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Gioi thiéu

guyén Thi Chan Quynh (sinh 1931) 12 mot tac gia
”vé nha khdo ctru vé st hoc Viét Nam.

Ba sinh & Ha Noi dén nam 1952 thi sang Phap. Ba theo
hoc Dai hoc Paris IV (Paris-Sorbonne), diu bang tién si
Anh van. Ba tirng la gidng vién & Paris-Sorbonne va hop
tac véi ban Viét ngir dai BBC.

Nguyén Thi Chan-Quynh 1a dich gid mot sd thi vin
tiéng Viét in trong tuyén tap The War Wife (London: Al-
lison & Busby, 1970) va The Elek Book of Oriental Verse
(London: Paul Elek, 1973). Cudn Hoa thom cé la (Paris:
An Tiém, 1995) la mét dich phdm ctia ba. Ba déng gép
nhiéu trén cac bao tiéng Viét & hai ngoai nhw Thé'ky 21,
Hop lwu, Vin hoc, Vdn Lang, Trdm con, cht yéu viét vé
cac dé tai nghi van trong st hoc.

Ngoai raba con la soan gid mot sé sach bién khao vé st
Viét Nam nhw Ldi xwa xe ngwa..., Tap I (Paris: An Tiém,
1995); Ldi xwa xe ngwa..., Tap Il (Paris: An Tiém, 2002);
Khoa cw Viét-Nam, Tap Thwong (Paris: An Tiém, 2002);
Khoa cwr Viét-Nam, Tap Ha.



Tua

0i bwéc chan vao nganh bién khdo mét cach rat
Ttinh cd: khodang nam 1985 t6i kham pha ra mot
loat nh ctia Salles chup 18 Xuwéng danh trirong Ha Nam,
khoa Pinh Dau (1897). Trudc toi da biét canh trrong thi
qua Ngbé Tt T6 (Léu Chong) va Chu Thién (Bat Nghién)
gir thdy tAn mat tirng chi tiét nhd quang canh trudong
thi xwa khién t6i xtic dong, khac han khi doc sach, twa
nhw toi dwoc du lich ngwoc thoi gian, tré lai mot tram
nam vé trwede. Thé 1a t6i ndy y mudn di “san” nhirng anh
thi cr khac, thu thap lai thanh mét cuén sach in cho moi
nguoi cung thwdng thirc va cling 1a mét cach bao ton di
tich mét thoi da qua.
“San” anh tuy tén cong nhwng toi chi thwe sw gap kho
khan khi phai chu thich dnh, du la chu thich rat so
sai: Str sach ta chép vé Khoa ctr tuy nhiéu nhwng chép
thuwdong khong cin thin nén phai d6i chiéu ki méi tim
ra sw thuc. Chdng han, néi vé viéc canh phong trudmg
thi, Chu Thién viét hai chd khac nhau: “8 doi Thé sat” va
“8 vién doi Thé sat”. Toi da hdi rat nhiéu nguoi nhung



khong ai biét cAu nao ding, mai sau t6i m&i tim thiy loi
giai dap trong Pai Nam Thyc Luc Chinh Bién: “8 vién
doi Thé sat”.

Dbén khi xem anh cua Salles va déi chiéu véi Cao Xuin
Duc thi t6i lai phan van khong r6 ai méi thyce la Chu
khao trweorng Ha Nam khoa Pinh Ddu? Pong SiVinh hay
Cao Xuan Duc? Lai nh& c6 lan tbi khoe véi vai nguoi
ban Phap rang Viét-Nam c6 nir Trang nguyén tir 14u,
cau hoi tw nhién cta ho la: “Tlr nam nao?” Téi 4 & vi
qua that ba Nguyén Thi Du sinh ndm nao, d6 nim nao,
khong ai biét, danh chi n6i ham hd: “O’ thé ky thir 177,
roi danh trong lang, s¢ ngwoi ta hoi ky hon. Vé nha toi
1ay gidy but thir tinh xem c6 thé dodn dwoc nam sinh
cta ba Du. Bai tinh chép lai tuy don gidn nhwng t6i mat
may ngay mai tim ra vi di lam dwong lac dau: toi c
twéng hé dwa vao hai chtia Trinh 12 ¢6 thé tim ra ba 14y
chiia Mac nao, roi tir dé tinh ra ndm sinh cta ba, vi thé
ludn quin mai khong ra manh moi. Khong riéng gi véi
ba Du, méi Ian gap kho khin tdi thwong tén kha nhiéu
thi gi¢or d€ tim ciu giai dap, thé ma nhirng diéu xac dinh
duoec lai khéng thé dwa vao cuén Khoa ctr & Viét Nam
dé tranh cho nguwoi di sau khoi mat thi gio tim kiém
nhuw téi vi khuén khé cudn sach han hep khéng cho
phép di sdu vao chi tiét. (Va lai cuén Khoa ctr c6 1é con
1au m&i ra mat doc giad dwoc: tdc quyén anh rat dat va
tién in cling khong ré vi c6 cad miy tdim anh mau dau
tién trén thé gi¢i). Do d6 toi méi bat dau giri bai ding

bao, va dén nay thi thu thip nhirng bai da dang rai rac
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trén cac tap chi thanh cuén sach nay. Vi la cuén sach
tap hop nhirng bai viét cho cac bao khac nhau nén tuy
da stra chita van khong tranh khoéi mot vai chd nhic di
nhic lai cing mot y, va nhirng 16i lAm so xuit khac...
Riat mong doc gia thé tinh.

Chatenay-Malabry, thdng giéng 1994
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Chuong |
Khoa cu o Viét Nam
Coéng hay t6i?




a hoi ta xwa dai d€ chia ra lam hai loai nguoi:
X quan va dan. Quan la nguwoi gitp vua diéu khién
guong may chinh tri dé dem lai trat tw, an ninh cho dan.
Quan trwong do Nho phai xuat than, cach kén nguwoi ra
lam quan goi la Khoa ctt.

Tuy nhién, lam quan khong c phdi theo cr nghiép,
ngoai Khoa ctt ta con cé 1é Céng ct, hay Bao ct, tirc 1a
cac quan phai tién ¢t nhitng ngwoi c6 tai va cé dic ra
lam quan. Nhwng phwong phéap nay khong cung cap da
ngudi cho bo may hanh chanh vi nhirng ngwdi dirng ra
Bao ctr, néu 1& tién IAm nguoi do thi sé bi nghiém trirng,

do d6 thwong xuyén phai dung Khoa ctr d€ kén nhéan tai.

Khoa cur xuat hién tir bao gio?

Nguyén Hién Lé (Triét hoc Trung Quéc, Chién Qudc
Sdch), bao Duy Anh (Trung Quéc Str Cwong), Tran Van
Giap (Khai Tri Tdp San), Tran Quoc Vwong (Lich St Viét
Nam, I) déu chép Khoa ctr xuit hién & Trung qudc tir
nha Tuy, nha DPwong (cudi thé ky thir VI, diu thé ky thir
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VII), thoi nha Han chi ¢6 1é dan ¢ nguwoi hién tai, song
theo Chu Thién (Bt Nghién) va thr nhit Tran Trong
Kim (Nho Gido) thi Khoa ctr bit dau c6 tir Han Vil Dé:
“Han Vi D€ (140 tr. TL) ra bai sach cho nhirng nguoi da
trung tuyén, trong s6 d6 c6 Pong Trong Thu”. Ta c6 thé
hiéu la Khoa cr manh nha tir nha Tdy Han, nhwng dén
nha Tuy, nha Pwong maéi dwoc khai thac va té chirc ¢
quy mo.

Cung chiu anh hwéng cia Trung Hoa, song Viét Nam,
Cao Ly va Nhat Ban dit ra Khoa ctt tir 1au, Au chau phai
doi dén thé ky thir XIX méi dung thi ctr dé kén ngudi’.

Thoi Bac thudc (111 tr. TL-938) vdn hod ¢6 cla ta - va
c6 18 ca chir Viét ¢ - dan dan bi chinh sach déong hoa
cia Trung Hoa hdy diét2. Chit Han dwoc nang lén dia
vi chinh thirc. Tuy vay, ngwoi Nam mudn hoc cao va thi
c4p trén van phai sang tin Trung qudc. Nim 845, vua
nha Pwong lai han ché s6 si tir cua ta sang thi khoa Tién
si khong dwoc qua 8 ngudi, thi khoa Minh kinh (giang
giai kinh sach) khong dwoc qua 10 ngudis. Ngwoi hién
dat thoi 4y con hiém nhwng khong phai 1a khong cé,
chang han:

boi Han Minh Dé (58-75) cé6 Trwong Trong, nguoi
Giao chi, du hoc Luc dwong, r6i lam Thai tht Kim thanh.

Dboi Han Linh D& c6 Ly Tién, ngwdi Giao Chau, khoang
184-89 dwoc lam Thir st Giao chau (nhw Thu hién), S
Nhiép lac ay lam Thai tha.

boi Puwong c6 Khwong Than Dwc, ngwoi quan Cliru

chan, 1am Thi st chau Ai (Thanh Ho4). Hai ngwoi chau
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du hoc kinh d6 Trang An, ciing d6 Tién si: Khwong Cong
Phuc 1am dén Bac bd Thi lang, anh 1a Khwong Cong Phu
lam dén Gian nghi Pai phu dudi Pwong Dlic Ton va
DPuwdng Thuan Ton?.

Sang thoi tw tri, sau khi chinh dén viéc nwéc, nam
1075 vua Ly Nhan Ton mé khoa thi Tam truwdong (thi
Pai khoa gom ba ky) dau tién & nwdc ta, mbé phdong theo
Khoa ctr cia Trung qudc. Dan dan vé sau, cac triéu Tran,
HO, L&, Mac v.v... cai stra thém, dén doi Lé Thanh Tén,
thé ky XV, Khoa ct cwc thinh.

Tlr Lé trung hung tré di, Khoa ctr ngay cang xuéng déc,

thién vé hw van.

Nhing diém khac biét voi Trung quéc

Tuy rap theo khuén mau ctia Trung Hoa, song Khoa ct¥
& Viét nam ciing cé nhitng diém di biét:

1) Truwéc hét, ngoai Bic si, ta phai hoc thém Nam st
dé biét ro thém nhirng gi da xay ra & nwéc minh.

2) Tuy chir Han gitr dia vi chinh thirc ngay ca thoi tw
tri, nhung ta da dwa vao chit Han dat ra mét thir chir
riéng dé viét thém nhirng 4&m khong c6 trong chir Han,
goi la chit Nom (c6 1€ do chir “Nam” doc chéch di). Chir
Nom dwoc H6 Quy Ly la ngwoi dau tién dem ra dich
Kinh sach tir thé ky thir XIV, mai dén 1565, doi Mac Mau
Hop, m&i dung chir Nom lan dau trong mot khoa thi
Tién si (dé muc ky dé tir la mét bai phtt Ném), va phai
doi dén Quang Trung méi dung chir Nom trong khoa
thi Hwong du tién & Nghé An, Nguyén Thiép, tirc La
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Son Phu T, 1am Dé biéu (thoi 4y Chanh khao 13 quan
van, goi 1a Pé Piéu, sau nay chirc Dé Diéu tré vao mot
quan vo trong coi trat tu trong trueong thi).

Nho biét st dung ca chitr Han 14n chir Nom, ta dit ra
loai choi chir rat ddc ddo, ngudi Tau khong thé co duorc,
chang han trong cau:

Da trdng vé bi bach

“bi“=da, “bach “ = tring, 1a chit Han, nhung “ bi bach
“lai la chit Nom khi mo ta tiéng vo trén da thit. CAu nay
rat khé déi, mai gan day méi thiy 6ng Phan Ngoc dwa
mot vé doi chinh ciia mot ngwoi ban:

Rirng sdu mwa lam tham®

3) Trung qudc cho thi T tai riéng goi 1a Phu thi, nam
sau thi Cr nhan goi la Hrong thi, nhuwng & Viét Nam,
it nhAt cling duwéi triéu Nguyén, Clr nhan va Tu tai thi
chung, ngwoi dd goi 1a C¥ nhan, ngudi hong nhung
duoc x€p cao cho dd Tu tai, trung binh cir 13y d6 mot
Clr nhan thi 14y dé ba Tu tai. Ta tai dwoc mién dich vu
cing swu thué, nhwng khong dwoc phép thi Hpi6.

O Trung qudc danh tir “Sinh d&” chi nhitng nguoi tir
nha hoc, nha hiéu tai cic chiu, huyén ctr ra, Cédng ctr
hay Hwong cong khong do nha hoc, nha hiéu ra, ma do
trang tuyén, trong khi & Viét Nam, thi Hwong triung ba
trwong thi goi 1a Sinh dd (6ng Do), sau goi 1a Tu tai, dd
ca bén truong thi goi 1a Hwong cong (6ng Cong), sau
goi la Cr nhan.

4) Chu Xan, Thi lang b6 L& nha Thanh, sang st Viét

Nam ndm 1688, vé ghi trong St giao ky su: “Trwong
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thi nwéc 4y khong c6 nha 1am san, s tir phai ngoi trong
18u phuc xuéng dat ma viét”’. Mai t&i 1843, vua Thiéu
Tri méi cho xay trwong thi bing gach dau tién & Thira
Thién. Trwdc d6, mbi khoa thi nguoi ta xay truong so
sai nha tranh vach nira d€ sau khi thi pha bo 14y dat
trong trot, nhung bai la dit cong, khéng ai cham bon,
nén cay can cbi, dirng xa thiy ca khu trwong thi noi
bit I1én mét mau vang Ga gitta ddm ciy cdi xanh twoi
xung quanh.

5) Theo Lé Quy Dén, triéu dinh ta “d6i véi nhirng nguoi
thi d6 dai ngd rat hau, bé dung rat cao... so v&i viéc dat

Khoa muc & Trung quéc tir xwa dén nay chwa tirng c6”.

Cong hay t6i?

Trong non mét ngan nam ty tri, Nho hoc va Khoa ctr
da dao tao dwoc nhiéu bac khoa bang ngoai sw nghiép
van chwong déu c6 cong giup nuwéc, triéu nao cling co,
xin tam néu ra:

Doi Tran c6 Chu Vin An (?-1370) d6 Tién si, gitt chirc
tw nghiép (day & Quéc Tt Giam, tirc treorng Pai hoc cta
ta), day Thai tir va con cic Dai than, ding s& “that tram”
doi chém 7 ké gian than, vua khong nghe, 6ng treo mii
tlr quan. Sau dwoc tho trong Van Miéu, tic 1a noi tho
phung Khéng Tt, 6ng t6 dao Nho.

Doi HO ¢6 Nguyén Trai (1380-1442) d6 Thai Hoc Sinh
(nhw Tién si). Sau khi gitup Lé Loi danh dudi quan Minh,
ong viét bai “ Binh Ng6 Pai Cao “ dwoc coi la ban tuyén

ngdn doc lap tht hai cda nwéc tad va 1 tac giad nhiéu
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tho van Han N6m con lwu truyén.

Doi Nguyén c6 Nguyén Cong Trir (1778-1859) dd Giai
nguyén, thi Hwong (1819), 14p nhiéu céng 1én va dac
biét khai khin dit hoang mién duyén hai Nam Dinh va
Ninh Binh, l4p ra hai huyén Tién Hai, Kim Son, va hai
tong Hoanh Thu, Minh Nhit.

Nhe c6 mét to chirc gido duc va Khoa clr sém hoan bi,
nudc Viét Nam xwa dwoc coi la mot nwée van hién. Thé
ma chi méi bi bai bé ¢6 hon 70 ndm, ngay nay phin
déng ching ta khong may ai biét dén Khoa ci nira.
Hodc chiing ta mim cudi ché giéu, hodc ching ta l1én
an nghiém khac. Trong Viét Nam qudc st khdo Phan
Boi Chau viét: “Trung quéc bé Khoa ctr tir ndm Canh
Ty (1900)° Tridu Tién bé tir nim Giap Ngo (1894), d6
la mot viéc nho nhép duy chi nwéc ta con c6 ma thoi”
va “ngudi ta mira ra, minh lai nuét vao”. Vi sao cha 6ng
ta lai qua nang 1&i nhw vay? C6 phai vi cac vi quéa phan
uit trwdc tham bai clia nwéc nha trong tay quan vién
chinh Phap, ma gi¢i lanh dao cida ta ltc 4y do Khoa muc
xudt than, cho nén cha 6ng ta quy hét moi tdi cho Khoa
ctr da dao tao ra mot It htt Nho, m& miéng chi biét “chi,
ho, d3, gid”, va mot dam tham quan 6 lai, chuyén bat nat
dan den, nhwng truedc hong sung cua Tay phwong thi lai
b6 goi, chi dau, khién cho longngwoi chan nan, hét tin
twdng & giai cAp 1anh dao ma ho van phuc tiing xwa nay,
do d6 chung ta pht nhén luén ca nhirng khia canh tich
cuc cia Khoa c?

Panh rang Khoa ctr ngdy mot hu bai, khong thiét thuc,
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chudng hw vin, nhung c6 that1di & Khoa ctr hay & ngwoi
ap dung n6? Con dao nao dung mai cling cun, ta khong
biét mai lai cho né sic lai d6 16i cho dao x4u, di mua dao
khac thay thi su6t doi con phai thay.

Phan Huy Chu, trong Lich Triéu Hién Chwong, viét:
“Xem viéc thi cr hay hay dé thi biét nwéc thinh hay suy”.
Thai thinh ctia Khoa ctr 1a thoi ké sicoi n6 chila phwong
tién, tao diéu kién cho minh thi thd tai nang gidp doi,
dao dtrc van 1a chinh, van hoc chi 12 thit yéu (“vin” phai
dworc hiéu theo nghia rong, bao gdbm ca chinh tri, muwu
lwge quan sy, kinh té, triét hoc v.v...chtr khéng phai chi
hoc lam tho xu6ng). Muc dich day “van” 1a dé dao tao
ra hang nguoi cé kién thirc, c6 muwu tri, c6 tai &ng doi
man tiép, biét cach cw xtr khon khéo trén chinh trudng
ngoai giao. P4 danh ngay nay tin twéng van tho co thé
dudi dugc giac la chuyén buon cwoi, song ta khong nén
quén rang chinh tri, ngoai giao th&i xwa rat khac, van
hoc khong phai 1a chuyén phu phiém. Ngay nay ching
ta thuwdong ban khoan tw héi sao té tién ta lai ho d6 kén
chon ngudi ra gdnh vac viéc nwédc bang van tho? Poc lai
nhitng sw kién lich s con dwoc lwu truyén thi thay du
trong thoity tri, ta van bi Trung qudc dan ap, nay danh,
mai doa, tuy ta yéu hay manh. Ho lai thuwong do xét xem
ta c6 nhan tai hay khong bang cach dwa ra nhirng cu
d6 hiém hdc, nhirng bai tho 04i odm bat giang va hoa
lai, néu ta hiéu va déi dap troi chay, c6 khi phach, ho két
ludn nén lui binh, cho hoa. Thi du th¢i nha Mac, quan

Minh kéo sang dinh thon tinh nwéc ta. Twédng Mao Ba
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On déng quan & ctra nam Quan, lam bai tho “Cai béo”
dwa sang, ngu y khinh ngwdi Nam nhw cai beo, phai mot
tran gi6 1a tan. Sw Gidp Hai, d6 Trang nguyén, dwoc ctl
ra lam tho hoa lai, ham y ta khong so¢ vi khong thiéu
nhén tai (dwdi 16p béo) “nao ci, nao rong trong dy an”,
ta sdn sang rng chién. B4 On doc xong, rit quan vé10,

Thu sinh khong thé 1am twéng thi 1am s&. Trang Blung
Phung Khic Hoan (1528-1613) di st cling nho van tai
lam vua quan Tau kinh phuc, khéng nhirng khién ho lui
binh, ma nwéc ta tir d6 thoat khoi phai cong hién nwéc
giéng Trong Thuy dé rira ngoc trai, va ngudi bang vang
dac™.

Gan ta hon, ndm 1789, vua Quang Trung (1752-92),
trwdc khi dai thdng quan Thanh da tuyén bé: “Chi trong
vong muwoi ngay nita thé nao ta cling quét sach quan
Thanh, nhwng nwéc Thanh 1én hon ta gdp mwoi lan,
bi thua t4t 14y lam then, chic phai tim cich rira hon.
Néu ctr binh Itva lién mién that khong phai hanh phuc
cho dan, 1ong ta sao nd? Vi vay, sau khi thang tran phai
khéo “dung ngon but thay gidp binh” (14y l&i 1€ khéo 1éo
dé giang hoa, day lui quan dich). Viéc 4y phi Ngb Thoi
Nhiam (1746-1803) khong ai lam néi. Poi mwoi nam
sau, ta du thi gior gdy nudi, nwdc gidu, ddn manh thi ta
c6 s¢ gl n6?”12, Quang Trung thanh cong mét phan nho
tai biét dung nguwdi. Qua nhién sau nay khi cim dau phai
bo ta sang Trung quéc, Ngd Thoi Nhdm chirng to Quang
Trung khong [am ngwoi. Lic tién vao civa St quan, thiy

hang chir dé “An Nam di st cong quan” (Céng quan cta

LOI XUA XE NGUA 17



St b xit man di An Nam) Ng6 Thoi Nham khong chiu
vao, noi: “Ta khong phai dai dién cho mdt x¥ man di,
nén khong vao St quan 4y”. Quan nha Thanh chita rang
dé6i voi Trung qudc thi tat ca déu 1a man di, moi r¢ hét,
Ngd Thoi Nham cwoi rang: “Ngwu tAm nguu, ma tim
ma (trau tim trau nhap bon, ngwa tim ngwa nhap bon).
Phai chdng Pai quéc la moi rg khac?” Nha Thanh danh
phai stra lai cai bién thanh “Nam quoc S& quan Cong
quan”, ltic d6 Ngd Thoi Nhdm méi chiu dan doan ngoai
giao clia ta buéc vao'3.

Nhing 16i lam

e

Phai doan Phan Thanh Gian trinh Gy nhiém thu dé diéu dinh voi
Phap trén tau Duperré. Ngay 28/7/1862 hoi 15 gio.

Mot bén la Phan Thanh gian, Thuong thu bé Binh, gan 70 tudi,
va Thugng thu bo Hinh trén 80 tudi, ca hai rau déu bac trang.
Mot bén la Thuy su d6 déc Charner va Dai ta Palanca.

Uy nhiém thu boc gidy kim nhu, dat trong maot cai hop son son
thép vang, lot lua do.
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Bat c* mot ché d6 nao du hay dén dau ciing phai ¢
ngay suy. Mot trong nhitng 16i 1am lén cta Khoa ctr 1a
qua trong dii nhitng nguoi thi dd, vo hinh trung tao ra
hang ngwoi hoc chi vu 14y d6, con dao nghia trong kinh
sach thi khéng may quan tAm dén. Lé Quy Pén da tom
thau cai hoc ctia ho trong cau “thi thién, pha bach, van
sach, nam muwoi” nghia la chi cadn hoc thudc long 1000
bai tho, 100 bai pht va 50 bai van sach la @t vén dé€ dwa
theo d6 1am vin bai va thi do!

Vi qué phuc vin hoa Trung Hoa, vi khiém tén tin rang
chi bac thanh mé&i xirng dang viét sich day hoc va nhirng
gi dang viét déu da co trong kinh sach, cho nén ngoai
trir Nam st va vai cudn sach v long nhw “Nhat Thién
Tu” (sach 1000 chtt), “Tam Thién Ty” (sach 3000 chit)
V.v... Ong cha ta it dam viét sich day hoc. Phan dong khi
hoc lai chi vAn dung tri nhé dé hoc thudc long, thiéu 6c¢
suy ludn, khong tim hiéu nghia thim thuy bén trong ma
chi 4p dung céi vo6 bén ngoai. Chang han cho rang da
lam con thi phai thwc hién tit cd moi y muén cia cha
me ma&i la ¢é hiéu. Sy thuwe, “Dtrc Thanh Khéng” c6 day
nhu thé khong? C6 Hoc Tinh Hoa chép rang Tang Sam,
mot trong nhirng hoc tro gioi ciia Khong T, mot hém
bira c6 1& tay lam dit mAt mat it ré dwa, cha gian cam
gdy danh. Tang Sdm dau qua guc xuéng mot lic méi hoi
lai. V& nha thwa véi cha rang: “Lic ndy con c6 toi dé dén
ndi cha phai danh, 1am dau tay cha, thwc 12 con 16i dao”.
Néi xong lui xudng, vira gy dan vira hat, c6 y dé cha

biét ring minh khong con dau. Khéng T biét chuyén
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cdm ctra khong cho Tang SAm vao. SAm tw nghi minh
vO toi, nho ban dén héi vi c& gl ma thay gidn. Khong T
néi: “Ngay trwédc, 6ng Thudn phung sw cha la C6 TAu,
lac cha sai khién gi thi & luén bén canh, lic cha gidn
gitr thi lanh xa, ltc cha danh bang roi vot thi cam chiu,
danh bang gy goc thi chay trén. Thé cho nén éng C6
T4u khong mang tiéng bat tir. Nay SAm liéu minh chiu
don dén ndi ngit di dé chiéu con gian cla cha, néu 1&
cha danh chét thi c¢6 phai khién cho cha mic toi khong?
T6i bat hiéu con gi to hon nira?”

Ban dén chir “trung” nhiéu ngwoi tin rang dao lam
t6i phai hét sirc phuc tung vua, vua trai thi can hoic
treo mii tir quan, vua giét thi cam chiu chi khéng dwoc
chong déi. Cao B4 Quat chdng lai triéu dinh lap tic
mang tiéng “giac” (gidc chau chiu). Khéng T tuy nodi
rang vua thay troi tri vi dan, dan phai phuc tiing, nhung
cling ndi vua cé bén phan cuia vua, tirc 1a phai cham lo
hanh phtic cho dan. Méi khi vua & trai dao thi Troi ra
tai (lut 16i, déi kém) hodac sinh ra nhitng chuyén bat
thuwong (nhit thue, nguyét thue, viv...) d€ thirc tinh. Luc
dy vua phai an chay, sam hdi, stra d6i dwong 16i chinh
tri, phong thich ti nhan, phat chin cho nguwoi nghéo
dé chudc 16i. Thuyét nay tuy hoang dudng nhung co6
cong dung la kiém ché dwoc phan nao cac “ddng quan
vwong” con chut it lwong tAm. (Gi& st ra, ta thiy nhan
nhan nhirng vu nhuw sau: “Nam 1345, thang tw, thang
nam dai han. Ra 1énh an xa cho tu nhan”). Manh T& con

di xa hon Khéng T v&i cu: “Dan vi quy, xa tic thi chi,

20 NGUYEN THI CHAN QUYNH



quan vi khinh”.

Nho hoc chu trwrong 1ap dic 1a chinh, hoc dao dé thanh
nguoi quan tk. Lic dau chit “quin t&” tré vao dam
quy tdc cAm quyén chinh, sau Khong T cho rang chi
nhitng ngudi c6 dirc hanh méi xirng dang cdm quyén,
nén nguwoi quan tir cling tré vao nhirng nguoi cé dirc
hanh. Nha Nho sé& di trong sy thanh bach ciing vi tin
rang cai ngheo luyén cho ta bt kiéu cing, bot xa xi, bt
lwdi biéng, tém lai 1a gdy nhan cach cho con ngwoi. Mot
ong quan nghéo chic chan 1a moét 6ng quan thanh liém,
khoéng tham nhiing cho nén mé&ingheo. (Paul Doumer
chép trong Hoi Ky rang Phan Thanh Gian lam quan to
ma ltc chét van chi c6 mot tip nha tranh don so). Tuy
nhién, trong thwec té, hang nay cang ngay cang hiém, ma
hang vo vét cia dan lam gidu thi cang ngay cang nhiéu,
béi dao hanh da kém ma tuc 1é khao vong cua ta lai
n3ng né, khién nguoi thi 6 mang cong mac no, da thé
nép song nha quan thwong xa hoa trong khi lwong bong
it14 cho nén “ting thi phai tinh”. Ca dao ta cé nhirng cau
chua chat:

B¢ Binh, B6 HY, B4 Hinh

Ba B¢ dong tinh cuwép gao con toi!

hay:

Con o1, nh¢é Idy cdu nay:

Cuép dém la gidc, cwdp ngay la quan!

du noi Ién tinh trang dam quan lai khi dao suy.

Nho gido coi viéc tu than la can, git sao cho tinh tinh

lic nao ciing diém dam, 6n hoa, cho nén nha Nho kh-
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inh nhirng nguwoi ciy strc khoe 1an at ké khac. Nha Nho
chi “d4u khiu” chir khong thém “d4u chan tay”, ché cac
v0 quan 12 hang “vai u, bap thit, md hoi dau”, “c6 khée
ma chang c6 khon”, hodc “vin thoi t phdm da sang, vo
thoi nhat phdm con mang gwom hau”... LAu dan thanh
théi quen “trong van, khinh v&”. Viéc dung binh trong
nudc coi la bat thwong, thoi binh cho quén linh & nha
ciy rudng, htru sy méi triéu ra, cho nén quan si thiéu
luyén tap.

Vi tin rdng con ngudi quy & chd tinh than thanh thoi,
khong bi cai “hinh dich” (deo dudi cong danh, phu quy
dé phuc vu cho hinh xac) né lam cho quay cuéng, nén
ta coi ré pht cwong ma ciu an lac, khong chu trong dén
khoa hoc thurc tién, khdng lo mé& mang kinh t& cho nwéc
gidu manh ma chi lo nhe thué cho dan an vui la da. Tt
wa hoa binh thanh nhan, ta bién din thanh tinh ciu an,
roi nhan nhuc, va sau cung di dén chd hén yéu. Khi va
cham véi sung 6ng tdi tAn cta Ty, tham bai 1 céi chic.
Tuy cac quan ta khéng thiéu nguoi c6 khi tiét, nhung vi
qud khinh nganh v, lai thiéu vii khi, thiéu kinh nghiém
chién diu nén tdé rahoan toan bit luc trwdc sirc manh
clia quan Phép. Cai m¢& kinh nghiém tri nwéc bang dirc,
d6i ngoai bang van tai cla tién nhan dé lai khong con
thich hop nita nén Hoang Diéu (1828-82), Nguyén Tri
Phuong (1796-1867) v.v... chi danh dem céi chét dé to
long minh.

Chinh sdnh “bé quan tda cang” cang khién ta thu hep

tAm mat, chi biét c6 van minh Trung Hoa, ngoai ra
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khong coi ai ra gi, tw kiéu, tw man cho minh la van minh,
khong thém hoc hdi thém. Nguyén Tudng To viét: “mdi
khi ché Tay nho yéu, thi moi nguwdi han hoan, vui vé, con
ndi sw that thi lap tirc bi thod ma, nghi la an héi 16 cta
Tay, vi thé ai cling can rang ngdm miéng, khong dam ndi
sw that”15. Phai doan Phan Thanh Gian di sit Phap vé ké
lai nhitng chuyén mat thiy tai nghe xit ngwoi thi bi coi
1a néi chuyén hoang dwong: “lam gi c6 thi nwéc chay
tlr duwdi lén trén (nwdc phun trong cdng vién), va dén gi
lai chtic ddu xuéng ma van chay dwoc)?”

Chir Quéc ngtr do cac gido si Tay phwong dit ra, lai do
mot 1&p thong phan thiéu dirc dd st dung luc dau, cho
nén mot sé ngudi cho hoc chit Qudc ngir 1a “vong ban”,
tha bo thi ctt khi Qudc ngilt tré nén bat budc, chir khong
thém hoc loai chi* “con nong noc”. Hanh dong nay tuy
do long nhiét thanh ai quéc ma ra song la mdt hanh
dong qua khich béi chir Han cling dau phai chit cta ta?

Cai cach

Ngay nay ta ché Khoa ctr “dung tho phu dé kén nhéan
tai” c¢6 hoi oan cho Khoa ctr . Thuc ra thi Hrong cling
nhuw thi Hoi bao gi cling c6 mot ky thi vin sach (c6 chd
chép la van sach) gobm hai phén:

C6 van héi vé chinh sy va st Trung quéc.

Kim van hoi vé chinh sw hién tai cia nwéc nha.

Thi du: Nam 1868, dau bai Kim van thi Hoi la: “Quéan
xam lang (Phap) hién nay cang ngay cang gay han, déon

luy dung 1én khip noi, vy nén danh hay nén hoa?”16

LOI XUA XE NGUA 23



Ngo Thi Si trong bai tw treéng mirng Lé Quy Pon dod
Bang nhan cling viét: “Thi van sach, chuyén dwoc mat
xwra nay, diéu hay diéu dé& cta chinh sw, chd cao thip
cua nhan tai, sy khoan nghiém cta phép lénh, diéu nao
ong ciing lan lwot trinh by ré ragng, ranh mach, tuyét
vori, t ra hiéu sau kinh, rong stt, bac c6 thong kim”17.

C6 nguoi trach Phan Thanh Gian nhwdong ba tinh An
Giang, Ha Tién, Vinh Long cho Phap ndm 1867, du chét
cling khong di chudc toi. Nhwng dirng trudre hod luc toi
tan cta Phap, mwu lwoc hay dén ddu ma khong c6 vii
khi t6t di kém ciling khé ma thang huéng chi lai 1a muu
lworc chi thich hop cho mét dwong 161 hanh quén ¢6 xwa
va mot nén tAm ly khac hdn. Thir dem nhirng ngwoi tot
nghiép treomg Khoa hoc Chinh tri ciia Phap chiang han,
bado ho cAm quan xult trdn xem ho c6 lung ting hay
khong? Néu ho ciling giéi nhw nhirng nguoi tét nghiép
trweong vo bi Saint Cyr thi ching ho4 ra hoc Saint Cyr
12 thira w? Phan Thanh Gian tuin tiét t6 ra khong tham
sinh, uy t&, nhwong ba tinh cho Phap tat nhién khong
phai vi tw loi ma mudn trdnh cho din khoi chét thém
trong mot cudc chién tuyét vong.

Gido duc cua ta khong phai chi day toan ngam tho,
vinh nguyét, nhwng déi véi thoi nay qua cé thiéu phan
thwc dung, cin phai canh cai. Song khdng phai mii sau
khi dung cham véi Tay phwong 6ng cha ta méi tinh ngo.
Ngay ttr cudi thé ky XIV, H6 Quy Ly da sang su6t mu6n
ly khai 4nh huéng Trung qudc bang cach nang cao dia

vi chit Nom Ién. Nam 1393, Quy Ly soan sach Minh Dgo
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bang chir Nom ban vé cic nhan vat va kinh dién dao
Nho, ché cic danh Nho doi Pwong, doi Téng chi biét
chdp nhit vian chuong, hoc rong ma vién vong. Sach
danglén Thwong Hoang Nghé Tong khen, nhung bi phe
bao thu chi trich trong d6 c6 vai hoc quan & Quéc T
Gidam. Nam 1395, Quy Ly dich thién Vé Ddt trong Kinh
Thw ra day vua; 1396 lam sach Thi Nghia bang Nom
(giang nghia Kinh Thi) cho nit quan day cac hau phi va
cung nhan'8, Nhirng c8 ging cai cach ctia Quy Ly khong
thu lwvgm dwgc may két qua vi nha H6 mat sém, sach v
viét ra lai bi quan Minh d6t sach.

Gan ta hon c6 Lé Quy Don cling mudn cai té Khoa ctr va
van hoc. Song ngay 16p si phu thoi d6 cling chwa miy ai
thdy rd tAm quan trong cia cac dé nghi cai cach. Nguwoc
lai, loi dung danh nghia cai cach, tw do, mot Thi sinh
dua bon viét ngay vao quyén thi:

May sinh gdp thoi binh,

Than xin Idy ba vo9.

bau thé ky XIX, Cao Ba Quat (1808-54/55) khi di st
Tan Gia Ba c6 dip m& rong tAim mat, di choang nguoi
tredc “TAu thuy Hong mao”, Iam ngay mot bai thi ca
tung, roi tw phé phan: “Dang phan nan cho ta bay lau chi
lo dong ctra got diia cau van, 1ai nhai tirng cau tirng chir
c6 khac nao con sau do mudn mudn do ca Troi DAt?720,

Chinh vua Minh Ménh ciling nhin xét: “Van cr nghiép
chi cAu né nhirng cai hu sdo... hoc nhw thé trach nao ma

nhan tai ching mdi ngdy mot kém di?”
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Phan Thanh Gian (1796-1867), Chanh Su.

1863, sang Phap dé xin chudc ba tinh Bién Hoa, Gia Dinh va
Binh Tudng.

Ong sinh & Vinh Long, nam 1825 d6 Cu-nhan, 1826 dé Tién-si.
Buoc cu lam Pho-su sang Tau nam 1832, lam quan dén chuc
Hiép-bién Pai hoc si, sung Vinh long Kinh lugc su ( 1866), tung
nhat phdm. Nam 1867, sau khi mét nét ba tinh Vinh-Long, An-
Giang va Ha-Tién, ong dé lai mét buc thu tran tinh réi xép dé
triéu phuc, cac dao sac gui tra vé Kinh, tuyét thuc 17 ngay khéng
chét, sau phai uéng thuéc doc. Triéu dinh luan t6i, cach chuc
duc tén oéng trén bia Tién-si, mai nam 1886, vua BDéng Khanh
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mai cho 6ng phuc chuec.
Ong dé lai chung 10 bo sach Han van va mét it van quéc am.

Pham Phu Thur (1820-1881), Pho Su (44 tudi)

Ong nguoi Quang-Nam, dé Tién-si nam 1843, nam 1863 gitr chuic
Tham tri b6 Lai, tung nhi pham. Nam 1866 lam Ho b6 Thuong-thu,
nam 1876 Téng déc Hai Duong. Ong néi tiéng vi co ¢ duy tan.

Mot s6 ngudi cho rang Khoa cir bi bai bé 1a do ngudi
Phap cwdng ép, thuc ra gidi tri thirc cda ta ltc 4y nhao
nhao doi cai t6 gido duc va Khoa ctr: Nguyén Twdong To
(1830-71), Pham Phu Thi (1820-81), Phan Boi Chau
(1867-1940), Tran Quy Cap (1870-1908), v.v. déu xin
cai stra, dic biét c6 Tran Bich San (1840-78) dd t&i Tam
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Nguy Khac Dan (1815-?, Boi sur (48 tudi)

Ong sinh 6 Nghé-An d6 Cu-nhan nam 1841, Tham-hoa nam
1856. 1863 gitr chuc Thi lang bé Hinh, tung tam pham.
Nguyén ciing xin bai Khoa ctr. Phan Chu Trinh xuit than
Nho hoc, d6 Tién si, ma 1én an Han hoc rat ning loi:
“Bat phé Han tu, bit tdc di cku Nam quéc!” (khéng bo
chit Han thi khéng cru dwgc nwdc Nam). Phwong Son
stra lai: “Bat chidn Han hoc, bit tic di ctru Nam qudc”
(khéng chin hwng Han hoc thi khong cru dwoc nuéc
Nam). “Khoa ctt hi bai, chiing t6i dong y vé diéu ay, con
Han hoc da dao tao ra biét bao anh hung, liét si thi sao
ta lai phé& bé di?”21.
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Vua Minh Ménh.

Huynh Thuc Khang (1876-1948) tuy két toi Khoa ct,
nhung cong nhain phan 16n 16i & ngudi hoc dao khong
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dén noi: “Minh nhin 16i hoc Khoa ctr cung 16i hoc Téng
Nho 1am 16i hoc Khéng, Manh, chinh 12 ché hu, chd hé
clia ngwdi TAu ma minh bit chwéc”. RS rang Huynh
Thic Khang chi phé binh 16i hoc “tdm chwong, trich
ct” chtr khéng ndi trum 14p ca 16i kén ngwoi bang thi
clt, va chinh 6ng da ca tung cai hoc cung Khoa c doi
Tran, nhin nhin n6 gin chanh dao. Lai cling chinh 6ng
nghiém khic 1én 4n thai dd clia mot s6 ngwoi theo Tan
hoc: “ Chang qua ngay trwdc n6éi Khdng, Manh thi ngay
nay thay vao Hi lap, La ma, Manh dc tw cou (Montes-
quieu), Lw thoa (Rousseau), déi cai “chi, ho, da, gia”
buéc sang “a, b, ¢, d”. Phan Chu Trinh con gay gat hon:
“Ngay trwdc hoc chitr Han thi lam ha Nho, ngay nay
hoc Tay thi lam ha Au”22.Thé 1a thé nao? Khoa clr da
bi bai bo, chwong trinh cai cach da dwoc ap dung, tai
sao hai vi con chwa vira long? - Ay 12 vi ca hai déu nhén
ra cai cai 6c hoc dé 1am quan cua ta van con, va cai 6c¢
4y khong han 1a “ddc quyén” cua Han hoc va Khoa ct.
Nguwoi ta thich lam quan dé dworc giau sang, trong vong,.
Xwa kia cac ba, cac cd c6 phai chi tham “cai but, cai ng-
hién” sudng dau? Tham la tham mét buéc 1én quan khi
“anh D06” thi d6 ddy chir. Béi thé khi Khoa cir tan, cac
c6 bén “xép but nghién” lai, khong phai d€ “1én dwong
tranh d4u”ma 12 dé tuyén bs “Phi Cao ding bat thanh
phu phu!”

Ta ché Khoa ct, thuc ra la ché céi hoc thiéu thuwc dung,
chir con cach dung thi ctr d€ kén nhéan tai thi ngay nay

trén khap thé gi¢i van phai dung dén. Khoa ctr twong
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d6i cong bang va binh dang, it ra cling hon ché dd “con
vua thi lai 1am vua”. Trong Hoi ky, Paul Doumer nhac
dén trwomg hop mot ngwoi con néng dan dwoc 1dy do
trong khi mot ngwdi khac con quan lai bi danh truot
mac dau vin tai hai nguoi suyt soat nhau, dé chirng to
cac quan treong khong tw vi. Song Khoa c chi twong
ddi cong bang, con nha “xwéng ca vo loai” chang han,
khong dwoc di thi. Pao Duy Tir thi Hoi dd, chi vi cha
la ngwoi cAm dau ddi niv nhac trong cung vua Lé ma
bi danh hong, ai ddm bdao 1a céng bang? Phu nit cling
khong dwoc phép bén mang dén trwong thi, thdm chi
dw mot bu6i binh van & nha Gidm (Qudc T Giam) cling
bi dudi ra23 thi binh déng & chd nao?

Phong trao duy tin ngay mét lan rong, nhit la tir khi ta
thay Nhat tré nén hiing cuwdng nhor Au ho, thiang dwoc
quan doi Nga va Trung Hoa vao cu6i thé ky XIX va dau
thé ky XX.

*

* %

Ngay nay ching ta b han Han hoc, theo T4y hoc, song
mdt s6 khong it da nhan thiy doi song Au, My tuy day
dd tién nghi, nhwng con nguwdi quay cuéng, pho phac
vi cdng dn viéc 1am, lic nao cling vdi va, sip dit thi gior
tirng gidy, tirng phut, dén ndi khong biét gi dén sinh tha
nira. Poi séng voi va, cang thang 4y chwa han da thich
hop véi tAm hon cda ta. Mat khac, cai hoc Pong phuwong
qué chudng thanh nhan, coi ré doi séng vat chit nén

ngwoi dan phai vit va, lam than, thiéu du thi cling
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khong tao dwgc sw an lac cho ho. Cho nén cudi cung tat
phai di dén mot giai phap dung hoa.

Song du gidu hay nghéo, du sang hay heén, phan déng
dan ta déu trong tinh cam va dao dirc, khién ngwoi ngoai
quoc phai kinh trong. Py l1a do anh hwdng mot phan
khong nho ctia Nho gido da thAm dén cot tuy cua ta, ké
ca nhitng nguwoi khong truc tiép hoc dao. Nho hoc da tao
ra mot tirng 16p si phu c6 khi tiét, dic do, rat cé uy tin
trong dan gian. Ngay nay phai Tan hoc tuy khéng biét
dao Nho nhung van dwoc thira huéng cai uy tin ciia tirng
16p tri thirc trede d€ lai. Ma Nho hoc banh truéng dwoc
mot phan la nho Khoa ctr (Khoa ctr kén ngudi héi vé dao
Nho vi dao Nho day cach tri qudc, an dan, lai tén quan
quyén nén dwoc vua chiia dung lam quéc gido) cho nén
Khoa ctr khéng han chi ¢6 toi ddi véi qudc dan ta.

Chdtenay-Malabry, thdng 8, 1989.
(Lang Vin, sé 70, thdng 6, 1990)

Chu thich
(1) - Connaissance du Viét-Nam, tr. 84
(2) - Van hoa Béng son duoc coi la van hoa ¢6 cla ta, cuc thinh vao
cudi thoi cac vua Hung.
Chr Viét ¢6 néu coé cung khéng con chung tich.
(8) - An-nam chi lugc, tr. 251
(4) - An-nam chi lugc, tr. 232-4
Theo Bao Duy Anh (D&t nudc Viét-Nam qua cac doi, tr. 69) hién con
dén tho Khuong Cong Phu tai qué huong la lang Cam Chudng,
huyén Yén Dinh (Thanh Hoa).
(5) - Poan Két s6 411
(6) - Ta thuong dich Tu tai thoi xua cung la “bachelier”, co Ié chi
“sous-admissible” thich hop hon vi Tu tai xua la nhing nguoi thi
Huong khong dé, nhung co chan trén bang du khuyét.
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(7) - Kién van tiéu luc, tr. 113

(8) - Bai tho “Nam quéc son ha, Nam dé cu” cuia Ly Thuong Kiét
duoc coi la ban thir nhat.

(9) - Trung quéc bo Khoa clir nam 1905 chu khéng phai nam 1900.
(10) & (11) - “Noi vé truyén cac cu ta di st Tau”, Nam Phong s6 92
Co Ié Nguyén Hu Tién da lam Trang nguyén Giap Hai doi Mac voi
su Giac Hai doi Ly Nhan Tong (Thién Uyén Tap Anh)?

Bai tho “Cai béo” co thé cung chi la moét giai thoai bia dat.

Cuong Muc X1V, 28-32 lai chép Mac bang Dung, khéng day lui duoc
Mao Ba On, xin hang.

Lich triéu hién chuong chép Giap Hai dé Binh nguyén khoa 1538.
Cong du tiép ky - tap |, tr. 100 noi Giap Hai dé Trang nguyén khoa
1553, nhung co6 con, khong phai su; cung khéng noi dén bai tho “
Cai beo “.

-tap Il tr. 118, cho biét Mao Ba On rat quan sau khi xem bai biéu xin
hang cua Mac bang Dung do Trang nguyén Ngé Mién Thiéu hay
Trang nguyén Tran Tat Van viét.

(12) - Ng6 gia van phai, tr. 29

Hoang Lé nhét théng chi, tr. 306

(13) - Nghin xua van hién, tr. 306

Phu bién tap luc, tr. 19-20, lai chép la Lé Quy Bon chur khong phai
Ngo Thi Nham.

4) - Nguyén Truong T0, tr. 74

Nguyén Truong To, tr. 304

Giai thoai lang Nho toan tap, tr. 534

Ngo Thi Si, tr. 212

Bién nién lich str C6 Trung dai, tr. 230-3

(19) - Lé Quy Pon, tr. 221 va 185

Cau nay con duoc chep trong Céng du tap ky tap lll, tr. 86, viét
khoang 1755 tuc la tu trudc khi Lé Quy Bén lam chu khao (1772).
Vi trung tuy but thi néi Tran Tién chép cau nay trong bai thi ung ché

(
(15) -
(16) -
17) -
(18) -

20) - Tho Cao Ba Quat, tr. 22
) - Dong kinh nghia thuc, tr. 81
22) - Khéng hoc dang, tr. 774-86
) - VU trung tuy but, tr. 96-8
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Chuong |l
Phéep thi nghiém
mat

Ty

e s
v




4c nhan rang phép thi doi xwa nghiém mat khong

khoi khién cho mét s6 ngwoi hoai nghi. Néu da
“nghiém” sao lai c6 nhitng vu ban van trong truong thi
nhw ki€u Van Hac, P6c Cung trong Léu Chéng cia Ngo
T4t T6? Quan trweong ma nghiém minh sao con x4y ra
nhitng vu an chin déng gidi si phu nhw vu Lé Quy Kiét
dé6i quyén thi véi Pinh Thi Trung?

Sw that, gian l1an thoi nao ciling cb, song Khoa cr ba
ndm mé&i t6 chirc mot Ian, ti 18 s6 ngudi dd moi khoa
lai rdt it, ngwdi dd6 danh vong cao, quyén uy nhiéu
cho nén ngwoi hoc tro di thi rat dé bi cdm dé, mién
sao chéng dwoc thi d6 d€ ra lam quan. Song vi mot
s6 nguwoi gian 14n ma ché Khoa ctr t6 chirc thiéu ng-
hiém mat e khong ding. Qua that cha 6ng ta da nghi
hét cach dé phong ngilra, thiét twédng doi nay chuwa
chdc da bang: khong nhitng Thi sinh bi khdm xét, canh
phong cdn mat, ma ca dén quan trwdng ciing bi gidm
thi git gao. Luat 1& cii da 4n dinh tirng chi tiét mot.
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I - Thi sinh va nhung diéu kién du thi Huong thoi

nha Nguyén

a) Thi Hach

Khong phai nguoi hoc tro nao ciing c6 quyén thi
Hwong. Muén thi Hwong phai qua mét ky thi Hach, c6
dd méi duoc dw thi. Thi Hach dwoc t6 chirc méi ndm
mot 1an, nhitng ngwoi dd goi 1a Khod sinh, ngwoi dé
hang nhit goi la Pau xu.

Ai da d6 Tu tai trong mot khoa thi Hwong truéc thi
dwoc mién Hach.

b) Nop quyén

May thang trwéc ky thi Hwong, Thi sinh phai nop
quyén cho quan Pdc hoc tinh nha, coi nhw thé la ghi
tén di thi.

Khoa ctr thoi nha Nguyén lic dau t8 chitrc con lao
thao. Mai sau m&i c6 dinh 1é ké tir khoa 1829 hoc tro
tng thi phai khai dua tén ho, ly lich 6ng cha ba doi trén
mat quyén. Loi khai phai dwoc ly tredng chirng nhan.
Nhitng ngudi c6 6ng cha ba doi lam nghé xwdng ca, hay
can an troém cap, hodc lam gidc (1am quan véi nha Tay
Son hay ca v&i nha Lé cling bi coi la lam giac) déu khong
dwoc di thi, cho nén nhiéu ngudi mudn di thi danh phai
khai man. Thoi nha Lé c6 khi lyu trwdng con phai ra tan
treong thi d€ nhan dién Thi sinh, tranh nhitng vu nho
ngudi di thi hd. Khoa cudi trieu Nguyén, Thi sinh phai
dan anh1.

Khoa 1831, tai trwong Thira Thién, Lé Plrc Quang,

Pham Huy 6ng cha lam quan nha Nguy&n ma bién lam la
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1am quan véi nha Lé déu bi xo4 tén trén bang Ctr nhan2.

Nhiéu nguoi & xa dén ky thi khong kip vé nguyén quan
dé thi cling phai khai gian nén nam 1832 lai c6 dao du
cam khéng dwoc ddi tén ho qué quan dé di thi, ké pham
toi ddu d6 dén Tién si ciing bi truat3,

Nam 1841, trwong Gia Pinh, Pham Duy Han mao nhan
quan & Binh Thuén, bi x0a tén trong s6 Ctr nhan, dudi
vé qué quan & Nam Dinh, sudt doi khong dwoc di thi
nita®.

Lé ndm 1831 dinh rang quyén thi khong dwoc c6 vét
tich (e lam dau hiéu thong déng véi khdo quan). Ho tén,
qué quan phai dwoc duyét xét cho twong tan, dich xac
roi quan Trin (Tong ddc) méi dong 4n trién vao, sau do
Hoc quan (P6c hoc) méi chuyén quyén thi vao treong.
Ca hai quan Tran va Pdc hoc cing Ky tén vao ban danh
sach nhirng ngwoi rng thi trwdc khi givi vao kinh. Triéu
dinh theo d6 ma 4n dinh s6 khdo quan nhiéu hay it.

c) Ngay thi: kham xét

T niva dém hom trwdc cdc quan mac do dai triéu 1én
ghé tréo trudc cong cac vi d€ chirng kién 1€ diém danh
va coi bon linh Thé sat kham xét khéng cho Thi sinh
mang sach hoidc bai vé 1am sin vao trwong.

Ngay tir khoa thi Hwong dau tién ctia nha Nguyén
(1807) da c6 léanh cAm Thi sinh khéng dwoc mang
sach vao truweong, khong dwoc doi khoi léu khac hoi chir.
Muwoc nguwoi lam bai, hay tw minh lam bai thay déu bi
toi do®.

Trudc nam 1826 nguwoi di thi pham tdi nay chi bi dong
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gong, danh trwong roi dudi ra, thi Hoi cling chi bi dudi
ra théi’. Tir 1831 méi dinh 1& ai pham tdi bi gdng mot
thang, man han danh 100 trwong réi tha. Nhitng nguwoi
d6 Ctr nhan, T tai, Giam sinh déu bi x04 tén trong s,
tré thanh bach dinh, lai vinh vién khong dwoc lam &
cac nha mén. Néu chi 1& mang gidy c6 chir vao treong,
khong phai van bai lam san hay kinh sach thi bi danh 40
roi roi cho vao thi8.

Khoa 1897, Phan B6i Chau cling bi can an “ Hoai hiép
van tu, chung than bat dic &ng thi “ (mang gidy c6 chir
vao truong, suot doi bi cdm khéng dwore di thi) sau phai
vao Hué xin pha 4n nén nam 1900 cu Phan méi d6 Tha
khoa trueong Nghé. Ly do vu nay khdang dwoc rd rét vi
mdi ngudi néi mdt cach® con chinh cu Phan chi nhin
nhén c6 bi can 4n nhwng khong cho biét vi sao.

d) Trwong quy

Trwong quy dwoc dat ra véi hai muc dich:

- tranh gian lan;

- t0 long ton kinh d6i v&i vua va quan trueong.

Pham t6i nhe thi chi bi danh héng, tdi nang tén phai
néu ra bang con, tirc 1a mot cai bang x4u xi bang phén
tre, trét voi trang, dai do 3 thuwdc, ngang do ba gang,
trén ghi tén nhitng nguwdi can téi nang nhw pham huy;,
b4t tic v.v...10,

Nhiéu nguwoi c6 tai chi vi pham trweong quy khong bao
gior dem dworc tai ra wng dung véi doi that la dang tiéc.
Vay trwong quy dich thwce 1a nhitng luat 1é gi? Xin chi

néu ra day nhirng luat 1&¢ thwong dwoc nhic téi:
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e) Pham huy. Truéc ngay thi c6 bang yét & clra cac vi
nhitng chit huy ma ai cling phai tranh, ké ca khao quan.
“Tuyét but” la cAm ngit khong dwgc dung, lic doc phai
tranh 4m, luc viét phai stra d6i hay dung nhirng chir can
am, can nghia thay thé. Nhitng chit huy lai chia lam hai
loai: trong va khinh.

* Trong huy 12 tén cac vua nha Nguyén nhu:

Mién, Hong, Pdm, Thi, Ung v.v...

Néu:

- gap chit “Nham” thay bang chit “Dung” (can nghia)

- gap chir “Thi” thay bang chit “Thin” (cin am).

Ngd Thi Nham c6 thé bién thanh Ng6 Thin Dung!! v.v...

* Khinh huy 1a khi viét bai gip tén me, tén ba cta vua
thi phai bét di mot nét (tinh hoach) hodc thém mot
nét, hodc bo trong mot bén. Néu pham toi thi Hwong bi
danh 80 trwong, thi Hoi bi danh 90 trwgng, thi Pinh bi
danh 100 trwong. Ngwdi ndo khong ¢ pham trat chi bi
hdéng tudt, ngwoi da 1am quan bi giang bon cap, doi di
noi khacl2,

Khoa 1847, Pang Huy Trwéc db trung cach, chi vi bai
van sach cé ciu “gia miéu chi hai” (lam hai lua t6t) ma

AN

bi héng tuot Ctr nhan. Nguyén do “Gia Miéu” la tén lang,
qué cta vua nha Nguyén (huyén Téng Son, Thanh Héa),
ho Pang pham toi thiéu kinh can’3.

Vi pham huy lam héng oan nhiéu ngwdi nén ngay tir
thoi Hau Lé, Lé Quy Pon da chu trwong bd 1€ nay va
dwoc chda Trinh wng chuin. Khoa thi Hoi 1772, Lé Quy
DPon 1am khdo sat da chon dau bai thi ma khéng kiéng
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tén vua Lé, chia Trinh:

Ky 3: Di quan dirc nhat tdn (1ay dirc vua ngay mot mai).

Ky 4: D6 giang dw lwong (cdu nhé cho nguwoi di bo, cau
to cho xe di)14.

Tiéc rang chu trwong cai cach cta Lé Quy Pon khong
duwoc nha Nguyén noi theo.

* Khiém trang la bén chit “vua” khéng dwgc viét thém
nhirng chit “hén”, “sat”, “hung” dé€ c6 thé hiéu lam vua u
mé, hung dit, hay bi giét v.v...15.

* Khiém ty 1a khong dworc viét tén cic cung vua, cung
hoang hau, v.v... Trong Léu Chéng, Déc Cung bi néu tén
1én bang con vi da viét “tam bach nién x4 tac chi truong,
ninh phi lai w thir tai” (x4 tic nha Pwong 1au dai dén 300
nam ha ching nho diéu do6 hay sao?). Tuy chit “trudong”
& cudi cau dau, “ninh” & d4u cAu sau nhirng van bi coi la
pham t6i vi dlirng sat canh nhau va “Trudong Ninh” 1a tén
mot cung trong noi.

* Khiém dai. D€ t6 1ong cung kinh, viét bai gap chir “Troi”
phai dai 1én cao ba tang, tirc 1a trén hang viét ba chit, d6 1a
dai 1én cao tot bac. Gap chit tré vao ban than vua phai dai
1én cao hai ting, gap chir tro vao dirc tinh hay cong viéc
ctia vua phai dai 1én cao mot hang!7. Thi du:

“Thién dia giao miéu”, chitr “Thién” phai dai 1én tot bac
(hang du cach).

“Hoang than”, “long nhan”, phai dai 1én cao trén hang
viét hai chir (dé nhi cach).

* Khiém cung. Trong bai lam, khi xwng v&i vua hay

quan phai viét nho lai va 1éch sang mét bén. Vi du:
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“P6i than van”, xwng v&i vua, chir “than” phai viét nho
di mot nira va léch sang bén hiru.

“Dai si van”, xwng véi quan trueong, cling viét chiv “si”
nhé va léch di.

Trong chiéc anh cta Salles chup canh 1& xwéng danh
khoa Pinh Diu (1897) ta thiy phia trai, 6ng Phé Chu
Khao ngdi bén cai bién “Phung chi”. Chit “phung” duoc
viét léch sang bén phai vi tré vao quan Phé Chia Khao,
con chir “chi” dwoc viét to ngay ngan chinh gitra vi trd
vao vua.

* Cdm ti 6. Quyén thi phai gilr sach sé khong dwoc c6
vét muc hay hoen 6, néu khong sé bi danh hong. Cong
dung cua cai 6ng quyén ma cac Thi sinh tran trong deo
trudc ngue 1a d€ che ché cho quyén vin khdi bi mo hoi
hay nwé'c mwa lam hoen 6.

* “Bdt tic’, “bdt cdp” 1a viét khong du quyén, khong
thanh bai. “Dué bach” 1a chi viét dwoc vai dong. Toi
nay nang vi chirng té Thi sinh khong du strc di thi ma
khao quan duyét hanh khong ki hodc c6 tinh ning da.
Truwdng hop nay ca khao quan 1an thay hoc cting bi phat.

Khoa 1856, Nguyén Hiru Kiéu, 4m sinh & Qudc T
Giam, trude thi Heong viét khong dd quyén, quan & bo
Lai cho la quan Giam sat hach khéng tinh, xin theo 1€
Ddc hoc cac tinh, mbi tén hoc sinh c6 vét xau, phat bong
9 thang lwong. Vua y8.

Nam 1835, vua héi Phan Huy Thyc: “Nghe néi doi Hau
Lé, dau bai thi Dinh rat nhiéu, c6 ngudi lam khong xué,

nhung wét quyén 1a tai sao?” Pap: “Phép thi thoi cyu
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Lé c6t 14y nhé nhiéu, lam khong du bai e nho dén danh
tién si nén nhing wét quyén thi” (d€ chi mic tdi ti 6).

* Thiép tich. Chung quanh hai diu “Giap phung” va
“Nhéit trung” khong dwoc “do, di, ciu, cai” (tiy, xod, moc,
stra) qua muwoi chit. Cling khéong dwgc xoa mu tit, sé
pham toi “d6 bat thanh ty”. Muén xo4 phai dé ba chim
vao mit chir cho quan trudng nhan ré nguyén hinh19,

“Giap phung” 1a con diu déng gitra trang 2 va 3, truwdc
khi phat quyén cho hoc tro, dé tranh chuyén mang bai
1am s&n vao danh trio. Khilam bai dén ché c6 dau “giap
phung” phai viét de 1én trén.

“Nhat trung” 1a con d4u 14y & trudng thi, sau khi da bat
dau viét dwoc d6 hai dong rudi thi 1én nha Thap dao
xin ddu chirng thwc bai viét trong truedrng. Chung quanh
ddu phai dé trong, khong dworc viét.

* Cdnh quyén. Néu 1& viét [Am nhiéu qua hoic quyén
bi ti 6, dwoc phép thay quyén méi, nhwng phai 1én nha
Théip dao xin lai hai diu “gidp phluing” va “nhit trung”.

* Ngoai ham. Khoang 5, 6 gio chiéu thi danh trong
thu quyén. Theo Ng6 Tat T8, phép danh trong cling
phai theo 1é luit: bay 17 dong tién Gia Long 1én mat
ban, nhat 1én tirng d6ng xong thi ddnh mét tiéng trong.
Lai bay tién xuéng, nhung méi 1an sau bét di mot dong.
Panh du ba héi chin tiéng thi khoa hom dwng quyén.
Nhitng quyén nép sau khi hom da khoa goi la “ngoai
ham”, khong dwoc chdm nhung van dwoc doc ki xem c6
pham trwong quy hay khong. “Ngoai ham” 1a t6i nang,
cling bi néu tén lén bang con.
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Khi viét xong bai, phai dém nhirng chit x04, méoc v.v...
va ghi vao cu6i quyén véi may chir “cong quyén noi” roi

méi dem ndp quyén & nha Thap dao20.

Il - Khao quan

Khao quan c6 hai hang: Giam khao va Giam sat.

Khoa thi Hrong dAu tién ctia nha Nguyén dugc to chirc
vao nam 1807, 4n dinh cach chon khdo quan nhw sau:

A. Ban Giam khao, c6 phin sy chdm thi, chia lam hai
trudng:

Noi truwong gom co:

- tlr 6 dén 14 6ng So khao, hang bat t&i luc phim;

- tlr 4 dén 6 O6ng Phic khao, hang luc téi t& pham;

- 2 6ng Giam khdo, hang t hay tam pham;

Ngoai trudéng gom:

- 1 bé diéu (Chu khao) hang nhi pham;

- 1 Giam thi (Phé Cha khao) hang t& t&i nhi phim;

- 2 Phan khdo, hang ngii pham.

B. Ban Giam sat c6 nhiém vu giam thi ca quan treong
14n Thi sinh, thdy diéu gi trai phai dan hic, néu khong
thi chinh minh sé bi trirng phat. Ban nay chia lam hai:

Bén trong trwong thi c6:

- 2 Giam sat hang Ngu stt, Chwdng an (mdt coi noi
trwong, mot coi ngoai truong)

- 8 vién doi Thé sat, chirc xuat doi

- 4 vién Mat sat.

Bén ngoai truwdong c6 600 bién binh va voi ngwa tuan
hanh.
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C. Ngoai ra con hai quan DPé tuyén N§i va Ngoai
trwo'ng phu trach viéc roc phach, khap phach, ké khai
danh sach nhitng ngwoi thi, nguoi dd, yét bang v.v...

- va khoang 40 Lai phong (thw ky) gitip viéc ghi chép,
yét bang.

1/ Chon lwa Khao quan

PO vai tudn trwdc ky thi, trieu dinh dwa theo ban
danh siach Thi sinh ma dinh s6 Khdo quan. Tir Phan
khao tré 1én chon cic quan Kinh (lam viéc tai triéu)
toan nhitng ngudi dd dat. Riéng hai 6ng Dé tuyén lai
chon nguwoi it chir € khong thé stra bai ho, vi hai 6ng
nay la nhitng ngwoi doc nhit biét tén ngwoi viét bai
thi, khi khap phéch.

Ban Gidm khdo dwoc triéu dinh c ra roi dé 1én cho
vua chuén. Sau d6 cac 6ng Chanh, Phé Chu khao, lam
1& bai mang roi ra bo Lé linh c& “Kham sai” (Cht khao)
va bién “Phung Chi” (Ph6 Chu khao). Lién diy hai quan
Gidm sat theo chan hai 6ng Chanh, Phé Chd khao vé
nha, c6 Thi vé canh cong khéng cho tiép xuc véi ai nira
dé phong ngtra nhirng chuyén hoi 16.

Ngay tir nam 1448, Lé Khic Phuc, lam Dé diéu & Qudc
T& Gidm mudn ngan nglra nhirng chuyén tw tui, da xin
bat cac khdo quan phai uéng mau in thé. Lé khao quan
phai thé bit dau tir day21.

Cac ong So khao, Phuc khao kén nguwoi dia phwong,
nhwng ngwoi & tinh nay phai déi di chdm thi & tinh
khac. Néu c6 con em di thi cung tinh thi phai lam gidy

“hoi ti”, tirc 1 xin cdo khéng di chAm truwong, néu khong
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sé bi nghiém trirng.

Cac Lai phong, Thé sat do quan dia phwong ct, cling
chon nhitng ngudi khong d6 dat nhwng thanh liém.

2/ Lé tién trwdrng cta cac Khao quan

PO mét tudn trwdc ngay thi, cic quan & Kinh ra dén
noi, 14p tirc dén ra mit quan Téng d6c dia phwong, roi
1am 1€ bai vong & Hanh cung va 1é tién trudmg (cac quan
& ngay Kinh thi 1am 1€ bai mang).

Ngay tién trwdng, co quat cdm sudt tir cong thanh ra
dén trwong thi. Pam rwéce di ddu cd co quat, chiéng

in

trong, roi dén co “Kham sai”, bién “Phung chi” theo sau
la vong long cac quan Chanh, Phé Chu khao, roi theo
thi tw phdm trat, dén cac 6ng So khao thi di bd, che mot
long, sau dén cac Lai phong xép hang déi, c6 8 vién doi
Thé sat va mot toan linh nai nit gwom gido di doan hau.
Dbén truong, cac quan hang tinh tré vé, cac khao quan
tién vao trweong. Cong tredng khoa lai, c6 linh canh gac
ngay dém trong suét thoi gian chdm thi dai do 5 tuan.

Lé ndm 1807 cdm cac quan trwong khéng dwoc mang
gidy to c6 chir va muc den vao treong (so stra bai hd
hoc tro). Noi, ngoai trwong néu khong cé viéc khong
dwoc gap nhau. Cin dung thirc gi phai trinh Gidm sat
Ngu s ngoai triwong, ngwoi doc nhat cé quyén giao
dich v&i quan Téng d6c bén ngoai nh¢ chu bién.

Nam 1876, Phuic khao Pang Huy Hoan vi mang hop murc
den vao trirong ma bi phat 100 triegng va bi cach chirc vé
qué. Giam sat, Gidm khao tau hach déu dwoc thwéng?2,

Trén nguyén tic, cic quan trwong ciing khong dwoc
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mang theo diy t&, moi phuc dich da cé linh cang dang.
Song ta van nghe nhitng giai thoai ké chuyén quan
treong dem 4 dao cdi nam trang lam nguwdi hiu vao
trwong thi cho d& budn nhirng khi khéng chdm bai nhw
treong hop Nguyén Cong Trit, Cht khao trwong Ha Noi
khoa 184023,

3/ Trwong thi

bai dé truong thi chia lam hai phén, phan ngoai danh
cho Thi sinh, phan trong cho quan trwong.

Phan ngoai lai chia ra lam 4 hay 8 vi, “vi” 1a noi danh
cho si tir cdm léu. Chinh gitta chd gip nhau cta hai con
dwong hinh chiv thap, chia phin ngoai ra 1am 4, c6 xay
mot ngdi nha goi 12 nha Thap dao. P4y 1a chd quan
trweong hop dé ra dau bai va 1a chd Thi sinh dén xin ddu
Nhét trung va ndp quyén.

Phan trong ciing chia ra lam hai, trong cung la noi
trwong danh cho cac ong So khdo, Phic khao va Giam
khao lam viéc. Ngoai triwong ti€p gidp véi khu Thi sinh
12 chd & va lam viéc cta cac 6ng Chanh, Ph6 Chu khao
va Phan khao.

Gitta ndi va ngoai trwong lai c6 mot khu nho xay kin
mit chi chtra c6 mot 16i di ra ngoai trwong. Day la khu
danh cho cic 6ng Dé tuyén, nhitng khdo quan khac
khong dwgc bén mang dén noi nay.

Moi khi c6 chuyén bt ddng y kién, cAc quan ndi tredng
thado luan tai Giam vién xay chinh gilta noi truwong; cac
quan ngoai trueong thao ludn tai Thi vién, chinh gitra

ngoai tredng.
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Cac Lai phong, Thé sat cling déu bi giam 16ng nhw cac
quan truong trong suét thoi Ky 5 tuén.

Trwdng Nam Dinh c6 téi 7 choi canh. Trwdc mdi cong
ngan cach cac khu noi, ngoai va khu bé tuyén déu cé
linh canh. Hom thi, ngoai trwdng cé bién binh cudi voi
ngua di tudn ram rap sudt ngay.

4/ Quyén thi

Quyén thi dong diu 4n trién cia quan Téng doc roi
dwoc giri vao trweong. Cac 6ng Pé tuyén déng diu tén
Thi trwong vao trang diu va dau Giap phung vao gitra
trang 2 va 3, sau d6 tron déu, chia lam 4 hay 8 phan cho
4 hay 8 vi. Lai phong ghi tén Thi sinh mdi vi vao s6 roi
lam bang yét danh & ctra vi.

Nguoi cing mot nha khong dwoc x€p cung mot vi.

Quyén dworc giao cho ngoai tredrng d€ phat cho hoc tro
hém thi.

Trwéc hom thi mot ngay, treo bang yét danh va treong
quy tlr sdng sém & moi ctra vi.

Khodng nlra dém, cac khdo quan ban triéu phuc 1én
ghé& tréo trwdc cdng vi chirng kién 1& diém danh va coi
linh kham xét hoc tro trwdc khi phat quyén cho vao
trudng. Cac 6ng Gidm sat cling 1én choi canh.

Hoc tro viét bai dwoc chirng hon hai dong phai dén
nha Thap dao xin ddu Nhét trung (vi lic 4y vao khoang
gitra trwa). Bai lam xong ciing ndp & nha Thap dao, c6
linh déng dau vao cudi quyén chirng nhan truéc mat
cac 6ng Dé tuyén, réi bo vao hom dung quyén. Nhirng

quyén ndp sau khi khod hom goi 1a “ngoai ham”.
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5/ Cham thi

Quyén dwoc giao cho Dé tuyén roc phach réi dwa vao
ndi treong. Gidm khao phai khdm xét dau niém phong
truwérec khi m@ hom phan phat cho cac 6ng So khao
chdm trudc tién bang son ta (mAu gach), xong dén
cac dng Phuc khao chdm lai bang muc xanh, cudi ciing
dén Giam khao duyét lai Ian nita bang mau hong don.
Nhirng ngwoi chidm thi phai dé ré tén ho, chire twérc, s6
diém roi ky tén lén mat quyén.

Noi trwong chdm xong chuyén qua Pé tuyén dwa ra
ngoai treong. Cac 6ng Chanh, Phé Chu khao cham lai
nhirng bai duoc noi treong 18y do. Phan khao doc nhirng
quyén bi ddnh hong xem ai dang vét thi trinh 1én Chu
khéo. Ngoai trudng chAm bang son tAu miu dé twoi.

Chtr dep c6 thé dwoc tang diém, chir x4u c6 thé bi danh
hong nhu treong hop Nguyén Vin Siéu (1796-1872)
qué lang Kim L{i, huyén Tho xwong, Ha No6i, thi Hwong
khoa 1825 dang dé dau, bi xép xudng thi hai, thi Hai
kho4 1838 db Tién si bi xp xudng Phé bang chi vi chir
“nhu ga béi”, xAu dén ndi vua Ty Dirc da phai tréu:
Thdn ddu ma chi xdu nhw ma,

Lem lo cho nguwdi ngé chdng ra.

Néu phdi hoa bua trir quy tdc,

Khén thiéng thi hdy hé hoang gia.24

Khi chdm xong, xép dat cao thip réi maéi giri cho bé
tuyén khap phdach, 1ap danh sach nhirng nguwoi tring
cl, dem yét.

Sau moi ky thi, Chii khdo va Giam sat mdi ngwdi phai

LOI XUA XE NGUA 51



lam mot ban phic trinh dé vé kinh, néu khong sé bi
phat. T4t cA cic quyén thi, d6 hay héng, ké ca ngoai
ham déu dwoc gri vé kinh duyét lai. Triéu dinh c6 thé
14y thém nguwoi nay, danh hong nguoi kia, hay thay doi
thit buc nhu trirdmg hop Cao B4 Quat d6 A nguyén (thi
nhi) treong Ha Noi 1831, bi bo Lé x&p xudng cudi bang.

III - Nhirng vu 4n ndi tiéng

Mic diu luit 1é phong ngtra rat nghiém, nhwng chuyén
gian 1an van khong thé nao tranh khéi. Cu Ha Ngai, mot
nguoi da tirng di thi trweong Thira Thién, viét trong Hoi
Ky (chwa in): “Pén Hué, t6i nho' mét ngwdi ban than
lam bai cho anh ban (dét) véi gia 5 dong, khong phai dé
mong thi d6 vi gia 1am bai d6 dén nhitng 50 dong (1 con
ga tri gia 4 déng). Con phan toi, khi & treong thi thiy c6
thi gi®, lam mot doan van ban dwgc 5 dong”.

D4y 1a thoi nha Nguyén. Thoi nha Lé xem ra cé khi
con té hon véi nhirng “Sinh d6 ba quan”, dén ndi triéu
dinh phai bat thi lai it nhit hai lan trén bai song Hong.
Nguyén do vi ndm 1750, kho quy thiéu hut, chtia Trinh
nghe theo ké hoach lam tién cta Viép quan cong Hoang
Ngii Phuc, khong theo 1€ thi Hach ci ma cho phép hoc
sinh 10 tudi tré 1én hé ai ndp ba quan tién goi l1a “tién
thong kinh” (thudc kinh sach) déu dworc di thi. Nhirng
ngwoi khdng c6 hoc nhwng muén c6 mot chut danh
khong ngai bd tién thué nguwoi thi hd, c6 nhirng dira
tré cling d6 tam trwong, do d6 ngwdi ta méi goi giéu 1a
“Sinh d6 ba quan”2°,
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Ké ra chuyén gian 1an thi thoi nao ciing c6, xwa hay
nay, Pong hay Tay cling vay ma tho6i. Nhwng vi Khoa ctr
gian 14n c6 thé dwa dén nhirng hdu qua to 16n: Thi sinh
sudt doi bi cAm khong dwgc di thi nira, khdo quan cé
thé bi két an t& hinh cho nén st sach cua ta ghi chép
rat ky. Vi Trung Tuy Bit chép vu Ng6 Thi Si, Pham Vi
Khiém bi quan truwdng thu ghét danh héng oan, vu Tao
Son, Lwong Nghi tw ti26, v.v...

*Dai Nam Thuwc Luc cling chép nam 1834, truedng Nghé,
c6 Nguyén Vin Giao hang liét, Nguyén Thai Dé hang Tu
tai nhung c6 tiéng l1a danh si. Chu khao Nguyén Tu 14y
thém vao hang Ctr nhan, d6i mat quyén, phé lai. Bo Lé
phat hién tiu 1én. Vua ghét lam r6i loan quy luat treong
thi sai bién binh truyén chi cach chirc, bat Tu va Ngan
xiéng lai gidi vé kinh. Ta bi t6i trdm giam hiu (giam
lai dgi ngay hanh quyét) Ngan 1a tong pham chi bi xt
toi lwu. Gidm khao Nguyén Duy Huu, Gidm sat Truong
Tzng Dién phai tdi do, nhitng ngudi khac bi giang chic,
Nguyén Vin Giao va Nguyén Thai Dé nghe quan trudng
viét lai quyén, phai 100 trwong, cho vé lam dén, suét
doi khong dwoc thi nira??.

* Sach Cuwong Muc?8 ciing chép khoa 1696, trudong
Thanh Hoa c6 Ng6 Sach Tuan lam Giam thi. Truwdc Tuan
6 t0 cdo Tham tung Lé Hi tw tui, gian 14n, gdy md&i hiém
khich. Nay thiy con Lé Hi di thi hdng, mudn xo0a bo cyu
hiém, 14y long Lé Hi, dua quyén cho Khao quan 14y dé.
bé diéu Ngo6 Hai gidu ho nhwng Tham chinh Phan Ty
Cwdng phat giac. Ng6 Sach Tuan phai xt gido, So khao,
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Phuc khdo bi phat, Tw Cwong dwoc thang 1én Thiém do
ngu st.

* N6i tiéng hon nira 1a vu an Lé Quy Kiét / Pinh Thi
Trung, Khoa Thi Hoi 1775, Lé Quy Pén diéu dinh v&i
hoc tro gioi cia minh 1a Dinh Thi Trung d6i quyén cho
con minh 1a Lé Quy Kiét. Két qua Kiét ddu Thu khoa.
Khoa 4y vua Lg&, chiia Trinh danh cudc, vua Lé cho Thu
khoa sé vé tay Kiét vi Kiét 1a con Lé Quy Pon, tat hoc
gioi; Chua Trinh da biét hoc lwc Thi Trung nén danh
cudc Trung sé& db dau va dinh bung hé d6 1a sé trong
dung ngay. Chda Trinh thua cudc, khong chiu, duyét lai
van bai, kham pha ra vu d6i quyén. Thi Trung céo t6 Lé
Quy Pon lam cha sw. Vi Lé Quy Pon lam quan to, Trinh
Sam bo di khong phat va Lé Quy Kiét chi bi giam roi
gidng xuong lam dan thwong, Thi Trung bi day di An
Quéng. Ngudi dwong thoi lam ciu ddi giéu:

Quy Kiét hoan dadn, tdng Duyén Ha chi dinh xudt

Thi Trung phdt phéi, chdn An Qudng chi vin phong?S.

* Mot vu an ndi danh khong kém 1a vu c6 dinh liéu dén
Cao Ba Quat. Nam 1841, Cao lam So khao truwdng Thira
Thién, cung Phan Nha Iy mudi dén thay muc stra bai
hd cho 24 quyén pham trudong quy, vt dwoc 5 nguoi.

Nguyén Vin Siéu lam Phan khao 14y db Trwong Ding
Trinh, chdu Trwong Pang Qué, da bi danh hdéng ky hai
& noi treong.

Chu khao Bui Quy thdy Quat viét dep, goi ra ngoai
trueong viét bang. Siéu gitr Quat ngd mot dém & ngoai

truong.
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Viéc bi Giam sat dan hic. An x:

Quat, Nha bi toi tir hinh. Siéu phat trwong va toi d6. Chu
khao bi cach chirc. Gidam khdao bi giang chirc. Vua Thiéu
Tri cho l1a Quat khong phai gian lan, chi muon ctru vét
nhitng Thi sinh c6 tai ma l& pham truwdng quy, lai thwong
Quat 1a ngwoi gioi, tha an xt tram, gidm xudng “bao giam
hiu” (giam lai doi 1énh roi xir gido), chét dwoc toan thay,
ké nhw nhe hon bi chit dau), sau lai d6i ra “xuit dwong
hiéu lwc” theo mot phai doan di Tan Gia Ba lay cong
chudc toi. Siéu dwoc tha toi do (di day).

5 ngwoi d6 phai thi lai du ca ba ky, quyén déu kha, lai
tra vé bang Ctr nhan. Quyén cia Trwong Pang Trinh van
kha thong ciing cho dé luon30.

*

k k

Xem thé du thiy sw canh phong va trirng phat thoi xwa
nghiém nhat la chirng nao.

Ngay nay no6i dén Khoa clt nhiéu nguoi lap tic lién
twong dén nhirng 6ng D6 ngdm tho vinh nguyét, nhitng
ong quan tham lam duc khoét ctia dan, nhitrng vu di thi
gian 1an, nhitng ngwoi bi danh hong oan vi pham truwong
quy hay bi quan trwong thu ghét v.v...Chuyén tuy cd that,
nhwng Khoa ctr khdng phai chi ¢ thé ma thoi.

Khoa ctr dung dao Nho d€ kén ngudi ra lam quan, gitp
vua tri nwéc. Ngwoi quan tir ctia dao Nho tri dan bang
dirc hon 1a bang quyén uy hay luat phap, phai thuong
yéu dan nhw con nén ta méi goi nhitng 6ng quan la
“cha me dan”. Nguwoi quan tir cia dao Nho phai la nguoi
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kiém ca tai 1an dirc chir khdng phai tré riéng vao nguoi
nam quyén chinh lic dau, thoi nha Chu. Theo dao Nho,
nhitng nguwoi c6 tai ma vé hanh déu khong dwoc dung.
Tudi tré do cao thuwong sinh thoéi kiéu ngao, coi minh 1a
nhAit, khinh ré ngwdi khac, khong con 1a ngudi hiru ich
cho x4 héi nén nguwdi xwa coi day la cai hoa chit khong
phai cai phic. Lé Quy Don noi tiéng thian dong, 17 tudi
thi Hrong d6 thu khoa, song thi Hoi ba ky lién déu hong
vi giong van Kiéu cang, sau phai thu gido quan Ngu st
ho Vii dé “tay” bét cai kiéu ciang cla tudi tré méi do
Bang Nhan31.

Nho gido day ngwoi quan tir phai “tu than” trudc roi
mé&i ban dén chuyén “té gia, tri quoc” v.v... chir khong
day ngudi hoc tro tim cach chong ra lam quan dé “vinh
than phi gia”. Nguoi hoc dao khong dén noi, thiéu dirc
do, di thi thi gian 1an, ra lam quan thi duc khoét ctia dan
han khéng phai 16i & dao ma ciing khong phai phép thi
thiéu nghiém can?

Chdatenay-Malabry, Thdng 10, 1991
(Vdn lang, s6 4, thang 12, 1992)

Chu thich
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(2)- Bai Nam Thuc Luc X, tr. 293-5.
(3)- Ong gia Bén Ngu, tr. 64: Theo Ton Quang Phiét thi cé ngudi ban,
Cu nhan Tran Van Luong, thdy cu Phan say ruou, so ra thi khong
nho kinh dién nén Ién bo vao trap ban may quyén sach. Thuyét nay
hai vo ly vi ho Tran da dé Cur nhan han phai ro 1é luat truong thi, va
da la ban than thi phai biét ro tai hoc va chi huong cua ban: Phan
Boi Chau dé Bau xu, lai rét khinh ré Khoa cu, di thi chi vi nhan thay
khéng co hoc vi thi noi chang ai nghe, doi nao lai chiu gio sach ra
chép trong truong thi? Huéng ho tir nra dém hoc tro da phai cé
mat o cdng truong, thé ma ho Phan da say sua réi thi vao truong
con lam tro tréng gi duoc? Toi khong doc thdy chd nao noi cu Phan
nghién ruou.
(4)- Tr. 152: Thuyét cuia Lé Thudc cé ly hon: Truoc khi thi, Phan Boi
Chau danh nhau véi bon linh Thé sat nén bi ho thu ghét, nhét gidy
co chtr vao léu réi vu oan cho.

)- Ngo Tat T6, Léu Chong, tr. 169.
6)- Bui Duong Lich, Lé Quy Dat Su, tr. 7.
7)- DNTL XXXIV, tr. 77-8.
8)- Cao Xuan Duc, sdd, tr. 97.
9)- Bui Hanh Can, Lé Quy Don, tr. 185
10)- Ngo6 Tat To, sdd, tr. 175.
11)- Ngo Tat T6, sdd, tr. 171.
12)- Ngo6 Tat To, sdd, tr. 149.
13)- DNTL XXIII, tr. 268.
14)- DNTL XI, tr. 258.
15)- Ngo Tat To, sdd, tr. 146.
15)- Ngo Tat To, tr. 91.
16)- DNTL XI, tr. 258.
17)- Ngo Si Lién, Str Ky Toan Thu, Il tr. 147.
18)- DNTL XXXIII, tr. 312.
19)- Giai thoai lang Nho toan tap, tr. 265.
20)- DNTL XXXIII, tr. 199-200 chép Nguyén Cong Tru lam Chu khao
truong Ha, khoa 1840, nhung khéong nhac dén vu dem a dao vao
truong thi, con khoa 1825 co Béc hoc Hé Trong Dién cho hoc tro thi
an mac gia lam nguoi hau di lan vao.

(21)- Cong du tiep ky Il tr. 37, lai chép Nguyén Tho Xuan (d6 Tién si
nam 1831) khi lam Dé diéu truong Nghé An cho hai thi nr mac gia
linh hau dem vao truong. Viéc phat giac nhung chua Trinh khéng no

(5
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(

LOI XUA XE NGUA 57



bat téi nén im di ho.

(22)- Vu Ngoc Khanh, B6 Thi Hao, Giai thoai Thang Long, tr. 83-4.
Pho bang la nhung nguoi thi Hoi khong dé Tién si nhung duoc diém
cao, khac voi Bang nhan la nguoi dé Tién si thi nhi clia hang nhat
(dé nhat giap, dé nhi danh) chi sau c6 Trang nguyén ma thoi.

Sinh dé, sau goi la Tu tai, la nhing nguoi thi Huong dé duoc vao
téi truong ba (tam trudong) nhung khong doé cir nhan ma chi 6 bang
du khuyét.

Huong cong, sau goi la cir nhan, la nhing nguoi dé ca bon trudng.
(23)- Pham Binh Hé, Vi Trung Tuy But, tr. 90-7.

(24)- DNTL XV, tr. 239. 1841 Nguyén Van Giao va Nguyén Thai Bé xin
duoc thi lai, nhung Thuong Thu bé Lé Phan Huy Thuc ché van do
khéng cho, sau hai nguoi nay cung dé Tién si.

(25)- Cuong Muc XV, tr. 66-7.

(26)- Bui Duong Lich, sdd, tr. 36 chep khoa 1778.

Quy Kiét hoan dan, tang s6 dinh cua lang Duyén Ha (qué cua Kiét)
Ién thi Trung bi day ra Yén Quang khién cho van phong & do day Ién.
An Quang = Quang Ninh. Trong Van Bai Loai Ngu, tr. 20, lai chép la
“Dong Hai” chu khong phai An Quang.

(27)- Cuong Muc XIX, tr. 47.

(28)- Giai thoai lang Nho toan tap, tr. 130.

(29)- ODNTL XXIIl, tr. 244-7.

(80)-Cao Ba Quat, tr. 22-7.

(81)- Tran Thi Bang Thanh, Ngé Thi Si, tr. 212.
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Chuong lli
Ai la chu khao
truong Ha Nam
khoa Dinh Dau
(1897):
Pong Si Vinh hay
Cao Xuan Duc?




Trué’c khi vao chinh dg, t6i xin n6i qua vé Trudong
Ha Nam, Khoa Pinh D4u va Cao Xuan Duc.

| - Truong Ha Nam khac Truong Nam Dinh &
diém nao?

Triéu Nguyén c6 tit ca 8 trwong, sau rut lai con 5 la:
Gia Pinh, Thira Thién, Thanh Hoa, Nghé An va Ha Nam.

Truong Ha Nam la hai trweong Ha Noi va Nam Pinh hop
thi & Nam Dinh sau khi trueérng Ha bi linh Phép chiém,
phai déng ctra tir nAm 1882. Khoa cudi cta trueong la
khoa Ky Mao (1879).

Nam 1884, si tir hai trwong nay phai vai Thanh Hoa
hop thi, nén goi la “Khoa Thanh”. Ly do chinh thtrc:
trweong Ha bi dong cira, treong Nam bi dot tir ndm
1883. Ly do khac: sT tir Bic ha ndi loan chéng Hoa wéc
Giap than (Patenotre 1884).1884, si tir hai trwong nay
phai vao Thanh Hoa

Dén 1886, vua Pong Khanh mai cho hai trweong hop

thi & Nam Dinh, 14y tén chung la “trweong Ha Nam”. Ty
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dé, nhan vi loan lac, thanh 1& hgp thi & Nam cho dén
khoa cudi 12 khoa At Mo (1915). Dwa vio day, ta ¢ thé
dwa ra hai nhan xét:

1) Ta Xwong khong thé viét hai cu tho sau day trudc
nam 1886:

“Puworc gan trwdong éc viing Nam Dinh,

Thua mdi anh em ddm Bdc ky”.

2) Nguyén Tuan trong truyén “Bio oan” (Vang béng
mot thoi dat khoa cudi cda treong Ha Nam vao nam
Mau Ngo (1918), thwc ra diy la khoa cudi cia mién
Trung (va day la mot trong nhitng “ky thi” cda triéu
Nguyén ddi vai si tir Bac ha).

Nhw vy “treong Ha Nam” dung dé tré vao dam si ti
thudc viing Ha Noi va ving Nam Dinh?!, con “truwong
Nam Dinh” tré vao céi trudng xay bang gach ngoi &
ngoai thanh Nam.

Theo Tran Vin Giap, va mot s6 nguwoi khac, thi treong
Nam x4y & lang Nang Tinh. Chinh 6ng Giap da dén tham
tan noi khi treomg “chi con cho vo cai nha Thap dao?”,
nhwng TG Xwong, trong bai “Phtt Hong thi” viét khac:

“Ndm vua Thanh Thdi mwoi hai,

Lai mé khoa thi My Trong”.

Vay thi treong thi ndm & dau, Nang Tinh hay My Trong?
Néu vao thoi Lé hay Nguyén so, trudong thi con bang
nha tranh, vach ntra, sau mdi ky thi pha di dé 14y chd
trong trot, ciy cdy thi chuyén di chuyén trueong khéng
khé, con néu trwong bang gach thi khong thé mbi chéc

pha di xay lai dwoc. Str chép rang tir 1845, trrong Nam
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theo chi thi ctia vua Thiéu Tri, dwoc xay cat bang gach
ngo6i theo mau muc truedng Ninh Bic (Thira Thién) chi
trir chd cho si tir ngdi thi vAn dé dat tréng, hoc tro di
thi van phai mang léu chdng nhw xwa. Treong da bang
gach, khong di chuyén dwoc, nén toi tam dat nam gitra
hai lang Nang Tinh va My Trong, & chan thanh Nam, vi
theo Ngo Vi Lién ca hai lang nay cung thudc téng My

Trong va & canh nhau.

Il - Khoa Pinh Dau c6 gi dac biét?

1) Trwéc hét chung ta cé loat anh cta Salles chup
canh treong Ha Nam. Pay 1a nhirng st liéu rat hiém
va quy bau.

2) Nha tho Tran Té Xwong (hay Ké Xwong) khoa nay
nghiém nhién ddi danh “6ng Ta” di thi, du chi 1a “Tu rét
bang trong nam Gidp Ngo (1894)".

Ai ciing biét T4 Xwong “lao dao trwong oc¢” rat nhiéu
(tdm khoa ma chi dwoc “mot ti Tu tai quén” va ngadm
vinh vé thi ct cling khong it, riéng khoa nay ong dé lai
cho ching ta it nhit hai bai, mét vinh “Cha khao Cao
Xuan Duc” va mét vinh canh di thi:

“Nha nwéc ba ndm mé mot khoa,

Trwong Nam thi ldn véi trwomg Ha.

L6i théi st ti vai deo lo,

Am oe quan truong3 miéng thét loa.

Long cdm rop trdi, quan St dén,

Vdy 1é quét ddt, mu dam ra.

Nhan tai ddt Bdc nao ai d6?
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Ngodnh cé ma tréng lai nwéc nha!

3) Toan quyén Paul Doumer vira & Phap sang nham
chirc, 1an dau chirng kién canh thi cda ta (va ciing la
lAn dAu trwong Nam c6 mot “quan Tay to” dén du 1&
Xwdng danh va phat qua thwdng (1 déng ho vang hay
bac, v.v...). Sau nay trong hoi ky L'Indo-Chine francaise
(Souvenirs) Doumer danh may to nhic lai quang canh
trwong thi, nhwng vi khéng hiéu ro nén viét nhiéu diéu
sai 1am, chang han: si tr vao treong dugc mang theo
ngudi hau, trong khi thiy ngdi 1am van thi té nam
khénh mdt géc doi gitr stra soan com nwéc, v.v... ¢d 1é
Doumer di ldm quan trudng véi Thi sinh? Doumer con
& lai dén 1901 méi vé nuwdec, va degc chirng kién thém
khoa 1900 nira & Nam Dinh.

4) Khong khi treong Ha Nam va thanh Nam Dinh lic
4y rit soi noi vi hai vin dé:

- Chir Han sip bi bd han, chir Quéc ngir bat dau duoc
du tinh thay thé va si tir con phai 1am to4n bang con s6
A rap nita. Lac 4y tinh than 4i qudc dang cao, hoc chit
Qudc ngir thwong bi ngd nhén 1a “vong ngoai” va “vé si”
nén nhiéu ngwoi khéng chiu hoc, bé thi. (Tran Quy Cap
thudc s6 ngwoi hiém, nhin nhan wu diém cia Quéc ngi,
goi la “h6n trong nwéc”).

- Nhwng s6i néi hon nivala phong trao chéng Phap dang
hdng ctia “Ky Dong (1875-1929) tén thwc 1a Nguyén
Van Cam, tré tudi va thong minh nén dwgc ménh danh
la “Ky Pong”. Vi chdng Phap, nam 1887 da bi “glri” sang
hoc 9 nam Alger (Bic Phi). Nam 1896 vé nwoc, tiép tuc
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hoat dong va lién két véi Dé Tham nén dén 1901 lai bi
day sang Tahiti” (theo Nguyén Tuan, sau thanh ban cia
hoa si Gauguin).

Vi ¢6 vu “Ky Pong” nén Phap phong bién déng chuin
bi rat ngit: tir mot tudn trwdc da cho hai phao thuyén
Avalanche va Le Jacquin chia miii vao trwong thi doa
nat. Doumer noéi cirng rang 6ng ta tin chic chan khong
ai ddm lam gi, bon ndi loan chang qua 1a hang thi hong
bat dic chi, tuy vAy van nén thi uy dé€ canh cdo nhirng
phén tr con nubi y bao dong.

5) Khoa nay tai treong Nghé An, nha cach mang Phan
Boi Chau, vi mét ly do khong dwoc néu ra, da can an
“Hoai hiép van tw nhap trudng, chung than bat dic trng
thi” tirc 12 “mang sach c6 chir viét vao trwong, bi phat

cam suét doi khong dworc di thi”.

lll - Cao Xuan Duc
Tuy lam quan dén nhat phdm va la mot trong “Tri Tru
Triéu Pinh”, song c6 1é Cao Xuan Duc dworc it ngudi biét.
Cao Xuadn Duc (1842 - 1923), hiéu la Tr Phat, nguoi
xa Thinh Khanh, huyén Déng Thanh, tinh Nghé An, do
Cr nhan nam 1877, lam quan dén Hoc bo Thwong Thu,
ham Pong Cac Pai Hoc Si (ham = c6 trach nhiém ma

khong an lwvong), twérc An Xuan Nam.
Cao Xuan Duc c¢6 hai ngwdi con d6 Ctr nhan va mot
ngudi dd Phé bang (Cao Xuan Tiéu, dwgc ctr 1am Gidm
khao tredng Ha Nam cung mét khoa véi cha) va la nhac

gia Hoang Tang Bi.
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Rat trong viéc hoc, dng da xuit tién thué ngudi chép
lai nhitng sach qui hiém chia cho cac con gitt mdi nguoi
mot ban lwu lai vé sau. Chinh 6ng ciing la tac gia hai bo
sach c6 gia tri: Qudc triéu Hwong Khoa luc (chép tit
ca cac khoa thi Hwong cta tit ca cac treong dudi triéu
Nguyén) va Quéc triéu Pdng khoa luc (chép cac khoa thi
Tién si triéu Nguyén).

Maic dau chi @6 Huwong thi, 6ng dugc ctr di chdm thi Hoi
mdy lan,va hay ning d& hoc tro. Chinh 6ng da xin cho
cac Ph6 Bang# dwoc hwdng nhitng quyén loi nhw cac
ong Nghé. Khi 6ng lam Chua khao trwong Ha Nam, Ta
Xwongda vinh 6ng nhu sau:

“Nay nay Hwong thi d6 khoa nao?

Nhan hdu thay long quan Thwong Cao!

Nguwoi ta thi chit, 6ng thi phiic,

Dt dé, du hay ciling dworc vao!”

IV - Ai la chu khao Truong Ha Nam
khoa Pinh Dau?

Theo anh cta Salles thi Chu khao truedng Ha Nam khoa
Pinh Diu la Cao Xuin Duc. Salles 1a m6t nha nhiép anh
lam viéc ti mi va c6 qui i, ban ngay chup, ban dém rira
ngay, so dé 1au khi hdu néng bén ta sé lam héong kinh
anh (luc 4y chwa c6 phim). Hon thé, Salles chua rit ranh
mach khong nhitng “nam” ma ca “ngay, thang” cung
tén ho, chirc twéc ngwdi trong anh, véi da ca cac dau
sic, huyén, héi v.v..Trong loat 4nh 4y c6 mot chiéc cha

thich 12 “Than Trong Kodi, Giam sat”® (c6 1& ngay nay
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ta viét 13 “Qudi”?) chup mot ngwdi con tré miang. Rac
roi la nam 1941, Tran van Giap cling st dung loat anh
nay trong Tdp San Khai Tri Tién Pirc, s6 2 va 3, nhung
“Than Trong Koai” thi lai bién thanh “Nguyén Gia Thoai,
Ph6 Chu khao”. D1 nhién Tran van Giap biét nhiéu vé
thi ct cua ta, viét nhw thé han c6 1i do, song Salles 1a
mot nguwoi lam viéc nghiém tidc, biét tin ai? Toi trong
ciy vao cudn Hwong Khoa Luc dé tim ra manh mai.
Cu6n nay khong dwgc phé bién nhw cuén Pdng Khoa
Luc (da dwoc dich ra Quéc ngit) nhwng treong Bac co
Vién Dong (Ecole d’Extréme Orient) & Paris c6 mdt ban
chir Han.That chang khac nao “sét danh ngang tai” khi
toi thiy Cao Xuan Duc chép rang dng 1a Chu khao khoa
1894 con Chi khao khoa 1897 thi lai 1a ...D6éng Si Vinh!
Thé1a vu Than Trong Koai / Nguyén Gia Thoai chwa giai
quyét xong lai ndy ra vu Cao Xudn Duc / Pong Si Vinh
con quan trong hon. Khéng 1€ Salles cin thian nhw thé
ma duw khoa 1894 lai chép nham la khoa 18977 Con néu
Salles qua dw khoa 1897 thi moi dau ra dwgc cai tén
“Cao Xuin Duc” dé dit cho Chu khdo khoa nay, vén phai
la Poéng Si Vinh, theo chinh Cao Xuin Duc? Néu Salles
khong 1am, Cha khdo khoa 1897 ding la Cao Xuan Duc
thi chang 1& Cao Xuan Duc lai lAm, khong ré minh 1a Cha
khao khoa nao?

Sau mot thoi gian loay hoay diéu tra sach v va “chirng
nhin” khong di dén két qua nao, toi trd lai véi mé anh
ctia Salles, thiy c6 mot chiéc chup canh 1&é Xwéng Danh

cha thich “véi sy hién dién ctia cac 6ng Doumer (Toan
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quyén), Lenormand (Cong st Nam Dinh) va Picanon
(6)”, nhu thé 1a Doumer c6 mat khi Cao Xuan Duc lam
Chu khdo. Trong hoi ky, Doumer cho biét 6ng ta sang
bong Dwong ngay 21/1/1897,Doumer c6 thé 1am khi
ta trwong thi, nhung khi viét vé sw nghiép ban than at
khong nhdm. R6 rang Cao Xuan Duc khong thé [am Chu
khao khoa 1894 dwoc. Va ngwoi cho Thi sinh Tran Té
Xuwong (hay K& Xwong) d6 Tu tai doi bang chinh 1a Pong
Si Vinh.

DPoc lai miy bai Twa cudn DPdng Khoa Luc thi thiy
khong con ho nghi gi nira: Cao Xudn Duc da hoan tat
cuén Hwong Khoa Luc vao nam 1892, Dbdng Khoa
Luc vao nim 1893 va c6 y sé tiép tuc chép thém cac
khoa sau dan dan. Song theo loi ngwoi ban gidp toi tra
cttu cuén HwongKhoa Luc (lwu trit tai Trwong Vién
bong Bac Co & Paris) thi nét bit ctia ngudi chép phan
sau khac hdn phén trwéc, tirc 12 phan sau khong chic
do Cao Xuan Duc viét. Pdng Khoa Luc ciing c6 hai ban,
ban cua 6ng Hoang Xuin Han thiéu mday khoa sau,
ban ctia Lé Manh Liéu dich m&i diy da. Poc bai Twa
cua Vii Pham Ham ta c6 thé nghi ngui viét tiép chinh
la trwedng nam cia Cao Xuan Duc, tirc Cao Xuin Tiéu.
Song Cao Xuén Tiéu cung di chdm thi khoa 1897 véi
cha, chic khong thé 1am dwgc. Trén bia cudén Bdng
Khoa Luc, quyén 1, dé rd tén ba ngwdi hiéu dinh la Cao
Xuan Tiéu, Pang Vin Thuy va Nguyén Duy Nhiép. Néu
ba nguoi cling hiéu dinh cuén Hwong Khoa Luc thi sy

1am 14n do hai nguoi kia hop 1i hon.
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Van dé “Ai 1a Chu khdo..” da giai quyét, nhung van
con vu Than Trong Koai / Nguyén Gia Thoai can phai
“thanh todn”. Hwong Khoa Luc chi cho biét khi Cao
Xuan Duc lam Chu khéo thi Nguyén Gia Thoai lam Phé,
nhwng khong thém chi tiét nao. Lai cling nho mét tAm
anh khac cua Salles ma vu nay dwgc dwa ra anh sang.
Trong mot chiéc anh chup 1& Xwéng Danh & Céng Tién
moén, cic quan theo th tw phdm trit ngoi ghé tréo
chirng kién, c6 6ng ngdi ddu hang bén trai, mat dé rau,
bén canh tAm bién “Phung chi”. Chiing ta biét rang: “Khi
triéu dinh cr ban Giam khao xong, 6ng Chi khdo dwoc
ban 14 co “Kham sai”, 6ng Phé dwoc linh bién “Phung
chi”. Nhw vay 6ng c6 rau dich thwc la Phé Chu khao
Nguyén Gia Thoai khong con nghi ngd gi nita, va khudn
mat 6ng khong giong mat Than Trong Koai mét ti nao,
Than Trong Koai khong cé rau.

Vi sao Tran van Giap lai chd thich nhw thé? C6 1é thiy
Salles “quén” khong chup anh riéng 6ng Ph6 Cha khao
ma lai chup téi nhirng hai 6ng Giam sat nén ong Giap
nghi: “b&t mot dng Gidm sat chic khong ai lwu y chir dé
thiéu 6ng Phé Chi khdo quan trong nhw thé thi cé diéu
bt tién. 0ang lién “mwon” tam anh Than Trong Kodi,
x04 tén that di va dién Nguyén Gia Thoai vao. V&i 6ng
day chi la mot anh “twong trung” cho ban Giam khao
da b, con dich thyc la danh chup Than Trong Koai hay
Nguyén Gia Thoai thi v&i bon hau sinh ching ta khong
quan hé. Di nhién day chi 1a mét gia thuyét.

(Thé'ky 21, s6 2, thang 6, 1989)
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Tai liéu rat trong Khoa Cir & Viét Nam (chwa in)

Chu thich
(1) - Si tur truong Ha gém cac tinh: Ha Néi, Son Tay, Tuyén Quang,
Hung Hoa, Thai Nguyén, Lang Son, Cao Bang, Bac Ninh.Si tu
truong Nam gém: Nam Dinh, Hung Yén, Quang Yén, Hai Duong.
(2) - Trong truong thi, khu danh cho hoc tro c6 hai con duong chay
gap nhau, thanh hinh chu thap, chia khoang dat nay lam bén vi, o
gitra ch6 hai duong gap nhau, nguoi ta xay nha Thap Dao, noi cac
si tir dén 14y ddu Nhat Trung va nop quyén v.v...
(3) - “Quan truong” day tré vao cac ong Giam sat Ngu st ngoi trén
choi canh cao qua mudn truyén hiéu Iénh gi phai dung loa.
(4) - “Pho bang” triéu Nguyén khac voi “Phu Bang” cac triéu trudc.
“Pho Bang” chi nhumg nguai thi Tién si khong dé nhung duoc diém
cao - cung nhu nhing ngudi di thi Huong dé Tu tai - con “Phu Bang”
chi cac 6ng Tién si hang ba (Tam Giap Tién si) ; cang khong nén
nham voi “Bang Nhan” la cac éng do Tién si hang nhét, dung sau
Trang nguyén. Nha Nguyén theo & “Ngu Bat Lap” cua Minh Ménh
dat ra, khong lay Trang nguyén, nén Bang Nhan duong nhién la
nguoi dé Tién si cao nhat.
(5) - Giam sat tuy thudéc hang quan truong nhung khong cham thi
ma phu trach giam thi quan truong va hoc tro.
Nguyén Tuan, trong Chuyén Nghé, noi co ca Cong su Darles cung
du khoa nay. Darles la mét trong “Bac ky tu hung” (ac): “Nhét Bac
(Darles), nhi Ke (Eckert), tam Be (Wintrebert), t Bich (Bride)” (Bride
la Chanh an phién xtr Phan Béi Chau nam 1925).

Sach tham khao
- Dai nam thuwc luc chinh bién. Ban dich cda Vién st hoc
Ha Néi, 1962 - 70.
Doumer Paul, L'Indo-Chine francaise, Souvenirs Paris:
Vuibert & Nony, 1905.
Ngd Vi Lién, Nomenclature des Communes du Tonkin. Ha
Noi: Lé Van tan, 1928.
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Nguyén Tuan, Chuyén Nghé. Ha Noi: Tac phAm méi,
1986.
Tran Van Giap, “Lwoc khao vé Khoa ctr Viét Nam”, Khai

Tri Tién Pirc tdp san s6 2 & 3, Ha Noi, Janvier-Juin 1941.

Bai nay viét xong ttr ndm 1989, hai ndm sau téi dwoc
mot ngwoi ban sao chup cho tdp Lwgc khdo vé Khoa ct
Viét Nam (trich trong Tap san Khai Tri Tién D, ciing
xudt ban ndm 1941) ctia Trdn Vin Gidp.

Diéu ddng chu y la dé twa 10 chiéc dnh ctia Salles, 6ng
Gidp viét:

“Ky niém thi Nam khoa, Thanh Thdi Gidp Ngo va Dinh
Ddu (1894-1897)".

Cé Ié 6ng Gidp phdn vdn khong ré Salles phdi hay Cao
Xudn Duc diing nén éng dé tén cd hai khoa, mdc ddu dnh
chi chup ¢6 mét khoa va cdc khdo quan ciing chi dwoc dé
ctr ra cho mét khoa ma thoéi, dé tén cd hai khoa cho mot
16 dnh chup mét khoa nhw thé khéng 6n.

Phu dé ctia bai nay trudc la: “Nguyén Khuyén hay Cao
Xudn Duc?” nay xin stra lgi la: “Pdng St Vinh hay Cao
Xudn Duc?” vi Nguyén Khuyén chi la Phé Chu khdo khoa
1894.
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Chuong IV
Tu Xuong co di thi
chtr quéce nglr hay
khéng?




dy 1a mot loat ba bai dang trong Thé Ky 21 dé
ptranh ludn véi 6ng Bang Vil vi 6ng cho rang Tu
Xwong c6 di thi chir quoc ngir:
- bia vi chit quéc ngir va chit Phap hoi dau thé ky XX.
- TG Xwong c6 thi chir quéc ngir hay khong?
- Ai cltrng dau?

I - Khoa cur thoi cai cach

Pia vi chir qudc ngir va chir Phap héi dau thé ky XX

Sau khi chinh phuc nwéc ta bang vii luc, Phap nghién
ctru phép cai tri cia “dan ban x”, nhan thiy quyén
hanh ndm ca trong tay vua quan. Cau héi ho dit ra lic
4y 1a nén gitr hay nén bo ché dé ci? Sau khi thr di tinh
lai, ho quyét dinh duy tri trat tw c¢6 san, chi “chat b4t tay
chan” nha vua dé giam stirc phan khang cia triéu dinh
bang cach twdc hét quyén hanh cta cac quan, bién bon
nay thanh nhitng ngwdi thira hanh ménh 1énh cta ho,
do d6 Khoa ctr dworc tiép tuc té chirc. D€ t6 ra “nwéc

2,0

me” vin quan tAm dén van dé khai ho4 “dan ban xt” va
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ciing thé theo 1o yéu ciu cia mot sé tri thirc cla ta, nha
nwéc Bao ho dwa ra nhitng dé nghi cai cach Khoa ct.

Theo Bang Vii (Thé ky 21, s6 14) thi nghi dinh cai cach
do Toan quyén Doumer Ky tir 6/6/1898. T6i chwa dworc
doc nghi dinh nay' song tdi nghi chinh né 1a cha dé ra
dao du Thanh Thai ndm th& XVIII (1906) bat cac Thi
sinh phai thi moén chir Phap ké tir 1903 theo Doumer,
ké tir 1907 theo Thanh Thai. Tai sao phai dgi 8 nam
triéu dinh ta méi “bién” dwoc nghi dinh ciia Doumer
thanh sic du? - C6 thé do si phu nhao nhao phan déi va
triéu dinh cling nhin thiy khoé long thwc hién ndi chinh
1énh cia Doumer trong mot thai gian qua ng?n cho nén
sau khi ban ra tan vao, triéu dinh méi quyét dinh, nam
1906, thanh 14p mot Hoi dong Hoc vu dé quy dinh phép
hoc va phép thi, b?t dau ap dung tir nam 1907. Nhw thé
c6 nghia 1a nhirng khoa thi Hwong nam 1900, 1903,
1906 van dwoc t6 chitc y nhw cii, chit Han van chiém
dia vi d6c ton.

Vé phép thi Hwong, Hbi dong quyét dinh nhw sau:

Ky 1: (cling goi la treong 1): 5 dao van sach hoi vé luan
ly, st, dia, luat, chinh tri, viét bang chir Han,

Ky 2: 3 bai ludn quéc ngir (van, st, dia, cach tri).

Ky 3: 2 bai chi¥ Phap:

- 1 bai chir Phap dich ra quéc ngtt,

- 1 bai chit Han dich ra chir Phap.

Ky 4: Phuc hach:

- 1 luan chir Han,

- 1 ludn chir quéc ngtt,
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- 1 bai chi¥ Phap dich ra chit Han.

(Pai nam dién Ig, tr. 397).

Ta nhan thiy mdi khoa van chi c6 bén ky nhw thwong
1é, nhung ké tir nay chit quoc ngit va chir Phap déu la
nhitng moén thi b?t budc nhw chir Han.

Ta cling nhan th4y chir Nom khong dwoc nhic dén. Chir
Nom tuy dwgc dat ra tir lau va da cong hién cho nén van
hoc nwéc nha nhirng ang van tho bat hu, song trir mot
vai trweong hop dac biét nhw duwéi thoi Mac Mau Hop,
dé muc ky dé tir khoa Tién si ndm 1565 la mot bai phu
N6m?2 va duéi thoi Quang Trung, ky thi Hwong & Nghé
An khoa 1789 bai 1am viét bang chitr Nom tuy dau bai
van bang chir Han - Nguyén Thiép tirc La Son Phu tirlam
pé diéu3 - con thi chit Nho van chiém dia vi doc ton, thi
nhit dwéi triu Nguyén. Nha nwéc phong kién coi chir
Han méi dd nghiém tic dé “ché dao”, d€ ban nhirng vian
dé “kinh bang té thé”, chit Nom chi dwoc dung nhirng
ldc gidi tri, vui choi ngau hitng, tuyét nhién khong dwoc
c6 mat trong cac ky thi, b&i Khoa ctr kén ngudi ra ganh
vac nhirng viéc “qudc gia dai su” nén khong dung dén
th ch* “n6m na mach qué” ay!

Trén nguyén tac, chwong trinh cai cach sé dwoc ap
dung tir nam 1907, song trung binh ba nam mé&i c6 mét
khoa thi, ma ndm 1906 vira trung v&i Khoa thi Hwong
nam Binh Ngo, nén chi cé thé thwc sw 4p dung cai cach
vao khoa ké tiép, nam 1909, trir phi c6 an khoa, tirc
1a mot khoa ngoai 1é dwoc té chiec vao nhirng dip vui

mirng dic biét nhw vua méi 1én ngdi ching han. Nam
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1907 qua vua Duy Tan 1én ké vi vua cha Thanh Thai
vlra bi ha bé, song t6i khong nghe néi c6 an khoa nao
trong dip nay.

bang 1& quyét dinh cua Hoi dong dwoc ap dung ké
tir 1909, nhwng c6 thé vi si phu phan d6i hay vi chinh
quyén nhén thiy kho long thuwc hién dwoc nén dén nam
1908 lai thanh 14p thém mot Hoi dong Cai cach Hoc vu
(Conseil de Perfectionnement de l'enseignement in-
digéne) stra lai nhirng quyét dinh nam 1906 cta Hoi
déng Hoc vu nhw sau:

a) Thi Hwong

Ky 1: 5 dao van sach,

Ky 2: 2 bai luan chir Han,

Ky 3: 3 bai ludn chit quéc ngt.

Tring ky 1 méi dwoc vao thiky 2, trang ky 2 méi dwgc
vao thi ky 3, trang ca ba ky, ai tinh nguyén thi chir Phap
sé dich mot bai chir Phap ra chir qudc ngt, ai khong thi
khong bat budc.

Ky 4: Phtc hach:

1 bai luan chir Han (kinh stt)

1 bai luan chit quéc ngtr (cach tri, dia dw, st¥)

b) Thi Héi

Ky 1: 7 dao van (kinh, truyénNm stt, Bic st Thai ty
liét qudc s, cach tri, dia dw, ludt nwéc nha).

Ky 2:

1 bai chiéu du

1 bai tdu s¢

1 biéu van®
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ca 3 déu bang chir Han, van kim

Ky 3:

1 luan bang chit Han

1 ludn chir quéc ngtr

Ky 4: 7 dao sach van (dia dw, chinh tri Pong dwong,
chinh tri nwéc ta, nhan vat nwéc ta, hién chwong sau
B9, thoi vu)®.

Ta nhin thiy l4n nay thi Hwong c6 thém mat ky dic
biét danh cho nhirng ai tinh nguyén thi chir Phap. Cau
tho “B6én Ky tron ven, thém ky nira” c6 phai da dwoc
Ta Xwong viét sau khi c6 quyét dinh nay khong? - Chic
chédn 1a khong, b&i vi nha tho da mat ngay tir nam trudéce
(1907), ta chi c6 thé phéng doan rang tuy dw tinh cai
cach dén 1908 méi chinh thirc cong b6, song dan ching
da duwgc nghe phong thanh tir truérc.

Sau khi cong bd, chwong trinh cai cach c6 dwoc triét
dé ap dung khong? Toi thu thip dwoc diy dua chi tiét
hai khoa thi Hwong 1909 va thi Hoi 1910, xin chép ca
ra day:

a) Thi Hwong khoa 1909, trweorng HA Nam’

5/11/1909

Ky 1: 5 dao van sach (tu thin, ngi luin, Nghiéu Thuin
va Khéng T, Khoa ctt Trung qudc va Khoa ctr thoi nha
Lé, phép cai tri DPong Dwong).

Ky 1 c6 3068 Thi sinh, 934 nguwdi do6, dwoc phép thi ky 2.

5/11/1909

Ky 2: 2 bai luan chir Han (kinh, str)

408 ngwoi db, dwoc duw thi ky 3.
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2/12/1909

Ky 3: 3 bai ludn quéc ngit (van, dia dw, khoa hoc va
tinh d6).

261 nguwoi dé, duoc vao Phiic hach.

8/12/1909

Ky thi dac biét danh cho nhirng ai tinh nguyén thi chir
Phap. Pé mucla mét bai chir Phap don gian, dich ra chir
qudc ngir.

32 ngwoi thi, 20 ngwoi do.

11/12/1909

Ky 4: Phuc hach:

1 bai luan chir Han

1 bai luan chir quéc ngir

déu hoi vé dao tri nwéec.

Ldy d6 50 Cir nhan va 150 T tai

16/12/1909

Yét bang va 1é Xwéng danh.

b) Thi Héi khoa 19108

Ky 1: 10 dao van sach (chir khong phai 7) héi vé kinh,
truyén, Nam stt, Bic st. Chi 1am 6 bai ciing du, ai gioi
mudn lam nhiéu hon cang tét.

Ky 2:

1 bai chiéu du

16, tau

1 biéu

c4 3 déu bang chir Han, van kim

Ky 3:

1 bai luan chir Han
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2 bai luan qudéc ngir (dau bai bang chir Han, bai lam
viét qudc ngir).

Ky 4: 10 dao van hoi sach hoi vé Thai tay, cach tri, dia
dw nwéce nha, nhan vat nwéce nha va thoi sw.

Ai tring ca ba ky dau va tinh nguyén thi chir Phap sé
dich mot bai chir Phap ra quéc ngit. Dau bai sé do toa
Kham s ra, chon mot dwong quan (quan 1én) & kinh,
nguwoi Viét hiéu chiv Phap chdm. Theo Qudc Triéu Pdng
Khoa Luc thi cac khoa thi Hoi nam 1901, 1904 va 1907
van dwogc td chirc nhw cii, nghia 1a chit Han chiém dia
vi dOc ton.

Tém lai hai khoa thi Hwong nam 1909 va thi Hoi nam
1910 dich thuc la hai khoa d4u tién 4p dung chwong
trinh cai cich nhw da chua ré trong Quéc Triéu Pdng
Khoa Luc va Concours triennal du Tonkin, 19099. Ta thay
chir quéc ngit nay dwoc nang lén dia vi ngang véi chi
Han, chitr Phap mé&i chi 1a mon thi phuy, “tinh nguyén”
chit khong bit budc. Theo Robert de la SusselO thi
dén khoa 1912 chir Phap van chi 1a méon tinh nguyén.
Vé qudc ngit, khoa trwdc (1909) dau bai ra bang chir
Hén, Thi sinh cling 1am bai bang chir Han roi phién 4m
ra quoc ngitr khién nhirng ai khong biét chir Han doc
khong hiéu'!, ky nay d& muc ra thing bing quéc ngit.

Phai doi dén khoa 1915, theo Tran Van Gidp chir Phap
ma&i tré nén mot mon thi bat budc vao ky dé tam. Tiéng
goi 1a mon thi bat budc nhwng chir Phép lic y chwa thé
sanh ngang v&i chit Han, Thi sinh chi phai dich mot bai

chir quéc ngir ra chit Phap chir chwa du kha nang viét

80 NGUYEN THI CHAN QUYNH



mot bai trang giang dai hai nhw khi viét luin chir Han.
Néi viy khong cé nghia la tiéng Phap luc dau khong
dwoc“dan banxt” hoan nghénh, da c6 ngwoi tirhoan ng-
hénh di dén kham phuc sat dat, dé nghi nén dung “tiéng
Phép lam quéc van” va virt b tiéng ta di. Trong Nam
Phong s6 22 (1919) Thwong Chi (Pham Quynh) da trich
lai 14p ludn cia mot “thirc gia”12: “Néi thwong tiéc tiéng
An Nam van 1a hay lim, nhwng mot tiéng nghéo nan kém
c6i nhu tiéng An Nam minh thwong sao cho dang? Chi
bang ta liéu sém ma bé di, ma theo hoc mot thit tiéng
rat hay, rat dep, rat cao thwong, rat hoan toan la tiéng
Phéap... Tiéng An Nam ta khong da dung, khéng biét con
tap luyén dén bao gio méi thanh dwoc mot thi tiéng
hoan toan? Tiéng Phap khéng doi ta tip luyén da la mot
tiéng hoan toan... Ta thong dong dwgc véi miy tram
triéu ngwoi trén thé gidi, chang hon 1a dung tiéng An
Nam chi ngét 20 triéu nguwdi hiéu dwgce ma thoi... Hién
tinh khéng nhitng Nam ky ma ngay & Bac ky pham bon
thwong lwu giao thiép véi nhau toan dung tiéng Phap
c3; tiéng An Nam khong ai bdo bé ma ty nhién ciing bd,
vi dung n6 khong tién bang tiéng Phap... Khdong may noi
ma ca xa hoi ta sé dung tiéng Phap lam cai tiéng pho
théng. D6 1a két qua tw nhién ctia Ty hoc, ddu khéng
muén ciing khong dugc... Toi c6 thang con nhé tir thwd
biét ndi toi cho vao hoc trwong Tay, noéi thuan tiéng Tay;
nay né khong n6i mot ti tiéng ta nao nira”. Poc ma bang
hoang. Di nhién Thwong Chi da phan d6i tirng diém cai

dé nghi ky quac ctia 6ng Tay da vang nay.
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Veé phan chir quéc ngir thi ngay tir bwéc dau da chiém
dwoc mot dia vi kha quan trong cac khoa thi, tuy chwa
danh bat dwoc chitr Nho ra ngoai. Tuy thé, dan ching lai
khong “nhat tri”. Trir nhirng bac sdng suét nhw TranQuy
Cap hay nhom “Péng Kinh Nghia Thuc” v.v... dé cao chir
qudc ngit, phan dong van bao thi, khinh bi thi chit do
cac gido singoai quoc dit ra. Day la thanh phan tri thirc,
nguwoi dan qué xem ra lai con bao thd hon, néu ta dwa
vao mdy bai dang trong Nam Phong:

Nguyén Tat T€, Tri phtt My Dirc, trong Nam Phong so
21, viét: “Trong 100 nguoi c6 dén 60 ngudi co thé
miéng doc tay viét dwoc (chir Nho) trén dwdi thong
dung thanh ra chir badn qudc... Nhiéu khi t6i bdo Tong sw
day tré thuin bang qudc ngit cho chéng thi b6 me dem
ngay con di tim thay khac. Héi c& sao, nguoi ta dap:
“Qudc ngtr mat diu, chir no ra chir kia, néu khéng hoc
Nho, chic sau con chdu lan cd tén dng vai... Thiy trudng
Phap Viét mé ra ciing biét cho con hoc d6 thi dé kiém
an, ngat vi nha nghéo, mot quyén “lecture” (tap doc)
gia 7 hao, dat hon 4 quyén Tt truyén (T thu), mot tp
gidy Tay gia hao rudi, dat bang 100 to gidy Nam; minh
1am md hoi, nwéc mat nira ndm troi khong du tién gl
con vao trrong hoc mdt thang, danh cho con hoc Nho
vay, dé bién ky viéc nha”13,

Tran Duy Nhit, (Nam Phong s6 47) dit cau hdi: “Tai sao
ma sw quéc dan gido duc khéng cé co tién bo?”. Theo
tac giad thi phan déng cho “hoc quoc ngir la vé dung”.

Chi vi nghi dinh bit ngwoi ra lam Téng Ly phai biét chir
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qudc ngir nén khi nao sap di lam ho sé& hoc rut. Ho néi:
“Hoc lam quai gi chir co quam mach qué dy? Chitr Thanh
hién nao lai c6 chit thanh thé? Thanh nao lai day nhdm
nhi nhirng con cua, con 6c¢ ay? dén dan ba, tré con cling
thira biét nira 13”14, B&i nhitng ngwoi ndy don gian nghi
rang hoc chir quéc ngit hiéu ngay, khong phai hoc nghia
nhuw chit Nho, nén cho riang khong kho, khéng hoc ciing
biét, khong can hoc, va tin twéng rang “hoc qudc ngir
thi dén gia doi cling khong lam gi dwgc”. Dén khan vai
to tién cling dung chir Nho, so chit Nom sai lac, gia ph3,
chic thu, van tu, van té, don tir déu bang chit Nho. Khi
nha cAm quyén cudng ép bat ho cho con em di hoc chix
qudc ngit hay chir Phap thi c6 ngwdi”coi chd hoc dwong
hAu nhw gidm that, ma cho di hoc 1a mot cai toi, phai bat
b, phai chay bay méi dwoc tha ra”15.

Nguwoi dan qué hoi dau thé ky ton trong chiv Han khong
c6 gi la boi Khoa ctt chi méi bi bai bo tir nam 1919,
nhung dén 1970 ma ho van ton trong chit Nho thi qua
12 diéu dang cho ta lwu y. NguyénVan Xuan, trong Phong
Trao Duy Tan (1970) viét: “O' thén qué hién nay, doi noi
van con céi tuc trong chir thanh hién, nguwoi ta dung
bat ky thir gidy quoc ngir, TAy, My dé€ bién thanh gidy vé
sinh, nhwng gidy cé chitr Nho thi tuyét nhién khéng bao
gio!” (16), méc dau khi ay chir qudc ngtr da chiém mot
dia vi virot xa chit Han. Cho nén ndi rang dao Nho thAm
nhép cot tuy ciia din ta khéng phai la n6i ngoa vay.

Chatenay-Malabry thang 8, 1990
(Thé Ky 21, s6 18, thang 10, 1990)
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Il - Tu Xuong c6 thi chir quéc ngtr hay khéng?

Thé Ky 21, s6 20, diang bai “Ttr nghi dinh Doumer 1898
dén du Thanh Thai 1906” cia nha nghién ctru Bang Vi
ham y trach t6i da “phdng doan” Tu Xwong chi “nghe
phong thanh” chuyén cai cach khoa ctr khi viét ciu tho:

“Bén ky tron ven, thém ky nira”

Néu trong bai “Pia vi chit quéc ngir va chir Phap hoi
dau thé ky XX” (Thé ky 21, s6 18) toi chi lwgc lai nhirng
tai liéu t6i da doc thi nay xin trich thém dé ching to chi
tir nam 1909 ta mai thi chir quéc ngir.

Trich: “Le concours triennal du Tonkin pour 1909 a
eu lieu 3 Nam Dinh du 6 novembreau 16 décembre,
dans les conditions déterminées par 'arrét du 30 mars
1908” (Khoa thi Hwong & Bac ky nam 1909 tai trweong
Nam Dinh bat dau ngay 6/11 va két thic ngay 16/12, t6
chtrc theo nghi dinh ngay 30/3/1908).

Sau cai twa dai dong dén phan trich lai nghi dinh do J.
Morel ky tai Ha N6i ngay 30/3/1908, dwgc Bonhoure
duyét va ky ngay 3/4/1908. Ta thay mbi khoa gobm bdn
ky thi bat budc, trong d6 c¢6 mon thi qudc ngit, va thém
mot Ky thi tinh nguyén chir Phap. Bai v& sé dwoc chdm
tir 0 dén 20 diém.

Tiép d6 1a bai dién vin cta vién Théng st Bac ky Simo-
ni doc bang tiéng Phap va duoc An sat tinh Nam Pinh
doc lai bang chir Han, trong c6 cau:

“Grace au quéc ngity, la pensée occidentale peut étre
rapidement diffusée au Tonkin dans toutes les classes

de la population. Ce concours comprendra donc une
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épreuve de langue annamite.

Avant peu d’années, tous les Annamites cultivés au-
ront a cceur de parler le langage de la nation qui les
protége; c’est en vue de préparer cet avenir prochain
qu'une épreuve de langue francgaise facultative a été in-
scrite au nouveau programme”.

(Nho chir quoc ngit, nhirng ludng tw twdng Tay phwong
s& c0 thé truyén ba nhanh chéng & Bac ky dén moi ting
16p dan ching. Vi viy khoa nay gdm c6 mot ky thi bang
quoc ngir.

Chang bao l4u, tit ca thanh phan tri thirc An Nam sé
thich tht st dung tiéng ctia nha nwéc Bao ho, chinh vi
dé chuin bi cho mot twong lai gin diy ma mot bai thi
tinh nguyén bang chit Phap da duogc ghi vao chuong
trinh ma&i).

Sau bai dién vin dén chi tiét cac d& muc khoa 1909
nhuw t6i da chép trong Thé ky 21, s6 18. Vé mon thi chir
Phap c6 mot cau tuy da trich ky trwére, nay xin trich lai
vi né noéi rat ro:

“Cette épreuve facultative de frangais, de méme que
la troisieme épreuve de langue annamite était une in-
novation car dans les précédents concours toutes les
compositions étaient rédigées en chinois”. Ky thi chir
Phép (tinh nguyén) nay ciing nhw ky thi trudmg ba bang
chtr qudc ngir 1a mot diéu mai la vi trong cac khoa thi
trwdc tAt cd moi bai viét déu bang chir Han).

Cho rang mdt tai liéu ndy chwa du dé tin, tdi xin néu

thém Qudc Triéu Pang Khoa Luc cia Cao Xuan Duc:
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“Khoa Canh Tuit, nién hiéu Duy Tan th& tw (1910)”
(ttrc1a Khoa thi Hoi theo lién v&i khoa thi Hwong 1909).

Lé thi khoa nay déi dinh nhw sau:

Ky dé nhdt: 10 dao vdn sdch v.v...(nhw da chép trong
Thé Ky 21, s6 18)...Khi chdm bai d6i phan ra diém? ké tir
0 dén 20 diém, quyén nao 10 diém tré 1én la hang triing...

... Ky dé tam viét riéng bai ludn chit Nho ra mét quyén,
bai ludn chir quéc nglr ra mot quyén bdng gidy tdy. Sau
khi nép quyén do Vién Dé Tuyén soan cting mét hiéu, nhw
quyén chiv Nho ddnh sé “gidp nhdt hiéu” thi quyén quéc
ngir ciing hiéu “gidp nhdt hiéu” r6i méi roc phdch cd?.

Quyén chir Nho chiéu 1é cic khoa trwde, ciing do cac
vién lai phong viét ngay ngan phin minh ra rdi dé giao
cac quan truedmng chdm3. Quyén qudc ngir khong phai sao
ra nhuw chir Nho, giao ngay cho cac quan trieong chim.

... Cac khoan khac déu theo 1é cii”.

Néu khoa 1910 khong phai la khoa d4u tién cai cach
thi H6i thi Cao Xudn Duc di khong danh téi bon trang
rudi dé ghi chu nhirng chi tiét khoa nay. Cir xem nhirng
khoa truéc va sau khoa Canh Tuit cling thiy ro:

-- Khoa 1913: Cao Xuan Duc chi danh chwa day ntra
trang dé ghi nhitng diém dang lwu y cia khoa nay , c6
hai ché lién quan dén cai cach:

1) Cac Cong silam vin thi ky dé nhat va dé t& d6i dung
5 dao van sach thoi...

2) Nguyén 1é trwdc dau bai qudc ngit ra bang chir Han,
nay Toa Kham st ban xin ra dau bai cling bang qudc

ngit..4
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-- Khoa 1907: nhitng dic diém khoa nay chi gobm von
ven c6 may dong: “Ky thi Hoi nay vién Str quan Tong tai
Cao Xuan Duc tau xin, dwgc Vua wng, cho cac Cong si
vao thi d6ng vi 14n 16n chir khong chia vi Giap, At nhw
trudc (nguyén 1é tredre cac Cong si quan tir Quang Binh
tré vé Nam thi vao vi Giap, cac Céng si quan tw tinh Ha
Tinh tré ra Bic thi vao vi AtS,

Ca Qudc Triéu Ddang Khoa Luc va Le concours triennal...
déu cung ghi ti mi, nhwng v&i tw cdch mot ngwdi da tirng
nhiéu phen lam khdo quan, Cao Xuin Duc chd trong dén
phép chim thi, con tac gia cudn Le concours triennal..
thi quan sat véi con mat mot ngudi ngoai qudc nén ghi
chép day du cac dé muc, ngay thi, s6 Thi sinh va s6 Tan
khoa..Mdi ngwoi nhin theo mét khia canh, rap ca hai lai
ta c6 mot cai nhin kha ré vé hai khoa cai cach dau tién.

Mot bang chirng nita té ra khoa 1909 m¢éi bat dau thi
quoc ngitr 1a con sé Thi sinh treong Ha Nam khoa nay
sut han di.

Theo Nguyén Tuan (Chuyén Nghé) thi

Khoa 1891 ¢6 9000 nguwoi dw

Khoa 1894 ¢6 11000 ngudi dw

(Le Petit Journal s& 245: c6 60 ngudi dd)

Trong Biit Nghién (trang 190) Chu Thién dwa ra nhirng
con s0 sau:

Khoa 1889 c6 7760 nguoi

Khoa 1891 c6 9772 nguoi

Khoa 1894 c6 11872 nguoi

Theo Doumer
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Khoa 1897 ¢6 10000 nguoi

Theo Le concours triennal...thi

Khoa 1909 chi con c¢6 3068 Thi sinh.

To6i nghi s& di Thi sinh tredng Ha Nam khoa 1909 stt
han di vi khoa nay cac thay khoa IAn d4u phai thi quéc
ngit (chir Phap 1a mén tinh nguyén nén khong ké) co
nhiéu nguwoi khéng chiu hoc chit quoc ngir boi quéc
ngit do cac gido si Tdy phwong dit ra nén nhiéu nha
Nho thiéu cdm tinh v&i quéc ngty, cho hoc qudc ngir 1a
“vong ban”, 1a “vong ngoai” v.v... tha bd han thi ctr. (Day
la mét hi sinh to 1én vi cac thay Khéa tron doi di hoc chi
cdt thi d6 ra 1am quan, nay bd thi tirc 1a cat hét dudong
tién tha).

Nguoec lai, nhitng khoa cudi thé ky 19, con sé Thi sinh
treong Ha Nam lai ting vot han 1én chi vi si tir nghe
phong thanh® sé& cé cai cAch nay mai nén dé x6 nhau
di thi vét mAy khoa cudi. Trung binh s6 ngwoi thi moi
treong tir 3000 dén 5000, dic biét treong Ha Nam
dong dao hon vi hop thi hai treong Ha No6i va Nam
Pinh. Tai sao lai hgp thi va phai & Nam Dinh? Nhw t6i
da trinh bay trong bai “Ai lam chu khao trwedng Ha Nam
khoa Binh Dau?” (Thé Ky 21, s6 2) truwetrng Ha Néi bi linh
Phap chiém, phai dong cira, khoa cuéi ctia treong Ha la
khoa 1879.

Dén nim 1884, treong Nam DPinh bi quan Phap dét,
chwa stra sang kip, lai nhan si t& mién B?c ndo loan
phédn d6i hoa wéc Gidp Than (Patendtre), nha cam

quyén b?t cac Thi sinh ca hai trwong phai vao Thanh
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Hoa hop thi, khoa nay goi 1a “Khoa Thanh”, chi c6 trén
2000 nguoi du.

Maii dén 1886, khi vua Dong Khanh 1én ngbi méi cho
hai trwedng Ha No6i va Nam Dinh hop thi & Nam Dinh,
sau vi loan lac thanh I&. Ta thudng dung 1an 16n “trudng
Nam DPinh” v&i “treong Ha Nam”, néu mudn phén biét
ro thi “treong Nam Dinh” tré vao cai trudong bang gach
ngdi & ngoai thanh Nam, con “trwong Ha Nam” trd vao
dam si ti cia hai trwong Ha N6i va Nam Dinh hop thi
tai treong Nam Dinh.

Theo nha nghién ctru Bang Vii thi “c4c thi nghiém dem
qudc ngir va chiv Phap vao cac ky thi chi xay ra don doc
tai trwdrng thi Nam Dinh”, nhirng chi tiét téi dwa ra trén
day déu thudc treong Ha Nam, nhw thé khong c6 gi la
khong on.

T6i khong dwoc rd nha nghién ciru Bang Vi dua vao
tai liéu nao khi viét treong Nam 1a “thi diém doc nhat”?
Theo Robert de la Susse thi chwong trinh cai cach dwogc
ap dung cung mot lic cd & mién Trung.

Ngay trang dau Robert de la Susse da ndi ro ong chi
cho biét nhitrng chi tiét & cic treong mién Trung chi
khong viét vé treong Nam Dinh: “La note qui va suivre...
ne vise que les concours ayant lieu en Annam. Je ne suis
donc entré dans aucun détail concernant le concours de
Nam Dinh”.

Trang 4 viét vé trwong thi & Hué: “Le concours se
compose de quatre épreuves...des dissertations en car-

acteéres, des sujets de qudc ngir obligatoires et un sujet de
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frangais facultatif encore en 1912”. (Khoa thi gobm bon
trueong... chit Han va chitr quéc ngtr 1a nhitrng mon thi
b?t budc, chit Phap mii dén 1912 ciing van con 1a mén
thi tinh nguyén). Chit “encore” chirng to truwdc khoa
1912, it nhét cling c6 mdt khoa ma chir Phap la mén thi
tinh nguyén & trwong Thira Thién.

Van dé khoé giai quyét 1a biét rang dé€n 1909 méi bat
dau thi quéc ngit va Ta Xwong méit tir hai nam trudc
(1907) tai sao lai c6 bai “Cling di thi” khién nguoi doc
c6 thé hiéu Tu Xwong da thi quéc ngir?

Cling di thi

Tdp ténh ngwoi di, to ciing di,

Ciing léu, ciing chéng, ciing di thi.

Tién chan cé6 mdt hai ddng chdn,

S¢ bung thdy khéng mét chir gi!

Loc nwdc con mong thém gidi ngach;

Phiic nha may dworc sach trwong quy.

Bén ky tron ven thém ky nira,”

A 6 u o ngon bt chi.

DPoc bai nay ta cé thé hiéu, trong mot khoa nao do
khong chua ro, Ta Xwong da thi cd nam treong, trong
c6 mon thi qudc ngit, va 1an nay dac biét dwoc “sach
truomg quy”. Dwa vao bai tho, nha nghién ctru Bang
Vii da phan d6i khi to6i phong doan rang Tu Xwong chi
“nghe phong thanh” chuyén cai cach, va viét: “Téi luén
luon kinh trong Ta Xwong va nghi 6ng khong phai con
nguoi nhin “vé dwa” ra “vé dira”. Tlr trudc tédi nay, cac

nha nghién ctru da cé ché T4 Xwong vé mot s6 mat,
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nhwng tuyét nhién chwa thiy ai trach nha tho hién thyc
nay “nghe phong thanh” mot sw viéc roi gan viéc dé vao
ban chan 6ng. Sy viéc dng duw mot ky thi Hwong “bon ky
tron ven”, lai déo “thém ky nira”, 6ng da trung thwc ghi
nhén nhw cic vin ban xwa cii nhit da sao chép”.

Trwéc hét, déi vdi toi, “nhirng van ban xwa cii nhat”
chwa han da chic chin sit véi nguyén ban nhit. Néu
qua thé thi cac hoc gid Péng Tay con mit cong nghién
ctru moi van ban dé hiéu dinh lam gi?

Thém nita, vi “kinh trong” T4 Xwong ma tin 6ng da
“trung thuc ghi nhan”... theo t6i 1a mot 1ap luan dua trén
tinh cdm, khong phai trén nhirng bang chirng cu thé.

Vi nha nghién ctru Bang Vi tin chic chan T4 Xwong da
di thi qudc ngtt, bang vao bai tho “Ciing di thi”, ta chi
viéc xét trong ba khoa thi Hwong Tt Xwong da dy sau
khi nghi dinh Doumer ra doi va trueéc khi nha tho mét
(cling dwa vao van tho cia Ta Xwong) xem c6 khoa nao
nha tho thi ca nam ky, lai “sach trwong quy” hay khong
thi biét. Ba khoa ay la 1900, 1903 va 1906. T6i da soat
lai, néu Ta Xwong di thi tir ndm 15 tudi thi dén 1906 la
vira ding tdm khoa, trir phi c6 4n khoa. Ba khoa ké trén
cung dwé¢i thdi Thanh Thai va theo cac tai liéu téi duoc
doc thi khong c6 an khoa nao.

-- Khoa 1900 bi loai ngay vong diu, nho nhirng chi
tiét rat ro rét trong bai “Pht hdéng thi khoa Canh Ty”
(1900). Bai nay kha dai, toi chi xin trich nhitng cau c6
lién quan dén van dé thi hdng ctia Tt Xwong.

.. “Ndm vua Thanh Thdi mwoi hai (1900)
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Lai mé khoa thi My Trong.
Ky dé tam vdn da viét roi,

Bdng dé tir chwa ra dd ngong.

Nao ngo

Bdng nhd thdy tén,

Ngoai ham con tréng...

Tirclakhoa nay Tu Xwong chivao dwoc dén tam truong
la hong. Khi xem bang dé vao thi ky dé t thi thiy tén
minh trén “bang nhd”. Tén néu 1én “bang nhd” cé nghia
la khong nhitng Ta Xwong khong “sach trwong quy”
ma con pham trudng quy va 16i rat nang, 16i nhe chi bi
danh hong thoi, khong bi néu tén ra bang con. Vira bi
pham trwdong quy, vira khong duoc thi ky dé ti, di nhién
khong phai Ta Xwong viét bai “Ciling di thi” nam 1900.

-- Khoa 1903, Quy Mao, xin xem bai:

Phdn hdm duyén éi

Trdch minh phdn hdm lai duyén éi,

D6 suét hai trwong, héng mot toi!

“Té” déi ra “Cao” ma ché thé!
“Kién” tréng ra “Tiép” hoi Troi oi...

Theo Bao Van, vi thi hdng mai, nam 1903 Tu Xwong doi
chit 16t “T& Xwong” ra “Cao Xwong” nhung van hong8.

Cau “D6 sult hai trwomg, hdng mot tdi” cho thiy Tu
Xwong hong ngay tlr treong hai vi da nham chir “Kién”
vGi chiv “Tiép”, nhw thé tirc la TG Xwong khong thi 5
trwong va cling khong “sach trueong quy” khoa 1903.

-Khoa 1906 (Binh Ngo). Ai cling biét TG Xwong 14n din
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voi thi e chi vi khong thudc treong quy, nho cau tho:

“Tam khoa chwa khéi pham trudng quy!”

(Budbn vi hong thi)

Cau nay cho thiy it nhat khoa thr 8, Tu Xwong lai
pham trweong quy mot 1an nira, ma khoa th tdm chinh
la khoa Binh Ngo (1906) vi Tt Xwong chi thi tit ca c6
8 khoa.

Néu cho ring lap luin nay khong virng, va tin 1a Tu
Xwong di thi cd nam trwong va “sach truwong quy”
khoa nay, viy thi mot nguwdi “ndi tiéng tai hoa” nhw Ta
Xwong, 1& ra khong d6 Cir nhan, ciing phai d6 Tu tai, du
12 TG tai doi bAng nhw ndm 1894, ding nay Ta Xwong
hién nhién khéng phai la “6ng C” ma ciing khong ai goi
ong 12 “Ta kép”, hoa ra bai lam d& 13m hay sao? Bao Tu
Xwong lam bai “dd”, toi nghi t6i con nang hon la néi Ta
Xwong dung 6c twdng twong “vé” cdnh minh di thi quéc
ngit. Cac van, nghé si déu la nhitng nguoi ¢ 6c twdng
twong rat phong phd va rit can dén 6c twdng twong
khi sang tac. N6i Tu Xwong nghe “phong thanh” chuyén
cai cach roi viét bai tho “Cling di thi” t6i khong nghi
la da thiéu kinh trong hay xic pham dén danh dw nha
tho. Huéng chi Ta Xwong da tirng thuwe sy “nghe phong
thanh” ma lam tho:

Nghe néi khoa sau sdp déi thi,

Cdc thdy do c6 d6 mau di.

Néu khéng bia dd con bia miéng,

Virt but léng di, gidt buit chi.®

Gio xin ban dén vin dé Tu Xwong c6 ludn ludn ghi nhin
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“trung thwc” hay khong. Néu ta c6 thé tin T4 Xwong
“trung thwc” trong cau:

“Vi phéng chdm nghé nghién buit thi mwoi ba, mwoi bdy
dé nhitng tw bao gio”

(Phu héng thi khoa Canh Ty)

thi ta cling c6 thé danh dau hoi khi Ta Xwong viét:

... Cao ldu thwong dn quyt,

Thé, di lai choi lwong...”

(Tw vinh)

Dbén bai:

“Hdn tw chang biét Hdan"...

thi khéng can phai ddnh diu hdi cho mit thi gio, hién
nhién TG Xwong biét chir Han. Lai dén bai:

“Ngay mai t& hdng té di ngay’..

ro rang nha tho néi ngoa, thi héng xong vAn ndm nha
chit khong hé “sang Tau” va cling ching “téch sang Tay".

Nha tho cling da c6 1an cong nhan ra miéng la minh
viét chuyén twdng tuong:

“Ong tréng 1én bdng thdy tén éng,

Ong néc rwou vao, dng néi ngéng:

Trén bdng, 52 thdy Ctr doi,

Bén ky, mwoi bdy cdi wu thong'’...

Trung binh mdi trudng thi 1dy 50 nguoi do Ct, néu
khoa 4y vua “gia on” cho 14y thém ba ngwdi nira (Td
Xwong do thir nhat, 52 nguwoi kia phai doi 6ng) thi bon
ky TG Xwong cling khong thé cé dwoc mudi by cai “wu
théng” b&i moi ky chi c6 bén khdo quan chdm: So khdo,
Phtc khao, Gidm khao (N6i trwdng) va Chanh, Phé Chu
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khao hay Phan khao (Ngoai trweong) du cho ai cling phé
bai cia 6ng “wu” thi 6ng cling chi linh dwgc c6 mwoi sau
cai “wu thong” chir khong thé c6 “mudi bay” cai dworc.

Bai nay c6 thé bao tai TG Xwong duia, nhwng con bai:

“Nao c6 ra gi cdi chit Nho?

Ong Nghé, 6ng Céng ciing ndm co!

Chi bdng di hoc lam thdy Phdn,

Téi rwou sGm banh, sdng siva bo’.

Ai doc ma chang twdéng Ta Xwong da s6ng dwdi thoi
Khoa ctr tan r6i? Thit ra TG Xwong mat tir nam 1907,
ma khoa thi Hwong cudi cing & mién Bic 1a khoa 1915,
va khoa thi Hoi cudi cung la khoa 1919.

Tém Lai, nha nghién ctru BangVii c6 quyén tin Ta
Xwong da thwce sw di thi quéc ngt, toi cling c6 quyén tin
dén 95% TG Xwong chwa kip di thi quéc ngir da mat,
5% con lai xin hen khi nao c6 thém tai liéu sé cong bo,
du tai liéu dé chirng to toi sai lam.

Chatenay-Malabry, thang giéng, 1991
(Thé ky 21, s6 23, thang 3, 1991)

Chu thich

(1) - Dudi triéu Nguyén, luc dau thi Hoi chdm cung ldy cac hang uu,
binh, thi v.v...nhu thi Huong. Tir 1829, déi ra ldy phan sé, tuc la do
“uu” duoc 9, 10 phan, “uu thu” duoc 7, 8 phan v.v... Dén 1910 lai d6i
ra cham lay diém tur 0 dén 20.

(2) - Roc phach la danh dau trén to dau quyén thi réi gap doi lai, xé
ra l&y nira co mang tén ho Thi sinh cét di, cai &y goi la cai phach. Khi
quyén thi chdm xong, dem rap lai voi phach thdy dung khop la biét
tén ho tac gia. Roc phach cét dé khao quan cham thi cho cong binh.
(8) - Cung vi mudn khao quan khéng nhan ra tu dang cac Céng si thi
Hoi nén quyén thi duoc cac “6ng Nghe but thiép” sao lai réi dua cho
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khao quan cham ban sao. Nhiung “éng Nghé but thiép” nay chua
tung do6 éng Nghé, ma chi la nhing ngudi viét chi dep, ngay ng?n,
ro rang, nén duoc chon lam cong viéc sao lai quyén thi cua nhing
ong Nghe tuong lai.

(4) - Bé muc ky trudc bang chtr Han, Thi sinh cung viét bang chu
Han roi phién am ra quéc ngu khién nhing nguoi Phap cham bai,
khong biét chir Han, khéng hiéu. Lan nay Toa Kham yéu céu ra dé
bang chtr quéc ngu.

(5) - bay la mot trong nhung “ky thi” cia nha Nguyén déi vai si phu
mién B?c. Mién Nam, mién B?c thi riéng, co dau bai riéng va cach
cham cung khac nhau.

(6) - Chuyén si ti “nghe phong thanh” la chuyén co that, xin
xem Chuyén Nghé cuia Nguyén Tuan viét vé khoa Binh Dau (1897).
(7) - Bai nay toi chép theo Bao Van, chi déi cau 7 tir “Ba ky” ra “Bon
ky” cho hop y nha nghién ctru Bang Vu, téi chua timg nghién ciu vé
Tu Xuong nén khéng co y kién.

(8) - Bao Van, sdd, tr. 125

(9) - Lang Nhan, Giai Thoai Lang Nho Toan Tap, tr. 762
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Robert de la Susse, Les Concours littéraires en Annam.
Extrait de la Revue Indochinoise n°® 2 Février 1913, Ha-

noi-Haiphong, Imprimerie d’Extréme-Orient.

lll - Ai cung dau?

Trong Thé Ky 21, s§ 26, nha nghién ctru Bang Vii tuyén
b dng “clrng dau”, van tin Ta Xwong da di thi qudc ngit
va khuyén t6i nén doc mdot s bai dang trén cac bao Viét
va Phap. Néu c6 dip tit nhién tbi sé tim doc. Duy bai cua
A. Salles dwoc nha nghién ctru Bang Vi trich ding mot
ciu dé bénh vuc cho thuyét ciia minh thi t6i thdy cin
phai nhén dinh lai y nghia ciu van. Cau 4y nhw thé nay:

“Déja, a la session de 1908, une épreuve spéciale
d’annamite et de francais a été introduite”.

1) C4u nay c6 thé hiéu Salles dinh néi: “ngay tir khoa
1908 da bat dau c6 dé tai chir qudc ngir va chir Phap”.
Song nghi lai thidy khéng 0n, b&i thi Hwong ba nam méi
c6 mot ky, tinh tir khoa Canh Ty (1900), titc khoa Tu
Xwong viét bai “Phu hong thi”, thi cic khoa Kké tiép phai
roi vao nhirng nam 1903, 1906, 1909 chi khong phai
1908. Nam 1908 khong c6 khoa thi nao ca.

2) Cho du 1908 c6 khoa thi Hwong di chang nira thi khi
dy nha tho cling da mat dwgc mot nam roi (1907).

3) Néu ta lai nhin dén ngay thang s6 bao da ding bai
cua Salles, Bulletin du Comité de IAsie francaise, thi sé
thay ghi s6 75, thang 6 nam 1907. Vay thi dung ly ra néu
mudn tré vao khoa thi sé dwoc td chirc vao nam 1908,

tlirc 1a mot nam sau, thi Salles khong thé dung nhirng
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chir “a été introduite” ma phai viét “sera introduite”
néu khong sé sai van pham.

Theo t6i, cAu nay phai hiéu la “dé nghi dung chir quéc
ngit va chir Phap ké tir khoa 1908 da dwoc (HOi dong
Hoc vu) chap thuin (tir nim 1906)” nhw thé nhirng chir
“a été” madi thich hop. Pén nam 1908, khi Hoi dong Cai
cach Hoc vu nhém hop lai thi chit Phap chi con la mot
mon thi tinh nguyén ma thoi chir khdng bat budc nira.

4) Trong mdt bai truéc, nha nghién ctru Bang Vii td
y tin rang dé tai qudc ngit dwoc dung ngay tir ky thi
Hwong nam 1900, sau khi c6 nghi dinh do Toan quyén
Doumer ky (1898). Nhwng khoa 1900 Thi sinh chwa
b?t budc phai thi chir qudc ngit, bang chirng 1a nha cach
mang Phan B6i Chau, d thu khoa trudmg Nghé nam
1900, chi “doc dwoc so so chir quéc ngit”, con thi suot
thoi ky bi giam 16ng & Bén Ngu, van thudng xuyén phai
c6 thuw ky di kém dé ghi chép nhitrng sang tac bang qudc
van, cu Phan chi tw ghi 18y nhirng bai viét bang chir Han.
[t nhat chiing ta ciing c6 t&i hai chitng nhan, Vuong
Pinh Quang va Quang Pam, da tirng lam thw ky cho cu
Phan'. Mot ngudi da di thi chit quéc ngit 18 nao con can
phai c6 thw ky dé ghi chép ho nhirng sdng tac ciia minh
bang chir quéc ngir?

Trén day la dé tra 1oi phan “ngoai ly”, vé “ndi ly” nha
nghién ctru Bang Vii cho biét 6ng dwa vao bai tho “Tap
ténh nguoi di, té cling di”. T6i xin néu ra mot thuyét
khoéng phai la vo can ct: bai nay chwa ch?c da do Tu

Xwong viét. Loi 1€ tuy rit giong nhwng c6 mot chi tiét
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khién nguwoi ta phai nghi ngo:

“Tién chdn c6 mdt hai déng chdn”

Nha Ta Xwong & phé Hang NAu, thanh Nam Dinh,
trwong thi ndm & chan thanh Nam, nghia 1a nha caa Ta
Xwong khong xa trwong thi, cho nén khong cé ly do gi

N A »” o«

dé “co Ta” “tién chan” chong mat “hai dong”. Ngudi xwa
tién cac Thi sinh di thi vi Iy do phan ddng nhitng ngudi
nay & xa treong, thwong khi cach song phai qua do cho
nén mon tién tién chan duwoc goi 1a “tién do”. Thuc sw
“tién d0” khong nhirng gitp Thi sinh qua do ma giup
ca tién nha tro trong suot ca thoi ky thi dai nam tuén.
Nha da gan trueong thi thi Ta Xwong khong phai qua do,
cling khong phai & tro.

Cho nén:

Ta Xwong van khong di thi chir qudc ngit!

Chatenay-Malabry, thang 8, 1991

(Thé Ky 21, s6 29, thang 9, 1001)

Chu thich
(1) - Ong gia Bén Ngu, Héi Ky (cua nhiéu nguoi). Hué Thuan Hoa,
1987, tr. 109, 134, 138.
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Chuong V
Nguyén Binh Chiéu
ra Hué chuan bi
thi huong hay thi
hoi khoa Ky Dau
(1849)?




I. Nguyén Dinh Chiéu ra Hué thi huong
hay thi hi?

Vin Hoc s6 49 dang bai ciia 6ng Tran van Tich ban vé
cudn “Viét Str Khdo Ludn” ctia 6ng Hoang Co Thuy, tac
gia té y thic mic tai sao c6 sach chép chuyén vé ly 1a
Nguyén Dinh Chiéu chi d6 Td tai ma lai ra Hué dé chuin
bi thi Hdi, c6 phai 1a dic 4n cua triéu Nguyén danh cho
nho si mién Nam? va thém “trwéc va sau Nguyén Dinh
Chiéu khéng thiy c6 chuyén d6” (= T4 tai dwoc thi Hoi),
t6i man phép ban gép miy loi:

Qua Nguyén Dinh Chiéu c6 ra Hué chuin bi khoa thi
Ky Dau (1849), nhung dé thi Hwong hay thi Hai thi mdi
sach chép mot phéach. Lé thuong, nhitng ngudi dé Ta
tai phai thi Hwong lai ky cho dén khi c6 chian Ct nhan
roi méi dwoc thi Hoi, vi thé ta méi c6 nhirng vi Ta Kép
(d6 2 khoa Tu tai), TG Mén (d6 3 khoa Tu tai), Ta Dup
(dd 4 khoa Tu tai). D6 1a 1é thudng, ngoai ra con co
nhirng 1é luit khac cho phép mot s6 Ta tai dwoc chinh
thirc duw thi Hoi, khong can xin dic an. Sau day la nhirng
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loai ngwdi dwgc phép trng thi Hoi:

- Clr nhan méi va cii (d6 tir nhitng khoa trwéc).

- Ton sinh (ngwdi trong hoang toc). Am sinh (con quan)

- Giam sinh, Céng sinh (nhitng ngwoi hoc xuit sic, do
pht, huyén tién cdng vao Kinh hoc d6, cho lam Giam
sinh, dwoc cip lwong, mil 40, mién thué, tap dich. Song
muén thi Hoi con phai qua mot ky Hach nita, d6 mai
dwoc thi. Nhitng ngudi d6 cling dwoc goi l1a “6ng Cong”
(danh tir nay von danh dé goi nhirng ngwoi dé6 Hwong
cong, tirc Clr nhan).

- Huln dao, Gido thu (c6 nhitng ngudi chi d6 Tu tai,
nhwng nho hoc lwce cling dwoc bo vao hai chirc nay).

- Hoc sinh Thwong hang, trang Tu tai (Hoc sinh la
nhitng ngudi c6 tw chit, ham hoc, dwoc tuyén lwa & dia
phwong, chwdc cho di linh, tap dich).

- T tai dwgc lam viéc trong Han Lam Vién.

Trir C& nhén va Gidm sinh, nhirng ngwdi khac déu phai
qua mot ky Hach, @6 méi dugc thi Hai.

Poc Québc Triéu bdang Khoa Luc cia Cao Xuin Duc,
ching ta thdy riéng trieu Nguyén cé dén 26 vi Tu tai
hay Ph6 bang, n6i danh nhit phai ké dén Tran Quy
Cap, xult than la hoc sinh Thwong hang, tring T tai,
d6 Tam giap Tién si khoa 1904. Trong Giai Thoai Lang
Nho Toan Tdp, 6ng Lang Nhan chép”Tran Quy Cap do ba
khoa Tu tai lién tiép, theo 1é dwoc thi Hoi”, chwa ro 184
nam nao, c6 diéu chic chan ho Tran khi (rng thi khong
c6 chan C nhan.

Chirng minh dwoc Tu tai c6 quyén thi Hoi vAn chua
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bdo ddm Nguyén Dinh Chiéu ra Hué chuin bi thi Hoi.
Luat thi Hwong xwa nay bat Thi sinh phai thi tai nguyén
quan, song van c6 nhitng trudng hop ngoai 1é cho phu
thi, trc 1a nhitng ngudi c6 cha lam quan xa, dén ky thi
Hwong khong vé kip qué quan nén xin ddc 4n dwgc phu
thi tai noi cw ngu. Tuy la chuyén hiém, nhwng Dai Nam
Thuc Luc Chinh Bién ciing chép it nhAt t&i ba dao sic du
vé phu thi:i

1) 1821: tir Phti Yén vé Nam, cho Thi sinh tuy tién phu
thi, tir Binh Dinh ra Bac phai theo nguyén quan.

2) 1834: Nam ky c6 bién, hoc tro Gia Pinh dwgc phép
phu thi & Thtra Thién (DNTLCB XXV, 283-4).

3) 1858: binh 1é tir nay cho 6 tinh Nam ky dworc thi
phu trwong Thira Thién.

Ly do: Nguyén Chinh tir Hung Ho4 khong vé kip sinh
quan Gia Pinh, dwoc phu thi & Thira Thién, da do dau,
nhin d6 thanh 1& (PNTLCB XXVIII, 427). Nguyén Dinh
Chiéu ra Hué tir nam 1846, tirc 1a trwede khi phu thi &
mién Nam thanh 1é (1858) song rat c6 thé Nguyén Dinh
Chiéu di xin dic cadch dwoc phu thi & Thira Thién vi
nguoi cha, Nguyén Pinh Huy, d4 tir Gia Pinh trén vé Thira
Thién nam 1833 khi Lé van Khdi ndi loan & Nam Kky.

Mic dau Nguyén Dinh Chiéu c6 du diéu kién dé xin phu
thi, tdi van tin tac gia Luc Vdn Tién ra Hué dé thi Hoi chi
khong phai dé thi Hwong, vi 1& nhitng ngwoi xin phu
thi vén 1a nhitng ngudi da c6 mat sdn & Thira Thién,
khong vé kip qué quan m&i c6 ly dé xin phu thi, ding

nay Nguyén Dinh Chiéu dang & sinh quan Gia Dinh, lai
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luc duc bé ra Hué dé dén mot khoa thi ma trén nguyén
tadc minh khong dwoc phép du, trir phi lam don xin phu

thi, thiét twdng hanh déng nhw thé cé diéu khéng on.

Il. Nhung dac an cua triéu Nguyén danh cho
nho si mién Nam

hay la: Nhung “ky thi” cua nha Nguyén déi voi

si phu mién Bac

Mot diéu hiém khi thay cac str gia néu l1én 1a sy “ky thi”
clia triéu Nguyén déi véi dam si tir ngoai Bac: tir cach
lwa chon hoc sinh, dén cach t6 chirc cac khoa thi, chdm
thi, b6 quan chirc v.v..rit nhiéu dao du cho thiy sw bat
cong ctia nha Nguyén. Sau day 1a mot sd nhirng sic chi
chép trong Pai Nam Thuc Luc Chinh Bién:

1) Tuyén chon Hoc sinh: 1855 Dinh ngach Hoc sinh
cho c4c tinh bién gi¢i: Cao Bang, Lang Son v.v..khao
hach va cip lwong cho dn hoc nhw cadc Hoc sinh tir
Quang Binh vao Nam (tic la mién Nam dwoc hwéng
ddc an trudec).

2) Phu thi:

- 1821 DPinh 1€ cho thi Hrong tir nay tir Phu Yén vao
Nam dwoc tuy tién phu thi, tir Binh Dinh ra Bic phai
theo nguyén quan.

1858 Pinh 1€ cho 6 tinh Nam ky dwoc thi phu & tredng
Thira Thién.

3) T6 chirc cac khoa thi:

- 1834 thi Hoi. Lé trwéc cac Cl nhan, Gidm sinh & Kinh,

& cac Truc (Quang Binh, Quang Ngai, Quang Tri, Quang
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Nam) va & Ta ky (Binh DPinh, Phu Yén, Binh Thudn,
Khanh Hoa) tré vé Nam, Hiru ky (Ha Tinh, Nghé An,
Thanh Ho4) tré ra Bic déu hoi lai dé cung thi...nhung
s6 nguwoi do chwa dwoc quan binh. Nhirng ké si tir Kinh,
Trwc tré vao Nam thi chung véi cac ké si tir Hiru ky ra
Bac nén khi diém duyét khong khéi c6 sw sit kém vé
phan s& (diém). Tlr nay ba ky thi Hdi, mdi ky chia lam
hai lwot, moi lwot d€ riéng ngay: Ctr nhan, Gidm sinh &
Thtra Thién cung cac Trwc va Ta ky tré vao Nam cung
thi mét lwot. DAu bai thi sé ra riéng va khi chdm sé tuy
theo bai vin ma diém duyét.

Vua du: Néu moi ky thi chia 1am hai lwot cling chua
dwoc tién, vy chuin cho trudng thi chia 1am hai vi:

Vi Giap: si tlr & Kinh, Trwc va Ta ky tré vao Nam.

Vi At: si ttr & Hitu ky tré ra Bic.

Thi cing mét ngay. Thu quyén xong, Pé diéu (quan
truedng phu trach viéc Gidm sat) chua luén hai chir “Vi
Giap” hay “Vi At” vao phia dwéi mdy chir “ky thi thir
mdy”...Vi nao nén 14y bao nhiéu Tring cach (d6 thi Hoi),
bao nhiéu Phé bang, sé ha chi ddc cach quyét dinh cho
dwoc thing bang, thich dang (?). (PNTLCB XVI, 50-5).

- 1907 Lé cii Cong si tir Quang Binh tré vé Nam vao Vi
Giap, tir Ha Tinh tré ra Bic vao Vi At, nay Cao Xuan Duc
xin cho thi 1an 16n.

4) Cham thi:

- 1825 hoc tro Thira Thién, Quang Nam khong mdt
ai d6. Vua sai Luc bd duyét lai quyén vin 14y thém Cao

Hitu Duc & Thira Thién va Trwong Tang Dién & Quang
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Nam lam Hwong céng (Ct nhan). (PNTLCB V1], 180).

1826 thi Héi, (rng thi trén 200 ngwoi, quan trwong lay
dd 9. Vua bdo thi thin Luong Tién Trudng va Nguyén
Kim X4n:"Nay thién ha mot nha, Nam, Bic déu 12 toi con
ctia trAm. Nam hién thi dung Nam. Bic hién thi dung Bic;
khong phai c6 thién tw. VA lai hoc trdo Nam, Bac déu la
nguoi ¢ trong gido duc, hoc lyc twdng khong hon kém
nhau, thé ma nay 9 ngwoi d6 déu 1a ngwoi Bac1a sao thé?
Nén lya 1ay mot, hai ngwoi tir Thira Thién vao Nam dé co
18 si phong m&i phai”. Thé 1a quan trwdong 1dy thém Phan
Thanh Gidn cho du s6 10 nguwoi (PNTLCB VI, 28-9).

-1874 Sic rang:"Pat khoa thi chon 14y hoc tro dé gitp
nha nwéc, hang Ta tai dé ddy khéng dung la vé ich, trir
ngudi nao bd quan thi khong ké. Tir nay thi Hwong
dinh bai 14y Tu tai, bat dau tir hai treong Ha Noi, Nam
Dinh”. Bo Lé can:”Xwa nay quan vién pham tdi ning mé&i
twdt bo tén trong sb xudt thin la Tién si, Cr nhan hay
T tai. Nay ca nwéc nguyén 14y do6 4, 5000 T4 tai, nhat
khai bo hét tén & s6, sinh di nghi. Xin gia on cho dinh
mién. V4 thi Hrong ndm nay & cic trudmng Ha Noi, Nam
Pinh 1a 1am bu cho khoa Quy Dau. Khoa thi Hrong cac
trwedng Thira Thién, Nghé An, Binh DPinh, Thanh Hoa
nam ngodi déu 1ay Tu tai, nay néu bii bo sé khong cong
bang”. (DNTLCB XXXIII, 108-9).

-1874 Gan dén ky thi hai treong Ha N6i, Nam Dinh
vua lai du:"Méi trueomg khong dugc 1dy qua 50 Ta tai”.
Chu khao trwong Nam Dinh Lé Pirc Quang tau:"Thi

Hwong ndam nay & hai trreong la bu khoa Quy Dau. Nam
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ngoai 4 tredng Thira Thién, Nghé An, Binh Pinh, Thanh
Ho4 van 14y s6 Tu tai nhw cfi, nay hai treong Ha Noi,
Nam Dinh xin chuin cho ldy trén dwéi 100 nguoi”. Vua
y. DNTLCB XXXIlI, 125).

Khoa 1840 khi thiy van bai mién Nam stt kém, vua
bao:"Vin phong & Nam Ky mé&i mé, quyén van thi db so
voi cac treong khac khong khoi c6 chd hoi kém..Doi
xuwa c6 nguoi it van hoc ma cdng nghiép ro rét, cir gi
phai Khoa muc dau?” (DNTLCB XXII, 170-2).

Nhwng khi vin bai sitir mién Bac stt kém (khoa 1828)
vua bdo Ha Quyén, Ph6é Cha khio Bic thanh:"Bic
thanh von xwng la noi van vat ma ky thi nay chi
dwoc nhirng ngwoi hang binh, hoa ra chi la hw danh
a?”. Quyén tau:"Bac thanh gin diy chic Gido, Huin
khong dwogc tét cho nén hoc tro khéng 1ay ai ma theo
dwoc”. DNTLCB IX, 103).

5) B6 quan chirc:

- 1838 Khao hach cac Tu tai cac khoa tir 40 tubi tré 1én
& Qudc St Quan. P6 hang binh 9 ngwoi, cho 1am Huin
dao. Hang thir hay liét 70 ngudi: nhitng ai & Ha Tinh tré
ra Bic cho vé hoc tdp mdi ngudi cip cho hai lang bac;
ai qué & Quang Binh tré vao Nam cho lam Hanh tu Luc
Bo (chirc quan chuyén dat nhirng ménh lénh cua vua
hay cua thwong quan) hang thang cdp mot quan tién,
mot phwong gao (=30 bat gao).

- 1857 Pinh: nguoi nao thi Hoi khong cé phan so
(diém) nguoi tir Quang Binh vao Nam 30 tudi tré 1én,
tir Ha Tinh ra Bac tir 35 tudi tré 1én, da thi Hoi hai khoa
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ma tinh nguyén lam viéc thi cho ra lam viéc.

- 1875 Truéc kia pham d6 T tai hai khoa, tinh nguyén
ra lam viéc tir Quang Binh vao Nam 40 tudi tré 1én, tir
Ha Tinh ra Bic 45 tu6i tré 1én, déu chiéu 1é xét ba.

- Lé cii Cr nhan Nam, 30 tudi, Bic 35 tudi, da thi Hoi
hai khoa m¢i dugc xét b. Nay Nam, Bac cung cho 13y
30 tudi lam han. (PNTLCB XXXIII, 183-4).

Vi khong dwoc doc tron bd Pai Nam Thwe Luc Chinh
Bién nén tdi chi chép dwoc c6 chirng dy sic dy, nhung
bay nhiéu ciing du cho thiy 6c thién léch cua triéu
Nguyén. C6 1& vi bu6i dau nha Nguyén dwoc nhan dan
mién Nam ning d&, nén danh nhiéu cam tinh cho ngui
mién Nam. Nguwoc lai, du dat nwéc da thong nhéit, song
nguoi dan Bac long con twdng nhé nha Lé, ¢6 y khong
phuc nha Nguyén, b&i thé vua Gia Long bé Thing Long,
doi d6 vao Hué (nhwng khong quén doi ludn ca Qudc
Tk Gidm dem vao ) va nha Nguyén té ra “ky thi” dan
Bac, ddy chang qua ciing chi 1a mot phan (ng tu veé.

Ill. Ban thém vé nhung cam lé “ky quac” cua
khoa cu
Trén day 1a nhitng sy bat cong clia riéng triéu Nguyén
d6i v&i sT phu ngoai Bic. Con ndi chung vé Khoa cty,
cac nha nghién ctiru 16p tredce (t6i khong mudn tré vao
nhitng ngudi lam cach ménh, chan ghét khoa ctr nhw
Phan B0i Chau) ai ciing ca ngoi Khoa cttr cong bang,
khong phan giai cip, con nha nghéo ciing c6 quyén di

thi v.v..K€ ra, so v&i ché do “con vua thi lai lam vua”
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qua Khoa ctr cong bang that. Song tit ca chi 1a van dé
twong doi. Ching ta chang ai khong nh¢ trwong hop
Dao Duy Tir da ddé thi Hoi, chi vi ngudi cha cAm dau
doi nir nhac trong cung vua Lé Anh Ton, nén bi xo04 tén
trong s6 nhitngngudi Tring cach. Pao Duy Tir udt tc
m¢&i bé vao Nam pho ta chtia Nguyén. Tai sao lai ¢ 1é la
lung dy? - B&i ngwoi xwa liét cac ca si vao loai “xwdng
ca v loai” lwdi biéng, chi rong choi ca hat, dang khinh,
khong dwgc xép vao loai cong dan cé nghé nghiép hiru
ich cho nhan quan.

Ai nghe chuyén cling bit binh thay cho Pao Duy Tu,
nhitng chang th4y ai phan nan ho (trir Tran Van Tich va
Nguyén Tuin) cho mdt nira s6 cong dan Viét Nam ciing
bi cAm thi mic dau cha 6ng khong thudc loai “xwéng
ca vo loai”: nay la phu nit. Phai chang phu nit khong
phai 1a cong dan nwéc Viét? Ché do phong kién quyét
tAm gat han phu nit ra ngoai, Poan thi Diém, H6 Xuan
Huwong déu bé tay, 4y thé ma van cé ngwoi lot ludi, cai
nam trang di hoc va... d6 Trang nguyén ! Vao cudi thoi
nha Mac, va thoi nha Lé Trung Hueng, ba Trang Nguyén
thi Du da dong gop cho nén van hoc Viét Nam néi chung
va huyén Chi Linh n6i riéng nén dwoc dan lang Kiét Pac
(Chi Linh) the 1am than (Xem bai Nguyén thi Du, vi nit
Trang nguyén doc nhit cta ta sinh nim nao?”).

Ngoai phu nit va con nha “xwédng cavo loai” khong dwoc
di thi, thoi xwa con nhiéu cAm 1é ma ngay nay ching ta
thay la lung kho hiéu, chang han cAm nhitng nguwoi c6

dai tang khong dwoc di thi. Vi sao? - Vi nguoi xwa trong
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dic, c6 tang phai & nha cw tang, di thi dé mong vinh
hién cho thdn minh ma quén cha me la pham t6i bat
hiéu. Nguoi da mang tiéng bat hiéu, khong thwong dén
ca cha me minh, thi mong gi di lam quan nghi dén dan
den? Pay 1a mat ly thuyét. Song trén thuc té, ba nam
mé&i c6 mot khoa thi, néu gap hai cai dai tang lién tiép
cong véi mot khoa bi tat bénh khong di thi dwoc vi chi
mét chin ndm dén sach cong toi. Chinh mét phian vi
cai 1& khac nghiét d6 mdi c6 nhitng cu gia 60 tudi con
180 déo léu chong va dén nam Thanh Thai thi 18 mai
stra lai cho phép nhirng nguwoi c6 dai tang di thi, nhwng
nguoc lai, tudi bi han chél.

Dé hiéu hon 1a nhitng 1& cAm nguwoi ndo c6 cha 6ng ba
doi lam trom cudp, phan tdc. Chon nguwdi ra lam “phu
mau” dan tit phai kén ngudi c6 hanh kiém t6t. Song
thé nao 1a “phan tic? “ V&i nha Nguyén thi 1am quan
v&i Ty Son, hay cd véi nha Lé déu 1a “phan tac” ca: Lé
Pirc Quang, Pham Huy Lé chi vi khai ldm cha 6ng lam
quan véi nha Lé da bi xoa tén trong s6 Clr nhan khoa
1831. PNTLCB X, 293-5).

Lai con mot hang nguwdi tuy khong chinh thirc bi cAm
thi ma cling chang khac bi cAm: d4y 1a dan lang Thién
Thudc (sau goi la lang Tic Mac) qué hwong cua cac
vua nha Trén, bi cAm khéng dwoc hoc tip van nghé,
cOt dé gitr tinh than thwong vo, treo guwong cho thanh
nién toan quéc. Nam 1821, vua Tran Nhan Tong lap
trwong hoc ngay phu ly phd Thién Trudng (sau la Xudn

Trwong) tire 1a pht hat nha vua, thé ma dan lang Thién

LOI XUA XE NGUA 111



Thudc van khong dwoc phép hoc vin. Pa khong hoc thi
thi 1am sao dwoc? nén tuy khong bi cAm ma ciing chang
khac bi cAm la thé. Song chinh nh¢ trong nganh vo bi
ma nha Tran bao 1an thing trn vé vang, sw kién nay
ngoai st liéu con nam trong ngan ngtt “Danh gidc doi
Tran, lam quan ho Pang”.

Thanh ra cé nhiéu cAm 1é ma ngay nay méi thoat
nghe ta thay “ky quac”, song dit vao khung canh thoi
xwa, ldy dic lam trong, dat dic trén tai, thi nhirng
1é 4y khong phai hoan toan vé can ct. Mac dau cha
ong ta hét sttc dé cao dic hanh trong cach gido
duc va kén chon nguwoi ra 1am “phu mau” dan, trén
thuc té€ s6 tham quan vin nhiéu hon s6 nhitng 6ng

quan liém chinh, nhung du it vAn con hon khéng.

Chatenay-Malabry, thang 6, 1990
(Vdn Hoc, s6 7, thang 11, 1990)

Chu thich
(1) - Pai Nam Dién Lé; dich gia: Nguyén Si Giac. Saigon:
Vién Pai hoc, 1962, tr. 359.
Trong Hdi ky, Paul Doumer t6 ra rit ngac nhién thiy
mot Thi sinh 80 tudi méi dé Tu tai.
*

k 3k

Poc lai Quéc Triéu Pang Khoa Luc ctia Cao Xudn Duc
(tr. 107) thi thdy chdc chdn Nguyén Dinh Chiéu ra Hué
ndm 1849 dé thi Hoi chir khéng phdi thi Hwong vi thi
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Hwong da dwoc td chirc ndm 1848. Sau ddy la chi tiét
khoa thi Hoi ndm 1849:

Tw Dirc ndm thir hai, Ky Ddu (1849),

Quan duyét quyén:

Vii Tudn

Mai Anh Tudn

Quan doc quyén:

Phan Thanh Gidn

Trwong Qudc Dung

Ldy db dau:

Dé nhi gidp Tién si xudt than D6 Duy Dé d6 Cir nhdn
ndm Mau Thdn (1848) v.v...

Theo ché téi biét thi chi c6 mét lin vao ndm 1779 chua
Trinh Sdm md&i mé Hwong Hoi thinh khoa, tike la t6 chire
thi Hwong va thi Héi ciing mét ndm. Khoa nay Nguyén
Du db Tién st xudt than, Pham Quy Thich d6 Pong Tién st
xudt thdn (Pai Viét st ky tuc bién, tr. 448).

LOI XUA XE NGUA 113



114 NGUYEN THI CHAN QUYNH



Chuong VI
Tinh Phi, Chiéu
Nghi, Lé Su, Diéu
Huyén
Nguyén Thi Du




Vi nir trang nguyén déc nhat cua ta sinh nam nao?
Vi nt Trang nguyén c6 mot khong hai cua nwéc ta
von tén 1a Nguyén Thi Du, song Vii Phwong D&, ngudi
dAu tién viét vé ba, tir thé ky thir XVIII, chi cho biét ba
ho Nguyén; Pai Nam Nhdt Théng Chi va Tran Lé Sang
chép ba tén Nguyén Thi Dué?; Bui Hanh Can dwa ra tén
Nguyén Thi Nién2; Pong Chau ngoai tén Nguyén Thi Du
con ghi thém tén Nguyén Ngoc Toan3.

I. Than thé: “Nhat kinh chiéu tam vuong”

Ba sinh quan & lang Kiét Pac, huyén Chi Linh, tinh Hai
Dwong (Bui Hanh Cin chép ba nguoi “x& Dong”).

Nim 10 tudi (D6 Nam Nguyén Trong Thuat ghila “ndm
20 tudi”) ba theo cha ti nan 1én Cao Bang, lic 4y tuy
ho Trinh da danh bai ho Mac, chiém lai kinh d6, nhuwng
long dan theo ho Mac con dong.

Ba 12 nguoi tuyét sic, lai rat thong minh, 10 tudi da biét
1am vin bai. Ong than ba tiéc tai con gai, cho cai nam
trang di hoc. Nam 17 tudi, chia Mac mé& khoa thi, si tir
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tham du rat dong, ba db thu khoa?, con chinh thay hoc
ctia ba chi d6 thi hai. C6 18 vi thiéu tai liéu, khong thay
Phan Huy Cht ghi chép nhitng khoa thi cuéi ctia nha Mac
& Cao Bang, nén khong ro dich xac ba d6 ndm nao.

Khi dv yén dai cac tAn khoa, chiia Mac thdy nhan sac va
phong cach cua ba sinh long ngo v, gan hoi va kham
pha ra ba la gai gia trai, bén nap cung phong lam Tinh
Phi (Sao Sa) ngu y khen ba vira xinh dep vira sang lang
nhuw mot vi sao. Théi xwwa phu ntr khéng dwoc phép di
thi, thAm chi dw mo6t budi binh van & nha Giam (Quéc
T& Gidm) cling khong dwoc (Pham Dinh H8, Vi Trung
Tuy Biit), ba cai trang di thi nhw thé 13 pham tdi khi
quan, nhwng chtia Mac khéng nhitng khong trirng phat
ma con nap cung, phong twéc phi, to ra rat quy trong
tai sic ba.

Nha Mac mat, ba vao rirng 4n nau, bi quan Trinh bat
duoc. Ba chdng gwom xudng dat ndi: “Cac nguoi bat
dwoc ta thi phai dwa ta dén ndp chtia clia cac nguoi,
néu vo 18 thi véi lwdi gwom ndy ta sé tw ti”. Quan Trinh
bén giai ba vé ndp chida Nghi Vwong, chia rit sung ai.

Vé gia ba xut gia di tu & chuia Vu Nong, hat Gia Lam,
14y hiéu Diéu Huyén.

Nghi Vuwong mat, con la Duwong Vwong l1én ndi ngoi,
triéu ba ra gitr chirc L& Sw ddy cung nhan, nén nguoi ta
cling goi ba 1a Lé Phi (Lé 1a danh hiéu, twéc vi 1a Chiéu
Nghi, cao nhat trong 9 bac cung tan, dwéi loai phi)S.

Ba thudng vién din nghia ly kinh st, sw tich c6 kim

ranh mach, cd hai chda Trinh déu khen nggi, trong
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vong. Cac biéu s, vian bai thi Dai khoa chua déu nho
ba khao duyét lai. Khoa Tan Mui (1631) em ho ngoai ba
1a Nguyén Minh Triét, sau d6i tén 1a Nguyén Tho Xuan,
rng ché xong bao v&i ban hiru:”"Bai cia toi viét, ca triéu
chwa dé miy ai hiéu, c6 chang chi ba chi tdi 1a ba Lé Phi
hi€éu dwoc ma thoi”. Qua nhién, bai dwa ra nhiéu dién la,
quan treong khong hiéu hét, chda hoi thi ba ly giai cian
k&, chiia cho Xuan d6 dau. (Nam 1647, Xuan lam dén
chirc T4 Thi lang bo HO, sau thang dén chirc Thwong
thw, Thiéu bao Can quan coéng, tho hon 90 tudi).

Twong truyén nha ba cé ngoi tién phan & nui Tri Ngu,
thudc kiéu dat “Nhat kinh chiéu tam vuong” (mét
gwong soi ba virong), ba tho ba doi chtia chinh &ng véi
diéu nay.

Nam 70 tudi ba xin vé lang, dung am “Dam Hoa” dé &,
lai dwoc cip cac thué trong lang lam ngu loc.

Ba mit ndm 80 tudi, ting & nui Tri Ngoi (Ngu?) lang
Kiét Pac. Ngon thap xdy trén mo goi la “Tinh Phi co
thap”, dwoc liét vao hang “Chi Linh B4t C6”, c6 khic
mudi chit trén bia: “Lé Phi sinh thong tué, nhat kinh
chiéu tam vwong”.

Trong bia “Chi Linh Bat C6” ciing ghi lai bai tho dé trén
“Tinh Phi cd thap”:

Ngoc thu chiét cao chi,

Kinh nhan lwu cé thip;

Tung c6 thi giang son,

Chi kim ky minh giap;

Hoa thao tw khai ta,
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Ngu tiéu twong vin dap;

Son sac chinh thanh hwong,

Thu thanh ha tiéu tap.

bai y: “Mot cdi tay ngoc nga vin bé canh dan qué thi
nhat khi xwa kia, nay thi trén cai kiéu dat “hinh mat
guwong” nay con lwu lai véi doi mot toa thap co. Giang
son nay tir biy 1au nay trai bao nam thang ma doi voi
cai canh c6 thap nay, chi cé hoa kia tw khai khai ta ta
cung 6ng ngw phd, chu tiéu phu khi qua téi ma cung
nhau tro chuyén ma thoéi. Pang khi ta viéng canh nh&
ngudi, ndi non xanh ngat mot mau, bong dau xao xat
tiéng gio thu, giuc long khach thwong kim ty tich”.

Bai tho ndy do Nguyén Trong Thuat sao chép lai (Nam
Phong s6 161, 1931) khi 4y c6 thap khong con diu vét,
duy chi c6 mot ngéi chuia nhé (am?) lang Kiét Pac con
tho twong ba. Trén ban c6 birc hoanh dé hai chir “Hoa
Am” va mét do6i cau doi:

Gidp khoa tién chiém Cao Binh bdng,

Dai but do truyén bdt cé bi.

Lai c6 mot cai bia do chda Trinh (Dwong Vwong?) tang
phong 12 “Chinh vwong phu Thi ndi cung tin dic 140 Lé
Sw”. Chua cap rudng hwong hoa dé tho ba.

Sw tich ba con ghi trong Chi Linh phong thd ky. Lang
Kiét Pac tho ba lam than.

Il - Su nghiép van chuong

Ba gidi cA Han vin 14n qudc Am, sang tac nhiéuy, tiéc
rang ngay tir thé ky XVIII da bi that lac gan hét (theo
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Vi Phwong D8). Van tho ba c6 tiéng la hay, song nhirng
cau con dwoc lwu truyén lai khdong may xuit sac, nhwng
cling xin chép ra dé khai that lac:

Ba c6 soan mot tap Gia Ky® bang quéc Am, van van, ghi
chép viéc riéng cia minh. Pay la cdm nghi & doc dwong
khi l4nh nan 1én Cao Bang:

banh thay la ké c6 minh,

Che trén dd cé troi xanh phu tri.

Ba lai tw vi minh véi Bac Thi, vor Han Cao t6, c6 tiéng la
ngudoi hién dirc:

Hiém vi mot chiit ddo dién,

Song le Bac Thi vén duyén Hdn hoang.”

Ba xwng la nguwoi hién cling khéng ngoa: trong lang c6
nguoi lam hai anh ba, nhwng khi vinh hién, ba khong
thém ciy quyén thé dé tra thu, ai cling khen phuc ba
la ngwoi do lwgng. Nguwoi dy sau hét long phung sw ba.

Tw xét vé vin tai minh ba viét:

Ni¥ nhi dit ding cé thi8,

Atla tay thiép kém gi Trang nguyén?

Né&u qua ba thi d6 ndm 17 tudi, thi hai cAu nay chic
viét khi con tré 1am, vi mot khi chinh minh da dé Trang
roi thi khong con ly do gi dé so sanh “kém gi Trang
nguyén” nira?

Trong lang c6 cdu &m choc gheo, ba ghét:

Sd gi vang dd hon hao,

Thodng dem cdnh phwong bay cao Thach thanh®

Ba con lap cho hoc tro Chi Linh moét Van Ho6i, ngay

ram, méng mat, hop tai nha the ho ba & lang Kiét Pac,
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doi dau bai cia ba & kinh cho chay ngwa tram dem vé.
Riéng sw kién nay cling chirng t6 chia Trinh quy trong
ba ldm m&i cho dung ngwa tram 1a cta cong dé phuc vu
riéng cho hoc tro cua ba & huyén Chi Linh. Bai lam xong
dong hom gii vé kinh, ba chdm roi gii tra. Ba lai xuit
tién cho nguwoi tredng ho chu bién com nwéc cho si ti
hom lam bai. Van hoc Chi Linh Thinh la nho c6ng khong

nhé cua ba.

lll - Hai bai tinh d6: Ba sinh nam nao va lay
chua Mac nao?

St sach cua ta it quan tAm t&i tiéu st cac tac gia, riéng
d6i véi phu nit cang té ra mo hd dén ndi mot vi nix
Trang nguyén c6 mot khong hai ciia ta ma sinh nam
nao, mat nam nao, 1y chiia Mac nao ciing khong ai hay,
danh phai phong doan. Nhirng sw kién khién ta c6 thé
dwa vao dé wéc tinh 1a:

N3m 10/20 tudi ba 1én Cao Bang lanh nan roi cai trang
di hoc. Nam 17 tudi thi dd Trang nguyén, 14y chtia Mac,
sau lai tho hai chtia Trinh Nghi Vwong (1623-57) va
Trinh Dwong Vwong (1657-82). Nam Tan Mui (1631)
ba chdm thi cho Nguyén Tho Xuan dd dau. 70 tudi vé
lang dwng am “Dam Hoa”. Mat ndm 80 tudi.

T4t ca nhitng chi tiét nay chi c6 chuyén Nguyén Tho
Xuan d6 dau nam 1631 con dwoc xac nhan trong Lich
Triéu Hién Chwong, Khoa Muc Chi.

DE tién viéc phong tinh, ching ta cin 6n lai so qua

quang lich st cudi thoi nha Mac:
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1592

- Mac Miu Hop thua quan Trinh, chay tron & huyén
Kim Thanh (Hai Dwong), roi bi bat va bi chém & Thing
Long.

-Luc 4y 1ong dan viing Dong Bac (Hai Dwong, Kinh Bic
V.v...) con quy phu nha Mac. Dv dang nha Mac néi 1én
khap noi, tir song Nhi ha tré 1én mién Bic khoi ltra lién
mién, gidc cwdp khong yén, dan mit mua, déi kém.

-Mac Kinh Chi chiém DPéng Triéu, Thanh Lam, xung
hiéu Bao Dinh ro6i Khanh Hwu & Chi Linh. 1593 Mac
Kinh Chi bi chém & bén Théao Tan (Bén Co, Thang Long).

-Mac Kinh Dung, con Kinh Chi, gitt Thai Nguyén, xung
Uy Vwong, 1598 bi that ¢6 & cho cira Pong (Thang
Long).

-Mac Kinh Chwong chiém Thién Thi. 1596 bi giét...

1593

-Mac Kinh Cung xwng dé hiéu Can Thong, gitr chidu Yén
Bac & Lang Son.

-Nha Lé khoi phuc Thang Long, vua Lé Thé Téng vé
kinh su.

1598

-Thang 12, Mac Kinh Cung thua chay sang Tau tir 1594,
dwoc nha Minh gitp ép Trinh Tung cho Kinh Cung trin
& Cao Bang.

1600

-Bon Phan Ngan, Bui van Khué lam phan theo vé nha
Mac, vua phai lanh di Thanh Hoa.

-Mac Kinh Cung dwoc Bui Thi, me Mac Mau Hop, don
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vé chiém Pong Kinh (Thing Long) din theo vai van.
Thang 12, thua quan Trinh Tung, chay sang Kim Thanh.

1601

-Mac Kinh Cung lai thua, bé Kim Thanh, trén 1én Lang
Son.

-Ving Hai Dwong, Son Nam, Son Tay, Kinh Bac binh
dinh.

1609

-Mac Kinh Cung chiém Lang Son r6i quiy roi Thai
Nguyén, sau thua quan Trinh phai chay vao hang dong
an nau.

1613

-Trinh Trang dep xong Yén Quang, di kinh ly viing nay.

1616 -Mac Kinh Cung nhwdong ngoéi cho Mac Kinh Kho-
an (Bién Nién Lich Str C6 Trung Pai) (Theo Lé Quy Pon
thi mai dén 1621/23 Mac Kinh Khoan mé&i tiém ngoi).

1618 -Mac Kinh Khoan chiém Théi Nguyén, Cao Bang,
thua quan Trinh Trang, chay tron. 1621-23 -Mac Kinh
Khoan xung Khanh Vwong, hiéu Long Thai, cung Kinh
Cung chiém gitr Cao Bang, nhung biét 1ap (theo Lé Quy
bon).

1623

-Trinh Trang lén ngoi, phai dep du dang cta em la
Trinh Xuén, vé dong & Thanh Hoa.

-Mac Kinh Khoan thira co kéo quan dén Gia LAm, dom
doé kinh sw, nguwoi theo hang van, bi Trinh Trang danh
tan phai chay vé Cao Bing

1625
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-Mac Kinh Cung bi diét. Mac Kinh Khoan xin lam phién
trdn, triéu dinh thuidn nhwng bat bo dé hiéu.

1638

- Mac Kinh Khoan mét, con la Kinh Vii 1én ngoi, lai xwng
dé hiéu Thuin Dirc.

1657

-Trinh Trang mat, dwgc truy phong Nghi Vwong. Con la
Trinh Tac (Dwong Vwong) 1én ndi ngéi.

1667

-Mac Kinh Vii thua quan Trinh Tac, chay trén sang Tiéu
Tran Yén cia nha Thanh.

1669

-Nha Thanh bat Trinh Tac tra lai 4 chau & Cao Bang cho
Mac Kinh Vi.

1677

- Mac Kinh Vii theo Ng6 Tam Qué chdng lai nha Thanh.
Qué mét, triéu dinh giri thw cho nha Thanh ké tdi Kinh
Vii. Khi Kinh Vii thua quan Dinh van Ta chay sang Long
ChAu, nha Thanh bit giao trd ho Trinh. Nha Mac dén
day mai dat.

A/ Cau hoi thir nhit: Ba sinh nam nao?

a) So6m nhdt vao ndm 1589

Maii dén thang 12 ndm 1598, Mac Kinh Cung méi dua
thé& nha Minh, dwoc vé trdn déng & Cao Bang. Gia dinh
ba chi c6 thé di cw 1én Cao Bang sém nhat vao nam sau
(1599), khi &y ba m&i 10 tudi:

1599 -10=1589

b) Muén nhdt vao ndm 1591
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- Ba chi pho hai chuia Trinh thi mu6n nhit phai mat
cung nam v&i Trinh Tac (1657-82), néu mit sau 1682
thi thanh “nht kinh chiéu t& vweong” chit khong phai
“tam vwong” nira. Néu ba mit vao nam 1682, tho 80
tudi, thi ba sinh mudn nhit vao nam:

1682 -80=1602

10 tudi theo cha 1én Cao Bang tirc 1a vao nam:

1602 +10=1612

Khi &y Hai Dwong, qué ba, da binh dinh tir 1601, thi gia
dinh ba con chay 1én Cao Bang lam gi? T4t nhién khong
phai ba sinh nam 1602.

- Gia dinh ba chay 1én Cao Biang mudn nhat phai vao
didu nam 1601, ngay trwéc khi Hai Dwong binh yén,
nhu viy ba sinh mudn nhat vao nam:

1601-10=1591

c¢) Ba sinh ndm 1590

Nguyén Trong Thuit viét:"Nam 20 tudi, nha Lé khoi
phuc Thang Long, ba theo cha 1én Cao Bang ... Tlr cudi
thé ky XVI dén dau thé ky XVII, nha Lé “khéi phuc”
Thang Long ba lan:

1. Nam 1593, sau khi Mac M4au Hop chét, lic 4y Mac
Kinh Cung chwa trdn déng Cao Bang, tit nhién gia dinh
ba khong chay 1én Cao Bang, 1én v&i ai?

2. Nam 1623, Nghi Vwong Trinh Trang m&i 1én ngoi,
dang lo diét dv dang Trinh Xuln, kinh thanh réi loan,
phai bo vé Thanh Hoa. Mac Kinh Khoan nhan co hoi tién
quan dén Gia LAm, dom do kinh sw, nhwng moét thang

sau bai tran, bé chay vé Cao Bang, quan Trinh chiém
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lai Thang Long. Néu khi 4y ba 20 tudi, thi ba sinh nam:

1623 -20=1603

Tho 80 tudi, tirc 12 ba mit ndm 1683, sau Duwong
Vwong mot nam, treong hop nay lai roi vao canh “nhit
kinh chiéu t&r virong”, khdng 6n.

3.Nam 1600, bon Phan Ngan, Bui van Khué lam phan,
theo nha Mac, vua Lé phai lanh vé Thanh Hoa, Mac Kinh
Cung toan chiém gitr Thing Long, nhung thua quéin
Trinh, phai chay dén Kim Thanh, r6i 1én Lang Son. Néu
nam 4y ba 20 tu6i thi ba sinh:

1600 - 20 = 1580

Cho la ba 14y Nghi Vwong ngay khi m&i 1én lam chua
(1623) thi luc 4y ba da:

1623 - 1580 = 43 tudi

e gia qua, chic chua Trinh khong nap cung.

Co6 18 Nguyén Trong Thuit so y viét nhdm 10 tudi
thanh 20 tudi, vi cac sach khac déu ghi ba 1én Cao Bang
ndm 10 tudi. Néu ba 1én Cao Bang ndm 10 tudi thi ba
sinh nam:

1600 - 10 =1590

Kiém chirng lai:

Néu qua ba sinh ndm 1590 thi truwdc hét khong phan
vGi thuyét trinh bay trén diy cho ba sinh sém nhit nam
1589, mudn nhit ndm 1591. Nhirng chi tiét khac ciling
déu pht hop:

1600, Ba 10 tudi, 1én Cao Bang. Khi 4y nha Lé vira khoi
phuc Thang Long, Hai Dwong chwa binh dinh, ma Mac

Kinh Cung thi d3 trdn déng Cao Bang dwoc hon mot

126 NGUYEN THI CHAN QUYNH



nam, dud thi gio 6n dinh tinh thé, 1ai c6 nha Minh ting ho
dang sau, 1ong dan con quy phuc nha Mac, gia dinh ba
chay 1én Cao Bang la phai.

1607, Ba 17 tudi, da 1én Cao Bang va cai trang di hoc
dwoc 7 nam, da stic di thi. Mac Kinh Cung chiém gitr
Cao Bang dwoc 9 ndm, du thi gior t6 chirc khoa ct.

1609 , Mac Kinh Cung thua quan Trinh phai chay vao
hang dong 4n nau, tit ba ciing chay theo, cho nén quéin
Trinh mé&i bat dwoc ba & trong rirng, nhung khong rd
vao nam nao. Trinh Trang mai dén ndm 1623 md&i chinh
thirc lam chia, va dén khi chét (1657) méi dwoc truy
phong lam Nghi Vuong. Cau “quin dem ba vé ndp chda
Trinh Nghi Vwong..’rit t6i nghia. Néu qua ba bi bat khi
Trinh Trang mé&i lén 1am chda (1623) thi lac 4y ba vira
33 tudi, ké ra cling con tré, ¢ thé dwoc nap cung. Chi sor
ba bi bt tir trueérc, quan dem vé ndp khong phai cho chia
Trinh Tung, ma 1a nép cho Trinh Trang, ltc 4y 1a Thanh
quan cong, tuy chwa lam chda nhung tir 1612 da thong
lanh quan doi di dep ho Mac may lan, Trang la ngwoi sau
nay sé lam chta va dugc phong twdc Nghi Veong.

1631, Ba 41 tudi, du gia dan dé khao duyét lai cac bai
van thi Dai khoa, Nguyén Tho Xuan nhdr ba duoc db dau.

1670, Ba mit nam 80 tudi, trwéc Dwong Vwong Trinh
Tac 12 nam, hop cau “nhat kinh chiéu tam vwong”.

B. - Cau héi thi hai: Ba 14y chtia Mac nao?

Ba chi c6 thé 1dy mot trong ba chtia Mac da chiém giir
Cao Bing la:

- Mac Kinh Cung, con Kinh Dién, Dién la chau goi Mac
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biang Dung bang ong,

- Mac Kinh Khoan, chau goi Kinh Cung bang chu,va la
cha cua Kinh Vi,

- Mac Kinh V4, cling goi 1a Kinh Hoan, la con cta Kinh
Khoan.

a) Ba khdng thé ldy Mac Kinh Vi (1638-77)

Mii dén 1638 Kinh Vi méi 1én ngbdi ma 1631 ba da
theo vé chtia Trinh va chdm thi & Thing Long, tit nhién
khong phai Vii cho ba d6 Trang, va ba tit khong 13y Vil

b) Ba ciing khéng thé ldy Mac Kinh Khoan

(1616/21/23-38)

- Cho 1a ba 14y Kinh Khoan tir khi Khoan méi 1én Cao
Bang (1616) va tb chitc thi cr ngay, thi ndm 4y ba da:

1616 - 1590 = 26 tudi

26 tudi mai thi dd thi khong 14y gi lam sém ddi véi mot
nguwoi noi tiéng la théng minh xuit ching; 26 tudi méi
xudt gia thi lai cang khong s¢m ddi véi mot phu nir thoi
xwra, thir nhit lai [a mot nguwoi rat dep, cang vo ly.

- N&u 17 tudi ba thi db va ldy chtia Mac, tat phai vao
nam:

1590 + 17 =1607

Khi 4y Mac Kinh Khoan chwa 1én Cao Bang va c6 thé
cling chwa chinh thirc 1én ng6i. Theo Lé Quy DPon, sau
khi Mac Mau Hop chét, Kinh Khoan con 14n quit trén 20
nam & vung Pai T, Vi Nhai, réi mai 1én Cao Bang. Bién
Nién Lich Str C6 Trung Pai chép:"nam 1616 Kinh Cung
nhwong ngdi cho con la Kinh Khoan” tinh ra cling trén

20 nam sau khi Mac Mau Hop bi chém & Thang Long.
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Néu 1616 Khoan m¢i 1én Cao Bang thi tit nhién Khoan
khong phai 1a ngudi cho ba dd Trang, va ba cling khong
14y Khoan.

c) Ba chi c6 thé 14y Mac Kinh Cung néu ba thi do va
14y chia Mac & Cao Bang ndm 1607, khi 4y Kinh Khoan
chwa 1én Cao Bang, va Kinh Vil chwa 1én ngoi.

Cau “nha Mac mat, ba theo vé chta Trinh Nghi Vuwong”
khoéng dung, phai stra lai 1a: “Mac Kinh Cung bai tran,
ba trén theo vao rirng, bi quan Trinh bat, ndp cho Trinh
Trang (sau nay lam chua va khi chét dwoc phong twéc
Nghi Virong). Nha Mac chi “mat” véi Mac Kinh Vi

Sau day la bang tém tit nhirng nim dang ghi nh&
trong doi ba (néu c6 1am, chic cling chi xé dich khoang
10 nam):

1590, Sinh & lang Kiét bac.

1600, 10 tudi, 1én Cao Bang ti nan.

(1607), 17 tudi thi d6, 14y Mac Kinh Cung (c6 thé thi
d6 18y Mac Kinh Cung mu6n hon may nim).

(1623), 33 tudi, lay Trinh Trang (c6 thé 14y tir trwdc).

(1631), 41 tudi, chdm thi & Thang Long, cho Nguyén
Tho Xuan d6 dau.

1660,70 tudi vé lang, dwung am “Pam Hoa” dé o.

1670, Mit nam 80, tang & nui Tri Ngw, lang Kiét Dac.

Chatenay-Malabry thang 5, 1990
(Vdn hoc, s6 53-54, thang 7 & 8, 1990)

Chu thich:
(1) - Tran Lé Sang, Phung Khac Hoan, tr. 30.
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(2) - Bui Hanh Can, Lé Quy Bon, tr. 159.

Str Ky Toan Thur IV, 189 chép Nguyén Thi Nién la vo Bui van Khué, vi
co chi lay Mac Mau Hop, thuong ra vao trong cung. Hop thay dep,
muu giét Khué dé toan chiém.

(8) - Dong Chau, Nam Phong s6 24. Co thé tén nay do chua Trinh dat
cho, vi cac cung tan cta vua Lé, chua Trinh, tén dém cht “Ngoc”.
(4) - Cac sach déu chép ba dé thu khoa, mét vai chd noéi ba do
Trang nguyén, khong ro do la su thuc hay thay néi dé thu khoa
voi cho ngay la phai d6 Trang? Nha Nguyén co |é khong lay ai do
Trang nguyén, song nha Mac hau nhu khoa nao cung lay nguoi dé
Trang, nén toi cung dé ba dé Trang cho thich hop vai truyén théng
nha Mac.

(5) - Dai Nam Nhat Théng Chi chép:”Vua Lé triéu vao day cung nu,
phong cho tudc hiéu la Nghi Ai quan”.

(6) -. Theo Vu Phuong Dé thi dén thé ky 18, van tho ba da thét lac
gan hét. Nguyén Trong Thuat viét trong Nam Phong s6 161: “Sach
nay (Gia ky) con truyén dén gan day maéi méat” khong ro tac gia co
bang chung hay chi chép theo ho Vi ma quén rang véi ho Vu thi
“gan day” co nghia la thé ky thu XVIII, con véi ho Nguyén thi “gan
day” co nghia la dau thé ky thu XX?

(7) - Co ban cheép:

Kém vi mot chut dao dién,

Song le Bac Thi vén duyén Han than.

(8) - Co ban chep:

N nhi du dang c6 ray

(9) - Co ban cheép:

Gian loai vang da hén hao

Nguyén Trong Thuat ké la “mét 6ng quan trong lang dén hoi, ba
gian, viét cau nay”. Thiét tudng néu 6ng quan dén hdi la co du nghi
I&, néu ba khong thuan thi thoi, cd sao lai ghép cho nguoi ta toi “hdn
hao”? Thuyét “cau &m choc gheo” hop ly hon.

Sach tham khao:
- Bién Nién Lich Str C6 Trung Dai, Ha Noi: Khoa Hoc Xa
Hoi, 1987.
- Bui Hanh Cén, Lé Quy Pdn, Ha Noi: Vin Ho4, 1985.
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- bai Nam Nhdt Théng Chi, 111, tr. 437, Ha Noi: Khoa
Hoc Xa Héi, 1971.

- D6 Nam (Nguyén Trong Thuat), “Ba Sao Sa, Nit Trang
nguyén”, Nam Phong s6 161, 9-1931, tr. 342-4.

- Pong ChAu (Nguyén Hiru Tién), “Ba L& Phi Nguyén
Thi”, Nam Phong s6 24, 6-1919, tr. 501-2.

- Kham binh Viét St Théng Giam Cwong Muc, XV & XVI,
Ha Noi: Vin St Dia, 1957.

- Lé Quy Pon, Dai Viét Théng S, Ha Noi: Khoa Hoc Xa
Hoi, 1978.

- Ng6 Si Lién, Dai Viét Str Ky Toan Thu, 1V, Ha N§i: Khoa
Hoc Xa Hoi, 1968.

- Nguyén Ba Trac, Hoang Viét Gidp Ty Nién Biéu, Sai-
gon: Bd Quoc Gia Gido Duc, 1963.

- Phan Huy Chu, Ljch Triéu Hién Chwong, Khoa Muc
Chi, Ha Ni: St Hoc, 1961.

- Quynh Co, Mai Qudc Lién, Van Phac, Chuyén Hay Str
Cii, Ha Noi: Thanh Nién, tr. 24-6, 1989.

- Tran Lé Sang, Phung Khdc Hoan, Ha Noi: 1985.

- Tran Trong Kim, Viét Nam St Lwgrc, Saigon: Tan Viét,
1953.

- Vii Phwong Dé, Céng Dw Tiép Ky, Saigon: B6 Qudc Gia
Gi4o Duc, Dich gia: Nguyén Dinh Diém.

Tap III, tr. 118-22 “Lé phi sinh thong tué..”

Tap 111, tr. 34-41 “Nguyén Coéng Tho Xuan”

*

* %

Bai nay viét ndam 1990, dén 1993 tbi dwoc doc “Ba Tién
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si thoi Mac” (Nhirng ba gido thoi xwa, Ha Noi: Phu ni,
1988) ctia P6 Thi Hdo cho biét ba Nguyén Thi Dué db
Tién si & Cao Bdng thoi Mac Kinh Cung, khoa Binh Thin
(1616). Chinh ra Chi Linh Phong Vat Chi chép ba Dué db
ndm Mdu Thin, tirc la 1628 hay 1688, song theo D6 Thi
Hdo thi c6 1é Mdu Thin khdng ding vi tir 1628 dén 1644
qudn Trinh khong ddnh nhau véi qudan Mac trdn nao, ma
ndam 1631 thi ba Dué da & Thang Long cho Nguyén Minh
Triét d6 Tién si, cé 1é vi thé, dwa vao chir “Thin” D6 Thi
Hdo da déi Mdu Thin sang Binh Thin?

C6 diéu khong én la tir 1609, Mac Kinh Cung da thua
qudn Trinh phdi chay vao hang ddng dn ndu. Viéc ba
chay trén theo vao rieng roi bi qudn Trinh bdat ndp Trinh
Trdng chirng té khi dy ba dd thanh hén véi Kinh Cung,
tikc la ba dé db Trang tir trudc.

Néu Bién Nién Lich Str C6 Trung DPai chép ding thi
1616 Mac Kinh Cung nhwong ngéi cho Kinh Khoan, thé
thi con td chirc thi ctr kén ngwoi lam gi?

Chir “Thin” chwa chdc la diing, nay ta thir cdn civ vao
chiv “Mdu”va d6i Mdu Thin sang Mdu Thdn (1608) thi
thdy né khéng xa véi thoi diém téi tinh la mdy (1607).
Tuy nhién, vi dwa vao Chuyén Hay St Cii, néi ba dé ndm
17 tudi (xét ra cé ly bdi ba rdt thong minh), nhwng lai
la dé 6. Thing Long va vao cudi thoi nha Mac (1527-
1592) cho nén téi dd de ddt ddt (1607) trong ngodc don,
c6 nghia la c6 thé mudén hon mdy ndm.

Ngoai ra ba Bé Thi Hdo con cho biét thdy hoc ctia ba Du

ho Cao va cdu “nhdt kinh chiéu tam vwong” con cé thé
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hiéu la ba Du séng dwéi triéu ba vi vua Lé, tirc la:

Lé Than téng:1619-42 roi 1649-62

Lé Chdn téng:1643-48

Lé Huyén tong: 1663-71

Hodc trdi qua ba doi chia Trinh:

Trinh Trdng: 1623-57

Trinh Tac: 1657-82

Trinh Cdn: 1682-1709

Hodc ba vwong triéu, tirc la triéu nha Lé, triéu nha Mac
va cd triéu cdc chia Trinh nira.

Trwdce hét, “chiéu tam vwong” ma hiéu la “tam vwong
triéu” thi cd 1€ hoi guwong ép.

Con ndi ba “séng’, véi nghia “phuc vu” dwdi triéu ba vua
Lé Thdn téng, Chdn téng, Huyén tdng thi c6 thé dwoc vi
cdng cd ba doi vua la:

1671-1619 = 52 ndm.

Ta dd biét ba tho 80 tudi, vdy thi 28 ndm con lai gom 18
ndm ddu doi khi ba con di hoc va 10 ndm cudi doi khi ba
di tu, khong phuc vu ai cd.

Vé cdc chia Trinh néu ké ba séng dwéi Trinh Cdn e
khéng én vi Trinh Cdn 1én ng6i ndm 1682, cho la ba chi
phuc vu Cdn ¢6 mét nam roi di tu thi ba mdt nam:

1682 +10=1692

Va sinh ndm:

1692 -80=1612

Vay thi lam thé nao dé ndm 1608 (theo téi tinh) hay
1616 (theo ba Hdo tinh) dwoc? Ba phdi séng dwdi thoi
Trinh Tung (1571-1623) va Trinh Trdng, Trinh Tac méi
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hop ly.
Suy nghf ky, téi van thdy “tam vwong” tré vao Mac Kinh

Cung, Trinh Trdng va Trinh Tac diing hon cd.
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Chuong VI
Khoa cuthoi Hau Lé
dudi mat
Samuel Baron




Samuel Baron la ai?

S. Baron 1a mot ngudi Hoa Lan lai Bac ky, c6 18 sinh tai
“Ca Cho” (= Ké cho, tirc Thang Long). Cha la dai dién
cho cong ty An Do ctia Hoa Lan & Bic vao nim 1663,
nhuwng c6 thé da sdng & diy tir trwde. Lon 1én, S. Baron
ndi nghiép nha, ciing 1am cho céng ty An P6 ciia Hoa
Lan, sau chuyén sang 1am cho cong ty An ctia Anh, nhap
tich dan Anh, va cu6i cing b6 di budn riéng quanh viung
bong Nam A. Nim 1678, 1680 va 1682 co tré vé “Ca
Cho”. Trong sach, S. Baron cong nhan minh da sinh ra &
Bac ky va viét cudn nay co y gi¢i thiéu Dang Ngoai voi
ngudi Anh, do d6 da dé cap dén du ca moi vin dé: s ky,
dia dw, dan tdc, phong tuc, chinh sy, y hoc, v.v...

Thoat méi tim thay birc hoa, t6i rat vui mirng tin twdng
& 6c quan sat cung cach ghi chép ti mi va chinh xac ctia
ngwdi Au. Tuy chi c6 mot nira dong mau Au trong huyét
quan, nhwng cach trinh bay cudn sach té ra S. Baron da
chiu anh hwdng rd rét ctia nén van hoa Tay phwong.

Nhuwng sau khi ngdm k§y birc hoa, toi thiy c6 1& nén de
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dat, vi n6 khéng pht hop véi nhirng diéu toi doc trong
“Nghi thitc thi DPinh” ctia Phan Huy Chi'. Phan Huy Chi
tuy chi dd T4 tai, song 1a con Tién si Phan Huy Ich, mét
nguoi da tirng dy thi Pinh thoi Hau Lé, Phan Huy Chua
lai viét sach nghién ctru vé Khoa ctr & Viét Nam, con S.
Baron chi 1a mot nha bu6n va la mot ngwai lai, chiu anh
hwdng Tay phwong nhiéu hon, nén téi cho sy hiéu biét
vé Khoa ctr ciia S. Baron chi ¢6 gi¢i han va tin Phan Huy
Chu hon.

DE tién viéc so sanh, tbi xin luc dang ca birc hoa cia S.
Baron va bai “Nghi thirc thi Pinh” cia Phan Huy Chu:

Nghi thuc thi dinh

“Sang sbm hom 4y, Thwong thiét ty dat ngai vua &
chinh gitra dién Kinh Thién, diat hwong an va ban &
trudc ngy toa, dat ngu toa ciia Chia & bén ngu toa cia
Vua. Thira du cuc dat ban & hai bén t4, hiru sin réng, dé
quyén thi, bit va nghién muc & trén ban. Cac quan bé
diéu, Tri cdng ctt, Giam thi chia nhau ding & hai bén
cac ban dé quyén thi. Nhan vién hai vé Cdm y, Kim ngd
bay 18u thi2 va quyén thi & hai bén san rong. Mot vién
L& quan (dung quan L& bd), mot vién Tuyén ché sach
(dung quan Péng cac) dirng & bén ta san rong (hwéng
vé bén htru), mét vién Nghi ché ty (drng & bén hiru san
rong huwdng vé bén ta), hai vién Tudn xwdc (IAm thoi
dwoc sai) dirng & hai bén ta hitu san rong (hwéng vé
phia Bic). Quan linh céc ty vé cim co xi theo nghi thitc.

H6i trong nghiém dau, cac dai than vin vo tién vao chiu,
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ai nay déu mang pham phuc dirng sap hang & ngoai ctra
Poan moén. Hoi tréng nghiém thi hai, reéc ngw giad Vua
dén dién Kinh Thién, ru¢c Chta ngw 1én dién (hoi vé
phia Pong). Tw ban dan cac dai thin dAu ban va cic
quan vin vo vao dirng hdu & hai bén san rong (hwéng
vé phia Bic). Vua doi mii xung thién mic 4o bao vang,
dai ngoc, 1én ngoi ngw toa. Chia doi mii xung thién, mac
40 bao tia, dai ngoc, 1én ngdi ngy toa. Vit roi3. CAp mén
xwdéng:"Bai ban, ban té, cic cung bai (ndam lay, ba vai),
hung, binh than”. Cac quan chia ban dirng hau. Lé quan
vao gitra ngw dao quy xudng. Hai vién Tw ban dan cac si
nhan vao giita ngw dao, dirng sdp hang hai bén. Xwdng:
“Quy”. Cac sinhan déu quy. Lé quan tiu: “Nhirng si nhan
trang thirc ky thi H6i nay la bao nhiéu nguwoi, tén la gi,
vang vao Dién thi”. TAu xong lui ra dirng chd cii. Tw ban
xwdng: “Khiu dau”. Cac quan Dé diéu, Tri cong ctr, Gidm
thi dwa quyén thi, but, nghién, mwc cho si nhan xong, lai
lui ra ding chd cii. Quan Tuyén ché dén gitta ngu dao
quy tau: “TAu truyén ché”. Réi pht phuc, van quy. Quan
Tw 1€ giam dem to ché sach giao cho quan Tuyén ché,
vién nay nhin 14y ché sach roi dirng dy, lui ra ding
twa vé phia Déng sin rong. Poc xong, quan Tuyén ché
lai dem ché sach dén giita ngw dao quy xuéng dang lai
cho quan Tw 1& gidm nhan 14y, roi quan Tuyén ché lui ra
ding chd cii. Quan Tuin xwéc dan cac s nhan ra ngdi &
18u thi @. Nghi ché ty dén gitra ngw dao quy tau: “Lé tat”.
Lai rut voi. Vua vé cung. Chua vé néi phu. Cac dai thian
van vo déu lui ra”l.
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Can c& vao Phan Huy Chd va nhirng bai viét vé thi Pinh
thoi nha Nguyén - vi Khoa ctr dwédi triéu Nguyén td chirc
theo khudn mAu nha Hau Lé&4 - tdi thdy c6 1& S. Baron da
sai lam & nhitng diém nay:

A.- Vé birc hoa

1) Vua Lé, Chiia Trinh.Tranh vé vua Lé ng6i chirng kién
thi Pinh, nhwng lai ngdéi mot minh, vy thi chtia Trinh di
dau? Tir 1664, Trinh Tac d dit chd ngdi ctia Chtia & bén
ta ngai Vua thanh 1é réi. Thi Pinh lai 1a mot chuyén t6i
quan trong: kén nhan tai gidp nwéc, chon nguwdi phu ta
dac lwc cho minh chinh 1a & ddy. Nam 1736, Trinh Giang
con cho thi Tién si ngay trong Phu dwong, tw chdm bai
an dinh cao thip, bai thi & Dién bé di khéng dwa cho Vua
chdm (Cwong Muc XVII, 30) thi doi nao chda Trinh lai
chiu dé vua L& mét minh tw do kén chon nguoi tai gioi dé
thém vay canh chéng lai Soai phu?

Tuy tranh vé béd quén chua Trinh, nhwng trong sach S.
Baron viét ro Vua va Chua chirng kién hai ngay thi dau,
nhirng ngay sau dé cho cac quan Thwong thw dai dién.

2) Canh phong. Ngim tranh ta c6 cdm twéng Vua ngoi
dé suét ca ngay, trong khi Phan Huy Chu viét sau khi
1am 18 khai mac xong, Vua Chda déu rut ngay vé cung,
cac quan ciing ndi got ra vé. Tuy Phan Huy Chu khong
ndi rd, song cac si nhan chi lam bai sau khi tt ca cac
quan rat lui, chi dé lai hai 6ng quan vo Tuan la, Tuan
xwdc ngodi canh, tiéng la quan to nhwng khong da chir
nghia dé “ga” cac si nhan. Vi khong hiéu dung y nay nén

S. Baron méi cho hai 6ng quan ngoi canh la 6ng Tuncy
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(Tién si) va vé trong khi Vua Lé con ng6i so s¢ ra d, cac
si nhan da cam cui viét bai !

3) Léu hay chiéu? Theo S. Baron, cac c6ng si ng6i thi
ngay trén sin rong moi ngwoi trong mot cai léu bang
gong tre cang vai.

“Nghi thirc thi Pinh”, trong ban dich cua Ha Noi, cling
néi cac sinhan “ra ngbi 1éu thi”.

Tbi thiy diéu nay can phai kiém tra lai vi da goi l1a thi
Pinh, hay Dién thi, tirc 1a thi trong cung cta Vua thi con
gl can dén “léu” nita? Thi Pinh thdi nha Nguyén chic
chdn khong c6 1éu, cac cdng si di thi chi mang mi 4o,
hia hot - vi dwoc coi 1a da lam quan nén khi thi phai
mac 4o thung ngoi viét - con cac thirc khac nhu gidy,
muc, yén, trap, chiéu ngoi cho chi d6 an, thirc uéng déu
do Vua ban®.

Ng6 T4t TG ta thi Dinh dién ra & Ta vu va Hiru vu dién
Can Chinh. Yén (ban) va chiéu da dugc bd Lé dwa vao
bay tir chiéu hom trudc. Cac céng si tuy c6 quy & san dé
linh dau bai nhwng sau d6 phai dem dau bai vé chiéu
ng6i clia minh ma viét®.

Chu Thién ta thi & dién Thai Hoa. Quan Lé bd Thwong
thw xuat ban quy trwdc sin dién xin cho 17 nguoi
Trung cach vao “Pinh d6i” (tic thi Pinh) réi nhwong
chd cho quan dan dao din 17 Nho sinh Tring cach vao
pht phuc trwéce san. Sau khi dwoc Vua truyén cho “dang
dién d6i sdch” cac Nho sinh dirng day buéc ba bwéc 1én
dién. Trén dién da c6 san 17 cai yén va 17 cai chiéu rai
khap dién. Khi Vua cho phép “khai ddc ché sach” cac
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Nho sinh mé&i cAm dau bai mé xem trong khi Vua hoi
cung va cac quan van vo ra vé chi dé lai hai 6ng quan vo
va linh canh?.

Chu Thién va Ngo Tat T4 tiéng la viét tiéu thuyét song
nhitng chi tiét vé thi ct, thé 1é cling nhw nghi thirc, déu
c6 tra ciru chir khéng bia dat. bai Nam Thwc Luc Chinh
Bién xac nhan cac cong si thoi nha Nguyén thi Dinh
khong ngoi “léu” ma 1am bai & “ban thi”:

1822 Cong silam bai & ban thi tai Ta vu va Hiru vu dién
Can Chinh.

1856 Thi Pinh & dién Kham Van: “Trwéc mot ngay, bo
L& bay ban thi, chi€u ngbi & hai nha hanh lang bén T3,
bén Hitu dién Kham Van. Ngay thi, cic Giam thi mac dai
triéu dén san dién Kham Van, vién Kinh-dan dan Céng
sivao san dién quy, ngoanh mat huwéng Bic. Vién Dang-
ta dem nhirng ban gidy vang chia cho nhirng nguwoi thi
tiép 18y gio cao 1én tran roi trao lai cho vién Dang ta,
lay ndm lay roi dén ban thi, chiéu tén minh lam van.
Cac vién Gidm thi dw viéc thi déu dén nha Hiru vu, dién
Can Chinh chuc hAu. Cac vién Tuln la, Tuan sat & lai
kiém soat. Dén hét tréng swu-khong (bat dau canh maét,
lac troi t6i) phai dem quyén thi va ban thao ndp. Quan
Tuan la thu xong mé&i mé cira cho Céng sira”8.

Robert de la Susse cho biét dién Kham Vin sau Vua
dung lam nha hoc nén lai déi ra thi & dién Can Chinh
va nhitng hanh lang dan dén Pai Cung Mon. Robert de
la Susse cling xac nhan hai vién quan & lai canh phong

déu la quan v&9.

LOI XUA XE NGUA 141



Ta thiy ro, tuy thoi, nha Nguyén c6 thé thay doi noi
thi khi & dién Can Chinh khi & dién Thai Hoa, lic & dién
Kham Van, nhwng du thi ngay trén dién, hay tai Ta vu,
Hitu vu v.v... thi chd ndo cac Cong si cling ngdi chiéu va
ban thi chir khéng ngbi 1éu.

Tuyét Huy, Tran van Gidp va Dwong Quang Ham déu
néi thi ctr nha Nguyén rap theo khudén miu nha Hau Lé,
nha Nguyén thi Pinh khong c6 1&u thi chic nha Lé cling
vay, dau thi & dién Kinh Thién hay & dién Hoi Anh10,

C6 18 S. Baron da 1an thi Hoi vai thi Dinh. Thi Hoi thoi
nha Lé cdc Cong singoiléu thit - nhw da thiy trong Tang
Thwong Ngdu Luc!! - vi thi trong trudng thi.

Con vé bai “Nghi thirc thi Dinh”, téi ngd nguwoi dich so
y da thém chir “léu” vao, chi vi n6i dén thi ctr 1a ai cling
lap tirc nghi ngay dén hai chit “1&u chéng”2.

Tém lai, khong chic S. Baron da thdy tidn mat canh thi
DPinh dé ma vé, hay nho ngudi vé cho twong tin, mic
dAiu da sinh va séng mot thoi gian & “Ca cho”. Cung dinh
12 chén thAm nghiém dé gi ai mudn ra mudn vao ciing
dwoc? Hudng chi lai 1a Iuc cé t6 chirc mét ky thi trong
dai ndm vin ménh qudc gia? Ngay nhu thi Hwong cling
phai c6 linh canh gac nghiém mat bén trong, va linh vé
trang cung voi, ngwa tuan hanh ram rip su6t ngay bén
ngoai nita la thi Pinh. S. Baron chi la mét nha buon 1€
nao lai dwgc tw do vao quan sat? Huong ho luat nha Lé
cdm ngoai quoc, du la Trwdng tiu, qua cung dién ciling
“khdng dwoc xong xao dilai” (Lé Triéu Chiéu Linh Thién

Chinh, tr. 177) vao xem thé nao dwoc?

142 NGUYEN THI CHAN QUYNH



B. - Vé Khoa ctr & Viét Nam

S. Baron thanh thwc cho biét nhitng vin dé nao khong
nam vitng déu nho ngudi ban xit c6 hoc thirc va cé tin
nhiém giang giai ho. Song c6 18 vi khong hiéu ro, hodc
khi viét chd nhé chd quén, nén da 1an 16n thi Hwong voi
thi Ho6i va thi Pinh. Theo S. Baron thi Viét Nam c6 ba
loai thi khac nhau: “loai thir nhat 14y nhitng nguoi do
“Singdo” (Sinh d6, térc Tu tai), loai thi nhi lay nhirng
ngudi dd “Hungcong” (Hwong cdng, tirc Ctr nhan) va
loai thit ba 14y nhitng ngwdi dd “Tuncy” (Tién si). Lai
chon trong dadm “Tuncy” 1dy ngwdi nao c6 kha nang ctr
vao chirc “Trangiveen” (Trang nguyén) ngang véi chirc
Gido sw hay Vién trudng”.

Chac S. Baron gi& sach TAu ra tra ciru, tin rang Viét
Nam t& chirc Khoa ctr theo khudén mau Trung Hoa,
khong biét rang & Viét Nam thoi nha Lé cling nhw thoi
nha Nguyén, Sinh do, Hwong c6ng thi chung mot khoa,
ai d6 ba trwong thi goi 1a Sinh do, db ca bén trudng
thi goi la Hwong c6ng, khong c6 18 thi Sinh d6 riéng va
Hwong cong riéng nhw & Trung Quéc12,

S. Baron twdng thi Hoi véi thi Pinh 1a mot, t6 chic
bon nam mét lan. Thi Hwong ba ndm mot 14n thi thi
Hoi ciing thé, vi thi Hoi bao gio cling dién ra ngay nim
sau khi c6 thi Hwong. Tuy cling c6 nguoi coi thi Pinh la
ky thi sau cung cda thi Hoi, t6 chirc cich nhau dé6 mot
thang, nhwng thi Hoi va thi Dinh khac nhau nhiéu ché. S.
Baron noi thi Pinh hoac & trudng thi, hodc & cung dién.

Khong thé “hoic” chd nay, “hodc” chd kia dugc. Thi Hoi
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& trwong thi, con thi Pinh phai & trong cung dién vi thi
Dinh con dwoc goi 1a Dién thi. C6 @6 thi Hoi méi dwoc
thi Dinh. Nguwoi dd thi Hoi goi 1a Tring cach, c6 bang
yét, con dd thi Dinh, 6 1é truyén L6 (= L& Xwdng Danh)
long trong va lai phan biét ba hang thi do:

a) Dé nhat giap Tién si chi c6 ba nguoi, theo thi tw tir
cao dén thap la:

Trang nguyén, BAng nhan, Tham hoa, goi chung la Tam
Khoi

b) Dé nhi gidp Tién si thuwong chi c6 mot nguwoi la
Hoang giap

c) bé tam giap Tién si, tirc Tién sT hang ba, s6 ngudi dd
khong nhit dinh.

Triéu Lé goi la “dé tam giap Pong Tién si xuat than”
hay “Phu bang”. Ta khéng nén 1an “Phu bang” clia nha
Lé, tlrc cac 6ng nghé hang ba, v&i “Pho bang” cia nha
Nguyén, chi c6 tir 1829, von 1a nhirng ngwdi dwoc diém
cao trong s6 ngwoi thi Hoi khong Tring cach. “Phé
bang” 1a nhitng ngudi hong thi Hoi cling chang khéc gi
T4 tai 12 nhitng nguwoi thi Hwong khong dd. Goi “Phé
bang” la “6ng Bang” khong dung, chirc “6ng Bang” danh
cho nhitng ngudi dd Tién si thit nhi clia hang nhit (dé
nhit gidp Tién si, dé nhi danh) chi kém c6 Trang nguyén
ma thoi. Ay 1a chwa ké dwéi triéu Nguyén, Bang nhin
tuy hang nhi song chinh 12 hang nhat b&i nha Nguyén
khong c6 18 14y ai d6 Trang nguyén'3,

Vé sach hoc, S. Baron ciing chi biét 1o mo ¢6 9 cubén

(cttukinh) nhunglan sach ciia Khéng Tir véi mon dé clia
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Khong Tt That ra sach ciia mén dé chi c6 cuén “Manh
T&” con nhirng cudn néi la cia Khdng T, trir cudn
“Xuan Thu”, ciing chi do Khéng T chdp nhit nhitng gi
nguoi doi truede da viét (Kinh Dich, Kinh Thi v.v...) hodc
do hoc tro Khong Tir ghi lai nhitng 1o thay day (Ludn
ngtt, Pai hoc v.v...)

Né6i dén dé muc cac ky thi, ta cang thiy S. Baron “h6
do”. Vi du thi Hrong S. Baron hiéu rang:

Ky 1 ¢6 5 ciu hoi, bai viét phai dung 24 to gidy

Ky 2 ¢6 3 ciu hoi, bai viét phai dung 12 to gidy

Ky 3 ¢6 2 cau hoi, bai viét dung 8 tor

Pung ra bai dai hay ngin khong phai tuy s6 ciu hoi
nhiéu hay it ma tuy dé tai. Néu l1a “kinh nghia” (gidng
giai kinh sach) hay “van sach” (ban phép tri nwéc) thi
bai viét thwong dai, phai cin dén nhiéu gidy, con “tho
pht” ngin hon, quyén thi di nhién méng hon. Nhung
“tho phd” khong nhat dinh phai thi vao ky 3, nhiéu khi
thi ngay ky 2.

S. Baron nhan xét rang vé mit khac ngudi Viét thwong
t6 ra gian tham nhwng vé thi ctr thi td chirc rat nghiém
tac, roc phach 1a mot bang chirng. Nhuwng lai gidng rang
roc phach tic la khi Thi sinh nép quyén van & trueong
phai kém theo mét to gidy riéng ké khai tén tudi, qué
quan v.v..Quyén ndp roi, cic “Tuncy” mdi roc phach.
Nhu thé 1a IAm. Trwéc mdi khoa thi Hwong chirng may
tuan, cac Thi sinh phai ghi tén bang cach ndp ba quyén
cho ba ky thi d4u, trén mat quyén phai khai tén tudi cua

ca minh va 6ng cha ba do1i, v.v... vao nhitng ché da duorc
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an dinh trwdc dé khi quyén dwa vao trueong thi cac 6ng
Dé tuyén, c6 phan su roc phach, ddnh dau roéi xé déi tor
khai, cit phan c6 tén tudi Thi sinh di, nira 4y goi la cai
phéach. Khi nao chdm xong m&i khap phach va biét tén
ngudi thi. Tién si 1a khdo quan, chi dwoc chdm quyén

khi da roc phéch, Tién si khong giir viéc roc phach.
*

k k

S. Baron khong phai la mot chuyén gia ma chi la mét
nha budn, cAm but viét dwoc d0 moi vAn dé nhw thé
khong phai 1a dé, du c6 sai lam ciing dang khen nhiéu
hon dang ché. C6 diéu khi ta doc S. Baron ciing nén dé
dit. Noi chung, sach cta S. Baron van 1a mot tai liéu
hiém quy cho ching ta, vi n6 ghi chép ti mi doi séng &
Pang ngoai thoi Hau Lé, cdng hién nhiéu chi tiét khéng
dé gi tim thdy trong st sach cua ta, ti nhw tién chi tiéu
hang nam cda vua Lé dwoc 4n dinh khoang 8000 do la,
trong khi tién thwdng mot vién Tan khoa dé thi Hwong,
ca tién mit 1an sip vai den d€ may 4o, tri gia 4 do la.
Nhitng gi qua tim hiéu biét cua S. Baron di nhién ta
phai kiém tra lai con nhirng diéu S. Baron cé dip quan
sat hang ngay thi ta c6 thé tin va khong phai la tac gia
khoéng c6 nhitng nhan dinh dic sic dang cho taluu y.

Thang 8/1991
(Vdn Hoc, thang 9, 1991)

Chu thich:
(1) - Phan Huy Chu. “Nghi thice thi Binh”, Lich Triéu Hién Chuong,
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Khoa Muc Chi, tr. 33.

(2) - Toi ngo dich gia so'y thém chir “léu” vao bai. Téi da nhiéu lan
viét thu vé Viét Nam hoi, chi duoc phuc dap moét lan, tac gia la thu
khuyén to6i nén gio Lich Triéu Hién Chuong ra ma doc. Rat mong su
chi diém cua vi nao cé ban dich & Saigon hay ban chir Han.

(3) - “Vut roi” c6 nghia la ra lénh phai yén lang trong khi cir hanh [é.
(4) - Tran van Giap, Khai Tri Tién Duc, tr. 52.

Tuyét Huy, Nam Phong, s6 5/1919.

Duong Quang Ham, Viét Nam Van Hoc Str Yéu, tr. 84.

(5) - M6i lan vua ban, du chi la mét miéng trau, cac Céng si cung
phai dung day stra mu 4o lay ta. Néu khong dung ngay cung duoc
tu do mang vé nha, ké ca khay, chén, bat, dia dung thuc an cung
dao, dda v.v...

(6) - Ngo Tat T6, Léu Chong, tr. 252-3.

(7) - Chu Thién, But Nghién, tr. 218-9.

(8) - Pai Nam Thuc Luc Chinh Bién, XXVIII, tr. 234.

(9) - Robert de la Susse, “Les Concours litteraires en Annam”, p. 13.
10. Tran Ngoc, Van Bia Ha Noi, Tap |, tr. 64.

(11) - Pham Binh HS va Nguyén An, Tang Thuong Ngéu Luc, tr. 226.
(12) - Ta thuong dich Tu tai xua cung la “bachelier”, t6i thdy khong
duoc sat lam vi no khién moi ngudi lién tudng dén mét ky thi rieng
ré nhu thi Tu tai ngay nay. Néu dich Cl nhan la “Licencié” thi nén
dich Tu tai la “Sous admissible” thich hop hon. “Sous admissibles”
la nhing nguoi thi khéng dd nhung duogc diém cao va co tén trén
bang du khuyét.

(13) - Theo lé “ngu bat 1ap” cua vua Minh Ménh dat ra thi nha
Nguyén khong phong vuong, khéng phong Té tudng, khong lap
boéng cung Thai tt, khéng lap Chanh cung Hoang hau va khong lay
ai do Trang nguyén.
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e Baron, Samuel. Description du Royaume du
Tonkin. Ban dich cua H. Deseille, khong dé xuit ban
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e Chu Thién. Biit Nghién. Saigon: D6 Chiéu tai ban,
1968.

LOI XUA XE NGUA 147



e Dwong Quang Ham. Viét Nam Vin Hoc st yéu. Sai-
gon: Bo Qudc gia Gido duc, 1968, in lan thir muoi. Fort
Smith: S6ng M¢&i tai ban.

e Dai Nam Thwc Luc Chinh Bién, ban dich cia Ha Noi,
XXVIII.

e Héduy, Philippe. Histoire de I'Indochine. La conquéte
1624-85. Paris: Henri Veyrier 1983.

e Ngo Tat T6. Léu Chéng. Ha N6i: Van Hoc tai ban, 1963.

o Nguyén Si Giac. Lé triéu chiéu linh thién chinh. Sai-
gon: Vién Pai Hoc, 1961.

 Nguyén Khic Ngit. Viét Nam ngay xwa qua cdc hoa ky
Tdy phwong. Montréal: Nhnom Nghién ctru Str Dia, 1988.

o Pham Dinh H6 & Nguyén An. Tang Thwong Ngdu Luc.
Ha Noi: Van Ho4, 1960.

e Phan Huy Ch. Lich Triéu Hién Chwong Loai Chi, Khoa
Muc Chi. Ha Noi: St Hoc, 1961.

Dich gid: D6 Mong Khwong, Trinh Pinh Ru va Cao
Huy Giu.

e Susse, Robert de la. “Les Concours littéraires en An-
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Dich gia: Nguyén Dinh Diém.

*
* %

Cong Du Tiép Ky |, tr. 137, chép khodng ndm Vinh Tho
(Lé Than Téng, 1658-62) Nguyén Vin Phong lam Dé diéu
Hdi Dwong “sai dao 16 cho hoc tro thi Hwong ngdi thi,
trén chup mot cdi l16ng thwa’, quang cdnh hoi giéng véi
btrc tranh vé ctia S. Baron (1685) chi khdc Thi sinh ctia S.
Baron thi Dinh va khéng phdi ngdi dwdi 16.
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Chuong VIII
6ng chua doi Tran




6i t6i cong chua doi Tran ngwoi ta thwong
lién twdng ngay dén Huyén Trin cong chua do
Thwong hoang Nhin Tén trong mot chuyén di tham
Chiém Thanh da hira ga cho qudc vweong Ché Man dé
két moi giao hdo gitra hai nwéc; thi nira, ngwoi ta nghi
dén An Tw cong chuia gd cho Thoat Hoan dé€ mong hoa
gidi véi quan Nguyén; nang cong chua thit ba doi Tran
con duoc nhic nhé téi 1a Thién Ninh céng chia vi c6
dinh liéu t&i mot vu loan dAm véi em ruét.
Trong Viét Str Tiéu An, Ngd Thi S da ché trach nha Tran
veé hai diém:
- Phai dung “my nhan ké” dé giir nuéc
- Loan luan.
Nhwng cong binh ma nhan xét thi & nwéc ta “loan luan”
va dung “my nhan ké” dé gitt nwéc khéng phai chi xay
ra ¢ doi Tran.

I.- “My nhan ké”

Du & Au hay A, xwa hay nay, thi phu nit van thuong
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dwoc dung lam “vat hi sinh” trén ban tho té quoc. Riéng
doi Tran khong phai chi Huyén Tran hay An Tw cong
chia méi dwoc dem ra lam vat ddi chac. Theo thir tw ta
phai ké:

1) Nam 1228, ga Ngoan Thiém cong chua - em vua
Thanh Tén, con Thai Tén - cho Nguyén Non. Non 1a cw s
chtia Phu Déng, vi bit dugc vang ngoc khong dang l1én
triéu dinh nén vua ha chiéu bat giam. Tw Khanh, anh
thtr hai ctia Linh Tlr quéc mau - me Ly Chiéu Hoang - xin
cho Non duoc danh gidc chudc toi, vua sai di danh dep
ngudi Man & Quang Oai. Non chiém ctr viing Bic Giang,
Poan Thwong chiém vung chidu Héng (Hai Dwong).
Non giét Poan Thwong, chiém quin va cwdp clia chiu
Hong, thanh thé lirng 13y. Tha Do lo 1idng, mdt mit sic
phong cho Non lam Hoai dao Hiéu vii virong, mot mat
ga Ngoan Thiém cho dé ngdm do la tin tirc. Non biét
y, don cho cong chia & riéng mot noi nén cong chia
khong lam gi dworc ca.

2) Nam 1286, twéng Nguyén 1a O Ma Nhi danh rat gap,
quan ta tan v, bon Tran Kién, Lé TAc! dem ca nha dau
hang quin Nguyén. Triéu dinh phai sai ngwoi dwa cong
chiia An T - em géi Gt cta Thanh Ton - dén cho Thoat
Hoan dé xoa diu.

3) Ché Man, dwa vao loi hira cia Thuwgng hoang Nhan
Tén, ding ky hwong cung bau vat xin cwdi Huyén Tran.
Triéu dinh chi c¢6 hai ngwoi ban nén ga 1a Tran Khac
Chung va Van Pao Tai, con Tran Quang Khai. Sau Ché

Man dang thém hai chau 0, Ly, vua Anh Tén méi quyét
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dinh. Thang 6 nam 1306, vua Anh Ton ga em gai la
Huyén Tran cho Ché Man. Thang 5 ndm 1307 Ché Man
chét, theo tuc 1é Chiém Thanh thi Hoang Hiu phai 1én
dan hoéa thiéu chét theo. Thang 10, vua sai Tran Khic
Chung sang diéu tang va tim cach dem Huyén Trin cung
Thé t&r Da Gia, con Ché Man, vé. Str chép trén dwong vé
Tran Khac Chung va cdng chtia Huyén Tran tu thong voi
nhau loanh quanh mii trén bién dén tin thang 8 nam
1308 m&i cap bén2.

4) Nam 1363, Minh Tén ga Nguyét Son cong chia cho
Ng6 Dan vi Dan c6 vién ngoc rat lén, ban dwgc nhiéu
tién, tré nén gidu c6. Dan cly giau, tw thong véi ngudi
khéc, khinh khi cong chia. Cong chuia tAu 1én, Dan dwoc
mién toi chét nhwng gia san bi tich thu.

Ng6 Thi Si viét: “Nha Tran quen lam 16i nay, cot dwoc
loi trong thiy, dem ma phin danh déi lay trang thanh,
gd Ngoam Thiém cho Nguyén Non, An Tw cho Thoat
Hoan déu 16i dy ca”3.

Ngo Si Lién ciing ché trach: “Thwong hoang da xuit
gia roi, vua déi ménh c6 khé gi ma dem ga cho ngudi
xa, khong phai giong noi, cho ding loi hen truwdc roi
sau dung muwu gian tra cwédp lai thé thi tin & dau(4)?"
Phé binh nhw thé e c6 hoi khe khit. Truéc hét, khi ga
Huyén Trén, vua Anh Tén khong thé biét trwedrc ndm sau
Ché Man sé chét, viéc dung mwu dén Huyén Tran vé dé
tranh cho cong chua khéi bi héa thiéu khéng thé coi la
“gian trd” danh Itra l1ay dwgc thanh réi thi cwdp nguoi vé

nhw mot vai ngwoi da trach ci. Con “d6i ménh” khong
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g4, theo 1o ban cia Ngo Si Lién, thi cling khong phai la
tha tin.

Chang qua cac st gia ghét nha Tran vé tdi loan luin
nén thay cai gi nha Tran lam ciing dang ché trach. ¢
nwéc ta, dung “ my nhan ké “ nao phai chi nha Tran? St
chép ro rang vé nha Ly:

1) Nam 1029, ga Binh Dwong cong chia cho chau muc
lang 1a Than Thiéu Thai.

2) Nam 1036, Ly Thai Ton, s¢ khé khéng ché cac tu
trwdng quan linh cac chiu mién thwong du, két moi giao
hao bang hon nhan, ga cong chtia Kim Thanh cho chiu
muc Phong Chau la Lé Tong Thuan, ga cong chtia Trwong
Ninh cho chdu muc Thwong Oai la Ha Thién Lam.

3) Nam 1082, gd Kham Thanh cong chia cho chau muc
Vi Long la Ha Di Khanh.

4) Nam 1126, dem Dién Binh céng chua ga cho Dwong
Tw Minh la tha linh pha Pha Lwong.

5) Nam 1144, lai ga cong chuia Thiéu Dung cho Dwong
Tw Minh lic nay cai quan cac khe dong doc theo bién
gi¢i dwong bo va phong Minh lam Pho ma lang.

Thé 12 mot minh Dwong Tw Minh dwoc cwdi téi hai
nang cong chia va nha Ly da dung t&i 5 cong chtia lam
“vat hi sinh “ nha Tran 4. St nha Lé tuy khong ghi chép
ti mi vé cac cong chuia nhw nha Tran, nhwng ciing cho
biét ndm 1706 dem ngudi tdng nit, 1dy danh nghia quin
chuia ga cho tu trwdng Triéu Phic nguwoi Ai Lao. Ng6 Thi

Si da viét str 1é nao khong biét nhirng chuyén nay?
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Il - Loan luan

Qua that doi Tran ngwoi trong ho 14y 1an nhau rat
nhiéu. S chép:

1) Tran Liéu, anh Thai Tén, con Thwgng hoang Tran
Thira, 1dy Thudn Thién cdng chia, con vua Ly Hué Tén
va Thuin Trinh. Thuin Trinh 1a em ruét Trin Thira,
Tran Liéu va Thu4n Thién 1a con c¢b con cau.

2) Nam 1225, Tran Canh, tirc Thai Ton, lay Chiéu
Hoang, em Thuan Thién.

3) Sau khi Ly Hué Ton chét, gidng Hué hau lam Thién
Cuc cong chia, ga cho Tha Do tirc 1a chi em ho 1ay nhau.
Hai nguoi von da co tw tinh véi nhau tir trude.

4) Nam 1237, vi Chiéu Hoang khong cé con, Tha B§ ép
Thai Tén ldy Thuén Thién, luc 4y da c6 mang ba thang
véi Tran Liéu. Trudng hop nay vira la con ¢d con ciu lay
nhau, vira la em chong 1y chi dau.

5) Vua Thai Tén htra g em gai la Truwdng cong chia
Thién Thanh® cho Trung Thanh vwong® va da cho
Thién Thanh t&i & nha Nhan Pao veong, 1a cha dé ra
Trung Thanh vwong, d€ ché ngay cudi.

6) Nam 1251, Hwng Pao vieong mudn 14y Thién Thanh,
dang dém 1én vao phong Thién Thanh thong dam. Thuy
Ba Trwéng cong chia, chi Thai Ton va Thién Thanh, me
nudi Heng Pao veeong, dang dém go cira cung néi doi la
Hung Pao vwong da bi Nhan Dao vwong bit giam, xin
vua ctru giap. Sw that, khi vua sai ngudi téi thi Hung
Pao vwong con trong phong Thién Thanh va luc iy

Nhén Pao virong méi biét. Hom sau Thuy Ba phai dang
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muoi mam vang séng xin cwdi Thién Thanh cho Hung
Dao. Vua bat dac di phai ga va bdi thwong cho Trung
Thang vwong. Nhw vdy Thién Thanh cé ho véi Trung
Thanh vwong, lai 1a ¢6 ruét Hueng Pao, vi Hung Pao la
con Tran Liéu, anh rudt Thién Thanh.

7) Nam 1258, Thanh Tén ldy Thién Cam la con Tran
Liéu, tirc 12 con chi con bac 14y nhau.

8) Thuy Bao cong chia, con vua Thai Ton, 14y Uy Van
vuong Toai.

9) Ga cong chua tén Thuy, con Thai Ton cho Thuwong vi
Van Hwng hau®.

10) Thién Thuy cong chda, con vua Thanh Tén va
Thién Cam, tirc chdu ndi Thai Ton va chiau ngoai Tran
Liéu, 14y Hung Vii vwong Qudc Nghién, 1a con Hung
Dao, chau ndi Tran Liéu, vira 1a con cb con cau (Hung
DPao va Thién Cam 1a con Tran Liéu) vira 1a chau chu
chau bac 14y nhau.

11) Thién Thuy lai tw théng véi Nhan Hué vwong
Tran Khanh Dw la ton that nha Tran, nho ¢6 cong danh
quan Nguyén dwgc Thwong hoang Thanh Ton nhan
lam con nudi.

12 & 13) Nam 1274, Nhan Tén, con Thanh Ton, lay
Bado Thanh, réi Tuyén Tir, déu la con Hwng Pao vwong.
Truwdng hop nay giong Thién Thuy 14y Qudc Nghién.

14) Anh Tén, con Nhan Ton, chdu Thanh Ton, chit
Thai Tén, 1dy Van Dirc phu nhan ndm 1292, 1a con Hung
Nguong vwong Qudc Tang, chau ndi Hung Pao, chit

Tran Liéu. Thé 12 ch4u c6 chau cau (Hwng Dao va Thién
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Cam 1a con Tran Liéu) hay chit chd chit bac 14y nhau.

15) Sau Anh Tén lai b Van DPtrc phu nhian ma liy em
rudt phu nhan la Thanh Tw.

16) Anh Tén 14y Huy Tw 1a con Thuy Béo céng chua va
Tran Binh Trong. Thuy Bao 1a em Thanh Tén, Anh Ton
la chau n6i Thanh Tén, tic chdu 14y co.

17) Nam 1301, Thién Tran céng chua, con Anh Ton,
Anh Tén 1 con Nhan Ton, chdu Thanh Tén, 14y Uy Tdc
cong Van Bich, chdu ndi Tran Quang Khai. Quang Khai
va Thanh Tén 1a anh em, tirc chdu chti chau bac 1dy nhau.

18) Thién Tran chét, Uy Tic lai 1dy Huy Thanh cong
chua.

19) Thuong Tran cdng chtia, em Anh Tén, chat Thai
Tén 1y Van Hué cong Quang Triéu, con Quéc Tang,
chau Hung Pao, chat Tran Liéu, tirc chat chu chat bac
14y nhau.

20) Minh Ton, con Anh Tén, chdu Nhan Tén, l1dy Huy
Thanh tirc Lé Thanh, con gai 1én Hué Vi vweong Quéc
Chan / Tran. Tran la em Anh Tén: Con cht con bac lay
nhau.

21) Minh Tén ga Huy Chan, con Nhan Ton, cho Uy Gian
hau nam 1317.

22) Me Huy Chén la Tran Thi Thai Binh, cung tin cta
Thuong hoang Anh Ton.

23) Nam 1318 Minh T6n ga Thién Chan Trudng cong
chtia cho Hué Chinh vrong.

24) Nam 1337 Hién Tén, con Minh Tén, 14y Hién Trinh,

con gai lén Hué Tac vwong Pai Nién.
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25) Nam 1342, Thién Ninh cong chuda, con Minh Tén,
14y Hwng/Chinh Ttc virong Kham.

26) Nam 1349, Du Tén, con Minh Ton, l1dy con gai thi
tw Hué Tic viong 1a YU Tir Nghi Thanh.

27) Nam 1351, Du Toén loan dam vé&i Thién Ninh la
chi rudt. Nguyén nam 1339 Du Tén bi chét dudi & Ho
Tay, dwoc thiy thuéc Tau Trau Canh dung kim cham
ctru khéi nhwng doan sau nay 1én 1én sé bi liét dwong.
Sau qua nhién sy viéc xay ra dung nhw vay, Trau Canh
dwoc voi dén chira, khuyén vua giét mot dira con trai
nho tudi 14y mat hoa véi thudc dwong khoi thach ma
udng roi thong ddm véi chi hay em rudt. Vua nghe theo,
thong dam v&i Thién Ninh céng chaa.

28) Huy Ninh céng chda, con Minh Tén, 14y Ton thit
Nhan Vinh. Sau Nhan Vinh bi Nhat Lé giét, Nghé Ton la
anh, lai g Huy Ninh cho Quy Ly.

29) Dué To6n, con Minh Tén va Lé Pon T, c6 Quy Ly,
14y Hién Trinh 1a em ho Quy Ly, térc anh em ho lay nhau.

30) Dué Ton lay Thai bao Tran Liéu lam phi.

31) Nam 1375 Dué Ton ga con la Trang Huy cong chia
cho Nguyén Dan, con Cung Chinh vwong. Cung Chinh
vwrong va Dué Ton déu l1a con Minh Tén, tiérc con chi con
bac 14y nhau.

32) Thién Huy hay Thai Dwong céng chda, con Nghé
Tén, 14y Phé D€ la con Dué Ton. Nghé Ton va Dué Ton
cung la con Minh Tén, me Nghé Tén la Minh T, me Dué
Ton la Pon T, 1a hai chi em rugt, c6 ctia Quy Ly: vira la

con chi con bdc, vira la chau di chau gia 1dy nhau.
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33) Sau khi Phé D& chét, Thai Dwong tw thong véi
Nguyén Uyén, con Cung Tin vwong Thién Trach, em
Nghé Tén: con chi con bac 1ay nhau.

34) Nam 1393, Nghé Ton gidn dem ga Thai Dwong cho
Nguyén Hang la em Nguyén Uyén dé lam nhuc.

35) Tuyén Huy c6ng chua, con Dué Tén, 1dy Quan Phuc
bai vweong Hic, con Nghé Tén, giong trueong hop Thai
Dwong 14y Phé Dé.

36) Quy Ly ga Trang Huy cong chida, con Ton thiat Nhan
Vinh (bi Nhat Lé giét) cho Mong Dit, con Nguyén Dan,
chdu bon doi cua Quang Khai.

37) Thuan Ton, con ut Nghé Tén, 14y Thanh Ngiu la
con gai lén ctia Quy Ly va Huy Ninh cong chua. Huy
Ninh 1a em Nghé Ton, tiéc 1a con c6 con ciu 14y nhau.
Thuén Ton lai la chau ndi cia Pon T, ¢d cia Quy Ly, 14y
con gai Quy Ly, tirc anh em ho 1y nhau.

38) H6 Han Thwong, con cia Huy Ninh va Quy Ly, 14y
Tran thi.

Toém lai, néu khéng phan biét ndi ngoai thi it nhat ciing
c6 gan 40 vu nguoi trong ho Tran ldy nhau con ghi
trong st sach.

Khong riéng gi Ng6 Si Lién, va Ng6 Thi Si ché trach
nha Trén, ngay ca Lé Quy Po6n, diu 6c twong doi coi mo,
cling ha but:"Ho Tran lap Hoang hiu lay chi em con chu
con bac cung ho 1am vo. Nhon 1€ loan lun nhu thé ma
van diém nhién khong coi 1a ky quai..Triéu Lé ta gia
phép rat ding, gido duc luan thwong rat ré rang, khi

chon phi tin tat 14y trong con em cac dong ho cong than
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va con nha tir t€ ma 1é trat phan biét, ton ti rach roi,
khong c6 cai té bat chinh trong chon budng the ctia doi
trude “7.

Nhwng néu ta to mo 14t st ra sé thay gi?

1&2) Lé Than Ton, con Kinh Tén va Trinh thi Ngoc
Trinh, em Trinh Trang, 14y Trinh thi Ngoc Tric/Hanh,
con Trinh Trang, térc con c6 con ciu ldy nhau. Truéc doé
Ngoc Truc da 14y cht ho vua la Cwong quén cong Lé Truy,
sinh dwoc bdn con. Tru bi bat giam, Trinh Trang dem
Truc ga cho vua, thé 1a chiu 14y thim ho.

3) Lé Chan Ton, con Thin To6n, 14y Trinh thi Phwong
T, em Ngoc Truc.

4) 1663 Lé Huyén Ton, con Than Tén, chau ngoai Ngoc
Trinh, 1dy Ngoc Ang, con tht Trinh Tac, chau Trinh
Trang, tirc chau c6 chau ciu ldy nhau (Trang va Ngoc
Trinh déu 1a con Trinh Tung).

5) Lé Du Tén, con Hi Tén, chdu Than Tén, chat Ngoc
Trinh, 14y Ngoc Trang la chau 7 doi cta Trinh Trang
(Trang sinh ra Tac, Tac sinh ra Can, Can sinh ra Vinh,
Vinh sinh ra Binh, Binh sinh ra Cwong, Cwong sinh ra
Ngoc Trang).

6) Duy Phwong, con Du Ton va Ngoc Trang, bi Trinh
Giang t6 cao tw théng véi vo Trinh Cwong, tirc cha dé
ra Ngoc Trang.

7) Duy Vi, con Hién T6n, chau Thuan Tén, chit Du Ton
va Ngoc Trang, dinh hon véi Tién Dung quan chda, con
Trinh Sam, chau Trinh Doanh, Doanh va Ngoc Trang

déu la con Trinh Cwong. Thé la chau 13y ¢b ho.
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bay 1a chwa ké trwong hop Lé Twong Duwc loan dim
v&i vo 1€ cia cha va nhitng vu chwa minh dinh dwoc vi
str chép qua so sai nhuw:

- Lé Thai Té6 14y nguyén phi la Lé thi Ngoc Dao, con Thu
tuwdng Lé Sat. Sat ngwoi Lam Son, trén bang 93 cong
than dwoc xép hang nhi.

- Hué phi ctia Thai T6 1a Lé thi Nhat L&, con Thu twéng
Lé Ngén, cling ngwoi Lam Son, va dwoc xép hang tw
trén bang céng than.

- L& Nhan Tén ga em gai la Vé Qudc Trwdng cong chia
cho con Thai Gy Lé Thy, cling c6 tén trén bang céng than.

Xét rang thoi xwa nhirng ngwdi nAm quyén cao phan
nhiéu déu trong hoang tdc thi rat c6 thé Lé Thu, Lé Ngan,
Lé Sat, déu c6 ho v&i Thai T6, dac biét Sat va Ngin déu
qué & Lam Son. Mat khac, 93 ngudi c6 tén trén bang
cong than déu cung ho Lé thi chdc mot sé vi c6 cong lon
dwoc ban quéc tinh (dwoc nhan ho ctia vua lam ho cta
minh) khé ma biét ro sy thit, nhw Lé Lé, cling cé tén
trén bang cong than, ngwdi & Lam Son, dwoc ban qudc
tinh, lai chinh 1a chau goi Thai T6 bing cau8.

Triéu Ly c6 vua Than Tén nam 1128 14y con gai Dién
Tién Chi huy s Ly Son 1a Lé Thién hoang hau.

C6 1€ Lé Quy Bon ciing nhw hai vi str gia ho Ngo chi ké
toi riéng nha Tran vi theo thuyét “nir nhan ngoai toc”,
con chu con bac ké nhw 1a ho thin ldy nhau pham tdi,
con con cd con ciu ho so, ké nhw 1ay nguoi ngoai, khong
c6 toi gi ca. Thoi xwa ndi ngoai phan biét rat k§ cho nén

Pham Dinh H&, trong Vii Trung Tuy Biit, cho rang ngwoi
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nao khong cé con trai cho con gai an thira ty cling pham
toi loan luan®.

Nhung theo con mat doi nay, trai gai cling 1a con c3,
cung chung mot huyét théng thi khong thé cho con chu
con bac 14y nhau la c6 t6i ma con ¢6 con ciu lay nhau lai
vO toi dwoc. “Nir nhan ngoai toc” khong phai la ludt tw
nhién, chang qua 12 mot dao ly do nguwoi dit ra nhung
khong phai 12 mot dao ly dwoc khip moi nwéc ton tho.
Nguworc lai, loan luan la mot hién twong tw nhién, & dau
cling cé. Viét Nam ta c6 cau:

Chdu cdu ma Idy chdu cé,

Thdéc giéng day bo, lia md nha ta.

(' Phép, trén dai truyén hinh thinh thoang van thdy
nguoi ta kKhuyén khich con cai manh dan t6 cdo phu
huynh da cwdng hiép con em trong nha. Tai Bretagne,
hién c6 mot gia dinh cha con dn & véi nhau da c6 may
mat con. Theo Gilbert Prouteau, th&i Trung €6, Au Chau
c6 nhitng budi 1& ciia phu thiy, sau khi muia hat xong thi
tha h6 cha me loan dam véi con, anh véi em. Ngwoi Hi
Lap va Incas thoi xwa chinh thire cho phép con cung cha
14y nhau va con khuyén khich ngudi trong hoang toc 14y
nhau dé gilr cho huyét thong hoang gia khong bi pha
tron véi nhitng dong mau khac'0 vi ho cho rang nhitng
cudc hon phdi nay khéng cé hai gi cho doi séng, ngudi
cung chung mot huyét théng va gido duc 14y nhau dé
hop nhau hon, nhw thé chi ¢6 lgi chir khong c6 hai. Cho
nén “ Nt nhan ngoai téc “ khong nhat thiét 1a luat chung

cua thién ha. Thuyét nay do nguwoi dit ra thi ngudi cling

LOI XUA XE NGUA 163



c6 thé dat khac hodc huy bo, dwa vao né két toi nha Tran
la “bat chinh” va cho nha Lé 1a “gia phap rat nghiém” e
khong 6n, véi cach suy ludn ngay nay.

D€ chirng minh nha Tran c6 ti, Ngb Thi Si viét: “nha
Tran 14y vo ngudi cing ho, am dwong khong phai lira
ddi nén c6 tai bién11” chi vi sir chép:

e Nam 1300 ngwoi dan ba & Héng Lo sinh con trai hai
dau.

e Nam 1304, nguoi dan ba & kinh thanh sinh con gai
hai d4u, b6én chén, bon tay.

e Nam 1350, lang Thién Cwong (Nghé An) c6 nguoi
con gai hoa trai.

Theo Nho gido thi vua la con Tro¢i, vua hanh sy khéng
phai thi Troi ra tai dé ran diy. Py la mot phwong phap
dé han ché uy quyén vua, khéng cho 16ng hanh, vua tuy
c6 quyén sinh st nhwng con phai e dé sy kiém soat cua
Troi. Ng6 Thi Si vi ¢6 thanh kién véi nha Tran nén chi
vach t6i nha Trin ma c6 y bé qua nhirng tai di xay ra
khong thiéu gi dwdi thoi Lé Trinh, cling nhw doi Ly.

Ngay nay tuy ching ta khong tin nhitng tai di x4y ra
vi Troi mudn vua phai stra 16i, nhung y hoc cong nhan
ngudi trong ho khong nén 1dy 1an nhau dé méc bénh
mau lodng kh6 cam. C6 diéu la la khéng thay st chép
ho Tran mic bénh nay, mic dau nhirng bénh ky la khac
déu dwoc ghi lai nhu:

- L& Ngoa Triéu vi hoang ddm khéng ngdi day dwoc
nén khi 1am triéu phai nam.

- Ly Hué Tén bi tring gié sinh chirng cuéng dich, khi
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thi xwng 1a Thién tuéng gidng ha, tay cAm gido va mdc,
trén bui tdc cdm 14 c& nho, dua gin mia may sudt ngay,
khi thi toat mo6 hoi, trong ngudi rao khat, uéng ruegu say
ngu li bi, hdm sau méi tinh, khong lam dwoc viéc phai
giao hét chinh sw cho Tran Tw Khanh 13 anh vo'2,

- Tran Du T6n bi liét dwong.

- Vé Quéc Trwdng cong chuia bi cam.

- Lé Than To6n bi bénh ung thw ma bang.

- Trinh Giang dam loan, thong gian ca v&i vo 1é cua bo
la Pang thi. Mot 1an bi sét danh gin chét, tir diy so hai,
dao hdm dwéi dat tra 4n khéng dam ra nira, chinh sy
giao lai cho em 1a Trinh Doanh 13

St khong ghi chép nguoi trong ho Trin bi bénh mau
lodng c6 thé nao vi nguoi xwa biét phép diém huyét

cadm mau nén khong nhén ra chirng bénh mau loang?

Il - Cai va ngoai thich

Ngudi ta thudng cho rang ngwdi ho Tran 14y 1an nhau
dé bao vé ngdi bau khong dé lot ra ngoai vi chinh nha
Tran da cudp ngdi nha Ly mot cdch ém tham qua cudc
hon nhan dan xép gitra Ly Chiéu Hoang 8 tudi, véi Tran
Canh 9 tudi. Theo Van Hoe thi Thia Do, ngudi chi muu
sang doat co nghiép nha Ly, da ra 1énh: “Con gai nha
Tran phai ga cho ho Tran “14, Tuy nhién, mic dau Tha
Do da phong xa nhwng nha Tran van mat vi 13y ngudi
ho khéc, khong phai mot lan ma téi hai lan:

- Cung Tuc vwrong Duc, con trirdng ciia Minh Ton, vi bat

tai khong dwogc 1ap 1am Thai t, say mé mot nguwdi con
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hat dep hay déng vai Ty virong mau, 14y 1am v mic
diu nguoi nay da cé mang véi chong, cling 1a phwong
chéo, tén 1a Duwong Khwong. Sau dé ra Nhat Lé duoc
Duc nhan lam con. Cac vua Hién Tén, Du Tén va Duc
déu mat, Thai hau, me Duc, 14y c& Nhat Lé dugc Duc
chinh thirc nhin lam con thi c6 quyén l1én ngbi. Nam
1369 Nhat Lé 1én ngdi réi c6 y mudn tré vé ho Dwong
cua cha dé nén bi Nghé Tén giét. Nha Tran suyt mat lan
thr nhat.

- Minh Tén 14y hai ngwoi ¢d cda Quy Ly: Minh Tt sinh
ra Nghé Ton, Pon T sinh ra Dué Tén. Nghé Tén cuwdp
lai ng6i trong tay Nhat Lé it lau nhwong ngdi cho Dué
Tén. Dué Ton ldy em ho Quy Ly la Hién Trinh sinh ra
Phé D&. Nghé Ton nghe Quy Ly giét Phé D& lap con ut
minh 12 Thu4n Tén 1én ngdi. Thudn Ton 14y Thanh Ngiu
1a con gai 1&dn cta Quy Ly va Huy Ninh cong chtia dé ra
Thiéu Dé. Quy Ly ép Thuin Tén nhwdng ngbi cho Thiéu
Dbé khi &y méi hai tudi, sau lai cwdp ngodi cia Thiéu DE,
tirc chau ngoai minh, ma lap ra nha Ho.

N6i rang nha TrAn mit vi cai va ngoai thich ciing duor,
song sw that1am gi c6 mot dong ho nao ndm dwoc chinh
quyén mai mai? Nha Tran néu khéng mat vi “ cai va
ngoai thich “ 4t cling mat vi mot li do khac.

Con noi rang ngudi ho Tran 14y 14n nhau dé gitr ngoi
bau cho ho Trén ciing chwa han hoan toan dung vi Tha
bo da tw thong véi chi ho 1a me Ly Chiéu Hoang tir
trude khi Tran Canh dwoc Chiéu Hoang nhwong ngoi,

khi 4y da c6 ngdi bau dau ma gitt? Phai noi rang ho Tran
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van ldy 1an nhau tir trwedc nhung dic biét dwoc Thu Do
khuyén khich tir khi TrAn Canh 1én ng6i mé& diu cho
nha Tran.

Khéng ro 14y tai liéu & dau, Ngo Thi Si viét: “Con nha
chai ludi cha biét 1€ nghia, tp tuc loan luan nhu thé tir
doi Kinh, Hap da c6”15.

T6 tién nha Tran 14p nghiép & hwong Tirc Mic, huyén
My Loc, pht Xudn Truwong, tinh Nam Dinh, lam nghé
danh c4 tré nén giau c6. Trong An Nam Chi Lworc, Lé Tac
cho biét Tran Thira nho c6 cong danh gidc dwoc phong
chtrc Thai Gy, em la Kién Quoc dwoc lam Pai twéng quan.
Tuy nhién nha Tran von khdng phai géc Viét ma tir dat
Man (c6 noi néi 1a Qué LAm) & Trung Qudc sang tir doi
Tran Kinh, Kinh sinh ra Hip, Hip sinh ra Ly, Ly sinh ra
Thira, Thira sinh ra Canh. Néu nha Tran biét rd goc gac
clia minh nhw thé 4t c6 chép gia pha va khong dén ndi
khong hiéu 1€ nghia nhw Ngo6 Thi ST n6i. Khong gitr 1€ 1a

mot chuyén, khong biét 1€ lai 1A mdt chuyén khac.

IV - Vai nét sinh hoat cua cac cong chua doi Tran

Ngoai nhirng cudc hén nhan véi ngwdi trong ho, hoac
vGi ngudi ngoai vi chinh sy, str nha Tran con ghi chép
d6i nét vé nhirng sinh hoat khac cia cac céng chda:

1) Pham nguoi nao 1ay cong chia, néu céng chua chét
hay bé déu khong dworc 1ay nguoi khéc, ¢6 14y cling phai
gidu. Co 1€ day la luat 1é chi ap dung véi ngudi ngoai, vi
khi Thién Tran cong chtia, con Anh T6én, mit thi Uy Tuc
cong Van Bich lai 14y Huy Thanh cong chual®.

LOI XUA XE NGUA 167



2) Bat dau tir 1266 cac cong chia ciing nhw veong
hau, cung tin dwoc phép chiéu tip nhirng nguoi xiéu
tan khong c6 san nghiép lam no ti dé khai khan rudng
hoang, ddp dé ngin nwdc man & ven bién do hai, ba
nam sau khai thanh ruéng. Nhwng tir 1397, Quy Ly chi
cho cac bai vwong va Trudng cong chia duoc cé ruong
khéng han dinh.

3) V6 hoc. Nha Tréan chén chinh vin hoc nhwng ciing
rat trong vo hoc, xét ra c6 phan con trong vé hon van,
nhw ndm 1281, khi Nhan Téon mé nha hoc & phtu Thién
Truwong (Xudn Truong) lai cAm ngwoi lang The Mac,
qué hwong vua, khéng dwoc vao hoc van nghé, cling
nhw khong cho hiéu quan Thién Thudc (nhirng binh si
{rng tuyén & Tirc Mic) hoc vin s khi lwc kém dil7.

Khi cac vweong hiu, cong chida lap trang trai thi phai
luyén binh linh trir bi thanh tirng ddi quan ban bo. Thuwd
dy trai trang trong nwéc theo luit “toan qudc vi binh”
khap nuéc tir trén xudng dwdi déu tinh thong vo nghé
nén méi day lui dwoc cd quan Chiém 14n quan Nguyén
mdy lan dinh xAm lang. Do d6 ta mé&i c6 cau khen “danh
giac doi Tran..”

Do truyén théng tinh than thwong vo iy, cac cong chia
cling luyén tap v nghé dén trinh dé c6 thé diéu binh
khién twéng nhw khi quan Minh sang, cong chtia Thién
Huy cuing véi Thi Trung ho H6 la Tran Nguyén Chi dem
dan tranh loan ra P6 Son, trong khi céng chida Thién
Gia va Trung sw 1énh Tran Sw Hién ngwoc song Cai, dau

hang quan Minh18,
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Dic biét nam 1369, khi Nhat Lé 1én ngdi du tinh tré vé
ho Dwong cia cha dé, nha Tran suyt mit. Khi dy nguoi
ho Tran tuy lo so nhwng khéng thay ai nhic nhich. Cung
DPinh vwrong von da khong c6 chi lam vua, lai c6 con ga
cho Nhat Lg, cang e de. Cong chia Thién Ninh phai
dirng ra khuyén khich: “Thién ha nay la cia cha 6ng ta
18 nao bd cho nguoi khac? Ong nén di di, toi sé dem gia
no dep yén né cho”. Cung Pinh vrong nghe theo, cung
v&i Tuyén vieong Chwong Tdc hdu Nguyén Dan hen véi
Thién Ninh & Dai La giang, thudc Thanh Ho4, dé khai
binh, giét dwgc Nhat Lé nam 1370. Cung Dinh vwong
1én ng6i nam 1371 va phong cho Thién Ninh lam Lang
qudc Thai Trudng cong chia, déi tén 1a Qudc Hinh19.
Cung Pinh vrrong tirc 1a vua Nghé Ton.

Ngay nay nhic dén Thién Ninh cdng chiia ngwoi ta chi
nh¢ téi tdi loan dam véi em, ma cling khong xét kj xem

A A

c6 thuce 1a “t6i” hay khong? “T6i” 1a khi cdng chua wng
thuén vi bi kich thich, ham mu6n mét cudc ph6i hop
v&i em rudt. Nhwng néu Thién Ninh wng chiu chi vi thay
thu6c Trau Canh phan nhw thé méi chira cho Du Tén
khoi chirng liét dwong thi diy lai 1a chuyén khac. Trau
Canh da tirng ctru Du Ton thoat chét mot Ian, 1&i noi at
c6 gia tri. Néu Thién Ninh hi sinh dé€ ctru Du Ton thiét

An

twdng day 1a “cong” chir khong con la “tdi” niva, hay it
ra cling “t6i” nhé ma “céng” 16n. Thém vao day con cai
cong danh dep Nhat L&, gianh lai ngdi bau cho nha Tran.
Chi ti€c rang Thién Ninh lai dem co nghiép nha Tran

giao vao tay Nghé Toén, truérc da khong c6 chi lam vua,
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sau lai mot muec tin dung Quy Ly, nén nha Tran lai mat
vé tay nha H6.

Tuy st khong chép nhiéu, nhung ta ciling thiy rang
cac cong chda doi Tran khong phai chi thu dong tuin
theo thwong 1énh, hodc nam trong long dich do la tin
tirc nhw cong chia Ngoan Thiém, hay 14y my sic xoa
diu d6i phwong dé dem lai hoa binh cho dat nwéc nhw
Huyén Tran hay An Tw, hodc 14y ngwdi cung ho dé git
ngoi bau nha Tran khai lot vao tay ho khac, ma con c6
nhitng hoat dong nhw lap trang trai, luyén tap quan sj,
diéu binh khién twéng, it nhit cling tich cwc déng gép
vao cdng viéc m& mang dat nwéc va gin gitt ngai vang
cho nha Tran.

Chatenay-Malabry, thang 2, 1993
(Vdn Lang, s6 5, thang 6 - 1993)

Chu thich
(1) - Lé Tac la tac gia An Nam Chi Luoc.
(2) - Trong “Chuyén nang cong chua co an sau véi Hué”, Nho
Hué (30/8/92) tac gia viét rang thuyén ctia Huyén Tran di 7 ngay da
téi Clra Thuan, cho doi 2 thang tin bat coc hoang tir Ba Gia khong
thdy nén cong chua Ién kiéu vé kinh, 20 ngay téi Thang Long va chi
ba thang sau cong chua xuét gia, nham ngay Tét Nguyén Ban nam
Ky Dau (1309) nghia la 6 thang sau khi doi Chiém Thanh. Thuyét
nay e khéng 6n vi Ché Man mat thang 5/1307, vua sai Tran Khac
Chung sang dén Huyén Tran tir thang 10/1307, cho la hai thang sau
Tran Khac Chung méi dén Chiém Thanh va don duoc Huyén Tran vé
thi ho phai khoi hanh vao khoang dau 1308, sau thang sau Huyén
Tran di tu, phai vao khoang gita 1308 chu khong thé vao Tét 1309,
vi co mot 16 hong khoang 6 thang khong biét ho di dau.
(3) - Viet Str Tiéu An, tr. 222
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(4) Toan Thu, I, tr. 93.

(5) - “Truong cong chua”, la chi em ruét cua vua, con clia Thuong
hoang, chur khong phai la “cong chua lén nhat” (Cuong Muc, VI,
tr. 29).

(6) - “Tu 1241, anh em vua phong vuong, con truéng cac vuong
cung phong vuong, con thir phong Thuong vi hau. Lam ché do vinh
vién.” (Toan Thu |l, tr. 17 va Cuong Muc V, 38).

7) - Théng Su, tr. 115-6.

8) - Théng Str, tr. 165, Toan Thu lll, tr. 69.

9) - Vi Trung Tuy But, tr. 69.

10) - Les Miroirs de la Perversite, tr. 346.

11) - Viét Str Tiéu An, tr. 221.

12) - Cuong Muc, IV, tr. 64.

(13) - Str Ky Tuc Bién, tr. 159.

Theo Vi Trung Tuy But thi nguoi bi set danh la Trinh Sam, con Trinh
Doanh, va Trinh Giang, Trinh Doanh déu la con Va Thi.

(14) - “Tran Thu B6”, Trung Bac Chu Nhat s6 182.

(15) - Viet Str Tiéu An, tr. 170.

(16) - Toan Thu I, tr. 97.

(17) - Toan Thu Il, tr. 47 va Cuong Muc V, tr. 500. Tuy vay, nhing
tuong gioéi doi Tran nhu Tran Quéc Tuén, Tran Quang Khai, Tran
Nhat Duat, v.v... déu tai kiém van vo.

(18) - Toan Thu I, tr. 17-8.

(19) - Toan Thu I, tr. 137-8, Cuong Muc VI, tr. 59-64.

(
(
(
(
(
(
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Chuong IX
Hoan quan




W sach cla ta chi chép ti mi tir doi Ly, trwedc do6
g nuwéc ta ¢6 hoan quan hay khong thi khong ro,
nhung xét ra c6 1& ché€ dd hoan quan cta ta bat chwdc
Trung qudc.

Theo cac sach Chu Ié va Kinh Ié thi doi nha Chu cac
hoan quan chi giit viéc quét don, canh phong, hiu ha
trong cung cAm, thwong dwgc goi 1a Tw nhén, hay Yém
doan (yém = thién, dodn = trwdng quan) sau méi déi ra
hoan quan nghe tén quy hon. (O’ Viét Nam thuwong goi
1a: ndi thi, quan thi, ndi gidm, 6ng Giam, 6ng B3).

Tuy tong s6 c6 thé 1én dén 3000 ngwoi, nhwng chi mo
s6 it dwoc gitt viéc chuyén dat ménh 1énh ctia vua dén
cac phi tan. Nhitng ngudi nay déu cé tén khac chir vang
trén thé ngoc. M6i khi vua muén triéu ai thi chon thé
giao cho vién noi giam gitr viéc 4y dé€ dem den dén treo
trude ctra nguoi cung phi dwoc chon. C6 nay thiy hiéu
bén trang diém roi trat bo xiém y, vién ndi gidm dling
mot cai 40 choang rong mau dé boc lai roi &m dén tn

cung vua. Sau dé vién nay phai ghi ré ngay gio vao so dé
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néu sau ¢ sinh con trai thi d6 1a bang ching.

Theo 6ng Hoang Xuin Han thi tir cudi doi Han hoan
quan méi tiém quyén trong triéu, nim gitt ca van ban
14n v6 ban, két giao véi cac dai than, giy vay canh...

Nam 1653, vua thiy hoan quan liing doan triéu chinh
thai qua bén ra sic 1énh khéng cho nhirng nguwoi nay
lam quan qua t& phdm, cAm dw ban qudc sw, cAm khong
duoc giao hdo véi cac dai than, néu khong sé bi hoa
phén thiy. Tuy nhién, trén thuc té, dao luat nay it khi

dwoc ap dung.

| - Nhimmg hoan quan danh tiéng ¢ nuodc ta

*Poi Ly

e Ly Nhdn Nghia. N6i dén hoan quan doi Ly ai cling
nghi ngay dén Ly Thwong Kiét nhwng vién hoan quan
dau tién dwgc néu tén trong st lai la Ly Nhan Nghia.

Nam 1028, vua Ly Thai Té bang ha, thai t&r Phat Ma
1én ngoi, ba vrong la Péng Chinh, Dwc Thanh va Vi
Plrc muwu phan, dem quan mai phuc trong Long Thanh
va ngoai ctvra Quang Phuc. Thai t& biét c6 bién sai vé
s phong gii va sai bon hoan quan déng cac ctra dién,
nhung dung dang khong n& quyét liét véi anh em. Noi
thi Ly Nhan Nghia xin ra danh, tau: “Nay ba vrong lam
phan thi 1a anh em hay ctru dich?...Tién dé cho dién ha
l1a nguoi c6 dire, c6 thé ndi dwoc chi nén lay thién ha
phé thac cho dién ha, nay gidc dén tin clra cung ma
4n nhan nhw thé thi ddi v&i sw pho théc cia tién dé ra

sao?” Thai tir ling ling hoi 1au néi: “Vi ta mudn gidu toi
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ac cda ba vwong cho tw y rut quan dé tron nghia anh
em”. Sau thdy ba vrong danh gip, thai t lién Gy cho
bon Ly Nhan Nghia va cung quan la Dwong Binh, Quach
Thinh, Ly Huyén Sw, L& Phung Hi€éu danh dep. Hiéu giét
dwoc Vi Birc, con Dong Chinh va Dwc Thanh chay thoat.

bén thang tw nam 1028, vua Thai Téng di danh phu
Trwong Yén, cling giao cho Ly Nhan Nghia & lai gitt kinh
su, phong Khai quéc virong 1am phén!.

Xem thé du biét Ly Nhian Nghia khong phai loai hoan
quan né béc ma la ngwoi c6 quyén can gian vua va rat
dwoc vua tin nhiém.

e Ly Thuwong Kiét (1019-1105). Ly Thwong Kiét qué &
Thang Long, hiy 1a Tuén, tw la Thudong Kiét. Ngwoi cha
sung chirc Sung ban lang twéng. Nam Thwong Kiét 13
tuoi thi moé c6i cha. Ngwdi chéng ctia co 1a Ta Dirc thay
c6 chi bén ga chau gai 1a Thuin Khanh va day cho binh
thw Tén Ng6. Trwéc nam 1040 Thwong Kiét cling dwoc
hoc dao Nho.

Nho phu dm, lic dau gitr mot chirc quan nho la Ky ma
hiéu dy. Nam 23 tudi (1041) sung chirc Hoang mén chi
hau, khi 4y da 1a hoan quan. C6 hai thuyét noi vé viéc
Thudong Kiét ty hoan:

- Vi vua thiy Thuwong Kiét mat mii dep dé nén cho ba
van quan bdo tw hoan dé vao cung hau ha

- Vua Thai Tong danh Chiém Thanh bat dwoc Nung Tri
Cao lai tha vé. Thwong Kiét can ngin, vua cho 1a that 1&
bat phai tinh than, sau d6 triéu cho vao hau can.

Thuyét d4u c6 1& c6 1y hon vi em 6ng la Thwong Hién
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cting 1a hoan quan, chang 1& vua ciing bat tw hoan chi vi
Thuwong Kiét “that 18”2 Ong Hoang Xuan Han con vach
ra rang tlr khi binh Chiém, tha Nung Tri Cao dén khi bt
Thuwong Kiét tw hoan roi lai trong dung chi von ven cé
mdy thang, thoi gian hoi ngdn dé€ 1am du tirng 4y chuyén.

Vao cung chwa dwoc mot ky (12 nam) Thuwong Kiét
dworc thiang D6 Tri, coi tat ca moi viéc trong cung cAm.

Nam 1054, vua Ly Thanh Tong 1én ngoi, Thwong Kiét
sung chirc Bong hanh quin qudc Hiéu y, roi Kiém hiéu
Thai bdo, mét chirc rat cao tai triéu.

Nam 1601, vua sai 6ng dep loan & c6i Tay nam, Man
Lao.

Nam 1069, vua Thanh Téng than chinh danh Chiém
Thanh, phong 6nglam Pai twéng, cho em 6ngla Thuwong
Hién gitr chirc Tan Ky vii uy. Thudng Kiét bit dwgc Ché
cu, Ci dang dat chudc toi dugc tha vé. Thuwong Kiét
thang Phu quéc Thai phoé (chirc thi ba trong hang Té
chap) bao Thu Nam binh Tiét d6 st (chirc thir hai trong
hang tuwéng) Thwong Tru quéc, Khai quoc cong, Thién
tlr nghia nam (hang vwong). Sau lai thang Thai Uy Pong
Trung Thw moén ha Binh chwong su (chtrc thi hai sau
Thai sw Ly Pao Thanh) trong nom quéc chinh.

Nam 1072, Thanh Téng mat, Nhan Téng la con Y Lan
Thai phi 1én ngoi. Ly Pao Thanh & ngdi Té twéng da 18
nam, nay lam Phu chinh, ton Thwong Dwong Thai hau
1én chap chinh nhung Thuwong Kiét lai ton pho Y Lan,
chia thanh hai phe. B6n thdng sau phe Thwong Kiét
thang, Ly Pao Thanh bi gidng chirc.
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Nam 1073, vua Nhan Tong ban cho Thwdng Kiét chirc
Pon qudc Thai y, Pai twéng quén, Pai Tw d6 coi viéc
van vo kiém ca chirc cAm quan.

Nam 1075, nha Téng dinh thon tinh nwéc ta, Thwong
Kiét biét y dén danh, Téng quan that bai phai lui vé.

Nam sau nha Téng sang bdo thu, nhwng thiy quan
khong tinh nhué bang quan Nam, lai that bai lan nita.
Thwong Kiét khong muén chién tranh kéo dai, ding
bién si dan hoa. Nam 1077 Téng lui binh, tén that binh
si, tién ctia rat nhiéu ma chi chiém dwoc ¢6 5 chau mién
rirng ndi. Thwong Kiét lai dung muwu k€ chiém lai 5
chau, khi thi dung vii luc, ltc xti dan cwdp pha, hodc
giang hoa doi dat...

Khi ddnh Téng, 6ng lam bai tho khuyén khich quan si,
nay con lwu truyén:

Nam quéc son ha, Nam dé cu,

Tiét nhién dinh phdn tai thién thu.

Nhuw ha nghich 16 lai xdm pham,

Nhir dang hanh khan thu bai hu.

dich nghia:

Séng nii nwéc Nam, Nam dé 6,

Phdn dinh nghin xwa tai sdch Troi.

Nhw bon gidc nao sang cwép ldn,

La thua tan hét Iii bay col.

(bai Viét str lvorg, tr. 159)

Nam 1082, vua Nhan Tong trwdng thanh, tw cdm
quyén chinh, cho Thwong Kiét ra tran gitt Thanh Héa

trong 19 nam.
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Pén 1101, Thuwong Kiét dwoc triéu vé kinh coi hét cac
viéc trong ngoai cung dién.

Nim 1104, Chiém Thanh qudy nhiéu mién nam,
Thwong Kiét lac dy da 85 tudi, kéo quin vao, quin
Chiém vdi lui, Thwong Kiét cling khéng duoi theo. Vua
ché bai hat tin dwong céng trang Thwong Kiét, lai ban
thém chirc tuéec.

Nam 1105, Ly Thuong Kiét mit & kinh do, tho 86 tudi.
Mo tang & lang Yén Lac, huyén Kim Pong, tinh Hung
Yén. Pwoc truy phong Nhap noi dién, D6 tri Kiém hiéu
Thai Gy, Binh chwong quin quéc trong sw, Viét quéc
cong, cho thuc 4p van hoZ2,

*Poi Tran

e Pham Ung Méng. St chép nam 1253, vua Tran Thai
Téng mot hém chiém bao thiy than nhén tré vao mot
nguoi bao c6 thé lam Hanh khién (chirc Té twéng thir
hai, ché d¢ nha Ly danh cho hoan quan). Pén ndm 1254,
mot hém di choi ngoai thanh, vua gdp mot nguwoi giong
hét ngwoi trong mong bén cho 400 quan tién bao tw
thién dé vao hau, dit tén 1a 'ng Mong. Sau qua nhién
1am dén chirc Hanh khién3.

Theo Samuel Baron# thi doi Tran c6 mot trong ba hoan
quan danh tiéng tén la “Ong Ja Tu Lea” (“Ong Ja” tré vao
nguwoi dang kinh) noi tiéng vira nho tai tri, thang chic
mau chéng, vira vi cdi chét bi tham. Chinh 6ng la nguoi
vua Trin da thay trong mong va cho tién dé tw hoan,
sau lam quan cang ngay cang quyén cao, chitc trong,

dwoc moi ngwoi kinh né, xu ninh, s¢ hii con hon so¢
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vua. Do d6 vua chan ghét, cudi cung ha lénh xir tir bén
ngwa phanh thiy, dem xac dot thanh tro, dé xuéng song.
Nhu thé thi “Ong Ja Tu Lea” han 1a Pham U'ng Méng,
song khéong thdy st chép Pham 'ng Mong con c6 tén
1a “Tu Lea”, va ciing khong thay n6i Pham 'ng Mong bi
XU ti.

*Poi Lé

e Lwong Ddng. Thang giéng nam 1437, Vua Lé Thai
Tong sai Hanh khién Nguyén Trai cung v&i Lo bo ty
gidm Lwong Ping doc l1am loan gia, nhac khi, day tap
nhac va mua. Pén thang 5, Nguyén Trii tAu: “Bon than
s& kién khong giong nhau, than xin tra lai ménh ay”.
Lwong Pang dang nhac mai bat chuéc quy ché cia nha
Minh, dinh cac nghi thirc dai triéu. Vua theo dé nghi cta
Lwong Pang, sai chép lai cac nghi thirc dy treo & ngoai
ctra Thira Thién. Vua lé yét Thai miéu, cAc quan mic
triéu phuc lam 1€ bat dau tir day.

Bon hanh khién Nguyén Trai, Tham Tri ha tich Nguyén
Tuyén, Pao Cong Soan, Nguyén vian Huyén, Tham nghi
Nguyén Liéu tAu: “Pat 1€, 1am nhac, dwoc nhw Chu Cong
thi méi khong co ai ché trach. Nay sai ké hoan quan
Lwong Dang mot minh dinh 1& nhac, cd nwéc ching
nhuc I&m u? L& nhac cia y khong bang ct¥ vao dau, nhw
danh trongla bao gi® ra chau budi sém, nay vua ra chau
roi m&i danh trong. Theo quy ché xwa, lic vua ra, bén ta
danh chudng hoang chung, r6i 5 chudéng bén hitru rng
theo. Nay vua ra chdu danh 108 tiéng chudng, d6 la s6

nha su lan trang hat... Lam xe thi dang tru¢c c6 diém,
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ding sau mé cilra, nay mé& clra & dang trudc, quy ché
doi xwa nhw thé sao?... “Dang tau: “Than khong c6 hoc
thuat, khong biét quy ché doi xwa, nay lam ra chi biét
hét kién thirc ctia than, viéc nén thi hanh hay khong la
quyén & bé ha, than dau dam chuyén”. Nguyén Liéu néi:
“Ttr xwra chwra c6 hoan quan nao chuyén pha hoai thién
ha nhw thé”. Hoan quan Dinh Thing tir bén trong mang
ra: “Hoan quan lam gi ma pha hoai thién ha? Néu pha
hoai thién ha thi chém d4u ngwoi trwéc”. Bén giao Liéu
cho hinh quan xét t6i, xét an xong, t0i dang chém, vua
dic chi cho thich chit vao mat, lwu ra vién chau®d.

Vua coi chau luc ra lic vao c6 dap roi dep dwong bat
dau tir day.

Thang 10, Lwong Pang thang chirc D6 giam. An phu st
Lang Son, Bui Cdm HG can: “Tién dé thiy Lwong Ding
biét chidt chir nghia cho lam ndi nhan Ph6 chuwdng,
nhung roi thidy hin chi khim nam bé ngoai, khong
thang than, khong thé gan giii dwoc méi cho ra lam van
dé6i. Thé ma nay cho 1én chitc quan to, xin bé ha nghi
lai"®.

Lwong Pang lam quan to nhwng khong tham du triéu
chinh, khéng két bé ddng ndm gitr quyén uy, khong giét
hai ai, chi vi dit quy ché 1& nhac khong giéng véi Trung
Qudc ma bi cac dai than xdm nhau lai ché trach.

e Hoang Céng Phu sinh quan & Thang Long, dé ra da
c6 khuyét tat. Nam 14 tu6i vao hau trong phd Chuda
Trinh, dan din dwoc Chda tin dung, uy quyén tot bac.

Nam 1739, Trinh Giang nghe 1&i Hoang Cong Phu triéu
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si tlr vao thi & phu dwong, cho Trinh Tué d6 Tién si cap
dé, dé nhit danh. Khong day vai nam Tué lam dén chic
Tham tung drng diu cic quan trong phu chua.

Trinh Giang mdc bénh kinh quy, so' sim sét, Phu sai dao
hidm lam cung Thwdng Tri cho &, khdng ra dén ngoai
nita, n6i vi ddm duc qua nén ac bdo. R6i Phu cung Trinh
Tué va d6 dang chuyén quyén, giét hai dai than khong
kiéng ky so hai ai, pht dich ndng ng, long din oan than.
Nguyén Ct, Nguyén Tuyén & Hai Dwong xui dan lam
loan, ngudi cac xt Pong, Nam, Bic theo rat nhiéu.

Nam 1740, Thai phi Vii Thi, me Trinh Giang va Tring
Doanh, mudn triét bt uy quyén ctia Phy, cho Doanh 14p
“Phu dé nhiép”. Phu ghét Doanh sang suét, qua quyét,
chi cho & nha nho phia nam phu chua, lai cAm cac quan
khong dwoc dung chir “BAm” khi tAu véi Doanh ma phai
dung chi¥ “Than” (=Trinh).

Khi tin cdo cip vé Nguyén Tuyén dén kinh, Phu nghi
Tuyén trwdc & nha minh, c6 quen biét, mudn than di
v0 yén, dem hét binh linh ban bo theo, bé kinh thanh
tréng. Bon Nguyén Quy Kinh muén ép Doanh 1én ngoi.
Noi gidm Phan Lai Hau 1én tiéng hic, Tao Thai dem sic
chi cia vua dén, Phan dirng canh la trach. D6 déc Pong
tri Trinh Khuéng miang 1a vo 18, sai giam nguc. Nguyén
Coéng Thai truyén y chi cia Thai phi, Khué quin cong
Giap Nguyén Khoa (hoan quan) 1én lau néi hiéu tréng,
cac quan lay mirng Doanh 1én ngoi.

Nam 1761, Doanh ddc biét thwéng cong muwdi nguoi

pho 14p minh, trong s6 d6 c6 Gidp Nguyén Khoa Khué
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quan cong dwoc rudng thai 4p dé hwdng loc.

Khong thdy st chép s6 phan Hoang Cong Phu ra sao”.

e Pham Huy Pinh (?- 1776) nguti xa Cao M6 huyén
Than Khé. Khi Trinh SAm con 1a Thé t&, Chinh phi cta
Trinh Doanh 1a Nguyén Thi Vinh, ngdn khéng cho SAm
ngdi cung mam vé&i Thai tir Lé Duy Vi dé gitt 1& vua
toi. SAm cam gidn Thai tk, sau khi 1én cdm quyén, nam
1769, mwu v&i Hoang Ngii Phic va Pham Huy Pinh vu
cho Thai tr thong dam véi cung nhan cda Trinh Doanbh,
sai Pinh dem than binh di bat. Thai t& biét, trén vao
tdm dién cda vua. Pinh dén Dong cung khong tim thay,
di thang vao dién vua ké tdi Thai tt, diéu vé phu Chua.
Sam sai 1ap an, bat vua ky, giang Thai tr 1am thwong
dan, giam lai. Nam 1771, lai vu cho bon Tran Trong
Lam, Nguyén Hiru Ky..mudén cwép nguc dem Thai ti ra.
Sam sai tra tan, Vii B4 Xwdng dau qua nhan bira. Thai ti
bi ghép toi xi gido.

Nam 1773, Pinh thing chirc Thy pha sw (Té twéng)
phu Chua. Lé Quy Pon tuy tai gioi, nhung ca Trinh Do-
anh va Trinh Sdm déu khéng trong dung, phai két giao
vGi Pinh, sau dwoc gitr chirc Boi tung (Phé Té twdng).

Sam lai nghe Hoang Ngii Phic cho Dinh lam Hiép déc
suat dao Thanh Ho4, twéc Cong hai chit (nhé hon twéc
Cong mot chit, nhw Bang Cong thi cao hon Bang Trung
Cong), phong la Pai veong.

Nam 1776, Thw phu sw Thiéu quin c6ng Pham Huy
Pinh mit & Nghé An, truy phong Phuc than.

Pinh 1a ngudi c6 tinh d6 ky, ha khic, thAm doc, nhiéu
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lan gy ra nhitng vu 4n lén nhw vu giét Thai tir Duy Vis.

e Hoang Ngii Phiic (1713 - 1776) nguwoi xa Phung Cong,
huyén Yén Diing, xit Kinh Bic. Luc tré tw hoan dé dwoc
vao hau trong cung.

Nam 1740, gitt chirc Ta Thiéu giam, twdc Viép Trung
hau.

Nam 1743, dé xuit 12 diéu quan phap, dwoc Trinh Do-
anh cho thi hanh.

Tir 1744 dén 1750, cung Phan Pinh Trong dep loan
Nguyén Hitu Cau, thu phuc lai Kinh Bic. Cu phai chay
vao Nghé An. Phiic duwoc phong Tran thi Kinh Bic kiém
théng linh Bac dao, tw¢c Viép quan cong.

Nim 1751 danh Nguyén Doanh Phwong, bit dugc &
Lap Thach, cong bic nhat, dwoc phong Pai Tw d6, Tran
thu Son Nam.

DPén 1765 duoc ban kim bai khdc bén chir “Dw quéc
déng hwu” (cung hwdng yén vui, sung swéng véi nwde).

Ndam 1769 cung Trinh Sam va Pham Huy Dinh vu toi
cho Thai t& Duy Vi roi dem giét.

Dén 1774, xin vé hwu, dwoc ban cho hiéu Quéc lio.

Sau Sam lai triéu ra phong Thwong twéng, sai dem
36000 quin thuy bé danh dep mién Nam, Phic lu6n
ludn thang tran, tién dén Phu Xuan, bat dwoc Truong
Phtic Loan, chiia Nguyén phai b chay.

1775 tién vao Quang Nam, chiém dworc hai dé6n Cau Dé
va Trung Son r6i méi cho quin tam nghi.

Vi mic bénh té liét, dwgc tré vé Thing Long. Trén

dwong vé kinh sw, mat & trén thuyén tai Vinh Dinh
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(Nghé An) nam 1776.

Hoang Ngii Phic tw thé oai phong, quin 1énh nghiém
minh, hanh quan rit c6 ky luat. Khi chiém dwoc Phu
Xuan, Phuc thu nhat nhitng th quy gid dang chuda
Trinh, con thi niém phong.

Thudc ha Thé trung hdu Hoang Dinh Thé cuép ctiia dan,
Phuc sai U6ng Si Dién tra hoi, dem tra lai dan réi khong
ban dén chuyén thwdng cong danh dwoc Liy Thiy.

V&i Nguyén Nhac, Phuc to ra vién twéng biét quyén binh,
thay triéu dinh lam t¢ hiéu du, ban cho Nhac mii 4o...

Khi Phic di Nam chinh, Sdm miy lan gi trat tham hoi,
dwa chi du khen, thwéng vang bac, quan do do dung,
sdm quy vai muwoi lang, cho chay ngwa tram dem dén.
Lai thang cho lam Dai Tran thi Thanh Hoa...

Phiic 6m nang con gii khai vé tiu ban véi Chtia khoan
danh Quang Nam, hdy cho quan si nghi ngoi vai nam,
Sam nghe theo.

Khi Phic mat, SAm bai chiu.

Phuc c6 tiéng 1a nguoi cin trong, viéc 16n nho trong
quan déu ty minh xem xét, dung binh khéng ciy may
riii, Xt sw quad quyét, trung tin, rit dwoc long nguoi.
Nguyén Hiru Chinh coi Phic 12 quan thay.

Phuiic khong c6 con, nuoi ngudi chau la Hoang Pinh
Bao (tirc quan Huy) lam con nudi. Bao lai ldy con gai
chua Trinh Doanh. Viy canh, thudéc ha cta Phuc day
triéu, quyén uy lirng 1ay dén ndi dan chung don 1a Phiic
mudn cudp ngdi d€ 1ap “Triéu dinh Hoang thi” sau nay

truyén cho Bao, dat ra nhirng loi sdm truyén:
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“Thd st van yém nguyét = con ré la ddm may che mit

~ U NN

trang (chi chit “t&” = con ré, ttrc Hoang Pinh Bao).

“Hoang hoa nhat diéu hwong” = hoa vang cang ngay
cang téa hwong thom (chi chir “Viép”, tec Hoang Ngi
Phuc).

Con c6 ciu “Mot logn dudi dan dé” vi Bao tudi heoi (con
lon) con SAm va Khai déu tudi mui (con dé); Bao trwéc
tén la Dang Bao, c6 thé hiéu l1a 1én ngdi vua”, Phiic mudn
tranh hiém nghi cho déi ra Té Ly, sau méi doi lai thanh
binh Bao.

Phtc 1a mot vién twéng 16i lac, chién cong, danh vong
nhiéu, déi v&i chda Trinh to ra hét long trung truc, duy
c6 chuyén nhung tay vao vu giét Thai tir Duy Vi la mot
hanh dong khong dwoc quang minh.

Sau khi chét dwoc truy ting Thwong dang Phic than®.

* Poi Nguyén

e Lé vdn Duyét (1763 - 1832) sinh quan lang B6 Dg,
huyén M0 Dirc, Quang Ngai.

Nam 1780, Nguyén Anh biét Duyét c6 khuyét tat, sung
lam Thai gidm noi dinh.

Nam 1800, Duyét dung hda cong do6t thuy trai Ty Son
& clra bé Thi Nai, thu phuc Qui Nhon.

1812,1am Téng trin Gia Pinh cho dén 1816 thi vé kinh.

1820 lai ra gitr chirc Tong tran Gia Pinh cho t&i khi
maét.

Duyét 1a mot vién twéng tai, gitip Chiia Nguyén Anh
danh Trinh, dep Tay Son, biét quyén bién.

Tuy cé tinh tryc ngdn nhwng ngoai giao cling khon
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khéo. Khi st Xiém dén Ha Tién, nim 1820, khéng chiu
trinh qudc thuw, loi 18 c6 chd khong hop 1é, triéu dinh
giao cho 6ng tuy nghi hanh s, 6ng bit bé, stt Xiém phai
nhan 16i va nhat nhit vang 1&i. St Xiém dem vang bac
ting, 6ng khong nhan10,

La mot nha chinh tri xuit sic, 6ng rat dugc long dan,
nguoi ta ton xung 6ng la Pirc Thwong cong.

Ca hai vua Gia Long va Minh Ménh déu biét dai ong.
Khi cha 6ng ta thé, ndm 1827, triéu dinh khéng nhirng
gia phong chikc twérc, ban tién bac, con sai quan dén té
va 300 linh ho tang. Khi 6ng 6m & Gia Pinh, cling dwoc
tam nghi viéc dé diéu dwdng, lai cho phép con 6ng la
Kiéu ky d6 uy Lé van Yén di tham nom.

Theo ngwdoi Phép thi khi vua Gia Long méit, ong c6 y
muén ton pho dong chinh théng, hiu dué ctia Hoang ttr
Canh, lai khi vua Minh Ménh 1én cAm quyén, 6ng khuyén
can khong nén bac dii nhitng cong thin ngwdi Phap
nén bi vua dé bung ghét. Sau khi 6ng mat, nam 1833,
vua giao cho triéu dinh nghi ti muwu phan, san bang
ngdi mo, dung bia deo xiéng mang hang chir “Quyén
yém Lé van Duyét phuc phap x&” (=tén hoan quan Lé
van Duyét chiu phép nwéc & diy). Sau dan ching do
cho 1a vi xic pham dén md phan cla 6ng nén Troi ra
tai, nén dén 1835, vua Tw Dirc cho dng phuc chirc Vong
cac cong than Chwdng td quan, Binh tiy twéng quin,
twéc quan céng va dwoc the trong miéu Trung Hung
cong than.

Lang 6ng & Gia Pinh,
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Il - Churec vu va pham phuc

A/ Chirc vu

Trén nguyén tic, hoan quan chi gitt nhitrng cong viéc
hau ha trong cung. Michel Prc Chaigneau ké khi 1én 8
tubi dwoc triéu vao cung gip hoang hiu va cac phi tin
clia vua Gia Long, do mot vién hoan quan din duong.
Vién nay mic mot chiéc 40 ngdn mau lam, quan lua
trang, chit khan rong ban, cung kinh di sau mot quing
chir khong dadm di ngang hang. Lan thi nhi, khoang hai
chuc tu6i, sau khi & Phap tré lai Viét Nam, Michel Dirc
lai dwgc vua Minh Ménh triéu vao cung héi han chuyén
nwéc Phap. Michel Dic liéc thiy trong phong c6 mot
bon “diy té” chirng 15-20 tudi, dirng & goc phong, twa
lwng vao twong dei 1énh. Hé vua ra hiéu thi lap tic quy
dang diéu thudc 14 da cham sén va trudc khi dang phai
hut thtr vai hoi...

Theo S. Baron, chda Trinh rat wa hoan quan. Nhitng
nguoi nay sau khi phuc vu dd 8 nam trong triéu lién
dwoc cit nhic ra gitr nhitng chirc quan trong, c6 khi 14n
at ca cac dai thin c6 thuec tai.

Riéng chia Trinh Khai thi sw lién hé véi quan hoan
khoéng phai la it. Nguyén me Trinh Khai la Dwong thi
Ngoc Hoan khong duwgc Trinh SAm wa. Mot hdm nam
mo thay thian nhin cho mét tAm doan c6 vé dau rong,
tinh diy ké cho hoan quan Khé Trung hidu Chu Xuin
Pan nghe. Hiu cho la diém sinh quy tt, c6 y giup do.

Khi SAm cho doi Ngoc Khoan (ciing c¢6 chd chép 1a Ngoc
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Hoan) vao chiu, Hiu giad cich nghe nhdm dwa Ngoc
Hoan t&i, SAm khong n& dudi vé, sau trach mang thi
Hau dem chuyén ké lai, SAm nin lang. Sau d6 Ngoc Hoan
c6 thai sinh ra Trinh Khai nhwng SAm van khong wa, tru
trir khong muén 14p lam thé t, chi dinh cho hoan quan
Nguyén Phuwong Dinh lam Bdo phé.. Khi Trinh Khai
muu cudp ngdi Trinh Can, SAm sai Ngé6 Thoi Nham
cung bon hoan quan Ngan Trung Hiu, Pwong Trung
Hau, An Trung Hau cliing tra 4n'2,

Nguoi ta trach hoan quan chi nho xiém ninh dwoclong
vua chtla, r6i nAm quyén chinh, tic oai tac phuc..song
ta da thdy Lwong Pang lam quan to nhwng khong hé
tham dw quéc sw, gy bé ddng lam mwa l1am gié, ma chi
hoan tit viéc quy dinh mii 4o va 1& nhac, song van bi cac
dai than ché trach.

Trong Vii Trung Tuy But c¢6 Ta Chi Hau ciing 1a hoan
quan c6 thwc tai, hiéu thuit bép gin xwong, biét hat
xuwdng, xem twdng, vé truyén than gidi.

Nhitng hoan quan tién c6ng cho Trung Quéc c6 mét s6
dwoc str sdch nhic dén:

Minh Thai T6 bat ta c6ng ndp su sai, gai dep biét ddm
bép va hoa gia (hoan quan), sau tha sw va gai dep vé
chi gitr lai hoan quan va dai rat hiu. Nam 1405, Minh
Thanh T6 mwu d6 xam lang, sai bon hoan quan Nguyén
Toan, Nguyén Trung, Tlr C4, Ngd Tin di st, do xét dia
hinh nwéc ta. Bon ndy din ho hang hé quan Minh tran
sang thi dwng co bién rd la than thudc ctia noi quan nao

thi sé thoat nan. H6 Han Thwong biét chuyén sai giét
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hét than thudc bon Nguyén Toan13.

Tuy nhién, nhitng ngwoi bi tién cdng cho Trung Qudc
khéng phai toan bon ban nuwdc 1dp cong ma con cd
nhitng ngwoi c6 biét tai nhw Tran Vil va Nguyén An.

Minh str chép rdng nién hiéu Vinh Lac, Minh Thanh
Té ra Iénh Iing bdt nhitng vin nhdn Giao Chi cdt nhdc
cho giir chitc Tri huyén hay Tri pht, ldp tuyén bon trung
quan (hoan quan) Idy nguoi ngay thdng, trung hdu, man
cdn, théng sudt, cho hdu noi cdm sdnh. Trdan Vi dwoc
tuyén vao hdu Tuyén Cdéng, thdng chirc Thdi gidm, sau
cho déi tén thanh Vwong Ngoc Cdn, di theo vua ddnh Cao
Hu (tikc con Minh Thanh T6, lam phdn) c6 cdng to dworc
ban dai ngoc, yén vang, ngwa tét, vang lua... lai diic bén
qud dn vang khdc nhitng che “Trung can nghia dam”
(ld gan trung thanh, qud mdt nghia khi), “Kim diéu quy
khdch” (quy khdch déi mii diéu vang, tirc mii hoan quan
c6 con ve bdng vang), “Trung thanh tw 1&” (tw mai diia
long trung), “Tam tich song thanh” (bung da va hinh tich
déu trogn sdng).

Theo Hoang Minh théng ky c6 Nguyén An trai 5 doi vua
Minh (Thai Téng, Nhan Téng, Tuyén Téng, Anh Tong va
Canh Tdng) 1a ngudi gian di, khiac khé, cirng ran, liém
khiét, giéi vé mwu meo, tinh toan, rat s& trueong nhirng
cong viéc xay dwng. Viéc tu tao thanh Bic kinh 9 ctra, 2
cung, 3 dién, 5 phd, cong dwong, nha moén 6 bo va cac
treong xwdng, nha tram, An déu than hanh xép dit, to
ra rat c6 cong lao. Cac to tao trong b Cong chi viéc theo

ké hoach ctia An ma lam. Binh sinh dwoc vua ban cho
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tht gi déu dem nop lai kho cong khong s6t mot li'4.

Thoi nha Nguyén, vua Minh Ménh thiy cac hoan quan
doi trwde chuyén quyén, liing doan triéu chinh (c6 nguoi
noi vi vua ghét Lé van Duyét) nén nam 1836 ha lénh tir
nay hoan quan khong dwoc gitt nhirng chirc phdm nhw
cac quan dai thin, lam quan ciing khong dwoc qua t&
pham. Sic 1énh nay dwoc khic bia da dé trudc Qudc T
Giam, dén nam 1918 van con & canh Vin Miéu.

Vua lai dat ra nhirng chirc twdc riéng biét danh cho
hoan quan:

Hang Chirc Lwong thang

Bdt gao quan tién

Hang nhit Thu dang Quang Vu va Dién sy Thai giam
48 72

Hang nhi Thir ddng Kiém su va Phung nghi Thai giam
36 60

Hang ba Trung dang Thira vu va Dién thang Thai gidam
36 48

Hang tw A ding Cung su va Ho Thang Thai giam 24 36

Hang nam Ha ding Cung phung va Thtra bién Thai
giam 24 24

3 hang trén c6 quyén xin chirc Nhiéu phu cho cha, va
chirc Mién nhiéu cho an hem hay chéu trai, hang 4 va 5
chi dwoc xin Mién nhiéu.

Vua Thanh Thai khéng wa hoan quan nén thay thé
bang cung nit. Khi vua ngw thién (an) thi dau bép dang
mobi ngudi mot moén, dwa cho Thi vé dem dén cho ndi

giam, nhitng ngudi nay lai chuyén giao cho cung nir quy
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dang!®

B/ Pham phuc

*Poi Tran

Sach Toan Thw chichép hoan quan doi Tran mac 4o
xanh va tr 1306 dung quin hai 6ng chitr khong ding
xiém nita.

Trong An nam chi lworc (tr. 222) Lé Tac viét can ké hon:

Cac ndi quan Thwong phdm doéi mi dwong thwong
dinh ong bwé'm vang, mdc phdm phuc. Binh thwong thi
d6i khian nhung mau tia xen miu biéc, lam 6 tua két sau
khin; dai thit ngang dé té vé quan quy.

Hang Trung phdm mil 4o sic ché hoi gidm. Thudng
phuc thi khan két tua mau tia.

Ha phdm d6i mi dwong thwong tia, 4o tia; khan ngay
thwong cé tua den, dat ngoc, vang, déi moi.

Khong dung hot.

Chap tay lay vua.

* Nha Lé quy dinh y phuc hoan quan rat ré rang.
Theo Lé triéu chiéu linh thién chinh thi cac chirc Tong
Thai giam, D6 Thai gidm, Quan ddc ty ndi gidm, twéc
quan cong an mac nhw sau:

- Vao chau vua d6i mii cdnh chubn, mic 40 mau hong,
bd t&r théu hé bdo (nhw cac hoang ti, virong tlr twdrc
quéan cong), dai dat doi moi bit bac, chan di hia tat.

- Vao chau phd Chia doi mii 6 sa'® 4o lam c6 vat che
sau, gidy lung kép dat ngoc.

- Pwoc dem theo hai nguoi hiu.

- Khi di duwdong khan chit mot, vong ba don son den,
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yén ngwa son tia thép thau.

bi ra ngoai thanh thém mot long miu xanh, vé hoa
xanh cé ngu ru.

- Ao mic thudng, bang gdm véc cadc mau, hom 4o son
son thép vang mét vach, hom mi son den thép chi vang.

C4m khong dwoc vé rong, phwong, ky lan.

Mam, 4n thw bang tre dan, thép chi bac

Bat dia TAu bit thau.

*Thoi nha Nguyén, theo sic 1énh ca vua Minh Ménh
thi mii 4o hoan quan nhuw sau:

- Ao mau luc cho cac quan cao cap, mau lam cho nhitng
nguoi chire thap, bd tir mau d6 théu hoa xanh luc.

Cac Thai giam thoi xwa deo mot vong lua trang ru
xudng hai bén nguwc dén tan that lung, sau nay chi deo
mot thé bai nga khic rd chirc phan.

- Mi Thai gidm bang phing & trén dinh va hinh bau
duc (khac véi mi cdc quan triéu hinh tron va néc
khum khum) cé dat vang bac theo chirc twéc va dinh
mot qua bong.

Theo Hdu Hdn chi, théi xwa mi hoan quan c6 tua vang
diém mot con ve sau va mot cai dudi chudt, ngu y rang
ve sau thanh khiét chi sng toan bang swong sé'm, con
chudt thi c6 thé len 16i vao tit ca nhitng ché rat kin dao
trong tham cung.

Vién hoan quan ma Crawfurd da gap nam 1822 (cé 1é
la L& van Duyét?) tuy gilr chtrc “Governor” (Tong tran?)
nhwng an mic rit don gian: 4o lua trdng tron va khin

nhiéu cling mau trang.
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Ill - Boi s6ng

Hoan quan c6 hai loai:

- Mét loai sinh ra da c6 khuyét tit hay bi tai nan, nhw
ché cdn, ma thanh tat. Nguwdi xwa tin rang nhitng ngwoi
nay c6 sé lam quan to.

- Loai thi nhi tw hoan hay do cha me dem con ra thién.

Hang thit nhit, khi dia tré sinh ra thay c6 tit, thi gia
dinh hay x6m lang lién khai trinh xin cho lén 1én dwoc
sung chic ndi thi. Khoang 10 tudi dira tré dwoc tién
cung, giao cho cac hoan quan gia huin luyén cong viéc
chau hiu trong cung.

Hang thi nhi thi tir triéu Ly da cé 1énh nghiém cim:
Nam 1162, xudng chiéu ké nao ty thién xi& 80 trwong,
thich 23 chir vao mat.

Qudc triéu hinh ludt thoi Lé cling chép: “Ai tw hoan xir
toi Iwu, ai thién hé hodc chira chdp gidm téi mét bdc,
xd quan khéng phdt gidc xw téi do (giam cam lam kho
sai)1?.

Sé& di ¢ 1énh nghiém cdm nhw thé vi hogn quan cé thé
gitr nhitng chikc vu trong yéu, cé nhiéu quyén uy, gitip do
gia dinh hay xém lang dwoc nén nhiéu ngwoi ham. Lé
triéu chiéu linh thién chinh cho biét cdc ndi gidm sung
chirc Thdi bdo, Thdi su;, Thiéu su, Thdi phd, Thiéu phé vdi
twdc qudn céng thi 8 ngwaoi con dwgc phong la Quan vién
tis, 7 ngwoi chdu dwoc phong la Quan vién tén8,

Doc dén day han ai cling la: da 12 hoan quan sao lai ¢

con? Hién nhién trweong hop nay xay ra du nhiéu dé co
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ca mot dao ludt danh cho con chau hoan quan. Cwong
muc ching han chép ndm 1480 khi Nghi Dan néi loan,
ndi quan Thi hdu Pho6 chwdéng Dao Biéu tir tiét, gia san
bi sung cong. Khi Thanh Tong 1én ngbi, truy tang Pao
Bi€u mot tw, ban cho 5 mau tw dién dé cung té, lai tra
dién san bi tich thu trwéc cho vo con9.

Cé lé nhirng ngwoi nay, nhw Ly Thwong Kiét, da 1y vo
trwde khi tw hoan, hodc cling mudn c6 gia dinh riéng,
14y mot cung nir da bi thai hay 14y con nha hang pho roi
nudi con nudi. A. Laborde ké chuyén & Hué xwa c6 mot
thi€u phu 14y chéng hoan quan nhwng ngiy tho khéng
hiéu chéng minh bit binh thwdng, mai dén khi chong
chét, di cai gid ma&i ro va dem chuyén minh tim sw véi
mot vai nguwdi ban.

Cling theo Laborde, c6 mot vién Poi Thi vé bi an tir
hinh vi an & v&éi mot hoan quan va...sinh ra mét dra
con!

Chua Trinh dung téi 4-5000 hoan quan nhwng dén doi
vua Thanh Thai nha Nguyén vi khong wa hoan quan
nén sd nguwoi hiu cdn vua trwdce c6 15 sau chi con 9.
Pén nam 1918 lai c6 1énh cdm bo dung thém hoan quan
mé&i, nhirng nguwoi ci cho tiép tuc git chire.

* Twédng mao va tinh tinh

Khi n6i dén hoan quan ngwoi ta thwong nhic dén cai
cam khong rau, dang diéu éo 14 nhw phu nitt, va tinh
tinh khé thwong, ngao man, vo 1é...dwong nhw dé bu lai
nhirng mdc cam tw ty. Sau day la hoan quan nhin qua

con mat cac chirng nhan Viét ciing nhw ngoai qudc:
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- Nam 1778, Chapman, mdt ngudi do cong ty An do
cia Anh gtri sang, da gap & Hué mét vién hoan quan gitr
chirc “Quan Tam Quon”, quyén uy vwot ca vién “Vice-
roy” (Tong tran?). Vién nay c6 tdnh hay hoanh hoe, kh-
inh ngui. Trwdc hét bat Chapman phai dirng cho ngoai
cong ca ntra gir méi cho vao nha. Vao roi ciing khong
theém ra tiép ngay, chi & trong nha hoi vong ra miy ciu,
mai sau m&i cho cuén rém 1én va Chapman thiy duwéi
anh nén vang vot mot déng thit Iu Iu, di dang, nguoi
c6 vé thap lun, ma xé xuéng... Khi Chapman phan nan
nhirng ngwdi dwdi quyén minh bi ngwoc dai, vién Tong
tran xin 16i rang 6ng khong c6 quyén hanh gi, moi sw ct
diéu dinh thang véi vién hoan quan. Vién nay to ra rat
vd 18, chiri ria va con sai dem ting vat clia Chapman,
mot chiéc ddng hd, ra tré lai néi rang dong ho da vo, tré
nén vo dung20,

Ngay 2/9/1822, Crawfurd da gap mot hoan quan gitr
chitrc “Governor of Saigon” (c6 1€ 1a Lé van Duyét?) va
td mot cudc gap g& kha twong tan: “Gitra phong, trén
mot cai sap cao hon thwong 1€, 1a vién “Téng tran” (?)
dang ngdi chém ché. Chung toi tién 1én cui chao, dng
ta cr ngdi yén khong dap 1&. Sau d6 ngudi ta chi cho
ching tdi ngdi xuéng diy ghé bén phai dng ta, gh&€ bén
trai danh cho vién quan cao cip bic nhi trong phong,
nhitng ngudi khac dirng diang sau hoic ngdi trén mot
cai sip khac. Vién “Téng trdn” gia la mot hoan quan
nhuwng néu khong biét trwdc thi khéng thé doan ra. Tuy

cam dng ta khong c6 rau va giong néi yéu ¢t nhw dan ba,
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nhung chwra téi mirc khién ngudi ta phai nghi ngo. Ong
ta c6 vé khong quan tAm mdy t&i y phuc, chi mac mot
40 lua tring tron va doi mot chiéc khin nhiéu rong ban
cling mau trang”. Crawfurd dem Ié vt ra ting nhung
vién “Téng trdn” tir chdi ndi rang hai bén dang & thé
diéu dinh, ting 1& vat bay gio qua sém, dng khong thé
nhén. Crawfurd rat phuc tw cach vién “Tong tran” khi
dem On gta ra so sanh v&i cdc quan chirc ngudi Xiém.
Nhuwng vira vé dén nha thi thiy “Téng trin” sai nguoi
dem thwc phdm t&i ting: trau, dé, lon, gao vv... va nhan
thé cho biét lic ndy quan “Téng tradn” khong tién nhan
qua trwedc mat cong chung nhwng ngai rit vui long nhan
may khiu sung va cai 6ng vién kinh ma Crawfurd dinh
bigu21.

Pham Khic Hoe, trong Ttr Triéu dinh Hué dén chién khu
Viét Bdc ké rang thang 8 nam 1945, khi 6ng di chao ba
Tl cung dé ra Ha Noi, thi dot nhién mot vién Thai giam
gia chay dén tru¢c mat sup lay. Vién nay mat xanh nhw
tau 13, dau bac, cdm khong riu, ma nhin nheo, miéng
xé xuéng, mit rung rung, cit giong khan khan hoéi vé s6
phan ctua minh sé dwocdinh doat ra sao? c6 dwoc linh
lwvong thang 8 hay khong? sau nay sé lam gi?..Héi ra
m&i biét vién nay do cha me thién tir nam 12 tudi, doi
vua Thanh Thai, d3 gan 50 nam. Khi m&i vao cung dworc
hoc T& thw, Ngii kinh, tip 1am viéc vat, dén 20 tudi sung
chirc Thira Bién Thai gidm, nam 1945 giit chitc Phung
nghi Thai giam. Nhiém vu chinh 1a chuyén dat ménh

1énh cda vua t&i phi tin va khi vua ngy téi ba nao thi
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ghi chép ngay git cho diing dé phong viéc tranh chap vé
sau. Tt khi vua Khai Dinh méit thi khéng phai lam viéc
nay nita, chi con nhiém vu chau hau ba T cung, gitup
d® cac phi tan trong viéc cing bai, tu hanh va lién lac
véi bén ngoai.

Nam 1958, cu Vwong Hong Sén di tham lang Dién Tho
(Gia Long) nham ngay 1& Thanh minh, tinh c& dwoc
chirng kién mot budi té 1€ va liéc thiy noi gian nha sau
cho té€ c6 mot nhém quan thi “rdt ddéng”, mic 40 mau
lam, dang dirng cho t& 1€ xong thi chia phan, c6 nguoi
da gia sum, ké con sbn son, ngwdi nao cam ciing nhan
thin khong mot soi rau.

Hoan quan khong phai ngwoi nao cling xiu xi, éo 1a.
Trong Vi Trung tuy biit, Pham Dinh H6 cho biét Ta Chi
Hau, ndi thi thoi Trinh Khwong (Giang) “twéng mao hliing
vi, phang phit giong Viép quin cong Hoang Ngii Phuc”.

A. Laborde da chup dwgc anh mot vién hoan quan 62
tubi, mot trong nhirng ngudi c6 dia vi quan trong hoi
dau thé ky XX, trong coi mot cai lang, gitr gin do tho
cung va phat lwong cho 9 nguwdi cung nhan gia & do.
Tiéc rang Laborde khong cho in 4nh vién hoan quan ma
chi cho biét mat mii vién nay giong mit ba gia, vu cling
x€ xudng nhw nguc ba gia.

* Cung giam vién

Khi cac hoan quan khong phai hau chiu thi c6 quyén
rut vé Cung giam vién. Vién nay gom 9 gian, cling la noi
an hoc clia cac ndi gidm tré va 1a chd tra ngu cla gia

dinh hoan quan t&¢i tham. Nam 1918, vién da do nat chi
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con nha bép, mot cai miéu th¢ thin va cai cdng mang
hang chit “Cung giam vién mon”.

* Chua Twr Hiéu

Chuia xay trén mot chiéc d6i nhd, trén dwong di dén
lang Twc Dirc, khuit sau mét lum ciy. Khung canh rat
tinh mich va tuyét dep c6 su6i chay, cé thong reo, chim
hét, dé€ kéu. Bia dwng & cong chua cho biét diy thudc
lang Dwong Xuan, huyén Hwong Thuy, pha Thira Thién,
nui Ngu Binh & phia Dong Nam, Hwong Giang & Tay Bac.

Chua do thién sw Nhat Pinh tao dwng, sau c6 ba vién
ndi giam vé hwu dén trd va xin dwoc triéu dinh tro cap
nhiéu tién. Pén 1893, cic hoan quan tw déng gop tién
xay lai chua, mé& rong ra va dung lam nha dwéng lao
cung noi tho cling nhitng hoan quan da méit. Bia dung
& chua ghi: “Khi con s6ng ching t6i dén chua tim yén
tinh, khi 6m dau chung t6i vé diy dwdng bénh va sau
khi chét ching tbi cung dwoc chdn cat véi nhau & day.
Du s6ng hay chét, chua ciing 1a noi yén nghi cua ching
t6i"22.

* Nghia dia

Ngay canh chua la nghia dia cia hoan quan. Nhitng
ng6i mo & day dwoc xay cit cAn d6i nhau chung quanh
mot cai san gach. Nam 1918, khi Laborde téi tham, cé
tit ca 18 ngdi md nhwng chi c6 9 ngdi da xay, nhirng cai
kia con dé ngo.

* Thap Bb Dé

Trudc clva chua c6 thap Bo dé do thién sw Tir Hiéu

xdy tr nam 1896 véi sy gitip d& cta cac hoan quan,
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xin dwoc tién tro cip cua Thai phi. Thap dung dé chira
nhitng pho twong v hay nhirng quyén kinh da cii nat
ma ngudi ta khéng duoc virt di, phai dé cho chung tw
muc nat dan. Thap chi c6 mét ctra & tirng thir hai, mudn
ném bo vat gi vao thap phai bat thang.

Thdng giéng, 1994
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Chuong X
Nua dong mau Viét




z day toi khéng c6 y dinh ndi chung vé tat ca nhirng
O:lgu'(‘)i lai Viét Nam ma chi dic biét chu y t&i bén
nguoi di cdm but viét vé qué ngoai cia ho. Nhitng
ngudi nay déu cd it nhiéu tén tudi song mdi ngwdi phan
rng mot cach khi dé cap dén ngudi Viét hay dat Viét.

Samuel BARON nhén xét vé nguwoi Viét & thé ky 17 nhw
sau: “tinh tinh hién hdu nhwng hén yéu, wa khoac lac,
hiéu hoc nhwng chi dé ra lam quan...”

Michel BPlirc CHAIGNEAU x4c nhan nguoi Viét & thé
ky thi 19 ciing hay khoe khoang, khoac lac, lai & ban...
nhirng nghé nhan tai giéi khong phai khéng c6 nhung
bi chinh thé vui dap...

Hai ngwdi nay da quan sat Viét Nam tir bén ngoai nhin
vao, trong khi 4y thi HO Dzé&nh va Kim LEFEVRE lai
nhin Viét Nam tir qua tim nhin ra nén ho HO méi thu
thi: “T6i yéu cai gidi dit cin lao nay, cai giai dat thoat
dwoc ra ngoai su loc lira, phan tric, cai giai dat chi bi
bac ddi ma khong bac dai ai bao gio”.

Héan ho HO khéng thé& nao ngd ring chi may chuc nim
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sau, tai Paris, lai c6 mot nguwoi con lai khac 1én tiéng
than thé - mot thiéu phu vira ¢6 hoc van vira xinh dep:
“Toi yéu nwdc Vit Nam nhwng Viét Nam chang yéu
t6i!” Vi bi Viét Nam hat htii ma Kim LEFEVRE phai chon
& lai Phap.

Bon nguoi, bon hoan canh, bon ca tinh; ba nguoi goc
Au, mot nguoi goc A; ba nam, mot nit; hai nguoi dit

khoat chon Tay phwong, hai nguoi thién vé qué ngoai.

I. Samuel BARONE

Samuel BARON 1a mdt ngwoi Hoa Lan lai Bic. Cha lam
dai dién cho céng ty An D6 - Hoa Lan & Cacho (Ké Cho
= Thang Long) vao nam 1663. Lén 1én, Samuel Baron
cling giip viéc cho cong ty nay, sau doi sang lam cho
céng ty An Do ctia Anh, 14y quéc tich Anh, rdi cudi cling
bo di budn riéng quanh viing Pong Nam A. Nhitng nim
1678/80/82 déu co tré lai Ké Cho.

Véi tw cach mot ngwdi da sinh va séng nhiéu nam &
Bic, Samuel Baron viét cudn A Description of the King-
dom of Tonqueen (khoang 1685/6) dé gi¢i thiéu Dang
ngoai véi ngudi Anh. Day la mot trong nhirng cudn sach
dau tién viét vé Viét Nam cta ngudi Au va cling 1a mot
nguodn tu liéu quy bau cua ching ta vé doi song Pang
ngoai thoi Hau Lé. Trwdc dd, Tavernier cling da cho xuét
ban mot cudn sach vé Viét Nam song bi Samuel Baron
ché 1a bia didt nhirng diéu hoang dwong. Samuel Baron
cam doan nhitng chi tiét trong sach minh méi dung sw

that, vi ngoai kinh nghiém ban than, Samuel Baron con
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nh¢ ngudi ban x& ¢é uy tin chi diém cho nhirng khia
canh nao khong ndm virng.

Chung ta hay thir theo Samuel Baron di nguwoc thoi
gian trd vé thé ky 17 xem doi song cta ong cha ta luc
dy ra sao?

Trwéc hét, kinh dé6 Thing Long da té ra chat choi.
Cho hop mdi thang hai ky vao nhitng ngdy mdéng mot
va ngay ram, moi lan c6 phién chg nguoi cac noi dé vé
déng chat dwong di, mudn nhich 1én dé6 mot tram buwéc
phai mit dén ntra tiéng dong ho. Phd phwong tu hop
theo nghé nghiép. Cac dinh thy xay cit bang gb, trong
bé ngoai tdm thwong chi khdng c6 gi nguy nga, trang
16. Nha ctia thwong dan bang tre nira. Nhirng diéu nay
phin dong dwoc gido si Baldinotti xdc nhin (1626) va
giai thich: “Vi nha bang tre nira nén Thing Long hay bi
héa hoan, c6 lan thiéu rui t&i ndm, sau nghin néc nha,
song nh&r Ké cho von c6 nhiéu ho ao nén dap tat ltra dé
dang va chi bon, nam hém sau nha ctra lai dwng l1én san
sat nhw cli”

Nguwoi dan Viét tAim véc bé nho, yéu 6t, tinh tinh nhu
hoa, khong néng niy nhwng wa ganh ti, lai doc 4c, séng
swong, hay mé tin, di doan, hay khoac lac; dan toc tim
thwong, ngheéo khon ma lai khinh bi nganh giao thwong,
hiéu hoc chang phai vi ham hiéu biét ma vi muén dat
muc dich ra lam quan; khéng wa du lich ma ciing khong
tin 1oi nhirng ngwoi da di xa thiy rong, tw cao, tw dai,
cho rang Viét Nam la nhat...

Tiéng Viét thi mot chir tro vao dén 12, 13 vat khac

206 NGUYEN THI CHAN QUYNH



nhau.

bi tham ban bé phai doi sau bira com trwa, di budi
sang la vo 1&.

Trudc khi an com khong rira tay lai siic miéng, vi
miéng an trau, con an com thi da c6 dia khéng an béc,
khong s¢ tay ban.

Luat 1 bit chudc TAu nhung dwoc chAm chwéc dung
hoa vé&i phong tuc ¢6 truyén thanh ra c6 phan nhan hiu
hon Trung Qudc va ca Aristote nira: Chang han dan b3,
tré con pham t6i khong bi hanh ha chat chan tay, hay
béu riéu noi cong cong.

Hang thang vua Lé hop triéu vao nhirng ngay méng 5
va ngay ram; lwong vua khodng 8000 d6 la mot nam.
Dia vi vua Lé luc 4y da suy yéu dén ndi dan gian cé
cau: “MAt mot nghin dng Vua khong bang mat mot ong
Chuia” béi Chtia cAm quyén chinh, mdi khi thay d6i Chua
la mo6t lan chinh thé bi xdo tron, ké 1én ngudi xudng, gy
nén tinh trang hoang mang, bat an.

Chua Trinh thiét triéu méi ngay tir 8 g sang. Khi Chua
14m triéu, quan tdc vé mang v6 khi dirng ngoai san, noi
gidm tdc trec quanh minh dé dé don tir 1én, hay truyén
ménh lénh tir trén xudng. Chia dung t&i bon, ndm tram
ndi thi va rat thwong yéu nhirng ngwoi nay, thwong cat
nhic ho vao nhitng chirc vi quan trong c6 khi 14n at ca
cac quan van voé cé thuyc tai.

C6 diéulala, theo S. Baron, khi vao chiu Chida cac quan
mac quan 4o rit dep nhwng chan thi lai di dat. Trén

nguyén tac, mil 4o cac quan di c6 luat1é 4n dinh tir 14u,
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moi triéu du c6 thay ddi it nhiéu chi tiét song van phai
day du lé bd: mi, 4o, xiém, y, hia, hét, vv... khong 1é hia
chi dung di ttr nha dén phu Chda roi dén noi cdi ra di
chan dat?

Tuy S. Baron khen cic Chda Trinh la nhirng nguoi tot -
khong cwédp ngdi vua Lé, khong tan sat nguwdi trong ho
- nhwng td ra bt man v&i tuc 1€ ai mudn kéu cau diéu gi
& pht Chtia déu phai kém theo 18 vat.

Phu Chtia nam gitra kinh thanh, rong rai, tudmg vay bon
phia. Trong va ngoai déu c6 trai linh canh. Néi tAim dworc
xay cat xa hoa, 16ng 14y, son son thép vang, cham tré tinh
vi. Nhung gido si Amaral (1638) lai viét hoi khac: “Ké
cho thuong bi chién tranh thiéu rui nén 1au dai khong
xay cat bang da cho bén virng ma xay bang gach, gd, c6 bi
thiéu dét xay lai cling dé. Vi lo héa hoan, trong thanh chi
c6 cung vua L&, phu Chia nam & ngoai thanh”.

bong cung Thé tir hang ngay ciing hop cac quan & phu
riéng nén chi vao chau Chtia méi thang mot Ian. Thudng
nhat cho dai dién tic truc & phu Chua dé theo roi tinh
hinh ma liéu bé hanh sw cho dn khép!.

Vua, Chda rat it khi ra ngoai. Lén ngoi cling khéng ctr
hanh dai 1& linh dinh vi phong tuc Viét Nam v6n kiém
woec.

Khi Vua bang ha, cd nwéc phai dé tang khéng duoc
dung xa xi phAm nhw deo vang ngoc hay mac gdm voc.
Quan si van toan do den.

Ngudi dan khi chét, dan 6ng mic bay cd 4o dep dep

nhit cta minh, dan ba chin cai. Trong miéng ngwoi chét
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bo vang ngoc dé sang thé gi¢i bén kia cé tién chi dung.
Nguodi nghéo khdng cd vang ngoc thi cit méng chan
mong tay bd vao miéng ngudi chét, tin rang miéng do
béan thi ngudi qua c6 khong thé tré vé tac yéu tac quai
vOi ngudi sdng.

S. Baron dwa ra nhiéu chi tiét kha la: vi du bitc hoa
vé canh chta Trinh thiét triéu lai ngo6i trén vong, trong
rat la lung khé hiéu ma cling khé tin. Song trong Ky Sw
Lén Kinh cta Hai Thwong Lan Ong, mot danh y thoi 4y,
dwoc voi lén Thang Long chita bénh cho cha con Tring
Can, pha Chaa dwoc td nhw sau: “Gian gitra dat moét
sap ngu thép vang, trén sip mac mot chiéc vong diéu.
Truéc vong va ban ghé hai bén bay toan nhirng thir ma
nguoi doi chwa tirng thiy...Thanh thwong xuéng vong
ngoi trén ném gam, nghiéng ngwoi sang phia trai, dat
tay l1én trén chiéc g6i dém roi bado quan Chanh duwong
xem bénh truwéec..” Nhw vy 1a trong ndi tim cta Chua
qua c6 mac vong bén trén sap, song khong ro khi thiét
triéu Chua cé ngbi vong thwe sw hay khong? Ngbi vong
c6 18 thoai mai hon nhung e thiéu nghiém chinh.

Tuy S. Baron tin minh viét toan sw thit, song cuén A
Description of the Kingdom of Tonqueen chira dwng kha
nhiéu diéu sai lAm ma ta c6 thé kiém chirng dé dang, ti
nhw bdo Ly Chiéu Hoang 14y Tran Canh chi miy thang
sau ca hai cung bi mét ngwoi khac giét chét dé chiém
ngoi. S. Baron sai Iam ngay c& nhirng khi bat bé Taver-
nier, c6 1 vi khong am twong, lai 1am viéc ciu tha.

S. Baron t6 y khéng tin nguwdoi Viét biét chir Han tir
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trwdc khi nha Pinh 1én cAm quyén va cling chang tin
Viét Nam thang néi Trung Quéc miy tran. Theo y S.
Baron, d6 la vi nguoi Viét wa khoac lac, néu Tau qua
thuc c6 lui quan vé thi han vi ho bi ndi loan hay ngoai
xam, chi nhat dinh nguoi Viét khéng da tai can danh
bai mot cwdng qudc, chang qua noi khoac dé giir thé
dién v&i ngoai quoc va con chau. RS rang vi thién kién
néu su that da bi S. Baron bép méo.

Vé y duoc, thoi dy dwong nhw ta ¢6 mot thi 14 chiva
bénh giy xwong rat than hiéu. Gido si Christophe Borri,
séng & Dang trong cung thoi, ké chuyén chinh 6ng bi
nga giy xwong, chita theo phwong phap Au Tay khong
lanh, sau nho mot thay lang lay 14 gid nho bang bé, it
lau sau khéi. Gido si thtr thi nghiém, bé giy chan g3,
roi cling y theo cach ctia thay lang bé lai, thay rat hiéu
nghiém dén ndi khi vé nuwéc dng cling dem theo mot
b6 14 trong hanh trang, tiéc rang vé dén noi, 14 kho, hét
hiéu lyc. Tuy gido si ca ngoiy khoa Viét Nam, nhwng S.
Baron van mot muc hoai nghi, cho dé ciling chi 1a mot
chuyén khoac lac cia ngudi Viét, diu rang cong nhan
14y hanh nwéng gia nhé dip rén thi khéi bénh chuéng
bung, va thud dy nguwoi Viét da biét dung hap giac rat
thuong?.

Vé dao Phit & Trung Qudc, S. Baron néu ra mot gia
thuyét rat ky quai: vua Tau nghe don c6 mét dao & Tay
phwong nhiéu ngudi hAm mo bén sai cac quan di tim.
Ba nim sau, cic quan Tau di dén An D6, gip dao Phat

bén cho ngay l1a da tim dén noi, va thinh 72 cudén kinh
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vé, nhor d6 dao Phéat c6 dip banh trwedng & Trung Quéc.
Theo y S. Baron thi cdi dao dwoc nhiéu ngwoi hAm mo
dy chinh ra phai la dao Thién chda, da lam ra nhiéu
phép la. Chi vi cac quan Tau lwoi biéng, lam viéc khong
dén noi, dén chon cho nén dao Phit gianh mat dat cta
dao Thién chua. Pao Thién chia méi la chanh dao, con
cai dao Phat hoang dwong kia chi mé hoic néi nhirng
bon ngu dét, vé hoc nhw phu nit hay hoan quan.

Tém lai A Description of the Kingdom of Tonqueen ghi
chép nhiéu diéu chinh xac song lai chen 1an vé&i nhitng
diéu sai 1am do tac gia hoic khéng ndm virng van dg,
hodc vi thién kién. Hong Lam, trong Trung Bdc Chil
Nhdt s6 144 da to ra nhe da ca tin khi tuyén bd: “S. Bar-
on quan sat phong tuc Viét Nam kha ddng va ngoi but

cong binh hon ca”.

Il. Michel buc CHAIGNEAU (1803-1894)

Michel Dircla con dau long ctia Jean Baptiste Chaigneau
(1769-1832), tlirc Chuia thu Long, mot trong hai nguoi &
lai lam quan lau dai véi vua Gia Long sau khi gitip vua
thang quan Tay Son. Ca hai da “vAng ménh” Gia Long
cwdi vo Viét: Vannier 14y Nguyén thi Sen, Chaigneau 13y
Benadette H6 Thi Hué, mot con chién ngoan dao & Hué.
L& cwédi cr hanh tai nha thd Phi Cam dau nam 1802,
dén 1803 thi Michel Pic ra doi. Mudi mot nam sau
khi cwéi va sinh ha dwoc chin ngwoi con, ba Hué mat.
Nguoi ve Phap ma Crawfurd da gap & Hué nam 1823 ¢6

1& 1a vo sau cua Jean Baptiste Chaigneau.
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Jean Baptiste r&i Phap 1an du vao nam 1791. Con nha
dong & dat Lorient (Bretagne), thudc phe bao hoang, J.
Baptiste bit man véi chinh thé m&i bé nwéce ra di, khi
dy chi 1a mot si quan tré tu6i, vo danh. Sau thoi gian
lam quan véi Gia Long, nam 1819, J. Baptiste vé tham
qué, dén 1821 lai roi Phap di Viét Nam lan niva, nhung
lan nay véi tw cach mot vi Lanh sy cta vua Lo y 18.
Khi dén noi thi vua Gia Long da mét (25/1/1820), vua
Minh Ménh 1én cAm quyén cé y xa lanh ngoai qudc,
khong trong vong Chaigneau va Vannier nhw Gia Long,
lai thém sw ganh ti cia cac quan dai than ngay mét 1o,
nén dén 1824 thi ca Chaigneau 1an Vannier ciing dem
gia quyén vé Phap.

Michel DPirc séng & Viét Nam dén ndm mudi sdu tudi
m&i theo cha sang Phap 1an d4u, va muoi chin tudi lai
theo vé Viét Nam. Nam 1863-64, sit bd Phan Thanh
Gian sang Phap thwong thuyét dé chudc lai ba tinh
mién Pong, c6 gap gia quyén cua hai vién si quan nay.
Ba Vannier khi 4y da ngoai 80 tudi, nha tdn mién Nam
nuéc Phap cling chdng gy 1én Paris ra mat sit bd va &
lai cho dén hém tién biét. M4y ndm sau thi mat, chon &
Toulon.

Michel Dirc, ciing da trén 60, thin hanh dén tin st
quan tham hai va khi st b vé con giri dang vua Ty Dirc
mot birc truyén than, song s bd khong dam nhén vi
hinh vé ban than, so mang to6i khi quan.

Nam 1867, Michel Ptrc cho xuit ban cudn Souvenirs de

Hué. Khac véi S. Baron, Michel Ptrc nhin nhén ngay me
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minh 13 ngui Viét, va khong quén hom hinh nhic lai
loi vua Gia Long binh pham, sau khi gédp “cdu Pic” lan
dau. Nha vua ngdm nghia ki cang roi ngoanh lai bao J.
Baptiste: “Cong trinh cta 6ng dwoc 1am, chi phai toi dng
nan cho né cai miii hoi tet, giong nguwdi Nam”.

La con moét vi quan nhat phidm, da tirng an sung mat
swéng, & nha sang, ké hau ngwoi ha tip nép, di dau co
kiéu cé long, ké dén ngudi dwa, tirng duwoc theo cha di
xem té Nam giao, theo vua Gia Long du thuyén trén song
Hwong, gdp Hoang hiu cung cac phi tin, dw budi trinh
dién cia ban hat hoang cung...cudc doi tho &u cta Mi-
chel Bircla cudc doi hwdng thu tot buc, cho nén khi dap
tau vé Phap, Michel Dirc phai c6 nin m&i khoi bat khéoc
khi thdy minh sip phai lia xa nhitng ngwdi than yéu:
ban be, gia nhan, thiy gido Bru.. Nhwng khi vira dat
chan 1én dit Phap thi Michel Plirc chodng vang trudc
doi séng day xe ngwa nhon nhip, ldu dai nguy nga. Chi
hai ndm sau, khi vua Minh Ménh wé'm héi Michel Dirc cé
mudn & lai lam quan thi Michel Dirc da kiém 1oi tir choi
khéo: “Téi khéng dam tw quyén dinh doat phai héi y
cha toi, tuy ngwoi sap x€p”. Ngoai miéng ndi vay, nhung
trong tham tam Michel Ptrc nghi “Nwéc Phap da chinh
phuc toi, qua tim tdi da thudc vé nwéc Phap réi”. Michel
Dirc du sang subt dé viét thém: “Ngudi ta c6 thé cho toi
la bac” song biét 1am sao by gid? Nha clra Viét Nam
thi lup xup, t8i tdm, 1au dai kién tric chang cé gi do so;
tuy vua Gia Long c6 hdu dai cha con Michel Btrc, nhwng

vua Minh Ménh lai té vé tho o, lanh nhat... Du sao Mi-
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chel Dtrc cling con tré tudi, lai san than phuc cha, mot
nguwoi ma dén vua Gia Long con hét long trong vong,
ma cha Michel DPtrc chdng do nuéc Phap dao tao ra la
gi? Hu6ng ho Michel Dirc lai dwge mot nha Nho la thay
Btru gido huin, Michel Dirc phuc ting cha va chon nwéc
Phap la phai. TAt nhién day 1a mot sw lwa chon theo ly
tri vi Michel Ptrc qua cé cam tinh v&i Viét Nam, con
nwée Phap tuy chodng 1on, song thuwe sy da lam gi cho
“cau Pic” chwa? Cho nén tuy chon & lai Phap, nhung
khi phai doan Phan Thanh Gian sang, thi Michel Birc da
dén tham ngay va giti ca qua tang, ré rang nhin nhén va
bay té cam tinh v&i qué me, du ldc 4y me da mat tir 1au.

S. Baron s6ng & Bac thi viét vé doi séng & Bac; Michel
Dirc sinh trwéng & Hué tat nhién viét vé Hué: dia thé,
phong tuc...vé ca ban d6 nira. Cu Vwong Hong Sén da
c6 1an dat cau hoi cho Dinh & dau? Doc Michel Dic sé
th4y cho Dinh ndm bén mdt chiéc cu phia Pong séng
Truong Tién (tirc song Hrong, ban d6 Bulletin des Amis
du Vieux Hué). Cho Dinh to hon chg Pwoc, sé di mang
tén nay vi hop gin cac dinh thu.

Ban vé cong nghé & nuéc ta, Michel Birc dwa ra mot
nhan xét kha xac dang: “Viét Nam sé& di khong c6 nhirng
tay tho danh ti€ng chi vi chinh thé qua bat cong, hé
nguoi nao khéo lién bi sung cong, bat 1am quan quat ma
lwong lai ré Gng, bi boc 16t hét mikc, va chi dwoc tha vé
vGi gia dinh khi nao gia yéu hay bénh tat, cling khong
dwoc hwdng mot dong xu dén bu. Cho nén du cé kha

nang cling khong mdy ai chiu hoc nghé cho tinh xao, ké
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c6 tai thuong dau tai. O Bic thud 4y c6 mét nha lam do
st rat khéo, khong kém gi d6 st TAu, mao danh mdt hang
san xuat cia Trung Qudc chir khéng ddm dirng tén that
ciia minh, so lai bi sung céng. Do chinh sach nguwoc dai
nhitng ngwoi the khéo 4y ma nganh cong nghé cua Viét
Nam khong sao phat dat, khong sao ngdc dau diy dworc.

La con quan nhit phdm, thwong dwgc ra vao noi cung
cAm nén nhirng chi tiét do Michel Dirc ké c6 1& ly thu
nhit 14 vé hai vua Gia Long va Minh Ménh. Theo con
mat quan sat cda “cau Dirc”, 1an dAu gdp vua Gia Long
khi mé&i 1én 8 tudi, thi nha vua cao trén bic trung, thian
hinh vam v@&, da tring, mit sic, hai ma c6 hai nét rudi
den, chung quanh mdi nét rudi c6 mot tim ldong dai
moc lan ra tan chum rau bac vira dai vira ram. Dang
nguoi dinh dac, tadc phong oai nghiém, khi vui khi gian
bit thwong...Gia Long rit am twong guoéng may hanh
chanh, thwong khi bat bé cac vién dai than 1am sai trai.

biéu ma Michel Plirc nhdn manh 13 Gia Long wa dua
cotva néi chuyén nham nhirng ltic ving nguwoi. Khi “cau
bwrc”, theo tuclé Viéet Nam tung ho “Thién tr mudén nam”
thi Gia Long chan ngay lai héi: “Mi twdng ta la con Troi
thwe chang? Ta ciling c6 cha, c6 me nhw ai. Cha ta da lam
nhuw thé nay..me ta lam thé nay..” Tém lai, Gia Long da
ban cho “ciu Dlirc” mét bai hoc ver long vé phwong phap
c4u tao hai nhi, vira bang 101 néi, vira bang cr chi. Mi-
chel Birc khong dam thuat lai twong tan s ngudi doc
do mat.

Michel Dirc cling biét Minh Ménh khong phai la con
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Chanh cung hoang hiu nhw Thiéu Tri. Khi & Phap vé,
nhiéu lan Michel Ptrc dwgc Minh Ménh v&i vao cung dé
hoi chuyén nwéc Phap va nho dich nhirng chir ghi trén
mAay birc hoa vé canh nwéc Phap. Trwdc hét, Michel Dirc
phai doc to 1én, sau dich tirng chit, cudi cuing méi dich
nghia toan ciu. D€ Michel Pirc khoi nhiy nhirng chir
khé, Minh Ménh 14y ngén tay chi tirng chir mot. Mdi khi
dich xong, vién quan ngdi canh phai ghi ngay lai bang
chit Han. Gap nhirng chit tén nguwdi hay tén tinh khong
dich duoc, vién quan ling ting thi chinh Minh Ménh
chi diém cho nén dung chir gi.

Minh Ménh dic biét chd y dén quéin ddi, nhung phuc
cia Phap, hoi rat cin ké va dwa theo Phap ché tao ra
mot loai ngu deo hai vai cho cac vo quan. Nhitng vién
quan nay thwong noéi trom sau lung vua: “Chiing minh
1a sT quan ctia Pha lang cha”.

Minh Ménh khéng quén héi vé xa hdi Phap va dic biét
strng sot khi nghe noi trong nhirng bu6i hop cong cong
déu c6 mat phu nit. “Nhw thé thi con gi la trat ty nira?”

Nha vua ciing tdO mo mudén hiéu tai sao ngudi Phap hay
swu tAm nhirng con thad chét, 16t da, nhoi triu, cung la
nhitng loai sdu bo vo gia tri. Khi biét dé dem vé trung
bay tai Bao tang vién thi nha vua lai cang kinh ngac:
“Dung lau dai dé chira nhirng con siu dy? That la dién
ro! That 1a tré con! Chang 1& ngudi Phap hét viéc lam
roi w?”

Sach cua Michel Dtrc it sai ]am hon S. Baron, c6 1& vi

Michel Dtrc khong qua khinh ré qué ngoai nén chiu tim
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hi€éu mot cach khach quan, lai am twdng tiéng Viét, va
c6 mot nguoi thay gido la ngwdi Viét, thay Biru, mot nha
Nho chan chinh, cho nén su hiéu biét ctia Michel Dirc vé
nuwéc Viét cling thiu dao hon.

Theo A. Brébion, Michel Dirc vé Phap lam viéc & s&
Thué tir 1827 dén 1852, dong thoi cling lam Tro gido
day Viét ngit tai trwong Langues orientales (Ngon
nglt Pong phwong). Nam 1876, Michel Dirc cho ra hai
cudn: Tho Nam ky va Tho tiép theo tho Nam Ky cling n6i

vé chién tranh Viét Phap, do nha A. Challamel xuat ban.

I1l. HO Dzénh (1916-1991)

Chinh tén 1a Ha Triéu Anh, sinh va mit & Viét Nam. Cha
la ngwoi Trung Hoa lanh nan tir Quadng Dong sang dén
b séng Ghép thi gdp me H6 Dzénh, mot c6 1ai do nguwoi
lang Ngoc Giap. La con trai ut, khi ra doi gia dinh da
sung tic nén H6 Dzénh rit dwoc yéu chiéu. Lén 9, cha
qua doi, gia canh dan da sa sat, H6 Dzénh phai vira di
lam vira di hoc cdp trung hoc & Ha Noi.

Tl 1945, H6 Dzénh séng & Thanh Hod, sau m&i ra Ha
NOi.

B4t dau viét tir 1937. DA xuat ban: Di Véng (1940), Qué
Ngogi (1942), Chan Troi Ci (1943), Mgt Truyén
Tinh Mwoi Ladm Ndam Vé Trwéce (1943), Hai Méi
Tinh (?), Nhitng Vanh Khdan Trdang (?), Hoa Xudn Ddt
Viét (1945), Cé Gdi Binh Xuyén (1946).

Viét Nam dwdéi ngoi but ciia H6 Dzénh

Thing thin ma néi, H6 Dzénh khong thanh cong vé
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mat ti€u thuyét. Mét Truyén Tinh Mwoi Ldm Nam Vé
Truéc, Hai M6i Tinh, Nhitng Vanh Khdn Trang, ndi dung
dao dirc c6 thira, nhwng nghé thuit yéu kém. But phap
binh thwdong, cach dwng chuyén qua don gian, tdm
Iy lai khong c6 gi sau sic. Nhan vat chi 1a nhitng miu
ngudi rap khudn hay tiéu biéu cho nhitng miu nguoi
ly twdng ctia H6. Ngudi god phu trong Lanh Liing cla
Nhat Linh “thwc” hon 1a cic qua phu trong Nhitng Vanh
Khdn Trdng. C6 18 vi cling nhan ra nhwoc diém 4y nén
H6 Dzé&nh da chon mot but hiéu khac - Lwu Thi Hanh -
cho nhirng ti€u thuyét ctia minh?

Truyén ngan - dic biét loai tw truyén - ctia H6 Dzénh
hay hon. Tac gia viét véi giong thanh thit, khong bi go
b6 trong mot khudn khé clrng nhic cda luin thuong
dao ly nén dé di thang vao long nguwoi. “Em Din” vuot
ra ngoai 1€ gido nhung lai 1a mot nhan vat ding virng.

Tho H6 Dzénh thudc loai trit tinh, thich hop véi tAm
hon da cam cha tac gid nén cling kha thanh cong.
Tap Qué Ngoai mé dau bang ba chit “Kinh dAng me” da
ndi 1én ngay vi tri cia ngudi me trong tim hon nha tho:
cudn sach dau tay tran trong danh cho me. H6 Dzénh
yéu me, H6 Dzénh ciing rat yéu Viét Nam:

Té6i yéu nhwng chinh la “say”

Tinh qué Nam Viét, ban tay diu dang.

Tho téi dé thadm, buém vang,

Con séng be bé, cdi lang xa xa...”

“Liy tre xanh”, Qué Ngoai

“Be bé”, “diu dang”, d6 la hinh anh Viét Nam trong tam
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kham H6 Dzénh. Song bao nd la hinh anh ngwoi me ma
HO yéu quy ciing khong sai. Trong tho H6, hinh anh
nguwoi me va hinh anh dat nwéc Viét Nam thwong khi
14n 16n, ngudi me nhé bé, diu dang, ling 1& cam phan,
chim chi lam an thi hinh anh Viét Nam ciing thé “con
séng be bé... ban tay diu dang... giai dat can lao...”

Vi yéu me, khong bao gio> H6 Dzénh nghi dén chuyén
pht nhin ngudn géc Viét cia minh, va diém nhién cong
nhén: “T6i da tirng udng nwéc va noi thi tiéng Viét
Nam” (Chdn Troi Ci, tr. 166).

Di nhién khi so sanh, H6 thira biét qué cha dep dé, huy
hoang hon:

“Om téi chi bdo luén rdng:

Chdp trdm Ha Néi khdéng bang qué ta!”

“Giang tay”, Hoa Xudn bdt Viét

Nhuwng khi cin lwa chon gitra hai t6 qudc thi chwa hdn
qué cha da thang vi trong long H6 Dzénh c6 mot cudc
xung dot: tri ndi qué cha hung manh hon song tan day
long HO6 cam thay qué me gan giii, than thiét hon. Ciu
bé H6 khong biét phan x(r ra sao danh chi trén sau dong
nuwéc mat:

“Co ai héi t6i yéu nuwdc Viét Nam hay nuwédc Trung
Hoa hon thi t6i chi con biét..khoc”. (“Thang chau dich
ton”, Chdn Troi Ci).

Thé nhwng roi H6 ciing phai dit khoat chon lya. Trén
tiéu chuin nao néu sw huy hoang, ruc r&r da khong cidm
d6 néi H6? Song than H6 Dzénh dai dién cho hai t6 qudc,

thi day 1a hinh 4nh clia song than qua méat nha tho:
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“T6i khong lam niing cha t6i vi ngwdi nghiém, it ndi...
long me t6i m&i thwce la dia hat tinh cam caa t6i” (Chdn
Troi Ci, tr. 139).

Doi véi cha, H6 Dzénh kinh va uy, véi me H6 mai thiy
thodi mai, yén vui. Cha da nghiém, it néi, qué ndi lai xa
voi nén chi gy dwoc trong long H6 mot chut tinh cdm
khong 14y gi 1am tham thiét:

“Mady o1, néu lac vé phwong Bdc

Chdm chdm cho ta gtvi mdy loi:

Tir thud ly hwong ta vén nhé,

Nhung tinh... xa ldm gié mdy oi”.

“Tw hwong”, Hoa Xudn bdt Viét

R0 rang cai “nhé” & day chang c6 gi 1a s6i ndi, bong bot,
qua 1a thi tinh... “xa 1am”. Ngworc lai, hwéng vé qué me,
H6 thwong c6 nhitng dong cdm déng du chi la nhirng
chi tiét tim thwong. “Pé tham, bwém vang, con sdng
be bé..” thi & ddu ma chang ¢, song dwdi ngoi but Ho
Dzénh, ching c6 mot gia tri dac biét vi HO6 da trat 1én
canh vat 1ong thwong yéu thim thiét ciia minh.

Nhw mét ngwoi Viét Nam thuén tuy, H6 Dzénh ciing
x0Ot xa thiy Viét Nam bi giay xéo dwéi got thue dan:

“Tam mwoi ndm doé ho, tdm mwoi nam!”

Va mo cho Viét Nam mdt ngay mai twoi sang hon:

“Bao gio cho sdng léu tranh nhé...”

“Mai 1éu tranh”, Hoa Xudn Ddt Viét

Trai véi Samuel Baron, hay Michel Dirc Chaigneau,
chinh céi bé nho, kém coi cia Viét Nam da khién chang

“quan tir TAu” nay thién hdn vé qué me:
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“Chinh sw kho va chAm 4y khién toi yéu nwéc Nam cla
t6i bang mot tAm long trong dai, mdt mdi tinh vo song,
nhit l1a qué hwong thi hai cua téi lai khong dwoc huy
hoang, rwc r&.” (“Em Din”, Chan Troi Ci).

“Nwdc Nam Cua Toi”, doc H6 Dzénh ta thidy nhan nhan
nhitng dong boc 10 tinh yéu Viét Nam:

“H&i vo cung yéu diu - Nuwdc ta oi!” (“Trang sach
xwa”, Hoa Xudn Ddt Viét).

“Long toi thwong siu xa dit nwéc Nam” (Chdn Troi
Ci, tr. 151).

“Nudc Nam yéu quy cda téi” (Chdn Troi Ci, tr. 151).

H6 Dzénh yéu thwong Viét Nam qua hinh anh nguoi
me, nhwng lai cling yéu Viét Nam nhw me yéu con, con
cang x4u xi cang thwong nhiéu hon dé bu dap.

H6 Dzénh khong chi yéu Viét Nam ma “chinh la say”
Viét Nam, cho nén rat chii quan khi nhac nhé dén qué
hwong ctia me:

“Nwdc Nam, qué hwong thit hai cda toi con dep lam,
ngudi nwéc Nam rat déi hién lanh..” (“Chi Yén”, Chan
Troi Ci).

Dan tdc Viét Nam c6 that hién lanh hon han cac dan
tdc khac khéng? Muodn tin twédng HO6 Dzénh, ching ta

AN,

phéi quén di nhitng “ngoai 18”; nhitng ba me chong,
nhirng ba me ghé, nhitng cwong hao, ac ba...dwdi ngoi
but cac nha van khac.

HO6 con di xa hon nira, khong nhitng ngwoi Viét Nam
hién lanh ma dat nwéc Viét Nam ciling hon doi:

“T6i yéu vo cung cai giai dat cin lao nay, cai giai dat
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thoat ra dwoc ngoai sw loc liva, phan trac, cai giai dat
chi bi bac dai ma khong bac dai ai bao gior (“Sang trang
xuong”, Chdn Troi Ci).

“Khi yéu trai u ciing tron..” H6 Dzénh khong quan sat
Viét Nam bang d6i mat, H6 Dz&nh ngadm nhin Viét Nam
bang qua tim thién tuw.

Chung ta da danh gia van tai cia H6 Dzénh, nhwng hinh
nhuv it quan tAm dén céng dan H6 Dzénh. H6 Dzénh
khong chi yéu Viét Nam bang dau ludi, H6 Dzénh thuc
sw da “séng gt thit, thac giri xwong” & Viét Nam. D6i
vGi HO6 Dzénh, chi c6 tdm long méi “dang ké”:

“Nhwng trén ca tinh va tai..d6 1a tdim long” H6 Dzénh
da viét nhw thé va con trich thém mot ciu Kiéu:

“Chit “tAm” kia mé&i bang ba chir “tai”,

khi dé twa Chdn Troi Cil.

Vin tai cia H6 Dzénh khién ta quy trong, tim chan
tinh ciia H6 Dzénh lam cho ta cam ddng.

IV. Kim LEFEVRE (193772 -)

Sinh tai Ha N6, c6 1é vao nam 1937: Kim khong c6 khai
sinh thwc sy. Cai tén Lan Kim Thu do cha dwong dat va
khai cho khi Kim 1én mwoi dé c6 gidy to di hoc.

Cha dé la mot quan nhan Phap, Jean Tiffon, song hai
cha con chwa bao gi& gdp nhau: Kim Ia con v6 thira
nhan. Me Kim ngwoi Bic, c6 mot trinh dd hoc van cao
so v&i phu nit thoi xwa (Certificat d’études), vi trét sinh
con hoang nén bi gia dinh hat hdi. Thoi tho du cia Kim

12 mot chudi ngay dau khd, lot 1ong me da bi gtri di & v,
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roi nho ho hang, hét nha nay dén nha kia - me con phai
nhoc nhan kiém tién. Di dén dau Kim ciing toan nghe
nhitng 11 cay dang: “Cai giéng lai n6 bac 1am”. Nam
1én 6, me bi gia dinh ép phai bé Kim vao Vién mo cdi,
doi séng lai con cay cwc hon dén ndi c6 1an Kim toan
tw tan. Nam 1945, vi thoi cudc, Vién phai giai tan, Kim
dugc me don vé, song vi khong nhin ra me, ba phwéc
khong chiu giao tra. Ngudi me budn tii, khéc 16c, trong
cai dang sut sui, thiéu ndo cia me, mot hinh anh quen
thudc chotlée ra trong ky rc Kim, cudi cing hai me con
cling dwoc doan tu. (Néu qua Kim sinh nam 1937, 1943
vao Vién, 1945 xuit Vién thi méi & c¢6 hai ndm sao Kim
da c6 thé quén dwoc me?). Tiéng goi la “doan tu”, thuc
ra xuat Vién la Kim lai tiép tuc cudc doi “an com nha dj,
udng nwéc nha c6” mot thoi gian niva réi méi dwoc me
don vé & voi cha dwong, mot ngudi Tau & Cho Lon, hét
strc lanh nhat véi Kim mic dau c¢6 bé tim di moi cach
dé 14y l1ong. Khong thanh cong, Kim ddm xoay ra dn cap
tién cot dé€ bi trirng phat, it nhit nhw thé nguoi ta cling
c6 dém xia dén Kim, nhwng Kim van that bai. Nam 12
tuoi cha ban di lam con 6.

Cling may me Kim du sidng suét dé nhan dinh Kim
can phai c6 hoc vin dé tu tao mot twong lai sang sua.
Nguwoi dan ba vén rat phuc tong chéng nay da khong
ngan ngai, 1én 1at xin cho con riéng di hoc, va Kim da
di hoc trong mét tinh trang khac nguwoi: hoc bai vung
trom trong bép, cap sach dau trong dong cii...Mic dau

gap nhiéu trd ngai, song nho tri thong minh va nhéit la
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nho sy giup d& tan tinh cia me, Kim da gianh dwoc mot
dia vi trong xa hdi: tot nghiép hang ba trwdng Pai hoc
sw pham va dwoc b6 nhiém ngay tai Saigon. My thang
sau, dwoc hoc bong sang Phap (1960) Kim da chon &
lai Phap, di day hoc cac tredng trung hoc mét thoi gian
roi chuyén sang nganh ca kich. P4 tirng trinh dién & cac
nwéce Au, A va Phi chau.

Nam 1989, Kim cho ra d&i cuén Métisse blanche (D(ra
con gai lai bach ching) va dwgc Bernard Pivot moi 1én
dai truyén hinh phéng vin. Nho cudn sach nay Kim da
noi lai dwoc lién lac véi Viét Nam ma Kim ¢0 tinh tranh
né tir lau: Viét Nam goi cho Kim nhirng ngay tho du day
dau khé. Ngay nay Kim da tré vé thim gia dinh va tham
Viét Nam, Kim d3 giai téa dwoc ndi so hai Viét Nam ma
Kim vira yéu lai vira han.

1990 Kim cho ra ti€p cudn thir hai Retour a la saison
des pluies (Tré lai muia mwa).

Hai t6 qudc ma khong mot ché dirng

Kim chwa ra doi da bat hanh: me Kim vira cé thai thi
nguoi cha dot ngot bo di khong mot 1o tir biét. Co 1€
ong ta cling yéu me Kim, nhwng chwa da dé vuot qua
nhitng tré ngai ctia xa hoi dé€ di dén hoén nhan.

Cha khéng nhan, nguwoi Phap & Viét Nam cling khéng
mday ai mudn c6 lién hé xa gan gi vdi giot mau roi nay.
Khi con lam bép cho mot 6ng Gidm ddc Vién Hai hoc &
Nha Trang, thdy 6ng c6 y sdn séc day Kim tiéng Phap,
me Kim danh bao xin dng gitup Kim di hoc, Kim chang

cling thudc noi giong ctia 6ng ddy w? Lap tirc ngay hom
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sau birc twong phan chia cha té lai dwoc vach ra phan
minh. R6i dén khi Kim di hoc & Pa Lat, ba Me Nhit cling
16 vé khé chiu khi Kim té long biét on theo kiéu Viét
Nam ma ba cho la quy luy.

Cha khong ngé ngang dén, ngudi Phap khéng nhin
nhdn, thadm chi ca nhitng ngwoi lai nhw Kim cling kh-
inh bi Kim 13 “annamite”. D6i v&i Kim, nwéc Phap dai
dién cho ngu¢i cha ma Kim thu han. Kim twéng twong
cha minh 1a mo6t thwc dan héng hach, thudc “phe bén
kia”. Tom lai, Kim khong c6 cadm tinh véi qué cha, tuy
nhién, d6i khi ngdm nhirng tAm hinh phu nit Phép tré
dep treo trén twdong Kim ciing cé lan ao wéc minh la
mot c6 gai Phap, va cdm thiy tui hé vi than phin “an-
namite” cia minh!

Nhwng gidc mo tré thanh ngudi Phap chi thoang qua
vi nhitng nguwoi thyce long yéu thwong Kim toan la
nguoi Viét, du dém dwoc trén dau ngodn tay: me, ba Tu,
ba Pho...cho nén Kim thwong vui vé nhan minh la Viét
Nam, thich dn com ta, thich mic 4o dai hon 4o dam,
thich di chua hon di nha tho, va con tw hira 1én 1én sé
nhudm ring that den..Kim mong muén tré thanh mét
c0 gai Viét thuan tuy va tu Iira d6i minh bang cach tranh
soi gwong dé khoi phai ddi chiéu véi sy thwe. C6 luc
Kim cling ao wéc cha me minh la ngwoi Viét, néu khong
thi cling mong moi gdp mot tai nan 1én dé co6 thé trut
bo hét nhirng giot mau Phap trong minh. Song du Kim
c6 tu Itra d6i dugc minh thi ban bé, ké ca nhirng ngudi

than nhat, déi khi ciing thét ra nhirng 101 lam Kim tai
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cwc: “May 1a con lai, chiing tao tin may thé nao dwoc?”
Nguoi 16n cling mot ludn diéu: “Nudi lam gi cai giong
lai, ngay sau l&n 1én, cai mau Tay manh hon, né sé bd
minh ngay. Giong lai la chuia bac”.

Bén cha khong nhan, bén me hat hui, Kim lai mo wéc
dén mot gidi phap thir ba: tim ra mot xir trong dé chi c6
toan nguoi lai &, tir cha me dén c6 gido déu lai tust. ¢
d6 Kim sé khong thady minh lac loai va c6 don.

La mot c6 bé nhay cam, them khat yéu thwong ma chi
ti€p nhin nhirng c chi lanh nhat, nhirng 1oi néi phi
phang, Kim rit han Viét Nam, han dén ndi tir khi dinh
cw & Phap, trong sudt 30 nam, Kim hdu nhw tuyét tinh
vOi ngwoi Viét, tranh né tat ca nhirng gi lién quan dén
Viét Nam.

Ngay nay binh tam nghi lai, Kim da than trong can
nhic: “Viét Nam da nudi dudng toi, nhitng tinh thwong
dAu tién t6i da ti€p nhan la & Viét Nam. Toi noi tiéng
Viét, thAm nhuin van hod Viét. To6i thiét tha véi Viét
Nam, t6 qudc cta toi. Téi da hét long hoa minh vao doi
s6ng Viét Nam, nhwng Viét Nam khong yéu toi va sé
chdng bao gi¢ chdp nhan toi. Tuy vy toi cling khong
1én an Viét Nam. Viét Nam véi t6i 1a hinh anh ngwoi me
diu hién” (Métisse blanche). “Phu tinh an da ro6 rang...”

Con doi v&i nwdc Phap da giang tay don cd sinh vién
du hoc, nhitng dc cam va thanh kién ban dau da hét
ngay tir ngay Kim dat chin dén Paris. Duy d6i véi nguoi
cha thi Kim diét khodc gitr virng 14p truedong: “Co thé sau

nay toi sé tim gap dira em cung me khac cha, nhwng bat
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lién lac véi ngudi cha dy thi khong bao gio!”

X4 hoi Viét Nam qua tac pham cua Kim Lefévre

Co6 nguoi tirng dat cau hai: “Cai xa hdi ma Kim Lefévre
mo ta c6 dung sw that khong?”

T6i nghi rang khi viét, Kim Lefévre da chan thanh va cd
gang to ra khach quan song c6 thé Kim con bi gi¢i han
vi hai diém:

- “Gido duc” gia dinh.

- Mic cam lam con lai.

Cai xa hoi ma Kim Lefévre mo ta cé rit nhiéu nguoi
14y Phap va rit nhiéu ngwoi lai, ciu Albert, anh Yves,
bdn nguwoi c6 ho lai, cing me nhwng khac cha... Chinh
me Kim khong phai chi “sdy chan” c6 mdt lan véi cha
Kim ma sau dé con sinh thém mdt dira con trai véi mot
nguoi quan nhan Phap khac. Va cling chinh me Kim da
tirng mo wéc Kim dwgc mot ngudi Phap d€ mat téi du
khi 4y Kim chi mé&i c¢6 hon 10 tudi. LAy Tay tuy chuwa
han 12 mot chuyén binh thuwdng nhwng ciing 1a chuyén
thwong xay ra trong gia dinh va chung quanh Kim. D6i
vGi ngoai quéc nguwoi Viét thwong to ra rat coi mo,
riéng vé van dé hon nhan di chung thi ngwoi Viét thoi
xwa lai rat ky thi, dac biét véi ngwoi Phap sw ky thi con
déo thém mac cdm ctia nguoi dan bi do6 ho. Nhitng cudc
phoi hop dwa trén tinh yéu nhw treong hop me Kim rit
hiém, phan déng chi 1a chuyén bi cwdng ép, va néu co6
“tw nguyén” thi cling dwa trén can ban ly tai, cho nén
nhitng nguwoi 14y ngoai qudc thwong bi khinh bi, con

nha “nén nép” dén buwdc dwong cung ciing khéng chiu

LOI XUA XE NGUA 227



lam “me tiy”. Gia dinh Kim, cai “nén nép” da tr& nén
16ng 1éo, do d6 c6 nhiéu diéu Kim khong hiéu hodc hiéu
1Am, ti nhw chuyén bop ¢ con gai khi méi dé ra, Kim
nhic di nhic lai may 1an trong ca hai cudn sach. Toi chi
nghe nguwoi Tau giét con gai, chwa tirng nghe nguwoi Viét
bép cb con gii bao giv, cd6 nghéo thi cling chi dén ban
con la cung. Cai xa héi Viét Nam xwa tuy c6 trong nam
khinh nit that nhung chwa di dén chd bop c6 con géi.
Cai x4 hoi Viét Nam 4y cling rat gia doi, nghi mot dang
lam mot néo, dac biét trong quan hé nam nit. Ngwoi con

2

gai mudn dwoc kinh né thi phai “treo gia ngoc”, Kim 1a

2

con lai cang phai “gin vang gitr ngoc” gip boi dé xoa bo
thanh kién rang con lai thudc loai dé dang. Cho nén Kim
cwong quyét né tranh anh chang phi céng tai hoa khi
nhan ra long minh “dwdng da xiéu xiéu”. C6 1é me Kim
da diéu dirng vi trét nhe da cho nén nhoi nhét vao dau
Kim “lam than con géi chir trinh lam dau” ngay tir khi
Kim con bé, va Kim da ghi long tac da ma chang hiéu gj,
dén ndilan dau ti€p nhan moét ludng mit dwa tinh, co bé
s¢ hdi bat khdc vi twdng minh da mét trinh!

Cai xa hoi Viét Nam 4y da ky thi lai bat cong, trat 1én
diu nhirng ngwoi lai, nhitng dira tré vo toi, tit ca han
thit ciia mot nwée bi d6 ho. “O’ Viét Nam toi chwa hé
thay ai 1én tiéng bénh vwc cho nhirng dira con lai nhw
t6i bao gio”.

Pau la sw thuce?

Viét xong Métisse blanche Kim da giai tod dwgc moi

héin va nhitng méc cdm vé Viét Nam, song tin day long

228 NGUYEN THI CHAN QUYNH



Kim van 4n ndu mot cd bé da bi Viét Nam ngwoc dii,
Kim khong tai nao quén duworc.

Thud nhoé Kim qua c6 mét doi song cay cuc, nhwng néi
rang “Viét Nam khong yéu va sé khong bao gitr chip
nhén” Kim thi c6 phan oan cho Viét Nam. Ngay thoi dy
Kim cfing van c6 nhitng ngudi thanh that yéu Kim: me,
ba Tw, ba Pho, 1i ban & nha qué da tirng moi moc Kim
vé nha.. thé khong 1a “chdp nhan” thi la gi? Di nhién
nguoi ta khong thé quén di dwoc sw khac biét cia Kim
ranh ranh in trén nét mat. Sw khac biét 4y c6 thé la mot
khuyét diém (nhw Kim nght), song ba Tw da chang giang
cho Kim hay ring n6 c6 thé tré nén wu diém diy w? Qua
nhién khi Kim vira 1én 18n; biét bao nhiéu ngudi da cam
cai sac dep ctia Kim song vi mic cdm Kim yén tri nhirng
nguwoi nay chi mudn loi dung minh. Nhw vay khéng ding,
cai anh chang H6 da chang hét long yéu va gitp d& Kim
ngay tir ngay Kim méi bat ddu bwéc chin vao bai hoc
cho t&i khi sang Phap? Truwong hop nay phai néi chinh
Kim da phu Ho: tuy khong yéu nhung dé mac cho H6 sin
s6¢c minh nhw mot vi hon phu chinh thirc.

Viét Nam bi d6 ho, han thu tich liy, gdp dip phat tiét la
trat ra, c6 ké gi dén phai trai hay bat cong? Danh rang
hanh déng nhw thé chang c6 gi 1a quang minh chinh
dai, nhung thr hdi c6 dan téc nao bi giay xéo, ap birc
ma khong cadm thiy nhuc nh3, udt hin? Ngay nhw nuwéc
Phap ma Kim chon dé dinh cw vi “ngudi Phap khong
ky thi” thr hoi sau Thé chién Hai, ho da doi xir ra sao

véi nhitng phu nit da tirng than can véi nguwoi Pire? Ho
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khong goi nhitng nguoi nay la “me Plic” nhung ho da
got diu béu riéu nhitng ngwoi dan ba khon khé nay.
Long ky thi phat sinh ra tir cudc s6ng bap bénh nhiéu
hon do sy khac biét ching toc. Sw khac biét chi gy tinh
hiéu ky néu quyén lgi cia ngwoi quan sat khong bi de
doa. Nuéc Phap ngay nay khéng con nhw nwéc Phap
khi Kim méi bwéc chin sang, han Kim cling da nhan
thay nan thit nghiép ngay mot gia ting cling véi chinh
sach bai ngoai cia Le Pen?

Kim nhan xét & Viét Nam minh bi lac loai, sang Phap
duwgc don nhan ngay. Nhwng hai trweong hop khac han
nhau. Nuéc Phap giang tay don tié€p mot thiéu nir tré
dep, c¢6 hoc van, c6 nghé ngghiép, twong lai. Viét Nam,
trai lai, phai bat budc cang dang mot dra con roi cla
ké thu, c6 thé 16m 1én no sé huia theo nhirng dira con lai
khac quay lai rc hiép, khinh khi ngwdi nudi duwdng né.
“Ké dn 6c, ngwdi do va”..Da thé Viét Nam lai nghéo kho,
“6c da chang mang n6i minh 6¢”, con déo bong coc réu
sao dugc? Kim phan nan & Viét Nam khong cé ai bénh
vuc nhirng dira con lai, nhuwng thoi do h, con lai thira
quyén uy dé trc hiép nguwoi Viét thi ho con can gi ai bénh
vure? Tai sao ké bi ap ché lai phai Ién tiéng bénh vuc cho
nguoi e hi€p minh? Trudong hop nhitng nguoi lai bi
khon khé nhw Kim cling c6 nhwng hiém, s6 nguoi Viét
bi ngwoc dii nhiéu hon.

Cé 1é Kim da dat sai trong tim cua van dé. That ra Kim
chi khé khi con nho, tir khi bit dau di hoc va “tré ma”

thi Viét Nam khong “bac dai” Kim nira, trai lai ngudi ta
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wa chudng va quy trong Kim. Ngay ca ngwoi cha duwong
cling thay doi thai do, trong Kim hon ca con riéng minh.
Kim d3 c6 nhiéu nguwoi ban than, Kim da chang tirng thé
thot “séng chét c6 nhau” (a la vie, a la mort) véi c6 ban
Lé An 12 gi? Khi linh bang Dai hoc, chinh Kim da nhan
xét, rang khong con ai , ké ca Kim, phan biét Kim 1a con
lai nira.

Kim chon & lai Phap vi doi song & Paris thich hop v&i
Kim hon. Day la vian dé lwa chon tw do chitr khong phai
van dé tranh né ky thi. O Saigon, ai lam gi moi ngudi
déu biét, & Paris manh ai ndy s6ng, khong ai c6 thi gio
dom ngé dén ai. Long wa chudng tw do cua Kim da thé
hién ngay tr khi Kim htra v&i me sé xin di day hoc &
tinh nha (Tuy Hoa) song lai nép don xin day & Saigon,
vi ty biét & Saigon khong bi gia dinh kiém thic. Kim bo
Viét Nam, chon Phap cung mot 1€ dy. Sw ky thi cia Viét
Nam d6i véi Kim chi cé thwe khi Kim con nhé va trong
ky rc Kim.

Bon nguwoi con lai, bon hoan canh, bon tdm tinh. Sam-
uel Baron chi nhian minh d3 sinh va séng & Pang ngoai,
da dé gay long tin ctia doc gia, tuyét nhién khong bao
gior dd dong dén ngudi me Viét. Samuel Baron tach han
minh ra khéi Viét Nam, goi dan Viét 1a “dan ban xt” . O/
thé ky 17, A chau chim dim trong dao Nho, lai 1a thi
Nho suy vi, trong vin khinh v, trong khi Au Chau huing
manh, vii khi t8i tan, raim ré di chinh phuc cac nwéc A,
Phi. Viét Nam von da yéu kém vé binh bi, lai déo thém

nan Nam Bic phan tranh cang suy nhuwgc. Khong cin
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phai cin nhic ciing thdy ngay ai manh ai yéu. Samuel
Baron chon Tay phwong ciing dé hiéu. Pén qué cha la
Hoa Lan ma Samuel Baron ciing tir bé d€ xin gia nhip
qudc tich Anh thi con néi gi dén qué me hén yéu? Chi
dang trach 1a muén té long sung kinh Au chau, Sam-
uel Baron da khong ngan ngai bop méo sw thit, ké ca
nhitng diéu rit dé kiém tra khién nguoi ta dem da hoai
nghi luén ca nhitng diéu Samuel Baron viét ding sw
thwe. Mac dau chung ta cin dén A Description of the
Kingdom of Tonqueen chung ta khéng thé khong deé dat,
biét rang nhitng nhan dinh cla tac gia déi khi 1éch lac
vi thién kién.

Michel Dirc Chaigneau séng & Viét Nam 16 nam, sung
swdng tot buc, thé ma vira dit chan dén nwéc Phap,
qua tim Michel Ptrc da bi chinh phuc ngay. Di nhién sy
lwa chon nay khong thé dwa trén an tinh: nwéc Phap
chwa tirng nudi Michel BPlirc mot ngay, bt qua “ciu Dic”
choang mat vi doi séng xa hoa, rwc r& & Phap. C6 diéu
khac véi Samuel Baron, Michel Pirc khong vi thé ma
khinh ré qué me, chéi bd goc Viét cia minh. Trong gia
dinh, néu ngwoi me bi coi ré thi tit nhién qué me ciling
khong dwoc trong vong. Rat c6 thé dia vi ba Benette
Hué cao hon dia vi ngwoi me ctia Samuel Baron. Ba Hué
dwoc vua Gia Long va ca dao Thién chia & dang sau hau
thuin. Ngudi cha Michel Dirc, Jean Baptiste Chaigneau,
lai con nha thé tdc, khac véi cha Samuel Baron 1a nha
budn, nén cach doi dai cua Jean Baptiste Chaigneau véi

v ¢6 thé cling khac. Cho nén du Michel Dirc chon & lai
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Phap nhung d6i véi Viét Nam van con “vwong to”. Doi
khi toi tw héi sau khi dd ném mui vi doi séng van minh
c6 bao gio “cau Plrc” thay tiéc cai doi song hi 1au noi
qué me?

Trai véi Samuel Baron va Michel Dirc Chaigneau, HO
Dzénh va Kim Lefévre déu té long thwong yéu Viét Nam,
yéu qua nguwoi me. Cuon sach dau tay ctia H6 Dzénh
mang dong chit “kinh ddng me” thi cu6n sach dau tay
cdia Kim Lefevre cling mang hang chit “A ma meére”.

Tuy khéng c6 mot thoi tho du vang son nhw Michel
Dtrc, nhwng may mén hon Kim Lefévre, doi séng thué
nho ctia H6 Dzénh ciing tran day hanh phuc. Gia canh da
hon ma vé nhiéu phwong dién khac H6 ciing hon Kim:
vé mau da cling nhw vin hoa, H6 Dzé&nh dé hoa dong véi
nguoi Viét, it khi bi phat giac, bi chi trd...duwdng nhw chi
c6 mot lan cdu bé H6 da ham hwc khi bi thay gido tiéu
hoc nhiécla “cai do6 Té Pinh” (Chdn Troi Ci, tr. 144) cho
nén Ho yéu thwong Viét Nam ciing 1a tw nhién.

HO 12 ngwoi s6ng hoan toan bang tinh cdm. Tinh cdm
gitip HO tao nén nhitng dong tho xtic ddng, nhung cling
chinh tinh cdm d6i khi din dat Ho di qué da:

“Téi tw tao ra dau kho dé sdng, dé€ sung swdng vi thiy
minh dau kh6 hon nguoi “ (“Chi Yén”, Chdn Troi Ci).

Dboi sdng nodi tAm tuy phong phd nhung H6 da mon
men dén bén bo viee tham cta ndo bénh:

“Thudng thwdng toi chi séng bang mong. Téi khong
bang 1ong ai ca. Hinh nhw t6i khong bang long ca toi.

Cai dau kho toi tw tao 14y, dan dan tré nén manh liét. Toi
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phai kiém c& ludn ludn cho 1ong minh thic méc, trong
cai tin twdng quai g& 1a moi ngwoi khong ai yéu toi.
D6 thwe la mot cuc hinh cho ké nao, nhw toi, chiu dnh
hwdng sy khiing hodng tinh than do chinh minh gy ra,
do chinh minh ham thich”. (“Long Me”, Chan Troi Cii).

Tuy ciing nhay cdm, nhwng Kim Lefévre khong dé
cho tinh cdm 14n at Iy tri, trir nhirng ldc 6n lai qua khi.
Khong phai thiéu phu trung nién da than trach “Viét
Nam chang yéu tdi” ma chinh 12 c6 bé Kim dang hAm
hwce. Sw thuc khong phai Viét Nam khong chidp nhan
Kim ma la Kim khong chdp nhin Viét Nam thi ding
hon. Trong Ky rc Kim chi c6 mot nwére Viét Nam hit hai
Kim chr khong cé nwédc Viét Nam quy trong Kim, yéu
thwong Kim.

H6 Dzénh chon Viét Nam vi thwong x6t, Kim Lefévre
chon Phap vi tw do. VAn dé dit ra trong Métisse
blanche khong phai chi c6 mot ma la hai; con lai va
tw do. Nhan dé “Dita con gdi lai bach chiing” danh lac
huéng nguoi doc, song lai hdp dan hon mot nhan dé
loai “T6i chon tw do”.

Viét xong Métisse blanche moi han thu Viét Nam coi
nhu giai tda. Kim da tré vé tham gia dinh va Viét Nam.
Kim con dich Twéng Vé Huu cha Nguyén Huy Thiép va
ky tén vao danh sach nhirng ngudi doi tra lai tw do cho
Dwong Thu Hwong. Qua nhién Kim Lefévre van quan
tdm dén qué me.

Chatenay Malabry, thang hai, 1992
(Thé Ky 21, s6 33, 34 va 36, 1992)
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Chu thich
(1) - Theo Nguyén Triéu Luat (Bén con yéu va hai 6ng D6, tr. 155)
thi phu chua Trinh & trudc nha Bao c6 Saint Antoine, phé hang Bét;
phu dé clia Thé ti & ché nha Té sinh, quay vé tdy nam, nhin sang
phu Chua.
Hai Thuong Lan Ong ciing néi phu Chua nam & bén trong thanh (tr.
32, 146).
(2) - Quan Chi (Trung Bac Chu Nhat, s6 13, 26/5/1940, tr. 22-24) cho
biét hoi dau thé ky 20 co Thién Minh Tién nghién ctu y hoc lay thuéc
Nam thay dan thu6c Bac, da chira mét dira bé nga gay xuong bang
la véi xuong ga tan nho, nua thang thi khoi.
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