”.

“Pai khai cac viéc ma toi biét dich xdc nhu sau:

“Vu dau thau cta co cau kién thiét 6 Quy Nhon ma
chinh 6ng Di¢m da dich than ral¢nh cho mét ngucsi quen
ctia toi hoi do lam tinh trudng ¢ day phai dé cho nguoi cua
ho Ngo6 dugc trung thau.”

“Bac si Tran Kim Tuyén, trum mat vu cia Ngoé Dinh
Diém, da gui sang Thuy Siva Phap vo s6 tién bac”.

“That ra thi khong thé nao ké hét nhung hanh dong
thoi nét cua gia dinh ho Ngo va bon quan than, nhiing ké
luon ludn vo nguc tu xung “vi dan, vi nuée”.?

Co le vi khong biét c6 mot s6 tai liéu mat cua chinh
quyén Kennedy da dugc giai mat cho thay dich thuc nguoi
My c6 nhung tay vao trong cdc cudc ddo chinh 1960 va
1963, cho nén tudng Thi viét mot cdch qua quyét nhu sau:

“Tuyeét nhién khong c¢6 su nhing tay cua ngoai quéc,
du xa du gan, du truc tiép hay gian ti€p, du vat chat hay
tinh than.””

(3)Sddtrang78.

(4Sddtrang79.

(5) Sdd trang 69,70. Theo 6ng D& Mau thi 6ng Thi bat binh vé viéc tudng
Nguyén Khanh dé tudng Nguyén Van Vi va trung ta Vuong Van Boéng vé nudc
vi 6ng Thi cho rang “Vuong Van Bong la ngudi ctia Phap va co lién hé véi (trung
td) Tran Binh Lan, mét thi con Tay dang lam gian diép cho Phap”. (Viét Nam
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Cole ong Thi muon cho doc gia hiéu: Vi ong Diém thoi
ndt xdu xa qua cho nén chang can cé nguoi My hay Phap
nhung tay vao, chi nhan dan da danh d6 roi.

Nhu ai nay déu biét hai nguoi chu xuéng cudc dao
chinh 1960 1a Nguyén Triéu Hong va Vuong Van bong.
Ong Nguyén Chénh Thi chi tham du vi bi tring ké cua hai
nguoi trén. Nhung trong hoi ky 6ng Thi thuat lai y nhu
onglanguoi chu xudng vala téng chi huy®. Tuy nhién cudi
cung 6ng cung tu 16 tdy. Vinoi trang 131 6ng viét:

“Nhung sau do6 trung uy Luu Danh Rang lai nhan dién
tin khén cta trung tad Vuong Van bong bao cho toi “Lénh
trén khong cho phép ban, visg d6 vo cudc thuong thuyét”.

Lénhtrénlalénh cuaai? Nguyén Triéu Hong (dachét)?
Hoang Co Thuy? Phan Quang Dan (tic Phan Huy Pan)?
Hay mot 6ng My 6ng Phap nao? Chu nhat dinh khong
phai Nguyén Chanh Thi.”

Doc Viét Nam mot troi tam su® ctia trung tuéng Nguyén
Chénh Thi nguodi ta thay ro mot diéu: Doi voi ong Thi

Mau Lda Qué Huong Téi, trang 677). Nhu vay gian tiép vavo y 6ng D6 Mau da té
cao 6ng Thi, ban clia 6ng, khi tham gia cuéc dao chinh 11-11-1960 vdi Vuong Van
Boéngciing co lién hé vai gidn diép Phap?

®sdd trang 123. Ong Nguyén Cao Ky, ngudi ban, sau trd thanh thu, ctia 6ng
Thinoi ngugc han. Dau chuong 4 trong héi ky “Hai muci nam va hai muoi ngay”
(trang 31) 6ng Ky da viét: “CIA tng ho cudc dao chinh clia ching téi”. Nguyén
van: “The CIA backs our coup.” Va chinh éng Thi chi mét trdm trang sau da tu
mau thuan khi viét: “Nhing tudng lanh lam dao chinh 1.11.1963 hau hét la manh
doéngtheolénh ngoaibang.” (Sdd tr.220)

75dd trang125,126.

8 Trong hoi ky cua minh, trung tuéng Nguyén Chanh Thi ning I5i ché trach
nhom Nguyén Triéu Hong, Vuong Van Béng va - ndi chung - cai goi la Hoi Déng
Cach Mang ctia ho (ma éng goi la “ngay ngd, nham nhd” (dau trang 151)), trong
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khong phai chi cé moét 6ng Diém la doc tai, thoi nat, ma
tat ca moi tudéng lanh va chinh phu sau dé déu bi ong si
va, lang nhuc khong tiéc 161, ké ca nhung nguoi duge ong
Thi hop téc, ung ho, va coi la ban nhu Vuong Van bong,
Nguyén Cao Ky, Nguyén Khanh. Nhu vay phai di dén mot
két luan rét logic 1a, theo 6ng Thi, chi c6 mét minh ong
trong sach vacokha nanglanh dao mién Nam chéng cong.
Bang khong thi phai hiéu: Tat ca cac lanh tu mién Nam,
theo 6ng Thi, déu la do bo, ké ca chinh 6ng, chi cé nhung
Ho6 Chi Minh, Vo Nguyén Giap, D6 Muoi, v.v. & mién Bic
la tot, 1a hay. Nhat 1a néu nguoi doc nhin moét thuc trang

dd co luat suHoang Co Thuy (ltc &y 6ng Thuy cd lién lac nhiéu véi toa dai su My,
nénvésauvidaisunay - 6ng Durbrow - da bi téng théng Kennedy triéu hoi vé My,
vi téng théng Ng6 Dinh Diém nghingd 6ng cé yém tro nhom dao chinh. Mat vu
phu téng théng cd ndm dugc mét sé tang ching.) Xem ra éng Thi khong thudc
bai hoc 1960, nén sau nay, 1965, 6ng lai tin tudng Nguyén Khanh lam chuyén hé
do khac. Réi lai bi 6ng tudng nay di, nén lai nang 16i chi trich tuéng Khanh (cac
trang 222-227).

Nguyét San Dién Pan Phu nrsé151,thang 11nam 1996, trang 47-54, cho biét
6ng Thikhilamtulénh quan doan|céliénlacvéimét canbd codngsanténHuynh
Liéu va chura chdp mét can bé cao cdp khac, cdp bac thiéu tudng tinh bao cong
san, tén laBui Van Sac, thusng duoc goila Sau Gia. Theo tac gia bai bao thi caitin
dong trai nay do chinh ban éng Thila cyu dai ta Pham Van Liéu tiét 16. Trong hoi
ky “Hai mugi ndm, hai muai ngay” (trang 89), tuéng Nguyén Cao Ky cho biét éng
Thiconcé mét cod nhantinhlacéngsan. Colé dng Ky mudn néi dén co Trang nao
dé ma 6ng Thi quen khilanh nan 6 Nam Vang tir 1960 dén 1963.

Trong s& 155 Dién Dan Phu N, thang 3 nam 1997, dng Thi da 1én tiéng phu
nhan tintrén, ndila 6ng khéng quen biét Huynh Liéu. Ong néinéu cé lién hé, thu
tu qua lai thi hai 6ng Nguyén Mong Hung va Nguyén Hiru Nghiém thusng doc
thu ctiatulénh &t phai biét. Nhung 6ng Thinhan la c6 cho Bui Van Sac & nha éng
ma khong biét y la cong san. Ong khong da kich 6ng ban Pham Van Liéu tham
té nhu da da kich Vuong Van Béng, Nguyén Khanh, nhung ngu y t& nguac lai la
chinh 6ng Pham Van Liéu da biét ma khong cho 6ng hay dé dé phong, réi nay lai
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dang buon khac 1a: Nhung sach bao 6 Hai ngoai trong hai
thap ky nay day ray nhung 10i cua céc chinh khach da kich
lan nhau, chu it, rat it thdy nhting sdch phé binh cédc nguoi
lanh dao cong san. Tai sao lai cu dé cho nhiing nguoi da
lat 6ng Diém da kich, 1én 4n 6ng Diém khong ngét, dé
gidn ti€p tu bao chtia cho cdi téi tay troi cua ho? Nhing
tiéng noi cua nhung nguoi do gian tiép lam 1oi cho tuyén
truyén cua cong san khong it. Néu nhung nguoi nhu 6ng
Thi chang han y thiic dugc diéu do thi chac khong no cu
nguoi phe minh ma da kich, trong khi dé yén cho cac nha
bdo than cong cua My ca tung 6ng Ho6 va dang cong san.

con vu cdo éng. Cudi cling 6ng Thi két luan moét cadch mo hé: “Téi nghi cai kim
gidu mai trong tui o, cé ngay nd sé i ra, lam sao qua mat dugc thién ha”

Doc héi ky V.N.MTT.S. va I8i phan trén cua trung tuéng Nguyén Chéanh Thi
trén D.B.P.N.s6 155 réi déi chiéu véi nhiing gi dugc tiét 16 qua bai “Tuéng N.CThi
bicongsan Viét Nam cai diép vién sat nach, hay bivu cao?” dang 6 D.D.P.N.s6 151
ngudi ta co cam tudng tudng Thila mét ngudi ndng ndy, nhe da, qua dé b luava
bi phan: Hét éng Diém roi dén Vuong Van Dong, Nguyén Cao Ky, Nguyén Khanh
vacabanthanlaPham Van Liéu. Cac 6ngnay (trir &ng Pham Vin Liéu) déu bj ong
Thixiva khong tiéc 16i. Do d6 ngudi doc cé thé nght cudn héiky ctia 6ng khong
phai 6ng viét, ma do mét ban tay nao do ciing cé dung tam lua 6ng, hai dng. Nhat
la néu dugc nghe moét ngudi tiing ngdi an cling ban véi 6ng Thi & San Jose cho
biét 6ng Thi da nghiém khac [én an nhiing ké sat hai tdng théng Diém ma éng -
theo [6i nguoi ké lai - goi mot cach kinh cén lalanh tu clia 6ng.



Chuong 25
Do Tho:

Lich sii sé viét rang Hoa Ky da
mugn tay tuéng lanh giét tong
thong Ngo6 binh Diém...
Mai hau cong lao ctia tong
théng Diém to tat dugc ngudi
nguoi ca tung nhu tong thong
Lincoln cua nguci Hoa Ky

6 Tho la trung uy khong quan, mot trong 4 si quan
tuy vién cua téng thong Diém, ngudi duy nhat di theo
vaxdch chiéc cap dung gidy to quan trong cua téng thong
cho dén liuc 6ngva ong Nhuleo lén xe boc sat dé rdi bi giét
trén do sang mong 2 thang 11 nam 1963. Chang nhung
D6 Tho khong phai 1a tin d6 Cong Gido (nhtng ké ¢ ac
y thuong cho rang 6ng Diém chi tin dung nguoi trong gia
dinh hay nguoi theo dao Cong Gido) ma con la mot Phat
tl, chau rudt dai ta D6 Mau, mot ngudi rat nang nd trong
viéc1at d6 téong thong Diém.
Ngay sau cuéc dao chinh, 6ng Tho, qua xuc dong vi
thuong tiéc téng théng ma 6ng kinh yéu nhu cha dé, da
viét nhat ky! ké lai nhiing gi 6ng dugc mat thay tai nghe

"Nhat Ky D6 Tho nhat bao Hoa Binh xudt ban nam 1970.
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trong mdy nam lam tuy vién, theo sat bén téng thong, luc
lam vié¢c hay khi ngt nghi trong dinh Boc Lap, cing nhu
trong cac cudc kinh ly, va ca trong nhung dip 1€, gié ¢ Phu
Cam, Hué, khi tong thong vé hop mat véi gia quyén va
tham me gia. Ong D6 Tho da boc 16 tét ca sy kinh phuc va
thuong mén ctia minh déi voi tédng thong Ngo6 binh Diém,
va nhat la méi xuc dong sau xa manh liét trude cdi chét
bi tham cua hai 6ng Diém, Nhu. Co6 lé vi m6i xic dong
khon nguoi khi cam but, nén 6ng viét nhu nguoi néi, don
s0, moc mac, c6 chd luom thuém, nhung vi chan thuc nén
lai thanh ra sau sac la lung. Vi du, sau khi 6ng Diém chét,
bo ngoai giao My, cac phdng vién My déu qua quyét day la
mot viéc thudc noi b Viét Nam, nguoi My khong hé ¢
nhuing tay vao. Cac tuéng lanh dao chinh déu tu hao ndéi
rang d6 1a cong viéc tu minh lo 14y tir du téi cuéi?. Nhung
b6 Tho, ngay trong thoi gian do da dam khang dinh nguoc
han lai duluan chung ring:

“Lich st sé viét rang Hoa Ky da muon tay tuéng lanh
giét tong thong Ngo6 binh Diém.”

Do la moét 1oi tién tri ro rang. Sau do tac gia “Nhat Ky
D6 Tho” con tién doan manh hon khi viét:

“Mai hau cong lao cta téng thong Diém to tat duoc
nguoi nguoi ca tung nhu téng thong Lincoln cua nguoi
Hoa Ky.”3

bén nay thi phan trén cua nhan dinh 4y dunglaloi tién
tri da duoc thuc hién. Chinh téng thong Richard Nixon,
21 nam sau (1985, khi h6 so mat lién quan dén vu dao

2 Xinxem chuong24 &trén, I6ikhang dinh cliatrungtudng Nguyén Chanh Thi.
3 Nhat Ky D& Tho, trang 294.
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chinh van chua duoc
gidi mat), cung phai
nhan nhu vay trong
“No more Vietnams”
nhu chung ta da thay
6 chuong 17, tuy rang
khi o6ng Nixon viét
cudn sach do céc van

kién mat cta bd ngoai mot tuy vién
. N e N ~ theo sat tong
iao va quodc phong M

8 q p g y thong dén

chua dugc giai mat dé khi chét

c6 bang chung trén gidy ké 1ai tat ca moi chi tiét 'vé
Y R cai chét cua TONG THONG
trang muc den nhu su NGO DINH DIEM

gia Hoang Ngoc Thanh

da cévaonam 1992 khi
ong nay viét “Nhung
ngay cudi cung cua téng théng Ngo6 Pinh Diém”. Con
phan dudi thi, néu y kién cua su gia Hoang Ngoc Thanh
duoc tan thanh4, changbao lau cting sé thanh su thuc.
Nhung 161 ma bé Tho dung dé ca ngoi vi téng thong
ma ong kinh yéu nhan nhan trong cuén Nhat Ky 360 trang
cua 6ng, doi chd noi di nodi lai mét cach vung vé, noi 1én

Hinh: T.L.

moéi xic dong ludn ludn ton tai trong trdi tim. Sau day
ching t6i chi xin trich moét vai doan van.

“Qua that téng thong Ngo Dinh Diém la nguoi dung vé
phia quan chung.”

“That sugio nay toi dang viét thu tit noi coi séng vé noi
coi chét. Toi viét dé thuong kinh vi téng thong ma toi da

“Xin xem “Nhiing ngay cudi cling clia téng théng Ngo Dinh Diém”, trang 621.
> Nhat ky D& Tho, trang 312,
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theo chan trong nhiing giay phut song gié day nudc mat,
tu dinh Gia Long”.

“Toi thuong yeéu, kinh trong téng thong voi tinh cam
thiéng liéng, gitta mot tuy vién, mot con ngudi, va co lé
con nhiéu hon nua, cdc thu &y chong chat khong thé nao
catnghia duoc...”®

“Cai chét cua téng thong Diém chang dem lai mot d6i
thay tinh hinh ma con lam cho bi dat hon thi dung hon.”

“Toi la moét si quan tam thuong. Néu toi la moét chinh
tri gia, toi sé tién dodn rang, du trong tuong lai xa x0i,
téng théng Diém van la bat diéet.”

“Khi tong thong chét roi, toi bat gap moét so 16n dong
bao van treo anh téng thong trong nha. To6i cam dong lam.
Cam dong dén buodn tii ma khong noi ra. Con riéng tdi,
khung anh téng théng Ngoé binh Diém that 1on, chodn
khung tuong rong trong phong ngu toi. Toi sé treo 6 do
mai mai ma khong sg sét.”

“Toi cung xuc dong khi gap moét sé dong bao khong tin
téng thong da chét. Ho cho rang téng thong da xuat ngoai
hodc &n 6 mot vung nao do. Thi hai cta hai nguoi trén xe
M113 la gia. Toi xdc nhan téng thong da chét that. Nhung
ho van hoai nghi, di1 tin tuéng 6 t6i.”8

Nhac lai su binh tinh la lung cua téng théng Diém, vao
nhung gio phut cudi cung tai nha éng Ma Tuyén trong
Cho Lon, b6 Tho viét:

“Nhung la lung thay téng thong Diém than nhién ngoi
uong tra, phai chang téng thong dang nghi téi cudc doi

®sdd trang 322.
’sdd trang 323.
85dd trang 328.
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tién thanh 6 thé gidi bén kia, xing dang la moét tong thong
Ngo6 Pinh Diém bt diét ngan doi.”?

Thai d¢ thanh than ctia 6ng Diém tronglic nguy nan, ké
can cai chét doi voi vi trung ay tré chua vo con luc dy dang
laylam “lalung.” Nhung 6ng sé khong ngac nhién, néu biét
dugc rang téng thong Diém, tuy cé thé nhin thay trudc la
sau ong sé 1a “dai hong thuy” 10 va “phe quéc gia sé thua”l,
nhung von séng bang duc tin Thién Chua Gido, 6ng hiéu
vadat “Thanh Y Chua” 1én trén hét. Ong ciing thdm nhuan
triét ly Nho Gido nén cung hiéu “Muu su tai nhan, thanh
su tai Thién”. Va éng cung khong phai khong biét céi “vo
thuong” va “sac sac, khong khong” ctia nha Phat. Con doéi
V6i cdi chét, dng biét hon ai hét con nguoi ai cung phai chét
va nhiéu vi nhan trudc 6ng da chét bat dac ky tu, nhu ban
6ng, Ramon Magsaysay, nhu thanh Gandhi, nhu Abraham
Lincoln, va dé nhat vi nhan, siéu nhan, “than-nhan” Jesus
Christ con chét moét cach 6 nhuc tran trudng trén thap tu
gid ntra kia. Vay thi néu 6ng co6 bi chét vao tay ngudi My, vao
tay nhting bay toi cua 6ng thi co gi ddng lam 6ng thang thét
ma chéng binh tinh ng6i uéng tra nhu khong cé gi xay ra?
Tahay doc tiép nhat ky Bo Tho.

“Téng thong Diém da dem dén cho t6i nhiéu uu
tu thuong mén. Téng thong con cho téi hiéu ro dugce

?5.D.D.trang 335.
10Xin xem cudi chuong 26: Phan Kim Vinh.

" Xin xem dau chuong 27. Karnow da thuat lai I6i tdng théng Diém tién tri
la “Cong san sé danh bai ching ta (phe quéc gia).” trong cudn “Vietnam, a his-
tory”, trang 231-232, nguyén vdn: “Summing up the experience, Diem made a
prophetic comment at the time: “The communists will defeat us, not by virtue
of their strength, but because of our weakness. They will win by default.”
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tinh vi tha cua mét ké bi phan boi ma tam hon van cao
thuc_)ng.12

“Trong giay phut dang viét dong chtt nay, long to6i dang
lén tran ngap. Nudc mat toi chay dai trén ma. Toi dau dén
vé cdi chét, cai budn tui, cdi co quanh.”13

“Toéng thong Ngo binh Diém dugc coi 1a nguoi dung
co do6 16n lao. Nguoi da binh dinh mién Nam duoc 6n
dinh trong mot tinh thé that roi reng ctia 1954. Nhung roi
trong hai vu binh bién téng théng Ngoé Pinh Diém lai bi
nhung nguoi 6ng hang thuong yéu rap tam ha bé va giét
chét. Nhu thé cudc doi nay cé nghia gi dau.”

Trung uy D6 Tho tré tudi, chua vo con, cudc doi con
nhiéu hia hen. Nhung 6ng da két thuc nhat ky cua minh
bang motnhan xéttriétly dayynghianhutrén. Phaichang
Do Tho dé linh cam thdy minh chdng con s6ng dugc may
ngay nta, hay vi cau két thuc bi quan nay, ma 6ng da di tim
cai chét qua tiém thuc. Béivi changbao 1au sau d6 b6 Tho
da tirnan trong moét phi vu gan ba Nang.

"2 Nhat Ky D6 Tho trang 349.
" Ibid.
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Pham Kim Vinh: Ng6 Dinh Diém
con vuot xa hon ca H6 Chi Minh

ham Kim Vinh la

cyu si quan quan
lyc Viét Nam Cong
Hoa, 14 ndm quan vu.
Ong ciing 1a luat su hoi
vién luat su doan toa
thuong thidm Saigon.
boc gia cac bao Chinh
Lugn, Diéu Hdu, Phdt
trién, Cao bdng Qudc
Phong, v.v. trudc thang
4 nam 1975 thuong
biét 6ng qua but hiéu
Truong Tt Phong. Sang

Hinh: T.L.

My tut 1975, 6ng dugc quyén giang day chinh thuec tai cac
truong dai hoc 6 tiéu bang California vé bao chi, chinh tri,

luat phap. Ngoai ra 6ng con lam chu nhiém chu but nhiéu

to bao va diéu khién nhung trung tdm chinh tri xa hoi.
Trong vong 12 nam, tit 1976 dén nam 1988 1a nam Xuan

Thu cho xuat ban cu6n Cdi chét ciia Viét Nam, nhiung tran
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ddnh cudi cung cta o6ng, tinh ra 6ng da viét téng cong 23
tdc phdm trong dé c6 6 cuén bang Anh ngu. Thang tunam
1997 doc gia 6 Uc da thdy bay ban cudén Con co hoi nao cho
nguoi quoc gia, tac gia Pham Kim Vinh.

Cuoén The politics of selfishness: Vietnam. The past as
prologue duoc chinh tac gia dich ra Viét Ngu véi tua dé:
Nhang bi dn vé cdi chét ciia Viét Nam, Kissinger trong bay sap
va do nha xudt ban Nguoi Viét xuat ban nam 1977 (chi 2
nam sau khi cong san chiém mién Nam). Trong tdc phdm
hon 200 trang nay tdc gia da ndéi 1én nhting sai lam cua
phe quoc gia va nhat 1a ctia bdo chi My ¢6 trach nhiém 1én
trong viéc lam mat Nam Viét Nam vao tay cong san, dong
thoi cang chung minh tinh than chién dau anh dung cua
quan luc Viét Nam Cong Hoa. Mac dau sach cua Pham
Kim Vinh ra doi truéc cuén No more Vietnams cua tong
thong Nixon va cuén hoi ky Swords and ploughshares cua
tuéng M. Taylor nhiéu nam, nhung éng cung cung nhan
dinh nhu hai chinh khdch nayla that bai mét phan do viéc
lat d6 6ng Diém. Sau day la mot vai doan van trich tit ban
Viét Ngit tac phdm noi trén:

“Nhung loi diém 16n nhat cua mién Nam Viét Nam
nam 1954 la c6 dugc moét lanh tu co kha ndng va dao duc
tuong duong dé choi lai huyén thoai H6 Chi Minh: Ngo
binh Diém.”

“Vé thanh tich chéng Phap, chéng Nhat, Ong Ngo Dinh
Diém con vuot xa hon ca Hd Chi Minh.”?

“Critchfield viét rang ndm 1963, khi hay tin éng Diém

'sdd trang 73. Di nhién téc gia khéng c6 y néi chéng Phap biing vé luc, bing
chién thuat bién ngudi nhu trong tran Dién Bién Phu la diéu 6ng Diém thua 6ng
Ho rat xa.
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bi ha sat, gioi lanh dao Cong san Viét Nam rat vui mung
nhung chua ddm tin. C6 ké con kéu rang: “Chuyén ay tot
qué nén chua chac dala that.”?

“Nguoi ngoai quéc khong thé hiéu ndi rang cai chét
ctia 6ng Diém 1a méot mat mat 1én lao dén nhu thé nao doi
vé6iuy tin cia mién Nam tu do.”

“Cabot Lodge: ‘Viét Nam c6 du nguoi dé lanh dao.
Chung to6i khong can 6ng Diém.” Thé roi sau nay cung
nhiing nguoi dugc 6ng Lodge tra 10i nhu thé lai dugc nghe
Cabot Lodge ndi khac: “Thé ma bay gio chung téi lai phai
ndm lay Nguyén Cao Ky’.”

“Chua hét. Cai chét ctia 6ng Diém con la cai chét cta
Viét Nam tu do sau nay.”

“Ngay tur cu6i nam 1962 6ng Diém da than v6i cé van
binh dinh ctia 6ng la Sir Robert Thompson rang: ‘Néu xu
nay mat thi d¢ 1a tai bao chi My’.”

“Thang 9 nam 1963, khi thay da hét hy vong, 6ng Diém
noi véi Thompson: (Ong Diém muon 16i cua vua Louis
XV ctia Phép) ‘Sau toi sé la tran hong thuy’ (Aprés moi le
deluge).?

“P6i voi HO Chi Minh can trit 6ng Diém thi méi thang
dugc mién Nam. My va cac nudc tu do va hang ngu nguoi
Viét quoc gia dan dan roi vao cam bay cua Ha No¢i. That
la moét tham kich ctia mién Nam sau ndm 1954, khi ¢4 hai
ton gido 16n (Phat Gido va Cong Gido) déu co phan trach
nhiém nang trong viéc lam sup do6 ché do cua 6ng Diém.

Cong Gido ing ho qud. Phat Gido chéng du qua.”*

25dd trang75.
3Sdd trang 76-77.
“sdd trang 81-82. Tac gia ndi nhiéu va lén an thuong toa T.T. Quang la ngusi
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Trong cuén “Cai chét cia Nam Viét Nam. Nhing tran
d4nh cuéi cung”>, chuong 11, két luan, 6ng khong nhiing
khong da kich ché do6 Ngo binh Diém la doc tai, ma con
nghi chua doc tai dung muc:

“Con nhd rang khi mién Nam V.N. séng dudi chinh
quyén Ngo6 binh Diém, c6 nhiing ké vi Iy do riéng tu, ké
caly do bi cong san dau doc va thuc ddy, da than thé véi
dam bdo chi My la chinh quyén Diém “doc tai”. Va thé
gidi Tay phuong lai c6 hién tugng ky qudc la culam le chi
trich cac chinh quyén chong céong tai thé gisi dé tam la
doc tai. Trong khi thé gisi dy (Tay Phuong) khong bao gio
ddm manh dan 1én dn chinh sdch phi nhan cung cuc cua
cac chinh quyén cong san. Mot chinh quyén chong cong
tai mot nudc cham tién bat budc phai han ché sutudo ca
nhan ¢ mét muc nao do, khi chinh quyén hop phap cua xu
ay dang bi cong san muu tim su lat d6 bang chién tranh
khuynh dao.”®

lanh dao cac cudc tu thiéu va xudng dusng gay réi clia mét s6 Phat tu trong
“cudc khiing hoang Phat Gido” ¢ nhiing trang 83 va 84.

> NXB Xuan Thu, 1988.

®sdd trang 407



Chuong 27
Loi ban chung

ua nhung 1oi khen tiéng ché ctia 26 nhan vat thuoc
nhiéu thanh phan va xu huéng khac nhau hy vong ban

doc da cé mot hinh anh khéi quat vé tong théng Ngo binh
Diém, tuy khong day du nhung kha r6 nét. Vi nhung 1oi
man ban van tat, kém theo mot s6 thong tin gisi han lién
quan dén con nguoi, lap truong va hanh dong ctia cac tac
gidnéutrén, dugc trinh bay trong mot s6 chuong, ban doc
cung da cé moét y niém vé cdc tac gia do va co thé tu ddanh
gia nhung 16i khen tiéng ché ctia ho d6i voi 6ng Diém.

Ngoai ra, kéem theo nhting 16i khen tiéng ché danh cho
ngudi lanh dao quoc gia lic 4y, cung c6 mét s thong tin
cuc bo vé tinh hinh dat nudc ta trong giai doan lich st tit
1954 dén 1963. V6i nhung thong tin gidi han do ban doc
han cung thay dugc phan nao boi canh lich st trong do
nhung 10i khen tiéng ché danh cho 6ng Diém duoc dua
ra. Trong chuong nay, can ct vao y kién ctia 26 tac gia ndi
trén, toi xin trinh bay mot cdch téng quat mot vai y nghi
riéng vé 3 diém:

1. Con nguoi 6ng Ng6 binh Diém.

2. Nhting nguoi khen va nhitng nguoi ché 6ng Diém.
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3. Tinh hinh téng quat trong, trudc va sau thoi gian 6ng
Diém cam quyén.

Thu nhat. Vé 6ng Ngoé Pinh Diém:

N6i chung, phan dong nhiing nguoi ché 6ng Diém ctuing
phai cong nhan ong 1a nguoi ngay thing, can dam, yéu
nudc, trit cac 6ng b6 Mau, Nguyén Chanh Thiva Sheehan.
Nhung ho cho rang 6ng thiéu kha nang hanh chinh, ém
dom khong chiu uy quyén cho thuoc cép, qua lé thudc vao
gia dinh, bién chinh quyén cua 6ng thanh ché do gia dinh
tri, doc tai, chuyén quyén, dan ap doi lap, ky thi ton gido
vatham chi cac 6ng b6 Mau, Nguyén Chanh Thi, Sheehan
con két toi ong Diém bach hai Phat Gido. Trong s6 nhiing
nguoi ché cting c6 nguoi nhu 6ng Bernard Fall, Stanley
Karnow, H6 Si Khué va trung tuéng Tran Van Don khen
6ng Diém thong minh chiu tim hiéu sau xa vé dat nudc.
Ba ong trén déu dung dén nhung tu tién tri, tién li¢u, thdy
trudc, noi trudc dé noi vé su sang sudt cia 6ng trong khi
nhin thoi cuocl. Ong Ho Si Khué va trung tuéng Tran Van

(1) Riéng 6ng Karnow da viét noi trang 231-232, cudén “Vietnam, a history”
nhu sau: “Thau tém kinh nghiém, 6ng Diém da dua ra mét |6i binh luan tién tri
vao luc dy: “Nhiing ngusi cong san sé danh bai ching ta, khong do ho manh, ma
vichingtayéu. Ho sé thang vi chiingtabd cudc.” Nguyén van: “Summing up the
experience, Diem made a prophetic comment at the time: “The communists
will defeat us, not by virtue of their strength, but because of our weakness. They
will win by default.”

Va cing chinh Karnow khi noi vé thai dé ctia dng Diém cuong quyét bac bd
hiép dinh Genéve nam 1954 cling cho rang 6ng Diém da tién tri la hiép dinh do
sé dua tsi mot cudc chién tranh chitl. G 1an nay Karnow da dung tu “prescient”
thay vi “prophetic”: Sdd trang 221. Nguyén van: “Diem also rejected the Geneva
accords,which put half of Vietnam under Communist control, and he predicted
that “another deadly war” lay ahead for Vietnam. His forecast was prescient:
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bon con néu nhing thanh tich to 16n ma 6ng Diém dat
dugc 6 néng thon, va éng duoc long dan nhu thé nao. Vé
phia nguoi My c¢ dai su Cabot Lodge, cdc 6ng Newman
va Schlesinger tuy dung vé phia ché nhung cting cé nhung
16i khen de dat. Ong Bui Diém danh gid 6ng Diém nhu la
chinh khich séc sdo tinh khon. Ong Truong Nhu Tang coi
ong Diem nhu diéu bi 4n, con nguoi huyén bi. (1bis)

Tat ca nhung nguoi khen 6ng Diém déu cho 6ng Diém
la nguoi tai tri, duc do, yéu nudc chan thanh, cuong quyét
choéng 1¢ thuoc ngoai bang. D6i voi nhiing nguoi nay 6ng
Diém la nguoi chong cong san hitu hiéu nhat, cé nhing
chuong trinh cai tién rong 16n khién dat nudc phdt trién
thuan loi. Vé nhung thanh tich trong nhing nam dau hau
hét, ké ca nhung nguoi ché, déu coi 6ng Diém nhu vi ciu
tinh cua d4t nudc. C6 mét diém ma nhiéu nguoi khen ong
Diém cting phé binh 6ng la qud nidng tinh cam gia dinh
dé cho anh em lam hong viéc 16n cua 6ng. Nhitng nguoi
khen 6ng Diém déubac bé hoan toan luan di¢u cua nhung
nguoi ché cho rang 6ng dan ap Phat Gido. Theo ho nhiing
x40 tron chinh tri mua hé nam 1963, dugc ménh danh la
cuoc khung hoang Phat Gido - phat xuét tit mot lam 16i
nho ctia pht tong théng lién quan dén van dé treo co ton
gido va thé thuc treo co ton gido noéi chung - la do muu do
chinh tri hoan toan chi khong phai van dé ton gido.

Qua céc chuong 6, 12, 15, 17, 18, ban doc han da thay
ong Diém duoc dan qué thuong mén. Chinh nhting nguoi

after eight years of conflict and four hundred thousand soldiers and civilians
dead, the agony was far from finish.”

(1bis) Trong hoi ky “In Retrospect” (trang 42 ) 6ng McNamara cting néi dng
Diém lamot bidn (an egnima) déivéi dng.
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chitrich 6ng Diém nhu Tran Van Don, H6 SiKhué, Duong
Van Minh lai la nhting nguoi khong thé pht nhan dan que
kinh trong 6ng Diém. Ma dan qué la da so, tuyét dai da so,
vi 85 phan tram nguoi Viét Nam thoi d6 song 6 nong thon.
Cung vi vay 6ng Diém chu trong dac biét t6i cac chuong
trinh “khu tru mat”, “dinh dién” va Ap Chién Lugc. Trong
tac phdm When Heaven and Earth changed places? tac gia
Le Ly Hayslip, mot cuu can bo giao lién Viét Cong, cting
phai néi dén nhung nguoi linh quoc gia kha ai, ban ngay
thi di lam rudng giup dan, ban dém thi thuc canh cho dan
ngu binh yén khong bi cong san khudy nhiéu. Ba ciing
thuat lai viéc ba Ngoé binh Nhu dich than dén moét dp gan
ba Néang dé t6 chuc thiéu nit va phu ntt cong hoa nham
bao v¢ xém lang khoi su khuing b6 cua cong san. Hai viéc
trén gidn ti€p ching minh chinh quyén Ngo6 binh Diém
thuclonglo cho dan qué. Chonén nguoi dan nao khongbi
cong san tuyén truyén lua bip at thuong 6ng Diém. Nhung
nhiing sy viec d6 khong dugc bao chi My quang bé.2bis

2 Tam dich: “Khi troi dét doi ngdi”, nha xuét ban Double Day, New York, May
1989.Trang 33 va 34.

25 Francis X. Winters trongtac phdm “Nam Con Méo” da kham pharamét
coéng dién clia dai st Cabot Lodge dénh vé Hoa Thinh B&n ngay 30 thang 8 nam
1963 trong do c6 nguyén van 16i dai st Phap Roger Lalouette nhan xét vé 6ng
Ngé Binh Diém va 6ng Ngé Binh Nhu nhu sau: “Diem has a steadfastness and
determination which is rare in Asia and is valuable. In many ways he is the best
chief of state in South East Asia. His weakness is that he is not a political lead-
er, cannot make speeches, cultivate the press, etc. He is much better with Nhu
than without him. Nhu is efficient and intelligent. The war against the Viet Cong
can be won with Diem administration in office.” Tam dich: Ong Diém cé duc tinh
kién dinh va qua quyét la diéu hiém cé 6 A Chau va diéu dé rat dang quy.Vé nhiéu
mat 6ng ta la vi quéc trusng tét nhat 6 Déng Nam A. Nhuoc diém clia 6ng ta la
ong khong phai tha lanh chinh tri, khéng biét an noi trudc quan ching va gay
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Mot s6 nha bdo, st gia va chinh khach ngoai quéc goi
ong Diém la 6ng quan. Cé nguoi, nhu dai su Nolting, thich
cdi tinh quan cdch cua 6ng Diém, vi thdy trong con nguoi
6ng co nhiing duc tinh cao quy ctia mot nha nho da dugc
ren luyén dé cam quyén. Ba Marguerite Higgins thi goi
ong Diém la 6ng quan bi hiéulam, cingnguy éng Diém la
mot nha cam quyén theo dao ly ciia nha Nho, va con nhan
xét 6ng la mot nha Nho hon la moét tin d6 Cong Gido. Co
ngudi, nhu nha bdo tré thanh st gia Karnow, khi goi 6ng
Diémla6ng quanlanguyquanlai, thulai, thiéu sangkién,
thiéu tinh cach mang can thiét trong cudc chién tranh
chéng cong. Cling ¢ nguoi nhu st gia Uc Denis Warner
goi 6ng Diém la “Nha :
St 106 Last Gonfucian
rang 6ng thdm nhuan
tinh than Nho Gido
(Tuc Khéng Gido), lay
Puc tri dan.

Cungcoéngudiléndan
ong Diém la bat trung,
dalanhaNhomakhong
gitt cau “Trung than bat
su nhi quan” theo dao

cam tinh véi bao gidi. Cé ong
Nhu bén canh thi tét cho éng ta
nhiéu hon la khéng cé 6ng Nhu.
Nhu la nguoi théng minh va dac
luc. Chién tranh chéng cong co

Bengyin Speel 858

thé thang vai chinh quyén Diém j i
tai chuc? (Sdd trang 75) Nha nho cuéi cung. Hinh: T.L.
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Tam Cuong (Quéan than, Phu phu, Phu tu), Ngu Thuong
(Nhan, Nghia, L&, Tri, Tin), 1at éng Bao Dai (trong cudc
trung caudany 1955). Nhung nhting ngudi hiéu Nho Gido
hon thi cho rang Manh Tu da day “Dan vi quy, xa tac thu
chi, quan vi khinh”, thi néu 6ng Diém vi dan vi nudc ma
lat 6ng Bao bai thi khong ddng trach. Co lé chinh 6ng Bao
bai, da tung la mot quan vuong, va cting da doc ky Manh
T, cting thong cam cho 6ng Diém, nén mdi cé thai do va
101 noi nhu da trinh bay 6 cudi chuong 1. Va lai luc dy ong
Bao bai khong con la vua ntta, sau khi tuyén bé: “tha lam
dan mot nudc doc lap” ngay 25 thang 8 nam 1945.

bé danh gia nhting 1oi khen tiéng ché mot nguoi tusng
cung nén dua ra moét tiéu chédn luan ly co ban 1a trén doi
nay khong ai hoan toan ca (nhan vo thap toan). Mot vi
lanh dao quoc gia cang khong thé hoan toan. Nhu ong
Nixon da noi: “Moi lanh tu déu pham 16i 1am.” Vi vay khen
ma bao cai gi 6ng Diém lam cung tot ca 1a khong dung.
Thoi xua c6 nguoi néi “vao mot lang ma nghe ai cting
khen 6ng trudng lang thi phai xét lai. Vao mot lang khac
thdy ai ciing ché 6ng trusng lang, ciing phai xét lai. Ong
truéng lang nao c6 nguoi khen ma cting c6 nguoi ché do
la 6ng trudng lang tot.” biéu do6 chung té khong ai ¢6 thé
lam vira 1ong moi nguoi.2ter

Tot la tuong doi véi cai khong tét bang, hay véi cai xau
hon. M6t lanh tu quéc gia khi con tai chuc trong nhan dan

2ter Tuy nhién cing cé ngudi nhu Dennis J. Duncanson cho rang that hiém

khinghe cd aindixdu vé cadnhan 6ng Diém. (Governmentand revolution in Viet-
nam, trang 210 va 211. Nguyén véan: “Ng6 Dinh Diem was a likeable man, perpetu-
ally good humoured; although his policies have been universally condemned, it
was rare to hear anyone speak ill of him personnally.”
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co6 nguoi cho 1a tot, cd nguoi cho la xdu. Nhung khi 6ng ta
chét rdi, so sanh véi nhting nguoi ké vi thay nhiing nguoi
sau nay xau hon mdi nhan ra nguoi trudc la tot. Mot dieu
khac cung quan trong dé danh gia 1oi khen tiéng ché do
la tu cach cta nguoi khen hay ché, quan niém cta ho vé
nhting van dé lién hé va ly do, hoan canh trong d¢ phat
xuat 10i khen, tiéng ché. Vi du mot nguoi khong biét gi
vé hoi hoa ma ché mot tac phdm hoéi hoa thi di nhién 16i
ché khong ddng tin bang ctia mét nguoi trong nghé hay
am tuong vé hoi hoa. Phé binh mét thu lanh chong cong
ma khong hiéu ban chat cong san, khong am tuong cac
phuong phdp ddu tranh cua cong san thi lam sao khoi
lam. Hon nta tinh luong thién, long tu 4i, thai dé va muc
dich chay toi v.v. cia mot s6 tc gia déu c6 anh hudéng dén
161 khen hay tiéng ché cua cac vi do. Vi vay cung can xét
vé con nguoi va hoan canh cing nhu ly do ctia nhung 1oi
khen tiéng ché nua. Déi khi qua tiéng ché ctia mét nguoi
ta con co thé danh gid con nguoi do.

Thi hai: Vé tac gia nhiing 16i khen tiéng ché

A. Trong s6 nhitng ngudi khen téng théng Diém, trudc
hét cé nha cdch mang Phan Béi Chau. Loi khen cua ong:
“Ng6 binh Diém la chi si, vi nhan” dugc ndi lén nhan luc
thdy ong Diém khong mang danh 1gi chic tudc, khong so
nguy hiém, tir chuic dé to thai do khong hop tac, chong doi
chinh quyén thuc dan. Loi khen d6 cung chi cé gid tri luc
ay va trong hoan canh ay. Tiéc rang chi si Phan Boi Chau
khong song thém hon hai chuc nam nira dé phé phan viéc
6ng Diém lam trong nhiing nam 6ng cam quyén va cu chi
khong khuat phuc cua 6ng Diém trudc nguoi My.
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Thu dén 1a 6ng Bao bai, nguoi da moi 6ng Diém lam
thu tudng, rdi bi trudt phé trong thoi gian 6ng Diém cam
quyén, ma nhiéu nguoi cho rang éng Diém da phan boi
dich than té chuc cudc trung cau dan y dé truat phé quoc
truong ciia minh ma minh da thé trung thanh phuc vu. Ai
cting nghi chic 6ng Bao Dai phai thu ghét hay khinh miét
ong Di¢m. Nhung trdi lai, 17 nam sau khi 6ng Diém mat,
6ng Bao Dai van gitt su quy mén danh cho 6ng Diém tu
trudc. Van goi 6ng Diém languoi “thong minhliém khiét”,
va la “nguoi yéu nudc, chét trong khi thi hanh nhiém vu”
bao vé té quéc. Ong cling xdc nhan 6ng Diém khong thé
v6i 6ng, ciing khong thé trung thanh d6i véi 6ng. Mala thé
trudc tuong Chua, thé trung thanh vdéi té quéc. Vivay, du
co bitruat phé bdi ong Diém chiang nita, néuviéc truat phé
d¢ sau nay chung t6 la dung dan thi 6ng danh chap nhan.
Ngay thoi gian d6 c6 thé lakhé ch4p nhan. Nhung sau nay,
sau bao nhiéu bién c6 xay ra, néu c6 chut long thuong dan
at phai nhan ra rang bi truat phé dé cho mot nguoi khac
co kha nang va hoan canh thuan l¢i hon lo vi¢c nudc thi
cang tot. B¢ la thai d6 cua moét nguoi yéu nudc, cia mot
nguoi do luong, cuia mot ngudi quan tu. Tuy 6 vao hoan
canh kho khan, 6ng khong lam dugc gi nhiéu cho dan cho
nudc nhu 6ng mong muoén. Nhung éng da séng va hanh
dong véi tam long quang dai. Nén tuy khong phai la moét
minh quan, nhung cting khong ai né goi 6ng la hon quan.
Tuy 6ng khong ciu duoc nude. Nhung cting khong ai bao
ong ban nudc.

Cac 6ng Cao Thé Dung, Pham Kim Vinh 1a hai nha bdo,
nha gido, va st gia, tuy khong cé y bénh vuc nha Ngo, vi
trong cac tac phdm cua cac o6ng cung cé nhung 16i phé
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binh ché d6 Ngoé Pinh Diém, nhung cung da khen ong
Diém 6 nhiéu diém.

Sau hét trong s6 cdc tac gia nguoi Viét khen 6ng Diém
nhiéu nhat va qua quyét véi bang chung rang 6éng Diém
da chét vi bao vé cht quyén Viét Nam la trung iy D6 Tho
vatién sist gia Hoang Ngoc Thanh. C4c chuong 21,23 da
noiro diéu do.

Vé phia nguoi My 3 vi tong thong da khen 6ng Diém.
Ong Eisenhower va 6ng Johnson khen 6ng Diém luc 6ng
nay dang thanh cong. C6 ngudi cho rang néu biét trudc
ong Diém vé sau that bai nhu vay chac hai ong khong khen
manh dén thé. Nhung nhu hoi ky cua téng théng Johnson
va dai st Nolting cho biét thi l1au sau khi 6ng Diém chét,
hai vi tong thong nay, néu khong thuong tiéc vi cim mén
6ng Diém, thi cung ldy lam tiéc va tu trach chinh phu My
danhungtayvao cuoc dao chinhvacai chét ctia 6ng Diém,
16i theo su that bai cua moét dai cuong chua bao gio biét
bai la gi. Con 6ng Nixon chi gap 6ng Diém mot lan trong
khi lam phé cho Téng Thong Eisenhower, nhung ctung
to ra quy trong 6ng Diém. Va sau khi 6ng Diém chét roi,
that bai réi, van khen 6ng khong tiéc 1oi. Tuy 6ng Nixon
ctiing c6 ché 6ng Diém nhung trong cdi ché do c6 nguy
ché chinh phu My nhiéu hon. Ong bao 6ng Diém qué tin
tuong 6 dong minh ctia minh, va tuéng khong ai thay thé
minh dugc. Lai c6 nguoi sé bao 6ng Nixon nguoi dang
CongHoa, nén bénh 6ng Diém dé hauy tin ddng Dan Chu.
Nhung néu 6ng Diém la nguoi tam thuong thi viéc gi mot
tong thong dai cuong lai phai ha minh bénh vuc dé€ lam
mat uy tin cua dan toc minh, khi 6ng Diém da chét rdi va
luc &y dang bi nhiéu nguoi chi trich, 1én an.
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Ngoai 3 vi téng thong ra, trong s6 ngudi My khen 6ng
Diém con phai ké dén tudng Maxwell Taylor va dai su
Frederick Nolting. Tuéng Taylor tuy chi gap téng thong
Dié¢m vai lan nhung cting nhan thdy 6ng Diém la nha lanh
dao tai ba va cuong quyét. Hinh anh cdi nap hop Pandora
theo than thoai Hy Lap duogc 6ng dung dé so sanh véi ong
Diém dandilén hét su cam phuc cua dng.

Con dai su Nolting thi la nguoi da cé rat nhiéu dip
gan 6ng Diém trong cac cuoc hoi dam, thuong thuyét, va
trong cac chuyén di kinh ly, da hiéu dugc phan nao con
nguoi, tinh tinh 6ng Diém va nhat 1a 14p truong cta 6ng
Diém, y nghia ctia tung chinh siach 6éng Diém thuc hién
tai nong thon nham nang cao muc séng nguoi dan qué la
thanh phan chiém 85 phan tram dan sé luc ay. Cho nén
mac du thay ong Diém la nguoi kho thuyét phuc va kho
thuong thuyét co loi cho phia Hoa Ky, van phai nhan rang
6ng Diém co ly va hanh dong dung, néu chua thanh cong
la vi tré ngai, khé khdn qua 16n, chi khong phai vi chinh
sach sai hay vi khong biét lam viéc. Chi vai thang sau khi
6ng Diém bi ha va bi sat hai, 6ng Nolting da tu chic d€ néi
lén subat dongy cua 6ng d6i véi chinh sach cua chinh phu
My dé6i véi chinh quyén cua téng thong Diém. Ngoai ra,
mot phan cung vi 6ng da tién liéu dugc nhiing gi con tai
hai hon gap boéi sé xay ra sau nay.

Sau hét con hai nguoi nua ciing hoan toan khen va
bénh vuc 6ng Diém la 6ng Colby va nit ky gia Marguerite
Higgins. Ong Colby tuy khong c6 dip gin 6ng Diém nhiéu
nhu 6ng Nolting nhung nhin ro thuc trang mién Nam Viét
Nam va co vé cting thong cam véi lap truong va céch thic
lam vi¢c ctia 6ng Diém, nén da nhin nhan 6ng Diém lanha
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doc tai nhung cho la do la thu doc tai chdp nhan duocvila
mot thu doc tai cé hao y, va danh phai chip nhan do tinh
trang chién tranh dang xay ra thuc su gitta hai phe quoc
gia va cong san. Tinh trang chién tranh do, c6 hiéu duoc
cong sanva cdc phuong phap cung chu truong chién tranh
toan bo ctia cong san thi madi thdy noé thuc su dang dién ra
va dién ra mot cach nguy kich nhu thé nao.

Trong khi dao chinh dién ra mét nhan vién CIA 1a
trung td Lou Conein lu6én c6 mat tai phong hop cua céc
tudng chu muu khién nhiéu nguoi trach Colby sao dé dan
em dinh liuvaoviéclat d6 6ng Diém. Vivay 6ng da phaico
gang trung dan nhiéu bang chung va ly lé dé ching minh
rang theo chinh sach ctia toa Bach 6c luc dy cac nhan vién
CIA 6 Nam Viét Nam da duoc dat hoan toan dudi su diéu
dong truc ti€p cua dai si Cabot Lodge. Tiéc rang luc dé
nguoi ké nhiém o6ng Colby ¢ Saigon 1a John Richardson
rat c6 thé luc va am hiéu tinh hinh Viét Nam lai nhiét
thanh ung ho 6ng Diém da bi 6ng Lodge tim cdch thuyén
chuyén vé Hoa Thinh bon.

Nt ky gia My Marguerite Higgins cting bénh vuc lap
truong cua 6ng Di¢m. Ba da nhiéu lan dén Viét Nam (cho
t6i 1963 14 71an), lai duoc tiép xuc nhiéu véi dng Diém va
dan chung, nhét 1a nong dan, va trong thdng tam la thang
cdc cudc roi loan xay ra tram trong nhat lai chinh la lic
ba sang Viét Nam voi nhiém vu tim hiéu vé thuc chat cta
nhung vu chong déi ché do, va ¢ lai ca thang troi di khap
noi, chung kién tan mat nhing hoat dong cua phe chéng
doi do mot s6 thuong toa, dai duc lanh dao. Vi vay ba
hiéu dugc rang nhung cudc chéng doi dé khong do ong
Di¢m dan ap Phat gido, ma dich thuc chung c6 muc dich
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chinh tri. Ong D6 Méau cho rang rat c6 thé ba bi nha Ngo
mua chuoéc va “tiém cho nhung tai liéu that thiét” dé ba
viét. Nhung da khong trung duoc bang ching vé su mua
chudc d6. Ong P6 Mau cting bao ba rat dep vakhéu goi da
tung la tinh nhan cua nhiéu tuéng lanh khdc, ham y rang
céc tuéng Harkins va Krulak, 1a hai tuéng rat ing h¢ 6ng
Diém, da bi ba anh hudng sao d6. Do Mau c6 cho bao 6ng
ta khong them tra 16i nhiitng nguoi dem doi tu 6ng ra phé
binh. C6 lé ba Higgins, chét tirho6i 1966, ciing khong them
doi dap voi ong Do Mau lam chi.

B. Vé phia ché, Trudc hét phai ké hai tuéng D6 Mau va
Nguyén Chanh Thi 14 hai nguoi chdng nhiing ché ma con
1én 4n, két téi nang né 6ng Diém, khong thiéu toi gi. ROi
dén cac tudng Tran Van bon, Nguyén Cao Ky, va 6ng Bui
Diém, la ba nguoi tuy c6 ché nhung cting c6 khen, nhat 1a
ong bon khen co6 1é nhiéu hon ché. Ca 5 vi nay déu tham
gia dao chinh lat 6ng Diém. Ong Thi tham gia dao chinh
hut. Nhu da thdy é cac chuong trén lién quan tdéi tung
nguoi, mdi nguoi c6 moét cach phé binh hay két toi ong
Di¢m khac nhau. Nhung tuu trung nhiing nguoi da trot
tiép tay ngoai bang lat 6ng Diém thi khong thé nao lai néi
ong Dieém khong c6 téi dugc.

Khi doc cacloiché trach cta 5 vi trén két toi 6ng Diém
dé chay téi ciia minh, t6i cé nhan xét nhu thé nay: 3 ong:
Ky, bon, Diém lung tung; 6ng Thi hot hoang; con 6ng b6
Mau thi cuéng cudng, y hét nguoi quan tri vira la hét vira
dam nguc thinh thinh.

Ban doc néu c6 thi gio thu doc that ky tac phdm cta
ong D6 Mau roi so sanh déi chiéu tung trang tung doan
v6i nhau va véi cdc tai liéu khac xem c6 cam nghi giong
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toi khong. Nhat la hay luu y dén nhiing doan 6ng o Mau
c6 bién minh cho TT T.T. Quang, dén noi phai da kich ca
hoa thuong Thich Tam Chau (mét gidi chuc Phat Gido
cao cép, néi danh chiang nhiing trong nuéc ma con ca thé
gidinua.)

biéu khién nguoi doc phai ngac nhién la é mot vai cho,
chinh trong khi nguy bi¢n dé bénh vuc thuong toa Thich
Tri Quang, 6ng da ho hénh va vung vé gian tiép két an
chinh vi thugng toa ma 6ng dé cao nhu than tugng nay.
Ong chi trich cdc nhém sinh vién qud khich 6 Hué va céc
nhém Lap Truong, hoi dong Nhan Dan Cuu Quoc ma ong
baola TT T.T. Quang phdt dong va diéu khién nhung “da
khong nam vang” dé cho ho “vong dong, xuan dong.” Poc
ky céc trang 702, 703 va 704 ban doc sé thay ro diéu do.

Ong cung chéng nhiing da kich Gido Hoang La Ma la
nguoi ma cdc lanh tu bong Tay, Tu Do hay Cong san déu
phai kinh né, ma con dién cudng da kich toan thé gido hoi
Thién Chua Gido hoan vii, mot tap thé tuy khong cé stic
manh quan su, nhung c6 mot suc manh tinh than vé song
dua trén niém tin cua ca ty nguoi dugc té chiic chat cheé.

Khi 6ng lén 4n hay ché trach héi dong quan nhan cach
mang hay chinh phu Nguyén Ngoc Tho va chinh phu
Nguyén Khanh chinh 1 Itic 6ng ddm vao nguc 6ng, vi chinh
ong cting nam trong trach trong hoi déong va chinh phu do.
bam nguc cang 1a mot hinh thiic an nan héi 16i. “Loi tai toi.
Loi tai toi. Loi tai toi moi dang.” Udc mong co luc 6ng b6
Mau cung viét dugc may hang an nan trudc khi chét giong
cuu dai su Cabot Lodge, nhu da néi ¢ chuong 18.

bai tuéng Duong Van Minh, nguoi dung dau céc tuéng
dao chinh, cho dén nay van im lang. Dinhién 6ngcdly cua
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ong khi chu truong lat 6ng Diém. Nhung cau noi ctia 6ng
ma téng thong Nixon, bd trudéng quodc phong McNamara
va ong Tran Van Huong nhac lai ching to 6ng ghét nhung
rit s ong Diém. Trong cuén “In Retrospect” ong
McNamara, bo truéng quéc phong trong chinh quyén
Dan Chu Kennedy va Johnson viét: “Khi tuéng bon, mot
trong nhting thu lanh dao chinh hoéi Minh: “tai sao hai
ong ay chét?” thi Minh dap: “Thi da sao?” My thang sau
Minh bdo mot nguoi My: “Chung to6i khong c6 cach nao
khac. Ho phai chét. Khong thé dé Diém séng dugc, vi dng
ta duoc nhung dan qué binh thuong, kho dai 6 thon qué
qua kinh phuc.”

Trong s6 nhung nguoi ché vé phia Viét Nam con hai
6ng Ho6 Si Khué va Truong Nhu Tang. Cé 1€ ca hai dng déu
nhan thdy 6ng Diém 1a nguoi kho hiéu. Ong Tang thi da
hai 1an noi 1én diéu d6 moét cdch minh thi. Con éng Khué
thi gidn ti€p noi lén cdm nhan cta minh cing tuong tu
nhu ctia 6ng Tang, khi 6ng ling ting va mau thuan trong
lap luan cua 6ng vé 6ng Diém, dién hinh la cau “Ong Diém
yéu nudc... nhung khong yéu dan, ma chi bat dan phai yéu
6ng.” Co le ong Diém doi vsi ong Khué qud phtc tap, nén
trong nhting 10i ché 6ng Diém lai ham y khen va trong khi
che 6ng lai xen vao nhting cau khen dut lusi nhu da duogc
dan chung 6 chuong 12.

Vé phia My c6 4 nguoi ché 6ng Diém, trong d6 nha bao
Sheehan 1a ché nang nhat. Con Karnow tuy ché nhiéu
nhung van c6 phan de dat va ciing phai nhan 6éng Diém la
nguoi yéu nudc, can dam va ngay thang; va cé chd khen

3 Tamdich: “Nhin lai” NXB Random House inc. New York, 1995. Trang 84.
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ong tién tri dugc 1a “phe quéc gia sé thua”*. Mot 1oi tién
tri bat hanh cho ca dan toc Viét Nam.

Su gia Newman, dua vao tai liéu cua cdc nha bdo ghét
ong Diém la chinh nén cting ché 6ng Dié¢m, nhung khong
nhiéu va git gao nhu Sheehan. Ong ciing trung thuc thuat
lai nhting gi cac 6ng Cabot Lodge, Hilsman va Harriman
lam trong nhting thang 8 va thang 10 nam 1963 lién quan
dén am muu cua b6 ngoai giao My nham 14t d6 chinh phu
Ngo binh Di¢m, khién tit d6 cé thé thay duoc bang chiing
la cudc dao chinh do chinh quyén Kennedy chu xudng va
bat den xanh cho cac tuéng lanh bat man thi hanh.

Cuodi cung la 6ng Shlesinger phu td ddc biét cua tong
thong Kennedy ché 6ng Diém mot cach de dat bang cach
thuat lai nhting su viéc xay ra trong nhting ndm 1962 va
1963 tai Viét Nam theo luan di¢u ctia bdo chi lic ay phan
l6n do nhiing nha bdo tré khong hiéu nhiéu vé chinh tri
cung nhu cuoc chién tranh chéng cdng. Tuy nhién 6ng
cting khen mot cach de dat la 6ng Diém “co vé la nguoi
ngay thang va cuong quyét, tan tam va liém khiét.”

Thu ba: Vé tinh hinh thé giéi va tinh hinh Vié¢t Nam
trong, trudc va sau thoi gian 6ng Ngo Pinh Diém cam
quyén, xin tém lugc nhitng diém chinh

Khi thé chién IT két thic vao thang 8 nam 1945 véi hai
qua bom nguyén tu tha xuéng Nagasaki va Hiroshima,
chinh la luc khoi su thé chién III (theo quan niém chién
tranh toan b, toan dién va chu truong “truong ky khang
chién nhat dinh thing 10i”*Pis cia Mao Trach bong).

(4) Xem chu thich sé (1)
(4bis): Bay la nhan dé ctia mét cudn sach do Trusng Chinh phong tac theo
cudn “Tri Clu Chién Luan” clia Mao Trach Bong.
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Lién So dudi quyén doc tai sait mdu cua Stalin, trong
thé chién II da cung voi phe bong Minh danh bBuc Quoc
Xa, bong trd thanh dich thu ctia Bong Minh va thé gici Tu
Do sau khi thé chién ITkét thuc.

Trong khi nhan dan cdc nudc dong minh khong thé
ngo dugc la chién tranh dang xay ra, Lién So, khong tuyén
chién, da dan dan thon tinh cdc nudce lan bang tu Estonia,
Lithuania, Latvia, r6i Modalvia, Mongolia, Albania,
Poland, Bulgaria, Romania, Czechoslovak, Hungary,
bong buc, Trung Quéc, Bac Triéu Tién phan 16n khong
phai bang sing dan ma bang cac nhém doéi lap, cdc dang
cong san, voi phuong tién va hinh thuc chién tranh nhan
dan, chién tranh giai phong, chién tranh toan bo(23),
nghia la bang tat ca cdc hinh thuc khuynh ddo: tuyén
truyén, van dong, tinh bao, pha hoai, chién tranh chinh
tri, chién tranh tam ly, chién tranh ngoai giao, v.v.

Cuoc dai chién 1a co thuc, trong do “moi ngoi but 1a
mot su doan” hoan toan phai tuan 1énh vi tulénh la dang
cong san. Phan nhiéu nguoi ta goi cudc chién tranh do la
chién tranh lanh, vi hau nhukhong c6 d6 mau. Vavi goino
la lanh nén phia dong minh va thé giéi tu do khong thay
dugc su tai hai cua né. Quan chung nhan dan va cac co
quan truyén thong trong thé gioi tu do khong cam thay va
khong tin 1a thuc su ¢ chién tranh gita hai khoi bong va
Tay, hay chinh xdc hon gitta cong san, tuménh danh la phe
“Xa Hoi Chu Nghia”, va thé gidi tu do ma cong san goi la
phe “dé quoc tu ban.” Trong khi Lién S6 chu truong moét
cudc chién tranh toan bd ma ho ménh danh 1a chién tranh
giai phong, chién tranh nhan dan, ho tu duy, hanh dong,
van dong, quang bd trong boi canh chién tranh thuc suva
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toan bo, toan dién, dé dat dugc muc tiéu thay “ngon co
dé bay phéap phdi khap 5 chau”, nhu Khrutshchev tuyén
b6 vao dau thap nién 1960, dudi chiéu bai giai phdng céc
dan toc.

Ngay nay sau khi khéi cong san Pong Au cung vdéi Lién
So tan ra, chién tranh lanh coi nhu da két thuc, nhac lai
“thé chién III”, c6 nguoi cho la tudéng tuong. Nhung néu
ta tu dat minh vao dia vi cac nha lanh dao thé gisi tu do
trong nhtiing ndm dau lién sau khi thé chién II két thuc
va nhin ky vao ban do thé gisi trong dé cang ngay thé luc
ctia Lién SO cang md rong, cu mot vai ndm hay mdy thang
lai c6 mot quoc gia roi vao vong anh hudng cua Lién So6
(cho dén cudi thap ky 50 mét phan ba thé gidi da thuodc
vé khoi cong va ndm 1957 Lién So6 da di truéc My phong
dugc vé tinh dau tién cua nhan loailén khong gian, vé tinh
Sputnik,) thi at phai nhin ra hiém hoa ctia siéu cudng nay
d6i véi nhan loai.

ViLién So chu truong chuyén chinh v6 san, dudi chiéu
bai quéc gia, dan toc, chiéu bai giai phong giai cap bi tri,
giai cap biboc1ot, chonén dai dasé nhan dan trén thé gisi
14 nguoi ngheéo, nguoi bi tri, cé khi con bi boc 16t nua, dé
huoéng ung.

Ma khong cu dan ngheo, dan it hoc. Ngay nhung 16p
thanh nién tri thuc day nhiét huyét ciing tdn thanh, ung
ho chu truong “giai phong” cua Lién S6, nhu Allen Dulles,
giam doc CIA dudi thoi tong thong Eisenhower da biéu
16 su lo lang trong bai “Muén thang cong san trudc hét
phai hiéu cong san” phé bién vao diu nam 1961°. Nhiing

> Nguyét san Reader’s Digest thang 4,1961.
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chinh tri gia va cdc nha ngoai giao tinh té ciia Hoa Ky nhu
Roosevelt, Truman, Eisenhower, hay Marshall, Acheson,
Foster Dulles nho nhting tin tuc tinh bdo dugc phan tich,
téng hop mot cach khoa hoc dudi su diéu khién cua nhung
thién tai tinh bao nhu Allen Dulles da sém kham phd ra
am muu ba chu cua Lién So.

Voi chinh séch tan bao cua Stalin, va chu truong doc
tai, chuyén chinh, véi nguyén ly “ctu canh bién minh cho
phuong tién”, cung nhting phuong phap hanh dong tan
bao, da man nhu dugc thuc hi¢n 6 Lién So6 vao thoi gian
do, nhan loai sé ra sao néu Lién S6 ba chu hoan cau? Hiém
hoa cua mot Hitler vira qua thi hiém hoa ctia mét Stalin
da ap téi. Cac chuong trinh vién trg, ké hoach Marshall,
nhung hiép udc Bac Dai Tay Duong (NATO), hiép udc
phong thu DPéng Nam A (SEATO), hiép uéc phong thu
Trung bong (CENTO) déu nham muc dich ngan chan lan
song do.

My can thiép vao Vié¢t Nam trong nhiing nam 50 cling
vily do d¢ va trong b6i canh d6. My khong ¢ y dinh xam
chiém Viét Nam lam thuéc dia giong Phép, nhu cong san
Viét Nam thuong tuyén truyén trong dam dan qué dé
bat ho hy sinh chién d4u chéng ché d6 mién Nam trong
nhung nam 50 va dau thap nién 60.

Chang nhung thé trong nhiing nam dau thap nién 40
nguoi My da tung co luc tim cach giup Viét Nam thodt 4ch
do ho cua nguoi Phap. Néu 6ng H6 khong qua 1é thuodc
vao Lién So, hay néu 6ng dy qua mat dugc My, thi c6 thé
da duoc My ung ho. Trung td Lou Conein (nhan vién CIA
dai dién cho dai stt Lodge luén luén ¢ bén canh céc tuéng
lanh dao chinh & ngay bo téng tham muu trong ngay dao



ngd dinh diém:|oikhentiéngché 277

chinh 1963), da tiing 1a mot trong nhiing nguoi My trong
t6 chuc OSS, tién than cua CIA, tiép xtuc véi nhom 6ng HO
Chi Minh dé giup do, tim hiéu va khai thac cdc tin tic vé
quan Nhat luc dy dang chiém déng Viét Nam.

Nhungkhi daro can cude valylich caa 6ng H6 va dong
dang, nguoi My da lanh xa 6ng ta va quay sang giup phe
quoc gia dudi sulanh dao ctia cuu hoang Bao bai chonglai
6ng Ho va dang cua ong.

Tiéc rang phe quéc gia luc ay qua yéu, phai dua hoan
toan vao Phap. Phédp thi hay con ngoan c6, tham lam,
khong chiu trao trd doc lap cho phe quéc gia. Béi thé
nhiing nguoi dung trong hang ngu phe quoc gia luc 4y bi
mang tiéng la tay sai cia Phap. My lai vién trg cho phe
quoc gia qua Phap, cho nén cung bi ghép toi ing ho thuc
dan Phap. Chinh quyén Bao Dai luc dy ngoai nhiing nhan
vat than Phap hay da tung duoc dao tao béi Phap con gom
ca nhung dang vién bai Viét, Viét Qudc va Viét Cach.

Thanh phan nay da mat nhiéu uy tin do viéc nghe lénh
cdc tuéng Tau nhu Tiéu Van, Lu Han tham gia chinh phu
lién hiép cta 6ng H6 Chi Minh va nhan ngéi vao mot s6
ghé khong do dan bau trong quéc hoi dau tién®. Cac ong
Vit Hong Khanh, Nguyén Hai Than va Nguyén Tuong Tam
tham gia chinh phu Lién Hiép cting chuing to su thiéu than
trong va ca nghe ctia nhung nguoi dai dién cho phe quéc

(6) Tuéng Lu Hén chi huy doan quan “Tau Phu” sang mién Béc Viét Nam dé
gidi gidi quan Nhat thua tran. Ong ta da &n tién dut 16t cia éng Ho trich ratir s
vang do nhan dan trong nudc cing vao quy cu qudc trong “tuan |é vang”, réi cé
thuyét phuc céc nhalanh dao Viét Quéc (Viét Nam Quéc Dan bang), Viét Cach
(Viét Nam Cach Ménh Béng Minh Hoi) ung h6 6ng H6 bang cach tham gia chinh
phulién hiép.
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gia luc ay. Chi c6 6ng Diém thoat, nhu 6ng Ho6 Si Khué da
phai cong nhan va néi thai d6 cua 6ng Diém luc &y ching
to la nguoi can dam, day kinh nghiém chinh tri, hon han
cu Huynh Thuc Khang.

Nhiing nguoi chéng déi cho rang éng Diém khong co
cong gi trong cong cudc khang chién danh doc lap, khong
thé so sanh voi 6ng HO. Ho con bao “Ong Diém duoc My
bonglén dat vao ghé tha tuéng hoi 1954.” Nhung néu xét
ky muc tiéu vahinh thuc tranh dau vahiéuro cailoi cdi hai
ctuahaihinh thuc dau tranh chinh tri va ddu tranh quan su,
thi phai nhan rang khong can dung téi vo luc ma dat duoc
muc tiéu chinh tri thi van hon chu. Tai sao trong vong 15
nam tu 1945 dén 1960 hon 3 chuc nudc A, Phi, tit An Do,
Phi Luat Tan, Mién bién, Nam Duong, Ma Lai dén Lybia,
Ghana, Madagascar, v.v. khong phai d6 mau, hay chi phai
tranh d4u trong mot thoi gian ngan cung danh dugc doc
lap, trong khi 6ng Ho 161 toan dan vao mot cuodc chién
khong can thiét rong ra 30 nam troi voi 2 triéu nguoi chét?

Hanh dong rt 4o tu quan ctia 6ng Diém nam 1933 ctling
la mot hinh thuc ddu tranh doi phai cé long dung cam.
Hanh dong tu choi 16i moi cua Nhat va Bao Dai tham gia
chinh phu Tran Trong Kim ctiinglamoét hinh thiic dau tranh
chinh tri. Va sukhudc tir o tinh cach thach d6 trude 16i moi
cua 6ng Ho cung 1a mot cach bay to thai do dau tranh.

Khong phai 6ng Diém chi c6 nhung hanh dong dau
tranh tiéu cuc nhu vua ké. Sau khi ru 4o tir quan 6ng da
tiép tuc su nghiép cua cu Phan Béi Chau, lgi dung thé
luc ctia nguoi Nhat dang 1én tim cach dua Ky Ngoai Hau
Cuong Dé vé nudc thay thé vua Bao bai lap 1én moét ché
do quan chu lap hién. Nhung nguoi Nhat chi muén trao
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doclap chovua Bao Dai dé dé bé chi phéivamoi 6ng Diém
tham gia chinh phu Tran Trong Kim. Di nhién 6ng khong
nhan, mac du bi€t rang lam thé ctung 1a mot hinh thic
thach d6 nguoi Nhat.

Trong khi éng Bao Dai va cac dang phdi quoc gia dua
vao doan quan vién chinh Phap dé chién ddu chong cong
thi 6ng Diém di tim mot thé dung khac. Chon lua ctia 6ng
Di¢m khong chi vi nhting nguyén ly dao dic ma, quan
tronghon, con vily do chién lugc.

Phan dong nhung tac gia trung dan 6 céc chuong trén
déu cho rang 6ng Diém 14 nguoi thong minh, ham hoc hoi,
cdi gi cing muon hiéu biét dén noi dén chon, lai cé duoc
nhiing nguoi phu t4 uyén bac lam viéc c6 phuong phap
cung voi 6ng nghién ciu va trinh cho 6ng nhting du ki¢n
dé ong quyét dinh, nhu chinh 6ng H6 Si Khué cong nhan va
ctung da tung la mot nguoi trong s6 dé. Vivay 6ng nhin thoi
cuéc rat chinh xdc va tién doan dugc nhung gi sé xay ra.

Ong khong di theo 14 bai Bao Pai, khong phai chi vi su
hién dién cua doan quan vién chinh Phap tan sat dong
bao 6ng, ma chu yéulavi, khi di tim cdi thé chién lugc cho
minh, 6ng nhin thdy trudc sau gi nguoi Phap cting phai
trao tra doc lap hoan toan cho Vi¢t Nam, va luc d6 nhiing
nguoi quoc gia nhu 6ng mdi cé chinh nghia dé dau tranh
chéng cong san.

Khong phai chi vi thdy cong sdn doc 4c, tan sat nguoi
quoc gia, giét anh, giét chau 6ng ma 6ng khong hop tac véi
ong Ho.

Ong khong hop tdc véi 6ng Ho con vi nhin théy trudce
sé bi ong Ho loi dung dé mang hoa cho dan toc. Vanhatla
vi thay trudc vao mot lic nao do, tinh hinh nudc Phap va
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tinh hinh thé gi6i noi chung sé dua déy siéu cuong My vao
thay thé thuc dan Phap dé€ chéng cong san mot cach hiu
hiéuhon.

Ong H6 da dung vé phe Lién S6, da bi anh husng sau
dam cua chu nghia quéc té, cua cdc phuong phap va
phuong tién chién tranh tan bao theo kiéu Stalin va da,
dang va sé dugc Lién So vién tro dé diét phe quoc gia.
Vi vay 6ng Diém thdy té quéc cua 6ng, mot nudc nhé va
ngheo, khong thé tu ciu khoi su khéng ché cua cad mot
khéi cong san thé givi. Ong can su giup d6 cua nguoi My.

Ong da sang My va van dong voi nhitng nhan vat c6 thé
luc trong chinh phu, quéc hoéi va nhan dan My. Ngudi ta
thdy duong nhu 6ng chi séng nhu nha tu, tam tra trong
céac nha dong Coéng Gido & tiéu bang New Jersey. Nhung
d¢ chinh la luc 6ng suy nghi, lam viéc mot cach am tham
dé san sang budc vao chinh truong mot cach cong khai.
Ong da tao duoc cai thé. Khong phai chi 6ng can nguoi
My. Lic do chinh siéu cudng quoc nguyén ti nay cing can
mot nguoi nhu 6ng dé duong dau voi Lién S6 dang dung
ong H6 Chi Minh dé 14n chiém 6 Pong Nam A.”

Sauthatbai é bién Bién Phu, nguoi Phap nan chi, muén
buong xuo6i hau co thé giai quyét nhiing van dé 6 Algerie,
datrao tra doc lap hoan toan cho Viét Nam va ky két hiép
dinh Geneéve tam thoi chia doi Viét Nam 6 song Bén Hai,

(7) DT nhién ngudi My con cé nhiéu 1a bai phong ho nhu cac 6ng Phan Huy
Quat, Phan Quang Ban, tic Phan Huy Ban. Nhung cac 6ng nay khong ducc 6ng
Bao bai tin nhiém bang 6ng Diém. Ban dau ngudi My khong hy vong gi dng Diém
thanh cong trong hoan canh tuyét vong Itic do. Ho chd cho éng thét bai sé gidi
thiéu cac con bai du tri. Nhung 6ng Diém da thanh cong nhu mét phép la. My
liéntriéet dé inghd ong.
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vi tuyén 17. Bao Pai can dén 6ng Diém dé git phan dat
mién Nam khéi roi nét vao tay ong Ho. Nguoi My can moét
nguoi nhu 6ng Diém, dé 1ap phong tuyén ngin chan lan
song do 6 Pong Nam A.

Ai cting bao chi c6 ngu 6ng Diém mdi nhay ra vao lic
ay. Vivoi thanh thé ctia 6ng Ho sau tran bién Bién Phu,
mién Nam coi nhu chi con cho ngay roi vao tay Cong san.

Nhung 6ng Diém da dam ngang nhién déi dau véi ong
H6 va céac cuong qudc ky két hiép dinh Geneve. Ong t6
cdo 6ng Ho phan boi quyén loi dan toc ky moét hiép ude
chia doi t6 quoc theo chi thi va su dan xép cua cac nudc
16n. Ong khong ky va khong thira nhan hiép dinh Geneve.
My la nudc 16n duy nhat khong ky hiép dinh dé, cting phai
ung ho lap truong cua 6ng. Lap truong cua 6ng Diém cing
dugc da s6 nhan dan ung ho. Vi vay o6ng da vuot qua dugc
moi kho khan trong hai nam dau khién nhiéu quan sat
vién quoc té coi nhunhting phép la vé chinh tri. Nguoi My
chi hoan toan ung h¢ 6ng sau khi thay 6ng thanh cong 6
budc dau nay.

V6i su thanh cong cua 6ng Diém, cdng quan da khong
chiém dugc mién Nam. Chang nhiing thé cudc tuyén ct
duoc hiép uéc Geneve quy dinh ctiing khong xay ra nhu
o6ng H6 muédn. Viét Nam tré thanh hai quoc gia: Mot
bén la Viét Nam Dan Chu Céng hoa (Bac). Mot bén la
Viet Nam Cong Hoa (Nam). Bén nao cting cho la minh
c6 chinh nghia. Nhung mién Nam dugc nhiéu nudc trén
thé giéi cong nhan hon”P!S, Muic séng ctia nguoi dan mién
Nam duogc nang cao nhanh va vugt xa mién Bac. Trong

(7bis) Nam 1963 tai Saigon c6 dai dién ctiatrén 80 nudc.
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khi mién Béc tan hoang vi cac chién dich “tiéu tho6 khang
chién”, “giam t6”, “cai cach rudong dat” voi cac vu dau to
man dai dudi su c6 van chi dao ctia can bo Trung Cc}ng7ter
thimién Nam phat trién tot dep vé moi mat kinh té, xa hoi
vdi cac chinh sach “dinh dién”, “khu trit mat” va “cai cach
dién dia” mot cach 6n hoa co béi hoan cho dia chu.

Tinh trang mat thang bangkinh té, chinh tri nay duong
nhién ddy mién Bac vao cai thé mot mat mot con véi mién
Nam. Néu cu ti€ép tuc chdp nhan tinh trang chia doi thi
s6m muon gi cang dén luc mién Bic cia 6ng HO sé thua.

Conguoituhoi: taisao ong HO khong chap nhan thucté
hai quéc gia, dung qudy phd mién Nam va cung 6ng Diém
thi dua phat trién trong hoa binh, médi bén nhan vién trg
ctia mot cuong quoéc, dé cung phat trién kinh té van hoa,
nhu vay c6 loi cho nhan dan? Nhung 6ng H6 ¢6 nhiéu kho
khan va nhiéu méi lo, nhiéu thua thiét. Vién tr¢ cuia Lién
S0, vé mat vat chat khong thé hon My. Tai nguyén thién
nhién mién Bac tuy cé uu thé vé khodng san, nhung rat
thua kém mién Nam vé nong san la nhu cau thiét yéu cua
mot dan toc ma trén 85% séng bang nong nghiép.

Hon nira nguoi dan bat dau mat tin tudng é chu truong
thong nhét dat nudc bang téng tuyén cu dang ly dugc té
chtc vao nam 1956. Ong H6 da hua rang luc d6 nhiing
than nhan bi xa cach tir ngay di cu, tir ngay tap két sé duoc
xum hop. Biét bao can bd mién Nam tap két ra Bac nay
hoang mang dao dong. Nhiéu hién tuong bat man chéng
doi da xay ra. Va dac biét la cac dong chi ctia 6ng trong

(7 ter) Xem “Téi bod dang” clia Hoang HGu Quynh, 1989, tir trang 21 dén
trang 100. Va “Hoa Xuyén Tuyét” (lan tai ban nam 1994) ctia BUi Tin, cac trang
68va102.
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nudc cung nhu é ngoai quoc trung thanh véi chi nghia vo
san quoc té khong bao gio chap nhan tinh trang dat nudc
Viét Nam chia doi 6 trong cdi thé bat 1oi cho ho nhu thé.
Va chinh 6ng véi tu cach la dang vién cao cdp ctia quoc té
cong san cung khong thé chdp nhan.

Do la nhtung nguyén nhan dua dén cdc cudc quay roi,
pha hoai, khung b6, thu tiéu, 4m sét tai nong thon mién
Nam cang ngay cang tang, nhat la th nam 1959 la nam
chinh quyén mién Nam ban hanh luat 10/59 dat cong san
rangoai vong phap luat.

Cung vo6i tinh hinh an ninh moi ngay thém xau di, s6 ¢6
van My cang ngay cang tang, tit con sO vai tram vao nhung
nam dau lén dén nhiéu ngan vao thoi gian nay. Va su hién
dién cua c6 van quan su My trong cac cuoc hanh quan da
giup cong san tuyén truyén rang mién Nam 1¢é thudc My
cung giong nhu trudc kia 1¢é thudc Phap.

b6ivéinhiing nha chinh tri hay ky gia hiéu biét thiluan
di¢u tuyén truyén nay la tro tré. Vi ho biét ro c6 van My
hién dién 6 mién Nam cung giéng nhu c6 vdn Lién So va
Trung Quoc cé mat tai mién Bac. Va nguoi My chi cé van
chu khong nhu nguoi Phép truc ti€p chi huy va hanh quan
giét nguoi Viét trong nhiing nam dudi chinh quyén Quéc
Trudng Bao bai.

Nhung quan chung nong thon don so, chat phac, thiéu
thong tin chinh xac, dé bi lua. Biét duoc loi thé do, cong
san ghép luon hai tt My Diém vao véi nhau dé tuyén

truyén cho dan chung va can bo nhap tam.®

8 Nhting ai da tung nghién ctiu céc dinh luat tam ly, dac biét la tam ly quan
chung iing dung vao tuyén truyén, quang cao va giao duc &t hiéu ré: nhiing hinh
anh ngudi My hién dién bén canh quan déi va chinh quyén Viét Nam kem theo
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Chinh vi diéu dé ma 6ng Diém rat ay nay vé su hién
dién cua nguoi My cang ngay cang tang. Chua noi dén mot
s6 c6 van My nhu trung td Vann - vi nong long va khong
tin tuong & tai tri va kinh nghiém cua vi tulénh ma 6ng c6
van - con cé xu huéng mudn vuot quyén han cua mot co
van, gian ti€p ndm quyeén chi huy, la diéu 6ng Diém bang
moi cach chong doi.

Nhung nudc yéu, dan ngheo, bat dac di phai dua vao
vién tro ngoai quéc ma ton tai va chong cong; 6ng Diém
thuc su ¢ vao cai thé ket. Nguoi My ndm hau bao luon
luon muédn kiém sodt xem tién ho chi ra cé6 dugc dung
ding theo y muén ctia ho khong. May muén ctia ho nhiéu
khi khong trung véi ké hoach cua cac nha lanh dao Viét
Nam, d6i khi con trai nguoc véi quyén loi ctia nhan dan
Viét Nam. Nhiing nguoi My ¢ Saigon luc ay biét dat quyén
loi chung ctia thé gidi tu do bén trén quyén loi va tu ai dan
toc ctia mot siéu cuong, nhu dai su Nolting sau nay, that
rat hiém.

Khi dan qué co than nhéan trudc kia theo cong san hay
khang chién chong Phép dudi su chi huy ctia cong quan da
tap két ra Bac sau hi¢p dinh Geneve nga vé phe cong san,
chua chap, nuo6i duongvatiép tay cho cong quan trong cac
cuoc phuc kich hay dot kich, thi quan déi quoc gia gap tro
ngai rat Ién. Trong rat nhiéu truong hop nguoi dan khong

amthanh ctia 2 tr “My Diém” luén ludn dugc nhac dinhac laitrén dai phat thanh
Ha Noi da co tac dung nhu thé nao ddi véi da s6 ngudi dan mién Nam. Cac nha
tuyén truyén cong san thudng ung dung cac dinh luat vé phan tng co diéu kién
ctaPavlovruttinhiingthinghiém “con ché vatiéng chuéng” hon lanhing dinh
luat “y niém dan dén hanh doéng” ctaanh em Pierre va Paul Janet thuc hién trén
nhing bénh nhan than kinh u udt.



ngd dinh diém:|oikhentiéngché 285

thich cong san nhung do bi ép buéc phai di theo chung,
hoac vi sg bi tra thu, khong dam bao cho quan doi quéc
gia khi chung lén vé vao dém khuya tuyén truyén, khing
b6, bat trai trang trong lang vao trong chién khu dé duogc
huén luyén thanh du kich quan.

Tinh hinh d6 1a Iy do thanh hinh chinh sach “Ap chién
lugc” véi muc dich gitt an ninh thon xém, bao vé dan lang
khoi su qudy nhiéu, khing b6 cta cong quan. Vi thon
xom, lang xa mién Nam khong dong nhat giong nhu mién
trung hay mién Bac va nhiéu gia dinh lam nha lua thua rai
rac 6 gitta canh dong, nén muon té chuic rao lang bat budc
phai doi di mot s6 gia dinh, gom vao mét noi. Dinhién chi
c6 mot thiéu s6 6 vao truong hop d6. Nhung dau sao thi
viéc roi bo noi chén cu dén mot dia diém tap trung moi
da gay bat man cho moét so it gia dinh. Néu nhiing gia dinh
do lai thudcloai than cong dang c6 than nhan di theo Viét
Cong, tinh nguyén hay bat dac di, thi su bat binh bat man
do sé duoc phong dai thém. Khi viéc rao lang dé tu vé tré
thanh quoéc sach va dugc thuc hién ram ré trén khap bon
chuc tinh mién Nam, khong khoi c6 mot vai tinh truéng,
quan trudng, vi qud hang say, hodc vi muon tang cong véi
cép trén, da pham phai nhtung 16i lam ma mét chinh sach
rong 16n ram ro kho tranh khoi.

Viét Cong coi Ap Chién Lugc (tam viét tat1a A.C.L.) la
moi nguy 16n nhat cho ching. Vi chinh sach nay, ching
sé tré thanh nhung con cd song trén can cho chét. Co
nhién phan ung ctuia chung phai quyét li¢t. Bang moi cdch
chung phai phd cho bang dugc.

Trong khi d6 mot s6 nguoi My, ké ca nguoi dac trach
veé vién trg My cho chuong trinh A.C.L. 1a Rufus Phillips
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cung chi trich chuong trinh A.C.L.. Mot phan ¢6 lé cung vi
ké hoach nay khong phai la sang kién ctia nguoi My ma lai
la ctia 6ng Nhu, em 6ng Dié¢m, dang bi ho ghét va 6ng nay
da dung mot c6 van nguoi Anh 1a 6ng Robert Thompson,
cuu bo truéng trong chinh phu Ma Lai, nguoi da thanh
cong trong viéc tiéu trit cong quan 6 Ma Lai.

bic¢u khién mot s6 nguoi My ghét cay ghét ddng A.C.L.
laviquoc sach nay chu truong duanhan dan Viét Nam vao
con dudng tu cudng, tu luc canh sinh dé dan dan thoat
khoi 1¢ thudc vao vién tro My. Néu muc tiéu do dat duoc,
nhting nguoi My c6 6c thuc dan sé khong con chi phoi, sai
khién, haylam ap luc véi chinh quyén 6ng Di¢m duoc niia.

C)ng Nguyén Van Chau trong luan an cao hoc vé lich
su Ngo Dinh Diém en 1963: Une autre paix manquée da cho
biét c6 lan 6ng da nghe 6ng Diém noi: “Khong gi quy hon
noéi com cua minh” va “da dén luc ‘ta vé ta tdm ao ta’ dé
lién hé véi chinh sach tu tuc cua chuong trinh A.C.L.”

Toi xin m6 moét dau ngoac vé cau ndi ctia 6ng Diém
“Khong gi quy hon néi com cua minh.” Cau nay khién
nguoi ta lién tudng dén muc tiéu kinh té cua 6ng khi méi
vé nudc ‘Moi gia dinh mot can nha va mot céi vuon’. Dong
thoi né cang khién nguoi nghe lién tuéng dén cau ndi ndi
tiéng cua 6ng H6 Chi Minh: ‘Khong gi quy hon doc lap tu
do.” Thi ra con nguoi theo chu nghia duy vat nhu 6ng Ho6
lai néiloi duylinh. Con con nguoi theo chunghia duylinh
nhu 6ng Diém lai noiloi sdc mui duy vat. bungla ‘Co thuc
maéi vuc dugc dao’.”

Tré lai chuong trinh A.C.L, va viéc di dan vao ap. Mot
s6 nha bdo My, hoa diéu voi tuyén truyén cta Viét Cong,
t6 cdo “chinh phu Diém bit dan bé mo6 ma t6 tién tap
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trung vao mot noi nhu trai tp trung, ma van khong bao
dam duoc an ninh cho dan chung.”

Sau nay khi ong Diém da chét cé nhiing nguoi trong
chinh quyén 6ng nhu Thiéu Tudéng Dd Mau, chi ntta ndm
trudc con thuyét trinh trudc tuéng lanh My 6 Hoa Ky
mo ta A.C.L. nhu la mét thanh cong 16n cua 6ng Diém,
cling quay ra phé binh chi trich hua theo luan diéu cua
cdc phong vién thién ta cua My. Chinh “hoi dong quan
nhan cach mang” cua cic tuéng dao chinh, trong d6 ong
b6 Mau la uy vién chinh tri, da cho dinh chi viéc xay dung
A.C.L. ngay sau ngay dao chinh. b6 la moét trong nhiing
nguyén nhan that bai ctia nhom tudng lanh, dan dén that
bai cu6i cung la mat mién Nam.

Nhu chuong 18 da trinh bay, do susoxudt vatu phu cta
Averell Harriman nudc ldng giéng Ai Lao “trung lap” da
tré thanh lanh thé cua cong quan, ching tha ho st dung
dé lam cua ngo6 chuyén vu khi quan trang va chién binh
vao Nam qua duong mon H6 Chi Minh.

boc hoi ky cua Bui Tin va nhdt 1a cua nha van cong
san hoi chanh Xuan Vi nguoi ta da thay ong Ho6 vo cung
quyétliét trong viéc chuyén quan trong nhtng di¢u kién
cuc ky gian lao khién hang van nguoi bé thay doc duong,
nhung khong lam son long nhting nhalanh dao cong san
chi huy bang ban tay s4t.8P8 Boi vi d6 1a vdn dé sinh tu,
khong chuyén quan vao dé phd ké hoach A.C.L. thi sé
thuala cai chac.

8bis Trong hoi ky “dudng di khong dén”, nhat la tap “Mang ngudi 1a rung”,
NXB Xuan Thu, 1990, Xuan Vi da ta nhiing canh rung ron xdy ra cho hang tram
ngan can b6 cong san trén dusng mon Hé Chi Minh khi ho vang lénh dang lén
duongvao Nam lam cong tac “giai phong”. Trang 309 Xuan Vi viét: “Nguyén tac
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Céac cudc oanh kich con roi rac va gi¢i han cua khong
luc Viét Nam Cong hoa da hoan toan that bai trong viéc
phd huy con dudng mon hiém héc ma mot phan 16n nam
trén lanh thé nudc ldng giéng nay. Cong quan tit Bac vao
con dugc chuyén theo nga duyén hai Viét Nam va qua hai
cang Sihanoukville cua Cambot.

Ong hoang Sihanouk quéc truéng Cambét 1a nguoi
la mat 14 trdi, thay doi lap truong nhu chong choéng, luc
ay lai thién cong, sdn sang cho céng quan su dung lanh
thé 6ng lam mat khu an toan, tu d6 cong quan xudt phat
nhiing cudc hanh quan chéng phd mién Nam. Céc can bo
dau nao tu Bac vao Nam diéu khién chién tranh du kich
thuong an nup trong nhiing mat khu trén dat Cam bot va
cdi goi la Mat tran Giai Phong cua cong san ra doi ngay
20 thang 12 nam 1960, r6i “chinh phu cach mang lam thoi
coéng hoa mién Nam” cang dong trong cac khu an toan do
ong hoang Sihanouk danh cho.

Khi quan si va va khi dan dugc chuyén tit Bac vao da
du, cong quan lién ma tran Ap Béc vao dau nam 1963. b6
la moét tran dau co quy mo cép tiéu doan ma theo c6 vin
My trung td Vann thi sudoan 7 do dai td Bui Binh Pam chi
huy voi quan s6 dong hon cong quan gap boi, dang Iy ra,

ctia duong gidy la ai di dugc cu di, ai dau 6m ctr nam lai, ai chét ct chét ma.” Roi
trang 311: “Cudc doi & Truong Son la nhu thé. Van minh vo cling. Cai chét cing
chi dang cudi. Ngudi ta co gié mot chiéc mung trum trén vong, thdy mét mang
ngusi nam trong do, hé mét da loi nhoi nhiing doi me doi con, va bit mai quay
m&t nhu tranh mét bai phan. Ngudi ta thdy mét cai chén [oi ra dudi mé dat le
te va ct lanh lung di qua. Cling nhu ngudi ta thay nhing b xuong ri trong héc
da va chang cé cam xuic gi ngoai su gém ghiéc. Chinh téi cling thé. Cai chét, xac
chét, xuong ngudi, tai nan chét ngudi, thdy nhu com bira, nén than kinh chun dan
khoéng run nda. Vaai cling co y nghi nay mai t&i phién minh.”
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néu theo su ¢6 van cta o6ng thi da tiéu diét duoc mot luc
luong hung hau cua Viét Cong. Nhung vi “hen nhat” nén
da dé that tran. Theo dai st My Nolting thi khong thé bao
day1a moét that bai, néu tinh theo s6 thuong vong ctia doi
bén. Con D6 doc Felt thi noi quan doi Viét Nam da chién
thang vi da dudi dugc quan dich.

Nhung vi ¢6 van My cua su doan, tc vi 6ng bam khong
nghe 10i 6ng, nén chang nhung khong tiéu diét duoc
dich ma con lam cho 5 truc thang bi ha va 3 nguoi My tu
thuong. Nhung 10i tuyén b6 sau do6 ctia vi cé van My nay
v6i bdo chi da dugc cay but tré David Halberstam cua to
New York Times triét dé khai thac va théi phong lén, khién
duluan My cho rang quan doi mién Nam hén nhét vangay
ca “téng thong Diém cung khong mudn danh cong san,
chi muoén cudc chién cu kéo dai dé an vién trg My”.

bai st Nolting cho rang nhiing 10i tuyén b6 cua ong
Vann, dugc cac phong vién tré triét dé khai théc, rat tai
hai cho cong cudc chéng cong.

Khong may cho 6ng Diém 1 chi nam théng sau tran Ap
Bac gay du luan khong tot dep trong du luan My, moét chi
thi ctia chinh 6ng ban hanh khong dung Itic vé truong hop
va thé thuc treo co ton gido (noi chung chu khong phai
chi nham riéng Phat gido) da duoc nhom Phat gido An
Quang cua thuong toa Thich Tri Quang dung lam c¢ dé
phéat dong mot cudc biéu tinh chéng doi trude dai Phét
thanh Hué.

Nhung nguoi biéu tinh dan ca tré con dén trudc dai
khiéu khich, nhu mu6n an tuoi nuot séng 6ng quan doc
va cac nhan vién cua dai, khién 6ng phai kéu ctu véi toa
tinh truéng. Tinh trudng chi thi cho pho tinh truéng noéi



290 minhvo

an la thiéu ta bang Si dem linh c6 vu trang di trén xe boc
sat dén bao v¢ dai va yéu cau nhuing nguoi biéu tinh giai
tdn. Nhung khong thanh cong. X6 xat xay ra. Co tiéng nd
khung khiép va nhiéu tiéng sung.

Cdc tin tuc va bdo cdo sau nay cho biét cé 9 nguoi chét.
Stanley Karnow trong cuén “Vietnam, a history”?, néi do
1a mot nguoi dan ba va 8 tré em”. Thong cao chinh thic
cta chinh quyén thi cho rang nguoi chét do luu dan va
chat né cua cong san. Ky gia My thi qua quyét 1a do binh si
chinh phti ban va do xe thiét gidp can.

Nha bao Cao Thé Dung sau nay, trong cuén “Lam thé
nao dé giét mot téng thong”, thi néi tiéng nd kinh thién
dong dia luc d6 lam chét nguoi la do chat né cuc manh ma
luc 4y chi c6 CIA My c6, do mét ngudi MY c6 tén la dai uy
Scott cung cédp. Sach cta 6ng khong bi kiém duyét. CIA
chuabao gio xdc nhan hay pht nhan. Luc 6ngxudt ban tac
ph4m ctia 6ng!?1a lic mot s6 dong nhiing tudng lanh lam
dao chinh 14t 6ng Diém dang ndm quyén chinh day thé
luc (nhu Nguyén Van Thiéu, Nguyén Cao Ky, Tran Thién
Khiém) hay cé mat trong quoc héi (nhu cac 6ng Ton That
binh, Tran Van bon).

Theo 6ng Tran Van Bon trong “Cudc chién bat tan ctia
chung t6i” thi sau khi nghe bdo cdo cta 6ng, chinh 6ng
Diém vaca 6ng Nhu déu dong y tim ngay giai phap thuong
luong hoa giaill. Nhu vay chung t6 chinh quyén khong c6

?Vietnam,a history trang 295. Con s6 8 tré em va mét phu ni, khong cé dan
6ng mang mot y nghia nao dé; khién nhiing ngudi vé tu phai tu hoi: tai sao nhdm
Phat Gido qué khich lai dan dan ba, tré con di biéu tinh nhiéu dén thé?

"ONam 1970.

" Cuéc Chién Bt Tan Clia Chang Toi, trang 72. Nguyén van: “I suggested
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chép va khong chu truong dan ap Phat Gido. Chi cho dén
khi cac cudc thuong lugng khong dem lai két qua, do su
c6 chép va luon leo cua phe Phat Gido An Quang cu lan
ludt, luon tim cach don chinh quyén vao cho bi, véi chu
dich lat d6 chinh quyén, quan d6i mdi ban hanh lénh gidi
nghiém va mdéi co vu kiém sodt mot s6 chua vao ngay 21
thang tdm, nham muc dich bat git nguoi chu muu hau dap
tat cac cudc qudy roi, xuéng duong, bao dong.

Nguoi My khang dinh 6ng Nhu lam viéc nay vao dung
luc tan dai st Cabot Lodge sap téi Saigon trinh iy nhi¢m
thu, 1a c6 tinh dan mat vi tan dai su. Bo ngoai giao My da
chi thi 6ng Lodge khuyén cdo 6ng Diém phai thay thé o6ng
Nhu va dem ra ngoai quéc. Ong Diém coi d6 1a hanh dong
can thi¢p trang tron vao noi bé mot nudce co6 chu quyén,
domoét tong thong lanh dao va dugc toan dan bau lén mot
céach hop hién, hop phap. Dinhién éng khong thé dé bi ap
luc ngoai bang chi phoi, néu 6ng khong muédn doéi phuong
két toi bnglatay sai hay con co ctia nguoi My. Hon ntra doi
v6i 6ng Diém 6ng Nhu chang nhiing 12 nguoi em t6t ma
con lamot co van dac luc.

Khong khuat phuc dugc 6ng Diém, ngudi My quyét
dinh tri¢t ha 6ng. Nhiing 6ng Averell Harriman, Roger
Hilsman 6 b¢ ngoai giao va Michael Forrestal phu td cua

that he made an announcement, in the language of Hue, worded in the most
appeasing manner possible. Ngo Dinh Nhu supported my suggestion by telling
Diem that his assistant, Cao Xuan V¥, in the Republican Youth had reported the
same things and had made the same proposal.” Tam dich “Téi dé nghi 6ng (téng
théng Diém) dua ra i tuyén bé, dung ngdn tirxt Hué, qué huong 6ng, véi loi 1&
hét stic hoa hoan va tran an. Ong Ngé Dinh Nhu tén thanh y kién toi va bao éng
Diém rang chinh 6ng Cao Xuéan Vy la phu ta 6ng ta trong doan Thanh Nién Cong
hoa, cling bdo cdo y hét nhu vay, va ciing dé nghinhu thé.”
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téng thong Kennedy da loi dung luc téng thong, ngoai
truéng Dean Rusk, bd truéng quéc phong McNamara,
gidm doc CIA McCone... di nghi cu6i tuan tu y thao cong
dién, r6i bang nhung muu meo 1at léo thuyét phuc tong
thong chdp thuan cho gui di. b6 la nhung cong dién
ngay 25 va 28 thang 8 nam 1963, minh thi bado 6ng Lodge
phai lap ké hoach thay thé 6ng Diém. Sau nay cac ong
Mcnamara va McCone rat bat binh v6i bé Ngoai giao vé
viéc nay.

Nhung nhting cudc dao chinh hoach dinh vao thang 8
vangay 26 thang 10 da khong thuc hién dugc va phai dinh
hoan cho dén ngay 1 thang 11. Ong Diém va 6ng Nhu da
qua tin vao bé toi ctia dngla tudng Ton That Dinh va dai ta
D6 Mau, nén khi phe ddo chinh moc néi duoc hai 6ng nay
thi khong con cdch nao ciu van dugc nia.

Suhién dién ctia trung td My Lou Conein tai van phong
céc tudng dao chinh véi s6 tién “thu lao” to 16n12, cong
thém sy hién dién ctua thugng toa Thich Tri Quang tai toa
dai st My trong thoi gian d6, khién nguoi ta lién hé cudc
dao chinh véi cuoc khung hoang Phat Gido.

Trang 109 “our endless war” 6ng bon da thuat lai
la lién sau khi dao chinh thanh cong tuéng Duong Van
Minh da cu 6ng va tuong Lé Van Kim dén gap 6ng Lodge
6 toa dai su dé nhan 16i khen vao luc 4 gio chiéu ngay
mong 2 thang 11, nghia la chi vai gio sau khi 6ng Diém va
o6ng Nhu bi sat hai. Bdc bi¢t 6ng con thuat ca viéc chinh
ong Lodge dan céc 6ng xuéng tang dudi ra mat thuong

12 Cangnhusu hién dién cua 6ngRufus Phillips bén canh hai 6ng Bui Diém va
Lé Van Kim, dac trach vé chinh tri cia nhdm dao chinh.
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toa Thich Tri Quang.Va nhu vay moét cau héi duoc dat ra:
Trong vu Phat Gido c6 ban tay My cung giong nhu trong
cuoc dao chinh khong?

Vé cai chét ctia 6ng Diém, nhu da néi 6ng Duong Van
Minh da thu that la phai giét khong dé song dugc. Vi 6ng
Minh ding dau nén 6ng khong chéi dugce trach nhiém.
Nhung khong thé bao chi mot minh 6ng Minh c6 trach
nhiém trong cai chét nay, mac du ca 6ng bon lan 6ng bo6
Mau déu choéi bai bai. Poc Hoang Ngoc Thanh sé thay
tai sao cac tuong lanh déu co trach nhiém nhu nhau. Va
day laloi cua 6ng Tran Van Huong, duoc 6ng McNamara
thuat lai:13

“Mot dan chinh, 6ng Tran Van Huong, nguoi da tung
chi trich 6ng Diém, tung vao tu vi chong ché do, da ndi :
“Nhung tudéng lanh hang dau da quyét dinh giét anh em
6ng Diém so hai dén chét duge. Ho biét rat ro ho lanhiing
ké chdng c6 tai can, duc d6 hay hau thuan chinh tri gi, du
mot chut ciing khong co, néu dé téng thong va éng Nhu
song, hai ong sé trd lai cam quyén mot cach ngoan muc
ma ho khong co6 cach gi ngan can dugc.”

Qua céc cong dién trao déi gitia bo ngoai giao My va
ong Cabot Lodge da néu, va qua loi trinh bay cua céc
ong Newman, Karnow, Nixon, Nolting, Taylor, va ba
Marguerite Higgins da r6 c6 ban tay My trong cudc
dao chinh lat 6ng Diém. Nguoi thi néi My “d6 dau”
(sponsored), nguoi thi néi do My “khuyén khich”
(encouraged). Karnow con noi cé “su dong 1oa ciia My”
(American complicity). Va McNamara thi dung nhing

Bin Retrospect trang 84.
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tlr “t6 chuc” (“organize”) 4 va “khoi dong” (“set in
motion”)!® 1a nhiing tir manh nh4t va cting dung nhit.
Nguoi My da biét khong gidu néi ntta mdi chiu nhan.
Nhung van con mot s6 ngudi Viét nhu nhiing tudng lanh
da trot dailam tay sai cho My cu cho6i bai bai.

Van dé c6 ban tay My trong cudc dao chinh lat éng
Diém hay khong la van dé mau chét dé danh gia hanh
dong va thai d6 cua o6ng ay. Néu day la mét hanh dong tu
phat do da s6 nhan dan cam phan, do ton gido bi bach hai,
thi 6ng Diém dac toi. Con néu ddy 1a mot am muu ngoai
quoc muodn lat mot lanh tu quoc gia kho sai khién, thi 6ng
Diém la nguoi anh hung, c6 cong vi da can dam bao vé chu
quyén quoéc gia va da hy sinh vi dai nghia.

Cung co thé cé nguoi cho rang 6ng Diém bat luc trong
viéc chéng cong cho nén nhing nguoi thanh tdm chéng
cong, My ciing nhu Viét, muén thay ong dé dit nguoi
khac c¢ kha nang hon. Vé diém nay cac chuong 3, 17, 18
vanhat la 22 da cho thay: Chi mot thang trudc dao chinh
phai doan McNamara-Taylor da bdo cdo cho téng théng
Kennedy rang tuy c6 bat 6n 6 thanh ph6, nhung cong cudc
binh dinh ¢ noéng thon van tién trién tét dep, va con khing
dinh 1a c¢6 thé rut 1.000 ¢6 van vao cudi nam 1963.

Chinh 6ng Cabot Lodge khi dugc héi cudc dao chinh
c6 lam nguy hai dén cong cudc binh dinh & nong thon
khong cung tra 1oi la khong bi anh huodng gi. biéu do
chung t6 ché d6 ong Diém khong phai bat luc. Chi vai
tuan sau, khi cdc tuéng dao chinh dep bé chuong trinh

"sdd trang 55.Nguyén vdn: “Organize”.

sdd Trang 52. Nguyén van: “Set in motion”.
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Ap Chién Lugc, tinh hinh ¢ nong thon mdéi tdi té di. Va
diéunay, cungvoisuxdo tron trién mién 2 nam troi, cung
chung to khong co ai c6 kha nang hon 6ng Diém. Sau khi
ong Diém chét tat ca nhung nguoi chong 6ng déu da co
dip tht thoi van, tit Duong Van Minh, Nguyén Khanh,
Tran Van Huong, Phan Khac Stiu, Phan Huy Quat déubo
cudc sau vai thang cam quyén.

bén thoi hai 6ng Nguyén Van Thiéu va Nguyén Cao
Ky tinh hinh c¢6 khd hon vi My da dem vao hang van quan
téc chién dé ho tro cho cac 6ng dung viing trong mot thoi
gian. Nhung cac 6ng cuing khong chuing to dugc la cdc 6ng
c6 thé so sanh v6i chinh quyén Ngo binh Diém.

Nhan noivé bao cdo McNamara-Taylor cho biét c6 thé
rut 1.000 c6 van vé vao cudi nam 1963, cé nguoi da néu
lén gid thuyét: Vi ong Diém ciing nhu téng thong Kennedy
déu khong muon co6 quan téac chién My vao mién Nam, lai
con ¢o du tinh rit ¢6 van vé My, cho nén ca hai 6ng da bi
giét. Cai chét ctia tong théng Kennedy cho dén nay van
conlamotbidn, mac dutht pham dabibat. biéu dé khién
nguoi tanghi c6 mot siéu quyén luc chu truong ban va khi
hay tiéu thu vii khi ct vao moét cudc chién Viét Nam ma
bi hai 6ng can tré nén ho khu di luon. Dinhién day chila
mot gia thuyét hoan toan. Cac 6ng Johnson, McNamara,
Nixon hay ai ai khac c6 biét r6 muoi muoi cing chang dam
hé rang. Vivay cé lé no sé luon ludn chi la gia thuyét.

Va ciing c6 thé c6 nguoi bao: nguoi My dung 6ng Diém
dé chong cong, thay anh em 6ng nay lai tinh chuyén bat
tay voi cong san mién Bic, nén tao ra nhung vu chéng doi
cho 6ng Diém khong sao giai quyét néi, roi vin vao c¢6 do
gi€ét quach di. Viéc ong Nhulién lac véi Ha Noi duge nhiéu
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nguoi dé cap dén trong do co 6ng b6 Mau, Tran Van Don,
Karnow, McNamara. Quyén “War of the vanquished” cua
luat su Mieczyslaw Maneli, mot nha ngoai giao cong san
Balan dao nhiém, cé néi ky vé nhting cudc gap go cua tac
gid véi ong Nhu, khi tac gia conlatruéng doan Balan trong
uy hoi kiém sodt dinh chién tai Saigon, nham tao cay cau
lién lac Bac Nam.16

Trong nam 1997 Francis X. Winters, sau khi da tra
cuu céc tai liéu dugc gidi mat gan day va phong van moét
s6 nhan vat cao cép thudc bo ngoai giao cua chinh quyén
Kennedy, da cho xu4t ban cuén “Nam con meéo”1” néi vé
nhung bién c¢6 quan trong xay ra tai Viét Nam tu ngay 25
thang 1 nam 1963 dén ngay 15 thang 2 nam 1964. Ngay 6
chuong dau 6ng da néi dén canh dao trung bay tai phong
khanh ti€t cua tong théng Ngo6 Binh Diém vdi danh thiép
ctia 6ng H6 Chi Minh dé tang!® va & chuong 2 6ng da
trung dan cong dién dau tién cua pho dai su My tai Saigon,
ong Trueheart, ddnh vé Hoa Thinh Dén véi tu cach xu ly

'8 Tam dich: “Chién tranh clia nhiing ké bai tran”. Nguyén tac bing tiéng
Balan, do dich gia Maria Gorgey chuyén sang Anh ngl. NXB Harper & Row
N.Y.1971. Trong 2 chuong 6 va 7 tutrang 114 dén trang 153 tac gia da thuat lai moét
cach ty my va chinh xac vé hai lan gap gd gitta 6ng va éng Ngé dinh Nhu vao cac
ngay 25 thang 8 va méng 2 thang 9 ndm 1963. Lan dau dién ra trong budi tiép
tan co su hién dién ctiatan dai st Cabot Lodge. Tiéc rang khuén khé soan phdm
khong cho phép trung dan tai day nhiing16i d6i dap rét daivarat sau sac gittanha
ngoai giao Balan va éng cé van phl téng théng manhangoai giao luénxungho la
“Ngai” (Votre Excellence, Your Excellency).

v Nguyénvan: “Theyear of the Hare”. Hare nghiala con thé, thé ring. Ngudi
Tau thusng goi nam Mao lanam con thé. Ngusi My cé khidich layear of the Rab-
bit. Sach do dai hoc bao chi Georgiaxudt ban, Athens, Georgia. nam 1997.

8sdd trang19.
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dai su - ldc dy dai su F. Nolting vita lén duong di nghi hé tai
mién bia Trung Hai - Cong dién dé ngay 25 thang 5, tuong
trinh rang trong mét cau chuyén véi ong Ngoé binh Nhu,
ong nay da noi dén mot cudc hop tai Cam Bot vao ngay 19
thang 5, trong d6 ca H6 Chi Minh lan Ng6 binh Nhu déu
c6 dai dien.™

Cung trong cuén “Nam con meo” (trang 61) Winters
con noi dén cau chuyén gitta tuéng Nguyén Khanh va
John Richardson, truéng nhiém sé CIA ¢ Saigon luc do,
lién quan dén 16i tuyén bo ctia dng H6 Chi Minh vé mot
Lién Bang Viét Nam gom Bac Viét va Nam Viét va y dinh
ctia 6bng Nhu muon lién lac voi cac gidi chic mién Bac dé
tim hiéu vé 1oi tuyén bé ctia 6ng Ho.

Stanley Karnow, trong “Vietnam, a history”, sau khi da
danh hon mot trang (307, 308) ta chi tiét vé cudc gap go
gitta Ngo6 binh Nhu va Maneli, con cho biét chinh ba Nhu
sau nay da xdc nhan c6 nhting cuéc gap gé nhuvay “vacon
tiét16 rang chinh ba da chudn bi sdn sang dé gui hai nguoi
conlén cuabara Ha Noi “nhu mot ctt chi huynh dé¢”

Ong D6 Mau trong hdi ky “VNMLQHT”, trang 1007, da
dang nguyén van 14 thu cua 6ng Vo Nhu Nguyén viét cho
ban ctia dng D6 Mau la Hoang bong Tiéu ngay 24 thang 11
nam 1977. Cudi thu c6 doan thuat 16i 6ng Diém tam su véi
tac gia 1 thunhu sau:

“Va toi voi chi Nhu 6y du hai mién Quéc Cong tranh
chép nhung déu la mau mu ruot thit, phai c6 bién phap
anh em giai quyét lay chién tranh, do ton hao sinh mang,
tai san. R6i bén nao kéo dai, chung quy sé bi 1¢ thudc vao

Ysdd trang33
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mot cuong quéc va dat nudce chia re, vi cac cuong quoc co
ydinh chiaré ca.”

boc nhing hang trén - néu dich thuc la nhitng 10i cua
ong Diém tam su voi 6ng Nguyén, va ong Nguyén con nhé
chinh xdc, sau 14 ndm - nguoi ta, tuy theo lap truong va
cdch suy nghi riéng, c6 thé phé binh 6ng Di¢m nhu sau:

Phia bi quan hay chong déi thi cho rang:

Mot la: Ong Diém “tién hau bt nhat.” Chéng cong roi
lai quayrabat tay véi cong san, phan boily tuéng quoc gia.

Hai la: Ong Diém ngay tho tin vao long yéu nudc cta
ong Ho; khong nho 6ng Ho daloi dung su hop tdc ban dau
ctia cac dang Viét Quoc, Viet Céch dé thanh 1ap chinh phu
lién hiép, roi sau do, khi thé da manh du, lién quay ra tiéu
diét cdc dang quoc gia do sao.

Ba la: Anh em 6ng Diém khong biét rdng lam nhu thé
la phan boi dong minh My, va My sé dé yén cho cac ong u?

Phialac quan va tdn thanh thi cho rang:

1. Saunhting nam dau dua vao suung hé vavién tro ctia
My ma ton tai va phét trién thanh cong, 6ng Diém cang
ngay cang thay nguoi My khong hiéu lap truong va phuong
phap chong cong ctia d6ng, cang ngay cang muon dung dp
luc cta vién trg dé bat ong theo moét duong 16i ma ong
khong tan thanh vi 6ng thay chac chan noé sé dua toi that
bai cu6i cung. Vi thé 6ng muon tinh chuyén hoa hoan véi
Ha-noéi, mot phan lam giam ap luc ctia My, mot phan ciing
hoa giai dugc nhting khé khan do cac cudc phd hoai ctua
cong quan. Ong ciing nghi ring, néu 6ng H6 hay da s cép
lanh dao dang cong san dat quyén loi quoc té vo san va dé
quéc Lién S6 1én trén quyén loi dan toc, thi van con mot
s6 nhitng nguoi quéc gia chan chinh bi ket lai 6 mién Bac,



ngd dinh diém:1dikhentiéngché 299

ho khong tan thanh duong 16i cua dang cong san, nhung
bat dac di phai & vao thé khong chong déi, tuc gidn tiép
ung hoé. Va 6ng Diém hy vong nhting thanh phan nay sé c6
cohoitungho 6ng, néu 6ng cé moét duong16i uyén chuyén,
nga vé phia dan toc (theo quan niém ctia ho) ro rang hon.

2. Hon ntta 6ng Diém quan niém: cht nghia trung lap,
lién hi¢p thuong dugc cong san su dung dé dan dan tiéu
diét doi phuong, la vi d6i phuong trung lap hay lién hiép
véi cong san trong thé yéu. Con néu dang & trong thé
manh ma hiép thuong voi cong san hoac gitt thé trung lap
thi chi coloi chikhong co hai, mién la minh biét cach khai
thdc uu diém, uu thé cia minh. Va luc d¢ 1a Iic 6ng Diém
dang & thé manh hon Ha No6i, mac du khong manh bang
nhiing nam trudc.

Anh em 6ng Diém da chét rdi va khong co tai liéu téi
mat nao cua phu téng théng hay van phong cé van chinh
tri phu tong thong Viét Nam Cong Hoa duoc cong bo vé
van dé nay. Do vay ching ta khong c6 co sé dé néi ong
Diém tinh lién lac v6i Ha Noéi theo chiéu hudng nao. Co
phai 6ng chi muén dung d6 nhu mot mac ca voi My, dé My
gidm 4p luc? Hay o6ng tinh chuyén hi¢p thuong thuc su?

Conguoiconbao: banglytrudckia ong Diém nén chip
nhan cung vao Lién Hiép Qudc véi Ha Noi, vi chinh Lién
S6 dé nghi nhu vay. (Khi 6ng ndp don xin gia nhap L.H.Q.
vao luc thanh thé Viét Nam Cong Hoa dang 1én tot dinh
thi bi Lién s6 phu quyét. Lién S6 dé nghi LHQ thau nhan
ca hai mién Nam, Bac, thi 6ng lai khong chiu, nén Lién
S6 phu quyét.) Nhung 6ng luon ludn trung thanh (hay c6
chap?) véi nguyén ly “Tat ca hoac khong gi”, nhu tu ngu
Bernard Fall dung dé noi vé 1ap truong cing ran khong gi
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lay chuyén cua 6ng. Ong da khong chdp nhan ngdi chung
v6i 6ng HO ma luc &y 6ng mdi té cdo 1a phan boi quyén 1oi
dan toc khi ky vao hiép dinh Geneve chia doi dat nudc.

Trong chién tranh c6 dién, hay chién tranh truong ky
kiéu cong san thi cung thé, vé mat quan su cung nhu vé
mat chinh tri, quy luat chung la c6 tién c6 thodi moét cdch
nhip nhang tuy theo tinh hinh, tuy tung giai doan, mién la
diungluc vatheo dungké hoach chién thuat va chién luoc.
Co khi 1ui 1a dé tién. Lui vé chién thuat, dé tién vé chién
luoc. Co khi dvao cai thé khong thoai khong duoc. Nhung
phai thodi theo 16p lang thu tu. Lam chinh tri ma cuong
qud, khong mém déo, uyén chuyén thi dé that bai. Nhat1a
khi minh lai 6 thé yéu. C6 thé noi vao gitta nam 1963 6ng
Diém roi vao cdi thé tu phuong tho dich. Néu anh em 6ng
nghi dén chuyén hié¢p thuong véi Ha Noéi ciing 1a chuyén
dé hiéu. bay co thé 1a mot budc lui can thiét. Tiéc rang
dong minh ctia 6ng khong chdp nhan cdi budc lui 4y ma
ho cho 1a phan béi. Hon nita cdc ngudi quoc gia é mién
Nam cung chua san sang dé chia sé véi 6ng vé mét chuyén
hudng hoi dot ngot.

bau thang 11 nam 1993, nhan ky niém 30 ndm ngay
tong thong Ngo6 Dinh Diém mat, bai BBC Luan bon,
Anh Quoc co cho phét thanh bai ctia nt ky gia Judy Stow,
trudng ban Viét Ngtt cua dai nay. Ba da tungla phong vién
chinh cta dai tai vung Dong Nam A. Va bai cua ba ciing
nhu tat ca cdc bai dugc phat thanh trén phan ngoai ngu
ctia dai BBC luén luon theo dung chinh sdch ciabd Ngoai
Giao Anh. Tuy dai BBC la mot cong doan doc lap ma hoi
dong cac thong doc, co quan chi huy to6i cao cua dai, do
N Hoang b6 nham theo hién chuong cua dai, khong phai



ngd dinh diém:|oikhentiéngché 301

chiu sukiém sodt ctia chinh phu. Nhung riéng cac chuong
trinh huéng ra nuéc ngoai thi phai chiu su chi phoi ctia bo
ngoai giao vi b6 nay tai tro cac chuong trinh d6. Trong bai
binh luan ctia Judy Stow c6 doan:

“Lich st Viét Nam c6 thé xoay van khac han, néu téng
thong Ngo6 binh Diém khong bi sat hai 30 nam trudc day”.

“Qua thuc da co y kién cho rang ly do chu choét khién
téng thong Ngo binh Diém bi lat d6 1a vi 6ng da chuéan bi
cho 6ng Ng6 binh Nhu d4n budc vao nhiing cudc thuong
luong ngam véi Ha-noi”.

“Noi cho dung, cé nguoi con cho rang, mac dau doi
dich vé chinh tri, nhung 6ng H6 chi Minh da c¢ phan nao
trong né 6ng Ngo Dinh Diém. Ca hai déu chon cudc doi
doc than, va phai ndi, cho dén khi bi ha bé, cd nhan éng
Ngo6 binh Di¢m khong hé bi 6 danh vi tham nhﬁng”.zo

Khong ro6 khi noi “lich st Viét Nam sé xoay van khdc
han”, Judy Stow c6 muong tugng ra no sé xoay van ra sao,
theo chiéu hudng nao khong.

Nhung chac chan nhiéu nguoi quéc gia ngay nay khong
khoi cé y nghi: néu lic 4y nguoi My khong ha éng Diém
ma con ung ho lap truong cta ong (1a rut bét c6 van ve,
chi vién tro vu khi, ky thuat, kinh té dé Viét Nam chéng
cong theo chién phép Viét Nam), va nhéat la néu nguoi My
ctung tan thanh ké hoach thuong luong véi Ha Noi ctia 6ng
Diém va giup 6ng c6 mot cai thé manh dé thuong luong,
thi chac chan nguoi My da khoi phai tiéu hang tram ty My
kim, gti hai triéu con em sang Viét Nam chién dau, dé roi
cudi cung trén 58.000 trong sé do phai tu tran; va cing

20pi&n Dan Phu Nirthang 12 nam 1993.
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khong phai mang tiéng 1a siéu cuong ma thua doan quan
di dép rau hay chan dat; vahon nua con tranh dugc cai goi
la “héi chung Viét Nam” dm anh, chia ré ca mot dan toc
cho dén ngay nay.

Luc 4y néu 6ng Diém ndi chuyén véi Ha-nodi 1a noi
trén cuong vi binh dang, chua ké 6ng con c6 uu thé, hoan
toan khdc voi chinh quyén Nguyén Van Thiéu sau do 5
nam chi dugc ngdi ngang hang véi cdi bong ma “chinh
pht cach mang lam thoi cong hoa mién Nam Viét Nam”,
con chinh siéu cuong My c6 bom nguyén tu lam hau
thuan ma danh 1ép vé dé cho Bac Viét 1én chan, o ép
nhiéu lan tai ban hoi nghi.

Sau ngay 30 thdng 4 nam 1975 nhiéu si quan quan doi
Viét Nam Cong Hoa da noi: My dau co thua. Ho chikhong
muon thiang. Vi ho da ndm dugc Trung Qudc réi. bé cho
Viét Cong thang hau Viét Cong cé thé cam chan Trung
Cong sau nay. Nguoi khdc thi bao: Muc dich cua My nham
thu mot s6 v khi méi nhu mdy bay tang hinh, bom CBU
va tiéu thu not s6 vii khi 161 thoi trong thé chién 11 da dat
dugc, nén khong can kéo dai chién tranh ntta. Thuc su My
dau cé mat mot tac dat nao ma bao My thua?

Tatcanhunglapluanloai d6 déubat ngudn tusukhong
hiéu thé chién cta cong san. Cho dén nay, sau khi cuén
“No more Vi¢tnams” ra doi da hon mot thap ky, trong dé
tdc gia 1a nguoi tién hanh cuodc chién trong giai doan chot
va quyét dinh ctia n6 da phai cong nhan d6 la mot that bai
dau tién ctia My?!, ma van con nhting nguoi nhét dinh cho
rang My khong thua méi la chuyén la.

2! No More Vietnams, trang12-14.
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Tuoéng nén nhac lai la khi nguoi My lat 6ng Diém va dé
sau d6 dem quan tac chién 6 at vao Viét Nam, ho da bién
cudc chién tranh chéng cong c6 chinh nghia thanh moét
cuoc chién tranh xam luoc phi nghia. b6 la ly do quan
trong nhat cua su that tran.22

Thai do cua 6ng hoang Sihanouk tut choi vién trg My
lién sau d6 cho thdy 6ng ta so quan thay nha giau dé dang
dung ap luc dong tién mudn loai bé dong minh nho bé
luc nao cung dugc nén tha khong coé tién (cta 6ng nha
giau do) con hon nom ndp lo s¢ bi 6ng 4y hai bat cu luc
nao nhu 6ng Diém. Mot nguoi bén nudc lang riéng con
s0, huéng gi nguoi dan Viét Nam. Long tin noi nguoi ban
My da mat noi cac nguoi quoc gia sang sudt. Nguoi dan
thuong cung kinh tém My. Va quan trong nhat 1a nhung
ngudi quoc gia bi ket trong ché d6 mién Bac, bé ngoai bat
déc di phai khép minh dudi quyén luc vo bién cua ché do,
nhung trong tham tam van hy vong ché d6 mién Nam,
dudi sulanh dao ctia mét nguoi yéu nudc nhu 6ng Diém,
sé chién thang, hodc/va sé co luc thoi co thuan loi téi ho
sé dong goép mot phan trong viéc 1at d6 ché do Cong san.

My giét ong Diém la giét niém hy vong cudi cung cua
nhiing nguoi dé. Nhat lakhi thdy quan My nhan nhan trén
chién truong mién Nam, 6 at bdn pha mién Nam 1an mién
Bac, ho, vi 1a nhiing nguoi quéc gia, khong thé tdn thanh
cuoc chién tranh da tré nén thuc su cia My, con cac tuéng
td Viét Nam Cong Hoa du tai gidi, thién chién, c6 tinh

22 K& hoach “Viet Nam hod” chién tranh bat dau ¢ déu thap nién 70 chiing
td cudc chién sau dng Diém la cudc chién clia My chéng nhan dan Viét Nam. Do
la bang chiing hting h6n nhét dé ching minh cac chién sTquéc gia da mét chinh
nghiava chilalinh danh thué. Lam sao khéng thua, nhu 6ng Diém da tién tri.
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than quoc gia hay tu cach dao duc, du gi gi di nita cting tré
thanh linh danh thué. Dinhién c6 nguoiy thic minh chila
linh danh thué thanh ra hét hang say, va cting nhiéu nguoi
khong y thuc duoc diéu do, van nghi minh chién dau vi
chinh nghia, dé bao v¢ ly tuéng tu do, nhung khong phai
khong y thic duoc makhonglalinh danh thueé.

Nhiing nguoi quoc gia 6 mién Bac nhin ro thuc trang
do6. Ho van biét “Béc va bang” chang qua ciing chila cong
cu cua Lién S6. Nhung ho khong nhin thay quan Lién So6
hay quan Trung Cong, ma chi thdy mdy bay va bom dan
cua My doi xuong trén dau ho, cho nén dé bi lam mai cho
tuyén truyén cua “dang”. Thuc trang d6 dua ho dén cho
duong cung phai cung v6i nhiing nguoi cong san chong
My bao vé dat nudc trudc cai da. Lién So6 va Trung Quoc,
cong san quoc té sé tinh sau.

Vi hiéu va thay ro thuc trang dé nén 6ng Bui Tin, (mét
dai td4 Bac Viét dao nhiém, nguyén pho téng bién tap to
Qudn Poi Nhan Ddn mién Bac, nguoi da nhiéu lan téi My
hop hoi nghi véi cdc nha chién luge My va da tuong trinh
trudc quoc hoi My vé van dé MIA) da viét trong cudn
hoéi ky Hoa Xuyén Tuyét, NXB Nhan Quyén, 1991 cua 6ng
(trang172):

“Chinh quyén Kennedy ha éng Ngo6 binh Diém la mot
thét sach, co thé nodila mot sai lam ro rét”.

Lamot dai td trong quan doi mién Bic at 6ng Bui Tin
phai hiéu chién lugc, chién thuat cong san va éng ndi
diéu do vdi tu cach nguoi co tham quyén. Va vi 6ng da
dao nhiém, coi minh khong con trong khoi cong nira
nén mdi phat biéu nhu vay. Chu nhuing cép chi huy cua
ong 6 Ha No6i dau c6 mat cong mach cho nhting vi nhu
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Harriman, Hilsman, Forrestal biét bai hoc dau long do.
Ho chi cuoi thoi.22bis

Vi khong hiéu duoc tam trang cua nhiing nguoi Viét
Nam, bén nay cung nhu bén kia bo song Bén Hai khi thay
My lat va giét 6ng Diém, nén sau d6 nguoi My tudng véi
v khi t6i tan hién dai ho sé thang dé dang. Nhung quan
dan mién Bac trong d6 cé nhung thanh phan quoc gia
nhu vira noi trén, da dugc rén luyén theo chién phap nha

226s cayy trén cua Bui Tin duoc dua ra trong héi ky xuat ban nam 1991. B6n
nam sau, ngay 10 thang 11 nam 1995 trong buéi hop chuén bi cho héi nghi My-
Viét (Cong) vao cudi nam 1996, dé rut ra nhiing bai hoc cho cudc chién tranh
Viét Nam tai Ha Noi, theo ky gia Keith B. Richburg clia t& Washington Post
thuat lai cudc hop ndi trén vao hém sau thi “6ng McNamara da lay lam thich
tha dén say mé” (tir 6ng dung dé ndi véi nha bao: fascinating) nhan thdy rang
vai gidi chuic cao cdp trong chinh quyén Ha Noi, (trong budi hop c6 mat tuéng
Vo Nguyén Giap), da bao cho McNamara biét 6ng Diém la ngudi yéu nuéc (ho
dungtirnationalist) va gia sirnhu éng Diém con thicé 1& éng dy da khong dé cho
ngudi My dem chién tranh vao Viét Nam va My-hoa cuéc chién tranh dé khién
cudi cing My phai t&n mét trén 58,000 sinh mang. (Washington Post Novem-
ber 11, cac trang A21va A25 Nguyén van: (He found it) “fascinating that sever-
al former high-level Vietnamese Communist officials here told him that Diem
was a nationalist and that had he lived, Diem would probably not have accepted
the U.S. buildup and the Americanization of the war that eventually cost 58,000
American lives”. Chac han 6ng cuu bé trudng Quéc Phong My phai da lam gi cho
nhiing cén b cao cép cdng san thich thi 1dm (trong d6 c6 tac phdm “In Retro-
spect”, thu téi, nhan 16i moét cach hoi qua déang) nén mai dugc ho cho biét sy
thuc do, dé dugc thich thu say sua.

Bai bdo cua ky gia K.B.Richburg cting cho biét la trong phién hop hai bén
clngduaramot s6 cau hdivé nguyén nhanvatrach nhiém ctiacudc chién, trong
do c6 cau: “Néu cudce dao chinh lat t8ng théng Diém ngay nay trd thanh mot 16i
[am bi tham, thi cé bao nhiéu gidi chic My da biét trudc va da tich cuc ing hod
cudc dao chinh d6?” Nguyén véan: “And if the coup against Diem turns out to be
atragic error, how many US officials knew about it beforehand or were actively
encouraging it?
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ngheo, qua hon ngan nam kinh nghiém chong Bac thudc,
biét “lay it thang nhiéu”, lay “yéu danh manh”, 1ay “va khi
dich danh dich” do ca hai thanh phan quoc gia va quoc té
(cong san) tam dong long, chung stc thi thé. Ho lai hoc
dugc nhing bai hoc don gian va van gon cta chién phap
Mao Trach bong pha ché tu tinh hoa cua chién phap Ton
Tu trong nhung khau hiéu van gon nhu: “bich tién ta lui.
bich ngung ta qudy. bich mét ta danh. Dich chay ta dudi”,
v.v. Vakhi quan My da ra mat diéu khién cudc chién, bién
no thanh phi nghia, thi lap tuc su dong vién ctia Ha Noi
duoc thi hanh dé dang va déng loat, voi nhiing khéu hiéu
chién tranh da tré thanh cham ngoén tuc ngu: “Giac dén
nha, dan ba phai danh”, “Tinh vi dan, dong vi binh”. “Moi
nguoi dan la mot can bo tinh bao”, “moi ngoi but la mot
sudoan”, v.v.

Nhan néi dén “moi ngoi but la mot su doan” va « lay
vu khi dich déanh dich”, téi dé nghi ban doc di vao tinh
nghia cta chién lugc “toan bo chién”23 cua cong san dé
thay duoc cdi tinh thién bién van héa ctia né. Theo chién
phép cua nhung Stalin va Mao Trach Dong, toan bo chién
la chién tranh toan dién trén moi mat tran, bang moi
phuong tién, 6 khap moi noi, nhat la § nhting noi ma doi
phuong tuéng rang an toan nhét, nghia la ngay trong long
doi phuong. Trong cai thé toan bo chién dé ai cung co6 thé
la chién si. V6i phuong phép “bién thu thanh ban”, véi

23 Thuyc ravao dau thé ky trudc Karl Von Clausewitz (1780-183T), mot tudng
lanh, mét nha chién lugc thoi danh nudc Phé, da chi truong toan bé chién va
da dugc cac chién lugc gia Au Chau ap dung cho dén thé chién thu nhat. Sau dé
né hau nhu bi quén lang cho dén khi dugc cac lanh tu cong san Lién Sé va Trung
Quéc khoi phucva phat trién thém.
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khau hiéu “thém ban bét thu”, “lay gay ba dap lung ba,”
cong san co thé dung cay but (su doan) ctia nhung David
Halberstam, Neil Sheehan, Malcolm Browne chang han
dé tan cong boc hau vao ngay bé chi huy dau nao cua
d6i phuong khong phai 6 Quang Tri, An Loc, Ap Béc hay
Khe Sanh, A Shau, ma ¢ ngay Los Angeles, New York,
Washington.

Chinh vi vay ma Vo Nguyén Gidp ndi cac nha bao My
da gitp y mot tay rat dac luc. Mia mai va trd tréu la 6
ch6 nhung nha bao noi trén khong bao gio nhin ra diéu
do. Ngay ca khi da nghe Vo Nguyén Gidp noi co 1é ho van
khong hiéu ho Vo noi gi. Béi vi ho khong hiéu Stalin, Mao
Trach bong da danh, ma c6 1€ cing chua doc Gido su
Robert Strausz-Hupé.

Strausz-Hupé da cung vdi ba chuyén gia khdc la cdc
ong William R. Kintner, James E. Dougherty, va Alvin J.
Cottrell dé ra nhiéu nam nghién ctu mai miét moi viét
ra dugc mot cudn sdch 150 trang vé “Truong Ky Khang
chién” cho vién nghién ctu chinh sach d6i ngoai, xuat
ban vao nam 1959. Cuén sach da dugc Henry Kissinger
khuyén tat ca nhting ai muén hiéu thuc chat cua moéi nguy
ctia thé gioi tu do nén tim doc.

Nguoi tom luge va gioi thiéu tac phdm do voi doc gia
Reader’s Digest (Jan.1961) la Max Eastman da md dau bai
bdo voi tua dé giat gan - nhung chinh xdc va trung thuc:
“Thé chién IIT da khéi su r6i”. Trong bai bdo 6ng da nhac
lai nhan xét chua chét cua 4 tdc gia “Truong ky khéng
chién”?* nhu sau:

24 «protracted conflict”, co nghia la cuéc xung dot kéo dai. Nhung vi tac gia
dung tu nay dé noi vé chién lugc Mao Trach Bong nén soan gia xin dung tu clia
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“pung luc nay day chung ta dang 6 vao gitta cudc thé
chién thu ba. Céc nguoi cong san dang thang boi vi ho
biét rang ho dang 6 trong cudc chién d6. Con ching ta thi
dang thua vi ching ta khong biét chac chung ta dang lam
chién hay dang huéng hoa binh.”

Luc ma quan My da dé vao Viét Nam mot cach 6 at,
ram ro, nhan dan My van con tudng ho duong 6 thoi binh,
vi quéc hoikhong tuyén chién, vi chién tranh xdy ra d mot
noi xa xoi, cach bién thuy Hoa Ky hang chuc ngan cay so.
biéu do dé hiéu. Nhung bao gisi, nhiing nguoi tot nghiép
dai hoc bao chi, tu hao la minh am tuong vé Viét Nam vé
cong san nhu David Halberstam, Neil Sheehan, Malcolm
Browne trong thoi gian 6ng Diém cam quyén, da hanh
xu nhu trong thoi binh, tham chi doi chinh phu cta ong
Dié¢m cung phai diéu hanh nhu trong thoi binh. biéu do
khién nhting nha lanh dao chinh tri sang suét khong khoi
14y lam budn. Ong Nixon d4 khang dinh bao gisi da cé anh
huéng quyét dinh dén viéc My that tran qua khong sai.

Vé ban chat (chuyén chinh vo san, chuyén chinh = déc
tai) xa hoi mot qudc gia cong san la xa hoi dong kin24bis)

X~

ho Mao “Trudng ky khang chién
nhiing ndm 1946, 1947.(Do su phéng dich va cop nhat clia Truong Chinh, Bang
Xuan Khu tir cudn “Tri Chu Chién Luan”, cd nghia la ban vé chién tranh lau dai,

, da dugc nhan dan mién Béc nghe quen tai tu

hay trusng ky khang chién, ciiaho Mao.)

(24bis) Nha van céng san Vi Thu Hién, con 6ng Vi Binh Huynh, trong hoi
ky chinh tri “Dém Gitia Ban Ngay” (trang 148) da dung hai tu “khép kin” vamo ta
that chinh xac caixa hoi mién Bac lic d6 nhusau: ““Xa héi Viét Nam trong nhiing
nam 8y laxa hoi khép kin. M6t 16 thung dé dan chuing cé thé nhom ra ngoai la so
xudt ctia nganh an ninh, la trong toi d6i véi ke da dam khoét cdi 16 thung do hoac
phat hiénrano dé st dung”

“Moi thtr sach bao nudc ngoai déu la sach bao dich, moi thir dai nudc ngoai
déu la dai dich, trir cac san phdm van hoa clia cac nudc xa hdi chli nghia. Sau dai
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con xa hoi cac nude dan chu trong thé gisi tu do la xa hoi
c6i mo. Nhung néu nhan ra rang thé gici dang 6 giua thé
chién III thi phai no6i xa hoi thé gidi tu do 1a xa hoi “bo
ngd”, nghia la tha ho cho doéi phuong tung hoanh, thao
tung, néu nguoi dan va nhat la gidi truyén thong khong
tu gidc hay dugc gidc ngo rang ho duong 6 trong thé chién
I11, (nén hay liéu ma viét, ma noi, dung dé ngoi but, tiéng
noi ctia minh tré thanh v khilgi hai cua dich.)

Trong chién tranh toan bo, chang nhing moi nguoi
dan déu la chién si, ma moi nguoi dan déu 1a can bo tinh
bdo, can b6 tuyén van. Chang nhiing moi ngoi bt 1a moét
su doan ma moi sinh hoat moi nganh tit van hoc nghé
thuat dén ky nghé, thuong mai déu bién thanh nhung thu
v khi sdc bén trong tay nhiing can bo chién tranh.

Trong thé chién III, v6i dinh nghia chién tranh toan
b0, chién tranh giai phéng, chién tranh nhan dan, chién
tranh truong ky, mat tran é khap moi noi, 6 ngay chinh

héi XX it 1au, sach bao Lién Sé va cac nudc Dong Au ciing bi cdm nét, cling bi coi
lanhing san phdm van hoa déc hai.”

O phan cudc chi 6 cuditrang tac gia da dn ching mot suviéc khé ly thd dé
chung minh 16i ndi trong cau cudi cung viia néu nhu sau: (Cudc chu (+) ghi:) Gidi
thao tin ké rang chu tich hoi dong bo trudng Lién S6 A.N. Kossyghin (1904-1981)
trong cuéc hdi dam véi thi tudng Viét Nam Pham Van Bong nam 1965 (?) da hoi
théng vé chuyén bdo chi Lién S6 bi cdm ban. Thi tudng Pham Van Bong chdi.
Kossyghin dé nghi ngiing h6i dam dé ca hai cling di ra phé xem hu thuc rasao thi
Pham Van Bong thoai thac. Dé gitr hoa khi véi nudc dan anh ngudi ra van mua
sach bao Lién S6 véikhdiluong I6n nhu trudce, nhung ché thang dén cac nha may
gidy dé tai ché.(Hét cusc chu.)

ba khép kin dén nhu vay thi khong phai chi 6 trong ngudi dan khéng nhin
duoc ra ngoai, ma tur ngoai ky gia ngoai quoc tat nhién ciing khéng nhin vao dé
biét su thuc, trir phi dugc gidi lanh dao chi cho thay nhiing gi ho muén & ngoai
dugc thay mathoi.



310 minhvo

hau phuong an binh, an toan cua doi phuong nhu Hoa
Thinh Dén, chi khong phai chi 6 Phuéc Thanh, Ap Bic. Va
cdcnhabdo khong am tudng vé “toan bo chién” khong thé
nao tin va khong thé nao hiéu duoc tai sao ho lai la nhung
su doan dao ngt nhay sang chién ddu bén hang ngu dich,
chong lai phe minh.

Gido su Strausz-Hupé khiban vé chién tranh truong ky
ctia Mao Trach bong vao cu6i thap nién 50, nhin vao ban
do thé gidi voi mot phan ba nhan loai bi dat dudi ché do
coéng san, chi trong vong cé ddm nam, da nhan xét rang
“ching ta thua vi ching ta khong biét minh dang 6 trong
thé chién I11.7%°

Solzhenitsyn, van hao gidi Nobel, thdy Vi¢t Nam Cong
Hoa mat vao thang 4 nam 1975 da viét (trén to Le Monde
& Phap) rang “thé chién IT1 da chdm dut.” Ong mudn noi:

“Thé gidi tu do da thua han ro6i.”

Nhung may thay, d6 chua phai 1a tran cu6i cung. Gan
hai triéu nguoi Viét Nam liéu chét bo nudc ra di xa lanh
ché do cong san la mot v khi vo cung loi hai, hon han
bom nguyén tu, da tu troi rét xuéng ctiru nhan loai, vi né
gay mot xuc dong rung chuyén thé gidi, khién nhan loai
xét lai su danh gid cua minh vé moét thién duong cong san
ma M4c va Lénin quang cdo. Cho nén dén nam 1991 thé
chién I1I mdi thuc su chdm dut va nhan loai da thoat khoi
con ac méng xich hoa toan cau sé co thé bién mot xa hoi
van minh lui lai thoi ky d6 da. Giong nhu Ha N¢éi sau khi

25 protracted Conflict, 1959. The Trustees of University of Pennsylvania,
trang 109. Nguyén van: “The Communists are likely to win World War Il because
they know they are in it.” Tam dich: “Cong san c6 co thang trong thé chién Il vi
ho biét ho dang 6 trong cuéc chién do.”
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chiém Viét Nam cong hoa da bién mién Nam Viét Nam
dang c6 muc séng khong thua kém cdc con rong A chau
sau nay bao nhiéu, tré thanh nudc co6 loi tic dau nguoi
hang nién khong day 200 My Kim, mét trong 6 nudc c6 1oi
tuc dau nguoi thap nhat thé gioi.

Cdcnhabdo My chitrich 6ng Diém cho rang 6ngkhong
biét gi vé bao chi cdc nudce dan chu tu do. To6i khong nghi
moét nguoi thong minh ludén ludn tim hiéu moi su moét
cdch ty my dén noi dén chén nhu 6ng Tran Van Bon da
mo ta vé tinh hiéu hoc ctia 6ng Diém, lai da ting séng 6
cac nudce dan cht nhiéu nam, ma khong hiéu thé naolatu
do bao chi. Nhung dau sao chac chan 6ng Diém hiéu vé
bdo chi cong sdn hon mot s6 nha bao My.

Nhung nguoi nay luon tu phu rang ho lam nhiém vu ctia
bdo chi mot nudc tu do dan chu, phai trung thuc trinh bay
dung nhuing gi ho mat thdy tai nghe. Nhung ho khong biét
rang ho chang bao gio co thé trinh bay trung thuc vé thuc
trang § Viet Nam khiho chinéinhtng gixdyra ¢ Mién Nam,
con vé mién Bac thi ho im lang. Ly do dé hiéu: ho khong téi
duoc mién Bac. Va voi bic man tre bic man sat vay quanh
khong co tin gi goi la trung thuc dugc lot ra ngoai.

Ngay trong van dé thong tin ¢ mién Nam thoi cung
khong thé bao la thong tin trung thuc, khi nhung diéu hay
diéu tot ctia ché do ong Diém ho khong loan, ma chiloan
nhiing tin giat gan, thuong xau, dé ban bdo cho chay. Lam
bdo dinhién can bao ban chay. Khai théc tin giat gan cung
khong phai xdu. Nhung néu vi thién kién 16 di nhting tin
tot chi loan tin x4u ma bao la trung thuc thi la nguy bién,
néu khong phailanoildo. Ngay nay nhinlai, hay chinoivé
mién Nam thoi.



312 minhvo

Cdc nha bdo ndi trén nghi gi khi hoi 4y ho chi lam ram
ro vé tran Ap Bic, vé Ap Chién Lugc Bén Cat, vé tran
Phudc Thanh ma hau nhu khong bao gio néi dén nhiing
tran thang 16n cta quan doi Viét Nam Cong Hoa, vi du
nhtng tran trong nam 1960: Tran buc Hué (thang 1),
Tran Kién Hoa (ngay 13 thang 4) tran U Minh Ha (thang
5), tran Théi Lai Phong Dinh (ngay 8 thang 6), tran mat
khu T6 Hap (ngay 16 thang 7 ndm 1961, trong d6 200 V.C.
bi ha cung véi moét thugng td.)?

Nhung 16i 14m ctia bao chi My thoi 6ng Diém duoc lap
lai trong thoi 6ng Thiéu. Bao chi My lam ram r¢ vé vu My
Lai ma chi loan tin so sai vé vu tan sét tap thé gan 3.000
nguoi trong dip Tét Mau Than (tim thdy it thdng sau do6
trong nhting mo tap thé  Hué). Nhung su thién vi nhuthé
c6 théla do luong tam nha bdo “ludn trung thuc” khong?

Can ndi thém la cai thé toan bo chién cua cdng sdn no
don phe dan chu tu do vao thé luong-nan. Nghia la néu
anh c6i mo nhan danh dan chu thi sé bi déi phuong loi
dung nhu moét “thanh tri bo ngd” dé khai théc, thao tung.
Nguogc lai néu anh dep bd tu do, 4p dung céc bién phap
doc tai chuyén ché thi anh sé tu mau thuan. Anh chéng
cong vi cong san doc tai va anh nhan danh dan chu tu do
ma tranh d4u, néu anh lai cung doc tai thi anh chong cai
gi? Do la ly luan ma cac nha bao My thuong dung dé da
kich 6ng Diém trong nhiing nam dau thap nién 60.

Chi c6 thé héa giai dugc cai thé luong nan do bang cach
nghién cuu ky chién luge cdng san, nhat 1a toan bo chién
va “truong ky khang chién”. Ro6i tim ra nhung ké hé ctia no.
Va phai dong long, nhat tri, quyét tam theo dudi dén cung.
bung vi nhung bat ddng nho ma quay ra sat hailan nhau.
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Nhu di noi céi thé toan bo chién no bién moi thu
thanh vu khi, thi chinh hién phdp ciing tré nén vu khi.
Hién phap ctia cong san ciing bao gom nhung diéu khoan
tuong tu nhu hién phép cac nudc tu do. Nhung né céd
mot diéu cot 1oi huy bo tat ca cdc diéu khoan co tinh dan
chu. boladiéu quy dinh sulanh dao ctia dang, su chuyén
chinh v6 san. Thanh ra cong san co6 thé nhan danh hién
phédp bién moi nguoi dan thanh linh phai theo quan Iénh
cua dang la téng tu lénh, di nhién ké ca bao chi (d¢ tu
quyén), quéc hoi, toa an.

Con hién phap ctia thé gidi tu do lamot 101 toi, mot thu
tro ngai khong thé vuot qua, khién chinh phu, bé tulénh
bi troi tay. Nhu tuéng Westmoreland da tung vi 6ng chién
dau trong tinh trang hai tay bi tréi.

Thoi néi chién ctia My téng thong Abraham Lincoln,
khi lay c¢6 chién tranh tam hiy bd moét vai diéu khoan vé
quyén tu do hién dinh, da bi nhiéu nguoi phé binh, chi
trich. Huong chi trong moét cudc chién 6 xa luc dia My ca
chuc ngan cay s0, ai cho phép chinh quyén Nixon dung
dén hién phdp?

Trong cai thé chién tranh toan bo do, kho vu khi hat
nhan cting tré thanh vé dung. Ctrldy mot vi du. Cuoc oanh
kich Bac Viét trudc 1€ Gidng sinh ndm 1972 néu duoc tiép
tuc thém vai ngay ntta thi Ha Noi da phai dau hang vo diéu
kién. Nhung duluan My, duluan thé gisi dobdo chi huéng
dan, da bat budc chinh quyén Nixon phai ngung oanh
kich. Tém lai khong phai cu cé uu thé vé quan sula dam
bao thangloi. Thong tin, van hoa, nghé thuat, ngoai giao,
tuyén truyén, tinh bdo, tat ca déu la va khi, nhiéu khi cé
tinh quyét dinh hon han stic manh quén su.
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Vivay dung bao: “My manh nhu thé lam sao thua dugc.
Ho gia vo thua déy thoi.”

Trong thoi 6ng Diém, vi cé suhién dién cua siéu cuong
My tai mién Nam, nén nhung ngudi c6 chit van hoa, va
thong thao ngoai ngtr ma lai vong ngoai, hay c6 qua nhiéu
tham vong thuong dugc nguoi My loi dung nhu nhing 14
bai phong ho, dé lam 4p luc hay mac ca véi chinh quyén.
Ong Diém da cuong quyét khong dé bi thach d6 boi nhiing
su viéc nhu vay. Va thai d¢ cung ran do, dang lé nguoi My
phaihiéu, thi trdilai cé nhing nhabdovamoét sé vién chuc
cao cdp bo ngoai giao My lai vi tu ton, tu i hanh dong nhu
thuc dan theo xu hudng s6-vanh nude 16n.

Nhung cting phai nhin nhan ché d6 6ng Diém hoi kém
vé phuong phép thu phuc gidi tri thic thi thanh, va bao
giGi My.

Ngoai ra, phong trao t6 cong trong nhung nam dau,
tuy xét chung rat thanh cong, nhung co lic di hoi qua 16.
Suviéc mot s6 cdn bo dang phai qudc gia va gido phai bi
bat oan va khong dugc phong thich kip thoi da gay nén
nhung hiéu lam dan dan bién thanh nhiing mam moéng
chéng doi.

Néu so voi dai da s6 nhan dan ma phanlén § néng thon
mén phuc 6ng Diém, thi con s6 nho cac phan tu tri thic
hay hoc sinh & d6 thanh khéng ddng ngai®®. Nhung khi

26 & mién qué Nam Viét Nam Itic &y c6 cau ca dao kha phé bién chung to
long dan hudng vé éng Diém hon éng H6 ChiMinh, dugc nhavan héichanh Xuén
Vatrunglaitronghdiky “Mang ngudilarung” clia dng (trang 266) nhu sau: “Mot
mai muaratan Ho. Lualén Ngo tét, an Ngb no long”

Nha van Duyén Anh, Vi Méng Long, ngudi tu xung la “tinh nguyén chéng
coéng, cong san khong tha, quéc gia khéng dung” thi lai trung mot cau ca dao
khac dé néivé rieng dng H6 chiMinh: “Nhing ai con do tuéng cong san niia day?
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nguoi My bat binh véi anh em 6ng Diém vé nhing muc
tiéu chinh tri khac, muén ham hai 6ng, thi nhung phan tu
doé bi nguoi My su dung, tré thanh rat nguy hiém. Nhiing
gi da xay ra trong vu Phat tu va sinh vién bi 16i vao trong
nhting cudc biéu tinh chéng déi vao mua thu nam 1963
chung to diéu do.

Dau sao chinh quyén Ngo6 binh Diém cung c6 phan
trach nhiém vé viéc khong thu phuc dugc mot s6 thanh
vién do thi dé ho bi nhiing nguoi My cé 6c thuc dan loi
dung dan dén su sup d6 cia mot ché do tuong doi tot nhat
trong giai doan tir 1945 dén nay.

Nhung 16i lam d¢ thiét tudéng da duoc chudc va rua
sach bang cdi chét bat khuat ctua 6ng. Chi tiéc moét diéu
la cdi chét do va su sup d6 cia ché do dé nhat Cong Hoa
da dan dén cai chét ctia ca mién Nam sau nay, khién nhan
dan Viét Nam phai chiu dung canh thiéu thén, co cuc, ap
buc cho dén ngay nay.

bé két thuc chuong nay va soan phdm “Ngoé binh Diém
Loi Khen Tiéng Ché,” toi xin dua vao nhing nhan xét cua
da so cac tac gia da dugc trich dan dé két luan rang Téng
Thong Ngo binh Di¢m la mot lanh tu xing ddng ciia mién
Nam Viét Nam. Ong bi 1at d6 khong phai vi long dan oén
ghét 6ng, nhung vi 6ng da choéng lai am muu ctia nguoi
My mudén bién chinh quyén Ong thanh mot chu héu, bién
Mién Nam Viét Nam thanh moét thu thudc dia kiéu mai.

Nhiing diéu ma nguoi My qua bdo gidi da cdo budc ong
vé su bat luc trong viéc binh dinh nong thon, vé su that

Hay nghe dan gian 1&n tiéng: “Tur khi ta c6 Bac H6, Nhan dan chang dugc an no
ngay nao” (Saigon ngay dai nhat, Duyén Anh, Xuan Thu Californiaxudt ban nam
1988, trang 240)
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bai cua Ap Chién Lugc hay vé su dan ap doi lap, bach hai
Phat Gido, thuc ra chila nhiing cai ¢, va nhiing vu xuéng
duodng biéu tinh, cac vu tu thiéu ctia moét s6 nha su déu
nam trong nhtung ké hoach, nhing ma-nép chinh tri
nham triét ha uy tin cua 6ng, réi cudi cung lat o6ng, giét
ong bang nhiing ban tay do CIA My dié¢u khién.

Nguoi My khong ude luong duoc hau qua tai hai cta
viéc lam cua ho nén da phai chung kién va lanh dt nhung
gi ong Diém da tién tri ti trudc:

“Sau toi sé 1a dai hong thuy”?7, “Cong san sé thing.
Chung thang khong phai vi chung manh ma vi chung ta
yéu, chung ta bo cuoc.”?8

Nguoi My muoén thodt khoi “hoi ching Viét Nam” van
con dang chia ré nhan dan My vé nguoén goc, trach nhiém
ctia cudc that tran trong chién tranh Viét Nam, va nguoi
Viét Nam muoén chadm dut su chia ré hién nay trong canh
luu vong, tha huong, hay cong binh véi nguoi qua co. Hay
tra lai danh du cho 6ng Ngo6 binh Diém. Hay chdm dut
nhiing chién dich béi lo 1an nhau. Nhit 1a nhiing vi tai to
mat 16n da tung nhung tay it nhiéu vao cuéc dao chinh
1-11-1963 hay cham dut chién dich “chay t6i” noi xau
vi lanh tu tuong do6i xing dang nhat cua Mién Nam Viét
Nam.

bai phat thanh BBC ctia Anh Quéc t6i mong 2 thang 11
nam 1963, trong mot bai binh luan, sau khi loan tin tong
thong Ngo binh Diém bi lat d6, da nhac lai moét s6 thanh
tich cua ong trong thoi gian cam quyén, va két luan rang:

27 Xinxem chuong 26.

28 Vietnam, a history, by Stanley Karnow, 1993, trang 231,232.
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“Lich st sé cong binh hon d6i véi ong”2°. Mong rang thé
hé tré Viét Nam sé duoc chung kién su kién lich st tuyén
duong anh hung Ng6 binh Diém, mac du hién nay sau
bién c6 30 thang tu nam 1975, tai quoc ndi cong san hau
nhu git doc quyén viét st, va mot s6 nha bao thién cong
tro thanh st gia My dang cé moét anh hudng rat 16n trong
du luan My va thé gici.30

250an gia da dich than nghe cau ndi d6 qua giong ndi va truéc mat xudng
ngoén vién Thach Xuan Ky, thudc ban Viét Ngir dai BBC, trong phong vi am clia
ban nay taitru sé Bush House ctia S& Ngoai Ngir. Nhu da trinh bay vé cau néi cta
Judy Stow, nhiing 16i phat di tu sé Ngoai Ngit déu theo dung chinh sach clia bd
ngoai giao Anh. Va cac bai binh luan chinh tri thudng chi cé ngusi Anh dugc viét,
nhan vién ngudi Viét ctia dai chilam nhién vy dich thuat va xudng ngon.

30 Trongtuan san US News and World Report s rangay 10thang 8 nam 1998
vUia qua, dudi nhan dé: “Can Vietnam forget? Its view of the war and of America
is changing”, ky gia Kevin Whitelaw da trung dan |5i phat biéu clia hai strgia hién
dai ciia Cong San Viét Nam, cac 6ng Nguyén Binh Lé & trudng dai hoc HaNéi, va
Lé Van Quang dai hoc thanh phé H6 Chi Minh, cho thdy ngay xua, khi con chién
tranh, cdc ngudi cong san phaiviét dé cé vo cho cudc chiéntranh ciaho,nénlic
dy ho goi My laxam lugc, chéng nhan dan Viét Nam. Nhung ngay nay, hét chién
tranh réi,va danglic can [dy Iong ngudi My, ho lai noi luc dy ngudi My chién déu &
Viét Nam lado chién lugc toan cdu ciia My chéng Cong San. Bay xin ban doc xem
nguyén van loi phat biéu clia hai gido su strhoc Cong San Viét Nam noitrén, qua
I&i trich dan ciia nhabao My Whitelaw:

“Historians also teach a more nuanced view of American motives. “In 1977,
we only lectured on what we were given and, of course, there were materials
about American colonialism” says Nguyen Dinh Le, a war historian at Vietnam
National University in Hanoi, “Now | tell my students that the main reason the
US Government wanted to invade Vietnam was under its global strategy against
the Communism.”

“During wartime, our historians wrote the history to serve the struggle”,
says Le van Quang, dean of history at Vietnam National University of Ho Chi
Minh city, “we still write about war, but we try to find things to serve our two
countries”
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Tam dich:

“Ngay nay cac st gia cting day (sinh vién) mét quan diém uyén chuyén hon
vé ly do ngudi My (chién ddu & Viét Nam). Mot gido su vé chién su tai truong
dai hoc quéc gia 6 Ha Noi, 6ng Nguyén Dinh Lé ndi: “Nam 1977 chung téi chi
day nhiing gi duoc cung cép, va di nhién c6 nhiing tai liéu vé chinh sach thuc
dan ctia My. Ngay nay thi téi bao sinh vién rang ly do chinh khién chinh pha My
lic d6 muén xam nhap Viét Nam nam trong chién lugc toan cau chéng cong
sancuaho”

“Ong Lé Van Quang, khoa trudng khoa St trusng dai hoc quéc gia & thanh
phé H6 ChiMinh thinoi: Trong thai chién cac st gia chiing téi viét st dé phuc vu
cubc chién ddu. Ngay nay ching toivan con viét vé chién tranh, nhung ching téi
c6 gangtim ranhimng gi phuc vu hai quéc gia chiing ta ma viét.

Tailiéu trén day cho thay: Du cho ché dé congsan conton tai trong mét thoi
gian thi n6 cing khéng thé hoan toan ngan can luong tam vay thic lich strcua
nhiing ngudi dan luong thién trudc sau gi cling tim ra su thuc.

Pangkhdc né cling chiing minh nhiing gi chiing téi néi trong chuong 16i ban
chungvé toan bé chién. Nham muc tiéu chién thang cac chién lugc gia cong san
khong tir mot thu doan nao. Tat ca déu cé thé bién thanh v khi, chién cu, moi
ngudi phai tré thanh chién binh. Buing nhu quan niém cua ly thuyét gia cong san
Trudng Chinh da phat biéu trong thap nién 50 va trd thanh nguyén ly chi dao su
diéu hanh cac chinh sach ctia ché dé: “Khéng cd nghé thuét vi nghé thuat. Tat

ca phai do chinh tri chi phdi” Va nhu mét hé luan tat yéu: Ngudi viét st phai viét
theo nhing tai liéu dugc Bang cung cap. Ngay nay ho co viét khac di thi cang la

theo chithi ctia dang. Muc tiéu chién lugc trong giai doan nay da thay déi.



Phu luc

1. Vé viéc ong Diém bi Viét Minh bat, giam va duoc
tha. (Theo Vi Thu Hién, tac gia Pém Gitta Ban Ngay)

“Nhan chuyén thong nhat dat nudc, toéi xin noi toi
moét mau lich st it nguoi bi€t. Sau khi Cach Mang Thang
Tam thanh cong, 6ng Ngo Dinh Diém bi bat. Tai Ha Noi
ong Diém bi giam khong phai 6 Hoa Lo ma ngay trong
Bac B6 Phu. Theo 6ng Chu binh Xudng, nguyén giam
doc sé Liém Phéng Ha Noi, thi viéc Ngo binh Diém bi
giam tai Bac B¢ Phu la do 6ng H6 Chi Minh quyét dinh.”
“Tai sao 6ng HO lai c6 quyét dinh do thi 6ng Chu Pinh
Xuong khong hiéu. Rat co thé do nhiing gidy mo ré mé nao
do gitra gia dinh 6ng H6 voi cac quan lai triéu Nguyén trong
qua khu ma 6ng H6 Chi Minh lo cho s6 phan cua Ngo Binh
Diém, khong muon dé mac tinh mang con nguoi néi tiéng
chong Cong nay nam trong tay nhiing dong chi nong tinh.
Chatoilanguoi giti chiakhoa phong giam. Bén btita canh vé
lén lay chia khoa, cho Ngé binh Di¢m dn xong thi nop lai.”
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“Mot hom ong Ho bao cha toi: “Chu Huynh a, toi tinh
nén tha 6ng Diém. Minh lam an cho nguoi ta tét hon la
lam odn”. Cha to6i ban véi 6ng Lé Gian. Hai 6ng cho rang
dé ngan nguia nhung hanh dong chong Cach Mang cua
6ng Diém céch tot nhat la dé cho 6ng ta dugc hudng ché
do6 cau luu tai Viét Bac. Ong ta sé song nhu dan thuong,
chibi han ché tu do di lai ma thoi.”

“Ong H6 Chi Minh b6 ngoai tai y kién phan béc. Ong
ta da dinh tha la ong ta tha: “Cdc chu khong 6 Hué khong
biét, ché dan Hué cé cau “bay vua khong Kha, dao ma
khong Bai”, landi vé cu than sinh 6ng Diém day. Vi nguoi
cha tha nguoi con la diéunénlam 1am chu. Cac chi khong
nén hep hoi!”

“Nhiéu nguoi nhan xét khi & cuong vi téng thong Viét
Nam Cong Hoa 6ng Ngo binh Diém khong bao gio co
nhung 10i khiém nha d6i voi chia tich HO6 Chi Minh.”

“Mot trong nhung nguyén nhan, theo to6i nghi, cé thé 1a
do 6ng Diém khong quén on 6ng HO da tha mang minh, 1a
diéu khong phai kho hiéu. “ Sdd trang 226 va 227.

2.Y kién cua cac ong Ngo Dinh Nhu, H6 Chi Minh,
Pham Van Dong, dai su Phap Lalouette, dai st Y
D’Orlandi, dai su An Do Goburdhun, luat su Maneli
truong doan Balan trong Uy Hoi Quéc Té Kiém Soat
Pinh Chién, Phu ta ngoai truéng My Roger Hilsman,
bo truéng Quoc Phong My McNamara... lién quan dén
cac cudc tiép xuc mat gitra hai mién Nam Bac trong
nhiing nam 1962, 1963, do nha bao ndi tiéng nir tién
si Ellen Hammer thuat lai trong tac pham A Death in
November. E. P. Dutton, N.Y. 1987 (chuong 8, trang
220-262):
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“Khi Mieczyslaw Maneli, truéng doan Balan trong Uy
Hoéi Quoc Té Kiém Sodt binh Chién (ICC) da tu Ha Noi
tro lai Saigon vao mua xuan nam do, thi mot sé nha ngoai
giao Tay Phuong da co quyét dinh la 6ng ta phai gap Ngo
binh Nhu. Ho dang tim ki€ém mot co hoi thuan tién dé cho
hai nguoi gap nhau thi vu Phat Gido bung né, bat buédc ho
phai dinh hoan cudc gap nay, vi vay mai cho dén tuan 1é
cudi cung cta thang 8, khi Cabot Lodge dang c6 gang to
chuc cudc dao chinh & Saigon, Maneli va bao dé cua téng
thong Diém mdi gap nhau.”

“Ho gap nhau trong budi tiép tan ngoai giao doan dau
tién cua tan quyén ngoai truéng Truong Cong Cuu, ma
ong Lodge cting cé mat. Tan dai su My la trung tam diém
chu y khi 6ng ta tro chuyén véi cac dong nghiép trong
ngoai giao doan duong nhu khong mang gi dén nhting
cing thang bén ngoai cin phong ruc sang. Nhung nhiing
nguoi My khac hién dién thi khong gidu ndi quan ngai
cuaho....”

“Tai mot noi khdc trong can phong réng, buc Cha
Asta, kham mang Toa Thanh, dang néi chuyén véi Maneli,
khong cho thay c6 ddu hiéu nao bat thuong trudce sy hién
dién ctia nguoi Balan nay, mét nha ngoai giao cua mot
nudc Cong San lan dau tién duoc moi toéi du tiép tan 6
Saigon boi ngoai truéng Mién Nam Viét Nam.”

“buc cha Asta quay sang 6ng Ng6 binh Nhu va gidi
thiéu Maneli. Nhu thé c6 nguoi lam hiéu, cdc nha ngoai
giao khac tién vé phia ho, cé vé nhu dé nhap chuyén mot
cach ngau nhién, khong co gi la chudn bi trude, nhung
thuc su thi ho da mdi nguoi bang moét cach riéng ré ¢
thic ddy ong Nhu tién tdéi cudc gap go nay. bo la cac ong
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Lalouette, dai st Phap; Goburdhun, dai su An, chttich ny
Hoi Quéc Té; va D’Orlandi, dai su'Y.

“Toi da nghe cdc ban cua ching ta néi nhiéu vé 6ng.”
Ong Nhu noi v6i Maneli. Ong ta ti€p: “Nhan din Viét
Nam c6 mot sy nhdy cdm va khong tin cdy chang nhing doi
vdi nguoi Trung Hoa ma vdi tdt cd nhitng nudc thuc dan hay
chiém dong, tdt cd. Maneli tu hoi phdi chang Nhu c6 y noi
Hoa Ky, va cé lé ong ta khong phdi la nguoi duy nhdt trong so
nhing nha ngoqi giao nghe chuyén co su suy dodn vé diéu do.”

“Ro6i 6ng Nhu lai noéi: “Liic nay day, ching toi dang quan
tam tdi hoa binh va chi quan tam téi hoa binh ma thoéi. Toi
tin rdng Uy Hoi Qudc Té c6 thé va nén déng mot vai tro quan
trong trong viéc dem lai hoa binh cho Viét Nam.”

“Maneli tra 10i rang Ong ta san sang git “vai tro tich cuc
nhdt va xdy dung nhdt” trong UHQT dé tailap hoabinhva
thong nhat cho Viét Nam.”

“Ong Nhu noi: “Chinh phi Viét Nam uéc mong hanh
dong trong khuon kho tinh than hiép dinh Gio-ne-vo.”

“ft 1au sau cuoc gap go nay, Maneli nhan dugc 161 moi
toi tham 6ng Nhu tai dinh Gia Long.”

“Cudc tiép kién dugc 4n dinh vao ngay mong 2 thang 9,
va cac 6ng Goburdhun, dac biét 1a Lalouette rat hy vong
no sé thanh cong. Khi 6ng Goburdhun di Ha Néi véi tu
céch chu tich UHQT, 6ng ta da kham phd ra rang chinh
phu Mién Bac khong co vé gi coi cudce chién tai mién Nam
laly do dé tu choi xét viéc giao thuong véi ché do Saigon.
Ho6 Chi Minh da bao Goburdhun rang Ng6 Pinh Diém la
“nguoiyéunudc theo cdch cua 6ngta”. Trudckia dOng ta cting
da tung c6 lan nhan xét voi thién cam rang 6ng Diém voi
cd tinh doc lap cua minh chac phai gap kho khan trong
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viéc xu tri véi nguoi My 1a nhting ké mudn kiém sodt moi
thu. Ong H6 bao Goburdhun: “Hay bdt tay 6ng ta cho toi
néu gap...”

“Khi Maneli dén Ha Noéi vao mua xuan 1963, 6ng ta
thay thanh pho6 nay budn rau, bi quan dudi moét ché do tan
bao nhu thoi Stalin ¢ Lién S6. Ong ta chuyén thong diép
cta Lalouette rang 6ng Diém sé dap ung néu Ha Noi di
budc trudce, vi 6ng &y muon giam thiéu 4p luc cua nguoi
My do6i véi ché do ciia minh.”

“Ha Noi ddp: “Cut dé ong ta ching té thién chi di. Ongta cé
thé dan dan ma lién lac buu chinh véi mién Bdc va nhdn than
dd ciia mién Bdc doi gao ctia mién Nam. Mién Bdc sdn sang
chdp nhdn mot nén dan chi kiéu Tay Phuong 6 mién Nam va
sé khong thiic ép phdi mau chéng thong nhat”...

“Ong H6 da dua ra 10i kéu goi cong khai vé mot thoa
hiép dinh chién 6 mién Nam vao mua hé nam dé. bay
khong phai lan dau ma mot 1oi kéu goi nhu thé dugc dua
ra dé ung ho Mat Tran Giai Phong trong cudc dau tranh
chong chinh quyén Ngo6 binh Di¢ém. Nhung khong giong
nhting nguoi ding trong té chuc Mat Tran dang tranh dau
nham loai 6ng Diém khéi chinh quyén, cdc nha lanh dao
mién Bac khén thiét lo chian dung su can thiép quan su
cua My vao Viét Nam, duong nhu da san sang di téi mot
thda thuan véi 6ng Diém dé lam viéc do.”

“Nguoi Bac nhin thdy nhitng moi lgi trong viéc thuong
luong vdi 6ng Nhu trong giai doan nay. Thu tuéng Pham
Van Bong noi: Dau sao 6ng Nhu chéc chan c6 kha nang tu
duy moét céch lo-gich; 6ng ta da tot nghi¢p dai hoc “Ecole
des Chartes” (truong dao tao cdc chuyén vién van kho 6
Paris). Maneli hoi nén lam gi néu dugc moi dén gap o6ng
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Nhu, thi 6ng Dong noi: “Cu dén va nghe cho that ky. Cé mot
diéu chdc chdn: nguoi My phdi roi khoéi Viét Nam. Trén cdin
bdn chinh tri dé chiing toi c6 thé thuong luong vé moiviéc. Moi
viéc. Chung toi thuc long mong mudén chdm dut chién tranh,
tdi ldp hoa binh va thong nhdt trén co sé hoan toan thuc tién.
Chuing toi rdt la thuc tién”.....

“Khi Lalouette nghe phong thanh vé cuoc dao chinh
ma nguoi My dang c6 lam tdi trong tuan do 6 Saigon, 6ng
ta so rang chinh sach ngoai giao kién tri cua ong ta tré
thanh cong da trang. Mot budi toi dng ta bao Maneli néu
ma 6ng Diém bi lat d6 thi co may nho vé hoa binh ¢ Viét
Nam sé tiéu tan. Bat ci ké nao dugc nguoi My chon dé
thay thé ong ta sé 1¢ thudc vao My hon. Chi mét minh éng
Diém c6 can dam git doc 1ap dé lam viéc cho hoa binh.
Maneli lap tuc gui bdo bao vé cau chuyén nay vé thu do
Ba Lan va gui ban sao cho chinh phu Bac Viét va toa dai su
Lién S6 6 HaNoi.”

“Noilongaicua Lalouette hoi qua sém; H.C.Lodge dang
ban giai quyét mot vai khé khan 6 Saigon va Maneli da c6
thé githen voi ong Nhu tai dinh Gia Long vao ngay 2 thdng
9. Bao d¢ cua téng thong bao Maneli 6ng ta khong chong
thuong luong va hop téc voi mién Béac. Nguoi Viét Nam
khong bao gio quén ai 1a nguoi ngoai quoc, ai la nguoi Viét,
ngay ca trong khi hai bén dang giao tranh véi nhaukhoc liét
nhét. C)ng Nhu néi: néu chung téi cé thé khéi su mot cude
doi thoai thi chung toi sé c6 thé dat duoc mot thoa thuan.
Va UHQT va chinh Maneli sé c¢ thé dong mot vai tro tich
cuc: Trong tuong lai gan t6i khong thay trudc dugc la co gi
sé co thé dan téi nhing cudc hoi dam truc tiép nhung diéu
nay chang bao lau ntra c6 thé sé dugc sang to.”
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“Maneli héi 6ng Nhu vé nhung tin don lién tiép &
Saigon va Ha Noi rang cudc déi thoai gita hai mién da
khéi suroi.”

“Ong c6 thich nhitng tin don dé khong?” Ong Nhu hoi lai
c6 vé bong dua. Truéc dé 6ng Pham Van Dong cung da
dung ngon tu tuong tu dé tra 161 Maneli, khi 6ng nay héi
cung cau héi do: “Pong chi cé tin diéu dé khong?”

“Pai st Phap vo cung that vong khi nghe Maneli thuat
lai cudc gap go cua o6ng ta v6i em téng thong. Lalouette
thdy duong nhu 6ng Nhu dang thao lui. Ong ta da rat than
trong, than trong qua. Ong ta da ty danh lua khi cho ring
minh c6 thé dat dugc moét su hiéu biét voi 6ng Lodge va
ong ta khong muoén dot cay cau ¢ phia sau. Lalouette bao
Maneli:

“Néu ong ta khong dut duoc nhung do tudng do, ong ta sé
tiéu mdt. Thuc la mot 16i lam bi thdm.”...

«...Ong Nhu noi (v6i ong Lodge) vé céc cuoc tiép xuc
v6i phia bén kia va bao nhiing cudc ti€p xuc ma 6ng ta phu
nhan véi Maneli thuc ra dang tiép dién. Dai s Y D’Orlandi,
c6 mat trong cudc hoi kién, da ghi lai trong nhat ky cua
ong ban bao cdo nhiing 16i cua 6ng Nhu, khong chi gidi
han trong nhung diéu chung chung nhu 6ng Lodge tuong
trinh vé Washington. D’Orlandi, chi khong phai Lodge, da
la nguoén goc tin tic vé 10i tuyén bo ctia 6ng Nhu, da trung
dan 6 trén, va rang “Toi bay gio la moi gici duoc Viét Cong
chdp nhan dé ho doi thogi”. Va D’Orlandi da tuong trinh vé
10i giai thich cua 6ng Nhu. Ong Nhu noi ring s di phia bén
kia da dua ra dé nghi hoa binh chidng nhung vi chinh sach
Ap Chién Luoc thanh cong, ma con vi ho bat man vé cdi ach
ma nguoi Tau dat lén mién Bac, va ho nhan ra rang tai lap
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giao thuong gitta Bac Nam sé c¢ 1oi cho ca doi bén. Theo
d’Orlandi, chu khong phai Lodge, 6ng Nhu da néi cong
san tham chi da khong doi trung lap héa mién Nam, vi ho
thoa man vé viéc khi chién tranh chdm dut su hién dién cua
nguoi My sé it con can thiét cho ché do Saigon.”

“Néu ong Nhu da khong dinh thao luan voi Maneli vé
nhung cudc tiép xuc cua o6ng ta voi Viét Cong, thi ong ta
lai cé nhiéu ly do dé nhan manh véi nguoi My vé su quan
trong ctia nhiing cuoc tiép xuc d6. Ong ta dang phai phan
dau cho su song con chinh tri cia minh va su ton tai cua
chinh quyén Ngo6 binh Diém..”

“Pai su Lalouette c6 thuyét phuc dai st My nén dé
6ng Diém tai chic va noi véi ong ta vé bao cdo cua 6ng
Goburdhun rang Pham Vin Pong san sang trao déi than
dd cta mién Bac dé lay gao cua mién Nam. “Toi thiic ddy
Lodge dimng lam ddo chinh”, nhiéu nam sau 6ng ta da nhac
lai cho soan gia nhu vay. Trong thoi gian d6 6ng ta da tin
tuong chac chan rang khong co gi 6ng ta cé thé ndi trong
thang 9 nam do sé co thé lam 6ng Lodge d6i y. Cudi cung
ong ta bé budc phai tin rang nguoi My nay da duoc phai
toi Viét Nam v6i ménh 1énh 1a phai som loai bo 6ng Diém
cho bang duoc.”

... Tai Washington, Roger Hilsman trong gidc thu ngay
16 thang 9 da dinh nghia cai ma 6ng ta tin la muc tiéu toi
thiéu ctia ong Nhu: “gidm thiéu ro rét sy co mdt ctia nguoi My
tai nhing vi tri co y nghia chinh tri 6 cdc tinh va trong chuong
trinh Ap Chién Lugc.” Con muc tiéu téi da cua ong ta la:
“thuong luong véi mién Bdc dé ngung chién, chdm dit hoan
toan sy hién dién ciia nguoi My, va mot mién Nam Viét Nam
trung lap, hay theo kiéu Tito, nhung van biét lgp.” Hilsman
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két luan. Va daylaly do 6ng ta dua ra nham bac bo “duong
167 hoa hodn “ - ngoai giao va thuyét phuc dé doi pho véi
mot chinh quyén Diém dugc cai té- dé dung chinh sidch
lam ap luc manh chong ché d6 Diém.

“Khi dai su Lalouette nhin lai cdi nam dinh ménh 1963
va toan tinh tdo bao ctia éng nham thuc hi¢n mot giai
phép chinh tri cho Viét Nam va no da that bai ra sao, 6ng
ta thay duong nhu “viéc 6ng Nhu yéu cau rut c¢6 van My
(muc tiéu t6i thiéu theo Hilsman) néu lén vao thang tula
ly do chinh khién nguoi My quyét dinh lat d6 6ng Diém.
Thém vao do¢ la duong 16i cang ngay cang than Phép cua
chinh phti Saigon.”

“Chinh séch 4p luc ma Hilsman dé nghi va héi dong an
ninh quoc gia chap thuan ngay 17 thang 9 da tré thanh can
ban cua phuc trinh McNamara-Taylor dem tu Saigon veé
vao dau thang 10.”

“Phai doan McNamara-Taylor da khong thé tim thay
su kién ro rét nao vé diéu 6ng Nhu toan tinh. Nhung hai
ong da nghe noi du dé viét trong phuc trinh nhu sau: Viéc
ong Nhu ve van y nghi thuong lugng (véi mién Bac) - cho
du no co6 nghiém chinh hay khong vao luc nay day- cho
thay 1a vé co ban no khong phu hop véi cac muc tiéu ctua
HoaKy.” (A Death In November. Trang 220-232)

3. Mot chuyén dugc tiét 10 1an dau méi day

Nguyét san Van Ngh¢é Tién Phong s6 623 (tu 1 dén 15-
1-2002) c6 cong boé mot tai liéu do tac gia Nguyén Van
Minh dang trén Viét Bao dién tu ngay mong 2 thang 5 nam
2001 nhu sau:

“Nam 1959, sau khi dac cu téng thong nhiém ky 2 - 3
ngay sau khi cé két qua bau ct - téng théng Diém goi si
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quan tuy vién dai uy Lé Chau Loc va si quan can ve¢, dai
uy Nguyén Bing di theo dén céc chua trong khu vuc noi
va ngoai thanh Saigon dé cam on khoéi Phat gido da ung
ho tong thong. Tai mot ngo6i chua no, khi tiép don téng
thong, thuong toa tru tri da trach téng thong rang: “téng
thong co chuyén vui ma khong cho anh em chung téi biét
dé chung toi cung duoc chung vui véi téng thong.

- C6 chuyén chi vui ma gidu cac Thay mo?

- Da thua téng thong, qua tang doan Tich Lan, chung
toi duoc biét téng thong da tang Puc Dat Lai Lat Ma mot
so tién 16n.

Nghe vay, tong thong ngodi lang thinh moét lic réi ndi:

- Vi la mot viéc té nhi, to6i khong muon cho ai biét
chu khong phai téi gidu cac Thay.Ttoi c6 nhan dugc giai
thuéng “Leadership Magsaysay 15,000 do la. To6i thi
khong co nhu cau chi. Gép luc nay, buc bat Lai Lat Ma,
tuong trung cho su tranh dau bat khuat dé bao vé niém
tin, bdo vé ton gido ctua dan toc Ngai, dang gap hoan nan,
phai song luu vong, can nhiéu su giup d6. Toi thdy minh
c6 bon phan phai gitp ngai nén t6i nho thu tuéng Nerhu
chuyén s6 tién nay cho ngai, nhung 6éng khudc tu. Co 1é
ong ngai mat long Trung Céng. Toi da phai tim duong
khac chuyén s6 tién cho Ngai. Cac thay da biét minh dang
phai chonglai mét chu thuyét vo than rat tan bao. Nén chi
cd niém tin téon gido mdi c6 du suc manh chong lai duoc
v6i chu nghia tai hai nay...”

boc mdy hang trén, toi cé tim xem “dai uy Lé Chau
Loc” nao do ma bai bao nhac téi la ai va ¢c6 con song
khong, vi téi coi 6ng la mét nhan ching quan trong. Toi
lién héi mot nguoi ban hang x6m khi con 6 Viét Nam
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cung tungla tuy vién cta tong thong Diém, thi dugc biét
daiuy Lé Chau Loc, trong thoi d¢ nhi Cong Hoa da tung
langhisitronglién danh “Bong Hu¢” doluat sunditiéng
mién Nam Nguyén Van Huyén thu ty. Ong ban nay da
cho toéi s6 dién thoai va to6i da dich than néi chuyén véi
ong Lé Chau Loc gan mot tiéng dong hé. Ong xdc nhan
chuyén do c6 that, va con noi, 6ng khong phai la nhan
chung duy nhat dau, vi chuyén nay ngoai vi thuong toa
chu tri ngoi chuia néi trén, con cé nhiéu thuong toa, dai
duc khdc, trong d6 cé moét vi ma ong Loc con nhé tén la
dai duc Thich Quang Lién. Sé di 6ng nhé tén vi dai duc
nay la vi vi dai duc da dugc téng thong Diém cho di du
hoc va khi vé nuéc da duoc gap tong thong trong dip nay
va téng thong c6 hoi 6ng: Thay vé khi mo?... Sau do dai
diec T.Q.Lién da nho dai uy Loc xin téng thong tiép kién.
Ong Loc cung noi viéc chuyén ngan thé nao cung qua
ong Huynh Vian Lang, luc 4y la téng giam doc vién hoi
doai. Nén chac 6ng Lang con nhé. Hon nita chinh buc
bat Lai Lat Ma cung con song.

Ong Loc con cho biét nhiéu chi tiét khac vé chuyén
nay ma chua sach bdo nao noi. Vi dy, 6ng noi téng thong
thuong thuc day rat som. Hom dy mai 4 gio rudi ong da
bao 6ng Loc chudn bi dé ra ngoai tham viéng mdy ngoi
chua khi troi chua sang. Lai khong muén co6 tién ho hau
ung gi ca. Nhung bén phan ctia 6ng Loc la gitran ninh cho
téng thong nén cung bao dai uy Bang di theo va bao cho
may gidi chuc dia phuong kin ddo bao v¢ tong thong. Khi
ong Loc bdo cho ngodi chtia ma téng thong muon tham dau
tién thi cac thay xin cho dugc co6 thi gio chuédn bi dé don
tiép. Nhung ho ctung chi ¢6 dugc nira gio sua soan.
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Nhan chuyén nay, 6ng Loc con cho nguoi viét dugc
nghe vé nhiéu viéc lam cua téng thong dé giip do Phat
gido. Theo téng thong viéc chdn hung tén gido, bat ci ton
gido nao, la mot bén phan ctia 6ng nhu mot nguyén thu
quéc gia. Ong khong muén va khong mong doi ai biét dé
nhd on ca. Vi thé ma khi bién c6 Phat gido xay ra, trong
khinhiéu ky giad ngoai qudc, vamot vai tri thic va “nha tu”
bia chuyén tong thong dan ap Phat gido, thi bén vi Phat tu
tri thuc rat dao duc chung quanh téng thong luc ay la céc
ong Quach Tong buc (d6nglyvan phong), Nguyén Thanh
Cung (téng thu ky), Vo Van Hai (chdnh van phong dac
biét) va Tran Su (bi thu) da xin yét kién riéng téng thong
(dinhién 6ng Loc cting c6 mat). Ong Qudch Tong Puc dai
dién va nhan danh bé tham muu bén ngguoi toan la Phat
ti nay dé xin phép téng thong duoc cong bo nhung viéc
lam vanhtng ngan khoan ma phu téng thong va chinh phu
da chi ra dé€ chan hung Phat Gido, v.v. Nhung téng thong
khong bang long. Ong coi viéc d6 nhu ké cong vé nhiing
viéc ma 6ng da lam chi vi bén phan déi véi dat nudc.

Mot tai liéu khac cua thuong vién My

Sau daylamot doan trich dich buc thu cua thuong nghi
si Thomas Dodd, gui thuong nghi si James O. Eastland,
chu tich, tiéu ban Noéi An cua thugng vién My ngay 17
thang 2 ndm 1964 lién quan dén ban phuc trinh cua phai
doan Lién Hiép Qudc toi Saigon dé diéu tra vé su té cdo
chinh quyén dé nhat Coéng Hoa dan ap Phat gido. Ban
phuc trinh nay da bi chinh quyén cua dang Dan Chu nam
d¢ ém nhem di, mai gan day mai dugc cong bo.

“Thua 6ng chi tich, Vao dau thdang 9 ndm ngodi, khi cudc
khiung hodng Phadt gido dat cao diém, 16 chinh phu chuyén
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dén dai hoi dong LHQ mot tuyén bo néi rang chinh phi Viét
Nam vi pham nhan quyén moét cdach tram trong. Ddp lai,
chinh quyén Ngo Dinh Diém mdi LHQ goi phdi doan dén diéu
tra va cam két hop tdc hoan toan. Ngay 11-10, moét phdi doan
duoc thanh lgp gom dai dién Afghanistan, Brasil, Costa Rica,
Dahomey, Morocco, Ceylon va Nepal.

(-..phiic trinh nay chi duoc pho bién rat han ché....)

Vé diém nay toi xin luu y dén cudc phong vin cia dai si
Fernando Volio Jimenez ctia Costa Rica véi hing thong tin
NCWC ngay 20-12 (1963). Chinh dai st la nguoi da dua ra
dénghi lap phdi doan diéu tra LHQ va la thanh vién ctia phdi
doan. To6i xin trich loi cua ong:

“Cdm tudng cua riéng toi la khong cé chinh sdch ky thi,
dp biic hay khung bo doi véi Phdt gido. Nhung 1oi khai vé viéc
nay thuong la “nghe noi”, va duoc trinh bay mot cdch mo ho,
chung chung. Moi khi c6 mot nhdn ching cd giang tim mot
bang chiing cu thé nao do dé trinh phdi doan thi do cing la
hanh vi lé té hay cd nhan. Cdn cit trén bang chung thi chinh
quyén khong co chi truong chong Phat gido vi ly do tom gido.”

Duoc dich than doc ban phiic trinh cia LHQ, 107 tuyén bo
trén lam toi xic dong, khién toi phdi goi dai st Volio dé thdo
ludn vé chi tiét. Pai sut Volio noi, can cit trén tuong thudt ma
ong doc trong bdo ong da san sang bé phiéu lén dn ché do diém,
nhung khi Diém moi LHQ phdi quan sdt vién sang VN, ong
thdy rang phdi nhan loi moi nay, trude khi LHQ c6 thdi do.

Dai su Volio néi rang sau hai tudn diéu tra rdo riét tai VN,
ong di dén két luan la nhing loi budc toi ché do Diém tai LHQ
1 vo can cit, khomg thé chdp nhén dugc. Ong nghi rang vo so
bang chiing khong cho thdy rang co su ky thivé ton gido hay vi
pham tu do ton gido.
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(...) Phdi doan noi vo rang ho da duoc phong van mot so
lanh dao va thanh nién Phdt gido ma nguoi ta bdo cdo la da
bi giét. Phdi doan khong tim thdy bang ching nao xdc nhdn
nhing bdo cdo da duoc cong bo rang cé nhing vi su da bi ném
tie tang lau xuong trong vu chiia Xd Loi bi dot kich.

Tom tdt theo y toi, mot lan nita, nhan ddn Hoa Ky da bi bdo
chi lira doi ndng vé tinh hinh d6i ngoai cé tinh cot ti.

Chung ta da duoc bdo cdo rang chinh phi Diém khing bo
ton gido mot cdch tan nhan, khién nhing su vo toi bi don vao
ché phdi tu tir dé phdn doi. Nhung nay ta thdy su thuc khong
hé c6 khing bo, hay chi cé thoi phong qud mikc, va cudc ndo
loan chii yéu mang tinh chdt chinh tri”

L4 thu con khd dai. Va ban phuc trinh ctia phai doan
LHQ thi hang tradm trang. Hy vong nhting tai liéu nay sé
dugc dich ra va phé bién mot ngay gan day.

4.Y kién cua mot s6 nhan vat Viét My lién quan dén
trach nhiém va vu dn cta Pang Sy, do nt ky gia Ellen
Hammer thuatlaitrongtdc phdm “A Death In November”.

“Tai phién toa nguoi ta da duoc biét nhing luu dan co sic
ép manh cia My, ma thiéu td Ddang Sy dung (duoc mo td trong
sdch hudn luyén vé vii khi ciia bo Luc Qudn My, muc “luu dan
va thudc phdo”) la nhiumg luu dan khong bao gio co sic giét
nguoi, vi khd ndng toi da cia lyu dan MK III la gay stc ép,
lam rdch mang tai va gay “soc”. “Ngudi ta cung lam dp luc
bdt Bang Sy khai trudc toa la tong gidm muc Ngo Dinh Thuc,
lic dy dang song luu vong, da dich than ra lénh cho ong ta bdn
vao ddm dong. Nhung ong ta da ti choi khong 161 vi gidm muc
lién can vao vu dn.”

“bdng Sy bi két dn kho sai chung than va phdi boi thuong
cho cdc gia dinh nan nhan. Ludt su ctia 6ong da nhdn manh
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dén sy kiénvo ong xudt than tie mot gia dinh Phdt Tirva chong
ba da hanh dong theo lénh trén. Khi vy xi xong roi, ludt su bi
can cho biét toa da khong xdc dinh duoc tinh chdt va nguon
goc cua nhung tiéng né chét nguoi. Mot thanh vién ciia toa
cung Iy lugn rang bang chung khong du dé tuyén mot bdn
dn nang nhu vay. Tudng Tran Thién Khiém, lic dy la tong
trudng quoc phong, sau nay da néi rang can phdi két dn bdang
Sy dé lam ngudi gidn thuong toa Thich Tri Quang. “Dd la cdi
gid ma Nguyén Khdnh cdm thdy phdi trd dé ldy long thuong
toa Tri Quang.”

“To Kinh Té Gia 6 Luan bon da goi ban an 1a moét su
“lang nhuc” (cong Iy)... mot phién toa gian 1an bi 6i. Ong
(bang Sy) da nhan lénh ctia nhing cap c6 tham quyén va
da than trong cho su dung luu dan gay stc ép 6 bén 1é ddm
dong do Tri Quang lua téi. Sau do 6ng da bi cdo buoc la
c6 trach nhiém vé nhting cai chét hay con chua giai thich
duoc tai sao ctia 8 ngudi biéu tinh trong nhung vu bom né
do plastic.”

“George A. Carver, khi da tro thanh vién chuc cao cap
trong té chuc CIA, vaonam 1965 daviét rang “tia liia cham
ngoi thudc nd 6 Hué ngay mong 8 thang 5 ndam 1963, da duoc
phdt domg dudi nhitng hoan cdnh ma chi tiét cua ching co lé
sé mai mai la nhing van dé tranh cdi...” Khi con hoat dong
v6ivo boc ciia moét siquan tré ¢ Saigon nam 1960, Carver
da hoc duogc thoi ché ghét ché d6 Ngo6 binh Diém va da bi
bo budc roi Viét Nam khi bi 16 vi tiép xtc véi nhing nguoi
dung dau cudc dao chinh trong nam do. Sau nay 6ng ta da
tré thanh phu td dac biét vé cac van dé Viét Nam ctia giam
déc Trung Uong Tinh Bdo.” (Trich dich tit A Death in
November, Ellen Hammer, E.P. Duton, 1987, trang 115.)
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3. Trich bai phat biéu cua soan gia trong buéi ra
mat sach ngay 10 thang 5 nam 1998:

“... Trong s6 hang chuc 14 thu va cudc dién dam trong
hai tuan qua, téi xin phép qui vi chi dugc néu 1én tiéng
néi cia mot ngudi ban 6 mién Pong. Onglamot trong s6
it nguoi Viét song 6 My da gan nua thé ky, chua tung bao
gio trd lai qué huong. Trong thoi gian tong thong Ngo
binh Diém cam quyén nhung thong tin ma éng nhan
duoc lién quan dén tinh hinh Viét Nam c6 1é& phan lén
la do nhung nguodn tin ctia My lic do rat bat loi cho 6ng
Diém. Phai ching vi vay ma khi t6i loan bdo sé tang 6ng
mot cudn sach vé téng thong Ngoé Dinh Diém, 6ng lién
hoi tai sao lai chon cai dé tai d6? Ai ma théem doc. Nhung
diéu khién toi ngac nhién sau do la chi hai ngay sau khi
nhan dugc cuoén sach “Ngo Dinh Diém Loi Khen, Tiéng
Ché” 6ng da goi dién thoai cho biét 6ng da doc dén trang
248, dung ch6 cé mdy hang khién 6ng phai 1én tiéng.
Ongbdo cuén sach viét ciing dugc, cé nhiéu dukién moi
doi voi ong. “Nhung anh Minh a, ong noi, anh da khong
thodt duoc cdi tdt ciia phan dong nha van, nha bdo Viét Nam
6 day la dd kich, mat sdt nhung nguoi khong dong quan diém
vdi minh. Cho du 6ng D6 Mau viét gi di chdang nita anh cing
khong nén bdao ong ta ddp ddu vao dd. Viét nhu thé'la thiéu
v0 tu, la ddt ndng cam tinh vao trong mot cong cudc suu tam
cong phu co tinh khoa hoc.”

To6i hoan toan bat ngo, vi van dinh ninh minh da lam
hét suc dé git su khach quan, vo tu, nén khong biét tra 1oi
ra sao. Chi nghi: Néu 6ng doc ky nhting hang tiép theo thi
sé théy toi c6 trung bang chung tai sao 6ng D6 Mau dap
dauvao da chu khong phai toi da kich vo téi va.
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Nhung hom nay, sau khi da c6 thoi gian dé suy nghi vé 16i
phé binh ctia 6ng ban 6 Virginia, trudc quy vi toi thanh thuc
nhan khuyét diém. Qua thuc téi da thiéu vo tu. Trong khi
viét doi tuong cua toi 1a nhing con nguoi sinh dong c6 “hy
no ai cu i 6 duc”, lalanh tu ciia mot nudc, 1a nhung tudng
lanh, la nhan dan Viét Nam da hang chuc nam dau khé trién
miénvi chién tranh, mét cudc chién tan khéc ma, theo y toi,
néu nguoi ta khong lat d6 va sat hai tong théng Ngo6 binh
Diém cd 1é tinh hinh sé khong dén néi bi d4t nhu thé, khong
dén nodi trén hai triéu nguoi chét, chua ké gan mot triéu
nguoi vira bo thay trong tu nguc, hay lam mai cho ca bién.
Cho nén qua thuc sau khi doc nhting 10i mat sat cia nhtng
vi nhu thiéu tuéng D6 Mau, trung tuéng Nguyén Chanh
Thi hay nha bao Neil Sheehan, nham vao téng théng Diém,
va tap thé cdc cap lanh dao quéc gia, thi dudng nhu c6 mot
luong no khi dang 1én trong t6i may chi muoén khach quan,
vO tu ctia toi khong kim ham néi. Téi da khong con git duge
cdivo tu ciiamot nha khoa hoc nhu éngban cua téi, la nguoi
dadobangtién sivatly cach dayba chuc nam vasuét doi say
mé doi tugng vat ly: nhing phéan tu, nguyén ti, trung hoa
tw, luong tu... v.v. véi khong gian vo tan va nhiing con sé véi
s6 mi khong 16, chukhong phai nhiing Khéng tir, Manh T,
Lao Tu, Trang Tu, Ton Tu... hay Phat T, v.v. véi nhiing tu
duyvi dai va tai duic sang ngoi la d6i tuong ciia nhitng nha xa
hoihochay sttgia. Quyvi daré nhing “cdi tu” cianha vatly
¢ trén lanhung doi tugng vo tinh, vo hon, vo cam. Vivay ma
nha vat ly hoc dé vo tu - va c6 thé hoan toan vo tu- hon moét
nha st hoc hay xa hoi hoc.” “Dau sao toi cting kham phuc
tinh than khoa hoc tuyét doi ctia 6ng ban 6 Virginia va cam
on su chan thanh thang than cua 6ng....”
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Vai nét veé tiéu su Minh Vo

Minh V6 la but hié¢u cua 6ng Vi buc Minh, sinh ndam 1931 tai
tinh Nam Dinh, Bac Viét.

Sau khi dau tu tai hai Sinh Ngt tai Ha-No6i nam 1953, 6ng bi
bit vao truong St Quan Trut BI Thu Duic, nhap hoc (tré gan moét
thang) khoéa 3 phu.

T6t nghiép vao nam sau 6ng dugc chon 6 lai lam hudn luyén
vién, trung doi trudng khéa sinh khoa 4 phu.
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Nam sau 6ng thing Trung uy, duoc ct lam truéng phong 5
ctia truong, vira déi tén la Lién Truong Vo Khoa Thu buc.

Nam 1956 6ng déi vé bo Téng Tham-Muu Quan Luc Viét
Nam Cong Hoa, lam tong thu ky toa soan bdo Tinh Than thuoc
Nha Tuyén uy Cong-gido.

Sau mot thang tu nghiép tai B Qudc Phong Phi Luat Tan,
ong vé nudc phuc vu tai Nha Chién Tranh Tam Ly Bd Quoc
Phong. Sau d6 dugc cu coi dai phat-thanh Tiéng Noi Quan Doi.

Nam 1960 duoc biét phai ngoai ngach phuc vu tai Nha Vo
Tuyén Truyén Thanh véi chuc vu truéng phong Binh Luan.

Sau gan mot nam tu nghi¢p tai dai Phat Thanh BBC, Luan
bon, Anh Quéc, 6ng vé nudc nam 1964, réoi nam 1966 1én coi sé
chuong trinh Nha V6 Tuyén Truyén Thanh. Trong thoi gian nay
ong kiém nhiém chuc si quan lién lac ctia Hiép Hoi Vo Tuyén
Truyén Thanh va Truyén Hinh A-chau va Théi Binh Duong,
nhiéu lan lanh-dao phai doan Viét Nam tham du cac hoi nghi
cua Hiép Hoi, trong d6 co hai lan lam gidm khao cham thi céc
giai thuéng Quéc Té vé Truyén Thanh, nhu gidi ABU nam 1966,
Giai NHK Nhat Ban nam 1970.

Tac pham bién khao dau tay cua 6ng (sau 3 tac pham phién
dich) nhan dé Sdch-lugc Xam Lang Ctia Cong Sdn, xuat ban nam
1963, duoc Nguyét San Tin Sach ctia Van But Viét Nam ddnh gia
lamot trong vai cu6én sach hay nhat trong vong 15 ndm, va duogc
dai VOA, Tiéng Noi Hoa Ky, trich doc trong nhiéu tuin 1é. Ro6i
sau do, dai nay dalap han mot chuong trinh méi, 10 phut, phét-
thanh hang tuan, dé moi 6ng lam chu bién phu trach trong 7
namlién tuc, tr1964 dén 1971, laluc 6ng duoc ctrlam pho giam
déc Nha Vo Tuyén Truyén Thanh, cungla luc 6ng thoi cong tac
voi dai VOA. Va chuong trinh do 6ng phu trach cting ngung
hoat dong. Ong da duoc Pai VOA trao tang huy chuong dic biét
(medallion) trong dip nay.
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Chuong trinh nay c6 tén 1a Vién Anh Viét Nam Dan-chii Cong
Hoa (Perspective of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam),
chuyén trinh bay vé cac mat sinh hoat cia mién Bic Viét Nam
dudi ché do Cong San. Phong Thong Tin My (USIS), sau déi la
(JUSPAO) cung cap phan 1on tai-liéu cho chuong trinh.

Sau khi mién Nam mat vao tay Cong San, tat ca cdc bai viét
ctia Minh Vo cho chuong trinh nay cung nhu nhiéu tai-liéu
phién dich, cac bai bao viét cho Pai Tu Do, nguyét San Chi bao
ctia Bo quéc Phong hay nhat bdo Chinh Luan déu mat hay bi
thiéu htty cung véi nhiéu hinh anh luu niém trong cac chuyén
du hanh, cong tac tai nudc ngoai.

bau nam 1975 6ng dugc Bo6 Quoc Phong cho giai ngu ké ti
1-7-1975. Nhung dugc nghi viéc dé di phép c6 luong trong 3
thang tur 1-4-1975.

Mac dau da cam gidy phép giai ngt va da roi nhiém s6 ¢ He
Théng Truyén Thanh tit dau thang tu, dng van phai di trinh
dién “hoc-tap caitao”, dungralavao tu Cong San. Ong bi giam
9nam 9 thang tai 8 trai tu tt Nam ra Bac.

bau nam 1985 6ng dugc ra khoi tu, mang theo nhiéu ching
bénh nan tri. Cudi nam 1991 6ng duogc sang dinh cu tai My theo
chuong trinh HO. Sau 4 nam chua tri va tinh dudng, 6ng bat
dau viét tro lai vao nam 1998.

Sau day la mdy tac phdm bién khao Minh Vo viét 6 Hoa Ky:

Ngé6 binh Diém Loi Khen Tiéng Ché, (380 trang, 16 MK),
Thong Va xuat ban nam 1998 (dain balan)

Phadan Tinh Phan Khdng Thuc Hay Hu (650 trang gia 28
MK), Thong Vit XB nam 1999 (dain 2 1an)

Ai Giét Ho Chi Minh? Tam Su Nuéc Non (350 trang gia 18
MK. ba hét tulau), Tu Sach Tiéng Qué Huong XB nam 2000.

Ho6 Chi Minh, nhan dinh tong hop (780 trang, gia 32 MK) Tu
Sach Tiéng Qué Huong xudt ban nam 2003 (in 2 1an)
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Hang chuc nhat bdo va tuan san, nguyét san ¢ My va ngoai
My da dang bai ciia Minh V6 trong 9 ndm qua.






