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Tlﬁq SU NHA VAN
NGUYEN THUY LONG
(1938 - 2009)

Di anh
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Ti€u st van hoc:
NGUYEN THUY LONG

Nha Vin Nguyén Thuy Long sinh
ngay 09/08/ 1938 tai Ha Noi.

Mat ngay 03/9/20009, luc 14 gio tai
bénh vién Nhan Dan Gia Dinh.

Nam 1952, 6ng va gia dinh vao
Nam sinh s6ng tai Sai Gon.

Cyu hoc sinh trudng trung hoc Ho
Ngoc Cén.

Sinh vién trudng Cao Dang My
Thuit Gia Dinh.

Cong tac bdo Ngan Khoi véi nha
van Nha Ca, nhat bdo Song ctia nha
van Chu Tu.
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Trudc 1975, 6ng xuat ban hon 30
tac pham. Tiéu thuyét dau tay cé tén
Vac Nha Voi (1965) véi but hiéu Lan
Giao. Céc tac phdm sau, déu lay tén
that la Nguyén Thuy Long.

Ngoai hon 30 tac phdm xuat ban,
Nguyén Thuy Long con ca tram truyén
ngan va nhiing tac phdm sang tac sau
nay.

Tiéu thuyét Loan Mat Nhung gay
xao dong tu tdc phdm, dén tip phim
Loan Mat Nhung do dao dién Lé Dan
dan dyng nam 1970.

Nam 2005, 6ng dugc phat gidi Van
Chuong Toan Su Nghiép do Nguyét
san Khoi Hanh (My) trao tdng, nhung
vi stic yéu khong tham du dugc.
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TAC PHAM NGUYEN THUY
LONG: (tiéu biéu)

1/ Vac Nga Voi (1965, véi but hiéu La
n Giao)

2/ Sau boi (Au Co, 1967)

3/ Budc Giang HO (1967)

4/ Vong Tay Dan Ong (1967)

5/ Chim Trén Ngon Kho (1967)
6/ Loan Mat Nhung (1967)

7/ Tay Anh Chi (1968)

8/ Ba Chua Tam Cua Nguc (1968)
9/ Vét Thu (1968)

10/ Bém Den (1968)
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11/ Gai Thoi Loan (1968)
12/ Béng T6i (1968)

13/ Kinh Nuéc Den (1969)
14/ Nt Chua (1969)

15/ X6m C6 Hon (1969)
16/ Ki€p Hoang (1969)

17/ No Méu (1969)

18/ Nha Chua (1970)

19/ Ven D6 (1970)

20/ Bao Rét (1970)

21/ Cau Ca (1970)

22/ D&u Chan Gié Chay (1970)
23/ Bién Pen (1971)



12 | Nguyén Thuy Long

24/ Biét Thu Phu Du (1971)
25/ ban Ong Dan Ba (1971)
26/ Hat Giong Ctia Troi (1971)

27/ Nhiing Canh Tay Thuong Ludng
(1971)

28/ T6t Den (1971)

29/ Vang Tiéng Rudi Xanh (1971)
30/ Dudi Chan Non Nudc (1972)
31/ Gi6 Hu (1972)

32/ Tt T6i Hoan Hi (1972)

33/ Mt Bién Den (1973)

34/ Ntia Doi Bong T6i (1991)

35/ Viét Trén Gac Buat (1999)

36/ Gitta bém Trudng (2000)
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37/ Ngudi Xay Lo (2001)
38/ Thin Ma (2007)

Ngoai ra, Nguyén Thuy Long con 3 tac
phdm mdi viét:

*Hoéi Uc 40 Nam CAm But
*Hoi Ky Thué Mo Lam Van Si
* Viing Ma Dong (2009 )
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NGUYEN THUY LONG,
BONG CHIM TREN NGON KHO
NGO NGUYEN NGHIEM

U NHAP VAO NHUNG

DUONG HUGNG méi trong
van hoc nghé thuat thap nién 60, qua
nhién c6 nhi€u nga ré, lap dung cho
moi van nghé si thoi d6 mot nét nhin
sang hoa dac biét, giup tac pham dugc
bung vé manh liét. Moi ngudi van nghé
dot phat cho minh mot phuong hudng
sang tao riéng biét, khong lan 1on vao
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ai, tao cho vdn chuong mién Nam
nhiéu huéng di méi rang r6, doi chiéu
khong thua stut van chuong nudc ngoai.
Tu tho van nhac kich bién khéo hoi
hoa kinh kich san khau kién trac diéu
khac, nhin lai that hanh dién cho budc
dudng sdng hda ctia ngh¢ thuat giai
doan so khai nay. Tt nhiing bong dang
khai hoang van nghé cua l6p di trudc &
phia Nam nhu Nguyén Chanh Sat, Ho
Bi€u Chanh, Phua Dtc, Phi Long... dan
dén Nguyén Van Hau, Nguyén B4 Thé,
Truy Phong, Son Nam, Kién Giang,
Nguyén Minh Tam... Dén 16p si phu
Bac ha nhu Vi Hoang Chuong, Dinh
Hung, Vi Khac Khoan va 16p van nghé
sigan giii thé hé van chuong phia Nam
trong thap nién 60 nhu Mai Thao, Vién
Linh, Duyén Anh, Ly Hoang Phong,
Hoang Truc Ly noi tay cung bong dang
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cta Tran Tuan Kiét, Pham Cong Thién,
Duong Ha, Ngoc Linh, Duong Tri La,
Hoai Di¢p Tu, Phan B4 Thuy Duong,
Vo Hong, Nguyén Thi Thuy Vi, Nha
Ca... Con nhiéu tén tuoi niia gan bé
tao mot sinh khi da dang, tan lap cho
phong héa vin chuong thdoi bay gio,
chuyén bién cuing cuc va ky diéu.

Nguyén Thuy Long la mdt nha van
cling bung v& tai hoa trong giai doan
thip nién 60 ndy, tic phdm ctia Ong
chgt budc vao mdt 16i ré sang tao mai.
Ong di thing vao dé tai tudi tré khoi
day trong no6i quanh hiu bat cong cudc
doi, dua nhan vat hing cd mot phuong
cach song trong mot xa hoi den biét lap.
Trudc 1965, vai tac phdm ctia Nguyén
Thuy Long ra doi ciing da bi€u hién
phong cach tu do theo nghia ngoai 1€
xa hdi. TU Vac Nga Voi van con mang
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mot but hiéu khiac Mac Lan Giao, la
hinh nhu tac gia con an nap trong tu
thé chd dgi. Dén nhiing tac phdm ké
ti€p, tén tudi Nguyén Thuy Long bung
sang trong gidi giang ho van chuong,
nhét la nhiing tac phdm ndi dinh noi
dam nhu Loan Mat Nhung (1967) roi
Kinh Nuéc Pen (1969)...Khi Loan
Mat Nhung dugc chuyén héa phim
anh do dao dién Lé Dan thuc hién véi
Huynh Thanh Tra, Thanh Nga, Tam
Phan, Ngoc Phu, Kim Xuan, Nguyén
Hanbh...phim truyén Viét Nam bat dau
ti€p noi tranh ba quyén véi phim Hong
Kong, An Do.

Stc sdng tao nhiing ndm trudc
1975 cua Nguyén Thuy Long that manh
liét, tac pham nhu dong sudi tuén trao
khong thaoi gian ngling nghi. Toi budc
vao 16i di ciia Ong, bang sy td mo nhu
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td mo v6i H6 Thadm Tu Tudng cla
Pham Co6ng Thién, t6 mo véi nhiing
bd ti€u thuyét Yéu - Dién - Loan...cla
Chu Tu. Nhung su bat gip kinh khiép
v6i nhiing hinh anh phoi bay cuc ky
ghé rgn trong tac pham Chim Trén
Ngon Kho, dm anh tang thuong trong
doi séng ha tang bi dat qua, bi dat trudc
thién nhién, trudc nhan tinh va cudc
doi, khién t6i thudng xuyén tim kiém
tdc phdm Ong. Hinh nhu, Chim Trén
Ngon Khé xuit hién truéc Loan Mat
Nhung, nhung chinh vi phong cach tai
tinh trong dung truyén, khién Nguyén
Thuy Long dugc dit trén ngdi vi doc
ddo trudng phai riéng.

That sy, truéc nhiing tic phidm
quyét dinh hudéng di cho su hoa nhap
vao xa hdi den, bang mot 161 ré phai
cd trong tan cung doi song day ca tinh
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phan khang véi doi thuong. Moi mat
trai mdt phai déu nang né mot cuong
linh dao ly khac bi¢t. Nghia khi va cach
trao d6i cudc song tham dam tu duy
sinh hoc chénh nhau nhu nhiing vong
xoan hinh 6ng trong mdt khong gian
hinh hoc ba chiéu. Nén cach cu xti nhu
thé thuong cua ly triét hu nho khong
day dugc ban chat pha cach, liéu linh,
tu duy cta mdt xa hoi tan cung nép
song. Nguyén Thuy Long hoan toan
binh tinh budc vao modi trudng dot
bién nhu vay, hda than trong tam thtic
va hanh dong ctia nhiing con nguoi
phd céch dé. Ong thanh cong manh
liét trong hai bd tiéu thuyét Loan Mat
Nhung va Kinh Nuéc Pen. Theo hoi ky
viét Trén Gac Buat (NXB Van Nghé, Ca-
lifornia 1999), Nguyén Thuy Long budc
vao lam ky gia bao S6ng ctia nha vin
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Chu T, dugc sy khuyén khich hgp véi
cach viét theo trao luu ciia mot xa hoi
cé thuc nhiing anh hung cta moét xa
hdi c6 16i ré riéng. Tac phdm Loan Mat
Nhung ra déi ndm 1967, bang hinh anh
mot cau hoc tro luong thién séng tai
do thanh Sai Gon trong thap nién 60,
trudc nhiing ap biic cuong roi pha dap
tao nén hoan canh xa hdi day dua tré
thanh du dang noi tiéng. S6ng cudng
loan trong moét xa hoi den nhu mot
thu linh anh chi lang dao bta. Nhung
trong nhiing phut gidy bat chgt, van
cam thay c6 don trong cudc daoi, hoi
hian danh mat mot thoi tudi tré, mudn
hoan luong bang cach cudi cung diét
ké ac ro6i ndp minh cho canh sat. Cach
viét bach hoa sy gai goc trong cudc doi
cta 16p ngudi song trong hoan canh
cua xa hoi den toi.
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That ra, trong giai doan day ray
hon loan cta thoi ky thip nién 60,
v6i nhiéu sy du nhap nhiing khuynh
hudéng ngoai lai, va nhiing hién trang
bat an trong xa h¢i duong thoi, khién
cudc sdng phan cach theo xu hudng
nhan dinh ty ky. Chinh vay, su tach
bi¢t nhiéu thanh phan trong xa hoi
ciing la mot logic, Nguyén Thuy Long
thanh cong nhu hoan chinh mdt luan
an sau sac cua thé gidi tan cung. Tac
phdm thanh cong nhu budc di méi
trong doan dudng pha cach 16i sang tac
v6i dién tich séo mon.

Hang chuc tac pham lién tiép ra
doi, ndi ti€p nhiing hinh anh sinh dong
trong thé giéi nhu thé, duong nhién
Nguyén Thuy Long tré thanh mot nha
van “du dang’, bang phong cach viét
nhu thé...That ra, ngudi nghé si déu
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mudn minh c6 mot thé giéi van phong
riéng, tao dung cho chinh sang tdc mot
su sang hda biét lap. Su tu do dé giup
nha vdn xay dung dugc hinh anh dic
thu doc ddo trong van hoc.

Sau 1975, nhiing budi trua ngoi
v6i Nguyén Thuy Long trong hém nho
6C dudng Tu Xuong Quan 3, toi lang
1€ nhin hinh dnh mot “dai ca” van nghé
oanh liét mot thoi. Cung cach song van
con hao nhoang khi phach, van bui doi
trén trang phuc tho rap , van lich thiép
cung nhiing ban bé van nghé nho tudi
quay quan bén Ong. Thoi chua mé clia,
moi ngay gdp gd la nhiing lan chung
dung nhiing tan phai ctia qud khd, tam
su cho qua ngay thang bén nhiing chai
bia 1én men con cop, cudi dua thim
viéng trong moi van dé can hoi, roi theo
got budi chiéu sap bang lang hoang
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hon, chia tay déng gbp tra quan ra ve,
khong quén hen lai ngay mai...Nguyén
Thuy Long van cung cach trang trong
lich lam, nhung anh em déu hiéu r6
su co cuc phu day trén nép do. Ngoai
can bénh huyét ap cao, Nguyén Thuy
Long con tiéu duong ning véi nhiéu di
chiing. Hinh nhu, cling vai lan Nguyén
Thuy Long duong dau véi triéu chiing
tai bién mach mau nao. Nhung moi lan
tht tac, anh em khuyén udng it thoi, thi
Ong cudi ngd tdi cé thay thudc lo gi?
TAm trang hinh nhu Ong thich gip go
bang hiiu dé€ giai tdéa nhiing bilic bach
trong long, moi bénh trang khac nghiét
nhu thé nhung Nguyén Thuy Long van
tram tinh nhu khong con thoi gio ngd
ngang toi.

Khodng hon 15 ndm géc but, muoi
nam ké tiép (1991-2001) Nguyén Thuy
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Long viét dugc thém 4 tac phdm: Niia
boi Dboi Bong (1991), Viét Trén Gac
But (1999), Gitia bém Trudng (2000),
Ngudi Xay Lo (2001). Budc qua thién
nién ky méi, Nguyén Thuy Long viét
lai hoéi ky va tac phdm Thin Ma (2007),
Ong tam dic trong quyén Héi Uc 40
Nim Cam Bit va Hoi Ky Thué Mo Lam
Vén Si. Trong cudc song khac nghiét
co cuc, nén trong Hoi Uc 40 Nam Cim
But, Nguyén Thuy Long tran tinh minh
khong bao gio gidu diém nhiing thoi
hu tat xau, nén viét that nhu da séng
that v6i cudc doi, véi vinh nhuc xap
16p trong cudc song, nhung van than
nhién phé mac nhiing vui dap trdi ndi
chung quanh. Chinh vay, nhan vat cta
nha vin Nguyén Thuy Long thudng
nhan nhuc, chiu dung nhiing nghich
canh, nhan ai va do luong.
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Nim 2009, Ong don hét tAm huyét
cho by ban thio Ma DPong, du tru
khoang 4000 trang, nhung dén khi
nham mat lia doi, Ma Ddng mdi viét
dugc hon 1000 trang.

Nguyén Thuy Long dé€ lai, ngoai
dang d& ctia bd tac phdm Ma Dong con
hon trdm truyén ngan, (nam u budn
vat vuong gitia thé gian !!!....)

NGO NGUYEN NGHIEM
Viét tai Thu trang Quang Hanh
Cudi Dong/2012

https://luanhoan.net/gocchung2013/
html/bm%2025-10-2013%2018.htm
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1.

HIEC XE JEEP AU LAI BEN

CAU, ba ngudi linh stng 6ng
cam tay nhdy ao xudng trudc, mat ho
dang dang sat khi, 16i tudt ga thanh
nién bi troi giat canh khuyu xudng xe,
ga thanh nién mat thang bang nga chui
xuong duong, khi ngudi linh dung c6
ga day, mdt ga bé bét dat cat va mdau
tuoi, 1€ duong da lam ga dap mai va gay
mot cai rdng, ga rén ri, nho phi cdi rang
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gay rét ra, mot nguoi linh nam téc ga:

— bu ma may gat cac 6ng c6 noi
may vao bay Viét Cong dé chuing n6 ban
cac 6ng cO ndi may, may sé chét con a,
hai thang tui tao da bo xac vi may roi,
khong con noi dén chuyén nhan dao gi
rdo, may phai chét, phai trd ng mau.

Ga thanh nién run rdy, mat nhu con
ga bi cat tiét, doi mat ga lac than ngo
ngac nhin hét ngudi no dén ngudi kia,
rai r6t hoa lan mau tuoi chay rong rong
trén mép ga. Mot ngudi linh ba vai ust
dam mau xach sing ltng liing tién lai
trudc mdt cap chi huy ctia minh:

— Trung si cho em “lam thit” thang
nay, du me khong vi né canh tay em
dau c6 vay, em con muon danh nhau xa
lang v6i bon nay ma, bay gid phai vé di
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ndm nha thuong, du me ching né cat
c6 vg em, dap nat xac con em, thl nay
bay gié em khong tra thi dén bao gio
mdi tra dugc, trung si cho phép em.

— Thoéi chu oi nghi di, d¢€ tao, vo
con tao ciing chét vi bon nay vay, dén
gio dén toi roi do con oi.

Ga thanh nién run lat bat, ga kéu
lén:

— Trai oi toi khong phai Viét Cong,
toi la hoc sinh tron quan dich.

— Duing hong qua mdt cac ong co
noi may, sudt ti dém qua dén gic may
toan dua tui tao vao cho chét, hai mang
chét oan vi may roi, thém mot ngudi bi
thuong, may con muoén kéu ca gi niia.
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G4 thanh nién bi x6 ddy chui dau
vé phia trudc, ga bi ddy vé mé song, ga
cudng quyt kéu am lén:

— Toi khong phai Viét Cong, toi
tron quan dich.

— Trén quan dich cting ban, khong
phai Viét cong ma may dam huéng dan
nguai ta di tim cho gidu vi khi?

Cay sung M16 ctia nguoi trung si
nang lén, ga thanh nién chi kip kéu lén
mot tiéng, dan nd, ga uén cong ngudi,
nga lan cu xudng bo song, hai ngudi
linh kia va ngudi thuogng si ti€n dén,
nhin xudng noi thay ga thanh nién viia
lin xudng, ga chua chét hian. Nguoi
thugng si hat dau:

— Tui may thi cho né mdt phat an
hué.
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Nguoi linh bi thuong tay nang sting
l1én ban x6i x& mot bang vao xac nan
nhan:

— Khong phai mdt phat an hué¢ ma
t6i mot bang an hué lan thugng si a.

Mot ngudi khac trong bon haéi:
— Liéu né da chét that chua?

Nguai linh bi thuong tay nhé phet
mot bai nudc bot, quay nong sung 1én
miéng thoi phu phu:

— Pl me ¢6 stic voi mdéi song noi.

Ngudi trung si moéc tui lay bao
thudc la quan ti€p vu ra, hai ngudi linh
moi ngudi xin mot di€u. Ngudi trung
si cho thudc nhung can nhan:

— Hét me nod roi con gi tao makhong
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c6 thudc thi chét con sudng hon, danh
nhau nhu vay biét mua thudc ¢ dau.

Mot trang sung nd ran phia cudi
dudng. Nguoi trung si lang tai nghe:

— C6 phdi sung cua tyi n6é khong
bay?

Nguoi linh bi thuong tay tra 16i:

— Khong phai AK, sung cua linh
minh.

Ba nguoi dung dua lung vao thanh
xe hut thudc 14, ho hit tiing hoi thuoc
than trong, khoi thé ra ding mai mot
cach tién tdn. Mdt trdi dang lan, rang
hong lam do ruc mdt song. Tlng trang
sing nd rdi rac § mot ngd ngach nao
do, con dudng nhua vang tanh vang
ngat, thinh thodng mdt doan xe nha
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binh chuyén quan chay voi vang, siing
chong sang hai bén dudng. Hai chiéc
mady bay truc thang quan quan trén troi,
thinh thoang lai ddm b6 nhao xudng
nha mot trang dan nghe nhu tiéng bo
rong.

Nguoi thugng st 16t mi sat ra lau
mo hoi, chui thé vu vo:

— Me, tét nhat chan thay me, ba
ngay roi do.

Poi mat ngudi thugng si buon
budn, anh ta nghi dén vu chét tham
thiét ctia vg con trong trai gia binh. Dua
con gai ut ctia anh khi chét mdc do tét
dep dé, trén tay con 6m con heo dat bé,
tién bac roi vung vai. Anh da chét ling
nguoi bén xdc vg con, anh nhu mot ké
cudng sat trong nhiing ngay ké tiép.
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Nguoi trung si bung mau thuoc la
thtia xudng phia xac chét, anh néi véi
giong buc boi:

— Sau vu nay tao s€ xin di mdt tran,
tao khong thém lam linh kiéng niia, du
me tao ham chém giét roi, it ra tao phai
giét mot tram thang dé€ tra thu cho vg
con tao.

Ngudi linh bi thuong tay noi:
— Em cling vay trung si.

Nguoi linh kia hinh nhu khong
dé y dén nhiing 16i ndi cta hai ngudi
ban, anh ta tdn mén s& vao nhiing 16
dan duyc thang ludn xe, s vao vét mau
dong dic, vét mdu ctia ngudi ban than
han da guc chét trén xe nay hoi sang.
Nhiing ky niém vé€ ban dén trong dau
han.
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Ngudi trung si ra 1énh:
— Thoi 1én xe vé tui bay!

Ca ba leo lén xe, ho déu nhin lai
xac chét nam ngtia mat nhin troi, Khi
xe né mdy ngudi linh bi thuong tay hoi:

— V€ minh sé bdo cdo thé nao vé
thang ti binh nay ha trung si?

— Chang may cd ndi n6 vung chay
nén ban chét vy thoi.

Chiéc xe chuyén banh lao vut vé
phia cu6i duong. Troi xdm xdm tdi,
tiéng sung nd ran miét xa 1. Mat tran
vung d6 dai ddng sudt mdy ngay hom
nay. Nhiéu chuyén xe chuyén quan
chay mu tréi sudt ngay.

Mu Tu cti nhin he hé qua mot 16
dan duc thung & vach nha, mu quan
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sat vu xt ban tén Viét Cong tii dau dén
cudi. Mu tham lo lang cho ba ngudi
linh, mu biét trong x6m con ndm sdu
thang Viét Cong trén chay vao ti dém
bodm qua, ca xdm da chay tan cu hét rdo.
Chi cOn minh mu & lai, mu qua thuong
can nha cia minh, cdn nha ci nat xiéu
veo G gan b sdng ngay canh 16i di vao
xom. Tat cd moi nguoi trong xom khi di
ra dudng déu phai di qua nha mu. Mu
song cd mot minh & day tlii bao nhiéu
nam trdi nay, khong ai thém ngd ngang
gi dén my, khong dam day vao mu thi
dung hon. Mu bi ngudi ta kéu la mu Tu
cui, that ra my khong cti, mu bi chiing
phong lam 16 loét hai ban chan, hai
ban chan mu luc nao cling dugc bang
bd, nudc mu chay ra vang khe hip dan
bon ru6i nhang hon hao. Nguyén nhan
thu hai khién moi ngudi xa lanh mu vi
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mu co6 tat chti béi, mu c6 thé nhin an,
chti ca budi, khong ai biét mu chui ai,
nhung mu chui that di dan, bang tat ca
nhting 16i 1€ tuc tiu, mu chti trdi chui
dat, chtii tat ca nhiing nguoi di qua di
lai. Nhung vo ich, khong ai them dung
lai chtii tay doi v6i mu, mu khong cé
doi thu.

Nhiing chiéc xe gan may chay veo
veo, ¢6 khi con chay qua viing nudc
lam ban tung tde ca vao mu, 16i chii
bdi ctia mu chi bay theo gié cang lam
mu thém 4m g, tic t6i. Nhan sic mu
Tu cui lai qua x4u xa, den dai, mat
mii chodt cheo, dau toc bom xdm, mu
khong dugc mét diém gi kéo lai. Mu
song bang nghé chon l6ng ga xau vao
chi san dé ban cho nha lam choi 16ng
ga. Mot tuan 1é mu di t6i nha l[am chdi
l16ng ga mdt lan, dé la dip doc nhat dé
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mu dugc ndi chuyén véi con nguoi.
Khi ra v& mu bin rin, nhung ba chu
nha lam chdi long ga da xua dudi mu
nhu xua dn may.

Doi véi mu nhu vay ciing la may
man lam ro6i, mu khong hé oan than gi
ba chu hét, cho du ba chu cé tra gid ré
ré.

Mu Tu ctii chd cho chiéc xe jeep di
that xa, mu ma he hé ctia, nhin trudce
nhin sau khong c6 ai, mu 1én ra ngoai,
mu tién vé phia bd sdng, noi xac chét
nam, budc chan mu that thian trong,
cham chap, mu t6i bén xac chét, nhin
vao mdt han, con mat tron triing trong
dén khiép, mdi nheo nhéo néi day ma
da chét roi, Bang dan ban nat ngudi
han, gan nhu khap ngusi han déu
c6 vét dan, dau cb chan tay mdt mii,



Ven do | 39

ngudi han mau nhu¢m do lom, mau da
bat dau dong dac, miy con nhang vo
ve bay lugn. Mu Tu cui nhan mii, mu
dua ban tay 1én bit miii, mui mau tanh
nong lam mu lgm giong, mu khong thé
ngo dugc con ngudi 6m yéu nhu nan
nhén lai ¢6 thé nhiéu mau dén thé.

Troi nga sang mau xam, dong song
toi dan, sung on ran ran mot goc troi,
hinh nhu miét Hang Xanh lai danh
nhau d&. May ngay hom nay mu Tu
cui da qua quen véi tiéng sung, mu
khong con qua sg hdi nhu may ngay
dau. Mu nhin ngam nan nhan mot
cach ky cang, han con tré, han con qua
tré ntia 1a khac, hoi nay ga cai rang ga
khong phai la Viét Cong, c6 1€ ga noi
that, nhung sao ga lai lam chét téi hai
nguoi linh va bi thuong mot ngudi,
con nit con n6i ma lam Viét Cong thi
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ghé that, mu chi biét la ghé lam, that ra
mu khong tudng tugng noi ghé dén do
nao, con cdi nha ai ma ngu dai vay, mu
bong thiy thuong thuong nan nhan,
mu khong muon nhin moét ngudi chét
tré m& mat triing trting nhin tréi mot
cach that duc nhu vay.

Mu run run dit ban tay kho héo
nhu ré cay 1én mat nan nhan vuét xuoi
mot cdi, khi ban tay mu r&i khuon mat,
hai mat nan nhin da nham lai, mu hai
long. Mu Tu cui ding thing ngudi 1én
nhin xac nan nhan,

Mu Tu cti bong linh cam thiy diang
sau lung minh c6 ngudi ding, mu len
lén tu tu quay lai, mu suyt niia hét 1én.
Hai ngudi dan 6ng quan ao x6c xéch
day nhg deo cuing minh tay cam sung
ding nhin mu, Viét Cong, thoéi dung
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roi may tén Viét Cong chay vao xém
nay dém hom qua, ché linh trang gi ma
lai an mdc nhu do6 an may vay.

Hai ga Viét Cong lam ly nhin mu,
nhin xac chét, chiung khong ndi ning
gi hét, gié song luc xdm toi thoi 1én
mat 10ng 1ong lam madi toc ho phat pho.
Khong thay ai néi gi, mu danh phai lén
tiéng:

— Hai 6ng quen ngudi chét nay ha?
Mot nguai lac dau, mu tiép:
— Ciling la Viét cOng.

Ga dan 6ng ding gan mu hoi cau
mat:

— Nha chi kéu chung toi 1a Viét
Cong phai khong?
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Mu Tu cui gat dau:

— Ché kéu la gi niia, cdc anh dung
la Viét Cong.

Mot ga tién lén chia sung vao mu:

— Toi cam chi, phai goi chung t6i la
bd doi Gidi Phong Mién Nam,

Mu nhin mii sung den ngom chia
vé phia minh, mu thiy run run. bon
nay khong hién, chung né c6 thé ban
muy, nhung mu van ngoan c6, lac dau:

— Cdi tén gi ma nghe dai qua toi
khong nhé néi, sao khong kéu la Viét
Cong cd phai tién khong?

— Cam ngay, luan diéu nha chi toan
la miéng ludi Nguy, con me nay phan
dong, n6 & lai day d€ lam gian diép cho
Nguy.
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G4 lén dan sung loach xoach nghe
ron toc gdy. Ga kia cén lai:

— Khoan dong chi, ¢4 1€ con me nay
dién khung, minh can phai xay dung
muy, minh c6 thé dung mu dugc.

Ga cam sung c6 vé buc boi, nhung
hinh nhu ga hoi n€ ga nay, ga ha sing
nhung con can nhan:

— Toi nghi khong thé xai dugc,
dung con me nay la gian diép cta nguy.

— Dong chi ndéng nay qud, ct dé toi,
dong chi quén l1a minh la quan doéi giai
phdng a, minh can thu phuc nhan tam,
ho bi quan nguy dau doc, dong chi ra
gac ¢ dau duong di, dé€ t6i ndi chuyén
vGéi mu.

Ga Viét Cong danh budng thong
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sung, ra gac & dau duong. Mu Tu cui
yén tri, mu thé phao mot cai:

— Thang cha hung dii qua, khong
c6 6ng n6 dam lam 4u lam. néi cho
ong biét trong doi toéi chua co thing
nao hdm ban ham giét tdi hét, con nay
khong biét sg ai hét rdo.

Ga Viét Cong ddi giong than mat:

— Thoéi ma bac, thang em tdi tinh
n6 16 mang, bac bdé qua cho.

Mu Tu ctui ht mot tiéng:

— Bd qua thi bo qua chd, nhung
diing cdy cé sing muén an hiép con
nay, co gidi sao hoi nay khong ra ban
nhau vdéi linh di, tron chui tron nhui &
dau chiing ngudi ta di khoi mdéi ra lam
tang.
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Ga Viét Cong van khon khéo:

— Thoi xin bac bét gian dé tdi noi
chuyén.

— Chuyén gi néi le di dé t6i vo nha,
chua an uong gi rdo ne, tdi con phai
nau com.

— Da xin bdc it phut thoi, ching t6i
la quan doéi giai phong, ching t6i ciing
mudn mang hanh phuc ty do lai cho
dong bao. Chung t6i cau xin dong bao
thong cdm ma giup d& lai chung t6i.

— Xi, giap d& cdi gi, toi cd cdi me gi
ma giap da.

— Bac khong giup do dugc vat chat
xin giup d&d chung toi tinh than, cach
mang sé khong quén on bac.
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— Ha, chud néi cdi gi vay, chu ndi cai
gi kho nghe qua chiing, t6i khong quen
nghe tiéng Bac, chu noi tiéng Bac toi
kho nghe qua, chu la ngudi di cu ha?

— Khong thua béc, chung t6i la bo
doi gidi phong tii Bac vao day, chung toi
khong phadi 1a di cu phan dong, ching
toi...

— La cdi gi, chu nay an ndi ham ho,
rd rang chud ndi tiéng Bac, cha lai noéi
khong phai di cu, thiét la xui tdn mang,
tét nhat khong dugc... hdm nay lai gap
toan chuyén gi dau khong, t6i hom qua
cac chu ban thung ca nha toi ra, bay gic
lai dén an hiép t6i, toi khong biét gi hét,
toi van chu, t6i van cac d6ng c6 ndi lam
on di khéi day di, linh dén t6i mang
hoa lay v6i cac 6ng.
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Mu Tu cui bong tru tréo 1én, muy
khong né nang gi hét, mu uit tc vi can
nha minh bj ban thung 16 ch6, mu them
chtii béi ttt hdm qua, nhung mu con sg
nén chua dam chti, thang cha nay coi
bd hién day mu bong khong con ngan
gintia, mu lén con roi, mu lay lam khodi
vilan dau tién trén doi ctia mu lai dugc
cé ngudi ding nghe. Gid dugc xoa hai
tay mu sé thu lam, muy ddn tham minh
sé chui cho ra gi, hay chti cho cé nghia
6 ly hdn hoi. Tuy khong bang nhiing
11 1€ tuc tan, nhung phai ndng né, dang
dong tién bat gao, chtii c6 van vé nhu
me day con:

— Céc chd con nho tudi, c6 hién
lanh tu t€ thi nguoi ta méi thuong, ché
cac chu pha lang pha xém, cac chu giét
nguoi ta, nguoi ta giét lai cdc chu nhu
thang cha bi ban chét & bo song kia
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roi ba ma cac chu biét dau ma tim, cha
me nudi con chi mong con nén ngudi
ché dau muon con thanh an cudp an
trom, pha lang phd x6m, cic chu qua
lam ngudi ta méi ban méi giét cac chu.
DPang khi khong tét nhat cac chi mang
sung ra ban bdy ban ba, miy 6ng linh
Ong sung thi phai ban chét cac cha ché
sao. Chu c6 thay khong, t6i cd tréu
choc gi cac chu dau vay ma ban thung
ca nha t6i, nha tdi dung nén ciing mo
hoéi nude mat ché bd cé di dn cudp cta
ai dau, vay ma cac chu ban nha toi lai
con dén him doa toéi nay no, bat toi
gitup dd nta.

Mu Tu cti nuéc mat doanh trong,
mu sap stia khoc, mu si va ga Viét Cong
nang né, ga khong thé chiu dung dugc
hon ntia, ga x6 mu nga chai xudng dat,
ga lén dan:
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— D6 nguy phan dong!
Bong c6 tiéng la ctia ga dling gac:

— Linh nguy, linh nguy dong chi i,
dong lam.

Ga viét cong sap stia ban mu Tu
cui voi cat mii sung lén:

— Rut lui, dling nd sting kéo 16 muc
tiéu.

G4 buc tic vung chan dd mu mot
cai:

— GUi mang mu lai day, lat ra tinh!

Mu Tu cui la chéi 164, hai tén Viét
Cong co gio chay vao trong x6m trong

khi mot doan xe ché day linh chay i i
tGi. Trén xe bong c6 ngudi la:

— Coi kia!
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Mu Tu cui lé la bo 1€t ra 1€ dudng:
— Cac 6ng o0i, ctiu t0i, ctiu toi.

Bong mot trang dan tli trong xém
ban ra, c6 tiéng ngudi hét 1én, trén xe
da c6 ngudi bi trung dan, ca doan xe
diing lai, linh ao ao nhay xudng, tiéng
la hét hon loan. Pan ti trén xe ban vao
trong xém x0i xa, my Tu cti nham
nghién mat, nam bep di duéi dat, Cé
mot ngudi nao do lan dén bén mu 6m
mu lan sang bén 1€ dudng tranh tam
dan. Sung ban chiing nam phat thi
ngling, nguoi bi thuong trén xe dugc
16i xudéng mang t6i cho khuat bang bé.
Tiéng mdt nguoi si quan hoi:

— Khong ai chét ca chu?

— Da chi bi thuong, tui né ban sé
ma trung ay.
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Mu Tu cui mé bling mat, mu van
chua hoan hon, mu ngo ngac nhin moi
nguoi, mu rén u U:

— Troi oi, chét toi roi.
Mot ngudi linh cti xudng, an ui:

— Ba khong sao hét ma, chung t6i
cam on ba da ctiu chung t6i, néu khong
chung to6i con ton thit nhiéu nia, Viét
cong trong xdm c6 dong khong ba?

Mu Tu cti nhin chdam cha vao mat
nguoi linh:

— Cac onglalinh Nguy phai khong?

Ngudi linh bat man:

— Sao ba lai kéu chung toi nhu vay,
chung t6i 1a quan doi Quoc Gia dang

tiéu diét loan quan Viét Cong, ba thay
Viét Cong trong xdm khong?
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Mu Tu cui lac dau:
— Khong c6 Viét Cong.
Nguoi si quan noi:

— Bandi la, ai ban chung t6i, khong
phai Viét Cong thi la cdi tha gi vay?

Mu Tu cui van lac dau:

— Khong phai Viét Cong ma, toi c6
hoi can than roi.

— Ba héi ai?

— May cai thang ban siing dd, chung
noi chung n6 khong phai Viét Cong.

— Thé ching n6 noi cai gi?
Mu Tu cui ngam nghi mot lat:

~ A phdi, chiing né 12 quan doi gidi

phdng.
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Nguoi si quan chgt hiéu ra, anh ta
nhan mat:

— Thi ching né la Viét Cong ché
con la gi ntia, ba gia nay bi chung né
tuyén truyén roi.

Mu Tu cti kéu 1én:

— Bon né 1a Viét Cong thiét a, men
oi ai ma biét chdg, ai dé chung no lai la
Viét Cong nhi, vay ma t6i hdi nd, né lai
biéu la khong phai chg, thiét 1a chung...
chung gat toi. Phai chi biét chungla Viét
Cong da man tan ac t6i dau co them
khuyén nhu nd, heén gi minh néi diéu
phai quay cho chung né nghe, chung
nd con ban t6i nita chu. Cac ong oi,
ctu tbi, con linh Nguy nta, t6i s¢ lam
ong oi.
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Ngudi si quan biét con me nay dé
dién d6 khuing nén khong gian, anh ta
cat nghia:

— Khong lam gi céd quan nguy nao
hét, chi cé quan doi quoc gia tao thanh
Viét Cong ctiu giup dan vo t6i ma thoi.

— Khong c6 quan nguy thié¢t ha
ong?

— Khong bao gid co.

— La nhi, t6i khong hi€u gi hét, gap
nguoi nay noi thé nay, gdp ngudi kia
no6i khéc, lam sao t6i biét dugc, gap Viét
Cong t6i hdi cd phai Viet Cong khong
thi ching n6 noi sing, gap cac 6ng...

Nguoi si quan tuoi cuoi:

— Gap chung t6i cing khong chiu
nhan la quan Nguy phai khong?
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— Da dung do!
— Ba co ghét Viét Cong khong?

— Ghét chd, ching n6 ban toi, toi
khong ghét sao dugc, ching né ban
thiing ca nha t6i ra niia kia, khong thé
thuong dugc chung né.

—Ba muon chung t6i tra thu cho ba
khong?

— Ban thdy me chung no6 cho tdi.

— Bay gi¢ ba phai giap chung toi.

— Ky cuc thiét, gap ai cting doi giup,
ma giup cai gi méi dugc ché, mu Tu
cui nht tham. Pan 6ng con trai ca dong
ma cu doi ba gia bénh tat giap dé.

Mu Tu cui lac dau:

— Toi yéu dudi lam céc dng oi, toi
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dau c6 lam duogc gi dé giup cac ong.

— Chung t6i khong ddm nhd ba
gitp nhiéu, khong nhd ba lam gi hét,
ba giap chung t6i v€ tinh than.

Lai tinh than ntta, cai nha nay 6ng
lai n6i chuyén khé nghe r6i, nhung mu
ling yén xem anh ta noi gi ntia. Anh ta
noi tiép:

— Xin ba cho biét quan s6 Viét Cong
& trong nay khoang bao nhiéu?

Mu Tu cti ngdi bat day:

— Lam gi cé quan s6, c6 Viét Cong
thoi.

Ngudi si quan chiia 16i:

—Da Viét Cong d6, bao nhiéu thang
linh Viét Cong?
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- O, 6ng ndi vay c6 phai dé& nghe
hon khong, 6ng néi gi ma kho khan
qua, dau c6 nhiéu, khoang sdu bay
thang dém hom qua ching chay lac
vao day.

— Chi ¢6 sau bay thang thoi a?

— Da, chi cé thé, t6i bao dam ma,
toi ndi sai cho troi danh toi di.

— Trong x06m nay con nhiéu dan
chung khong?

— Chay hét i, chac la khong con
ai, xdm nay dau c6 dong ngudi, toi biét
mat hét ma.

— X6m nay c6 dudng nao khac ra
ntia khong?

— X6m cut, chi ¢6 mdi con dudng
nay dé€ dan chung qua lai thoi.
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— Chac chan vay chu?

— Trd&i cdi 6ng nay ndi mdi thiét ky,
ong khong tin tdi con hoi toi lam chi
vay ca.

Ngu0i si quan tuci cuoi:

— Chung t6i xin 16i ba, dugc, ching
toi sé vao bat Viét Cong cho ba coi.

— Chung n6 cé sting do coi chiing.

Ngudi si quan vO vao bang sung
ctia minh:

— Toi cling co sung vay.

Mu Tu cti nhin khau sung sau cta
nguoi si quan lac dau:

— Sing 6ng ngan qua, toi thay sung
cta chung dai hon nhiéu, dan nhiéu

thiét la nhiéu vay do, dan deo cung
minh.
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Ngudi s quan thay vui vui khi néi
chuyén v6i ngudi dan ba, anh ta vui vé:

— Ba dung lo, bon chung toi dong
ngudi ma, biét bao nhiéu la sing, cé
ca sung 16n niia, lat ntia ba coi tui toi
bat ching no, thoi bay gic ba ngdi vao
ch6 khudt, téi dang kia dn com, chac ba
chua dn com.

Mu Tu cui thay ngudi linh nay tu té
dé thuong qua, khong nhu miy thang
Viét Cong viia roi, ba vui vé di t6i ddm
linh dang ngodi an uong, bon linh mai
ba an com om som, ho kéu ba la ma,
hoéi tham ba khong ng6t miéng. Ngudi
si quan di t6i bo chi huy thao ké hoach
tan cong.

Troi da t6i han, canh quan chia
ra lam nhi€u todn bit cac 16i nghi ng6
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dich c6 thé rat lui, may truyén tin hoat
dong khong ngling, mu Tu cui nghe
thay toan nhiing tiéng la tai, mu dugc
l1énh di chuyén dén mot noi khong xa
muc tiéu tan céng bao xa, nhung an
ninh hon.

Trong x06m bon Viét Cong thinh
thodng lai ban ra mét trang dan do
dam. Bong chiéc xe c6 gan may phdong
thanh 1én tiéng kéu goi can binh Viét
Cong ra dau hang, tiéng loa gay gat de
doa:

— Cac anh da bi bao vay, mau mau
budng sung ra hang sé dugc chung to6i
khoan long, hay mau mau budng stung,
chi con nam phuat niia, nam phut cho
mang song cta cac anh.. Bon phut
nua...
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Loi kéu goi dugc dap lai bang mot
bing AK gion da, mdy phong thanh
van nhan nai kéu goi. Mu Tu cui mé&
to mat quan sat, mu chua bao gio dugc
coi danh tran, mu lo lang, hoi hop, mu
nghén c6 nhin vé€ phia nha minh, mu
run rdy noi véi mot ngudi linh sing
hom tay:

— Ong oi dling bdn chdy nha téi
nghe, t6i nghiép toi chi c6 moi mot can
nha.

Nguoi linh [am ly, mét anh sat lai,
anh khong tra 16i mu Tu cui, anh bang
qua dudng, cung cac ban dong doi
tiéng lan vao trong hém, Mdy phdng
thanh bong im lang. Mot trai sang dugc
ban vot lén trdi, anh sang chdi loa bau
troi. Sing bong nd ran, tiéng thét xung
phong vang doi. Mu Tu cti nhiam
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nghién mat, bit chdt tai, chui dau vao
mot buc tudng canh mu. Sung 16n sung
nho thi nhau n6, tiéng la hét, tiéng dan
rit lén ddu mu veo veo, tiéng budc chan
ram rap phong qua dau muy, ti€éng sung
nd ran, tién dan vao trong x6m, sing
nd tling chép, héa chau ban lién tiép
1én troi hét trai nay dén trai khac, mac
dau xa muc tién tan cong mu Tu cui
cting nam bep di khong ddim ngoc dau
day, tiéng sung n6 nghe  ca tai, mu cé
cam tudng nguoi ta ban nhau ngay sat
bén tai my, mu lo lang cho can nha cta
minh, chic han cdn nha ctia mu da nat
ra nhu tuong, thoi réi bao nhiéu mo
hoéi nudc mat trong phut choc tan tanh
ra may khdi, mu héi han vi da mach
cd linh Viét Cong nap trong xdm. Mu
nghi dén cong lao ctia minh mu tiéc
cua, mu tam tic khoc.
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Tran danh nhau dién ra su6t dém,
gan sang ngudi si quan hdi hom téi bén
canh mu tuoi cudi:

— Xong ro6i bac a, chung to6i bat
song ba tén, giét chét bon tén, xdm nha
da dugc gidi phéng hoan toan, cong
lao nay la do bac phan 16n, thiéu td tiéu
doan trudng mudn gip bac d€ cam on,

Mu Tu cui hoi ngay:
— Cdi nha cua t6i c6 sao khong?

— Khong sao ca, chi cé vainha trong
xom bi hu hai nhe, chung t6i rat than
trong trong cong viéc tdo thanh VC, cd
tranh gay thiét hai cho dong bao, chung
toi khong dung sing 16n nén bat ching
n6 mdi lau.
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Nguoi si quan d6 mu Tu cui day,
dua dén trudc mat 6ng thiéu ta tiéu
doan trudng. Ong thiéu t 1a mot ngudi
to 16n, den, c6 b ria mép ram rit, dng
ta niém né ma&i mu Tu cui ngdi xudng
mot thung dan:

— Chung t6i cdm on bdc da cung
cap tin ttic cho quan doéi rat chinh xac,
xom nha ta bay gio khong con bong
mot thang VC nao.

Ong thiéu t4 ra Iénh cho ngudi si
quan diéu ba ngudi tu binh ra:

— C6 phai may thang nay khong
bac?

Mu Tu cui nhan dién:

— Pung, ching no ¢4, cai thang nay
tinh ban t6i hoi hom.
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Mu chi mét thiang Viét Cong bi tréi
giat canh khuyu ngoi x6m dudi dat:

— N6 dd, hom qua cic 6ng khong
dén le thi no da ban chét toi roi.

— Béac c6 ghét Viét Cong khong?

— Sao lai khong ghét, t6i thu chiung
no, chung né pha lang x6m, toi day bao
chung diéu hay 1¢é phai, chung né tré
mat tinh ban t6i niia chd, cai quan bat
nhan bac ac.

Mot ngudi mdc quan 4o linh nhung
khong mang sing diing gan do ghi chép
lia lia vao mot cudn so tay, mot ngudi
khac deo trudc bung cai may gi dé day
nhg long thong di mot cai 6ng bang sat
vao miéng mu.

Ngudi ghi chép tién lai canh mu:
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— Xin phép bac lam on cho chung
toi biét quy danh?

— Ha chu noi gi vay?
— Da thua tén bac la gi?

— Tha, Nguyén thi Tha, ma cac 6ng
hoi tén toi lam gi vay?

Mot ngudi mau man tra 1oi:

— Thua bdac, bac la mot ba gia anh
bung, mdt ngudi chong Cong triét de,
thinh gid dai chung t6i can dugc biét
bac, nghe nhiing 16i tudng thuat cta
bdc, xin bac vui long tra 16i nhiing cau
hoéi cta chung t6i. Thua bac dong co
nao khién bac thu ghét gidc Cong?

— May 6ng nay an néi thiét ky cuc,
cac dng noi gi ma to6i khong hiéu gi rao?
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Ngudi phong vién dai phat thanh
vui vé, di cdi Ong noi vao miéng minh:

— Thua quy thinh gia, ba gia Nguyén
thi Tha 1a mot ngudi ban chat vo san,
vO san dén do khong hiéu nodi nhiing
cau ndi thong thudng cua phong vién
ban dai, khong mot ly do nao hung hon
hon d€ chling minh rdng ba Tha ding
la giai cdp ma ngudi cong san tling loi
dung danh nghia giai phong dé gay
nén cudc chién tranh tuong tan nay.
Viay ma ngay hom nay, mot ngudi vo
san nhu ba Tha da lén tiéng t6 cao tdi
ac ctia Cong San vong ban, xin moi quy
thinh gia nghe chinh 16i ba Tha t6 cdo
hanh dong da man ctia bon Viét Cong
da doi xu tan nhan vdéi ba, bat nguén
cho nguyén nhan khién ba Tha giup
quan doi qudc gia ha sat bon tén Viét
Cong va bat séng ba tén trén chui tron
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nhti trong x6m ba. Thua ba tai sao ba
lai ghét Viét Cong?

— Tai bon ching phd lang phd xém?

— Chung no c6 pha gi cta ba kho-
ng?

— Sao khong, chung no6 ban thung
ca nha t6i, cai nha cta to6i xay dyng trén
mo hoi nudec mat ché cd di dn cap an
trom cua ai dau.

— Thua bdc, ngoai cdi vu pha nha
béc, chung con danh dap bac khong?

— N6 ma danh cho thi phuédc, né
khong danh ché.

— Thua n6 khong danh?

— N6 tinh ban t6i, bin luén can
nha cuta tdi, toi yéu dudi, may phudc
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c6 anh em quan do¢i dén kip ché khong
toi chét roi.

— Tai sao chung né lai muén ban
bac?

— Ai biét dugc, toi noi 161 phai quay
cho chung né nghe, chung n6é khong
nghe thi chd lai tinh giét t6i, may cai
thang mat day, khong cha khong me.

Mot ngudi khac chup hinh mu Tu
cui lia lia, mu Tu cli cdm dong, mu
tham khen tai sao lai c6 nhiéu ngudi
t6t dén thé. Ong thiéu t4 moi my udng
moét ly ca phé méi pha, an mot khuac
banh mi thit hop.

Ong thiéu t4 hoi:

— Bdc c6 can tan cu khoi noi nay
khong?
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— To6i khong di dau hét, toi & lai coi
nha.

— Vay bac c6 can chung t6i giup d6
gi khong?

Mu Tu cti cudi, nhe ham rdng
khap khénh:

— Céc 6ng mudn cho gi t6i thi cho,
may hom ray cé lam dn gi dugc dau.

— Bac thay banh mi nay dugc
khong?

— Ngon, ngon ché,
Ngudi Thiéu ta mim cudi, ra 1énh
cho mdt ngudi binh si dung canh:

— Anh di lay thém banh mi va it d6
hop cho ba ay.
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Mu Tu cui di theo ngudi linh, anh
ta danh khiéng thuing d6 hop cho muy,
mu luén miéng cam on, ngudi y ta thay
chan mu ghé 16 cho mu it thudc bot,
bong gon:

— Xin bi€u bac xtc, cé dip chung
toi di qua day chung t6i sé chiia chay
cho béc.

Mu Tu cti cam dong, sudt déi mu
chua bao gid dugc ai doi xt tot véi mu
nhu bon ngudi nay, chua ai chiu noéi
chuyén nhiéu v6i muy, ngudi ta khinh
mu, mac dau mu chua lam hai ai. Mu
Tu cli rung rung nuéc mat, mu nghen
ngao noi:

— Cam on cac 6ng, cac ong doi xu
VGi toi tu té€ qua, cac dng con & lai day
khong?
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— Da thua bac chung chdu phai di,
tinh hinh chua yén.

Mu Tu cti bong thiy buén budn
trong bung, hai giot nuéc mat mu chay
dai trén go md nhan nheo.

Mot ngudi linh an ui:

— Thoi bac dling budn, tinh hinh
yén roi dong bao lai v€, xdm nay lai vui
vé nhu ngay xua.

Mu Tu cui lac dau thé dai, mu di
theo ngudi linh khiéng do vé cho nha
mu. Nhiing ngudi linh 1én xe, ca may
nguoi tu binh ciing dugc day 1én theo,
doan xe chuyén banh. Nhiing ban tay
vay lai chao mu Tu cti, mu Tu cui tap
ténh chay ra lé dudng vay theo, cho dén
khi mu khong con nhin thay doan xe,
mu thay nhu long minh mat mat mot
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cai gi quy gia lam. Mu gat nudc mat ban
than tré vao, mu nhin vao trong xém
hoang vang. nhin ra bo séng quanh
qué, mu bat gap xac thang nho bi xu
ban chiéu hom qua, chan tay co quap,
madt van ngta lén tr6i, mot ban tay véi
lén.

Budi sang nang 1én ruc r& ngoai bo
song. Mu Tu cti tré vé nha, mu s¢ vao
ting vét dan duc thung vach nha muy,
tdm vach dugc chap va bang nhiing
miéng ton, miéng sat thuing dau hoi, do
chinh ban tay mu dung nén. Mu Tu cui
nghi dén chuyén stia chiia lai can nha,
sau vu danh nhau nay mu sé son phét
lai dang hoang, mu tudng tugng dén
mau son, mu mim cudi, mu da thay hai
long lam roi.
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Tinh hinh ngay hom nay c6 vé lang
diu hon hom qua, nhung tiéng sung
van con dau doé.
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2.

{C CHET TRUONG

PHENH MUI HOI THOI
xOng lén nong ndc, ma vang chay ra tu
nhiing vét thuong hip dan dam rudi
nhdng. Troi nang gay gat, anh nang
thiéu dot cdi xdc chét t6i ngay thu ba,
khién xdc chét xam lai, hai mat nan
nhan hom sau, rang nhe ra vang khe.

Gio song long 1ong dua mui hoi
thoi xong 1én nong nac khap mdt vung.
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bam dan chay gidc da lac dac tré ve,
tride khi vao xdm ho phéi di qua nha
mu Tu cti, ho nhin thay xdc chét nam
& b song. ho bit mai chay u qua.

Mait trdn ngudi dan, nhiing trang
sung nay chi con thua thét, cé 1€ yén
dén noi. Nhiing nhan vién vé sinh van
chua cé thi gi¢ di thau lugm hét xac
chét nén xac chét nay van nam chinh
inh & day. Mu Tu cti nhiic dau nhtc 6c
vi mui hoi ham, nhung mu khong thé
lam cach nao dugc, sudt ngay mu bit
mii bang chiéc khin thdm dau Khu-
ynh Diép, vay ma mu con mudn non
oe.

Mu Tu cui lam bam chti thé, mu
1€ ra khoi giudng, mu ra ctia ding nhin
xac chét ngoai bo song, mu nghi ra mot
cach hay la minh hat cdi xdc chét xudng
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song cho yén, d€ mai day chiu gi ndi
ché.

Mu Tu cui lam cham di ra phia bo
song, mu bit chdt mai nin thé. Xac chét
bat dau riia nat, ruoi nhing dau den
kit, mu thay ghé té6m, minh lay cdi gi
ma hat cai xac nay di, khong 1€ mé tay
vao, c6 ma cui ludn.

Mu Tu cui dang ngdm nghi, chot
mu nghe thay tiéng dong phia sau
minh, mu quay phat lai, mét nguoi dan
ba dang tién dén, tay cling bit mai. Mu
Tu cui nhédn ra ngudi quen trong xom.
Nguoi dan ba ngé xac chét, rdi ngd mu
ra diéu hoi han. Mu Tu cui ra hiéu cho
nguoi dan ba theo minh vé nha. Ngudi
dan ba van giti cai khan trén mi:

— C6 phai Viét Cong bi ban chét
khong?
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— Khong biét, nhung c6 diéu thang
cha nay lam chét hai ngudi linh nén ho
xu ban.

— Vay dung la Viét Cong rdi con gi.
— Khi xt ban n6 kéu oan.

—Thang nao ma cha kéu oan, chung
no vay ca.

Ngudi dan ba mé hé chiéc khan,
phun mot bai nudc bot:

— Hoi qua chiing, n6 chét dugc may
ngay roi?

— Hom nay la ngay thu ba.
— Khong c6 ai t6i nhan xdc a?

— Chéng thdy ma nao hét, t6i dang
tinh tong cdi xdc nay xuong song.
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— Ay ché, 1am vay coi khong dugc
chut nao, thoi chiu khé ché sé vé sinh,
toi sé di kéu, nhén tién hot luon may
cai xac trong xdm, ngay trudc nha toi
mdi ac chd.

Mu Tu cti c6 vé khong bang long:

— Cho biét dén bao gid, hoi thoi
qua roi.

— Toi sé mang voi bot ra rac vo.

Nguoi dan ba ré vao trong xém,
mot lat sau ba ta tré ra xach theo mot
thung voi bot, trao cho mu Tu cui:

— Chi ra rac di, toi di kéu nguoi dén
hét.
Nguoi dan ba quay qua di, mu Tu

cui lum cum xach thung v6i bot ra phia
xac chét. Nguyén mot thuing voi bot rac
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vO xac chét ma hau nhu khong tham
thap vao dau, chat nudc vang 6 ngudi
nan nhan hat mot lodng uét hét rdo,
bay gid thi mau voi ngd sang mau vang
nho nho. Mui hoi thoi d6 di phan nao.
Troi vé chiéu, ngudi tré vé xom moai luc
mot dong, ho bu lay mu hoi tham tiu
tit:

— Khong sao ca chu?

— Cam on khong sao, ciing nho
mdy ong linh ché khong may thdng
Viét Cong ac On giét toi réi con dau,
ching n6 tan 4c da man lam cac dng
cac ba oi.

Mu Tu cti thu vi, bay gié mu tha
ho noéi chuyén v6i moi ngudi, ai cling
cham chu ding nghe mu noi, mu tré
nén mot con ngudi cé “gia tri. Nhat la
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bon con nit khodi nghe mu ta lai tran
tan cong ban dém cua linh Quéc Gia
vao x0m tiéu diét cdng san.

Bong mot nguoi dan 6ng hoi mu:

— Chi 1a Nguyén thi Tha phai
khong?

Mu Tu cti ngac nhién:

— Sao Ong biét tén t6i?

— Bdo chi dang tim lum, dai phat
thanh cling ndi vé€ thanh tich cta chi
nua.

— Toi lam gi dau ma c6 thanh tich?

—Ngudi ta phong chi la anh hung,
la ba gia giét gidc, chi da c6 cong ciu
mot tiéu doan va huéng dan quan doéi
giét gidc trong x6m nha.
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Mu Tu Cui chodng vang ca nguoi
vi su noi tiéng bat tt cia minh, mu lap

bap:
— T6i toi qua, toi lam dugc gi dau.

— Thiét ma, ai ndi choi véi chi lam
chi, dai phat thanh néi ché bo... dé toi
sé kiém t6 bao c6 dang hinh chi dua
chi coi.

Tat ca moi ngudi cé mat & dé déu
nhin mu bang con mat khéc thudng.
Co ngudi con ndi le qua ta. Mu Tu cui
lai dugc dip ndi chuyén tia lia, mu khoe
khoang thanh tich ctia minh, thém nha
mu Tu cii hdm nay nghet ngudi. Ai
cing muon nhin mu rd hon, tim chan
tudng mu. Mot ngudi ndi:

— To6i c6 nghe chi chti Viét Cong
trén dai phat thanh.
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Mu Tu cui cudi sung sudng:

— Ua, chuii thdy me chtiing chg, nghé
cua toi ma ba con.

Moi ngudi cudi ra rugi vi cau noi
duyén déng ctia mu Tu cui.

Pang luc moi ngudi ndi chuyén
vui vé, chiéc xe di hot xac chét chay
t6i, ddm lao cong dung trén xe nhay ao
xudng, ngudi nao ngudi ndy miéng bit
khdén, trong thung xe cé chit dam bay
xac chét thai rinh, chan tay 1éu nghéu.
Pam dong hiéu ky téi ng6 vao thung
xe, bon lao cong chay ngay xudéng bo
song lam viéc, chi nam phut sau ho
da khiéng dugc xac chét quang lén xe,
xong xuoi ho vo trong x6m khiéng nét
may xdc chét Viét Cong, phut choc
chiéc xe day xac ngudi. Mot nguoi lac
dau:
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— Bon chét tré bat dac ky tt nhu
vay linh lam do, 6 xom nay ciing phai
lo cting kiéng.

Chiéc xe chuyén banh vé hudng
thanh pho, chan tay ngudi chét tho ra
ngoai thung xe lac lu. Pam dong hiéu
ky ai lo vé nha nay don dep. Dan trong
x6m dén moilic mot dong dao, khi troi
chang vang t6i moi ngudi da vé dong
da. May man khong c6 ai lam sao.

Troi xdm xdm t6i bong c6 mot
ngudi dan ba hét hai chay dén bo song
tdc tai ba ta bo phd. mat mai nhem
nhudc, la 16i:

— Con t6i dan, troi oi con toi dau
roi?

Nguoi dan ba gao khoc ké 1€:
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— Con t0i, trdi oi con t0i, xdc no ai
lay di dau rdi, cac ong cac ba co biét
nguoi ta mang xdc n6 di dau khong,
lam on chi cho to6i.

Mu Tu cui dang ngdi an com, bo
chén dtia ding day ra ngoai, mu hdi
ngudi dan ba:

— Cai xac chét & bd song nay la con
chi ha?

— Da con t6i, né dau roi ha ba?

— Hoi sdng ngudi ta hot di roi,
nhung tai sao chi lai biét 1a con chi?

— M6i hoi chiéu nay c6 nguoi vé
noi véi toi, dung néd ma, nd mat tich
may ngay hom nay.

— Toi ¢6 coi vu xt ban no neé, phai
no6 c6 mdc cdi 4o soc xanh khong?
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— Dung rdi, t0i nghiép con t6i, n6
dau cé lam gi nén toi.

— N6 khong phai la Viét Cong a?

— Trdi oi, oan cho no, ba no la linh,
anh no ciing di linh, nd lam sao ma di
theo Viét Cong cho dugc.

— Vay ma ngudi ta ndi no 1a Viét
Cong day, bé n6 khong co gidy to gi
rdo sao’?

— C6 chg, nhung c6 diéu nd tron
quan dich.

Mu Tu cui ké lai ttt ddu dén cudivu
xt ban thang bé, ngudi dan ba khoc loc
tham thiét, ba ta ngdi bét ngay xudng
cho xac thang bé nam chét cao cau dat
cat:

— Con 0i con, con dau xanh da lam
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nén toi tinh gi ma con chiu chét tham
vay con, ma nudi nang con ca hai chuc
nam trdi con chua kip nén ngudi con
da phai bo ba ma ra di, troi dat oi con
toi co toi tinh gi...

Nguoi dan ba via khdc loc via
chui béi khong tiéc 161, ba ta lan 16n
duéi dat, mu Tu cli danh dung nhin,
mu cling thady ngdm ngui lay, mot vai
nguoi trong x6m ra khuyén giai ba ta:

— Thaoi budi chién tranh hon tén
mii dan, ba diing buén khé lam chi,
thoi vé lo cung kiéng cho né dugc giai
thoat.

Nguoi dan ba da chiu ngdi day,
chli nudc mat:

— Céc 0ng cac ba coi t6i c6 thé xin
lai x4c né chon cat khong?
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Mot ngudi dan 6ng ra vé hiéu biét
tra 16i lién:

— Toi thay ngudi ta noi may xdc
chét vo thiia nhan nha nudc dem thiéu
di hodc chon vao mét ho tép thé, ba céd
tim cling vo ich.

Mot ngudi khdc khuyén:

— Thoi ba vé€ lo cung kiéng cho n6
di, néu co6 tién thi lap cho ndé mot cai
miéu & day di.

Sau con than khdéc ngudi dan ba lai
ké 1€, ba ta ndi dén nhiing dtc tinh tét
cta dda con:

— Trong may anh em né la thang
hién lanh nhat nha, ca ngay khong noi
mot tiéng bi€u lam sao nd theo Viét
Cong cho dugc. Pém hém qua nam
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ngu t6i mo thay né vé khdc 1dc véi t6i,
nguoi n6 dam mau.

— Vay thi nd linh lam d6 ba a.

— C6 gang lap cho n6 mot cai miéu
di.

— Da t6i sé c6 gang, n6 chét bat dac
ky ti kho ma siéu thodt dugc.

Mu Tu cui nhanh nhau:

— Ba ct 14p cai miéu di, téi toi toi
ra thap nhang cho nd, con ba ciing nhu
con toi vay ma.

— Da cam on ba c6 long t6t.

— Khong cé chiloan lac chi em giup
nhau ma.

Ngudi dan ba cuong quyét:
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— Pugc nhit dinh ngay mai toi sé
cho nguoi dén lap cho n6 mot cai miéu

G day.

Ngudi dan ba c6 vé cam tinh dac
biét véi mu Tu cui. Ba ta lau nuGc mat,
héi mu Tu cui:

— Nha ba & dau?

Mu Tu cui chi can nha cua minh:

— Ngay kia, hom ban céu 4y c6 t6i
coi tii dau dén cubi ma.

- Ba & déy tién qua, toi toi thap
nhang gitum con t0i, toi sé dua tién cho
ma Xai.
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3.

ROI TOL MU TU CUI LAM

CHAM RA khéi nha, trén
tay mu cam ba nén nhang, mu téi céi
miéu cam vao trong cai lon stia bo, mui
nhang téa ra thom ngat mu ding trudc
miéu lam rdm khan vai:

— Nhoé 0i, may phu ho cho tao lam
dn kham kha, tao mua nai chuoi vé
cung may, hoi nay tao ket qua, ma may
da lau khong thiy dén, nhung tao van
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nhé may moi téi tao thap nhang cho
may déu dan, tao thuong may nhu con
may biét khong?

Tiéng khan vai cia mu Tu cti nho
dan, khan xong mu dung nhin ra phia
bd song. gid song ban dém mat 1ong
10ng, troi t6i den, dudng sa vang vé,
thinh thoang md&i c6 mot chiéc xe hoi
chay qua, hau hét la xe nha binh ché
linh tuan tiéu. Cai miéu cat bén canh 1€
dudng, dudi mdt goc cay canh 1d sum
sué, cach noi thang bé bi ban chét hoi
hai thang triudc chting nam thudc.

Cai miéu don so, dugc dung 1én
bang nhiing miéng gb thung siia bo do
ngudi me thuong con, phia trong miéu
c6 hinh thang nhoé dugc 1ong kiéng,
mot bat nhang bang lon stia bo son do.
Tl mot thdang nay ngudi me nan nhan
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khong con dén niia. Hinh nhu ba ta da
ngudi dan dau kho, ba ta phai lo lam
an. Chi con lai mu Tu cui cu t6i dén lai
ra miéu thap nhang khan vai, tti khi c6
cai miéu nay mu cing dé buon, mu cé
chuyén dé nghi dén, suot ngay mu ngoi
G ctia chon 16ng ga, nhan tién trong
chiing con nit khong cho chung pha
phach cai miéu, bon nhé & xém nay
ran mat, mat day, chung hay ra cai cay
canh miéu choi, c6 thang con leo 1én
cay vach cu dai vot cin cau qua miéu.
Mu Tu cui chui khan ca giong, chung
cang choc mu di. Bénh hay chti cua
mu lai tai phat, 16i x6m xa lanh mu
nhu ngay nao, ho khéong con muon day
vao mu niia, nguoi ta cling quén luon
thanh tich ba gia giét gidc cia my, mu
Tu ctii buc bdi vi khong con ai con nodi
dén mu niia, dai phat thanh khong con
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dung mu dé€ tuyén truyén nda, giac da
lui xa thanh phd, nén thanh tich cta
mu ciing chim theo. Giéi nghiém tré
lai 12 gi6 nhu hoi trudce tét Mau Than.

Mu Tu cui ding ngam nghia cai
miéu cay khong son phét coi lam nham
khong dep chut nao hét, my tham nhau,
néu c6 tién mu sé mua son do son cho
thiét dep, hom trudc mu cé dé nghi véi
ba me nan nhan, ba ta &m U ro6i téi hom
nay cting khong thay dén. Con ngudi
thiét1a vo tinh, méi khoc 16c tham thiét
dé ma da quén ngay roi.

Mu Tu cui dang suy nghi lan man
v€ mau son cai miéu bong mu gidt minh
vi 0 tiéng chan t6i canh my, a con nho
thg may trong x6m di lam vé. Con nhé
khong queo vao x6m, nang téi bén
canh muy, mu nhin thay nu cud6i nang
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trong bong t6i m& mdo, nang méi dén
xO0m nay & dugc may ngay nay, gia dinh
nang thu¢c hang nghéo khd, ngudsi cha
dap xich 16, ba me ban ché dau xanh
bot loc nudc dua, ho di sudt ngay.

Nang t6i canh mu:
— Bac chua di ngu a?

balau mu Tu cli méi cé mot nguoi
héi han dén, mu héan hoan:

— Hay con s6m ma cO.
Nguai thiéu ni nhin cai miéu:

— B bac c6 ba con véi ngudi chét
nay sao?
— Ba con gi dau co, thdy thing nho

chét tham thi toi thuong tinh vay thoi
t0i nghiép chét oan chét tic.
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Ngudi thiéu n@ hinh nhu muon
kéo dai cau chuyén:

— Bac thiét la nguoi tot.

Mu Tu cli sung suéng, mu han
hoan ti€p tuc cau chuyén:

— Co gi dau, minh lam phudéc ma.
Nguoi thi€u nt to mo hon:
— Béac ¢ day lau chua?

— Lau lam roi, ti ngay cai x6m nay
md&i co may nha, bay gio dong duc vay
dé co.

— Béac c6 chong con gi khong?
Mu Tu cti chan nan:

— Thoéi néi dén chuyén chong con
lam gi cho thém chdn c¢6 oi, song mot
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minh vay khoe, gia minh c6é chét nha
nudc cting khong dé théi ra ma sg, sé
vé sinh sé dén hét di nhu thang nhé
nay, thang chong t6i, troi oi thiét 1a cai
thang tr6i danh bé bai, t6i dudi nd di
tu lau roi ¢o a.

Nguoi thi€u nii cudi khinh khich:

— Bac lam vay khong s¢g chong bac
buodn sao?

— Thay ké né chg, t6i dau cé 1a moi
ma nuoi né hoai dugc, sudt ngay rugu
che bé tha, vé nha n6 con danh toi lay
tién di danh bac ntia chd, toi chiu kho-
ng noi, toi phai duoi nd di, bay gic kho-
ng biét n6 ¢ dau, khong chiing nd chét
roi cling nén. Toi vai troi cho nd chét
ludn, cdi giong gi ma thuong khong
ndi chg.
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— Bac khong c6 con a?

— Khong, phai chi t6i c6 mot dia
thi sung suéng biét may:.

Ngudi thi€u nii lai cudi:

— Téi lam con béc, bac chiu khong?

Mu Tu cui nhin ngudi thiéu ni,
nhin that ky vao nang:

— T6i nghiép téi ma, cd nodi choi
lam chi vay?

— Néu t6i noi thiét thi sao?

— Toi dau dugc cdi han hanh vay
c0, toi gia nua xau xi, nghéo khé.

— T6i c6 hon gi ba dau, minh ciing
ngheo kho v6i nhau, minh quy mén

nhau la chuyén thudng ma, lau lau t6i
chay qua chay lai tham viéng ba...
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Mu Tu cui cti gdm mdt, mu cam
dong, bao nhiéu nam qua ro6i, bay gio
mu mdi dugc mdt ngudi noéi véi mu
nhting cau chan tinh, my khong ddm
nhin vao thing mdit ngudi con gii,
nhung trong long mu dang lén mot
niém cdm mén sau xa. Mu ngudc lén
nhin troi dém:

— Hinh nhu khuya lam r6i do6 c6?

— Da t6i vé, mai moét toi ra tham
bac nhé.
— Ua co vé.

Ngudi thiéu nii quay lung di, nang
lan vao trong bong dém, mu Tu cui
nhin theo, mu bang hoang.

Ngudi thi€éu nii ding trudc ctia nha
minh, canh ctia khép, trong nha t6i om
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om, nang khé day canh ctia, bong trong
bdng t6i co ti€éng ngudi nodi:

— C06 Ba dé phai khong?
— Da t06i, ai dé?
— Anh Nam day.

Ngudi thiéu ni vao han trong nha,
nang quen thudc véi 16i xuat hién ctia
anh Nam, 1an nao anh Nam dén ciing
vao buoi toi, ngudi dan dng va nguoi
dan ba ma nang dugc lénh nhan lam
cha me déu phai ving mit. Nang chua
bao gié dugc nhin r6 mat anh Nam,
nang chi bi€t anh Ndm 1a mét ngudi to
16n va c6 vé 16n tudi. Lan nao anh Nam
dén, anh cling & lai can nha nay suot
dém véi nang, va di nhién nang phai
chiéu su doi hoéi ctia anh, anh ra di khi
trdi chua sang réo mdt ngudi.
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Anh Ndm ngoi trén di-vdng, anh ta
goi nho:

— Lai day em, a déng cua lai da.

Ngudi thi€u ni dugc kéu la Ba
ngoan ngodn lam theo 161 anh Néam,
khi nang ngdi xudng di-vang vong tay
anh Ndm choang lay vai nang:

— Sao em, cong tac ctia em di dén
dau roi?

— Da lam than v&i con me cui roi.
— Em nén cén than.

— Da khong c6 gi dang nguy hiém
lam.

— Em can phdi dé cao canh giac,
diing qua khinh dich, em nén nhé mu
ta la mot ké rit nguy hiém.
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Ba cudi nhe, anh Nam chinh ngay:

— B¢ em khong tin mu ta 1a nguoi
nguy hiém sao?

Ba noi ngay:

— Thiét tinh em chua dugc réo mu
ta nguy hiém & cho nao, nhung qua cau
chuyén viia r6i mu noi v6i em, em thay
mu la mot ngudi dan ba thuong lam.

— Em tin vay?

— Da, em nghi rang nhéin xét cua
em khong dén noi té lam.

Anh Nam t6 vé that vong:

— Anh khong de co6 di¢p vién xuat
sac nhat cta mat khu Ba Thu lai ngay
tho qua vay, c6 thé em 1am lan ché cip
chi huy em khong thé lam lan. Mét mu
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dan ba tam thudng nhu vay, tai sao lai
phai cti anh t6i day thudng xuyén, em
da biét anh chi chuyén moén lam an
nhting vu l6n.

— Vay vu nay la vu I6n sao anh?

— béang 1é ra em khong dugc hoi
anh ciu ay, em phai ty hi€u ldy, anh
mudn em diéu tra that kj cang vé muy,
bdo cdo cho anh, néu khong bao nhiéu
CO sG cua ta § vung nay sé vo hét vé tay
muy, hai t6 diac cong cta ta trong xém
nay da v& roi d6. Mu nguy trang that
khéo 1éo d& dién d& khung, nhung la
mot ké rat nguy hiém.

Ba lang thinh, nang c6 tim cdi
nét di¢p vién & con ngudi mu Tu cui,
nhung nang khong tim thdy mot chut
nghi ngd nao, ngoai thanh tich “ba gia
gi€t gidc” ctia mu hoi Tét Mau Than,
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néu la diép vién nguy hiém cua phia
bén kia, khong dsi nao ho lai dai dot
mang mu ra la 16i om som nhu vay chi
cé ngudi ta dung mu lam mot cdi moc
dé tuyén truyén trong nhat thdi. Nang
hoang mang vi cong tac nang dugc giao
phd, nang can dugc da thong tu tudng
khi lam cong tac. Ba hoi anh Nam:

— Chac chan cac anh & trén nghi
mu nay ha

— Chac ché sao khong, anh c6 thé
noi thém cho em rd, con mu nay chi
dugc moc ndi té cdo bay ngudi anh em
minh v6i linh nguy hoi tét, mu la ngudi
biét tat ca nhiing ngudi trong x6m, ai
mudn vao xo6m déu phai di qua nha
mu, ngudi ctia minh gai vao xém nay
mu déu biét hét, nghia la mu biét ngudsi
nao la, nguoi nao quen...
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Ba cudp loi:

— A em hiéu r6i, nghia 1a muy ta la
mot thi chi diém.

— Chinh vay, nhung 1a thi chi diém
nguy hiém.

— Rac ro6i qua nhi.

— Em rdng hoan thanh cong tac, lay
nhting tai liéu that chinh xac vé mu.

Tu tudng ctia Ba da hoan toan dugc
da thong, nang gat dau:

— Da em sé c6 gang.
— Nhé la phai that khéo 1éo day.

Anh Nam dting day, béng t6i trong
can nha nho bao trum hinh anh anh
Nédm, Ba van khong thay dugc anh ta,
nang dé nghi:
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— Em thap mot ngon dén nho 1én
nhé.

Anh Nam véi can:
— Ay ché.

CoO Ba nghe tiéng céi do sot xoat,
nang md canh ctia phia sau nha, gié
mat l6ng 10ng, nang nhin thap thodng
trong bong dém thdy con song udn
khuc phia cu6i xém.

Anh Ném t6i phia sau Ba, nang
cam thay hoi thd cta anh ta phia sau
c6 minh, mot vong tay ran chac choang
quanh ngudi nang, mot ny hon 4m uét
ddt trén c6 nang, mdt chut nudc bot

dinh lai & d6.
Ba g& tay anh Nam:

— Cho em tam mot cai di.
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Vong tay anh Nam néi long dan,
nang quay trd vao trong nha tim quan
40, nang cau nhau trong bong toi:

— T6i mo mo khong biét dudng nao
ma tim.

— Chiu khé di em a, bao gi¢ gidi
phdéng nét mién Nam em thay mat anh
cing khong mudn ma.

Ba ht mo¢t tiéng nho, nang da tim
dugc quan 4o, nang lai mé& ctia trd ra
budng tam, trdi thiét 1a ndng nuc. Cin
buong tam 19 thién, nang cé thé nhin
thdy bau trdi day sao phia trén dau.
Nang nghe tu xa vong lai ti€ng ca vong
c6 6 mot cdi ra-do nao do, tiéng ca kéu
goi nguoi 6 bén kia chién tuyén trd ve,
tiéng ca chiéu hoi. Nang dang la ngudi
& bén kia chién tuyén. Pa bon nam
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nay nang & v6i ho, nang nhan nhiing
cong tac, da bon ndm nang khong thay
lai qué huong. Nang nhé nhiing budi
ngo6i thuyén xudi ngugc v6i cha me
trén khap song rach mién Hau Giang.
Nhiing budi téi troi nhu dém nay nang
ndm trén mui thuyén ngtia mdt nhin
sao, nang nhu con nghe tiéng may
chan vit chay 11, tiéng song vo vao man
thuyén, ngay thang ay bay gid xa xo6i
qua doéi véi nang roi, chiéc do da dam
mang theo than xdc cua cha me nang,
nang con nghe nhu dau do tiéng may
bay, bay lugn trén dau minh, nhiing
trang dan lam s6i réo mdt song. Cho
dén bay gio thi nang chua thé biét cudc
doi nang sé téi dau, nang song nhu mot
ké v0 vong, nang nhén Iénh va thi hanh
nhu mot cdi may, nang tré thanh mot
cong cy, mot con ho ly cho nhiing ké
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ma nang chua tling biét mat, qua mot
dém ngt lai cdn nha nay, anh Nam, anh
Ba, roi anh Tu, nang chi biét ho 1a mot

ké dong

chi, nang khoéng rdé gi hon, ho cling
khong can biét tén tudi that cua nang,
xong viéc roi di, di luc troi chua sang rod
mat nguoi.

Mot ndi budn day 1én trong long
nang, Ba dung chiéc khan mdt budc téc
lén dinh dau, nang vdc nudc trong chau
thau xoa 1én mat minh, nudc mat lanh
lam nang tinh tdo cd ngudi. Nang muc
mot gao nudc doi 1én than thé minh.

Ba bong nghe tiéng may bay truc
thang canh canh trén dau minh, nang
ngta mdt nhin 1én, bdng may bay lén
vat qua, nang nhin thay nhiing cham
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den xanh dé, nang chgt nhé dén anh
linh tau bay mdi budi t6i khi nang &
tiém may vé cli ca ra theo nang tan
tinh, anh chang chiu kho, nhan nai,
anh chang kha dep trai, dn ndi duyén
dang, nang chua bao gi¢ tra 16i véi
han cau nao, nhung nang lai thay long
minh x6n xang ky la, nang biét dan 6ng
that nhiéu, nhung nang chua hé biét
yéu duong la gi, lan dau tién trong doi
nang dugc nghe nhiing cau noi tinh tu
do, 6i nhiing 16i ndi ngot ngao nhu mat
ong:

— Em a sao em t¢ bac vdi anh vay,
em khong noéi voi anh mot tiéng sao,
anh di theo em té&i t6i ngay hom nay la
ngay thu ba muci bon rdi, ndi véi anh
mot tiéng di, em chti anh ciing dugc,
ct chti anh di...
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Ba nhin vao mat ga, nang lai nhé
dén vu chét tham ctia cha me, ciing
nhiing chiéc may bay, han 1a linh tau
bay, khong thé dugc, nang nhu tham.

— Em Ba 0i, sao lau vay em?

Tiéng anh Nam goi phia trong nha
lam tinh con mo, nang lau ngudi, mac
v0i quan 4o, nang khong ban quan do
16t phia trong, nang ri mai téc xuong,
nang khép ctia budng tam di vao nha.

Anh Nam doén nang & cua, anh ta
lup chyp 6m lay nang, ngudi anh ta
néng hoi hdi, nang thoang ngui thay
mui mo hoéi dan 6ng, nang g6 tay anh
ta ra:

— Khoan nao anh, anh di tim
khong?
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— Khoi can.

Ba hoi khé chiu vé mui mo hoi
ctia anh, nong va hoéi, nang quay mat
di tranh nu hon cua anh Ndm, nang
van khong g& dugc tay anh, bung nang
cham vao chat thép lanh, cdi sung, lac
nao anh ta cling mang sing. Ba phan
d6i mot cach tiéu cuc:

— Khoan nao dau em.
— Cdi sung ha em?

- Da.

— D€ anh bo ra nhé.

Anh Nam lay khau sung ra khoi
lung quan. Anh dua Ba dén bén giuong,
diu nang nga xudng giuong:

— Anh d€ khau sing & dau giudng,
anh da khéa an toan can than roi.
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Ba xudi tay. nang mdc cho anh
Ndm muoén lam gi thi lam, nang khong
con su nong nhiét, nang lai chgt nghi
dén ngudi linh khong quén, nghi dén
vé hao hoa ctia han.

Cdi bong anh Nam chap chon
trudc mdt nang, nang nghe hoi thé cta
anh, hoi thé hoi lam nang muo6n quay
mat di, nhung nang khong thé quay di
dudgc, ban tay anh Nam d& lay khudn
mdt nang, anh ta hon lén mat lén moi
nang, nang nham nghién mat, nang
khong con htng thu gi niia, nang chiu
dung nhu mot cyc hinh.

Ba nin thd, nang nhu mdt ké ngup
xuong nudc sap kiét stic, nang dung hét
ca stic tan ctia minh dé ddy anh Nam
ra.
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— Thoi anh.

Nhung nang khong thé g& noi vong
tay si€t chdt ctia anh Nam, nang danh
thuc tht, nang khong thay khodi cam,
nang chi thay kho chiu, kho chiu ngoai
stic chiu dung ctia minh. Tiéng ndi cua
anh Nam hap tap:

— Ngoan nao em, ngoan nao dong

chi.

Ba chiu dung, con chiu dung cta
nang day kho cuc, cho t6i khi anh Nam
ndm ldn sang canh nang.

Ba khong ndéi mot cau, nang md
mat thao lao nhin trong béng dém day
ddc, nang khong nhin r6 mat anh Ném,
nang md mat d6 nhung nang khong
muon nhin thay gi, nang khong hiéu
hom nay tai sao nang ky cuc vay, nhiing
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lan khdac cé sao dau, nang cling chiu
dung, nang coi nhu chuyén ty nhién,
nang khong cé mot chut suy nghi van
1én trong long, dém nay nang bong trd
nén nghi ngoi, nang nghi ngoi vé than
phan minh, tuong lai minh sé ra sao,
nang dang nghi dén diéu 4y. Nang bong
nghi dén ga khong quan, nhiing 16i tan
tinh ctia ga, nhiing hta hen, 6 nhiing
htia hen that binh thudng, mdt can
nha, anh di lam, em di may, nhiing dda
con, 6i tiéng noi that 1a thanh khin.

Ba tu trach minh, tai sao minh lai
c6 thé tin dugc nhiing 16i htia hen ay.
Loi hda hen cta moét tén linh nguy, tu
khi nang mat cha me, nang chi dugc
nguoi ta day phai biét cam thu, phai hy
sinh tat ca cho cach mang, nang da hy
sinh, viia r6i nang lai hy sinh nta, va
cd lé nang sé con phai hy sinh mai mai.
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Co phai viéc nang chiu dung viia roi la
da hy sinh cho cach mang khong? Tai
sao nang phai ng v6i han, ma khong
dugc biét mat han, nang khong dugc
quyén biét mat tat ca nhiing ké d&n nam
v6i nang. Cach mang, cach mang, Ba
14m bam.

Vong tay anh Nam lai choang qua
nguoi nang, nhiing ngdn tay tham lam,
to mo, hinh nhu khong bao gid biét
chdn Ba cau mat trong bong t6i, nang
g6 nhiing ngoén tay ay ra:

— Thoi chu.

Anh Nam lai doi hoéi, anh ta 6m
cliing lay nang, anh ta tham lam, anh ta
khong con la mot cip chi huy, khong
con 1la mdt ngudi cong san sat da, anh
ta doi hoi, doi héi moét cach tan tinh.
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Anh Ndm da ngu say, anh ta ngay
hoi 16n. Ba thay minh c¢6 don, nang
nghe tiéng moi chat 1ugi trén mai nha,
nang nghe tiéng muodi doi bay vo ve
ngoai mung, Trong dém nay chi con cé
minh nang, minh nang con thiic. Nang
nghe tiéng siing tl xa vong lai, van con
nhiéu ngudi thiic, ho dang cau xé nhau
dé. Ba lai nghi dén nhiém vu nang
dugc giao pho, diéu tra vé hanh tung
cia mdt con me gid dién gid khung,
nang sé phai cAim sting ban vao dau mu
sao? Nang thay khong kho khan gi khi
phai lam viéc 4y, nang la mot ddc cong,
nhiém vu ctia nang phai thi hanh ménh

lénh.

Ba nam dich xa anh Nam, bong
nang dung phai chat thép & khau sing
K51, khau sting ctia anh Nam. Ban tay
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nang dé€ nguyén & do, nang bong hoi
hop, nang nhin vé phia anh Nam, nang
chi thidy béng anh ta m¢ mo. Bong anh
Ndm cya minh, Ba véi giuyt tay lai, nang
ndam yén nghe ngdng, bong nang thay
anh ta ngap mot tiéng, anh ta dua cai
c6 tay co deo dong ho da quang lén, r6i
anh ta ngoi day, anh ta lan mo tim khau
sung, tiéng mdc quan 4o cta anh ta sot
soat, anh ta chui ra khéi mung, ra phia
sau nha muc nudc ria mdt, sic miéng.
Hinh nhu trdi gan sdng roi, Ba ty hoi.
Anh ta bao gi¢ cling day sém trudc khi
nhin ra mdt ngudi. Anh ta cé tai ngu
can rat dung gio, y nhu la may la moc.

Ba xoay minh nam nghiéng, anh
Ném da rtia mat xong, anh ta mo mam
vao giuong, dat mot tay lén vai Ba, lai
doi hoi nita chang, lan nay Ba cuong
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quyét ddy tay anh Nam ra, anh Nam
ngoi thil ngudi mot 1at roi lai ti€p tuc
lay vai Ba:

— Em tinh lai mé6t chat di, anh dén
cai nay.

A, thi ra anh sip di, Ba sip thoat
nog, Ba gid by choang thic giac:

— Cai gi do?

— Day em, anh di day.

Mic du Ba hoi buc minh, nhung
nang khong ddm hon hao, nang da nhé
mot tiéng, anh Nam cui sat xuong madt
nang, anh ta mdi sic miéng nén cdi
miéng d& hoi thoi hon hoi toi:

— Em nhé phai thi hanh ménh 1énh
cho nghiém chinh nghe chua?
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- Da.
Ba bong noi thém:

— Em van thi hanh moi ménh 1énh
déu déu nghiém chinh.

Y nang mudn noi dén ca céi ménh
lénh phai ngl v6i anh hay bat cu ai,
nhung nang khong thé ndi hét nang
sé bi nguy hiém. Anh Nam hinh nhu
khong buén dé y dén 16i noi do cta
nang, hay anh ta c6 tinh khong hiéu,
anh ta noi tiép:

— Em can d€ cao canh gidc, 1an nay
em gdp mot doi thu lgi hai, néu em
khong khéo 1éo em sé bi né qua mat
em.

— C6 can phai giét né khong?
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— Em chua cé 1énh, néu giét no
cling phai c6 ké hoach dang hoang.

— Di nhién!

— Nhung khong phéi cia em ma
cua trén dua xuong, theo anh thay thi
lac nay giét mu ta chua lgi.

- Dé mu d6 lam gi, mu la phan tu
nguy hiém ma.

— Em ct thi hanh dang lénh, em
diing bat anh giai thich nhiéu, va lai
anh ciing chang biét gi hon nén khong
thé giai thich dugc.

Anh Ndm da ban xong quan 4o,
anh ta kiém soat lai khau sting, anh mé

chot ctia, nhin ra ngoai hém, anh ta dat
tay 1én vai Ba:

— Anh di nghe em.
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Ba té ra ngoan ngoan:

- Da.

Anh ta kéo sat Ba lai, hon g& nang
mot cai:

— Nhé thi hanh cong tac cho dung
dan.

Anh Ném ldch minh ra ngoai cta,
Ba mét moi ding tua lung vao khung
clia, nang nghe tiéng budc chan anh
Nam xa dan.
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A

W{’) KHOCLOC, KE LE, KEU
OAN, NO néi linh hén né
khong dugc siéu thodt, khdc 16c ni non
chdn no leo 1én cdi cay kia, n6 danh du
va hat véo von, nhiéu dém no hién ra
ca may tiéng dong ho. Toi ndp trong
khe ctia nay nhin ra, nén n6 khong hay
biét gi hét, cai dua chét non lai bat dac
ky tt nia linh thiéng lam, t6i chiu khé
cung kiéng cho nd, ma n6 bd no roi thi
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minh san s6c no vdy, mit mat gi dau
ma lo, né con phut hd minh nita.

Mu Tu cti viia n6i chuyén véi moét
nguoi dan ba trong xdm viia quét nudc
son do 1én tuong van cai miéu, mu da
son gan xong, mu dung lui lai ngadm
nghia, mu nheo mat, hoi y kién ngudi
dan ba:

— Son mau dé nay hgp ché.

— Dung, son miéu dinh chua ai
cing son mau do hét, dau co ai son
xanh bao gid.

Ba ta ding nhin cdi miéu rdi nhin
cai cay bén canh, ba ta khong biét cai
cay nay la cay gi, ba ta hdi mu Tu cui:

— Chi biét cai cay nay tén cay gi
khong?
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— Ai biét dugc, cai cay nhd nhung
sum sué, bdi vay téi phdi cung kiéng
ché khong hon thang nho khong duge
siéu thoat, n6 thanh chan tinh & cai cay
nay thi cing phién lam.

Nguoi dan ba gat dau:

— Chi nghi thé la phai, chi cing
kiéng di, toi gép vao d6 mot nai chudi.

— Cang né biét dau no khong dén
dap minh, minh ct cau xin moét diéu gi

do.

— Toi thi khong cau xin gi hét,
nhung cé diéu thay nd chét tdi qua thi
toi thuong hai vay thoi.

Mu Tu clii cdm cui son phét, muy lai
ké chuyén thang nhé hién hon, muy néi
di ndi lai khong chdn miéng, ngudi dan
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ba khong biét mu ndi that hay ndi ddc,
nhung ba ta van nhan nai nghe. Ba ta
nhin bong nang, nghi troi da mudn roi,
ba can vé nha niu dn, ba ta xach cai gié
1én:

— Théi téi vé nhé chi Tu, chiéu toi
ra, t0i hom nay minh cung kiéng cho
dia nhd, t6i nghiép no, linh hon néd
khong dugc siéu thoat day ma, dang 1é
ma nd phai lap dan cung cho né.

Mu Tu cti dai miéng ra phé binh:

— Oi con ngudi vo tinh 4y néi ra
lam chi, khi nao t6i gap lai chi ta toi
chti cho coi.

Nguoi dan ba di vo x6m, vé nha, dét
cai gio dén phich xuong ctia, mé khoa,
ngudi dan ba hang xdm ngo sang:
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— V& mudn qua vay chi Sau?

— Téi mac chat cong chuyén.

— Hoi nay di chg vé tdi thay chi
ding noéi chuyén v6i con me Tu cui

\

ma.

— Da, t6i ndéi chuyén vé dtia nho
chét oan doé.

Cau noi ap mé ggi tinh tO6 mo cua
chi hang x6m:

— Sao, vu thang nhé lam sao?

— N6 hién linh réi.

— N0 hién linh, ma hién linh ra sao

ché?

Chi Sdu da md ctia xong, chi ta
xach gid vao trong nha, ngudi dan ba
hang xém vo theo:
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— To6i ranh, cé viéc gi t6i lam d& chi.

— NAiu ndi com va lam it moén do an
ché co gi dau.

— D€ t6i nau com cho, gao dé€ cho
nao.

— Khap gao trong nha.

Ngudi dan ba hang x6m héi chuyén
luén miéng vé dua nho:

— Vay n6 hién linh, c6 thanh thanh
khong chi nhi.

— Ai biét dugc, nhung c6 diéu n6
chua lam hai ai hét, néu minh biét cung
kiéng, né con phu ho cho minh, dung
dé€ né trd thanh con chan tinh, cai thu
chét non bat dac ky tu do nguy hiém
lam.
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— Chi c6 cung kiéng gi khong?

— C6 chd, t6i tinh t6i hdm nay mua
nai chudi ra ciing no.

— Da, tbi cling cing no.

Ngudi dan ba hang xém nghe dut
cau chuyén, chi ta tl gia chi Sau:

— Com gan dugc roi do, toi vé nghe
chi.

— Da chi vé.

Nguoi dan ba hang xém ra khoi
nha, ba ta mudn ra cai miéu d€ hoi
chuyén mu Tu cui, nhung gitia dudng
di chi ta lai gdp moét ngudi ban cung
xO0m, nguoi nay git chi lai:

— Di dau ma tat ta qua vay?

— Tbi ra cai miéu ngoai kia.
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— Ra miéu lam gi?
— Vu thang nho chét oan.

Ba ta lai k& cau chuyén thang nhé
hién linh, cau chuyén lan nay tré nén
mach lac hon, gay can hon, ngudi ban
cung x0m nong nhiét tan thanh:

— Chi tinh thé rat phai, t6i dong v,
toi dé nghi minh lam mot cdi dan cung
situ do cho nd, khong tén kém bao
nhiéu, minh gép tién xay cat cai miéu
cho no. DE tdi vé ndi lai vdi ba con 161
xOm.

— Da t6i cing tinh vay d6, khong

biét ba con c6 dong long khong, t6i sé
di moi thay.

— Lam gi ma ba con khong dong
long, cd la bao, minh b6t mot ngay mot
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chén com la dugc ché c6 khd khian gi
dau.

Budi chiéu hom dy mu Tu cti dang
son nha thi may ba trong x6m ra hoi
chuyén vé thang nhoé hién linh, mu
Tu cui vui miing ké lai dau duoi cau
chuyén, miy ngudi dan ba ra miéu ngé
hinh dda nho, mét ba néi:

— Cai thu chét non nhu vay khong
nén coi thudng.

Mot ba khac lo lang vi 16i néi cta
ban:

~ An ndi nén gitt mom giti miéng
mot chut.

Ba kia véi bit miéng minh lai.

— Thiét 1a t6i vo y qua.
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Ba ta thap mot nén nhang cam vao
miéu cho dtia nho, chap tay khéin vaj,
nhiing ba kia bat chudc, khéi nhang
nghi ngut. Khan khta xong cac ba lai
kéo nhau vao nha mu Tu cti, nhung
cdc ba khong vao hin nha cac ba dling
ngoai cua ndi chuyén, hoi lai mu Tu
cui:

— Chinh mat chi thiy chg?

— Da, chinh t6i thady ma, may dém
lién 1an, khong chiing dém nay chu ay
cling hién ra cho coi, cac ba dam & lai
coi khong?

Mot ngudi dan ba the lugi:

— Chi n6i nghe ghé thdy me ai ma
dam 6.
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— Hom dau tién thi t6i cling thay
ngan lam, nhung sau quen di, t6i nghi
bung chu ay khong nhat t6i, vi chinh
toi vuot mat cho cha 4y khi chét ma.

— Khong chling cha ta pho hé cho
chi?

— Da, néu dugc vay thi thiét phudc
dtc cho toi.

Mot ba dé nghi:

— Thoi thi chi & day chiu kho nhang
den di, chung tdi sé gdép tién dua chi, chi
chiu kho lau chui cadi miéu cho tuom
tat, chung toi sé vé 10i xém van dong
gop tién nong xdy mot cai miéu khac

dep hon.

Mu Tu cui miing him, mu da lia,
mu nghi dén nhiing mon do6 cung,
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nhting nai chudi ma mu cé quyén dugc
huéng. Troi téi dan, may ngudi dan ba
nhin ra cdi cdy ma my Tu cui ndi oan
hén thuong danh du 6 d6 mdi dém, ho
thdy minh néi da ga. Mot nguoi hoi:

— Thudng may gio thi cau hién 1én?

— Dakhong chiing, c6 khi méi chap
toi, c6 khi téi ntia khuya lan.

Mot ngudi nhac chting mu Tu cui:

— Chi nén coi chtling bon con nit,
diing cho ching né leo 1én cay hay pha
phach miéu.

Mu Tu cui chan nan:

— Oi, ai ma biéu ndi may thing giic
dé, chung pha lang pha x6m, ran mat,
toi cé ndi chung thi chung chui lai toi,
khong bi€t nhiing con nha ai ma mat
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day qua trdi, c6 khi ching con leo lén
cay dai tum lum.

— Sao chi khonglay choi cha dap 1én
dau chung, cho ngudi ta tho phugng
ché c6 phai cho cho ching né pha dau.

Mu Tu cui lac dau:

— To6i xin chiu réi do, con cai cac
ba cac ba lam on biéu ching gitim, t6i
danh chti ching chi mang thém tiéng
ac.

Pam dan ba bao nhau:

— Chi Tu néi cling phai, minh phai
ve€ noi v6i bon nho 6 nha, cam ching
no.

— Phai cAm chd, néu cau hién linh

that minh khong thé coi thudng dugec,
khi than khi thanh, thanh than cé lan
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van cO chét, cau bat, minh mat con oan.
— Da chi ndi phai.

Ba ngudi dan ba gdp tién dua cho
mu Tu cui:

— Chung t6i c6 chat dinh dua chi
mua vang nhang, chd dgi luc nao 16i
xom dong y chung t6i sé gép dugc tién
nhiéu hon dua cho chi.

Mu Tu ctii cam tién, muy cam dong,
tuy s6 tién khong dang la bao, nhung
mu thdy moi ngudi trong x6m lai bat
dau chu y dén, mu bét cd6 don phan
nao, mu chilo nhiing ngudi dan ba nay
doéi y, mu voi ndi:

— Pugc ma cac ba cu tin toi, tién
nong la chuyén phu.

— Khong chi ct cam lay.
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Mu Tu cui nhét tién vao tui ro6i maéi
htia hen:

— Da t6i sé hét stic lo cho cdi miéu
nay, néu cac ba khong biéu téi van lo
nhu thudng kia ma.

- U, c6 ging di, chung t6i tin & chi.
Mu Tu Cui hoi téi:

— Bao gio thi lam miéu?

— C6 thé cuoi thang nay.

— Vay minh phai pha cai miéu ca.

— Ché sao, nhung trudc khi pha
minh phai lam 1€ xin phép ciu.

Mu Tu cui gat dau:
— Da phai vay mdi dugc.

Ba ngudi dan ba ti gia mu Tu cui
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ra v€ lac troi sup t6i, mu Tu cui dung
nhin cai miéu bén vé duong, cai miéu
g0 xiéu veo, Mu tudng tugng dén mot
cai miéu gach dep dé sang sta hon, muy
tudng tuong dén mau voi mu sé son
cho cai miéu, mu mim cudi mot minh.
Mu tré vao nha, mu thap [én mot ngon
dén didu, mu don com ra dn, mu niu
com an ludn hai biia, thic an cia mu
chi cé mdi con ca kho tiéu. Mu viia an
viia nghi dén cai miéu, mu thay vui vui
mu thdy minh bét c6 don.

Mu Tu cui chgt nghe tiéng cai co
ngoai dudng;

— Tai sao anh ky vay chd, theo nguoi
ta hoai.

— Xin 161, t6i mén em, td6i muon
dugc lam mdt ngudi ban véi em, toi hy
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vong em khong ha tién véi t6i mot tinh
ban chéan thanh.

— Hu tinh ban, t6i khong ban be
vdi ai hét, t6i khong cé ban.

Tiéng ngudi con trai tram xudng:

— Toi o6 diéu gi vo 1€ véi em khong,
néu em thay tdi vo 1€ thi chtii mang toi
di, t6i xin nhan 16i.

— Anh khong cé diéu gi vo lé hét.
nhung t6i khong mudn anh theo toi
nhu vay, coi ky lam.

— Em thong cam cho t6i, néu em
cho phép, t6i xin vao tan nha em cho
biét, t6i dugc han hanh thua chuyén
vGi ba md em.

— Nha t6i ngheo lam anh oi, t6i
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khong muon cho ai vo hét, va nhat la
ba ma t6i kho lam.

— Toi tin rang ba ma em khong hep
hoi véi toi.

— Tai sao vay?

— To1i tGi v6i tat ca tu cach toi, va lai
toi khong giau cd gi hon ai, t6i ngheo
nta, luong linh khong cé bao nhiéu,
tdi xin thu that.

— Tha that vdi t6i lam chi vay, toi
v6i anh dau cé quen nhau.

— Hay em ché t6i nghéo?

— Toi khong ché ai hét, nhung t6i
khong muén bi theo dudi nhu vay.

Giong ngudi con trai ngam ngui:
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— Toi nghi¢p cho t6i, tdi nghiép
cho thién chi cua toi, théi trudce khi tu
gia em, t6i xin em madt an hu¢ cé dugc
khong?

Tiéng ngudi con gai cudi nhe:

— Mot an hué? Ky vay, t6i co gi ma
cho anh dugc?

— Toi tin rang dugc, vi khong phai
la mot diéu qua dang.

Ngudi con gai im lang, ngudi con
trai tiép:

— Thua dugc khong? Téi xin hua
sau khi em ban cho t6i an hué do6 toi
xin rut lui, khong bao gio t6i con theo
em niia, vdy la qua nhuc qua dau khé
r0i.

Tiéng ngudi con gai cudi:
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— Lam quai gi ma bi tham qud vay?

— Da bi tham lam, cudc doi ma, toi
sé khong con & lai Sai Gon nay niia, toi
sé ra di, di that xa...

Ngudi thi€u ni tré nén to mo:
— Co phai vi vu t6i khong?

Tiéng nguodi thanh nién van xutc

dong:

— Néu khong may t6i c6 guc nga &
goc riing nao do, trudc khi nham mat
lia doi toi sé goi tén em, anh sé goi tén
em, anh xin em, anh van em hay ban
cho t6i mdt an hué chot, em hay nhé
cho t6i, doi con gai cua em da lam mot
nguoi si mé, mot ngudi yéu em dén
chét, dén hoi tha cudi cung...
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Ngudi thi€u ni hinh nhu xtc dong
vi 161 ndi ctia ngudi con trai, nang kho-
ng kim dugc long minh:

— Anh theo t6i khong phai chi dé
choc gheo haz

— Anh xin thé, anh xin lay mang
anh ra thé, néu anh c6 y tuéng nao bay
ba nao khéc xin cho dan ban anh di.

Ngudi thi€u nti im lang mot lat:

— Thoéi anh noi gi noi di!

— Xin em cho anh biét quy danh?

— Tén tdi ha, tén t6i xau lam.

— Xau clng dudc, to6i sé ghi xuong
khac cot.

— Tén Lai, Nguyén thi Lai, toi thu
ba.
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— Tén Lai ma x4u, tén ctia mot loai
hoa,

— To6i vé nhé.

— Khoan, con sém ma.

— Dung day ky qud, nguoi ta thay.

— Hay la Lai cho phép t6i dugc dua
Lai di uéng nudc.

Ngudi con gai im lang mot lat:
— Thoi dé lan khac di.
Tiéng ngudi thanh nién reo lén:

— Lan khac, nghia la Lai bang long
nhan tinh ban cua t6i.

Tiéng ngudi con gai cudi:

~ Y quén chd, t6i n6i nham.
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— Pau ¢bé vu no6i nham, ma cé noi
nham thi rdng ma chiju.
— Toi vé.
— T6i mai minh gap lai nhau.
— Pé€ con coi da.

—T6i tin Lai nhan 16, Lai da thuong
hai t6i, Lai khong né.

— Tin gi ma thu lgi qua vay ché.

Nang cudi tham, nang quay lung di
tr§ vao trong.

Nguoi thanh nién ding ngo ngin
nhin theo mot 1at r6i né may xe. Chiéc
xe Om cua bay buém phong vut di. Co
Ba thdy nha mu Tu cli con sang deén,
nang dung lai. Mu Tu cti hoi:

— Sao vé mudn qua vay?
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— Gap thang cha linh mac dich,
dang 1€ dau c6 mudn vay?

Mu Tu ciing cudi, nhe ham ring
chiéc con chiéc mat:

— Cai thang cha tan c6 vua roi do
ha?

— Da, thim nghe thay hét sao?

— Nghe thdy hét tron thang cha dé
thuong day ché co.

Ba maic c6:

— Xi, cdi thang cha tan t6i hoai ky
thay mo.

Mu Tu cui vi von:

— Ngudi con géi vi nhu cai hoa dep,
c6 dep c6 thom buém ong méi dap diu.
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— Thoi thim oi t6i khong ham.
Mu Tu cti cudi chum chim:

— Ay, con gdi bao gid cling ndi vay,
cai thdi toi con con gai toi cling vay.

Mu Tu cui bong thiy budn budn
trong long, mu tranh nghi dén di vang
minh dén thud thiéu thdoi ciia minh,
dén ngudi chong ma mu byc minh da
dudi di ngay nao, thud 4y ga ta cling
theo tan tinh mu cd may thang troi,
nhting htia hen, nhiing 16i 1€ ngot nhu
mat ong, mu ting thay long minh rung
dong, mu ciing lam cao nhu ngudi
thiéu ni nay, va cudi cung mu da ung
thuan.

Mu Tu cti ngudc 1én nhin nguoi
thiéu ni:
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— T6i van vai Phat Troi cho ¢6 dugc
hanh phuc. C6 ¢6 nhan sac lo gi chong
c6 khong yéu thuong co.

Co6 Ba nhiu mat, hai lai:

— B thim tudng t6i ung thang cha
linh dé sao?

— C06 ché no6 ha?
Co Ba tram ngam mot lat:

— Khong phai ché, nhung t6i thay
chua dugc, toi...

Nang chgt im ldng, nang nghi dén
hoan canh minh nang khoéng con la
nang, nang khong tu do, nang nghi
dén nhiing ndi chi tinh ctia chang, dén
khu6én madt dep trai cua chang, nang
mudén quén, nhung nang khong thé
quén dugc chang, nang budn ba ngudc
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1én nhin mu Tu cui:

— Thoi thim dung ndéi dén chuyén
ay ntia.

— Toi c6 ndi chuyén nao dau, ngoai
chuyén thang cha linh theo o co.

— Da chuyén thang cha linh d¢, t6i
khong muon nghe.

— Ua thiét sao, c6 chuyén gi vay?
Co Ba buon ba lac dau:

— Toi sé quén han, t6i khong muon
dinh déng, ba ma t6i khong chiu dau.

— Tai sao lai khong chiu, toi thay
thang cha d6 dugc ma.

Ngudi thiéu ni nhin ra mé song
md& md trong dém, nang nghi dén
anh Ndm, ga dan 6ng that gan gti véi
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nang va cling that xa la, anh Nam nhu
mot cdi bong den am anh nang, nang
cé cam tudng bat cd mot hanh dong
gi ctia nang ciing bi anh Ndm theo roi,
khau sing K54 luc nao cling chia vé
nang san sang 1y co. Tinh than nang
thuong xuyén bi de doa, nang kho s6,
nhung nang khong thé nao viung vay
thoat dugc mang luéi vé hinh méi luc
mot quan chat. Cap mat ctia con me
gia va thang cha gia ma nang dugc 1énh
kéu la cha me ntia hinh nhu cling luén
ludn theo roi nang, chung nhin dugc
l1énh nao do, 1a san sang tha tiéu nang.

Ba nhin mu Tu cti, du nang nhin
ky dén dau nang ciing khong thé tim
ra chat gidn diép & con ngudi 1§ 16i cua
mu, nang chdn nan cdi cong tdc nang
dugc giao phd, mot cdng tac chan ngat,
sudt mot tuan 1é nay nang khong tim
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ra gi khac la & my, nang khong c6 gi dé
két luan bao cdo rang mu Tu cli nay 1a
mot tén gidn diép lgi hai.

Mu Tu cti chgt noi:

— Co Ba a, miy ba trong x6m sap
xay lai cai miéu cho thang nho bi ban
chét.

— Thang nho chét hoi tét Mau Than
ay ha?

— Da, bdi n6 hién linh.

- Sao?

— N6 hién linh.

C06 chgt nhin ra cai miéu:
— Thiét khong?

— Thiét ma, t6i mdé thay n6 hoai.
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— Vay dau c6 phaila hién linh, thim
ndm mé thdy day cht.

— Da, cac ba trong x6m noi vay la
né hién linh do, cac ba dang tinh lam
cho n6 mot cai miéu khac bang gach,
thd cung n6 dang hoang.

— Bao gio lam.

— Nghe noi ciing sap lam, doi ba
ngay niia.

Mu Tu cui khoe ludn:

— May ba cho t6i trong coi cai miéu
nay.

Mu Tu cti ¢6 vé hi hting, mu hoi
nang:

— C0 c6 ra cung khong?

— Néu céac ba 4y ra thi toi ra.
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Mu Tu ctli say sua v6i gidc mong
ctia minh:

— Chac la dong lam, ca x6m kia ma,
con c6 thé c6 nhiing ngudi 6 noi khac
dén nita, miéu linh ma.

Co6 Ba ding ddy nang khong tim gi
thdy mot diém la nao trén con ngudi
mu Tu cui, nhu thé nay ma néi la gian
diép thi khong biét gian diép & cai kho
nao.

C6 Ba ngudc nhin vu vo ra ngoai
bau troi dém, dong song anh bac uon
khuc lang 16 tréi, gié dém heo hut se se
lanh.

— T6i vé thim Tu.

— Vé 4, con sé6m ma, a cd cai thudc
boét rac chan mua & dau, c6 chi cho toi.
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— Thoi dé t6i mua gitim cho, thim
Tu khong biét mua r6i 1on thudc lai

khé.

Co Ba vé dén nha, nang thay cin
nha t6i hu, nang khoéng mudén vao,
nang hoi cau mit.
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D

Al MIEU DA XAY XONG,

NGUOI thg hé quét mot nudc

son trang, my Tu cui ding canh ga ta
dé nghi:

— Chu dé t6i quét nudc vdi hong
cho nhé.

Ngudi thg ho lau mo hai:

— Chi biét son khong?
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— Sao khong biét, chu coi thudng
toi qua vay?

— Khong phai coi thudng, nhung
toi s¢ chi khong quen nghé nén phai
hoi ky vay thoi ché.

Mu Tu cti ngoan co:

— Toi biét ma, t6i ranh nghé ma,
chu khong thay t6i son cai nha cta toi
sao.

Ga thg ho nhin btc vach nha mu
Tu Cui, buc vach son dé coi nhem

nhudc, vdy ma mu nhat dinh néi la

dep. Ga thg hoé danh dé nghi:

— Théi dugc, t6i v6i chi cung son,
minh truyén kinh nghiém cho nhau.

— Sao chu khong dé€ t6i lam mot
minh, chua di lanh viéc khac.
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— Dau dugc, t6i lanh cong viéc nay
phai lam cho xong, khong xong roi
nguoi ta khong tra tién cho toi thi sao?

— Vay t0i vé6i chu lam chung ha?

Ga tho ho gat dau:

— Lat cho nudc voi nay kho minh
bat dau, t6i véi chi son thiét dep, cho
thién ha lé lu6n, minh dé co may dudng

rong phung nay niia, xong xuodi toi sé
noi chi lam, chiu khong.

Mu Tu cui cudi, c6i mo:

— Pugc anh yén tri t6i khong chia
tién cong anh dau.

Ga thg ho hay mat:

— Minh diéu nghé v6i nhau ma, lat
ntia t6i biéu chi lam gi chi lam cai dé
nhé, minh phan chia cong viéc ma.
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Ga thg ho da son xong cai miéu,
voi trang hay con uét. Ga quang do
nghé xudng lé dudng:

— Dé chiéu son kho toi véi chi bat
dau son mau hong.

— Sao minh khong lam lién.

— Voi chua kho, son khong dn.
Mu Tu cui té ra hiéu biét:

— Dugc, chiéu dén sém nghe.

— Toi ra ti€ém dn com xong tdGi lién

ma.

Ga dling ngam cai miéu, vin mot
diéu thudc ré, mot lat ga bo di. Mu Tu
cui thay déi bung, mu bo vao nha an
com, dang an uéng mu chgt thay tiéng
chan ngudi nao do di lai gan minh, mu
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nhin ra cta. Mgt ga thanh nién la mat
hinh nhu muo6n kiém nha ai trong xom.
Mu Tu cui lén tiéng hdi:

— Kiém nha ai vay?
Ga lac dau:

— Khong ki€ém nha ai hét, thay cai
miéu toi ding lai coi.

Mu Tu cui buéng chén com ding
day, ra cua:

— Bo lalam sao?

Ga thanh nién cudi:

— Cai miéu thi cé gi ma la.
— Véy kiém cai gi.

— T6i mudn hoi ngudi nao biét
chuyén vé€ cai miéu nay.
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- bé&lam gi vay?

— Débiét, toi cd nghe ndi dén nguoi
chét, t6i muodn tim mot ngudi nao thiét
ranh chuyén méi hoi, ki€ém hoai khong
thay.

Mu Tu cti bi cham ty 4i, mu nging
nguay:

— C6 tim dén tét Congo ciing khong
thay.

Ga thanh nién hoi ngac nhién, cuoi
cung ga xudng nudc nan ni muy:

— Thim biét ai khong chi cho t6i di.
Mu Tu cti dong danh:

— T6i nghi & day khong ai r6 chuyén
nguoi chét nay hon toi.

G4 thanh nién ng6 mu:
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— Thim ha, vay ma t6i khong biét
ché.

Mu Tu cui hoi lai:

— Anh hdi chuyén thang nho lam
chi vay?

Mt ga chgt budn, ngd vé phia cai
miéu:

— Khong néi giau gi thim t6i co6
mot diia em hoi Tét Mau Than lac mat
khong biét c6 phai thang bé nay khong?

Mu Tu cti thay noéi di tim nguoi
nha thit lac, mu ta nhanh nhiu:

— Khoéng phai dau, chac cht lam roi
do, thang nho nay c6 mé n6 dén nhan
rdi trong miéu c6 hinh no kia, cha téi
xem c6 phai khong?
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G4 thanh nién t&i bén miéu khom
minh nhin vao, ga nhin that ky tén nan
nhéin & dudi tdm hinh, cin thin hon ga
ghi chép vao mot cudn s6. Mu Tu cui
16 mo t6i canh han hoi:

— Phai khong?

Ga ngéing 1én, lac dau:

— Khong phai.

— Vay ghi chép cdi gi vay?

Ga choi ludn:

— Khoéng cé ghi chép gi dau.

Ga chép miéng noi ludn:

— Toi nghiép, méi chat xiu tudi dau
da chét oan chét tc.

Mu Tu cui von ham néi chuyén,
mu cai chinh lién:
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— Cling ching oan, ai biéu n6 dua
nguoi ta vao cho chét lam chi, nguoi ta
buc minh thi ban nd chd sao, né lam
chét oan téi hai mang ngudi lan.

— Ngudi ta la ai vay thim?

— Con ai niia, linh minh ché ai.

— Thang nho c6 phai la Viét Cong
khong?

— Ai biét, nhung khi ban né nguoi
ta bi€éu né 1a Viét Cong.

Ga thanh nién gat dau:

— C¢ 1€ dung do.

Mait ga chgt han hoan, ga héi tdi,
cang lac cang hoéi nhiéu cau la lung,

nhat la héi vé chuyén xung quanh cdi
chét ctia thang nho, mu Tu cli biét gi
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trd 16i ndy. Cudi cung ga thanh nién
hoi:

— Cai miéu nay ai dung nén vay?

— Ba con trong xdm nay gop tién.

— No 1a Viét Cong ciing gop tién
xay miéu thd né a?

Mu Tu cui néi:

— An nham gi chuyén d6, Viét Cong
hay khong Viét Cong thi n6 ciing chét
rdi, n6 hién linh dong bao thuong tinh
thi xay miéu cho no.

— B nha nuéc khong cdm sao?

— Lam gi ma cam, cung kiéng ché
co lam loan dau ma cidm, xG tu do ma.

Ga thanh nién cudi, ga chao mu:
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— Thoi cdm on thim tdi ve.
Ga ra chiéc xe gan may gan do.

Ga di khoi mu Tu cui con ding
bén cai miéu suy nghi vé thai do la lang
cua ga, thang cha hdi mu khong biét c6
chuyén gi. Ngudi thg ho di té6i:

— Nao minh bat dau chua?
Mu Tu cui hoi:
— An com xong rdi a?

— Xong rdi, minh bat dau lam viéc
ché, muon roi do.

Mu Tu ctii hang hai:
— Lam lién, khong ngan dau.

Mu xan quan do. Ga thg ho liéng
cho mu cai thuing:
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— Xubng sdng muc nudc.

Mu Tu cui cai:

— Téi son ché bbd.

— Muo6n son mudn phét gi clng
phai c6 nudc chg, khong cé nudce thi
lam me gi dugc.

Mu Tu cui danh xdch thung xuéng
song muc nudc. Ga thg ho ngoi lai bén
goc cay van thuoc di€u hut. Mu Tu cui
xach nudc 1én thé hong hoc, mu thay

ga thg ho ngoi tinh huat thudc, mu buc
minh:

— Ngudi ta xach nudc thay me bo
cho anh ngoéi dé hat thuodc sao?

G4 thg hd nging lén:

— Muén lam chung véi t6i thi diing
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c6 cdan nhan, con khong lam thi vé nha
ngoi di.

Mu Tu cti danh nin khe, mu nghi
dén khi nudc voi dugc son lén tudng
do chinh tay my, mu sé c6 dip khoe véi
ba con 16i xém. Ga thg ho ra 1énh cho
mu:

— Nudc chua du, 1dy thém.

Mu khong con dam géay ga thg ho
nua.

Trai x€ chiéu cai miéu da son xong,
ngudi thg ho xudng bd sdng riia ray tay
chan. Mu Tu cui diing nhin thanh tich
ctia minh, mu hai long vi mau voi do,
cai miéu ndi bat, khang trang, mu lai
hai don dep lau chui trong miéu.

Ga thg ho trd 1én, ga khen mu:
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— Chi son dep thiét dé.

Mu Tu cuti thay vui vui trong long.
Ga noi thém:

— Chi c6 thé lam phu thg ho véi toi.
Mu Tu cti hd mot tiéng:

— Hong them.

Khi ga thog ho di khdi troi da gan toi,
mu Tu cli vO nha lay may nén nhang
ra thap vao miéu. Dling trudc miéu muy
bong nhd téi ga thanh nién hoi nay hoi
mu nhiing cau vé van vé ly lich thang
nho bi chét oan. Mu khong hiéu ga hoi
mu c6 ¥ gi. Mu xua dudi hinh anh ga
thanh nién la mat ra khoi dau.

Ba ngudi dan ba trong x6m xong
cong viéc ciing di ra miéu, ho ding
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ngam nghia cai miéu cé vé hai long,
mot ngudi noi:

— Trong dugc do.

Ba thu hai noi:

— Dep ché con dugce gi nia.

Ba tht ba:

— Anh thg ho nay son mau do hap.

Mu Tu cui voi gianh cong, mu
khong ngan ngai ha uy tin ga thg ho:

— Céi thang do6 lam biéng t6 me,
nd ma son cai noi gi, téi son do, no chi
giup toi viéc pha mau.

_ Thiét vay ha?

— B0 t0i ndi ldo véi cac ba sao?
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Ba ngudi dan ba lai hét 16i ca ngoi,
mu Tu cui khoe thém:

— Téi phu v6i thang cha nhiéu lam
dd, cho mdt minh chd stic may ma
xong trong ngay hom nay, toi kem riét,
khong c6 t6i cha con dinh kéo dai thém
mot ngay cong niia, may thang cha nay
khong thé tin can dugc.

Ba ngudi dan ba cam nhang xi xup
khan vai, xong xu6i ho noéi véi mu Tu

\ .

cur

— Ngay mai chung t6i mdi ong thay
t6i lam 1€, chi nén chung don cai miéu
nay cho sach sé, trua mai chung toi
mua do cung vé.

Mu Tu cui da lia, vay 1a ti nay mu
cO viéc lam, c6 1é mu chi can an 10c
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quanh cai miéu nay la cing da séng
roi, mu khong ngé mu chi noi ldo vé
vu thang nho hién hon vé ma lai két
qua nhu vay. Tu ngay mai mu khong
can lam choi long ga nhiéu, cong viéc
nham chan dé chi la viéc phu.

Ba ngudi dan ba tii gid mu Tu cui
ra vé khi trdi t6i han. Mu Tu cui lac d6
mdi tré vao trong nha dn com, mu thay
long minh vui vui, mu nghi hoai vé cai
miéu.

Bong mu Tu cli nghe thiy tiéng xe
gan may dau lai ¢ dau doc trén 16i di
dan vao xém. Tiéng ngudi con gai, ma
mu nhan ra tiéng cta c6 Ba:

— Em v€ nghe anh, tho6i cho em
xuong day di vo tréng ngudi ta thay.
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Tiéng ngudi thanh nién ma mu
Tu cti nhan ra tiéng ngudi linh khong
quan:

— Em thiét... cai gi ma git gin qua
troi qua dat vay khong biét, thi cho anh
vO d€ biét nha, sau ntia trinh dién véi
ba ma em, khong 1€ minh ct yéu nhau
kiéu léu béu vay hoai coi ky qua, anh
muodn cdi gi cing danh chinh ngoén
thuan, va lai anh c6 thién chi cudi em
ma, trudc sau gi anh cling phai ra mat
ba ma em.

Nguoi thi€u nit im liang, mot lat
nguoi linh noi tiép:

— Sao, em bang long khong?
Giong thiéu ni buodn ba:

— Thoéi khong dugc dau anh oi.
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— Khong dugc, sao lai khong dugec,
em s¢ cai gi, em cd cho anh v, néu ba
ma em ma khong chiu cting lam la dudi
anh ra chu gi?

— Khong phai nhu vay nhung em
thay chua tién cho anh.

— Vay bao gid thi anh c6 thé vao ra
mat ba ma em duogc?

— Thu tha, d€ em tinh.
Giong ngudi linh cuong quyét hon:

— Anh néi cho em biét, anh da thua
chuyén nay véi ba ma anh, ba ma anh
bang long, ba ma anh moi em hom nao
t6i nha choi.

Giong thiéu nii thang thot:
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— Tr&i, anh néi rdi sao, lam gi ma
gap qua vay, em khong chiu dau, roi 16
cd chuyén gi xay ra thi sao?

— Chuy¢én gi?

— Chéang han nhu... tinh yéu ctia
minh trac tré.

— Em ndi thiét la, chuyén gi ma
trac trd dugc, tri trudng hgp em phu
ray anh, con dang nay anh c6 thién chi
cung minh ma, ba ma anh sé t6i tan
nha em néi chuyén véi ba ma em.

— Nha em nghéo lam anh oi, ba em
dap xich 16, ma em ban ché ddu xanh
bot loc nudc dua, em s¢g khong xing
véi gia dinh anh,

— Ng¢, ndi cho co biét, dling cai
giong phan chia giai cap ay chd, chi cé
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bon cong san mdi c6 y phan chia giai
cap thoi.

Ngudi thiéu nit bong cudi:

— Thiét hd anh, néu em la cong san
anh con thuong em khong?

Nguoi linh cudi:

— Em ma la cdng san anh sé chiéu
héi em vé v6i chanh nghia Quoéc Gia
may hoi.

— Xi, stic may, anh lay gi ma chiéu
hoéi n6i em?

— Tinh yéu cta anh khong dt sao?

— Ai, dau anh, hoc dau dugc cai
kiéu ngat ngudi ta bam cd minh miy
ne.
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— Ngat d6 dugc khong, tui la Viét
Cong do.

— B0, nii can by ha?

— Ua, nit didc cong.

— Dling ndi bay, § tu bay gio?

— Ngudi ta noéi thiét ché noéi bay sao
dudc, thay s¢g chua?

— Stic mdy ma sg, thang nay chi
ma, thang nay san sang chiéu hoi ni
ddc cong Viét Cong vé lam vo.

Giong ngudi thi€u ni dua cot:

— Coi chiing tui dét lat tich vao xe
anh.

— Véy ni ddc cong da bao gio dit
lat tich chua?
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— bét hoai a?

- biét 6 chg. Cé ngudi chét khong?
— Vo khai.

— Vay ma em khong hoi han a?

— Sao lai h6i han?

— Vi nhiing ngudi chét dé déu la
nhiing ngudi vo san nhu chung ta hét,
thoi diing xao em 0i, cdi mat dep nhu
ngoc nhu nga nay ma lam quai gi dugc,
ngoai chuyén kim chi va may.

— Duing c6 khi thudng toi roi hoi
khong kip.

— BO “nii dac cong” dat lat tich toi
chac?

— Ché sao?
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— Tui dat lai.
— B0 dat tui ha?

— Ché sao, t0i ddt cho mot qua cai
bung chang bang luc do thi hét daic
cOng.

— Quy ne.

— Ui da, ngat nguoi ta hoai dau thay
me.

— Hét ndi bay chua?
— Hét, hét thiét...

— Coi chting t6i, ct an nodi hoai cdi
diéu nham nhd vay t6i con ngat niia.

Tiéng ngudi linh viia cudi viia xuyt
x0a:

— Tai em chdé bo.
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— Diling c6 d6 thiia, anh la quy lam,
coi cai mat kia khong biét x4u ho theo
nguoi ta réu réu.

— Tui vay do, ai biéu thuong nguoi
ta lam chi.

Tiéng nguoi thi€u nd cudi:

— Ngudi ta khong ung thi doa nat
du thd, nao la xin d6i ra tién tuyén, nao
la sé& chét bo thay trong rling, noéi thay
ma ghé.

Nguoi linh cudi khanh khach:

— Vay ma ddm nhédn minh la déc
cong Viét Cong, mébi hu so so vay ma
da teo lai r6i. Nguoi Viét Cong gi ma
tinh cdm cuing minh vay.

Tiéng ngudi thi€u ni cai chay cai
cOi:
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— Ua vay d6, ma tui 1a dic cong do,
ung thi ung ma khong ung thi de di.

— Yén chi ma, tdi sé chiéu hoi, anh
sé chiéu hoi em vé lam vg hién.

— Gidn hoai, thoi khuya roi em phai
veé, may hom nay di vé khuya hoai 6ng
ba gia can nhan qua troi.

~ U vé di, bay gio anh ciing phai
vao trong trai, chiéu mai em vé sém
nta gid nghe, anh don em di an com
ga Siu Siu An Dong?

— An udng hoai 4, gip anh la thay
noéi chuyén an udng véi coi hat khong
ha?

— Mai anh lanh luong ma.

— B6 anh tudng cdi luong ha si ctia
anh 16n 1am ha?
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— Khong 16n lam nhung thinh
thodng ciing dugc an no an kia chu
khong dén ndi mat nhu may thang Viét
COng trong rung.

— Cdi anh thiét ky, b6 thu Viét Cong
lam sao ma chti hoai chui huy vay?

— Néu thu thi da chang thém chiéu
hoi.

— Thoi cho tdi xin, em v€ nghe.

Hai ngudi im lang mot luc kha lau,
mu Tu cui madi moét lic sau méi nghe
tiéng xe gan may nd gion, tiéng budc
chan c6 Ba vao x6m. Co6 1é ho vua
hon nhau. Khong hi€u sao mu cé that
nhiéu cdm tinh véi c6 Ba, cd 1€ vi ¢ ta
quy mén muy, thuong hay hoi han mu,
nhiéu khi con gitp d6 mu nia, hom
trudc ¢ ta may cho mu mot cai do ba
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ba, my nhé mai cdi on d6. Con ngudi
vua dep dé via tot bung.

Co6 Ba di qua nha mu Tu cui thi
dting lai, c6 ta ngo vao:

— Chua ngt a thim?

Mu Tu cui don dep bat dia, ngang
lén:

— CoOn s6m ma co.
Mu nhe rang cudi:

- Sao c6 khong dua thang cha
nguoi yéu cua cd vé nha giéi thiéu véi
ong ba gia cho phai phép?

Co6 Ba keéu lén:

— Troi 0i bo thim nghe hét roi sao?
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Mu Tu cui van cudi:

— Nghe hét tron, nhung t6i khong
c6 tinh nghe trém, tai hai ngudi néi lén
qua nén 16i ndi cu lot vao tai toi thi lam
sao dudgc.

C6 Ba mac c6:

— Troi oi ky qua, tai thang cha dé
hét tron.

Mu Tu cui cudi, tréu cot:

— Tai ca hai nguoi, ché dau phai
minh han ta, d6 vay tdi chét.
Co Ba khong muén ding noi

chuyén lang nhang nhiéu v6i mu Tu
cui, nang tu gia ra ve.

Nang bong khung lai trudc cua
nha, can nha t6i om, nang dang luéng
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lu, bong cd tiéng ndi tii trong nha vong
ra:

— Vo di em Ba, diing x6 ré ngoai do6
chi vay?

CoO Ba nén tiéng thd dai day ctia
budc vo nha:

— Anh Nam d¢ phai khong?

Tiéng ndi cua anh Ndam sat canh
nang:

— CoOn phdi hoéi niia sao em, minh
biét nhau qua ma.

Co Bara cai then ctia, nang mé ctia
sau cho thodang mat, nang ding canh
khung tra nhin ra ngoai trdi toi, nang
nhin thay 16 m& nhiing néc nha, nhiing
anh den dau lap loe & nhiing khung
ctia s0, tiéng ra-dod dang truyén thanh
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mot tudng cdi luong. Nang nghe thay
tiéng loach xoach cua cay sung, hinh
nhu anh Nam dang cho dan vao khau
sung cta anh.

Tiéng anh Nam lanh lung:
— Co gi la khong em?

- Vay vay a.

— Vay vay la lam sao?

— Anh muén héi gi vu muy Tu cui

hay la chuyén gi khac?

— Mu Tu cti méi dugc phép trong
coi cai miéu em biét chua?

- Co.

— Em thay c6 gi khac la trong viéc
coi miéu d6 khong?
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— Em nghi chdng c6 gi la.

— Em ngay tho.

Co Ba im ldng, anh Nam tiép:

— D6 1a moét noi mu Tu cui trao tin
tic, sé c6 nhiéu ngudi lui téi cai miéu
trong tuong lai, dich nguy trang khéo

l1éo nhung khong thé qua mat chung ta.
Chung ta phai tim cach doéi phd.

Co6 Ba chan nhiing luan diéu do,
cdi gi cling ly ludn, r6i chang cai gi ra
cai gi hét. Nang noi ddy giong sat mau:

— Cho mét qua lyu dan vao cai
miéu, giét con me Tu cui ludn la yén
chuyén.

— Em chi dugc cdi néng nay.

— Vay anh muon lam gi?
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— Di ddc tri doc?

Co6 Ba ngd mat vao:

— Em khong hiéu?

— Em khong cén hiéu, em thi hanh
cOng tdc maoi.

— CoOng tac nita? Con mu Tu cui?

— Cong tac song song. Em van phai
theo doi tim hiéu mu Tu cui va van
nhan cong tac mdi, em diéu tra vé cai
chét ctua dita bé ma dong bao hién dang
l14p miéu tho.

Cb Ba chang budn héi ly do, cho
dli nang c6 hoi anh Nam ciing chang
no6i, nang chi hoéi vé chi tiét:

— Nghia la em phai hoéi o6 than thé
cua dua bé, tén tudi, cha me...
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- Dung.
— Nhung em biét cha me né & dau?

— D6 1a nhiém vu cta em, khi cai
miéu c6 dong nguoi dén thi thé nao me
no6 cliing lan dén, em sé nhd mu Tu cui
hoéi nha hoi ctia ngudi ta.

- Da, em sé c0 gang.
Giong anh Nam cuong quyét:

— Khong c6 ndi sé, ma chac chan
em phai tim cho ra. Em nén nhé khong
phai chi cé minh em lam nhiém vu nay,
ma nhiéu ngudi cing lam véi em.

— Em cd can phailién lac voi nhiing
nguoi ay khong?

— Khong, chi lién lac véi anh thoi,
em khong can biét nguoi khac.
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Co Ba ngan ngdm, nang nhu mot
ké mu, nang phai lam nhiing cong tac
ma nang khong biét délam gi, nang qua
chan ngan, nhét 1a nang phai thudng
xuyén lién lac véi anh Nam.

Nang chgt nghi dén ngudi yéu,
nang khong c6 quyén yéu ai hét, nang
la mdt cong cy, mot con ho ly, mot tha
cach mang hang bét. Nang vao nha
ldy quan 4o ra budng tam, nang thay
minh bai hodi ca chan tay, nang khong
con thiét gi niia, lat ntia day nang phai
chiu dung, nang chiu dung qua nhiéu
roi, nang khong dugc gi cho minh hét,
nang dang di dan dén phan dong, nang
mudn dién lén dugc vi sy go bd vo ly
ma nang da chiu dung bay lau nay.

Tam rtia xong nang vao nha, nang
noi v6i anh Nam:
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— Pi tdim di anh.

Anh Ném im lang mot lat, anh cuoi
gan:

— Sao lan nao em cling giuc anh di
tam vay?

Co6 Ba khon khéo, nang biét minh
gay véi ga khong c6 loi gi, tinh mang
nang nam trong tay han:

— Tam cho khoe ma, tam nguoi
tinh tdo ra.

— Anh ltic nao cting tinh tdo va sang
suot, tam hay khong tam ciing vay ma
thoi.

Co6 Ba thd dai, nang hét nodi, nang
ma tranh luin nhiéu véi han vé van dé
vé¢ sinh nang sé tré thanh mot ké phan
dong.
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Co6 Ba ngo6i xudng giudng, nang lai
kho chiu vé mui mo6 hoi ctia anh Nam,
nang tranh nu hon cua anh, canh tay
anh Ndm lai choang qua vai nang, nang
mudn budn noén vi mui md hoi nach
cta anh, nang gang gugng ngoi diy,
nang day anh Nam ra.

Anh Nam chung hting:

— Em sao vay?

— Tai sao em khong tra 16i anh?
Tu nhién Ba thay cdu kinh:

— Anh lam on di tam mot cai co
dugc khong, nha khong thiéu nudc
ma.

Anh Nam Sugng chin ngudi, anh
ta cing dam cdu kinh:
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— Néu khong tam thi cé sao khong?

Co Ba ndi sung roi, nang khong
con né nang gi niia:

— Ciang khong sao, nhung c6 diéu
anh hoi qua em khong chiu noi.

Ba ngdi 6 dau giudng, nang cach
xa anh Ba chua t6i mot sdi tay, nhung
anh Ndm khong con dam xich gan lai
nang, anh ta khong ngd minh bi c6 bé
ké nang vay, con bé udng thudc liéu roi.
Anh lam tinh cudi nhat, anh budc toi
mot cau doc dia:

— Em dugc vé thanh pho em bi
nhiém doc roi.

— Cai gi ma nhiém doc?

— Em nhiém d¢c tac phong tiéu tu
san, con anh 1a chién si vo san, ngudi
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vO san ban lam cach mang nén khong
co thi gid dé o bé cai than xac uon heén
nhu bon tiéu tu san.

Da ném lao danh phai theo lao, co
Ba cang trd nén liéu linh:

— Em nghi lac khac thi anh khong
co thi gid, nhung bay gi¢ thi gié anh
thita thai ma.

— Thi gid doi véi ngudi vo san luc
nao ciling cé gia tri, khong cd luc nao la
thuia hét. Tu tuéng em hoi nay léch lac,
anh bao dé cho em biét, cang ngay em
cang bi nhiém doc nang...

L&i budc toi ctia anh Nam 1a mot
161 de doa ngam.

Ba nhin thdy nguy co ngay trudc
mat minh, nhung béy gi¢ nang khong
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con biét s¢g ntia, nang li€u linh, nang
bét can hau qua:

— Anh ndi rac r6i qua, chi co viéc
em moi anh di tdm r6i anh mudén ngu
v6i em thi ngt, em c6 phan doi gi dau?

— Néu khong tam thi sao?

— Tuy anh, than xdc cua anh ché
cua em dau, sach 1a sach cho anh ché
c6 sach cho em dau, em nghi cdi viéc
tam rtia va vé sinh chung, khong dinh
dang gi dén cach mang, khong c6 van
dé vo san hay tiéu tu san & day.

— Em ngoan c6, em can phai da
thong tu tudng, tinh than em bi nhiém
ddc ndng, em vé cong tac thanh em bi
vat chat tam thudng chi phoi em.

Co Ba chgt tré nén dit ddn, nang
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nhu mét con cho bi don dén chéan
tuong quay dau lai can ngudi cam gay
dap no:

— Anh muodn budc téi t6i diéu gi?
Phan dong chdng? Chi vi cau to6i yéu
cau anh di tam trudc khi ngt véi toi?
Trdi 6i sao cac ngudi tan nhan véi toi
vay, cdi than tdi, cdi than t6i cd khac
nao mdt con diém khong, cac ngudi
nao anh Ba anh Tu anh Nam, ai vé day
cling tat qua day ngt vdi toi, toi da chiu
dung nhiéu qua roi cac ngudi c6 biét
khong? Cac ngudi hanh ha t6i, bac dai
toi, cach mang, su nghiép cach mang
cua t6i phai nam ngtia ra nhu vay hoai
sao? Tai sao cdc ngudi khong thuong
toi mot ti chd...

Co6 Ba khéc naclén, anh Nam dam

hoang:
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— Dong chi, dong chi muon gi,
muén la 1én dé linh nguy dén bat toi
sao’?

Co Ba da thay co nguy hién ra trudéc
mat; nang diing day:

— Anh giét t6i di, tr&i oi anh giét toi
di!

Anh Nam chém lén, tim l4y Ba,
nhung nang da lach tranh dugc.

— Phan dong.

Anh tavi chup lay khau sung & dau
giuong. Anh ling tung vi trén ngudi
anh khong con mot manh vai nao. Co
Ba da chay ra ngoai hém, bo me né
di bao linh thi minh chét, ma bay gi6
thi t6i gio gidi nghiém rodi, lang chang
chay ra duong linh ban chét. Anh Nam
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khong ngo két qua lai nhu vay, anh ta
hoéi han vi da khong ha sat Ba ngay khi
nang c6 y phan bdi cach mang. Anh
Nam mdc v§i vang quan 4o, minh phai
thoat than ngay bay gio.

Ba hodng hét chay trong xdm, nang
tinh bang ra ngoai 19, khi di qua nha
mu Tu cli, nang ding lai, nang dap
ctia thinh thinh:

— Thim Tu, thim Tu 0i, ctu t6i véi!

Mu Tu cui dang lo mo ngt choang
thiic gidc, mu ng6i nhém day:

— Ai dé?
— Ba day, md& cta le lén, trdi oi...

Mu Tu cui khong biét dau duoi g,
nhung mu nghe tiéng quen, mu ciing
lat dat day md cua, canh ctia viia hé
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md, Ba nhao vao nhu moét con 16¢, 6m
cham lay mu:

— Thim di ngay vdi t6i, le lén, c6
thang Viét Cong sap ra ban thim véi toi
do.

— Viét Cong, to6i lam gi no dau?

— Troi oi le 1én, dung héi nta, chét
hét bay gio, thim di ngay vdéi toi.

— Gidi nghiém roi ma.

— Gi6i nghiém cting phai di, linh &
dau?

— Trén cau.

Ba kéo mu Tu culi ra cta, 16i mu
tuon tudt:

- bi, di ngay.
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— Coi chting linh ban.

Hai ngudi da 1én téi dudng nhua,
vugt qua cai miéu, huéng vé phia cau,
t6i gan cau Ba la 16n:

- Piing, dting ban...

Mu Tu cui run cam cdp khi nghe
thay tiéng sing 1én dan loach xoach:

— Troi oi, troi oi con bé nay khung

May ngudi linh gac & cau la lén:
— Ai, dung lai gio tay lén?

Ba budéng mu Tu cui ra, nang gio
hai tay thang lén tr¢i, hdi mu Tu ci:

— Gio tay lén, le di.

Mu Tu cti run ldy bay:
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— Thiét 1a di vao cho chét.

Nhung mu ciing phai gio tay lén.
Tiéng ngudi linh quat 16n:

— Tién gan lai day.

Ba di trudc tu tu ti€n gan lai, nguoi
linh tli trong bong tdi nho ra, tay anh
ta hom sung, may tay sung khac dom
chiing, ho da nhan ra mdt c6 gai va mot
ba gia, tiéng sung lén dan lanh lung:

— Di dau gid gidi nghiém?

Ba diém tinh di gan lai ngudi linh,
hai tay van gio cao:

— T6i xin hoi chadnh.

- Viét Cong?

— N dic cong, cac dng giap toi,
bat ngay tén can bd cao cap trong xom.
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May ngudi linh khac taa ra vay
xung quanh Ba va mu Tu cli run run
nhu cay say, la 16i:

— Con nhd nay dién roi, trdi oi
bong diing ra nhan minh la Viét Cong?

Ba van binh tinh:

— T6i khong dién khung mat tri,
chinh t6i 1a ni dac cong nam vung
trong x6m nay, ba gia nay khong phai,
chung am muu gi€t ba nén t6i phai dua
bd ra day nho cac ong che cho. Hién
trong nha t6i c6 mot tén can b cao
cdp nam, yéu cau cac Ong vao bat ngay
khong nd tron mat. Con toi thi xin hoi
chanh, t6i sé huéng dan cac ong bat
mot 6 nam vung trong nay.

Ngudi ha si nghe 16i khai so lugc
cta Ba xong, anh ta chay vao tup léu
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nho bén cau quay mdy kéu dién thoai,
mot lat sau anh ta tro ra:

— Nam phut ntia c¢6 ngudi téi noi
chuyén véi c6, chung t6i khong céd
quyén quyét dinh.

Ba kéu réu:

— Troi oi, le 1én ching nd tron mat

bay gid.

— Dling néng, gio nay Viét Cong di
ra ngoai dudng chi cé toi thai.

Ba chi xudng con song toi:

— T6i s¢ n6 boi qua sdng mat.

Nguoi ha si cudi, rat mot diéu
thudc 14 cham hut:

— Véay n6 cang chét sém nta, linh
“minh” phuc ¢ d6 hoi nhiéu.
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Nguoi linh nhin vao trong xém:

— N6 ndm trong d6 la nam trong ro
rOi.

Trong léu vai tiéng goi may di cac
noi ron rang.

Mu Tu ngoi & 1€ dudng kéu réu du
diéu, mu cdu qua lén tiéng chui ludn
Ba:

— Con di ngua, tao lam Viét Cong
hoi nao ma may lai kéo tao vao vu nay
chd, tao dang ngl ngon lanh, bong
dung 16i ngudi ta ra hoi chanh.

Mot ngudi linh phi cuoi:

— Ai noi ba gia 1a Viét Cong hoi
nao, c6 nay muon cuu bac nén méi 16i
bac ra day cho chung chau bao vé day
chu.
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— Tui lam gi ai dau ma phai bao vé?
— Nhung Viét Cong muon giét bac.

— Tui cé dao 6ng bdi cha ching n6
l1én dau ma giét toi.

— Aibiét, nhung chuing t6i phai bao
vé bac.

— Toi khong cau ai bao vé t6i hét.
Ngudi trung si htu luon:

— Viy thi nhot.

Mu Tu cui tru lén:

— Tai sao nhot t6i, toi toi tinh gi?

— Khong c6 téi gi cling nhot céd
dugc khong?

Mu cdu sudn quay sang chti Ba sa
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— Dbt ma con di ngya kia, tao doi
dai véi may hét long hét da, tai sao may
nd& long nao kéo tao vao tu vao toi, may
theo Viét Cong thi ké cha may chd, tai
sao may kéo tao vao cdi téi hoi chanh.
Cdc ong oi, t6i oan, chi tai con di ngya
nay do hoi cho t6i, t6i 1a ngudi luong
thién lam an.

May ngudi linh bung miéng cudi,

Ba lo lang cting phai bu6n cuoi, nang
tu an Gi mu:

— Khong sao dau thim Tu, toi
thuong thim ma, thim n& chti toi sao?

— Tao khong can may thuong. tao
khong thim ba thim Tu gi hét tron, tao
khong choi v6i Viét Cong, tao khong
quen chung no....

Mot ngudi linh hu:
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— Téi hoi chanh ndng lam.
Ngudi trung si la:
— Do quy, may choc ba gia hoai.

Ngudi trung si chot nhin ra cuoi
dudng:

— Xe dai uy dén roi kia.

Dén pha chiéc xe Jeep quét trén mat
duodng loang lodng, xe diung lai ngay
dau cau, vi dai ty va hai ngudi linh vé si
nhdy xudng xe, ngudi trung si gac cau
vOi vang ra bdo céo tinh hinh, Ong dai
uy tdi trudc mat Ba:

— Dung nhu nhiing 16i c6 da khai
chu?

— Da dung.
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— Tén d6 lam chuc vu gi ma c6 noi
la cao cap?

— Thua khong biét cap bac gi,
nhung t6i thdy han c6 quyén 16n 1am
v6i nhiing ddc cong hoat ¢ ving nay.
Xin dai ay cho bat ngay khong ching
né thoat hét.

Dai uy nhin vao trong xém:

— Khong thé thoat dugc, ching t6i
da bao vay ky cang rdi, bay gid co biét
gi thém co6 khai di.

Ba lan lugt khai tat ca nhiing diéu

gi nang bi€t, ngudi dai ty cham chu
nghe 6ng ta cho 1énh ngudi trung si:

— Ban bo tat ca ngudi nao ra khai
xOm trong gid nay, bay gid tdi tién vao
muc tiéu vdi coO nay.
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Ba nhac chting:
— Xin dai uy can than.

Mu Tu cti ngoi co ro 6 lé dudng,
mu nghe ngéng, mu khong ngd ngudi
con gai yéu diéu nhu vay lai la mdt ni
ddc cong, mu lo lang.

Nguoi dai ty dat theo mot tép linh
vua dén, dng ta cho linh tién men theo
tiing nha xam nhdp vao xém, cho sua
ran, ong buc minh cau nhau:

— Me may con chd 4c 6n, minh di
dén dau chung stia dén day.

Ba & bén canh 6ng:
— Dai ay coi chting, né cd sung.

Vao sau trong hém Ba ra hi¢éu cho
dai 1y, chi cho 6ng thay can nha c6 tén
ddc cong:
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— Trong nha do, khong biét né ra
chua, t6i nghi né cé thé bang ra 16i
dang sau, tii d6 n6 ra bo song dugc.

— Lo6i do co linh gac rdi, no kho-
ng thé ra bo song, linh cua t6i da xadm

nhap vao hét cac dudng hém.

Ong Dai 1y ra lénh cho ngudi si
quan di canh minh:

— Phéi hop véi canh sat xét s6 gia
dinh, ai ra dudng ban b hét.

— Thua Dai dy s¢ nd & trong bong
toi ban ra.

— Xét s6 gia dinh va xam nhép ngay
vao tiing nha luc sodt ky cang, di nhién
la minh phai chiu thiét thoi ay.

Ddm linh bao vay cdn nha Ba, khép
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dan vong vay, tiéng cho sta ran khap
x6m, Ba lo lang:

— T6i s¢ nd xam nhap vao mot nha
nao dé?

Mit ngudi dai uy trd nén lam ly,
Ong ta diéu dong linh tién vao tling nha,
tiéng linh ddp ctia nha ram ram, den
tiing nha dugc dot 1én, chi con mot s
it nha chua khdm xét. Ong dai Gy nhin
vao can nha cta Ba:

— Toi sé kéu no dau hang trudec,
néu khong tdi bat budc phai ban vao
cdan nha nay.

— Da dai ay cti ban nat ra, nha do
khong phai cua toi.

Ong dai uy ra 1énh cho mot ngudi
linh hé:
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— Ai & trong nha biét diéu ra ngay,
chung t6i cho ba phut dé tré ra néu
khong tuan 1énh binh si sé no sung.

Trong nha im lang nhu td, canh
ctia Ba ddy tung ra khi chay, bat qua
bat lai... van khong c6 tiéng dap lai.
Ba phut ndng né trdi qua, 6ng dai uy ra

lénh:
— NG stung.

Tiéng n6 hang loat rit 1én, tiéng con
nit trong x6m gao khoc. Pan nd sudt
ba phut khong cé tiéng kéu la. Ong dai
uy ra lénh ngung ban, Mui khdi sing
nong nc:

— N6 khong con trong nha nay roi.

Dam linh tién vao nha, ho bat dén
pin lén soi, dan soi thung vach nha 16
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cho cay tung ca nén xi mang, khong cé
béng mot ai trong can nha vang vé nay.

Mot nguoi linh tlf ngoai vuon chay
Vao:

— Ngoai vuon cling khong c6 ai hét.
Nguoi dai ay quay lai hoi Ba:

— C0 biét mat tén nay khong?

Ba lac dau:

— Da khong, vi khi né t6i nha toi
toan la ban dém, né khong cho thap
den nén khong thay mit.

Bong co tiéng cho sta ran, tiéng
sung ban chi thién, tiéng chan ngudi
chay, tiéng la:

— Dung lai.
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Tiép theo la mot bang dan nd vang,
tiéng nguoi ra 1én. Nhiing budc chan
chay ram ram:

— N6, n6 chét roi.

Ong dai ty v6i chay ra ngoai dudng
hém, Ba chay theo, dén pin soi loang
loang, 6ng dai uy la 16n:

— Ngting ban!

Cai xdc ndm soéng sugt trén 1€
dudng, ngay canh cdn nha vach cay.
bdam linh trdng bu lai quanh xdc chét,
khédu sung luc viang ra bén canh nan
nhan.

Anh dén pin tii tay 6ng dai ty chiéu
thang vao mit xac chét, mdu nan nhan
chady 6ng ¢c thim uét mat dudong hém.
Mot ngudi linh noi:
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— Em thay no tii sau mét can nha lo
mo di ra, hinh nhu né dinh ra mé song,
hoé ding lai n6 u té chay, em dudi theo
nd sung.

Mot ngudi linh cti xudng lugm
khau sung:

— N6 ¢6 n6 lai hai phat, dan bay qua
dau em cdi veo.
Anh ta trao khdu sung cho vi dai

tty. Ong dai Gy nhin nan nhan:

— Tiéc qud nd chét rdi, anh em
mang xac nd ra ngoai dudng cho toi.

Bay gid Ba mdi cé dip nhin 16
khuoén mat cta anh Ndm, ngudi dan
ong nay doi véi nang hoan toan xa la.
Ong dai uy:

— Pung thang nay ché ha c6?
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Ba ngap ngung:

— Co & dung do, cdi 4o ca r6 nay,
cai quin nay, khau sung nay.

Ngudi dai uy ra lénh cho binh si:

— Cong viéc chua xong, hai nguoi
khiéng cdi xac nay di, tat ca ¢ lai kham
xét that kj x6m nay.

Ba chi v€ phia nha minh:

— Trong nha con dau nhiéu vi khi,
toi biét cho.

Ba nhin cdn nha nat ma minh da &
suot thai gian qua, nang con gi d€ nudi
ti€c, can nha da thua tiéu tudi tré cta
nang. Nang lai nghi dén ngudi yéu, dén
nhiing 16i hua hen cua chang, nang
chot thé dai.
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Ngudi dai uy diing canh nang don
doc dam linh dao béi trong can nha,
bon linh reo ho méi lan tim thay mét
cay sung. Nguoi dai uy hdi Ba:

— Nguyén nhan nao thic day c6 hoi
chdnh?

Ba cui gam mdt, nang khong biét
phai trd 16i lam sao, chdng 1é nang lai
noi ra nguyén nhan gan nhat, nang tra
16i ltiing lo:

— T6i bat man.

— C0 c6 than nhan khong?
Ba lac dau:

— Toi khong con ai hét.

Troi tang tdng sdng, dam linh da
dao bsi xong s6 vii khi chon gidu, Ba
khai thém:
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— Con hai tén niia, cdc 6ng phuc
day, thé nao chung cting vé, t6i sé nhan
dién.

Ngudi dai uy tuoi cudi:

— C0 sé dugc tudng thudng xing
dang.

Ba mét moi. nang ngo6i xudng thém
nha, nang nghi dén do6i mat trgn triing
cua anh Nam.
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0.

Mu Tu cui cau kinh la bon tré:
— Tui bay khong di choi cho khac

thanh vat tui bay chét rdo do, con nha
gl ma cting dau cting c6 hét cho noi.

Ba dtia tré ding nhe ring cudi, riéu
cot muy;

— Khdi c6 ngan thanh cua thim di.
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Ba dda tré diing bén canh miéu,
chung cang tréu cgt mu:

— Bon nay khong di dau hét rdo. &
day a.

Mu Tu cui xach cai chdéi long ga
ham doa:

— Tui bay khong di tao danh thay

con di mu noi.
Mit ching nhon nhon ra:
— Danh coi.

Mu Tu cui tap ténh chay ra phia
chung, ba dua tré reo ho, mu Tu cui
vung cai chdi lén:

— Tao déap chét me chung bay.

Bon tré chay quanh miéu, viia chay
viia vO tay, mu Tu cui khong tai nao
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du6i kip chung, mu thé hong hoc, mu
ding lai bén canh miéu lem bem chui
béi:

— D6 con nha mat day, biéu khong
dugc, tao biét bé me tui bay la ai tao
meét.

Ba dda tré tinh kho:

— Khoi so di, thoéi tha cho thim doé,
bon nay di choi.

Baduartnhaudirachgchoi,ching
vua di viia ca hat. Mu Tu cli ding tua
lung vao than cdy bén canh miéu thé
ddc, my mét qua chiing, ngay nao bon
tré trong xdm clng ra pha phach cai
miéu, chiung khong coi mu Tu cui ra
gi, chung ua choc mu ndi néng dé€ cuasi
choi.
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Mu Tu cui dua tay 1én quét mo hoi
trén tran dang nhé giot, mu quay vao
nha, bong mot ngudi linh khong quan
di xe gan may diing lai trudc mat mu:

— Xin 16i thim, thim ¢6 phai la thim
Tu khong?

Mu Tu ctii ngd ngudi linh dep trai
ding trudc mdt minh, mu da doan ra
ai, meo cua con Ba ché khong ai khac.
Mu gat dau:

— Da phai.

Ngudi linh khong quan tuoi cudi:

— Han hanh dugc biét thim, t6i co
nghe Lai néi nhiéu vé thim.

— Anh héi con Lai ha?

— Da, Lai néi thuong thim nhu me
vay.
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— Tbi quen kéu c6 1a Ba.
— Da, tht ba ma.
— Chu t6i ¢6 viéc chi khong?

Nguoi linh khong quéan gid mot to
bao ra, chi vao mot cai tin:

— Bdo c6 dang tin Lai ra hoi chanh.
Mu Tu cui cudi:

— Chu cling biét c¢6 Ba la Viét Cong

?)A

— Da khi doc bao mdi biét.

Mu Tu cui nhin vu vo vao trong
xom, mu nhé dén cai dém kinh hoang
may ngay qua, mu lac dau:

— Thiét toi khong biét ndi sao, ai ma
de no la Viét Cong, nd bdo hai toi ngodi
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& chan cau sudt mot dém lanh thay me.
Mu lai ng6 ngudi linh:
— B6 chu khong ngan n6 sao?
— Da ngan gi?
— No la Viét Cong.

— Nhung hoi chanh r6i, bay gid dau
con la Viét Cong niia.

Mu Tu Cui lac dau:

— T6i thi ngan qua rdi, chu con hoi
tham né lam gi nta.

Nguoi linh khong quan nhin ra bo

song, giong anh ta tram xudng:

— Chau biét Lai con thuong chau
lam, vi nghe chau nén mdi ra héi chanh.

~ Ua t6i c6 nghe hai ngudi noi
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chuyén véi nhau, ma truéc do6 cha cé
biét né 1a Viét Cong khong?

— Thiét tinh chau khong biét gi hét
tron, chau ndi choi.

— Toi cling dau c6 biét, t6i thay con
nhé dé thuong nén coi né nhu con, ai
ma deé né la Viét Cong chd!

Mu ng6 ngudi linh:

— B0 cht van con thuong né ha?
- Da.

Mu Tu cti néi buong xudi:

—Thiéu gi gai ma chu lai con thuong
no6 lam chi.

Nguoi linh khong quan cudi:

— Thua thim gai thi dau c6 thiéu,
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nhung chdu chi thuong c¢6 minh Lai
thoi.

Mu Tu cti biu moéi:

— Tinh cadm d, thoi dep di chu a,
coi chting mang hoa vao than.

— Da c6 gl ma mang hoa?
— Chu khong ngén bi lién quan a.
Nguoi linh khéng quén lac dau:

— Cdm on thim, nhung khong sao
dau thim.

Nguoi linh khong quan tuoi cudi,
anh ta nhin vao trong xém:

— Lai dugc thudng 16n lam thim
a, bdo dang khong nhiing 6 nam vung
trong x6m nay bé, ma gan nhu ca mot
vung nay. Lat chdu lén trung tam chiéu
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hoi Thi Nghé tham Lai day, thim cé
nhan gi khong?

— Cho tdi goi 161 hoi tham véi, noi
vGi nd toi hét gian no roi, ban sau co
di theo Viét Cong thi noi cho t6i biét
trudc nghe.

Nguoi linh khong quan cudi vui
vé, anh ta 1én xe gan may, dap may no
canh canh.

— Chting thdng nta tyi chdu lam
dam cud6i thim a, thim di dn cudi
nghen?

— Thiét ha, ua thoi di di, may lay n6
thé nao cling dé ra con lai Viét Cong.

Nguoi linh khong quan cudi 16n,
chiéc xe phong vut di dé€ lai mét lan
khéi méng. Mu Tu cui trd vao nha.
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Ba dua tré ti phia chg di lai, chung
noi chuyén om som vé con ma trén cdy
keo bén canh cai miéu. Ching ngoi lai
dudi goc cay viia an ca rem viia nhin
vao miéu.

Thang Ti sun noi:

— Ong gia tao ndi con me Tu cli
bay dat ndi ldo, khong cé quy gi & cay
keo nay hét tron.

Thang Cu dong y lién:

— Tao cling nghi vay, ma quy me gi,
c6 hom trdi t6i hu tao ra day cdc thay
con ma nao danh du trén cay.

Thang Lugm nhin 1én cay:

— C6 thé cd, nhung dau cé qua troi
nhu con me Tu cui noi.
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Thang Ti sin va thdng kia hoan
toan khong dong y:

— Khong c6, tao cam doan khong
c6 ma, néu cai miéu nay linh thiéng thi
vat c6 tao chét roi.

Moét dia hoi:

— May lam gi ma no vat c6?

Ti sun nhon nhon:

— HOm trudc tao leo 1én cay nay dai
xuong, dai ngay trén ndc miéu vay ma
c6 thanh than ma quy gi dau, néu linh
thiéng thi da c6 chuyén rai.

Thang Cuy tiét 10:

— Tao cé dn cap mot nai chuoi.

Thang Lugm coi nhu nhuat nhat
nhat bon:
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— Tui bay pha qua trdi vay?

— May s¢ ha?

Thang Lugm run vai mot cai:
— Tao thay on 6n.

— May khong choi thi thoi, téi nay
tui dng pha cho may coi.

— Pha gi?

— Cai miéu nay chég con cai gi niia,
may nhat nhu tho dé.

Lugm cuong quyét:
— Tao khong choi dau.
Thang Ti sun ham:

— May khong choi thi thoi, cam noi
vGi ai nghen, hé ra la may chét me véi
hai dua tao.
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Lugm thé lién:

— Dt ma dtia nao ma mét.

— Ua coi bo dugc, hai dua tao sé
bi€u dién cho may coi.

Hai dda ngé vao trong miéu:

— Chua cé gi hét tron, con me Tu
cui lay hét do 1€ roi.

— Moi ngay con mé dan bon, minh
phai ra chia b6t véi mu ché.

Thang Ti sun ly ludn:

— Khong c6 con manao hét rdo, con
me Tu cui hu tat cd moi ngudi trong
x6m dé ngudi ta ngan ma cung kiéng
cho nhiéu, cang cung kiéng nhiéu con
me Tu cui cang c6 nhiéu do an. Tui
bay thay khong hoi nay con mé dau
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c6 them lam chéi long ga ntia, con mé
song phay phay.

— Hen gi.

— May thay khong con mé chi hu,
hu dugc nhiing ngudi nhat ¢ thing
Lugm ché dau c6 hu noi 6ng gia tao,
ong gia tao con lau mdi tin di, 6ng ghét
may ké buon than ban thanh lam.

Thang Cu hoi:

— Bay gi¢ minh lam gi?

Ti sun:

— Khoan da may, ché toi nay.

— B0 lai déi trén miéu niia sao?

Ti sun ghé tai Cy ndi tham. Roi
chung néi 16n hon:
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— Duing ¢6 chia cho thing Lugm
nghe may.
— Tui bay ndi 1én gi tao do6?
— Dau c6, mai thi may biét.
— Ma chia gi vay?
Ti Sun vénh vdo:
— Tui tao cé nhiéu d6 an lam.
Lugm nhin vao trong miéu:

— Tui bay lai danh cap d6 an trong
nay ché gi.

— May cling biét vay ntia sao?
— Tao biét tha.

— May c6 cong nhan dua hau ngon
khong?
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— Ngon nhung dn cap d6 cung
kiéng phai t0i.

Hai thang kia cu6i ré 1én:

— Sao may ngoan qua vay chd, ai
day may vay?

— M4 tao, ma tao néi khong bao
gio dugc an cap do cung hét, ba ma bat
dugc thi tao c6 nudc tron ludn.

Ti stin cac c6 hai:

— Bay gio tui tao an cap dugc roi

chia cho may, may cé dn khong?

Lugm thdy minh bi quyén ra vao
tro choi qudi g& cua bon nay, n6 hoi
ngan ngai.

— Néu khong phai t6i thi tao an,
nhung chac chan la phai t6i roi.
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— Tot nhut la may diing an.
Thang Cuy noi:
— Bd con me Tu cui an hoai do

cung thi cling chét? Ngay nao mé ciing
an.

Thang Ti:

— Trong nha mé mot nui toan la do6
cung, bdi vay mé dau muon minh téi
chia phan véi mé.

Lugm van lac dau:

— Tao chac la khong dugc, bai vi
md tao cung kiéng & miéu nay hoai,
con mé mét tao hom trudc tao bi ba gia

danh cho mot tran qua troi roi.

Ba dua tré thay bdng me Tu cui di
ra, ching linh linh bién vao x6m. Con
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mat mu Tu clii gom gom nhin theo, mu
ghét cay ghét dang bon con nit trong
x0m nay, mu dodn chling ba dda nay
lai c6 am muu gi day.

Mu Tu ctii ra miéu, mu ngo6 vao bén

trong, khong cd gi bi pha phach hét.

Chot mot ngudi dan bakhé nébung
do di téi, mot ba xdm, ba ta thudng dén
cing vai 6 miéu nay. Mu Tu cui vui vé,
tuoi ngay nét mat:

— T6i cing ha thim?

— Da, ciing cho céu pho h¢ cho, hoéi
nay buon ban € am qua.

— Viéy ha, xin keo di.

— C6 chg, tui phai xin keo lai, lan

trudc xin cau cho ré6i ma buén ban van
€ am.
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Mu Tu ctii nhin vao cdi gio do cuing
cta thim xam, coi bo hoi nhiéu, khong
biét 1a nhiing thii gi. Mu Tu cui thap ba
nén nhang:

— Toi thap nhang cho thim nay,
thim van vai cau di, bay do cung ra.

Trudc khi cam nhang vao trong
miéu, mu Tu ctii cAm nhang vai ba cai,
lam ram khan vai lam nhu thanh kinh
lam. Mu ldy ra mot cdi dia, hai dong
bac cac, gieo trén cai dia, trao lai cho
thim xdm:

— Thim xin keo di.

Thim xam gi& do cling ra khoi gio,
mot miéng thit quay bang ba ngon tay
vang ngdy, nda trai dua hiu, mot nai
chuoi chin vang, mu Tu ctui tham khen
mu xam nay cung bai hau hy qua.
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Thim x4&m doén lay cdi dia trén tay
mu Tu cui, thim ta cAm ca cai dia va
hai dong tién cac vii lia lia trudc miéu,
thim khan vai mot trang, mu Tu cui
khong nghe tiéng gi ra tiéng gi. Thim
xam dat cai dia trén bo miéu gieo hai
dong tién 1én trén, hai dong tién quay
quay mot hoi roi nam im. Mat thim
xam chat tuoi 1én, nhin vao céi dia:

— Céau cho t0i rdi, trdi oi toi miing
qua troi ne.

Mu Tu cti xan lai gan:

— Thim xin cdu gi vay?

— Lam dp-phe, tdi con nghi ngd nén
hoi cdu, cau cho, lan nay t6i trung moi
toi t6i cing cdu mot con heo quay ché
khong phai mot miéng thit quay nhu
biia nay dau.
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Mu Tu cti cling cudi nhe ham rang
khap khénh!

— Tring ma, cau da cho thi khong
thé nao khong dugc. Hom trudc céd
ngudi dan ba cd dda con di lac, téi van
vai cau xin keo, cau cho nhu thim do.
Ngay ngay hom sau ba ta tim dugc dia
con, ba t6i 1€ ta on ciu qua troi.

Thim xdm cang tin dd, thim nhin
vao trong miéu:

— Cauthiétlalinh thiéng, causélam
than khu nay ché khong phdi chuyén
choi dau.

— Céu lam than r6i ché.

— Da, ngudi linh thiéng nhu cdu thi
thiét la ddng lam than, nhung cau ciing
kho tanh lam, nhiéu ngudi xin keo hoai
ma khong dugc, cau dau cé cho.
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Mu Tu cui ninh, tiép:

— Ay, mdy nguoi d6 1a méy nguoi
dn & khong co duc, cau ghét mit, dau
cd can cung qua nhiéu, ngudi c6 duc
thi téi tay khong cau cling cho.

— Da, cai mat cua cau la mat thanh.

Thim x4m thap thém nhang vao
miéu, thim khong quén dua cho mu
Tu ctii may chuc bac:

— Thim cam d& may chuc bac dn
trau.

Mu Tu cui dé lay tién, luon miéng
cam on, mu khoe cong lao trong coi,
mu lai ké vé€ céi chét cta cau, do 1a thoi
quen ctia mu khi nhén tién cua ai cho,
s6 di mu phai néi nhiéu nhu vay vi mu
khong muén bi mic cdm, mu muodn
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nhan nhiing dong tién giup d6 mot
cach thoai mai hon:

— Tl hoi nao dén gid toi coi séc cdi
miéu nay, cac ba téi cung bai thuong toi
van cho toi tién la chuyén thuong, tién
thanh t6i cing khong tiéu bay tiéu ba,
toi cting dé€ mua nhang deén cho céu, t6i
nao toi cting thap nhang cho ciu trudc
khi di ngt.

Thim xadm gat dau:

— Thim nghi vay la phai, thoi budi
chién tranh nay ai lam dugc viéc gi
phuc diic khong nén bo qua.

Mu Tu cti cang dugc trén:

— Néu khong c6 cai miéu nay chac
la toi cling lén chtia nao dé lam cong
qua, nhung téi nghi hau ha cau day
cling la mot cach tu roi.
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— Phai, phai, thim nghi rat phai.

Thim xdm cam thém ba ciy nhang
ntia, van vai xong xuoi réi mdéi xép do
vao gid, nhung miéng thit quay va dua
hau dé lai:

— Toi dé lai may thid nay cho thim
dn 10c thanh. May hom ntia ma toi
trang moi toi sé téi ta on cau.

— Da, t6i cling mong cho thim
trang moi.

Thim x4m ra vé, chd cho thim di
that xa, mu Tu cui mdéi len 1én ngo6 vao
miéu coi lai miéng thit quay va miéng
dua hiu, mu nghi bung hay dé ngoai
miéu nay mot lac da, chiéu nay mu sé
cé mot bita com thit ngon lanh.

Mu Tu cui di vao nha, trdi vé chiéu
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nang gay gat, cdi nang bong da bdong
thit. khong céd moét ti gié mat nao, may
cai mun & chan mu Tu cui lai nhom
nhép chay nudc, may con ruodi xanh
toan dau lén d6 may lan, mu Tu cui
xua dudi, miéng lem bem chiii theé.

May con rudi xanh bay vong vong
ngoai troi nang maot hoi rdi bay lot vao
trong miéu, ching bu vao miéng thit
va miéng dua hau cang luc cang nhiéu,
dong dén doi ngudi ta khong nhin
thdy miéng thit va miéng dua dau nia,
nguodi ta chi nhin thay luc nhuc toan
rudi xanh.

Mu Tu cui nam trén van ngt mot
gidc ngon lanh t6i tan chiéu. Khi mu
tinh ddy trdi da téi mit, mu chot nhé
t6i miéng thit va miéng dua hau mu
vOi vang chay ra miéu, mu khong con
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thay miéng dua hau nita, cd miéng thit,
nai chudi. Mu ta hoa lén chti am ¥, ba
thang con nit ra ding nhin my mot
cach binh than, chung lam nhu khong
biét chuyén gi xay ra, chiing con ra hoi
choc mu nitia:

— Mat d6 cung a?

— Tao khong néi chuyén véi tui bay,
tao chui dia nao an cap 1oc thanh cho
thanh vin c6 chét di.

— Dtia nao ma mat day qua khong
biét ha?

Mu nhin ba dda tré, may thang 6n
con nay ché khong c6 ai khac. Mu chui
bdi om som, mu bdi cd cha me nhiing
thang an cap d6 thanh ra chui. Bon con
nit cang choc mu dd.
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Troi toi mit, mu Tu cui cling da
moéi miéng, mu trd vao nha mé noi
com ngudi tanh ngudi ngat ra, mu
danh chan nuéc mam an.

Mu Tu cti ham huc nuét miéng
com nhat théch, mu cau nhau nhu mot
con ché xau tinh bi tranh mat phan
xuong:

— T6 cha céi quan mat day, cdi quin
an cap loc thanh, chung may dn vo
chiing may sé n6 hau n6 c6 chét cha
chét 6ng noi chung bay, cai quan khi
than khi thanh, cai quan chét bs chét
bui, chét ndm doi mudi doi chung bay.

Cang nghi ngoi mu Tu cui cang
ttic khi chti b6i vung vit. Anh dén dau
chap chon chiéu hat bong mu 1én vach
g6 lung linh. Mu dn xong mu van con
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chti, mu chui dén phd ca ngudi, mu
nam thé déc.

Ba thang 16i di qua nha mu nhin
vao, chung khodi ti:

— Con mé tuic di.
Mot thing noi:

— Thiét tinh ma ndi, tao an khong
thdy ngon lanh gi rdo, tao thay ghé
ghé, hai dda bay thay ru6i bu dong qua
mang khong?

Thang Ti sin xo0a cai bung tron
cdng cia minh:

— Tao ciing khong thay ngon gi,
nhung cling an dugc, tao an nhiéu
nhat.

Thang Lugm la dua khong an
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miéng nao, nd noi véi hai thang ban:

— Tui bay choi gac con mé dd, con
mé dang ghét thi¢t, nhung tao khong
thé an dugc, tao ma an ma tao biét
danh tao chét luén, ma tao noi co6 ng-
hich ngom pha phach dau thi pha, ché

may noi thé cing md tao cam.
Thang Cu tuc khi:
— B¢ hai dda tao mét may ha?
Thang Ti sun huych ban mét cai:
— May la thang ga chét.

— Ua tao ga chét d6, thing nao choi
vdi tao thi choi ma khong choi thi thoi,
tao cdc cin thang nao hét tron.

Thang Cu biu moi:

— Lam phach dd.
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— BO hom nay may c6 tién bao tui
tao an ca rem chdng?

— Ma tao hoi chiéu mdéi cho tao hai
chuc, sao tui may danh hoi tai vay?

Thang Ti sun cudi nhe ham rang
sun:

— Khoi can danh hoi, thay may lam
b la tui tao biét may c6 tién, hai chuc
minh an dugc ba ly kem muéi 1am
dong, con nam dong minh mua thudc
Salem hut choi.

Thang Lugm luom hai dda ban:

— Tan hoai a, tao da nhan 16i bao
hai dtia bay dau?

Thang Cu tan thém:

— May dau phai thang keo, may hao



Ven do | 257

hoa phong nha qua tréi ma, c6 tién cé
bao gié may khong bao tui tao dau.

Lugm giao hen trudc:

— Moi thang chi dugc an mét ly
tho6i nhé.

— Pl me, c6 muodn an hai ly cling
déch c6 ma an, cé tién lam tang qua
tr6i qua dat, tru6c may dn cla tao
bao nhiéu tao c¢6 lam tinh lam t0i may
khong, bay gid cd may dong bac da 1én
mdt lam tang, thoi khong them an cta
né ntia Cu a, minh khoi choi véi néd
nta di.

Luom cudng lén:

— E, tui bay néi gi vay, tao chiu choi
ma, tao noi gi dau, tao lam tang hoi
nao, tui bay néi tam bay.
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Hai thang kia hay con lam bo:

— May “md&i” hai dda tao thiét tinh
chég?

— Ua moi, mai tao con mdi niia, mai
ma tao cho tao nhiéu tién hon hom nay
nta kia, ngay mai tao bao tui may an
t6i hai ly kem 14n, chiu hon?

— Thiét hén?

— Noi ldo lam con hai dua bay.
Thang Ti stn, thang Cu reo lén:
- Di, bay gi¢ ba diia minh ra cho.

Ba dua chay mot mach ra chg, mai
khuya ching méi chiu dat nhau ve.
Thang Ti sun va thang Cuy 1a hai anh
em. Ntia dém thang Ti sin thay bung
minh dau quan, né 16p ngdp bo day di



Ven do | 259
cau, no thay thang Cu & trong cau di ra,
mat con nhan nhd. Ti sin ndi véi em:

— Sao tao thay dau bung qua?
— Tao cling vay.

Ti stn lo lang:

— Chai dau néng dau ha may?
— Tao d€ & dau giudng.

Bung thang Ti sin dau quan, né
cui gap ngudi xuodng, rén nho nho, mod
hoi no toat ra dam dia.

- Ui da dau qua!
Cuy cting nhan nhd:
— Tao lai budn di cau niia.

Bung thing Ti stn cang ldc cang
dau di doi, rudt gan no soi lén ung uc,
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n6 khong kip chay vao trong cau, né
vai luon ra quan, no cd cam tudng tat
ca rudt gan n6 déu tudn ra rao, thang
Cu ctiing khong chiu néi nta, hai dua
ngoi bét xudng dat, con dau bung noi
lén tting hoi. Thiang Ti sun rén ri, nd
lén tiéng goi:

— Ma oi, ma oi.

Ba me hai dua tré dang ngu chot
nghe tiéng rén la ctia con, ba chom day
chay xuéng bép, mui phan khim théi
xOng lén nong ndc, ba bat den:

— Tui bay sao vay?
— Dau bung, dau bung qua ma oi.
— Ca hai dua tui bay?

— Da, ui da dau qua.
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Ngudi dan ba cudng lén, chay lén
goi chong. Ngudi chong dang ngu say
bi danh thuc ddy buc minh hai:

— Cai gi vay?
— Hai dua chung né lam sao kia?
— Hai dtta nao?

— Hai dda con minh chd con hai
dia nao ntia, ching trung doc roi, ia
tum lum duéi bép kia.

Ngudi chong chom day:
— Ha, cdi gi, trung doc ha?

Ong ta nhdy phdéc ngay xudng
giuong, chay xuong bép.

— Chung may lam sao vay?

Hai dda bé 1én ri. Ong véi vang cui
xuong, ong hét ba vo:
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— Lay dau gap di.

Hai dua bé lan 16n dudi dat, chiung
fa ddi tum lum, ngudi cha thoa dau
khap ngudi hai dda nhd, 6ng ta rén ri:

— Troi oi, tui bay sao vay, chung
may trung doc roi, ching may an uéng

bay ba gi ha do quy.

Ca hai da mo hoi va ra, mat mai
nhot nhat, chung rén ri:

— Pau qua ba ma oi.
Nguoi cha ngudc 1én noi véi vg:

— Phai dua ching né di nha thuong
gap, chung no trung doc roi.

Ba vg cudng quyt:

— Troi oi khong biét chung né lam
sao vay kia, chung may an gi?
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Ngudi chong tat ta mac do:

— Toi phai di kéu xe dua chung n6
di nha thuong gap, nguy roi.

— Ong sang kéu tam 6ng y t4 sang

day.

Khi nguoi chong di khoi ba vg gan
hoi hai dta con:

— Chung may an udng gi, & dau,
noéi ngay dé tao di thua linh bat thay
me ching no.

Thang Cu phéu phao tra 1oi:

— Tui con dan... an... thit quay...
dua... dua hau...

- O dau?

— Ngoai... miéu...
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Ngudi me hét 1én:

— Troi oi 1a troi, ching bay hai tao
roi, ching bay chét roi, sao con ngu
dai qua vay con, noi ngudi ta thd cung
chung may dam... ddm... Cauvat chung
may roi...

Nguoi dan ba mdc cho hai dua con
ldn 1on dudi dat, ba ta chap tay vai lia
vai lia:

— Tram lay cdu, ngan lay cau, hai
dida con t6i ngu dai xin cau td long nhan
dao thuong ldy chung né. Toéi nguyén
xin ta on cau mot con heo.

Viia luc ay ngudi chong vé nha véi
ong y ta trong x6m, ngudi chong hét
lén:

— Balam cai giong gi vay?
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Ngudi y td voi vang chay téi coi
bénh hai dua tré, anh ta lac dau:

— Thd ta roi, toi chi cé thé chich cho
cam, phdi dua ching no di nha thuong
gap, cham khong ctiu dugc dau.

Ngudi dan ba khoc bu lu b loa:

— Ong 0i chung né ngu dai, ching
né dam dn do6 cung ngoai miéu cau, bay
gi® cau trung phat, 6ng dua chung né
di nha thuong di, toi ra miéu xin cau.

Ngudi y ta phu luc véi ngudi chong
dua hai dua bé ra khoi nha. Nguoi dan
ba cuong quit chay theo, viia chay viia
la 16i am x6m, lam ca xém thtc giac,
ba ta van vai nhu mo6t con mu dién, khi
chiéc tac-xi dua chdng con ba ta di, ba
ta chay thiang ra miéu quy xup xudng
lay nhu t€ sao. Loi x0m c6 ngudi to mo
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cing chay theo ra, phat chéc khong
khi ban dém ndo loan. Linh géac trén
cau ban sung chi thién, mot nguoi dan
ba binh tinh chay téi cau kéu lén:

— DPiling ban cac 6ng ai, ba con 16i
xom day.

Ngudi linh gac trén cau héi:
— Chuyén gi vay?
Nguoi dan ba di tdi, giai thich:

— Chung t6i ra miéu cau, c6 hai dta
nho bi ciu vat, me né ra miéu xin.

— Cau nao?
— Da ciu tho & miéu.

Ngudi linh nhin ra ddm dong lam
bam:
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— Dém hom khuya khoat chi lam
On, giai tan vé ngay khong bat budc
chung t6i phai n6 sung.

Ngudi dan ba nédn ni:

— Xin x€p thong cam cho, ma no
chi c¢o6 hai dia, cho ma né van vai cau,
cau tha mang cho chung.

— Ba biét bay gi¢ 1a may gi¢ dém
khong, dém hom khuya khoat chi dugc

cai lam On, thoi vé di.

Ngudi dan ba trd lai miéu, nguoi
trong xém kéo ra moi ldc mot dong
hon, ba me hai nan nhan dang xi xup
khan vai luén miéng, dam dong ri tai
nhau, phut choc ca xém biét hai dua
con nha chi Bady 6m pha miéu, an cap
do ¢ miéu bi cau vat.



268 | Nguyén Thuy Long

Mu Tu cui ciing thuc gidc, mu thay
ran ran & ngoai miéu, mu di ra hoéi
nguyén do, mu than trdi, mu ngtia mdt
1én, lac dau, lam mét ct chi tuyét vong:

— Thoi roi, khong con hy vong gi
nta rdi, téi da bao trudc chung né ma,
toi van lay ching né nita, nhung ching
c6 nghe dau, ching nhit dinh pha bang
dugc ma, bay gio cau ndi gidn qua roi,
kho xin cdu niia roi.

Mu Tu cui k€ 1é:

— Toi biét chiung n6 mdt bon ba
thang ché khong phai hai thang, ching
vo hét rdo do cung kiéng trong nay,
mot miéng thit quay, ntia trdi dua hau,
chuoi ne, hinh nhu chi cé vay, it vay
nhung ciing la d6 an cta thanh than.
Toi da hét 16i van lay chung no, chung
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nd co dé toi yén dau, chung con chui
toi nita chd.

Nguoi trong xom to mo:

— Thim thay ba dua ha, thim nhé
thang kia la con ai khong?

Ai cling nom nép lo sg dua thu ba
la con minh, mu nhin vao tiing mdt,
mu noi doi:

— Déng 1é t6i chdng thém noi lam
chi, t6i no6i thém ac khau, nhung thoi
toi ndi lam phudec, lo ciing kiéng ta 16i
vGi cau di, chac nha nao dé c6 nhon cé
dtic nén cau chua né lam téi.

Mu bong téi truéc mdt mot ngudi
dan ba con tré, noi véi giong ai ngai:

— Chi a, lo cung kiéng cho thang
Luom nha chi di, chi thudng ra cung
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bai day nén cdu con nghi dén cai tinh
chac la cdu khong né.

Ngudi dan ba nhdy dung lén:
— Thang Lugm nha t6i?

— Phai, nd véi thang Ti sun thang
Cu, ba thang chung n6 héi chiéu ra
phd phach ngoai nay, t6i ndi chung
no, chung chi lai toi, chui ca cau nia.
Chuing né an cap do ciing xong roi con
phdéng ué tum lum, t6i méi don dep
xong roi vita mdi di nga ne, ndi cho chi
biét, 1an nay la ciu gidn lam r6i d6, may
lan trudc cau tha thu.

Mot ngudi hdi:

— B ba thing nhé pha nhiéu lan
roi ha?

Mu Tu cui dugc dip tra thu:
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— Khong phai chi cé ba dtia chung
nod, con nhiéu dua khac, ca thang con
chi nta.

— Con t0i?

— Ché sao, thang Tam phai khong?
Chinh thang Tam da tling leo 1én cay
dai xuéng ndc miéu.

— Troi oi, sao bay gid chi méi noi
cho t6i hay?

— Hoi stic d4u t6i n6i d€ mang tiéng

Mu vénh mat, han hoc:

— Ngudi ta tling khi ré t6i, coi toi cd
ra gi, tdi co diéu gi khong phai néi dau
cd ai nghe. Con chi khong hay khong
phai t6i ndi nd, nd chi tdi, to6i cd mét
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chi, biét dau chi khong binh con ma
chui toi, bo t6i ngu lam sao?

Mot ngudi dan ba ngiia miéng noi:

— Ai ma chui lai chi, chi ¢6 chi chti
nguoi ta thoi chd.

Khong khi moi luc moi thém gay
can, moi ngudi phai can. Linh trén cau
nd sting dung dung giai tan dam dong,
nhung khong ai chiu vé nha. Ba ngudi
linh phai téi tan noi.

— B0 cdc ngudi khong nghe 1énh
chung t6i hay sao cac ngudi c6 biét
bay gio la may gi¢ dém roi khong? Cac
nguoi nén biét rang bay gio gidi ng-
hiém ai ra duong chung t6i cé 1énh ban

bo.

Mot ngudi dan ba cong cén:
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— Ban ha, ban di coi, chung t6i c6
lam gi dau, chung t6i cing bai ma, bd
cac ngudi muodn dan dp ton gido ha, cac
ngudi xam pham dén tu do tin ngudng.

Mot ngudi linh néng mau:

— Khong cé ndi nhiéu, cac nguoi
khong chiu vé nha chung toi ban, cé
vay thoi.

Anh ta lén dan, dam dong bat dau
xao dong, nhung mu dan ba gia hong
van lam téi:

— Ba con dtling c6 lo, t6i noi ne, toi
noi 1€ phai, téi khong sg ai hét.

Ba ngudi linh nhin nhau r6i nhin
mu dan ba, mot ngudi co 1€ la cap chi
huy téi trudc mat muy:
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— Bat budc t6i phai bat chi diéu tra,
chi cé nhiéu 16i 1€ chong doi cé loi cho
cOng san.

Nguoi dan babat ddu cuonglén, my
khong con binh tinh, nhat [a mu thay
dam dong khong hudéng ting minh:

— B0 cdc dng bat tdi sao?
— Phai ching t6i bat chi.
— T6i c6 lam gi dau?

— Khong can biét, nhung chung t6i
bat budc phai dua chi vé tiéu khu diéu
tra vé nhiing 161 noi ctia chi.

— Nhung t6i c6 toi gi?

— Néu khong c6 tdi gi thi chi sé vé,

bang khong chi & tu.

Mu dan ba cang hoang hon:
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— Cac 6ng nay bat t6i thiét sao,
chong t6i 1a linh ma.

— Chong chi 1a linh thi chung t6i
cang nén bat niia.

Nhiing mii sung di gan vao nguoi
chi ta, khong ai ctu chi dugc niia, ai
cling c6 vé sg sét, chi danh phai xuéng
nudc nan ni:

— Cac ong bat t6i toi nghiép, toi con
chdu nho & nha, chong t6i dém nay di
tric khong cé ai coi nha.

Ngudi linh cuong quyét:

— Néu chi khong cé tdi thi mai
chong chi 1én tiéu khu lanh vé.

Bay gid thi hon via mu lén may, mu
cudéng quyt xin xo0:
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— T6i nghiép t6i ma cac o6ng.
Mot ngudi linh tién dén dam dong:

— Thoéi xin dong bao gidi tan di, ai
vé nha ndy, cung vai thi dé sing mai,
bay gi¢ khuya qua roi.

bam dong ngoan ngoadn vao xém,
con tro lai mu dan ba véi ba ngudi linh,
ba ngudi dp tai mu lén cau, mu ludn
miéng van lay. Ho bat mu ding & dau
cau, mot trong ba ngudi linh hoi ban:

— Minh tinh sao vé vu nay?

Ngudi thugng si. no6i nho véi hai
nguoi linh:

— Minh dan mdt choi vay théi ché
bat b6 me gi, dé€ cho ba chin ding dé
t6i sang minh tha vé ma.
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Trong khi d6 mu dan baluén miéng
nan ni, mu khoc l6c, ngudi thugng si
buc minh tré lai:

— Bay gi6 chi mudn vé phai khong?

— Da thua thugng si thuong cho
em.

— Ban sau chi khong c6 1ép nhép
cai miéng ntia nghe, coi chling mang
hoa a.

— Da em khong dam.

— Dang ly ra t6i giao chi vé tiéu khu
dé tuy dang d6 phén xt, nhung thoi chi
da biét hoi cai thi toi tha chi.

Chi dan ba vai lién mot cai:
— Cam on thugng si.

— Thoi chi vé di.
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Mu dan ba quay lung di lién mot
mach khong dam ngoanh lai. Mu ta vé
dén x6m moi nguoi van con thtic. Co
nguoi to mo hoi:

— Sao, linh tha bac a?

Mu lai vénh vao:

— Toi t6i tinh gi ma bat kia chi?

— C6 dua lén tiéu khu khong?

— Lén cling vay thoi, toi trinh bay
dau dudi cau chuyén véi ong dai uy,
Ong rdy may ngudi linh qua troi, dng
con ndi linh khong dugc quyén xuc
pham t6i tu do tin nguéng ctia dong
bao, khong chting ba thang cha linh d6

sé bi 6ng nhot, dng la riy ho, bat ho xin
16i toi, danh xe dua toi vé tin dau xom.

— Banh qua ta.
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— Khong banh gi nhung 1€ phai ma,
minh c6 lam diéu gi gian d6i dau ma
s0.

C6 ngudi ha hoc miéng nghe mu
dan ba, ho cdm phuc con ngudi can
ddm. Mu ndi xong cau chuyén, mu
khong quén hai:

— Hai d@a con chi Ba ra sao?

— Chi v6 nha thuong véi anh roi,
toi thay kho qua khoi qua, binh thi con
chia dugc ché than thanh ma vat thi
c6 Ong trdi cly, hai thang nho nha dé
nghich than sau nhat xém nay.

— Con thang Lugm?

— Me né vé danh né qua troi, nd
khai hai thang kia du né an, nhung né
thay do nén khong dn, ma c6 1€ nd noi
thiét, n6 khong lam sao hét tron.
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— Nhung dau sao thi me nd ciing
phai cing ta on cau.

— M4 no¢ tinh ngay mai lam ga cing
de.

— Toi cling phai cung cdu, cau linh
qua troi.

L6i xém ban tan x6n xao dén
gan sang cing khong hét chuyén, cau
chuyén xoay quanh dé tai miéu céu, cé
nguoi dung dung lén rang trudc khi
cau vat hai dia nho cdu da bdo mong
cho ma no biét trudc ca tuan 1é, Mot
nguoi td mo hoi:

— Tai sao thim lai biét chuyén nay?

— Thi md nd noi véi tdi ma, ma nod
n6i ma né nam mé thay mot ngudi con
trai mdc 4o d6 hién ra néi rang ba ding
dé cho con ba pha t6i réi bién mat.
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Chi Ba dau c6 dé y chuyén nay, chi
ta cing khong biét do6 la hon cdu, bay
gio nghi lai méi bi€t thi muon qua roi.

Cau chuyén moéi lic mét tré nén
huyén hodc, nhiéu giai thoai vé cau
dugc ké ra, mot ngudi dan ba lo au:

— X6m minh nhiéu con nit phai coi
chiing chung méi dugc, bon con nit thi
c6 biét kiéng né gi ai dau. Tot hon hét
minh cho phép mu Tu cti cu thay dda
nao lang ra pha ngoai miéu thi danh
thdy me. Cong minh nuéi con suot bao
nhiéu ndm trdi, pha cau, cau vat cho
chét 1dn dung ra do roi than troi a.

— Céi ngudi chét vao gid linh nguy
hiém viy do.

Gan sang chiéc tac xi chd thay Ba
vé, 101 xdm bu quanh hoi tham:
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— Binh tinh hai dda nhoé ra sao
thay?

Mat mi thiy Ba pho phac, thay lac
dau tuyét vong:

— Chung né chét ca roi.
— Troi oi!

Thay Ba rom rém nudc mat quay
vao nha, thady dang mudn n6i dién len
vi mat con, thay khong mudén tra 16i
nhiing cau hoi tham vo6 nghia, hinh
anh hai dtia con chap chon trong dau
thay. Thay dong kin ctia vao nha nam.

L6i x0m cang ban tan dit, ho ngo ra
miéu cau:

— Cau linh da, hai thang nho nay
chac qua lam cdu mdéi vat chét do, ngay
mai minh phai lo ciing kiéng cén than,
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phai giti quanh miéu cho thanh khiét.

— Minh giao luén cai miéu cho
mu Tu cui lo, minh gép tién nudi nd,
ma khoi nudi ciing dugc, ndi do cung
kiéng ciing du cho con mé no roi.

Troi tang tang sang thim Ba vé,
thim kéu khoc vang ran tu ngoai dau
xOm, thim vat va trudc miéu ciu!

— Cau oi la cau, con to6i co toi tinh
gi v6i cdu toi xin chiu téi thay chung,
cdu nd long nao vat chét hét ca hai dua
chung, cdu oi la cau. Bay gid cau cé
linh thiéng thi cdu vat chét nét t6i di,
toi con song lam gi niia ha troi.

Thim Ba dap dau binh binh vao goc
cay bén canh miéu. Nhiing ngudi dan
ba trong xém sg¢ qua, voi téi nang thim
day, s¢ rang trong khi dién cudng thim
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Ba dn noéi khong gitt mom gitt miéng,
cham vao vong linh cau, cu hai ca xém

thi khon hét.
Mot ngudi dan ba an ui thim Ba:

— Thoi thim o1, song chét c6 so, dau
cd ai tranh khdi, tr&i khong cho hai dua
con thim song lam ngudi thi danh chiu
ché biét lam sao?

Thim Ba giay 1én danh dach nhu
con ca loc bi dap dau:

— Khong than khong thanh gi hét
tron, than thanh gi ma bat nhan vat
mot lugt chét hai dua con ngudi ta.

Nguoi dan ba voi bit miéng thim
lai, hai ba ngudi khdc phu luc diu thim
Ba vao trong x6m, hang x6m xtim dong
lai an i mo6i nguGi mot cau.
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Troi sdng ré mat ngudi, cau chuyén
cau vat chét hai dda nho lan truyén ra
tGi tan ngoai cho.
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Ad.

AY, BA BIET KHONG, CAI
MIEU CAU ding kia linh
lam, méi vat chét dém qua hai dda nho
do.
— Miéu nao?
— Miéu cdu ma minh thuong di chg
qua hoai do, ba dua pha phach bay ba

trong miéu, dém hom qua cau vat chét
tuoi hai diia, con mot dua ngac ngu
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chua chac da qua khoi. Ngudi ta don
linh 1am, ai xin gi cling dugc, mién la
cung kiéng cho thanh tam.

— Dinhién cungkiéngla phai thanh
tam roi.

— Lat ntia bac di cang vé6i t6i khong?

~ Ua di thi di, d€ ban xong do da.

— T6i di mua nhang dén nhé.

— Mua gium t6i niia, lat t6i dua lai
tién.

Hai ba ban hang rong ngoai cho
no6i chuyén véi nhau. Ba ban diing day,
ba kia lo ban hang, mdt ngudi dan ba
khach hang quen ngdi xa xuéng an bun
bi hoi:

— Chuyén gi dé thim?
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— Chuyén cai miéu linh thiéng?
— Miéu nao?

— Phia dau duodng ding kia, cai
miéu thd ciu?

— Cau nao vay?

— Cau la oan hon udng tu hoi tét
Mau Than, ngudi ta thay linh nén lap
miéu thd, mdéi dém hoi hom ciu vat
chét hai dua nho, con mdt dida ngac
ngu, tdi e cling khoé song.

— Thiét ha?

— Tréi 01 bd t6i noi ldo sao, dau co
phdi minh tdi ndi, ca chg néi um sum
sudt tu sang dén gio.

— Ngan qud nhi, noi thé cung ma
pha phach thi ciu vét chét cling la phai.
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— Oan hon udng tl bao gid cling
vay, phai lo cung kiéng dang hoang
ché khong pha [dm, minh biét lo cung
kiéng thi ho phtt h$ cho minh. C6 mét
thim x4m xin keo cdu, cdu cho, vdy ma
trang moi do.

Méi ngay hom trudc stia con € hé,
thim xdm ngan qua tinh ban d6 ban
thao di, thim ta di xin keo, cdu noi
diing c6 ban, ngay hom sau dot nhién
stia bién sach trén thi trudng, thim
xdm trung moi do thiét la 16n, Toi nghe
nguoi ta ndi vay thoi, d€ hom nao gap
thim ta t6i hoi thi coi.

— B0 linh vay sao?

— Khong linh ma ngudi ta cung 1€
xi xup suot ngay, dau cd phai chi dan
budn ban vat ma ca 6ng no ba kia, bd
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may ngudi do6 ngu hét sao?

Ba an bi bun cham chu nghe, ba ta
chot chét cai miéng:

— Nha t6i & gan d6 ma t6i khong dé
y do, toi thay lap cai miéu lén t6i nghi
cling gidng nhu mdy cai miéu dung &
1€ dudng cung may oan hon bi xe hoi
can, ché dau cé nghi linh nhu vay?

— Vé bac di cung tht coi.

— Phai do, lat t6i ra chg mua moét
nai chuoi, minh nghéo chac cau ciing
thong cam.

— Cung kiéng minh thanh tam la
dugc roi, diing néi dén chuyén giau
ngheéo ma phai tdi v6i thanh than. Toi
nghe noi ai co6 binh tat gi téi cau xin
cau cau cling pho ho cho khéi do.



292 | Nguyén Thuy Long

— Véy ha, t6i c6 thang con binh hoai
khong khoi suét mdt ndm nay thuoc

thang hét thay no dén thay kia.

— Vay thi t6i miéu cau di, cdu linh
lam, chi ct tin toi.

Chi trong vong mot budi sang thién
ha don dai vé su linh thiéng cta cau,
lan truyén khap chg.

Tl mudi gid sang mu Tu cui thay
nguoi un un kéo téi cing bai ddy miéu,
mu Tu cui khong hiéu d4u duoi ra sao,
cau chuyén hai dua tré pha miéu bi
cau vat chét my Tu cui phéi ké di ké
lai khong biét bao nhiéu lan, doé cing
kiéng bay day ra cd ngoai dudng. Mu Tu
cui khong quén nhac nhé moi ngudi.

— T6i la ngudi hau ha cau tii lac cau
lam chung cho t6i khi dong bao trong
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xom lap miéu tho, toi lai quét don
miéu. Cong viéc lam an t6i phai bo rao,
chi con trong vao 1oc cua cau.

Mot ngudi dan ba nhin mu Tu cui:

— Phuéc dtic qud, chi la ngudi
phudc duc, cau cho chi dn 1oc do, thiét
chi 1a nguoi tu ti ki€p trudc méi duge
hudng do.

Mu Tu cui cudi nhiin nhdn, mu
nghi dén tuong lai xdn lan cta muy, roi
day thién ha sé nudm nugp kéo dén 1é
bai & miéu nay mu tha ho no.

Mu nhin d6 cing é hé, r6i mu nhin
can choi nho xiu cua minh, mu khong
thé chia hét va cling khong thé an hét,
mu dém lo lang.
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Pam ma hai dta tré tii trong xo6m
di ra, thim Ba kéu gao khoc 16c tham
thiét, con thay Ba lang thinh nhin vé
phia miéu, thay nhin nhiing ngusi dén
cing bdi bang con mat cam hon, thay
ham tham:

— Thé nao ciing c6 lan tao dap bé
cai miéu nay xem thang nao lam gi tao,
d6 moi ro.

Mu Tu cti chi ché cho ngudi dan
ba dung canh minh:

— D6 ddm ma hai dua nho pha
miéu bi cau vat chét dé.

Moi ngudi rung minh le ludi:

— Linh thiéng thiét, con nit con noi
khong biét day bao ra noi thé phugng
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phd phach chi thiét cho cha me, cong
on nudi dudng sudt bao nhiéu nam
troi.

Mu soOn son viia khéan vai xong:

— C4u la thanh than, cidu nhon hau,
chac la phai c6 diéu gi qua xa lam day
nén cau mai quat chét tuci vay ché.

Mu Tu cui giai thich:

— Thi hai thang nho nay nghich tran
ai nhat xom ma, t6i la mang n6 biét bao
nhiéu lan r6i ché c6 phai khong dau,
chacla lan nay cdu gidn qua nén mdi ra
cd su nhu vay.

Mu sOn son suy ludn::

— Toi thi cho la an thua & cai duc
ctia bd me, ngudi dn ¢ cd nhon co6 dic
thi thanh than dé chd nao thanh than
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mudn hai, chic hin b6 me kém dtic
day nén con cai mdi phai chiu, ngudi
chong gia dinh nay lam nghé gi thim
biét khong?

— Hinh nhu lam céng chuc gi do.

Mu sOn sén khong may bang long
vé cau trad 16i ctia mu Tu cui:

— Chi noi sao, chi lam cong chic
thoi a, vo ly, khong nhat dinh phai lam
nghé gi that duc lam.

— Thay Ba la thay chu trong x6m
nay ma.

Mu sén s6n van chua dugc thoa
man:

— Thim biét thay Ba ttt hoi nao?

— Ca may chuc ndm nay lan.
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— Thé trudc hoi Tay thay Ba lam
nghé gi?

— Hoéi dé thay Ba con tré, nghe dau
ong lam phong nhi hay gi... gi d6 cta
Tay.

Mu s6n son reo lén:

— Hén gi, t6i biét ma, t6i ndi dau
cd sai, phong nhi thim biét 1a gi khong,
troi, mot noi da man tan bao khong
thé tudng tugng dudc, noi danh dap
tra khao ngudi, chic hin thing cha nay
cling gay ra nhiéu tdi 16i roi, trdi cd mat
ma, troi nhd tay cau quat chét hai daa
con cua n6 d€ dén tdi ac.

Khi néi nhu vay muy khong con git
dugc binh tinh mat mu trgn 1én, mu
nhét dinh rang thay Ba la ngudi tan ac
nhat thé gian. Nén troéi méi phat, méi
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vat chét luon mét 1an hai dda con.
— Qua bdo nhan tién ma.

Chi mot 1at sau cong viéc boi nho
vg chong thiy Ba cua dam dan ba lam
diéu di téi mtc tuyét xdo, ngudi ta
khong con kéu la thay Ba nita ma ngudsi
ta kéu la vg chong thing c6m phong
nhi Phap mdi bi cau vat chét hai dua
con. Ho ban tan vé cai chét cta hai dua
nho thay khung khiép.

Mot ngudi dan ba ké lai cho ba ban
mdi téi rang:

— Hai dtra nho vlia én xong miéng
dua hiu lién sui bot mép, mat ching
trgn ngugc 1én, ching di vé nha chivao
mdt bo: May la thang dai gian dai ac.
Thé r6i mét hai dda nhoé tim lai ching
run 1én 14y bdy, chung ia dai tum lum
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khap nha, miéng hoc mau lan ra chét
tuoi, khong co6 thudc nao chiia khoi.
Ciu phat do, bdi tai ngay xua thang cha
lam & phong nhi ctia Tay gay nhiéu t6i
ac qua nén troi phat.

Nguoi ban cham cht nghe, ba ta lac
dau, t6i miéu cam nhang, by do cing
ra xi sup lé,

Khi thay Ba dua ddm con v¢, di qua
cai miéu, moi nguoi diing nghét mat ra
ngo6. Mu Tu cui nhin thay Ba hom nay
khédc hdn. Bay gid thi xung quanh thay
da dugc bao pht bsi mdt dam may tdi
ac mu ddc. Thay Ba di cham lai, mat
lam ly. thay nghe thay tiéng xi xao:

— N6 déy ha?
— Ua chinh né dé.
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Thay Ba dung lai, nhin vao ddm
dong, hat mat:

— Cdc nguoi noi gi toi?

bam dong im lang, khong ai noi
cau nao, lui dan khi thay Ba tién lén,
mat thay Ba chgt trd nén di ton, thay
nhin vao cai miéu:

— Néi cho cac ngudi hay thé nao
cling ¢6 lan t6i pha cai miéu nay, chi vi
tho thang bt c... nay ma hai dtia con toi
chét.

No6i xong thay Ba bo di vao xém.
Pam dan ba cing vai luc d6 mdi lén
tiéng:

— Coi mat thang cha nay biét ngay
la hang bat nhon bac ac.

— Cha ham phd miéu dé.
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— Stic mdy, lan nay ma dung vao
miéu cdu thi chinh thang cha chét tham
thiét cho coi.

Mu Tu cui thay lo lang, thay Ba
hdm, 6ng dam lam 1am, 6ng ma pha cai
miéu nay mu ciing chang lam gi dugc,
mu chi la mu dan ba yéu duoi.

Mui nhang, mui gidy vang bac dot
l1én lam khong khi cdi miéu tréd nén
ton nghiém. Téi chiéu thi tat cad nhiing
nguoi téi cung bai déu mac nhién cong
nhan mu Tu cui 13 t6i té cdu, nhat nhat
viéc gi ngudi ta cling hoi mu Tu cui.
Mu Tu cui thay han hoan mat mé ca
long,

Troi toi dan, gio song mat long
16ng, ngudi cung bai cling thua thot
dan.
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Mu Tu cui mét dii, mu nam udn ra
giuong. Mu nam ng6 dam dé cung ma
danh chiu, muy ching con hoi stic dau
ma an uong. Bay gié mu budn ngt, mu
buc minh vi cdi chan ngiia ngdy cta
minh, mu tho tay xuéng gai dén tét thit
ra, nuéc nhon tii may mun ghé rin rin
thdy kho chiu. Mu Tu cui khong thé
lam biéng dugc, bat budc mu phai tré
ddy rua chan xtic thuoc.

Mu Tu cui ndu mot noi nuéc néng,
pha dm am vao mdt cai chau ngoi ¢ hién
nha ngdm chan, mu hit ha, mu thay dé
chiu khi cho ca hai chan vao chiu nuéc
am, nudc am ve vuot ban chan 1616i cta
mu, ban tay mu mon man trén nhiing
mun ghé ngtia, ban tay my mon man
dén dau, mu thay dé chiu dén d6. Mu
Tu cui ngd ra miéu, cai miéu dudi goc
cay luc nay coi tham u. Hinh nhu cé
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béng mot ngudi nao dé dang van vai,
gié nay ma van con ngudi cing 1€ sao,
mu Tu cui td hdi, mu ngti thady mui
nhang theo gié thoang dén phia mu
ngoi.

Ngudi nao dd sau khi van vai xong
di théng, mu Tu cti lai suy nghi van
vo, mu nghi dén ngay mai khi khach
thap phuong kéo dén miéu, mu lai mét
nhoc, mu lai phai ti€p ngudi no ngudsi
kia, trd 16i nham chdn nhiing cau hoi
ma mu da tra 16i khong biét bao nhiéu
lan. Ngay xua khi mu c¢6 don khong ai
hoéi han dén, mu thay oan doi, bay gic
mu phai ti€p xic nhiéu qua thi mu lai
mét moi, mu thém thuong nhiing phut
nghi ngoi, mu lai muon ngoi yén mat
cho xau tling cai long ga vao cai kim,
nhung mu biét chac chan rang nhiing
ngay do sé chang bao gid con trd lai,
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bat dau tii hdm nay mu sé ban ron vo
cung, tri khi nao cai miéu nay khong
con niia.

Mu Tu cui chgt nghe tiéng xe gan
may, roi anh den xe loang lodng, mot
chiéc xe Honda queo vao x6m, chiéc xe
ngling lai trudc ctia nha my, mu nging
1én, mot tiéng reo:

— Thim Tu.

Chiéc xe tat may, mu Tu cui nhin
thdy ngudi linh Khong Quan, ngudi
vua kéu tiéng thim Tu, khong ai xa la,
chinh la c6 Ba.

Trong khi ngudi linh Khong Quan
lui cui dung xe thi c6 Ba chay a lai muy,
tiéng nang reo vui:

— Thim Tu, Ba day, Lai day thim
khong nhén ra sao?
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Hai ban chan mu Tu cui van con
ngam trong nudc bay gio thi da lanh
dan, mu Tu cui vGi cai khan, nhic chan
ra khéi mdt nudce lau kho. Mu khong té
vé von va:

— CO Ba do ha?

— Da, chau, chau vé tham thim Tu
day, thim con gidn chdau khong?

Mu Tu cti tiép tuc lau chan, mu
tram tinh:

— Gian c6 Ba lam gi, thoi chuyén
hoi trudc qua roi, sao hoi nay 6 dau?

— Chéu ra khéi trung tdam Chiéu
Hoéi r6i, bay gié chau la mét ngudi
luong thién.

Nang gidi thiéu ngudi linh Khong
Quan:
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— Chong chau d6 thim a.

— Ua tao biét, tao nghi thé nao tui
bay cling lay nhau ma, mting cho hai
dda bay, vay 1a phai, may a con gai thi
phai cé chong c6 con ché di theo bon
Viét Cong lam chi.

Co Ba cuoi:
— Thim chong Cdng dd.

— Tao ching chdng ching theo ai
hét tron, nhung cai gi phai thi thoi, nay
nha nudc tha may roi ha?

Co Ba gat dau:
— Chau biét hoi cai roi ma.

Mu Tu cti nhan thay tinh cdm cta
minh khong con dam da vé6i c6 Ba nhu
hoéi trude nita, my thdy minh lo lo 1a
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la. C6 Ba cling cdm thdy nhu thé, nang
trd lai xdm nay, nang thay minh séng
lai cd mot quang doi di vang hai huing,
nang nhu con nhin thdy cai xac ngudsi
dan 6ng nang goi la anh Nam nam
song sugt, mau me dam dia, nang nghi
dén cdn nha trong x6m, cdn nha toi
thui, moi lan anh Nam t&i. hoi thé hoi
hdm, mui m6 hoi khen khét ctia anh
Ndm. C6 Ba bang hoang khi nghi lai,
vay ma minh da bao nhiéu dém phai
nam trong vong tay dy. Nang dua mat
nhin chong, nang niu kéo lay hinh anh
chong, minh chi con chang, chi con
chang ma thoéi, nang nghi dén dua con
ndm trong bung minh, né méi dugc
mot thang, hinh anh dta con vo vé di
vang den t0i ctia nang.

Co Ba dat tay lén vai muy Tu cui:
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— Thim Tu, chdau muén néi véi
thim mot diéu nay.

- Gi do?

— Trudc hét chau xin thim tha tha
cho chau, hoi trudc chau dugce 1énh cua
Viét Cong phai theo déi thim, chung
muon sat hai thim.

Mu Tu cui ngling lau chan, mu
ngang lén:

— Mudn giét, tdi c6 lam gi chiang
dau?

— Chung thu thim, chdng cho la
thim da chi diém cho linh Quéc Gia
bat nhiing 6 dac cong trong vung.

- Pau co?

— Nhung chung ct nghi vay do,
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khong biét bay gid ching con theo doi
thim khong, chdu thay minh c6 nhiém
vu phai ndi cho thim hay diéu nay dé
thim coi chiling.

Mu Tu cui thdy rang minh chang
con thiét tha gi, mu mét moi, chan nén.
Mu lac dau:

— Thiét 1a mét thi gid, t6i chang con
hiéu cai gi hét tron, hoi Tét Mau Than
bong nhién nguoi ta kéu toi la ba gia
anh hung gié€t gidc, roi bay gio toi lai
dugc em noéi Viét Cong dinh giét toi,
toi ¢6 la cai qudi gi dau, chdng 1a ba gia
anh hiing ma ciing chang la ngudi chi
diém, to6i chi mudn séng yén, chinh cac
ngudi ay lam khoé lam dé toi.

— Da chau hiéu, hdm nay chau chi
dén nhac chling thim, thim nén dé'.
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— Cam on, nhung cdi mang minh
nhu con sau cdi kién, c6 coi chuing ciing
vay ma thoi, né mudn chém muon giét
minh ldc nao ma chang dugc, thoi thi
phé mdc ménh troi. Bay gio toi chi con
biét hau ha cau.

Co6 Ba ngac nhién hoi:
— Cau nao dé thim?

— Ciu ngoai miéu kia, ngay ngay
toi nhang dén cho cau, dn 10c cua cau
sOng qua ngay.

Mu Tu cui chdn ndn, mu khong
mudn no6i dén chuyén chét chdéc nia,
mot ngay nay mu da phai ti€p qua
nhiéu ngudi. Mu khong con muodn noéi
chuyén vé6i vg chong nha nay ntia, muy
thady cdi nguodn tin ma c6 Ba mang lai
cho mu lang nhach, nhung mu khong
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nd ndi ndng 161 véi cd ta, dau sao cd
ta doi v6i mu ciing tot trong thoi gian
qua.

Mu Tu cui lau sach chan, rac thu6c
boét vao nhiing cdi mun 1§ loét, xong
xuoi mu dung day:

— T6i phai ra thap nhang cho cau.

Mu Tu cui lam cham ra miéu, doét
1én ba cdy nhang, mui nhang thom ngat
toa trong dém. Mu Tu cli ding trudc
miéu ldm rdm khin vai, anh den dau
tl mu tu trong miéu hat 1én khudn mat
mu mot mau vang lung linh.

Co6 Ba nam tay chong:
— Thoi minh di anh a.

Hai ngudi dat xe mot quang xa
miéu md&i né may.
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Mu Tu cui van vai xong, mu ding
nhin xuéng dong song den gié matlong
16ng, & cuoi troi mot trai hoa chau viia
dugc thap sang, anh sang chap chéi roi
sang bung lén soi sang mot vung, anh
sang yéu dan, mot cdi dudi khoéi ngoan
ngoeo trén bau troi. Mot trdi sang niia
lai viia bung chay.

Mu Tu cui nghe tiéng may bay 1 i
trén dau.
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@

OI KHONG TIN, KHONG

CO THAN THANH nio réo
troi, hai thang con tdi chét la do s6 né
xui, nd trang doc vi dn vung do dn
khong hap vé sinh. Anh tinh coi, do dn
do6 udng dé€ phoi ra suét mot ngay, dudi
tréi nang nay, rudi nhing, dén thanh
dn phai cling chét ché dling noéi chi dén
hai dua con t0i.

Thay Ba uong mot hép dé, mat lam
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ly nhin ra ngoai dém t6i, ngudi ban ngoi
bén canh cung udng rugu véi thay, anh
ta khong nhé minh da uong dén xi dé
thu may roi, dau bay gid néng phuing
phting, anh ta than mét vo vai thay Ba:

— Anh Ba a, anh can giai thich cho
chi ay rd, thay chi ay buon ba khéc loc
toi ngay, toi nghiép qua.

Thay Ba chdn nén:

— Nao c6 phai toi khong giai thich,
noéi hoai day chdg, nhung né la dan ba,
nong can, rdi bi may con me hang xém
noéi téi noi lui hoai riét roi tin la con
minh bi thanh vat. Anh tinh coi ngay
nao ngoai miéu ciing cé ngudi van vai
ram ram. Du me, t6i buc hét stic vay
dd, ca vg toi cling lén tdi ra ngodi van
vai nlla chd, nghe theo may con me
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ngu si, chung con no6i vg chong t6i dn &
ac duc cho nén thanh mdi vat chét hai
con, Anh choi véi t6i cd may chuc ndm
tréi nay anh biét toi la ngudi thé nao,
con sau cai kién khong n& giét ndi chi
dén chuyén that nhan that ddc. Minh
da gdp xui xéo, xui xéo di dudng. Anh
biét khong, 16i x6m néi rang ngay xua
toi lam phong nhi cho Tay, giét biét
bao nhiéu ngudi, ngay nay bi qua bao,
thién ha dung dung chuyén lén coi méi
ac on ché. Nhiéu chuyén vé t6i dong
troi nda kia, con vg tdi thi mac cam,
doi don nha di noi khac, ma don nha di
vi chuyén gi thi dugc ché vi mic cdm
thi nhat dinh t6i khong di r6i do, toi cu
& day xem dida nao lam gi toi, toi sé dap
thay me chung no6 hét.

Thay Tu bat dau say, thay dan manh
cai ly xuéng ban:



318 | Nguyén Thuy Long

— Dl me, miéng ludi thién ha nhu
ran doc, anh hién ché tdi thi khong
chiu cai vu dé.

— Do, anh thay t6i la ngudi thé nao
chg, minh mudn séng yén ma, nao cé
dugc véi ho, minh da kho tam qua trai
roi ma thién ha déu c6 dé€ cho minh yén.
Chiéu nao t6i di lam vé qua miéu may
nguoi cang bdi cling ngé minh chg,
ng6é khong phai vi thuong hai minh
ma vi td mo, mudn xem mdt thang cha
phong nhi Phap ra thé nao, buc minh
hét stic vay do.

Thay Tu rét rugu vao ly thay Ba:

— Ubng ntia di anh, udng nta roi
minh tinh.

— Tinh gi?
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— Tra thu doi.
— Tra thu doi?

— Phai, t6i sé giap anh mot tay, du
me, doi dau cé tu té v6i anh, doi choi
xau anh ma,

- Lam gi?

— Dép cha né cai miéu ra.

— Dap miéu?

— Anh khong ddm a?

Thay Ba hép mot miéng dé:

— D me, t6i khong ngdn ai hét, t6i
dau khé qua chting roi, hai dda con toi
chét, t6i con biét ngan ai nia.

— To6 thai d6 cho ho biét, ho kho-
ng dé cho minh yén minh khong hoi
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stc dau nhudng nhin ho, ct dap nat cai
miéu nay ra coi xem c6 than thanh nao
vat anh, vat toi khong, néu vat dugc toi
dugc anh t6i mdi tin la linh thiéng. Toi
khong ua may cai thu mé tin do.

Thay Ba rot rugu lién ti€p vao ly
cho ban:

— Minh udéng di, uéng cho say roi
minh hanh dong, ti ngay hai dta con
toi chét chua bao gid tdi uong biét say
hét tron.

Thim Ba dung trong nha nghe hai
nguodi ban tan, thim thay ngan, thim
v0i chay ra:

— Anh Ba, anh Tu, diing lam chuyén
do.

Thay Ba day vg ra:
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— Anh tra thu cho con ddy em, anh
khong thé nao chiu ndi ntia roi, con
minh da chét tham thiét vay ma con
diéu tiéng no kia chiu gi ndi ché.

Thay Tu ngat ngu:

— Toi cing nguyén giup anh Ba
mot tay, hai dia t6i choi véi nhau lau
qua roi ma, anh chi dau kho t6i khong
thé diing nhin.

Thim Ba cang lo lang:
— Troi oi hai anh say rdi.

~ U say do, nhung hai thing nay
say tinh ma, hai thang nay khong mé
mudi, khong nghi rang thanh vét chét
hai con, em v6 nha di, mac anh véi anh
Tu.

Thim Tu cudng quit:
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— Troi 0i, khong dugce dau hai anh.

— Tai sao khong dugc, may nguoi
dan ba that 1dm cdm, tui sé pha cai
miéu.

Thay Tu cudi ha ha:

— Hai dtta minh dap thanh binh dia
ludn cho than thanh biét tay mot bia
Coi.

Thay Ba an ti vo:

— Em mac ké anh, su6t mot doi
anh an § hién lanh, vay ma tré6i phu ta,
khong ly nao ta khong phu lai trdi, bo
ong troi to lam sao? Nhiém vu cha la
phai tra thu cho con, em khong thay
con minh chét tham thiét dé sao?

— Em biét r6i. em khong s¢ gi hét,
nhung con 16i x6m, cai miéu nay la cta
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16i xdm dung nén, minh pha di la pha
ctia ba con.

Thay Ba cang luc cang thay dau
minh nong phting phting:

— Ctia Ong trdi cling pha, ba con 16i
xO0m cai con c... chung n6 td té€ gi véi
gia dinh minh, minh gdp canh thuong
tam nhu vdy chung n6 khong thuong
x0t thi thdi, ching né con noéi no nodi
kia du chuyén nao vg chong minh bat
nhon bac dc, nao 1a... 6i tho6i da chuyén
x4u xa, ho tot véi minh & cai khd nao.

Thay Ba lai rét rugu ra ly cho ban
va minh:

— Udng niia di anh, udng cho say
chét thoi, rugu con nhiéu, tlii ngay hai
thang nho chét toi chi con biét vui thu
vGi rugu, co lé téi hu hong mat anh a.
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Thay Tu khé kha, tiép véi ban ly
rugu:

— Minh 16n tudi r6i, con thi vui nao
khéc dau, doi thi budn ba, Ngay xua khi
anh va t6i mdi di lam cong chiic luong
cé may dong bac, nha ctia ké dn ngudi
lam thiét la sung suéng. Ngay nay cong
chtic minh d6i rach nhu trau nhu ché.

Thay Ba lac dau:

— Thoéi anh oi, nhac lam chi cho
thém buoOn, nhiéu khi t6i mudn ndi
dién 1én dugc, muon dap pha mot cai
gi cho ha long ha da.

— Anh ¢6 cii bua I6n ché?

— CO, moOt cai bua thiét 16n, mot cai
bua nho hon mdt chut, nhung ciing cé
hang lam.
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me cai miéu di.

Thay Ba diing day, thim Ba chay
vao trong nha trudc, thim toan giau cai
bua, nhung khong kip.

Thay Ba ham doa:
—-Db.m. khong c6 gidu nghe!
Thim 6m lay chong:

— Anh cho em xin di, em van anh,
anh dién roi...

Thay Ba g6 tay vo:

— Phaj, t6i dién roi, ba budng ra, ba
khong buong tdi, t6i dén cho ba mdt
bua.

Thay Ba xdch hai cay bua chay ra
ngoai nha, trao cho thay Tu mot cay:
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— DPi, minh di anh Tu.

Hai ngudi dan 6ng xach bua ra
miéu, mu Tu cti viia thap nhang xong
dang biang vé nha. Mu bong khung
lai khi thay hai ngu6i dan ong chay
ra miéu, vung bua lén, mu cudng quit
quay tro lai:

- E, & lam gi d6?

Haingudidan 6ngkhongnéikhong
rang vung buda 1én dap loan da vao cai
miéu. Mu Tu cui hét hon hét via, mu la
chdi 16i, thay Ba khong ngling tay:

— San bang binh dia lu6n anh Tu!
Mu Tu cti chéi v6i, hay tay gio 1én
troi, mu khong thé nao can ndi hai gi

dan 6ng dién khuing, mu chay quanh la
16i om som. Tiéng d6 nat cta cai miéu
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nghe rao rao, cai miéu da sdp hon phan
nta, mu Tu cui khong tai nao ctiu van
ndi nlia, hai nguoi dan 6ng viia dap pha
viia ho la:

— Tao dap dd, may co6 linh thiéng
thi may vat chét ludn tao di coi, thiang
ranh con.

Nhiing nhat bia vunglén manh liét
hon, mu Tu ctii chi danh chay quanh la
16i, ngudi trong x6m chay ra, linh gac
& trén cau chay xuong, nhung cai miéu

da tan thanh binh dia.

Thay Ba diing chong cay bua nhin
cong trinh phd hoai ctia minh, ngua
mdt 1én troi cudi sang sic.

bam dong bu dén, mu Tu cui la
khoc, ké 1€é:
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— Hai thang cha nay dang khi khong

t6i pha miéu.

May ngudi linh cling hoéi han su
tinh. Thay Ba nhin ddm déng quac mat:

— Thiang Nguyén van On, tu Ba nay
pha miéu dé, bay git¢ cac ngudi mudn
lam gi?

Tay thay Ba ldm lam cai bua, khua
cai bua lén:

— Tao do, tao dép tan tanh cai miéu
nay tht coi céi thing nhd linh thiéng
cta cic ngudi lam gi ndi, du me, thanh
than cdi con c... Néu nd linh thiéng
thi dém nay vat chét tao di, du me tao

thach do.

Hai nguoi dan 6ng cam bua dung
sat vao nhau ham he nhin ddm dong.
Thay Ba chi mat moi ngudi:
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— Cac ngudi chi la dé ngu, than
thanh nao & cai géc dudng goc cho nay,
cac ngudi bi mé hoac. Néu thang nho
nay linh thiéng thi dém nay vat chét to6i
di, nhung toi tin rdng chang lam me gi
dugc toi hét.

Thay Ba dap 1én dong gach vun:
— Ba me, toan cai th an hai dai nat.

Mot ngudi dan ba uc trong bung
lén tiéng hoi:

— Néu khong linh thiéng sao lai vat
chét hai dita con ctia anh ha anh Ba?

— Con t6i chét 1a tai sO né, toi
khong coi giti n6 d€ no6 di an bay an ba
nén trang doc chét chG chang cé than
thanh hay cdu nao vat dugc hét tron.

Cang noi, thay Ba cang thdy nong
mat:
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— Con t6i chét tham thiét nhu vay
cac ngudi khong dugc mot 16i an ui
thi chd, cdc ngudi lai con bay ddt noi
xau toi, toi noi thiét cho biét, tdi séng &
x0m nay sudt bao nhiéu nam troi nay
khong hé c6 mot diéu tiéng gi, toi song
hién lanh qud ma, sao cac ngudi khong
thuong t6i, trong khi t6i gdp hoan nan
cac ngudi con bay dat diéu no tiéng kia
noi toi khong con ra gi nita. Hoi t6i lam
phong nhi cho Tay thud nao? Ht hu?
Quén vu khong! Moi rg khon nan! Bay
gio thi thang nay khong con biét diéu
vGi ai hét, ai mudn ra mat chui béi thi
budc ra thang nay xin hau tiép lién, noi
thiét dia nao lon xOn thing nay cho
mot bua di theo cau ludn, thang nay
khong ngan & th ma. Mudn chon chat
lam an, muon luong thién ciing khong
dugc ma. D1 me, ddi khon nan thuc.
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Con 6ng chét r6i. Ong ciing chét theo
con ludn, Ong khong ngdn. Ong khong
ngan.

Dam dong nin khe, ca mu Tu cui
cling nin khe ludn, ho sg cay bua trong
tay bai ngudi dan 6ng hung di. Ho
ngui thay mui rugu sdc sya tu ngudi
hai ngudi toéa ra ndng nuc, ho ndi khé
v6i nhau:

— Say rugu, minh chép lam chi.

Thay Ba da mdt vién gach ldn 16c,
nhin vao cai miéu dé...

— Ba da tra thu dugc cho hai con
roi dd, ba chan doi qua roi cac con oi,
ba mudn chét theo hai con.

Gid tu dudi song 1ong 1én lam mai
toc thay Ba bay bay trong gi6. Thay Tu

nam tay ban:
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— Tho6i minh vé anh Ba!

Thay Ba dua mat nhin dam doéng,
nhin dong gach ngén ngang, dam dong
cd vé sg sét thay, thay Ba con hoi:

— Bay gio ¢6 ai bat 16i téi khong?

bam dong im lang. Thay Ba quay
lai may ngudi linh:

— Cac 0ng c6 bat toi khong?
Mot ngudi linh hoi ddm dong:

— C6 ai thua hai ngudi pha miéu
nay khong?

bam dong van im ldng, ngudi linh
CUuoi:

— Khong ai thua hai 6ng hét, hai
ong tu do ra vé, thoi ba con ciing vé di,
dém khuya roi, tii ngay cé cai miéu nay
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thiét la nhiéu chuyén 16n x0n.

Thay Ba cu¢i:

— T6i thanh toan gitm cdc 6ng do,
than thanh gi vat thi vat t6i ne.

Thay Ba, thay Tu kéo lé cdi bua, ré
dam dong ra vé.

bam dong cling tdn mat dan.

Chi con lai mét minh mu Tu cui
bén dong gach vun. Gid dém mat rudi
rugi, mu Tu cui nhin cdi miéu tan ho-
ang ma thiy long minh buén hat hiu,

Mu nghi dén nhiing mén do 1€ bai
ngay mai khdch thap phuong mang
dén roi lai mang vé.

Mu Tu cui tho than bén dong gach
vun, mu suy nghi lan man hét chuyén
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no dén chuyén kia, ty nhién mu khong
con thay budn ngt ntia, mu cdi xuéng
nhdt cdi hinh thang nho bi dap bé, mu
nhin vao cai hinh d6 nhu nhin hinh
mot ké thin yéu, mu khé lac dau, mu
thay long minh rung rung budn.

Sang ngay hom sau mu Tu cui lai
ra ng6i bén dong gach do6 nat that sém,
mot vai ngudi mang dé cung bai tdi,
mu Tu cui lac dau chan nan:

— Con miéu dau niia ma cing.

Mot ngudi dan ba hoi nguyén do,
mu Tu cui gidi thich:
— Hai thang cha say rugu t6i pha

miéu dém qua.

Mu Tu cui khong chiu gidi thich
thém, mu budn ba, mu khoéng con
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mudn no6i nang gi hét. Ngudi dan ba
buc minh chti thé:

— T6 cha cai quan vo than, ngudi ta
cung bai ché c6 dong vao mo cha me
no dau ma no pha.

M6t mu dan ba khac buc minh vé
16i trd 161 1ap ling cta mu Tu cui, mu
mudn hoi cho ra 1€, mu thay buc boi
trong long, mu khong thé nao dé bung.
mu hdi nhu quat vao mdt mu Tu cui:

— Dta nao pha, tén tudi nd la gi, tai
sao no lai to gan vay, phai bo tu hang
ngudi phd hoai ton gido do.

Mu Tu cli ngdi trén mot cuc gach
bén canh cdi miéu d6 ndt, tu tu ngudc
1én:
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— N6 & trong x6m, mudn gay véi n6
thi v6 trong, no tén la Ba, thang cha c6
hai dda con bi cdu vat chét hom trudc

do.
— Chinh né pha.

— Chinh né va mét thang cha niia
phu luc.

— Vay la hai dua.
— Hai dua.

— Khi pha miéu cdu, c6 ai biét kho-
ng?

— Toi biét, ca x6m biét, linh trén
cau ciing biét.

Mu dan ba la 1én:

— Vay ma cac ngudi khong lam
duogc gi a?
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— Lam gi?

— Khoéng can né sao?

Mu Tu cti biu moéi:

— Stic mdy, hai thing cdm hai bua
to t6 bé.

— B6 nd pha miéu roi con dam giét
nguoi nita sao?

— Biét d4u dugc, hai thang hung da

nhu hum beo, linh con ngdn niia la dan
thi néi lam me gi dugc no.

Mu dan bala lén:
— Trdi oi trdi, thiét cdc ngudi, toi
khong con biét ndi sao ntia, cd dong

ngudi ma dé cho chung né pha miéu

khoi khoi,

Mu Tu cui cudi khay:
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- O d6 ma néi banh, néu thim tai
gioi thi thim v6 nha no di, vo ma gay
vGi nod, toi nodi thiét cai thd nhu thim
n6 dé cho mdt bua thi chét ngac lién.

Mu dan ba ddo dé:

— Nha nd dau, chi t6i?

— Nha n6 s6 25/74.

Mu dan ba nhiu mat:

— SO nha gi ma rac r6i qua vay?

— Rac r6i vay do, c6 vo thi vo ma
khong vo thi vé di.

Mu ldm diéu la 1én:

— N6 1a 6ng gi ma toi ngan, no cé
la 6ng gi chdng nta thi cling c6 6ng 16n
hon tri nd, con c6 phap luat.
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Mu Tu cti chua chat:

— N6 ching 1a 6ng gi hét, nhung n6
cd cai bua, né ham dap thay me dua
nao dung dén nd. Chi mudn vo gay véi
no thi gay di, t6i chi nha réi doé.

Mu Tu cti néi xong cudi nhat. Mu
lam diéu buc doc:

— Noi thiét v6i hang ngudi do toi
khong thém dung téi cho ban tay, Toi
sai con tdi, thang con ré t6i lam dai uy,
toi cho noé t6i dap thady me thang cha
nay.

Mu Tu cui van cudi:

— Con ré chi lam dai uy thi né di
danh gidc ché bé nd di danh 16n cho
chi sao?

Mu lam diéu trgn mat:
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— Chi mudén géay véi toi phai kho-
ng?

Mu Tu cui héch mit 1én:

— O gay d6 c6 sao khong?

Mu ldm diéu la 1én:

~ A chi nay gidi thiét.

— Khong giodi gi hon ai, nhung ddm
an thua da, khong 1€ chi kéu con ré dai
uy cuta chi téi day bat t6i sao? Nhung

noi thiét, con nay chua hé biét thua 16i
ai, con nay ngon ma.

Tinh di dan cia mu Tu cti bay lau
nay khong c6 dip thua thot bay gio lai
bung 1én dit ddi, mu dung ddy sédn 4o,
hai tay chong nanh:

— Bay gio chi mudn gi, b6 muon



Ven do | 341

bat 16i t6i khong giti miéu cho chi dé
chi ciing bai sao, chi mudn téi hdi nao,
chi xay dung cai miéu nay hoi nao, ndi
toi nghe thd.

Mu lam diéu khong ngs doi thu
cta minh ghé gém vdy, mu ha uy tin
cua mu Tu cui bang cach xi mot tiéng,
dling dang ra xa, nhin mu Tu cui bang
con mat khinh khinh:

- Oi, cdi dé...

Mu Tu cui xan lai:

- Do gi, do gi, chi ndi thi coi, diing
c6 thdy ngudi ta an mdc rach rudi ma

1én mat khinh khi, con nay khong ngan
dau.

May ngudi dan ba thay 16n chuyén
moi ngudi can mot cau. Mu Tu cui
nhdy chém chom:
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— No khi tdi, cac ngudi thay chu,
con nay khong c6 ngan ma, con nay an
thua du cho coi.

— Thoéi ma t6i xin chi, chuyén dau
con co do.

— Nhung t6i ttic lam, bay lau tdi tu
roi, toi tu ma né khong dé€ yén cho toi
ché.

Mu lam diéu ciing chom chom,
nhung & xa moét chat:

— O4i, c4i d6 cti hti toi diu c6 mudn
chap lam chi.

~ A, may dam chri ba la cui hui?

May nguoi dan ba ddy moi ngudi
dat vé€ mot phia. Mulam diéu thdy minh
khong phai déi tht cia mu Tu cui nén
cling tim dudng lanh mat, nhung trudc
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khi rat mu con chti vét vat mot hoi
mdi chiu di.

Mu Tu cli cang vé trua cang chui
b6i hung dit, mu chui hoai chidi hay
con me gay chuyén véi mu. Mu Tu cui
khong hiéu tai sao mu lai thiy buc boi
nhu vay, trong suot may thang trdi nay
mu khong chui béi ai, nay mu chti béi
lai mu thdy minh van chti ngon lanh
nhu thuong.

O quéan ca phé Ba tiu bén kia
dudng c6 mdt ga thanh nién nhan nai
ngoi nghe, ly ca phé uéng dé ctua ga
ngudi tanh ngudi ngat roi ma ga khong
chiu di, ga ngdn may ngudi linh canh
sat dang kham gidy thanh nién & dau
dudng dang kia, minh ma di ra la thé
nao ciing bi mac ket. G& méi tron &
trai nhap ngt s6 3 ra may ngay hom
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nay, mot tuan 1€ trudc ga cting bi linh
bat ngoai duong, ga bi tong vao quin
vy thi tran roi tong 1én Quang Trung.
Khong hiéu tai sao ga lai ngan di linh
dén thé. Mac dau may ngudi ban cung
bi bat v6i ga nhin ga noi:

— May 6m ca tong ca teo nhu vay
chac thé nao cting dugc mién dich.

Nhung ga khong du nhan nai ngoi
ché kham suc khoée. Bay gio ga ngdi
day, ga lai an han sao minh khong nén
lai may ngay ntia chd cho khdm xong
stic khoe la dugc ra khoi trai c6 phai
la dé chiu biét bao nhiéu khong, ga sé
khong phai lo s¢g khi nhin thay may
nguoi canh st.

Ga ngodi budn, ga lang nghe mu Tu
cui chui bdi, ga da hiéu dugc r6 lai lich
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cta cai miéu. Ga dua tay s& 1én cam,
nhd nhiing sgi rdu moc vo trat tu.

Nhung ga bong ngting tay, khong,
minh khong nén nho réu, ga tam tim
cudi, ga viia nghi ra mot ké dung than
roi, khoi 6c luu manh cua ga vo cung
nhay cam.

Ga dung day, bang sang bén kia
dudng, t6i gan mu Tu cui, mu Tu cui
van con chti béi, mat mu do gay, mo
héi mu va ra. Ga trén linh t6i trudc
mat mu:

— Thim oi, chdi béi lam chi cho
moi miéng?

Mu Tu cti ngling chti, nging 1én
nhin ga:

— Nhung ttic thay me khong chii
sao dugc, con mé t6i day gay véi toi
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chd, t6i dé€ tu bao nhiéu lau nay roi, toi
c6 muon dung dén ai ddu, miéu cdu da
bi pha t6i khoi can tu niia di.

G4 tron linh nhin cai miéu do nat:

— Miéu bi pha minh lam cai khaclo
gi thim.

— Lam cai khéc tién dau, noéi nghe
dé gt a.

— Dé thiét ché sao khong.

— Chu lam di.

— To6i lam cho thim xem, ndi cho
thim hay t6i sé lam thanh mdt kiéng
chua luon niia kia.

— Thoéi diing ndi ddc cha noi.

— Toi khong déc dau, nhung thim
c6 mudn lap lai miéu khong?



Ven do | 347

— Cha nay no6i méi ky, muon ché
sao khong mudn.

— Vay thi thim phai giap toi.

— Giup cdi gi, t0i ¢ cai me gi ma
giup.

G4 tron linh nhin vao can choi cta
mu Tu cui:

— G trong thim c6 ciy khong?

— Cay thung stia bo thi cd, nhung
khong nhiéu lam.

— Pugc, t6i dung da cai miéu nho
nho.

Mu Tu cti biu moi:
— Vdy ma ndi banh.

— Thim ct tin t6i di, truGc nho sau
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to, khach thap phuong t6i nhiéu thi sé
to ngay ma, thim lo gi.

Mu Tu cti mét vi chui, mu ngoi
xuong gbdc cay. Ga trén linh thuyét
phuc mu:

— TUu sang dén gid t6i thay khach
thap phuong dén hoi nhiéu ma phai vé
hét vi khong c6 miéu cing vai, minh la
nguoi lo hau ha cau ma d€ miéu mao
tiéu diéu nhu vay minh dac toi véi
thanh than.

Minh phai lo gay dung lai. trudc
nho sau to, ché dé€ nhu vay coi sao cho
dugc.

Mu Tu cti ngudce 1én:
—- Bo chu...

— Da t6i mé6i & nui Ba Den vé, toi
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cling tinh tim mot dia diém lap chua,
— Bo chu la 6ng dao ha?
Ga tron linh nhan nhén:

— Da, t6i hoc dao trén nui tu nho,
nguoi ta kéu toi la thay dao Nam.

Mu Tu ctii nhin bd quan 40 16i thoi
cta thay dao Nam ma nghi ngo, thay
dao Nam hiéu mu nghi gi vé minh,
thay cudi:

— Toi tiéu ngao giang ho tim noi
lap chua nén khong ban quan 4o dao
si, minh c6 long thanh la dugc.

Ga ding nhin phuong huéng bam
doét ngdn tay, miéng 1am bam:

— Ti sttu dan meo thin ti ngo mui
than dau tuit hoi...
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Do6i mat thay tré nén dam chiéu:

— Hudng nay dugc day thim, minh
sé cat miéu & hudng nay.

Thay dao Nam chi ngay trén dong
gach vun.

Mu Tu cui néi:

— Thi miéu trudc kia cting 14p ngay
trén dong gach nay vay.

— Nhung mat quay vé phia nao?
— Quay ra dudng.

Thay dao Nam lac dau, hai:

— Thay dia ly nao lai chi vay?

— A thay dudi chan ciu kia.

— Viy ma ciing doi lam thay, phai
quay nhin ra song, thanh than da xa
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lanh bui tran con dé€ ngai hit bui duong
a, ne thim coi, chi c6 dong song la tinh
khiét, khi t6i mai vé day chinh t6i cling
khong chiu no6i bui hong tran nay, toi
mudn lén nui ngay, nhung nghi dén 16i
thay day t6i phai rang, tét Mau Than
ngudi chét nhiéu qua rdi, toi bat budc
phai xuéng nui ctiu nhon do thé, cung
qua cho cac sinh linh oan hon uéng t.

Bay gid thi mu Tu cui nhin thay
dao Nam bang con mat khdac, con mat

thanh kinh hon:

— Da, thay c6 day mdi bi€t ché ai
ma biét dugc may cai vu nay.

— Ay béi vay thim phai tu, c6 tu vin
c6 hon.

- Da.
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— Toi sé truyén dao cho thim.

- Da.

— Thim phai gitp t6i 1ap lai miéu
nay,

— Da, tat ca do thay lo.

— Néu khach thap phuong cé téi
thim khong dugc dudi ngudi ta vé nhu
hoéi sang ntia, thim noéi 1a sé cd6 miéu
ths, bay gié cing tam dudi goc cay
nay, gap mua phap nan minh phai linh
dong.

— Da, cing & dudi goc cay nay?

— Ché sao, thanh than thi dau cling
la nha cta ngudi hét, thim hiéu khong?

Thay dao Nam chdm chi lam viéc,
thay ra cong don dep dong gach vun.
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Budi trua mu Tu cui moi ga an com, ga
khong khach sdo va an uéng nhu hum
beo, mu Tu cui ngac nhién hdi:

— Thay cling an man a?

— Dao t6i l1a dao tu tién ma, dau co
phai la dao Phat ma an chay.

Mu Tu cti khong hiéu gi, nhung
cling am U cho xong.

T6i chiéu thi thay dao Nam da dung
xong mdt cai miéu don so bang cay.

Thay dao Nam thap nhang khéan

vai, thay néi véi mu Tu cui:

— Ngay mai t6i trd lai, toi sé€ dung
mot tap léu bén canh miéu & d€ hau ha
cau.

Mu Tu cti thay vui vui trong long,
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vay la mu da c6 mot cai miéu khac.
Thay dao Nam giai thich:
— Cai miéu nay chi tam thoi thoi,
mai mot minh sé dung thanh mdt cai
am.

— Tién dau?

— Thiéu gi, minh quyén ctia khach
thap phuong.

Troi xam t6i thay dao Nam nhin ra
dau dudng khong con nhin thay linh
canh sat xét giay niia, thay tat ta:

— Thoi toi vé thim Tu, mai toi trd
lai.

Ngay hom sau thay dao Nam trd

lai v&i cai 40 dao mau nau bac phéch.
Khach thap phuong lai rai téi ciing bai,
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mu Tu cui gidi thiéu thay dao Nam véi
moi ngudi, thay dao Nam té ra mot
con ngudi dao hanh dé thuong. Thay
an noi khéo léo:

— Thua quy vi, toi la ké tu hanh, t6i
t6i day véi mot tam long thanh, véi hai
ban tay t6i dung lai cdi miéu nay don
s, mién sao ¢ noi cho quy vi cung bai
ché c6 cong trang gi dau.

Mot ba xuyt xoa vai thay dao Nam:

— That la phudc duc,

Mot ba khac dé nghi:

— Thay nén lam mot cai hop quyén
tién, khi nao dugc nhiéu thay dung lai
cai miéu nay thanh mat cai am.

Thay dao Nam van nha nhén:
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— Da sg mang tiéng.

— Cai gi ma mang ti€éng, minh dung
am thd phugng thanh than ché dau
cé lam chuyén luu manh ma sg. Toi
sé khuyén khich moi ngudi gop tién,
ngay mai toi sé dua ba ban t6i, ba Dai
ta Nam t6i day cuing bai, dugc ba Dai ta
ma giup d& cho thay thi khong may luc
c4i miéu nay sé nhu Ling Ong.

— Da cam on ba.

Thay dao Nam suéng rén trong
bung, dung nhu du tinh ctia minh.

— Toi noi thiét khong may lac kha
dau, cai miéu nay von di linh thiéng,
thay nhé nhé, ngay mai lam cai thuing,
nhu & nhiing dinh chtia nha thé miéu
mao khdc ngudi ta cing lam vay, cé
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chét choc ai dau. Cang to 16n cang linh
thiéng.

— Da cdm on ba.

— Co6 gi ma cam on, thay dau co
lam cho thay huéng, thay lam chung
cho ban dan thién ha ma, cu lam theo
16i t6i di.

Ngudi dan ba con thac mac:
— Thay & lu6n day a?

- Da.

— Thay & cho nao?

Ngudi dan ba nhin quanh, cai miéu
bang gb nho xiu. Thay dao Nam chi goc
cay:

— Toi mac vong ngt tam day.
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- O, khéng dugc, thay phai cit ngay
mot can nha canh miéu nay lam cho én
cho ngt.

— Da cling dang tinh di xin cay van
vé lam so sai.

— Thoi dugc, chung toi sé lo cho
thay. Mot ngudi lo viéc thanh than
khong thé lam 1 viy dugc.

Ngay hom sau thay dao Nam dong
mot cdi thung cay that 16n cé khe hé
bo tién va khda cén thén, thay khong
quén ghi thém mot hang chii quyén
tién khach thap phuong. Ai nay déu
vui vé bo tién vao thung. Mu Tu cui t6i
canh thay dao Nam hdi:

— C6 kha khong?

Thay dao Nam nhdan mat:
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chét.

Mu Tu cti lui ra, nhung thay dao
Nam da kéu giat lai:

— Nay thim Tu t6i biéu!
- Gi vay?

— Tl nay thim lo nhiing viéc don
dep, con dé tdi lo ti€p khach thap
phuong.

Mu Tu cti hoi bat man, nhung mu
nin khe, mu lling ling di ra.

Ba khach ngay hom qua tré lai véi
ba Dai ta trén mot cdi xe hoi Hué Ky
béng 1on. Thay dao Nam vdi vang ra
doén ti€p, ba khéach gidi thiéu ba Dai ta
vGi thay dao Nam, thay dao Nam cung
kinh:



360 | Nguyén Thuy Long

— Kinh chao ba Dai ta.

Ba Dai ta diing nhin cai miéu, ba
khong may hai long, ba khach luén

miéng quang cao cho cai miéu:

— Da thua ba Dai ta cai miéu nay
coi vay ma linh thiéng ddo dé, cach day
it lau cau da vat chét hai dia con nit
nhu t6i da thua véi ba Dai ta.

Thay dao Nam than thap nhang
cho ba Dai t4 cung bdi, thay cung kinh
ding canh miéu. Khén vai xong ba Dai
td bo tién vao thung, nhiing ngudi di
theo ba cling bo tién theo.

Ba Dai ta ding ngam dia thé:

— Can phai xay cat lai cho 16n, noi
nay dau c6 phai chi nhiing hang ngudi
buon thung ban met dén 1€ bai, con ba
no ba kia.
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Ngudi dan ba theo ba Dai ta ndi:

— Da, em da nghi dén chuyén do,
thay dao Nam dang lo...

Thay Nam lén tiéng:

— Thua ba Dai t4, t6i s¢ xay cat 16n
khong tién?

— Tai sao vay?

— Da thua con phai lo giday phép
phién phtc, t6i thi la ngudi xa lanh
chuyén doi khong muon dinh dang chi
dén.

Ba Dai ta gat phat di:

— Thay dung lo chuyén ay, ai dam
lam kho lam dé thay thay chi toi,

— Da t6i e thé.
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— Toi s€ ndi vdi ba Trung ta tinh,
mot cai gidy phép ché mudi cai giay
phép cling xong. Cu yén tri di, thiéu
nhan cong t6i sé cd nhan cong, vat liéu
khong thiéu gi, toi sé chd cho hang xe,
toi khong mudn giup thi thoi ché khi
toi n6i mot tiéng thi xong hét.

Thay dao Ndm lai x4 ba Dai td mot
cai:

— Cam on ba Dai ta.

Nguoi linh lai xe dd mo san ctia xe
chd dgi ba Dai td, nhung ba Dai td chua
chiu 1én, ba ding ngam mai dia thé, ba
thé dai. Ba ban v6i hoi:

— Chang hay ba Dai ta c6 diéu chi
khong hai long?

Mt ba Dai ta rau rau, ba lac dau:
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— Toi nghiép, nuéc minh chién
tranh dai dang hoai, ngudi chét nhiéu
qud, baonhiéulaoanhon udngtti, minh
can phai lap nhiéu noi thé phugng dé
cung kiéng cho linh hon ho siéu thodt.
Clung la méu dé da vang véi nhau...

Ba ban suyt soa:

— Trén doi nay ma dugc nhiing
ngudi nhon diic nhu ba Dai ta thi
thiét...

Ba ban bo lting cau ndi vi ba ta chua
tim dugc cdu nao dac y dé€ khen ba bai
ta. Ba Dai ta quay lai thay dao Nam:

— Thay cti yén tri di, t6i sé giup thay
vu nay, khong phai t6i méi lam mot
kiéng chuia nay ma da tling lam nhiéu.

Thay dao Nam hai tay xoa tit vao
nhau:
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— Da cam on ba Dai t4, ba Dai ta
thiét la ngudi nhon hau nhét thé gian
nay, khi cdi am lam xong ban dao xin
tac bia ba Dai ta dé lai doi doi.

Ba Dai ta xua tay rdi rit:

— Théi khoi, thoi khoi, téi khong
phai hang ngudi hdo danh, 6ng nha t6i
12 ngudi thanh liém ngay thang ma biét
thi 6ng ray ra toi chét, 6ng van thudng
khuyén t6i lam nhiting viéc nhan duc,
tén tudi ma lam gi...

— Da, da ba Dai ta noi thiét phai.
Ba ban chup dugc co hoi:

— Dung do, ba Dai ta khong phai
la ngudi hdo danh, ba Dai ta tling lam
chuyén nhon duc ma nha bdo phdng
van ba Dai ta c6 cho dau.
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Trudc khi lén xe ba Pai ta con noi
véi lai:

— Thiéu nhon cong t6i sé cho linh
tSi lam, linh lam chua chién thi dugc
phudc ché sao, chi khi nao bat ho lam
bin-dinh cho My thué mdéi phai t6i.

Ba Pai td budc han 1én xe, canh
ctia dong xap lai, chiéc xe bon bon chay
di. Thay dao Nam dung xoa tay khoan
khodi, mu Tu cui tu nay ding sau goc
cay theo d6i moi hanh dong xdy ra, mu
dam ghen tiic véi thay dao Nam, néu
khong cé thay thi c6 phai ba Dai ta truc
ti€p ndi chuyén véi mu rdi khong.

Thay dao Nam quay lai, bat gap mu
Tu cti dang nhin minh, thay dao Nam
lién 1én tiéng sai bao:
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— Thim lo quét tudc quanh miéu
cho sach sé nghe.

Mu Tu cli ngling ngoang:

— Thay quét di, toi cd phai la day té
cua thay dau ma sai bi€u t6i tung bling
vay?

Thay dao Nam ding nghét mat ra:

— Hay, thim nay ndi mdi thiét la,
minh déu 1a t6i t& ciu, thim lam viéc
nay thi t6i lam viéc khac ché cé gi ma
thim noi t6i sai bi€u thim.

Thay dao Nam khéo 1éo t6i bén mu
Tu cui:

— Thim Tu 6i, méi “lam dn chung”
v6i thim Tu t6i di thay mén con ngudi
chon thét cua thim, minh ma trang ca
ap-phe nay thi thay tro minh tha ho
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giau sang. Toi sé lo cat mot cai miéu
thiét 16n ¢ day thim khong thich sao?

Mu Tu cui nghe bui tai, mu tuéng
tugng dén mdt cai miéu to 16n, xe hoi
Hué Ky no6i du6i nhau dau chat ca
quang duong nay. Khi d6 mu Tu cui
dn sung mac sudng moi ngudi kinh né
mu, ba Dai ta sé héi tham mu nhu mot
nguoi ban than. Thinh thodng ba bai
ta lai moi mu Tu cui 1én xe hoi di choi
v6i ba mot vong. Mu Tu cui nghi ra
dugc chiling ay la da cam dong y nhu
thuc roi.

Thay dao Nam khuyén khich mu:

— Thim Tu a, minh phaéi c6 gang,
toi lo viéc giao t€ v6i Ong ba 16n, con
thim thay t6i lo viéc vdt vanh. Minh
khong may hoi kha dau.
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Thay dao Nam nhin b{ quan do
rach ruéi ciia mu Tu cui:

— Toi sé lo may cho thim mdt bo
quan 4o dao, thim nghe téi tu di, tu la
cdi phuc dé thim a. Toi con tré ma da
chan canh hong tran, thim co6 tuoi roi
khong tu hanh thi thiét udng.

Mu Tu ctii cam dong:

— Da diéu do toi da nghi dén tti lau
roi, nhung tién ddu ma may quan 4o?

Thay dao Nam chi cdi thung cay:
— Tién & d6 ché con & dau.

Mu Tu cui xuyt mot cai.

— Phai tdi chét.

— Cdi gl ma phai t6i, minh may
mdc quan 4o dao dé thd phugng ciu
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ché dau c6 phai minh may sam hoang
phi gi dau ma phai toi. Toi cling sé may
mot b, bo nay cii qua roi.

Mu Tu cui khong ngét nghi dén
tuong lai ruc r6 cua minh, chac chan
thé nao cling c6 lan ba Dai td moi mu
di dao choi bang xe hoi Hué ky, mu Tu
cui sé vo cung hanh dién.

Mu Tu cti nhin vao xdm ngheo,
nhiing nguoi trong dé sé khong bao
gio khinh khi dugc mu nhu ngay xua
nia.

Budi sang mat rugi, nang thty tinh
ruc r@, mu Tu cui vuét lai mé toc loa
x0a, mu di kiém cai choi lui cui quét
don.
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D.

GC VOI TRANG LAM

CAI AM TRO NEN sang

stia. Cai am ndm nép minh bén canh
bd song mat mé, xung quanh lai co
tudng cao bao boc, suot ngay trong am
toa ra mui tram huong ngao ngat. Mu
Tu cui lo quét tudc don dep khong x6t
mot cho nao khién cai am cang sach sé.
Thay dao Nam ban bo do6 lua trang tho
than quanh trong am doén ti€p khach
thap phuong. Hoi nay thidy dao Nam
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coi béo tot phuong phi ra, thay dé b
rau, mong tay dai, trong thay cé dang
thanh than thodt tuc, ai cting phai khen
thay la ngudi dao hanh. Tinh nét lai
hoa nha. Thay khéo quang cdo cho cai
am ctia minh nén khach thap phuong
cang ngay cang kéo dén 1€ bai dong
ddo, c6 ngudi ti Tay Ninh xa x6i cling
16i t6i, 1€ bai va & lai am lam cong qua
vai ngay. Cong viéc cung bdi hoi he
thay dao Nam giao cho mot 6ng thay
cung chuyén nghiép lo li¢u, thay chi cé
nhiém vy hang dém thap nhanglén ban
thé cdu hodc don ti€p nhiing thugng
khach t6i cang bdi. Do6i v6i nhiing
ngudi do thi chinh thay dao Ndm lo
viéc thap nhang, diing hau bén canh.
Con sudt ngay thay dao Nam & trong
phong lam viéc gi dd, hodc thay di van
du, c6 khi dén nam bay ngay méi ve,
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ai hoi mu Tu cui néi thay vé nui tham
su phu. C6 mot dao mot t& nhat bao &
tha do da lam cd mot thién phong sy
diéu tra vé cdi am nay, ho buoi mdc du
chuyén, nhi€u chuyén cé that va nhiéu
chuyén anh chang phong vién nao dé
da phia ra.

Nhung cdi am ctia thay dao Nam
van binh chan nhu vai, cdng viéc buon
than ban thanh van chay déu ddn, hanh
tung thay dao Nam van con trong vong
bi mat, nha bao khong nam viing tai
liéu, chdng nhiing khong giy dugc su
ghét bo cta khach thap phuong ma con
gay su chu y cho moi ngudi, c6 ngudi
dé nghi thay dao Nam di kién nha bdo,
nhung thay dao Nam chi cuoi:

— Kién tung lam chi, minh da tu rdi,
may chuyén dé 1a chuyén ngoai doi.
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Thay dao Nam cang dugc tiéng la
ngudinhan hau, hang ngay cac nii dé tu
ra vao phong riéng ctia thay dao Nam,
cd 1€ vi vay ma thay dao Nam bi mang
tiéng. Trong phong thay dao Nam day
da tién nghi ti-vi, ta lanh. Trong tu
lanh lac nao cling day ap trdi ciy, cam
tdo, nho v..v...

Budi sang hom nay thay dao Nam
ngoi trong buong, thay mét moi, thay
khong muon ti€p ai, thay cho goi mu
Tu cui vao:

— Thim khong cho ai vao phong t6i
ngay hom nay hét nghe chua?

Mu Tu cui x4 mot cai, mu cui thap
dau:

— Da, nhung mdy ba “ddc biét” thi
sao?
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Thay dao Nam gio tay che miéng
ngap:
~ A, mdy ba dic biét thi dugc.

Mu Tu cti lai cti thap dau xuong
vai thém mot cai niia trudc khi lui ra:

— Xin tuén lénh.

Khach thap phuong luc nay da dén
cung bai dong dao, ho hoi tham thay
dao Nam, mu Tu cui lam ra vé quan
trong:

— Thay mét, thay ra lénh khong cho
ai dugc lam ron thay.

C6 ngudi lo lang ho:i:
— Thay mét ra sao?

— So so thoi, thay can dugc tinh
dudng.
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Mait miy ngudi dan ba day lo lang,
lo lang nhu cho chinh ban than minh:

— Toi khong, dé t6i ndi véi cac ba
ay roi lo thuoc thang cho thay, chac la
thay lo viéc thanh nhiéu qua nén méi
dau ché gi.

Mu Tu cui cai chinh:

— Khong phai thay dau, t6i chi noi
thay mét.

— Tu cai mét di t6i dau khong bao
xa, thim & canh thidy ma khong lo lang
cho thay.

Mu Tu cui tc sung:

— Thé nao la khong lo lang, ngay
nao to6i cling nau xup cho thay an, cam
tdo thi day mot th, budi sdang dan bo dn
stia, tdi luc nao mudn an phd la t6i xdch
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to di mua phd lién con gi niia, may ba
chi thiét lam chuyén, n6i vdy ma khong
biét phai tdi v6i quy than.

Thay muy Tu cui ndi nong may ba
vOi vuot ve tu ai ctia mu:

— Thim Tu la ngudi thé nao & day
chung t6i khong biét sao, chung toi ndi
dua thim dé thoi. Ngoai tay thim Tu
ra chua co ai san sdc cho thay ky ludng
nhu thim hét. chinh thay van thudng
khen thim trudc mdt ching t6i ma.

Mu Tu cui dugc vudt ve tu ai, mu
ké 1€ hét chuyén no chuyén kia vé thay,
mu tré thanh phat ngon vién chinh
thtc cho thay, cdic mu dan ba dung
nghe mot cach thich thu.

Khodng muoi gid sang mu Tu cui
moi tat ca khach thap phuong lo 1€ bai
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dé mu lam viéc. Mu Tu cui noi:

— Sap stia phai lo com nudc cho
thay roi.

Cac ba ban nhau:

— Chiéu hém nay ching minh tré
lai tham thay, mua it trai cay bi€u thay.

Mot ba cé vé biét diéu:

— Thay mét dung vao dong qua,
minh nén ct dai dién vao thi hon,

— Toi dai dién.
Ba khac kho tinh:

— Khong c6 ai dai dién cho ai hét,
toi s€ vao tham thay mot minh.

Viy la may ba um sum, mu Tu cti
phai chay ra can:
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— Thoi t6i can cac ba, day la noi tho
phugng xin cac ba n€ mat thanh than
mot chut cho.

— Nhung noi nghe phat tic minh,
ai ma chiu dugc.

Mu Tu cti phai hia hen:

— Dugc tdi sé thua lai v6i thay.

— Cho vao hét chg?

— Cai do6 khong biét, dé toi hoi y
kién thay da.

Mu Tu cui thay thiét 1a kho khan,
thay dao Nam da dan khong dugc cho
ai vao bay gio mu khong biét phai néi
thé nao véi thay, muy hia dai:

— Vao hét, nhung dé thay khoe da.
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— Troi, thim nay ndi mdi that ky,
thay khoe thi chung t6i can gi phai vao
tham ntia. Thoi dugc sau biia com trua
nay chung to6i sé t6i tham thay.

Mu Tu cui cai:

— Pau dugc, sau biia com trua thay
con phai nghi trua ché.

— Chting bon gio chiéu dugc kho-
ng, chung t6i cling con phai di mua gi
biéu thay ché.

Mu Tu cui gat dau:

— Thoi dugc, nhung nhé vao mot
chut xiu thoi roi ra ngay nhé, dé thay
nghi, thay binh t6i nghiép.

- Da.

Bon dan ba ra khoéi am, ho vua di
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viia ban tan x0n xao, ho quay ra ndi xau
mu Tu cui:

— Cai con me théi tha, né lam kho
dé minh ché thay la mot ngudi dé tinh
lam.

— Cai hang ngudi d6 bao gio ma
cha vay, ngay xua khi chua c6 cdi am
ctia thay dung nén, con me nay doi nhu
con chd thay thay t6i nghiép nén nudi
nang day chd, bay gid lén mat, rd chan.

May o6ng thay béi ngdi dai dai theo
vé dudng lén tiéng mai chao, bon con
nit ban vang huong xum lai cac ba. Mot
ba gat lén:

— Chung may khong thay bon tao
vlia § trong am ra a.

Hom nay l1a ngay ram thién ha di [
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dong dao, trdi vé trua roi ma van con
nhiéu nguoi téi lé bai. Ai cling don dai
am cau linh thiéng cau gi dugc nay.

Cubc buon than ban thanh cta
thay dao Nam dién ra dén hoi so6i noi.

Mu Tu cui trd vao phong thay dao
Nédm, thiy dang nam doc tiéu thuyét
chudng & ghé xich du, muy ké cong:

— Thay oi mét qua.
— Cai gi vay?
— May ba cu doi vao tham thay.

Thay dao Nam dat quyén tiéu
thuyét ki€ém hiép xudng long:

— Toi da noéi véi thim khong cho
vao kia ma.

— Nhung cac ba dy cti doi vao.
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Thay dao Nam cau nhau.
Mu Tu ctii ndi tiép:
— Toi phai hen dai dén chiéu.

Thay dao Nam ti€p tuc xem truyén,
mu Tu cui 1€ phép lui ra, khép ctia, mu
vua di viia lam bam:

— May con me thiét la...

Mot ga dan Ong sang trong tl ngoai
budc vao, gd mang kiéng mat bit kin
dén thai duong, ga nghénh ngd nhin
cai am, ga ngoi xuodng cai ghé dai. Mu
Tu cti budc téi hoi:

— Ong t6i dang huiong?
Ga lac dau, ga héch mat lén hoi:

— Cho t6i gap thay dao Nam.
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Mu Tu cui ngé han, khong biét han
la hang ngudi gi ma hon lao vay, mu tra
daa lién:

— Thay dang nghi.

Ga nhéch mép cuoi céd vé coi
thudng, ga khong néi gi véi mu niia, ga
moc thudce 1a hut, ga ngo ra cdi xe hoi
ctia minh, chiéc xe hoi son mau ca phé
stia. Mu Tu cui doan rang ga phai la
hang ngudi c6 thé lam méi dam hach
dich nhu vay, hodc la quen 16n véi thay
dao Nam. Mu thay déi thai d¢:

— Thua 6ng cd hen trudc véi thay?

Ga lac dau:

— Khong, ghé tham vay thoi.
— Thay c6 quen thay dao Nam?
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Ga dung ngon tay bung tan thuoc
la:
— Quen s so vay thoi.
Mu Tu cui van thic mac:
— Thay c6 chuyén gi gap khong?
Ga lac dau:

— Khong c6 gi gap hét, cti d€ cho
thay nghi trua, to6i ngoi cho.

G4 lai thdn nhién cham moét diéu
thudc khac, ga vdy tan thudc td tung,
mu Tu cli cang thém thac mac, con
nguoi gi ddu ma ky qudi qud ching.
Mu Tu cti di ré6t mot ly nudce bung ra:

— Xin moi thay.

— Cam on.
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Ga van khong thém nhin muy, cai
mat khinh khinh trong dén ghét, cai
kinh ram deo mat ctia ga qua t6i, mu
Tu cti khong nhin r6 mat ga, han cé
vé mot con ngudi viia bi mat viia nguy
hiém. Mu Tu cti khong thé khong noéi
v6i thay dao Nam vé nhén vat nay. Mu
Tu cli quay gét di vao phong, thay
dao Nam da dung xong btia com trua,
thay dang xia rang, thay vé mat nghiém
trong ctia mu Tu cui, thay lén tiéng hai:

— C6 chuyén gi ntia dé thim Tu?

Mu Tu cui tién gan thay hon, giong
mu cO vé thi thao hon Ia néi:

— C6 mét thang cha, ng6i ngoai kia,
thang cha coi b6 ky di [am.

— Mot thang cha, t6i khong hiéu
thim noi gi, ma ky di lam sao?
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Giong mu cang tré nén nghiém
trong:
— Cha ndi cha quen thay.
Thay dao Nam cuoi:

— Bay gi¢ thi thi€u gi ngudi noi
quen toi, chac lai ngudi nao dén nho
va chuyén gi.

Mu Tu cui lac dau:

— Da thua t6i coi bo khong phai, toi
thay cha nay c6 vé hach lam.

— Hach ha, chd la cdi tha gi ma thim
noi hach?

— Cha di xe Hué Ky.
Thay dao Ndm nhan mat:

— DPi xe Hué Ky ma thim ndi hach
a, thi€u gi ngudi dén day di xe Hué Ky.
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Mu Tu cui biat dau but téc, mu
khong thé nao giai thich noi su hach
dich ctia con ngudi ky di ay.

Thay dao Nam quyeét liét:

— Thim ra n6i véi thang cha ay rang
thay dang nghi trua, muon noéi chuyén
gi thi chd dén chiéu.

Hom nay t6i da ndi khong ti€p ai
ma ti sang dén gid thim giy phién
nhiéu cho t6i nhiéu qua roi.

Mu Tu cli danh tiu nghiu di ra.
Nguoi dan ong ky la van ngoi day, mu
Tu cti thay ngan, mu danh t6i canh ga:

— Thay dao Nam dang ngu, t6i kho-
ng tién kéu day, hay 6ng c6 chuyén gi
thi di dau choi motlat, thay day toi thua
lai, chac chan théay sé danh uu tién cho
ong.
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Ga dan ong la mdt phi cudi:

— Lai c6 cavan dé uu tién 6 day nta
sao, nhung khong sao, tdi ngdi chg, toi
khong cé chuyén gi ban hét tron, chi
béan viéc gi ct di lam di.

Mu Tu cui lac dau:
— Toi cting khong ban viéc gi hét.

Ga dan ong la mdt hut hét diéu
thudc no dén di€u thuoc kia, mat ga
lanh nhu tién, thinh thodng ga mim
cudi vu vo, khong hiéu sao mu Tu cui
thdy nu cudi cta ga cing nhuém day
vé bi mat. Mu Tu cti kiém cai gh€ ngoi
ngay trong am, mu s¢ ga nay cé hanh
dong gi bat chinh chidng. Ga huat hét
diéu thuoc, trong khi moi di€u thudc
khac ga lén tiéng hoi mu:
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— Cai am nay hoi nay coi by kha
phai khong chi?

— Ong ndi sao?

— Céi am nay, thay dao Nam Ia
ngudi khéo diéu khién nén khach khua
dong.

Mu Tu cui khong tra 16i han, mu
dé ddt, my mu6n xem han con noi gi
nta, ga la mat ti€p:

— Méi ngay nao chila mét cai miéu
sO sai, vay ma thay dao Nam veé day
bay vé ralam chuyén qua, khi thay dao
Ndm vé day dau cé cai gi phai khong
thim, toi biét r6 thay ma.

Mu Tu cui lay lam ngac nhién

khong biét tai sao ga nay lai biét 6 vé
cai am dén thé. Ga néi tiép:
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— Khong ngé mot thang nho bi chét
oan ma lai tot s6 dén vay, bay gio thi
quanh nam sudt thang nguoi ta cung
quai no.

Mu Tu cui cang thém ngac nhién,
khong biét han la hang ngudi gi ma biét
nhiing diéu bi mat nhat vé cdi am nay.
G4 lai mim cudi, ga van khong chiu 16t
cai kiéng ram ra, trdi trong nay dau cé
nang, co 1é ga dang quan sat mu. Ga
thé khéi thudéc mu mit:

— To6i cling muing cho thim, c6 cai
am nay nén thim cling no, thim an 16¢
cta cdu, thay dao Nam cling vay phai

khong thim?

Mu Tu cui thay buc roi, mu khong
thé dan dugc niia:

- Ong 14 ai?
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Ga la mat van binh than:

— Toi la ngudi biét nhiéu chuyén,
c6 thé thoi.

Ga trd 16i xong cudi rudi, dang tuoi
tinh nhu vdy, mdt ga bong nghiém lai,
ga nhin ra ngoai trdi nang chang chang,
cd 1€ trdi dang nga vé chiéu, khach thap
phuong lac dac dén 1€ bai, mu Tu cui
ban viéc, mu khong d€ y dén ga dan
ong xa la nlia, mac han ngdi mot goc.

May ba hoi sang trd lai, cai miéng
ho tia lia:
— Thay day chua?

— Thim Tu cho ching t6i vao tham
thay di.

Moi ngudi déu c6 xach theo nhiing
gio do. Co ngudi qua thuong thay hoi
mu Tu cui:



Ven do | 393

— TU sang dén gi¢ thay cd bét
khong?

Mu Tu cti nhéan nhé:

— Kho 1am t6i da noi rang thay
khong c6 dau 6m gi hét, thay chi mét,
nguoi ta mét la chuyén thudng.

Bon dan ba mdi ngudi tranh nhau
ndi mdt cdu, mu Tu cui bong thdy minh
quan trong hén ra, khi c6 ngudi hoi:

— Chung t6i vao tham thay dugc
chua?

Mu Tu cui cang ra vé quan trong
hon:

— D€ t6i vo trudc coi thay da.

— U chi vo di.
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Mu Tu cui khuét sau canh ctia, mot
lat mu trd ra, diing nta trong ntia ngoai
canh ctia, ngoac ngoac cac ba, cac ba
t6i gan, cac ba tut guoc tut dép trudc
khi vao phong, ai ndy déu di diing mot
cach khé khang, y tu.

Ga dan oOng tu ldc ndy van kin déo
theo d6i hanh dong cua cac ba, ga kho-
ng bo s6t mot hanh dong nao, ga lai
mim cudi khi cac ba da vao khuat sau
canh cua. Ga lai mdc thuoc 1a ra hut, ga
hat hét ba diéu thudc la thi cac ba tré
ra, trong mdat mi ai ndy déu c6 vé hén
hé. Ho xach gié khong ra, mu Tu cui
tién ra tan ctia. Bay gid mu mdi nhin
dén ngudi dan Ong la:

— Thay cho mdi 6ng vao.

Ga khong noéi nang gi ding day di
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thdng vé phia ctia buéng, mu Tu cli
nhac:

— Xin 6ng bo giay & ngoai.

Nhung ga dan 6ng 16 di nhu khong
nghe thiy, gi vao thiang trong budng.
Thay dao Ndm sting s& khi nhédn ra
han, thay thay do6i ngay thai do:

— Kia Hoan, sao may biét tao & day?
Ngoi choi di.

Ga dan ong tén Hoan ngo6i xudng
mot cai ghé thap, han mim cudi:

— Bay gio lam thay dao roi nén kho
tinh phai khong, téi chd ban sudt tu
sang dén gid chua dugc mot hot com
nao vao bung.

— O xin 16i tao dau biét la may, tai
sao may khong chiu ndi tén?
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Ga lac dau:

— Tao muo6n xem su théi tha cua
may téi muc do nao, me tién su cdi thu
budn than ban thanh.

— May khong thuong tao may con
chti tao ha Hoan?

— Khong chtii gi riéng may ma tao
chti chung tit cd nhiing thang doi lot
nha tu dé trén linh, may cé thé dai dién
hang ngudi do.

Thay dao Nam bay gié mém ra nhu
bun:

—~Thoi ma tao xin, may chui tao
nhu vdy du roi, tao lam dn ma may.

— May lam an thiét ha, nghia la may
khong c6 than thanh gi hét rao?
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~Tao lam an.

— Pugc, lam an minh tinh theo lam

— May muon gi?

Ga khong tra 161 ngay cau hdi, ga
ding day, t6i ta lanh mé ra, nhom vao
doé, ga lay mot trdi tdo dua 1én miéng
can nhai rau rau, ga tré lai cho ngoi,
nudt xong miéng tdo ga mdi nodi:

— Thay may kha tao ciing miing
cho may, bu6én than bdn thanh hay
budn Ong troi tao cling thay ké, minh
ca mé mot ltta v4i nhau ma, tao thi van
song bang nghé budn d6 lau My, tao
biét may & day tii lau nhung bay gid tao
mdéi t6i, ding 1é ra tao chang t6i lam
ché gi, nhung c6 chuyén.
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— Chuyén gi do?

Ga rat binh tinh, ga 16t cdi kinh
ram deo mat ra, mat bén trai ctia ga bi
chot, con nguoi bén phai ctia hian nhin
ldo lién, nhin thing vao mat thay dao
Nam:

— Tao dén day khong vay mugn gi
may hét, tao noi trudc véi may nhu vay
may khdi lo.

— Muc dich?

— Dting ndéng, chuyén dau con co
dd, may da nam trong toan bd ké hoach
cua tao.

— May ndi tao nghe thay ghé qua a.

- Yén tri, nhiing ngudi nhu tao nhu
may thi khong bao gi¢ dai dot nhung

tay vao viéc chinh tri hét, cdi mong ctia
tao la lam giau.
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Ga nhin chdm cha vao thay dao
Nam:

— May con nghi dén chuyén lam
giau khong hay la quyét xa lanh bui
tran roi.

Thay dao Nam cudi nhat:

— May khong hoi chac ciing thua
biét tao chi nam day chd qua con hoan
nan.

- Pudgc, nhu vay minh dé dang noi
chuyén hon.

Ga Hoan da dn xong trdi tdo, ga hut
diéu thudc la:

— Trudc day nha bao ¢6 16i cdi am
cta may ra chti, nhung chui du, chui
ldo, nhat la chti vé may, vi thang phong
vién nao do khong ro tung tich may.
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Thay dao Nam ngudc 1én hoi:

— Nhu vay la thé nao, may ndi ra
vay c6 nghia gi.

— May van la mot thang kém thong
minh.

— Sao?

— Con sao gi niia, néu tao la thang
nha bdo 4y may thl tudng tugng tao
nguy hiém cho may biét bao, chac chan
may phai ban x6i khdi manh dat dung
than cuoi cung nay.

Thay dao Nam cuoi:

— Tao hiéu y may roi.

G4 tén Hoan cudi khinh khinh:

— Bay gi¢ thi may thong minh roi
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Thay dao Nam cau kinh:
— May néi giong cha hoai.

— Dd 1a cai tinh x4u cua tao, khi tao
lam cha dugc ai tao lam lién.

— Kho lam, bay gic may mudn gi
may noi phut di cho roi.

Ga Hoan van binh tinh:

— Sao d¢ ray may nong tinh qua vay,
ngay trudc may lam dn chung véi tao
may van ndi tiéng la mot thang binh
tinh nhat bon ma.

Thay dao Nam mdt doé gay, thay
khong con moét chut gi la dao mao niia:

— Minh tling quen giang bo vdi
nhau, c¢6 chuyén gi thi gidi quyét cho le
ché khong c6 cdi vu ca rénh ca rang.
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Ga Hoan ngheo dau:

— May biét tao phai ngo6i ché may
bao nhiéu tiéng dong ho khong, trong
khi néu muén tao c6 thé tong ctia vao
gdp may ngay lap tuc.

Ga Hoan budc téi cam quyén tiéu
thuyét kiém hi¢p lén, lat coi qua vai
trang, cudi nhat:

— Trong khi thay dao Nam nam coi
tiéu thuyét kiém hiép, chic han day 1a
kinh sach cua thay.

Thay dao Nam giang lay cudn sach:

— Thoi dung mia mai niia, may da
noi chung ta cd me mot lda.

Ga Hoan deo lai cdi kiéng:

— Tao phai d€ may ty nhan nhu vay
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mai co gid tri, bay gio thi chung ta da
hoan toan thong cdm nhau, vi lau ngay
qua khong gdp lai may tao can thu lai,
vi biét dau sau thoi gian giang ho may
khong trd lai lam mot bac chan tu.

Han ngo vao mat thay dao Nam:

— Bui tran con bam day mdt may,
dé 1a diéu dang miing.

Thay dao Nam binh tinh tré lai:

— Roi chung ta thong cdm nhau i,
bay gid vao de di.

G4 Hoan ra ctia s6 nhin trgi nhin

dat:

— Tao thay phong canh & day rat
dep.

Thay dao Nam hiéu tiéng ndi long
ctia dong bon, thay hoi tiép:
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— R6i sao?

— Tao c6 ca ban d6 khu nay trong
tay, cdi xom trong kia an thong ra bo
song, s€ cd nhiing chiéc thuyén di
trong dém toi cdp bén, tl trong xém sé
cé ngudi mang hang ra cai am nay, roi
hang ngay c6 nhiing chiéc xe du lich
thiét dep thiét lich su t6i mang hang di.

— Tao hiéu.

— Di nhién may dugc chia rat song
phang khi hang da xdm nhép dugc vao
doé thanh, may thay khong hang caa
minh vao ma khong phai qua tram
kiém soat & chiéc ciu kia, trong may
thang vita qua hang khong vao dugc 16i
nay, khong qua ndi céi cau do, qua bao
nhiéu mat bay nhiéu, tung chuéng do
la cling v hiéu, bay gi¢ thi khong can
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ntia. Nhiém vu may lam on ngdi & cai

am nay thoi, nhan nhting chuyén hang

dén va chuyén di khi cé nguoi téi lanh,

tao sé cho ngudi dén phu ta cho may.
— Ai?

— Mot 6ng dao, chac chan n6 dong
vai dng dao con xuya hon may.

— Tai sao may biét tao & day?

— Tao biét hét, khong mot chuyén
gi qua mat tao noi.

Thay dao Nam chén nan:

— Me, tao qua mat nha nudc cai vu
ma tao khong qua néi mdt may thi tao
con dé qua.

— B&i vay tao méi lam x€p may.
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Hai ngudi dang ndi chuyén véi
nhau thi mu Tu cui ddy cua di vao, ga
Hoan thay d6i ngay thai do:

— Thua thay néu thay cho phép thi
vg chong toi sé cat cai am nay thanh
mot ngo6i dén nguy nga long lay, hom
nay chung t6i dén day vdi tat ca thién
chi, mong thay nhan cho.

Thay dao Nam lam cdi vé mat ng-
hiém trong:

— Thay cdm on long tot ctia vg
chong anh, nhung rat tiéc t6i khong
thé nhan dugc.

— Thua thay vay la thay phu tam
long ctia vg chong tdi, vg tdi noi rang
tride khi ching t6i nhung tay vao viéc
budn gao ra mién Trung, vg t6i cd téi
am nay van vai cau, khong ngo cau linh
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vay, cau cho trang m&i mot phat ca may
chuc triéu dong.

Mu Tu cui lang nghe, mu khong
khoi than phuc, thao nao, thang cha la
triéu phu nén thang cha méi hach dich
vay dd. Ga Hoan lai ndn ni:

— 'Thoéi thi thay nhan gitim cho
chiéc xe hoi Hué Ky vay.

Thay dao Nam chap tay trudc nguc:

— Khong dam, khong dam, nguoi
quy ta hay dé trong long, ta khong dam
phan gi khdc ngoai com dn 40 mdc. Ta
chi la mdt ké an may 16c cau.

— Thua thay xin thay nhan cho
khong thi nay thi tht khéc, cho phép
ngay mai dé tt cho thg dén pha cai am
nay lam ngdi dén nguy nga.
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— Khong dugc, thoi thay cam on dé
td, thoi cé tdam long thanh nhu vay la
cau hiéu long dé tu roi.

Thay dao Nam goi mu Tu cui.

— Nay chi Tu, chi nén nhé mat
khach quy cua t6i, néu ong ay c6 dén

dung dé 6ng ay phai cho doi.
- Da.

Mu Tu cti than phuc ngudi khach
la ra mat;

— Thua hoi ndy 6ng khong néi ro.

Ga Hoan t6 ra mdt con ngudi hao
hoa phong nha, ga mdc tién gidy Tran
Hung Dao dua mu Tu cui:

— Xin biéu chi tién an trau.

Mu Tu cui cam tién, cui thap dau
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cam on, hoi nay mu ghét ga nay bao
nhiéu bay gid mu quy mén ga bay
nhiéu, ngudi ta la triéu pht ma.

Thay dao Ném ra hiéu cho mu:

— Thoi chi ra ngoai nha di, c6 gi toi
sé kéu chi.

Mu Tu cui lui ra ngoai phong, mu
dong ctia can thén.

Ga Hoan hd miéng cudi sang khoai:

— Thiét minh déng kich kha lam, tu
nay tré di minh khong con lo gi vé con
me nay nua.

— Cho mé tién déu déu la ém ma.

— A tao con hdi may thém diéu nay
ntia, may cé bao nhiéu ngudi coi vao
cai am nay?
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— Khong ai ngoai con me cti nay.
— Vay tot.

— Tao hoi may thém diéu nay niia,
dia diém d6 hang ctia may & dugi Ho6
Nai ra sao?

— B¢, cling chi vi may chiéc Toyota.

Ga Hoan nhin ra ngoai ctia so, ga
néi nhu néi mot minh:

— Minh qua bao nhiéu phen thanh
cong roi va cling qua khong biét bao
nhiéu phen that bai, nhung thua keo
nay minh bay keo khac, thanh cong,
nhat dinh keo nay thi minh phai thanh
cong, hay trot lot cho tao lay nta nam,
chi ntia nam trdi thoi tao véi may sé
trd thanh triéu pha. Tién, tién, biét bao
nhiéu la tién...
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G4 t6i nam lay cai 4o cua thay dao
Nam:

— Té1 ngay nao dé tao bao may céi
cai do nay ra, liéng di, may phai nghe
161 tao.

— May quén la tao tron quan dich?

— Tao khong quén, tién ciing khong
quén, may sé tré thanh hogp 1é tinh
trang quan dich may hiéu chua. May sé
c6 vg dep, c6 nha lau xe hoi, may sé cé
da thu trén cdi doi nay, nhu tao, nhu
tao...

Han bong cudi, tiéng cudi hoi 16n,
han ngting cudi nhin vao mit thay dao

Nam:

— May thay cudc doi nay tic cudi
khong, than thanh ttc cudi, chién tra-
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nh tlc cudi, ngudi séng tlic cudi, ngudi
chét tic cudi, may tiic cudi va tao cling
tic cuoi nita,

— Tai sao?

— Con tai sao niia ha, may hay nhin
bd quan do tu hanh ctia may coi ¢6 ttic
cudi khong, nhin sy banh bao cta tao,
nhin cai am nay, cai thang con nit dugc
nguoita ton sung thd cing sudt ngaytao
thay cdi gi cting lam tao tiic cudi dugc.
Céau chuyén chi la mdét thang con nit
chét oan trong dip tét Mau Than, bong
nhién né tr§ thanh thanh than ngang
xuong, roi né tré thanh van dé ctia moi
nguoi, cong san huénh hoang tuyén bo
no6 la mot vi anh hung nhi dong, quoc
gia pht nhan, roi bao chi khai thac dé
ban bao, may khai thac dé tron quén
dich, con mu cui khai thic d€ cau com,



Ven do | 413

va bay gio dén tao khai thac dé buon
lau. T4t ca chau vao mot xac chét, moi
ké c6 mot muc dich riéng, chung qui
chi dé thu lgi, nhu vay khong phai la
trd cudi hay sao?

Thay dao Nam di di lai lai trong
phong:

— Ddng ttc cudi that.

— Ttic cudi dut dudi di roi ché con
dang tlc cudi gi nia.

Gid tii dudi song thodng 1én mat
16ng 1ong, trdi vé chiéu, mdt song phan
chiéu anh vang choi loi. Ga Hoan dat
tay lén vai ban:

— Théi tao vé, ké hoach cua minh
cd vay ma lam.

— Bao gig bat dau?
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— Cang s6m cang tot.

Trudc khi day ctia ra, ga Hoan con
noi:

— May hay tudng tugng trudc di
mot tuong lai ruc rg, nhé thap nhang
khén vai cau cho tao lam an trét lot, tao
sé cung mot con heo ta on.

Thay dao Nam cuoi:

— Tao mong mot ngay nao do tao
dugc cdi bd do6 dao dtic nay ra dé mac
stic song luu manh nhu may.

— Khong lau déau, nhiing ké luu
manh khong mac riéng mdt by quan
a0 nao, n6 c6 thé mic dugc hét nhiing
bd quan do trén thé gian nay, ngudi ta
da cha tliing néi chiéc 4o chung khong
lam n6i thay tu la gi.
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Thay dao Nam tién khéch ra tan
clia, cai mat thay coi dao mao kha ai
kha kinh, cac ngudi dén 1€ bai cui rap
dau chao thay, ho khong quén van an
stic khoe cua thay, thay tuoi cusi dap 1€
moi ngudi, Khi ngudi khach la di khoéi
thay dao Nam té6i thap nhang trén ban
thd cau, Troi toi dan, mu Tu cui ra moi
thay vao dung com, thay khong quén
ddn mu Tu cui thinh may hoi chudng.

Néng ngoai song da tat.
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10.

,gAY GIG MU TU CUI NGOI
HOI TUONG lai thoi vang
son ctia muy, thoi cdi am con hoat dong,
nguoi 1€ bai tdp nap, mu dugc moi
ngudi né vi, bay gio khong con nita. Cai
am da bi niém phong, ctia ra vao déng
kin mit, linh gac trén ciu dugc 1énh nd
sung chi thién khi cé ngudi téi gan am,
bay gio thi khong con ai dén 1€ bai lam
gi, nguoi ta da biét r6 by mat that cta
cai am va thay dao Nam. Han chila mot
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tén luu manh tron quan dich, dung cai
am lam noi budn ldu. Mot dém kia linh
ap lai bat tron 6, mdy tén cht chét déu
bi bat sach véi day du tang vat, mot xe
do lau chua kip chuyén di, mu Tu cui
cling bi bat lay, sau nha nuéc xét ra mu
vO can tha cho mu. Khi mu tré vé, cai
am bi niém phong va khong con cé
nguoi dén 1€ bai ntta. Mu lai danh séng
bang nghé nhat 16ng ga nhu xua kia.
Co6 ngudi to mo hdi mu vé thay dao
Nam, mu lac dau:

— Ai ma de, t6i hoan toan khong
biét gi vé cha hét tron, nhung dau sao
toi cing cdm on han, han da khong

khai bay cho toi.

Chiéc 40 nau ctia mu da bac mau.
Bay gié mu ngdi nhdt long ga, mu ngodi
ngay bac thém nha cd, can choi xiéu
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veo clia mu ngay xua, ngudi ta khong
cho mu lai vang t6i gan am ntia, xung
quanh am gidng day kém gai, cdi am
hoan toan bi cd lap.

Budi sang nay troi trong xanh, mu
Tu cui viia ngdi nhdt long ga viia sudi
nang, mu nghi lai nhiing ngay thang
qua, chép mat nhu mot gidc mong,
gidc mong dep doc nhat trong doi muy,
Trong nhiing ngay gan day bénh chui
cia mu Tu cti lai tai phat, vi mu c6
mac cam ngudi ta khinh khi my, mu
chui vu vo, chti troi chui dat, chui tat
cd moi ngudi, ngudi ta khong ai them
day vao hui.

Chi c6 mot ngudi con giao thiép
véi mu, do 1a ba chtt nhd mu lam choi
l16ng ga. Sang nay ba ta hen mu tdi lay
hang va trd tién cho muy. Mu Tu cui
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nhin béng nang, tréi dd muon rdi sao
mai ba ta khong téi.

Nhung mu Tu cui khong phai cho
lau, ba ta dang tii phia dau dudng di t6i,
mu Tu cui tham nghi khong biét ba ta
cé mang tién lai cho mu khong, cho téi
hém nay mu khong con mot cac tiéu
pha, hai ngay hom nay mu da phai an
com nudc mam mu trd lai thud ngheo
déi ngay xua.

Ba cht nha ban chéi long ga da
xuong khéi con doc, thay mu ngdi sudi
nang ba ta 1én tiéng hoi:

— Chi Tu lam xong cho tdi chua?

— Xong ti khuya r6i, chi con cho
ba chi téi ldy thoi.

Ba cht ngdi xuéng gan muy, mu



Ven do | 421

xem xem xét dam long ga ma mu Tu
cui da sau vao chi san:

— Bao nhiéu xau day chi?
— Nam chuc xau.
Ba chi méc tién trong tui ra dém:

— T6i dua trudc cho chi hai tram
nhé, ngay mai t6i lay thém to6i sé dua
thém cho chi la chan nam tram.

Mu Tu cui nan ni:

— Ba chu ¢6 thé cho em mugn thém
dugc khong, hoi nay tang thiéu qua.

Ba chu dua thém cho mu Tu cui
mot tram bac niia:

— Thoi cam tam di, hoi nay t6i cling
€ hang, nhu hdi trudc c6 bao gid toi
ti€c chi dau, chi nhé khong toi ting
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dua cho chi ca may ngan moét lugt.

Mu Tu cti lay mot tram bo tai, mu

noi:

— Da, thoi budi nay lam an kho
khan.

Mu nhin ra cai am quanh hiu:

— T6i nghi minh ngu dai, t6i nhu
nguoi ta thi giau roi.

— Cdi gi ma giau?

— Vu cdi am dd, néu td6i khong
luong thién t6i lay tién cua khach thap
phuong cung thi bi€t bao nhiéu, cai
thung dé khoi khoi vay ma t6i dau cé
thém, cu chiéu dén thang chd ma thung
lay tién cat di, cha con néi véi toi cat di
délam qui chd, ai dé cha bo tui rdo troi,
con minh thi chang dugc gi con mang
tiéng oan nia.
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Ba chu xi mot tiéng:

— Ngu thi rdng ma chiu ché con
than thd cai ndi gi?

— Ai than thé dau, t6i ndi chuyén
tinh doi vay do.

Ba cht bong tré nén to mo:

— B0 khi cha bu6n do lau chi khong
biét sao?

— Toi cling nghi nghi vay thoi,
nhung khong c6 gi chac chan!

— Ciing may chung n6 chi dung cai
am nay lam noi bu6n lau ché chung ma
gidu sung ong chi con mét nta kia.

— Da t6i cling nghi thé.

~ 0 dsi 4n hién gip lanh chi i,
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nhung chi cé biét ai td6 cao bon nay
khong?

— Thi thay Ba trong xdm ché con ai
vO day ntia, hai dda con ctia thay chét
oan ¢ day nén thay ay thu, thay ay coi
chting hoai, cudi cung ai thua canh sét,
toi biét hét...

— Vay ha t6i dau co6 de ché.

Mu Tu cui ngudc nhin 1én bau troi
nang chdi chang.

— Lam gi ciing khong qua khoi s6
troi.

Mu Tu cti thé dai, mu ding ngay
mat nhin cdi am, trong khi ba chu don
ma& 1ong ga vao trong mot cdi gid, khodc
lén vai.

— Thoi t6i vé chi a, mai toi tdi.
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— Da kinh chao ba cht.

Ngudi dan ba rdo budc, bong ba ta
nho dan va khuat lan dudi chan cau.

Mu Tu cti lai ng6i xudng bac thém,
mu hdi tudng lai nhiing ngay da qua.
Dong song budi trua nhuom anh nang
bac. Nhiing con rudi ddo quanh ban
chan my, chung muén dau xudng ban
chan ghé 16 ctia my, mu Tu cti lo dang
duoi ruoi.

Tiéng may bay truc thang dau do
kéu canh canh. G phia cAu mot doan xe

nha binh ché day linh dang d6 doc, bui
bay mu trdi.

Saigon 4-12-1969.
Nguyén Thuy Long









