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Thanh kinh dang
Vong linh chu vi Thay to6i
va Song than toi

Tich vang luu lai chdu con ta,
Chua dt chdu con gitt dugc ma!
Tich sdch, chdu con chua dt doc,
Sao bang Tich Diic, ké bén xa.
(Theo Nho Gido)
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Cung chu than htu
khuyén khich va gép ykién
trong viéc soan thao thién
hoéi ky nay,

toi xin chan thanh

camta

Tram ndm bia dd thi mon,
Ngan ndm bia miéng van con tro tro
CaDao
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D01 0T G101 THIEY

dp hoi ky cua 6ng Pao Vian Hoi lam cho toi cdm
dong vi no dic-két bang nhing ky-niém cia suot
mot doi, trén hoan 16 day nhing chong gai, kién nhan.

Hai chix “chan-thanh” duoc dung lam nén tdng,
tdc gid da ddam xét minh, la mot diéu - tric phi nhing vi
chan tu, nguoi thé gian it ai ddm lam.

Hudng noi dé bién phan va nhan dién chan, nguy,
tdc gid da hét so minh, khi ké lai nhing mau chuyén
thdt tinh luc duc ma khong then.

Trong nhing ky niém con con, tdc gid ghi nhiéu
chuyén nghe thdy co su tich lich sit ma nhiéu nguoi
khong duogc biét.

Cdu van tréi chdy nhung that tha, viét theo 107 ké
chuyén, khong bong bdy, cau ky, cdi hay cia ong Dao
Van Hoi la cho do.

“Gio Bui Quan Truong”, quang duong ba muoi
mot ndm dai dang ddang, Pao quan qud da thanh cong.

Toi tin rang doc gid sé tiép don quyén sach nay mot
cdch nong nhiét.

Tuan Ly
Huynh Khac Dung
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VI SAD TOI VIET THIEN HOI KY NAY?

01 dd vé huu trén muoi ndm nay, ngay ngay xem
kinh dich sdch, duong tanh tu tdm, khd di goi la
nhan roi.

Nhin lai quang duong trdi qua, ba muoi mot nam
chon quan truong, muoi bay nam dudi thoi Phdp thudc,
muoi bon nam phung su Chdnh phi Viét Nam, ddt lén
can Cong voi Toi, may ra chdang then voi luong tam...

Ty hoi: co luyén tiéc gi khong?

Khong, di tinh, tién tai, danh vong, khong luyén tiéc
diéu gi, khong co cing chdng sao! Van vt vo thuong,
mdi thdy do thoat lién mdt do, nhu phit du, nhu do dnh,
luyén tiéc lam gi!

Tiéc chdang la tiéc nhing diéu lam 16, vivo tam, bdt
cdn, vung dai, nong ndy ma gay nén, ngay hom nay
nghilainhd lai dn ndn sam hoi, e khi qud tré roi chdng?

Laqi hoi, cong boc mot doi, lan 1on cing xd hoi, song
vdi gia dinh, buén phién hay vui thich?
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Vui gi ldn hup trong ngi trugc dc thé, day nhing
Tham, Sian Si ma vui cho duoc! Con buon, ich chi cho
minh, cho ké khdc ma buon?

Gitp doi dugc chimg nao ming chiung ndy, chd ngoi
chong tay ma than dai, thdy nguoi khoc bat chudc khéc
theo, phdi chdng la bdt tri?

Nay, thé theo 10i khuyén khich ciia mét vai than
hitu, toi chdng nai tai hen viét thién hoi ky nay, ghi lai
nhung nét hi, ng, di, 6 trong quan truong tir bon muoi
ndam vé trudc, cong chic Viét doi dai voi nhau, su lién
lac gitta quan Viét va quan Phdp, nhitng than hao ta
giao thiép cung nguoi Phdp... ngoé hau cong hién cdc
ban vong nién xem choi lic tra du tiu hdu, tim thdy
noi day nhing hinh dnh xa xua, cuoi tham cho nhan
tinh thé thdi

Cho ban tré dang di trén hoan 1§ hodc sdp budc
chon vao riit kinh nghiém ma trdanh 16i lam cia mot
cuu comg chuic, roi nhdn chuyén Nudc chuyén Dan nhu
chuyén minh, khong kiéu hanh la “cha me dan” (ddn
chi phu mau), song tu hao la mot comng boc lam tron
nghia vy, xing ddng voi bon chit Liém, Binh, Can, Cdn
vua Ty Duc da ban thuéng cu Phan.

Dugc vay, toi rat hai long vi, nhu thé, thién hoi ky
khiém nhuong nay, véi cdch hanh van khong cau ky
bong bay, voi nhing 107 1é chdn thanh, nhdn xét khdch
quan, chua dén doivo bo ich.

Sai Gon, Xuan Tan Hoi - 1971
D.V.H.
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mine
DU T PHAP THUG
1928-1945

Sdc tai tuu khi la thuyén,
Dua nguoi mé mudi vao mién tram luan.

Phdi y thitc moi viéc, thé nao la chon
thé nao la nguy, moi tranh khoi loi lam.
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Nga ba dudng
Ban Tu tai bon xi (Enseignement
secondaire local)

Toi khong thich 1am nghé cao gidy, muon “go dau
tré” hon, s di sudt ba muoi mot nam, sém dap xe
di toi dap ve, cung la su bat dac di ma thoi, va dalo
mang tiéng la cong boc thi phailo cho tron phan su.

Toi dé y xem, nhiéu vién quan cao cdp hanh
chdnh, doi ho that 1a hanh thong, quan trén vi né,
nguoi dudi kinh yéu tién bac doi dao, thé ma, vi
nhiing ly do toi chi dodn dugc phan nao, con chau
ho khong noi nghiép hanh chanh cua cha ong, lai
chuyén nghé khac, chang han nhu gido su, luat su...

Vi sao toi budc long phai hanh cdi nghé ma toi
khong may thich? Toi xin lui thoi gian lai dén nam
1924 1a nam t6i hoc 16p Tu tai bon xu.
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Néu toi nhé khong lam thi ban Tu tai nay lap
nam 1922, thoi gian hoc hai nam, chuédn bi cho
nhing hoc sanh trung hoc da dau bang Thanh
chung (Diplome de fin d’Etudes complémen-
taires) hoac bang Cao tiéu Phap (Brevet Elémen-
taire) ma muon tié€p tuc theo hoc nganh chuyén
mon noi truong Cao dang Ha Noi (Université de
Hanoi).

bai hoc nay gom céc truong sau day:

- Truong Cong chanh (Ecole des Travaux Pub-
lics), nguoi Bac goila Truong Luc 16, dao tao nhung
ong boc cong (Agent technique). Thoi gian hoc la
hai ndm.

Sau, véi thoi gian hoc tap lau hon va mon hoc
rong rai hon, danh tut Phdp ngu duoc sua d6i la Ad-
joint technique, Agent voyer, Ingénieur adjoint...
chang biét dich ra Viét ngit thé nao cho dung, chi
nhé 6 Nam ky chung toi goi 1a ong Déc cong, ong
Truong tién; sau thoi cudc 45, danh tit ky su moi
xudt hién va dugc 4p dung cho tat ca may 6ng xuat
than noi truong Cong chanh ctt 6 Ha No6i hay du
hoc ngoai quoc ve.

- Truong Phap Chanh (Ecole de Droit et d’ Ad-
ministration) sinh vién c6 bang Thanh chung hoc
ba nam. Truong dao tao nhitng 6ng Tham ta hanh
chanh (Commis des Services civils). Nam 1926,
Truong doi tén la “Cao hoc bong Duong” (Hautes
Etudes Indochinoises) bat budc phai cé bang Tu
tai, ra truong bé lién chuc Huyén. Vanam 1933, bai
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bo truong Cao hoc bong Duong, dao tao Cu nhan
Luat khoa.

Truong Cao dang Su pham (Ecole Supérieure
de Pédagogie) hoc ba nam, dao tao nhiing gido su
Trung hoc.

Truong nay gom hai khoa

- Toan phap va Khoa hoc,

- Van chuong va Su dia.

- Truong Y khoa (Ecole de Médecine) hoc bon
nam. Sinh vién tot nghiép ban dau duoc chuc “Mé-
decin auxiliaire”, tam goila “Y si phu ta”, sau doila
Y si bong Duong (Médecin Indochinois).

Vao khoang nam 1925-26 vé sau, sinh vién co
bang Tu tai Phap hoc thi Y khoa bac si (Docteur en
Médecine). Con may Tu 16 can thi van la Médecin
Indochinois va tung quyén 6ng ban Docteur en M¢-
decine, mac dau hoc luc ca hai tuong duong nhauva
c6 khi Médecin Indochinois con gioi vé thuc hanh
(pratique) hon Docteur en Médecine nira!

- Truong Dugc khoa (Ecole de Pharmacie) hoc
bén nam, tao nhiing Duoc su bong Duong (Phar-
macien Indochinois).

- Truong Thu y (Ecole Vétérinaire) thoi gian
hoc 1a bon ndm. Sinh vién tot nghiép duoc bo
nhiém Thuy si Pong Duong (Vétérinaire Indochi-
nois).

Truong Cao dang Thuong Mai (Ecole Supé-
rieure de Commerce) day hai nam, dao tao nhiing
tay chuyén mon bé ban toan tinh 16i 16.
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ek

Chuong trinh Tu tai bon xu la mét chuong trinh
hon tap (chung toi hoi do goi la chuong trinh “ta
pin 10”) hoc nhiéu moén, van chuong, toan phap,
khoa hoc, su dia, mon nao cung hoc nhiéu va kho,
hoc su6t tuan khong nghi ngoi.

Nam dé nhut va dé nhi nién ban Tu tai Viét
tuong duong voi 16p Seconde va Premiere bén Tu
tai Phap (Baccalauréat de ’Enseignement secon-
daire), bén nay chi hon bén kia c6 mén Anh van va
duoc cai chuong trinh danghoang, khong qua nang
nhoc, lai chia lam may ban, tuy kha nang hoc sinh:

-ban A: Grec latin;

- ban B Latin langues;

- ban C: Sciences langues.

Bén Tu tai bon xu, hoc sanh nao cang phai gidi
ca toan phdp lan van chuong méi mong cudi nam
thu hai chiém dugc cai van bang Tu tai bon xu, goi
la Baccalauréat de PEnseignement secondaire lo-
cal, dé roi ruong trap ra tan Ha thanh hoc ban Cao
dang, tét nghiép vé lam 6ng Tham, phu td quan 16n
Pho chu tinh, Y si Pong Duong, phu td quan Boc to
nguoi Phap va Can su chuyén mon, phu su quan Ky
sunguoi Phap.

Bang Tu tai Phap chi hon Tu tai bén xut cé phan
thu hai (2¢ partie), toan (Mathématiques Elémen-
taires) hay triét (Philosophie), thé ma gid tri cua
hai manh biang khac xa nhau biét bao nhiéu:

Chi vi luc bay gio cac bao Phap ngu cua nguoi
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Viet nhu to “La Tribune Indochinoise” (Pong
Duong dién dan) cua Bui Quang Chiéu va “L’Echo
Annamite” (Nam Viét hudng truyén) ciia Nguyén
Phan Long congkich Chanh phu thuécdia thihanh
chinh sach ngu dan (obscurantisme), binh di¢n
(plan horizontal) trén manh dat Viét Nam khon
kho nay, dé dé bé cai tri. Cho nén, Nha Hoc chanh,
thuralinh Phu Toan quyén, hdp tap lap raban Tu tai
bon xit v6i mot chuong trinh va viu, nang né, nhoi

so (bourrage de crane).
%%

Thi Tu tai Phap

Thang bay nam 1924, sau khi ué odi nuot troi cai
chuong trinh Tu tai bon xu, toi g6i don ra Phu Toan
quyén ngoai Ha Noi xin hoc bong dé tiép tuc hoc
noi truong Cao dang Su pham, ban van chuong.

Trong luc 4y, cac ban to6i co ba anh 16p Premiere
Dla Ho6 Van Nga, Nguyén Van Ty va Gustave Tison,
Tran Van Thach, 16p Tu tai bon xu, dé phan thu
nhat (Premiere partie) Tu tai Phap; Nga, Ty dau
hang “binh thu” (assez bien) con Thach, Tison
thi “binh” (passable)’ duong nhu khong may kho
khén, va Tison la hang luc luc thuong tai.

Thud bay gio, boi s6 hoc sanh Tu tai Phap ¢
Sai Gon qua it oi, (mo6i nam, phan II chi c6 vai ba

1Téac gia bi nham lan: theo thirtu excellent latdi uu, trés bien
uu, bien binh, assez bien binh thu, passable thu. (MP)
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nguoi, phan I dugc ndm bay ma thoi), nén Chanh
phu géi bai thi ra Ha Noi cho ban giam khao cham,
roi thi sinh dau mon viét phai dép tau thuy ra Ha
thanh thi van dap.

Toi cing mot s6 ban Tu tai bén xu quyét thi
PhanITutai Phap ban D (Sciences Langues), khoa
nhi thang chin nam 1924.

Thi thi thi vay, chd chua biét sé lam gi, vi thé
nao minh cing ndm chac cai hoc béng Cao dang Su
pham trong tay.

Thé nén, dau thang muoi mdt, mot budi mai,
toi lo tho 1é doi guée go vao truong Chasseloup
Laubat nghe tin tuc thi gap ngay 6ng Hi¢u truéng
Bouault cho hay trong mdy anh em thi sinh chung
toi c6 bon nguoi dau bai viét: anh Hu¢, Nhu, Canh
VOi toi.

bong thi, téoi nhan duoc tin Phu Toan quyén cap
cho toi hoc bong truong Cao dang Su pham.

Toi 1at dat vé Tan An chudn bi hanh trang ddng
ra Ha Noi thi van dap. V6i md va anh toi, toi can
nhdc loi hai: néu thi dau Tu tai I thi hoc mot nam
nua, dau Tu tai IT, minh co thé xin dugc tuyén dung
Tham t4 (Commis) nhu anh Duong Van Hoa, anh
Thai Minh Phat... thé 1a chi mat c6 mét nim nua,
1924-25, la minh sé huong bong 16c (ly luan nha
ngheo!) con hon di hoc Su pham mat nhung ba
nam, dén 1927 mai tot nghiép.

Ay vay, gia dinh toi quyét dinh cho toi tiép tuc
thi Tu tai va tit khudc cai hoc bong Su pham.
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Nhung, “muu su tai nhon (ma) thanh su tai
thién”, Khong Minh, quan su nha Hén, ndi vay ma
hay!

Sau bon ngay linh dinh trén mat bién, chiéc
Réam bé nho cii cang, gio doi song giap, bon chung
toi déu dai song, nam nhutnhu thay chét chua chon.

bén Hai Phong ngay 10 thang 11, 6 khdch san
Nhut Kouroushe, ngay 11 dap xe lua di Ha No6i, vao
tru ngu truong trung Albert Sarraut, chiéu ngay 12
la ho budc minh thi ngay.

Chung toi chua hét mét ma phai chiu khao thi
lién, nghi cting toi nghiép, nhut la mon Anh vin,
minh hoc voi va dang ma thi, chtt nghia da khong
bao nhiéu ma con bi séng gié no bay di mat mot
nua roi:

Lao Lomberger, gidam khao Anh van, trudc cai
kha nang “16i lac” vé Anh ngtt ciia minh, lao mang
cho tham t¢, rang: “Ban Tu tai bon xu 1a toan hao
(parfait) va that su httu hiéu (vraiment efficace),
ma bay muodn tron tranh la nghia lam sao? Chung
bay thi Tu tai Phap dé lam gi? Néu tao khong vi
long nhan dao (!) thi tao da vong cho chung bay
mot con s6 khong tron vo roi (un zéro tout rond).

Sau chung t6i nghe lai 1a0 Lomberger “nhan
dao” da cho chung to6i bon nguoi hai diém, chia
dong nhau moi dua nua diém ma xai (1/2 point).
Cacban toi,anh Hu¢, Nhu, Canh déu gioi Phap van
lan Toan phap va khoa hoc, nén ctu néi céi diém
rat kém vé Anh van.
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Riéng phan toi, mon nao tdi cing xoang nén
tong cong con thiéu 16i nam sau diém, ma khong
dugc vot nén “tudt du”.

That la xui rui!

Trong thoi gian hoc ban Thanh chung dudi
My Tho va ban Tu tai trén Sai Gon, toi dan dau
trong 16p vé mon Su dia ludn; thé ma chiéu hom
ay, gidm khdo hoi vé Cach mang nudc Phap ndm
1789 (Révolution francaise), toi lung tung quén
dau quén duoi, 6ng cho tdi cé bon diém! Néu toi
may man duoc muoi diém, chi muoi diém thoi, toi
da dau roi.

Ra S& Buu dién, ba anh danh dién vé bdo tin
mung cho 6ng Hié¢u trudng va gia dinh riéng moi
nguoi. Anh Canh noi mot 16i an ui toéi: “Ban Dao,
ban dung buoén, cé nhiéu nguoi sang trong hon ban
ma van lan dan trong truong thi ca nhu thuong!”

Anh muoén dm chi anh Vuong Quang Khiém thi
mai cai Tu tai I ban Latin nam sdu ndm ma chua
dau, trongluc d6 em cua Khiém, anh Vuong Quang
Nhuong da la Luat khoa Ct nhan réi. Toi nghi lai
ma nuc cuoi: viéc thi cu do rui may, dé giéi, ché
sang voi hen cdi thd gi! Cam on nhay anh Canh.

Truong trung hoc Albert Sarraut
Trong thoi gian gan mot thang, tu ngay 12
thang 11 dén ngay 6 thang 12, nam é Ha N¢i cho
tau, chung t6i cu tru noi truong trung hoc Albert
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Sarraut, ma nhiéu gido su Phap cho la “mot trong
nhung truong trung hoc 16n dep nhut nuéc Phap”
('un des meilleurs lycées de France).

Truong rong rai, sach s¢, nhiéu day lau hai tang,
moi chiéc giuong ném cao mém 4am, hai 16p cua,
cua kiéng va cua cay, van lau danh bong lang lay, di
muon truot.

Dudi phongan trung don tranghoang, c6hoa co
kiéng, bén tro ngoéi mot ban (carré), hai dia mot
con ga gio quay; trang miéng, moi tro hoac mot trai
cam, hoac hai trdi quit.

Ban giam doc gom ong Hiéu trudéng (Provi-
seur), ong Giam hoc (Censeur), 6ng Tong giam thi
(Surveillant général), mot thau ngan vién (Eco-
nome) va 6ng phat ngan vién (Dépensier).

Btta com nao, 6ng Giam hoc hay Téng giam thi
cuing rao dudi phong an. Ong Giam hoc néi voi hoc
sanh: “Toi mudén may anh an ngon, day du, song
m4dy anh phai ran hoc cho gioi”.

Ong di qua roi, hoc sanh ndi 1én 6ng: “Chinh
ong Econome nuoi minh, chd phai 6ng Censeur
dau!”

Ong con cai git gao la chua nhut, 6ng dung
ngoai ctra, hoc sanh nao khong macy phuc bang ni,
khong dugc ra.

Gido su 6 day toan la tay cu, vi nhitng gido su
Thac si (Agrégé) dugc bé nhiém qua bong Duong
déu xin day hoc 6 Lycée Albert Sarraut, it ai chiu
ghé truong Chasseloup Laubat, duy c6 6ng gido su
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toan chung toi la 6ng Pasqualini, c6 bang Thac si,
chiu & Sai Gon, vi ba vo la Cu nhan khoa hoc lam
Hiéu truong truong N sinh bon quoc (College de
Jeunes filles indigenes), hién nay la Nu trung hoc
Gia Long.

ek

Noi day, toi xin mé mot dau ngoac dé thuat vai
chuyén nho nho lién quan dén quang doi hoc sanh
vai ban chung toi.

Thang bay nam 1919, trong cudc “Giang do
khao vo” tai My Tho, qui tu trén ndm tram hoc
sanh 16p nhut cdc tinh Tién Giang va Hau giang thi
bang So hoc (Certificat d’Etudes primaires fran-
co-indigenes) goi tat la CEPFI, H6 Van Ké (Bac si
Ho6 Van Ké tu tran nam 1967 tai Sai Gon) My Tho,
dep ngatat ca anh tai, dau s 1, Nguyén Van Ty (Ky
su Nguyén Van Ty cach day may nam lam Giam doc
hai cang Abijan, Cote d’Ivoire) Tan An do s6 2.

Ké, Giau, khong thi hoc bong, Ty do dau.

Suot hai ndm, d¢ nhut va d¢ nhi nién hoc truong
trung hoc My Tho, Ty dan dau vé mon toan. Ké an
dutanh em vé Phap van. Cu6i nam thu hai, Ké sang
Phap du hoc.

bau bang Thanh chung, 1én ban Tu tai ban xu,
Tybi H6 Van Nga qua mat vé Phdp van luon ca toan
phap (Toi sé co dip nhac dén H6 Van Nga).

Ong Pasqualini mén tai Nga Ty vi bai todn nao
hai anh cing duoc 17, 18 diém luodn, can thiép voi
ong Hiéu trueng Bouault cho ca hai chuyén sang
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16p Premiere D Tu tai Phap khong dé 6 ban Tu tai
“loc coc” (local) chung toi.

Nam 1925, Nga dau Tu tai phan II Mathéma-
tiques Elémentaires hang uu (mention bien), Ty
assez bien.

%33

Toi xin ké tiép vé thoi gian chung toi 6 Ha Noi.

Truong Albert Sarraut, gido su cting phan biét
giai cdp. Moi ky nhom hop, giao su Thac si va Tién
singoi chung con gido su Cunhan nhom riéng.

Truong co hai cira: cttalén day ra dailo danh cho
gido su, con ctia nho thi hoc sanh ra vao.

Hoi day su dia ngoai do, 6ng Bouault, gido su
Thac si, Hi¢u truong chung t6i, ciing la mot tay
“co hang”, song o6ng noi chuyén khong hap dan va
giong doc khong hay.

Mot nam, ong lanh st mang doc bai dién van
nhan dip 1é phét thudng nghi he. Ong viét mot bai
vanta canh dac sac vé Ho Hoan Kiém (Le Petit Lac).

Cac gido su hoan nghinh cdch hanh van bong
bdy cua 6ng song ho phé binh: “Bai dién van xuat
sac cua ong, doc ra roi giam gia tri” (Son beau dis-
cours se gate en sortant de sa bouche).

Bura com t6i ngay 12-11, 6ng Hiéu truéng Coque-
blin, Thac si Anh vén, xuéng phong an ngoi khen
Nhu Hué Canh va an ui toi vai 10i. Ong héi chung
t6i co muodn du thinh 16p dé nhut (Premiere) Toan
(Math), hay Triét (Philo.) 6ng san long cho, kéo
mat ngay gio trong luc cho doi.
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Chung t6i cam on 6ng, song khong nhan, vi
chung t6i muoén hudng thoi gian ranh roi dy viéng
Ha thanh.

Ong cho chung téi duoc tu do.

bay, Ha Noi 1924

Thé la moi ngay, bay gio som mai, diém tam
xong, chung toi ra truong di dao: bung ngo, vé
an com, nghi trua. Hai gio rudi, hoc sanh vo hoc,
chung toi lai ra pho. Dén bay gio vé dung com roi
ngu, ngay hom sau cting vay.

Nho thé ma chung to6i dao choi khap Ha thanh
luc bay gio (1924), nhan thay thanh ph6 nay rong
16n song khong dep bang Sai Gon, nha ctra pho xa
cai troi ra cai sut vo, that la “mat trat tu”. Lai co
nhiéu can pho, bé ngang chuing hai thude ruodi ba
thudc, nén thap hon mat duong ma chia ca mot 6
bay tam gia dinh, moi gia dinh la mot cai ghé bo.

Con duong ndo nhiét nhut la dai 16 Paul Bert,
rong hon duong Tu Do (Catinat) trong minh, va cac
hiéu to nam trén dai 16 nay. Nha buon do s¢ nhut
la “Go da” (Godard), ban thap vat, in nhu “Grands
Magasins Charner” (bay gio la Tax) trong Nam.

Phu Toan Quyén ngoai do khong rong 16n oai vé
nhu Dinh Toan Quyén 6 Sai Gon. Chi c6 truong Al-
bert Sarraut va an dut truong Chasseloup Sarraut,
vay thoi.

Cau Doumer, dong bao ta goi la “bo My kiéu”,
dai 1865 thudc, bac ngang song Hong Ha, la mot
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ky cong cua hang Eiffel. Chiéc cau khong cé cot,
vi mdy con cat nam dudi cau khong ving chac,
thuong xé dich, nguoi ta khong thé xay dung cot
cau trén con cat khong chon dy dugc.

Cau sat chia lam ba phan, phan gita dé xe lua
chay, phan hai bén danh cho b hanh, ¢ t6, xe cao
su... Mot nguoibat dau di tirtbén nay qua thilén cau
phia tay mat, dén gitta cau dung chon ngam may
ngam nudc mac tinh roéi phai di luén qua bén kia,
chd khong quay tro lai con dang cu dugc.

Qua bén roi, cting do phan tay mdt minh ma vé
bén nay. Thanh thi qua cau hai phen di bo gan bon
cay so cung khd moi chon.

Nguoi ta thuat rang moi budi sang, nhiéu nguoi
ra ngoi hai bén bo song Hong Ha phong ué thi da
c6 mot s6 nguoi chuc san mot cdi vot bang may hay
bangtre, ké dudi dit ho ma hunglay, roi dem vé lam
phan bon rudng.

Suot con duongxe lua HaNoi Hai Phong, dai 104
cay s0, chung to6i nhin hai bén duong thay nhting
ruéng go kho khan, cay lua 6m teo nhu nguoi nhin
doi lau ngay.

Theo y kién dong bao am hiéu nong nghi¢p
ngoai Bac trong Nam, ruéng ngoai 4y khong phi
nhiéu bang rudng trong nay; ruéng thuong hang
Bac Ky tuong duong voi ruong hang nhi Nam Ky
ma thoi.

Thé chonén...!

%3k
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Vuon bach thu Ha Noéi sanh véi S6 thu Sai Gon
luc bay gio thi, xin 161, nhu mét troi mot vuc.

Bach thu, c6 nghia la tram thu, gi ma thu I6n chi
c6 nam ba con, thu nho chuing chuc chan.

Con cay c6i, toan nhung tan cao cé tho, chang
co cay chi dep va la ca. Trong vuon moc hon thé
son, cao 28 thudc, tén la “Khan son”, tuc truyén
khi xua vua Lé Thai T6 ngu trén ddy duyét binh.

Dao choi Tay HO, chuing toi viéng Bén Tran Vo,
tho Duic Chan Vo Dé quan, tuc goi la “Ong Théanh
bong den”, pho tuong dong ngdi cao dung tran
nha, su tiéu trong chua bao rang tuong nay nang ba
ngan ki. Chung to6i suc nhd bai tho “Canh bén Tran
Vo” ciia Ba Huyén Thanh Quan:

“Em di chiéu hom toi Trdn dai,

“Lang lang chdng bon chut tran ai!

“Ba hoi triéu mo chuong gam song,

“Mot viing tang thuong nudc Llon troi.

“Bé di ngan trung khon tdt can,

“Nguon dn tram truong dé khoivoi.

“Nao nao Cuc Lac la dau td?

“Cuc Lac la day chin ro muoi.”

Nhtng dém he nong buc, nhiéu nguoi dan 6ng,
trong s6 c6 nhting sinh vién, trai ghé b6 trén bo HO
Tay ma ngu cho mdt, sing mang ve.

Han doc gia mién Nam co6 nghe ndi dén Chua
Mot Cot? Chua nam trong mét ho sen bon phia
trang xi mang, rong moi bé chung muoi thudc;
hai hon dd xanh hinh truy, bé kinh d¢ hai thudc tay,
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chong 1én nhau thanh mat cay cot cao ndm thudc,
chong do mot ngoi chua nho tho buc Bo tat Quan
Thé Am.

Nghe noi nam 1954, lic Phdp giao Bac Phan cho
Viét Minh, khong ro ai dat chat né pha huy ngoi
chualich su ay, tiéc thay!

Tiép tuc viéng Dén Chua cé tich, chung toi
chiém nguong bén Hai Ba Trung ¢ lang Cdm Khé,
mot ngoi dén xua, ba gian, khong co chi dac sac.
Chung to6i khong vo dang bén trong.

Ho6 Hoan kiém c6 mot thap nhé, Thap Rua, cat
trén dao con, va bén Ngoc Son tho Van Thanh.

Tubo HO, phai qua mot cai cau dai hep, dén bai
Nghién, ké Thap But, r6i mdi téi bén.

Canh tich mich sum nghiém, cay c6i ruom
ra, nhang khoéi quanh ndm mu mit. Quanh ho, co
nhung quan kem nho nho, khach nhan du ngoi an
kem ngam canh sinh tinh ma... chang nén tho.

Muoén tham mdy ban sinh vién truong Cao dang,
phai di ngay chua nhut, hodac ngay thuong thi sau
btta com chiéu, 16i tdm gio toi.

Luc bay gio, ngoai Ha Noi, trong nu gisi, ndi
lén phong trao “phi Cao dang bat thanh phu phu”
(khong phai xudt than noi truong Cao dang thi
khong thanh chong vo).

bung thé, thoi budi dy, xuat duong du hoc dala
thién nan van nan thi sinh vién ta chi con nudc d6
x6 ra HaNo6i dé sauba bon nam hoc hanh tré thanh
ong Tham, Y si, Doc cong, Gido su... chiém mot dia
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vi cao ca trong xa hoi Viét Nam, thi sao thiéu nut
Ha thanh lai chang mé tit sinh vién Cao dang ché!
Va lai, cac cau “via” mot bo do ni vao cung dep trai
ra phét.

... Troi lanh, vi da cuéi thu sang dong; mac dau
choang 4o 4m, song chua quen khi hau Bac ha nén
chuing to6i bon nguoi ngoi hai chiée xe cao su, chen
vao nhau ma van run.

Moi cudc xe la mot hao (mot cic), nhung dong
bao phu xe ta la lam sao, minh tra dung gia biéu,
mot hao, ho doi thém, ma néu tra hai hao, ho cang
doi du doi, thé ho cho “mday thay Sai Gon” ngoc
lam thi phai! Ngoai Chau Thanh, c6 mdy bac cam
(canh sat), ho khong dam lam hung, vi roi may bac
b6 lén dau, song truong hop chung téi vé truong
thi ho kéu la ém toi thanh thu chung to6i 4p dung
mot bién phdp la, xuéng xe, ba nguoi, Nhu, Canh
vdi toi, 1at dat vo ctia dé mic anh Hué “xa kién” roi
VO sau.

Hen chi ngay nay anh Hué lam thdm phan la
phai.

ek

Cung moét so6 sinh vién, mot buéi mai chua nhut,
chung toi viéng vuon quan Téng doc Ha bong
Hoang Trong Phu, la con 6ng Hoang Cao Khai.

Mot ngoivuon rong 16n chiém ca mdy chuc mau
tay, sach sé tuom tat, cam quit va nhiéu cay an qua
trong ngay hang thang16i, 1ai co nhunghon non bo,
nhung thach dong, trong dong treo chuéng dong.
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Vuon rong, phu lam vuon dong, muoén goi ho
vé nghi, trong nha phai giong 1én moét hoi chiéng.
Hang quit trai do ung, sa sa dudi dat, chung toi lén
xin vai trdi bé tui ra khoi vuon chia nhau ma an.
Trai tuy xinh dep ma lat nhach, khong ngon ngot
bang quit Can Tho, quit Ké Sach minh.

Tiécrang ngay ay ong Hoang Trong Phu di vang,
bang chang thi 6ng da tiép chung toi vi 6ng trong si
phu vo cung. Nghe néi 6ng c6 bang Tu tai Phap va
ong gioi ca Phap van lan Han van. Cac quan Tay né
nang ong va chung dan cung kinh trong 6ng.

Tinh gia dé hot

bau thang 12, chung t6i lai dap chiéc Réam bé
nho, ct cang ma vé Nam.

Baban toi ké vo 16p Toan, nguoi vo Triét hoc, con
toi khan goi vé Tan An, chudn bi d€ thi lai mon van
dap ky thang bay nam sau, 1925. Vi, thoi ky ay, thi
sinh nao dau bai viét rui rét van dap, duoc an hué
thi van ddp hai lan ntta ma khoi phai thi bai viét lai.

Trotbuonglao thi phaitheolao, chiém cai Tu tai
cho bang dugc, ché da ti khude hoc bong Su pham
roi, bay gio lam sao ma xin lai dé hoc nién khoa
1924-25? Lai cuing mat luon cdi hoc bong trung hoc
6 truong Chasseloup Laubat, va tré vo truong mot
nam dé chi giéi mai phan van dap la phan tuong doi
dé hon phan thi viét cung ton tién va ton cong phu.

Nhung lam gi cho hét sdu bay thiang truong,
tu thdng 12 nam 1924 cho dén thang bay nam 25?
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Ngay chi t6i chi 6m cuén Trigo kho khan va Lich st
Cach mangnudc Phédp, lam ban véi nhiing cuén Vat
ly, Héa hoc, phan tach may v tudng cua Corneille,
Racine, Moliere, thi chan bo doi!

Toi day thi cong may tré hoc tro cua anh toi va
tham gia phong trao giai tri “batlanh manh”: dd ga
noi, nhung trua chua nhut, khi t6i véi hoc tro 6m
ga di, ma toi budn hiu, toi dé y vai lan nhu vay va toi
thoi khong choi ga noi nira.

Tham thodt bay thang troi qua, roi thang bay
nam 1925, t6i dau phan van dap.

Lai xin hoc béng, lai vo 1op Triét, thang bay
nam 1926, dau Tu tai phan II, hang binh thu (Assez
bien). Nam nay la nam sung suéng nhut trong doi
hoc sanh toi: trong 16p duoc thay cong, ngoi phong
hoc khong c6 thay gac va, nam gio chiéu, tu do di
cho ctaan chdo ca.

ek

Hy vong da dat, t6i chuan bi ho so xin tuyén
dung lam Tham td hanh chanh (Commis des Ser-
vices civils).

Nap ho so cho 6ng Adrien Petit, Chu tinh Tan
An, ding ong phé y kién va chuyén dat lén van
phong Nhan vién Théng d6¢ Nam Ky. Ong Petit co
tiéng 1a tanh nong nhu lua. Ong tron médt ngo toi:
hatham hoi: “Anh c6 bang Tu tai, lai ung lam tay sai
hay sao? Anh xin mét chon gido su, c6 dugc khong?”

Toi ddp rang theo 10i ong thay cu toi 1a ong
Motais de Narbonne, luc bay gio dam nhiém chuc
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vu “Giam doéc nhom gido hudn 6 Tan An (Direc-
teur du Groupe scolaire), phai c6 bang Kha nang
Supham (Certificat d’Aptitude Pédagogique) mdi
mong duoc tuyén lam gido su. Ma toi chi la mot
hoc sanh m¢i ra truong, lam gi thi bang do néi, nén
toi xin lam Tham ta vay.

Ong run vai, noi: “Vay thi tuy y anh!

HO so goi roi, toi trong tin.

Thi huyén (1927)

Lo6i thang 10 ndm 1926, toi hay tin Chanh Phu
Nam Ky bai bé ngach Tham td va cac 6ng Tham ct
déu duoc cai sang ngach Huyén Phu, con nhung
ai co bang Tu tai Phap hay Tu tai bén xi muén
dugc b6 dung vao “Ngach Hanh chanh cao cap van
phong Dinh Hiép ly va cac tinh Nam Ky” (Cadre
Supérieur administratif des Bureaux du Gouver-
nement et des Provinces de Cochinchine) tuc la
ngach Huyén, Phu, D6c phu sy, thi phai thi, trung
tuyén duoc b6 lam Huyén tap su.

Thoi bay gio c6 hai ngach cong chuic:

- ngach bong Phdp (Cadres généraux) thuoc
Phu Toan Quyén (Gouvernement Général) su
dung, cé thé duoc bé nhiém trong bat cut xi nao
toan coi bong Phdp (Indochine francaise) gom
co Viet Nam, Cao Mién (Cambodge) va Ai Lao
(Laos). Viét Nam luc 4y chia lam ba: hai xu bao ho
laBac Ky (Tonkin) va An Nam (Trung Ky); Nam Ky
(Cochinchine) la thuéc dia Phap.
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- ngach bén xut (cadres locaux) nhu ngach
Huyén, Phu, BPoc phu st va ngach Tho ky dia
phuong chang han.

Ky thi Huyén dinh vao ndm 1927, nhung chua
chac ngaynao. Thi sinh Tu tai (candidat bachelier)
duoc mién khao thivan hoa pho thong (examen de
culture générale), con thi sinh tho ky (candidat
secrétaire) bat buoc phai chiu khao hach vé van
hoa ph6 thong trudc; dau, maéi duoce du thi khao sat
chuyén nghiép (examen professionnel) la phan
quan trong, chung vdi thi sinh Tu tai.

Cuoc thi Huyén la mot cudc canh tranh (con-
cours), dong thoi la mét cudc khao thi (examen)
nang luc, nghia la thi sinh phai hoi du hai diéu kién
maéi duge cham dau.

Nhu ky thi 1927, Chanh Phu tuyén dung tam
nguoi Huyén va thi sinh phai duogc t6i thiéu 420
diém mdéi dau. Gia su c6 10 nguoi trén 420 diém thi
hai nguoi “dau chét” khong duge bé dung, va trong
truong hop chi coé 7 nguoi duoc tir 420 diém trg 1én
thi nguoi thu 8 “nho 6ng ba qua sang nam”.

ek

To6i lai phai chudn bi thi Huyén.

Nhin tap bai vé Tai chanh anh tho ky Nguyén
Minh Phdp cho téi muon, voi cuon sach “Hanh
chanh dai cuong” (Administration générale) tac gia
la quan cai tri De Galembert, do anh Ky su Nguyén
Hai Huot, anh ruét anh Phdp, cting cho t6i muon,
mot quyén sach day 500 truong, toi ngan vo cung!
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(Anh Nguyén Minh Phap sau dau Huyén, vinh thang
1én dén chuc boc phu suva ti tran ndm 1955).

Ngay hom nay, nhé dén hao tam hai anh ay giip
do toi rat nhiéu, toi lay lam cam dong, va nghiéng
minh chao vonglinh hai anh (da ra nguoi thién co).

May man lic 4y, 6ng gido su Huynh Van Cho lap
mot cai tu thuc & Phu Lam. Ong can dung mot gido
su Phdp van va dia Iy cho hai 16p d¢ nhut va dé nhi
nién truong ong. Ong xudéng tan Tan An vao dung
nha toi 6 xom Cau quay, moi toilén cong tdc, luong
thang 160 dong.

Toi ung chiu, ruong trap lén tam tru nha thay
gido Hung day truong Xom Cui; anh cua thay la
thay Hai lam tho ky Xa Tay Ch¢ Lon. Thay Hung
thu tu, em thay la Thdéi, hoc tro toi. Thay con mot
ba me gia va mot co em gai.

Cung 6 moét nha co tro Nhut, ba con véi thay tu
va ciing hoc voi toi. Mot tho ky truong tién cung
dénxin o tro.

Nha thay tu an uéng tuom tat, khong khi gia
dinh hoa nha yén vui. Com chiéu xong, chung toi
hoa don, roi toi stta bai hoac soan bai cho hom sau,
ké 6m sach ra hoc mot chap. Xong, hoac danh co
tuong, hodc rap danh cat té hay ban co voi thay hai,
thay tu, thay ky truong tién, Théi, Nhut.

Co bira, chu Tu la chu ruét thay hai thay tu, mot
cuu Ké toan vién bong Phap ngan hang (Banque de
I'Indochine) qua choi, day vo cho toi v6i thay tuva
Thoi, Nhut.
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Muoi gio khuya, xén bai, kéu chu chét ban “di
xan ap chuc” (chdo vit co bo thit) vo, moi nguoi
lam mot to, roi tat den di nghi.

Mot budi mai chua nhut, dap 10i moi cua tro
Bay, toi dén nha tro choi. Ong than tro lam ray, tiép
chuyén vui vé thanh that, va khi toi gia tr, ong ting
toi mot con ga noi to, chua thién tich. Ga mdi biét
gdy ma cao 16n hung vi, mong trich, vay hai hang
tron, chang co chi la, song khit khao sic bén, canh
den lang mudt, 16ng ma tia sdng ngoi.

Tét nam 4y, toi ve Tan An; chiing 1én, toi hay tin
dém 29 thang chap, chu chich dén viéng nha thay
tu, bat tron chuoéng ga thay ma, la lam sao, n¢ lai
chura con ga noi toi ra.

Veé thay tu thuat rang, dém do, vao khoang mot
gio, thay nghe duong nhu con ga to6i kéu nhiing
tiéng gian du, thay tudng no can 1on véi may con
trong cua thay, nao de... chac né mé anh trém ma
bat no.

Thang sdu bai truong. Ong Cho khong duoc
than tai chiéu c6, sang truong cho nguoi khac.

Lan nura, toi lai that nghiép, mang ruong 6m ga
vé Tan An.

Va cting nho vay ma to6i hoc hanh ky luéng hon,
chuan bi dang hoang.

Thinh thoang, bat ga dix6. Con ga 6 toi co miéng
“da mé” rat hay; x6 ba lan, né da do6i phuong diéc
tai xung vung. Ong bay Ngoc, y si Dong phuong, 6
cach x6m t6i vai ddm rudng, hai ba lan dén nha toi
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nai ni téi nhuong con ga cho 6ng nuoi, kéo toéi cho
x06 hoai, thét nd bé uénglam. Téi cong nhan 16i 6ng
htu ly.

K

Ky thi Huyén dinh vao ngay 24 thang 11, nam
1927.

Chéanh Phu tuyén dung tdm nguoi Huyén. Thi
sinh c6 hai Tu tai Phap: Nguyén Thi Gidi, voi toi.
Tu tai bon xu: Tran Van Khué va Nguyén Van Chau.

Thi sinh tho ky16i 15, 16 nguoi.

S6 diém toi thiéula 420. Ba bai viét:

- mét bai vé Hanh chanh dai cuong,

-mot bai vé tai chanh, va

-moOt bai cuu xét ho so.

Ngay 23, t6i 1én Sai Gon, 6 dau nha hai anh
Nguyén Minh Phap véi Thai Tuong Thuy, duong
Legrand dela Liraye (Phan Thanh Gian) déulatho
ky; anh Thuy la cuu ban hoc t6i dusi My Tho.

Ngay 24, bat dau thi mon viét, vé Hanh chanh
dai cuong.

Toi nhé dé tai ho cho 1a “Quyén han ctua Thi
truong va cac sé truc thuoc Thanh ph6” (Attribu-
tions du Maire et les Services Municipaux).

Toi thudc long gan hét chuong nay trong “De
Galembert”, ddy cho moét hoi, nap quyén roi ra.

Sém mai 25, thi mon Tai chanh. Hai dé tai, thi
sinh dugc quyén chon lua: Ngan sach Nam Ky
(Budget local) va Cong nho lang (Budgets com-
munaux).
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Thu that vé Cong nho lang toi dot lam, nén
chang dam phiéu luu voi dé tai d6. Ba tiéng dong
ho, toi viét chin truong, chép gan tron cai “cours”
ctua anh Nguyén Minh Phap.

Ngay 26, thi mon “Cuu xét ho s6”. Ho giao cho
to6iho so mot sinh vién xin hoc bong. Gidy to dé 1on
x0n, toi sap lai theo thu tungay thdng, roi thao mot
cdi tho tra loi.

Hom sau, thi vin dap. Ong Portoukalian, dau
phong phong nhut (Chef du ler bureau), ngé loi
cung toi: “Anh bao, bai Hanh chdnh dai cuong,
anh duoc 17 diém vé hinh thtuc, 18 diém noéi dung;
bai Tai chanh, 19 diém; mon van ddp nay, néu anh
khong “tudt” xuong (dégringoler), anh sé dugc
sap trong may nguoi dau cao”.

“Nhung anh da khong chon dé tai ‘Cong nho
lang’, vay anh thu noi vé Cong nho lang to6i nghe”.

Toi d6 moé hoi, nhung 6ng ba do mang, toi
con nho Cong nho lang cé may khoan thau, may
khoan xuat.

- buogc, anh hay ké may khoan dé ra.

Toi ké dugc vai ba khoan, 6ng tu té nhac toi not
may khoan sau.

Chiéu 27,dao choi Sai Gon mot hoi; som mai 28,
nam nha xem sach cho com. Muoi mét gio ba khac,
anh Phap v6i anh Thuy xudat hién trong khung cua,
nghiéng minh chao:

- Chao tan Tri Huyén!

Toi lat dat ngoi day hoi:
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- Sao? Toi dau ha anh tu, anh Thuy? (T6i goi anh
Phéap bang anh tu).

Anh Phép gio ngon tay tro lén, mim cuoi... Hai
anh lai mua mot con vit quay, moét chai ruou chat
dai toi.

Hoi toi di thi, ma toi cho toi 15 dong, ndi: “Con
ran ma xai nhin nhut, tién nay ma danh dum may
thang nay...

Toi mua chiéc vé xe lra khi hoi hang ba Tan An
Sai Gon hét 1 § 47. Anh Phap, anh Thuy cho t6i 6
tro an udng, tu ngay 23 dén 29 la ngay toi gia tu,
ma khong nhan moét xu nao ca. Toéi ra nha sach Al-
bert Portail (hién nayla Xuan Thu), mua mdy cuén
sach hét nam dong, xai lat vit xe phdo may dong,
con dem vé cho md to6i ndm dong.

Nam sau, toi dugc nghe moét 6ng Tu dau Huyén
v6i 15.000 dong va, nam ké do, mot 6ng ky ton 30
ghim dé lanh chic Huyén hang ba, huéng s6 luong
trén tram bac!

Két qua ky toi thi, ba Tu tai thi dau: Nguyén Thi
Gioi, Tran Van Khué vdi toi.

Nam nguoi tho ky dau: Pham Van Cang, Lé Vin
Ngoc, Cao Van Sy, Nguyén Viét Liém véi Tran Van
Chi, tic Ky.

bém trudc ngay toi vé, ma toi chiém bao thay
nguoi ta khién vo nha mot cdi quan tai, md toi ban
toi thi do.

bong bao da su 6 Tan An don rum lén: “Co gido
Gioi thi dau Huyén, gioi qua ta!”
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Truong nit tiéu hoc Tan An c6 c6 gido Nguyen
Thi Gioi. Nguoi ta lam 6ng Tu Nguyén Thi Gioi
V6i co gido Nguyeén Thi Gioi. Co nay nghe vay mim
cuoi, khongbiét c6 céd hinh dung 6ng tan Tri Huyén
Gioi la nguoi thé nao chiang?

ek

bay, ban doc co thay khong? Téi tinh gia dé hot!

Nhutrén téi danoéi, hoi nam 1924, t6i tinh minh
dau Tu tai I ndm 4y, ndm sau 1925 dau Tu tai IT, hy
vong duoc tuyén dung lam Tham td thi da cé luong
roi, thayvihoc Supham ngoai Ha Noi dén 1927 méi
veé, thé 1a c6 phai minh 10i duoc hai ndm khong?

Nhung, toi da “ban da gau...”

Nam 1924, rét van dap, cho thilai nam 1925, hét
mot nam.

Nam 1925-26, hoc Triét, la hai nam.

Nam 1926-27, lai phdi mot nam cho dgi nua,
hét mot ndm moi thi Huyén dau nam 1928 dugc
b6 dung.

Thanh thu toi phai mat ba ndm ruéi mai co cong
viéc lam; lai véi chuc Huyén tap su, luong thang
chi 06 106, chang bang méy ban to6i nhu Duong T4n
Canh, Pham Truong Xuan, Nguyén Van Tam... di
Suphamnam 1924,dén 1927, dungbanamlave, lai
huéng s6 luong 120 bac.

Co phai vi binh mang x6 ddy ma t6i mac vao
vong cuong toa hanh chanh hon ba muoi nam troi
chang, chiu biét bao cay dang véi nhiing quan cai
tri thuc dan hong héch, thich ninh hot, va nhiing
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ban dong nghiép chuyén ninh hot quan trén, thich
h6i 16, nhiing cuong hao 4c ba mua long Chu tinh,
Thong doc, Toan Quyén ma ha hiép 1é dan!

Biét dau chung, néu dugc day trung hoc, toi sé
sung sudng gioi mai tam tri tré em va trau luyén
van chuong su nghiép.

Nhung thoi, tiéc lam gi, trén thé gidi co chi la
ton tai, dau lam Huyén, Phu, Bac si, Ky su, thomoc,
tho ren, cheo do, quét cho, ma minh git tdm long
trong sach thanh cao, dung nghi 4c, noéi 4c, lam 4c,
va thi hanh dung dan cai phan su lam nguoi, khong
kiéu cidng, khong hén nhat, gid tri con nguoi la 6
cho do.

Dinh hiép ly (1928-32)
Toa sau

To6i nhap tich lang cao gidy do nghi dinh ngay
1-1-1928, b6 nhiém to6i lam Huyén tap su (Huyén
stagiaire) va bat dau nhan viéc ngay 4 thang 2,
nam 1928.

May ong ky méi dau Huyén dugc b6 dung
Huyén hang ba va trudc 6 tinh nao thi nay ¢ tinh
do, con hang chon udt chon rdo nhu chung t6i la
cho vao “Bureaux du Gouvernement”, luc trudc
goi la “Dinh Thuong tho”, sau kéu la “Dinh Hiép
ly”. Dinh nay hién nay nhuong ché cho Bo Kinh té
Viét Nam Cong Hoa.

Dinh Hié¢p ly do mot vién quan Cai tri hang
nhut hay hang nhi diéu khién, danh la “Directeur
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des Bureaux”, héi do goi la 6ng Thuong, dung ly
phai duoc goi la “Giam doc van phong”.

Phu td 6ng c6 hai quan cai tri ddm nhiém chuc
vu Chanh su vu Hanh chdnh va Tai chanh (Chefs
des Services Administratifs et Financiers). Dinh
Hiéply chiaralam sau phong” (bureau) hay “Toa”.
T6i voi anh Tran Van Khué duoc bo vao Toa sau,
Nguyén Thi Gidi ¢ Toa ba.

Toa sau hay vé thué vu, lap nhung sac thué moi,
xét don khiéu nai vi chiu thué qua ndng, hay bi
danh mot s6 thué dung ly khong phai chiu, hoac
xin mién hay giam thué vi nhung truong hop that
mua, nha chdy, gia tur sa sut...

bong nghiép chung to6i 6 Toa sdu c6 6ng phan
Nguyén Van Phai. Hoi do, “secrétaire principal”
duoc goi la “thong phan” “6ng phan”, dung ly phai
kéu la Tho ky thuong hang, nhung tuc goi la “6ng
phan” da quen.

Ong phan Phai ¢ Gia Dinh, m6i ngay di xe dié¢n
ra, xuong ga Taberd, bén hong truong Taberd hi¢n
thoi, duong Paul Blanchy, nay la Hai Ba Trung.
Ong dam nhiém viéc kiém soat bo thué cac tinh
moilam gailén va trinh cho 6ng dau phong Toa sdu
thura iy nhiém Thong doc Nam Ky phé chuén.

Ong viét Phap véin kh4, lai gioi Han van. Thinh
thoang ong biéu dién chung toi xem canh anh phao
thu dang cuu cham ngoi sung dai bac xua va doc bai
thiéu nghe tic cudi non rudt. Ong bao réng chu
caoutchouc (cao su), ong khong thé nao viét trat
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dugc, vi 6ng doc nhu thé nay: ca-ut-suc va doc sao
thi viét vay. Phuong phép cung hay!

Thu dén 1a 6ng Huyén Hi¢p, Huyén danh du
(honoraire), luc dy goi 1a Huyén ham. Ong nay
cung la thoky thugng hang, an mac chai chuot, ban
do cdp, trong ao trang dai, ngoai 4o xuyén, bit khan
den.

Ong & Binh Tay, moéi ngay cang di xe dién toi.
Bay gio vo so, ong Huyén Hi¢p coi 40 xuyén mang
lén gid 4o, 1ot chiéc khan dong mdc lén, rdi lam
viéc. Gan muoi mot gio, ong bit khan, ban do.

Ong Huyén Hiép hay 1dm! Ong dau phong can
dung mot nghi dinh gi, 6 s& nao, xua bao lau, ong
kiém cungra.

Ong ndi chuyén c6 duyén, 6ng thuat rang hoi
ong giup viéc van phong Thong doc, co ong Boc
phu st lam Chanh van phong (Chef de Cabinet).

Chiéu ngay 31 thang 12, quan I6n ngai dat tat
ca Phu, Huyén, tho ky trong van phong lén “mung
tudi” Thong doc.

Quan Nam nhuong cho quan Phép chuc trudc,
moi dén phién minh; dan em yéu cau “dai ca” dung
lay thuong quan nhunam roi nita, vinéu anh lay thi
cac em phai lay, ma anh thi khan dong 4o dai, quan
hang trang, lam 1¢ dé dang, con dan em thi au phuc,
cai quan mai ui, lan xép bén ngot, lay rat kho khan.

Ong D¢ phu nha ta w iét tu té; thé ma, sau khi
thot vai 16i chuc phudc chuc tho Thong doc xong,
quan ngai lién “cudc” hai cudc.
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ban em dung sau lung anh khong thé dung
duoc, cung phai cudc theo, song vi quan do chat
choi nén té dun cuc voi nhau, 6ng nay de lén ong
kia, lam cho quan Thong doc 1a nguoi nghiém nghi
cung phai can moi nhin cuoi:

Sau cudc, may o6ng may thay phan nan “quan
16n” dir qua!

363k

Thuo 4y, cong chiic lam viéc s6m mai tir bay gio
rudi téi muoi mot gio, chiéu turhai gio rudi téi nam
gio, chiéu thu bay nghi.

Chung toi lam viéc dudi quyén 6ng Arnaud,
chuic “Chef de bureau” nhu ngach Gidm su may
nam trudc day. Anh ta d6 bon muoi tudi, lun xun,
hoi khung khung, nhan vién Dinh Hiép Ly goi 6ng
tala “Sau Lun”.

Khong biét hoc luc 6ng toi dau ma toi véi anh
Khué viét ong stra by, con van tho 6ng thao bi 6ng
Louis Berland (saulam chu tinh Gia binh), lucdyla
Chanh suvu Tai chanh, sunat hét, dua xuéng danh
may, trinh 1én, lai bi sua nita, dua lén tra xuéng hai
ba lan nhu vay, Berland mdi trinh cho 6ng Thuong
ky goi di.

Arnaud tanh hay can nhan, 6ng phan Phai, ong
Huyén Hi¢p lam viéc da lau nam, bi Tay chu ray
quo da chai roi, nén Arnaud co ray nita ciing cha
an thua gi, con anh Khué véi toi dau xanh tudi tre,
mau nong tanh hang, nén moi bira ching toi cu 6ng
taitlam cing mot lan.
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Nhung ho so khiéu nai vé thué vu chua giai
quyét ti hoi ong H6 Quang Hoai ddm nhiém viéc
do cho t6i khi ching toi vo chat dong trén ké hang
may tram cai!

Mot bita, anh Khué bac ghé dung lén 6m ho so
xuong, loay hoay thé nao ma ho so dé tuon xuéng
dat lap dop nhu troi mua.

Arnaud trong phong chay ra, dung chong nanh
lalén: “buoc roi, dugc roi, tuon xuong dat hét di!”
(Cayest, cayest, foutez tout par terre!)

Chung t6i tuc cuoi, toi véi chu Ni, tho ky danh
mady, chu Khiét, tuy phai, phu v6i anh Khué sap lai
tu té, cho vao may ké.

Toi that la ngay tho trong nghé: mot budi mai,
toi lam xong cong viéc Sdu Lun giao pho. Man gio,
ra s6, toi néi voi anh Khueé: “Khong biét chiéu nay
co gilam khong?”

Anh Tran Van Chi, cuu ban hoc téi, dong lam
Toa nhut voi anh Phap, anh Thuy, nghe t6i noi anh
cuoi: “Thang Pao no so chiéunayhét dolam! Cong
viéc hanh chanh 1a hang nam, bao gio cho hét, néu
hét thi chung minh that nghiép tur lau roi!

%3k

Lucbay gio, Do thanh Sai Gon Cho Lon con chia
lam hai Thi xa: Xa Tay Sai Gon va Xa Tay Ch¢ Lon.

Toa Tinh truéng Cho Lén cung nam trong dia
phan thanh pho Cho Lén. Phan thué vu Sai Gon
do mot kiém soat vién thué truc thau (Controleur
des Contributions directes) ngach Phap quéc dam



54 ¢ DAOVANHOI

nhiém; ong tén la Coupas, dep nguoi, mat no tron,
tanh diém dam.

Thanh ph6 Cho Lén, 6ng Kiém sodat vién tén
Tauzia, hinh nhu la nguoi Corse, ciing vui vé, rat
“b6” vdiba Tau.

B0 thué phé chudn roi, gidy bdo nop thué duoc
goi dén tay nguoi chiu thué, duong su phai dong
tat; trong truong hop khiéu nai, ho duoc mot thoi
han hai thang tit ngay bo thué bat dau thau (mis en
recouvrement) dé khiéu nai noi Toaan hanh chanh
(Conseil du Contentieux) vasaudola Tham chanh
vién (Conseil d’Etat).

Hai truong hop khiéu nai:

- mot 1a nguoi bi danh thué cho rang minh chiu
thué oan, bat hop phédp (indument imposé)

- haila nhan minh bi ddnh thué song qua nang.

Truong hop thu nhut, nguoi khiéu nai xin
khong dong chi ca (réclamation en décharge);
truong hop thu nhi, xin giam thué (réclamation
enréduction).

Toa sdu lap ho so chuyén qua Kiém sodt vién
néu la 6 Cho Lén Sai Gon, hoidc cho Chu tinh dé
diéu trava cho ykién.

Xong, chung téilam phuc trinh lén Toa an Hanh
chanh. Néu khong thuan cho chuan giam thi moi
duong su dén xem ho so, dé ho nap don bién ho
(mémoire de défense). bon nay lai duoc géi cho
Kiém sodt vién hay Chu tinh 14y y kién ho lan thu
nhi. Toa sdu thao phuc trinh lan nita (mémoire en
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réplique) roi maéi chuyén ho so1én vian phong Toa
an hanh chanh.

Néu Toa nay xu cho nguoi khiéu nai duoc mién
tron sO thué hay giam mot phan, ching toi sé lam
ngan phiéu tra tién (mandat de paiement) dé
duong su tho huong.

Lai co truong hop nguoi dong thué bi nhiing
bién c6 nhu chdy nha, chay cua hang, trom cudp,
bao lut, han hdn, mua mang thét bat... ho dé¢ don
lén Thong doc xin an mién tron s6 thué (rem-
ise d’impot) hay an giam mot phan (modération
d’impot).

Trong truong hop nay, duong su dugc mot thoi
han 1a mot thang ti ngay bién co xay ra dang xin
mién giam. Chung toi cung hai y kién hodc Kiém
soat vién, hodc Chu tinh, song mot lan thoi, roi
trinh ho so 1én Thong doc quyét dinh gita “Hoi
nghi tu” (Conseil Privé).

K

Sau Lun dugc thuyén chuyén xuéng Tan An lam
pho cho ong Petit. Mot Kiém sodt vién, ong Pierre
Nadal, quathaythé Arnaud. SduLunhayndihayray
bao nhiéu, thi Nadal tram lang, 6n hoa bay nhiéu.
Ong co bang Ctt nhan toan phap, thich danh banh
vot. Ong thuong ban vdi toi va anh Khué vé Coupe
Davis”, thanh tich may tuyén thu nudc Phap: Co-
chet, Brugnon, Borotra va Lacoste, goila “Bon anh
Ngu lam Phdo thu” (Les quatre mousquetaires),
tuong to bon anh ngu lam phdo thu: D’Artagnan,
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Athos, Porthos va Aramis trong quyén tiéu thuyét
hap dan cua van hao Alexandre Dumas.

Xem tap chi “Miroir des Sports” xong, Nadal,
tang toi voi anh Khué, va chung toéi thich thu doc
bai phong su hdp dan vé quan vot cua Jean Sa-
mazeuilh.

Luc bay gio, anh em cong chiic trong Dinh Hiép
ly lap mot hoi thé thao mang cai tén Phap dai luot
thuot “Association Sportive des Fonctionnaires
des Bureaux du Gouvernement” tam dich la “Hoi
thé thao cong chuc Dinh Hiép ly”, ho bau to6i lam
Hoi trudng.

Nghe ndi may nam sau, anh em héi vién d6i cai
tén 4y la: “Gouvernement Tennis club” (Hoi quan
vot Dinh Hiép ly).

Toixin 6ng Berland yéu cau Truong tién sua cai
san quan vot bén hong Dinh Hiép ly, réi chiéu man
gio lam viéc la chung t6i xdch vot ra san.

Chiéu thu bay va tron ngay chua nhut, trén san
quan vot chung toi dong du khach mo di¢u.

Ngay khanh thanh chiéc san la ngay 11 thing
S nam 1929, troi mua lai rai, Bui Hitu Tung so tai
cung Nguyén Van Qui.

Qui danh dep mat, cé nhiéu cu hay, song Tung
danh déu (régulier), dung cudi san bat banh dua
lén tat c4, thang Qui 5/3. Dén day, troi mua ao ao,
ngung cuoc.

Mot bu6i mai chua nhut, Tung moi Vo Van Ban,
chu mot hiéu ban dung cu thé thao 6 duong Sabo-
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urain (Ta Thu Thau), dén duot cung Luong bang
bé¢ la mot cay vot co hang ctua chung toi, theo y
Tung, cho B¢ quen nhung tran ddnh I6n. Ban thang
Deé hai van 6/3 va 6/4.

Lai mot budi som mai, vao van phong vira coi
4o ngoai ra, toi bong thdy mot anh tho ky dén
quyén tién phung diéu anh Lam Tud moi tu tran
dém hoi hom.

Troi! Anh Lam Tu chét! Mot thanh nién day stc
khée, moi thang toi hai van oanh liét chiéu hom
qua, ma sang nay da ra nguoi thién c¢6! Con nguoi
c6 thé chét dé dang nhu con sau, cai kién sao? Hoi
ra thi dém hoi hom, anh bi trung thuc, toi nghiép
thay!

Ngoai nhung chuyén buén trong lang quan
vot nhu thé, ciing cé nhing chuyén vui nho nho.
Thuong thi sém mai, tu sau tdi bay gio, trén san
quan vot, it khi vang bdéng toi voi anh Huyén
Phuong. Anh ay hién tu1, siéng ddnh banh nhu siéng
lam viéc, song anh danh banh khong may gidi, va
anh thi Huyén rét hoai nén Chanh Phu ban cho
anh chuc “Huyén ham”. Anh lun, map, mau mét.
Ngay nao nhu btta ndy, téi thua anh luén bon ban
(jeu), nhung trong moi ban, toi cho anh chay cén
than, dén jeu thu tu, anh thé hao hén, toi moi lén
mot vot sau jeux ma thang anh 6/4. Anh em dong
cuoi roi ve.

bau ndm 1929, toi nghi phép thuong nién hai
muoi chin ngay dé két hon. Chung to6i vo lam viéc
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lai thi anh Khué dau gan, nam Binh vién Don bat
(Hopital Grall) hét 21 ngay.

Nhac lai, hoi toi duoc b6 dung Huyén tap su,
luong bong hang nién chi c6 100$; mo6i thang, chua
trit huu liém, lanh 91 dong, cong voi phu cép dia
phuong (indemnité de zone) 15¢, duoc 106$. Bay
gio co vo, huong thém phu cap gia dinh 15§, tong
cong 121$. Tién nha, tién cho, tién cong dua &, den
nudc, xe phdo, thuéc men, chau cép gia dinh, y
phuc, nguyét liém hoi thé thao, thi sach tay, khong
du mot dong nao. Mot cong chuc “cao cap”, moira
6 doi, lam vao canh do!

ek

Nam 4y, thuong cap giao cho Toa sau thao dudn
lap ra sau bay thu thué mdéi.

Thang muoi, nhém hop Conseil Colonial, luc
trudc goi la “Hoi dong quan hat”, dang 1é goi la
“Hoi dong thudc dia” mdi phai, con Conseil Pro-
vincial thi kéu 1a “Hoi dong dia hat”, hién nay goi
la “Hoéi dong hang tinh” rat dung.

Phién nhom xét mdy dudn 4y, ong Prévost la Di-
recteur des Bureaux chu toa. Nghi vién Phap Nam
nai cho dugc su hién dién cua Thong doc Nam Ky
la Blanchard de la Brosse, dang ho chat van.

Trong cac phién xét du an thué mdi, may ong
Nghi nguoi Nam, bac si Tran Van Pon, bac si Tran
Nhu Lan, cac 6ng Bui Quang Chiéu, Nguyén Phan
Long, Lé Quang Liém tuc Bay, Truong Van Bén...
phan doikichliét. R6t cudéc, may dudn nay déu chim.
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LRt g

Vai ba tuan, chung to6i vé tham song than toi
6 Tan An mot lan. Anh t6i, gido vién truong tinh
Tan An, no6i rang anh tho ky Nguyén Phu Hai dam
nhiém cong nho lang, cé chuyén huc hdc vdéi 6ng
chu tinh Petit va muén hoan déi véi toi, téi vé Tan
An, anh lén Sai Gon.

Nguyén do bat hoa la moét bira kia, Petit truyén
Hai trinh mot ho so cho lao xem. Lao khong bang
long sao do nén ném xudng dat, gidy to do6 tung.
Hai than nhién vé cho ngo6i, khong them luom.

Chang biét that su anh Hai co cai thai do do
hay khong, néu qua that nhu vay, toi vo tay tan
thuong anh...

To6i da ngdn cai quau quo cua Sau Lun Arnaud
roi, bay gio toi nghe noéi ma ghé cai phach cua Pe-
tit nta, va lai anh Huyén Lé Quang Ho lam viéc voi
no bay tam gio t6i né mdi cho vé, sdu nam chua lén
Phu hang ba... Nén toi tu khudc.

el

Cudi nam 1929, t6i sanh mot gai dau long, va
dau nam 1930, Khué, Gioi vdi toi dugce thuc thu
Huyén hang nhi.

Nadal phé diém anh Khué véi toi that la tot,
dai khai nhu: “... Cong chuc tré tudi, hoc thic kha
cao, phuc vu da sot sang lai c6 tim hiéu dé trau
gioi kha nang...

That ra, to6i voi anh Khué ciing tan tam lam viéc,
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mot cong viec khong kho khan gi, chung to6i lai con
“b6” voi Nadal vé quan vot.

Trong doi toi co hai thoi ky sung sudng, la hoc
voi ong Georges Mignon hoi 16p Triét va lam viéc
voi ong Nadal.

Ngoaiviéc nghién ciu ho so vathao van tho cho
cac Chu tinh, cac Séva tunhan vé thué vu ma minh
phaiviét16i van hanh chanh van tat varo rang, con
phuc trinh vé viéc chuan mién thué vu thi 6ng Na-
dal bao chung toi cu “cép” y kién Tinh truéng hoac
hai 6ngkiém sodt vién Sai Gon Cho Lén la da, khoi
can viét cach khac lam chi.

Cho nén, khi kia, anh Huyén Thai Minh Phat
tung su van phong Thong doc gap tui toi, anh ché
giéu: “Doc van hai anh thét roi toi thuoc long!

Chung toi cuoi do then, d6 cho Nadal:

- Tai xt Nadal bao lam vay do da!

Cuoi ndm, Toa sdu thao mét phuc trinh chung,
dinh theo tat ca ho so do Tinh va Kiém soat vién
gdidén, vé nhting s6 thué that thau (cotes irrécou-
vrables) va thué danh bat hop phap (cotes indu-
ment imposées), hoac trinh lén Thong doc, hoac
trinh cho Toa an hanh chanh chap nhan that thau.

Khi thi anh Khué, khi thi t6i, 6m mot cdi cat-
tong to tuong dung mdy tradm ho so véi to phuc
trinh demlén Co mi Lung, Tong thoky Toa anhanh
chanh, dé 6ng xem trudc. Ong 4y thong minh, gioi
Phap van, song hach vsi em utlam. Gap so sot chut
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dinh, 6ng bat mang vé lam lai. Sua d6i hai ba lan,
6ng mai chiu nhan cho.

May 6ng dau phong

bong nghiép cua Nadal, c6 Leclerc, dau phong
Toa tu, hay vé Cong nho thon xa Nam Ky, va Cong
nho cdc Tinh.

Co thé noi rang moét phan 16n doi cong chuc
ong, ong chi phuc vu Chanh phu thuéc dia 6 Toa
tuma thoi.

Sau moi thoi gian ba nam giup viéc, cong chuc
nguoi Phap duoc nghi sdu thang 6 qué nha, quan
cai tri (Administrateur des Services civils) di tau
thuy phong hang nhit con hang dau phong (Chef
de bureau) thi ¢ phong hang nhi.

Ké hanh trinh mot thang di tau vé Phap va moét
thang trd lai thuéc dia thi ho nghi tam thang, con
cong chuc nguoi Viét Nam, theo nguyén tac, moi
nam duoc nghi 30 ngay.

Nhac lai Leclerc, trudc khi di nghi phép, 6ng ta
ndan ni, van xin 6ng Thuong dé danh cai Toa tu cho
ong ta ma thoi, va trudc khi qua Nam, 6ng danh
dién tin xin duoc xac nhan tai bo nhiém 6 Toa tu.

Cho nén, trong thoi gian Leclerc vé Phap,
dau phong nao thay thé ong ta chi la “quyén dau
phong” (Chef de bureau intérimaire) hay “Xu ly
thuong vu” (Chargé de 'expédition des affaires
courantes).

- Toa nhut hay vé viéc Hanh chanh dai cuong,
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nhiing viéc tuyén cu, lap nha mdy, luu thong duong
bo, duong thuy, hoc bong, duong binh thi...

bau phongla Duludais, nhan vién kéu la “thang
béc”, mat xuong xuong, doi chon may giao nhau
lam mot, nho mon co tiéng, anh Nguyén Minh
Phap “thich” n6 vo cung!

Ong chu Toa nhi, toa ddm nhiém Ngan sich
Nam Ky, 1a Fricquegnon, tuc danh la “Ky nhong”,
hoac la “anh 14i ngua” (maquignon) khong tai can
song hay “lam tan”, co bua can rdn anh Duong
Tan Tai la truong ban I sao khong biét ma anh nay,
thuong la nguoi diém tinh, anh phét cdu, cu ong:
“Phai nhuing tay vao viéc moi biét khé dé thé nao,
chi co ké khong lam gi hét méi khong biét kho!”

Mady ong Thuong Renault, r6i Prévost, ké Ber-
land déu cong nhan Ngan saich Nam Ky chi moét tay
anh Duong T4n Tai lam hét.

Mobi nam, Thanh tra Tai chanh bén Phap qua
thanh tra moét lan, va lan nao “Ky nhong” ta ciing
lan tranh, hoac duong binh hoac nghi phép, dé anh
Duong Téan Tai dung mui chiu sao, doi ddp véi ong
thanh tra. C6 lan 6ng nay phé: “Ong Duong T4n
Tai la mot nha tai chanh giéi” (M. Duong T4n Tai
estun grand financier).

Trudng ban II Ia mot nguoi Phap tén Gauthier.
Van phong anh khit vach Toa sdu chung toi, day
mdt ra duong La Grandiere (Gia Long).

Vi ly do tiét kiém, ban II Toa II v6i Toa sau chi
dung chung mét tuy phdi, anh Chau bai Khiét.
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Anh nay luoi kinh khung, ca ngay xdch xe di
hoai, khong biét anh di dau; hé sai anh dem mot vai
cong van la anh “tang hinh” su6t budi, chung toi
buc minh; thé ma Nadal khong ray moét tiéng. Phuc
cho cai tanh “phdt tinh” (flegmatique) cuia Nadal!

Gauthier rangoai tim Khiét, Khiét vang mat, anh
cho nam phut, muoi phut, néi doa kéu 6ng quan xép
(planton chef) trén lau xuéng mang vén cho mot
hoi. Bong Khiét xot xot 6 dau vé, Gauthier bot gian,
mdc tui ldy tién bao Khiét mua cho vai cdi banh!

Trudng ban III la Chevalier, nguoi Mac-ti-nit,
tu té, khong cé gi ddng phé binh. Ban nay coi vé
viéc dau thau, cung cap thuc pham cho cac binh
vién, khdam 16n Sai Gon, truong hoc. Va nam nao
cung c6 xam lai, con ba Tran Kim Ly, duoc thau
luon. Co nay co bo di cdi hong hach qua hach lai,
tho ky Toa IT goi la co “choi brutal” (theo di¢u tuc
cau: d416 mang).

- Toa III dam nhiém viéc cap gidy phép thong
hanh (tau thuy...) dau phongla 6ng Balencie, nhan
vién goi ong la “Bd loan xi, hién hau, song mang tat
to lanoi dién thoai 16n lam. Moi khi 6ng dién dam,
tulang trén dén xom dudi nghe 16ng 1ong.

- Chu Toa tula Leclerc, toi da noi roi.

- Ong chu Toa nam, hay vé khai khdn ddt ho-
ang, ham mo... la Monvoisin, ngach “Administra-
teur Adjoint”, tam dich 1a Pho chu tinh, con tré
ban, nhung lai 1a mot tay xdo quyét nhut doi! Dudi
quyén anh c6 6ng phan Thé, Huynh Dinh Thé, vui
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tinh lanh cong van dén, goi cong van di, va mua,
phdt d6 vian phong gidy viét cho nhan vién.

Toa nam cung khit vach Toa sdu, phia bén mit.
Cong viéc xong, ong Thé hay qua bén chung toi
tan gau, Nadal khong noi gi. Song khi ong Thé ra
vé, gap Monvoisin ngoai cua: “Ong Thé, Monvoi-
sin noi, toi thay ong di choi luén; ong khong co gi
lam hét sao?” (M. Thé, je vous vois toujours vous
promener; vous n’avez donc rien a faire?)

Viét thién hoi ky nay, toi xin chép doi thoai gitia
quan Phdp va quan Vi¢t thém Phdp ngtr cho vui,
choro cdi tanh tinh nguoi Phap, vi cé khi minh dich
ra Viét ngu, mat cdi “mui bua stta pho mdch” ay di!

Ong Thé khong mat binh tinh, tuc thi 4n miéng
tra miéng: “Co chd, thua ong, toi co chut dinh viéc
lam, nhitng cong vi¢c to6i lam xong, toi di choi duoc
chu, phai khong 6ng? Ong mudn toi quét san sao?”
(Si, M. ’Administrateur, j’ai quelque chose a faire,
mais mon travail fini, je peux me promener, n’est-
ce pas? Vous voulez que je Ba Laie la cour, vous?)

Ong mit méy Cai Rang, miéng 6ng mém xom,
nén ong noi tiéng Phap tuc cuoi lam, nhut la ong
kéo dai cdi chu “balaye” thanh ba-lai-do. Chung
toi 6m bung cuoi, Nadal mim cuoi, Monvoisin
cung... guong cuoi. Song suot hai ndm 6ng Thé lam
v6i Monvoisin, ong khong duoc quan chu dé nghi
thiang thuéng lan nao!

e

Nhac lai moi phién nhom Hoi dong quan hat,
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dau phong nao c6 ho so trinh Hoi dong, duoc du
thinh ngoai hanh lang, nhu Toa sdu trinh du dn vé
thué vu chang han.

Toi lanh phan danh may quyét nghi cua Hoi
dong; ma to6i co biét danh may dau, toi nho thay
Phat, tho ky danh may cua Toa sdu, phu toi.

Thuong, Hoi dong nhém vao 16i thang muoi,
moi chiéu vao khoang nam gio, nhém dén bay tam
gio moi man. M6i budi nhom nhu vay, nhan vién
phu td danh may ddnh nam sdu cdi quyét nghi khi
dai khi ngan, va ddnh lam bay bon.

Thay Phat danh gioi, it phut nap xong, con toi
véi cac ban dong nghiép Toa khac thi ngdi choi,
uong lave, nudc ngot.

Hoi dong bé mac vao thang 12. Ong Thuong ky
quyét dinh cap thu lao, m6i dau phong 400$, Phu,
Huyén phu ta, ong thi 180¢, 6ng 150$ tuy chuic
tudc, tuy phai 15, 20 dong.

Noi vé viéc “chay mandat” thi Chau Dai Khiét
nha ta s6 I. Ong Berland ky quyét dinh dua xudng
hoéi tam gio. Toa IT lam ngan phiéu. Khiét 6m chay
dén Nha Kiém soat Tai chanh (Controle financier)
sau nay goi la “Kiém soat udc chi” (Controle des
dépenses engagées) lay kiém nhan, dem vé ong
dau phong Toa II ky tén. Khiét chay xuéng Ngan
kho kiém nhan. Tro vé. Phat ngan vién Toa II di
lanh, muoi gio rudi phat tién.

Thé la nho Khiét cam tay chay tdi chay lui, lay
chu ky va kiém nhan ma néi mot budi sém mai la
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xong, chd néu theo thu tuc thuong 1¢ chua chac
mot tuan ma duoc. La vi ¢o thu lao cua Khiét 15
dong trong do, nghi ctung toi nghié¢p cho nguoi ng-
héo. Luong cua Khiét chi co hon vai chuc ma thoi.

Toéi lanh dugc trdm rudi, chia cho thay Phat 50.

ek

Toan quyén Pasquier bén Phap qua, cing di
bang tau thuy 6 phong hang sang (cabine de luxe).

Tau t6i dau dudi mé song Sai Gon chd “mot
minh”, pho tuong Rigault de Genouilly, nay la
tuong Ngai Tran Hung bao.

Suo6t duong Catinat (Tu Do), dén Nha tho buc
Ba (Vuong Cung Thanh duong), vong ra Norodom
(Pai 16 Théng Nhut) dén Dinh Toan quyén (Dinh
boc lap), truong tién rai cat cho doan ky ma rudc
Toan quyén chay khai bi truot.

Nam gio chiéu, tau cap bén, chung toi da lén
Toa tu, dung trén lau trong xuéng vé phia bén tau.
Canh sat thu ma trac, bién tay, bién cha, phu lich
ta, dung hai bén duong day mdt vo cdc cua tiém.
Xe co cam chay va dau trén duong Catinat: nguyén
thu bong Duong di ma li!

Tu xe, chung to6i nghe tiéng vo ngua rop rop
cang phut cang gan. Poan ky ma d6 nam muoi
nguoi chay hai bén, gitta 1a chiéc xe Hotchkiss mui
tran ldn tu tu, trén xe Toan quyén Pasquier ngoi
v6i Thong doc Nam Ky.

Pasquier mac do ni den, nit khuy vang, d6i ma
song gidc, vién 1ong bac. V6i chom rau phat pho,
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Pasquier cung oai nghi ra phét! Lao lamoét nha van
httu hang, viét may quyén sach vé Viét Nam.

Nguoi ta don lao la nha chanh tri gidi, Nguyén
Phan Long tang lao cdi biét danh la “anh Phocéen
xao quyét” (’astucieux Phocéen) (Phocéenladan
thanh Phocée 6 Tiéu A Té A, Asie mineur. Thanh
Marseille do dan Phocéen lap ra. Co 1é Pasquier
la nguoi Marseillais, nén 6ng Long mdi goi 1ao ta
la ‘Phocéen xdo quyét’). Ma thiét, lao cai tri Viet
Nam, cé hai chd cd1gi gi cho ta!

Noi day, toi xin mé mét ddu ngoac, thuat mot
chuyén vé Pasquier, giup vui doc gia. Nam 1933,
toi tung su S6 Mat tham phong phién dich (Bureau
des traductions). Trong s¢, c6 6ng quan Long, vui
tinh. Mot hom, 6ng thuat rang:

“Néam no, Toan quyén Pasquier vo Sai Gon. Bua
trua kia, vao khoang mot gio, 6ng mac mot bo do
b6 trang, so mi bau lat, di bo ra cua. Luc ay, toi véi
nam ba anh em cong an, canh sat gdc noi day. Quan
ngai kéu xe kéo, budclén. Anh em chung toi tiic toc
dap xe chay theo. Cdc 6ng dodn thu ngai di dau?
Ngai vo x6m b-i-n-h k-h-a-n-g!”

Chung t6i tiu ngiu, diing ngoai xa cho ngai tinh
xong ‘cong viéc trian’, roi ho tong ngai ve.

Pasquier sau chét vé tai nan phi co vdi sdau
vién quan cao cdp Phap, trong do co Delibes,
Chu tinh My Tho, ting véi cau sam Trang Trinh
(hay Cao bai?):

“Lita dau ma dot ‘tdm ga’ trén may”



68 © DAOVANHOI

‘Tam ga’ 1a nom cua ‘bat ke’, ma ‘bat ké’ tuc am
giong tén Pasquier vay. Nguoitaban ddla‘qud’ cua
‘nhan’ ac do Pasquier tao ra, la toan dao ling vua
Nguyén dé tom thau chau bau ngoc nga.

363k

bay xin néi lai héi nam 1929, Théng doc
Blanchard de la Brosse vé Phap, ong Krautheimer
thay thé. Ong nay cao 16n giénh giang, 4n mac don
s0, doi non mang cau lop vai kaki, tanh tinh diém
dam, kiém udc. Khong biét 6ng doi xu véi nhan
vién Phu Thong doc thé nao ma ho tang ong cai
biét danh la “Kho thay me”!

Tuc truyén btta an chiéu, boi bép don cho 6ng
mot con ga quay. Ong xoi phan nua, con phan ntia
ong bon than bung xudng cat trong tu do6 an, dan
gia nhan hom sau dem 1én cho 6ng.

Ong thuong xach gay di bo ngoai Chau Thanh,
dap xe dién vo Cho Lon uong ca phé ¢ hi¢u “Café
de la gare”, ro6i di Sai Gon, vo Dinh Hi¢p Iy tham
anh em chung toi.

Ong hoi: “Co ong Nadal trong vian phong
khong?”

Phai chang day la Luat mau thuan (Loi des con-
tradictions). Ong voc vac cao to ma giong néi nho
xiu, con cé nguoi nhé bé, thap le te ma ndi nang
ron rang?

Toi moi 6ng ngodi, ong u, song di qua di lai ma
khong noi téi ca. Nadal ra chao, roi hai nguoi dung
noi chuyén nho nho. To6i nghe Thong doc noi vé
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mdy cdi phuc trinh thué vu cua Nadal. Ong béo:
“Thuc lai, thuc lai, thuc lai! (Condensez, conden-
sez, condensez). Toi khong co ngay gio nhiéu, ma
ong bao toi doc bon truong lam sao!”

boan 6ng qua Toa ndm, thady anh Huyén Nghi
voc minh nhoé tho, cao do thudc ndm, ong héi:
“Anh bé nguoi nhu vay, khi anh lam chu quan, lam
sao nguoi ta kinh sg anh?”

Anh Nghi tra 16i ngé ngo:

- Thua ngai Thong doc, nguoi ta kinh s¢ minh,
khong phai nho minh cao 16n, suc luc manh mé, ma
minh lam viéc dung dan, thanh liém, cong binh,
nhan dao, thi ai lai khong kinh né.

Thong doc gat dau, co 1é 6ng cung suy nghi ma
tham thia cu tra 16i anh Huyén Nghi.

K

Nam 1930, 1931, nan kinh té khung hoang tu
Au My lan tran qua A chau. Viét Nam khong tranh
khoi tai nan tay troi dy. Xu minh la xi nong nghiép,
hai nguo6n loi 16n 1a lua va cao su, ma xuat cang hai
thu do khong dugc, ban trong nudc khong ai mua,
thi tién dau dong thué, kinh doanh, thuong mai?

Lua hai cac rudi moét gia, nha may, hiéu buon 16
la déng cua, ph6 khong ai muon, duong Sabourain
(TaThu Thau) treo lung lang day nhung bang “Phé
cho muon”. Day bi¢t thu duong Garcerie (Duy
Tan), nhting cai nho ban ba ngan dong (3.000%) cai
16n nam ngan. Ai c6 tién ma mua!

Ong Krautheimer xuéng, tuu hop cong chuic
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Phap Nam noi phong nhém cua Hoi dong quan hat,
kéu goinhanvién hy sinh quyén loi chut it, ng6 hau
giup Chanh Phu qua khoi con khé khan nay.

Thanh thu, t6i da thang Huyén hang nhi, luong
hang nién la 132§, trir huu liém r6i moéi thang lanh
103, cong vdi phu cdp dia phuong 158, phu cép gia
dinh: vo 15§, hai dua con, moi dua 5§, tong cong la
1438, bi Chanh Phu giam hét 10%, con c6 1298!

Do cai la stta dac chi co mot cac rudi moét hop,
hot ga bay tam xu mot chuc, gao 5-6 cac mot gia,
di chg moi buta chung sau cac du an, nguoi 6 ba
dong mot thang, nau bép 58, xe kéo mot cac mot
cudc... Gid sanh hoat héi dé nhu vay, so sanh voi
bay gio (hot ga 2008 mot chuc!) cach xa nhau biét
bao nhiéu!

ek

Anh Tran Van Khué doi di Ca Mau lam Pho cha
quan; cong viéc thué vu cua Toa sdu gia tang, nhan
vién dugc tang cuong, toi lanh thém mdy nguoi
tho ky tré tudi: Nguyén Vin Thiéu, Nguyén Xuan
Quang, Lé Van D4c, tuc Jean Ddc, Tran Vin Tho,
Huynh Van Truc v6i ong phdn Vién.

Nadal giao cho t6i chuc vu Truéng ban (Chef
de Section) song khong huong phu cép, lai mua va
phét d6 van phong cho nhan vién.

Phdn Vién hay ldy “le”, khoe minh than v6i 6ng
nay, ong kia, nhu than vdi Brasey luc 4y lam Direc-
teur des Bureaux thé Berland duoc b6 nhiém Chu
tinh Gia Dinh.
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Vién réu rao rang Brasey khuyén ong ting thi Ké
toan vién (Comptable), 6ng thua khong chuén bi
thilam sao ma thi cho dugc. Brasey hua sé cho 6ng
dau, dau 6ng co nap nhing bai thi “khongragi” (Je
vous recevrai, méme si vous fournissez des copies
impossibles, 10i Brasey noi, phan Vién thuat lai).

Moi lan Monlaii (Mong hué lau) chu tinh Bién
Hoa qua, 6ng nay véi phan Vién thay tro dat nhau
dilén di xuong trén hanh lang, truéc van phong.

Hoi phdn Vién c6 gi ma ndi chuyén véi Monlai
lau vay, ong dap: “Chung to6i c6 quyén loi chung”
(Nous avons des intéréts communs).

Lé Van Dac cat cai ho Lé cung com cua anh ta
ma dién chtt Jean Ddc, Jean D4c... to nay qua to kia
roi vo cuc ném xuodng gio réc...

Mua do6 van phong qua thuong, Nadal can nhan
toi; lan dau tién, toi cu 6ng ta: “Nhan vién ho xin
gidy viét, gom, toi khonglé tir ch6i. Con muon biét
sao ho xai mau nhu thé, 6ng nén héi ho, nhu Jean
Dac chang han!”

Nadal lam thinh.

Thuo bay gio, moi nguoi dan thuoc dia Nam Ky
(sujet francais de la Cochinchine) dong thué than
(impot personnel) 4,50 §, cong chic dung bo riéng
(role des fonctionnaires) dong 3$; sau bo nay bai bo.

Nam 1930, Chanh phu sta déi bién phéap thau
thué trén bang cach din lén tdm gidy thué than
mot con tem 4,50 $. Toa sau lanh phan cung cap so6
tem can thiét cho cdc tinh dung.
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Thua linh thuong cap, chung toi goi thong tu
hoi may chu tinh viéc dung tem thau thué than nhu
vay loi hai thé nao.

T6i con nhd ranh mach phuc trinh van tat hon
hét la cua Vilmont, chu tinh Tay Ninh, von ven c6
mot cau: “Toi chi thdy co 1oi trong su diing con tem
dé dong thué than”.

Phuc trinh dai nhut la cua Giudicelli, tinh Soc
Trang, dai bon truong, ong can phan loi hai ro
rang, tiéc vi da qud lau, cach nay bon muoi nam, toi
khong con nhé 6ng noi gi.

Toa sdu lai ganh thém trach nhiém lam bo thué
than nguoi Au chau (Impoét personnel des Eu-
ropéens). Hom no, mot nguoi khong 16 vo van
phong chung t6i. Anh cao 16n map map, chung toi
d¢ anh cao trén hai thudc tay. Nadal cing vam vo,
thé ma dung gan anh 4y, trong nhu tré con gan ké
nguoilon. Chung anh ra roéi, toi hoi Nadal nguoi dy
la nguoi xu nao mato con thé? bap dé 1a nguoi buc,
tén Max Schauer, nhap tich dan Phap.

Giudicelli noi trén khai hué lgi chac khong
dung, vi thué than nguoi Au danh trén téng s6 huée
loi, cung nhu thué “Tong hop loi tuc” ngay nay
(Impot général sur le revenu), Nadal goi van tho
co y trach ong, ong tra 16i cu kich liét. Trong tho,
toi con nhd cau: “... 6ng dung hong ham doa trung
phat t6i!” (... me menacer de votre férule).

Nadal ddp lai bang moét buic tho khong kém chua
cay: “... toi lam sao dam trung phat 6ng, mot quan
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cai tri hang nhi, con to6i chi 1a mét dau phong tam
thuong (modeste chef de bureau), nhung to6i co
phan sutinh thué, thura uy nhiém quan Thong doc...

Brasey xtr hu¢, vi mot dang la anh em, con mét
dangla cong chuc gioi, dugc Thong doc tin nhiém.

Song gio bat dau

Su doi hiép tan la thuonglé, ma nuéc matho ém
tinh lau gap gio to cung ndi song.

Do la truong hop Nadal vé Phap nghi sau théng,
Bernard Fontan, cung la Kiém soat vién, qua thé
tam.

Anh la moét thanh nién dep nguoi, Ctt nhan luat
khoa, tai luc tam thuong, song phach 16i “mot cay”!
Thuong tiép phai dep trong van phong va thich noi
chuyén v6i Jean Ddc la mot nhan vién, lam viéc it
ma tan doc thinhiéu.

Mot hom, khong biét 6ng phan Phai so y sao
do ma Fontan ddm mang mot nguoi tudi dang cha
anh, chi vi nguoi 4y la dan bi tri (conquis) con anh
thuodc giong xam ling (conquérant): “Lao Phai do,
giong thu gi dau!” (Quel animal, ce vieux Phail)

Ong Phai trong phong n6 khoc di ra, toi tuc gian
v6 ndi v6i no it 10i: “Ong Phai la mot cong chiic
lao thanh, tan tuy voi chuc vu, duoc 6ng Nadal né
nang. Dau ong dy co cho so sot, khong vira y anh,
anh cung khong nén mang nguoi ta la thu nay thu
no! Gia su c6 nguoi chui anh nhu vay, anh chiu hay
khong? bung lam cho ké khac cai diéu minh khong
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muon nguoi ta lam cho minh”. (Ne faites pas aux
autres ce que vous ne voulez pas qu’onvous fasse).

Fontan gian d6 mat, tron mat ngo toi, toi tron
mat ngd no. No ngdi xuong...

Mot tuan 1€ sau, n6 kiém chuyén vdi toi.

Mot chiéu, vao 16i bon gio, Tausia, kiém sodt
vién 6 Cho Lon ra, dat theo anh tho ky Po Van
Thanh, ban hoc ct t6i hoi 6 truong trung hoc My
Tho.

Tauzia bao anh ngoéi gan cua van phong Fontan
thong rangoai con 6ng ta ngoi ké Fontan thi tham.

Bong Fontan kéu toi bao: “Anh Bao, dem cho toi
cai ho so Van Minh”.

Hoi ngac nhién, toi hoi:

- H6 so Van Minh, ho so gi?

Tauzia rudc tra 10i:

- H6 so 6ng Lé Van Minh, duoc su 6 Cho Ldn,
ong khiéu nai vé thué¢ mon bai.

Toi budc tro ra, vira dén cho6 anh Thanh ngoi,
anh niu tay t6i hoi:

- Anh bao manh gioi? Mdy chau choi?

Toi cuoi dap:

- Manh, cdm on anh.

Ttc thi Fontan la toi:

- bilay mau, anh Pao, dung mat ngay gio tan gau.

To6i dem ho so vo... Tauzia voi Thanh vé roi, toi
vO noi:

- H6i nay, anh lam t6i mat mat voi anh Thanh,
ban hoc cu téi. Thanh chao t6i, hoi tham stuc khoe
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may tré toi, di nhién la to6i phai dap 1oi. Phép lich
su, dau 1a Au My hay A dong cung vay. Viéc gi ma
anh xai toi trudc mat nguoi quen toi? Toi la cong
chuc cua Chanh phu, nao phaila day t¢ anh dau ma
anh muén mang toi thi mang!

Fontan noi gian vo ban:

- Mot khi toi ra linh, phai thi hanh lién, khong
duoc tri hoan, toi khong gion dau (Je ne plaisante
pas).

- Nao t6i co cai linh anh! Va téi cting vay, toi
khong gion. Co diéu trudc thai do anh, chung toi
bat mén tiéc ong Nadal; lam viéc véi 6ng gan ba
nam, chung toi sung suéng dugc 6ng chiday, khong
bao gio o6ng la ray chung toéi. Anh nén hoc cach cu
XU cua 6ng Nadal...

Fontan gian lam, dung day, toi budc ra ctta ngén,
c6ido liéng trén ban Huynh Van Truc, doan tré vo.

Nhom tho ky thanh nién Thiéu, Truc, Tho,
Quang, trut Jean Dac, déu hom san hai bén cua.
Fontan cao 16n, song t6i khong ngan va, va thay
minh cang co “hau thuan”.

Fontan ng6i xuéng bao:

- Thoi anh dira, roi ta sé noi chuyén!

Anh dung cdi diéu “Giang ho ky hiép”: “Muoi
nam sau, ta sé gap nhau”.

Nam gio rudi (vi trong thoi ky kinh té khung
hoang, Chanh phu bét luong va tang gio lam viéc)
ra sd, vai ba anh em Toa khac nhu Tran Van Thuc,
Luong Van bé... chay dén hoan nghinh t6i, con
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nhom Thiéu Quang Truc Tho thi bao: “Néu néd
danh anh, chung t6i can thiép lién, dau co bi dudi
cung chiu”.

Toi siét chdt tay mdy ban 4y, cam dong trudc cu
chi doan két cua ho.

Hom sau, vao khoang tam gio, toi 1én lau, vao
yétkién Brasey. Toi trinh bay cau chuyén hom qua,
than phién thai do phach 16i cua Fontan, khong
quén t6 cho Brasey biét no mang 6ng Phai la “loai
thu”, va toi tdn duong tanh tinh hoa nha, tu té cua
Nadal.

Brasey an ui toi rang Nadal la nguoi tudi tac,
kinh nghiém nhiéu, Fontan con trai tré, tanh hdo
thang, lam sao sanh bang Nadal...

Chiéu 4y, khong ro Brasey cho nd bai hoc thé
nao ma Fontan kéu t6i vo noi:

- Anh lén méc thot (moucharder) voi ong Di-
recteur ha?

Toi dap:

- Phai, t6i té cho 6ng Directeur biét thai do
anh nhu vay, kéo 6ng lam anh tu té v6i An-na-mit
chung toi.

Tu ngay 4y, khong khi bot ciang thang gitia Fon-
tan véi nhan vién Toa sau.

ek

Cung anh em trong sé hay cac Toa khac, minh
doi dai hoa nha tu té, cong viéc hanh chanh minh
lam ciing can than chau dao, Fontan khong ché
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minh duoc, thé ma thinh thoang phan Vién dén
dung trudc ban minh naéi:

- Ong chanh Monlaii, cong chiic nao lam viéc
dd¢, 6ng goila “mot cong chiic d6 bd” (un fonction-
naire brouillon)!

Mot lan, roi hailan, toi hiéu 6ng dm chi toi, song
toi dan, chi mim cuoi, dung thu cho mot nguoi “co
quyén lgi chung véi thuc dan”.

Nhan vat la thuong

bau nam 1932, Nadal tré qua, lam viéc nhu ci.
Krautheimer vé Phdp nghi, Eutrope, Thanh tra
chinh tri va hanh chanh (Inspecteur des Affaires
Politiques et Administratives) quyén Thong doc
Nam Ky.

Ong nay viét kho doc 1am, 1a vi moi chit 6ng viét
co phannua, con mot nira, oOng chikéo dai bang mot
nét. Chinh c6 lan 6ng Berland cting chiu khong doc
duoc. Thé ma tho ky cua 6ng, anh Nguyén Xuan
Thoi, doc chay bon bon, 1a nho quen y 6ng vay.

Anh tuy phai cua 6ng 1a nguoi Bac, moi lan dem
cong van dén Toa sdu chung to6i, anh tang boc 6ng
chu anh la “Chanh phu”. Anh an mac hoi khac
thuong: dau bit khan dongkiéu Trung Bac cé nhiéu
16p sup xuéng tran, minh mac 4o banh té khi thibo
trang, khi thi kaki, quan lanh den, chon mang giay
tay, tay che du den. Ro 1a “Phap Viét dé hue”!

N6i vé nhung nhan vat ky la, toi khong quén
anh tuy phai Toa I. Anh giup viéc dac luc thé nao
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ma huy chuong anh deo lung ling day nguc: kim
khanh, kim tién c6, mé day danh du bang bac hang
nhi, Mién Lao gi cing co...

Va anh siéng chay lam; moi lan 6ng dau phong
kéu anh, tuc thi anh chay dong dén, may cai mé day
trén nguc anh va cham vao nhau khua rén rang,
nhan vién Toa nhut cuodi, noi: “Bé soong chao”
(batterie de cuisine) cua anh X. that 1a day du.

-Motnhanvatlalungkhdcla ong Nam, tuy phai
giao cong vin (planton de course). Ong gia trén
sau muoi tuoi, lam viéc gan bon muoi nam, dot dac
song nhdrathay. Ong tuy phdi xép dua cho 6ng mot
x4p tho, dan: “Cdi nay dem Kiém soat tai chanh, cai
nay truong tién, cdi nay Nha Hoc chanh.”

Ong Nam dem trung phong phdc, khong hé 1am
1on.

Ve kha ndng ong, toi co hai gia thuyét: hodc la
ong sap cac phong bi theo thu tu 6ng tuy phdi xép
dan, nhu Kiém soat tai chanh nam dudi chot, ké
trén la truong tién, trén nta la Nha Hoc chanh...
roi 6ng ci nhé nhu vay ma trao.

Hoac la 6ng dén mot S6, dua hét xap phong bi
cho nhan vién nhan cong van lua lay cai nao vé
phan minh. Nhung khong, cé btra, mét vai tuy phai
tré trac ong, xdo tron xdp phong bi 6ng 16n xon,
ong tu tay dua trung nhu thuong!

ek

... Ong Eutrope, sau khi nhan chtic quyén Théng
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doc, lién viéng cac Nha sg, hoi tham tur nguoi, cong
viéc lam ctia ho va ho c6 thinh cau chi chéng.

To6i xin dugc doi di tinh vi ¢ Sai Gon da bon nam
roi. Luc bay gio, cong chuc nao c6 16i mdi bi “rut”
vé Sai Gon, 6 tinh sanh hoat ré hon va Chanh phu
cap cho nha ¢, co thé tién tan duoc.

Eutrope hua cho.

Thuyén chuyén Bac Liéu (1932)

Chung t6i nghe ndi toa bo Bién Hoa can dung
mot cong chuc ngach Huyén, Phu, vi 6ng Phu Tran
Van Thi doi di.

Nhan dip 6ng Monlati, chu tinh Bién Hoa ghé
Toa sdu, toi xin ong cho toi tung su dudi quyén
ong, ong vui long chiu.

Nadal cuing thuan cho to6i thuyén chuyén.

To6i voi nha toi déu mung vi sé duoc gan chi
chung t6i ma 6ng chong lam Boc cong bén ay. Mot
btta chua nhut, chung t6i mudn xe qua Bién Hoa,
ban tinh cung anh chi téi rang, néu duoc do6i Bién
hoa thi trong khi cho doi 6ng chu tinh cap cho nha
0, chung toi sé muon nha ¢ gan anh chi téi cho vui.

Thé ma, muu su tai nhon, (ma) thanh su (1a) tai
Phong Nhan vién (Bureau du Personnel)!

Toi duoc nghi dinh thuyén chuyén xudéng Bac
Liéu. Thatla té ngura! That 1a xé may!

Nghe lai thi 6 Phong Nhan vién c¢6 6ng Phu
Chang, duoc quan trén tin nghe, nén 6ng lam may
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lam mua tuy y va rat hach voi em ut, ong 4p dung
triét dé luat mau thuan (loi des contradictions).
Hé mot cong chuc xin d6i di mién dong thi ong
chové mién tay, xin mot tinh mién bac thi ong tran
xuong nam. Vay, néu muon do6i Bién Hoa thi phai
xin Bac Liéu, Rach Gia, con thich di Ba Ria thi nén
xin Ha Tién. Ma mot nhan vién 6 tinh xin vé Sai
Gon thi mdy 6ng cho tinh khac. Nhu thi, nhu thi.

Toi dot vé chién thuat Phong Nhan vién nén bi
mot vO chua chat dau tién ctia mot buc dan anh.
Chang nhung ho khong giup dan em chut nao, ho
con hai thém thi co, hoac gia, moi khi ho giup la
phai c6 loi cho ho mdi nghe!

Nam 4y, t6i 6 mot can phé duong Lagrandiere
(GiaLong). Toi muén mét chiéc thuyén chd do dac
ban ghé tir Sai Gon xuéng Bac Liéu véi gia 50$, mot
nguoi ba con theo ghe coi chung gium.

Ngay toi don d6 lén chiéc xe ngua dang cho
xudng bén, 6ng bac si Thuan hai toi déi di dau.

To6i dap: “bi Bac Lieu”.

Téi nghi¢p 6ng mung cho toi trong it ndm toi sé
giau! Long buon ruoi rugi, toi khong muon tra 1oi
rang muc dich t6i khong phai la boc 1ot thién ha dé
ma lam giau.

Sai Gon cach xa Bac Liéu 265 cay so.

Toi muon mot chiéce xe 16 458 cung di voi ca gia
dinh vo con va hai dua 6. Khéi hanh 6 Tan An hoi
chin gio rudi, chiéc xe carich catangtoi Can Thola
hai gio chiéu. bén Phung Hi¢p, xe bé banh. Anh tai
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x¢é chu xe i ach thay banh xo cua roi ti€p tuc hanh
trinh. Moi di tinh lan dau tién, to6i khong thay hang
hdi chuit nao hét.

bén Bac Liéu nam gio chiéu, vao Toa bo trinh
diénvdiong chu tinh 1a Briere de I’Isle, nguoi nude
da caphé sua.

Toi gap anh ké toan vién Nguyén Van Ngo,
nguoi tinh Tan An. Tha huong ngo6 c6 tri, chung toi
tay bat mat mung.

Trong lic chiéc ghe ché d6 chua dén, chuing toi
tam tru trong can pho dung lam tru s Hoi Thanh
nién. Can pho ay lai khit vach can nha vo chong thay
Luu, cting nguoi dong huong va l1a ban hoc cii toi &
truong tinh Tan An. Vo chong thay vui vé tu té, hét
long gitp do chung toi Iuc chon uét chon rao.

Hom sau, vo Toa bo lailén lau chao 6ng chu tinh
lan nita. Ong bé nhiém toi vao chuc Tong thoky thi
xa Bac Liéu, thay thé 6ng Phu Nguyén Van Chinh
dugc thuyén chuyén lam chu quan Tiéu Can, tinh
TraVinh (Vinh Binh).

Toi chao 6ng chu quan Chau Thanh 1a Ong phu
Nguyén Van Tam kiém Phé nhi (Secrétaire de
Province), anh Phu b6 Van Cong, toi da quen biét
hoi anh lam voi Coupas Sé thué truc thau Sai Gon.
Luc nay, anh lam chu sé Phong dién dia va thinh
thoang anh di thuyén may cdp phat bang khoan
rudng dat (titre foncier) cho nhitng nguoi khan
hoang va da dugc Chanh phu nhan cho ho lam chu
vinh vién dat 4y.
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To6i lai gap anh Huyén Bui Thién Hung, chu su
Phong thué vu, luc trude lam Toa ba, dudi quyén
Balencien, 6ng Huyén Hi¢u (Huyén danh du) lam
hanh chanh nhanvién, Huyén Muoilambo traubo,
b6 ghe song, phan Lé Van Minh, dam trach Cong
nho lang, phdn V6 Van Siéu, thué than Hoa kiéu.

Ong Phu D6 Van Chau lam chu quan Vinh Chau,
ong Phu Nguyén Van Qui la chu quan Gia Rai con
chu quan Ca Mau la Bonhomme de Mantaigut.
Pho chu tinh 1a 6ng Mialin, song quyén dinh doat
moi viéc déu trong tay Briere de I'Isle la mot nha
doc tai kiéu hanh.

ek

Toa bo Bac Liéu khong biét cat hoi doi nao ma
ctt ky qua, nhut la phia vdn phong Téng tho ky Thi
x4 cua toi, mac dau la co cua kiéng, song nudc mua
van tat vo nhu thuong, va trén san gach nudc tran
linh lang.

bung ngoai duong trong vo, gian phong phia ta
lavin phong Ké toan, Thi xa va Cong nho lang.

Gitra, oai vé cai ban viét ong Pho, ké do 1a Phong
thué vu cac sac, bén htu 6ng quan Chau Thanh
kiém Pho nhi ng6i chung véi nhan vién phu trach
dién tho.

Trén lau, van phong 6ng Chanh ¢ gitia, béntala
ban nghé cua Huyén Hiéu, Huyén Muoi. Bén hau,
Phong Hoéi dong.

Toa bo ndi lién véi Dinh chu tinh bang mot cai
nha cau.
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Briere de I'Isle khong cam viét nhu nguoi
thuong, tuc la cam cdn viét gitta ngén cdi va ngon
tro ma lai kep cay viét gitta ngon tro va ngon gita.

Ong quau luon, nhan vién Toa b6 s¢ 6ng 1dm vi
ong hay ray chi tru 6ng boc phu Tam duoc ong tin
nhiém va ké nao bo do 6ng. Bita nao 6ng dién bo
tuyt xo ngon lanh thi nhan vién miing tham, vi 6ng
vui, trai lai néu 6ng mang cai 4o xam x¢é x¢, khong
that ca vat, thi phai biét, cong chuic 1am la lam 1ét
ngay do.

That la tai nhuc cho mot dan toc bi tri!

Tu mot 6ng Toan quyén thira mang linh Chéanh
quoc ma tdc oai tdc phuc trong nhiing nudc bao ho,
xu thuéc dia, nhitng dan tdc cham tién dudi quyén
minh, di chi mot ga tao cdo (douanier) quen, dau
la tay thiét, tay lai, tay den hay tay da vang, khong
c6 cdibang Sohoc dinh lung, ma canghonghachra
tudng ta day, chang nhing doi véi dan qué ma con
do6i véi cong chuc nguoi Viét nita!

Cho nén, 6ng Nguyén Khac Hué, cuu gido su toi
truong trung hoc My Tho, thuat rang 6ng Truong
Vinh Ky, tuc Pétrus Ky, mét nha bac ngtt Viét Nam,
thong hiéu tdm thu tiéng (?) dugc nguoi Phap kinh
né, nhiéu phen moi 6ng nhap Phap tich.

Pétrus Ky tut choi, ndi rang: “To6i ung lam nguoi
Annam s6 mot, hon la lam moét nguoi Phap hang
choét”, dong mot y nghia véi cau sau day, mot van
sinao do danoi: “Thalam cai dau congaconhonla
cdi duoi con trau!”
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To6i khoi sy lam viéc 6 Sai Gon duge bon nam,
ngoai su dung cham vdi Arnaud va Fontan khong
dang ké, Arnaud tanh khung khung, nhung khong
ac y, con Fontan phdch 16i song sau cuang phuc
thién vi thay khong dé dan 4p nguoi Nam, con thi
cac ban dong nghi¢p Huyén, Phu va tho ky deéu
tu té, ai lo phan minh, ¢6 lam viéc gioi dang mau
thang, chd khong co quyén loi riéng tu gi ma phai
xung dot nhau.

Thuyén chuyén xuéng tinh ho6i hai muoi tam
tudi, lai gap phai Bac Liéu la noi nhiéu cong chuc
ham lam giau cho mau bang moi phuong céch,
khac xa ly tudng toi, toi chdn nan ma thay pho bay
trudc mat tat ca bi 6i ciia mot xa hoi vi danh vi loi
ma ban ré ca luong tam.

Toi khong vo diia ca nam vi c6 nhung cong chiic
lo tron phan su, khéo cu xu, khong mich long ai,
ma khong dén ndi ha minh, chang han nhu 6ng
Nguyén Van Ngo, Ké toan vién... Trai lai, da s6 xem
ong Chanh, 6ng Phé nhu thanh nhu than, hoac
c6 gang nhin chiu cdi qué mang bat cong cua “hai
ngai”, hodc c6 lam sao cho ho hai long, khoi bi qué
mang, khong phan khang, khong xin déi di.

Co lan, toi 1én van phong Briere de I'Isle gap
luc 6ng ta can dung mot ho so, kéu 6ng Hiéu hai ba
gioi. Toi budec qua phong 6ng Hi¢u thay onglat mot
chong ho so ma hai tay run rdy, con bén kia, chu
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tinh la vong qua “Mau né may, Hi¢u!” (Dépéche-
toi, Hiéu!), ong cang quynh liu, trong thé tham...

Briere de I'Isle la nguoi tan nhan. Tho ky thuat
rang: mot khi, Thong doc viéng Bac Liéu, vién
chu tinh nay budc tho ky Toa b, trong do co o6ng
Nguyén Huu Loi, da 1on tudi, diung trén 1é duong,
noi nga ba nga tu, gio tay chi duong nhu mot cay
tén. Troi mua tam ta, ong Loi lanh run, nhung
khong ddm bo nhiém sé.

Thong doc qua roi, 6ng vé nha, phat lanh, nam
vui sudt tuan.

Chu quan Chau Thanh kiém Pho nhila canh tay
mat chu tinh, duoc 1ao hoan toan tin nhiém. Ong
bo6c phu Tam van hay vo gioi, noi nang hoat bat, va
nguoi ta don o6ng ac, vi trong mot cudc bat co bac,
ong dang tam ban chét mot nguoi, vo con nan nhan
kién ra toa, nhung 6ng duoc trang an.

Ong Huyén Ho6 Vin Khoa dam trach thué than
Hoa kiéu, tin ch6 anh em, thu that rang ong cing
co “nho cay” chut dinh. Tuc thi 6ng Phé nhi, Péc
phu Tam, lap ho so trinh 1én chu tinh, 6ng Khoa bi
thuyén chuyén “vi kyluat” (mesure disciplinaire).
Trén day 1a 10i nhan vién Toa bo thuat lai, hu thuc
thé nao toi khong dam quyét.

Hoi to6i méi xudng, ong Tam thét tiéc tién hanh
ong Phu Nguyén Van Chinh, moi nam ba cong chuc
cao cdp va than hao trong tinh, cting cé moi toi. Va
kha, trong sudt thoi gian 6ng con & Bac Liéu, trudc
khi d6i di, ong cung khong “pha phach” gi toi...
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ek

Tai tinh Bac Liéu, chanh quyén dia phuong cat
ba day nha cho cong chtic 6:

- mdt day cu, gom nhung can nha do6i nho nho,
¢6 ho nudc;

- moét day pho méi rong rai; véi

- moét day pho lau cua thi xa.

Trudc ngay toi dén, 6ng Phu Chinh 6 mot cai
nha doi, 6ng Phu Cong ngu trong mot cdn lau Thi
xa. Nhan viéc thuyén chuyén nay, 6ng Cong tau véi
chu tinh dugc don vé 6 cdi nha cu cua 6ng Chinh,
con tdi, ho cho mét can pho lau khong ham chua
nudoc mua.

Day ph6 méi, 6ng Hung 6 mot can, phan Ninh
mot, khit vach 6ng truong tién Thinh. Ong nay kh-
i€u nai voi Briere rang minh 1a chu s6 truong tién
ma chi 6 co mot can khong xung dang dia vi minh,
phai 6 hai can moi “da uy tin”.

Briere chap thuan cho quan Thinh ldy luén can
cua phan Ninh, truyén 6ng nay don vé can pho lau
6 gan bén toi.

Phan Ninh véi phan Siéu chui thé du qua

Cong chuc Bac Liéu thud ay ho tranh nhau tur ci
quyén loi con con, tirchd lam co10i dén can nha. Su
doi la thé! Minh tré tudi, minh ngac nhién, ch6 ho
cho do la thuong, 1a “sinh ton canh tranh”.

Mot chiéu chua nhut, t6i vo Toa bo kiém tho
trén nha géi xuong, gap mot o6ng Huyén dang ngoi
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viét tho. Lay lam la, toi héi: “Sao anh khong ¢ nha
viét tho lai vo ngoi day?”

Ong hoi ngo ngang, dap vu vo:

-0, 0,voO trong nay mat m¢, du tién nghi hon...

Thi ra, sau toi nghe lai, ngay chua nhut 6ng nay
co tat vo Toa bo viét tho, dang Briére de I’Isle ngo
thdy, lao tuéng tham: “Cha, cdi thang nay lam viéc
sieng dube!”

Phu Cong than phién véi toi rang, trudc khi
xudng Bac Liéu, anh co yét kién Goutes, Chanh
van phong Thong doc, yéu cau 6ng cho minh mot
quan. Nao de Briére de I’Isle lai cho anh ngoi Toa
b6, méc dau la dam nhiém chic vu Chu su phong
dién dia. Anh phan nan véi Goutes, 6ng nay hua sé
tinh lai vdi Briere.

K

Thoi ky 6 Bac Liéu, chung to6i it giao thi¢p cung
ai, 6 Toa b6 thi véi anh Nguyén Van Ngo, kéu la Ky
luc Ngo (ky luc, ké toan), Huyén Hung, cac sé khdc
thi Thu y Dung, bac si Sambuc. Thu y Dung tu dao
Cao bai, an chay truong, néi nang dao duc. Bac si
Sambuc nguoi vui vé, tan tam voi chuc vu; ¢ lan,
toi dugc doc cdi toa 6ng cho moét than chu thon
qué, viét bang Viét ngu: thudc nay dang lam, phai
nuot trong, dung co nhai”.

Ong ldy lam la sao toi con tré tudi ma da duoc
chic Huyén con ong Hi¢u, 6ng Muoi tudi gia moi
“lam Huyén”.

Toi giai thich 6ng hiéu rang toi la Huyén thiét
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tho, phai thi, con hai 6ng ay 1a Huyén danh du, hoi
do goila Huyén ham (Huyén honoraire).

Thuo 4y, Bac Liéu con dung nuéc mua dé uong,
tam giat thi c6 nudc giéng kéu 1a nudc Puits Layne
do Cong ty Layne dao ldy. Nudc nay chua nhiéu
voi, tam rit, kho chiu, khong bang nudc Sai Gon.
Moi tuan, ho vé binh (Garde civile locale) kéu la
linh ma ta, dat téi nhon xe cho chung to6i mot xe
nudc, d6 day bon chiéc mai dam to.

Vao16i thang tu, ong boc phu Tam daclinh d6ilén
Bién Hoa, ddm nhi¢m chucvu chiiquan Chau Thanh;
ong Phu Nguyén Van Tu ¢ Bién Hoa thé ong Tam.

Trong tiéc ruou banh Briere dai cong su vién,
lan dau tién to6i nghe Bri¢re goi: “Anh Tam than
mén... (Mon cher Tam,...); 1ao khen tang 6ng Tam
va cam on ong.

Cong chuc cungthéttiéc tién hanh nguoi di; ong
Phu Do Van Chau ung khau noi may 1oi, khong biét
vo tam hay c6 y 6ng ndi mot cau hai huéc ma sau
d6 anh Ky Ngo thuong nhac lai: “Quan 16n Nguyén
Van Tam lam viéc gioi, quan trén ban khen, thuéng
ong, cho 6ng doéi vé Bién Hoa uéng nudc ngot...”

Nguoi ta thi tham rang chinh ong Hoi dong
Tran Trinh Trach van dong voi cap bac Thong doc
Toan quyén d6i ong Tam di.

Lén Bién Hoa, 6ng nay chi goi tho vé thim anh
Ky Ngo, anh trao cho t6i xem; t6i con nhd dai khai
quan ngai tdm su minh rat thich canh Bién Hoa,
song bong Nai:
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“cudn cudn nudc tuén xuoi lai nguoc,

“Un un gié thoi bac réi nam.”

vdi thu di san, thuong thanh cong, nho “xe Ford
chay mau, sung carabine ban xa”...

Briere de I’Isle khong thich 6ng Phu Tu vi ong
chan that cham chap, khong c6 cailanh lgi dac biet
cua ong Tam.

Mot hom, toi lai nha tham o6ng Tu, hoi 6ng 6
Bién Hoa 6ngla cho quen 16n anh chi chung toi.

Nhan noi chuyén vsi Chanh Pho chu tinh, toi
goi Briere de I'Isle 1a “théng cha va kho chiu”. Ong
Tu hét hon, tron toi: “Vous dung néi vay, phai giu
gin 16i noi, 16 nguoi ngoai nghe ddng thi bo doi!”

Phai, téi nén cdn than, vi 6 tinh co rat nhiéu “bay
t61” nhu 6ng Vo Van Siéu, thud trudc giup viéc Phu
Toan quyén, Pasquier biét 6ng.

Théang sdu, nam 1932, Thong doc Eutrope voi
Toan quyén Pasquier viéng Bac Liéu, toi khong
con nhd ngay nao.

Chiéu hom 4y, Briere de I’Isle voi Mialin lén
ranh gioi Bac Liéu Soc Trang don ti€p nhi vi
thuong quan.

Chung t6i khong dam vé sém, so ngay hom sau
bi Briére “bo”.

Gan sdu gio, chiéc xe Toan quyén oai vé dén dau
trudc Toabo, bon nguoi vao. Tuc thi Vo Van Siéu ti
dau xuat hién, x4 dai Pasquier.

“May 6 day ha?” (Tu es ici?) quan ngai hoi.

- Da bam quan Toan quyén, phai. (Oui, Mon-
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sieur le Gouverneur Général). Siéu vura xa sau
vua dap.

Ké anh chay théi lui, thdo cay thong nong, mo
chiéc ctra ngan Toa bo voi nha cau, thong qua dinh
chu tinh.

Chung t6i phuc lan phan Siéu, ddm quen téi vi
thuong quan dau troc bong Duong, va chac Briere
cung ngan tham anh!

ek

Toi ¢ Bac Liéu tu thang ba dén thang bay bi
Briere de I’Isle lam tinh lam t6i du diéu. Nam gio
rudi man gio lam viéc, nam gio 45 to6i thot 1én xe
dap chay vé, méi nira duong da bi thay doi hau cua
chu tinh chay gioi qud ruot theo bat kip: “Quan 1on
chanh moi 6ng”.

b6 1a cai kiéu nhiéu chu tinh nguoi Phép ap
dung, nhu Duvernoy 6 Tra Vinh, Petit 6 Tan An
ching han.

Chiéu, khéi sulam viéc hoi hai gio rudi, quan ta
nam nha hut cho da doi, ba gio ruoi, bon gio méi
qua Toa bo, lam viéc dén tam gio toi, cong chuc
phai & lai hau ngai, déi trom lo con mat, cau nao
dung gio hay qud gio chuit dinh ma vé thi bi moi tré
lai, nhu truong hop téi, hodc bi phé diém xau.

Noi day, toi xin nhac mot cau chuyén toi nghe
thuat lai, khong ro6 co that hay khong. Dau khong
that, ai dat ra cau chuyén cung hay hay, dé cao céi
tanh cang cuong moét cong chuc Viét Nam dam
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duong dau voi chua tinh Phap, trong lic ho nam
quyén sanh sdt trong tay.

Hoi Adrien Petit (lao nay c6 lam chu tinh Tan
An) cai tri tinh Sa Péc, anh Phan Van Tuoi lam tho
ky. Anh dédt d¢é gidi, vakhong ninh quan trén.

Mot hom, vao khoang muoi hai gio mot khac,
anh duong nam trén vong, ca “Hanh van” cho com:

No duyén gi?

(L&) no cdi duyén gi!

Mady doan tinh si.

Bong bép hau dén noi: “quan 16n chinh moi”.

Anh Tuoi vung ngoi day nhu bi ruét ga bung,
bao bép hau vé trudc, anh sé vo Toa bo sau.

Anh bit khan déng nghiém trang, mdc cdi 4o
xa tanh dai, quan tuyt xo, mang doi giay da lang,
miéng ngam xi ga, tay chong cay can bit bac, thatra
dang ong Hoi dong phét.

Ra khoi nha, kéu xe kéo 1én dinh quan tinh
truong.

Petit cho bép hau di kéu hai ba gioi, nguoi
nha néi anh Tuoi da di réi. Cho khong duoc, Pe-
tit vé dinh.

Anh Tuoi dung trudc thém cui dau chao lao,
trén moi mé nu cuoi duyén, noi: “Hom nay toi han
hanh duoc quan 16n moi dung com, xin cdm on
quan lon”.

Petit thay anh an mac “dai triéu”, noi giong
“dam hong” nhu thé, sa sam nét mat, song lay lai
su binh tinh, bao:
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“Hom nay nha toi khong co dai tiéc, anh cu vé
nghi”.

Vai tuan sau, anh Tuoi dac linh ti€p tuc cong vu
6 Con Non!

Anhyétkién Thong doc Nam Ky.

Thong doc an ui anh, bao anh ci di Con Non,
sau thang, truong hop anh sé dugc xét lai.

bung sdu thang, anh chua duoc doéi vé, anh
yétkién Thong doclan nta. Va duong nhu cdi tro
nay dién di dién lai hai ba lan, anh méi duoc tro
vé luc dia.

Bdi vay cho nén, bac dan anh c6 kinh nghiém
nhu quan Phu Td khuyén minh nén dan tanh
nong, dung lam mat long quan trén, nhut la hang
chu tinh, “phé mot cau gio tham mua sau”, néu ho
cho minh la chéng Phap (antifrancais) hay “cach
mang” (révolutionnaire), thi cai doi cong chic
minh ké nhu da tan!

Nhung may, Fontan khong c6 odn, va Brasey
cung khd thong cam.

ek

Hai duda nho toi khong chiu dugce khi hau Bac
Liéu, dauhoai. Chung to6i xin d6i vé Sai Gon, Briére
de I'Isle chdp thuan. Ong Phu Nguyén Vin Phudc,
toc quan bu xu, cong chic goi 6ng la “Phudc Du
Hoéng”, tubén Vinh Long qua thay thé toi. Ong nay
sau toi con nhiéu lan gip nua.

Anh em Toa b6 té chuc tiéc tra noi Hoi quan
Triéu chau dé tién hanh chung toi.
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Maic dau 6 Bac Liéu mot thoi gian ngan ngui,
chi c6 nam trang song chung to6i cung gia dinh anh
Nguyén Van Ngo va anh Nguyén Van Dung than
thiét cung nhau, vi dong thanh tuong ung.

Thé 1a thang tdm nam 1932, ching t6i lai khan
goitrd vé Sai Gon.

K

Lai vé Dinh Hiép Ly (1932-33)

Ong Thuong Le Strat b6 nhiém toi ¢ Toa nhut,
banII (ler Bureau, 2¢ Section) ché toi khong duoc
vé Toa sau cu, vi da co anh Huyén Nguyén Van
Sung tit Long Xuyén d6i vé 1am voi Nadal.

Vién dau phong Toa I lai la Bonhomme de Mon-
taigut cach day may thang lam chu quan Ca Mau,
tinh c6 cung do6i vé Toa I nhung trudc toi mot thang.

Toa nay c6 hai ban:

Truong ban ban I 1a Phu Duong Van Lau. Anh
nay lic trude d6 s6 mot bang Cao tiéu Phap (Bre-
vet Elémentaire), sau lai dau thu khoa Tu tai ban
xundam 1922. Tung hoc truong Phap Chanh Hanoi,
anh luon luon la mot sinh vién xuét sac. Hoc dugc
vai nam, anh dau phoi, Chanh phu cho anh vé Nam
dudng binh, binh phuc rdi ra ti€p tuc hoc hanh.

Anh la motvién quan thanh liém lai c6 tai gioi.

- Truong ban ban II 1a Huyén Tran Thién Ty,
luat khoa va Phdp van ctung kha.

buoc hai 6ng truong ban nhu thé, De Montaigut
khoe ru, vi bao nhiéu tho vin, phuc trinh, hai anh
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soan thao hét va ong Thuong Le Strat can dung
diéu chi thi chi hoi Lau, Ty ma chang can biét De
Montaigut, cting nhu dudi toa II, 6ng Thuong chi
co tiép xuc voi anh Duong Tan Tai, con “Ky nhong”
(Fricquegnon) thi khong co ki nao hét!

Thé ma mdy truéng ban ruoéng cot nudc nha ay,
luong bong khong qua vai tram bac, con hai 6ng
dau phong Phdp bat tai thi luong sdu bay tram
ngon lanh:

béla“su cong binh” cua Chanh phu thudc dia!

Ngay 31/12/1932, cong chuc ToaI cung dén chuc
mung nam mai De Montaigut. Ong cdm on tét ca
va ddc biét ngoi khen anh Lau da gioi Phédp van lai
c6 moét nén luat hoc vung chac, 6ng néu anh Lau
lam guong cho cong chtic, nhan vién ToaI.

baunam 1933, anh Duong Van Lau dugc thuyén
chuyén xudéng Can Tho, phu ta 6ng Duong Than
Hy, chtu quan Cdi Rang.

Ban I cua anh Lau, c6 nhiing tay kién tuéng, Bui
Quang An, Truong Minh Tién, Truong T4n Ngan...

Truong Minh Tién sau tu gia quan truong hoc
Duoc khoa, c6 10i hon nhiéu.

Ban II, nhiéu nguoi xudt sdc nhu Nguyén Ngoc
Tho, H6 Van Xuan, Duong Xuan Di¢p, Nguyén
Cong Thién, Nguyén Phu Hai cong tac v6i anh
Tran Thién Ty.

bau nam 1933, ngay 23 thang chap ta, chiéc tau
Hoa kiéu bong Sanh chim tai vam Giao Hoa, cho
kinh An Hoéa do ra Tién Giang, chét duoi ca tram
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nguoi, trong s6 nan nhon c¢6 em cua Truong Tan
Ngan la Truong Luc Kiét, nha véan va ky gia, viét
bdo buéc Nha Nam.

Chi vi tai cong qua hang ho, cac bac Hoa kiéu
qua tham lam, cho tau ché qua nang. Va su kiém
sodt luu thong trén song qua cau tha, giao cho céc
don bot; chu linh ma ta bo tui vai ba dong thi, a lé,
xinh xdi, a tuing voi chu tau coi ré mang song va tai
san khdch qua giang.

Mot ky gia co lam bai tho thong thiét diéu
Truong Luc Kiét, to6i con nhé may cau sau day:

Hoi ban Truong, hoi ban Truong,

Hay tin sét ddnh ngdn ngo duong!

Ngon Pudc nudc nha soi chita to,
An Héa vam kinh mang dj thuong!

Cong viéc moi cua toi ¢ ban II khong co gi kho
khan, Huyén Ty giao cho toi h6 so binh phi cua
nguoi ngheéo kho, nhut la & Duong tri vién Bién
Hoa. Binh phi 4y do ngan sich tinh qué nha cua
binh nhan dai tho.

%33k

Phong phién dich (Bureau des

Traductions) (1933-35)
De Montaigut dé nghi t6i duoc thang Huyén
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hang nhut, song phiéu diém tam thuong thi lam
sao malén duoc!

To6i nghe bén S6 Mat thdm, anh Luong Minh
Trang, truéng ban é Phong Phién dich, sap thuyén
chuyén lam chu quan buc Hoa va Nadaud, Chanh
S6 Mat tham, nang d6 nhan vién mau thang
thudng, toi xin De Montaigut chdp thuan cho toi
doi qua S6 Mat tham, hoa may dugc huéng phu cap
truong ban (Indemnité de Chef de section).

De Montaigut chiu.

Trudc khi duoc doi qua Phong Phién dich, toi
gap anh Phu Luong Minh Trang va yét kién ong
Pau phong Henri Gouillon. Ong la nguoi Phép lai,
cao 1on, dep nguoi, noi nang hoat bat. Ong co hoc
chit Nho, khd Viét ngi. Ong thuoc ngach “Kiém
sodt vién hoa xa” (Controleur des Chemins de
Fer). Ong choi than vdi Nadaud, dugc moi qua lam
bau phong Phién dich, kiém soat bao chi Viét ngu.

Ong Gouillon dem 6ng phan Truong Hiu Duc
theo phu td 6ng, danh may va day cong chuc Phéap
hoc Viét ngu. Ong Duc cing la nhan vién Sé Hoa
xa, lun, map, vui tinh; 6ng tho bao Cao Dai, dugc
On Trén phong cho mot chuc 1on.

Ong Gouillon diéu tra toi that ky cang, vé gia tu,
hoc luc, nguyén vong. Chung nhu 6ng hailong nén
trung tuan thang hai, 1933, t6i nhan viéc.

Ong dé nghi voi Nadaud b6 nhiém toi lam
truong ban, song nam thang troi qua ma cdi chuc
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trudng ban voi 25% phu cap khong dén véi toi. Thoi
danh chiu vay:

Cay kho tudi nudc cing kho,

Van ngheo di dén xit mo cung ngheo!

Ban dong nghiép moi cua toi la anh Huyén Mai
Tho Truyén, truéng ban, C6 mi Nguyén Van Ton,
Co mi Bui Quang Xuan, ca hai déu cé bang Tu
tai Phap, ong b6 Khac Xuan, b6 Phudc Hiéu, voi
mot gido vién, tén gi toi queén, xin tam goi la 6ng
gido Hai. Phu ta Ong Gouillon nén ké Qllen, chiic
Secrétaire de Police cong nhut, tuong duong véi
Thanh tra mat tham (Inspecteur de la Streté).

Chung to6i viét gi bang Phdp van xong déu dua
cho anh ta xem trudc, r6i mdi trinh 6ng Gouillon.
Ong dong y dua cho phan Duic ddanh may, trinh lai
ong ky tén, sau cung goilén Nadaud.

Hang linh mat tham tung su tai Phong Phién
dich c6 ba nguoi: Tran Ngoc Anh, thay doéi Tran
Van Long véi thay doi Thai Van Bi.

Moi ngay Tran Ngoc Anh dén Sé Buu dién lay
nhung tho ti ngoai qudc goi vé cho may tu nhan
dang dé y, dua cho anh Truyén. Anh xem cai nao
nén coi thi bao Ngoc Anh mé.

Anh nay gdm day dién cua cdi 4m nudc vo noi
mac dién (prise de courant). Nudc néng, anh dat
cdi tho 1én, go ra dua lai cho anh Truyén. Tho nao
c6 tinh cach chanh tri, anh dua cho Tén, Xuan,
hoac t6i dich ddng 6ng chanh Nadaud khai thac.
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Nhung roi tat ca tho tu déu dugc tra vé Buu dién
can than, khong gitrlai cai nao.

Tho duoc han hanh chung téi chiéu c6, ching
toi ky tén bon dich bang but hi¢u: “Agent Cépe”
(Controle postal) (nhan vién kiém sodt tho tin).

boi Long voi doi Bi co nhiém vu san tin, song
mot trong hai nguoi phai truc tai vin phong cho
ong bau phong sai biéu.

Moi s6m mai, Co mi Ton la nguoi giw “két dac
biét” (fonds spécial) dua tién cho doi Long mua
bdo, tap chi Viét ngit va bao Hoa kiéu.

Anh Truyén phan phat bdo Viét ngtt cho chung
toi moi nguoi mot to, con bao Hoa kiéu vé phan
ong phan Tuan doc, ma to nao ong cung cho diém
“khong” (0) luodn, tuc la khong c6 gi dang chu y.
Riéng phan chung toi, xem bai nao quan h¢ thi lay
viét chi d6 danh d4u ro6i ghi s6 bailén trén, ky tén.

Anh Truyén sodt lai va lay viét muc do gach lén
bai can khai thac. Chung toi ldy dai y bai 4y viét ra
Phap van, chi khi nao anh gach dit may cau dac bié¢t
thi dich tron cdc cau dy. Dich xong, dua anh xem,
anh stta, doan trao cho Allen.

Cong viéc lam budi mai hoan tat, Gouillon
khuyén khich anh em chung t6i, Ton, Xuan, Hiéu
voi toi hoc chtt Nho, 6ng gido Hai da gia, con anh
Truyén, 6ng phan Puc, 6ng ky Tuan déu gioi Han
van ca.

Moi nguoi chung téi mua motbo “Tan quocvan”,
moi ngay hoc mot vai bai va chép lai nhiéu lan.
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Xuan, Hiéu vdi toi con viét co nét chut dinh,
riéng anh Ton thi nhing chit in trong cuén Tan
quoc van (Sin Kouo yan) bang chit Phdp cua La-
masse, viét sao, anh d6 y nhu vay.

Thinh thoang, Gouillon bao chung t6i trinh tap
cho 6ng xem, 6ng phé cho anh Ton mot cau: “That
la ngang ngay s6 thang”.

Budi chiéu, khi thi dich tai liéu Cong san, khi
thi dich tho roi. Bon thanh tra mat tham Phép
thuong qudy ray chung toi, dem nhing tam quang
cdo cao don huon tdn, nhiing chuong trinh hoi
hop... muon dich.

K

Chung t6i nang giao thiép voi Co Perroche, cut
mot ban tay, song con danh dap gidi lam, Capana
bat 4n cudp co hang, Dubois, Bertin, Sabatier phu
trach viéc chinh tri, thanh tra Paul Vieux, xép linh
mat tham.

Co Borel chuyén mon bat co bac ché khong lam
gikhac.

Chang biét Bertin buc vé viéc chi ma anh ta cap
tay sau dit qua lai truéc van phong Nadaud néi vira
du cho 1ao nay nghe: “Oi, trung s6 doc dac roi tu
gia cdi cho rac roi nay!” (Oh, gagner le gros lot et
quitter cette sale boite!)

Mathiét,saudoitlau,anhtrungdoc dac200.000%
(bang 20 triéu bay gio), dem vo con sang Phap.

Dubois, mat do au, nhan vién dat anh biét hiéu
“con chuot 10t”, nam 1925-26 cung hoc mot 16p
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Triét voi toi, ma nay nghiém nhién 1a Co (Com-
missaire), luong bong cao gap bon luong toi

Co thé noi Nadaud la canh tay mat Thong doc
vé chanh tri; ong ta ranh tam ly, chuéng nhiing
nguoi c6 kha nang, trong dai nhan vién nguoi Viét,
ma doi v6i cong su vién Phép lai cang gat gao.

Nadaud ky tén nhu ba giot mau nhéu, thay ma
ghe!

ek

Thud do, S6 Mat tham choan vi tri BO Noi vu hién
thoi, song chat hep ct k¥ hon, phia sau la mot day
khdam nho (cachot) giam nhiing nguoi tinh nghi, co
bura, nguoi khat nudc kéu rén nghe tham thiét.

Lan no, Tran Van Giau bi nhot kham Catinat;
thanh tra nho toi dich bén diéu Tran Van Giau
thao bang Viét ngu va viét bang viét chi. Va day la
doi nét don so vé Tran Van Giau va dai khai diéu
tran cua anh ta.

“Tran Van Giau la giot mdu cud6i cung cua 6ng
Chanh bai Tran Van Choi, trén sau muoi tudi mai
sanh ra Giau, 6 lang An Luc Long, Tan An.

“Giau mui x€ép mat gay, song thong minh. Hoc
16p nhi truong tinh Tan An, Giau do bang so hoc
nam 1925, thi vo truong Chasseloup Laubat do
hang 5 trén 150 thi sinh, chi thi c6 hai mén: am ta
va bai luan bang Phap van.

“Nam nao, Giau cting duoc phan thuéng danh
du (Prix de tableau d’honneur). Nam thu ba, Giau
thoi hoc sang Phap.
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“pau Tu tai I, Giau hoc Triét, du cudc tranh
tai toan quoc (Concours général), duoc sap hang
Danh du (Mention honorable). Giauxuéng thuyén
tron sang Nga dé thu huan, nam trong mot chiéc
thung, suyt bi chét ngot....”

Toinhd tom tat bay nhiéu day thoi, khong ro Giau
co viét hét cho biét minh lam gi 6 Nga, hay la ngung
noi day, hoac la toi duoc giao cho cong viéc gi khac
chang ma dich khong tron cang khong biét chung.

K

Baba Nghi, ba ngoai vo 6ng Gouillon tu tran; ba
& Huong Diém, Bén Tre, sung tin dao Phat. Ong ba
Gouillon vé chiu tang.

Chung t6i muon chiéc xe hoi cua 6ng Bui Quang
Nam, D6c phu su hoi huu, than phu Co mi Bui
Quang Xuan, di phung diéu.

Chung to6i déu dau it nhiéu, anh Truyén ddt mot
tam giang gan bon cht Nho: “Tud bat cu tam”, y
noi trén thé gian, cé bon diéu lam cho con nguoi
“khong chét” (tu bat tu), danh luu mai mai, ma ba
ba Ngai da ddng ba.

Chiéu bita di di€u, chung to6i mdc quéc phuc,
dem banh mi v6 S6, nam gio dn qua loa roi lén xe
nham My Tho truc chi.

Chung t6i di du mat: Truyén, Ton, Xuan, Duc,
Hai, Hiéu va toi.

bén bén do Rach Miéu troi vira chang vang. Lan
dau tién, toi thay mot cdi “bac” rong 1on nhu thé,
bang hai bac Bassac va bac My thuan.
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Luc 4y, nudc lon day, gié mat mé, nhung song
khong to. Chiéc do may ra gitta giong, chung toi
xuong xe dung dua lan can nhin troi, nhin nudc,
mé song, xuc canh sanh tinh, t6i noOm na may van:

Troi nudc thanh thanh, ngon séng xao,

Dua song choi la cdnh xinh mau.

Bong long dudi coi, cdy xanh kit,

Tinh mich nhan nay thi biét bao!

Toi Huong Biém bay gio rudi toi, tang gia 6 tai
chg mot cai nha to, sang trung den dién, khach
khua day nha, truéc san chog thién ha tuu coi
dong dao.

Duong nhuanh Mai Tho Truyén ba con véi tang
quyén, anh thay mat anh em néi may 16i phan uu;
chung toi 1am 1€ trudc linh cttu, an chén chao roi
kiéu tu.

Lai qua bac Rach Miéu, song rong minh mong,
lan tan don soéng, anh trdng gioi trén song, nhu
vang gieo ddy nudc.

6363k

Ké bén Phong Phién dich chung toi la S¢ Kiém
soatbdo chi Hoakiéu. Chusélaong Pierre Daudin,
kha Hanvan, codichratiéng Phap quyén “Liéu trai
chi di” cua B6 tung Linh. Quyén sach 6ng nhan la
“Cinquante Contes chinois”. (Ndm muoi truyén
ngan Trung Hoa).

Ba cong su vién Hoa kiéu cua ong 1a Ly To Boi,
Tran Tudc va Bob (nghia la Robert).

Ly T6 Bo6i xem thuong Daudin. M¢t hom, hai
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nguoi cai nhauvé mot tailiéu. Daudin lat tu diénra
tam, ho Ly gidng ldy cuon sach, noi 16n bang tiéng
Phap: “Khong can phai kiém, 16i toi noi 1a dung
roi!” (Iln’yapasachercher, ce quej’ai dit est vrai!)

Tran Tudc nguoi nho nha, dep trai, 4n noi nho
nhe, ra dang vin nhan.

Chu Bob (Robert) néi chit r khong duoc, thanh
rachul, nén tiéng Phap cua chu nghe tuc cuoi lam.

Mot hom, chu ba nay qua bao toi:

-Mongxu bao, viilé vu mo téon né lalit dé bo 1ot
xuyainh tali?

Toi ngac nhién, tron d6i mat:

- Inh ta 1i? C4ch xit xa, ba con nét? (Anh tali la
cdi qudi gi? Khong biét!)

Truyén, Ton, Xuan cuoi ngat.

Bob ldy viét, viét trén cdi “bloc” cua toi:

- M. bao, voulez-vous me donner la liste des
brochures interdites?

A, ra thé! Chu yéu ciu t6i cho chu muon ban
danh sach nhung quyén sach bi cam.

Hai phong Phién dich Viét Hoa cung nhau giao
hao.

Congviéc lam chung t6i khong ¢6 gi nang nhoc
kho khén, chi lau lau, Mat tham bat duoc truyén
don Cong san, muoi mot, muoi hai gio dém gi ho
cung dem “xe cay” dén chd chung toi, nghia la
“bat” vo s6 lam viéc, mot hai gio xong lai ché vé.

Thinh thoang, nhom Nguyén An Ninh, Tran
Van Thach, Ta Thu Thau, Nguyén Van Tao duoc
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phép dién thuyét tai Xa tay (Mairie), thuonglaban
dém. Xuan, Ton, Hiéu thay phién nhau di du thinh,
sang hom sau phuc trinh 6ng chu ro.

biéu ma chung téi ngan la truyén don va bai
bdo cua nhom “La Lutte” (Tranh ddu). Cac 6ng
Ninh, Thach, Tao, Thau dugc phép xuidt ban mot
to bdo chit Phap, nhan la “La Lutte”, ma cac 6ng
cung viét giup bao Trung ldp, 6ng Tran Thién Qui
lam chu nhiém.

Luc ay, phong kiém duyét bdo chi dét trén van
phong Thong doc, do 6ng Edouard Marquis lam
dau phong, gido su Pham Van Con phu t4.

Bdo Trung ldp thién ta, nén btta nao Kiém duyét
cung xoa bo ca cot tron trén bdo. Nhiéu bai, Kiém
duyét xéa mot vai cau, dé mot doan, ké boi vai ba
cau, thanh thubaibdo khongrahoén gi, doc no lung
cung toi nghia, ma phai dich ddng khai théc, dich
sao nghe cho xudi, that la cuc!

b la cai ngan thu nhut cua chung toi.

Ngén thit nhi 1a dich tho roi. Oi zoi oi, mdy bac
thich “mdc ton” co 16i hanh van khong dau khong
duoi, khong khuc gita, khong quet bui, quet bo,
khong chu tu, khong tuc...

Naolaté cao ongquanno anhoilo, chu canhkia
chua bai, anh ba Tau mang sung lau, s6 9999 duong
X1a 6 trom cudp...

Trén tap chi “Phu nut tan van” cta ba Nguyén
buc Nhuan, Phan Khoi dang moét bai “Dan qua
dinh cong” theo diéu tho mdi. Ong viét rdt hay, ma
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anh Truyén dich ciing xudt sac: “La greve des ou-
vriers-corbeaux”.
%33

Thud 4y, to tuan bdo “Zan bdo” cua Vu Khac
Thiéu “quau”lam, dang nhung bai quan trong nhu:
Cai an Cao bai, Bé 36 con, Tubo6n véi lao cong...

Ong chu nhiém giai thich vi sao 6ng dung chu Z
dat tén to bdo ong, 1é phai viét la “Dan bao”. Theo
ong, chi Z am thanh manh meé hon chu D, yéu xiu.
Ma Dan c6 manh, nudc moi hung cuong. Ma nudc
hung cuong mai duoc doc lap.

Bdo co ra hai cau do6i, ai d6i chinh duogc thudng:

- Trén duong cdi quan, xe zan dung phai xe quan,
bi phat muoi lam quan chan.

va: Co cong con cong cd, qua Giong Dua, mua
dung giong.

Duong nhu hai ndi chu van nhan khong ai doi
nghe cho duoc.

K

Cudi nam 1933, Gouillon véi Nadaud pheé diém
toi qua tot! Toi la mot cong chuc hanh chanh tam
thuong ma cdac 6ng lam nhu téi la mot vién thanh
tra mat tham lanh nghé, 1am cho to6i phat then.

Thé ma toi khong duoc thang thuéng!

Nam 1934, mot phdi doan Phdp, khuynh ta,
goi la “Secours Rouge” (Cuu té dé) qua Viét Nam
diéu tra doi song cong nhan; 6ng Nguyén An Ninh
huéng dan phai doan di noi nay noi no, nhan vién
mat tham dugc linh theo ho tong cho vui!



106 ® BAOVANHOI

Bdo chi Viét ngut bi kiém duyét gat gao; Na-
daud truyén chung toi cat may bai bdo chu Phap
ong xem.

Thuo ay, bao Phap ngti, chu bdo 1a nguoi Phap,
co “La Dépéche” cua De Lachevrotiere, bdo “L’Im-
partial” cua Darrigade, “L’Opinion”, chi nhié¢m la
quan ndm Séc, thuong goi la Colonel Séc.

Ong Bui Quang Chiéu xudt ban to “Tribune In-
digeéne” sau d6i la “La Tribune Indochinoise”; 6ng
Nguyén Phan Longlam chu to “L’Echo Annamite”,
nhom Nguyén An Ninh diéu khién to “La Lutte”.

To nay séng qua van voi, khong nho bi chanh
phu dong cua hay khong ai ddm mua ma hét von.
Trong mdy to bdo ay, “La Dépéche” cong kich “Le
Secours Rouge” kich liét hon hét.

Mot hai gio trua la chung to6i phai vo S6, dem
theo kéo dao, keo, dé cat dan. Anh Truyén dong
lai thanh tap ky cang, ngoai bia viét may chit bang
ngoi viét “rong” (écriture ronde): “Articles de
presse sur ’Enquéte de Secours Rouge” (May bai
bao vé cudc diéu tra cua Ciu té do).

Gouillon dem lén trinh Nadaud, vé noi: Ong
Chanh khen: “Trinh bay rat khéo” (Tres bien
présente).

ek

Vai ba su thay do6i trong nhan vién Phong Phién
dich: 6ng gido Hai déi xuéng Go Cong, mot tho
ky tén Vo6 Van Sang dén thé; lai c6 Co mi Tran Van
Minh dén tdng cuong nhan s6 anh em.
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Trao Ngo6 Pinh Diém, V6 Van Sang lam Truéng
ty 6 Nha Tong Giam d6c Canh sat va Cong an, con
Tran Van Minh thi ddém nhiém chuc vu quan trong
“P¢ nhut Pho Tong Giam doc Ngan kho” (ler
Fondé de pouvoirs).

Vira méi nhan viéc, Minh da lay ho so cong van
va may ban dich bai bdo cua chung téi, xem qua
mot lan cho biét, va hoi anh em vé cong viéc hang
ngay cua moi nguoi.

Anh Truyén khen Minh biét lam viéc.

%3k

Mot budi mai, 6ng P6 Khac Tuan vut “mat
tich”, chung toi cho 6ng chu hay, 6ng noi rang dém
ho6i hom, 6ng Tuan danh xdc dia voi mot nhom ban
dong huong, bi canh sat tom hét.

Nadaud dinh sa thai 6ng Tuan.

Ong Gouillon xin Nadaud khoan hong, vi 6ng
Tuan giup viéc cung kha dac luc. Sau mot thing
giam cam, ong Tuan duoc tra tu do, va tré vé
Phong Phién dich lam vi¢c lai nhu c@, song tu tho
ky thuong hang hang tu, 6ng bi gidng cap xudéng
tho ky hang nhut.

Tran Ngoc Anh d6i di noi khdc, ong quan
Nguyén Vin Long dén thay. Ong nay vui tinh; ltic
roirai, ong thuat chung toi nghe nhing chuyén xay
ra trong doi linh ctia 6ng, nhu chuyén Pasquier tim
hoa hoi liéu ma toi da chép trén kia.

Va luc Khai binh dai Hoang dé viéng Sai Gon,
dai Kinh do6 dai Nam quoc, o6ng dai linh theo hau
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ngai hach vo cung! Cai hach cua nhtung anh danh
xe cho 6ng Yén Tu doé ma

Gdp mdy anh, anh quan Long héi “gidy”, may
anh tron mat, uoén nguc, quat: Giay, gidy gi? Hoi
buc Kim thuong day!

Quan Long “x0”: U thoi, héng dua gidy thi thoi!

Moi ngay, co moét anh tay da vang, mat 10, tén la
Edouard, dén cho Gouillon vo. Ong chu dén, hai
nguoi dat vo van phong, to nho ca buéi, khong ro
Edouard béo tin tic mat chi chi.

363k

Thué trudc, Chanh phu Phdp khuyén khich
cong chuc Phap hoc Viét ngu; 6ng nao dau “Bang
ngon ngtt A dong” (Brevet Langues orientales)
dugc huong mot so6 tién tudng 1¢: dau hang binh
thu (assez bien), lanh 300$, hang uu (mention
bien) 4008.

Cho nén, nhiéu o6ng tay da vang mui xép, dau
hang uu va t6i uu 1a thuong.

Moi chiéu, tu hai gio rudi dén ba gio rudi, mot
s6 cong chuic Phdp dén Phong Phién dich hoc Viét
ng voi Gouillon. Ong bao phan Duic cho “hoc sinh
rau” doc mot vai bai, roi ba gio 6ng vo ti€p tuc day.

Ong day am thanh tiéng Viét bang 16i ky am
phdp:1a,l1a,la,14,14,1a... Chung toi con nhé 6ng bat
may ong hoc tro doc cau nay theo giong hat: (la-
cha) (la-t6i) (1a-co) (la-cdi) (la-quan). Chung toi
cuoi: la 6nglacha!

Ong cung cudi, bdo: “Cac anh ché giéu phuong
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phdp am nhac cua t6i ha!” (Vous rigolez ma méth-
ode musicale, hein?)

Ong day Tay hoc ba cai ddu sic, huyén, ning
bang cach doc ba chit Phap: “Oh, lala!” ma 6ng bo
ddu: Olala!

Hom nay, toi viét thién hoi ky nay, Guillon da
ra nguoi thién cg, t6i cong nhan ong la mot nguoi
tu té, khong bao gio to tiéng véi nhan vién, trai lai,
Phong Phién dich chuing toi c6 6ngvéianh Truyén,
Nadaud cting né nang, va chung to6i khong bi co tay,
cota, cochavaan hiép.

Vi anh Truyén la mét cong chuc xudt sac, may
ong Brasey, Renault nhan chan gia tri anh. Co
mi Ton phuc anh, rang sau nay thuong cap anh
Truyén co thé bat dong chinh kién voi anh, nhung
vé phuong dién hanh chanh, anh “khong cho ché”
(impeccable).

Ong Duc cho anh Truyén 1a mot vi Bo tat giang
tran.

Khong phai vi ngay nay anh chiém mot dia vi
cao ca ma toi tan tung anh, toéi phuc anh la nguoi
tai duc va toi chi phuc nguoi tai duc ma thoi, dau la
mot anh tho ky tam thuong.

N6i dén cai lusi ong Gouillon, choc dén 6ng thi
phai biét! Ong noi tiéng Phap troi chay hon nhiéu
nguoi Phap va c6 lan ong cai voi co Perroche bang
dién thoai, chung toi thich qua, anh Truyén noi:

- Chung toi chi tiéc c6 mot diéu...

- Diéu chi? Ong hoi.
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- La quan 16n khong lam nghé luat su!

363k

Nhac lai, khi toi dén Phong Phién dich thay thé
anh Phu Luong Minh Trang, anh di lam chu quan
buc Hoa 6 Chgo Lon.

Dan quan nay co tiéng la gang dau cing c6, ma
Chanh phu dua mot ong khong lanh loi dén thi
that la... that sach!

Cho nén anh bi mot vién tho ky quan la 6ng Cu,
nguoi sanh truong 6 buc Hoa, chi phoi anh, anh &
mot thoi gian ngan ngui, chan qua xin déi vé Sai
Gon, dugc b6 nhiém Toa IT Dinh Hiép ly.

Anh qua Phong Phién dich thdm chung to6i, Co
mi Ton héi anh lam chu quan c6 “an h6i16” khong?

Anh cuoi dap co6 1an nguoi ta tang anh 508, may
ngay sau luong tam anh can rut, anh sai linh dem
hoan lai.

Anh lam viéc ¢ Toa IT dugc may thang bong dau
$O sO ma tir tran, vao tudi 35 hay 36.

Nguoinhu anh, toi chac ti thué du tho anh chua
lam diéu t6i 10i.

e

Quan An Hoa (My Tho) (1935-36)
bau ndm 1935, toi dugc ghi tén vao bang thang
thuéng Huyén hang nhut, song vi toi dung téi s6
4, nén Chanh phu cho ba nguoi dau 1én chuc thiét
tho va huong luong moi ké tit thang giéng, con toi
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v6i nguoi thu nam thi thang bay méi dugc thang va
huong luong Huyén hang nhut.

Thang sau, toi dac linh d6i xu6ng My Tho.

Toilén Phong Nhan vién gap anh Nguyén Minh
Phdp, anh cho toi hay toi dugc bé nhiém quan Cho
Gao la quan yén 6n nhit My Tho, mot quan cho
cong chic moi lam cha quan 1an dau.(Une déléga-
tion pour débutants).

Ong Déc phu Phan Thanh Tra, chu quan Cai Be,
vé huu, 6ng Phu Tran Van Thi, quan Chg Gao, d6i
qua Cai Be, thé 1a Chg Gao trong. Anh Phdp mung
cho toi dugc mot quan tot va chuc toi thanh cong.

Ngay toi tit gia anh em trong Phong Phién dich,
CoO mi Xuan tang toi mot cuoén “bong am tu vi cua
Gido suNguyén Van Mai, anh dé mot cau chu Phap:
“En souvenir d’'une camaraderie sans nuages” (Dé
ky ni¢m mot tinh be ban ém dém).

Nhu trén toi da ndi, trong muon viéc ¢ doi, coy
troi ma ciing c6 ban tay nguoi sap dat. Phong Nhan
vién dinh cho t6i di Cho Gao, song viéc st dung
chu quan tuy thudc quan chu tinh.

OngLé T4n Nam, chu quan An Héa, thinh cau véi
ong Butel, chu tinh My Tho, cho 6ng thuyén chuyén
qua Cho Gao, vi 6ng 6 An Hoa da kha 1au, day cong
man han v6i An Hoa roi. Ong Butel chap nhan.

Ong Mam xin qua quén khac, do 1a quyén cua
ong, la 1é tu nhién, toi khong phan nan chi hét.
Song dam nhiém chuc vu cht quan lan dau tién ma
gap phai An Hoa, mot cu lao nam gita Tién Giang
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vasong Ba Lai, méot quan kho khan nhiéu diéu, giao
thong bat tién, thué vu thau khong vo, that la bat
hanh cho t6i!

bau thang bay, toi don than doc ma xuéng My
Tho, trudc ghé Toa bo yét kién 6ng Chanh Butel,
ong Pho Merle; toi gap anh Phu bao Van Cu luc
trudc 6 Toa hai, bay gio 1am chu su Phong thué vu
tai day.

T6i xin v6i ong Butel cho anh Phu Cu qua lam
chu quan An Hoa con t6i 6 Toa bo cong su véi ong.
Ong quo toi rang: “Lam chu quan khong co gi kho
khan dau, chu bé oi!” (La délégation n’est pas la
mer a boire, mon petit!)

Ong Butel hién lanh, 6 My Tho, nguoi ta tdng
ong la “Phat song”; ong hay goi cong chuc tré tudi
bang “mon petit” (chu bé), 6ng Pho cung cong
chiic gia bang “mon vieux” (chu gia).

Toi phai vang 1oi 6ng. Qua bac Rach Miéu, toi
dap xe 16 vo quan. Tu bén bac Tan Thach la phia
An Hoa, dén quan do 14 cay s6 ngan. Chiéc xe
chay ngang dinh quan ma to6i khong de, chung ra
t6i chg An Héa, toi méi héi dinh quan dau, tai xé
quay trdlai.

Ong Phu Lé Tdn Nam tiép dai toi tu té, phac
hoa tinh hinh kinh té, chanh tri, tai chanh... cho to6i
nghe roi moi to6i dung com trua. Hai gio chiéu, toi
vé Sai Gon, chuan bi tuan theo binh Mang.

Viéc dau tién la phai sam mot chiéc xe hoi;
khong xe, lam sao thi hanh cong vu duoc!
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Nho nhac phu to6i giup d6, chung toéi sam dugc
mot chiéc Dodge cii, mui tran, véi gia 400 dong bac.

Chac doc gia mim cudi! mot chiéc xe hoi cé 400
dong, bang gia mot con ga hién nay.

Qui ban thi nghi: ndm 1935 cdch nay da 35 nam
roi, vat gia bay gio mat hon hoi do tu hai tram dén
hon moét ngan lan! Hot ga thud dy mot cac bac mot
chuc, hién nayla160 dong, co phailating 1.600 lan
khong!

T6i mudn mot nguoi tai x€ 12 dong, kéu mot
chiéc cam nhong ché do dac xuéng ngay An Hoa,
vatoinhan viéc ngay 6-7-1935. Hai ong cai tong véi
ong Ban bién dén quan ra mat to6i, moi 6ng dang
mot cai bao tho, goilalé tan quan cua tong lang.

Toi ngac nhién, vi lan dau tién trong doi cong
chuic, t6i dugc nguoi di “lé tan quan”. Khong can
suy nghi, toi yéu cau hai 6ng Cai voi Ban bién dem
sO tién 4y veé, cta lang nao tra lai cho lang ndy, toi
khong dam tho, va Chanh phu da ban cho t6i phu
cap thuyén chuyén du dung.

Toi nhac cho ba 6ng nhé nhing guong thanh
liém thoixua bén Trung hoa va thoinay 6 Viét nam
minh: “Duong Chan lam quan; duong dém, Vuong
Mat dén, dang 10 can vang. Chan khong nhan, ndi:
“Toi biét ong, sao 6ng khong biét toi?”

Mat thua:

- bém hom khuya khoac, c6 ai hay dau ma ngai
phong ngai?

Duong Chan dap:
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- Troi hay, dat hay, qui than hay, ong hay, téi hay,
sao goi rang khong ai hay?

Bao Vuong Mat dem vang veé.

“Thud cu Phan thanh Gian lam Kinh lugc ba
tinh mién Tay Nam Ky, tiéng thanh liém cua Cu rai
khap d6 day. Mot hom, c6 nguoi dong huong ¢ tinh
Bén Tre dén tham Cu.

Han huyén doi 1oi, nguoi ay xin biéu Cu hai géi
tra; Cu nhdc goi tra 1én... thdy nang. biém nhién,
Cu bao: “Nha con tra, vady cam on chu em, xin nho
khi khac”.

bPay, An Hoa

Cu lao An Hoa nam dai nhu mot ban chon, nhu
mot chiéc giay 6ng, gitta song Tién Giang va song Ba
Lai, dau day vé tay bac, chon dudi xuéng dong nam.

Tu dau chi chon, dai 161 sdu muoi cay so; trén
chop chi rong vai ngan thudéc ma thoi, con phia
dudi nd 161 vai muoi cay so, gita Ctra Dai va Cuia
Ba Lai.

Hai lang trén dau cu lao, Phu tuc voi Phu duc,
thuoc quan Chau Thanh, con tit lang An Khdnh
sap xuong, 19 lang chia lam hai téng, trén la tong
Hoa Quoi, Cai téng 1la Nguyén Ngoc Thiéu 6 lang
Giao Hoa, moét ban bién phu td 6ng, nha ¢ lang
Vang Quoi.

Phan cu6i cu lao 1a tong Hoa Thinh, Cai tong la
Huyén ham Nguyén Van Xuan, 6 lang Loc Thuan.
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Tu Chau Thanh My Tho qua An Hoa phai do bac
Rach Miéu, bang qua song Tién Giang, chay vong
trudc dau Cu lao Rong phia My Tho va dau Cu lao
Lan, Cu lao Phung, nam song song, phia lang Tan
Thach, quan An Hoa.

Theo loivién ky su, chu sé truong tién, bac Rach
Miéu la cai bac 1on nhit bong Duong vi né chay
vong trén dau ba cai cu lao theo hinh chir S, dai
trén ba cay s6 ngan.

Thuong thi, khi nudc 16n day, chiéc bac sang
song trung binh mat hai muoi phut, con khi gap
nudc rong thi dung ntra gio. Va, nhiing luc ddc biét
Thong doc di, chiéc bac xa hét toc luc chay do muoi
ba phut la qua dén bén kia.

Quabén Tan Thach réi, con duonglién tinh bang
ngang An Hoa chay dén cau Ba Lai ma qua Bén Tre.
Noinga ba Phu An Hoa, queo tay trdi, con duong soi
di dén mé kinh An Héa, ré tay phai chay dai theo bo
kinh téi quan roi di luon ra cho, truong hoc.

Con kinh An Hoa n6i lién Tién Giang noi vam
Giao Hoa, v6i song Ba Lai, noi kinh Chét vay.

Theo 10i may ong ky su thi song Tién Giang sau
lam, con song Ba Lai rat can, cho nén moi con nude
lon nudc rong ngon thuy triéu dé6 am am, khoét
kinh An Hoa cang ngay cang rong va sau. Nam ay,
1935, huong chuc ndi voi toi rang, Iic kinh An Hoa
moi dao cach dé may muoi nam, mot chiéc ghe
chai day ngang vua sit, ma bay gio né da rong trén
tram thudc réi, vabén bo kinh 16 mai, con duong16



116  BAOVANHOI

da dé chay doc theo bo kinh dén quan va cho da doi
vo trong hai balan roi.

boi khi, nguoi ta ngdi dai tién trén bo kinh, bi
dat 16 thinh linh té xuéng kinh, nudc troi di mat.

Mot chiéc do cheéo cho xe hoi qua kinh, con
duong d4 tiép tuc di téi Binh Dai, cach quan ly ba
muoi cay s6 ngan, di luon xuéng Thita buc l1a lang
chai ven bién.

Noi nga ba, queo tay mat la con duong dat dan
dén lang Thoi Thuan, dan su lam cui mam, bat
duong cha la; noi day dat phen khong lam rudng
duoc.

Toan quan An Héa c6 6.200 mau vuon dura, da s6
nam trong tong Hoa Quoi véi mot phan tong Hoa
Thinh, ky du bao nhiéu ruéng dat thi trong lua va
cay an trai.

363k

Thué 4y, nan kinh té khung hoang vira cham
dut, dan su con ngheo, thué than rat kho thau, chi
c6 thué dién vavién trach.

Chiéu ngay 20 thang 7, toi dang ngdi lam viéc,
bongthayky Baovobdo: “Cé quanlén chanhxuong”.

To6i budc ra tiép rudc 6ng Butel, 6ng chia ra mot
manh gidy bang hai ngon tay, ndi: “Tai lam sao ma
thang nay cac lang An Héa chi dang c6 547 dong
tién thué ma thoi? Ho thua dip chu méi dén, chua
nam tinh hinh trong quan nén ‘qua mat’ chu, giai
ddp trong viéc thau thué vu”.

T6i moi 6ng qua phong khach dung tra, ong
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khen tra ngon va can dan to6i vi ong ma qud huong
chic khong lam viéc sot sang nhu vay.

Bat dau hom sau, toi viéng tdat ca cac lang, mot
budi mai dén hai ba xa, thoi thuc huong chuc thau
thué cho mau.

Thanh thu, thang tam, chung to6i dang thué
nhiéu hon mdy quan kia, mac dau An Héa kém
phan quan trong hon hét trong ndm quan My Tho.

%33

Ké vé phong thanh, rong 16n, quan Cai Be, dung
s6 mot, chu quan 1a 6ng Phu Tran Van Thi.

Ké do 1a quan Cai Lay va Chau Thanh dong
hang. Ong Péc phu Nguyén Vin Tam tu Bién Hoa
d6i xuéng day nam 1934. Ong gap toi mung rd, noi
rang ong khiéu nai véi Thong doc 6ngloilam gi ma
do6i ong tit moét quan 16n, Chau Thanh Bac Liéu,
dén mot quan kém hon, Chau Thanh Bién Hoa.

Ong noi tiép ma cuoi:

-Khiéu nailakhiéunai ma choivay chiquanlén
quan nho lam cdi gi, dau cting lam vi¢c va an luong.

Quan Cai Lay la mot quan kho khén, nhiéu tin
do Cao bai gido, va dang vién Cong san thuong
tuyén truyén quay roi.

Luc trudc, Chanh phu Phap nghi ngo gido phai
Cao bai, ho cho bao nay lam chanh tri, muu toan
danh do6 chu quyén nguoi Phap trén coi Viét Nam.

Nhung 6ng Péc phu Tam du tri du tai cai tri
quan Cai Lay, ai nghe danh 6ng cting ghé xuong,
va, thoi bdy gio, trong Nam n6i danh “Truong an tu
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hé”, la 6ng Nguyén Van Tam 6 Cai Lay, (My Tho),
ong Tran Van Mang 6 Cho Lach (Vinh Long), 6ng
boc phu Tran Van Phudc (da chét) Chau Thanh
Séc Trang, v6i ong bang Ngoc Chan, chu quan
Trung uong.

Chu quan Chau Thanh My Thola 6ng Bui Quang
bon, lanh loi viét Phap vin hay. Néu toi khong lam
thi, nam 1933, 6ng lam chu quan buc Hoa, thuyen
chuyén xuéng My Tho, trao cdi ganh nang cho anh
Luong Minh Trang.

Thu dén la quan Cho Gao, dé cai tri nhut My
Tho, giap ranh Go Cong, vé Chau Thanh cing tién
ma di Sai Gon ciing mau. Vao 16i thang muoi, thué
vu da thau vo 100 % roi, khoé ru.

D61 v6i mot cong chue méi chi huy viéc quanlan
dau va chua duoc ¢ tinh lau, quan An Hoa that la
kho khan. Giao thong véi My Tho, véi cdc lang chi
nho con dang duy nhut, trai d& mong manh, mua
mua 16 hang day nhung nudc. Cong nho lang ng-
héo, khong du stic tu bé con duong ay.

Bac Rach Miéulai rac roi, khinao mualdén gioto,
tai cong khong dam cho bac chay. Nhut la khoang
dau Culao Lanva Culao Phung, song to nhoi chiéc
xe hoi tunglén hup xué6ng minh ngoi trong xe cing
hét hon. Phu giup viéc dudi do lay day ludc cot xe
v0 lan can chiéc bac. Con hanh khéch thi bi séng
tat minh may uét loi ngoi!

bién thoai khong co, tin tuc gap chi danh dién
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tin ma thoi. Cho nén ba Phu Nam ndi v6i nha toi:
“Puoc di khoi quan An Hoa mung hét16n!”

Thé ma, nghe thién ha thuatlai, changbiét dung
hay khong. Hoi con duong Tan Thach - An Hoa, 14
cay so ngan, chua dap thi cac vi cht quan trudc 6ng
Phu Nam la “vua vién ngoai” mot phuong, tudo du
moi phuong dién, moi thang di “hau héi” mot lan
thoi, di chuyén bang xe ngua do con duéng mon
chay dai theo bo song Tién Giang tut Giao Hoa dén
Tan Thach.

Mot ndm, chu tinh khong dén mot 1an, co phai
1a khoe cho chu quan khong? Mién la ong tinh hai
long la 6ng quan sung suéng! Béi vay cho nén, dan
suAn Hoa thdy toi con tré, chuc khong cao, malam
chu quan, ho nghi t6i lo 16t 10.000 dong! Toi nghe
vay tuc cuoi: troi oi, tién dau malo dirvay? Lam viéc
bay tam nam khong du dugc vai tram bac. Chac la
phai di vay no, 10i bon ndm phan réi xuéng quan lo
“cao quét” cho mau danglay von, con co 16i...

Ho khong hay t6i xin véi ong Butel cho toi ¢ Toa
b6, cho anh Phu Cu qua An Hoa sao?

K

May ndm vé trudc, Chanh phu thay An Héa xa
cach My Tho, qud giang bat tién, ma lai gan Bén
Tre, chi cd qua song Ba Lai rat can, cé cho lic nude
rong nguoi ta 16i chon ma qua Bén Tre, cho nén
dinh sap nhap An Hoa véi tinh Bén Tre.

Ong chu tinh Bén Tre Giraud Gilliet mot phen
qua An Héa xem dia ly, tham hoi tinh hinh kinh té
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chinh tri, vuét ve cai méng thém dugc moét quan
cho tinh minh.

Song than hao An Héa nho Hoi dong quan hat,
dia hat, can thiép voéi Thong doc, khong chiu sap
nhap véi Bén Tre, mai dén bay gio An Héa mdi hiép
v6iKién hoa (Bén Tre) lam mot.

e

Nhac lai, thdang tam, An Héa ding thué kha
nhiéu, Butel mat da, song to6i khong dugc han hanh
cong su véi ong lau dai...

Trong thang nay, mua nhu trut nudc, nudc song
bong Nai danglén, ngap lut toan tinh Bién Hoa.

Cau Luciani, chu quan Long Xuyén va la ré
tuong lai chu tinh Monlai, di xe bo tit quan vé Toa
b6, bi nudc cudn chét chim, song cap bo voi anh
danh xe may man thodt nan.

Vi hon thé cua Luciani ngat xiu mdy lan, 6ng
ba Monlat buo6n rau xin vé Phap. Chanh phu b6
nhiém o6ng Butel lam chu tinh Bién Hoa va 6ng
Henri Pommez dén My Tho thay thé Butel.

Ngay 31 thang 8, tai Toa bo My Tho, Butel tu gia
cong chuc véi than hao va gioi thi¢u tan chu tinh.

Toi ldy lam tiéc vi Butel ngay thang hién lanh, va
moi nhan thay toi lo lang phan su thi 6ng da d6i di,
con Pommez sau nay ai cung biét 6ng ta choi boi,
hoilo...

Va trong mot nhom bon 6ng chu quan gidi gi-
ang, lanh 1gi du moi duong ma to6i la moét thang
kho, dudi khong biét d4n hoéi 16 chung dan lang xa,
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trén khong lo 16t bo do quan trén, di nhién la toi
khong duogc cac ngai ¢ thién cam, mdc dau nhan
vién Toa b6 cong nhan An Hoéa cung lam viéc dac
luc bang quan khac.

Lan no, tai Toa bo, téi nghe Pommez bao Marle,
pho chu tinh, sap stra di Cai Lay chu toa cudc dau
gia cong dién: “Ong bao Tam gai cho toi it con ga
gio. Toi thich ga gio Cai Lay thit rat ngon”.

Sk

Moi bura som mai, toi day som; diém tam xong,
toi viéng vai lang. Chuong trinh khong thay doi
bao nhiéu, cing thué vy, mua mang, ruou lau, an
ninh, gido duc...

Toi thuong ghé truong hoc, khuyén khich, an
ui gido vién, giup do ho dugc phan nao hay phan
nay, tuy quyén han toi, vi hién nay tinh hinh doéi
khdc, ché luc trudc, gido chuc day hoc tan lang xa,
thuongbi cuonghao ac b, cai tong, hoi dong, tham
chi huong chuc lang bac dai, goi la gido téng, gido
lang, “ddo tam dong”, lam cho ho tui than, chan
nan, it khi ddm trung phat con chdu cac 6ng, vi 16
danh chung mot bat tai, mot roi, mot thudc, thi ho
ham kién thua, mang tiéng bi d6i di noi khéc...

Viéng lang dén chin gio rudi, muoi gio vé quan,
toi nhan cong van do mot bac doi qua lay bén Toa
b6, Toa an va buu dién My Tho.

Chiéu, vira lam viéc, vura ti€p khach; tanh toi it
dé cho ai cho doi, nhut 1a nhung nguoi ¢ tan lang
xa, trén thi An Khanh, Tan Thach, dudi la Binh Dai,
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Théi Thuan, Thura buc, duong sd lay 10i vi gié mua,
co viéc phai dén quan ma budc ho doi cho thi long
nao cho no!

Tha la toi lam viéc tré dén sau gio; com chiéu
xong, dot den qua van phong ti€p tuc thanh todn
xong cong viéc hang ngay.

Sau gio sang, dau mua gié hay tot troi, bac doi
phat thu cang dap xe xu6ng bac qua My Tho lay
cong van, tho tu, roi vé An Hoa vao lic muoi gio.

Bac khong bao gio bé tré phan su, luong thang
c6 vai muoi dong, thé ma con cé ngusi mudn gianh
chén com cua bac.

Do la mot cyu tai x€ cua tay thuc dan Leper-
venche chay xe do Binh Dai Rach Miéu, tau v6i 6ng
chu cti cua y nho can thi¢p véi chu tinh cho y thau
viéc chd tho tir toan quan An Hoa.

Lepervenche géi gam voi Pommez, chu tinh
giao cho toi cuu xét van deé.

Toi hoi ykién lang tong, phan dong tra 10i rang:

“Bdc phat tho da nhiéu nam lam viéc chau ddo,
khong ai phan nan, trong nhiing x6m xa héo lanh
bac cting dem tdi la nho chiéc xe dap, bac len 16i di
trén bo16n bo con.

“Néu giao cho xe do lanh viéc cho tho thi trén
duong truong né di mau that, song huong chuc
hodc truéng ap phai dam mua don no ngoai duong
cai danglay tho phat cho lang minh dem vé lai phai
giao cho trum truong di phat thi mat ngay gio, tang
ton phi, sanh nhiéu bat tién...”
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Pommez danh khong thé lam hai long Leper-
venche.

Co lan, ba vo ong nay dén quan tham chung
toi, noi voi nha toi rang toi qua hién lanh nén dan
khong sg, chd nhu quan cyu chu quan manh me, co
“xinh ta”, danh bon luu manh té 1dn cu, ching no
so diéngvia.

ot

Mot chiéu, toi luc ho so cu ra xem, tinh co bat
gap hai ho so tham nan, chiéc tau bong Sanh dam
6 vam kinh Giao Hoa, nam 1933 va chiéc Cai Loi
(Wei lee) chim noi gidp nudc kinh An Hoéa Chét
Saynam 1934, cach nhau do mét nam.

Ho6 so Cai Loi ghi 78 nguoi chét va mat tich
trén 100. Theo loi huong chuc lang An Phudc,
(quan ly) thuat, trong vu tau chim nay co nhiéu
viéc ly ky: luc ay vao 161 mot gio khuya, to6i khong
nhé ngay nao, chiéc tau ché nang, hang hoa da
nhiéu lai du hanh khach.

Anh tai cong budn ngu giao tayldi cho tai cong
phu, chiéc tau tu kinh An Hoéa tién vao kinh Chet
Say, dang qua song Ba Lai ma vo Chau Thanh
Bén Tre.

Luc 4y nudc rong, chiéc tau nang né chay kho
khan, anh tai cong phu loay hoay thé nao ma chiéc
tau san vao bo kinh roi nga nghiéng, nuéc ao vo,
tiéng khoc la hai hung bén cho An Hoa ciing nghe.

Troi téi den nhu muc, may tay 16i gioi nham
ngon den cau tau An Hoa ma 16i ngay qua.
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Trén toi danoi, vi Tién Giang qua sau va Ba Lai
qua can nén khi thuy triéu xuéng 1én, nudc kinh
An Hoa n6i lién hai song 4y chay am am nhu thac
do6, nhu ngua phi, dau 16i gioi thé nao ma ra giira
dong kinh ctung bi nudc cudn ra Tién Giang roi
troi luon ra bién, boi vay mdi ¢6 trén mot tram
nguoi mat tich.

Trai lai, may nguoi 10i d6 hay khong biét 16,
chap chum mot hoi roi chon dung dat, vao bo phia
Bén Tre tho4t nan.

May ngay sau, dan lang hai bén bo kinh, hodc
boi xuéng theo tay ma ma hoi cua, hodc 16t vong
vang nhung tu thi tdp vao bo.

363k

Luc trudc, nhathuong An Hoa 6 tai quan ly, nam
trén bo kinh, song tir nam 1934, duoc doi xuéng
Binh bai, vi “ly do chanh tri” theo 16i 6ng chu tinh.

Viény si cai quan binh vién 1a Huynh Ngoc Du,
ban hoc ct t6i 6 truong trung hoc My Tho, bay gio
no lam viéc “dudi quyén” toi. Trong cong van gidy
tono viét nhung dong cung kinh, con gap to6i thino
“may tao” vdi toi luon. Thé ma vui!

Tai quan c6 mot nha bao sanh, 1¢ thi phai ¢ bén
phia cho dong dan cu, song khong hiéu tai saolai cat
phia bén kia kinh, nhan dan kéu nai rang bat tién.

363k

Tho san An Hoa la dira va lia, con lang ven bién
la Thura buc thi danh cd phoi kho, lam phan cd va
tom kho.
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Ky nghé¢ lam dau dua 1a ky nghé chanh, song
toan quan la dau khong cé bao nhiéu nén nha vuon
hodc ban dira kho cho chanh, hodc cayldy com dura,
xat ra, say hoi kho roi vo bao bo hoac ban cho 1o
dau, hoac ché1lén Cho Lon.

Ndam 1935, An Hoa san xuat dang chin ngan tan
com dura phoi kho (coprah).

To6i nghi lai ma tuc cuoi: to6i 6 xu dua ma khi
khat nudc muon uéng mot trai dra khong tim dau
ra, cing nhu mdy ndm sau, nam 1942, t6i 6 quan
buc Hoa la xu mia lai khong c6 mot cay mia ngon
mém ma an. “Thg réen khong dao an trau”, cé mau
thuan khong!

Lavi, 6 An Hda, ho trong toan dua bi trai to co
mot nguoi 6m, com day, ban dugc tién, chu ai dau
dé dat trong thu dua dua, dira tam quan trdi nho,
nudc ngot, song ban ré tién.

Cay dua bi trong ndm sdu nam moi dom trdi,
song vai chuc nam. Theo 16i nha vuon, tran bao
nam thin (1904) tan pha khap Nam Ky, dita An Héa
16p gay ngang, 16p troc goc nga rap. Bao quaroi, ho
don vuon trong lai top khac. An Hoa ngheo luon
nam sau nam.

Hoi hop chu tinh
Ngay 3 thang 10ndm 1935, 6ng Striedter, Thanh
tra chanh tri va hanh chanh xu6ng My Tho nhém
tai Toa b6 cac chu tinh Cho Lon, Tan An, My Tho,
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GO Cong, Bén Tre, Tra Vinh, Vinh Long, nghe ho
trinh bay tinh hinh trong tinh minh.

Pommez cho nam vién chu quan My Tho du
thinh va chiéu bua dé hau hoi luon. Trua, ong
dai com qui khach tai dinh Tinh truéng. Vai ngay
trudc, anh Nguyén Van Truyén 1a bi tho 6ng Pom-
mez va anh Co mi Nguyén Van Ton Phong Phién
dich, goi cho toiit chitbdo, ngay 3-10, toi cho nguoi
dem sém qua dinh chu tinh vai con ca chém.

Truong hop nay, toi lai nho 6ng Cai tong Hoa
Thinh la Huyén ham Xuan. Ong 6 lang Loc Thuan
maot cdi nha gach, nura xua nua nay, rong dai, trong
nha ban ghé can cham tré khéo léo.

Ké bén nha chanh, 6ng cat mot toa lau nho, dé
qui khach Phap Nam, khi nao dén nha 6ng choi
dung com roéi lén nghi trua trén day.

Sau vuon, 6ng dao ao nuoi cd chém. Khach dén
daovuon, xem cd, 6ng tang moi nguoi mot con; 6ng
trao cho ho cdi vot, bao nguoi nha rai cam trén mat
nudc cho calén dn, khach bon than cam vgt ma xuc
cd, may gap con nao l6n thi nho ma bat dang con
nho thi... ran chiu.

Muoi may nam vé trudc, Huyén Xuan oai thé
l6n, muén cong ai, déng trdn ai thi cong, thi dong
tran, dan lang so 6ng nhu so cop. Nhung tu thi toi
dén, chanh sach doc tai ay cham dut. Vi thé ma
Huyén Xuan khong thich toi; nhiéu phen, 6ng dé
don xin tu chuc.

Ong chu quéan nao khdc co thé thua co hoi dé
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cu moét 6ng tong moi dé mé tui thau tién, song toi
khong coy do, vakhong dinh 6 An Hoalau dai, thay
déi cai tong lam chi, nén toi an i 6ng va khong
chdp nhan chuyén don 6nglén chu tinh.

Buta com trua ay, trong cau chuyén vui vé, Gi-
raud Gilliet, chu tinh Bén Tre, noi rang ong biét
thuat thoi mién, va thoi mién cé cong hiéu d6i mot
dura tré tanh xau thanh dua cé tanh tot.

Toi vui miéng xin 6ng chu tinh to6i hoi 6ng Bén
Tre, co thé nho thoi mién ma doi mét nguoi khong
thich dong thué (mauvais contribuable) ra nguoi
sot sang dong thué (bon contribuable) hay khong.

Ong Giraud dép:

- Néu toi c6 quyén ndng nhu vay, thué vu Bén
Tre davo 100 % roi!

Khach du tiéc déu cuoi.

Sudng gi, 6ng chu quan!

Trong dip hau hoi ngay 5-11-35, toi xin 6ng
Pommez cho phép t6i vé Tan An tham nha nhan
ngay 1é dinh chién 11 thdng 11. Ong chiu.

Ngay ay, toi vé Tan An van an song than tdi cé
mot budi roi tro lai An Hoa vao giua trua.

Khoang hai gio chiéu, 6ng Phu Nam thua linh
chu tinh qua cho téi hay rang ngay hom sau, 12-11,
Thong doc Pages sé viéng may tinh Cho Lén, Go
Cong, My Tho, Tan An, va 6ng dén tiép tay toi to
chuc cuoc tiép rudc cho hoan toan, vi Pages tanh
nong nhu ltra, cach chuce chu quan nhu choi!



128 ® BPAOVANHOI

Thélatoimoihaiong Caivéi Banbién dén, phan
phoi phan viéc cho moi nguoi, tong Hoa Quoi dat
ban huong an tai bén bac Tan Thach, lam ctra tam
quan treo co, huong chic An Khanh, Tan Thach,
Quéi Son, Phu An Hoa, Phudc Thanh va than hao
phai ung truc noi 4y hoi sdu gio sém mai ngay 12.

Noi nga ba duong lién tinh My Tho Bén Tre véi
16 An Hoa, lam mot cdi cita tam quan, treo bong
that tui (that hang gi¢, to chi malam ra do treo).

Dinh quan cting sé trang hoang, va hai 6ng Cai
tong, chu vi Hoi dong dia hat, cing huong chuc cac
lang An Phudc, Giao Long, Giao Hoa, Long Thanh,
Chau Phu Hung déu té tuu tai quan vao luc bay gio.

Ban bién Hoa Qudi sé ung truc voi huong chuc
Vang Qudi, Loc Thuan, Binh Dai tai kinh Vang Qudi
moi dao dé rut nudc phen trén rudéng xuong kinh.

Nhiéu todn phu truong tién ché da xanh bén My
Tho qua, tu bé cap téc con duong An Héa tirnga ba
Phu An Hoa dén Vang Qudi. Chiéc xe hu 16 nang
né chay tdi chay lui xi xit suét dém, lam cho dan
lang ngo ngac, tu hoi vi cé nao S6 truong tién siéng
nang qua doi, lam viéc thau dém.

Phai chi ngay thuong, S6 cong chanh My Tho
lam on lam phudc chiéu c6 dén con duong An Héa
chung to6i, ho bo phu cho cong nho lang ngheo sac
gach, thi co dau dén ngay hom nay, trudc gio Thong
doc viéng tinh c6 may tiéng dong ho, ho phai dam
suong, bé ngu ma lam viéc! Thé ma... nhung dé la
viéc sau.
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bém dy, troi mua dam dé, nhung tong tui (do két
that bang hang gié dé ma treo choi), co xi, huong
an, huong chuc lang dep hét.

Nam gio sang ngay hom sau, mua con lam ram,
toi chay mot vong tu Tan Thach xuéng Vang Qudi,
may noi chiéu hom qua da trang hoang cua tam
quan, ma vi mua l6n phai tam dep, bay gio treo co,
that tui, bay huong an, che long lai dang hoang.
Phia bén kia kinh An Hoa, Toa hanh chanh tinh co
mudn bon nam chiéc xe 16 cho dau mot doc, huéng
ve lang Vang Qudi, du dinh nhu vay: khi Thong
doc, chu tinh va quan khach dén bac An Hoa, chicé
chiéc xe Thong doc qua bac ma thoi, con bao nhiéu
xe khdc thi dau cho bén nay kinh.

Quabénkiaroi, quan khdch sé 1én xe 16 ma chay
theo xe Thong doc. Khivé, bo xe 16, qua bac, 1én xe
nha phan héi My Tho.

Noi dinh quan, chung t6i cho, chin gio, muoi
gio, huong chuc ké dung nguoi ngdi. Muoi gio rudi,
xe mat tham dan dau dén trudc; it giay sau, Thong
doc Pages dén, bat tay Hoi dong lang xa, hoi tham,
con cdc bao phong van toi.

Doan, quan khach 1én xe, nham kinh An Hoa
truc chi. Bén kinh Vang Qudi, Pages xach can di
doc theo kinh, Pommez va chung t6i theo bén got.

Pageés “vdn nan” Ban bién con kinh dai may
cay s0, rong bao nhiéu, sau may thudc, dao ton
bao nhiéu ngay cong, bao nhiéu tién, va may dam
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ruéng phen hai bén bo kinh da bat dau canh tac
duoc chua.

Ban bién binh tinh dap 1oi thuong quan. Duong
nhu ngai hai long, bat tay tu gia.

Trén duong vé, mac dau dém qua, truong tién
c6 gang sta con duong cho kha di “chay duoc”,
song chiéc xe chd Lariviere, Chanh van phong
Thong doc, cung trot banh cam dau xuong rudng,
Lariviere 16 dau, ky niém An Héa luu lai cho 6ng.

Vai ngay sau, Thong doc goi thong tu cam on
mdy tinh ma ong da di qua, nhung nghe nhu 6ng
khong hai long chu quan Can budc nén cho ong
nay nghiviéc.

Héi chg trién lam My Tho (1935)
(Foire-Exposition)

Viura nghi khoe vu Thong doc viéng quan, ké lo
viéc Hoi cho trién lam ma cac tinh mién Trung
Nam Ky déu du tai My Tho: Tan An, Go Coéng, Bén
Tre, Tra Vinh, Vinh Long, Sa Béc, Cho Lén.

Néu toi nho khong lam thi Hoéi cho khai mac
ngay 19 thang 12 va bé mac mot tuan sau.

May tinh noi trén trung bay thé san va tiéu cong
nghé tinh minh, cadc quan thi tho ky xao, trong that
la vui mat.

Quan Chau Thanh My Tho dung nhiing cong, 13,
mo nang, rau dura tac mot buc tranh, hinh Cau lac
b6 nguoi Phap dudi mé Tién Giang, trudc Toa bo.
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An Hoéa chung toi khong kém phan my thuat,
cung cong, 14, mo nang, day luéc ma nghe si tac
hinh L& Vong ngoéi cau, va chung hinh long lan
qui phung.

Dinh quan ddu xao mot bay ga tre, tdm trong
tam mai, mau sac rat dep. Lang An Phuéc dem dén
nhiéu trai dura bi to tudng, binh tra lam bang gdo
dua got lang lay, vo binh la mot chiéc vé dura kho.

bacbiét nhut 1a mot con heo tay dudi lang Binh
bai, song da nhiéu nam, can ning trén ba tram ki,
heo va chuéng phai 18 nguoi khiéng dem xuéng
mot chiéc tam ban ché qua My Tho.

Khach viéng hoi cho, ai thay con heo cting tram
tro.

Ngaykhai mac Hoichg. Thong doc Pages xuong,
khu vuc tinh nao, 6ng chu tinh do tiép, huong dan
Pages xem moi gian hang cac quan tinh minh.

Vién chu quan phai hién dién noi do dang trinh
bay thé san quan nha. Gian hang An Hda, chung
toi cho mot nguoi tho dung mot chiéc may bang go
danh day dua, lai c6 ca moét cudc trinh dién dap dira
kho, cay com dura, xat mong, sdy cho rdo va ép lay
dau.

Mot lan nita, toi phai tra 10i voi Pages rang An
Hoa c6 may thon trong dua, vuon dita chiém tat ca
6.200 mau tay va hang nam san xuat 9.000 tan com
dua sdy (coprah).

Pagés gac dau, qua gian hang khdc. Ranh no.

Trong dip nay, toi gap 6ng Poc phu Chan, chu
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quan Trung uong, ong Phu H6 Quang Hoai, chu
quan Chau Thanh Tra Vinh va sau nay lam Thu
hién Nam Viét.

Toi lai gap ong ban dong huong la Nguyén Hiuru
Binh, Huyén danh du, trudéc tung su van phong
Thong doc, duoc Pages cho vé Tan An lam cai tong.

Hom 4y lai la mot dip cho Pommez doi hai toi
vai con cd chém dé thiét tiéc dai Thong doc, may
ong chu tinh c6é tham gia Hoi cho trién lam, chu
quan My Tho v6i moét s6 Hoi dong, huu quan.

To6i duoc lam quen vdi hai vi Béc phu st hoéi huu
da lau ndm 1a 6ng Boc phu boan Hitu Chung véi
ong Tran Nguyén Luong. Trong hang huu quan,
truong tho nhitla 6ng Chung, duong nhu 6ng moi
tir tran nam 1967 day, tho 101 tu6i.

Trong bita tiéc, 6ng Chédn noi véi chung toi:
“Caixu cac anh sao ma nong nuc qua!

Ong Luong cuoi he he dap:

- Phai, ¢ day nong nuc dén doi nguoi ta tuong
chung nhula é Cho Lén.

Tai lap binh vién

Thua dip Hoi cho My Tho két qua my man, Pom-
mez han hoan, t6i dé nghi cung 6ng cho toi tai lap
mot binh vién tai quan ly An Héa, ma khong dong
ctra binh vién ¢ Binh Dai (virdng thila) quanly An
Hoaxa Binh Dai, xa Bén Tre, ma vdi tinh Iy My Tho
cang cach trg, cho nén tai quan ma khong co binh
vién thi that la bat tién.



GIOBUIQUANTRUONG e 133

Dan su tong Hoa Qudi sé chung dau dé dai tho
ton phi kién thiét, 16i ndm ngan dong, con kinh phi
diéu hanh thi ngan sach tinh chiu.

Pommez chap thuan.

Thé 1a t6i moi than hao chuc sac, tong lang,
nghiép chu dén cong sé lang An Phudc 1a lang so
tai quan, to bay y kién, tat ca déu hoan nghinh va
quyén so tién vao danh sach, ké 50 nguoi 100 dong.

M6i nhom c¢6 moét ky ma da duge mday ngan
dong, la khi chdnh quyén doi nha thuong xuéng
Binh Dai, dan téng Hoa Qudi bat binh, nhung
khong ddm phan d6i. Dan mién Nam ta tanh tinh
dé dai da quen!

Cho nénbay gio, co nguoi chu truong tailap nha
thuong tai quan ly, ho miing r6 tan thanh.

T6i bao tho ky do danh sach ma lam bién nhan
thau tién lan.

Cuaban Hoi té

Hién nay, nhing vi giup viéc trong lang, ta goila
Ho¢i dong xa, theo toi danh tir nay dung dung. Hoi
trudc, nguoi Phdp kéu la “Conseil des Notables”
matadichla“Ban Hoité”.

Co 1é bay gio cac ban tré nghe nhitng danh vi:
huong su, huong truéng, huong chanh, huong gido
tuong tuong mot thoi xa xua nao ma cac ong co
chut dinh hoc thuc va ruéng dat, moi nam tranh
nhau vao ban Hoi té, dé khi dinh ddm hudng phan
x0i thit.
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Thanh kién ay chi dung phan nao thoi.

Va chac cac ban tré khong ro ban Hoi té co
nhiing ai va gitr chiic vu gi. Pay, toi xin trinh don so
cacbanro.

May muoi nam vé trudc, trong moi lang mién
Nam, trén hét c6 may chuic danh du: Chanh béi, Boi
bai, Dai huong ca. Ké do laban Hoité, gom muoi hai
vi: huong ca, huong chu, huong su, huong truéng,
huong chanh, huong gido, huong bo, huong quan,
xa truong, huong than, huong hao, chanh luc bo.

Trong s6 nay, bay ong dam nhiém chuc vu han
hoi, ky du chi ng6i lam vi, khong nhiém vu ro rang.

Huong calachuté, diéukhién congviéc lang thi
hanh dung dan, thay mat huong thon trong viéc
giao thi¢p vdi tinh, quan va cac sé khac.

Huong bo cat gitr s6 bo cua lang.

Huong quan dam trach viéc tuan phong, bat bo
trom cudp, diéu tradn mang, bai trircobac, ruoulau...

Chdnh luc bo cam git bo doi, hay viéc sanh tu
hoén thu.

Phan viéc xa trudng la thau thué dang vao kho
bac, cung goi vao kho tién cong nho lang valanh ra
ma chi phi.

Huong hao rao trat cho nhiing ai co lién quan
dén Toa dn, huong than phu trach viéc dién linh...
Ca ba, xa truong, huong than, huong hao thi nhan
m4ay van kién mua ban ruong dat cho hop phap...

Thoi Nhut Bon xam chiém Pong Duong, chu
lun dién dau véi danh tit huong ca, huong trudng,
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Xa truong, va sung so voi lang, muon biét trong ba
nguoi dy ai la lén vi, theo ho, “huong” va “xa” ciing
lalang, ma “ca” voi “trucng” cting la16n. Vay thi ai
la nguoi lon nhut trong lang, ¢6 thé dai dién huong
chuc noéi chuyén véi ho.

%33

Trongviéc cudat huong chuc, nhutlaxatruong,
trong moét ban Hoi té ma lap dang chia phe, ung ho
xung cu vién minh nhu lang Chau Phu Hung chang
han, lam cho to6i kho long giai quyét. Toi qua Chau
Thanh van ké dai ca toila 6ng Bui Quang bon, mot
cong chuc lao luyén trong quan truong.

Ong bdo: “Co chi kho khan dau, néu 6ng khong
bang long mot ung ct vién nao, vi thiéu di¢u kién
nhu tai chanh, hanh kiém, ong chi cho “avis défa-
vorable” (y kién khong thuan), hodc lam mot cai
phuc trinh van van goi cho chu tinh, 6ng bac cai to
dé cu cua lang, tra vé cho ho cu lai. Chd nhu 6ng
khong chiu nguoi nay ma mudn ctit nguoi kia, ho
cho rang minh tuvi, an hoi 16...

Gan Tét, Cai tong cung mot so dai dién huong
chuc dén quan dang bao tho goi lalé Tét.

Lai moét lan nua, toi xin Cai tong cung huong
chuic dem tién veé, “cta ai tra nay”, vi toi khong
quen nhan 1é Tét.

Caitattham nhung,lé16c, biét bao gio cham dut
trén thé gian nay, bdi vay cho nén, cach day hon hai
ngan nam tram nam, Phat gido sap cai Tham dung
dau trong Tam Doc: Tham, San, Si.
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Vi rang, tu vua quan dén hang dan gia, ai ciing
tham lam, ai cung hoi 16, tham chi trong ton gido,
va may nguoi Tau nhiéu phen thong tri Viét Nam
ta, nhap cang vao dat Viét cai té hoi 10 to tudng
“nhdm xa”, h6i 10 ludn ca qui than véi tap quan dot
vang ma!

Con trén thé gian, trong quan no, mot cong
chuc thay trong dinh toan nhung do xua qui gi4,
budt miéng hoi “quan 16n” rang: “Thua quan quan,
hang 6ng nhd rang cai kiép lam quan la kiép luc
binh, nay & noi nay, mai doéi di noi khac, ma moi
lan don dila d6 dac hubé, gay nut, thi 6ng sam lam
chi nhiing d6 xua, rui chd di n6 bé né nut, chiang la
uonglam sao!”

Ong quan dap:

- Ong tuong toi mua cho toi sao? To6i mua gium
cho quan Thong doc day.

La vi quan Thong doc thich choi d6 c6, nén
quan quan ta tim nhung do xua “mua gium” cho
quan ngai, dang mau thang thudéng va ¢ quan tot.

Daurang toi khong nhan Ié tét ctia tong lang, toi
cung phai “nhap gia tuy tuc”, hun 608 véi bon chu
quan kia mua do cong su cho Pommez va Merle
trong dip Tét.

Lang Thua buc dem lén quan tét toi ba mam
mang cau dai, nha téi lay mot chuc, con bao nhiéu
bao dem xuodng trai thay doi chia cho anh em bép
linh dung.

Thuong thi t6i khong chiu nhan 1€ vat cua ai,
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song doi khi, vi long thao ma khong ton kém,
huong chuc ho dem 1én may con le le, mét con ga
noi, mot dui heo rung, duong chala.

Le le nhot trong gio mot dém sang ngay chung
nga guc chét, dui heo to6i chia lam hai phan, muon
thay doi phat tho dem biéu nhi vi Chdnh, Pho.

Con ga noi c6 vay 4n thién rat tai, lau lau toi
bao huong than Ty dem ga vo x6 vdi ga toi. Con
ga diéu toi da con ga cuay toi boi chang con manh
giap. Ong Huyén Xuan, cai tong Hoa Thinh, tiéc
noirang:

- Con gahay nhuvay maxé hoai n6 bé uénglam,
thoi thi quan 16n cho toi.

- U, 6ng mudn nuoi thi nuoi.

Ong quéan trudéng dén Thoi Thuan dem dén
tang to6i mot cdp dao cua cd dao dai mot thudc hai
v6i mot cai duoi ca duoi, rang treo cap dao dy trong
nha tri duoc ta ma (?). Va chinh cdi roi ca duo6i ay
ma sau nay sanh lam chuyén...

el

Thé thuong, nguoi tanoéi “httu tude httu duyén”.

Nhan dip quyén tién cat nha thuong, mét bang-
hiép chu 6 Phudc Thanh dén quyén 508. Toi cam
on, trao bién nhan.

Ba 4y con tré, kha dep, an néi man ma; ba ngdi
chiéc ghé trudc ban viét toi, ca ke ndi chuyen. Toi
buc minh, bao tho ky dem cong van vo toi, va xin
16i ba cho toi ti€p huong chiic. Ba dung day cui dau
chao, ra dén ctra van phong con day lai nhin toi.
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Mot khi, huong quan Loc Thuan giai lén mot
thiéu phu can t6i danh 16n voi me chong. Banay co
thai ma c6 dau “yéu qui” (yéu qui) coi trén bungba
ma ddm, ma tat. Thiéu phu 4y coi dep, mat trang
hoéng, moi son, song chon may xdch nguac, to ra
nguoi hung dir, dang ghe:

T6i bao linh giam cd hai dudi trai, sdng hom sau
giai qua Toa.

ek

Chinh tu quan ly, téi truyén luc 16 sua sang
duong da, phéac co hai bén duong, va ban dém, moi
nha phai dot mot ngon den treo trudc cua. Thanh
thi, dém hom, quan cang sang stia dé coi.

Nhiing nguoi khong tién dong thué than, bi bat,
toi nhoho tubo cai san quan vot tai quan roi toi tra
tién cong bang cach dong thué than giup ho.

Aikhéiloilam

Vi tanh nong ndy, may man, ma toi sot sang
khong dung lic va trung phat cing vung ve.

Mot hom, chu bép qua giup viéc bén dinh quan
that kinh vdéi toi, toi gian lay roi ca dudi quat chu
mot roi. Chu qua tinh thua toi.

Pommez khong qué lién, cho cé nhiéu viéc sé
day toi di.

Viéc thau thué vy, tinh van thoi thuc luon, lang
xa bo tho, toi phai cho linh phu thau thué.

Phong thu quan do mudi nguoi linh ma ta, voi
thay doi truéng bot la 11. Thay doi mang cay sung
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luc, tuc goi la “gio heo” cia san dam My Tho phat
cho, con linh c¢ 10 cay sung mut (mousqueton).

Thuong thuong, linh di thau thué sém mai,
chiéu vé dinh quan ngu va canh gac, ngay hom sau
thay top khac di thau. boi khi, vilang qua xa, ho vé
khong kip phai ngu tai nha viéc (cong so), thanh
thi may dém tai quan chi con c6 nam sdu cay sung
ma thoi.

Kha mot diéu laluc bay gio, Cong san chua hoat
dong manh mé, bang chang, mot cai quan chi ¢o
nam ba cay sung mut thi “bi phan xuc” cho ho roi!

Lo6i 12 gio, mot gio khuya, toi thuc gide xdch den
pin di vong dinh quan ra ngoai nha tron coi linh
canh co6 thic khong ré6i di vong xudng trai linh.

Mot dém, toi bat gap bon nguoivobéplinh ddnh
bai, toi vo ctra kéu thay doi “moi” bon chi vo kham
nhot lai. Sdng ra, phat lam co trudc quan.

Thay doéi xan van, chay lén chay xuong nan ni
toi hai ba phen rang trong luc chong ho di bat thué,
may chi 6 nha buén, cung nhau danh “chap 0”, tu
sac giai khuay.

Toi qua nghiém khac nhu vay, phai hay trdi?

To6i nghi lai cing h6i han phan nao, nén vai tuan
sau, chu cai di thau thué lang Vang Qudi vé phuc
trinh rang, dém dd, huong quan hot me voi nhiéu
nguoi trong ap. Lé thi chu bat giai vé quan, song
lam nhu thé mat thé dién mot nguoi tai mat trong
lang, nén chu phuc trinh t6i r6.
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To6i doi huong quan 1én, hoi dém x duong lich,
thay c6 co bac véi nguoi khac khong.

Thay thua dém do thay dat dan di tuan, dén
khuya vé nha lam ga nau chdo dai anh em ré6i danh
vai ban cat té choi, chd khong cé hot me.

Toi bao rang thay la huong quan, ddm trach viéc
an ninh trong lang, bat trém cudp co bac ma chinh
thay co bac thi con bat bé ai! Nhung toi khong
muon lam vo 16 ra, thay bi céch chuc, vinh bat tu
dung, vay thay nén tu chuc, roi khi toéi déi di noi
khac, thay sé vo ban Hoi té lam viéc lai...

Vu danh linh, phat vg linh la mot 16i 1am cua toi,
toi con moét su lam ntta 1a su6t mot ndm 6 quan An
Hoa, toi it giao thiép cung ai, ddng quan sat tam
ly moi nguoi, ngo6 hau biét ai tot ma gan ai xau ma
tranh, vi soho loi dung minh.

T6i lai qua tin, tudng moi nguoi chan that nhu
minh; hai nguoi co viéc kién nhau dén quan, anh A
noi nang dang hoang, t6i tuéng anh ngay that, con
anh B, 4n noi cut ngun, 4p ung, to6i tham tuéng anh
gian, song toi quén rang anh A con mat ldo lién,
trong luc tra 16i khong ddm ngo ngay toi.

Lai con cai viéc xin tdi cdt binh vién, toi cung
lam viéc hap tap, thiéu suy nghi...

Vu chua Héi Ton
Chua Hoi Ton &6 lang Qudi Son, canh bén lang
Tan Thach, trén song Tién Giang.
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bay la mot ngoi chua lich su, co chiéc dong
chung to, nhung dém thanh vang va gi¢ xuoi, phia
Chau Thanh My Tho, méy nha ¢ dai theo mé song
nghe ving vang tiéng chuong chuia Hoi Ton.

Tuctruyénrang,licvua Gia LongconlaNguyén
Anh, bon dao trude su dudi bat cua vi anh hung Tay
Son, célan chayvao chua nay, nho ngoi trong chiéc
dong chung ma thodt nan.

Hué loi chua la muoi may mau vuon dua va, vi s6
hué loi dang ké ay ma xay ra vu tranh chap sau khi
nha su tru tri vién tich. Mot nut tin d6, ba Nguyén
Thi, moét dai dia chu, vilé ba da cung cho chtia may
mau vuon do, ruée 6ng Hoa thuong Lé Van Xuyén,
chua Vinh Trang, bén cho ca My Tho, dén lam tru
tri chua Hoi Ton.

Phe Phat tir lang Qudi Son lai quyét giao ngoi
tru tri cho nha su Lé Van Tuu, dai dé t vi su 6ng
da qua vang.

Cuoc tranh chap kéo dai da nhiéu nam ma chua
gidi quyét. Toi dinh m¢t ngay, moi huong chuc
Quoi Son va tin d6 hai phe phai dau phiéu chon vi
tru tri.

Nha bdo Hién Si (sau nam 1945 la chu nhiém
bdo Phuc Hung) cung hién dién ngay bo phiéu tai
chua; da so tin d6 chon nha su Lé Van Ttu.

Phe ba Nguyén Thi thua tuc, qua My Tho thua
voi chu tinh Pommez. Ong moi toi, huong chuic véi
su Lé Van Tuu qua Toa bo, “thuyét phap” cho moét
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hoi roi giao viéc quan tri tai san chua cho ban Hoéi
té lang Quéi Son dam nhiém.

Sau do ong quo toi khong khéo sap dat chuyén
chua Hoi Ton cho 6n thoa, dé kéo dai qua lau va toi
khong xung dang ¢ dia vi chu quan An Hoa.

Toi dap rang toi khong thich dia vi chu quan,
toi chi lo lam tron phan su hanh chanh ma thoi va
toi khong xen vao noi bo ton gido. Va lai, vu chua
Hoi Ton, nhiéu quan chu quan trudc déu gian xép
khong xong, khong phai riéng gi minh toi, va chac
ong khong quén rang, dau thang bay 1935, hoi toi
moi tiép xuc ong cuu chu tinh Butel, toi da xin ong
ay cho toi ti€p tuc cong vu tai Toa bé My Tho.

Nhan moét ngay nghi phép vé Sai Gon, toi tim
dén ong thay cu toi 1a 6ng Georges Mignon, than
voi Thong doc Pages.

Toi té bay moi ndi phién long trong viéc thi
hanh nhiém vu ¢ tinh. Ong dem hoan canh t6i n6i
lai voi Pages, Thong doc la lén: “Toi biét bao sot
sang, lam viéc dugc, song bao khong ngoi yén mot
cho, xin d6i di hoai... Dé co dip...”

ek

Va dip ay da dén mot cach khong vinh du gi voi
viéc toi muon Cai tong Hoa Thinh ban chiéc xe
Dodge cua toi, hay truc trac, dang toi mua chiéc xe
khac.

Thay vi ban chiéc xe dang hoang, ong lai mé
cudc x6 s0, max6 s0 khong cé Chanh phu cho phép
thi pham t6i tiéu hinh!
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Lé ra Cai tong Hoa Thinh, giup viéc da lau nam,
phai biét diéu nay, song 6ng tuéng minh la nguoi
giau, oai thé, khong ai dam lam gi 6ng! Ong lam to,
ong cé rat nhiéu thu nghich.

Ho roi tho lén chu tinh rang Cai tong danh so
chiéc xe hoi cua 6ng chu quan.

Pommez phuc trinh 1én Pages rang toi co thé
lam mot vién dau phong khd (un bon chef de bu-
reau), song toi thiéu kinh nghiém diéu khién viéc
quan, can phai lam viéc 6 Toa bo mot thoi gian...

Thuyén chuyén Can Tho

Thang bay nam 1936, toi dac linh d6i qua Can
Tho, lai 6ng Phu Nguyén Van Phudc 6 Ha Tién dén
thé toi. Sudoi khéo trd tréu, chinh 6ng Phudc nam
1932 da thay t6i mot lan tai Thi xa Bac Liéu, nay la
lan thu nhi tai quan An Hoa.

To6i con co6 dip gdp 6ng nita.

Bua trudc khi toi di, tédng lang dén tién toi va
dua bao tho “tién xang nhét”. Mot lan nua, toi tu
choi.

Trong budiban giao cong viéc va gisi thiéu tong
lang, 6ng Phu Phudc ngo 16i vi minh nhu mot tan
cao coi ca, che cho tong lang va chung dan trong
quan.

Ong Huyén Xuan, cai téng Hoa Thinh, thé
trung thanh cung tan chu quan, ciing nhu nam roi
ong thé trung thanh cung toi!
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ek

Nhac lai, khi téi dac linh thuyén chuyén, Pom-
mez truyén xa truéng An Phudc, lang so tai quan,
dem s6 tién da quyén duoc dé cat nha thuong, goi
tat vao ngan kho.

Du dinh tdi thiét nha thuong tai quan ly An Hoa
do dé ma chim trong thoi gian vo tan, cho dén may
nam gan day, quan ly duoc doi xuéng Binh Dai thi
viéc lap nha thuong ndi trén khong thanh van dé
naa.

Mot diéu so ho cua toi la khong kip thau lai dé
huy bé nhiing bién nhan ma t6i da ky va giao cho
lang xa dé thau tién nhing nguoi da ghi tén vao s6
song chua quyén, thanh thu sau nay xay ra chuyén
16i thoi.

Toa b6 Can Tho (1936-42)
(Phong Thué vu)

Qua Can Tho, toi gap lai chu tinh Giraud Gilliet
da tir Bén Tre d6i qua bén nay cach mdy thang
trudc.

That la t6i kho khao, chi vi t6i qud chan that,
quén rang truong doi la moét truong tranh dau
khoc liét vi danh, vi loi, vi tinh!

T6i 6 An Héakhongyén thanvdinan acbd cuong
hao, tuéng dau 6 Toa bo ngay hai budi lo tron phan
su, cudi thang lanh dong luong nudi gia dinh, nao
deé ciing chang yén than. Ciing cdi canh tranh gianh
xau x¢ lan nhau ma toi da chung kién tai Bac Liéu
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lai tai dién noi day, véi moét sac thai khéc, ro rang
hon, bi 6i hon, nhut la voi mét 6ng chu tinh va mot
ong pho thich ninh hét bo do.

Xin noi trudc vé van dé nha cua.

Thoat tién, Giraud Gilliet cho gia dinh t6i 6 mot
cai nha nhé cu ky, gan truong ntt hoc, song cdi san
rong rai mat me.

buogc mot thang, thanh tramat tham Paul Vieux
ma toi da co dip gap trén S6 Mat tham luc toi giup
vi¢c Phong Phién dich bay gio d6i ténla Lecorre on
y v6i chu tinh thé nao ma 6ng nay cho toi doi  mot
can pho lau do tinh mudn, xa Toabd hon, con va thi
lai chiém cdi nha toi dang 6 do.

Luc 4y, nha toi co mang gan ngay, ma phai lui
dui, nangné,lodon dep diachén, soong chio, quan
do dé “di cu” nghi cang téi nghiép!

Manao coyén dau!

Sau khi nha toi sanh day thang, chu tinh trd can
pho chung toi cho Cong ty bia 6c, vién lé tiét kiém
ngan quy, roi cho toi dén chia doi véi mot nguoi tho
ky tén San, mot cdi nha san cay van, citmem, lop fi-
bro ciment, phia sau la mot vuon chuéi, thong voi
mot ngon rach da can.

Chu s6 truong tién Sandreschi sai tho dem vai
tam van mdi, chap v4, thay van cu da muc. Nhung
chung toi da c6 ndm dua con, ¢ vai can phong nho
hep, con nit ban dém khoc la that labuc boi dao dé.

Lai vo chong thay San thuong giu 6 voi nhau
vé van dé tién bac. Cé dém, thay han hoc hoéi vo:
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“Tur dau ndm téi nay, nguoi ta cho toéi sdu by tram
dong, vay ché minh lam gi dau mat hét di?

Toiyéu cau 6ng chu tinh giai quyét van dé nha o
vinhiéu cong chuc, chuc tudc thap hon toiva it con
hon lai dugc 6 nhuing nha khong tot 1am cung rong
rai, cao rao hon can nha san cua toi.

Ong hua dé lo xong cong cudc lap van dong
truong Can Tho, 6ng sé gidi quyét van dé nha cua
cho toi, va 6ng hua lan hia hoi mai. Toi phan nan
voi Lecorre, vi va ma chung toi trong vong nam
thang da don nha hét ba lan va bay gio chung toi
6 chung mot cai nha vach van voi thay San lay lam
bat tién.

Lecorre chay dén noi voi Giraud, 6ng nay ky su
vulinh cho téi chiém tron cdinha. Thay Suu truong
tién lai dem cay van, xi mang, sua nha toi lan nua.

André Cazenave

Bay gio toi xin néi dén vién pho Chu tinh 1a An-
dré Cazenave; cao 1on giénh giang, tanh khung
khung va thich ninh bg, lai hay ray, nhan vién Toa
b6 tang anh cdi bi danh la “thang Nao”.

Ban so, hoi toi tt My Tho qua, vo chao anh ta,
anh hat ham hoi: “Téi nghe anh c6 biét tai ban vé
s0, phai khong?”

To6i nghe khong ro, tudng anh hoi toi vé vé so
bong Phap ma Chanh phu nho chu quan bén luc
bay gio, toi dap: “Hoi toi conlam chu quan An Hoa,
moi ky toi ban duoc ngan s6”.
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Sau toi mdivalé ralaanh tahéi chuyén danh s6
chiéc xe toi.

To6i dugc giao trach nhiém lam chu su Phong
Thué vy, con cong nho lang c6 Huyén Duong.

Ong Duong bao toi thang Nao no6 khung, lai do
ec, lam viéc theo phuong phap né thi chét, dung
ké no ra gi, nén lam viéc truc ti€p voi ong Chanh
lahon.

Bdi nghe 161 Huyén Duong, moi viéc toi déu
trinh ngay chu tinh nén Nao ghét toi.

Mot hom, 6ng Chanh dua xuéng Nao mot cai
tho, bao trao lai cho Lecorre, ¢6 1é vé thué vu. Toi
thdy Cazenave nhét trong gdc cdi tdm 1ot ban viét
cuaanh ta.

Mot hoi, anh kéu t6i vo hoi cai tho dau, toi bao
hoéi nay thay anh dé do, anh qua quyét da dua cho
toi. Toi cai la khong co, hai nguoi cai nhau lich liét,
toi gian bé vé cho ngdi.

Nao de no da dua cho 6ng phan Nguyén, bi tho
cua no, ong nay it phut sau, kinh cén trinh lai cai
tho chono!

Lai vi chuyén nha ctra, t6i phan nan véi mot vai
nhan vién rui lot vao tai Nao, do bay toéi Tru vuong
mac thot. Nao lén tau Giraud rdng toi “nghich”
ong, ong tin bang 161, song 6ng khong han hoc voi
toi, chi nhting khi ong nhom nhan vién dé huén thi,
ong thuong ngoé ngay téi ma noi, nhu 6ng khuyén
cong chuc tan tam, tan thanh cong tac xay dung
van dong truong cua 6ng, ché khong nén chi trich.
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Thay khong khi gitta ong chdnh 6ng pho véi toi
cang thiang, Vuong Hong Sén, mot ban than, khu-
yén toi nén “lam lanh” véi bon chung, nhut la véi
ong chanh.

Thé la toi viét vai bai bao goi dang trén “La Tri-
bune Indochinoise” tan thanh cong cudc lap van
dong truong Can Tho, dda con tinh than ctua ong,
va trudc khi goi di, toi trinh bon thao 6ng xem, 6ng
sta vai chir.

Lan lan, 6ng doi véi toi co cam tinh trd lai.

Phong Céng nho lang

Toi xuoéng duoc vai thang thi Huyén Duong dac
linh d6i lén tung su 6 Dinh Hiép ly.

Cazenave hoi toi voi phdan Nguyén tu Sai Gon
déi xuodng, ai chiu qua Phong Cong nho lang. Toi
noi: “Sao cting dugc”.

Thé la Giraud Gilliet ky su vu linh cho téi lam
chu su phong Cong nho lang va toi & day luon cho
tdinam 1942 la nam toi doi di Cho Lon.

Tu day, Cazenave thdy toi thao Cong nho lang
bot hong hach voi toi.

Van déng truong Can Tho
bay, toi xin noi vé van dong truong cua Giraud
Gilliet.
Ong c6 sang kién trudc nhut lap mot van dong
truong xung dang cho Tay b6 (kinh d6 Hau Gi-
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ang), gom cd san bong tron, bong rd, quan vot va
mot phong di trot trén san go (patin)...

Hoi 6ng 6 Bén Tre, 6ng chinh trang Chau Thanh
nay dep de; bay gio, duoc cai tri moét tinh 16n hon,
Chau Thanh rong hon, da “co dat dung vo”, ong
muon luu lai mot ky niém dé doi.

Du 4n cua 6ng co6 nguoi tan thanh ma cang cé
nguoi cong kich, song 6ng cuong quyét thuc hanh.

Cdc than hao trong tinh, cac doan thé thuong
mai ky nghé mang tién giup ong, moi quan t6 chuic
Hoi cho, lay tién vo ctra giup van dong truong.

Hoi chg Cdi Rang thau duoc nhiéu tién hon ca
Vi... cO bac cong khai. Nhiéu tho roi géi lén Thong
doc, 6ng chuyén dat xuéng chu tinh “bé tuy nghi”
(A toutes fins utiles). Ong Giraud chuyén lai cho
ong quan: “bé tuong” (Pour information).

May 6ng chu quan

Luc bay gio, Can Tho chia ralam nam quan: Cai
Ring (Chau Thanh), O Moén, Tra On, Phung Hiép
va Cau Ke.

- Né6i bat trong nam 6ng quan dy, ma mot nhan
vién Toa bo goi la “nga vi phan vuong”, 1a Ong Déc
phu su Phan Van Chi, xung dang véi danh tu “dan
chi phu mau” (cha me dan).

Hon muoi nam lam viéc tai Can Tho, 6ng dugc
cdc quan cai tri nguoi Phap kinh né yéu vi, va nhan
dan mén phuc.
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Khong bao gio thién ha don 6ng tho lanh trai
cam nai chudi cua ai, dung noi chi tdi tién bac, va
trong luc thi hanh chuc vu cung nhu doéi xu véi
dong bao, ong that khong hé véi vi tién boi ho
Phan, Kinh lugc Nam Ky, Cu Phan thanh Gian, va
cung xung véi bon chu Liém, Binh, Can, Can vua
Tu buc da ban cho Cu Phan.

Luc bdy gio, vao nam 1934-35, quan Tra On bj
nan cuong hao quay nhiéu, ma lao ac ba “néi danh
mot thoi” con coi 6ng Tinh truéng khong co ki nao
thay, diing ndi chi toi 6ng chu quan nho nhoi! May
ong nay khi cé diéu chi khong vira long lao, 1ao 1én
Sai Gon moét chuyén la 6ng quan ruong trap doi di
lele,lao choi than véi Toan quyén Pasquier kia ma!

Thé ma lao 4c ba hach dich, muu mo, lai khong
lam gi duoc 6ng chuquanho Phan! Visao? Laviong
Nouailhetas, chu tinh Can Tho la nguoi than tin
cua Pasquier, ma 6ng Phan thi dugc 6ng Nouailhe-
tas hiéu biét qua nhiéu.

Thé nén, dau nam trong hang hum, ngoi ké
miéng ran, song nho chinh siach khon ngoan,
chong khong chong, than khong than, chang ai
mua chuodc dugc, thanh liém, cong binh, nhan dao,
khong so ho, nén 6ng Phan van an nhu ban thach.

- Ong Phu Nguyén Van Diéu, chu quan Cai
Rang, la moét nguoi gioi, lanh 1gi, vui vé voi anh
em, ngoi quan nao cung thanh cong, song nguoi
ta néi (toi khong biét c¢6 thiét hay khong), ong
“dé dai” vé6i co bac....
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- Chu quan O Mon, 6ng Ta Trung Cang, anh
Nguyén Van Sung (Cau Ke), anh Truong Van Ngot
(Phung Hié¢p) déu la nhiung vién quan tan tuy véi
chuc vu, nhung khong tranh khoéi va cham véi
cuong hao trong quan, ho duong dau véi 6ng quan,
cot to cho lang xa, tiéu nghié¢p chu va thuong dan
biét rang ta day changkiéng ai, coi 6ng quan chang
ragi,huongholalé dan,chudién nhonhdvahuong
chuc tam thuong.

- Chung to6i dén tham o6ng ba Ta Trung Cang,
ong noi rang ong lam viéc dung phan su thi thoi,
khong an hoi 10, khong xen vao chuyén ai, viéc
hinh viéc ho 6ng déu dua ra toa.

Chung t6i xuéng Can Tho ddng vai ba thang thi
ong Ta Trung Cang déi qua Vinh Long, va anh Phu
Tran Ngoc Thach tu Vinh Long dén thé.

- Quan Phung Hiép la mét quan ngheo, dat
phen, quanh nam cudi thdng nudc ndéi minh
mong, viéng lang phai di bang thuyén may. - Mot
ong cai tong géi mat tho thua 6ng quan, chung toi
s€ noi sau.

- Quan Cau Ke cach Chau Thanh nam muoi cay
sO ngan, ruong nuong tot, gidp ranh voi Tra Vinh,
chu quan laanh Nguyén Van Sung, tit Toa sau Dinh
Hiép ly d6i xudng.

Anh nay cting khd, khong biét an ho6i 19, siéng lo
viéc quan, song lai “thiéu xa giao”, nén vi Hoi chg
Cau Ke kiém tién cho van dong truong ma anh va
cham mot huong chu, do d¢ than tin cua vi dai dia
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chu, dia hat Hoi dong, tuc nhién 1a sanh chuyén voi
ong Hoéi dong dia hat, dai dia chu nay, c6 danh la
“dai duong nhut vung!”

Noi day, toi duoc biét, nam 1933, anh Duong
Van Lau tu Toa I d6i xuéng phu td cho 6ng Duong
Van Hy, chu quan Cai Rang. Lan no anh dén Toa bo
lanh luong, bi vién ké toan Tay lam phdch, anh suyt
danh 16n vdi no, cong chiic Toa bo can mdi thai.

Nhiing nguoi cé chi khi, trong danh du, khong
dé cho ai hiép dap bao gio.

Nhan vién Toa bo

Nhan vién Toa b6 dac biét co hai 6ng phan,
Nguyén va buoc, deo gan 6ng chanh 6ng phd, lap
nhiéu “chién cong”, dugc pho Nao thich lam.

Nhan vién ghé Nao bao nhiéu thi ho ghét phan
Nguyén phan Bugc bdy nhiéu, ma ho cho la bay toi
vua Tru.

Mot khi, phan Pugc khoe v6i toi rang Nao cho
not anh ta tot lam, nhu la “studieux, travailleur,
laborieux, obséquieux...” Toi cuoi tham, va sau do
may thang, Cazenave doi di, Rebouillat d6i lai, toi
noi cdi su hanh di¢n cua phan buogc cho Rebouillat
nghe, anh nay cuoi ngat.

La vi, néu may hinh dung tut “studieux, travail-
leur va laborieux” dong mot nghia la sot sang,
siéng nang, trdi lai “obséquieux” c¢6 nghia la ninh
hot, thi that khong c6 gi ma phai hanh dién.

ek
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Thang ba, thang tu, Cazenave xét thué mon bai
16n xon bi dan chung thua, van phong Théng doc
déianhraBac.

Nao xin yét kién Giraud, 6ng nay khong thuan,
bao phai lap tuc giao viéc cho Pho nhi Guy (Com-
te) de Tarragon (B4 tudc De Tarragon), roi ruong
trap lén duongle le.

Tién dua Nao, phan buoc phan Nguyén 6 lai
Toabo dén sau gio dé tam tinh voi Nao.

Sang hom sau, chung t6i vo S6 thay nhan vién
chuyén tay nhau mot buc hi hoa: Tao Thao qui dudi
dat, hai tay bung mam do cdm bao dang cho Quan
cong, dudi chua moét dong chu: “... Gio bac lanh
lung, (hoi vay chd) quan 16n (co) sap do ni chua?”

Vai ngay sau, to6i nghe chu Hoa, tuy phai pho
Nao, thuat rdng chiéu do phan Nguyén hoi Nao
rang: “Ngoai Bac lanh lung lam, quan 16n da sap do
ni chua?”

Nao dap:

- Vous tuong! Moa tu bén Phap qua makhong co
do ni sao? bay mot ruong!

Toi tin rang buc hoa “ly ky” kia, chac 1a chu Hoa

VeE.

Stra dau nanh
Trén toi co noi vé sang kién trang tri Chau
Thanh cua Giraud Gilliet, 6nglai cung ba vg va chu
bép 6ng, nguoi Bac Viét, nau stta dau nanh.
Bita no, 6ng moi than hao Phap Nam, nam nttva
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cong chuc dén dinh nghe 6ng ndi chuyén vé cong
dung ctia dau nanh (soja).

Trang su Valéry ngoi ké bén toi, thinh thoang
ngo Giraud Gilliet ma cuoi, khong biét cdi cuoi cua
vala cuoi tan thuéng cé cam tinh hay cu6i mia mai.

N6i chuyén xong, 6ng moi moi nguoi dung mot
tach, hodac mot ly stta dau nanh mdi nau, con néng
hoi. Muon cho ban mui dau nanh, 6ng bo thém vo
mot chut ca phé.

Va ong khuyén khich trong dau nanh, ban sta
dau nanh...

Thuyén chuyén chanh, phé chu tinh

Cazenave doi di, Rebouillat dén thé. Anh nay co
bang Luat khoa tién si, thao van tho hay, lam viéc
dang hoang, song co6 tanh “meo md” chut dinh.

Thay cach 4n mac qud sang cua phan Buoc, anh
hoi toi luong bong ciia Bugc bao nhiéu. Toi dap:

- Loi nam sau chuc chi do!

Rebouillat tré moi:

- An xai nhu thé phai c6 s6 luong vai tram dong.

Roi anh doc bai thi nhé bang Phép van:

“L’on voit des commis

“Mis

“Comme des Princes

Tam dich:

Ta thdy nhiumg 6ng tham

phuc trang

nhu 6ng Hoang.
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K

San van dong Can Tho, ban dau dugc dat tén la
“Stade Rivoal”, 1ay tén Thong d6c bay gio, sau nam
1941, dé6i la Stade Pétain, 1a moét thanh cong cua
chu tinh Giraud Gilliet.

Ong dang sung suong trén con dang vinh quang,
bong co linh thuyén chuyén ong noi khac vao 16i
thang chin nam 1937.

O Can Tho, nguoi ta x6n xao ban tan vé vu déi
nay: ké xau miéng théu dét rang vi ong tang tiu voi
mu dam vo anh tay chu tiém cam do, ba chu tinh
xach sung luc di tim ban tinh dich nén vi su si nhuc
do ma ong bi doi.

Ké khac cho 6ng la nan nhan nhitng sang kién
ong, nén thuong cap ganh ti...

Ong budn 1dm, song phai cui ddu tuan thuong
linh.

Tiéc tra tién 6ng duoc t6 chuc trong cdi nha di
patin, noi san van dong. Ong Déc phu Phan Vin
Chi, chu quan Tra On doc mot bai dién van dic séc,
ong Giraud Gilliet cam dong va cdc nguoi Phdp
déu chu y nghe.

Ké bang truong An kiéu 1a Malabarchettiar ngo
it16i bang Phap ngti, tdy cam on 6ng chu tinh, doan
deo vao c6 ong va ba Giraud Gilliet m6i nguoi mot
xau lac vang.

%363k

Ong Lariviére, chu tinh Bac Liéu, 1én Can Tho

thay thé 6ng Giraud Gilliet. Cdp Lariviere - Re-
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bouillat lam viéc dac luc, nhung Lariviére cé moi
mot cai tat la chuyén nao dau to hay nho cung hot
hoanglén.

Ong kém sat mdy 6ng quan, nhan vién Toabd va
huong chuclang, 6ng phé diém 6ng quan Cdi Rang:
Ong dy lanh loi, qua lanh 1i!” (... Il est habile, trop
habile!)

% ok 3%

Mot bira, sau gio toi, toi vira vé dén nha bong tuy
phdi dem dén cho tdi it chit ctia Rebouillat, dan toi
mai sang, toi khong phai lai Toa bo, anh sé dem xe
dén rudc toi di Phung Hiép voi anh.

Chung t6i khong ghé quan, di dén moét noi co
chiéc cano chuc san; xuéng thuyén, nham lang X
truc chi. La vi quan Phung Hiép it c6 dang quan 10,
chi c6 nhting kinh rach thong thuong lang nay qua
lang kia.

Chung toi xét cong nho lang X, s6 tién hién httu
con bao nhiéu, xét thinh linh tuéng dau co két qua
chi, nao ngo xa truéng khai dem géi tat ca s6 thué
va cong nho lang cho cai tong git, vi 6ng co tu sat,
cat tién chac chan hon.

bén nha ong Cai, ong di vang, chung toi danh
phai quay thuyén vé bén ct, 1én xe trd1ai Can Tho,
ngay khdc di xét cong nho lang khac.

Trong luc di thuyén, Rebouillat té y phuc 6ng
chu quan Tra On, 6ng Déc phu st Phan Van Chi,
mot vién quan dai dién xung dang. Song ong biét
mot vién quan khac gioi hon tat ca cac ong chu
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quan Can Tho, luén ca vién quan giéi nhut, ay
la 6ng Boc phu Tran Van Phudc, chu quan chau
thanh Soc Trang. (Il surpasse tous les Délégués
d’ici, méme le meilleur).

Rebouillat néi vé phuong dién hanh chanh,
khon ngoan ma chac la khong dé cap dén phuong
dién thanh liém, dao duc, duoc long dan.

S6m mai hom 4y, nhan vién Toa bo 14y lam la ma
thdy ong pho chu tinh v6i 6ng chu sy Phong cong
nho lang thoat nhién “bién mat”. Cong ching dén
hau va huong chuc téi lam viéc déu phai ra viéc.

Nhan vién doan Rebouillat di Sai Gon, con toi
nghi phép.

Sau Rebouillat noi cho téi hay mét trong hai Cai
tong Phung Hi¢p thua kin véi Lariviere rang ong
quan Phung Hiép, 6ng Phu Trang Van Ngot tham
lam cong nho lang va dat lam cai cau tau trudc dinh
quan khong dang gia 50 dong.

Mot cdi cau tau cay cot chac chan ma khong
dang gia 50¢! Long da con nguoi nham hiém.

Chung toi diéu tra, ong chu quan chang co 16i
gi, ong chi c6 moi mot cdi toi, 1a toi ngheo ma thoi!
That chit ngheo chu dé!

Thé ma Lariviere cung xin Thong déc déi ong
Phu Ngot di noi khdc. Rebouillat hoi téi muon di
Phung Hiép khong. Toi dap: “Thoi dé toi ¢ Toa
b6 cho yén than. Toi khong muon rac réi véi tong
lang, véi nhiing cuong hao 4c ba”.

Rebouillat nghiém nét mat bé toi:
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- Anh dau co 6 Toa b6 hoai duogc, roi day anh l1én
chuc, phai di ngdi quan ntua.

- Chungnao dén do sé hay, con bay gio toi khong
tinh nguyén di Phung Hié¢p cho 6ng Phu Ngot phai
doi di noi khac.

ek

Ké do, Rebouillat dugc thuyén chuyén lam chu
quan Cho Mdi 6 Long Xuyeén, la mot quan danh
cho cong chuc nguoi Phap, nhu Long Xuyén, Hon
Quan, Ca Mau...

Ong phan nan voi cht sy Phong nhan vién.

Ong nay cho do 1a mot tin nhiém cta thuong
cap doi véi Rebouillat, song theo Rebouillat thi tu
dia vi Pho chu tinh ma “xuéng” chu quan ké nhu bi
sut chuc.

Tuan ky luat, Rebouillat di, Beauvais lai thé.

Lariviere cung cudn goéi vé Bac Liéu vi Thong
doc b6 nhiém 6ng Henri Colas, quan cai tri hang
nhut ti Bac vao, lam chu tinh Can Tho la tinh 16n
nhut Nam Ky.

ek

bau nam 1938, toi duoc thang Phu hang ba nho
Lariviere can thi¢p véi Phong Nhan vién, trong
phién nhém Hoi dong thang thudng.

Cung nam 1938, c6 viéc thuyén chuyén chu
quan trong tinh:

- 6ng Phan Van Chi vé chau thanh,

- 6ng Phu Nguyén Van Thiét trén Phong Nhan
vién xuong thé ¢ Tra On;
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- ong Nguyén Van Diéu xuéng Cau Ke,

- ong Nguyén Van Sung lén Phung Hiép,
- ong Truong Van Ngot di tinh khac.
Thélayeén.

Henri Colas

Ong nguoi nghiém nghi, it ndi it cudi, ma khi
ong cuoi thi nhan vién kéu o6ng la “Cop méu”. boi
khi, toi dem gidy to vo ky tén, ong ky roi, giéu noi:
Signé: Corollaire.

Co lan, ong kéu toi bao:

- Anh Dao, anh trinh t6i xem tinh hinh tai chanh
cdclang trong nua tiéng dong ho, ha, ha!

T6i lam mot bang tinh hinh tai chanh 72 lang
trong tinh, thau xuat, chi ton bao nhiéu, va kinh
phi du tru vé “Ich loi chung” con bao nhiéu chua
dung dén.

Hai muoi phut, t6i dem vo.

Ong cam cay viét chi, do tu trén xudng dudi
khong day mot phut, tralai toi, ndi: “bDuoc roi, may
con s6 cua anh dung” (All right, vos chiffres sont
exacts).

Toi cam to gidy trd ra, cuoi tham.

Ong Colas la 1dm, hé ong tin ai thi 6ng tin mai,
ma nghi ky ai thi 6ng kém hoai, quan Phdp, quan
Viet gi cang vay, khong tu vi ai, nhu Marquetty,
chu su truong tién chang han. Moéi lan 6ng moi ho
Mac qua la ho Mac xéu méu, 6ng bao dem s6 sach
ong xem, 6ng van hoi du diéu...
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Hoi lo

Mot budi chiéu, gan nam gio rudi, troi mua lam
ram, dén dién lai tat, chung toi, vai ba cong chuic,
tuu quanh ban cong tap (comptable) Dé tan gau.
Chu beé, tuc goi 1a “mi rép Beé”, vi véc vac nho xiu,
khong cao hon mot dia con gdi nho.

bé noi chuyén httu duyén, thuat rang hoéi anh
chua dau ké todn vién, anh lam tho ky phu trach
thué than ¢ Toa bé Tra Vinh (nay la Vinh Binh),
ngoi gan 6ng phan Ngo lam bo trau.

Mot hom, anh néng dan dén xin 1ap mot bai chi
trau. Ong Ngo lam xong, dem 6ng pho ky tén roi.

Anh nong dan lan lan cdi ho bao moc ra “mot
con dam” (tam gidy bac mot dong) khim num dé
trén ban, goila dén on tra nudc quan 16n phan.

Ttc thi 6ng Ngo tron mat doc, ding rau dé, huoi
tay vuon hét 1én nho nhd, hat moét cai con dam
nhay bay xuong dat: “Hong duoc may, 16 may, hai
dong ché mot dong hong duac, 16 may!

Chung to6i cuoi ngat: ai doi, an hoéi 16 cé von
liéng gi ma noi chuyén 16i voi 10!

Vira ua, 6ng Colas trén lau di xuéng, thay chung
toi dung chung quanh ban cong tdp Pé cuoi om,
ong ghé vo hoi.

Toithuat van tat ong nghe cau chuyén héilé cua
ong phan Ngo, 6ng noi: “Toi biét mot chuyén hoi
16 vui hon ntta kia. Mot khi, Tong truéng Bo kinh té
viéng mot xudng ché tao san pham gi do, Giam doc
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xuong huong dan thuong quan xem khap cac co s6
trong nha may.

“Xong, ong trinh cho Téng truéng mot tap chi
phiéu, noi: “Thua ngai Toéng trudng, xin ngai vui
long nhan mot diéu thudc cho chung toéi dugc han
hanh. (M. le Ministre, veuillez nous faire 1 hon-
neur d’une cigarette).

“May ong biét Tong ngai tra 10i sao khong?

- Xin 16i 6ng Giam doc, toi chi hut xi ga ma thoi.
(Pardon, M. le Directeur, je ne fume que des cig-
ares).”

Ong Colas dut 10i, cuoi he he ra khoi ctia, chung
toi tién 6ng bang cau tho:

Bién lang ndm cdc ho la...

Thuong quan cang lon, xi ga cang tooo!

Chuyén hoi 16 noi sao cho cung; mét 6ng chu
tinh, hinh nhu 6ng Nouailhetas goi do la “mot
binh tram kha” (un mal endémique).

O Can Tho, to6i nghe noi mdy nam vé trudc,
c6 mot ong chu quan, ong ngdi tiéc trén Tra On
ma ong con “quo dua” xuéng dén mam Cau Ke,
ngan chua? Xin thua mau rang dé khong phai la
ong Phan Van Chi, ma chinh nho duc tanh thanh
liém cua 6ng, lam guong cho tong lang, nén dan
chung toan quan Tra On duoc huéng mot thoian
cu lac nghiép.

Va hai 6ng Cai tong déu tu té doi véi lang dan,
nhut la 6ng Cai An Truong Lé Ngoc Di¢p, 1a mot
cong chuc thanh liém, gioi dan.



162 ® BAOVANHOI

Nhac lai, nam 1938, trong cu6c thuyén chuyén
chu quan to tat ndi trén, tong lang dan su quan Tra
On mén 6ng Phan Van Chi, dang don 1én chu tinh,
thinh cau dé ong o lai.

Nhung duong nhu linh thuong cdp danh cai
quan Tra Onla quan tét nhut Can Tho cho 6ng Phu
Nguyén Van Thiét, nén 6ng Colas khong lam sao
dang.

Bura 6ng Phan Van Chigiao viéc cho 6ng Nguyén
Van Thiét r6i qua Can Tho, tong lang va nhan dan
theo dua tu Tra On qua Can Tho dong dao sudt
muoi may cay sO ngan.

Theo 16i cong chuc Can Tho, it c6 cudc biéu
tinh thién cam doéi voi chu quan nhu vay. Trai lai,
mot ong quan Phung Hi¢p hoi con 6 day ong muon
dap dap lam rudng ctia 6ng, 6ng do6i di roi, dan lang
ho bua cai dap onglién!

“Piéu lé vé S6 cong nho
thon xa Nam Ky (1938)

Hoi toi thi Huyén, toi khé s voi deé tai Cong nho
thon xa Nam Ky, bay gio dam nhiém phong cong
nho lang, am hiéu duoc chut dinh, dé gitup huong
chiic va nhan vién Toa b6 lam viéc dugc dé dang,
toi gom gop diéu 1é bang Phap van vé cong nho
lang, sap co thu tu, dich ra Viét van va chu thich,
viét thanh mot quyén sach hai thu tiéng Phap Viét,
nhan la “Piéu 1é vé s6 cong nhé thon xa Nam Ky”
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(Recueil de Textes réglementant les Budgets com-
munaux en Cochinchine).

To6i trinh ban thdao 6ng Colas xem, 6ng tan
thanh, dé cho mot cai tya. Ong lai goi vin tho lén
ong Thuong (Directeur des Bureaux) Toa tu, thinh
cau Chanh phu nang do.

Ong Thuong tra 16i khen tang va cho biét da gisi
thiéuvdi cdc tinh dé ho giao thi¢p ngay véi toi mua
ma dung.

Luc 4y Nam Ky c6 1.277 lang, t6i xuat ban hai
ngan cuoén, chi ban co bon cac (0$40) mot cudn
ma thoi, 161 duoc vai tram dong. Va toi khong co
tai ban.

Nam 1947 (48?), anh Lam Vin Hué lam tinh
truéng Bén Tre, g6i tho xin mua 10 cuén “biéu 1¢
vé S6 cong nho thon xa Nam Ky”, toi tra 1oi van tat:
“Pahétlaurodi, anh oi, va toéi khong cé in lai ntira”.

%33

Hoi 6ng moi xuong Can Tho, moi lan déu gia
cong dién, ong Colas di véi toi, chac 6ng muodn
xem co gi am muoi khong. Chung ong tin nhi¢ém
roi, ong giao cong viéc ay cho ong Pho, doi khi, toi
di mot minh xuéng quan, va 6ng quan chu toa cudc
dau gia.

bivéi toi, co lan Colas chi mot cai nha ngdi bén
duong, ba cén, cti nhung sach sé. Ong hoi:

- Theo anh, chu nhan nha dé giau chang?

Toi dép:

- Co1é du an ch6é khong giau.
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Ong noi:

- Ngoai Bac, nguoi nao duoc cai nha nhu vay,
trong nha c¢ it lam cang nam ngan dong.

- Trong Nam chung t6i, cé cau cham ngon:
“Song duoc cai nha, thac duoc cai mo”; luc sanh
tién, ta thuong stra sang cdi nha minh 6 cho sach sé
vén vang, mac dau trong nha khong tién ciing vay.
Lai cuing xay dap mot cdi mo phan tot dep 4m cung
cho cha me, hodc tao trudc sanh phan cho minh,
ddng khi minh nam xuéng, con chdu khoi ban lo.
Cho nén, chung ta thay cai nha nhu vay, chua chac
chunhan cé tién du gia trong nha.

Ong Colas chu y nghe, thinh thoang gat dau.

Tanh 6ng duong bat chdp khach sao. Ong di
viéng Cau Ke voi toi, dén nha viéc, Chu quan, Cai
tong, Hoi dong va huong chuc don tiép, ong vé
qua lé duong, md nut quan ra dai, xong mdi bat
tay tu nguoi.

Cdch ong lam viéc cung vay, khong cau né
nhiing luat 1¢. Vuong Hong Sén 1a bi tho 6ng thuat
rang co lan, buc vi luat 1¢, ong gio hai tay lén troi,
kéu rang: “Mién la toi duoc lam Toan quyén 24
tiéng dong ho, 1a toi huy bo tat ca luat 1¢!” (Qu’on
me nomme Gouverneur Général pour 24 heures
etj’abrogerais tous les textes).

Ong lai thang thidn dén muc quy bi mat Chanh
phu cdp cho 6ng dung, thang nao 6ng xai khong
hét, ong bao Phong ké todn lam linh thau ngan
(Ordre de recette) ong tra lai cho kho bac.
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Vi gia dinh & bén Phap, cho nén bén nay buon,
ong cting c6 nhan tinh chut dinh va moét vai co loi
dung hoan canh ma toan lam dp phe, song gap phai
ong boc phu Chi lam chu quan chau thanh kiém
Pho chu tinh, ho khong cay go gi dugc.

%33

Khi kia, toi véi De Tarragon dau gid cong dién
dudi Cau Ke, anh Phu Sung dai com. Chung 4n
trang miéng, ba quan don mang cau Xiém. Lan dau
tién, De Tarragon mdi thay trdi nay hoi trai gi, co
tén Phap ngtthay khong. Ong quan quén lung, chay
di hoi ba vo. Toéi cho anh di khuat, téi mdi noi nhoé
voi De Tarragon: “le corossol”. Chung anh Sung
tré lai, ho Do ra dau néi: “Thoi toi biét roi, no lale
corossol”. Chung toi déu cuoi.

Lai moét bita, 6ng pho Beauvais di dau gia cong
dién 6 O Mon. Ong quan moi com; trudc tién, an
banh xéo. Beauvais hoi tai sao ma kéu banh xeo.
Chung téi cat nghia rang ban so dé mé vo chao
cho néng, réi do bot khudy 1éng vo, bot kéu tiéng
“xe0”, lay cai tiéng ay ma dat tén cho banh.

bén tuan trang miéng, Beauvais thdy toi véi ong
quan cam dao got xoai 4n tit miéng, ong lac dau,
dung tay 1ot vo trai xoai tro troi, roi cam can an,
gam hot xong lay khan lau miéng, lau tay, cuoi néi:
“Hai 6ng an nhu vay khong may ngon, t6i an nhu
vay moi thich cho!
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Lap s6 Cong nho lang

Nam quan Can Tho chialam 72 lang, balanglon
la Truong Thanh, quan ly Cai Rang, Thoi Thanh (O
Moén) va Tra On quan Tra On.

Mo6i nam, 16i thang 11, chung t6i, nhan vién
phong cong nho lang, lo lam s6 cong nho. Thuong
thi xa va bién lang ho cho nhting con s6 thau xuat
“au”, ho tang sO thau dang tang tén phi, nhut la
phu cdp huong chuc, luong bién...

Vay minh phai bot xuéng vira phai va trong
khoan “Ton phiich loi chung” (Dépenses d’intérét
commun), nhu tu bé mot con duong di ngang qua
nhiéu lang, minh cho lang giau chiu nhiéu mot
chuit va mién cho lang nghéo.

Bién lang ghi s6 than xuat bang viét chivao ban
thao cong nho, chung t6i ldy gom xéa va cting dung
viét chi ma sua doi; chung “coi duoc” roi thi viét lai
bang muc, doan trinh 6ng chu tinh pheé.

Xongroi, géive langlam bén sao, ong phd ky tén
dé thi hanh. Nam nao, chu bién lang cting xin tdng
tién gidy muc, luong bong..., huong chiic, tang phu
cap. Chung to6i khong thé lam vira long tat ca moi
nguoi vi hué loi lang c6 han va thué vu thau khong
hét, thau it ma xai nhiéu thi lam thé nao duoc!

Lang c6 s6 cong nho cao nhut la Tra On:
57.000% (bang 6 triéu bay gio) con lang nhé nhuit,
cong nho it nhut, la lang Phu Ly, s6 cong nho von
ven c6 812 dong.
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Lang nay da s6 dan la nguoi Mién nam tron
trong lang bong Thanh, va nhiing tén phi, nhu phu
cap huong chuec, cac lang kha gia phai dang tay ra
chiu ddng mdy 6ng an ma di lam viéc.

Nghe noi, hoi doi Nouailhetas, 6ng nay xin véi
Thong doc sap nhap Phu Ly vo bong Thanh cho dé
bé lam viéc.

Nhung huong chic Mién va dan su trong lang
cu dai dién 1én tan Nam vang thinh cau vua Siso-
wath can thi¢p voi Thong d6c Nam Ky chdp thuan
cho Phu Ly 6 vao tinh trang ct. Va Phu Ly khong
sap nhap véi bong Thanh.

Ban so, lam 72 cuén cong nho, 6ng chu tinh cap
cho chung toi thu lao 72§, méi lang chiu 1§, sau ké
tiunam 1940, 6ng cho 144$, mo6i lang chiu 2¢. Nhan
vién Phong cong nho chung t6i chia nhau s6 do.

Viét bo thué

O Toa b6, cudi nam c6 1é viét bo thué. Ciilay ban
cuchéplai,bo dién thé khong co gi thay déi, chi tru
b6 thué than, trau bo, ghe song thi thém hoac bét.

Vaybo ctico sttadoiroi thi ong phd hoac ong phan
Nguyén, chu su phong thué vu phan phat cho moi
nguoi mot phan ma chép thanh bo mai, tu Huyén,
Phu, tho ky di chi tuy phai 6 Toa b6 déu co phan.

Chép xong, nap quyén, o6ng pho dinh thuilao cho
moi nguoi tuy chuc tudc, tuy phai dugc vai ba chuc,
tho ky ndm bay muoi, Huyén Phu chu sy, Cong tap
100, 120$.
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Va s6 tién thu lao 4y do lang Tan An (lang so
tai Can Tho) xuat cong nho tra trudc va doi lai
caclang.

Mot ndm, nhan vién chép bo gan xong, chi con
nam ba nguoi chua roi, ¢6 1é ho tung tién nén yéu
cau toilap danh sach trinh cho 6ng pho cap thulao,
roi truyén xa Tan An xudt cong nho phat cho anh
em xai.

Congviéc gan xong, phan Nguyén chay lén thua
voi Colas rang néu phat thu lao thi su tu bo sé tré
nai vi ho khong thich chép nta, vay phai dinh chi
su phat tién cho dén khi nao ho nap tat ca bo thué
sé phat.

Colas doi toi lén quo. Toi té bay chi co mot so it
chép chua xong, ma ho cam két sé chép roi mau le.

Rot cudc, Colas nhut dinh phat tién cho nhung
nguoi chép xong, con nhuing ai tré thi... cho.

Thay Nguyén Thé Con ngay thuong khong may
ua phdan Nguyén, cho la toi thang loi

Bong thay Hudn bén kho bac qua “sanh giac”
v6i phan Nguyén, vi kho bac lo viéc thau thué, sao
lai khong cho huong mot phan “chép bo”.

Colas xu6ng hoi lam gi ma om téi thé? Thay
Hudn tra 10i nhu vay roi két luan: “Khi nguoi ta 1ot
da toi thi toila!” (Quand on m’écorche, je crie!)

Rot cudc, Colas xu nam nay 16 roi, sang nam sé
hay.
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Pho cha tinh Philippe d’Hughes

Néu toi nho khong lam thi cuéi ndm 38 Beau-
vais d6ilén Sai Gon lam van phong Thong doc, ong
pho Philippe d’Hughes dén thé.

Anh naytanh tinh nhé nhen, danghi, chung téi goi
anhla“con saurom”vianh ky tén nhu con sau bo.

Mot minh anh di dau gia cong dién, cho, 10 heo,
bén nudc, khong can ai di theo. Anh budc nguoi
dugc thau nap tién lién, roi trua anh 6m vé Toa bo
ca cdp bac, cat vo tu sat, chiéu dém gui vo kho.

Toi thay chuyén 4y lay lam ky, khuyén ong ta:
tién nay la hué lgi lang, dé cho xa truéng ho thau,
mat ho thuong, béi vay cho nén lang moi cit mot
anh xa trudéng coé hang san, phong ngua nhung viéc
bat trac.

Luat 1é khong cho phép bat cu ai, ngoai xa
truong, thau tién lang ma déng vao kho.

Ong pho lam nhu vay la sai phép, dong du,
khong ai mang on, ma mdt thi xuat tién tui thuong!

D’Hughes khong noi gi song cung van 6m tién
vé nhu ci, thanh thu c6 bua anh mat hét 100 dong,
cai mat méo xeo!

Anh lam viéc dg, Colas buc minh, dé quau, vai
ba btta xuéng ray mot lan. Va 6ng pho chi thua:
“Thua ngai duoc, thua ngai phai”. (Oui M. ’Ad-
ministrateur, bien M. ’Administrateur).

Ong kho bac Ordioni
Thém vao do, lao tay kho bac, nguoi Corse,
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tén Ordioni, nho tho, binh hoan luén, tinh than
ban loan.

Lao dé nghi voi Colas, hé xa trudng xin rut tién
lang trong kho ra 500%, thi phai dang vo mot so
thué tuong duong.

Toi cy, noilam nhuvay khong dung phép, vitién
lang, ho c6 quyén xin lanh ra ddng tiéu phi trong
cong viéc lang, thué vu ho phai ran thau, da danh,
song néu cho ho rut mot s6 tién khong du dung at
ho khiéu nai.

Mot hom, toi v6i Colas viéng quan O Mon, 6ng
quoé vé viéc thué vu, chu quan phat cdu noi:

- Ong kho bac cua ngai 1a mét nguoi kho chiu,
thua ngai. (Votre Payeur est un incommode, M.
IAdministrateur).

Colas dap:

- Phai, song 6nglam cho tinh hinh tai chanh kha
hon. (Oui, maisil redresse la situation financiere).

Lao Ordioni khung khung nén chung t6i stta
tén ldo Or-di-o-ni thanh Or-i-di-o-ni (idiot:
ngu, khung).

Thé chién thu hai
Nam 1939, thé chién thu hai bung né, linh tong
dong vién Phap dugc ban hanh, hai 6ng pho nhut,
pho nhi la D’Hughes va Védrines déu nhap ngu.
D’Hughes “anh hung” 1am, run to 14 cay, Colas
duong khinh bi!
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Ducrest ngach “Chef de bureau” ¢ Sai Gon
xudng thé, vi ong co vg, sdu con. Ong lam viéc
cung dang hoang, song ndm 1940 khong ro vi moét
ly do chi, 6ng d6i di, 6ng boc phu st Phan Vin Chi
kiém chuc chu quan chau thanh véi pho chu tinh
(Secrétaire de Province).

K

baunam 1940, Chanh phu Nam Ky sap lai ngach
Huyén, Phu, Poc phu st cho 1én moét cdp, song
khong lén luong, chi duoc gitt tham nién ma thoi.

Tuy nhién, luong béng cu cung dugc xét lai va
luong to6i, Phu hang ba sap lai hang nhi, tir nam 38
la 187%, v6i phu cap gia dinh (vg, bay con) gio 1én
duoc 3038.

Nhung, trudc khi thi hanh chanh sach sap hang
tang luong ay, Chanh phu c6 thai d6 nghiém khac,
xét tdt ca ho so cong chuic hanh chanh cao cdp. Ong
nao khd kha, lam viéc dugc thi gitt dé huéng an hué
sap hang, thang nhit cap, con ai khong lam tron
phan su thi hodc cho nghi viéc, hodc giang cép. Vi
thé, nam ba 6ng Phu, Huyén mat chiic; mot ong Phu
hang ba sut xuéng tho ky thuong hang, that dau!

Chanh phu Phép lai toan mua long nha tri thuc,
chang han nhu cong chtic, bang cach kién thiét nha
cho 6.

Can Tho cat mot cai biét thu nho cho 6ng ké
todn vién, bay gio la 6ng Huynh Vin Hoéa da thay
ong Tran Van Dé thuyén chuyén vé Sai Gon. Cédc
ngoi nha cu, sé truong tién déu tu bo lai, va ho cat



172 ® BAOVANHOI

mot day sau bay can pho mdi cho nhan vién. Hang
rao, ho thu lam bé tong cot tre, ché luc ay sat dau
co nhap cang malam.

e

Thoi ky chién tranh, moi vat déu khan hiém, vai
s0, vo xe, dau xang, dau lua, sat thép...

Chu Co tay 6 Théi Lai (quan O Mon) géi xuéng
tinh mot cai phuc trinh goi la “cong tac vé kinh té”.
Chu tim dugc moét phuong phap dot den rat tién
lgi, 1a chu cat ruot trai mu u ra tung lat mong, roi
cham lua dot cdi tiém tre, mu u chdy no nang (ro
rang, to rang) rat tot.

Ong Colas dem cai phuc trinh xuéng Toa bd,
doc cho nhan vién nghe, rdi phé binh: “Ong 4y tim
thay qua dia cau tronvo!” (Celui-la, il a trouvé que
laterre est ronde).

363k

Nam 1940 1a nam den t6i nhut cho nudc Phap
va Viét Nam chung ta, vi “con ga 6, chon trang mo
nga”, biéu hién nudc Phap, bi con 6 buic can cho toi
boi chang con manh giap.

Muo6n cuu van tinh thé phan nao, Thong ché
Pétain dau hang buc va lap Chanh phu mdi... lich
su con ghiro.

Cong san tan cong
Nam 1941, 6 bong Duong, Nhut Bon d6 bo tur
dat Bac, layly dolahop tac véinha cam quyén Phap
phong thu bong Duong chong bong minh.
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Thua dip nudc Phap suy yéu, Thdi Lan tran qua
Lao xam chiém doi stra d6i ranh gioi...

Nam Ky, Cong san néi lén ddnh quan, mac dau
thuc luc ho chua c¢6 bao nhiéu. Tam Binh bi tap
kich, song 6ng quan Nguyén Phudc Loc voi toan
linh ma ta ddy lui “phién loan”.

O Can Tho, quan Cau Ke ciing bi tdn cong va
cong san co nguoi bi ban chét. Nguoi taxam xi rang
do chi la mot cudc dan canh (mise en scene). Dau
vay, ong Colas ciing danh dién tin 1én Thong doc
xin cho 6ng Phu Nguyén Van biéu, chu quan Cau
Ke, dac cach vinh thang Boc phu su.

Mot chiéu, huong quan lang Phu Huu, quan
chauthanh, cap téc dén bao 6ng Phan Van Chi, chu
quan, hay rang mot bon Cong san chung vai muoi
nguoi, truong co bua liém dén chiém nha viéc, dot
s6 bo.

Tuc thi 6ng quan cung muoi nguoi linh, sung 6ng
day du, di vai chiéc ghe mdy dén lang Phu Hitu, bat
gap mdy ong Cong dang quy tudan lang dién thuyét.

Ong truyén linh bao vay roi hiép voi huong chuic
bat dugc bay anh Cong san, con bao nhiéu chay
mat. Ho bi chd vé Can Tho nh6t vo kham duong.

Co mat tham hoéi ong quan da bat duoc bon
“phién loan” thi ban bé dap xuéng song, chd vé
lam chi.

Ong dap:

- Ho co t0i hay khong dé cho Toa dn xét xut, con
viéc ban giét khong phai phan quan hanh chanh.
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Vi 6ng Phan Van Chi da vinh théng tot buc, boc
phu st ddc hang, nén 6ng Colas nong nhiét dé nghi
v6i Chanh phu ban thuéng 6ng B¢ ngu hang Bac
ddu boi tinh (Chevalier de la Légion d’honneur).

Va trong moét budi 1é long trong, mot toan bo
binh Phdp sau tram nguoi, do mot vién quan tu chi
huy, bong sung chao, ong Henri Colas, nhan danh
Chanh phu Phap, gan huy chuong cho 6ng Phan
Véan Chi.

% % ok

Cung trong thoi ky chién tranh nay, mot nam,
Chanh phu mdé mot cudc lac quyén toan coi Viet
Nam.

O Nam Ky, tinh C4n Tho dan ddu véi s6 gan bon
tram ngan dong, gid tri tuong duong nam chuc
trieu hién nay.

Nhiéu Cai tong ha but quyén hai muoi ngan
dong, dé roi dugce an huéng chuc Huyén ham.

Ké do la Gia binh.

Nam 1941, Thuy su D6 doc Decoux, da thay thé
ong Catroux nam 1940, dén viéng Can Tho va uy
lao cong chuc, than hao...

Céngviéclang
Mic dau trong tinh trang chién tranh, sanh
hoat 6 Can Tho khong mac md, va nam 1941, toi
xudt ban cuén “Congviéc lang”, chi dan cho huong
chuc lam viéc, phan su huong quan, xa truong,
huong than, huong hao, chanh luc bo.
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Cuon nay ban c6 1$50, toi tai ban dang vai lan,
huong chuc hoan nghinh.

b6, néu chung toi song cach thong tha, 1a nho
toi xudt ban may quyén sach va ngudi ndi tro toi
thdo vat, tiét kiém ti dong mdi c6 du ma sau nay
cho may dua con an hoc.

To6i ndi voi vai vi tham phan ¢ Can Tho:

- T6i tha ban mot cudn sach 14y 10i nam ba cac
bac, con hon ngua tay tho lanh ndm bay chuc mot
tram dong tién phi nghia ma luong tam khong
yén dang.

Vuon thay Cau

Thinh thoang chung to6i dat may tré di cho nay
noi no ma choi, nhu chiéu xudéng cau “bac”, ma
nguodi ta tang 1a Tiéu Vang Tau, chia nhut vo vuon
thay Cau.

Thay boan Hutu Cau gioi luat phdp, lam Iy doan
cho nhung ai c6 viéc dén Toa an ma khong muon
trang su.

Thay cé tién nhiéu, cat trong miéng vuon rong
gan con duong chay dai theo rach Cai Khé mot biét
thu lau, nhé ma dep, va dac biét tu b6 miéng vuon.
O Can Tho, Iic bdy gio, hé noi dén vuon thay Cau
la ai cang biét.

Chiéu thu bay, chua nhut, nhiéu nam ntt dén do
ngoan canh, thé khong khi trong lanh.

Vuon trong nhiéu hoa hon qua, may con duong
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trang xi mang dai tam tdp, chay ngang qua muong
con ngay thang, c6 nhung chiéc cau duc xinh xinh.

bacbiét nhut la vaokhoang 23, 24 Tét, mai vang
nd day vuon, bong Zinnia cd may tram cay khoe
mau sac. bung trén nha trong xudng, gié thaéi hiu
hiu, bong hoa dua ddy, minh tuéng chung nhu 6
canh Thién thai.

Lai ddc biét ntta la thay c6 may cay sen Hoa ky,
14 to bang cai nia, bia cong hudt; thay ndi rang thay
ngoi trén 14 sen 4y ma khong chim, 14 khong lung.
La ay nam chat muong, la da trén mat nudc cho
khong vuot 1én cao nhu sen ta. Bong to c6 cai to.
Hot sen rung dudi ddy muong, thay Cau bao phu
lam vuon 10i xuéng mo, dem Ién trao cho thay, thay
dot hét, thay muodn doc quyén lam chu nhan thu
sen 4y ma thoi, khong gay giong cho ai hét!

Thay noi rang thay dem cay sen con tit Buc quoc
vé Viét Nam trong mot cdi lon nho.

Toi quen than vdi thay, toi xin thay vai hot sen
dé trong choi, thay am t mai ma méy nam cung
chua co.

Gan day, toi c6 hoi tham vuon thay Cau ton tai
khong thi duong nhu sau khi thay qua vang, vo con
thay khong co sé thich cua thay nén khong tu bo
s6 vuon, thanh thu canh 4y ngay nay da tiéu diéu.
Gdp khi thuan tién, chung toi sé viéng vuon thay
Cau mot l1an cho biét muc do tang thuong da dén
buc nao, suc nhd cau thi ddy cam khai cua On Nhu
tién sinh:
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“Phong tran dén ca son khé,
“Tang thuong dén ca hoa kia cé nay!”

Vuon Vinh Loc

Chung t6i dugc han hanh quen véi anh chi Boc
phu st Duong Than Hy, cuu chu quan Cai Rang va
luc ayla chu quan Thot Not.

Anh chi tanh hién lanh, thuong moi chung toi
lén vuon Vinh Loc cua anh chi tai lang Binh Thuy,
cach Can Tho bon cay s6 ngan. Ngay chia nhut 1a
cO mat anh ¢ vuon.

Anh laré ong Vo Hiéu B¢, nguoi map map, dang
hoang, Hoi truéng Hoi canh nong Can Tho.

Ngoi vuon Vinh Loc trén hai muoi mau tay, anh
chi vi thiéu nhan céng nén chi trong d6 ndm sdu
mau thoi. Anh trong cam quit, khé, dua, nhut la
quit, chin rdi sac lai ngot nhu duong phen.

Anh chi B6c phu Hy rat mén chung toi, hai toi
cung kinh trong anh chi la nguoi dao duc.

Khéng chiu déi

Cudi nam 1941, anh Tran Ngoc Thach thuyén
chuyén lam cht quan Tha Thua (Tan An), Colas
bao toi di O Mén, toi tu chdi, xin 6ng dé toi ¢ Toa
b6 lam viéc voi ong.

Ong vuia gian, vita ngac nhién, hit ham hoi toi:

Tai sao anh khong ung di O Mon?

- Latai huong chuic d6 kho chiuldm! Ong coi 6ng
Tran Ngoc Thach la mét vién quan thanh liém, rat
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tot voi dan lang, vay ma ho con kiém chuyén thua
gai ong... Toi khong mudn c6 chuyén voi ho.
Phu HO6 Van Xuan tit Long Xuyén déi xuong,
ong Colas cho va lam chu quan O Mon.
*X%

Mot bura chua nhut, chung toi v6i may tré lén
vuon Vinh Loc gap anh chi boc phu Hy, anh tuéng
toi da di O Mon, khong ngd con ¢ Toa bo.

Toi ndi rang toi muon dugc yén 6n, tranh phién
nao cuavién chu quan ma toi da ném qua roi.

La vi, ndm 1936, it thdng sau khi t6i qua Can
Tho, mot chiéu huong quan lang Théi Thuan quan
An Hoéa, tim dén nha toi trinh cai bién lai do toi ky
tén quyén tién cat nha thuong An Hoa, noi rang
nguoi dung trong bién lai xin hoan soé tién ho lai.

Anlam sao? Noilam sao? Lé thi hé thau tién moi
cho bién lai, ma ho cam gidy nay trong tay thi tic
laho da dong tién rdi, bay gio ho trinh bién lai doi
tién lai, vi nha thuong khong cat duoc thi ho quyén
tién dé lam chi!

Sotién quyén co ba chuc bac, maba chucbacluc
dé hon ba ngan hién nay, to6i can rang tra so tién
ay ma dung ly toi khong phai tra! May ma chi co
mot 1an ma thoi, néu ho rung rung doi thi chac toi
phai budclong cho 6ng chu tinh My Tho hay vi bao
nhiéu tién quyén duoc, 6ng da bao xa truéng An
Phudc dong tat ca vao kho.

Do, vi thé ma to6i chan lam chu quan roi, khong
nhan di Phung Hié¢p, ciing khong chiu di O Mon.
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Anh Duong Than Hy cudi noi:

- Chu tron lam sao khai, da 16 vo quan truong,
phai chiu canh quan truong gio bui, hoan canh sé xo6
déy chu di lam chu quan dé ma chiu phién nao nita!

%3k

Tu hoi ching toi xuéng Can Tho dén nay, hang
cay trudc nha da sdu lan thay 14, chung to6i ¢ day da
sau nam roi, trong thoi gian 4y, vui buon lan 1on,
al muon gay su voi minh, am hai minh, Troi Phat
cung che chd cho qua...

Phién nhéom Hoéi dong thiang thuong ngay 19
thang 12 ndm 1941, t6i nho 6ng Colas ma duoc
thang thuong chuc Phu hang nhuit.

Chung t6i mung, malo so.

Mung, vi duoc thiang thudéng, modi thang duoc
thém may chuc bac.

Lo, vi su tién dodn cua anh Doc phu Hy sé thuc
hién nay mai.

K

Chu quan Puc Hoa (1942-43)

Ma that, vao 16i thang sau ndm 1942, t6i duoc
linh tung su 6 Cho Lén, 1a chu quan buc Hoa.

Chinh Duc Hoa la 6 Cong san va nam 1941 vura
qua, xay ra vu quan Nén v6i bép Nhung bi phuc
kich chét 6 buc Hoava Chanh quyén dan ap da doi.

Va nay, toi, mét cong chuc chi muodn lam viéc
van phong cho yén than, lai phai dén mot quan ma
dan su da s6 la nhiitng nguoi qua khich!
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Ong Huyén H6 Vén Si, ph6 cht quan Long Xuy-
én, xuéng Can Tho thé toi.

Lan dau tién, toi thay 6ng Colas gian that su.
Ong dung gitta Toa b, hai tay chéng nanh, dung
thang lung voi tat ca bé cao thudc tam cua ong,
mat may nghiém nghi, nhin thang vao mat toi, noi
giong rén rang nhu vay:

- T6i da bao anh di Phung Hiép, anh khong di,
toi sai anh di O Mon, anh tu chéi, bay gio nguoi ta
cho anh di mét quan rac réi nhu vay, anh thdy chua,
anh thay chua? (Je vous ai envoyé a Phung Hiép,
vous avez refusé; je vous ai envoyé a O Mon, vous
avez refusé; maintenant on vous envoie dans un
sale poste, voyez-vous, voyez-vous?)

Trong cdi gian cua ong, toi thay ro 6ng cam tinh
cung toi, toi chi biét xin 16i 6ng, roi xin phép vai ba
ngay vé Sai Gon ddng yét kién Lespinasse, chu su
Phong nhan vién, ngé hau xin 6 lai Can Tho.

Ong viét cho toi it chi, gioi thiéu toi voi Lespi-
nasse.

Ong nay tiép toi tl té, song khi toi vién ly nay lé
no dang xin & lai Toa b6 mot thoi gian nita, 6ng lac
dau noi:

- Chanh phu daban cho cong chuc cao cap nhiéu
an hu¢, tang luong, sap hang cho 1én mot buc tat
cd, khi nao Chanh phu dung dén 1a phai tuan linh,
ché tu chéilam sao!

“Va anh 1a Phu hang nhut, & Toa bo hoai sao
ddng; anh thanh liém, chung t6i biét, nén to6i méi
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dé anh di buc Hoa la quan can nguoi man can va
trong sach.”

Trua hom ay, toi tim dén nha anh Nguyén Minh
Phdp, luc ay da 1én dén Phu hang nhi, xin anh noi
dum voi Lespinasse.

Anh san long, song anh khong dam hua la sé
duoc.

To6ivé Can Thobao nha toi thuxép do dac, musn
thuyén, vi chac khong con luu lai day dugc nita.

Ong D¢ phu Phan Van Chi thiét tiéc tra dai toi,
da s6 anh em Toabo dén du.

Chung toi 6 Can Tho dung sdu ndm, sanh nam
dua con,lénbabac. Déi di, nhiéu ban than dén tién
dua, cung nhau bin rin.

R

bi quan lan thu nhi, chuing toi lai phai nho nhac
gia toi giup tién dé sam mot chiéc Peugeot cu, di
lam viéc.

bau thang bay nam 1942, t6i vao Toa b6 Cho
Lon, yét kién ong chu tinh Elie Pommez la em
Henri Pommez, cyu chu tinh My tho, ma to6i da
cong suhoi nam 1935-36.

Pommez té bay tinh hinh chanh tri, kinh té...
cta quan buc Hoa, rang o6ng biét toi c6 ho so tot,
ong tin cay noi toi va 6ng yéu cau toi viéng lang cho
thuong, dé y dén moi viéc, thay vi ngoi ¥ sau ban
viét, trong dinh quan.

Toi huia sé c6 gang lam tron phan su.

Toi ra ngoai thim 6ng Poéc phu Chén la chu
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quan kiém Pho chu tinh, 6ng niém no tiép toi va
hua giup do toéi. Nhung khi toi noi dén viéc xin
phép Chanh phu cho to6i dung chiéc xe riéng dé
di chuyén vé cong vu va duoc huong phu cap tinh
theo cay s6 (indemnité kilométrique) thi 6ng noi
kho, rang duong nhu Chanh phu khong muén cho
nhu vay ntta, moi nguoi phai tu lo liéu dé ma lam
viéc...

T6i chdn nan, bung bao da sé noi voi 6ng chanh
Pommez.

Pay, quan buc Hoa

Tiép xuc voi ong Nguyén Huu Hau la cuu chu
quan buc Hoa.

Ong chi t6i xem hai cai ma cua quan Nén voi bép
Nhung trudc dinh quan, phia bén nha buu dién.
Nam ngodi, nghe noi Céng san tuu tap 6 lang My
Hanh, hai nguoi c6i xe dap di tham thinh coi thé
nao. Ai ngo ca hai cé di ma khong vé, lot vao 6 phuc
kich Cong san, bi ho dam chét.

Linh Tay Nam dudi tinh lén dan 4p da doi, dot
nha giét nguoi; 6ng quan Hau quyén dugc 16i 15
ngan dong, mua heo, ga, vit, ruou che dai linh an
tiéu tru Cong san, mai dén cudi nam 1941, trong
quan moi yén.

Ong Hau dua ramot cay dao gam dai do bon téc,
noi do la khi gioi cua mot Cong san tir ngoai rudng
bo vao toan dam 6ng, song mang 6ng chua dut nén
linh bat duoc.



GIOBUIQUANTRUONG e 183

Trén con duong di My Hanh, trong ddm ruéng
can duong, phia htu, 6ng c6 ddp mot cai mo, hé bat
dugc Cong san la dem xuban lién.

To6i hoi néu bat lam mot thuong dan chi bi tinh
nghi thi trong truong hop do, duong su cung bi ban
ntia sao?

Ong dap cuang c6 thé ho vo toi, song phai hanh
dong nhu thé moi mau trit Cong san ddng.

Trong quan yén tinh rdi, 6ng xay cat mot vong
rao dinh quan bang gach, cao mot vdi, chua 16 dé
bén trong chia sung ban ra; trén vach thanh gam
miéng chai dap bé; bon goc thanh cé hai cai “1o
cot” (vong canh) xuyén tam doi dién (diamétrale-
ment oppose). Moi dém, tl sau gio t6i dén sau gio
sang, linh 1én canh trén 4y, ci hai gio 1a d6i phién
gac motlan.

Dinh quan la mot cai nha nho nhé, ké bénlavin
phong, thu nua la trai linh, kho sing dan, ch6 giam
nguoi dé diéu tra. Cung trong vong quan, tan dau
kia, phiatd,lanhabao sanh, chanyvién. Nhom nha
nay thong ra ngoai bang moét cta nhé. Trudc trai
linh, c6 moét cttalén, bén httu nha chu quan ciing cé
mot cuarong, cho chiéc xe quan vo ra.

Vo quan rdi, ba cua dong kin, chung téi c6 cam
tuong la “bi giam trong nguc!”

Ong quan Hau phd huy cdi mo sung, cit mot
ngoi dinh tho Than, hai bén ctra dinh dap doi cau
lién, to6i con nho mot cau khoi dau bang chu buic,
cau kia bang chit Hoa.
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Ong Hau du dinh c4t lai cong s6 Puc Hoa gan
bén dinh quan, song 6ng giao viéc &y cho toi.

Nhan vat

Nha giau tai quan toi dé y ong phan Ct, mot dia
cht c6 sé mia véi... mot cay sung hai nong.

Chinh 6ng la nguoi diéu khién quan Duc Hoa,
trong thoi gian anh phu Luong Minh Trang lam
chu quan, khién anh chan nan xin déi vé Sai Gon.

Nguoi ta don it ai thich 6ng Cu, rang cd 1an 6ng
ham hiép chét mot dua bé gai trong ddm mia, song
nho thé luc kim tién, ton hai ba chuc ghim, chuyén
maoi ém!

Ong xin cho phép 6ng ngt trong quan ban dém;
Cai tong vdi tho ky dong thinh phan d6i, vi nhiing
ké thu 6ng, muodn bat cho duoc 6ng tat phai tan
cong dinh quan.

Mot tuan sau khi toi dén dinh quan, ong sai con
ganh ga vit, khoai dau qua biéu toi. Nhung vi toi da
nghe vé 6ng qua nhiéu, nén téi khong dam nhan,
va chacvile dé ma sau nay ong khong cé thién cam
VOi toi.

Mot nguoi kho chiu nua la 6ng phan Thoi, diéu
duodng, an nodi 16 mang, chiéu chua nhut nao cung
di Sai Gon cd ngua, thanh thu chiéu 4y néu xay ra
nhting tai nan trong quan, nguoi ta danh chd nan
nhan xudng binh vién Cho Ray, ma ban dau thi
bang bo so so, do nhing ban tay khong thong thao.
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Ong Hau bat binh, song 6ng cting giao 6ng Théi
cho tdi, rang: “Chu hay liéu lay...”

Tho ky quan la Duong Van My va Huynh Ha
Thanh, hai nguoi déu tan tuy voi chic vu, nhut 1a
My c6 bang Tu tai, viét Phap van troi chay. Hién
nay, My gitt mot chic vu quan trong trong Tong
Nha quan thué.

Muoi nam sau, 1952, t6i lam Chanh su vu Bo
Tai chanh, moét tho ky tré tudi tén Huynh Ha Tinh
cong suvdi toi, chinh la con 6ng Huynh Ha Thanh.

ot

Quan chia ra lam hai téng: Cau An Thuong va
Cau An Ha, co 11 thon, 69 ngan dan, da s6 lam
ruong, trong mialam duong, don cui tram... Nhiing
dat phen khonglam ruéng dugc thi ho trong thom,
cay gai, ma néu thom khong chiu nua thi dat danh
bo hoang, dung lac moc day.

Cai téng Cau An Thuong, 6ng Mai Tam Kién,
la nguoi nho nha, giéi Han van, an néi cham rai
dang hoang, toi ndi chuyén véi 6ng vai lan la co
cam tinh ngay.

Toéng Cau An Ha, theo 10i 6ng Hau ndi, cuu cai
téng Nguyén Van Vinh khong thich lam viéc ma
thich vg bé hon, cho nén 6ng quan phuc trinh lén
chu tinh, 6ng tinh dong y va Thong doc giai chuc
Cai Vinh.

Trong luc cho doi cu cai tong méi, 6ng Hau
gioi thiéu huong chu My Hanh, 6ng Nguyén Van
Nhung, quyén cai téng Cdu An Ha. Ong nay manh
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mé, siéng ning, vo nghé gidi, can dam, du suc
chong Cong va bat trom cudp, song vi theo luat 1é
hién hanh, 6ng thiéu “hai nam xa truéng” nén chua
dugc thuc thu cai tong, doi 1ap chién cong sé hay.

Suot gan mot nam toi 6 buc Hoa, ong Nguyén
Van Nhung khong lap dugc chién cong nao, khong
bat dugc mot tén an trom nho, thi lam sao ma thuc
thu cai tong duoc!

ek

Mot tuan sau, Pommez voi Doc phu Chan 1én
viéng quan.

Chu tinh cho chi thi nay no, t6i thita dip xin
dung xe nha di lam viéc, 6ng chap thuan va géi lén
toi quyét dinh cho huong thu cdp vé cay so, tem
mua 40 lit ruou moi thang. Trong thoi ky chién tra-
nh, xdngkho nhap cang, xe hoi phai chay bang ruou
loc nudce (alcool déshydraté), voi mot cudn cat né
di chuyén (carnet de marche), dén viéng lang nao
thi bao xa truéng dong dau ky tén.

Hang dudng Hiép Hoa

Toi bat dau viéng cac lang, khéi su tham ong
Georges Dubois, Gidm doc hang duong Hi¢p Hoa
(Société des Sucreries de Hi¢p Hoa).

Ong 1a nha tu bén 100 %, choi than voi Toan
quyén, Thong doc, chu tinh, song cung dé chiu véi
chu quan, tong, lang va khong ha hiép nong dan,
trai lai, may thay xu, tho ky, cong su vién cua ong
dua oai thé 6ng ma hong hach, ma tham nhung.
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Trongluc vo rudt xe hoivaxang nhét khan hiém
ma ba Dubois, mot phu nit tré dep, moi lan di nghi
mat ba Lat thi chiéc xe ba thay bon vé rudt moi
tinh hdo, dem theo hai banh “xo cua” (secours) d6
xdng day thung.

Pho giam doclaPeyrolles, cuing tir té, 6ng huéng
dan toi xem toan thé nha may lam duong.

That lam moét co s6 do so, chia ra lam nhiéu bo
phan, chay luon 24 tiéng dong ho trén 24, chang
ngung nghi luc nao.

Mot bo mia dua vo moét bo phan, bi guong mdy
kéo vao; thoi gian sau, san pham tro ra do nhiéu
co quan khdc: duong thé, duong cuc trang (co may
xan ra tu miéng vuong), duong cat trang, mat mia,
rugu mia... Xac mia va bun dat do hai b phan cua
mdy do ra.

T6i mua mia gia, ghe mia t6i dau chat con kinh
thong vo nha mdy. Va nhiing ai dut l6t cho may
thay xu (surveillant), ho cho can mia trudc, con ai
dén sau hoac khong co 1& mé thi ran cho, mia kho
mat can, hodc c6 truong hop phai khéc han ma dé
mia xudng song.

Dubois voi Peyrolles cé biét tinh canh do
khong?

To6i dinh noi cho hai 6ng ro tinh trang thiét thoi
cta nhiéu nguoi nhu vay, song vi méi dén lo lang
nhiéu van dé quan trong, nén khong kip to bay.

Thay tho nha may may ngan nguoi. Hang cat
trong vong thanh, mot truong hoc, mét au trivién,
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mot binh x4, cu x4 cho nhan vién, cap luong bong
hau, cing quan tam dén van dé thé thao, lap san
quan vot, bong tron, bong ro...

Peyrolles biéu t6i moi thang 401it ruou chay xe dé
di lam viéc; vai 80 lit rugu, toi dung cting tam du ma
moi thang lanh phu cap cay s6 bon, nam muoi dong.

Mot thang sau khi nham chuc, t6i mua mot con
bo thiét tiéc nho dai vai nguoi ban than, cai tong,
tho ky, moi vg chong Peyrolles dén du.

Ké vevat thuc, quan buc Hoakémhon cac quan,
choban nhing ca 6m cd doi, ga vit, thit heo gao va
do kho, do hop, thuong gia di Cho Lon mua vé.

Nhiing néi buc minh

Dan su noi day nhiéu nguoi tanh tinh hung d,
hay thuakién.

Mot hom, t6i kéu mot nguoi tho vo quan hot
toc cho toi. Toi soy khong hoi trude anh ta lay bao
nhiéu tién cong vi, dudi Can Tho, tho chi doi cé ba
cac ma thoi; toi tuéng trén nay mat lam nam cac
la cung. Nao d¢, hét xong, anh doi mot dong nuoi!

Toivirangac nhién, vira tuc gian, hoi saond an mat
qua vay, no co néu gia hay khong. No tra 16i 16 mang
V6i toi it 16i va ném dao quang kéo vo gio ron ron.

Tuy phai toi la bép Hau gian danh né mot bat
tai.

Vai ngay sau, Bién ly Toa dn Sai Gon doi toi
xuong canh cdo toi sao vo co danh nguoi.
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To6i dap rang tén tho doi tién cong qua mac va
hon hao véi toi, tuy phai toi 1a linh gian ddanh né
mot bat tai, ché toi khong biéu danh...

Phudc khong dén hai lan, hoa thuong di c6 cap.

Vé dinh quan chua bét gian va buon, bong 6ng
phan Théi x6ng xdc vo van phong toi, toi chua kip
moi ong ngdi, ong da huoi tay lén chon noi cho mot
thoi dai, nao 1a buc Hoa la moét quan ngheo, luong
bong ong it oi, 6ng phai tim phuong sinh song,
chiéu chua nhut 6ng di truong dua may ra kiém
dugc it tién, ch6 budc 6ng nam nha cho binh nhan
thilam sao ma song ddng.

To6i sung so, nhin 6ng noi:

- Coviéc gi ma 6ng nong lén nhu vay, ong phan?
Ong di truong dua thi di, nao toi c6 noi gi dau ma
ong sung so,duong nhula ong cho to6i chitrich 6ng!

Phdn Thoi con noi vai 1oi nua.

Toi gian lam nhung dan, thao madt cai mat tho
g6i cho chu tinh Pommez. Mot tuan sau, Théi doi
di Can budc va thay diéu duong tén Vinh thé ong.

Nhung nao cé hét dau.

Hoi toi dén lanh viéc, toi cé tang ong chanh
Pommez véi 6ng Boc phu Chan modi nguoi mot
cudn “Congviéclang”, trong cé dang buc thokhen
ngoi cua Esquivillon, quyén Thong doc Nam Ky,
gidi thi¢u cung lang xa.

Toi cting co cho hai 6ng Cai tong mdi nguoi mot
cudn. Hai ong bao lang mua ma dung, tuéng lam
nhu thé cho vui long téi. Téi chi con ¢ vai chuc
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cuén ma ho héi mua dén bon nam chuc, téi khong
con du ma ban. Thé ma t6i han hanh duoc nguoi ta
(c6 1é 1a phan Thoi) thua Bién ly rang toi danh tho
hot toc, ép lang mua sach toi xudt ban.

Pommez tra 16i cho Bién ly, song duong nhu
ong ta khong vui, cho nén trong phiéu diém, ong
phé toi: “thiéu kinh nghiém...”

Théng d6c san ban 6 Puic Hoa

Thang 10, mot chiéu thu sdu, téi duoc Phu Hau
goi dién thoai cho hay, sém mai chua nhut, Thong
doc Rivoal sé 1én buc Hoa véi mot ban than dang
san mo nhéc.

Ong bao toi cho vai nguoi linh di theo hai ngai
dudi chim 1én cho hai ngai ban.

Tam gio mai, hai 6ng lén, moéi nguoi mot cay
sung hai nong. Phu Hau theo bung hop dan.

Vai nguoi linh huéng dan hai ongliép ho di miét
Cau Xang, co ram rap, c6 nhiéu chim.

San dén 11 gio, dugc vai chuc con moé nhac,
Thong doc vé quan giai lao, héi toi vé tinh hinh
an ninh trong quan va su phong thu. Ong ban cua
Thong doc, la mot nguoi Puc, leo 1én thdp canh,
dung nham td hudng, xuéng noi rang néu duogc
maot cay sung tot thi su phong thu htru hiéu.

Hai 6ng khach ra vé, nhung d6 muoi lam phut
sau, mot huong chuc chay xe ngua dén quan bdo
tin chiéc xe Thong doc chét mdy cach quan do
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mudi cay sO, rang ong Hau muon toi goi dién thoai
van phong Thong doc dem xe khac rude ngai vé.
Toi thi hanh 16 yéu cau nay, dong thoi toi dem
chiéc xe “xap 1ét” t6i dén chod xe nam va, moi qui
quan lén, réi toi ve quan.
Motkhac sau, chiéc xe toi ciing vé tdi, tai xé thua
rang xe van phong da dén rudc hai ngai sang xe.

An ninh é buc Hoa

Phong trao Cong san 6 buc Hoa da lang diu,
song trom cudp noéilén nhu ruoi, cach vai dém xay
ramot vu cudp. Lavi quan buc Hoa trén giap ranh
Tay Ninh, dong can quan Hoc Mon, tay ké can Thu
Thuta, ma ranh gi¢i chung véi quan nayla song Vam
Co bong.

Dai theo song Vam Co6 bong, phia Thu Thua la
mdy lang My Thanh Dong, Binh Thanh, khi ho co
gay, dung dé moc day, 1a 6 trom cudp, khong ai dam
1éo hanh tdi day.

Thanh thu, bon cudp “an hang” bén buc Hoa
ro6i buém veé bén ém ru, khong ai lam ron chung.

Ma thuong la nhitng nha kha gia 6 cac lang Ptic
Hoa gidp ranh hai quan Thu Thua va Héc Mon bi
dao tac khudy nhiéu luon.

Quan buc Hoa rong 16n nhu thé ma chi c6 hai
cdi bot, mot ¢ tai quan ly, thay doi xép cai quan
muoi may nguoilinh, mét 6 Hi¢p Hoa, s6 linh ciing
tuong duong.
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Mobi chiéu, toi cho mét toan linh bon nam nguoi
mang sung mut, dap xe di tuan theo duong qua My
Hanh gan toi Hoc Mon, hodc trén dudng xuéng
Huu Thanh, t6i bén do trén song Vam Co, qua Tan
An. Hodc chay vé nga Tan Phu Trung, hodc xuong
Cau Xang huong vé Cho Lon.

Gap troi mua, toan tuan tiéu vo nha viéc ma
dut, khi nao méi chon ho cting kiém nha quen nghi
ngoi, thanh thu linh t6i khong bat duoc mot tén an
cudp nao ca, trong nhting cudc di tuan nhu vay.

Va lai, bon cudp dai gi ma ddnh may cdi nha gan
duong caivaho cé cholinh téi moi rut dau!

Tuy ndi vay ché c6 mot dém mo hoi mot danh
gan quan, cach do mot cay s6 ngan: an cudp qua
long dam danh gan dinh quan!

Toi bao thay doi xép bot cat linh di ti€p cuu,
thay khong dam thua rang s¢ Cong san thi hanh
ké “diéu h6 ly son” (du cop ra khéi nui), minh cho
linh ra ngoai, ho thura co chup quan thi nguy.

Tiéng mo hoi mot cang thuc giuc, toéi khong thé
chiu duoc, bao chu cai dat vai nguoi linh can than
toi do xem sao. Tiéng mo dut, bon cudp budm,
toan linh vé phuc linh!

Dudi tinh cho 6ng 4ch Muoi lén, luu dong bao
vé an ninh trong quan. Ong nay lun map, vui tinh,
mang cay “Colt” ke ke bén hong. Mot dém, 6ng
hiép véi linh bat ém dugc vai tén cudp va Cong san
trong mot 6 gan bién gioi My Thanh Dong, tém
duoc may gia gao, sung, dao gadm va tang vat, nhu
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dong ho, noéi dong... bon cudp lay noi nha ho danh
gan quan thang trudc.
%33

Cai tong Nguyeén Van Vinh da bi giai chic khong
dung cay sung luc Mauser 6ng nua, 6ng dem biéu
toi.

Toi xin phép sam sung dé tu vé, S6 Mat tham
cap cho toi cdi gidy phép mang sung, chu san dam
Jaequot tang t6i muoi may vién dan 6,35.

Thinh thoang, vao 16i nua dém, Jacquot di chiéc
“traction” nhé cua va dén vo ctra moi toi di tuan.

Toi lay chiéc dén pin, thu cay Mauser, di dao
mat voi va moét vong, do hon nua tiéng dong ho va
tra toi vé quan.

Nguoi ta noi san dam Jacquot nay doc ac lam,
trong luc dan 4p Cong san, co6 1an nguoi ta thay va
liéng ca con nit vao dam ltra hong! That 1a ghé tom
cho tén thuc dan Jacquot!

bau xanh nao da toi tinh gi!

To6i viéng lang, hoi tham dong bao phong thu
trom cudp thé nao, ho trao cho t6i xem mot cay
sung bang cay, son phét rat dep, ban bang mot muai
tén sat thay vién dan, nam trong long sung. Hé ta
bat co 1a soi day thun bung, ddy cay tén do hong
sung mara ngoai.

Toi dung trén thém nha mot ong dia chi, nham
nhia cay cau cach do chung ba muoi thudc, roi bat
co. Cay tén gam lut vo than cay, ho phai lay kém
giut ra maéi ndi. Ghé thay, néu co nhiéu sung nhu
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vay, nhting nguoi can dam chéng cu bon cudp nao
co kho chi.

Ong Hoa thugng lang Biic Hoa

La Phat tu, toi kinh Phat trong tang. Sau khi
nham chuc dugc vai tuan, toi dén chua 1é Phat
viéng thay.

Lang buc Hoa cé moét ngodi chua to, nhiéu cot
Phat, duong nhu c6 hué loi nhiéu, hiéu chua la gi
lau qua toi quén, ong Hoa thuong tru tri phap danh
la chi toi cting quén noét, chi nhé tén 6ng la Lé Van
Théap ma thoi.

Onglun, map, to khong khac gi cai chua cua 6ng.

Buia toi viéng chua, 6ng dang nhap that, toi lay
Phat xong, dén trudc cua sd cdi thit bai 6ng. Ong
mac do dai 1€, 4o ca sa, d6i mao, chép tay chao toi.

Vai tuan sau, 6ng qua dinh quan dép 1¢é, ky My
hoi: “Ong an gi ma map vay ong?

Hoa thuong cuoi.

Toi luivai balan, mot hom, 6ng to that luc trudc
ong Phu Hau co dé nghi Chanh phu ban cho 6ng
Kim khanh hay Kim tién; 6ng trong hoai khong
thay két qua, gio ong thinh cau t6i nho chu tinh
nhac nhé Chanh phu xem sao, hodc la toi lam dé
nghi khac.

Toi giut minh, ngac nhién, vi lan dau tién toi
moi nghe mot nha su, dai dién Duc Thé Ton hodng
duong chanh phdp, ciu d6 nguoi qua bo giac khai
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bén mé, dut bé Tham San Si tam doc, ma noi
chuyén cau xin moét chut hu danh!

Toimuoén thotvailoicanh tinh 6ng, songlaingai
ong da tham lai si, bay gio nghe nhting 10i khong
thich y ma 6ng néi san lén, thi that la “tron goéi”!
Ong sanh phién nao, 6ng dac toi, ma toi la nguoi
gay phién nao cho 6ng, toi cing ganh to6i phan nao.

Nén toi lai thoi, tra 16i xui xi rang, toi bi nhiéu
viéc khong ranh, 6ng Phu Hau bay gio “gan mat
troi”, co thé luc hon, nha su nén nho 6ng Hau nhac
Chénh phu thi “chac an” hon.

Hoa thuong kiéu toi ma ve.

bém 4y, toi khong chop mat, nghi mot ké lam
toi Phat ma doi deo mé day lung lang trén nguc lam
cho ké thé ho cuoi, thi sao cho xing dang thay mat
Phat hoang hoa chung sanh!

Quéc gia kich doan

Thué 4ay, Chanh phu Phap ¢ Nam Ky s¢ Nhut
Bon, da d6 bo 1én bong Duong, gianh anh hudéng
cua Phdp doi véi Viét Nam dan toc, thi hanh vai
cdi muu mo nho nhé nhu tang luong, cat thém nha
cong chuc 6, nhu trén to6i da ndi trong khoang thoi
gian to6i 6 Can Tho.

Thu nua la tuyén truyén ra ngu bang cach lap
mot ganh hat nhan la “Quoc gia kich doan” giao
cho 6ng Nguyén Thanh Piém, mot ky nghé gia &
Vinh Long, lam bau ganh.
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Kich doan chi vén ven c6 hai tuéng, c6 nam Phi
lam dao chanh, mot tuéng dién 16p Nguyén Anh
bon dao truéc Nguyén Hué, cong chia Ngoc Anh
(?) tréon chay trén moét chiéc thuyén trén song
Dong Nai, bi Tay Son ban chét, Nguyén Anh cung
hai bo tudng chay vao chua, nho nha su tru tri bay
ké, cho lén ngo6i trén ban tho gia lam ba cot Phat.

Tuong thu hai dién 16p Nguyén Anh giao Hoang
tu Canh cho buc Cha Ba ba Loc (Pigneau de
Béhaine) dem vé Phdp cau vién véi Phap hoang.

Saukhi dién ¢ Can Giudc va Can budc, Quoc gia
kich doan 1én buc Hoa dién hai déem.

bém dau hat trong dinh thau hoach dugc 5128,
chu tinh Pommez cho la mét két qua kha quan.

Phong trao thé thao
San van déng buc Hoa

Nhac lai, ndm 1940, xdy ra vu tranh chap ranh
gidi Lao Xiém, ké Cong san ndi lén tdn cong quan
bot, Chanh phu Phép lo so chu nghia quéc gia dan
toc Viet Nam bung day, nén giao cho Ducoroy la
quan tu hai quan (Commandant de vaisseau) lap
ra mot phong trao khée manh, kién tao van dong
truong trong moi tinh moéi quan, va ta phai ghi
cong Giraud Gilliet 1a nguoi co sang kién di trudc
phong trao.

Nguoi ta noi rang van dong truong Tra Vinh
khong kém phan déc sac; ong chu tinh cho cat hai
cdi khan dai, mot day mat vé hudng tay, mot day vé
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hudng dong, thanh thu dau co cudc biéu dién trén
san sém mai hay chiéu, quan khach cting khong bi
nang doi vao mat.

Hoi thang bay, toi méi ddo nham buc Hoa thi
thay hai truong tién dang ché dat ruong dap san
van dong. Lam tu thang bay dén thang 12, nam
thang chan choi, moi xong san banh, san quan vot,
“bit” (piste) chay bo, dat nhiing dung cu thé thao,
thanh ngang (barre fixe), thanh song song (barres
paralleles), thang xién, thang ngang, vach dung

Thinh thoang, 6ng Gaudry, thanh tra tiéu hoc
lién tinh vo6i 6ng Nguyén Van Yén, thanh tra tiéu
hoc Cho Lén, 1én xem cong viéc tién trién va rat
hailong.

bé khuyén khich thé thao, toi bé vao quy thé
thao vaxa hoi tat ca so tién phat va xe do chd nang,
dau sai phép, nhitng vu danh 16n, chtii 1on, say ruou
ngoai duong...

Moi thang, toi moi mot nhan vién Toa bo 1én
hiép cung t6i véi 6ng Cai tong md hop thé thao va
xa hoi, lap bién ban, chia phan nua tién cho quy xa
hoi, phan nua cho thé thao.

V6i s6 tién 4y, vai tuan mot lan, toi t6 chuc
nhtng cudc tranh tai chay bo, ném ta, nhay cao,
nhay xa...

Chay bo¢ thi tu buc Hoa lén Hoa Khanh, duong
lén Hiép Hoa, bon cay s6 ngan; ttquan di My Hanh,
duong di Héc Mon, nam cay so, hoac tir quan di
Cau Xang, duong vé Cho Lon, bay cay s6 ngan.
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Hoi tuéng lai may cuoc dua &y ma long cam thay
vui vui... S6m mai chia nhut, thanh nién méy lang
can quan tuu dén ca tram vao 16i sdu gio, hang hai,
manh me.

Thay Vinh, y t4, r6 nguc tu anh, xem tim dap
diéu hoakhong roi cho sap hang.

Mot tiéng coi tréi lén, may tay dua khoi chay véi
mot toc luc khd mau; nam phu lao d4u hai bén duong
vO tay cO vo.

Nho nhung cudc té chuc thé thao 4y ma toi
tim dugc hai nhan tai chay bo, Cao Kim Thach voi
Nguyén Vin Bo 6 Luong Hoa. Cao Kim Thach sau
colan doat giai chay bo ¢ Sai Gon.

363k

Khanh thanh san van déng

Van dong truong buc Hoa kién tao xong, chu
tinh Pommez dinh ngay 19 thdng 12 nam 1942
khanh thanh. Ong moi Ducoroy, mdy 6ng chu tinh
ké can 1a Tan An, Tay Ninh, may ong chu quan, cai
tong Cho Lon...

To61i phai lo nu6i 300 thanh nién Cho Lén va hai
tinh kia trong hai ngay 17, 18 d¢ ho tap dot dang
ngay 19 biéu dién. Lo an uoéng, chd ngu, nudc tam.
Toivan dung 6ng cai quyén Cau An Ha huong chuic
lang buc Hoa, linh quan, mua hét la ve, nudc cam,
x4 xi hai cho buc Hoa va Hi¢p Hoa.

T6i mua sau con bo con, tam con heo véi mot
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sO nhiéu ga vit. Toi trut hét quy thé thao, tong lang
chiu mot phan, tinh cang chau cap cho mét phan.

Ngay 19-12, mot ngay quan trong dang ghi
nhd cua quan buc Hoa, khong kém ngay 12-11-
35, Thong doc Pages viéng quan An Hoa, hai ngay
kho nhoc cho chu quan, bao tham tha lam anh dan
dung bén ve¢ duong xem choi con suéng hon lam
ong quan so [ trong quan, cuc kho nhiéu bé, ca tinh
than 1an thé xac.

To6i khong nhd tat ca chi ti€t nén khong ta dugc
cuoc 1é ti mi noi day, chi thuat tom téit: tam gio,
quan khach 1an luot dén; 8 gio 15, toi doc dién van,
Ducoroy dap tir, ké thanh nién biéu dién nhiéu tro
thé thao; hoc sinh 16p nhut16p nhi truong buc Hoa
sap chu SV b b H (San van dong buc Hoa).

Cuoc 1é cham dut vao hoi 11 gio, toéi moi quan
khach dung banh rugu. Pommez v¢é tinh véi Boc
phu Chan, con cac 6ng Pho Nguyén Van Tri,
Gaudry, Yén, Bay, hi¢u trudng truong Phu lam, cai
tong, thoky, gido vién... thanh nién, hoc sanh dung
com vOi toi.

Hai gio ruoi chiéu, 1é khanh thanh két thuc bang
mot tran tuc cau giao hao gitra doi banh Hiép Hoa
voi Hoi Stade Militaire (?) ¢ Sai Gon lén. Hai doi
dong tai dong suc dd rat hay, rot cuoc Hiép Hoa
Sport thang mot ban (1-0) nho anh tay lai Guich-
ard nha may Hi¢p Hoa ban banh vo ludi.

bau thdng giéng, ky hau hoi, Pommez hdi may
ong tong cac quan ho thay cudc khanh thanh san
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van dong buc Hoa thé nao, may ong dong thinh
cholakét qua kha quan.

Mua dau phéng

Ngoai may vuon mia la thé san chanh cua buc
Hoa, nha vuon con trong dau phong, hot to, nhiéu
dau, hap véi dat cat pha. Moi nam, san xuat mot s6
luong dau phong dang ké.

Nam 1942, khong hiéu hang duong Hiép Hoa
lam trung gian cho 10 dau nao hay ho mua dang
xudt cang, ma ho cat nhiéu nha chia dau phong va
nho tinh truéng khuyén khich nong dan ban dau
phong cho Hi¢p hoa.

Vaiba tuan, Dubois dem dén goi toi ca triéu bac,
gidy mdi tinh hdo, vira 14y trong ngan hang ra, dé
tratién dau, hé canroilatratiénlién.

Bon trung tam san dau: buc Hoa, buc Lap, Tan
Phu Trung va Hiép Hoa. Moi chiéu, nguoi dai dién
hang can dau roi, dén quan cho toi biét da can
duoc bao nhiéu ki, s6 tién mua bao nhiéu toéi lién
dua tién, bao ky tén vo s6 roi dem tién tra cho nha
vuon. Loi bon gio rudi, toi co du may so luong da
mua. (Hiép Hoa goi dién thoai t6i, con ba noi kia
thi huong chuic chung kién dap xe dén quan cho toi
biét), toi yéu cau vién chuc phu trach kinh té tai
Toa b6 cho Pommez hay.

Co6 hom, bon noi can duoc bay tan, bita khéac
nam sau tan khong déu. Can duoc mot thoi gian vai
thang thi hét dau.
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Nan lut

Quan buc Hoa la mot trang cat nghiéng vé phia
httu ngan s6ng Vam Cé bong. Mua nudc 16n, song
nay tran lén ngap ruoéng mia, lam cho mia va cay
trai ven song hu hai it nhiéu.

Nhut 1a cay mit do chiu nudc, hé goc bi ngap vai
ngay la chét ngay.

Connudc thang chin nam 1942, quan Tha Thua,
mia bi hu hai, 6ng chu quan cung t6i véi mot Ban
bién di thuyén may chay doc theo song, dang udc
lugng thiét hai bao nhiéu.

Troi mua phat phat, “trang xo0a trang giang
phang lang to”. T6i mac 40 mua dung trudc mui
thuyén trong hai bén bo song, mia toan lamia, dam
thap dam cao, ch6 nao hu hét thi 14 mia thui den,
nhung noi dat xdu khong trong duoc gi thi lau lach
ramri, gi¢ thoéirirao, chgt nhé dén cau:

“Vil6 hiu hat nhu mau khoi tréu”.

Chung t6i xuéng thuyén noi bén Huu Thanh
(buc Hoa) roi di doc theo mé song dén gita trua
toinhaviec My Thanh Dong (Tan An) trénbo song.
An qua loa ga quay banh mi, uéng soda, nghi mot
giayrdilai xuong thuyén vé buc Hoa, dén quan vao
16i tdm gio t6i vi mac mua trén song.

Com da don san, ching t6i an uéng han huyén,
roi 6ng quan Tha Thira 1én xe hoi bon quan.

Truyén ky, than thoai
Gidpranhvéi Tay Ninh, bo song Vam Conoibén
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do, nudc trong leo 1éo. Cach day vai ngan thudc,
thién nhién tao mot cai ho, dién tich do mét mau
tay, trong ho moc hon tiéu dao, trén dao thé nhan
cat ngdi miéu nho tho ong Ta, do 1a ddu vét nguoi
Mién dé lai.

Tuc truyén rang 6ng Ta linh lam, hé ai co ct chi
va loi noi xuc pham dén 6ng, 6ng hanh xac cho dau
om.

Trong moét rung tram ¢ Luong Hoa, gan song
Vam C9, séng moét con ran hé cut duoi rat doc,
nhung nguoi di nom, rui ném nham no, tho tay vo
nom, tuc thibi né cdn s6i dom chét tai cho.

Ho sg qua, kéu tungla “Ong cut”, tranh khu vuc
n6 6 khong dam bat cd noi do nua.

Sucvat

boi khi, nhan dip di Cho Lén Sai Gon, luc vé, toi
ghé chg Ba Hom, lang Binh Tri bong, quan Chau
Thanh, quan sat viéc nudi heo giong.

Quan buc Hoa san xuat nhiéu ngua tot, lam
nguoi nuoi ngua dua co hang.

Vaol6ithang 11, nam 1942, t6i t6 chiic mot cudc
trién lam ngua 6 Hoa Khanh.

Gia dinh 6ng Pommez, 6ng Vittoz, chu sd thuy,
vai ong thu y nguoi Viét, tong lang, chu ngua dén
du dong dao.

Budi 1é chdm dut bang mot tiéc ruou banh.
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Cu dat huong chuc

Tuy noi day su cu dat hoi té khong dén noi gay
gonhu 6 An Héa, song moét vai chuc nhu xa truong,
ho ctuing tranh nhau kich liét, ddm ton tién.

Viéc cu xa truong lang An Ninh, 6ng Cai Mai
Tam Kién tong Cau An Thuong do dau dé tu ong,
nhung da s6 huong chic khong chiu vi mac dau
nha giau, ung cu vién kém hoc thuc, c¢6 thé bi may
ong bién lang lanh xdo qua mat.

Ong Cai cau cuu vdi toi va trao cho toi mot goi
bac, tuong duong s6 luong toi. Toi khong nhan, noi
dé thung thang sé hay.

Toi cung 6ng lén lang An Ninh, moi huong chtic
dén nhém tai nha viéc gan bén quan 16.

Toi dé y mot nhom thanh nién qua lai ngoai
dang, muc dich cho xem t6i xtt doan vu nay ra sao.

To6i noi: “bia vi huong chuc trong lang khong
phai la di san ai dé lai cho ta tho huong, dé du
phan xdi thit nhung luc cung dinh, trai lai do 1a
phan sumoi cong dan doi voi to tién dat nudc, doi
v6i dong bao.

Vay xa truéng phai la nguoi co hing tam hang
san va hoc thuc moi kha di ddm nhiém trong trach
thau thué vu, st dung cong nho lang, va huong
chuc cing khong nén vi than thuéc ban be ma cu
nguoi khong xung dang”.

Thanh nién dung ngoai 16 vo tay hoan nghinh
roi giai tan.
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ROt cudce, nguoi cua ong Cai bi bac va huong
chuc cu mot nguoi khac ma toi goi la “tam dugc”.

Tiép quan Thong déc

Sau lé khanh thanh san van dong, gio lai phai to
chuc cuoc ti€p rudc Thong doc Hoeffel dén viéng
quan vao dau thang hai ndm 1943.

Hoeffellanguoithé nao? Hoi onglam Do truong
Sai Gon Cho Lén, 6ngla quan cai tri hang nhut, bay
gio ong thang chuc Kham su (Résident Supérieur),
nhan dip Rivoal vé Phdp nghi, 6ng dugc b6 nhiém
Thong d6c Nam Ky.

Ong siéng nang, ky luong, qua sach sé. Ong thao
tiéng Viét va tiéng Mién 6ng ciing gioi vi lam viéc
trén Cao mién da lau ndm. Nhan Tét nguyén dan,
nam 1943, Ong Truong Vinh tang 6ng mdy don
banh tét, 6ng cam on noi: “... dugc an banh tét voi
ca kho thi thich lam!”

Trong thoi ky ong dam nhiém chic D6 truong,
s6m mai, dung bay gio ruodi, ong di rdo cac van
phong, thay ai chua vo, 6ng nhac chiéc ghé nguoi do
délén ban, lam cho nguoi di tré so sét vaho then.

Nguoi ta ndi 6ong ché Duong Chéan bén Tau
khong thic thoi (xin xem khoang to6i thuyét cho
tong lang An Hoa nghe vé duc tanh thanh liém)
va ong ap dung bién phap nguoc lai, chang biét c6
that hay khong, toi nghe sao chép vay, “voi nhiing
de dat thuonglé”.
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Hoeffel lai co tat sach sé lalung, nhut lanha ctra
ban ghé khong mot chut bui. Ong ky su truong tién
Cho Lon cho téi biét trudc, khi Hoeffel viéng Toa
b6 Cho Lén, ong chanh, 6ng pho, ong ky su van
dung tat ca nhan vién don dep rua rdy Toa b6 that
ky luong, thé ma Hoeffel vo con ché: “Hu, chua
dugc sachlam!” (Hum, ce n’est pas bien propre!)

Do, quan toi phai tiép moét vién quan kho
khéan qua ky luong nhu thé nao vao dau thang hai
nam 1943.

Lai mét ngay quan trong ntta cua quan buc Hoa.
Toi moi tat ca tong lang, Hoi dong dia hat tan cuu,
tuu tai dinh Puc Hoa ngay 9 thang hai vi noi nay
rong rai da cho chita may tram nguoi.

Sém mai ngay 4y, toi doc suat huong chic, dan
lang don dep dinh va dinh quan that sach va moi
tiéng dong ho lai phai lau quét vi, nham mua nang,
gi6 hot bui vo nha. May con duong trong quan, xe
nudc di rudi nudc hang gio, cho bui ha xuéng, ma
hé con duong vira kho thi bui lai day lén.

Theo chuong trinh, ba gio chiéu Thong doc
voi chu tinh téi. Hai gio, than hao, chuc sac, lang
xa té tuu dong du, lai c6 ca 6ng Hoa thuong chua
buc Hoa, mic 40 bd nap, doi mao ti lu, chong tich
truong, dan vai nguoi dé ti dén tiép rudc thuong
quan. bung ba gio, xe cong an tdi trudc, ké do laxe
Thong doc va Tinh trudng.

Sau khi gi¢i thiéu Hoi dong va Cai tong, toi doc
mot bai dién van, dai khai noi rang da s6 dan trong
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quan déu lo lam an dudi su bao tro cua nudc Phap
noi chung va Thong doc noi riéng, am hiéu tam ly
vanhu cau dong bao chung toi.

Hoeffel ung khau dap tu bang may loi tiéng
Viet, khuyén chung dan trung thanh cung Chanh
phu Phap.

Dboan 6ng hdi cé ai thinh cau diéu chi chang.
Ong Hoa thuong trao cho Théng d6c mot 14 don
viét bang Han van, khong biét trong do ong noi
nhiing gi, nhung t6i doan cd 1€ 6ng xin mé day!

Thong d6c voi Chu tinh di mdt vong qua quan
ro6i vé, khong nghe nhi vi to y kién chi.

Sau nay, toi con co dip tiép rudc ong Hoeffel
mot lan nua 6 Séc Trang.

ek

O buc Hoa gan mot nam, gap nhiéu viéc khoé
khan, nhung 4n mang ly ky (ma toi lai thiéu tai
trinh tham), huong chuic gianh ngoi thu kién 16n
nhau, nhting dan ngoan nganh, mot tu si ham
danh, trém cudp khong dep dugc, ma bé trén lam
kho dé du diéu, toi chan qua dé don lén chu tinh
xin d6i vé Sai Gon.

Pommez chap thuan.

Song Phong Nhan vién lai cho t6i di Séc Trang.
Phu Va Tién Huan bén Gia Dinh qua thé toi.

Chung t6i lai phai moét phen thué thuyén do cac
con song ctt do no di Bac Liéu, bay gio lai ghé Soc
Trang.

363k
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Phé nhi Toa bén Soc Trang (1943-45)

bau thang ba nam 1943, t6i cung dua con trai
lon toi 1a Diép, 14 tudi, di chiéc xe Peugeot nha
xudng trudc. bau tién vao viéng 6ng phé Guerri-
ni, quyén chu tinh, 6ng cho t6i biét tinh hinh trong
tinh va su sap dat nhan vién cap chi huy.

Trudc day, ong boc phu Danh Su6n, nguoi Mién,
lam chu quan chau thanh, anh phu Ngo Van Nghi
lam Pho nhi (Secrétaire de Province). Bay gio, ong
Danh Su6n huu tri, anh Nghi qua quan chau thanh,
toi xuoéng day lam Pho nhi, va 6ng Guerrini cho toi
o tung dudi moét cai nhalau do cong nho lang mudn
ctia Béc si buc, moi thang1a 508.

Nha ay rong minh mong song t6i om, von cua
mot 6ng Bang truong Hoa kiéu nhiéu vg nén co
nhiéu phong.

Trong nha cé moét cdi bé chua nudc mua (cit-
erne), chung toi khong duoc xai thuong, vi nudc dé
danh uéng.

Yét kién Guerrini xong, toi gap anh Phu Nghi.

Anh ngudi lich thiép vui vé, cung la ban cu véi
nhau. Nam 1929, ¢ Toa tu, chinh anh da tra16i cung
Thong doc Krautheimer rang khong phai la voc
vac cao 16n ma nguoi ta kinh phuc...

Anh Nghi cho cha con t6i ngu trong mot can
phong, moi nguoi moét cai ghé bo, va anh nuoi com
trong luc cho nha toi voi chiéc ghe cho do dac téi.

Toi xu6ng nham lic tai chau thanh Séc Trang
Hoi cho rap rinh, nhac Cao Mién hoa tau bat am.
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Nguoi ta trung bay thé san trong tinh; giai tri
thi co danh bai choi, dua ngua trén ban...

Toi gap anh Poc phu Vo Van banh, chu quany,
anh Phu Pham van Hoc, cht quan Long Phu, cd hai
déulam viéc dung dan, khong bi ai phan nan.

Toa b6 Soc Trang

Rong rai, sang sua, co moét tang lau; dudi dat,
vién pho nhi ngoi gitta; dai theo mdy ghi sé 1a tho
ky; cong ching dén, ding ngoai ma giao thié¢p voi
nhan vién.

Trén lau, bén trai, ngé ra ngoai duong la vin
phong 6ng chu tinh, ké mot cai hanh lang dai n6i
lién qua van phong 6ng pho. Doc theo hanh lang la
ban ghé nhan vién phong cong nho lang, 6ng Phu
Truong lam chu su (6ng nay da ti Phu hang ba bi
giang cap xudng Tho ky thuong hang hang nhut).

Thiét 1a mét vo dau diéng cho 6ng, nén bao gio
nét mat 6ng cing au sau!

Nguoi ta tu hoi sao 6ng khong tu chuc cho xong,
kéo bi nguoi khinh ré, 6ng la nguoi du an du xai.
Nhung 6ng van tiép tuc lam viéc, voi ly do gi toi
khong hiéu dang.

Ong Truong choan ¢ mét cai nha gach ba gian
ganthanh linh tap, nha dy luc trudc 6ng Phu Duong
Vian Hoa &, dam nhiém chuc vu Pho nhi. Dén khi
ong nay thuyén chuyén lam chu quan Ké Sach, nha
bo khong, 6ng Trugng mdi xin 6 do.
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Canh bén vin phong 6ng Pho la S6 quan thu
dién dia, do 6ng Hoa do Bui binh Qué lam chu su.

Ong Co mi Duong Vian Hung dam nhiém Phong
ké toan tinh, sau 6ng déi di thi 6ng Huynh Vin bao
dén thé. Ong nay lam viéc dang hoang, dugc vién
chu su ngan kho Phap kham phuc va chanh pho
chu tinh tin nhiém.

Xuong day, chung toi gap lai Vuong Hong Sén,
bén voyvon nha cu phu 6 Soc Trang, con 6ng than
Sénlamot nhanho dao mao, 6 duong bai Ngai, gan
cau Bong.

Ong Cu c6 mdy tu d6 xua, nhiing t6 chén, doc
binh doi Can Long.

Toi quén noi rang hoi toi véi Sén 6 Toa bo Can
Tho, moét bira chua nhut, vo chong téi voi cap ho
Vuong qua Vinh Long du lé ky com noi nha mot
nguoi ba con.

Trong luc anh nay cung vai, toi véi Sén dat nhau
dén nha 6ng phan Lé Van Nuo6i ma ngoan thudng
cdi gia tai do c6 cua ong, sap ca mot tang lau, gia
dang mdy tri¢u bac thoi bay gio.

Suot may tiéng dong ho, chung toi khong ngét
tram tr6 kho tang qui bdu cua 6ng, nao may bo
chén ngoc, cay la ngoc canh vang, ddc biét nhut la
mot chiéc doc binh xua cao do thudc hai, dung trén
sap gu cao bon téc.

Trén chiéc doc binh hiém co 4y, nguoi ta chép
tron bai phu “bPang vuong cac” cua Vuong Bot doi
buong, hai cau ta canh noi bat la:
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“Lac ha di c6 19 té phi,

“Thu thity cong trang thién nhit sdc.”

Nam xua, tap chi Nam Phong c6 dang bai phu
ay, luon ca bai dich, va hai cau thi trén duogc dich
nhu vay:

“Co bay rang luon dua nhau,

“Long lanh ddy nudc in mau troi xa.”
%%

Tré lai Toa b6 Soc Trang.

Haingay sau khi to6i ddo nham, t6i chu toa cuoc
bat tham dién linh khap ca quan, va ngay chot thi
hanh xong phan su nay thi ong Barthel dén lam
chu tinh, Guerrini lam pho. Barthel la quan cai
tri hang nhi, con Guerrini la Phé tham bi¢n hang
nhut. Vai ngay sau, Guerrini dugc thidng chuc
“quan cai tri” hang ba, than hao Soc Tranglaylam
ti€c, phai chi Guerrini thang chiic sém vai hom,
coleé 6ng duogc thuc thu Chanh chutinh S6c Trang
roi, vi 6ng ta lam viéc thang thén, lai khon ngoan,
hay mua long nguoi.

Thién ha thuat rang, hoi 6ng lam chu quan Ca
Mau, 6ng mua dd xanh trai duong. Nha thau giao
d4; nguoi dong da dé day thudc khoi roi, 6ng bude
vao giam da lun xuoéng, thanh thit nam tac da chi
con co bon, nha thau méo mat.

Vi may nguoi d6 da, ho do khéo vo cung, minh
thdy d4 day t6i mat thudc, mala tam bong 6 trong,
mot thude ky that co tdm tac!
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Nha thau dan bao nhau, Guerrini lam viéc noi

nao thi ho khong ban da cho tinh do.
Sk

Guerrini dalén chuc Tham bién hang ba, khong
thé co hai 6ng tham bién (quan cai tri, Administra-
teur des Services civils) trong mot tinh, chuc tudc
suyt soat nhau, 6ng nay lam pho cho 6ng kia.

Vay thuong cap moi b6 nhiém Guerrini lam chu
tinh Ba Ria va Louis Paul Mahé dén lam pho cho
Barthel.

Barthel Ia ngugi thé nao?

Cao lon, mat xuong xuong, giong thd, tanh
diém dam it noi, nguoi tinh Alsace, c6 khiéu ngoai
ngt, chac la dong huong véi Hoeffel, nén Hoeffel
thich 6ng, ca hai déu noi tiéng Mién thanh thao, vi
dalam viéc trén Cao Mién mot thoi gian kha lau.

Co 1é cam tinh riéng gita hai ong ma Hoef-
fel danh mot tinh tét cho Barthel, dan su dé cai
tri, nguoi Mién hién lanh, an phan lam an, khong
muon sanh chuyén 16i thoi, thué vu thau rat deé.

Barthel hai long, thoi gian cai tri tinh Séc Trang
la thoi ky sung sudng ctia 0ng, khong xay ra viec gi
rac roilon lao, lai duoc nhan vién phu ta dac luc.

Thinh thoang, 6ng ba moi than hao va cong
chtic cao cap trong tinh, ca vg 1an chong, dén dinh
dung tra, hai 6ng ba tiép xuc lam quen.

Ba Barthel 1a moét thiéu phu dep dé, muon cung
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nam ba phu nu Viét Nam chiéu boi cano trén rach
Soc Trang tiéu khién.

Nhung da s6 phu nu Viét Nam & chau thanh,
hodc khong thong tiéng Phép, hodc rut re khong
thich giao thi¢p cung nguoi Phdp, nén it ai lui tdi
cung ba Barthel, chi cé ba Ky su Tra, cyu nit sinh
truong Phép, thao tiéng Phap nén than thién voi
ba Barthel.

Ong pho Mahé vam v0, ba vg cting 16n cao, ¢
mot dua gdi Nelly, ndm tudi.

Ba chanh pho khong ua nhau, vi c6 lan hai ba
gianh nhau cdi dau bo con do lang Khanh hung
nhan dip cing than kinh tang.

boi khi, ba Barthel bon than dén tham chung
toi, chung toi lai dén dinh dap 1é.

ek

Moingay, tam gio som mai, toi ti€p nhiing nguoi
vao don ro6i ho ngoi trén chiéc bang dai ngoai hang
ba, cho giai quyét.

Toi phan phoi cong viéc cho nhan vién lam mau
le, d€ cong chung duoc hai long.

Vao 16i chin gio, toéi xem cong van, phé ykién roi
cho tuy phdi 6m Ién phong 6ng pho Mahé. Ong nay
xem xong, phé mot 1an ntia, lua van tho nao quan
trong trinh Barthel xem, con gidy ma tam thuong
thi nhan vién tho ky nhan cong van phat cho cac
nhan vién phu trach.

Toi khong nhut dinh mot gio nao dé ky cong
vdn, gidy to, phiéu goi... Vinhtng ai cé viéc dén Toa
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b6 ciing muon cho chong xong mave, cho téi 11,12
gio kho cho nguoi ta qua.

Hai 6ng Barthel va Mahé¢ lam viéc co gio, con
toi, hé thay van kién, ho so trén ban la toi ky, giao,
cho di, stra ban thdo... khong dé 6i dong mot su
viec gi.

Thanh thu, budi mai kia, vao hoi tam gio rudi,
Barthel tu nha qua, di moét vong, vao vian phong
Mah¢é noi chuyén mot giay roi xuéng ban toi, thay
ngoai hang ba tréng tron, khong cé béng mot
nguoi khach.

Lay lam la, 6ng hoi: “Hom nay khong c¢ ai di
hau sao?”

- Thua cd, gan tam gioho dén Toa bé nhuthuong
1¢, nao huong chuc, nao thuong dan, toi giai quyét
nhiéu van d¢, c6 gidy to thi ho lanh réi vé hét.

Barthel mim cuoi néi: “Pugc lam, 6ng lam viéc
rat mau le” (C’est bien, vous étes expéditif).

Laivindé nhaé

Chung toi da kho s6 véi van dé nha cta hoi 6
Can Tho; xuéng Soéc Trang, dau gi minh ctng Pho
nhi, khong1é bi hat hui nhu nam 1936, h6i méi dén
Can Tho?

Nao d¢, nhu trén da noi, Guerrini cho chung to6i
o tang dudi cai nha thué cua bac si buc, t6i om, nuc
noi, lai khong duoc xai nudc mua. Vai ba bita, nguoi
nha anh Phu Nghi dén ganh nudc lam ray that rat
kho chiu.
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Toi trinh bay cung Barthel rang gia dinh ong
Truong duoc 6 mot cai nha ma, voi dia vi 6ng, 6ng
khong quyén 6; rang, 6ng lam chu su cong nho lang
thi 6ng phai 6 cdi nha do lang thué, va lai con cai
ong khong dong bang gia dinh toi...

Barthel ky suvu linh d6i nha, ching téi don dén
6 cai nha ma 6ng phdn Truong choan tu trudc, gan
bén thanh linh tap.

Trudc khi don di, gia dinh ong Truong xa gidy
rac day nha dot¢, chung to6i phai mat may ngay don
dep rtra ray cuc than. Nha 4y ngin nhiéu phong
khong duogc gon ghé. Trudc san c6 mot cdi nha dé
xe hoi, phia sau la day nha bép, duong 16t gach tau
ti nha trén xuéng nha dudi.

Vuon rong bao quanh nha, trong du du, khoai
mi, c6é muong hep, maybui tre, gidp ranh voi miéng
ruong sau nha.

Lan lan, chung t6i nudi it con ga, vai con vit, lay
trung cho tré an.

Luc bay gio, dudi tinh nguoi giup viéc nha tién
cong ré, mot nguoi dau bép sau dong mot thang,
tré git em chung bon nam dong. Trong nha toi
luén luon cé bon nam dia 6, tong so tién cong hon
vai chuc bac, sanh véi hién nay su cach bié¢t qua xa,
hai nguoi giup viéc trong nha cting lanh so so sau
ngan dong, bang hai s6 luong Toan quyén Monguil-
lot h6i nam 1931: 3.1208!

Thoi ky chién tranh, gid tri dong bac da nhe lam
1oi...
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Day Viét ngu

Barthel c6 kha ning vé ngoai ngu, 6ng da thao
tiéng Mién, bay gio chung dung nguoi Viét, ong
mudn biét Viét ngit. Ong muon o6ng Tran Van
Chugc, hiéu truéng truong nam tiéu hoc, moi chiéu
dén day ong.

Nghe dau 6nghoc dugc ba thang thi doc va hiéu
sach chut Viét, nhung néi chuyeén thi chua thong.

Riéng phan to6i, cting c6 hai “6ng hoc tro”: pho
chu tinh Mahé vé6i 6ng Muret, thanh tra tiéu hoc
lién tinh.

Moi chiéu, man gio lam viéc, toi thu xép do dac
gidy to roéi lén lau cung ong Mahé doc sach chu
Viét, dich ra Phép van, hoac doc sach chu Phéap dé
dé, dich ra Viét ngr.

Ké do, toi noi chuyén bang tiéng Viét véi ong.
Ong tién bo tam thuong, khong 14y gi lam kha
quan; la vi, muén hoc mét ngoai ngit phai tap noi
cho thuong, dung ngai miéng, ban dau ai lai khong
noi trat va ap ung, sau lan lan quen thi noi trung va
noi mau, ranh ré.

Mah¢é trao d6i nhung cau van tat cung toi chua
du, ong phai noi tiéng Viét voi bat ky ai, hang tri
thuc, boi bép... song doi véi nhan vién ong chi xai
tiéng Phap ma khong dung hoc thuc Viét ngirtoi da
trao cho 6ng thilam sao ma tién bo!

Ong Muret thinh thoang vai bahom dén nha toi
mot lan, cing doc sach, ciing noi chuyén, c6 gang
trong vi¢c hoc danh tur, doc sdch, song cting it noi
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chuyén bang tiéng Viét voi ai. Toi dé y nhut 1a am
ngh tiéng Viét ong khong doc duoc, nhu chi nghia,
ong doc nhia ma thoi, khong co cdi giong “ngo”.

Giao thiép

Mahé ché toi it giao thiép voi ai, man gio la vé
nha, khong choi boi be ban...

Phai, lam viéc suot budi chiéu da mét, mau vé
nha tam rua nghi ngoi, trong nom con hoc hanh,
roi tung kinh niém Phat, doc sach xem bao thi con
ngay gio dau, va lai t6i khong c6 tanh hi¢p be ban
voi anh em ra nha hang nhau nhet.

Tuy nhién, S6¢c Trang bé nhd, di tdi di lui cing
gap bao nhiéu than hao va cong chuc do, ban daula
sau quen, ma than hay khong cting con tuy...

Noi Toa dn, chung toi quen dugc anh chi luat su
Nguyén Van Pam, hoat bat, ¢ toa nha to, do mot
luat su Phap cho anh thué lai.

Anh bam la mot luat su httu tai, noi tiéng Phap
rat c6 giong va lam viéc ky cang.

Hai 6ng Luc su Duong buc Thuy véi Doan Ba
Loc la hang tri thuc kha kinh, anh Loéc lai cung hoc
ban T tai bon xt vdi toi hoi ndm 1922-23, anh hoc
nam dé nhi, con toi dé nhut nién.

Thanh tra tiéu hoc la 6ng Nguyén Van Nghia,
ban than anh Vo6 Van banh, chu quan Ké Sach.
Nghia quan ni¢ém rang minh chi mua long bac si
giam doc binh vién voi chu su truong tién la du,
ddng khi gia dinh minh dau c6 bdc si san soc, con
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nha cua hu sup thi truong tién tu bo, thé 1a du roi,
khoi can ai khdc.

Séc Trang co hai 6ng Qué, Bui binh Qué, chu
su phong dién dia, va Huynh Van Qué, chu su
buu dién.

Hai nguoi déu trén bon muoi, dang hoang, ciing
gia dinh chung t6i thuong tdi lui tham viéng.

Ong D6 Vén Tra, ky su truong tién, ¢ du hoc
bén Phap, hé chuing to6i can dung stra sang son phét
nha cua, cat cai nha cau, néi véi 6ng, 6ng lien cho
cai dem tho cho cay 14 dén cat cho chung toi, khoi
ton tién gi hét.

Binh vién Soc Trang do mdy ba xo cai quan, thau
tién phong tién an cua binh nhan, mdy ba tron
quyén cho an suéng an cuc, cho thudc nhiéu it,
cho ai ndm phong nao tuy y cdc ba, bac si Tran Van
Manh va cdc y ta 1a nguoi Chanh phu bo nhiém chi
lo san soc bénh nhan ma thoéi, con quan ly 1a quyén
mdy ba.

Trong s6 cong chuic quen, chung toi xin ké thuy
si b6 Huu Khodn, nguoi lun map, hién lanh, co mot
c6 xe ngua dé viéng cac quan moi tuan.

Ong nay voi 6ng Bui Dinh Qué tu tran trong
thoi ky Viét Minh chong Phap, vao nam 1945-46.

K

Nhung than hao ma chung to6i quen biét la dugc
su Luong binh Gidp, ti té d6i véi chung toi, nguoi
ta ndi 6ng khung khung; dugc su Lé Quang Trong,
an chay truong, em bdc si Lé Quang Sang ¢ Can



218 ¢ DAOVANHOI

Tho; bac si Luong Van Lau, dep trai, ré cia Huyén
ham Trinh, tuc goi la X4 muoi Trinh, mot dai dia
chu 6 Long Phu.

Co lan con dau, bac si Lau chd no 1én Sai Gon
nho bac si khac diéu tri, vi thé ma nguoi ta ndi ong
khong gioi.

Toikhong dongy.

Moi lan trong gia dinh c6 nguoi lam binh, ching
toi nho bac si Nguyén Van Nam; 6ng nhé thap
nguoi, rat tot, cho thudc cung khd “mat tay”.

Trong moét cdi bon kiéng, 6ng nudi mot con cd
r6 vay bac trang ngoi, la mot con vat hiém co.

Chung t6i duoc quen 6ng dia chu Truong Vinh
Gi4, dongdoinhabac ngithoc Truong Vinh Ky; luat
su Truong Minh Chiéu, anh ctia Phu Truong Minh
Tién ¢ Toa I dinh Hi¢p ly, ong Cai tong Huynh Yén
Sia 6 B6 Thao, la mot nha giau co thé luc, cdi nha
lau 6ng kién c¢6 nhu mot toa thanh, cua s6 cua céi
cai song sat to, an cudp tam thuong chac kho bé
xam nhap.

Chung t6i thuong lui téi viéng tham gia dinh
ba géa phu Ly Cong Kiéu, thuong goi la trucng
toa Kiéu, mot nha danh gia vong toc, may nguoi
con déu hoc thuc cao dang, nhu ba bai st Tran
Van Don, Luat su Ly Cong Lugng. Marcel Ly Cong
Trinh la Luat khoa tién si, sau cung la c6 Rose, gioi
van chuong, song sau thoi cudc 45, c6 hoc va dau

duoc su, lap mot duge phonglén ¢ duong Gia Long.
363k
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Cong chuc nguoi Phdp, to6i quen bén ty gido
hudn, 6ng Vaux, ké ong Murer, thanh tra tiéu hoc
lién tinh, 6ng bién ly Leibenguth, nghiém nghi
nhung ti té, cdi vai bén trai thap hon vai bén mat.

Noi day, toi cing ké mot nhan vat khac thuong ¢
Séc Trang, mdc dau toi khong giao thiép: ay la luat
su Lafont, 6m cao, nudc da tai mét, giong noi khao
khao; ong 4y hoc rong va mé sach dén noi nguoi
quan ly tho vién Soc Trang noi voi toi rang, tat ca
sach trong tho vién, may ngan cuén, moi cudén 6ng
Lafont doc it nao cung hai lan

Kha nang doc sach ctia 6ng dang so!

K

O Soc Trang, chung toi gdp mot than nhan, la
anh Nguyén Nan Nhung, nha y si, anh la ré 6ng
Di¢p Van Gidp, Hoi dong quan hat va 1a mot cuu
phu 6 Bai Xau (nguoi ta thuong doc la Bai Xau),
mot thi trdn ky nghé va thuong mai thanh hanh,
cach tinh ly S6c Trang bon cay so.

Noi day, ong Gidp c6 chanhlua tovalo nduruou.

Nhac lai, sau khi chung t6i xuéng Soc Tring
ddng muoi btta, nhan dip cung dinh, huong chuc
Bai Xau moi Guerrini, anh Phu Nghi, t6i v6i 6ng
phan Truong dén du.

Ban Hoi té do 6ng chu Quanh dai dién, 6ng cao
16n, giau cd, manh mé, chinh 6ng dung t6 chuc
cuoc tiéc dai quan khach. Nhan noi chuyén muoi
bot, muo6i hot ¢ Bai Xau ban ré, nha toi muon o6ng
chu Quanh mua dum it ki.
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Nao de, cach mot tuan sau, toi nghe 6ng chu
Quanh da “di mua mud6i” that su (tu tran). That
la xui cho gia dinh 6ng bi nha t6i muon 6ng “di
mua muo6i”!

Vi, theo tuc 1¢ nguoi Nam minh, tu ngit “di mua
muoéi” c6 nghia la “theo ong theo ba”.

Phan suvién Pho nhi

Cong viéc toi luc bay gio la phai biét chut dinh
tat ca moi nganh trong tinh: chanh tri, kinh té, tai
chanh, hanh chanh...

Thoi gian to6i 6 Can Tho, ban dau chi biét thué
vy, roi sau lam cong nho lang hon ndm nam, chi cé
thé thoi. Con nay, cong viéc chi trong tinh ma Bar-
thel véi Mahé biét thi toi cting phai biét qua, nhung
toi khong co trach nhiém nhu hai nguoi, khong co
quyén dinh doat viéc 16n, toi chila phu td ma thoi.

Ngoai cong viéc thuong ngay 6 Toa bo, téi con
di xét cong nho lang, chu toa nhiing cuoc bat tham
dién linh. V6i tu cach thanh tra lao dong, toi viéng
nha mdy, xuéng thg, xem coi chu nhan ap dungluat
1¢ lao dong c6 dung hay khong, va to6i con la chu
tich ban kiém duyét tuéng hat.

363k

Vi da “lam” cong nho lang kha 1au nén toi am
hiéu phan nao. Thinh thoang, t6i xin moét chiéc
xe chay bang hoi than (gazogene), toi cung o6ng
Phan Van Hién S6 cong nho lang, di xét ngan sach
xa thon.
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Hoac mot thang, hoac hai ba tuan 1€ t6i di mot
ky, toi cho chu quan hay trudc, doi khi cang di
thinh linh.

Thuong thi cai tong chung kién su xét cong nho
voihién dién cua huong cd, xa truéng va bién lang.

Chang nhung kiém diém tién bac sé sach, toi
con hoi vé thué vy, an ninh va suc khde trong lang,
thanh thu huong quan ctiing phai cé mat.

biéu chi so sot, toi chi biéu ngay, khong lam
phuc trinh qua gat, c6 lam cho chu tinh théy rdng
quan do6 co nhiing huong chuc lam viéc dé...

bé ma chi?

T6i khong con nhd ai cho, hay la t6i mua, mot
cay sung hai nong. Cat ¢ nha s¢ mat, toi géi trong
kho sung mata.

Ngay viéng lang, toi lay dem theo. Trén duong
di Long Phu, vao khoang tam gio mai, gap bay co
dau dudirudng, con ngdéc moé nhin troi, con cui dau
tim tép.

To6i bdo xe ngung, cam sung xudng xe, lay bo
chon dung chu dinh (J), nham nhia ti té: “Doanh,
doanh”. Sung né lién ti€p hai phdt. Bay co cat canh
bay trang xoakéu: “Co, co” om som, nghialakhong
co trung tru nao hét!

Phan Hién cuoi noi: “On Trén da bao ong Phu
dung sat sanh ma!”

Toi bén lén, 1én xe di. Tu do, toi goi luon trong
trai linh khong 14y ra ntra, cho dén ngay Nhut dao
chanh, cay sung mat luon.



222 ¢ DAOVANHOI

Kiém duyét tuéng hat

Trong luc anh Phu Nghi lam Pho nhi, anh lam
chu tich uy ban kiém duyét, véi mot 6ng thong
phan quan chau thanh cung thay Trang Moc bau,
tho ky Toa bo.

Baygioanh ddm nhiém quan chau thanh, Barth-
el giao cho toilam chu tich uy ban do.

Moi lan ganh cai luong dén xin phép hat, ho
trinh mét cuoén so, trong do chép may don xin
phép hat nhiing noi khéc, c6 6ng pho tinh trudng
hay ong quan phe cho.

Va ho nap chuong trinh tuong hat. Moéi dém hat
ba tiéng dong hd, mai tiéng ho phai tra thu lao cho
ban kiém duyét hai dong, thé 1a moi dém sdu dong,
nhuhat nam dém toi bao déong trudc ba muoi dong.

Toi di coi dém dau, vi sao dém 4y ho cung lua
tuong hay ma hat. Bon dém sau, thay bdu di hai
dém, 6ng phan quan chau thanh hai dém.

Co bua ganh xiéc dén dién, chu ganh moi chu
tinh, hai ong phd. Xiéc Viét Nam cting kha hay, va
may hom 4y, khong ldy tién kiém duyét.

Thanh tralao dong
Toéi lai c6 phan suxét cac xudng thg, nha mdy vé
viéc ap dung luat l¢ lao dong, nhu gio lam viec, vé
sinh, nghi hang tuan, hang nién...
Cac cudc thanh tra nhu thé khong co6 chi lam
cho chung to6i nhoc long lam bién ban, gap vai so
sot thi chi dan cung du roi.
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Toi nhé lai mot su viéc xay ra tai Ké Sach, ngay
hom nay con nuc cuoi.

Luc bay gio, vat dung can thiét nhu vai so, hop
quet, duong sita... dang 6 trong thoi ky han ché gat
gao vi 1a thoi budi chién tranh, Phap da hop tac véi
buc va Nhut Bon, My de doa oanh tac Sai Gon co
m4dy can cu quan su Nhut.

Muo6n mua sta, hop quet, duong... tat phai xin
“bon” ciia Toa bo, ma toi cé phan su ky bon nay.

Mot hom, toi véi Trang Moc Dau thanh tra dudi
quan Ké Sach. Vao mot tiém tho bac kia, xem xét
gidy to xong, toi nhin vao tu kiéng chu nhan, thay
mot mé tién xua va bac gidy ci, trong dam co hai
tam gidy 20§ mau xanh rat dep, phat hanh vao nam
1917, tuc cach 1944 da 27 nam roi.

Toi thich qud, xin déi lay tdm gidy 20 do, dau
chu tho doi 40 dong t6i cting chiu. Song chu khing
khang khong do6i, rang déi véi gia 100 dong chu
cung khong ung!

T6i suy nghi mot chut: “Thoi dugc!”

ROi chung toi vé, khong ghé quan.

Chiéu ay, mot chu linh quan httu su 1én tinh
thanh, ghé Toa bo thua véi toi rang: quan chu quan
biéu lén xin toi cdp cho 6ng mot cai “bon” mua 10
hop stta déc.

Toi nhé viéc hoi s6m mai, noéi: “Bay gio gan toi
roi, qua chua kip soat lai s6 sach coi con bao nhiéu
sta, vay em vé di roi saing em 1én... a nay, dayla 208,
em vé thua v6i quan 16n d6i dum qua tam giay 20
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dong ct ma qua thdy trong tu kiéng hoi sém mai
trong ti¢m anh thg bac X.

“Em dem tam 20 kia 1én roéi lay bon mua sta,
nghe em, qua ky dé san cho...

Ngay hau hoi, anh P6c phu bPanh gap toi,
diém mat cuoi: “Chu that la qud quat, dam lam
kho voi toil”

Toi cling cuoi:

- Anh em nho nhau chut dinh vay ma!

Dinhién anh thobac dau dam “cu” véi quan chu
quan rang anh khong chiu doi to gidy 20 cu ciaanh
cho quan chu quan..

Hoeffel viéng Séc Trang

Vao 16i thang bay ndm 1943, chung t6i nhan tin
Thong doc Hoeffel sap viéng tinh Soc Trang, va
chung to6i quen cdi tdnh qua ky luong cua ong ta.

Nhung Barthel “b6” voi Hoeffel, nén chung toi
khong may lo so. Tuy nhién, chung t6i trang hoang
cong s6 Khanh Hung la noi tiép rudc Thong doc,
don dep Toa bo sach sé¢, vi thé nao 6ng cung dén
trong qua.

Ngay o6ng taxuodng, chung toi moi than hao chuc
sac trong tinh v6i mot s6 su sai Cao Mién té tuu
noi cong so.

Sau bai dién van chuc mung cua Barthel, Hoef-
fel dap tu, ké ong ung khau noi véi su sai bang
tiéng Mién, co 1é yéu cau may ong khuyén dan
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Mién trung thanh cung Chanh phu Phap, vi thinh
thoang nha su chép tay tra loi: “batt”.

Xong, 6ng ra xe cung voi quan khach viéng Toa
bo.

Thay cdi ndm cta bang dong chung toi khong
dugc bong lam, 6ng ndi mét cau ma cuoi, trong do
co doan: “... le vin de Bourgogne blanchit les cuiv-
res” (ruou chat Bourgogne danh bong d6 dong).

Ong vé roi, chiéu 4y Mahé ndi voi toi: “Anh thiy
Thong doc dé y ghé chua? Mic dau 6ng ndi nhu
tuong noi choi, song 6ng bao kin rang cai nam cua
bang dong chung minh khong duoc bong lam”.

Phong thu thu déong

Nam 1944, Sai Gon bat dau bi oanh tac va linh
truyén cac tinh dao ham nup, thuc hanh phuong
phap phong thu thu dong. Trong san Toa bo,
truong tién kién tao mot ham dai, hinh chti chi (Z),
cho cong chiic xuéng ngdi thu.

Ngoai chau thanh, nhiing noi c6 dat trong cing
lam ham nup.

Ban ngay, hé tiéng coi bao dong néi 1én la moi
hoat dong déu phai dinh chi, dan su xuéng ham
nup, chi co canh sat véi nhan vién phong thu thu
dong co quyén dung xe Hong thap tu chay ngoai
thanh pho dé cuu thuong.

Noi nha to6i, S6 truong tién lam dum phia sau
vuon moét cdi ham bang tre, dat, mailop chac chan.
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Ban dém, khi tiéng coi hu 1én, dén dudc trong
nha phai tat hét va ai ndy vo ham ngoi, mot lat
khong nghe thay gi lai mo tré vo nha.

Mot dém, 16i muoi gio, ban cai luong dang dién
tuong, bong coi bao dong. Ngay hom trude co mua,
thanh thu trong ham nup hodc nudc u dong, hodc
sinh 14y, bdo hai may ba may co, chung dién banh
bao di xem hdt, ma phai xuéng ham am udt, quan
do dinh bun, ho lanh run, cho ca tiéng dong ho bao
dong cham dut méi lop ngép vé nha.

Tranh chap Nghi - Mahé

Barthel nghi phép, vo chong di Sai Gon, Mahé
quyén chu tinh.

Mot budi cung dinh trong moét lang quan chau
thanh, huong chiic moi Mahé dén du.

Anh doc phu Nghi (vi dau nam 1944 anh davinh
thang Doc phu su) da hién dién noi do trudc roi,
song khi Mahé toi, anh khong ra don tiép.

Mahé bat binh, vi cho rang 6ng quan that kinh
doi véi vi chu tinh, dau la “quyén chu tinh”; co 1é
anh Nghi y y minh véi Mahé 1a ch6 anh em, da la
cong chuc cao cdp v6i nhau, lai 1a bang htu, Mahé
thuong lai quan muon con ngua hong cua Nghi coi
choi, va ca hai cing thuong dn nhau cung nhau nira!

Nao de, vi mot chut tu 4i ma Mahé bat 16i Nghi,
hai nguoi bat hoa cung nhau.

Barthel di Sai Gon vé, moi ca hai dén.
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Toi ti dudi lén, xot xot vo van phong Barthel,
thay Nghi v6i Mahé ngoi hai chiéc ghé doi dién
Barthel, ca ba déu budn. Toi thoi lui, tré xuong.

Chiéu, Mahé ndivoi toi Barthel giai hoa haibén,
khong muon cho ai déi di ca, vi hai nguoi déu la
cong chuc gidi, Barthel hai long.

“Song, Mahé ndi, néu truong hop nay lai xay ra,
toi cting sé co thai do do6i voi ong Nghi nhu vay!

Quyén chu quan chau thanh

Anh DP6c phu Nghi xin phép di nghi 6 Ha Tién
Rach Gid mot thang vdi cd gia dinh.

Anh dé nghi toi xtly thuong vu quan chau thanh
trong thoi gian anh vang mat.

T6i hoi sao anh khong gidi thieéu phan Truong
v6i ong Barthel, vi Truong 1a cuyu Tri phu, tiing lam
chu quan.

Anh Nghi lac dau: mac dau ong Truong c6 kha
ndng vé hanh chdnh, hoc thic rong, song ong
khong cé uy tin doi voi tong lang, nén toi quyén
chu quan la phai hon.

Toi nhan chiu, va trong suét mot thang xu ly
thuong vu quan chau thanh, t6i lam viéc binh
thuong, khong xay ra viéc gi rac roi. Va toi cung
thuong gap Barthel véi Mahé dé trinh bay viéc quan.

Viéng lang véi Barthel
Barthel mua hai chiéc xe dap tot hiéu alcyon,
moi chiéc 250 dong, cho 6ng mot chiéc, Mahé mot.
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Mo6i tuan vai lan, 6ng bao toi coi xe dap di viéng
lang voi 6ng, nhiing lang gan, c6 muoi, muoi hai
cay s0. Toi phai may vai cdi quan cut mac cho gon.

Chu san dam cho to6i muon mét chiéc xe dap
nhe nhang.

boi khi, toi cung Barthel di cano, chay suét may
con kinh moi dao; co luc cung viéng lang bang xe
hoi, song ratit.

ek

Lan no, trén duong di Dai Ngai, chung toi gap
ky su Nguyén Ngoc Bich, Chanh S Dan thuy nhap
dién (Hydraulique agricole).

Ky su Bich la cuu sinh vién bai hoc Bach nghé
(Polytechnique), cé Phép tich, nguoi rat man tue,
con 6ng Nguyén Ngoc Tuong, Gido tong phai Cao
bai Bén tre.

Sau nay, ong Bich khang chién bén canh Viét
Minh, pha sap cau Tan Huong, trén duong Sai Gon
My Tho, bi quan déi Phap bat duoc dem vé Phép.
Ong hoc y khoa, dau bac si. Cach vai nim nay, 6ng
mang binh ung thu ma tu tran.

Nhac lai, k¥ su Bich di Pai Ngai thi hanh cong
tac bao vé mé song, moi nam bi 16.

Nhan ndi chuyén nuoi c4, Bich cho Barthel biét
rang, muia nang, nong dan ta dot trung cd sat thanh
tro, goi lai d€ danh d6. Mua xuong, ruong xap xap
nudc, ho rai tro ca xuéng. Mot tuan lé sau, trong
ruong nd ra vo so ca sat con. Khoa hoc chua giai
thich hién tuong la lung 4y duoc.
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Ong Barthel tin 16i Bich noi song 14y lam la.

Trong phuc trinh hang nién, 6ng liét Bich vao
hang cong chuc uu tu.

K

Trong nhting budi viéng lang vdi toi, ong tim
hiéu phong tuc tap quan Viét Nam, va toi noi véi
ong nhuing cau tiéng Viét ngan ngan vé cong viéc
dong an mién Nam...

Thay o6ng hay tim hiéu, nhan co hdi, toi té bay
cho ong biét nhiing di dong gitta nguoi Phép va
nguoi Viét, nhut la nhung diém giong nhau, nhu
tanh thang than, chan that, long ai quoc, quat khéi
chong xam lang...

Chutitlich su

Trong luc viéng lang, hoac xét cong nho, hodc
thanh tralao dong, toi hay tim biét y nghia, géc gac
nhting tén tinh, quan... vi moét tinh nhu Soc Trang,
co 260... dan ma moét phan la nguoi Mién, at co
nhiéu di tich lich su.

Than hao trong tinh cho t6i biét rang hai chu
Soc Trang do chit Srok Tréang, vi khi trudc Chan
Lap chia ra la Srok Tréang mién Nam, ké tu tinh
Chau doc tré xuéng Nam, va Srok Tréang mién
bac, tu tinh Takeo tré1én, sau kéu traila Soc Trang.

Séc Trang cung co thé do chu Srok Kléang, ng-
hiala “Xulam”, “Xu kho”.

Hai tinh Soc Trang va Bac Liéu trudc kia thuoc
tinh Bassac, lay tén mién Bassac trén Lao.
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Cdch may tram nam vé trudc, mot vi Hoang tu
Cao mién 6 trén Lao vi co 16i v6i nhac phu la vua
Lao, bi day ra khoi xu.

Vo chong Hoang ti dung thuyén be do song
M¢ékong xuéng Thuy Chan lap, dap tai Bai Xau va
cu trd luodn tai do.

Vi vay ma ngay nay tai Soc Trang (Ba xuyén),
con mot ngodi miéu goi 1la “Miéu Ba Thic” tuc la
Bassac, con chua Cao Mién kéu la “Vat Luong
Bassac” (Chua Hoang tu Bassac) cach do vai tram
thudc, trén duong di Tham Bon.

Dudi Nam triéu, Soc Trang la Phu Ba Xuyén,
tinh thanh tai Bai Xau. Trong nhiing sé tau vé vua
Minh Mang viét 1a Nguyét Giang tinh, tuc l1a “tinh
Song trang”, do tiéng Soc Trang doc trai. Phu Ba
xuyén la mot trong ba Phu tinh An giang, do Chidu
nam 1832 cua vua Minh Mang lap ra.

Ban t6i, Vuong Hong Sén, co lam bai tho tu
thuat nhu vay:

“Nguyét khuyét roi may c¢6 thud tron,

“Giang ho cot cach phan con con;

“Vuong hau mac ké say mui tuc,

“Hong tia con ra mdt sac son.

Bon chu dau la “Nguyét giang Vuong Hong”

ek

Thi tran “Bai Xau” c6 nghia la gi?
Hai chit nay dung ra la “Bai Xau”, tuc la “com
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song”, ma nguoi Nam ta doc trai thanh Bai Xau,
khong c6 nghia chi hét.

Tuc truyén rang, may trdm nam vé trudc, noi
day con la rung bui bung bau, thé dan da so 1a
nguoi Mién song vé nghé chai ludi va san ban. Buo6i
mai kia, mot nhom nguoi vita ndu noi com chua
chin, bong dau moét con sau 6 dudi bau noi lén ruot
ho chay hoang. Con sdu theo khong kip, tré lai lay
duoi quat néi com dé vang ti tung. Ching nhom
nguoi kia tim khi giéi tré lai thi sdu dau khong thay
ma lua tat, com gao d6 day. Ho mdi dat tén vung
nay la “Bai Xau”, tuc 1a “com so6ng”.

Theo mot truyén thuyét khac, dong bao ta di
dan ti may tinh mién Nam Trungky vao daylap ap,
song chung dung voi tho dan, sanh ra nhung cuodc
tranh chap ddm mau.

Mot buodi sang, thoé dan mdoi bac noi com via
s0i bong nguoi Nam dén danh dudi ho di, ho bo
no6i com ma chay, thanh thu noi 4y ho dat tén la
“Bai Xau”.

%33

Quan Ké Sach, tinh Séc Trang, do chit Mién
“Ksach” mara, c6 nghiala “giong cat”.

Ma that, dat dai quan nay la dat cat pha cho nén
hap véi quit duong, rat ngot.

Noivuon mot ong cai tong, toi thady mot cay quit
sai oan dén doi chu nhan phai dung tru chong tu
phia va toan cay chi co trai la trdi ma khong thay la.

ot
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Maic dau di tich nguoi Mién dé lai kha nhiéu,
song di tich Nam triéu cang khong it.

Nhuvam Dai Ngai, noi con song Séc Trang dé ra
Hau Giang, 12 noi chién thuyén Chua Nguyén Anh
vao ra khong biét maylan.

Quan Long Phu, ngudi ta thuong nhac hai c6
tich la: Rach Truong Tién va Giéng Cao Hoang.

Rach Truong Tién la noi Nguyén Anh lap xuong
duc tién. Luc trudc, thinh thoang tho chai tim
dugc noi day, nhting tién kém tién dong...

... Thuo no, Nguyén Anh cung tudéng binh bai
tau trudc thé manh cua Nguyén Hué Tay son chay
dén mot noi trong quan Long Phu gan bién, nudc
uong da hét, binh si maéi mét.

Nguyén Anh dua guom lén troi khén véi chap lau
r6i vé mot vong tron dudi dat, bao quan linh dao.

La thay, dao xuéng sau duoc it thudc thi gap
nudc ngot, quan binh mung rd, muc nudc udéng va
chua day hi day lu, tin tudng Phat Troi méc ho.

Giéngayténla Giéng Cao Hoangdabi catlap tu
lau vi 6 gan bo bién.

“Nam Ky danh nhan”

Lam cong viéc mot vién pho nhi khong co gi
ndng nhoc, tri 6c cung khong lo lang nhiéu vi
khong c6é bao nhiéu trach nhiém.

Noi toi ng6i lam viéc can thu vién Toa bo; khi
nao ranh roi, téi qua thu vién lay sach xem va suu
tam lich su.
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To6i nghi tiéu st danh nhan Viét Nam duoc dang
rai rac trong bao chi chang thiéu chi, song in thanh
sach thi chua co quyén nao, d6 la mot khuyét diém
16n cho dong bao muodn ro biét tiéu st van vo danh
nhan ma chiém ngudng va soi guong, trong tinh
than ai quoc, trong xu thé tu than...

Nam 1943, chua c6 sach vé danh nhan toan coi
Viét Nam, di nhién vé phan danh nhan Nam Ky it
ai nghi téi.

Thé nén to6i suu tam trong tap chi Nam Phong,
Tri Tan, Dong Nai... tiéu st danh nhan Nam Ky, roi
phoi hop voi tai liéu dang trong may quyén sach
nho nho, néi vé buc Ta quan Lé Van Duyét, Cu
Phan Thanh Gidn, nha Bic ngit hoc Truong Vinh
Ky... viét vé moi vi mot bai khong qua kho khan van
tat ma cung chang ruom ra.

banh may xong, toi géi qua Bén Tre nho anh
Tho Xuan Lé Van Phuc xem lai dum. T6i dugc quen
anh hoi chung to6i con 6 Can Tho, anh la anh ruét
Bac si Lé Van Ngon, moét nha van viét sach y khoa
rat c6 duyén, doc khong biét chan.

Anh Phuc gioi Han van, Viét van va lich su.

Bon thao dugc anh xem roi va Chanh phu kiém
duyét xong, toi giao cho nha in Ly Cong Quan in
hai ngan cuon.

Thoiky chinh chién, khan giayin, Ly Cong Quan
in trén gidy x6p, do ba tre tao thanh.

Toi goi bi€u cac o6ng hi¢u truong, cac nha sach,
Tinh truong... nho mua hodc gisi thiéu dum.
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Hai ngan cu6n sdch ban vai thang hét tron.

Nam 4y, 1943, toi tang Cu Phan Van Nam, Gidm
doc hoc chanh Bac Viét, mot cudn. Thoi cudc bién
chuyén, gia dinh Cu di cuvao Nam, 1én é ba Lat.

Sungau nhién dong rudi, may nam sau, toi di ba
Lat nghi mat gan bén nha Cuy, nhan qua tham héi
lam quen thi, hay thay, Cubiét tén toi ttnam 1943,
dén muoi sdu ndm sau mdi gadp mat toéi, mung rd
cam dong, tudng khong bao gio dugc gap soan gia
quyén “Nam Ky danh nhan”!

“Nam Ky lich s, cé tich”

Trudc su thanh cong cua “Nam Ky danh nhan”,
toicoydinhsuutamtailiéu dé viét mot cuoén “Nam
Ky lich su, c6 tich”, khong phai mét cuén Nam Ky
tong quat, ma la trong hai muoi mét tinh Nam Ky,
moi tinh mot quyén lich suva co tich riéng biét.

Toi lap cho moi tinh mot ho so, goi cho cdc 6ng
chu tinh, chu quan, may ong Hoéi dong, ky cuu
trong lang tédng, nhu Chanh bai, Boi bai, Pai huong
ca... mot buc tho chung, xin cac 6ng giup toi tailiéu
lich su, c6 tich, truyén ky, trong tinh quan minbh,
hua rang khi nao cuodn sach duoc xuat ban, toi sé
biéu qui vi da cung cap tai liéu mot quyén dac biét
dong bia cung dé lam ky niém.

Tailiéu rung rung géi dén, nhiéu tai liéu qui gia,
lalung, chua ai tung biét.

Mo6i ho so, toi sap dat lam ba phan, lich st tinh,
ké do1a c6 tich, sau cung la truyén ky, giai thoai.
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Ho so hai muoi mot tinh, toi dé vao hai cai cap
to, tdt gan hai ngan truong, do nhing vi tdn thanh y
dinh t6i lan lugt gdi toi, va con gai téi ntia.

Khi nao tai liéu duoc kha doi dao, toi sé soan va
xudt ban tu tap mot cho moi tinh, nhu cong viéc
lam cuia 6ng Huynh Minh tu mdy ndm nay. Cong
viéc suu tam chua hoanh thanh, bong xay ra viéc
Nhut ddo chdanh ngay 9 thang ba nam 1945.

Va tai liéu lich st toi cing mat trong hoan canh
ly ky, sau nay toi sé noi ranh hon.

Gap Pham Duy Khiém

Thac si van chuong Pham Duy Khiém, ndi
danh nho quyén “Légendes des Terres Sereines”
(Truyén ky mién dat thanh binh) trong Nam ta
chac nhiéu nguoi biét.

Gido su Khiém c6 lan xu6ng Soc Tring tham
ong ba Berthel; ong ba moi Khiém dung com trua
va chi moi thém t6i ma thoi, khong moi Mahé véi
Nghi.

Trudc khi vao ban, ching to6i ngoi phong khach
noi chuyén. Khiém noi nang hoat bat hap dan, doi
thoai thich nghe; mo6i khi tra 1oi, ong ta dung day
sta 40, qua 1é phép.

Ong thuat rdng, nhan “Lé rudc nudc” (Féte
des eaux) trén Nam vang, Thong doc Hoeffel dac
cach giao mot chiéc xe hoi cho 6ng ta st dung voi
xang nhot day du, trong thoi ky nhién liéu han ché
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nay, ma truéc day Thong doc khong chiu dé cho ba
Hoeffel dung di Nam vang.

Duléxong, Pham Duy Khiém viét mot bai tuong
thuat trinh Hoeffel xem, vi 6ng nay qui trong van
chuonglam.

Trong bita an, t6i noi chuyén véi Khiém vé cuén
“Nam Ky danh nhan” t6i xudt ban nam 1943, va
nhung tai liéu vé “Nam Ky lich st va c6 tich” toi
dang thau thap.

Ong Khiém noi vé mdy quyén sach 6ng hodc da
xudt ban, hoac thao xong nhung chua in duoc vi
thiéu phuong tién, nhu gidy in.

Ong dén go ctia D6 d6c Decoux song ong nay
hua lan vi tinh hinh chanh tri cang cang thang gita
Phap véi Nhut.

It ngay sau, nhdm bua chua nhut, anh Déc phu
Nghi moi 6ng Khiém vdi toi dén quan dung tra.
bam thoai khong ngoai cau chuyén van chuong.

Co nguoi bdo ongviét tiéu thuyét bang Phap van.
Theo 6ng, viét nhu van si Phap khong kho gi, chi tao
hai nhan vat chdnh trong tiéu thuyét, mot thanh
nién, mot thiéu nit yéu nhau song vi hoan canh ma
xa nhau, dén chung gap lai nhau thi tinh trang trai
ngang khong cho phép hai dang phoéi hop...

Ong co thé viét duoc song 6ng khong lam.

Quan Thanh Tri
Quan chau thanh duoc xem la qua rong 16n,
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Chéanh phu cat b6t mot phan dudi gidp ranh tinh
Bac Liéu, lap ra mot quan mdi, gom mot tong va
bon thon.

Barthel trung dung cdi nha Bang Hoa kiéu gan
bén cho cho chu quan 6, va chinh 6ng Huyén Ho
Van Si, nam 1942, da thé t6i & Can Tho lam chu sy
Phong Congnho, bay gio d6i xuéng day dam nhiém
quan Thanh Tri.

Cudi nam 1944, Huyén Si duoc thang Tri phu
hang ba, Barthel bao téi danh dién xuong Thanh
Tri khen mung 6ng ta.

ROi vai ngay sau, mot budi mai, Barthel véi
toi xuong Thanh Tri xem cong viéc dap van dong
truong da tién téi dau.

Phu Si tiép don chung tdi, tay trai thoc vao tui
quan, chia tay mat ra bat tay Barthel.

Duong nhu khong bang long, 6ng nay hoi nhan
may, hoi: “Anh dau hay sao?” (Vous étes malade?)
Co lé hiéu, ong quan dap: “La vi sém mai nay toi
hoilanh”.

Thanh tra viéng So6c Trang
Nam 1944, Soc Trang chung toi dugc han hanh
haivi thanh tra dén viéng.
bo 1a 6ng Duong T4n Tai va 6ng Renou.
Ong Duong T4n Tai 1a vi Thanh tra hanh chanh
nguoi Viét dau tién do Chanh pht Phap b6 nhiém.
Ong dén Soc Tring, ghé ngay Toa bd; vita ua ong
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Barthel bén nha qua, téi gidi thi¢u hai 6ng cung
duogc biét nhau.

Ong Barthel moi 6ng Duong Tdn Tai nghi noi
nha khdch gan Toa b6 va moi 6ng dung com trua,
song khach tu choéi, mac dau ong Barthel an can
moi moc, vi d6 1a nguyén tac ctia ong.

Man gio, toi qua nha khach tham 6ng thanh tra
va noi chuyén mot giay véi 6ng vé tinh hinh trong
tinh va chi dudng cho 6ng dén may lang ma o6ng
muon xét.

Toi thay trén ban dé 16i moét chuc chai nudce suoi
Vittel.

Nghe noi, c6 luc 6ng thanh tra 6 Tan An, Cai
tong Cu Khac thiét tiéc dai ong, moi gay ludi ong
ciing khong dung cho mét miéng.

Vai ngay sau, nham chiéu thu bay, éng Duong
Tan Tai dén tham chung to6i va anh em cung nhau
noi chuyén rat lau.

bi thanh tra vé d¢ vai tuan, 6ng chuyén xuéng
Soc Trang bon sao ban phuc trinh ma 6ng da goi
lén quan Thong doc.

Ong danh moét cot cho chung t6i tra 16i nhiing
diéu nhan xét cua ong. Barthel dong y véi ong
Thanh tra hau hét cdc khoan.

ek

Cuo6i ndm 1944, dén luot 6ng Renou, Thanh tra
chanh tri vahanh chanh xuéng Séc Trang dé thanh
tra mat ve tinh hinh chanh tri trong tinh.

Ong mudn viéng nam ba than hao dé tim hiéuy



GIOBUIQUAN TRUONG e 239

kién ho vé thoi cudc, thit xem ho con trung thanh
voi Chanh phu Phap khong.

Ong can dung mot nguoi thong ngon kin dao,
Barthel gioi thiéu toi.

Renou cung toi di Ké Sach viéng Huyeén ham
Cuong. Cuoc hoi kién dién ra véi su hién dién cua
hai nguoi con trai 6ng Huyén. Ong nay néng nhiét
cau chuc nudc Phéap thang tran va thé trung thanh
cung nudc Phdp mai mai.

Bua khac, toi voi Renou gap anh Nguyén vVn
Nhung ¢ Bai Xau. V6i loi 1é 6n ton, anh Nhung té
su bat man cua nha tri thuc Viét Nam, nhu viéc y
khoa bac si dugc Chanh phu Phap tuyén dung véi
mot s6 luong qua mat, thua xa luong bong mot anh
bién cha!

Cuodi cung, Renou dén tham ky su Luong Phudc,
mot thanh nién Hoa kiéu, t6i dugc mién theo ong.

Mot van dé té nhi

Mot hom, Barthel moi toi 1én van phong, cay
toi qua dinh 6ng thong ngon dum cho ba Barthel
trong mot van dé té nhi (délicat).

Ong noi so toi biét rang mot 6ng quyén cai téng
quan Long Phu dem 1én biéu 6ng ba mot so tién,
thinh cau ong thuc thu 6ng ta lam cai tong; rang
chua c6 thé dugc, theo thé 1¢ hién hanh phai co
cuoc tranh cu cai tong, ong 4y sé ra tranh, chung
do¢ chu tinh sé liéu ma giup ong.



240 ¢ DAOVANHOI

Truong hgp ung ct vién chi cé minh 6ng, cing
phai mé cudc tuyén cu hop 1é.

Toi qua dinh, da thay vo chong 6ng cai tdng ngoi
do, voi ba Barthel. Ba ciing ndi dai khai nhu ong,
rang hién thoi ba khong dam nhan so tién cua 6ng
ba quyén cai toéng, chung nao 6ng dac cu cai tong
sé hay.

Ba Barthel vo trong mot luc dem ra mot goi bac
tra lai cho ba cai téng quyén.

Toi an Ui hai 6ng ba su nay khong mat di dau,
ong ba an tam, chi 1a mot van dé thoi gian doi ba
thang ma thoi, 6ng chu tinh da hura giup thi thé nao
ctung duoc.

Ong ba tu gia ra khoi dinh, nhung khi man gio
toi vé nha, thay ong ba da dén ngdi noi chuyén véi
nha toi tubao gio.

Ong yéu cau toi giup ong duoc viéc, ong sé dén
on toi.

T6i mim cuoi, dap rang toi la Pho nhi, gitup 6ng
chi duoc phan nao thoi, con nguoi giup do dac luc
nhut la 6ng chu quan va 6ng Chanh chu tinh, vay
ong nén xin 6ng chu quan dé nghi mé cudc tuyén
cu cang s6m cang hay.

Riéng phan toi, gap 6ng chui quan Long Phu, anh
Phu Hoc, toi sé noi van dé nay.

Ma that, nhan dip xét cong nho ¢ Long Phu, toi
noi véi anh Phu Hoc viéc 6ng quyén cai tong.

Anh dap: “bé coi lai”.

Anh “coi lai” qua lau, thanh thu anh déi di quan
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khac, ong Phu H6 Van Xuan & Can Tho xudng thé
anh mavan dé tuyén cu cai tong chua giai quyét.

Ma “nan nhan” gidn tiép trong vu nay chinh la
toi, bi 6ng Barthel khong bang long vi 6ng khong
c6 co hoi giup ong quyén cai tong duogc thuc thy,
cho nén o6ng phé diém toi: “.. Cong chuc siéng
nang, lam viéc gioi dan, thanh liém, song thiéu
sangkién...”

%33

Ong Phu H6 Védn Xuan nam 1941 tu Long Xuy-
én do6i xuéng Can Tho thé 6ng Phu Thach, vi toi
khong chiu di O Mon.

Theo ho so thi ndm 1943, va d6i qua Phung
Hiép, va nam 1944, xuéng Soc Trang, ong Barthel
cho ng6i Long Phu.

K

Nhut dao chanh (1945)

Nam gio sang ngay 9 thang ba nam 1945, tuy
phadi dén nha kéu toi, rang 6ng chu tinh moi gap.

T6i ngac nhién vi tu hai nam nay, chua bao gio
co sumoi bat thuong nhu vay.

Toi lat dat vo Toa bo, da thay cong chic Phap
Nam té tuu dong du roi, cong chuc Phdp dum nam
dum ba noi chuyén nho nho, con cong chiic Nam
ngo ngac hoi nhau: “Chuyén gi xdy ra?” ma khong
mot ai tra 1oi.

Barthel trén lau xuéng, dung gitta Toa bo noi
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rang vi hoan canh xay ra dot ngoét nén ong buodc
long phai roi khoi tinh moét thoi gian, roéi cting co
ngay tai hiép.

Ong béo 6ng Huynh Van Dao, ké todn vién, lam
ngan phiéu tra cho nhan vién hai thang luong va
tra lién noi budi mai.

Cong chuc Phap khong con gi bi mat ma khong
tiét 10 voi dong nghiép nguoi Nam rang trong dém
vua qua, Nhut da dao chanh 6 Sai Gon, nha cam
quyén van vo Phap déu bi ho quan thuc.

Thé la “ta ho” chu quyén Phap 6 bong Duong!

Ngay 9-3-1945 la mot ngay dang ghi nhé trong
lich su.

Va van mang Viét Nam cting qua mot khuc
quanh lich st.

Nhut chua voi di cdc tinh “moi” ngudi Au vé
Sai Gon tru ngu nén moi ngay Barthel c6i xe dap
di gan gan Soéc Trang huong vé Can Tho, nghe
ngong tin tuc.

Ong tinh sé chay xuéng Bac Liéu va tu do di
Ca Mau. Sau toi nghe lai thi duong nhu tau chién
My toan dén mii Ca Mau rudc nguoi Phap, nhung
chang thanh cong.

Barthelyéucautrongnhanvién Toabo mot nguoi
tinh nguyén theo ong dé lién lac voi S6c Trang. Tho
ky Huynh Ngoc Tam, doc than, ung chiu.

Ké tu ngay ay, chung t6i sém mai hodc chiéu vo
Toa b6 mot lan, cho tin, chd con lam viéc gi nuia!

Nhoém thanh nién mung ré vi “nudc nha sap
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duoc doc lap”, nha tri thuc lai hoang mang vi
khong khéo sé lam vao canh “dich chu tdi n6” (d6i
chu) ma thoi! Hét no 1é thang chu Tay sé phung su
thang chu Nhut!

Vai ngay sau, hay tin quan déi Nhut da toi Can
Tho, Barthel truyén linh truong tién quay ngang
cdi cau vé phia chau thanh, y muén ngan tré duong
tién binh cua Nhat.

Roi 6ng lén xe di Bac Liéu con ba Barthel vo
binh vién Soc Trang tam tru.

Toi cho gia dinh toi chd y phuc bang hai xe 16i
tan cu vo nha Cai tong Huynh Yén Sia 6 B6 Thao,
cdch tinh ly tdm cay s6, con toi déong ctra 6 nha cho
thoi cudc.

Néu to6i nhé khong lam thi ngay 14 thdng ba,
vao 16i hai gio trua, tuy phdi moi toi dén cong s6
Khanh Hung, noi d6 than hao chiic sac trong tinh
da dén hop. Hién dién co cdc ong Boc phu banh,
chu quan Ké Sach, Phu HO Van Xuan, chu quan
Long Phu, Nguyén Van Nghia, thanh tra tiéu hoc,
Su huynh Ignace Xavier, hi¢u trudng truong Dong
Soc Trang...

Mucdich cuocnhomhophomaylacudatnhung
chuc vu quan trong trong tinh thay thé nhan vién
Phép. Ct toa dong thanh cu anh Vo Van banh lam
tinh trudng, téi lam Pho, H6 Van Xuan lam Co
canh sat, Huynh Vian bao lam quan kho bac...

Chiéu ay, toi mudn xe rudc nha toi véi may tré
ve.
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Ngay hom sau, anh Banh lén nham chic va cong
viéc Toa bo diéu hanh nhu thuong 1¢é.

ek

Ngay Nhut Boén dén Soc Trang, ho thay cai
cau da bi xay ngang, mot todn linh va si quan tim
thuyén sang song, chay dén sé truong tién, (co
mot md “Jap 16 canh” phu td), budc 6ng truong
tién phai quay cdi cau ngay lai. Xong, ho hoi ai ra
linh quay ngang cdi cau nhu vay. bdp: 6ng chu tinh
Barthel

Khong biét ai ta hinh trang ong Barthel cao 6m,
ma Nhut tim duoc 6ng Clanet, Chanh an, cing 6m
cao, ho lam tudng la Barthel, ho bat dung dua lung
vao vach tuong, bit mat, toan xt ban.

May dau, Su huynh Xavier dén kip, can thiép
rang nguoi Phap nay la 6ng Clanet, Chanh an Toa
an Soc Trang, chd khong phai Barthel da di dau roi,
ho mdi tha Clanet ra.

Nhan vién Phap so 6 tinh nguy hiém dén tanh
mang, xin nha cdm quyén Nhut ché ho vé Sai Gon.

Va ngay ho roi khoi Séc Tring, ong Muret dén
Toa bo tu gia, toi, toi cung chuc 6ng duoc nhiéu
may man. Vi cudc tu gia &y ma nhom thanh nién
dusi quyén ong Nghia ngo nhan rang téi “mén
tiéc” (?) nguoi Phap.

Luc ay, Minoda lam Thong d6c Nam Ky, Satoh
lam Pho.

Cu6i thang ba, trong mét cuoc nhom hop than
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hao va cong chuc tai Toabo, nhom thanh nién co ac
cam ro rét voi anh Nghi chu quan chau thanh.

Vé phan toi, ho cong nhan rang to6i thanh liém
song yéu tanh. Sau phién nhém 4y, ong banh ky
gidy cho toi nghi phép ba thang va bé nhiém Vuong
Hong Sén lam Pho tinh truéng.

T6idong cita nhahoc Anhvédn, vathinh thoang
lai tru sé thanh nién nghe tin tuc.

Luc nay, anh Nguyén Van Dam da lanh nhiém vu
lam Chdnh 4n Toa Bac Liéu vaanh Ly Binh Hu¢ lén
lam Chanh dn Séc Trang.

Mot hom, toi dén tham anh Hug, suyt gap anh
HO6 Van Nga, tu Sai Gon xuong, ghé anh Hué roi di
Bac Liéu.

Trudc thoi cudc, anh Nga toan 1ap mot mat tran
ai quoc va anh di tim dang vién.

%3k

Théng sdu nam ay, anh Ngo Van Nhi dac linh
lam Tinh trudng Tra Vinh. Vai ngay sau, t6i duoc
thuyén chuyén lam quan truong Long Thanh
(Bién Hoa).

Va trong dip thuyén chuyén ca tram cong chuc
hanh chanh, nghe néi moét nhan vién cao cap van
phong Minoda lay bao ma dung bac.
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PN
THOR RY GHUYEN TIEP
[1942-1346)

Doi nguoi nhu chdp nhodng,
Thé su mong hoang luong.

Toi dc sao chong chdt!

Tu hanh thodt hoa wong.

SR

La gi hai chit nhuc vinh,

Hét vinh toi nhuc, nhuc vinh la gi?
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Quan truéng Long Thanh
(20-6-45 [/ 1-10-45)

Chung toéi mudn thuyén cua may ba xo 6 Soc
Trang ché d6 dac vé Cho bém, noi qué ngoai sap
tré toi, sau khi ban b6t mot mé ban ghé, bo xa long,
giuong sat...

Chung t6i géi y phuc, sach vd, tat ca vat dung
trong nha nhac gia toi, chi lay chiéc xe Peugeot di
Long Thanh nhan viéc.

Nghe noi lai, ban so, Tinh truéng Bién Hoa
muon cho toi & quan chau thanh, song 6ng Phu
Tan ham Phuc, quan truéng Long Thanh xin duoc
ti€p tuc cong vu 6 quan chau thanh, nén toi phai di
Long Thanh la vay. Truong hop giong hét truong
hop khi to6i xu6ng An Hoa.

Luc bay gio, Tinh truéng Bién Hoa la ong
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Nguyén Van Qui, quan truong Tan Uyén la Do Van
Cong, Lé Thanh Tuong 6V. Nguyén van Hai, quan
nao toi quen. bau thang bay, chung t6i nam ngudai,
tuyén the trudc 6ng Ta Trung Nhan, Chdanh an Toa
an Bién Hoa.

ek

Quan Long Thanh rong rai mat mé, mdy cay dau,
cOi ca tang cao dung chat san. Trén miéng ddt rong
hon mot mau, 16n hon dat dinh quan An Hoava buc
Hoa, dinh quan Long Thanh nam do6 so trén nén
cao, mot cai dinh quan cfi, ban dém con dau den
(mot loai con trung giong nhu hot dau den) trén
tran nha rét xuong 1o0p dop tua mua sa. Bén trai
quan la day trai linh, cting 10 khau sung; trudc trai
la san quan vot; quanh quan, nao budi, mang cau.

Tungoai duong cdivo khadi cong, phiabén trdila
van phong quan trudng, nho thdp, troi mua tat vo
uot minh. Bén phaila cong sé Phudc Loc xa.

Quan co hai téng: Thanh Tuy Thugng va Thanh
Tuy Ha.

Quoc 16 Sai Gon - Cdp chay ngang quan Long
Thanh. Mot con duong khdc noéi lién Long Thanh
v6i Xuan Loc. Con 10 thu ba dan dén lang Phudc
An, qua song bong Nai, 1én bén do Cat Lai, la di
ngay vé Sai Gon.

Thoibinh, quan Long Thanh vui vé, phon thanh,
tho san la mang cau dai, chom chom troc, chom
chom lép, sau riéng; may lang gan bién cé cua bién
ngon. Trén rung, ho 1am dau chai, cay, cui...
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33

Bay gio, cong viéc quan da doi khdc, thué khoa
va cong nho dung vao hang thu nhi, chanh tri vuot
lén hang thu nhut. Van dé quan trong dac biétlalo
My do6 bo tu dusi Cap lén.

Quan doi Nhut muon dan lang dao ham dao
ho, 1ap co cdu phong thu dai hai bén duong Long
Thanh Bién Hoa, sua soan tiép My xung dang néu
My do bo.

Duong nhu ho tra cho dan phu méi nguoi moi
ngay 1860, song cai 6ng phu trach mudén nhan
cong, kéu la ong Hai, tra cho moi nguoi chi co 1820.
Chung Nhut hay duoc, no danh duéi 6ng di. Nhut
cung mudn xe bo dé chg vat liéu. Anh linh Nhut
nao cung hét téc troc 16c cdi dau, khéi tézn cong
chai go.

Thanh nién tién phong (Jeunesse
d’avant-garde)

Phong trao nay di doi véi phong trao thé thao da
co tunam 1942 va rat thanh hanh nam 1945.

Uy ban thé thao trung uong & Bién Hoa cu toi
lam Trudng thé thao va thanh nién quan Long
Thanh, ong gido Choi la Truong ban Thanh nién
tién phong, hoat dong manh meé.

Moi chiéu, thanh nién tyu dén san quan tap
luyén, khi thi tap vo Viét Nam, khi lai ban bia.

Luc bay gio cung cdm nhat co bac. Ma, theo y



252 ¢ DAOVANHOI

toi thi, mudn chdm dut nan co bac, khong gi bang
tich thau may bo bai. Téi ralinh huong quan valinh
trang xét cac tiém tich thau bai dem vé quan chat
mot dong ché dau dot.

Bang trudng Long Thanh bon cang ba chon chay
lén Bién Hoa t6 toi véi ong Tinh truéng, tuc thi 6ng
nay chay bay xuéng Long Thanh, vita gdp toi ngoai
cong quan da ray tuoi hot sen, rang toilam viéc “vo
y thuc”, mat long bang truong Hoa kiéu, rang toi
muon bai trit nan co bac thi cho “bon” mua bai, ho
mua rdi ta sé 1ay bo bai xé di la ho hét co bac.

Noi nhu 6ng Tinh thi Hoa kiéu cu viéc nhap
cang bai ma ban van huong loi nhu thuong, chi cé
thang dan Viét mat tién ma khong dugc choi bai,
cai mdi thiét: Tinh trudng téi lo cho Hoa kiéu ma
quén quyén loi Viét dan!

ek

Mot bita, dé mung mot cuoc chién thang, quan
doi Nhut 6 Long Thanh thét tiéc dai si quan cao
cdp va moi toi dén du. Ho don dn nhung gi? may
dia cua bién, chudi, mang cut véi ruou sa ké. Nham
ngay chay, toi khong an cua, chi an chu6i véi méang
cut. Toi khong uéng rugu, ho dai téi nudce tra (ho
goila o cha). Si quan Nhut tha ho say sua mot bita;
tiéc tan, co nguoi té lan bén vé duong.

Hoc tiéng Nhut
Nhan vién trong quan ngudi nao cing cé ndm
ba chit Nhut bo tui dé xai trong luc gdp nguoi Nhut,
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nhu chao thi “konichihoa”, “yoto” la tot, duoc “yo-
tonai” la xau, “Jidosha”, xe bo...

Thong ngon thi co co6 Tiét, con 6ng chu su Buu
dién, hodc anh thong ngén nguoi Nhut di theo cac
quan, hit mai chun chut.

Anh dai ba Sakai day téi mot cau dai dé xung:
“T6i la cht quan Long Thanh”. Anh ndi: “Wa ta
shiwd, Long Thanh ni, guncho dess”. “Guncho” la
quan chu, “shocho” la tinh chu.

Sakai m¢ 16p day tiéng Nhut, ngé hau nguoi
Viét voi Nhut thong hiéu nhau, mén nhau va hop
tac chit ché, vi cung 1a nguoi A dong véi nhau.

Moi chiéu, mot s6 gido chic va thanh nién dén
hoc; thinh thoang toi cung dén du cho vui.

Sakai dep trai, noi tiéng Viét kha; va thuong noi:
“T6i muon chét & day”. Duong nhu va phai long co
gai con 6ng Cai Luong, tong Thanh Tuy Thuong.

%3k

Nhut dau hang (1945)

O Long Thanh, chung t6i ching nhan duoc tin
tuc chi hét, ngoai tin tuc Nhut dua ra vi ho tich
thau tat ca may thau thanh.

Cho nén hai trai bom nguyén ta My tha xuéng
Hiroshima ngay 6 thang tdm nam 1945, va Nagasa-
ki ngay 9 thang 8, lam cho Nhut dau hang vo diéu
kién, thé ma chung to6i khong hay biét gi rao!

Cdch vai hom trudc, Nhut xin chung toi truyén



254 ¢ DAOVANHOI

rao cho chu ngua, ngay 12 thang 8, dem ngua dén
quan ho lya mua.

bung ky hen, tit 8 gio mai, chu ngua 1an lugt dat
ngua dén, nhiéu con cao 16n to6t ma.

Cho mai dén 10 gio, moét si quan Nhut dén voi
vién thong ngon, bao tin rang “vi hoan canh” quan
doi Nhut phai di noi khac, nén hom nay khong thé
mua ngua duogc

Thé la chu ngua dem ngua minh vé, va vai ngay
sau, chung t6i moi nghe Nhut da dau hang vi hai
trai bom dc liét roi xuéng Hiroshima va Nagasaki.

Mot hom quan ba Ivabuchi, chi huy dai doi 6
Long Thanh, dén tham to6i; chung t6i an hét mot
tram chom chom tréc, uéng hai ly nudc tra; vién
si quan Nhut noi: “Hiroshima” rdi viét trén ban
con s6 4 tiép theo la nam con s6 khong, toi hiéu la
trai bom rét xuéng Hiroshima tan sat 400.000 dan.
Anh ta mim cuoi!

Anh tdng t6i mot cay sung hai nong. Sau, nho
vién thong ngon ma toi dugce biét luc trudc anh lam
quan hai di danh gidc ¢ Xiém (?), diéu khién mot
dao 200 quan. Xap tran may tiéng dong ho, anh
nhin lai dao binh minh, 16p chét, 16p bi thuong nga
rap hét, chi con m¢t minh anh dung gita rung. Anh
ling thung xach sung tré vé, dugc tuyén duong
cong trang va thang quan ba (dai uy).

Ivabuchi 16i 29, 30 tudi, voc vac cao 16n, mui
caodatrang, c6i con nguahong trong thatlabanh
trai. Doi voi anh ta, danh tu “nguoi lun” khong
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co nghia. Anh thuong danh ban vot véi toi va
mua kiém to6i xem. Cay ki€ém dai va ndng, to6i cam
khong muén noéi.

Mot btra chua nhut, toi t6 chuc mot cudc thi
ban. Dan lang dem no dén va moi nguoi dugc ban
ba mui tén. Cuoc thi dang vao luc hao hing bong
Ivabuchi c6i ngua dén. Anh ta ngac nhién ma théy
sao xa thu cu nham vao cai quang d6 ma ban hoai.
Thi ra, cai bia chung toi la mot khung vai trang,
khoang gitta vé mot quang do bang cai to, xa thu
nham vao hong tam ma ban.

Ma khung trang, véi trung tam mat troi chinh la
1a c6 Nhut bon, vo tinh, chung téi cho xa vao 14 co
Nhut mai!

Sau khi giai thich cho anh ta hiéu, toi bai cudc
thiban.

Mat tran Viét Minh (1945)

Thoi cudc bién chuyén, vua Bao bai cu mot
kham sai cho Bac Ky (d6i 1a Bac bo) va mot cho
Nam Bo.

Ngay 19 thang 8, Dai biéu Nam Bo Nguyén van
Sam ra Hué tyu chuc,anh H6 Van Ngala bonglyvin
phong ky nghi dinh cdch chic bén ndm vién quan
cao cdp ngach hanh chanh c¢ tiéng 1a tham nhung.

Nhung Mat tran Viét Minh (tén tat cua “Viét
Nam doclap dong minh”) néilén cudp chinh quyén.

Bao Dai thodi vi.

Viét Minh nam quyén cai tri tit Bac chi Nam.



256 ¢ DAOVANHOI

O Bién Hoa, mac ddu 6ng Pht Nguyén Van Qui
con dam nhiém chuc vu Tinh truéng, song thuc
quyén ¢ trong tay ong Duong Bach Mai, Thanh tra
cac tinh mién bong.

Con 6 Long Thanh, nhiitng ngudi bay lau hoat
dong trong bong toi, bay gio xuat dau 1o dién: bang
Huu lam Téng tho ky, Truong Gi¢, chu tich tong bo
Viét Minh, nhung ho van dé quan truéng lam viéc
“cho covi”.

Mot hom, xa truong lang no dén quan co viéc.
Quen miéng, anh goi toi bang “quan 16n”. Tuc thi
anh Gi¢ tron mat, hét to: “Anh xa truéng, néu anh
con dung hai chit “quan 16n ntta, t6i bo tu anh da!
Conanh bao, sao anh quan liéu qud vay, con dé cho
goi anh bang quan 16n?”

T6i nodi gian noi:

- b6 chi la théi quen cua ho ma thoi, chd nao
toi ¢ thich lam quan 16n: Anh Gié, anh budc ra
ctra van phong ma coi tdm bang treo tit hom toi
lén trdn nham quan Long Thanh: “Ai dung danh tu
quan 16n ma xung ho nua, sé bi phat 0850 bé vao
quy thé thao”. To6i con dan chu trudc phong trao
Viét Minh nuaa kia!

ek

Bay gio, quan doi Nhut bén dong 6 Long Thanh
cangaykhonglam gi, chi cho quan d6i Anh dén giai
gidi. Ho ban ré nhiing xdng nhot va dung cu khac,
nguoi Viét rung rung dén mua.

Nhiéu anh Nhut ban sung luc moi cay ba tram



GIOBUIQUAN TRUONG e 257

dong va mot s6 dong bao ta mua di ban lai kiém
bon tién 10i.

Téng bo Viét Minh dén “ngoai giao” voi Ivabu-
chi, xin sung 6ng thudc dan dé chong cu quan doi
Phdp. Vién si quan khong U, khong khong, nhung
ban dém chung toi nghe ho né sung dan am am
trong mot ngon suodi, goi la Sudi Vong.

Ngay 2 thang 9

Téng bo Viét Minh ¢ Long Thanh lap cai dién
dan trude chg, moi dong bao dén dong dao nghe
noi chuyén.

To6inhan thay ong boc phu Pham Hitu Ngai, cuu
quan truéng Long Thanh, khan déng 4o dai dén
nghe dién thuyét.

Nhiéu nhan vat tiép noi nhau trén dién dan, sau
cung ho yéu cau toi noi it 10i. Toéi 1én an thuc dan
Phdp, nhut la may ong chu don dién, va cau chuc
nudc Viét Nam duoc Tu do, Boc lap, Hanh phudc.

K

Luc bay gio, mot phan tu B¢ tam su doan, do ba
muoi nguoi voi vai cay sung, dudi su chi huy ctua
Nguyén Trung Truc (?) truéng doan, dén dong
trong s cao su cua ong Reyboubet, trudc la hi¢u
truong truong Gia Pinh.

Va mot hom, ho xt ti Tran Trong N. tai cho
Long Thanh vé toi diém chi cho Tay bat thanh nién
tién phong.
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Phong ngura quan doi Phap tdi bat toi, gia dinh
chuing t6i tan cuvo Phudc Thién, cdch Long Thanh
bon cay s, 6 trong mot can pho cua ong Luong,
chu nha may xay lua.

bau thang 10 nam 1945, chanh quyén Viét
Minh ¢ Bién Hoa bai bé chuc vu tinh truong va
quan truong.

Chungto6idldn lut trong maylang xa, nhuPhudc
Tho, Phudc Hiép, cach Long Thanh muoi may cay
s0, va nghe dau quan doi Anh di giai giéi Nhut bon
datéi Bien Hoa, quan doi Phap thap tung theo sau.

Duong nhu 6ng Phu Tan ham Phuc bi Viét Minh
nghi ngo va thanh nién danh chét. Toi nghié¢p thay!

Binh Phap dén chiém kho dan Thanh Tuy Ha.

Ban ngay, 161 mot vai trung doi mang sung di
lang nay qua lang kia, noi nao ho nghi c6 bo doi
Viét Minh an tru thi ho d6t nha nguoi ta.

Téng bo cay toi quyén tién cuu giup dong bao cé
nhabi d6t, ho bao rang: “Anh bao cé uy tin”.

Anh truong doan ta danh Nguyén Trung Truc,
muon chiéc xe Peugeot toi, s6 CJ.772, tiéngla dé di
thi sat cac mat tran roi bi Phap rugt na, anh bé mat
chiéc xe 6 Xuan Loc.

Truc cung ba anh nita, Tay, Du, Canh lam nhiing
diéu sai quay, bi xt tir tai Phudc Thién. Cong chung
6 Long Thanh ghép bon tén thanh mot cau cé y ng-
hia: “Truc Du Tay Canh” (Di ngay vé canh tay).

SR
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Nui Nira - Cap - Ba Ria (1945-46)

Nam bay btia, thinh linh nghe tiéng sung né,
nguoi ta phao don “Tay téi”, trong ndi am am,
thanh nién tuu dén quan ly dong nhu kién cé,
chuén bi doi phé.

Con thi ong gia, dan ba, tré con, 16p chay xuéng
sat, 16p vo rung, hoac xuéng ghe chong ra ngoai
song, vo may xéo ma an nup.

Chung toi cang nhu ai, cung diu dat doan con
tré xuong thuyén chong di mot doi, nghe ém ém
tré ve.

Song trong canh phap phong lo s¢ nhu thé da
hai ba thang truong, kh6 qud, chung toéi tinh vé
cung chame 6 Chg Lon, Tan An. Nhung duong giao
thong véi Sai Gon tro ngai, dung xe tat la khong
yén, vakhong ai ddm ché thuyén dua di.

Luc ay, nhiéu nguoi 6 Phuéc Tho xuéng Nui
Nua (Ba Ria) cho thudc hut vé ban. Ho qua quyét
dang thuy di Nui Nua da dé ma 6 d6 yén tinh lam,
dan su chi lo tu hanh; moét diéu tién 1oi ntta 14, dudi
Nui Nua, ho di Cho Lon rat thuong.

Va lai, noi do, chung to6i ¢6 vai nguoi ba con tu
theo dao “Ong tran”, chung toi chic khong 1y lam
bovo.

Roi Phudc tho, xuong Nui Nua

Thé 1a ngay mong hai thang giéng duong lich
nam 1946, chung téi nho mét nguoi ba con cho
thuyénxuong Nui, dinh ninh rangxuéng day chuing
toi sé tim phuong vé Chg Lén. Ghe dén Bén D3,
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mot chién sixét chung toi va, sau khi thdy khong
co gi kha nghi, ho cho chung t6i di thong tha.

Xuoéng nui dang vai hom, anh bién trong Bo
tham muu cua M. V. Vién moi to6i dén tru sé muon
cay sung luc t6i voi 6 phat bi.

Tu 4y, chung toi song mot cudc doi yén tinh,
trong luc tai Bién Hoa, binh Phap va Vé quoc doan
danh nhau nhiéu tran kich liét.

Ngay 23 thang chap, am lich, kich chién 6 Phudc
Thién;

- 24, pho, cho Phudc Hiép bi dot;

- mong tam thang giéng, quan doi Phap chiém
Ba Ria;

- mong 6 thang hai, hai bén xdp tran di doi tai
Phudc Tho;

- hai ngay sau, phi co Phdp “bd6” vung nay,
bay theo long song xa sung ban hai luong dan
cung nhiéu.

ek

Ngay 23 thang giéng, nua dém co tin don quan
Phap thira nudc 16n d6 bo lén Nui Nua. Uy ban
thon bo va Pho chi huy doan trudng thanh nién
x6n xao mot luc roi... thoi.

Thuo trudc, day la lang Nui Nua, cach bon nam
ndam nay, déi ténlalang Son Long, chiaranhiéu ap:
ap Bén b4, Ba Trau, Bén Dié¢p va hai xém: Dat Sét,
GO Su.

Dan suhai xom nay va 4p Ba Trau, gom 16i ba tram
noc gia va ngan rudi nguoi tu theo dao “Ong tran”.
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Hon bon thang cu ngu noi ap Ba Trau, toi thua
dip khdo cuu dao nay va bién thanh tap sach nho:
“Nui Nua - Tiéu suva dao Ong tran”.

Mot hom, chung toi gap mot anh Binh Xuyén,
chién si ¢ mat tran Chg bém (Binh bién, Cho Lén)
sau khi thét tran roi bo hang ngti di rong. Anh noi
v6i chung toi rang ngay 13 thang chap nam 1945,
dao binh Phdp dung do voi khang chién tai Cho
bém; hai bén déu ton that. Quan déi Phap rut vé
Cho Lén, d6t nhiéu nha & Cho dém, trong s6 ay co
cdi nhalauvahai cdi nha trét cua nhac gia toi.

Vatatcado dac, quan do, giay vo, sach v toi, goi
noinhaayluc toéi déi tu Soc Tranglén Long Thanh,
dinhién lam moi cho ngon lua.

To6i budn buc ba dém khong ngu, khong tiéc
quan 4o sach vo cho bang hai cap tai liéu lich su 21
tinh Nam Ky, vi may thu kia con c¢6 thé mua sam
lai duoc, cho tailiéu lich su, gom 2.000 truong, sau
bién co6 tim dau chora!

Mac dau hién nay co nhiéu sach khao cuulich st
cac tinh ra doi, rat co gid tri, song to6i nhan thay ho
thiéu nhiing tai liéu ma t6i da thau thap luc trudc.

Thang nam duong lich, 1946, tin binh Phép sap
qua Son Long cang thuong; nhiing nguoi kha gia
dao ham trong nha chon gidu do6 dac, quan 4o, n
trang, vi nghe néi nhiéu noi trén dat lién, bon than
binh di bo véi binh Phdp, lam dung co hoi, cudp
giut luong dan mot cach vo liém si.

Hang ngay, phi co bay luon rat thdp trén ngon
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cay, nghiéng minh cho phi cong dom tan trong
nha, vi binh Phdp dong bén Cép va Ba Ria nghi bo
doi Binh Xuyén dong bén Nui Nua.

Ho cung nghi ngo nguoi Nhut gia nhap vao b6
doi nay nén cudi thang tu duong lich, tau bay rai
truyén don trén nui bao nguoi Nhut phai tim dén
trinh dién cung “doi binh Phdp déng gan hon hét”,
hodc la di ngay veé Sai Gon trinh voi “Sé lién lac va
kiém sodt nguoi Nhut”, ho sé duoc hoi huong.

U’y ban thon bo va chi huy quan doéi ra linh cho
nhan dan

- khong duoc qualai Cap voi Ba Ria;

-khong nén phoi nhiéu quan 4o truéc nha, hoacla
c6 phoi, hé nghe tiéng phi co thi mau 14y vo cho hét.

Binh Phap d6 bé - Ngay thu tu 22-5-46

Ngay 22 thang tu nam binh tuat, nham 22 thang
nam duong lich 1946, moét ngay lich st cua Nui
Nua. Bay gio ruoi.

Trong luc nong phu dang cay ruéng, cho Ba
Trau nhom hop vui vay, bong dau, phia Bén Di¢p,
dau cu lao, la noi gan Vang Tau hon hét, cé tiéng
tau bay vu vu va tiéng sung: pam pam pam... Cong
chuing kéu to, that thanh: “Sunglién thinh!”

Roi thi ban hang giai tan nhu 6ng v 6, 16p mau
chon chay vé nha, 16p chay vo Nhalén (nha tho ctua
Ong Tran) nup dudi lam lua, vi bo lua mdy ngan gia
vi trong cui chdc chan, cao khoi mat ddt gan mot
thudc tay.
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Con trong moi nha thi gia, tré, bé 16n chun duoi
san van, hai ba bo chong lai mot, trén chat chuoi
cay, ném goi, ba thit gi mém cung chong chat lén
cho cao, cang cao cang tot, lay mém tri cung.

Phi co bay qua mot lugt, viivu... pam pam pam...
bay di xa roi thi bich kich phdo (mortier) trén
tau chién dau mot hang phia Viing Tau ban vai vo.

bung! Vién dan bay ngang khong khi, rit lén
mot tiéng veooo, rdi téi ngay trén dau minh né
mot tiéng long troilo dat. Mot ché im, tau bay téi...
iii...lai bo bom. Pam pam pam, lai ban sung lién
thinh xuéng.

Tiéng chuong moi nha ngan nga lén.

“Linh 6ng Phat 16n” (6 Nui Nua, nguoi ta ton
sung “Ong Tran” 1a Phat 16n) dugc mai vé ciu do
dé tu, Phat Thich Ca, Phat Quan Am, cho dén ong
Son than, ba Chua Xu, ba Nu Oa, cting dugc khan
vai pho ho chung sanh tai qua nan khai.

bung, veooo, dung, dan mot ché thi hanh phan
su.

Vai muoi vién dan; dén luot tau bay ban sung
lién thanh hodc tha bom xuéng.

Khuc nhac vang lung va rung ron kéo dai ca hai
tiéng dong ho, chin gio rudi mdéi dut.

- Tay dé bo 1én Bén ba roi!

Mot anh lam ray trén nha viéc chay vé, di ngang
nha ho hai trao tin 4y cho chung to6i hay.

Tay d6 bo!

Cudc ban pha du doi don duong cho ho d6 bo,
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chang con nghi ngo chi. May ong huong chuc cuu,
khédn dong 4o dai, lan luot tuu dén nha viéc. May
anh thanh nién phan nhiéu xuéng sat hodc lén nui
ma an minh.

Bay gio kiém diém lai coi nha ctra dong bao c6 bi
hu hai vi suban pha khi nay khong.

Nha 6ng huong bo Kiém bi mot miéng dan tro
ctra vao nha, khoét mét 16 tron vo bang ngon chon
cai, may khong ai bi thuong tich chi.

Nha chd ndm Tru, moét cai mam thau dung dua
vach bi dan lién thinh khoang lung ma cai mam
khong nga. Hai Chi bi bé vai cai lu, nha tu Huon
ngoi bé mot khoanh.

Nha dai, trong day Nha 1on cta ong, bi tré noc
mot 16 bang cai thung doi.

Hai dua gai nho, 6 xdm bat Sét, con cua chu ap
Ba, ngoi trudc hang ba hay la chay nup chua kip
khong ro, trung dan lién thinh, mot dura ling cuom
tay trai, mot dua bi thuong noi hong.

Chung t6i dang hi huc xay mot cdi ham nup
trong nha bép, ké nghe tin quan Phap do6 bo lién
ngung cong, vi ho da chiém hon nui ma khong gap
khang cu trong lang thi ho con ban pha liéng bom
lam chi nita!

Vi sao toi khong xuong sat hoac 1én nii ma tron
nhu may nguoi kia vay? Vi toi khong no lia mot
nguoi dan ba yéu duéi va chin tré tho cho danh! Lo
trong bon d6 b cé ngudsi do thoi da man, cudp giut
ham hié€p, co mdt minh, minh lay 10i phai gidc dat
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nguoi mot dan toc van minh, chac ho cting thong
cam chd chang khong.

Muoi moét gio rudi, mot toan linh Phdp do ba
muoi nguoi di rao trong ap Ba Trau, vo ti nha biéu
tat ca dan ong tuu tai nha hoi.

Noi nha hdi Ba Trau

Noi day, dan suva huong chuc dakha dong. Vién
quan ba, nguoi cao 16n, mdt may nghiém trang
nhung vé hién tir hoi ai noi dugc tiéng Phép.

Toi lan lut trong dam dong khong muon ra mat,
vién si quan biéu mét nguoi Viét Nam trong doan
doé bo, tén Paul, lam thong ngon.

Nhaclai hoinay, cach day chiing nia gio, toéinghe
tiéng sung no, bay gio tai nha hoi, toi thay sau bay
san d4 dat “thang cam” vo, mau me sau dit dam dia.

Hoiramaihayho gap né di ngoai ruong, ho keu,
no khong nghe cu lam lui di. Hoi, noi khong tra
161, ho ban. Thang dy cam tut thud nho, méi bap be
dugc ndm ba tiéng tit ndm ngodi, gitt trau cho chu
huong b6 Thé, nuédi com va cho quan do.

Thay Paul hoi ai lam huong chuc.

bap: day la ap Ba Trau, c6 huong chuc ap, tung
quyén huong chuc trén lang, nha viéc chanh cach
day bon nam cay so.

Quan ba biéu bién tén huong chuc 4y. May 6ng
cho tén bon nguoi: huong chu, huong su, huong
trudng va huong quan. Eo le thay, ho lai “cu” toi
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lam huong su va lai gidi thiéu cho téi mang kho -
rang toi ndi dugc tiéng Phap.

- Anh biét tiéng Phap? Quan ba hoi.

- Biét chut dinh.

- buoc, anh lam thong ngéon dum t6i. Anh lam
gi 6 day?

- Téila nguoi tan cu.

- Luc trudc anh c¢o giup viéc Chanh phua khong?

- Co.

- Ong chu cu anh la ai?

- Quan cai tri RB.

Thay Paul vot miéng noi:

- Toi nhd roi, thay l1a thay gido ma; thay cé lam
thay gido phai hon? Nén néi tiéng Tay cung kha kha.

Toi cuoi. Luc ay, 16i mot chuc nguoi linh lai dat
thang Cam di, toi hoang hon, tudéng ho dem no di
ban; toi cat nghia cho quan ba hiéu rang thang ay
no cam, no hién lam, khong biét gi hét, dung danh
dap no toi nghiép.

Vién si quan biéu dat no tré vo, cho ngoi trén
van.

Ké san d4 dan vé moét top dan lang, bat ngoi
ngoai duong, dudi nang, con ho vé dung trong
hang ba, lay non quat, rut khan lau mo6 hoi. Toéi xin
v6i quan ba cho may anh dan vo nha dai ma ngoi,
ong budc ra qud may anh san da:

- Sao may anh dé ho ngo6i ngoai nang vay? May
anh phoi dau tran ngoai nang chung muoi phut
duoc khong?
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San d4 tiu nghiu, dat dan lang vo nha dai, bao
ngoi doé nghi. Quan ba hoi téi trén nui c6 hang ho
chi khong.

Toi ta dong Son than cho nguoi nghe. Nguoibao
vai huong chic dan duong cho nguoi lén viéng may
hang ay.

Huong chuc kinh hon ngat nho toi:

- Thanh nién tron trén nui ca trdm, néu quan ba
datlinh diranranro ro, thanh nién hoang chay, ho
ban chét di con gi!

T6i giai thich véi quan ba:

- Dan lang day thiét thalam, ho nghe tiéng suing
da kinh tam, nén ho chay trén trén nui, xin 6ng
hiéu dum cho.

- Pugc, vay hai nguoi huong chuc 1én kéu ho vé
trinh dién vdi toi, bao ho dung so chi ca, toi khong
lam hai ho dau. Song trudc khi di, hai nguoi huong
chuc phai dé tén ho lai day, sau gio chiéu phai vé
toi, nhuoc bang khong vé, toi sé tim bat vaban lién.

Nguoi hoi tham toi vé thiic an nudc udng noi day,
vi nguoi dinh don binh ¢ day it ngay, bat toi véiba ong
huong chuc gia lam “con tin”, ham rang néu trong
dém nguoi bi tap kich, nguoi sé ban bon “con tin”.

Huong chiic dem nudc tra va chudi dai quan ba
vdicachasiquan. Vién siquan chi huy day vong may
tré bi thuong ¢ bat Sét xuong nha héi cho vién di¢u
duong Phap bang bo so thuong tich, roi xé chiéu sé
co bac si Tay trén lang xuéng cho thudc. Nguoi nao
mang binh chi cung sé dugc bac si diéu tri.
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Tru may nguoi binh véi bén con tin, con bao
nhiéu huong chuc va dan lang déu phai lén nha hoi
Son Long cho quan tunoi chuyén, chuing vai gio thi
vé, chd khong sao.

Quan ba nghi sao khong biét lai bao toi phai di
voi huong chuc va dan lang. Luc 4y, may ong dan
nhao nhao dp lai khai binh: 6ng nay sung chon, 6ng
kia rét, 6ng no ho, muon t6i néi dum cho ho khoi
lénlang.

ek

Mot gio rudi trua, sap hang hai ra di, dudi vom
troi xanh thdm, nang nhu d6t nhu thiéu.

Khong mot chut gio. Chom may bac treo cao.

Cay mit, khom dao, bui tre dung tro bén vé
duong, ngac nhién tu hoi khong biét doan nguoi
nay di dau co day co doc, lai c6 may anh da trang
doi non sat, mang sung truong, di hai bén ho tong.

Anh quan mot (thiéu dy) tim toi noi chuyén;
anh tot nghiép truong vo bi mai ra, duoc linh sang
bong Duong binh dinh (?). Anh ¢6 gang hoc tiéng
Viét Nam ddng noi chuyén cung nguoi bén xu, ché
khong hiéu nhau, khong néi duogc tiéng Viét Nam
thi kho qua.

Anh co6 thién cam cung nguoi Viét vi ho ciing
khong hung han gi.

Anh 1a chién si, anh chi biét lam phan su nguoi
chién si thoi, anh phé binh nghiém khac cu chi
nhing san da thua co hoi hanh binh trong lang,
ham hiép dan ba con gai, cudp giuc bac tién, ban
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giét thuong dan vo toi. Nudc Phap mdi trong tu do
nhan dao, khong nhin nhitng dia con nhu vay.

Tiéc thay, chién si co thién chi nhu anh thiéu vy
nay lai 1a phan it, va rat it, tiéc thay!

Noi nha héi Son Long

Binh si Phap dong ba bon tram nguoi. Vién
thiéu uy vao bdo cdo xong, chung to6i ngdi ngoai
cho. Quan doéilay nha héi Son Long lam Téng hanh
dinh, an ngu valam viéc.

Giay phut, ho moi huong chiic Ba Trau vo. Mot
vién siquan cao, 6m, dau chon, bao toi thong ngon,
hoi ba diéu bon chuyén vé hanh chdnh é Ba Trau,
lam viéc dudi quyén ai... Poan, huong chtuc ra, ho
moi toi vao trong. Mot vién quan hai con tré, 6m,
cao, mang kiéng trang, ngoi sau ban, lanh viéc dieu
tra; canh ban, mot ong ach Viét Nam long khong
thong ngon.

Bén trdi, mot than binh Viét dang thang tay vut
chiécroidalénlung mét dongbao, téc quan, minh
tran, quan kaki. Moi lan chiéc roi vo tinh giang
xuong lung anh nay n6i mot vét dai bam tim, la moi
lan anh kéu 1én nhiting tiéng “6i” xé rudt! Giot mau
dao bat dau rin trén lung anh, than binh cu thang
tay vut boc, booc...

- May khai hay khong?

- Oi, toi co gi ma khai!

Ngay hom nay, viét may dong chi nay, duong
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nhu toi con thay rang rang truéc mat tan tuodng tra
khao vo nhan dao kia, long toi se that lai, valan nay
la lan dau tién trong khoang hon bén muoi nam,
toi budn qud, toi dau dén qua, toi khoc.

Vi tu toi muoi hai tudi la mau than toi lay loi
phai trai ma day bdo t6i, ché khong con dung roi
vot cung toi nua, ti 4y dén nay, sudét may muoi nam
truong, ngay hom nay toi méi co dip lai dé khoc!

Khi xua, bi mau than toi danh, t6i khoc vi dau
don xdc thit; hom nay, toi khoc vi dau don trong
long. T6i cam an va thuong hai ca hai nguoi, mot
nguoi ham ham, mat may hung dc, to minh la nguoi
dac thé httu quyén, dung quyén mot cach dac luc,
tri¢t dé; mot nguoi, hai tay bi troi quat sau lung,
ngra mat lén troi ma kéu rén, cu chi ké sa co that
thé, chikéutroi chd chang conbiét cau ciuvdiai...!

Piéu tra
Vién si quan diéu tra hoi toi:
- Anh tén gi, ho gi, lam nghé nghié¢p chi, may
tudi, c6 vo con khong?
Toi khai gia thé.
- Anhlam gi 6 Nui Nua?
- Toi tan cu.
- Tirhoinao?
- Tu thang giéng nam 1946.
- Nghia la da trén bon thang roi? Luc trudc anh
lam gi?
- Toi la cuu quan truéng Long Thanh; tit ngay
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Viet Minh bai bo chuc tinh truéng va quan truéng,
toi va gia quyén toi muon vé Sai Gon nhung chua
dugc, toi phai xuoéng day nuong nau véiba con, cho
thuan tién vé Cho Ldn.

- Tai sao anh lua mot cho, 6 hang bon cudp (),
quan phién loan (?) matan cu?

- Laviluc trudc, toi nghe 6 Nui Nuadan culo tu
hanh chd khong nghe ai n6i ho lam gidc va an cudp
bao gio.

- Anh biét bo doi Binh Xuyén dong cho nao
khong? Anh gap ho khong?

Toinao cobiét trong dan suailakhang chién,va
toi khong ro bo doi Binh Xuyén dong cho nao, toi
chi 6 quanh quén 4p Ba Trau ma thoi, chang hé dam
lén lang va ra Bén b4, vi toi la nguoi la mat.

- Anh co biét co quan hanh chanh Viét Minh dau
khong?

- Toi cung khong biét.

Vién si quan lay roi gia toi, ro6i cam cay sung luc
lén sam soi:

- Anh noi toi kho tin qua! Ai cung biét bo doi
khang chién déng noi nao, co quan hanh chanh
Viéet Minh 6 dau, duy co6 anh, anh 6 Ba Trau trén
bon thang ro6i ma anh khong biét, hay la gia vo
khong biét.

- Thiét tinh to6i khong biét, vi toi so nguoi ta
nghi toi, toi co ddm di dau!

Anhbiét Chanh phu Phdp da caitritai CapvaBa
Ria khong?
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- T6i c6 nghe noi.

- Anhla cuu cong chic Chanh phu Phdp, sao anh
lai khong tim dén Cép hay Ba Ria ma trinh dién voi
nha cam quyén?

- Toilam sao di dang? Gia dinh dong con, nhiéu
valiquan dao do dac.

- Anh c6 biét Lé Thanh Duy khong?

- Khong.

Vién quan hai suy nghi mot giay r6i néi ma gan
tung tiéng:

- Thai d6 anh kho hiéu, néu anh muoén ra khéi
Nui Nua thi anh ra duoc, chi tai anh khong muén
ma thoi!

bot ngot, ong hoi toi:

- Anh lam gi trong uy ban Viet Minh 6 day?

- Toi khong co lam gi ca, va toi khong biét Uy
ban la ai.

- Thoéi duoc, anh lai dung dua vach kia.

Thoat vién quan tu budc vo, quan hai noi gi nho
nho véi quan tu, 6ng nay kéu toi lai:

- Maylam gi 6 Nui Nua?

- T6i tan cu, lanh nan (me réfugier)

- Sao may khong ra lam viéc voi Chanh phu
Phap?

To6i khong dam ra khoi cu lao, s¢ nguy tanh
mang.

May ndi ldo! May lam gi trong Viét Minh?

- T6i chang hé ndi ldo, toi khong c6 lam gi trong
Viét Minh hét.
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- Néu dung sau gio may khong khai that, tao sé
ralinh ban may.

Vién quan hai dat toi do caa hong bén phai ma
ra ngoai, bao toi dung dudi goc cay, cat linh canh
git. Noi tru bén kia, Lé Thanh Duy da bi troi ke, lai
co mot soi day cot ghit co vao tru.

Lam nan

Bon san da xum lai ché giéu toi, chung néi mang
toi, toi mang lai, vién si quan dau chon bao troi
toi vo cay cOt song song vdi cay noi day da troi Lé
Thanh Duy.

Mot tén san da cham diéu thudc no dang hut vo
long ban tay t6i, toi day lai noi:

- May khong banh chut nao hét! (tu n’es pas
chevaleresque du tout!)

Thang ay xén 1én bo di, thang khac lai hoi:

- May lam sao ma song 6 day?

- Tao lam sao song may hoi chi?

- Chac may cd 4n tién cua Viét Minh?

- Tao khong cd lanh tién gi cua ai hét, nhung tao
song cach nao khong quan hé gi t6i may ca.

N6 vang tuc mot cau, toi ngo lang cho khac
khong them tra 10i. Mot vién doi noi gi voi toi, hom
nay toi da quén, song toi nho toi tra 16i véi va rang:

- Con ngudi ta, ai ai cting chét cé moét lan thoi!

Va cai:

- Phai, nguodi ta chi chét co moét lan, nhung cd cai
chét tunhién, cai chét du ton.
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To6i mim cuoi:

- Chét tu nhién hay chét du ton cung la chét.
Song minh khong lam diéu sai luong tam thi nao
¢0 so chi cai chét!

Nhiéu vién doi truong va si quan bao vay toi va
hoi toi, khong ngoai cau chuyén “tai sao bi bat” va
“cuu quan truong ma lam gi ¢ Nui Nua”.

Da s6 trong bon ho néi chuyén co 1é phép, to
rang ho co gido duc dang hoang, khong kéu “may”
xung “tao” nhu may nguoi linh cia ho, ho khong ¢
cai “cuchivo phusan da” (manieres soldatesques)
va nhut 1a ho khong ving tuc.

Ta ta bong nga vé tay...

Trong canh tu toi ma thi ti van doi dao!

Ta ta bong nga veé tay... May chu san da lo dao
ham, tri sunglién thinh trén mo dat, dubi quadém.

Khat nudc qua.

L¢ Thanh Duykéu mot1ao Bac ky map, troc dau,
madc do thun va bang vai trang do, xin mét miéng
nudc uéng. Ban dau, toi tudng ong 4dy la thuong
xuyén, hayla 6ng tirtrong dinh, sau ro laila boi tay,
than binh kéund la 6ng sdu.

Ong sau dem ra nua lon thiéc nudc giéng, Duy
udng xong, toi ciing kéu xin mot miéng. Ong vo muc
dem ra ntia lon, ké vao miéng to6i, miéng nudc giéng
luc 4y né ngon lam sao! Chua chac sam banh thuong
hao hang lau nam cua nguoi Phap ngon bang.

Luc 4y gan sdu gio. Ma dung sdu gio, “néu minh
khong khai that” (minh néi doéi bao gio!), vién
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quan tu sé ra linh ban minh. Tu sanh hitu mang,
phu qui tai thién.

To6i tuong nhé cha me gia, cha bay muoi bay
tudi, me bay muoi lam, gan ddt xa troi, may anh chi
em, va con thovoyéu, toi cam dong thd dai, hot luy
muon tran lén mat.

R6i day, song than toi hay tin toi bj ban! Canh
tham thiét tre gia khoc mang to, khong roé con toi
tinh gi ma chét ban! Con bay con tdi, chin tré tho
nheo nhoc, dua dau long chi muoi bay xuan xanh,
dua ut moi vira nam tuoi.

Con sé mo co6i cha, ai day do con cho nén nguoi?

To6isuc nhd ba cau ca, nghe trong dia hat dé nao:

“Podi thay con tho,

“Con dai con kho

“Kéu khoc theo cha!

Roi day, con toi sé khoc kéu, theo me! Toi ng-
hiép cho dan con tré, ché mang toi, toi nao co ké
chi. “Nam mo Dai tu dai bi Ctiu khé cttu nan Quan
thé am B6 tat”.

%33

T6i niém tham danh hiéu B6 tat mot lat lau,
bong mot anh doi trudng lai bao toi: “Anh hay noi
vé6idan lang va huong chuc rang dém nay chung toi
buoc long phai cho ho ngu d6 trong truong hoc, va
néu nguoi nao toan tau thoat, sé bi ban ngay”.

Ho yéu cau minh théng ngon va lap lai cho
huong chuc va dan lang 16i dan bao ham he do, tat
chiéu nay ho chua “x” minh.
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Vieén doi noi xong, mé troi toi voi Le Thanh Duy
roi bao vo trong truong hoc.

bi tiéu tién, “nhap truong”, 16p ngoi, 16p nam,
dang... thuc. Cat bua com chiéu.

Anh cha den cam sung dung gac ngoai cua, ban
dau anh dé cua cho tu nguoi ra di tiéu di tiéu, sau
nhiéu nguoi moéilan dong ra mot luot, va dém cung
da t6i roi, nén anh dong ap cua lai. Nong nuc qua,
chung t6i c6i 4o ra quat. Toi ngdi gitra anh muoi
Bong voi chu huong truong Nhiém. Anh muoi noi:

Hoi chiéu, toi nghe anh noi tiéng tay voi may
ong & trong, toi tuéng roi anh cung duoc tha ra,
khong ngo moét lat ndm Tru chi toi coi anh bi troi
dua cot, thiét toi dut rudt nat gan, to6i khong hiéu
vico gi.

-Polatainan cuatoi!

May nguoi quen xum lai:

- Sao dan lang bi giam, anh?

- Sao huong chtuic cting bi giam, anh?

To6i dap:

- Nghe noi mai nay huong chuc sé qua Ba Ria
trinh dién voi 0ng chu tinh, con dan lang thi sé xét
hoi, chd chang ¢o chila.

- Roi chiing nao huong chuc vé?

- Trinh dién réi thi vé.

- Conanh?

- Con toi thi... khong biét tdinh mang to6i co toan
hay khong.

Chu huong truéng Nhiém xen vo:
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- Nguoi ngay ma né nao troi hai hay sao!

Toi bao:

- Vay thi chu ba lam on badm dum t6i mot que,
coi bon mang to6i thé nao.

Chu ba Nhiém co tay tinh todn rdi noi:

- Bon mang chu vung vang, khong co sao. Nay
la ham hai, mai ham ba, c¢6 1é mai chu dugc tha ra;
bang mai chua duoc thi bua ham lam cung duoc
tha.

bém cang khuya, muodi vo ve bén tai, ké ngu
ngay om som, nguoi thuc néi chuyén cing lén
tiéng. Ngoi lau moi, toéi nam co. Ngoai troi sang
sang. Sang chua? Chua. Trang vita moc. Thuc noi
chuyén nho nho cho sang. Ga gay, troi gan sang roi.
Thoi, nin tiéu va ran chiu nuc thuc thém vai canh
nua.

Muodi van kéu, ta xong httu dot. Nhiéu anh nong
phu ngay van gion. Vai chiéc ta 4o phe phdy quat.
ba thay ro hinh nguoi. Binh minh.

Ngay tha nam 23-5-46

Cualép hoc mg, anh cha san da cho ra.

Trén bui cé canh cay suong mu con dong.

Chim rung bat dau kéu, trai nui truéc mat than
nhién nam i. Chung t6i tia xuéng rudng, lay tay
bup nudc suc miéng, rira mat may.

Qua dat cu xay, mat troi 16 dang, canh mai tuyét
dep, gi¢ théirao rao.
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Chung t6i 16p ngoi 16p dung dudi hang ba.

Bon san da di nghinh ngang ngoai san, dua an
banh mi phé mach, dia gap mot dui ga quay.

Khét nudc, mot nguoi bao toi xin phép tay den
cho mot dua tré chay vé nha muic nuéc dem ra
uong. Tay den chiu.

Muoi phut sau, thang nho tro lai, tay xdch mot
tin nudc lang lang. Mot anh uéng roi trao tih cho
nguoi khdc, cé anh 16p mot hép suc miéng, phet
nho6 r6i méi uoéng. Nhiéu anh phan nan rang suc
miéng thi xuéng ruéng ma suc, con nudc trong
tin dé cho anh em mo6i nguoi u6ng mét miéng cho
do khat.

Thang bé lai chay vé dem qua mot tin nua véi
mot gau nudc bang nang.

Bon si quan Phédp kéu tat ca lai dinh xét hoi tiép.

Bay gio chung toi nghe nhu da day doi hoi phai
cung cap vat thuc cho né. Ngay nay sé ra sao day?
May nguoi 6 xom lang dugc ba con dem com banh
trai cho dn. Chung to6i, dan Ba Trau, cting phai lau
lach lam sao ché.

Nhac lai, trua hom qua, hoi t6i lai nha viéc Ba
Trau, toi khong cé bé theo tui dong nao, ca cai
khan tay cing quén dem, nhiing tuéng xudng giap
mat véi ho mot chut roi vé, chd co sao, nao de...
Nén dém nay, téi muon anh muoi Bong ba chuc
bac, phong khi ho giai minh qua Cép, qua Ba Ria,
co tién ma xai.

To6i méi trao cho anh tu Nt ndm dong mua banh
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com anh em an do da. Mot lat, khong ro dudi Ba
Trau dem lén hay trong xom lang bung ra mot r6
com, may cai muong, véi mot chén ca thiéu kho.
Anh tu Pen kéu toi lai an, toi choéi tu rang toi an
com con no; may anh c6 ép toi phai dung ba miéng
cho viing bung vi khong biét ngay hom nay, minh
sé dugc 4n bua nao ntta chang. Thoi, vi tinh may
anh, toi cung lay mudng xuc an ba hot.

Hom qua, luc toi bi tréi vo cot, mot vi Phap quoc
dai anh hung 16t cai nén casque trang cua toi ném
xuong dat, ro6i mot vi tiéu anh hung khdc lai muon
dem di dau mat.

Sang nay, toi xin phép vién quan hai cho t6i vo
nha hoi kiém cai non. Kiém tdo tdc khong co, tro
ra. troi nang qud, toi han hanh luom dang mot cai
non 14, ai bé gan goc xoai. Toi hoi non ai, khong ai
nhan, t6i muon doi do.

Nha binh bdo cai Gidc, Lé Thanh Duy vdi toi
ngoi riéng, chac ho cho ba chung téi la “tu binh”
quan trong.

Cai Giaclamoétanh caimatahoéihuu, vé nhalam
ray tai Bén b4, bi bat trong ham nup ltic binh Phap
d6 bo. Quan 4o, vong vang cua vg anh voi sau tram
dong bac dung trong mot cai bao kaki bi dai ma va
tiéu qui “sach sanh sanh vét cho day tui tham”.

ot

Anh linh gdc gat qua chung! Ai ngo6i dau ngoi
day, dau co nang ciing troi thay, khong duoc phép
di dich di dau hét!
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Hai vién si quan lo viéc diéu tra: vién cao, mang
mat kiéng hoi to6i hom qua la quan hai Lebris, voi
mot vién 6m, mat thén, dau chon.

Nguoinao duoc hdi réi makhong co gi kha nghi,
ngoi riéng mot bén va ho cap cho mot miéng gidy
bang ba ngdn tay, viét:

Vu:

Le 23 Mai 1946

L’O.R. (L’Ouricier de renseignement)

Ky tén: Lebris

Kién thi

Ngay 23 thang 5,1946

Siquan diéutra

Ky tén:

Anhdanlang duoc miénggidydy quino honvang
ngoc, trong né nhu tdnh mang minh, hai tay cam
giolén ngang nguc, nhu cdc quan dang cuu cam cdi
hot budi chau, mat hién tit xem dé thuong...

Canh mai dep cho nhiing nguoi vo tu lu, mot
anh san d4 cat tiéng hat. Hoa nhip véi tiéng 6... 6...
6 ciaanh, mot con chim ruing dau trén cay dau cao,
kéu cac... cac... cac nghe buon cuoi la.

Hoi tang sang, nhiéu top san da chia nhau, moi
top vai ba muoi nguoi di mot nga, treo 1én nui. Giay
lat, nghe sung lién thinh né: bum, bum, bum...

Lo6i chin gio rudi, muoi gio, dat vé mot doc, y
phuc tu té c6, ma kho rach 40 6m cung co.

Roi diéu tra.

Hoi tdm gio, quan hai Lebris cho doi may huong
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chic Ba Trau vo. Mdy anh huong chtuic toi ciing ng-
hiét, ho 16i t6i theo lam cho Lebris ngac nhién hoi
t6i vo lam gi. Toi nai toi la huong chuc. Vaboi toila
huong chuc nén 6ng sau boi tay moi cho to6i mot bai
hoc rang toi la huong chiic sao khong biét 1€ phép,
dén trudc mat quan ma khong mac mot cdi o dai.

Ong sau khéo lam lanh thi thoi!

Toi biét phép lam chd, toi thuong khuyén bao
huong chuic khi dén Toa bo, dén quan, nén mac cai
do dai, song vi chiéc 4o toi, hom qua hoi vién quan
ba biéu toi 1én lang, nuc qua, toi coi tai nha hoi Ba
Trau, goi ba con dem vé gium.

Toi cé cau ong day toi 1é phép dau!

Toi chua kip tra 10i 0ng sau thi Lebris dudi toi
ra ngoai.

Vay ngay hom nay, ne ong sdu, néu qua vo
thuong chua rudc 6ng va ong dugc han hanh doc
quyén hoi ky toi day, ong nén xem may dong chu
trén nhu la cau tra 1oi toi nhan goi cho 6ng nhé!

Boi tay mat dut, khéo lam bo lanh!

Giai qua Cap
biéu tra xong, qud muoi mot gio. Mot doan
san da chuc nguoi, bon anh than binh, ho tong “tu
binh” va huong chuc xuéng Bén b4, sé co tau ché
qua Cap, danglén Ba Ria.
Nang gat, duong quanh co, nhiéu khuc 16 phai
16i ngang qua ving nudc.
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Bén trai, nui Bén b4 nhu con qui, nam day dau
rabién.

Con do ngan thudc ntta toi bén, ching toi (linh,
dan va lang) dung chon, ngdi bén vé duong dudi
bong cay manghi, tronglic vai san da dat Lé Thanh
Duy vé nha, ra vuon tim sung. Vai muoi phut sau,
ho dem Duy tré ra, réilai di.

bén Bén bd lamoét gio trua.

Trén nha viéc, ngon co tam tai bay phat phdi.
Mot toan linh dong noi day, san d4 minh tran than
trui, chi co cdi slip che bo phan sinh duc thoi; di
rong ngoai duong.

Nang qud, anh nao anh ndy lung va mat do au,
gio thoi run rung chom 16ng nguc.

Mot san dd héi toi bén nay tam dugc khong, cé
cd noc, ca sau, co ca map, co thuong luodng, co...
co... hay khong.

Traloi: “Ba con nét”

Anh hoi 6ng chu quan. bap: “Tam duoc”. Tuc
thi anh nhay ao xu6ng 16i.

Tiém ong gia ban d6 gia vi bi cuoc oanh tachom
qua lam hu cua lung mai hang ba, may nha khac
cting hu hao chut dinh, nhung khong ai bi thuong.

Ngoi trudc hang ba 6ng gia ma cho xa lup. boi
tay noi co 1é hai gio, hai gio may moi qua tdi, va di
vai gio dong ho sé dén Cap. Qua Cap roi di Ba Ria
luon.

T6i dan anh muoi Bong, toéi co6 quen quan Phu
Bui Quang An, chu tinh Ba Ria, nhu t6i dugc gap
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nguoi thi tot, bang ching, xin anh trao 10i cung
nguoi rang c6 mot ban cua nguoi la Tri phu B.V.H.
bi nha binh bat, xin nguoi liéu luong ctu gium.

Muoi Bong nhan lanh st mang, 1ap di lap lai 1o
toi dan hai ba lan cho thiét nha.

Vo cai Gidc bong dia con mdi lén hai tudi ra
thdm chong. Chi mat may u ¢, cai Gidc cing buén
khong noi chuyén.

Hoi ¢ trong lang, ho c¢6 bat mét anh dan mang
do gium ra Bén D4, do cua thay sdu, than binh.
Anh dan nay da duoc diéu tra, co gidy tu té, khong
dang nghi.

bén noi, anh dé d6 xuéng roi... di ve.

Doi tay thay vang anh, tuéng la mot “tu binh
vuot nguc”, ho hoang, chay kiém lang xang, hdm
rang néu kiém khong dang, sé ban so ba nguoi
trong bon t6i ma tri toi.

That mang song chung toi ré qua, ré hon mang
conga, vigiét conga condn thit,chdban thang dan
Viét roi ho dap xuong song!

May dau, thay sau trong nha viéc ra, cat nghia
vay vay, doi tay uy uy bo ra.

Khat nudc, chung t6i cu muc trong lu 6ng chu
tiém. Toi trao cho 6ng dong bac dé 6ng mudn
nguoi ganh nudc. Ong khong nhan, to6i ¢é nai 6ng
tho lanh to6i mdi nghe.

Hai gio rudi tau lai, chiéc tau dung do6 bo, boc
sat, cdi luon bang, tam bung trudc mui ha xuéng
kéolén duoc.
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Chuyén thu nhut, linh vé dong, khong thé cho
hét dan vdi lang, nén chi chd Lé Thanh Duy, cai
Gidac voi toi.

Xuoéng tau, chung toi céi 4o, vi ra bién song to,
chiéc tau tréi 1én hup xuéng, song tat vao minh
may udt hét.

Tau xinh xich chay, mét doi gap chiéc ghe bau,
tau tha moc sat moc chiéc ghe cap vo tau, doan san
da xuong xét.

Khong biét ho buodn ban thu gi. Xét mot hoi lau,
xong mo moc cho di.

Ra dén bién. Thiét qua nhién luon song to nhoi
lac chiéc tau, chung t6i uét nhu tam mdi lén. Luc
nay, toi da co nén doi, vi 6 Bén b4, vién quan hai
tim dau duoc cai non trang toi dem tra lai.

Canh troi nudc bao la dep qud, nhung minh
dang lo so budn rau, va phai dung vin cung lay be,
nén khong duogc thuong thuc cai dep hung vi cua
nui Hoa cong.

Tau chay doc phia Nam hon Nui Nua, vong qua
bén kia, chay dai theo Bén Dié¢p, nham Bén binh
truc chi. Gan t6i Bén binh, nam nguoi: quan hai
Lebris, mot doi tay véi ba linh tay tron, céi quan 4o
nhay um xuéng bién, 16i.

Tau phai chay vong vong cho ho tam, rdi quang
day cho ho 1én. T6i Bén Dinh 1a bon gio chiéu.

Lén xe cam nhong. Ho tinh ché ba nguoi chung
toidiluon Ba Ria, song xe truc trac, nén ho chidem
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lai “Bureau de la Place”, cho ngoi trudc hang ba,
giao san d4 giu.

Mot anh san da lién xao ché giéu toi, nhung sau
khi trao doi it 10i, duong nhu anh c¢6 thién cam
cung toi.

Noi day, toi phai cong nhan tu cach si quan
Phap c6 khi cung cao hon tu cdch mot nguoi dong
bao to6i, ha si quan trong dao binh Phdp, nhung t6i
khong ndi ré roi ra day lam chi!

Toi chi nhin vai ma noi so rang hang sau nay chi
la hang xu thoi va cé chut quyén la tan hudng doi
v6i dong bao...

Hoi ¢ Bén D4, linh Phdp co6 cho Lé Thanh Duy
mot goi banh mi lat, bay gio chia nhau 4n réi anh
linh tay cho chung t6i moét lon nudc lanh.

Gan bay gio, cam nhong chd dan lang bi bat véi
huong chuc téi. Huong chuc ngu noi khac, dugc
nha binh cap cho vai chuc bac an com, con chung
toi ¢6 linh hau rudc lai ngu trong kham Cap va
mién dn chiéu.

bung hang hai trong san kham duong, t6i muc
kich mot viéc hét suc chuong mat, la dan bi bat
(chi tru toi la khoi) bi vién ha si quan da vang long
khong luc tui lay hét tién, roi “ngai” trao cho anh
doi tay.

Anh doi tay lac dau.

Hoan nghinh anh d6i tay!

T6i khong béu tén vién ha si quan da vang long
khong 4y, song “ai cé tich nhuc nhich 16 khu”, uée
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ao sao anh tu stta minh, tré thanh nguoi kha hon,
giup dong bao anh dugc chut nao hay chut ay.

Vao kham, bién tén.

Ong quan xép kham con tré, lanh 1oi, tu té. Thay
chu cing dé chiu. Toi xin tdm mot chut, vi hai ngay
roi khong rira minh, xot xdy kho chiu.

Thay gac khdm hua dé mot 14t sap dat yén roi,
thay sé tinh cho. To6i hoi trong nay sang c6 ai ban gi
an khong. Thay huia sé mua banh mi gium. Cam on
thay lam.

Can kham nhé xiu ma cho nam téi muoi bay
nguoi, thay dem téi va bon nguoi ban qua khdm
khac, khdm giam tu chanh tri (cellule administra-
tive), trai mot chiéc chiéu trén sap xi mang cho
ndm. Xong, thay mé cura cho to6i ra ngoai tiéu giai.
Toi thura dip x6i it lon nudc, mat meé vo cung.

Sao ¢ day lai giam dan ba con gai nhiéu qua, co
ca vai ba chuc. Ho trai chiéu, nam choé hai nguoi,
cho ba nguoi, ngoai nha cau ma ngu. Ké nha cau la
day kham rong, nhot tu chanh tri. Ho cuoi gion,
huyt gio, ca hét, chiing nao muén vo6 kham thi vo,
dong ctra ngu, coi thong tha qua.

Ho noi 6 day an uong sung sudéng, lau lau quan
chu tinh v6 tham, mua ca bién cho an, thit bo thit
heo ngay nao cung c6. Thé thi kham Cap néu chua
héan la thién duongké bi giam, cing hon kham khac
boi phan.
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Ngay thi sau 24-5-46

Sang, rua mat xong, thay gac dem vo to6i mot 6
banh mi xé hai, don xa xiu.

ROi toi xudng kham s6 mot ngdi do, kham ay
rong cé thé chua ca tram nguoi. Chanh phu Phép
lo xa, cat khdm rong 16n nhi! Ctra kham lai mg, kéu
ra dung sap hang, ong Co gia, map map, moi dudi
xé x¢, ho goi la “ong Co x¢”, cam roi may. Thay toi
dung dau, 6ng diém:

- Anhla chef Viét Minh? (Toi, chef Viét Minh?)

- Thua 6ng, khong, t6i la cuu quan truong, tan
cunoi Nui Nua.

Nghe toi giai thich mét hoi, 6ng ngoé xudéng suy
nghi roéi ndi:

- bung nhu toi, toi khong bat anh, nhung anh sé
duoc tha chd chang khong.

Day qua Lé Thanh Duy, 6ng trach Duy saoladan
Phdap ma theo Viét Minh.

Duy choi, noi minh trong tria ruong ray ong
than chang (la 6ng boc Phu L.T.L.) ché khong co
lam gi cho Viét Minh.

Ong Co guc gac dau, hoai nghi.

Doan nguoi bi bat ra khoi kham, kéo nhau lai
phongviéc quan hai Lebris. Trong luc voiva, toilai
bo quén cdi non tai van phong khdm. T6i xin phép
Lebris cho toi trd lai 14y. Khong cho. Thoi, cdi non
ay mat lan thu hai va mat luon.

Nha binh luu lai bay nguoi dé vac do dac xuong
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tau, con muoi nguoi lén cam nhong di Ba Ria.
Huong chuc di xe riéng.

Giai lén Ba Ria

Doc duong, nhiéu cau bi hu méi bac lai, nén xe
can than khi qua. buong sa nhiéu khuc hu 16, xe
chay gap ghinh. Té6i Ba Ria, xe huong chuc di ngay
lai Toa bd, cam nhong ching toi d6 trudc kham
duong.

Chiéc cua sat nang né md, chung toi bi lua vao.
Ach Tén 1a thong ngon cta Lebris goi chung toi
cho 6ng quan xép khdm, bao giam Lé Thanh Duy
vdi cai Gidc vao nguc toi (cachot).

Luc &y muoi gio rudi, gio an com.

Mady anh bi giam don com ngoai san tu khom,
mot thung com gao do, mot viém nhé rau muodng
xa0, moOt viém nhé ca mong gakho, sau cdi chén da,
sau doi dua tre...

“Bigiam”aplaianngonlanh.Babénanhancom
riéng trén thém trudc kham. Toi budc lai gan may
nguoian com toi ngo viém ca kho roi dung dangra.

Com xong, ho di uéng nudc.

Anh sau, mot thay doi gac khdm, mim cuoi budc
lai néi vdi toi:

- Ong nén hun tién v6i mdy nguoi kia dat com 6
ngoai, moi bita ho dem vo an.

- Cam on anh sau.
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Kham sé mét

V6 kham s6 mot.

May anh cu 4p lai héi to6i v6i mdy anh dan Nui
Nua. Tu gidi thiéu cung nhau xong, toi lam quen
dugc may anh sau nay: anh H6 Véan Tuoi, nhac si,
anh Van Lam, thuong gia, bi phao chua sung luc
khong gidy phép, anh Hoat, cyu chu but bao Trung
Ldp, cuuuy truong quoc gia tu vé cudc tinh b, anh
Trinh Xuan, thuong gia, cuu pho chu tich thon bo
lang Cu My, va nhiéu nguoi khdc nua, lan lugt toi
sé noi dén.

Kham duong s6 mot, vuong vic muoi hai budc,
mat tién co mot cua cai, mot ctia sO, song sat tan
trén cao; nhirng khi mualén, gio tat nudc mua vao.

Nguoi bi giam ngu trén sap xi mang cao do tam
tac; noi goc trai phia trong, mot cai cau tiéu khong
co cua, hai dém d6i thung moét lan. Gan cua cdi,
mot khap nudc; moi ngay hai lan, bay gio mai va ba
gio chiéu, ganh nudc d6 day khap.

L4 géi banh va vo chudi thi bo gan khap, chiéu
md cua, quét ra ngoai hot dé vo xe réc.

Ganh nudc doéi rua trong kham ctng kha sach,
hém vi cau tiéu qua hoi!

Anh Trinh Xuan trao goi y phuc anh cho t6i goi
dau. Rua mat xong, anh Hoat cho t6i muon khéan
lau.

To6i than khong biét chiing nao nha to6i hay qua
tham to0i, dem y phuc cho t6i thay d6i. Van Lam
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noi: “Khong sao, nhu chi chua qua thi anh lay quan
4o toi day ma mac”.

Ho6i sém mai, sau buia an, 6ng quan kéu may
nguoi moi “nhap that” lén van phong khai tén ho...

Toi gdp 6ng Co tuan canh Ba Ria ciing la xép
kham; 6ng hoi toi cé su, hita sé trinh cung chu tinh
truong hop toi.

Chiéu 4y, 16i bon gio, anh Lé Thanh Tuong, chu
quan Long Dién, lai khdm tham Lé Thanh Duy la
em chu bdc cua anh. Gap to6i, anh ngac nhién, hoi
tham tu sy, roi cung hua lo lang chuyén toi.

K¢é nam gio rudi, anh Phu Cang, Pho chu tinh,
cung dén tham t6i va cung hua sé can thiép cung
quan tu cai quan dao binh Ba Ria.

Chiéu ay, anh Lam, anh Hoat moi t6i dung com;
toi san trong bop con hon vai chuc bac toi trao hét
choanh Lam, cay anh bdo nguoi nha ndu thém com
cho t6i dung voi.

Anh Lam, nguoi Bac Viét, tdc trung trung, toc
nhiéu, da trang, chuyén nghé thuong mai, nha 6
Long Huong, cach chau thanh ba cay s6. Anh con
mot s dagénan, quinarcrine... nguoi ta thay anh
lam an duoc, ganh ghét, phao anh chua sunglau.

Mac dau nha chuc trach xét nha anh khong thay
gi kha nghi, anh cting bi bat.

Anh noi “bé tam su doan” san long lanh anh ra,
song anh khong muon, vi anh con mong Chanh
phu xét lai truong hop anh, anh vo6 toi kia ma!

May bua ray, bi nang gid, phan mét, phan buon
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nén to6i cam nam vui, anh Trinh Xuan cho t6i muon
ve dau Nhi Thién buong xuc d6.

Ngay thu bay 25-5-46

Hom sau, muoi mot gio, Lam chay 1én phong
viéc 6ng quan xin thay diéu dudng cho toi hai vién
quinine. Muoi hai gio, ctta khdm s6 mot mé, hai
nguoi dan qué vao, mot nguoi bam mat, mot nguoi
bé mi mat, hai nguoi khai la dan Nui Nua “di tre”
(di nhui cd tom).

bém 24 rang mit 25, mot chiéc thuyén chdbinh
Phdp voi than binh di tuan dai theo mé song. Toi
x0m giong, ap Ba Trau, gap hai nguoi di chiéc ghe
cau, hoi: Ai? Ho dap: “Ghe tré”.

Thoat nhién, tt mét nha trén giong dan bay vai
xuong, dudi binh Phap Nam xa sung ban lén, gay
thanh mot tran ac chién.

Rui moét anh than binh tring dan chét.

Hai anh di tré bi bat dem vé Ba Ria, tra khao
hét suc, bi cdo la “di bat coc”, 1a do tham cho Binh
Xuyén... roi chiéu ngay thu bay 4y, mot chiéc cam
nhong nho lai rude hai anh di “ngoan canh” trén
nui, va hai anh “say meé phong canh” diluon, khong
bao gio tro lai!!

... Toi da do nhiéu nho hai vién quinine, toi
ria minh so réi nam nghe Van Lam pho dién am
nhac cai cach. Anh don ca bang miéng, tiéng tuy
khong dugc thanh tao, nhung ca don dung diéu,
cung ém tai.
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ek

bém nay, dau hom nuc, khuya lanh lung, toi
ndm co ro trén sap xi mang gita anh Trinh Xuan
voi Ha Van To.

Ngu khong dugc, téi day suc mi¢ng mac do,
ngoi xép bang, nhé tuong gia dinh, nghi mot bai
tho tu thuat:

Ai xui téi mdc nan tai ndy,

Troi thdam, ddt day, hoi co hay!

Nhiing tuong gitp nguoi qua nudc liia,

Nao ngo lan té xuong chong gai.

Ba phdn mang bac long ddu ké,

Chin tré dau xanh luy wa day.

C¢6 lé Hoa nhi nguoi muon thi,

Thit ai gan goc chon tran ai?

ek

Sau gio sém mai, mé cua ra diém binh, réi vo
dong cua lai. Chin muoi gio méi cho ra cho com,
quét tudc, ganh nudc do vo khap, xin thuée. Com
xong, vo ngu. Chiéu, ba gio mo cua ra, cho com,
quét tudc va ganh nudc.

Khi thi cho ra s6m, ¢ ngoai duoc nhiéu ngay gio,
thong tha chut it, ché ng6i bo ro chat hep tu tung
thém buodn. Va s6 nguoi tha ra thi it ma cho vo nghi
mat lai nhiéu, 16p nam trén sap, 16p nam dudi dat.
Nudc trong khap mau can ma cdi thung trong goc
lai chéng day.

Thay toi khong vui, Van Lam ru téi danh co
tuong. Anh vé ban co trén to gidy dau vuong, cat
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con co bdng ngoén tay trén gidy cung, viét chu bang
viét chi mau xanh do.

U, danh thi danh, song trong long khong yén
con tinh nudc hay sao dang. Toi bi Lam dudi luéon
baban, dep, nghi.

Lam moi anh Hoat danh.

Noi kham, cé minh anh Hoat la cao cohon ca. Bi
Hoat vay, Lam chot thot ra hai cau:

“Lam chi cing chd lam chi,

“Dau cé lam gi ciung chd lam sao.

“Lam sao cung chd lam sao,

“Dau c6 thé nao cing chd lam chi.

“Lam chi ciing chd lam chi...

Thi ra Lam muon khédu khi Cu Phan Tay H6 ma
ung dungvao cudc co. Hoat cuoi: “Lam sao cting cha
lam sao, thi g6 thit coi, c6 lam sao hay khong ma!”

Toi di qua di lai, nghi dang mot bai tu tuyét, nga
ngon, yét hau, toi:

Lung ting muoi hai budc,

Ban Vin Lam hai hudc,

Giup anh em do buon,

buoc!

Lam bi Hoat danh bai luén ba ban; dep, nghi.

Moi bura, nguoi nha Lam xach ga mén com vo,
déi lay chén dia do ra, con Hoat véi Xuan an com
tiém dem vao.

bém 25, nhac si H6 Van Tuoi hat bai “Budn tan
thu”.
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T6i 26, HO Van Té ca mot mach tuong “Chiéu
Quan cong HO”.

Nhac si Tuoi thién nghé¢ cay vi cam (violon) va
luc huyén cam Ha uy di (guitare hawaienne). Luc
trudc, anh lam thong ngon cho nha binh, anh yéu
phoi nén khong lam ntra. Anh xuéng Ba Ria, tinh
qua Nui Nua ddng tham nhac gia la 6ng ba Rau, sta
dongho, lam do dong, do thiéc 6 xom bat Sét.

Anh mang “gidy chung chic nghié¢p” do nha
binh cap, song thi¢u gidy thong hanh nén anh bi
bat. Ong Co ndi néu co ai lanh thi anh sé duoc ra.
Anh cay toi néu co dip nhan tin vé Nui Nua xin cay
nguoi noi gium 6ng gia anh di véi mot huong chuc
qualanh anh vé.

Toi hua sé lam vira long anh, néu cé thé duoc.

ek

Ong quan xép kham tén May, hai thay doi phu
td, anh sau tén Mai va anh bay tén buc.

Anh bay dé dai véi nguoi bi giam, ai muon mua
gi ciing mua, mét hai khi anh cting cho phép ra ho
ma tam.

Anh sau nghiém hon, song ca ba nguoi déu
long da tu té, khong hung hédng to tiéng véi nguoi
bi giam.

Chua nhut 26-5-46 - Pugc tham
Sém mai chua nhut, anh chu quan Long Bién lai
kham tham t6i va biéu to6i mot goi vat thuc véi mot
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hop stta tuoi. Anh noi rang trua dy anh dai quan hai
Lebris, anh sé dé cap dén vu toi, chac vai ngay nua
toi dugc ra cho chang khong.

Anh bao nguoi ho vé quan (garde du corps) cua
anh goi bao vo toi xem va anh noi voi ong quan toi
can dung viéc chi thi 6ng giup dum.

Rat cam on tam long qui hoa cua anh.

Lai dugc tham

Trua 4y, 16i 12 gio, nha toi qua tham.

Vura thdy toéi xanh xao, mac cai quan vai ta
nhuom den hoi tr6 cua Van Lam, nguoi sa nudc
mat, tuong la do trong kham phat cho toi. Nguoi
noi rang chiéu ham hai tuéng toi sé vé nén dé com
cho, nao ngo mot ngay mot khuya ma khong thay
vé, sang ra cho dén muoi gio cung bat tin, sai con
toilabiép dem comlénlangcho téian. Lén dén thi
toi da ra Bén ba roi. Nha toi biéu Piép muon chu
nam Hiép coi gitm maét qué chung nao toi dugc vé.

Nam Hié¢p ndi ngay 28 co 1é toi vé, khong 28 thi
mong ba thang ndm, ma mong ba chua vé thi thang
tam maéi dugc tha.

bi¢p vé ndi lai ma khoc rong, ké ngay thu bay
huong chuc di Ba Ria vé ndi toi bi giam ro6i, nha toi
moi giang ghe qua Phudc Tinh, sdng nay di xe toi
day, xin phép anh Phu Cang v6 tham toi.

Anh nay néi co géi tho cho nha binh, ho phuc
dap dé xu vu Lé Thanh Duy va cai Gidc roi sé noi
t6i chuyén toi.
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Nha toi trach toi sao gap bién chang tung quyén,
nhu lanh tri thi ta bdo vdi vién quan ba tai nha viéc
Ba Trau rang minh mudén vé Sai Gon lam song
khongbiét lam thé nao, vay nho 6ng gia vo cho linh
cot tréi minh dang khoi ai nghi ngo roéi cho thuyén
ché minh voi gia quyén qua Ba Ria ddng minh xin
gidy ma vé Sai Gon. Nhu vay c6 phai la tién chang,
khoi bi giam cam.

Ong quan May xép kham cting dong y cho do 1a
thuong sach.

Toi dap rang khong phai toi khong co nghi
dung phuong phdp 4y, song n6 hay vé mat [y ma
thoi, mabat tién vé mat sy. Lavi, trong dam nguoi
dén nha viéc, toi dé y nhiéu anh mang dau toc ma
hiéu biét tiéng Phap mac dau ho khong noi nhiéu.
Nhu vay, trong truong hop minh dung cai ké noi
trén voi vién quan ba ma ho hiéu biét dang, at ho
tim t6i nha hoac bat gia quyén minh, hodc lam
kho dé, c6 phai la hoa hé bat thanh, ma chiéu hoa
va than khong?

ek

Chiéu ay, H6 Van Tuoi ca ban “Buén tan thu”,
“Con thuyén khong bén” va “ban xuan”.

Xa truong lang Long Xuyén bi tinh nghi chua
Viét Minh, bi bat, vao lam ban véi chung toi. Xa
truéng Long Tan bi cdo chua dn cudp, cung bi
tong giam, huong quan lién can cung chung mot
sO phan.

Ngay 28, chung t6i thém mot nguoi ban la
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thay doi kiém lam, Itic phong trao thanh nién tién
phong thay lam Trang trudng sinh.

Anh bay buc 6m vo cho to6i mot cai mén bang
chi bong gon, ctia 6ng quan cho t6i muon.

Van chuong

To6i ngam nghi ra cho anh em cau doi:

“Mot giac Nam kha, nguoi trung mac nan, cuoc
bdt bé ly ky”

Cau d6i gom ba chit Nam Trung Bac, ¢6 hai ng-
hia. Van Lam cho la hiém, khong doi duoc.

Toi lai ra cau khac:

“Ngu gidc Tran Doan, an com Phiéu Mau, khién
tudng chinh dong”

Anh Hoat ngam nghi hoai ma chua doéi duoc,
nhan anh cam lu6i dao Gillette dang cao rau, anh
doc mot cau bao toi doi:

“Raurirauriararamrap”.

Caunay toan chiir lai c6 ba thanh ngu: rau ri, rau
ria, ram rap, cing hiém lam chui khong phai vura.

To6i xin that lai mot dém, bua sau.

Thu hai 27-5-46
To6i doi:
“That thoi than thé thay tham thuong”.
Anh Hoat gat dau cho duoc, nhung ma “yéu”
mot chut.
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Nhing chuyén buén cuoi

T ngay chu quan Long Dién vo tham to6i, moi
chiéu thay doi cho t6i mot thung nudc; toi, toi rua
minh vailon con bao nhiéu anh em huéng, vi nguoi
bi giam khong dugc tam.

Anh Trinh Xuan 1a mot ngudi buén ban cay 6
Cu My, dia phan Trung phan, lic trudc anh lam Iy
trudng; Viét Minh nam chanh quyén, anh dugc cu
lam “Pho chu tich thon b6”; méi day nha binh luc
sodat tim dugc trong nha anh gidy to va con ddu Pho
chu tich.

Luc anh bi bat, vo anh mdi sanh dugc muoi lam
ngay. Cach day may hom, vo anh cé dén tham anh,
trai qua ba muoi may cay s6 ngan, khi di bo, khi di
xe bo, xe ngua.

Anh bao vg anh xuat vai ngan bac lo cho anh ra,
hai ngan khong dugc thi thém nita.

Toi dang an ui anh, bong ctra kham ram ram mg,
anh bay lua vao ba nguoi va bao chung téi cho ho
nam trong goc, gan cau tiéu. Cua dong ap lai, Ho
Van T6 x0c dén thi hanh phan su. H6 Van Té 1a ai?

Hoi uy ban quan bo Long Dién con lam viéc, ho
ralénh dot nha 6ng Bui Thé Kham. Nhatho cua ong
bi chaytiéu, con do dac trong nha 6ng 6 Long Dién,
ho phan chia cho nguoi trong lang, mé6i nguoi mot
mon. Tu sat 6ng, ban phd hoai gom sdu nguoi trong
dé c6 Ho Van Té, anh Con va chu Tam bua pha.

Chung quan do6i Phap dén chiém Ba Ria Long
bién, dan trong lang dem tra do dac lai cho ong
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Kham du hét, sau anh bua tu sat voi vo chong con
ré nguoi gac dan nha 6ng déu vao tu.

Ho Van To la tho may, lam tai x¢€ lanh nghé; moi
lan c6 nguoi moi vo kham, anh lanh phan diéu tra
“cho ro su that”. Chinh nho sukhon khéo cua anh,
khi thi anh ham doa, luc lai d6 danh ma anh tim
duoc nhiéu su bi mat quan doi Phap khong tim ra,
mac dau danh bang roi da hay giut bang may dién.

Anh lam hung lam hé cho ho s¢ ho khai, cho
chang danh ai mot thoi bao gio.

-Baanhlam gi?

- Anh em toi labat ti dan (partisan).

To cuoi ré 1én, mot cdi cuoi rung ron:

- Bat tiddn ma cting 6 ta! La dut chual!

Luc nay Chanh phu Phdp khong con goi may
nguoi linh la doi cai bép linh, 1a ma ta ntta, ho kéu la
“partisan” (than binh). Tré lai cudc diéu tra ctia To:

- Baanh bat ti ddn, sao ma cai mat sung nhu Ha
bavay?

- Anh em chung téi gdc cau tau, vai nha binh bi
mat cap ho nghi chung t6i, ho danh.

To lai cuoi:

- Thoi di cac cha. Cac cha an trom vai nha binh
ro rang ai ma khong biét, dung chéi mat cong. Qui
vuong ma xung minh la But chd!

“May cha phai biét, Cong san ghét linh sot té
(Stireté) bao nhiéu thi Viét Minh cting thu bat ti
ddn nhu vay. Thoi khai mau di nghe choi kéo bi dn
loi bay gio.
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Mot trong ba than binh nhan chiu co “lay it
thudc thoi”.

To noi:

- M4y cha mac muu toi roi, cé an cap thi bi don
mdi dang. Stta soan ma chiu hinh phat di. bay, doi
giay b6 vang nay (Té dua doi giay anh Tuoi lén)
d4 vo hong khong biét bao nhiéu nguoi, da thay
mau lan.

Anh Con ldy soi day lung trang, noi véi X. mot
than binh:

- bé troi anh nay khao anh cdi choi. Thoi dua tay
cho toi tréi ké.

Aingovianh hung than binh X. nhathon tho dé¢,
kéukhoc omlén:

- Thé nay toi 6 day chac mdy anh giét toi, dé toi
kéu 6ng quan.

Anh noi ma di x6c lai cia. Anh Hoat nat:

- Nguoi ta gion choi ma lam b6 gi vay? bi vo hay
khong?

Chiéu do khong biét ba than binh noi sao ma
ong quan cho ho qua khdm so6 hai, roi bua sau,
chung toi nghe nha binh lanh ho ra, bat lam viéc
ma khong tra tién.

Ngay tha ba 28-5-46
Chiéu 28, ach Tén vo kham dat vai nguoi bi giam
vé phong viéc xét hdi, toi xin 6ng giup toi tai qua
nan khoi, 6ng htra ngay 30 sé moi toi ra diéu tra lai.
Ong noi:
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- Ong dung tudng, quan mot quan hai nhé loc
coc vay ma ho co quyén lam da! Thu chu tinh chu
quan can thi¢p coi cé dugc hay khong thi biét.

Toi cung dua ddy doi cau:

- Ongbiét toi la nguoi tan cu méc ket, toi da khai
ngay chd co gian déi chi dau. Ong néi giup mot
tiéng, qui ddng ngan vang, téi dang tha ngay, on
ong toi khong bao gio quén dang.

3

May anh di lam vé bdo tin chuing t6i hay rang
da xu ti Lé Thanh Duy. Duy bi tréi vo cdi cay bang
dua mé song gan cho cd, lanh may vién dan mut co
tong, roi mot si quan ban vao 16 tai anh mot vién
sung luc cu6i cung.

Thé la anh gia sach no tran ai, khong con ban
dén gia dinh xa hoi. Toi nghiép thay!

Con cai Giac?

Nha binh bat anh di tra khao, c6t mot dau soi
day dién vo cuom tay anh, mét dau vo duong vat
anh, cho mdy dién chay. Anh té xu6ng dat mot cai
phich gon gang. Tra khdo anh cach dit ton nhu vay
ma chang thu thap mot 1oi khai hay ho nao, nha
binh tra anh vé kham va anh xin duoc phép roi bo
nguc t6ilén ndm chung kham s6 mét véi ching toi.

Ngay thu tu 29-5-46
Ngay 29, bon gio chiéu, lic chung toéi ra choi,
than binh X. tré lai véi mot than binh khac nhin
mdt may ngudi diéu tra anh ta hom trudc. Rui cho
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Ho6 Van Tuoi, chung chi nham anh, vianh mang doi
giay bo vang.

Chiéu 4y, anh nam dau dau trén sap, khong
buoén ra an com toi phai vao khuyén lon anh cho
anh ving tinh than va l6i anh ra dung bua.

T6i,anh can ran To voi Con du qua vi roi day anh
sé bi linh danh, than hinh anh binh hoan, lam sao
chiu né6i qua dam “thoi son” cua chung!

Ma bai tai ai? Co phai tai Té, Con gion choi ma
anh sé bi danh dap hay khong?

Anh Hoat véi toi c6 khuyén giai, anh cung chua
nguoi, phai anh Sanh (moét anh véc vac cao lén
manh mé, ciing bi giam) dam bao rdng ai dong dén
anh Tuoi, Sanh sé liéu mang moét véi ho, Tuoi méi
yén long, tuy vay ché cung...

“A 10, a 10, dai vo tuyén kham so I, chiéu nay
nhac si H6 Van Tuoi khung hoang tinh than khong
hat duoc, nhac si Bui Van Lam thay thé, cong hién
quividongbao ban ‘Honvong phu’ cua Lé Thuong,
giong ca tuy 6 ¢ chut song xai duogc.

Xuong ngon vién Van Lam tu gidi thiéu xong,
lén day c6 roi hat:

Hon vong phu

Linh vua hanh quan, trong kéu don,

Quan vdi qudn lén duong,

Hang ngua theo cudi cung,

Roi vé sang 167 song;

Chon cdch quan sa truong.

Quan vdi qudn lén duong,
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Hang co bay trong don,

Ngoai suon non cudi thomn;

Phdt pho ngdm ngui bay.

Bén Thién San kia ai tién ruou vita tan,
Vui ca xong roi di tién binh ngoai ngan,
Nguoi di ngoaivan ly quan san,

Nguoi duong cho trong bong cé don.
Bén Mang Khé con tung gio bui mit mi,
Bén Tiéu Tuong con thuong tiéc noi ngan trung.
Nguoi chua roi khoi kiép gian nan,
Nguoi bién thanh tuong dd 6m con.

Ngua di ngoai suong hivang troi,

Chiéng tromg kéu trdam hoi. Ngan ngai trén nii doi,
Roivong ra khdp noi,

Chon cdch quan xa voi.

Chiéng trong kéu tram hoi,

Ngdn ngai trén nii doi,

Roivong ra khdp noi,

Ngam bao niém chia phoi!

Noi chinh bién kia ai udc hen loi the,

Bén co dan kia ai udc trong ngay ve,

Ngoai chon troi xanh biéc bao la,

Nguoi trong chong con ngéng noi xa.

Bao nhiéu ndm bong con dung doi chong vé,
Bao nhiéu phen thoi gian xoéa phai 101 thé
Nguoi tung hoanh trong coi xa xdm,

Nguoi bién thanh tuong dd muon nam!
Van Lam hat xong, do:
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- Xin anh em lam bai todn nay:

“Mot doan chim dau trén 14 cay, moi con dau
mot 1a thi du mot con; ma hai con dau mot 14, thi
dumot 14. May con chim? May 14 cay?

T6i tinh mot chut, dap:

- Bon con chim, bala cay.

- Trung.

Gop phan van nghé, chu Tam ung lén doc bai ve
“Ngoi tu”. Sang hom sau, toi bao chu doc lai cho
toi chép:

“Budc cdng lén thang nhu cong chiia lén lau.

Bdn do khong bau nhu kim khoi thiét gidp.

Thay chii ddnh dap nhu thivo Trang an;

Ao rdch lang thang nhu kim tong xich tui.

Phd ring phd bui, nhu Thdi ti di san.

Cudc vd lang xang, nhu Truong Phi thi vo.

Hai tay nho co, nhu Khuong Thuong todn binh.

Hai tay moc sinh, nhu Hudt Tri tdm ngua.

Muoi gio chuc cita, nhu Ha Ton Hién ldp trdn
truong xa.

Com don hai hang, nhu bon lang dn trung ciiu.
An r6i di ngu, nhu Luu Bi viéng Khong Minh.
Trong ddnh in in, nhu La Thong tdo Bdc.

Mua sa w6t mdt, nhu rudi nudéc Cam 1o,

Bdn quan udt di vo, nhu cung nga tam goi.
Géam minh co toi, nhu Phdt T6 mdc nan,
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Chiéu rdch lang thang, nhu Dich Thanh ndm
truong ngoc.

Ddnh cay trén dc, goi la tién dd hon quan.

T6i ngti khong quan, nhu phung hoang dp tring.

Tu bé vdch diung, nhu Tiét nhon Qui xuong hang;

Cong sdt hai hang, nhu Lé Hué deo kiéng cdng.

Gam minh toi ngng, nhu Diic Thuong Dé di tu;

Ngoi trong lao tu, nhu Hong Hdi ngoi ciia dong.

Dira long long, nhu nudc chdy qua déo.

Co bdc hoi reo, nhu dét phdo ra binh ba ngay Tét.

Su tinh phan hét cdn ky nay tho.

Theo vai anh em thi bai vé con dai, vabai nay sot
mot doan, song chu Tam nhé dugc bao nhiéu thi
doc bay nhiéu nghe choi giai muén.

Thu nam 30-5-46 -
Cau chuyén thuong tam

Ngay ba muoi. Pham van Sanh thuat mot cau
chuyén thuong tam:

Trudc day ching mot tuan, cé mot nguoi bi kh-
iéng vo bo ndm trong kham s6 I, troi thuc ké bang
day kém, mdu me dam dia, bat tinh nhan su.

Chung anh tinh day, anh kéu la om som, vang
day ca kham: “Tai sao ho bat toi, toi di mua dau vé
thap cho chu vi Nam 6ng, Phat T6, Phat Thay, ma
khong cho téi mua thi thoi, toive, co gi dau, vay ma
mdy 6ng rap danh toi ran ran vay he, 1y cua toi hét
ba dong tam, cdi hop thudc véi chai dau, lai xé 4o xé
quan toi nua. Tra ba dong tam lai cho toi!”
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O ngoai, than binh vo ddnh nita, chiing 6ng quan
can thiép ho mdéi thoi. Ho bé anh 4y ndm nguc t6i
mot dém va giam ba bita, chiing ho biét anh khting,
giam t6i chét cang chang ich chi, ho mdi tha.

363k

Mo6i khi lanh com vo, Lam lay dua x6c¢ lién com
tutrén téi dudivianh cua Lam muon noi givoi Lam
thi viét it chu bang viét chi vo miéng gidy mong, vo
cuc lai dé trong com.

Con anh Hoat, ba btta vg anh vo tham mot lan,
go6i banh in, banh tét, banh it trong bao dem cho
anh. Nho vay ma chung toi c6 bdo doc, mdi biét
Chanh phu Nam Ky sap thanhlapvahyvong Chanh
phu thi hanh mot chdnh sach nhan dao, duoc long
danla “phong thich tu chanh tri”.

Hy vong chung to6i chua dom hoa két qua bong
mot anh san da say dung lu lu trudce ctra, bao anh
bay mé ctra va moi may anh moi vira bi nhot hoi
s6m mai ra cho anh néi chuyén.

May anh vira ra khoi ctra kham thi roi gan bo né
vut ta vut httu, né hoi mét anh kia: “May la Viét
Minh?” (Toi, Viét Minh?) khong biét anh tra 1oi
sao ma no thoi anh té ngtra, da vo tran anh mot da
madu chdy rong rong.

Chung nhu thdy mau né bot say, nén bao anh
bay dat nan nhan di ria mat r6i dem nhot vo
kham lai.

Chung toi bat nhan, nhin nhau thé dai.

Nudc Phap mdi, cong binh nhan dao, chac
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khong hay biét hanh vi cia nhtung dia con da man
nhu vay!
%33

bém nay, 30 thang 5, HO Vin Tuoi yén long khoi
so than binh danh, anh da vui vui, anh cung Van
Lam hoa dan, mot cudc hoa dan, mot cudc hoa dan
khong tién khoang hau ma hai nhac si dung miéng,
tay, quat va chon “hoa” vdi nhau.

Tuoi hat thi Lam don ma Lam hat thi Tuoi vua
nhip vita don, hodc cd hai don mot luot.

Chung toi nam nghe ldy lam thich thu.

Moi ngay, Lam va vai nguoi di xe gao, Lam noi
van dong cho no khoé nguoi, kéo 6 khong nhung, e
than thé phai gay go binh hoan.

Bon anh dan Nui Nua thién nghé lam ray, don
cay, thi cua cay, bua cui.

Ngay thu sau 31-5-46

Khdm s6 1thém nhiéu nguoi qua, khdm chi chua
dugc 16,17 nguoi ma nay da chura gan 40 thi hét suc
chat choi.

Vay 6ng quan moi bao don khdm s6 3, dem gao
trong kham nay qua chat bén kham sé 4, r6i dé mot
sO0 nguoi 6 lai kham s6 1, sang mét mo qua kham s6
2, mot top qua so 3.

Hoat, Trinh Xuan, Sanh véi toi qua s6 2, Lam
61ai s6 1 con Tuoi qua s6 3. Thé 1a gio dua chia la
nhan, song tat ré bay le...
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Trudc khi roi nhau, dém nay Tuoi con cong hién
cac ban giong hat nhu ru ctia anh trong bai:

ban xuan

Dan xudn tii long,

Nay cung doi mong

Diéu ai odn trong khué phong.

Dan tinh tang, tinh, tinh tinh,

tinh tang, tang tinh, tinh tinh,

Lanh lung hon gié ngoai dong.

Ngoi xe chi hong

Hoi ai hiéu khong?

Diép khiic:

Tiéng oanh mudn nhdn 10i,

Nhu nhing tiéng cuoi,

Nhu nhing tiéng ngan,

Nhu chiéc bong nguoi,

Chua ddm nhdc chan.

Tuy theo day to, tinh to duyén,

con bay xa trong suong mo.

Dan bao tudi roi.

Dban ca chdng ngoi,

Bao day dut trong khoang doi.
Dan tinh tang, tinh tinh tinh,
tinh tang tang tinh tinh tinh,
cudc tinh duyén ¢ ménh nguoi
Dan ca nita 107,

Dan ca chdng thoi.
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Diép khiic:

Ndn theo nhitng tiéng cuoi,

Nhu nhitng tiéng ngan,

Nhu nhiing tiéng tham,

Nhu nhiing tiéng than,

Chotin tho chim hoang anh dua,
Con xa bay trong suong huyén.

Ngay thu bay 1-6-46 - Cai oai cua anh
than binh

Cho mai dén thu bay mdéi thay nha toi qua, vo
thdm toi va cho hay da ché do dac va dem sap tré
qua, cu ngu noi nha co6 gido Hai, con 6ng cuu gido
su Nguyen Dinh, tac gia quyén sach luan ly “Ngu
luan minh canh”.

Nha t6i v6i may tré dat chon lén tinh thanh Ba
Ria hoi mot gio ruoi trua, gap mot su “lam kho dé”
budn cuoi, do mét anh than binh gay ra.

Thuyén vira cap bén, moét than binh oai vé nhay
xuong thuyén xét d6 dac, x6c x6 hét tirbao, siing sd
hoi sao khong co dan 6ng ma co6 giay tay hai ba doi.

Nhing phuc trinh ct cua huong chuc, toi soan
mot mo dé dung vi con moét mat chua viét, duoc
anh than binh chu y dac biét. “Giay gi ma c6 nguoi
ta ky tén dong qud, lai co dong con ddu nita kia,
chacla gidy Viet Minh!”

Thi ra, toi nghiép, no khong biét chit quoc ngu!

Aylatoxin xudt cong nho lang.
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ROi no phao cho nguoi ta Viét Minh dé qua!
No chay di kéu moét than binh khéc dang tam phu
luc no va cho noé muon cay sung “dang bat motlu
Viét Minh”.

Anh than binh sau nay biét quéc ngu song dot
chtrPhap nén mac daunhatoi co gidy quan ba dong
binh bén Ba Trau cho phép ché do va qua 6 luon
bén Ba Ria, nhung gidy phép viét chut Tay bang viét
chi, ky tén cho khong dong déu, hai than binh run
vai, tré moi, ché gidy phép “lam khong dung phép”.

Ma chung nd co biét chit Tay chiru gi dau!

Chung ngo6 vo6 nhu dam rung, choang vang ca
may mat.

Bat lai 6ng Co cdi da.

Anh than binh buéc nha t6i theo n¢ lai 6ng Co.
Doc duong, no doi 50§ tra nudc, nha toéi khong
them tra loi.

T6ibot. Ong Co ngu. Chu cai gac hoi tu sy, méng
no mot vot: “thang lap cong khong ra 16i”, roi phé
sau lung gidy phép “Cho phép ba H.chd do vé nha”.

Anh than binh t6i chua chiu giai gidi dau! Trong
luc nha toéi xudng thuyén dang dem do lén, no da
ba chon bon cang chay trudc, kéu xe ngua don hét
dolén xe, ché tuot lai phong viéc quan hai Lebris.

Sau khi xem gidy phép va may to no luom trong
tap vé may tré toi, vién si quan tdng no hai tiéng:
“Rongu!!” (C’estidiot!) roi cho nha toi chs do vé.

Nha to6i bao rang hoi nay co nguoi than binh doi
ho6i 16. Quan hai héi ai. Cdp mat né chép lach, mat
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no tai xanh, tran rin mo hoi, né 1én tiéng trudc:
“Khong phai toi da! Ai dau chd khong phai toi da!

Nha t6i khong muon dap chén com no va gay ac
cam lam chi, nén cting nhan la khong phai no.

Sau, ngay 8 thang 6, trudc khi vé Sai Gon, toi tugia
6ng Co tuan canh, phan nan sao Chanh phu lai dung
nhiing nguoi vo hoc thuc, vo luong tam nhu vay.

Ongl4c dau dap:

- Toi cting cong nhan nhu anh, song... lic can
nguoi. Thung thang, tuyén chon nguoi tu té hon.

Kham s6 2 - Nhiing diéu trong thay

Tu ngay 1 thang sdu duong lich, t6i sang kham
O 2.

Kham nay rong 30 thudc bé dai, hai sap xi mang
minh moéng, ba cai cau, mot thung nudc cao, suc
chua bang hai cdi khap. S6 ngudi bi giam tang lén
mai, 72, ké 80, 90.

Vainguoi khach méi: anh Bui Van Chanh, huong
quan Phu My, toi da gdp hdi thang tdm nam 1945,
Itic mua d6 Nhut 6 sé Phudce Thai.

Anh Nguyén Van Muodi, cuu “Quoéc gia tu vé
cudc quan bo”.

Mady anh c6 an co chiu da danh, ma anh gieo ma
bi bat giam mdi la tuc cho cho!

Mot anh khac bi giam dudi Cap moi dugce tha hoi
mot gio trua, ra chg ngoi dn hu tiéu dang hoang,
bong bi nha binh lai bat, chd tuot 1én Ba Ria nhot
vao kham s6 2, la lung chua?
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Lai moét anh chang nua, vo chong bat hoa, anh
danh vg, vo la lang, lang bat anh giai dén cai tong,
ong doi an hai chuc, anh khong c6 hai chuc cung
cho ong cai, 6ng lanh lung giao anh cho nha binh,
noianh c6 chon trong “Uy ban am sat”!

Ghé chua! Ho giam anh vao khdm s6 2. Anh kéu
troi biét bao nhiéu. Song troi dau co cho phép anh
danh vo, nhut la trong lic nay. Vi anh nong gian
danh vo, vo anh moi la lang, anh méi bi lang bat,
moi ¢6 vu hai chuc bac, mdi bi nha binh giam vao
kham s6 2, roi day... roi day... toi khong dam viét
ntia, vi ghé qua!

Ma phai chi nha binh diéu tra ky luéng.

Phai chi cai tong thanh liém.

Phai chi lang dung giai anh t6i cai tong, chuyén
bé xé to, phat quach vo chong anh 1820 cho rdi.

Phai chi chi vo dunglalang.

Ma phai chi anh chang dung néng gian!

Phat ndéi nao sai, nhan loai tao nén nghiép
chuéng cung boi Tham San Si ma!

Song, cai 6ng cai téng ay, voi 10 do dé ongla 10
than binh, ca va con trai ong, vi y thé cay quyén,
lam tién cong khai, nén bi 6ng chu quan tudc khi
gioivalot chuc roi.

Ong néy thi hanh mot viéc dang hoan nghinh,
song khong biét 6ng cé cuu xét ludn truong hop
anh kia khong, vi nong tanh danh vo ma phai vao
tl, ché khong c6 chon trong ban 4m sat gi hét,

dang tha anh ra kéo oan cho anh lam!
Hee
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Mot anh no khong me cha, vochét, délai hai con
tho. Khong ro anh lam toi gi cung bi bat bi giam,
hai con nheo nhoc, ngay toi khoc doi cha.

Nguoi lan can dat hai tré 1én tinh thanh, xin
phép vao tham anh, giao hai dua con, cha con ¢ tu
cung nhau hu hi.

bau xanh da toi tinh gi!

ot

Mot anh Trung Viét bi trakhao bang dién, 16 hai
cuom tay, bai ca doi chon, moi bita nho nguoi bong
ra an com;xong, bong vo, dé anh nam trén sap, dap
chiéu khong cua quay, nhu mot cdi thay ma chét
chua chon.

ot

Mot anh Nhut, co 1é theo dao binh Viét Minh, bi
bat nhot. Anh tdc trung, 6m, mac bo do vang, suc
manh lam, tanh cang cuong. Anh an com téi, chu
khong thém nhan dé 4n nguoi Phap cho.

Mot btra, anh nghi tui phan thé nao, anh khong
chiu vo kham, bon nguoi Viét 6m vat anh, anh vay
vung, queo chon ho té tat ca, sau cung anh cing bi
khiéng vo nguc toi.

R6i hom sau, anh tuyét thuc, phai cé anh buc vo
an ui, anh mdi chiu ra d4n va vo kham s6 2 ma nam
vOibon toi.

Anh buc la ai?
Mot chang trai tré, trung nguoi, nhung map
map manh me.
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Anh noi tiéng Anh, biét chut it tiéng Phap; toi
voi Van Lam bap be ddng doi ba tiéng Anh, noi
chuyén véi anh buc cang hiéu dang nhau.

Theo 16i anh noi, cha anh la ngudi Ao (Au-
triche), me nguoi Hoa ky (Etats-Unis). Anh bi
giam vi khong di linh cho Phép, khong biét chung
nao moi duoc tu do.

Anh bi cadm nguc t6i, song 6ng quan dé dai dé
anh chay choi ngoai san, hé nha binh hay 6ng Co lai
kham thi bat anh vo nam, ho vé, cho anh ra.

Anh lién thoang, thuong gion véi anh sau anh
bay, giau chia khoa, giut roi, thoi v6 bung. Médc dau
anh khong phai nguoi Duc, song chung t6i quen
goi anh la anh Puc hay thang buc.

Kham s6 3, c6 mot anh canh tay 16 16i thay ma
ghé. Ho noi anh bi ghé hom, di binh vién xin thudc;
doc dang, gap nha binh, bi bat giam khong diéu tra
gihét.

Binh anh cang nguy ngap, canh tay tanh hoi,
khong c6 thudc xtc, moi 1an mé bang ra la gioi rét
lot dot! Anh buc thay binh nhan nam trudc kham
gan bén tuong, anh lac dau, datanh dy lai phong viéc
ong quan, nham gio thay diéu duong vo, anh xin
thuoc tim (permanganate de potasse), bang mdi,
thudc xuc ghé, anh md bang cii ra, ldy bong gon rua
canh tay binh, xtic thudc vao roi bang bo lai.

Mot cu chi dang khen cua nguoi ngoai quoc.

Kham s6 6 c6 hai nguoi Phap bi mat sung hay toi
chi khong biét cung bi ¢ tu. Mot anh hay gion véi
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anh buc, mot anh nghiém trang, ca ngay chi ngoi
doc sach.

Lam lam quen vdi anh nay, muon sach xem,
Tuoi thi xin ludi dao cao, con toi, sau khi dugc
san d4 vién chinh Nui Nua d6i dai dac biét, sao toi
khong muon noi chuyén voi san dd nua.

Tu day, moi ngay con toi, biép, vo tham toi, dem
thuc an mon uong cho toi.

b

Ban dém, khi may anh em ngu roi, toi di t6i di
lui, niém kia noi no.

Toi tham vai Pic Quan Thé Am B6 Tat, dai tu
daibi, ciu do toi tai qua nan khoi. bén ntra dém, toi
moi di nam trén sap. Chap chon dé tinh dé mé, toi
duong nhu nghe ai bao viang vang bén tai: “Mong
tam ra! Mong tam ra!”

Sang ngay, t6i con nhd ranh mach, tin tuéng
Troi Phat khong phu nguoi ngay.

Ngay Chua nhut 2-6-46 — Hy vong

Nha toi voi may tré vo tham toi, thuat rang
co6 dén khiéu nai vé6i Lebris rang toi vo toi, chi co
khai xu6ng Nui Nua tan cu, roi ra khong dugc ma
thoi vay.

Lebris an ui, hoi trong kham to6i co bi ai hung
hiép hay khong, noi cho nguoi ro. Nguoi lay lam la
sao toi khai xuéng Nui ma “nghi mat” (se repos-
er), sao nha lua cho nhu vay ma nghi mat!
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Thi ra, nguoi nghe ldm, vi toi khai lanh nan, 4n
tru (me réfugier), chd nao phai nghi mat (se re-
poser) bao gio.

Nho 6ng quan cho it to gidy trang va cho muon
maot cay viét chi, toi viét cho Lebris mot cai don
dai, cat nghia tu su. Nguoinoéi dé xétlaivacd lé thu
bay ngay 8 thang 6 duong lich, cho toéira.

363k

Bay gio chuia chan hy vong, toi phédn khdéi tinh
than, thang Tran Van Chut ba ban co, ma Chu thi
cam dong voi Lam, con Lam cach may ngay trudc
thang toi ba ban khong go.

Moi ngay, sém mai thuc day, chung toi, Hoat,
Xuan, Phuong, Chinh, va t6i 4n banh mi, x6i vi,
uong ca phé; trua hai gio: banh u, chuoi, sa bo ché,
banh bong lan, khi thi ca phé, ga quay banh mi. T6i,
tam gio, banh in, nudc tra, chuoi.

Nam noi chuyén moét hoi roi ho ngdy, con toi, vi
nuc quanén toi di qua dilai, tay khong roi cay quat,
dung ntra dém troi mat, toi moi di nam.

Vira datlung xuoéng thikia, phuong Nam, goc Bac,
trunguongbomnéiam. (hox6 trungtién), mdy bay
trén troi kéu v v luon roéi dap xudng “can” (mudi
bo), tau lan dudi sap ban lén (rép chich).

Tran tré mai dén bon gio thi, géc dang kia, sung
lién thinh ban ram ram (ho bat dau di dai tién).

ROi ho sic miéng rot rot, nhom “hoi nghi tu
cuong”, “that tung”, “lién hanh”, “hoi nghi hoa
binh” ldng xdng, ban cai om som, con ngu nghé
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gi dugc, thoi danh ngoi day lai cau cho nhe cdi
dai truong, thi gioi tua “d6 bo” ran ran, thiét la
nhom gém!

K

bém nay, 3-6, den dién khong chdy, chung toi
dot den cay ngoi an chudi, banh, uéng ca phé, moi
anh Nhut lai an uéng cho vui.

Anh lai, ro bung cudi, y néi hdi chiéu an com
chua no; anh xuc hét hai trdi chuoi, uéng tach
nudc tra, dung day chum chon cui dau, cuoi néi:
“Arigat6” (cam on) roi vé cho nam.

R

“Loi thang chin nam roi, nghe néi nguoi Phap
nhay du bi bat 6 Cu My, c6 hon anh chu tich?

T6i hoi anh Xuan. Anh tram ngam mot lat, gat
dau noi:

- C6, ma nhay du ¢ Lagi chd khong phai Cu My.
Mot budi mai, phi cobay qua, réilolung nam chiéc
du ha xuoéng.

Tuc thithanh nién néi trénglén am am, tuu hop
co trén may tram, t6 chuc cudc “san nguoi”.

Ho mang dao gam, vac tam vong vat nhon,
nhiéu nguoi mang sung truong sung luc.

Hai cay du cho do dac, vat thuc, roi la da xuéng
bai bién, thanh nién bao vay hai cay khdc vira ha
xudng; mot nguoi Anh véi vién si quan Viét Nam
gio tay xin hang.

Con ba nguoi nita chay trén trong rung, song
bua sau, doi qud, ho 16p ngop bo ra, cung bi bat not.
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- May anh Nui Nua, chiéu nay hay la mai, cé 1é
may anh sé duoc tra tu do, nha binh c6 hua nhuvay.
May anh dung di lam dau xa, t6i cho lai quét tudc
dang Toa bo, dang khi nha binh cd lai tha thi toi kéu
vé cho mau.

Nghe 6ng quan noi, may anh mung, chita chan hy
vong, hen rang néu ho dugc ra roi, sao sao ho cung
lai nha co gido Hai ma tham nha to6i va may tré.

Ho cho. Chiéu nay, khong thay ai kéu goi dén;
r6i hom sau, anh bay lai cia mé khoa, rut song sat,
kéo cua ra kéu két két.

- May anh Nui Nua dau?

May anh khodi chi nhin nhau cuoi cuoi.

- Da, anh em t6i day.

- Mdy anh ra 14y bua bua cui.

Minh khong dam cuoi vi cdi mat may anh méo
xeo!

Toi ngay toi ra ma may anh ciing con duyén ng
voikham so 2.

Ngay thu tu 5-6-46 - Diéu tra, ma khong phai
la diéu tra

Bo6n gio chiéu, anh linh Phong lai kham duong
moi toi.

Quan hai Lebris véi dch Tén di vang, ong Ser-
gent-chef voi cau Nguyén Van Tho (ba con 6ng
Nguyén Phu Khai) tiép toi. Ong Sergent hoi toi sao
6 Nui Nua lau nhu vay ma khong ra, rang nha binh
xét don thinh cau cta toi, mai hay la mét, ong Leb-
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ris vé sé ky gidy cho toi ra, phai chi nguoi co quyén
ky thé thi nguoi da ky roi.

Nguoi néi chuyén voi toi vé thoi cudc, thé gidi
chién tranh, Thong ché Pétain, De Gaulle...

Toi xin phép vé tham gia dinh moét chut, nguoi
vui vé viét gidy phép lién va bao toi 6 lai vai gio
cung duoc.

Lo6i bay gio, toi litng thing trd lai khdm duong.
HO Van To lay lam la, néu anh dugc phép nhu vay,
anh & ngoai suét dém sang sé vo.

Toi cuoi dap: “Loi huala danh du”.

Thu nam 6-6-46
Trua, Diép vo tham toi, toibdo 6ng Sergent-chef
hua “ngay mai hay ngay mot” nghia la ngay 6 hay 7
thang sdu cho tdi ra, vay nha toi nén lai nhac coi.

Thu sau 7-6-49

Nha toi vo cho hay rang lén nhac Lebris thi
nguoi hua chac ngay 8, dung 10 gio, nguoi sé cho
toi ra, bdo dung di dau, dang thu hai 10-6, nguoi di
cung toi lai Toa bo, trinh toi voi quan chu tinh.

Trua 7,anh em con héi hop ra thai d6 choi:

Hoat: Trong tho Luc van Tién, c6 cau luc baty
nhu vay: “Nhut nhon tho nan, nhi nhon ta” (Mot
nguoi tho nan, hai nguoi chét). Cau gi?

bap: Lién mang buc tugng Van Tién,

Nham dong nudc chay nang lién nhay ngay.
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Co phai la Nguyét Nga nhay xuéng song tu
van ma Van Tién va Nguyé¢t Nga ca hai déu chét
chim khong?

Phuong: “Long chau hé phuc, xuat Van Tién
nhut cu”.

bap: Qua song ca thay xép vi,

Vao rung cop thay phai qui lay dua.

Hoat: “Htu van vo dap” (Luc Van Tién)

bap: Van Tién nghe biét nguoi nay,

Hoi thdm tén ho phong ngay dén on.

Ong tiéu tro lai lam son,

Ong tiéu khong tra 16i noi tén ho minh.

Phuong: “Yéu diéu thuc nit, quan tu bat cam
can” (Thiéu nu yéu kiéu, quan tu khong dam gan).
Xudt méc: Cay nang hai (c6 gai)

- boi bén phu mau ludng song toan,

Cd sao hién phu luy sang sang? Xudt moc: Cay
sau dau.

Chti: Hai ong makhong co ba,

Sanh con d¢ chau ddng ba muoi nguoi.

8 dua 6 nhalam quan,

12 dia ra duong nghinh ngang,

10 dua di hoang khong vé.

Xuat vat dung: Co tuong.

Gidi nghia: Hai 6ng tuéng

4 si4 tuong 6 nha pho tuong.

4 xe 4 phdo 4 ngua di doc di ngang
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10 chot tan téi, qua song roi di ngang hoac di tdi,
khong di lui.

Hoat: Onggia c6 4 ngudi con, nguoi tahoi chung
lam nghé gi. Ong dap:

- Mot thang chét chua chon (thang hut)

- Mot thang chon chua chét (thang an trom)

- Mot thang c6 4an khong chiu lam vua (thay
phap)

- M6t thang lam vua khong an (thang hat boi)

- Gian chéc chuinha,

Kién cdn cot nha, nhuc nhdi bui tre.

Xuat qua: Trdi tai.

- Nudc trong rtira ruét sach tron,

Mot cau danh lgi chi son long day. Xuat ngu: Ca
chdan.

To6i cing du cudc, hoi:

- Truyén Kiéu anh doc da lau,

D6 anh c6 biét bon cau mot tién.

(Mot tién la sdu muoi dong tién kém xua).

bap: Muoi ldm nam bay nhiéu lan, Lam guong
cho khdach hong quan thu soi.

Tu con luu lac qué nguoi,

Béo troi song vo choc muoi ldm nam.

Nhiing la ray udc mai ao,

Muoi ldm nam 4y biét bao nhiéu tinh.

Nhing tu sen ngo dao to,

Muoi lgm nam mdi bay gio la day.

K

Anh Hoat voO vai toi noi:
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- Anh da chac chan mai nay duoc ra, vay khong
1é toi thiéu no anh (no van chuong) ma khong tra,
vi cau doi cua toi

Raurirduriararamrap,

anh da doi xong, con cau doi cua anh, toi ciing
ran doi, dau dé dau hay, nhung cau:

- Ngu gidc Tran Doan, an com Phiéu Mau, khién
tuong chinh dong

hoi hiém, xin anh sua lai nhu vay:

- An com Phiéu Mau, ngu gidc Tran Doan, xudt
binh phat Bac

dang toi doi:

- Doc truyén Nhac Phi, ngéi tu Nhon Qui, toan
ké phong Nam.

Toi khen hay, con phan toi, toi d6i nhu vay:

- Ngu gidc Tran Doan, an com Phiéu Mau, khién
tuong chinh dong doi:

- Noi guong Quan Vo, hoc sach Khéng Minh, dé
binh phat Nguy.

buogc trd tu do - Cam tudng

Chiéu thu sdu, ngay 7 thang sdu, dung sdu gio,
quan hai Lebris ky tén vao sé cho toi ra.

Anh em turgia, vui vé nguoi vé, ké con giam buon
buc, minh sao khoi chanh long.

To6i nong nhi¢t cdm on 6ng quan May xép kham,
anh sau Mai, anh bay Puc, ca ba déu doi xu véi toi
rat muc tu té, toi cam dong vo cung.

363k
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Nam trén vong, dudi mdi hién, hiu hiu gio thoi,
bong nguyét 16 mg, toi 6n lai quang doi di vang va
nghi dén tai nan la ky toi vira thoat khoi.

Trong khodng muoi bay ndm lam vié¢c cua toi,
gap may viéc hinh t6i diéu tra ky luong, lam phuc
trinh giai pham nhan qua Toa 4n, con nguoi vo toi
toi tha ngay, it khi giam qud 24 tiéng dong ho.

Con hom nay, mdc dau ho biét minh vo toi, ho
cung giam choi nua thang!

Toi nho lai diém chiém bao to6i ndm thay hom
thang tu nam réi, nam At dau 1945; bay gio, nhing
viéc xay ra, toi mdi thay né phu hop véidiém chiém
bao ay.

Via toi di xét s6 sach mot lang no véi ong Thanh
tra hanh chanh Viét Nam trong moét tinh mién
dong. Toi thay trong s6 con s6 417. Roi nam 1945,
sau khi Viét Minh bai bo chuc vu tinh trudng va
quan truong, toi tinh lai téi vira lam viéc dung 17
nam 4 thang.

Nam 1946, thang 4, toi lam nan va bi giam dung
17 ngay tai mot tinh mién dong!

Troi Phat mach bao cho biét trudce chang? Ma su
xay ra roi, minh pham phu moi hiéu.

Dau nam At dau, toi co lam bai tho: “Dém ram
thang giéng nam At dau”, trong c6 cau:

“Tron khuyét khuyét tron, guong to ni,

“Hiép tan tan hiép kiép phuvan.

Cauaylaloi sam cta cuoc doi toi sau nay chang?

Thoi duonglam quan do, ké radan day, ro6i mang
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than tu toi, song nguoi doi bi cuc thai lai, hét vinh
dén nhuc, mién luong tam yén 6n, tdm chi thanh
cao, thi cudc vinh nhuc, nhuc vinh, ban han, giau
c6, minh van xem thuong.

363k

Ngay 8 thang 6, toi dén Toa bo tham ong Tinh
truong Bui Thé Kham 1a chu 6ng Phu Bui Quang
An, 6ng Pho tinh truong Pham Van Cang véi ong
Huyén Luu binh Vi¢p.

Ca ba déu to cam tinh va an ti to6i. Ong Tinh
truong cap cho téi moét buc tho dé vé Sai Gon trinh
cho Cédile 1a Uy vién Cong hoa.

Thodt khoi nan tai, gia dinh chung t6i, ngay 9
thang sau, dap xe do vé Sai Gon, gia tai von ven co
may bo y phuc ctit ma thoi!

e

Lai chuan bi lIén duong (1946)

bén day cham dut doi cong chuc toi dudi thoi
Phép thudc, néi cho dung ra la dén ngay 9-3-1945.
Va mac dau sau nay con lam viéc v6i nguoi Phdp
may nam, song ho cing dudi quyén Chanh phu
Viét Nam.

Chung t6i vé Sai Gon dum dau noi nha mot
nguoi ba con, moét can pho nho hep; sau tung duoc
mot can pho duong Tran quang Khai va muon dugc
mot bo van, may cai ghé, maoi cé cho an cho nam.

Ngay 12 thang sdu, toi dén dinh Hiép ly ca, yét
kién 6ng Arondel, Gidm d6c Nha Nhan vién. Ong
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xem tho Tinh truéng Ba Ria roi cho toi huong
luong ké tu ngay trinh dién, su b6 nham toi sé
tinh sau.

Luc bay gio, Bac si Nguyén.Van Thinh lam Thua
tuong Chanh phu Nam Ky, 6ng P6c phu Phan Van
Chilam Déng ly van phong Phu thu tudng.

Thang bay 1946, t6i dén Nha Nhan vién, nghe
noi toi dac linh tung su tinh Sa béc, quan Lai Vung.

Toi dén thua voi 6ng Doc phu Chi rang tinh thé
nay ma ngoi quan ntia thi nguy, va may con toi ngay
mot 16n, chung toi can phai ¢ Sai Gon hay chau
thanh dang cho an hoc, vi hai dualén hon hét davo
trung hoc roi.

Ong hua gap Tinh truong Sa Péc l1a ong Thai
Minh Phdt sé ndi gium cho toi 6 Toa bo.

Vai tuan sau, 6ng cho hay 6ng Phat chiu cho toi
lam viéc tai chau thanh.

Su doi €o le, cung mot luc toi duoc 6ng co Canh
sat quan ba moi toéi dén lanh su vu linh, theo do
Chanh phu b6 nham toi tung su tai Tra Vinh (Vinh
Binh).

Thé la thang chin, to6i lai khan goi mot minh
xuong Tra Vinh, dé gia dinh ¢ lai Sai Gon. Luc nay,
luong bong toi dugc 1.100$, bang hai s6 luong hoi &
quan Long Thanh.

Phai c6 moét bién c6 nhu vay, Chanh phu méi
nhé dén cong chiic ma tang luong, va lai xu Viét
Nam lam vao thoi ky chién tranh, sanh hoat da bat
dau mac mo.
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T6i budn buc hay tin ban than cua toi, anh Ho6
Véan Nga, trong thoi cudc qua, da bi ké thu, vi ganh
ghét nhé nhen, vi bat dong chanh kién, thu tiéu
mot cach rat oan.

Toi nghi¢p thay, anh H6 Van Nga 1a mot cuu
sinh vién xudt sac, anh thi d6 thu khoa trong ky thi
nhap hoc Trung uong bai hoc duong Paris (Ecole
Centrale Paris, E.C.P.) dugc gido su Phap mén yéu
khen ngoi.

Nam 1932, dé phan khangviéc Chanh phu thuoc
dia xtr tt Nguyén Thai Hoc cung dong chi, anh Nga
v6i mot sO sinh vién biéu tinh trudc dién Elysées,
bi Chanh phu Phap téng hoan vé nudc.

Anh dugc 6ng Lé Ba Cang rudc day Toan phap
truong tu thuc cua ong, va suét may ndm, ty s6 hoc
sinh truong nay dau bang Thanh chung (Diplome
de fin d’Etudes complémentaires) cao hon cac
truong khac trong Nam, ké ca truong Chasseloup
Laubat (nay la “Trung tam gido duc Lé quy bon” -
Centre d’Enseignement Lé quy Pon).

Anh Ho6 Van Nga la moét nha di quoc chan chanh
ma chét mot cach vo ly, chua lam gi thiét thuc cho
nudc non nho, thuong tiéc thay!

Néu anh may man tho dén ngay nay, biét dau
chung mién Nam dat Viét ta chang duoc thém mot
vién kién tuong chong do giang san!

e
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NI
PHUNG S VET NAM
1945 — 195

Nguoi qudn tik co lam cho nguoi tré nén
tot, khong bao gio lam cho nguoi tré nén xdu.

Trong cdc thut huong, chi cé huong ciia
nguoi dic hanh rdt vi diéu, bay dén tdn
muoi phuong.
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Ba thang 6 Tra Vinh - 1946

bi tinh lan nayla lan thi may roi?

Ban so la Bac Liéu, lai tré vé Sai Gon, ké di My
Tho, qua Can Tho, lén buc Hoa, xuéng Soc Trang,
lén Long Thanh, bay gio di Tra Vinh, thé la dao
choi canh tinh Ian thu bay roéi.

Tu day cho dén ngay huu tri, con thuyén chuyén
bao phen nua?

Toi qua giang xe do xuoéng Tra Vinh, vao Toa b6
yétkién ong chu tinh Emiry, 6ng phé Bernard Fau.

Emiry bd nhiém toilam chu su diéu khién nhan
vién, trit ngan sach tinh do 6ng Duong Sanh, ké
toan vién dam nham.

Ong bao toi ¢ tam dau do, cho o6ng cdp nha cho
toi véi hai 6ng thanh tra tiéu hoc.

Gap anh Boc phu Nguyén Van Phudc, chu quan
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chau thanh. Anh nay da hai lan dén thé toi, lan thu
nhut 6 Thi xa Bac Liéu, lan thu nhi lam chu quan
An Hoa.

Toi gap anh lan naylalan thubavalalan chot.

Anh bao t6i khi chua nhut dinh ¢ dau thi ngu
noi nha anh cho vui. Phong an c6 moét cua cai
thong ra san, mot cdi hang rao dam but ngan cach
ngoai duong.

Buta com chiéu vao luc bay gio rudi toi, anh an
rat lau, an com mot hoi doi chdo; anh dé mot cay
sung luc to trudc mat, lé nhe noéi chuyén anh tiéu
tri khang chién.

Anh thuat rang moét khi, anh mac do tran di
hanh quan nup trén chiéc xe GMC ban xuodng.
Thoat anh dé y nhiing vién dan khong biét tit dau
r6t chung quanh minh anh. Thinh linh, anh day
ngo lén cay dua, thady mot chu 4o den ngdi chém
ch¢, chia sing ngay anh, anh ban m¢t phat, chu
rét xuong “nhu mot con gau”. Thi ra mot anh linh
Nhat theo khang chién.

Néu anh ay ban gidi thi anh Phudc da bac phudce
roi!

T6i 6 chung voi anh téi ngan qud, néi voi Emiry
cho t6i mét phong trong khach san (bungalow)
ma 0.

Khéch san nay tung dudi phia trong c6 may cai
phong, mot anh san dam chiém mot, toi maét, phia
trudc tam lam tho vién. Trén lau dung lam Toa bo,
vi Toa bo ctiva dinh Tinh truéng da bi d6t chay hoi
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quan doi Phap tdi chiém Tra Vinh va bo doi khang
chién rut lui.

Mot chiéu thi bay, toi ra tho vién tim sach xem.
Ngoi dudi dat mot hoi, chung dung day xay xam
mdt may muon te.

Toilai ng6i xuoéng, nham mat mot hoi bt chong
mdt mdi lan budc vé phong. Hom sau, toi dén bac
si Lé Van Hué nho 6ng kham binh. Ong bao toi
thiéu mdau, moi chiéu tiém mot mui thude bo, vai
tuan thi manh. La vi, suot thoi gian chung téi tan
cu dudi Nui Nua, ngay ngay an toan cd moi kho véi
trai dao 1on hot cham tuong, khong co gi b6 dudng.

K

O Tra Vinh, toi gdp lai anh H6 Bao Thanh, chu
quan Cau Ngang, toi trudc da quen anh hoi ¢ dinh
Hiép ly, voi anh Nguyén Van Bau, chi quan Tra Cu,
toi biét anh hoi anh tung su van phong Thong doc
Nam ky, lai gdp nhau luc t6i 6 Can Tho con anh 6
Long Xuyeén.

Anh Bau tanh thing than va trong phong tuc
Viét Nam.

Trong quan anh, c6 lan nong phu cay pham mat
cdi ma, anh bitkhan dong, macdodai,nhangdenra
tama, mac dau anh la tin d6 Thién Chua gido.

Buia no, anh sot rét uong 6, 7 vién quinarcrine,
anh pham thudc trong minh néng nay, c6i 4o vat
vai, duong dém ra nam ngoai cho. Mat tham phuc
trinh 1én chu tinh Emiry rang 6ng quan Bdu lam
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sao ma co thai d¢ liéu linh nhu vay, khong biét cé
“an chiu” véi bén kia chang?

Emiry goi van tho lén thuong cdp, xin thuyén
chuyén anh Bdu di noi khac, 6ng phu Nguyén Ngoc
Chi dén thé anh 6 quan Tra Cu. Nghe nhu nam
1947, quan nay bi Viét Minh tan cong, 6ng quan
Chi bi chon song, toi nghié¢p thay!

363k

Toi lai gap anh Lam Van Tugng, chu su Ty Dién
dia, goc nguoi Tan An, dong huong vdéi toi.

To6i quen than hai anh thanh tra tiéu hoc Tran
Van Kiét, Vuong Bao Thuan, anh Lé Van Hug,
Truong ty Y té, ong Thong, chu su Buu dién.

Mady ong noi trén déu 1a nhiing nguoi dao duec.

Colan, toi pha choi anh Kiét véi anh Tuong mot
phét lam hai anh hoang hon.

So 14, tai Phong Thong tin, trén vach bén phai,
treo may tam hinh thoi sy, bén trdi 1a buc anh No6i
cac Thu tuéng Nguyén Van Thinh.

Anh Kiét voi anh Tuong ddm nhiém vi¢c trang
tri Phong Thong tin. Trén buc anh thoi sy, hai anh
c6 dan mot cau: “Mot tac dat bo hoangla...” Vabén
kia, trén buc anh méy 6ng Thuong trong Noi cac,
hai anh dan tiép: “... mot gia dinh chét déi”.

To6i khong dc y, song quen tanh vui dua. Hom
dé nham chua nhut, to6i ghé Phong Thong tin xem
choi, anh Kiét, anh Tuong (ma chuing toi goila “ma
mut” (mammouth)) ctng hién dién noi dy. Tinh
cotoi déy cdi chuyén “ly ky” toi vira ké trén, toi ndi
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voi hai anh: “Hai anh co6 phan su trang tri Phong
Thong tin cho cong chung xem, ma hai anh lai goi
Noi cac Chanh phu Nam ky 1a “mot gia dinh chét
doi” a! Toi noi voi Emiry”.

Kiét, Tuong hét hon, bong do thay, thay do
bong. Toi cuoi noéi: “Kho gi dau, ba phut dongho la
hai anh sap dat dau vao day”.

To6i phu voi hai anh, go cau “chét doi” dem qua
bén phai, cho néi voi cau kia, thé 1a xong!

K

Bay gio cai xudng truong hoc “Atelier-école”
sua xong lam mot day ba cin nha rong, Emiry giao
toi can gitta; bén phai, gia dinh anh Vuong Hao
Thuan, bén trdi 6ng Pen Nouth, thanh tra truong
tiéu hoc Cao mién.

Gia dinh anh Thuan la mo6t nha dao duc, anh
truong trai, thuong moi toéi qua nha dung com chay
v6i hai 6ng ba, va thinh thoang, dém tring, anh
sang qua bén to6i, anh em bac ghé ngdi ngoai san,
an banh in uéng nudc tra, dam luan vé viéc co kim,
va c6 lan anh thuat chuyén chon linh 6ng Nguyén
Trung Truc nhap xac.

Mac dau xa gia dinh, toi nho giao thiép than mat
vé6i anh chi Kiét, anh chi Thuan, cung duoc an ui
phan nao.

ot

Mot soém mai chua nhut, téi ra anh Kiét di choi,
viéng Chuia Luéng Xuyén Phat hoc.

Mot ngoi chua do so, nén duc cao tam tac, cot
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g6 mot 6m bong ngoi, nhiéu cot Phat thép vang to.
Quanh chua, trong nhiéu cay an trai.

Nhasu tru tri 6 tran, quan cut, dang san soc may
giong khoai mi bén hong chua. Thay khach dén,
ongvao lay do trang mac vo, rét nudc tra dai khach.

Chung toi xin phép viéng canh chua, bat ngo
toi hoi nha su an chay truong chiang. Ong hoi lung
tung, ddp rang ong an lac trai. Toi ngac nhién,
khong ngo ong su tru tri mét chua 16n, néi danh 6
Nam ky, ma chi an chay moéi thang co sau ngay thoi,
khong bang nhiéu cu si truong trai hay thap trai.

Toi thua cung 6ng, hé thi phat xuat gia thi
truong trai tuyét duc. Nhung nay 6ng chi dn chay
ky thi 6ng con an thit cd, tom cua, nhu vay, vo tam
hay c6y 6ng pham téi sat sanh, mot toi nang, dung
dau trong ngu gioi cam nha Phat...

Ong su kho chiu, di tdi di lui, duong nhu 6ng
muon khach vé phut cho roi.

Anh Kiét thay tinh thé “khan truong”, nhay toi
dung day tu gia nha su, dat nhau ra khoéi chua, anh
noi véi toi: “Thoi nuong tay cho 6ng nho, thay 6ng
boi réi, cung toi!”

boikhi, téi dén tham anh Huynh Thién Kim, mot
thanh nién du hoc bén Phép vé, gioi Phép van, su,
dia, tanh tinh anh cuong truc dén muc thach do.

Vi, hai bén cot ctra ngo trudce nha anh, khac doi
lién nhu vay:

“Quan khdch khudoc tit, vo lugn Chdnh toa, Chi tinh,

“Thué sau hoan nap, bdt tri Thong doc, Toan quyén.
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K

Ngay 11 thang 11, Emiry t6 chuc cuodc 1é dinh
chién cua nudc Phap, mac dau luc bay gio, Nam Ky
da cé Chanh phu, khong thuoc quyén cai tri nude
Phép ntuia.

Nhung thoi, Viét Nam chua han doc lap thi cho
phép vién chu tinh Phap t6 chuc 1é dinh chién cho
vui. Toi cung anh Kiét di xem.

Mot anh linh Cao Mién phung mang tron mat
thoi chiéc kén Tay coi oai 6n, toi doc bén tai anh
Kiét may cau tho:

Ong Chan tron mét lai phung mang (Nac Ong
Chan)

Thoi dang kén Tay that rat sang!

Tré nhé Nam danh cudi chi tré (An nam nhan)

Tiém kia Gidi Thach cu lan can (Tuong Gioi
Thach - tan thudc bac kéu leng keng).

Thuyén chuyén Sai Gon

Ngay 12 thang 11, chung t6i hay tin Thu tudng
Thinh tu ta. Cé ké bao 6ng bi am sat.

Ma ai 4m sat 6ng? Co loi chi cho ho?

That la bi mat!

To6i nghiép cho nguoi chi c6 tam nhiét thanh 4i
quoc ma chang c6 thu doan chanh tri d6i pho thuc
dan trong luc ho lam le trong d4ch d6 ho lén dau c6
dan toc Viét Nam.

Hoi dong Nam Ky nhom may phen bau cu 6ng
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Tan Thu tuéng thay thé c6 Thu tuéng Thinh; bac si
Lé Van Hoach duoc da s6 tham dac cu Thu tudng.

Nhac lai, trudc khi xuéng Tra Vinh, toi co yét
kién ong Nguyén Phu Khai, Tong truéng Bo Thong
tin, xin cong su voi 6ng. Ong bao lam gip khong
dang vi Thu tuong it muoén cho cong chuc 6 tinh vé
Sai Gon, thung thang vai ba thang sé hay.

Nay 6ng Thinh da tu tran, ong Hoach quen than
v6i chung toi, toi viét tho bao nha téi nhac nho 6ng
Nguyén Phu Khai va thinh cau anh Hoach vui long
cho t6i thuyén chuyén vé Sai Gon, giup viéc 6 Bo
Thong tin. Nha t6i tra 16i anh Hoach hua sau khi
nham chuc anh sé liéu ma dem toi vé. Bay gio chi
convan dé thoi gian 1a toi dugc doan tu gia dinh.

Ha tuan thang chap, toi tiép mot cong dién Phu
Thu tuéng danh cho tinh truéng Tra Vinh, thuyén
chuyén toi vé Bo Thong tin. Téi mung lam, cho
Emiry cho t6i di. Song cd tuan anh ta mai goi toi
vo van phong, rang chac toi da thay cong dién kia,
nhung anh ta “khong thich lam viéc mot minh”, toi
phai cho nguoi thé, ong méi dé toi di.

Sau, vé duoc Sai Gon, t6i nghe Bo Noi vu ¢6 bo
nhi¢m 6ng Co mi Pham Van Nga xuéng Tra Vinh
thé toi, ong khong tuan linh, bo di dau khong biét.
buoc cong dién vao 16i 15 thang 12, mai dén lé
Chua Giang sinh, toi noi véi Emiry rang than phu
toi 6 Tan An dau nang, toixin phép vé tham, manlé
roi toi xuong tiép tuc lam viéc, chung nao c6 nguoi
thé, toi sé vé luon. Vién chu tinh chiu cho.
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Nhiéu than huu khuyén toi khong nén qua
quan tu trong thoi loan nay, nhut la doi véi mot
chu tinh Phap nhu Emiry khong c6 thién cam voi
nguoi Viét Nam. Va lai, da co cong dién goi vé thi
nén ¢ Sai Gon lam viéc ludn, toi gi phai xuéng
nua, khong khéo ma mac ket dudi nay, biét bao gio
moi vé dugce. Nghe 161 htu ly, toi tra d6 dac muon
cua ong bang chu Quang bong luc don nha, tu gia
chdnh pho chu tinh cac than htru va nhan vién Toa
bo, ngay 24 thang chap vé Sai Gon.

%3k
B6 Thong tin (1946-1947)

Ngay 19 thang chap, Viét Minh Bac Viét gay
chién voi quan doi Phép. O Nam Ky, phong trao ky
thi dia phuong thanh hanh, song cac bdo déu theo
phe thong nhat.

Ban dau, t6i lam Chanh van phong cho 6ng
Nguyén Phu Khai, sau 1am Giam déc Thong tin,
quan ba Huynh Van Chin tic Tu Do la Béng ly van
phong. buong 16i tuyén truyén cua B Thong tin
luc bay gio chua co giro rét.

Sau khi t6i 6 Tra Vinh vé Sai Gon roi, thang
giéng 1947, Emiry vé Phdp, Baroagelata dén thé.

Ngay 4-2-47, 6ng nay véi mot phdi doan nhan si
va cong chuc, trong do cé 6ng Lam Quang Tri voi
ong Nguyén Van Phudc quan truéng chau thanh,
cung mot sO binh linh di Tiéu Can.

Dén O Dung, bi Viét Minh phuc kich giét gan 40
mang.
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Nghe noi nan nhan bi 10t tran; thi hai ho dugc
ché vé nam sap 1op tung dusi khach san, noi luc
trudc lam tho vién, trong that tham thuong va
ghé tom!

May cho t6i duoc vé Sai Gon trudc d6 vai thang,
bang chang thi biét chung dau to6i cung sé 1a mot
trong cac nan nhan hodcla sau dé sé thé 6ng Phudc
lam cht quan chau thanh, hay mét quan khac, mac
ket dudi Tra Vinh khong biét chuing nao vé duoc!

Sk

Luc bay gio, may cong chuc trd lai giup viéc
trudc thang 12 ndm 1945, duoc thang nhi cdp, nhu
Phu hang ba lén hang nhut, Phu hang nhut 1én Boc
phu st dac hang, nhiéu tho ky duoc bo sang ngach
Co mi hay Huyén.

Nhung ai trinh dién véi chanh quyén Phap trude
ngay 10 thang 5, 1946, dugc thang nhut cap. Con
ai vé sau ngay ay, chang han nhu toi, khong duoc
thang cap nao.

Co nguoi may man dén doi tu tho ky hang ba
nhay vot mot cai dén Tri phu hang nhi ngang
xuong, khong thi ct, khong cong can gi hét (2!).

Sau do mot thoi gian, Chanh phu lap mot uy
ban xét truong hop may cong chuc vé tré va tuy
truong hop ma cho, hoiac khong cho, huéng s6
luong trong thoi gian gidn doan cong vu (période
d’interruption de services).

Ban dau, Uy ban do 6ng Thai Lap Thanh lam
chu tich, roi sau vai ndm la 6ng H6 Bao Loc.
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Mac dau toi bién minh rang sé di toi vé tré, sau
ngay 10-5-46,1avi gia dinh t6i tan cu dudi Nui Nua,
mot hon ddo ma muon qua Vang Tau hay Ba Ria
bang thuyén mdy cung mat hai ba tiéng dong ho.
Vao 16i thang 5-1946, duong giao thong ti Nui Nua
qua Cap, Ba Ria gian doan, nhan vién mat tham tu
Cap qua khong cd tré vé va dan su bén nay cung
khong qua Cap.

Vi thé ma chung téi khong hay tin Chanh phu
truyén linh cong chuc tan cu phai trinh dién truéc
ngay 10- 5-46, ma dau cé hay biét cting vo phuong
qua Cép hay Ba Ria ddng.

Trudc truong hop bat kha khang nhu thé, Uy
ban van hai ba lan bac don téi ma khong cho toi
huong tam thang 12 ngay luong thoi ky gian doan
cong vu, tir 1-10-45, dén 12-6-46, la ngay toi duoc
tai huéng luong cong chuc. So6 tién 1én t6i 12.000
dong. Toi chiu hai thiét thoi noi trén sau khi, vi bat
com manh 4o, phai lam viéc lai.

Thang tu nam 1947, 6ng Nguyén Phu Khai tu
chuc Téng truong, ong Diép Quang Dong duoc bo
nhiém lam B¢ truéng Thong tin.

Ong dung 6ng Delebris Ia Phé tham bién lam
bong ly van phong, anh Nguyén Van Bau, Chanh
van phong va t6i, Chu su Phong Coéng van. Cac
bdo bat binh va cong kich vi¢c mot ong Bo truong
Chanh phu Nam ky dung nguoi Phap lam bong ly.

Thang nam 1947, t6i khong nhé ngay nao, 6ng
Di¢p Quang Dong v6i ong Truong Vinh Khdnh,
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Tong trudng Bo Gido duc, di cong can viua dén
Trung Luong, bi Viét Minh phuc kich ban chét.

Tin nay lam moi nguoi xuc dong, chung toi
thuong tiéc hai 6ng tan tuy véi chuc vu ma chét the
tham. Thu tudng phdt cau, gian nhiing bao thuong
ngay ca tung khang chién, déng cua mot luot gan
chuc to, b6 nhiém 6ng Vo bong Phatlam bo trudng
Thong tin.

ek
Toa b6 Chg Lén (1947-48)

Bat thinh linh, to6i dugc nghi dinh Thu tuéng doi
toi di tung su 6 Rach Gia. Thatla sét danh bén tai!

Sao ma toi phai chiu nhiéu bat cong nhu thé?
To6i da khong duoc thang chuc, mac dau 6 trat Phu
hang nhut da bon nam va Barthel cing c6é dé nghi
thing thudng cho toi.

Toikhong duochudngluongbong thoigian gian
doan cong vy, toi da di tinh nhiéu roi, lai dong con,
con bao nhiéu ban dong nhiép toéi huéng nhiéu an
hug¢, lai duoc song phay phay ¢ Sai Gon. Sao ma
Chéanh phu bat cong nhu thé?

Toi khiéu nai véi Thu tudng, néu 6ng khong cho
toi ¢ Sai Gon hay mot tinh gan thi téi nhut dinh
khong di.

ROt cuodc, ong Hoach cho toi déi vo Toa bé Cho
Lon.

Su thuyén chuyén nay to6i nho 6ng Vo Van Ngo,
Pho Giam d6c Nha nhan vién, tan tam giup do va
sau nay ong con giup toi nhiéu lan nua. Viét may
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hang nay, to6i nghiéng minh cam on 6ng, mot cong
chiic man can thanh liém, mot nguoi ban tot.

Vao Cho Ldn, toi dugc chu tinh De Bascher giao
pho cong viéc ké toan ngan sach tinh va cong nho
lang.

Cong su vdi toi co hai ba tho ky, trong do co
ong phan Giai la nguoi da phu td anh ké toan vién
Nguyén Van Ngo ¢ Toa b6 Bac Liéu nam 1932.

Namay, 1947, VaTién Huanlam Pho tinh truéng
Cho Lén. Ong nay hoi 1943 thé toi lam chu quan
buc Hoa. bau ndm 1944, 6ng lén Phu hang nhi, toi
dala Phu hang nhut ddng hai ndm. Nam 1946, 6ng
dac biét vinh thang Boc phu st con téi van lui dui
chuc ca! Anh Tran Vin Ky, B6c phu su dic hang
lam chu quan chau thanh, 6ng Nguyén Vian Vang,
cht quan Can Giuoc. Can Pudc c6 6ng Chau Ngoc
Thoiva chu quan buc Hoala 6ng Huynh Van Liém.

... Ngay hai buéi di xe buyt Sai Gon Chg Lén, rat
mat ngay gio va mét nhoc. May toi dugc quen voi
ong Louis Félix, nguoi Phap lai, 1a cht S6 Ve sanh
Cho Lon, nha ¢ Sai Gon, di lam viéc bang xe Hong
thap tu cua S¢, thinh thoang 6ng ghé nha cho t6i
qua giang va chiéu dua ve.

Mot hom, mot bién Tay dén Toa bo trao cho toi
mot to doi hau cua 6ng Du tham Toa an quan su
Phép. Ong hoi toi khi Viét Minh néi 1én, toi da lam
gi, ndi gi 6 Long thanh.

Sau ong lai diéu tra mat vé toi voi 6ng Huynh
Truong Thi, hiéu truong truong Phudce Thién nam
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1945. Ong Thi khai ring vi tinh thé bit budc, toi
phai noi va chi co ndéi doi 1oi vua du dé ciu tanh
mang toi thoi.

Thang chin nam 1947, bac si Lé Van Hoach tu
chuc Thu tudéng. Trung tuong Nguyén Van Xuan
thay thé, b6 nhiém ong Lé Tan Nam lam Thu
trudng Noi vu.

363k

bam nhiém ca hai phan ké toan tinh va lang, khi
mua gio dén sd tré, toi thu that lam hai viéc khong
kham cho nén 6ng phan Giai gian lan cong nho
lang ma to6i khong hay biét.

Lavihuong chiic dem tién dén Toa bé muon ong
lam giay géi kho, 6ng lanh géi dum ma lai bo tui,
chiing d6 bé ra, 6ng tron mat. Két qua cudc diéu
tra, ong gian lan cua lang t6i vai chuc ngan dong.

Toi chiu trach nhiém tinh than vé su “bé boi”
do, nén cudi nam 1947, De Bascher phé diém toi
rat xoang.

Toi xin 6ng Boc phu Ngo giup toi vé Sai Gon,
ché lam viéc trong hoan canh nhu vay, toi xuéng
tinh than lam viéc khong duoc.

To6i nghi¢p 6ng tan tam giup toi, noi voi Gidm
doc Nha nhan vién la Bargeton sap dat cho ké toan
vién & Tan An la 6ng Tran Van Binh 1én Cho Lén
thé toi va toi thuyén chuyén vé B6 Thuong mai va
ky nghé dau nam 1948.

ek

B6 Thuong mai va ky ngh¢ (1948-50)
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B0 kinh té hién thoi, hoi nam 1948, goi la Bo
Thuong mai va Ky nghe.

O Tra Vinh vé, toi c6 dén Bo nay xin Thé tiép té
thuc phdm (carte de rationnement). Ong Nguyén
Phudc Loc, bong ly van phong, chi phat cho toi co
mot cdi cat chu gia dinh ma thoi, con nha to6i voi
chin dua con thi khong co, vi toi “vé tré!” Thiét cai
thang cong chic nay khong vé som dang phuc vu
chu Tay, né bi thiét hai du diéu.

Thé tiép té luc ay qui nhu vang, vi c6 n6 méi
mua dugc bua sita, vai s0, bang chang thi mua chg
den mac bang hai bang ba gid chénh thuic.

bén chung toi déi lai BO Thuong mai va Ky
ngh¢, ong Loc dalanh chuc vu cao cd noi khéc, anh
Nguyén Van Ba noi véi Pho Déng ly Marie cap cho
toi mot cat chu gia dinh, nha t6i voi bay dua con
16n, moi nguoi mot thé, con hai dua nhé nhut lai
khong co.

Sau, toi quyén chu S6 Kiém gid, ong Huynh Khac
Dung, Pho Gidm d6c Nha Tiép té, mdi cho hai dua
ut toi hai tam cat.

K

Thang tu nam 1948, Chanh phu t6 chic Hoi
cho trién lam thuong mai ky ngh¢ trén phan dat
nam trong pham vi cdc con duong Coéng Ly, Han
Thuyén, Pasteur va Alexandre de Rhodes, trudc
dinh Boc lap.

bén B6 Thuong mai va ky nghé, toi yét kién ong
Pham Van Hai, Téng truong, ong Lariviere Dong ly
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van phong. Ong nay la cyu cht tinh Can Tho va Bac
Liéu, toi co dé cap dén ong trong chuong “Toa bo
Can Tho.

Lariviere dat toi dén van phong Hoi cho, giao
toi cho anh Tran Van Chi, Téng Tho ky st dung.

Chac doc gia con nhé anh nay la cuu chu quan
Cai Be, luc toi 6 An Héa (My tho).

Ho6i choman, téi ddm nhié¢m chic vu bau phong
Coéngvan.

Luc bay gio, may ong bong ly van phong, Pho
dongly, Chu su Phong Ky nghé, c6 Bi tho cia bong
ly, déu la nguoi Phép.

Viéc diéu hanh trong B6 nam trong tay may
nguoi 4y. S6 Kiém gid, mot anh cuu Co canh sat la
Boué Lahorgue lam Chu Se.

Sé Kiém gid (Service du Controdle des prix) -
1948-50

O trén Bo duoc vai thang, toi déi xuéng So
Kiém gid, tung su dudi quyén Boué Lahorgue, thé
Huyén Nguyén Vinh T6 1én B¢ lanh chuc chu su
phong Ky nghé.

Lao Boué c6 moét nu bi tho, dam lai, ba Delorge,
lanhan tinh 6ng ta.

Kiém hoa vién (Controleur des Prix) 16i muoi
may nguoi, da s6 1a nguoi Phap, chi co vai ba nguoi
Viét dan Phdap nhu Khanh, Hau, Adam.

Luc 4y, Chanh phu tuyén dung kiém hda vién
mot cach qua dé, khong biét theo tiéu chuén nao,
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va may nguoi ay dot luat 1¢, 1ap vi bang thuong gia
cach cau tha vo cung, doi khilai lavo ly.

Moi tuan, som mai thu hai, Chu Sé Kiém gia
trinh cho Uy ban kiém gid xét ho so vi pham luat
1¢ kinh té, hodc nhung dé nghi sap hang cac khach
san...

Uy ban nay gom bén nidm uy vién nguoi Phap,
nhom dudi quyén chu toa cua Henri Bonnaud,
Gidm doc Nha Kinh té

Nhiing vai s6 do Kiém hoa vién bat dem vé S va
bi tich thau, “ba chu” Delorge htu quyén ban cho
aituyy.

Sukién nay thau dén tai Bonnaud, 6ng phdi 6ng
Tdng Van Chi, chu su Phong thuong mai, xuéng
diéu tra. Bou¢ doi di, mu Delorge nghi viéc.

CoAlexandre dénlam chu S6 Kiém gid, lam viéc
khong troi, chung mot thang cing déi tudt. Ong
Jean Vanel, quan cai tri hang nhi, khong biét tirdau
déi lai. Ong lam viéc ¢ quy cu, khong héi 10, nén
dugc Bonnaud vi né. Ong tuyén thém nhiéu kiém
hoavién, phan nhiéu thao viéc.

Ong tin nhiém téi v6i Co mi Vo Van Phi, Co mi
Dao Van Ky.

Ong ham doc séch va cho ba chung t6i, Phi, Ky
v6i toi muon nhiéu sach hay ma doc.

bau nam 1949, nhac gia toi tu tran, Vanel cho
toi muon chiéc Peugeot 202 nhoé dua dam tang vé
Cho dém (Binh Dién).
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ek

Trung tuong Nguyén Van Xuan lam Thu tudng
toan c6i Viét Nam, ban an cho cong chuc nao du
diéu kién tham nién to6i thiéu va co dé nghi cua
thuong cap, duoc thang nhut cap.

Nhan co hoi nay, t6i véi anh Pham Van Hoc,
trudc la chu quan Long Phu, bay gio da d6i vé Phu
Thu hién Nam Vi¢t, duoc thiang chuc Doc phu sy,
song anh Hoc duoc hudng ca tham nién va luong
bong moi ké tit ngay 1 thang 1 nam 1948, con toi
chi hudngluong trat méi ti ngay 1 thang 7 ma thoi,
vi phiéu diém toi khong tot bang phiéu diém anh
Hoc, bdi vu phdn Giai tham lam cong nho lang &
Cho Ldn.

Mot cai thiét thoi thu tu cua toi, tir ngay vé lam
viéc lai.

Cuu xét truong hgp cong chiic
trinh dién tré

Nam 1949, Chanh phu lap moét uy ban gom ba
nguoi, do 6ng Nguyén Van Tam lam chu tich, toi
lam thuyét trinh vién, véi mot cong chic dong
ngach nhung trén trat nhan vién bi xét xt vi trinh
dién tré.

To6i da ¢ trong tinh trang “bi ket” dudi Nui Nua
nén rat thong cam hoan canh cua ho.

Phuc trinh t6i khong gat gao, va ong chu tich
Nguyén Van Tam cang khoan hong, thuong thi
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uy ban dé nghi lén Chanh phu cho duong su cham
thang thuéng mot hodc hai ndm ma thoi.

T6i lay lam la song sung suéng ma thdy sao mot
vién quan cd tiéng la nghiém khac, lai to thai do dé
dai voi dan em, phai ching thoi cuoc qua da thay
déi tanh 6ng phan nao.

Trai lai, khi 6ng b6 Van Cong thé 6ng Nguyen
Van Tam, 6ng dé nghi phat 6ng Phan Van Hién, tho
ky thuong hang, sut moét cap, vi dén nam 1947 6ng
modi ralam viéc lai.

Ong Hién 1a cyu tho ky gitp viéc toi 6 Soc trang,
toi hiéu biét hoan canh o6ng, thé ma téi binh vuc
ong khong dang.

... G0 lan, Ho6i dong nhom xong, 6ng Tam chua
voirave, conron (ram) ngoi tam su voi toi.

Rang, hoi Nhut dao chanh, 6ng dang lam chu
quan Cai Lay; ké thu dén bat 6ng giam vao kham
duong My Tho, hai tay bi cong.

bé phd ban tay mat 6ng khong con dung nua
dang, ho “rut” long xuong thu nhut ngon tay cai
ong cho trat qua mot bén. Ong cho ho ra khoi
kham, 6ng can 16ng tay do rut 1én va dat no ngay vi
tri cu, trén lat 1éo 1ong thu nhi, doan 6ng dung sat
vach tuong de ép ngoén tay cai vao tuong suot hai
gio nhu vay, dau chay nudc mat, cho hai I6ng khoi
su an khép vsi nhau.

Mot thoi gian sau, ké thu s¢ 6ng vuot nguc, cho
onglén Sai Gon giam vao kham 16n. Ngay 18 thang
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chin,ndm 1945, quan d6i Anh Phap chiém Sai Gon,
ong duogc giai phong.

Sau do, trong mot cudc hanh quan, ong bi Viét
Minh ban gay ngon tay gitta ban tay trai.

363k

Thang bay ndm 1949, Vanel vé Phdp nghi, toi
quyén Chu S¢ kiém gid, phat gat bon gian thuong
Hoa kiéu, nhut 1a truong hop ho khong néu gia, dé
cat c6 khach hang.

Trong thoi ky nay, toi vira quyén Chu S¢ kiém
gid, vira la “nhan vién trung gian ngan kho” (agent
intermédiaire du Trésor) cé phan su géi so tién
phat vao ngan kho.

Toi kiém diém bac tién ky luong, xem xét s
sach do Phan Quang Lé gitt c6 phut hop voi s tién
trong tu sat hay khong. Moi tuan mot lan, toi lam
phiéu nop tién, roi voi Lé 6m bac xuong kho, giao
cho may thau ngan vién, chiéu méi nhan bién lai.

To6i khong tho lanh tién bac ai, song mot vai
nhan vién toiloi dung co hoi délam tién, saunayra
khoi S Kiém gia toi mdéi hay.

Lakhi thuong gia xin gid thuc phdm dé ban siva
ban 1é, S¢ dinh gid roi, nhan vién trao bon tho cho
thuong gia, nhan lanh s6 tién tra nudc!

ek

Vai thang sau, Bargeton, cuu Gidm doc Nhanhan
vién, tit bén Phap qua, dén lam Chu S6 Kiém gid.

Ong nay cting lam viéc kha cdn than, khong tu
vi ai. Ong phai toi diéu tra vé gia gidy in bdo, toi
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trao cho 6ng mot phuc trinh day du, ong rat hai
long. Ong phé diém toi kha tét, song Bonnaud
bao sao khong biét ma Bargeton déi thanh phiéu
diém tam thuong.

Cai anh thuc dan Bonnaud, t6i lam bon phan
ven toan, co gi ma anh ghét t6i! Khong ro ai dc tam
tau ra tau vao chi do!

Nam 1950, Bargeton qua Toa D6 chanh phu ta
ong Bui Quang An; 6ng ndy lam Téng tho ky cho
Bac si Tran Van bon dam nhiém chuc Do truéng
trnam 1948.

Mot 1an nita, toi quyén Chu S6 kiém gid cho dén
ngay toi nghe S6 nay sap bai bo, toi dén Bo thanh
xin cong su v6i Bac si Tran Van bon.

Ong chdp thuan.

K
D6 thanh Sai Gon Chg Lén (1950-51)
“Gia cu liém gia cuéc”

Henri Bonnaud b6 nhiém 6ng Huu Co thay thé
toilam Chu S6 Kiém gid.

Sau do mot thoi gian, 6ng Co gap toi, hai toi
“con can dung tién khong”. Toi ngac nhién, song
hodc vi ngay 4y toi ban viéc, hodc vi tanh toi it
muon gay su vdi ai, toi khong héi ong toi “can tién”
trong truong hop nao, hoac an hoéi 19, hoac xén bot
tién cua S6, hoac chia tién thuéng voi nhan vién...

Veé truong hop thu ba nay, phai, téi cé chia tién
v6inhan vién, vi toi c6 quyeén huéng mot phan nho
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trong so tién phat. Ngoai ra, toi khong ha lam cong
quy, khong nhan tién dut 16t cua ai bao gio, bang
ching, may nguoi ké ti€p toi da phanh phui ra roi!

Ong Co, néu tinh c6 6ng doc may hang chu nay,
ong nén suy nghi lai ma dung noi oan cho mot ban
dong nghiép.

e

Bac siDo truong Tran Van Bon cé sang kién lap
mot “Gia cu liém gid cuoc” cat nha ré tién ban cho
cong chuc ngheo dong con mua 6.

San dai 10 Lacaze, (nay la Nguyén Tri Phuong)
con mot miéng dat trong, rong trén muoi mau, oOng
giao cho ong ky su Nguyén Ngoc Ky, chanh su vu
S6 Ky thuat o thanh, san bang Sé dat dy, vé bong
dorodichiaranhiéulo, goithaukhodn dén dau thau
xay cat.

Véphantoi, téithaoquyché “Giaculiémgiacuoc”,
tiép xuc v6i Bo Tai chanh va Phu Thu Hién Nam Viét,
ngo hau co so tién can thiét dang khoi cong.

Trong cong tac dai quy mo nay, ngan sach bo
thanh dai tho mot s6 tién 1a nam triéu dong, Bo Tai
chinh cung giup mot s6 tuong duong.

Toi yét kién ong HO6 Quang Hoai, Gidm doc Tai
chanh Phu Thu hién, té muc dich “Gia cu liém gia
cuodc”. Ong cu nu mot hoi réi hia sé dé nghi véi
Thu hién, luc do la 6ng Thai Lap Thanh, chuén cap
cho D6 thanh hai triéu bac.

Thé 1a “Gia cu liém gid cudc” dugc khoi cong
v6i s6 tién la muoi hai triéu dong, dé cat bay tram
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can nha, dai bay thudc, ngang ba thuéc ndm, ban
moi can 1a 20.000$, voi mot s6 biét thu nho, ban
50.000%, hai loai déu phai tra gop trong nam nam.

Bac si Do trudng giao toi géi tat ca so tién vao
ngan hang, lanh tap chi phiéu dé thanh todn cho
thau khoan.

Néu da xay cat dugc mot phan, may ong cé thé
xin thanh toan. Ong Ky su Ky chung nhan, toi lam
chi phiéu, 6ng b6 truong ky tén tra tién.

K

Cung trong nam 1950, toi tdi ban lan thu nhi
cudn “Nam Ky danh nhan” déi tén la “Danh nhan
nudc nha”; cudn nay duoc tdi ban lan thi nhut nam
1948 trén giay dac biét.

Nhic lai, nam 1949 t6i co xuit ban cuén “Tuy
dién dau hoi dau nga”, duoc Nha Hoc chanh Nam
Viét nhan lam sach gido khoa. Quyén tu dién nho
nay khong hay vé mat ly thuyét, song tién loi vé
mat thuc hanh 13, cing trén mot truong, téi cho in
doi chiéu, nhting chtt c6 luon ca hai dau, dau hoi va
dau nga, va tuy theo dau ma c6 nghia khac nhau.

Nhu chi:

Cung (cung c6):lam cho vung chac. Cung (cung
vay): nhu vay. Nghi (nghi ngoi, ngéi nghi, nghi
mét). Nghi (suy nghi, nghi ngoi).

Nam 1951, toi tai ban lan thu nhat cudn nay.

%363k

Nam 1950, thang 10, toi theo 16p dé nhut nién

truong Luat khoa dai hoc, c6t mo rong kién thuc
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kién van, ché dé thi cu gi, mdt cong chuc it cé ngay
gio ranh roi, vanam 1950, toi da 45 tudi roi, tri nho
khong con mau le va bén dai nita thi thi véi calam
gi cho chac rot!

Thé nén mon nao thich thi hoc, nhu luat
ho (Droit civil) kinh té chanh tri (Economie
Politique), ma khong thich 1a khong hoc, nhu Lich
su Luat hoc (Histoire du Droit...)

Veé viéc cap phat may can nha mdi cat, Bargeton
dé nghilam mot cai bang co hai “ctra”: luong bong
va tinh trang gia dinh.

Thi dumoét cong chic hang C cé vo, 7 con, luong
thang chi co 5 ngan, chac duoc uu tién hon mot
cong chuc hang B, dong s6 con ma luong thang 8,
9 ngan dong.

Nhung uy ban cting can nhac cdn than nhiing
truong hop tuong d6i dong nhau, nhuluong 5.000%
ma 7 dia con voi luong 7.0008 ma 9 con...

Ap dung tiéu chudn 4y, toi thdy su cdp phat ciing
cong binh dugc phan nao.

ek

Cuo6i nam 1950, Béc si Pon dugc bé nhiém lam
Dai s, Téng tho ky Bui Quang An quyén Po truong
it ngay, ké ong Lé Tan Nam dam nhiém chuc vu ay.

Bac si Don cai tri D6 thanh hon hai nam, thuc
hién nhiéu cong tac, nhut 1a kién tao mot day nha
lau gan Chua Xa Loi bay gio. Ong sta déi “dat
thanh cha”, duong Hién Vuong, lam nhung day
pho trét cho nhan vién S6'Vé sanh, va hién nay khu
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nha Nguyén Tri Phuong sum mau, vui vé, do la
“dua con tinh than” cua Béc si Tran Van Don, mot
nguoi nhan hau, o6 éc to6 chuc.
Bo Tai chanh (1951-54)
Sé Vién trg My

Vao 16i thang nam, nam 1951, 6ng Nguyén
Phuéc Loc, bong ly van phong Bo Tai chanh, Tong
trudng la 6ng Nguyén Trung Vinh, xin toi qua Bo
Tai chanh.

Thu hién Nam Viét, 6ng Thai Lap Thanh, chap
thuan.

To6i khong biét trong cac ban dong nghiép, cong
chuc hanh chanh c¢ ai thuyén chuyén nhiéu nhu
toi khong, riéng phan toi, dinh mang sao dua day
toi d6i cho qua thuong!

Thukiém diém, dudi thoi Phap thuoc, tir 1928 dén
1945, Phap bi dao chanh, toilam viéc da may noi:

1) Dinh Hiéply (Toa6) 1928
2) ThixaBacliéu 1932
3) Dinh Hiéply (Toa1) 1932
4) Phong Phién dich 1933

5) Quan AnHoda 1935
6) Toabo Can Tho 1936
7) Quan Puc Hoa 1942

8) Toab6Soéc Trang 1943

b, trong vong 17 nam, gia dinh chung to6i da



354 ¢ DAOVANHOI
ruong trap di noi nay noi no ca thay tam lan, khi thi
minh xin d6i, khi lai bi d6i di.

Va, tr 1945 t6i 1951, thay d6i may phen:

a) Quan Long Thanh 1945
b) Toabd Tra Vinh 1946
c)B6 Thongtin 1946
d) Toab6 ChgLén 1947
e) Bo thuong maiky nghé (S Kiémgid) 1948
f) Do thanh 1950
g) BO Tai chanh (vién tro My) 1951

Trong vong sdu nam, toi cung da doi so so bay
cho, cong voi 8 1an thuyén chuyén trudc, vi chi la
151an doi di!

ROi tir 1951 dén 1959 1a nam to6i vé huu, toéi con
thuyén chuyén bao nhiéu noi ntta? Nhung do la
viéc sau.

Xét lai tir ngay budc chon vo Toa sdu dén ngay
Nhut dao chanh, két qua 17 nam cong vu, chung toi
duoc nhung gi? Thang chuc tu Huyén tap su dén
Phu hang nhut, 9 dda con, ban ghé, quan 4o, sach
V6, hét.

Sau khi 6 Nui Nua vé¢, bay con dua 6m dua
dau, ghé choc day minh, toi con vai bo do6 Tay cu,
quan do Viét déu rach, sach vo chay tiéu, tién bac
khong con.

bolakét qua 17 nam cong vu!

Bay gio phai dao tao lai...

6363k
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Ong Nguyén Trung Vinh b4 nhiém toi lam
Chanh suvu S¢ Vién trg My. Cong su vdi toi co Leé
Ngoc Diép, Nguyén Anh A va mot tho ky ddnh mdy,
Lé Song Phudc.

Van phong Tong trudng véi Chanh van phong
dat 6 s6 10 duong boan Cong Buu (Lanzaroote),
con noi s6 59 Gia long, trén lau, canh bén phai, la
van phong 6ng Dong ly, Nha Ké toan véi S6 Vién
trg Hue Ky.

Ong Pong ly véi Gidm déc Ké todn la Nguyén
Phu Hai ngoi trong van phong, con to6i voi é kip
toi ngoi ngoai hang ba sau, phia bén san quan
vot. Nang mua cung chiu, mién lam tron phan su
thi thoi.

Ong Déng ly thdy t6i mbi tudn nhiéu 1an nhom
hop vdi cac Bo khdc vé van dé vién tro My, hoac van
dé khac, nhu Luat nha pho... nén kiém cho to6i mot
chiéc Renault nho dé dilam viéc.

Gyban Vien tro My do ong Peer lam chu su. Ong
la nguoi My la ma noi tiéng Phap troi chay, van hoa
hon nhiéu nguoi Phdp ma toéi quen biét.

Toi co khuyét diém la thiéu kién nhan: 6 Can
Tho, trong Toa bo cé nhiéu nhan vién Hoa kieu, S6
Kiém gia cung c6 thong ngon Hoa kiéu, thé ma toi
khong hoc duoc tiéng Khach tru dé dung.

Lam viéc dudi Soc Trang, nhan vién toi ¢6 anh
Lam Sisomouth, tho ky nguoi Mién, con 6ng Lam
Em, cuu chu quan chau thanh, t6i khong hoc duoc
tiéng Mién; bay gio cong tac voi nguoi My ma hé
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gap nhau dung doc nhut hai chit “good morning”
roi thi xai rong tiéng Phap.

Phu ta 6ng Peer co Leslie Boyd, ong nay thinh
thoang dén nha tham toi, tding may con toi tap chi
My va day hoc tiéng Anh. Chung t6i dai 6ng ta an
cha gio, ong khen ngon lam.

Luc 4y, Chanh phu Viét Nam dang ctu xét mot
van dé quan trong: luat nha pho. Chu tich uy ban
la Téng truong Bo Tu phap, ong Nguyén Khac Vé
sau ong Vé nghi, 6ng Vuong Quang Nhuong, Tong
truong Bo Gido duc, thé.

Trong uy ban, tham gia nhiéu luat su nguoi
Phap, nhu luat su Couget.

Uy ban nhém hop nhiéu ky, ban cai cang 1dm;
mai dén nam 1953, dao luat Nha ph6 mdi ra doi.

Cung nam 1951, Thu hién Thai Lap Thanh véi
Tuodng Chanson bi dm sat ¢ Sa béc, linh cttu quan
tai Phong Khanh tiét b6 thanh.

Chung to6i, cong chuc hanh chdnh, tung cap
thay phién nhau canh xdc mot tiéng dong ho. Phan
toi canh tit muoi mot dén muoi hai gio dém.

Ong Thanh tu nan, 6ng H6 Quang Hoai thay
lam Thu hién Nam Viét, cdi rui ctia nguoi nay doi
khi la cdi may cua nguoi kia.

e

Ong Nguyén Trung Vinh tur chic, Thu tudng
Tran Van Huu bé nhiém ong Pham Van Hai lam
Tong truéng Bo Tai chanh.

R6i mot ngay kia, khong ro vi duyén c6 chi, 6ng
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Pham Van Hai ky su vu linh rut chiéc Renault lai,
khong dé toi dung dang di lam viéc nira. To6i phan
nan, 6ng hua sé xét lai, cho dén khi 6ng nghi viéc,
ong khong giai quyét gi ca!

Ong Tran Van Hiu dugc Quéc truéng Bao Pai
giai nhiém, giao quyén 6ng Nguyén Van Tam lam
Thu tudng.

Dinhién 6ng Nguyén Van Tam 1ap Noéi cac khac,
Pham Van Hai nhuong ché cho Nguyén Huy Lai.

Trong gioi cong chuc, c6 nhing du luan khong
hay d6i v6i may chanh khach bat tai, “chau ria”,
cho mot ghé ba chon mot sém mot chiéu nho than
thé, phe dang, ma “voria”, r6iba chon ghé gaymot,
phai “raria”, cho mot co hoi khac...

Ngoai quéc c6 nguoi phé binh tinh hinh Viét
Nam thoi bay gio, chung toi nghe 14y lam kho chiu.
Ho noi: “Xu gi ky cuc qud, rat ngheo, ngan sach
thiéu hut, séng nho ngoai vién, nho ngan hang
quoc gia, ma may ong Toéng trudng déu la cu phu!”

Sé Nhan vién

Van phong ong Nguyén Huy Lai do ong Lé
Tai Cuong lam Déng ly, 6ng bao Xuan Dung lam
Chénh van phong. Van phong cung van 6 s6 10
duong boan Cong Buu, con Nha Ké toan vavatliéu
v6i S6 Vién tro My 6 cho cu, s6 25, Gia long.

Ong Téng truéng banh truéng S6 Vién tro My,
dem 6ng Nguyén Quang Nha tur Bac vo lam Tong
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Quan tri Vién tr¢g My (Administrateur Général de
’Aide Américaine), diéu khién S¢ toi.

T6i buc boi muon xin déi trd vé vsi Tha hién
Nam Viét.

buocbiét ong Tong trudng can dung mot Chanh
suvu cho Sé Nhan vién, toi xin dam nhiém chiic vu
ay va dugc chédp thuan.

Luc bay gio, Bo lap thém mot Nha Tong tho ky,
giao cho ong Than Trong Lac chi huy. Em 6ng Téng
truéng la Nguyén Huy Tran lam Giam déc Nha
Ngan sach, ong Nguyén Xuan Quang, Giam doc
Thué vy, 6ng Nguyén Thuan véi ong b6 Van Cong,
Chanh su vu hai S6 Kiém soat udc chi.

363k

Bo Tai chanh t6 chuc lai dang hoang, mé6i Nha
Sé duoc nhiéu nhan vién, chiém gan tron Toa nha
dunglam B¢ Kinh té hién nay.

La Chanh sy vu S6 Nhan vién, toi thuong du Uy
ban thang thuong 6 cac Bo kia. Toi binh vuc cong
chuc co gia dinh dong con; trong truong hop hai ba
cong chuc duoc dé nghi thang cap va phiéu diém
tuong duong nhau, t6i xin ity ban danh uu tién cho
nguoi dong con hon hét.

Thanh thtt 6ng ky su Nguyén Van Thach, Dong
ly van phong Bo Cong chanh, tang toi cdi bidanhla
“nguoi binh vuc gia dinh dong con”.

bau nam 1953, toi duoc thang Boc phu su dac
hang, song cdi rui theo lién cdi may, la thang nam,
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nam ay, dua con gdi thu tu téi, hoc 10p tu tai, dau
muoi hai tiéng dong h6 ma chét.

Ba bon ban Ho niém Phat gido dén tung kinh
siéu do sudt hai ngay dém. Ong P6ng 1y vin phong
B6 Tai chanh v6i da s6 nhan vién thay mat ong
Tong truong dén phung di€u va, ngay tong tang,
ong Téng truong phai bi tho ngoi xe theo dua dén
phan mo. Sau ngay 4y, cac con toi ndi rang du am
tiéng tung kinh ni¢m Phat ciia mdy ban Ho niém
con vang vang bén tai.

Thua tudng dai tiéc

Thu tuéng Nguyén Van Tam thiét tiéc trong thé
dai cac Tinh trudng va cing moi cong chiic cao cap
hanh chanh Sai Gon dén du. Han thuc don gom
toan mon ngon vat la lam roi, song anh Mai Tho
Truyén v6i toi truong trai, chi dung toan... banh
mi, xa lach, uéng xo6 da.

Tiéc man, Thu tuéng di mot vong héi chuyén
riéng ti nguoi tinh hinh trong tinh, gdp t6i véi anh
Nguyén Van Bau lang vang dau do, ong chi chung
toi noi: “Con chu Bau, chu Dao nay chua lam chu
tinh, phai cho hai chu di tinh mdéi duoc”.

Anh Bau cu nu rang anh gitp viéc trong Bo ciing
co hiéu qua khong kém gi 6 tinh, tuy kha nang anh,
chd néu di tinh ma anh khong thich ciing khong
thanh cong... Toi chi mim cuoi ma khong noi. Ong
Thu tuong xang giong dap: “Vous khong thanh
cong thi Chanh phu cach chuc vous!”
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Ong Nguyén Phudc Loc, Do trusng, trung anh
Bau: “Anh Tam anh noi gi anh noi, cu lam chi cho
anh néi gian”.

Nam 1953, t6i soan mot cudn sach nhan la
“Danh tukinh tévatai chanh” (Lexique des termes
économiques et financiers), danh tu Phap dich ra
Viét ngu. Toi trinh ban thao 6ng Nguyén Huy Lai
xem vaxin 6ng nang do. Ong khen tang, tro cdp toi
10.000¢ dé xuat ban. Téi in 2.000 cudn, biéu qui vi
Tong truong va moét s6 dong nghiép, dugc céc ong
khuyén khich va mot 6ng Gidm doc... xé bo gio rac.

O doi, hanh dong cua méi nguoi, hay hay dg, déu
co ké khen nguoi ché, do ai tranh khoi. Toi nghe,
trong dan anh cua to6i, vai ngudoi phé binh: “Chu
bao do duogc viét vai cudn sach nho, cho lam viéc
lam dang co6 hay ho gi dau!”

Phai, toi chi la mot cong chuc hanh chanh tam
thuong, song phan sulam xong, toi hay tim toi viét
lach, dé thoa man sé thich va dé giup ich phan nao,
ché chang phai vi qua ham danh ham loi.

buoc dong bao co cam tinh khuyén khich, toiin
sach ky nao ban hét ky ndy, va nhiéu gioi noi rang
“chi nghe tén 6ng D.V.H. soan gia ‘Diéu 1¢ s6 cong
nholang,’‘Congviéclang, Nam Ky danh nhan’, ‘Tu
dién dau hoi ddu nga’... chd khong biét 6ng b.V.H.
b6c phu si”. Loi nhan dinh 4y la mét phan thudng
qui gid doi véi toi. Ngoai trit ong Duong Tan Tai la
tac gid quyén “La part de ’encens et du feu” (Phan
huonghéa) bang Phap van, vaanh Mai Tho Truyén
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sang tac nhiéu sach vé Phat gido, con bao nhiéu
cong chuc cao cdp hanh chanh rat thong minh, gioi
Phap van lan Viét van, hoc rong biét nhiéu, ma nao
co thay luu cho doi mot cong trinh van hoc nghé
thuat gi dau! Ta phai can dam nhan rang da s6 cong
chtic cao cdp hanh chanh thoi Phap thuoc mang cai
thanh tich bat hao la “ninh tay, hong hdch va... hoi
10” bi bao nhiéu 14 0an han va ché bai. Cho nén, hé
co cohoilam tham quan 6 lai gat hai cai quakhoé do
nhan du ho da gieo!

Toi khong vo diia ca nam, vi khong ai phu nhan
rang nhiéu vién quan hanh chanh Viét Nam dao
duc thanh liém duoc dong bao kinh mén.

ot

B0 Kinh té (1954-55)
Sé Ngoai thuong

Thoi cuoc bién chuyén, dat nudc qua phan.

bau nam 1954, 6ng Buu Loc thay thé ong
Nguyén Van Tam lap Noi céc; ong Duong Tan Tai
thay ong Nguyén Huy Lai lam Téng trudng Tai
chanh. Ké ong Ngo binh Di¢m vé Viét Nam chdp
chanh, tru liéu di cu mot phan dong bao dat Bac
vao Nam.

Ong Duong T4n Tai nhuong chd cho ong Tran
Hitu Phuong, 6ng Luong Trong Tuong lam Téng
trudng Bo Kinh té, b6 nhiém 6ng Nguyén Van Khai
lam Téng gidm déc Nha Ngoai thuong. Ong nay
qua B6 Tai chanh tim thém ngudi cong su. Toi tinh
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nguyén cong tac véi ong, khong phai B¢ Kinh té 1a
noi dé lam giau, song ngdi mot cho da lau nam, gio
cung muon doi.

Sau hai ba phen do du, 6ng Tran Hitu Phuong
moai chdp thuan cho tdéi di, vao thang chin nam do.
Ong Khai giao toi dam nhiém S& Ngoai thuong,
thé ong Lé Van Khé dugc giao hoan vé Toa bai biéu
Nam Viét.

Vi ndm 1954, Chanh phu Ngo Pinh Diém bai
bo Phu Thu hién Nam Viét, lap Toa Pai biéu va bo
nhiém Duoc su Tran Van Lam vao chuc ay.

Nhac lai, dau nam 1953, chung téi mua duoc
mot chiéc xe hiéu Citroén dé di lam viéc va dua
ma4y dua con toi di hoc.

bén S& Ngoai thuong, toi tuyén b voinhan vién
rang toi toi day bang chiéc xe nha da mua hon mot
nam, ché khong phai nho S6 nay dé sam xe hoi.

Toi bat tay vao viéc, chu toa nhung cuoc dau
thau nhap cang. Hai cdi tu 16n dung day nhoc bao
tho ddu thau ma khong biét tit bao nhiéu lau, 6ng
cuu Chanh su vu khong giai quyét, chang khéac
truong hop hai to6i véi anh Khué nhan viéc 6 Toa
sau, tho huong cdi di san may tram ho so khiéu nai
vé thué vu chua xét tdi.

Di nhién ¢ Sé Ngoai thuong, téi duoc thuong
gia “chiéu c6”, 16p trong S¢, 16p lai nha, song toi
chi... 14y cong tam ma lam viéc, va lai moi phién
dau thau déu cé mot uy ban dén du, gom c6 Tong
tho ky phong thuong mai Phap, Téng tho ky phong
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thuong mai Viét Nam, mét Phap kiéu nira toi quén
khong biét git chiic vu gi, véi toila Chanh suvu.

Noi day, mot s6 sach “Danh tur kinh té va tai
chanh” téi dem qua, thuong gia ho mua may ngay
la hét sach.

R

Phu ta 6ng Khai, ngoai téi con c6 Bui Thién
Hung, Chanh su vu Sé No6i thuong, Nguyén Huu
Chi, Chanh su vu Phap ché.

Hién nay, 6ng nay la bai su Viét Nam noi My
quoc.

Sé ngoai thuong khong cé gi rac roi, chi bén
No¢i thuong (Commerce intérieur) voi su cap phat
ngoai té truc tiép (Attribution directe de devises)
lam cho gitta van phong 6ng Téng truéng voi Tong
Nha Ngoai thuong nay sanh nhitng suhuc hac.

“Cap phdt ngoai t¢ truc tiép” la nhu thé nao?
Céc nudc ban thura nhan nudc Viét Nam doc lap
v6i muc dich giup do xu nay khuéch truong kinh
té, mdi nam giup mot s6 ngoai té dang nhap cang
ngay hang hoa cua ho, nhu My giup My kim, Anh,
Phap, Y, Duc, Bi, Na Uy, Thuy Dién thi giup ngoai
té nudc ho. Thuong gia d¢ don véi Bo thuong mai
vaky nghé, doi tén la Bo Kinh té quoc gia, cap phat
cho mot s6 ngoai té dé nhap cang ngoai hoa.

Thuong thi 6ng L.T.T. Téong trudng, chip
thuan, van phong 6ng chuyén don xudéng Téng
Nha dé thi hanh.

Ong Tong Giam doc xét lai va, hoac thuong gia
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ho xin mot s6 qud cao, hodc so xin ctia hai ba nguoi
tong cong troi hon so6 ngoai té hién huu, thi du s6
déng quan Y 1a mot triéu “lires” ma thuong gia xin
dén mot triéu rusi, mot triéu tam thi dao dau ra
tién dang théa man cho ho.

Vay ong Téng Gidm doc nhom uy ban xét may
don 4y, roi, hodc khong cap phat, hodc xén bét di.

Thé la van phong o6ng Téng trudng khong hai
long va moi lan uy ban nhom hop, 6ng Téng phai bi
thoxudng quan sat cach uy ban lam viéc.

Co lan, ong Tong Giam doc véi ong Bi tho to
tiéng cai nhau, chang qua “vi tién”.

Cuoi thang chap 1954, Tong Giam doc cong
du moét thang 6 Nhut bon, ong dé nghi toi xu ly
thuong vu.

Ong Téng truong dé nghi lén Quéc trudng an
thudng Bao quéc Huan chuong cho mot s6 nhan
vién. Do Sac linh ngay 8 thang 4 nam 1955, toi véi
ong Huyén Phuong Van Muoi dugc an thuéng bé
ngu hang Bao quéc Huan chuong.

Thoi gian toi phuc vu dudi Soc Triang, Barthel co
dé nghi thuéng huy chuong “Chevalier de ’Ordre
Royal du Cambodge” cua Hoang gia Cao Mién va
“Chevalier de I’Ordre des Millions d’Eléphants”
cua Lao quoc, song toi khong duoc chiéc nao ca.

Nay, sau hai muoi sau nam cong vu, toi mdéi
duoc chiéc Bao quéc Huan chuong la huy chuong
duy nhut trong doi cong chtic t6i va la huy chuong
cao nhut cua Chanh phu Viét Nam.
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“Cai hanh lang cam d6” —
“Le corridor de la tentation”

Thang tu, ndm 1955, quan luc quoc gia tdn cong
luc luong Binh xuyén.

Toi khong hiéu vi duyén cd nao, 6ng Tong
truéng Kinh té, ong L.T.T. bong dung di mat.

Vai ngay sau, Dong ly van phong cting vang mat
luon. Trudce khi di, ong Tong truéng chap thuan
cap phdat ngoai té cho mot md don cua thuong gia.

Ong di rdi, Bi tho 6ng 6m xdp don dy xuéng Nha
Ngoai thuong yéu cau toi thi hanh.

Toi xem so vai cdi roi tra lai cho Bi tho, rang kho
cho toi thoa man may don nay. Thuong cap toi, ong
Téng truéng, bong ly van phong, va Téng Gidm
doc déu vang mat ca thi ai chiu trach nhiém trong
vu nay, mdc dau toéi quyén Tong Giam doc nhung
toi chi la Chanh su vu Ngoai thuong ma thoi, toi
khong ddm lanh trach nhiém.

Ong Bi tho 6m cap di.

Mot ngay sau, ong dén nha toi vao gitia trua,
yéu cau, nai ni, va dung mot ly 1é manh me, do6i voi
nguoi non da yéu long. Ong néi:

- ba co chu ky chap thuan ctua 6ng Téng truong,
anh con so noéi gi? Va lai, sé co “phan” anh trong
nay ma!

Toi lac dau dap:

- Phai chi 6ng Téng truong con ngoi do thi linh
ong truyén ra toi thi hanh lién, hién nay ong di
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dau khong ai biét thi, néi that 6ng dung budn, toi
khong dam thoa man may don nay.

Duong nhu ong Bi tho gian lam, song 6ng khong
lay chuyén to6i dugc, danh chiu.

Mot tuan sau, Tong thong Ngo binh Diém bo
nhiém o6ng Tran Hitu Phuong lam Téng trudng
Kinh té thay thé 6ng L.T.T.

Viéc lam dau tién cua o6ng tan Tong trudng la
bao toi trinh s6é ngoai té ong xem. Khong co gi 1on
xOn.

Néu toi lam cang dang vira long 6ng Bi tho, hau
c6 huong “phan” minh thi luc nay an lam sao noi
lam sao voi 6ng Tong truong Tran Hiu Phuong?

Bac triéu khong do6i lay danh gia minh duogc.

Sau nay, gap vai thim phdan quen trén Phap
dinh, toi thuat chuyén ay cac 6ng nghe va két luan:
“Phai toi cap ngoai té ‘aw’, theo 10i yéu cau ong Bi
tho, chac toi da vao Chi hoa nghi mat”!

ek

Toa Dai biéu Nam Viét (1955)

Ong Téng Giam ddéc di cong can bén Nhut vé,
dé nghi bé nhiém moét nhan vién tré tudi cé bang
“Cao dang thuong mai” lam Chanh su vu ngoai
thuong thay thé t6i dugc giao hoan vé Toa Dai biéu
Nam Viét.

Sao cung duoc, vé thiveé!

Luc can dung, ho moi minh tdi, ho tim dugc
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nguoi hay nguoi gioi thi minh phai tuan theo luat
dao thai tre tan mdng moc chd sao!

Ong Pai biéu Chénh phu Tran Vin Lim cho toi
ngoi chung moét gian phong véi cac 6ng Nguyén
Van Lé, Bui Quang An, Tran Van My, nhiing cong
chuc hanh chdnh khong c6 phan su nhut dinh, chi
lam cong tac dac bi¢t Chanh phu giao pho cho thoi,
co thilam, khong cd, ngodi choi xoi nude.

Khong lam Chanh suvu thi toi lam sach.

Toi co y dinh viét chung vao moét quyén sach su
nghiép cach mang, khang chién ciabanha chisiho
Phan, tuc Phan Dinh Phung, Phan Chau Trinh va
Phan B6i Chau.

Toi lién lac voi 6ng Bao Trinh Nhat, xin dugc
dung tai liéu trong quyén Phan Dinh Phung cua
ong. Ong phuc dap bang mot buic tho dai, sin long
théa man 10i téi thinh cau.

V6i nhiing tai liéu thau thap noi khdc vé Phan
Chau Trinh va Phan Boi Chau, toi viét thanh mot
quyén siach: “Ba nha chi si ho Phan: Phan Pinh
Phung, Phan Chau Trinh, Phan Boi Chau”. Toitrao
ban thao cho vai ban lang van duyét lai, roi nam
1955, cuén “Ba nha chi siho Phan” ra doi.

E g
Bo Cai cach dién dia (1955-56)

Vao thang bay thang tdm nam nay, Bo Cai cdch
dién dia lap moét Co quan voi muc tiéu cho nong
dan vay tién, do 6ng Nguyén Vian Diéu lam Quan
trivién.
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Ong xin moét s6 cong chiic hanh chanh phu t4
ong: Tran Vian Ky, Nguyén Van Pinh, Truong Van
Long vdi toi.

bau tién, 6ng Quan tri vién dinh b6 nhiém 6ng
Ky lam Chanh kiém sodt vién, toi véi Dinh, Long
lam Kiém sodt vién, xuéng dong dién kiém tra
nong dan lang dung dung cho so6 tién Chanh phu
cho ho vay hay la... da ga, cobac.

Khong ro sao subd nhi¢m nay khong thanh tuu,
va to6i véi binh, Long & lai van phong phu td Quan
trivién, cong viéc lam khong c6 gi nang nhoc.

Van phong chung toi dat trong mot biét thu lau
duong Cong Ly, ngang Phdp dinh vahi¢én naylavan
phong Téng tho ky T6i cao Phap vién. Chung toi
ngoi chung voi Quoéc gia Nong tin cudc, ong Ngo
Quang Huy lam Gidm doc.

Luc nay, trong cac Nha S¢ da khéi su hoc tap
t6 Cong, voi nhing dé tai tam thuong nhu phong
gian, bao mat, muu mo6 CoOng san...

Thang 10, B6 Thong tin t6 chuc cudc Hoi thao
tai Phong Hoi dong Toa Bo chanh, tuuhop dai dién
cac Bo dé hoc tap chanh tri. Trong chuong trinh,
dé tai cai cach dién dia duoc ghi va toi thuyét trinh
vé viéc giup do nong dan bang tién bac, trau bo dé
canh tac, dién tich ruong nuong da trong trot.

Mot khi, 6ng Nguyén Huu Chau, B trudng Phu
Tong thong dén Bo Cai cach dién dia, noi vé thuc
hanh chuong trinh Cai San. Cdi San la moét vung
sinh lay nuéc dong nam gita Long Xuyén Rach
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Gia, dién tich may ngan mau tay, chua trong lua
duogc. Nhiém vu Bo Cai cach dién dia 1a khai kinh
xé ranh, thdo nudc vung dy cho né tré thanh dat
kha di canh tac.

Nguyén Hutu Chau von la luat su, néi nang hoat
bat, hap dan, thinh gia thich nghe.

Nha Cuu chién binh (1956-57)
“S6 Danh viéc lam”

B¢ Cai cach dién dia, Nha Quan tri giup d6 nong
dan, chung t6i khong co gi lam, ngoai trit hoc Anh
vanva T6 Cong.

Cong viéc buodn té, hoi chan. Toi hay tin anh Vo
Van banh la Téng tho ky Nha Cuu chién binh sap
vé huu, toi dén tim Dai ta Bui Van Haila Tong Giam
doc Nha Cuu chién binh, anh banh 1a cong su vién
cua ong.

Xin nhac lai anh Vo6 Van bPanh la cuu chu quan
Ké Sach luc toi 6 Soc Trang. Nhut ddo chdanh, anh
lén lam chu tinh. Quan do6i Phép tro lai, anh duoc
boé nhiém chu tinh Tra Vinh.

To6i xin cong su voi Dai td Hai sau khi anh Banh
hoi huu. Ong bang long, song thu tuc hanh chanh
day dua dén thang ba nam 1956, t6i mdi qua Nha
Cuu chién binh.

Bay gio thay d6i khong khi, toi tiép xuc véi
nhan vién trong quan doi. Mot su kién mdi lai xay
ra, la BO Quoc phong bai bé Toa Tong tho ky noi
Nha Cuu chién binh vi khong can thiét. Thé la toi
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da khong co gi lam 6 B Cai cach dién dia, lai hoa
thanh “that nghi¢p” 6 Nha Cuu chién binh.

Dai ta Hai cho toi tam ngo6i noi day nha thap
6 bai 10 Thong nhut, ngoi chung véi Trung ta
Nguyén Dac Loc va yéu cau ching to6i lam Co van
cho 6ng vi luc bay gio Nha 6ng c6 mdy S6 nhu sau,
moi S& déu co chanh suvu:

- S6 Hanh chanh va ké toan, chanh su vu: 6ng
Nguyén Van Minh;

- S6 Phép ché, Lé Van Nham.

- S6 Huu bong va trg cap tu tuat: Duong Xuan
Lang.

- S6 Danh viéc lam: Cao Hitu bong.

- S6 Phé binh: Nguyén Xuan Qué.

Trung ta Nguyén Pic Loc trudc la Chanh
van phong cua H6 Thong Minh, B6 trudng quoc
phong, bay gio lam C6 van cho bai td Hai. Trung
tda nguoi nho nha, hoc thuc rong, céd bang Cirnhan
Toan phdp, lai giéi Han van, viét Viét van troi
chay. Toi lay lam sung suéng ma duoc gan 6ng dé
trao doiy kién.

Thinh thoang, Dai td Hai dua nhung van de vé
Cuu chién binh yéu cau chung t6i nghién cutu va,
moi thang vao ngay 3, chung to6i nhom hop moét lan.

bai td4 Hai nguoi vui vé ti té, chdnh van phong
ong la nha van bdi Puc Tudn, biét hiéu Tchya (Toi
chang yéu ai? Toi chua yéu ai?), tac gia quyén tiéu
thuyét duong rung rung ron “Than hé xam”. Ong
Tchya dugc dong hoa chuc Dai uy.
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Bi tho Pai t4 Hai 1a Trung uy Nguyén Long Y,
giéi Anh van. Lan no, mét nhom nhan vién Nha
khac b6 Quéc phong dén thuyét trinh vé dé tai “To6
chuc Cong san”.

Trung uy thuyét trinh vién ndi ning hoat bat,
tai liéu cung khd doi dao. Va thuyét trinh do mot
tiéng dong ho xong. Pai uy Tudn 1én noi vé “Luat
thua tru” (Loi des compensations), “Luat mau
thuan” (Loi des contradictions) va gi gi ntta do.

Ai ndy déu nhin nhau ngo ngac.

bai uy Tuan xudng, to6i vudt 6ng ta mot cau:
“Paity an n6i hung hon qua!”

Ong nghiém nét mit, noi: “Phai néi cho chung
biét.

Toi cuoi tham: biét cai gi?

Phen khac, gido su Nguyén bang Thuc dén
thuyét trinh cho quan doi nghe. Ong ndi vé vén dé
gi ma cé “totem” (bdi vat). Nhiéu si quan khong
thich kéo ra ngoai noi chuyén.

%3k

Vao 16i thdng sdu nam 1956, 6ng Cao Huu bong
sang My hoc vé hanh chanh. Dai ta Hai giao pho
cho to6i S6 Danh viéc lam (Service des Emplois
réservés), cé nhiém vu gioi thiéu viéc lam cho cuu
quan nhan.

Van phong chung toi dat ¢ bai 10 Tran Hung
bao, s6 341, tru s6 Canh sat cong 16 hién thoi.

Toi méi dén da gap phai cudc thi ddnh mdy cua
Cuu chién binh. To6i lam chu tich ban Giam thi do
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Nha Cong vu phai dén, muon mot 16p hoc truong
Cau Kho cho thi sinh thi may bua.

Chung t6i chi muon duoc cé ba muoi mdy, ma so
thi sinh dén may tram nén phai chiaralam nhiéu dot.

Hé thi xong mot dot 1a toi cho s6 trén bai thi
va trén phdch, theo thu tuc thuong ap dung, roc
phach bo vao phong bi nhd, dé bai thi trong phong
bi to, gan xi (cire a cacheter) tu té roi giao cho Dai
ta Hai la chu tich Hoi dong khao thi.

ek

Moi ngay, cuu chién binh dem ho so dén So
Danh vi¢c lam dong dic nhung nhu cau nhan vién
cac Bo cachangtu co hang, nén chung toi gisi thiéu
khong ddng bao nhiéu, va cuu quan nhan thuong
khong co kha nang chuyén mon.

bé tuyén chon thi sinh cyu chién binh vao lam
trong cac Bo, Nha Cong vu dua ra mot tiéu chuan:
ha si quan c6 bang Thanh chung (Diplome de
fin d’Etudes complémentaires), Cao tiéu Phdap
(Brevet Elémentaire), bang Trung hoc dé nhut cap
Phdp hay Viét Nam (Brevet d’Etudes du Premier
cycle) dugc sap vao ngach tho ky mién thi. Si quan
c6 bang Tu tai Phdp hay Viét duoc nhap ngach
Tham su (commis) mién thi.

Chung toi tranh dau cho nhting si quan giai ngu,
khong co6 cap bang, muon vao ngach hanh chanh,
dugc sap theo ngach trat xung ddng voi chuc vi
cua ho trong quan doi, nhung Téng Nha Cong vu
khong chap thuan.
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Mot khi, mot cuu chién binh dem hoé so dén
xin viéc lam, chung nhu la cap “uy” hay “ta” chi
do. Sau khi giai thich 6ng 4y nghe ma 6ng khong
hai long, nhan vién phu trach viéc thau ho so buc
minh noi moét cau: “Néu khong co cap bang thi
khi ra dan sy, 6ng cuu dai td voi anh linh ‘do dem
cui bap’ (2e classe, binh nhi) cung dong mot tinh
trang nhu nhau”.

buong su néi gian lén méc voi Dai td Hai, cau
nhan vién hon xugc bi ray nhu gio tap mua sa, vi
noi nang thiéu lé do.

... Cong su vién vdi toi co Dai uy Tran Ba Hang,
giai ngt dugc sdp vao ngach Tham su. Ong Hang co
kha nang, dau chung chi mot Luat khoa Cu nhan,
thao viét van hanh chanh, tanh tinh diém dam,
mac dau con tré tudi.

T6i co6 ba nguoi phu td nita la Trung uy Vi Nhu
Mon, thiéu uy Nguyeén Kién vé6i 6ng phan Vuong
Trong Ty.

Ké do6 1a muoi may nguoi tho ky. V6i tam hoat
dong khong rong rai bao nhiéu, téi nhan thay so6
nhan vién nhu vay la qud nhiéu!

“Lién doan coéng chuc

cach mang quéc gia”
Thuo ay, tat ca cong chuc déu phai lap thanh
“Lién doan cong chuc cach mang quoc gia”, khong
phai dé doi hoi gi voi Chanh phu, ma chinh dé cach
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mang ban than, sua déi 1€ 16i lam viéc, trung thanh
v6i Chanh phu va siéng can chiic vu. M6i Nha S& co
mot chi doan, tung quyén Lién doan Trung uong,
vabau mot chu tich chi doan.

Van phong Nha Cuu chién binh véi S6 Hanh
chanh ké toan lap moét chi doan; ho cu 6ng Chuyén
lam chu tich. S6 Huu béng, 6ng Duong Xuan Lang
dac cu chu tich. Hai sé phé binh va Danh viéc
lam lap chung mot chi doan, va chung toi ctit 6ng
Nguyén Xuan Qué lam chu tich.

Nha Cuu chién binh cé lap & Vang tau mot toa
nha do s¢ lay tén la “An dudng duong” dé thuong
phé binh nghi mat, va noi dy cting day nghé cho cuu
quan nhan.

Lai c6 mot So goi la “Trung tam chinh hinh”
do Bdc si Thiéu ta Lé Van Thong lam Chanh su vu,
muc dich la tao chon tay gia, giup phé binh tim lai
phan nao su s6ng binh thuong.

Trong thoi gian to6i giup viéc Nha Cuu chién
binh, to6i co tiép xuc véi Nha chién tranh tam ly,
nho Nha nay mua gitup mot s6 sach “Ba Nha chi si
ho Phan”, ph6 bién cho anh em binh sixem giai tri.

Ong Giam d6c chdp thuan mua vai ngan cuén.

Thé thuong, sach ban cho cdc cong s6 déu tang
gid gap doi, song trdi lai toi giam 20 %.

Sau day, chdu toi, mét si quan Nha quan cu
noi rang di dau cung thay quyén “Ba nha chi si ho
Phan” cuia soan gia DVH.

363k
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BO Y té (1957-59)
Nha hanh chanh, nhan vién va tai chanh

Nam 1957, vao 16i thang tu, 6ng Tran Ngoc
Thach, Giam d6c Nha hanh chanh, nhan vién va tai
chanh BO Y té, da dén luc vé huu, gidi thiéu toi voi
bdc si Cao Xuan Cdm, béng ly van phong, cho toi
dén thé ong.

Nhu nhu ban dau 6ng Bo trudng Tran V§ khong
muon co Gidm doécvadinh lam viéc ngay véiba 6ng
chanh su vu hanh chanh, nhan vién va tai chanh.
Sau mot thoi gian thi nghiém, chiing nhu ong thay
can dung mot Giam doéc nén mot budi chiéu, ong
Tran van bat, Gido doc Nha quan tri nhan vién,
Toéng Nha Cong vu, goi dién thoai bao to6i “chuédn
bilén duong”, va cho Dai td Hai hay.

Ong nay lai ngan trd, rdng néu toi di lam Tinh
trudéng thi ong cho di, nhuoc bang thuyén chuyén
dén mot Nha S6khac 6 Sai Gon thi 6ngkhong thuan.

Toi phai di téi di lui, ngoai giao v6i ong nhiéu
lan, sau roi 6ng ciing chap thuan.

Toi giao viéc cho Co mi Tran B4 Hang. Dai ta
Hai thiét mot tiéc dai toi tai nha hang O’Dakar
(Dakao), nhiéu nhan vién dén du.

Tiéc man, cung nhau ra vé, 6ng khong noi mot
16 tir gid.

%%k

To6i dén nhan viéc 6 BO'Y té dau thang chin nam

1957.
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bau tién, toi yét kién 6ng Bo trudng Tran Vy,
nguoi con tré, do 36, 37 tudi, diém dam, gido su
day truong Dai hoc Y khoa. Ong c6 bing Thac siy
khoa va do ca Tién si khoa hoc. Vo 6ng ciing 1a Bac
siykhoa.

Bac si Cao Xuan Cdm, Dong ly vin phong,
nam muoi tudi, mat may thong minh, cé nhiéu
sang kién.

Bac siLé Van Khaila Téng Giam doc Y té vabinh
vién, nguoi map map, hién tu.

Lai cé nhiéu bac si dam nhiém nhung S6 chuyén
mon va Bac si Vo Duy Thach lam Thanh tray té.

Cong su voi toi ¢6 ba 6ng Chanh su vu, ngach
Déc su hanh chanh: 6ng Nguyén Tat bac, phu
trach Phép ché, ong Nguyén Van Trudc, chanh su
vu Nhan vién va ong Ngo Xuan Tich hay vé viéc Tai
chanh.

Toi dén duoc vai thang thi 6ng Trude vé huu,
ong Ngo xuan Tich qua Nhan vién va 6ng Buu
Huong, Tham su, dén S& Tai chanh.

Thay Toa nha cua Bo u t6i, vi nhiéu phong nho
hep, lai ho so cu chat day ca mot gian phong, 6ng
Dongly véi toi bat tay vao viéc stra sang cho sach sé
vén vang (gon gang, vén khéo).

HO so tang trt lau nam dugc dua ra may gian
phong sau Bo; chung toi sua do6i cac phonglam viéc
rong rai, thoang khi, quét nudc voi, lap thém mot
S6 Thanh tra Bao ché.
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Viéng binh vién cac tinh

Ong Ng6 Xuan Tich dé nghi cung toi viéng cac
binh vién Trung phan, trudc lién lac voi Béc si
Giam doc, hau biét nhu cau cua ho ma thoa man,
sau muc kich giang san cam tu nudc non nha.

T6ibao chon mot thoky cé kha nang theo chung
toi, ghi chép nhung diéu tai nghe mat thay, dang
khi vé bao cdo 6ng Bo truong lam tuong. Nguyén
buc Phung, moét nhan vién tré tudi Sé Tai chanh
duoc chi dinh.

Ban so, chung toi viéng Phan Thiét, Phan Rang
va Nha Trang vao thang 11, nam 1957.

Khéi hanh ¢ Sai Gon hoi ndm gio rudi sang,
chung to6i, 6ng Ngo Xuan Tich, Nguyén buc Phung,
Lé Van Tho véi toi (Tho nghi phép hang nién, theo
viéng Nha Trang cho biét), dén Phan Thiét hoi
chin gio, trai qua 198 cay s6 ngan.

Vao phan nhut chau thanh 1a phan ky nghé nuc
mui nuéc mam, chung toi ghé quan uéng ly ca phé
roi qua binh vién.

Bdc si Gidm doc mung ro tiép don, bao quan ly
trinh s6 sach chung t6i xem, nhung chung toi nao
co phai thanh tra dau ma xét.

Viéng binh vién xong, Bac si yéu cau chung toi
trinh 6ng Bo trudng rang 6ng xin Bo chuan cap cho
ngan khoan mot triéu dong dang cat nha ho sinh
trong binh vién.

Doan chung t6i tham 6ng Tinh trudng. Ong to
bay viéc phat triény té trong tinh minh.
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Chiéu, chung toi trd lai bénh vién, Bac si Giam
doc hudéng dan chung to6i di Mui Né, noi lam nudc
mam ngon. Toéi ngo6i chung voi Bac si mot chiéce
Station Wagon do Bdc si 1di, 6ng Tich, Phung véi
vai nhan vién y té ngdi chiéc xe cua Bo.

Tu quan 16 dén Mui Né dudi mé bién phai di
trén con duong mon 16i 11 cay s6 day nhting cat,
quan doi 16t vi sat, xe chay lén trén. Hai bén duong
nha cua san sat. Bai bién rat lai, nuc mui phan ca va
nudc mam.

Tai sao goi la Mai Né?

Ngay xua, ké ti Binh Dinh sap vo Phan Thiét la
dat dai dan toc Chiém thanh. Dudi suc Nam tién
manh liét ctia dan toc Viét Nam, dan Cham rit vao
rung sau lan lan chiu diét vong. Mot so it vé Nha
Trang, Phan Rang xay dung “Xém Hoi” séng dudi
su che chd ctia Nam triéu.

Trongkhidyco mot “NaNe¢” Chiém thanh (theo
tiéng Cham, Na Né co nghia 1a Cong chua) khong
chiu roi qué cha dat t6, cung mot nhém dong bao
trung tin dén mot mui dat nho ra bién xay dung
mot toa nha dé song 4n dat, cé y muon nhac diéu
tram hung gio gao song vo dé an ui ki€p song thira
ctia mot Na Né mat nudc.

bén khi nguoi Viét Nam dén Phan Thiét song
vé nghé ha bac, ho dugc nguoi c6 cuu thuat lai
cho nghe.
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Thé 1a ti do, modi khi noi dén Mui dat vo danh
ay, nguoi ta thuong truyén khédu véi nhau: “Ta mii
dat NaNé”.

Lan lan, ho rut ngan la Mai Na Né. Gian tién
hon nita, ho goi la “Mui Né” cho dén ngay nay.

%33

Trén duong vé, xe toi voi Bac si dang chay ngon
tron véi toc do kha mau, bong chiéc cam nhong
chay dang trudc chung toi thinh linh thang gap.

Tai nan thdy truéc mat, Bac si bé 1di qua tay
httu, nhay xuéng ruong (may dam rudng kho)
chay mot do6i va ba muoi thudc, tim cho bo thap
leo lén duong.

Ong ngé toi cuoi hoi: “Héi nay, Cu co hét hon
khong?”

Toi dép:

- Khong bao nhiéu, toi tin chu than gia ho va tai
1ai xe cia Bac si

bém 4y, chung to6i nghi noi nha khach trén bo
bién gan toa thuong chanh bé hoang. Gié théi vi
Vi, am am tiéng song, anh trang chiéu trén nudc
bac, canh dep va hung vi biét bao!

Sang ra, chung toi cung Bac si Gidm doc di Su6i
nudc nong Vinh Hdo, trén duong di Phan Rang.
Doc duong, 6ng mua may trai dura tuoi giai khat, co
1é vi dua trong gan bién nén nudc dura ngot man.

Nghe noi Suoi Vinh Hao do Dugc su Tran Van
Lam khai thac. Chung toi tam mot khac dongho va
moi nguoi mua mot chuc chai nudc suoi.
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Bac sitrdvé Phan Thiét, chung téi tiép tuc hanh

trinh.
ek

T6i Phan Rang, cting thdm binh vién, cing
tiép xuc ong Tinh truéng. Chiéu hom ay, chung
toi viéng Tham Cham, chung kién mot cudc cung
1é cua dong bao Cham tai Thép; ho cung x0i, ga,
rugu trang, bap rang, nhang den. Ong thay Cham
madc 4o trang, bit khan dé, don giong tram tram
buodn buc, bang mot cay don giong tac cay don co
trong Nam.

Bay gio toi, chung toi dén quan, cach tinh ly
Phan Rang ba cay so ngan, du lé tién dua tan binh.

Phan van ngh¢, sau bay thiéu nia Cham lén
san khau mua quat va hat bai “Suy ton Ngo Tong
thong”, cdc co6 hat tiéng Viét, giong lo 16: “Ngo
tong thong, Ngo tong thong mudn nam!”

Mac dau mat may den dua, vai c6 cung dé coi,
hem (hiém) vi ban chon qua 1on.

6363k

Hom sau dén Nha Trang.

Vi thoi cudc chién tranh nén binh vién Nha
Trang luc 4y phai dé cho quan do¢i tam dung, con
binh vién dan su chi ¢6 vai day pho, binh nhan nam
laliét ngoai hang ba.

Nam gio rudi chieéu, chung toi gap ong Tinh
truong Nguyén Huu Kiét, nguyén tinh trudng
binh Tuong.

Nhan noi vé binh vién, 6ng cho biét 6ng dang
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tim mot co s6 kha 16n dé lam binh vién tam thoi,
trong lic cho doi B Quoc phong giao hoan binh
vién cho Y té, va ong cung co tiép xuc voi Bo Quoc
phong rai.

Com chiéuxong, do 6ng Tinh truéng khoan dai,
ong bon than chiéu chung to6i xem cuén phim 6ng
di kinh ly vai vung trong tinh Nha Trang.

Ong Ng6 Xuan Tich v6i Phung vé nghi noi nha than
nhan 6ng con toi voi Tho ngt ¢ dinh Tinh truong.

Trong mot phong dai, ké mot hang giuong nho,
da mung mén. Nua dém, toi giut minh vi nghe:
“cop... cop...” Toi ngoi day, ngo qua bén kia, trén
mot cai ban dé dau con cop.

Tu hoi: “Ong nay 6ng tac quai day chang?” Ngdi
mot hoi khong nghe thdy gi ca, vira ndm xudng:
“cop, cop, cop...

To6i khoat mung, budc xudng, ra ngoai kéo ghé
ngoi, ngd tu phia: a, thi ra cai cira s6 thong ra vuon,
khong déng nén gié thoi tung hoi kéu cop, cop.
Oan cho 6ng ho!

Chung t6i danh tron ngay hom sau viéng Hai
hoc vién, hai toa biét thu cua buc Tu cung voi cuu
Hoang Bao dai cat trén doi, vieng Thdp Ba Thién Y
A Na, Hon Chong va lang cui trén bo bién do may
ba xo san soc bénh nhan.

Chiéu, ra ngoi choi may cdi quan cat dai theo
bai bién, May 6ng ban kia 4n nem, kh6 muc nudng,
uong la ve, con toi uoéng chai nuéc cam ma thoi.
Séng danh am am du doi.
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To6i ay, dén tu gia Tinh truéng dang sang hom
sau Sai thanh phan bo. Nhan hoi thang nao bién
Nha Trang tam duoc, ong ddp vao thang tu hay
thdng nam, ché mua nay song to gié 1on.

Ong thuat riang, dudi thoi Phap thuoc, dinh Tinh
trudng cat gan bo bién hon. Mot hom, vao 16i thang
chap duong lich, mét cay nudc (raz de marée) cat
lén cao 50 thudc ngay dinh ro6i dap xuong, rit ra
ngoai khoi; ban ghé nhe, chén dia, chai hu trong
dinh bi 16i cuén ra bién hét. Néu cay nudc dap thém
vai cai nura, chac toa nha ctung sap luon!

ek

Thang sau, trung tuan thang chap duonglich, toi
voiong Tich, chu Phung ddp phi co di Ban me thuot.

Bac si Giam doc huong dan chung toi xem khap
binh vién, moét binh vién rong 16n, nhan vién dong,
va bay to nhu cau, nguyén vong.

Chung to6i duoc nghi trong Toa Thanh tray té,
mot toa lau rong rai mat mé, va dung bua ¢ Cau lac
b6 Siquan. Y td truéng dén an com véi chung toi va
chuyén vang.

Vi toi chay lat da tirlau nén ho don riéng cho toi
mot mén chay, ndu 4n cting kha.

Chung to6i dén tham Tinh truéng; ong Pho
nguoi Thuong hiahen chiéu ngay sau sé huéng dan
ching t6i dén nha mot xa trudéng nguoi Thuong
uéng ruou can.

Sang hom sau, vai nhan vién Y té di véi chung
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toi viéng biét thu Bao Dai & Lak, mét cdi ho rong
trong nui cach tinh thanh bén muoi cay s6 ngan.

buong di ngoac ngoéo, da to nho ra ngoai
duong, chiéc xe quanh qualon lai, tai x¢é tro tai hay
dua phai doan dén Lak hoi chin gio. Suong mu da
tan, duing trén nha san quan truong trong xuong
ho, mat ho sang nhu guong, mé ho noi xa mo mo
trong khong ro.

Gitra ho ndi lén mot hon dao con, trén day cat
mot gian nha nhé. Nhiing ngay troi ndng biic, quan
truong dem gia dinh ra nha mdt an uéng nghi ngoi.

Nguoi ta don rang doi khi ngu phu chai luéi
trong ho bi sau ruot, ho boi riét vao bo. Nghe noi
cung hoi la, vi h6 gita nui, sdu dau ma dén 6?2

Chiéu 4y, vao khoang bon gio, chung toi di xem
hai ngon suéi cach tinh ly may cay s6 ngan. Gio
thoi, chim kéu, tiéng sudi roc rach, tao thanh mot
khuc nhac man rg ma than tién.

DPoan chung toi dén Toa Tinh truéng rudc 6ng
Pho cung nhau dén mot lang Thuong cach chau
thanh vai muoi cay so.

Gan dén nha ong xa, chung toi thay vai ba con
trau cot dudi goc cam, san quét tudc sach sé.

Nha 6ng xa la mot nha san to, dai co trén ba
muoi thudc, rong muoi thudc, han 6ng 1a nguoi
khd gia trong lang.

Chac ong Pho co cho hay trudc nén chu nhan
ti€p rudc chung toilong trong, chiéng trong noilén.

Chung toi cdi giay, do cau thang lén nha. Noi
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phong khach da trai chiéu bong, bo go6i dua. Voi
ong Phu, ong xa, vai chuc sac trong lang, than nhan
ong xa, chung toi ngoi trén san nha, uéng tra, hut
thudc, noi chuyén va nghe nhac.

Mot lat, ba nguoi phu nt, mot ngudsi son son, hai
tré, dén cui dau chao roi khong néi gi, ho deo mot
chiéc vong bang dong vao cuom tay trai chung toi.
b6 1a “vong hanh phudc”, chu nhan trong khich
moi dang deo vong nay.

Ong xa moi chung toi ra san nha 16 thién, trén
dy dé san nam sau hu ruou, trong moéi hu cam mot
cay can. Chu nhan trao cho moi nguoi mot cay, moi
dung ruou. Téi méi thu huong lan tha nhut thu
uéng ruou can, ruou cua dong bao Thuong, ngot
nhu Dubonnet, nhung uéng nhiéu cing ddm say
lam vay.

Ong Ngo6 Xuan Tich véi chu Phung uéng chdm
rai, con to6i nham so qua ma thoi, chi cé ong Pho
Thuong uong thich thu.

Toi chang dam buong cay can, vi, theo phong
tuc nguoi Thuong, lam nhu thé la vo 1€, mich long
chu gia. Toi nhdy 6ng Pho, 6ng trao cay can ciia ong
cho moét nguoi khach Thuong, roi ong lai tiép lay
cay can toi.

Thé 1a toi ranh no.

O choi t6i hon sau gio méi vé ty y té, hom sau
lén phi cové Sai Gon, Bac si Truong ty tang toi mot
cdi nha san ti hon bang tre ciia dong bao Thuong,
biéu 6ng Tich mot cdi gui bang may.
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bau nam 1958, Chi doan cong chiic cach mang
B0 Y té nhon nhip bau 6ng Chu tich voi ban chap
hanh mdi.

May nam trudc, ong Tong Giam doc 'Y té vabinh
vién la Bdc si Lé Van Khai lam chu tich. Ndm nay,
doan vién muodn cu toi, toi tu choi. Dau vay, ho noi
rang néu da s6 doan vién tin nhiém thi nguoi dac
cikhong co quyén tur.

Két qua bau cu, toi duoc 104 1a tham trén s6 hon
120 doanvién.

Va, trudckhi toi voi ong Tich, 6ng Tho khdi hanh
di Hué vao dau thang hai, dé thanh toan Toa Thanh
traY té Trung phan bai b, sau do viéng Quang Tri,
Thua Thién va ba Nang, toi yéu cau ban chap hanh
lo t6 chuc 1é lién hoan nhan dip Tét.

Chung toi toi phi truong Phu Bai mot budi mai
am u, mua sa phdy phay, duoc Bac si Duong Ngoc
Liéu Truong ty Y té Thua Thién don rudc, dem vé
6 noi Toa Thanh tra, duong Lé Loi, trong ra cau
Truong Tién va song Huong.

Tiép xuc voi Giam doc binh vién Hué, Bac siLé
Khdc Quyén. Ong bao chung toi som mai hom sau
cu tu tién, va ong ban ti€p vai Gido su Phap dén
chita binh cho ba Cu than sinh ra Téng Thong Ngo
Dinh Diém.

Ranh rang thi ngoan canh, chung téi viéng
Thanh Noi, chua Thién Mu. bung trén trong
xuoéng, con song Huong nudc chaylo do.



386 ¢ DAOVANHOI

Theo 10i nhan vién Y té hudéng dan chung toi,
chiéc dai dong chung Chuia Thién Mu moi nam chi
danh co moét lan dém mong tam thang tu, 1€ Puc
Phat ban sanh.

Nham bua gio xuoi, tan dudi cua bién Thuan
An, tiéng chuong nghe vang vang, chang biét c6
that khong.

Trudc cong Chua, may bui tric sum sué, gio hiu
hiu thoi:

“Gi6 dua canh trucla da.

“Tiéng chuong Thién My, canh ga Tho Xuong.

Chung toi viéng chua Di¢u D¢ la noi ci hanh
nhinglé cau an cau siéu chanh thuc. Chua ¢ chiéc
dong chung to, toi vao dung trong chiéc chuong
long long.

Lai dén chua Tur bam lé Phat, sang m¢ Cu Phan
Boi Chau cau nguyén anh linh Cu gia h¢ cho quéc
thoi dan khuong.

Viéng lang Khai binh la “lang 6ng phu ho”
(Tombeau d’un riche) theo 16i mot nguoi Phap;
lang dep thoi cé dep, song chung to6i cam nghi chua
chat rang trong kién tao ndm mo sang ca cot bao
ton cai than tu dai ra tan, da d6 biét bao nhiéu mo
hoi nudc mat ciia ddm 1é dan 6 cdi xu “cho an da ga
an muo6i” nay.

Chiéu hom ay, chung to6i cung Bac si Quyén giai
quyét van dé thanh toan Nha Thanh tra Y té Trung
Phan phan phoi nhan vién va dung cu. Xong, Bac
si Quyén vdi toi di tham Cu An Pinh Tran Kinh 6
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s0 2 Dai 16 Lé Loi, la Cu than sinh 6ng Bo truéng
Tran Vy.

Ngo6i nha mot vi huu quan phong luu nhan ha,
hoa trdi ruom ra.

T6i lai, Ty Y té thiét tiéc dai chung toi. Moty ta
noi rang luc bay gio, noi dat Than kinh, truyén khdu
doi cau doi ta tinh trang sa sut ciia c6 d6 nhu vay:

“Nui Ngu hét cay cu ngu ddt,

“Song Huong vang khdch di kéu troi.”

Ngay ké, chung toi dugc Bac si Gidm doc huéng
dan xem khap binh vién, mot binh vién do6 so rong
lon hon Binh vién Cho Ray; lai cung tham truong
Cansudiéuduong, cich ddykhongxa. Chiéu, viéng
lang Tu buc, “Lang mot van nhan” (Tombeau d’un
Lettré), cung nhau chup vai tdm anh noi nha thuy
ta. bi mot vong xe viéng tham thanh pho, vuon
Cuu Long, bén Thuong Bac, Phu Van Lau va xém
Gia Hoi.

Ngay thu ba, chung toi di Quang tri, viéng binh
vién va toa hanh chdnh, tién duong di luon Bén
Hai, trong chiéc cau sat hep dai, bac ngang song
ma chia doi dat nudc, chot nhd may cau tho mot
thi sinao da dé trén buc anh chiéc cau:

“Nudc budn lang lé lung 10 troi,

“Cau dung cho vo nghen su doi;

“Ngam canh dau long song Bén Hai,

“Vidau non nudc phai chia doi!”

Nguoi ta noi rang song Bén Hai chia doi dong
nudc, dong phia Nam thi trong, dong bén Bac lai duc.
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Moi ngay, dung muoi hai gio trua, mét canh
binh Viét Nam Cong Hoa dem chiéc gio dung tho
nhtng nguoi 6 Nam Phan géi cho than nhan ngoai
Bac, trao cho anh linh Bac Viét dung gac gitia cau,
doi lay gié tho nhung nguoi 6 Bac géi vao cho than
thich trong Nam.

Ngay ké, tuc la ngay thu tu, chung toi vao ba
Nang, viéng binh vién, gap Bac si Ung Hoat la than
phu 6ng Buu Huong, chanh su vu Tai chanh.

Mot nhan vién Y té hudng dan toi di xem lang
chai ludi Son Tra voi Ngia Hanh Son. Thoi gian
ngan ngui, toi chi viéng cé6 maot hon, trong co
Huyén Khong dong va tuong Qudn thé am Bo tat.

Vé dep thién nhién Nudc non nha, vira hung vi,
vira sac sdo nhu gdm nhu hoa, dung but muc khon
ta xi€t, nhung danh ti nhu “non séng gadm voc” chi
noilén mot cach tuong trung.

Muon viéng xem thoa man khap Ngu Hanh Son,
phai ca thang mdi la giap dang.

6363k

Vé dén Sai Gon, toi duoc ong tho ky chi doan
trinh cho xem mot bai bdo cong kich chi doan y té
t6 chuc budi 1é Tét “dé lién hoan 6ng Bo trudng”.

Lavi, trong thong tu goi cho doan vién chi doan
Y té, va cac chi doan binh vién Sai Gon, 6ng tho ky
chung to6i soy dung may chit 4y, ho lién chup lay ma
lam cho 16n chuyén.

Bai bdo ndi bong noi gio thé nao ma nhan vién
trong Bo hiéu la Bi tho ong B¢ truéng vsi Cong



GIOBUIQUAN TRUONG e 389

can uy vién bat hoa cung nhau. Téi dem chuyén ay
trinh 6ng Bo trudng, 6ng bao nhing su cong kich
vu vo la thuong, khong hoi dau ma quan trong hoa.

Thé 1a chung to6i t6 chuc budi 1¢é lién hoan, véi
dién van cua toi va dap tur cua 6ng Bo truong, ban
van nghé binh vién Cho Ray giup vui.

Ngay mong mot Tét nam 1958, 6ng Bo truong,
ong bong ly van phong, Bac si Tong Giam doc, voi
t0i, di hai xe 1én Dinh Boc lap hiép véi cac Bo chuc
Tét Tong thong Ngo Dinh Diém.

Nam 4y, Phu Tong thong dot mot day phdo dai
sau thudc treo trén cot co trudc san.

Lé xong ra vé, ong T.D.R., Tong Giam doc hanh
chdnh, ngan sach va ké toan B Quéc phong trot té
gio bon v 1én troi, cai khan dong vang xa lac.

Anh em d6 6ng day, 6ng cuoi.

Tét vo lam viéc lai, toi hay tin ong T.D.R. da
mang chung. Khong biét vi 6ng da tho binh trudc
roi, hay vi cdi té &y ma ong chét. Mang s6 nan dao,
song ngay nay bi€t c6 ngay mai, thé ma con nguoi
vi danh vi loi ma sat hai lan nhau, ba nghiép: than,
khau, y déu dc doc!

%3k

Chung toi tiép tuc viéng cac binh vién Viét Nam
Cong Hoa.

Chung t6i dap phi colén Pleiku, mot cao nguyén
cao do6 sau tram thudc. Theo 16i nhan vién hanh
chanh, vao thang Tét, ¢ day tiét troi lanh qud dén
doi cong tay khong viét duoc.
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Binh vién duoc tam nam trong mdy gian nha
nho hep, nhan vién thiéu thon, Bac silai c6 binh...!

BO Y té dutru cat cho Pleiku mot binh vién rong
rai, khang trang.

Tu Pleiku qua Kontum, quan 16 dai chi c6 40 cay
s6 song duong gap ghénh qua xau kho di.

Ong Tinh truéng cho chung toi muon mot chiéce
Jeep mdi, chinh chiéc xe 4y gay tai nan gié€t chét
ong c6 Tinh trudng trudc day vai thang.

Chung t6i di ngang So tra P.I.T. (Plantation
indochinoise de thé). O day, nhan cong thuc hanh
moi cong tac, lua 14 tra, phoi dot dot, roi say... vo
bao, goi xuéng Cho Lon, noi nay ho udp cho thom
roi goi ra tung goi.

Sé tra nay trudc cua nguoi Phap, sau ban lai cho
nguoi Trung hoa, chu nhan mdy vuon tra chung
quanh hdi tra ban cho Sé PIT. Chung to6i ghé Sé
nghi ngoi uéng nudc, coi cach sdy tra. Ong chu Hoa
kiéu biéu chung to6i moi nguoi mot goi.

6363k

Noi day, chung toi xin thuat moét cau chuyén...

Ho6i toi ddm nhiém Sé Danh viéc lam, phu td toi
la Co mi Tran B4 Hang, nguyén Dai uy giai ngu.

Hang thuat rang, lic trudc anh thuong diéu
khién nhung doan tiép té luong thuc gitta hai thanh
pho Kontum va Pleiku.

Mot chiéu, sau ddm mua, Hang di chiéc xe GMC
gap mot “ong h6” ngdi chém ché gita duong, nhin
troi, nhin cay. Trong xe khong c6 sung, Hang cho
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tai xé nhan coi vang 1én, cop nhdy vao rung. Bua
khac, binh si co dem theo sung, s6 con cop da duit,
nén an quen ra duong ngdi bi ho ban chét, cho
thay vé Kontum, ban cho ti¢m thudc bac Hoa kiéu
12.000$. Chu 16c thit biéu cho linh xoi, con xuong
thi ndu thanh cao ho cot.

Lai moét lan, Hang chi huy doan xe ho tong Bao
baingoichiéc Jeep, di tit Pleiku qua Kontum. Doan
It hanh cung gap cop ngoéi trén duong. Xe Bao bai
dan dau ngung lai. Cuu Hoang xu6ng xe, khoat bao
moi nguoi dung kinh dong. Ong rut cay Colt deo
bén minh, dung cach cop chiing ndm sdu thudc.

Ong cAm sung gia né mot cdi, cop chom 1én toan
nhay lai chup. Le lang, véi mot phat sung viing chac,
ong ban tring tam tinh con cop nhao lan giay chét.

Binh si lac dau, chung nhu ho phuc cai can dam,
su binh tinh va tai thién xa ctia Bao Dai.

3633t

bén Kontum. Noi day bui qud, ma bui trang,
con dudi Pleiku la bui do. Toi ti€p xuc 6ng b6 Cao
Tri, lic dy dalabaitd mac daucontré tudi. baitala
con anh b6 Cao Lua, ban than toi 6 Bién hoa.

Binh vién Kontum méi cat, Bac si Giam doc la
Huynh Tén Toai, m¢t thanh nién 6 Toulouse bén
Phdp moi vé, dugc tuyén dung, va tam thoi bo
nhi¢ém ¢ Kontum, moét tinh bién thuy.

Bac si Toai vui vé, tan tam, kién nhan véi binh
nhan dong bao Thuong, co khi ho phéng ué ngay
trén hang ba.
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Duongnhumoétnhanviényté “hu”anhtarang,
Kontum, néu minh mich long ai d6, ho co thé “thu”
minh, gid nhu thu tdm da trau vo bung, cai bung lén
dan, 16n dan, cho dén nut da bung roéi chét, y khoa
Tay phuong khong thé chuyén tri duoc.

Bac si Toai nghe vay ngan tham, xin t6i néi gitm
ong Bo truong cho va vé Sai Gon hodac di tinh khac.

Thay Kontum gan rung, t6i héi choi Bac si cop
cové day khong. Anh noicach day mayhom, cop co
dén bat heo ctia may ba xo nuoi.

363k

Thang tu nam 1958, t6i tinh viéng nhiéu tinh
mién Trung, ti Phu Yén 1én Binh Pinh, ké Quang
Ngai va Quang Nam, su6t mét tuan 6ng Ngo Xuan
Tich di chiéc Peugeot ra Nha Trang tham than
nhan trudc, t6i voi Phung ddp phi co theo sau.

Ong Tich cho chung toi 6 phi truong rdi cung
nhau lén xe di Phu Yén. Trude ghé binh vién, chiéu
hoi kién ong Tinh truéng Hong Du Chau; 6ng nay
giong Tong thong Ngo6 binh Diém nhu hét, cing
map, ciing lun, co diéu tré hon.

Ong noi raing mdi 1an 6ng xuéng Sai Gon, mot
minh ltng thitng di trén duong Tu Do, nhiéu nguoi
trong nha ra xem, tuong la 6ng Ngo Pinh Diém vi
hanh.

Tu Phu Yén, chung téi dén Binh binh. bay la
mot thanh pho vira dugc tiép thau, nén dinh thu
hanh chanh mdi kién thiét lai.

O day, cat va gio; gio hot cat vo nha.
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Bac si Gidm doc binh vién muoén dé nghi cat tan
binh vi¢n gan bién, song chung téi s¢ e gan bién gio
qua, binh nhan chju khong néi chang.

Chiéu hom 4y, chung toi ti€ép xuc ong Tinh
truéng Nguyén Van bang, mot cong chuc dang
mén dang phuc.

Lai Trung tuong Tran Van Don, Tu linh vung
mot chién thuat tit Hué di kinh Iy dén do.

Toi tro chuyén than mat véi Trung tudng vi toi
la bang httu va la cuu cong su vién ctua Bac si Tran
Van Don, luc ong la Do trudng, va Bac si Tran Van
bon la than phu Trung tuéng Tran Van Bon.

bém 4y, chung to6i nghi tai Toa Tinh trudng, cac
ctra déu mo toang, xe tang thiét gidp bo tri quanh
nha, binh linh canh gac suot dém.

Sang ra, Tinh truéng di Bong Son som, chung
toi dung diém tam voi Trung tudng xong thi hai
dang chia tay, chung toi lén bac, Trung tudng
xudéng nam.

Vi thoi gian ngan ngui, chung toi rat tiéc khong
thé viéng c6 tich Binh binh, nhut la noi Vo Tanh
thu thanh chéng cu binh Tay Son su6t ba nam, tit
1799 dén 1801, va tu tiét tai lau Bat Giac. Theo su,
noi day, mo Ngai duoc xay hinh tron nhu cdi thung,
6 gan Thap Canh Tién (Tour de Cuivre) nén vung
ay c6 cau hat:

“Ngé lén hon Thdp Cdnh Tién,

“Cdm thuong quan Hdu thu thiéng ba ndm
(thanh).”
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(Vo Tanh dugc phong “Kham sai Chuéng Hau
quan dinh Binh tay tham thang tuéng quan).

bén Bong Son, chung toi ghé binh x4 mot giay,
roi di Quang Ngai. Trén 10 trinh, nhiéu noi, bén ta
lanui, bén htula bién, con catla da, con dang quoc
16 chay chinh gitta trén mot khoang dat hep.

Xe chung toi qua, cuén theo mét dam bui hong,
khién cho toi lién tuong dén cau thi ta canh trong
truyén Kiéu, hap v6i canh nay lam vay:

“Bon bé bat ngat xa trong

“Catvang con no, bui hong dam kia.”

Tai binh vién Quang Ngai, Bac si trao cho toi
mot buc cong dién do Bo danh ra, phai toi dai dién
cho B9, ngay 16 thang tu, nam 1958, cat bang khanh
thanh Binh x4 bién Ban ¢ Quang Nam mdi cét, vi
tinh nay c6é danh dién vo Bo phdi nguoi ra khanh
thanh. Ong Bo truong khong thay cé cdch nao tién
hon 1a gdi cong dién chan dau toi 6 Quang Ngai,
nhan dip toi cong can tu Phu Yén lén.

Ngay 16 thang tula ngay long trong 6 quan bi¢n
Ban, tinh Quang Nam, ngay khanh thanh san van
dong, binh x4 va truong ban cong.

Tu chin gio sang, ca mdy muoi ngan thanh nién
nam nt mang biéu ngit, quoc ky, sap hang dai, dén
chiém vi tri trong san van dong. Va ho dung cho
toi hai gio rudi chiéu (1), quan khach dén, cuoc 1é
cthanh.

Ong Déng ly vin phong, dai dién ong Dai biéu
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Trung phan, 6ng Tinh truéng Quang Nam cung
nhiéu van quan vo tudng cao cap dén du.

San van dong khanh thanh xong, t6i phién binh
x4 bién Ban, t6i nhan danh BO Y té cat bang.

Ro6i quan khach cung nhau viéng truong ban
cong va du tiéc luon tai day. Toi di ngay ba Nang,
tam ngu noi nha Bac si Ung Hoat va hom sau vé Sai
Gon.

Vai ngay sau, Bac si Giam do6c binh vién Quang
Nam goi vo toi may tam anh chup budi 1é khanh
thanh va luc tdi cat bang giang trudc binh x4 Dién
Ban.

Toitrao cho 6ng Bo trudng véi ong bongly xem,
hai 6ng gitr tam anh binh x4 lam ky niém.

R

Thé la toi da viéng khap cac binh vién céc tinh
mién Trung, d6i vdi téi phong canh bién non déu
ngoan muc, dac bi¢t la Ngi Hanh Son. Nhut la
thanh pho Hué tho mong, c6 kinh, hap voi tanh
tinh nhing nguoi ua thanh tinh, chdn canh ron rip
phon hoa. May tinh mién Nam phan nhiéu toi da
dugc biét va ¢ gan Sai Gon, trong mot ngay mot
budi, co6 thé viéng hai ba binh vién duoc.

Thang bay, chung to6i dung xe viéng tinh Tuyén
buc.

bén deo Blao vao luc chin gio, mua sa phdy phay,
tuc canh lam bai tho nhu sau:

Xe dén deo Blao liic chin gio,

Tho troi khéo tac canh nén tho
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Thanh tao don sudi chao du khdch.

Lo x0 ngan cay goi moc mua.

Bong thodng suon non con 1y vang,

Em dém dudi hé cum suong mo.

Duong tran ai dé ham dung rudi,

Nay budc gian nguy ché hang ho!

Trudc viéng binh vién Blao, lic d6 noi day con
la quan.

Muoi mot gio, dén binh vién Di Linh, ro6i chiéu
tham Tinh truéng Lam Pong. Thud trudc, thoi
Phap thuodc, day la quan Djiring. Chanh phu bé
nhut Cong hoa lap lam tinh va Djiring duoc Viét
hoéalaDiLinh.

May nam sau nay, tinh ly dugc doi vé Blao, doi
ténla Bao Loc.

bém 4y, ching toi an nghi tai binh vién.

Sang hom sau, lén duong di ba Lat. Bac si
Nguyén Phan, Giam déc binh vién, huong dan
chung toi xem khap noi, mot binh vién rong 1on,
toi tan, mot con duong ngan cach lam doi.

Xong, chung toi dén tham 6ng Thi truéng Tran
Van Phudc, 6ng c6 nhiéu sang kién veé vé sanh thi
thanh. Duong nhu luc dé da co ké hoach cat mot
cho méi sdu muoi triéu dong (?) thay thé cho cu.
Viéc nudc ranh rang, chung toi chay vong bo ho
dudi ddm mua tro, ti€t troi lanh lanh.

Lén biét dién Bao Dai. Trén san thuong trong
may bui hoa hong, bong 16n bang cai to.

Tuy ngan ngui thoi gian, chung toi cung dugc
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xem vai thang canh: ho Than Thg, truong Yersin,
Nha dong Rédemptoristes, bia Phan Mdy Ba Xo
(Domaine de Marie...)

K

Ong Ng6 Xuan Tich dé nghi viéng vai ba tinh
Nam phan, chung to6i di Long Xuyén, Chau bdc,
Rach Gid, Ha Tién cung mot luc.

Khdi hanh 6 Sai Gon rat soém song vi ket do My
Thuan va do Vam Cong nén dén Long Xuyén hon
muoi gio.

Viéng binh vién xong, chung t6i dén toa Tinh
trudng. Ong Tinh di vang, 6ng Pho Lé Minh Danh
niém no tiép rudc chung toi va dai an trua. Vé binh
vién nghi, Bac si Nguyén Van Thinh cho ban nhac
cua ong, toan lay ta, choi may ban.

Chiéu, chung t6i thao luan véi Bac si vai van
dé roi dao xem thanh phé. May nam vé trudc, Pho
Téng thong Nguyén Ngoc Tho ¢6 lam Tinh truéng
Long Xuyén la tinh qué nha, 6ng chinh tu noi day
dep de.

Sanghom sau, chung toilén duong di Chau boc,
luc by gio da doilam quan, khong con la tinh naa.

Chau thanh nam noi gidp nuéc moét con rach véi
song Tién Giang, cay coi ruom ra, phong canh mat
mé. Cach mdy cay so phia ta la day nui That Son lam
ranh gioi Nam Phan Cao Mién, chay dai t6i Ha Tién.

Nhu thuong 1¢, chung t6i viéng binh vién, toa
hanh chanh, réi xem c6 tich. Noi nay, néi danh la
miéu Ba Chua Xu va m¢ Phat Thay.
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Theo con duong lién tinh chay doc song Tién
Giang ma vé Long Xuyén, hang xoai trong hai bén
duong bong yém la rop.

Chung to6i an uong qua loa roi di Rach Gid; ghé
Cai San vao luc hai gio trua, chungkién viéc Bo Cai
cach dién dia thuc hién chuong trinh.

bén Rach Gidlabon gio chiéu.

Sau muoi ba ndm xa cdch, t6i vui mung gap lai
Béc si Nguyén Van Nam ma toi da quen than lic 6
Soc Trang.

Bay gio ongla Giam doc binh vién Rach Gia.

Chiéu 4y, cong vu xong, chung t6i ngoi noi bo
bién, gio thoéi rao rao, mat bién lan tan song don.
Trong vé Tay bac, xa xa hon Phu Tu dung sung,
cha trudc con sau, véi hon Qui khum khum dudi
chon troi.

Binh minh hom sau, chung t6i vdi Bac si Nam
thuong 16 di Ha Tién; doc theo duong trai da dai
sdu muoi cay s6 ngan, mot con kinh chay song
song, chanh quyén dao kinh ay dé dap con duong
noilién hai tinh.

Bén phai, tan chon troi, 10 mo day That Son.
Trén bo kinh rai rac ndm ba gian nha ctia nguoi
chai ludi hoac nhung nguoi don cui lam cay. Vai
dong cui to chat trén san, may con ga ct tiéng gay.

Phong canh Ha Tién that la ky tu, va muoi bai
“Ha Tién thap vinh” cua Mac Thién Tich con
truyén tung dén ngay nay nhu la nhiing 4ng van
chuong bat hu: “Trang gio dong ho - Bién troi Nam
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pho - Hoa co6 Binh san - b4 cay Thach dong - Nudc
may Kim du - Chim co Chau nham - Chuéng soém
chua Tiéu -Trong khuya Giang thu - Bén Lu nhan
ha buong can - Rung Loéc tiéu dao chuoc ruou”.

Muo6n thudng thuc canh dep Ha Tién, phai 6 day
it nhut vai tuan. Chung toi chi c6 xem qua Thach
dong, thay muong tuong mot cai dau voi Hoa cong
tao nén trudc cua.

Trong dong, hang sau thadm tham, ngudi mé tin
cho d¢ 1a con dang xuéng am ty, ké hao ky néi rang
doi khi nguoi ta ddnh ddu mot s6 dita kho roi cho
vao hang ay. Vai ngay sau, ngu phu tim thdy may
trai dua do ngoai vinh Xiém la (Thdi lan). Thi ra
hang thong ra bién ché khong co di dau xuong am
phu am ty chi hét.

bai iy quan truéng noi véi chung toi rang linh
Mién hay gia dang thuong dan, kéo nhau qua Ha
Tién cudp cua, dudi suc vat vé dit Mién. Ong tru
tinh mot btta nao phuc kich danh bon chung mot
tran cho dau, cho chung tén lau dai.

Trua 4y, quan truong dai com; an xong, chung
toi lén xe di Rach Gi4, vé luon Sai Gon.

Sudi nuéc nong Xuyén Moc
Nguoi ta néi nhiéu vé Suéi nuéc nédng 6 Xuyén
Moc. Colan, c6 Tong thong Ngo binh Diém di kinh
ly Ba Ria, dén xem sudi va dung com trua tai day.
Ngay 10-5-58, 6ng Bo truéng Y té cho mot phai
doan gém co6 ky su Y té Truong Nhu Tu, bac si
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Nguyén Binh Nghién véi toi xuong Ba Ria hiép véi
Bdc si truong ty dén sudi Xuyen Moc lay ndm chai
nudc néng dem vé muon Vién Pasteur phan chat.

Trén con duong gap ghénh hoang vang, dai
25 cay sO ngan, tu quan Xuyén Moc dén xa Binh
Chaulanoivitriconsuoi, chiéc xe Station Wagon
chung toi nghiéng qua lac lai, dén sudi h6i muoi
mot gio trua.

Trudc d6 mot gio, Dai ta tinh truong da cdo 16i
cung chung toi vi ban cong vu khong thé theo phai
doan va yéu cau chung to6i xuéng nha hang 6 Long
Hai dung com, do ong dai tho.

Trén bo suoi, con luu lai ban ghé ma Pai ta tinh
trudng sap dat tam thoi dé tiép rudc Tong thong va
quan khach, nhiing ké tuy tung.

Noi 1a suoi, that su 1a mot cai ho rong do sau
thudc, dai tam thudc, vi sat tan bon bén. bay ho
cO cat va thao moc bi thiéu bién thanh than vun,
trong thay ta cé cam tudng la bun, nhung bun nay
khong dinh vao da nhuloai bun thuong dudi ruéng
vasong rach.

Nudc ho néng 70 do, phang phat hoi nudc boc
lén va dudi day ho lau lau bot néi kéu ung uc. Nude
nong co thé luoc hot ga “la cot” (ala coque). Nude
ho nay chay qua mot ho nho, rong vai thudc vuong
vanoéng con 16i 50 do.

Noi day, chung toi dung tay khodt nudc rira mét
roi lay ly muic uong thu thi vi nudce hoi cung hon
nudc Vichy va Vinh Hdo. Sau cung, nudc chay qua
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mot cai dam rong, bon phia cay cd moc day va nude
am vira tam ma thoi.

Tu trong bo ra dén cho tam, nha chuic trach dia
phuong dén cay bac moét cay cau dai, dau cau né
rong bon nam thudc vuéng, mét tdm van tu dau
cau chui xuéng tan ddy nudc.

(Vé sau, gia dinh toi cé dip dén tam sudi nay).

Ong ky su y té muc day nudc nam chai x4 xi,
xong, chung toi di Long hai.

Tai xa Binh Chau, dan chung tit xua moi khi cé
ghé choc thi dén su6i ma tam, lanh ngay. Dan cu
thuat lai mot chuyén truyén ky nhu sau:

“Hoi xtra hoi xua, noi day c6 mot doi vo chong
tién 0.

“Mot budi s6m mai, tién nam vao rung san thu,
nang vg 6 nha bac mot chao nudc soi cho chong
dem thit vé. Nang ch6 mdt ngay mot trua, hét trua
déntoi,

Lang quan nao co thdy dau,

Chi san co co, trén dau co trang!

Chac han tién nam chua dut long pham da mui
man voi mot nang tién khac hay mot bong hoa
rung ma quén hién thé tua cua doi trong.

“Nang tuc gian co6 chon dap chdo nudc soi trén
canh rung roi bay ra Nha Trang, Thap Ba, ma phuc
su Thanh mau Thién Y A Na, tu tam dudng tanh.

“Chao nudc so6i cua nang tién ay, chinh la can
nguyén sudi nudc nong Xuyén Moc vay”.

Vé B, bac si Nghién lam phuc trinh cho 6ng Bo
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truéngro, con toi viét mot bai dang trong tap chi Gio
Nam cuta Lién doan cong chuc cach mang quoc gia.

Dboc bai 4y, 6ng Tran Vy mim cuoi néi véi Cong
canuy vién cua Bo: “Van dé kho khan ma 6ng Gidm
doc hanh chanh viét mot bai hap dan, cung hay”.

Vai tuan sau, Vién Pasteur phan chat xong,
ching to6i dugc biét nudc sudi Xuyén Moc co
thé sanh voi nudc suodi & Saint Gervais les Bains,
tinh Haute-Savoie bén Phdp, duéi chon nui Mont
Blanc, cao hon mat bién 800 thudc.

Noi day, Saint Gervais les Bains, du khdch dung
tia nudc sudi nho chay dudi ap luc manh dé tam
hodc rualé tai cuong hong.

Suoi Xuyén Moc co thé chuia tri cdc binh ngoai
da, cac binh 6 mui va cuéng hong, nhiing binh vé
quan tiét (arthritisme - viém khép), hau thién
hodc di truyén va cac binh than kinh.

Hon nua, nude sudi nay uong vao co tinh cach
nhuan truong va uéng nhiéu thi x6.

“Viét Nam Cong hoa, t6 chiic
hanh phap, tu phap va tai chanh”
Bay gio, trong B san co nhiéu tai liéu, toi yéu
cau ba 6ng chanh su vu hop tdc cung toi soan thao
mot quyén sach vé cac to chic hanh phap, tu phap
va tai chanh cua Viét Nam Cong hoa, mot quyén
sach khong qua phong phu, song tam du cho mot
nhan vién luyén thi nhap ngach tho ky hanh chanh.
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To6i phac hoa chuong trinh, theo d6 ma suu tam
tailiéu roiviét ra. Nhung vi ban nhiéu viéc ma suot
hai ba thang, may ong chanh su vu toi chua viét
dang khoan nao.

Thoi thi toi tu lam lay.

To6inho cau Bui Quang An, Pho doc suxuat than
noi truong Quoéc gia hanh chanh, viét cho to6i mot
baive Toadanhanh chanh (Conseildu Contentieux)
v6i Tham chinh vién (Conseil d’Etat).

Ban thao soan xong, t6i géi phan Tu phap cho
ong Tham phan Nguyén Quoc Hung duyét gium.
Ong cho y kién va tu chinh nhiéu doan. Phan tai
chanh, toi goi dén ong boc phu Ngo, bong ly vian
phong Bo tai chanh, nho 6ng xem. Ong cay ong
Tran Van Quyén, Tong tho ky duyét lai.

bén ndm 1959, t6i méi xudt ban cuén sach nay
va chi in co moét lan thoi.

Phat trién cong dong

Cudi thang tdm, mot buc tho cua BO Noi vu yéu
cau cac Bo cu moét phai doan hai cong chuc cao
cap, manh khée, hi¢p voi phai doan ky gia, ra mién
Trung viéng xem cong tac phat trién cong dong ba
tinh Quang Tri, Thita Thién va Quang Nam, thoi
gian mot tuan l¢, tir4 dén 10 thang chin.

Ong Bo truéng Y té chi dinh toi véi bac si
Nguyén Binh Nghién. Phai doan gom trén 50 ky gia
va cong chuc.
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Hai chiéc phi co quan su chd phai doan moi
chiéc mot nua, cat canh 6 Sai Gon vao luc ndm gio
rudi sang, trudc sau nam phut va tdm gio la dén
Phu Bai.

Tungay a4y dén nay da trén muoi ndm, toi khong
con nhé ranh mach may chi tiét, ngay nao di dau,
thdy nhiing gi, chi nhé dai khai ma thoi, nhu phai
doan di xem cong tac dong bao ba tinh mién Trung
dap duong, cat dinh, cho, truong hoc, dao kinh,
dap dap... khi thi tu xuat cua ma lam, khi thi nho
cong quy giup cho chut it.

Trong thoi ky viéng Thira Thién va Quang Tri,
dai dién cdc Bo va phdi doan ky gia nghi ngoi dudi
thuyén, moi chiéc hai nguoi dau trudc Cau lac bo,
trén mé song Huong.

T6i véibdc si Nghién 6 noi Toa Thanh tra cii. Va
khi di quan sat phdt trién cong dong Quang Nam,
tat ca phai doan déu 6 nha hang Morin tai ba Nang,
dailo Boc Lap, trén bo Song ba.

6363k

Tinh truéng Thua Thién, bén than huéng dan
chung t6i xem cong tac phat trién cong dong ngoai
6 Hué, nhu con duong dai hon muoi cay s6, do dong
bao dap khong lang tién cong, nhu x6m Xuan-O,
gom mot s6 nha nho nho gon gang cdch nhau may
thudc, nhukién tao bap ba...

Ong thiét tiéc tra dai phai doan va sin sang giai
ddp cac cau haéi do ky gia va cong chuc néu lén.

Trudc day, da dinh phdi doan dén tham 6ng Ngo
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binh Cédn, Covantodi cao, songvico subathoagitia
ong Truong phai doan voi mdt cong chuc cao cap
B6 Thanh nién, nén 6ng cau khong tiép.

To6i nghe kin trong phdi doan c6 nguoi 6ng Can,
nhut cu nhut dong gi cua phdi doan cau déu hay
biét. Moi dém, vao lic canh ba, vai chiéc thuyén
nhd, nhe chéo quanh thuyén 16n lam noi ngoi nghi
cho nhan vién phdi doan, rinh xem ho c6 lam gi sai
qudy khong, nhu danh bac, choi gii...

Mot chiéu, doan xe dang di ngon trén bong lic
lén cau mot chiéc bi lot banh trudc bén mat xudng
mé song, may anh tai xé ham phanh kip, khong thi
chiéc xe at chau Thuy than luon, may chiéc sau déu
mac ket.

Cam hung, toi xin cdc ky gia la nhitng nguoi
thong minh va van chuong dac rudt, doi cau doi
nom: “Tai xé Tai bat tai, 1ai xe bac mang, xe d6, d6
thira cho van mang”.

Trong cau doi co6 ba chu tai, hai chtt mang, hai
chu do.

Ky gia nhin nhau, bong mot anh noi lén cau doi
cua Trang Mac Dinh Chi: “Xuat doi di, doi doi nan,
thinh tién sinh tién d6i” (Ra doi dé, d6i doi kho,
moi tién sanh doi trudc).

Va toi cing khong doi duoc cau doi toi!

Budi maikia, phai doan viénglaoxa Thura Thién,
pham nhan lang 1é lam nhung d6 go, d6 may, théu
mdt goi, vé tranh, ban ré tién sung vao quy nhalao.

Trén mot buc tranh, mau sacxinh dep song duom
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vé buon, hoa si vé mot nguoi ngoi cau dudi goc cé
tho; bén gdc tranh, viét may giong chtt nhu sau:

“Chiéu chiéu trudc bén Van Lau,

ai ngoi, ai cau, ai sau, ai tham,

ai thuong, ai cdm, ai nhd, ai trong?

Thuyén ai thdp thodng bén song,

Dua cau Mdi Ddy chanh long nudc non.

Mién Nam bdt ngdt ruong dong,

Tham tinh dan toc, duom nong huong qué!

Lai moét chiéu, phai doan viéng Nha tho La
Vang cach tinh ly mdy cay s6, r6i méi dén Toa hanh
chanh duoc 6ng Tinh truéng huong dan xem cong
tac phat trién cong dong trong tinh ong.

Quan ba Ndng, lang Cu Hoan, C6 Téng thong
Ngo6 binh Diém lic trudc lam Tri phu noi day da
khéi xudéng cong viéc phat trién cong dong, xé
kinh, dap duong, dap dap...

Nguoi ta co dung bia ky niém cong trang cua
ong, nham Bao Dai dé ngu nién.

Trén con duong di dén ranh gid¢i Binh Tri Thién
(Quang Binh, Quang Tri, Thua Thién), 6ng chi
mot tru d4a bén suon non danh ddu noi vua Ham
Nghi tru ngu, noi ay goi la “Cua”, quan Cam Lo.

Ong noi ring tuong lai Quang Tri khong phai
dudi dong bang ma chinh 1a 6 mién ruing nui, nhiéu
nguon loi thién nhién con cho khai thac.

ek

Viéng mdy noi 6 Quang Nam cé phan ly thu

song khong kém hiém nguy. Nham mua nudc 16n,
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xe chung toi 16i qua chiéc cau duc ma nudc dang ao
ao chay trén cau.

Mot chiéu, trén duong vé phai qua pha trén con
song to. Thuy triéulén qua manh, 16i chiéc pha troi
di, khong cap bén dugc cho doan xe xuéng. Phai
doan phai tu dong mudn thuyén qua song, song
giap gié doi. Lén bo, da thay ong Tinh truong dung
cho, muén cam nhong cho phai doan vé tinh.

Cuoc thi sat xong, Tinh trudng thiét tiéc dai
phdi doan, trong ddm thuc khédch, c6 mot tu si
Cong gido tré tudi. Tiéc man, ong dung day cuoi
cuoi, ngé bén nay, bén no, noi it 10i ngoi khen 6ng
Tinh trudng va tan duong phong trao phat trién
cong dong. Ong ndi gi ma co cau: “Quang Nam hay
cai, Quang Ngai hay co, Binh Dinh hay lo, Thura
Thién nich hét...

Ong dai dién Bo Thanh nién xi xo:

- Thay tu gi ma vut va vut vat, khong phai tu
cach nha tu!

Trudc khi roi ba Nang dang ra Hué vé Sai Gon,
ongtruong doan cay toi dén cam onvatugia ong Thi
truong Nguyén Vin bang, ong la cuu Tinh trudng
Binh Dinh thuyén chuyén ra day. Trong thoi gian
chung to6i 6 ba Ndng, 6ng tan tam gitup do phai doan.

K

Thé la man mot tuan thi sat phat trién cong
dong cua dong bao mién Trung, ba tinh Quang Tri,
Thua Thién va Quang Nam. Mot tuan di do di day
vatvava lam lic cung nguy nan.
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Nhung chua hét, trén phi co vé Sai Gon, 6ng
Luu Van Thua, Pho D6 truéng, cdm gio, mat xanh
don, chung toi lay dau cui la xoa bop cho 6ng, trong
luc 4y, phdi doan c6 mot bac si ma 6ng diém nhién,
changlam chi ca!

Can lao nhan vi

Ché do gia dinh tri va dang tri cua Ngo gia
huynh dé¢, tac oai tdc phuc trén giai dat mién Nam
sudt chin ndm troi, tir 1954 dén 1963, khong may ai
la khong biét. Ba anh em vach doi son ha, cho nén
thoi 4y, trong Nam nguoi ta thuong noi cau:

“Trén troi c6 Chiia, dudi ddt co ho Ngo,

“Trong ni co Co, ngoai té co Cqu!”

Co day la ba Ngo binh Nhu, d¢ nhut phu nhan
Viet Nam Cong Hoa. Nghe noi trong gioi Bo
truong va cong chuc cao cap, da so déu “rua toi” va
gia nhap dang Can lao Nhan vi ma ong Ngo Dinh
Nhu la dang truéng.

Chinh 6ng b6 Van Cong, Bo trudng Bo Cai cach
dién dia, 1a nguoi da ngau nhién hung lay vién dan
tai Hoi chg Ban mé thuot, khiké satnhan co tam am
sat ong Ngo binh Diém, 6ng Cong noi véi toi rang
“Anh tho ky nay, bao anh lam gi, anh vang vang da
da, marodianh khonglam. Khong ray qué anh duoc,
anh la dang vién Can lao. Anh lao cong nay, di toi
di lui, b6 mat hach hach, duong nhu trong troi dat
néy chi co ta day! Anh la Canlao.”

“Canlaola ongtroi, Canlao la tat ca!”
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OBOY té, cap chi huy va vai ong Chanh su vu,
nhiéu ong chu sula dangvién Canlao, Chico Gidm
doc hanh chanh cung dau khong gia nhap.

Mot 6ng chu su Can lao moét lan khuyén, hai lan
khuyeén to6i nén gia nhap dang. Vi toéi nghe thu doan
ctua dang qud nhiéu, nén ghé so khong ddm nhan.
Ong dy noi mot 1oi nhu la canh cdo: “Toi khuyén
Cu nén gia nhap Can lao, dang khi xay ra phong
vo bat ky, co6 dang che chd cho Cu. Néu Cu tro troi
mot minh thi gap nhiing truong hop kho khén, ai la
nguoi nang dé Cu?

Va truong hop kho khan 4y da xay dén cho toi
trong cudc dau thau mua thuoc men va dung cu.

%3k

Cudc dau thau dinh mang

Nam 1958, ¢ BO Y té c6 xay ra mot cudc dau
thau quan trong mua thu6c men voi dung cu,
tong gia ndm muoi triéu dong dé phan phéi cho
cac binh vién.

Ban so, BO nho Co quan mai dich mua dum,
song Co quan nay chi mua duoc c6 tdm triéu bac
thuoc ma thoi.

bé tranh nién kiét va cé thudc cap téc ma dung,
B0 Y té phai tu ddu thau lay, sau khi dugc su théa
thuan ctia Pho Téng thong kiém Bo trudng Kinh té.

Thé thuc ap dung la dau thau khan han, nghiala
xem nhu mua hang co6 san tai cho, ché khong can
ngoai té.
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Di nhién la chung téi 4p dung thé 1¢ hién hanh,
tuc la:

- trinh du thao diéu kién sach d4u thau cho Nha
Kiém sodat udc chi thudéc Tong Nha Ngan sach va
Ngoai vién duyét xét va, sau do, ong Bo trudng Y té
ky tén phé chudn du an ay.

- dang cdo thi dau thau trén ba to bdo hang ngay
cho nha thau dugc biét.

Ho¢i dong dau thau gom cé:

Chu tich la Giam do6c Hanh chanh va cac hoi
vién sau day:

- Tong Giam doc Y té va binh vién,

- chanh suvu So tiép té va cung cap duoc liéuy;

- chanh sy vu Sé tai chanh;

- dai dién Nha Ngan sach va ngoai vién.

Mot tho ky hanh chanh S¢ tiép té va cung cdp
duoc liéu lam tho ky cho phién ddu thau.

Cdc nhan vién trén day déu la nhiing nguoi am
hiéu luat lé dau thau.

Trong hai phién nhom déu thau, ngay 3 va 4
thang 10, khong xay ra nhiing su rac réi nao dang
ké, Hoi dong tam thoi chap nhan nhiing mén thuoe
va dung cu gid ha hon hét, va cac nha thau, dau ké
dau dang hay khong, déu cong nhan Hoi dong lam
viéc dung dan.

Sau khi dau thau, bién ban dugc trinh lén 6ng
B0 truéng quyét dinh. Tuan linh 6ng, Nha Gidm
doc hanh chanh héi ykién B¢ Kinh té vé gia ca may
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mon thuoc va dung cu da duoc tam trung thau. Va
ong Bo trudng phe trong bién ban nhu sau:

Duyét y véi cac dieu kién sau day:

1) Vé dung cu: Chap thuan dé nghi cua Hoi dong
dau thauvaloai cac mén hang gia qud cao ngoai tru
cdc mon manha tring thau da giam gia xuéng bang
hay thap hon gia thi truong.

2) Ve thu6c men: Loai cdc thu thuoc da dugc Bo
Kinh té xét gid cao hon gid thi truongvaloai cac thu
gidcaomacothéthaythébangloaikhdc: Lanoléine,
Plasmesec, Oxetétracyclin, Spasmalgine, Poudre
DTT, Quinquina.

Sai Gon ngay 7-11-1958

BoO truéng Y té

Ky tén: Tran Vy

Sau khi duoc 6ng B¢ truéng quyét dinh, S6 Tai
chdanh lap khé udc mua nhiing thudc va dung cu da
trung thau ma gia bang hay thap hon gid thi truong.

K

Nhung, moét thang sau, mot cong van tu Phu
Téng Thong dua xudéng, Téng Thong Ngoé binh
Diém phan n¢ bao Bo dé nghi trung phat Uy ban
dau thau vi “mua thudc véi gia mac”.

Ong Bo truong chdm dut nhiém vu Giam doc
cua toi tai Bo va giao hoan toi vé Nha Téng Gidm
doc Cong vu.

That to6i chang hiéu gi ca, toi c6 lam gi nén toi
ma trung phat toi?

Thoi cudc dau thau cong khai duoc dién ra dung
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thé 1¢ hién hanh, Hoi déng nao co tuvi ai! Ong Bo
truong lai cdn than héi y kién B¢ Kinh té vé gid ca
nhing mon duoc tam trung thau ro6i maéi ha but
phé quyét dinh nhu toi da chép trén day.

Thé thi tai sao qui tdi cho Gidm doc hanh chanh,
chu toa cudc dau thau chi thi hanh mot thu tuc
hanh chanh ch6é khong c6 quyén dinh doat?

Bdi vay trong mot cudc tiép xuc voi ong Ton
That Trach, Téng Gidm déc Nha Cong vu, ong
quan sat van dé, noi voi toéi mot cau bang Phap
ngu: “S’il y a un responsable dans cette affaire, ce
ne sera pas vous”. (Néu c6é moét nguoi chiu trach
nhiém trong vu nay, chinh khong phaila 6ng).

Puong nhién huu tri

Va chinh vi 6ng c6 quan niém phan minh nhu
vay, nén khi ong Bo truong Y té dé nghi cach chuc
toi, ong lai dé nghi cung Téng Thong doi su cach
chuc ay lam “duong nhién huu tri”.

Chiéu ngay 3 thang 3 nam 1959, vé dén nha, toi
tiép ddng moét tdm danh thiép cua Co mi Huynh
Ngoc Tam, tung su S6 nhan vién Phu Téng Thong,
mang vén ven c6 may chu: “Mung dai ca thoat dai
nan”.

Sau toi nghe trong vu dau thau nay co nhiéu bi
an, do nhung nhan vat dang kinh dang tin tiét 10,
song khong vi Iy do d6 ma t6i duoc phép théa ma
mot ché do da sup do.
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Thoi, van c6 kéu chang thau troi, biét khiéu
naivao dau? Thoi budi hién kim ma “da kim ngan
pha luat 1¢” thi tim dau ra moét vi quan cuong
truc nhu Bao Cong, nhu Phan Thanh Gian, hau
gidi oan minh.

%33

Két cudc

Thé la ngay 3 thang 3 nam 1959, cham dut doi
cong boc toi, ba muoi mét nam chuc vu, trén hai
muoi nhiém sg, thoi gian mot phan ba thé ky troi
qua, nhu may bay, nhu gié thoang, nhu gidc mong
dém he, tit ngay toi budc chon vao Dinh Hig¢p ly,
nhiét huyét tran day, cho dén luc gia tt Nha Cong
vu mara, xiét bao chan nan, trong thoi gian 4y bao
do thang tram, lam lan gat tiéng khen ché, thau
hoach mét mé kinh nghiém tinh doi.

Nhung, moéi nguoi chung ta tu minh tao
“nghiép” thi:

“da mang lay nghié¢p vao than,

“cung dung trach lan troi gan troi xa.”

chinén tam niém rang:

“thién can ¢ tailongta,

“chu Tam kia méi bang ba chiut Tai.”

Nhu thé, doéi khi bi xa hoi mac dau bac dai, ta
khong nén vi lé d6 ma chang xu su cho phai dao
lam nguoi, tu tap thuc hanh Hi, X3, Tu, Bi, mdrong
long thuong nhan loai.
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buoc vay thi, néu chua huéng qua vi noi Lac
canh, noi Thién dang, at chon tran gian, ta cing vui
lam nguoi thién, ngoaira,

“sd chi suy thinh viéc doi,

“thinh suy nhu hat suong roi dau canh!”
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Téac gia Dao Van Hoi
(1905-1978)






