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Lé Ba Hung viét dya theo (véi cau
tu hoi “Tai sao con ngudi hay quén?” va
“Tai sao cu phai dua vao My?”):
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T trai qua phai :

Sisowath Sirik Matak, LonNol va In Tam.
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Hoang than Sisowath Sirik Matak (22
thang giéng ndm 1914 - 21 thdng 4 ndm
1975) la mot thanh vién cua Hoang gia
Kampuchia thu¢c triéu dai Varman.

Sirik Matak chinh yéu dugc biét dén
qua su nghiép trén chinh trudéng Kam-
puchia, ddc biét la da tham gia cudc déo
chinh trong nam 1970 chong lai ngudi
anh em ho la Hoang tt Norodom Siha-
nouk va sau do la Ién cam quyén cung
v6i Lon Nol dé diéu khién Nudc Cong
hoa Kampuchia.

Hién thé la Cong Chua Mechas
Norodom Kethneari , sanh ngay 22
thang giéng nam 1914, da sinh ha 3 trai
va 3 gai, ma than phu la Sisowath Rot-
tari véi than mau la Troeung Yoeum.
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Ba mat theo chong ngay 21 thang 4
nam 1975.

Nam Vang That Tha

Bon cdng san Khmer Do bat dau
cudc tan cong mua kho dé chiém thua do
Campuchia dang bi bao vay vao thang
giéng nam 1975. Ngay 1 thang 4 nam
1975, Tong thong Lon Nol tu chiic va bo
nudc ra di luu vong & Hawaii. Khmer Do
ben cong bo mot “danh sach phai xt ti”
vGi tén cua Hoang Than trén dau danh
sach va roi cac luc lugng cta chang da
bao quanh c6 lap tha do.

Ngay 12 thang 4 nam 1975, Dai st
Hoa Ky tai Kampuchia la John Gunther
Dean di ngd y san sang cung cip quy
ché ty nan & Hoa Ky cho cac vién chtc
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cap cao ctia nudc Cong hoa Kampuchia
nhung Sirik Matak, Boret va Lon Non
cung v6i cac thanh vién khac cua ndi
cac Lon Nol déu da khudc tii — mdc du
tén ctia Boret va Sirik Matak da bi bon
Khmer D4 dat trong danh sach “Bay Tén
Phan Quoc” tuyét doi can phai giét.

Hoang Than Sirik Matak da chinh
thuc géi thu trd 16i cho dai st My nhu

sau:
— — oy JE—
- ." . Phoom Pealy April 16, 1975
B Dewr Eculléady wnd Frigpdy. TR

Tihenk you very Mhmﬂhuﬂywoﬂwmmmh—
wards freedom. [ cannot, alas, leave in such a cowardly fashion, As for you,
mdmplrumlarfo()omgm!myl uuwr«-mmm
you would bave this sentiment of which has chosen
liberty, You have mrudm)wxwmmndwceuamm
it. You leave, and my wish is that y ou and your country will find happiness.
under thissky, But, mark itwell, that if | shall dic bere on the spol and in my
country that Dlove, it is 100 bad, because we are all bom and must dic ooe
day. | have commined this mistake of believing in you, the Americans®

Regands,

Sirik Mazak M 3
— C;‘—l'k Hﬁ i‘I\ |

Dear Excellency and Friend,

I thank you very sincerely for your
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letter and your offer to transport me to-
wards freedom. I cannot, alas, leave in
such a cowardly fashion. As for you and
in particular for your great country, I
never believed for a moment that you
would have this sentiment of abandoning
a people which has chosen liberty. You
have refused us your protection and we
can do nothing about it. You leave, and
it is my wish that you and your country
will find happiness under this sky. But,
mark it well, that if I shall die here on
the spot and in my country that I love, it
is too bad, because we are all born and
must die one day. I have only commit-
ted this mistake of believing in you, the
Americans.”

Regards,
Prince Sirik Matak.
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“Kinh gui Ngai va Ban,

Toi chan thanh cdm on 14 thu cta
Ngai cung nha y dua t6i di tim tu do.
Nhung than 6i, to6i lam sao ma cé thé ra
di mot cach heén nhat nhu vay dugc. Doi
vGi Ngai va dac biét déi véi cai dat nude
vi dai ctia Ngai, t6i da khong bao gid, du
chi trong mot khoang khac, nghi la quy
vi sé lai danh bo roi mot dan tdc ma da
quyét dinh chon ty do. Ngai da chéi tu
cham dut bao vé chung t6i va chung toi
thi cling khong thé lam gi hon trudc viéc
nay. Ngai ra di, va xin chuc Ngai cung
dat nudc ctia Ngai roi day sé tim ra dugc
hanh phuc duéi bau tréi nay. Nhung, xin
hay nhé ky 1a, néu t6i phai chét ngay tai
cho va trén dat nudc toi yéu kinh, thi méc
ké toi, vi tat ca chung ta ai cling déu duogc
sinh ra va r6i mdt ngay nao do cling sé
phai chét. Toi chi da pham cdi 16i lam la
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16 dem niém tin diat noi quy vi, nhiing
nguoi My.

Tran trong.
Sirik Matak.”

Tho nay da dugc chup lai va cd trong
quyén Autrefois, Maison Privée, mot
sach hinh cua tac gia Bill Burke.

Ngay sau khi viéc dau hang cua
chinh pht Lon Nol v6i bon Khmer Dé
da dugc chinh thuc cong bo thi Sirik
Matak tim cach lanh nan tai khach san
Hotel Le Phnom, noi ma Héi Hong Thap
Tu Quoc Té da dang c6 gang bién thanh
mét khu vic an toan. Nhung Ong da
bi duoi di mét khi Hoi nay biét dugc la
tén ctia 6ng nam trong danh sach “Bay
Tén Phan Qudc”. Khi ra khéi khach san
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nay thi Hoang Than Sirik Matak da cé
noi chuyén véi cac phong vién va phan
phdi cac ban sao cta thu 6ng da géi cho
Dai sti Dean. Theo quyén Facing Death
in Cambodia ctua Peter H. Maguire, do
Columbia University Press xudt ban, thi
Francois Bizot, mot su gia Phap vé Phat
gido va cling la mét nhéan chiing song, da
ké lai la Hoang Than Sirik Matak sau dé6
da téi xin ty nan chinh tri tai Toa Dai sd
Phap va Khmer D¢ lién ham doa sé vo
dé d€ cudng bach bat di mot s6 duong su
ma chung muon néu ho khong tu nguyén
ra khéi dé. V6i Pho Lanh su Phap Jean
Dyrac va nha bdo Jon Swain di cling, Bi-
zot chiu nhan trach nhiém thong bao cho
Sirik Matak rang ong sé phai bi giai giao
cho Khmer D¢ Sirik Matak va cac vién
chtic ma van con & lai v6i dng thi chac
déu da bi bon Khmer D6 hanh quyét vao
ngay 21 thang tu nam 1975.
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Cdc chi tiét chinh xdc vé cdi chét ctia
ong da khong dugc ré rang, nhung Si-
hanouk da c6 nhan dugc tin xac nhan
la Sirik Matak, cing v6i Long Boret, da
don gian bi xt ban tai Hoi Cercle Sportif
& Nam Vang ngay 21 thang 4; mot so bao
cao khac thi lai ndi la 6ng da bi chat dau.
Tuy nhién, Henry Kissinger va mot so
nguoi khéc thi lai vién dan mot bao céo
cho la Sirik Matak da bi ban trung bung
va béd nam khong ai san s6c trong vong
ba ngay cho t6i khi chét.

*

Con trai cua Hoang Than la Sisowath
Sirirath (1946 - ?) nguyén la mdt trong
nhiing lanh tu cia bang FUNCINPEC.

“Bdy Tén Phan Quoc” da la Sirik
Matak, Lon Nol, Son Ngoc Thanh, In
Tam, Long Boret, Cheng Heng va Sos-
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thene Fernandez. Poc Karl D. Jack-
son, Cambodia, 1975-1978: Rendezvous

with Death, Princeton University Press,
1992, trang 50.

Trich Loi Hoang Than Sisowath Sir-
ik Matak :

Toi hi€u thai do ctia My khi khong
muon can thiép vao cong viéc ndi bo ctia
chung t6i. Nhung néu Hoa Ky tiép tuc
ho trg mot ché d nhu véy thiroi ching
toi cling sé rai vao tay cong san thoi. Quy
vi nén giup d& cho mot dan tdc dang chi
mudn dugc séng ty do. Nguogc lai khi
quy vi tng hd mot ché do khong duge
long dan thi d6 1a quy vi dang giap cho
cOng san

Con ngudi sinh ra roi cling sé chét.
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Toi sé khong di dau ca. Toi sé 6 lai day va
chap nhan moi diéu sé xay ra. Chung sé
bat t6i. Néu ching giét tdi thi cling sao
dau? Toi & lai dat me cta toi.

Toi hoan toan khong nghi ngd6 gi 1a
quy vi sé khong ngan ngai thang dua dat
nudc dau khé cua ching ta dén tham
hoa ma thoéi. Hay ti bd 4o mong treo do
trén trang sao, rot cudc thi chung ciing
sé€ roi rung nat tan ma thoi, va bau troi
sé cling sup do xudng dau quy vi, quy vi
chi 1a nhiing con bl nhin gia nua, va roi
Troi cling sé chon dat nuéc Kampuchia
chung véi ké doc tai! Toi sé khong con
chap nhan dé€ cai quéc gia dang tdm cua
quy vi lgi dung tén tudi cta t6i nia: toi
tu nhiém.
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La thu day nghia khi va tiét thao
La Thu Lich Su cua

Sisowath Sirik Matak
(C6 Thu Tudng Kampuchia)

gd6i cho ong Dai St Hoa Ky (1975)

Vao thang 4 nam 1975, khiquan doi
Cong san Khmer D6 Pol Pot dang trén
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dudng tién vao Nam-Vang thi ngusi My
da mdi Thu tudng Sirik Matak va toan
bo chinh phtt Mién nén ra di, vi 6 lai thi
sé bi Khd Me D6 sat hai.

Ngay 16 thiang 4 nam 1975, Thu
tudng Sirik Matak da viét mot 1a thu vo
cung cam dong gbi cho Dai si My tai
Nam-Vang la 6ng John Gunther Dean.
La thu day nghia khi va tiét thao cta
moét ngudi anh hung “sinh vi tuéng, tu
vi than” nhu sau:

Phong Dich.

Nam Vang ngay 16 thang 4 nam
1975.

Thua Ngai va Ban,
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Toi thanh that cam ta ngai da viét
thu va con dé nghi giup t6i phuong tién
di tim tu do.

Than 6i ! Toi khong thé bé di mot
cach hén nhat nhu vay!

V6i Ngai (dai st John Gunther Dean)
va nhat 1a v6i xt s& vi dai ctia Ngai ,
khong bao gio t6i lai tin rang quy vi da
nhan tAm bo roi mot dan toc da lua chon
tudo.

Quy vi ti choi bao vé chung t6i va
chung tdi ching thé lam dugc gi hét.

Ngai ra di, tdi cau chuc Ngai va xd s6
cta Ngai dugc hanh phuac duéi bau troi
nay ..

Nhung, xin hay nhé ky 1a, néu toi
phai chét ngay tai cho va trén dat nudc
toi yéu kinh, thi mac ké toi, vi tat ca
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chung ta ai cling déu dugc sinh ra va roi
mot ngay nao dé cling sé phai chét.

Toi chi da pham cai 16i 1am 1a 16 dem
niém tin dat noi quy vi, nhiing ngudi
M7.Toi chi an han mdt diéu la da qua tin
va trot tin & noi quy vi, nhiing ngudi ban
Hoa Ky !

Xin Ngai nhan nhiing cdm nghi chan
thanh va than hiu cta toi.

Sirik Matak

Sau ngay 17 thang 4 nam 1975, tong
cdng c6 150 ngudi trong chinh phu Mién
da di tan theo ngudi My. Con lai toan bo
chinh phu Mién déu bi giét hét. Riéng
gia dinh 6ng Sisowath Sirik Matak,
tii con chau dén cdc ngudi giup viéc
trong nha 6ng déu bi Khmer Do sat hai.



Ld thw lich st cia Sisowath Sirik Matak | 25

PHNOM PENH, NGAY AY
CON DAU?

KIM THANH

LTS: Kinh anh Kim Thanh, t6i nhan
dugc bai nay ctia anh tvi mot doc gid xa la
gGi dén, bai viét thdt hay va thdt xuc dong
khién toi khong thé khong dang dugc. Tuy
nhién, dé bdo vé trang Blog mong manh
nay, xin anh cho phép téi dugc ligc bét
vai cau ma nguioi ta hay goi la “nhay cam’”.
Rdt mong anh khong phién trach. Cam on
anh rdt nhiéu. Blog Lé Trdi
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itia thdng 7 nam 1971, t6i dang
gdén mot trung doi ting phai
hanh quan theo chién dich Phugng
Hoang tai mét quan ly thudc Tiéu khu
Khanh Hoa thi nhan dugc 1énh cua B6
Téng Tham Muu vé Sai Gon trinh dién.
Doi v6i mot si quan cap nho, trung uy
nhu t6i, d6 1a mot tin vui 16n. Khong
cin biét vé lam gi. It nhat dugc xa chién
trudng mot thoi gian.

Vé Sai Gon, t6i dugc Bo Tong Tham
Muu cho biét phai di Phnom Penh lam
thong dich vién Phap ngti cho Phai Poan
Lién Lac Quan Sy. Tt ngay VNCH dua
quan sang xu Chua Thap, nhiém vu cua
Phdi Doan, nhu tén goi, rat can thiét
trong viéc lién lac gitia hai quan doi ban.
Nhén sy vu lénh, t6i nghi dén ndi that
vong cliia ba me tdi luon mong udc toi
dugc lam viéc tai Bo Tong Tham Muu,
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nhan hon, tho hon chang. Cam Bét, luc
ay, ciing dang toi boi khoi lda.

I. Phai Doan Lién Lac Quan Su:

O choi Sai Gon ba ngay, t6i di Phnom
Penh bang C47, chuyén bay déic biét cho
do ti€p t€ cho Phai Doan. Hon mot gio
sau, dén phi trudng Pochengton. Troi
nong khong thua gi Sai Gon. Mot thiéu
uy con tré, kém t6i do vai tuoi, mat may
trang tréo, mang sung ru-l6 x¢ ngang
hong nhu cao-boi Texas thd... gia, trén
mép gan ho di€u thudc chua dot kiéu
James Dean, mét chan gac, nhip nhip,
trén cay can phia dau xe jeep trang, mang
bang s6 4n t€. Mot tép quan nhan, trong
sO cd mot thugng si gia, budc xudng
mady bay, 1én xe. Thay t6i con ding léng
ngoéng, anh thi€u ty khong chao, chi hat
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ham hoi, “6ng vé Phdi DPoan ha, 1én ludn,
mac ¢ gi ntia” Di nhién, t6i thay kho
chiu, nhung tu nha, diing néng, sé tinh
sau. Mot chiéc xe dan su khdc ché day
vat dung dem xudng tii may bay.

Xe chay bon bon trén nhiing dudng
pho vang, va dac biét rat sach, c6 nhiing
hang cdy thiang tip hai bén dudng canh
la sum sué, va nhiing vudn hoa ruc r6
sac mau. Vua lai, anh thiéu uy tu gidi
thiéu, Nguyén An Hoa, va sau nay, toi
biét thém anh la con cta Trung tudéng
Nguyén Van Manh, Tham muu trudng
Lién quan, 6 trong Phdi Poan, giti mot
chtic ma chinh anh goi dua la “trudng
ban ca nhéng’, muon lam gi thi lam.

Sau hon ntia gio, dén tru s& Phai
Doan Lién Lac Quéan Sy, moét building
do s¢ trén dudng Norodom. Toi dugc
dua thang 1én 14u hai trinh dién Trudng
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phdi doan, Dai ta T6 Vin Kiém. Ong
dang gay, tam thudc, rat it noi, nét mat
khac kho, nhung hién lanh, d6i mat biéu
16 mdt tam long nhan hau. Lan dau gip
ong, t6i thay c6 cam tinh ngay va an tam.
R&i 6ng dan t6i dén mot phong 16n, toan
la si quan cap ta dang ngoi lam viéc, va
giGi thiéu:

— Trung ty Nguyén Kim Quy, thong
dich vién m&i cua Phai Doan.

Co6 du cac Phong Ban, cac nganh
Hai, Luc, Khong quéan. Toi con nhé bén
Hai quan c6 Thiéu ta tré tén Khoi (quén
ho), Khong quan cé Trung t4 phi cong
gia Trinh Hdo (Van?) Tam. C6 Trung t4
Nguyén Kién Hung, TQLC, ngudi hung
trong vu ddo chanh cy Diém ndm 1960,
& phong 2 hay 4. DBdc biét c6 Trung ta
Nguyén Van Nam, truéng phong 5, chong
ctia nghé si Mong Tuyén, dang dap hao
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hoa phong nha. Trung ta Nam budc dén
vO vai toi, bat tay, than mat, néi lién mot
cau tiéng Phap, giong khan khan:

— Bienvenu, mon frere!

Dan CTCT c6 khdc, t6i khen tham.
Dai t4 trudng Phai Doan cho t6i nghi ba
hom, d€ quen nudc quen cai. Ngu trong
day phong si quan cap uy, gdbm cac phi
cong, si quan hai quan, va by binh biét
phai cong tac ngan han, nghia la méi thay
da bién dau mat. An tai “phan x4”, danh
cho si quan co hitu, nghia la lam viéc
thuong truc tai Phai Doan. Mdi ngudi
gop tién hang thang cho hai binh si “hda
dau quan” di chg va nau an chung.

Nguyén An Hoa dua t6i di thim
mot vong building: phong truyén tin,
tiép liéu, nha bép, nha tam, phong ngu
ctia cac ha si quan, binh si. Tat ca déu
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chao ddn t6i vui vé, niém nd. Phong Y té€
céd mot bac si va mot y td. Y si trudng la
Thiéu ta Truong Kim Thanh rat céi md,
dé mén. Sau nay, khi ranh viéc, t6i hay
mo dén phong Y t€ khong phai dé xin
thudc, vi luc 4y con tré dau can, nhung
dé tan gau véi anh vé du chuyén, ké ca
van chuong, nghé cta t6i, va chita bénh
hoa liéu, nghé cta... chang.

Toi dugc chia van phong véi Thiéu ta
Son Sanjivith, si quan lién lac cia quan
doi Cam Bot tai Phdi Poan VNCH, sang
dén chiéu di, ludn mac quan phuc kaki
vang i thang nép, mang cip bac trén cdu
vai nhu lon Phap, deo kinh trang, dang
dap quan vian hon quan v6. Son Sanjivith
noi anh la con cta cyu Tha tuéng Cam
B6t Son Ngoc Thanh - thua tuéng nam
1945 va 1972, bi am sat hut, day vé Viét
Nam, r6i sau 1975 bi Viét Cong bat va
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chét trong kham Chi Hoa ndm 1977 - va
chdu cta chinh tri gia Son Ngoc Minh.
Toi cting khong hoi thém. Anh khong
ndi dugc tiéng Viét. Buoi sang dau tién
toi vao nhan viéc, anh pha ca phé mai toi
udng, ndi chuyén bu khu véi nhau gan
mot gid xai nhiéu tiéng 16ng Phap, cudi
thich tha, bén khung ctia s6, nhin xuéng
con dudng phia sau, song song véi dai 10
Norodom. Roi ai vé ban nay. Anh ngoi
cudi phong, con t6i gan ctia ra vao.

Phai Doan Lién Lac Quan Su kho-
ng co thong dich vién kha lau, vi ngudsi
tién nhiém cta toi, man han ba thang,
chua cé ai thay, nén gidy t6 G dong. Giay
t6 khong cé gi “mat’, cling thudng thoi,
cia quan doi — doéi khi caa chinh phu -
Cam Bét, viét bang tiéng Phap, gtii Phai
Poan, nho chuyén cho B Tong Tham
Muu Sai Gon. Trudc khi dén ban tho-
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ng dich vién, van thu da dugc doc béi
bai ta Kiém. Thu nao can dich ra tiéng
Viét, va nguogc lai, ong ghi “a traduire”
Thu tra 16i, 6ng viét bang tiéng Viét,
mac du rat giéi Phap ngit, cling nhu cac
trudng phong, nhung 6ng muon c6 mot
ban dich do m¢t “chuyén vién” chinh
thuc chiu trach nhiém. Dai khi ong goi
y cho toi tra 161 thing bing tiéng Phép
nhiing buc thu khong quan trong. Ong
rat hai long vé nhiing ban dich cuta t6i,
khen téi trudc cac si quan khac, va dé
tudng thudng, dng cho phép toi, sau khi
nop ban dich trong ngay, dugc di choi
tuy thich, khong phai ngo6i “lam canh” &
van phong. Toi tham cdm on Thugng Dé
cho t6i thém mot vi chi huy qua tot, gitia
nhiing vi chi huy qua tot khac trong suot
doi linh.

Pugc phép, nhung t6i lai khong ra
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ngoai, thich ¢ van phong doc sach, tru
khi Hoa dén ri. Ma Hoa thi khodi di
lam. bung hon, khodi di véi toi, co6 1é
vi dong trang ltia, dong cap uy, cd 1é vi
toi dé tinh, 16i di d4u ciing dugc. Quen
nhau, t6i thay Hoa 1a mot nguoi ban tét,
thdng thdn, dé thuong, khong bao gid
noéi hodc choi xau ai, du bé ngoai cé vé
ngang tang, bat can cua mot cong tt Con
Ong Chau Cha. Bén ly rigu, gitta hai lan
khdi thuoc, Hoa thudng tdm su vé cudc
dai, ai tinh, sy nghiép ctia minh, va toi
dugc biét anh rat dat dao, trong so co
mot ca si cdi luong tré dang 1én ma anh
xem nhu bo rudt — doi luc du tinh “ruéc
em dzia dzinh luén”, anh vui miéng ké.

Ra pho, Hoa va t6i dién 4o quan
dan sy, nhung khong quén lan lung cay
sung, juste dans le cas ou...(chi trong
trudng hgp) Hoa thudng khoe cay mini-
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Colt dep, dep, nhd xiu, nhu cai hop
quet ga, toi khong chac ban c6 chét ai
khong. Ngoai nhiing chiéu Chua Nhat
du thanh 1€ tai nha thd Chanh toa, noi
gdp g& cua thanh phan thugng luu Cam
Bét cling nhu ngoai qudc, nhat 1a Phap,
toi xudng phd, mdt minh hay véi Hoa,
ciing chi dé vao nhting tiém an Tay, gan
tru s Phai Doan goi mon poulet a la
marengo hay civet au lapin, nhdm nhap
vai ly rugu vang Bordeaux chanh hiéu.
Hodc long vong quanh Chg Trung uong
(Marché Central) gan dai 10 Monivong
va de Gaulle, an hu ti€u Nam Vang - goi
1a chinh goc Nam Vang, ma dé té hon mi
goi trung nudc so6i. Hodc lugn trudce ctia
Lycée Preah Norodom, ngam cac ti€u thu
mac dong phuc vay mau xanh dam, mat
hoa da phan, riu rit tan trudng, ma long
boi hoi tuéng nhé nhiing bong hinh xua
cli. Do6i khi Thiéu td Son Sanjivith mai
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vé nha dung com. Vg anh la ngudi Cam
B6t, xinh dep, quy phai, lich sy. Dap 1é,
thinh thoang t6i mdi hai vg chong di an
nhting tiém ho chon. Theo 16i khuyén
ctia anh, t6i tranh vao nhting bars rugu,
c6 bia 6m di nhién, vi ngudi Mién, nhat
1a linh Mién hanh quén tré vé, sung 6ng
day minh, khong va Viét Nam. Mot lan,
16 budc vo, Hoa va t6i bi ho nhin véi cap
mat cd vo, khiéu khich, nhu ching t6i da
nhin linh My trong cadc quan bars & Sai
Gon. Ngbi uong bia kiéu d6 mét hiing va
mat siéng. Om em trong tay ma hdi hop
khong biét an dan luc nao.

Thinh thoang, Trung td4 Nguyén
Vian Nam cling ru toi di choi riéng véi
ong. Khi thi dng gap mot ngudi Mién
lai moi giéi hoi mua chiéc xe Mustang
ré, dem vé Viét Nam mién thué, bat toi
ngdi bén dé ong lai tht xem may chay
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c6 tot khong. Khi thi dén dn toi tai nha
mot chi Viét Kiéu quen 6ng. Khi thi di
tham Chua Prasat Prak, con goi la Chua
Bac Chua Vang (san 16t bang hang ngan
manh bac va c6 mot tugng Phéat khéng
16 duc vang), hay vao hoang cung 1ong
lay son vang, mai lau cong vut, bat ngs
nhin thdy cong chua Bopha Devi, con
vua Sihanouk, nguyén truéng doan mua
ballet hoang gia, nam 4y 28 tudi, ba doi
chong, dep mé hon, bi giam long cung
v6i gia dinh va nhiéu my ni.

Ngoai luong can ban trong quan doi,
do don vi gbc gitt ho, cac si quan Phai
DPoan dugc lanh thém tién phu cip cong
tac hang thang bang d6 la xanh. Toi cép
nhd, doc than, lanh khoang $180, doi ra
tién riel, vat gid lai ré, ciing dua xai hét
thdng, mot cach dé vuong, c6 khi con du
chut dinh.
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Ban dém, Phai Poan tu lo an ninh.
Tat cd si quan luan phién tryc trai, tuan
tra bén trong tudng building cung véi
hai binh si trang bi M16 va lyu dan. Budi
sang, néu khong cé chuyén gi, ghi vao so
“rien a signaler”, vo su. Mot vai dém cudi
tuan, khong biét lam gi dé€ giét thoi gian,
cac si quan, chd cho Dai ta Kiém di ngg,
gay song phé danh giai tri. Toi va Hoa
dugc ra tham gia. Ai khong choi, ngoi
ngoai chau ria, tinh nguyén dong vai
“thay ban” T6i mang danh “thay cung’,
vi thua trién mién. Trung t4 Nam danh
rat bao, mdi nudce thu hai da t6 xa lang,
tapis (My goi la “all in”) lién, thua hét
tién, ding day, tinh queo, nhung thudng
thuong o6ng thang, vi da s6 nhat, khong
dam bat du doan 6ng thau cay. Mot dém,
dang sat phat, Dai ta Kiém bat than xuit
hién. Ong ghét cay ghét ding cd bac,
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nén la mang tin tinh, ti cip trung ta tro
xuong, ai nay ngdi yén, chiu tran. Nhung
qua hom sau, 6ng vui vé trd lai, coi nhu
khong c6 chuyén gi xay ra. Nhiing tran
phé chui, vi thé, van ti€p dién trong hoi

hop.

Noi lai cong viéc dich. Thuc ra, luc
dau, t6i cling vat va véi nhiing danh tu
quan sy va khuoén mau xa giao, ca Viét
lan Phéap, mac du ndi dung khong cé gi
khé khan, gay cén. Vai la thu thudng
xuyén than phién vé viéc lam cua mot,
hai don vi QLVNCH trong lang xa gan
bién gidi. Vai thu chia sé tin tiic quan sy,
bdo cdo, tong két cong tac phdi hgp. Mot
so it thu qua lai mang tinh cach ngoai
giao nhu mung Ngay Quan Luc VNCH,
chia budn vu Tudng D6 Cao Tri ti nan,
hodc, ngugc lai, nhiing 1€ 16n cia quan
doi Cam Bot. Son Sanjivith cho téi mot
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quyén cdm nang v€ cach viét cong van
bang ti€éng Phap véi nhiing ciu xa giao
c6 san. Cd thé ma rdp vao. Sau hai tuln,
toi quen, va bat ky van thu dai ngan, toi
chi ddm chiéu suy nghi moét hoi, gé may
chit (Iac &y chua c6 computer) hai muci
phut la xong. Roi thay d6 déan su. Tu do
nhu gio.

DPo6i khi téi dén san tennis, gan phi
trudng Pochengton, mua vai dudng
banh cho gidn gan cot, kiéu trudng gia
hoc lam sang, chi khong mong an cdi
gidi gi. Nho vay, mot ngay dep troi, nhan
di xem mdt tran ddu quoc té to6i dugc
gdp tai do moét ban JECU (Thanh Sinh
Cong Dai Hoc) cii, xinh dep, vo cing dé
thuong, Yvette Truong Tan Trung, cuu
sinh vién Dugc Sai Gon. Tha huong ngd
co tri la mot trong td... vui. Ca hai hét
stic ngac nhién, dm chao nhau ma miéng
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cung lac hoi nhau mot cau gidong y chang:
“Mais quest-ce que tu fais ici?” (Nhung
ma toa lam gi & day?). Yvette ldy chong
ngudi Cam Bot, ban hoc trudng Dugc
G Paris, vé Phnom Penh md& mot tiém
thuoc Tay, cling gan do. Hoi tham nhau
nhiéu chuyén mdi, o6n lai nhiéu ky niém
cli. Yvette ghi dia chi va s6 dién thoai
moi “toa hom nao dén nha tui nay choi”
Toi hua, roi lai quén, cho dén ngay tré vé
Viét Nam, 1én phi trudng Pochengton,
méi suc nhd, nhung tré qua, khong lam
dugc gi nita. Sau 1975, thinh thodng toi
tu héi khong biét Yvette va chong con cé
thoat dugc nan Khmer D6. Nam 1988,
toi & Paris, tim trong nién gidm dién
thoai tén Yvette Truong. May qua, goi
dugc. Toi ndi, xin 16i da khong dén tham
& Phnom Penh va miing vi Yvette va gia
dinh tré lai Phap trudc 1975. Luc ay, tai
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Paris, Yvette lam trong mot hang bao ché
thuodc.

Mot hom, ba Mong Tuyén qua
Phnom Penh tham chong. Thuc sy, toi
chi nghe tén ba, chi chua hé dién kién
dung nhan va ciing chdng biét ba hat tan
nhac hay c6 nhac ntta. Qua that, danh bat
hu truyén. Ba rat dep, nuéc da trang nhu
tring ga bdc, lai lich thiép, goi t6i bang
“cht” (em). Nhan dip, Trung ta Nguyén
Van Nam rt t6i cung di v6i ong ba, va vai
si quan khac, tham trai Viét Kiéu Phnom
Penh, gan bén tau, duédi quyén kiém soat
ctia chinh phu Mién. Nam 1970, sau khi
Lon Nol, véi su trg giup cua hoang tu
Sirik Matak lat d6 vua Sihanouk (Sir-
ik Matak thu¢c dong chinh, dang 1€ 1én
ngoi vua, nhung Phap chon Sihanouk,
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nén rat han 6ng nay), nhiing ngudi Viét
Nam, du sinh truéng tai Cam Bot da lau
deoi, déu bi bat giét da man trong tham
nan “cap dudng”. VNCH phan ting cham,
va hang ngan ngudi da chét, nhu bao chi
Viét Nam thoi 4y tudng thuat. Mot so
dugc hoi huong. Mot s6 dang chd tau
hai quan chd vé Viét Nam, nhu trai tap
trung Viét Ki€éu ma chung t6i dén tham.
Xem nhu di cong tac CTCT va sg bi “cap
dudng” bat tu, chung t6i dugc 1énh mac
quan phuc va mang theo hai cay M16.

Trai nam trong khudn vién mot ngdi
chuia 16n, trén mot san rong, c6 hang day
kém gai vay quanh va rai rdc cd trdm léu
vai. Hau hét la nhiing gia dinh, day tré
em nheo nhdc, lam ruong hodc danh
cd, khong noi hodc ndi it tiéng Viét.
Da ngam den, trong khong khac ngudi
Mién, tay chan khang khiu vi thiéu dinh
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dudng. Canh song qua tham thuong. Toi
budc theo 6ng ba Trung ta Nam va Thiéu
ta Khoi Hai quan, tham hoi mot s6 dong
bao. Mot co tré dep, khodng mudi tam,
da traing, moi tham ty nhién, ng6i mot
minh budn ba 6 mot géc 1éu. Chung t6i
diing lai. Thay toi, c6 nghen ngao khoc:

— Anh cttu em vdi.

7

— Ca gia dinh em & Kompong Thom
bi giét chét hét. Em chay tron dugc xuong
day. Em chua c6 chong, anh lay em di,
em mdi thoat dugc cho nay.

TOi biét c6 noi that, va cd thé véi
nhi€éu ngudi khac, vi qua tuyét vong.
Trung ta Nam nhin t6i, r6i nhin c6, an
Ui

— Tau Hai quén sap 1én don dong
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bao vé€ Viét Nam. Co diing lo.

Con téi mde bop, tdng c6 mot tram
riel, tuong duong nam do. Co lac dau,
khong lay, khéc ntc nd thanh tiéng. Toi
dat s6 tién dudi chan co, chao va di thang.
Viét dén day, t6i tham hdi, c6 gio nay &
dau, con song hay da chét, héi co gai ty
nan khong biét tén, nan nhan cta chién
tranh ngu ngdc va doc ac cta loai nguoi
—mot Barbara trong tho ctia Prévert?

II. Soriya :“Sweet Helen, make me
immortal with a kiss”

(Christopher Marlowe, XVIth c,
Faust)

“You gods [...] ought to be ashamed
of yourselves! You are always jealous...”
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(l6i Calypso noi véi than Hermes,
trong The Odyssey ctia Homere, quyén
V)

Toa dai st VNCH gan Phai Doan
Lién Lac Quan Sy, trén dudng Norodom,
néu t6i nhé khong lam. Toi chi dén hai
lan. Lan dau vao dau thang tdm, 1971,
khi 6ng Dai st Tran Van Phudc mé mot
toi tiép tan, t6i khong nhé nhan dip 1€
nao. Ca Phai Poan dugc moi tham du.
Dbeén hoa treo ruc 8, sang trung. C6 mot
s0 dai dién dong minh, nhu MY, hay Lao,
Nhat, Thai Lan, Mién DPién... An theo
kiéu self-service, rugu vang va cham-
pagne uong tha gian.

Mot c6 Cam Bot, tay cam ly rugu, tay
cam dia thic an, dén ban t6i, xin ngoi
cung. Va tuy gidi thiéu, Soriya, thu ky da
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tu ctia Toa dai st Viét Nam. Co noi tiéng
Phap luu loat, giong trong vat. Trong cau
chuyén, c6 hoi t6i cé phdi 1a Trung uy
thong dich vién, nghe danh Trung uy lau
roi, hom nay mdéi dugc lam quen, v.v...
Co6 dang cao gay, nudc da banh mat, cé
chiéc rang khénh xinh xinh, nhung lac
ay rugu vao, lai dugc ngdi canh ngudi
dep, toi thay cd quyén ri khac thudng,
con hon ca tién nd gidng tran. Long lang
lang yéu doi, toi bat dau tro tai tan ddc,
nghia 1a néi nhiéu, ndi dai, ndi giéu hon
thuong 1. Co ké, em qué & Battambang,
hoc t6i Bac 11, r6i di lam, hom nao mai
anh di vé qué em choi...

— Cest promis?
— Clest promis. To6i hia dai.

Lan thu hai t6i dén Toa dai st, mudi
ngay sau. Tim gdp Soriya, mot budi trua,



48 | Kim Thanh

khong hen trudc. C6 dang danh may,
thay t6i, v0i vang chay ra cta, 6m hon
theo kiéu Badm, mobi ma hai chiéc. To6i
moi c6 toi ra pho dn com. Trong tiém,
mot luc nao do, toi noi:

— Tén em dep qua. Soriya cd nghia gi
vay?

— Mat troi. Mat trdi sudi am nhiing
trai tim 1€ loi. Anh c6 tin 1a em c6 don?

Toi siét nhe tay co:

— C4. Bien stir. Nguoi ta khong noi
doi khi néi minh c6 don. On ne ment
pas quand on dit quon est seul. Hinh
nhu cau dé ctia James Jones trong Tant
qu’il y aura des hommes.

Roi bong ¢ ngap ngling, hoi:

— Sao anh lai chon nghé nay, em
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muon ndi, nghé linh, ban giét nhau, hay

ho gi?

T6i nhin sau vao mat cd, dé tim xem
c6 an y nao khong, roi cham rai tra 16i:

— Trong luc dat nudc chién tranh,
toi khong co6 su chon lya. Di linh cang
khong phai la mot chon lya. Co 1é tai so6.
Trudc khi bi¢t phdi sang day, t6i la linh
chién, da ban va bi ban trd. Hué. Cé mot
diéu bi mat td6i mudn chia sé véi em ma
em chua dugc hoc tii bai hoc philo hay
littérature nao. D4 la loai ngudi chung ta
thudng bi ganh ti bdi nhiing vi than linh
bat tu...

Co6 im lang, chua hiéu. Sau mét hép
rugu, toi tiép:

— To6i doc 6 dau do, trong L1liade hay
LOdyssée cua Homere, toi khong nhé
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chac, rang cac vi than linh trong than
thoai vi la bat ti nén thuong hay ganh ti
véi loai ngudi, ils nous envient, tu sais,
bdi chung ta ai cling phai chét mot ngay,
s6m hay cham hon, mudi ndm, ba muoi
nam, bon muci nam. Cho nén, moi mot
ngay tran thé cia chung ta, ctia em, cua
toi tré thanh dep vo ngan, quy gid hon ca
ngoc nga, chau bau. Cing trong Llliade,
c6 doan viét rang cac vi than diing dau la
Zeus, tuc Jupiter, chia lam hai phe trong
cudc chién gitia thanh Troie va Hy Lap.
Ho them dugc danh nhau nhu loai nguoi.
Toi suy dién, them dugc chét nhu loai
nguoi. Vois-tu, Soriya, les dieux qui sont
immortels et ceux qui se croient immor-
tels nont pas le lugubre plaisir, ou plutdt
lagréable malheur, détre condamnés a
mourir, a attendre la mort a chaque ins-
tant... comme nous tous, comme moi,
comme toi, dailleurs. Than linh bat tu



Ld thw lich st ciia Sisowath Sirik Matak | 51

khong c6 cai diém phuc bi tham, ndi dau
thuong diu dang dugc chét, dugc cho
doi cdi chét dén, tling phut, ting giay,
khong c6 tham kich bi 4n phai chét bat
ct lic nao, nhu kiép ngudi mong manh.
Nhu nhting nguéi linh x6ng pha ngoai
chién dia... Khong bao gi¢ toi thay doi
dep, va em dep hon la luc nay, khi biét
dau ngay mai ta khong con thay nhau
ntia. Em hiéu téi chi?

Soriya suy nghi, tram ngam, hoi lau,
roi néi:

— Em hiéu va biét thém nhiéu diéu
la. Merci, mon cher ami.

Trudc khi chia tay, c6 lai nhac chuyén

di tham Battambang. Promis? — Promis.
T6i lai hua.

Man han ba thang, t6i xin Dai t4
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T6 Van Kiém cho vé Viét Nam, mac du
ong - va cd Nguyén An Hoa va Trung
td Nguyén Van Nam - c¢6 thuyét phuc
toi ti€p tuc lam viéc tai Phai Doan, tham
chi dé nghi cho nghi phép mot thang véi
gia dinh, roi trd lai cing dugc. Mdc du
rat nhi€u ngudi thich qua Phnom Penbh,
thay cho cua t6i. Toi cling khong hiéu tai
sao muodn vé Viét Nam, trong khi khong
cO Vg con, ngudi yéu dé ma vudng bén.
Co 1é vi chan khung canh thanh pho
hang ngay don diéu, trong rong, va thay
nhé nui ring va mui huong cau, huong
budi cta nhiing ngay hanh quan qua cac
thon nghéo va canh dong can cdi, nhiing
tré em va phu nii bi thuong vi min Viét
Cong. Khong con uéc mo dugc lam viéc
tai B0 Tong Tham Muu Sai Gon niia.

Toi khong tu gia Soriya. Loi hia di
tham qué nang bay theo may khdi. Mudi
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ba ndm sau, 1984, tai trai ty nan Bataan,
Philippines, chgt nhé Soriya quay quat,
va an han vo van, t6i dén khu ngudi Cam
Bot, tim nang va hoi tham tin tdc. Soriya.
Khong ai biét. Khong chiing, ndm 1975,
Soriya da bi giét b&i bon Khmer Do, mot
nguoi bado toi, vi la nhan vién cua Toa
dai st VNCH. Battambang “qué em” moi
ngay moét xa lac lo, biét bao gic dén dugc?
To6i bong nhé 16i t6i da noi véi nang
trong tiém dn nam xua: “Nhiing vi than
bat ti thuong hay ganh ti chung ta...”
Soriya c6 1é da bi gi€t nhu hai triéu ngudsi
Cam B6t dong huong. Nhu, c6 1€, Thiéu
td Son Sanjivith. Nhu, chac chan, Sirik
Matak, cyu tha tuéng ctia ho.
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III. Sirik Matak: “My soul, do not
seek immortal life, but exhaust the
realm of the possible”

(Pindar, 518-438BC, Pythian Odes,
11, 109)

Mot hom, Dai td Kiém bao toi an
mac chinh té, 1én chiéc xe Limousine
hay Mercedes, t0i khong nhd, cta Phai
DPoan, di v6i 6ng dén dinh Hoang than
Sirik Matak, quyén Tht tuéng trong
thoi gian Lon Nol chiia bénh & Hawaii.
Dé& hop, Ong giai thich, cling véi nhiing
nhén vat quan trong khac. Toi biét Dai ta
Kiém khong can sy thong dich cua toi,
ma khong hiéu sao van dan toi theo, cé
1€ vi long thuong mén danh cho tdi, toi
cht quan nghi nhu vay. Trong khi céac
vi hop hanh, ban luéan, téi tim ch6 ngoi
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phia duéi cung, lang nghe, quan sat.

Sirik Matak c6 nét mdt xuong xuong,
nguoi gay, dong déng, vé thong minh,
nha nhdn, ndi tiéng Phdp sanh soi. Qua
bai dién van ngan cta 6ng (t6i khong
nhé chinh xdc cau nao, ma chi nhiing al-
lusions, lién tudng xa x06i, bong gi6 bang
ngon ngli ngoai giao, véi nhiing dong tu
chia 6 mode conditionnel hay subjonctif,
nhu nous ne croirions pas que..., tout
nous aurait indiqué que..., quoi quon
puisse en dire, nous aurions de bonnes
raisons pour...) t6i danh hoi cdm nhéan
noi 6ng mot sy hoai nghi vé nhiing 16i
cam két va long trung thanh ctia ngudi
My d6i v6i Cam Bot va su di ing cd nhan
doi véi ngudi Viét Nam, du Quoc gia hay
Cong san. Nhung 6ng noi rd, 6ng can sy
ho trg cia My va Nam Viét Nam trong
cugc chién dau chong Bac Viét, dang
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dugc d& dau basi Trung Cong (luc ay co
toa dai su, hay lanh sy, tai Phnom Penh).
Do 1a lan duy nhat toi thay ong. Tu do,
toi khong bao gio nhé dén Sirik Matak
nua.

Cho dén nhiing ndm gan day, tén 6ng
bong trd vé trong ky tic. Qua vay, cti moi
dip tudng niém ngay 30/4, dong huong
lai dem déng tai va dich trén bdo 14 thu tu
choi di My ctia 6ng gui dai st John Gun-
ther Dean. D€ ton vinh 6ng nhu mét anh
hung. Trong btc thu qua noi tiéng ay -
ma nha bdo va binh ludn gia chinh tri
Gabriel Schoenfeld xem nhu mdt trong
nhiing tai liéu quan trong nhat cta ca
thoi ky chién tranh Viét Nam - ¢ mot
cum cht ma khong ai dich dung, tu dich
gid Pham Kim Vinh (trong Théng 4 den,
Vietnam xudt ban, 1988) dén nhiing ban
dich trén mang, trong cau: “But mark it
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well that, if I shall die here on the spot
and in my country that I love, it is too
bad [t6i nhdn manh] because we are all
born and must die one day”. Tiéng Phap:
“Mais, notez-le bien, si je meurs ici, dans
mon pays que jaime, tant pis, car nous
sommes tous nés et nous devons mourir
un jour” (Olivier Todd, Cruel Avril, nxb
Robert Laffont, 1987, tr. 274).

Pham Kim Vinh dich cum tt too bad
va tant pis thanh: “cling chang sao” (sdd,
tr. 225). Chét cho qué huong minh yéu
dau dau phai 1a chuyén nhd, ma “ciing
chang sao” u? Con trén mang thi dugc
dich: “dé 1a diéu té hai’, hodc tuong tu.
Chét cho dat nudce nhu thé, tai sao lai la
“diéu t¢ hai”? Ching t6 ngudi ta khong
hiéu r6 tdm tu cha tac gia, Sirik Matak,
va ly do khién 6ng, mac du néi cing nhu
vay, vao phut chét da chay vao lanh su
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quan Phap dé rdi bi day ra ndp giao cho
bon Khmer Do va sau do bi giét.

Qua vay, too bad va tant pis, theo
nghia thong thudng va canh hudng
(contexte) cuia buic thu phai dugc dich la
“mac ké toi”: “... Néu toi phai chét ngay
tai day, trén dat nudc cta téi ma toi yéu
mén, thi ciing mac ké tdi, boi vi tat ca
chung ta dugc sinh ra va phai chét mot
ngay...” “Mac ké t6i” ham chtia mot sy
bat can, va nhit 1a, & day, mdt su udn
tic, doi véi doi tugng ctia buc thu, tic
la chinh pha My - da quyét dinh bo roi
Cam Bot. Nghia la, t6i c6 chét thi ciing
mac ké tdi, cac ngudi dling thuong tiéc
lam gi, diing nhd giot nudc mat ca sau,
v.v... Diéu nay rat “ngudi’ (humain),
nghia la hgp v6i tam trang chan chudng,
bét luc va ngon ti buc bdi ctia mot nha
lanh dao mot nudc yéu dang thay minh
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bi phan bdi béi mot dong minh manh
hon. Gidn ngudi da danh, ma con gidn
chinh minh da cd tin vao nguoi My: “1
have only committed the mistake of
believing in you, the Americans”. Cau do
lam t6i nhé bai dién van ndm xua cua
ong da dugc nghe trong budi hop. Ong
da dung khi nghi ng6é ngudi My. Ngudi
My da phan bdi 6ng, qudc gia cta Ong
that su. RO rang, trang tron. Ciing nhu
da phan boi khang chién quan Cuba
ndm 1961 trong vu Bay of Pigs, Tong
thong Ng6 Pinh Diém ndam 1963, Viét
Nam Cong Hoa ndm 1975, qudc vuong
Shah ctia Iran nam 1979, va Tong thong
Ai Cap Hosni Mubarak, dong minh lau
doi, thang 2/2011... Vi du con nhiéu.
Ciling vi vay ma Sirik Matak méi tu chéi
dé nghi giap do ra di boi chinh pht My
trong mot 14 thu riéng gui cho nhan déan
My qua 6ng dai st My. Van dé chi la ca
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nhan gitta 6ng va My. Nhu thé, khong cé
nghia, va khong c6 doan nao am chi, 6ng
sé ti choi moi su giap dd, néu cd, néu
cin, clia nhiing toa dai su khac, chang
han. Thé thoéi. Cé nhu vay ngudi ta mdéi
hiéu tai sao 6ng da xin ty nan trong lanh
su quan Phap.

Phai cong nhédn bic thu cta Sirik
Matak, du dugc viét trong boi cdnh nao,
qua la tuyét voi. Buc thu véi giong nhe
nhang, lich sy ma v6 ciing cay dang, kiéu
hanh cua mot nha lanh dao anh hung,
c6 khi phach, c6 trach nhiém, khong dao
ngl trudc khi tai hoa giang xuéng. Mot
ban cdo trang hung hon vé sy phan bdi,
qua nhiing cau binh di, nhung lam nhtc
nhoi tam can.

Btc thu tuyét voi, so véi bai dién
van ctia Tong thong VNCH Nguyén Vin
Thiéu. Chung ta, nhiing ngudi l6n tuoi,
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con nhé budi téi 21/4/1975, trong gio to
quoc lam nguy, 6ng da 1én tivi, luc thi
danh thép luc thi nghen ngao, dé t6 cao
M7 nhu thé nao vé viéc cup vién trg cho
Viét Nam, nghia la bo roi Mién Nam,
nao la “Hoa ky nuot 16i hua. Bay gio con
ai tin 161 cua ngudi My?”, nao la “chung
ta khong thuong lugng v6i My dé co vai
triéu do la giong nhu ching ta di trd gia
ngoai chg cd’, v.v... (xem cdc bdo cii Viét
Nam va My nhu The New York Times,
Los Angeles Times, v.v...). Ddc biét, cau
cudi cung: “Toi ti chtic, nhung t6i khong
dao nga. Toi sé tré vé véi quan doi, chién
dau sat canh vé6i cac chién hitu” Nam
ngay sau, Oong roi khdi Sai Gon trong
mot chié€c Mercedes bit kin, do mot
doan xe CIA h¢ tong dudi quyén chi huy
ctia Frank Snepp (cf George J. Church,
“Saigon: The final 10 days”, Time Mag-
azine, 4/24/1995), ra phi trudng, cé dai
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sti Martin ding chg, dé€ di Taiwan trén
chiéc may bay C-130 son den, v6i 15 tan
hanh ly, va néu ta tin 16i Gabriel Kolko
(The Guardian, Oct 2,2001) “cé hai va-li
16n day vang’, hodc David Lamb cua to
Los Angeles Times, “v6i s6 vang tri gia
15 triéu dollars” (and USD 15 million in
gold).

Mot s6 phén, hai nhan vat. Btic thu
cua Thu tuéng Sirik Matak tuyét voi,
trén ca tuyét voi. Cho nén da dugc Hen-
ry Kissinger doc cho Quéc Hoi My, dé€ ho
nghe thim thia thém no6i nhuc nha va héi
héan, biét dau! Cho nén dugc luu tri tai
Thu Vién Quoc Hoi My nhu mot tai liéu
quan trong, trong khi & dé khong c6 buc
anh nao clia ngil tuéng tuan tiét VNCH
(tai sao, mdc du vi niém ty hao truyén
thong khong ai trong chung ta doi hoi
phai c6?). Cho nén da dugc ngudi Viét
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ty nan hang nim dem ra dang lai dé t6
rang ngdi thém tdm guong ding liét cta
mot lanh tu ngoai quoc, mdt dong nan
nhan cua sy trao trd, phan trac.

Nhung, ti€p theo buic thu tuyét ménh
ay, vao ngay 17/4/1975, d6ng hoang, cuu
Thu tuéng Sirik Matak da chay vao lanh
su quan Phdp, cling véi hai can v¢ — diéu
ma it ai biét, chu y hay con nhé- vanhiing
vién chuc cao cip ctia ché do: Ung Boun
Hor, chu tich Quoc Hoi Cam Bot, Long
Boret, tha tudéng duong nhiém, cong
chia Mam Manivane, goc Lao, vg thud
sau cua Sihanouk, con gai, con ré, va hai
chdu ngoai ctia ba, va nhiéu ngudi khac,
khong dudi 100. Du khong dugc moi.
Du bi xua du6i thang thiing, tho bao, va
giao ndp cho Khmer Do ba hom sau, dé
tat ca bi giét sach, ké ca dan ba con nit,
bdi loai thu hung han mang hinh ngudi.
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Tan tham kich nay dugc ké lai, kem
theo hinh anh, béi nhiéu nhan ching,
tac gia Phap, My, Mién, tu Olivier Todd,
Francois Bizet (Le Portail, La Table
Ronde, 2000), dén Henry Kamm (Cam-
bodia: Report from a Strickenland, Ar-
cade Publishing, 1998), v.v..., va nhiing
ky gia quoc té. Ké lai béi nhiing phién
tdoa quoc té xét xti bon Khmer Do. Va
nhaét 1a boi vu kién dugc thu ly tu thang
4/2008 tai toa an Créteil, Paris, do ba goa
phu Billon Ung Boun Hor, tac gia quyén
Rouge barbare (Ed. Respublica, 2009),
khéi t6 chinh phu Phap da ra 1énh nop
chong ba cho Khmer Dé - vu 4n ma tat
cad bao chi Phép tuong thuat, dang lam
thiic tinh va ho then luong tam ngudi
Phap, cling nhu buc thu cta Sirik Matak,
tl 36 nam trudc, da lam thic tinh va ho
then luong tam ngudi My.
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Hoang than Ung Boun Hor, Chu
tich Quoc Hoi Cam Bo6t, bi nhan vién
St quan Phap ddy ra ctia giao nop cho
Khmer Do, ngay 20/4/1975. Hinh trong
bao Newsweek, s6 ngay 19/5/1975, dugc
ludt su ctia ba Billon Ung Boun Hor trung
ra trudc toa, dé phan bac 14p luin cta
chinh pha Phép cho rang nhiing chinh
khach Cam Bo6t tu nguyén roi khoi Lanh
su quan. Trich lai tii bdo Thé Gidi Ngay
Nay (Kansas, chti nhiém Lé Hong Long)
s0 207, thang 7&8, 2010, trang 36.
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Chinh pht Phap khong xau, nhung
trong van dé chinh tri, thudng pha binh,
choc gay banh xe, ganh dua véi ngudi
MY, vi mdc cam hay hoi ching de Gaulle
— chiu on My, nhung van ghét My. Tai
Viét Nam, ngudi ta chuia quén hanh dong
ling xang cua 6ng Jean-Marie Mérillon
va Toa dai st Phdp 6 Sai Gon gitia Duong
Van Minh va MT Gidi phéng Mién Nam
va Bac Viét trong nhiing ngay can ké
30/4, td nguyén lam trung gian cho mot
chinh phut trung lap, dé€ roi bi Bac Viét
sau khi chién thang dudi chay cé co.
That ngay tho, nhu muoén doi ho van. Va
riéng 6 Phnom Penh, thang 4, 1975, con
chdu ctia nhiing anh huing Charlemagne,
Jeanne d’Arc, va Napoléon da qud heén
nhat, mot cach doc ac, toi té.

Nhung thoi, cé ai hoc dugc chii ngo?
Toi xin ngung & day. Viéc nay hay dé cong
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ly, lich sti va thoi gian xét xti, va khong la
cht dich bai viét cta toi.

biéu t6i muon ban ti€p la toi lay lam
tiéc, rat ti€c cho Sirik Matak - mdt ngudi
toi da thay, da nghe, da doc. Gia 6ng van
ngoi do, tai ban lam viéc, va nhan phat
dan cua Khmer D6 hay ctia chinh minh!
Bé nao thi ciing chét cho qué huong ma
ong yéu dau, nhu 6ng da viét trong thu.
Gid 6ng dung chay vao lanh sy quan cua
Jean Dyrac! D€ lam gi, néu khong mong
bdo toan sinh mang va dugc cap mot
trong 300 t& ho chiéu ma luat su Patrick
Baudoin ctia ba Billon Ung Boun Hor néi
Jean Dyrac da mang vé Phéap con trang
tron? Nhu vay, xin nhac lai, viéc Sirik
Matak tu choéi I6i moi cua John Dean chi
la van dé ca nhan gitia 6ng va nudc M.
Tt chdi 16i mai ctia mot dong minh day
quyén luc nhung hai médt, va gé ctia mot
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ngudi ban minh tudng tu té, nhung qua
hén mat, xua dudi minh trong ldc hoan
nan, hanh dong nao dung hon? Va truéc
khi bi giét, ong cyu tha tuéng c6 nghi
rang dng da pham mot 16i 1am nda, dé la
tin vao ngudi Phép, cling nhu trudc kia
Ong da tin vao ngudi My (chi can doi chii
the Americans thanh les Francais trong
cau: “je mai commis qu’une erreur, ce fut
de vous croire et de croire les Francais”)?

Toi khong c6y phé phan Sirik Matak,
vi t6i khong 1a cdi gi ca d€é dam xét doan
mot vi nhan. Mot lan nta, t6i chi tiéc
cho 6ng. Buc thu tuyét diéu kia da dua
ong lén ngoi vi anh hung, héros, trong
long t6i va dudi mat hang triéu nguoi.
Viéc 6ng chay lanh nan tai lanh sy quan
Phap da dem oOng xudng hang ma toi
tam goi la “ban anh hung”, demi-héros.
“Ban anh hung’, tiic mét ntia anh hung,
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nhung van hon ngudi pham tuc, nhu
toi, nhu biét bao ké khac, gip bdi. Van
hon nhiing “d6ng nghiép” ctia d6ng bén
kia dong song Mé Kong nhu Nguyén
Vén Thiéu, Nguyén Cao Ky, Duong Vin
Minh, Vi Van Mau va moét so linh (dau
hoéi) tudéng Viét Nam... Van hon “dong
huong” Lon Nol lic ay con tam nang
trén bai bién Hawaii, va Sihanouk dang
md yén tiéc linh dinh tai Bac Kinh.

Tuy nhién, cyu tha tuéng Sirik
Matak c6 1€ chua biét guong tuan tiét ctia
nhting anh hting trong lich st Viét Nam
can dai: V6 Tanh, Ng6 Tong Chau, Phan
Thanh Gian, Hoang Diéu, da khong tim
dudng thoat than du bi vay khon, va
quyét chét theo thanh. Caa Téng thong
Ng6 Dinh Diém va bao dé c6 van Ngb
Dinh Nhu, du néu c6 pham khuyét diém
gi di nta, da to ra 1a mot nha lanh dao
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cao ca, can trudng, bang cach khudc tu
161 Cabot Lodge m&i dén mot noi an toan
(ct Thomas Boettcher, Vietnam, The Val-
or and the Sorrow, sdd) va ciing khong
chay vao bat cu toa dai su nao, trén budc
dudng cuing, d€ roi bi sat hai da man méc
dau da dau hang (hai 6ng bi troéi va xac bi
dam ndt) boi bon phan tuéng. Clia nam
vi tuéng Tu 1énh ctia Quéan Luc VNCH,
Nguyén Khoa Nam, Lé Van Hung, Tran
Véan Hai, Lé Nguyén V¥, Pham Vén Phu,
da tu tiét trong khi c6 dt phuong tién ra
di. Ctia nhiéu vi si quan va quan dan can
chinh v6 danh khac da am tham tu két
liéu doi minh. Hay, it ra, cua cyu Tong
thong Tran Van Huong, qua bai viét méi
day béi st gia Tran Gia Phung (cf “Lich
s phan xét’, Toronto, 29/1/2011, trén
website):
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“Trudc khi Sai Gon syp d6, ngay 28-
4-1975, dai st Phap cho ngudi moi tong
thong Huong di tan. Tong thong Huong
tra 16i: ‘Néu troi hai, nudce téi mat, toi xin
thé la sé€ & lai day va mat theo nu6c minh!

Sau do, ngay 29-4-1975, dich than
dai stt Hoa Ky Graham Martin, cung mot
vién tham vu st quan noi tiéng Phap,
dén gdp va mdi Tran Van Huong ra di.
Hai bén néi chuyén bang tiéng Phap.
Ong Huong tra 16i: “Thua Ngai Dai su,
toi biét tinh trang hién nay rat la nguy
hiém. Da dén do6i nhu vay, Hoa Ky ciing
c6 phan trach nhiém trong dé. Nay ong
Dai st dén mai t6i ly huong, toi rat cam
on 6ng Dai si. Nhung t6i da suy nghi ky
va dut khoat & lai v6i nudce toi. (.....)

Toi la ngudi lanh dao hang dau cta
ho, t6i tinh nguyén & lai dé chia sé véi ho
mot phan nao niém dau kho tui nhuyc,
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ndi thong kho ctia ngudi dan mat nudc.
Cam on ong Dai st da dén viéng t6i. Sau
khi nghe Tran Van Huong tra 161, trong
dé cé cau ‘Hoa Ky cling c6 phan trach
nhiém trong d6’ (Les Etats Unis ont aussi
leur part de responsabilité...), dai su
Martin nhin tran tran vao 6ng Huong,
roi ra di ma chang bat tay nhau” (Tran
bong Phong, Viét Nam Cong Hoa 10
ngay cudi cung, California: Nxb. Nam
Viét, 2006, tt. 352-355).

Nhiing ciu trén day khi tiét, qua cam,
kiéu hanh, mdc du chi qua 161 ngudi thu
ba ké lai, ctia cyu Téng théng Tran Vin
Huong cling tuyét voi, dau thua gi buc
thu ctia Hoang tt Sirik Matak, cyu tha
tuéng Cam Bot?

Bdi vi, néu biét, c6 thé Sirik Matak
da phai suy nghi rat nhiéu trudc khi chay
vao lanh su quan Phap. Hodc c6 thé ong
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khong chay di dau ca. bé qua d6, mai
mai, hang nam, ¢t mdi 30/4, khi doc lai
buc thu khang khai ctia 6ng, t6i va dong
huong va nhiing thé hé con chau dugc
hanh dién tron ven vé ong.

Dé qua do, chung toi hy vong thiy
ong trong nhiing miéu thd tai mdt noi
nao trén dat Cam Bot, cling nhu cac bac
dai anh hling ctia t6 quoc ching toi trong
nhiing mi€u thé & Viét Nam.

Cdc bac dai anh hung mang hinh hai
cta nhan thé, khac véi nhiing vi than
linh Hy Lap ¢ xua, du da tr& thanh bat
ti sé khong bao gio ganh ti chung ta, vi
da dat dén diém phuc bi tham dgi cho
cai chét dén moi ngay, moi gio, moi phut
— ddc an ma chi loai ngudi kha ti chung
ta mdGi dugc nhan lanh.
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biéu do, toi cling sé nodi thém cho
Soriya nghe, tiép ndi cau chuyén vé than
linh ndm nao d& dang, néu mot mai dugc
gdp lai nang & ki€p nay. Hay ki€p khac.

Portland, cho Thang Tu Den 2011

KIM THANH












