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Quibn Cetrdlgd T 7

an Oc. Tai sao lai 12 mot quan
@1 mang tén 1a Oc Tré Lai?
biéu d6 cing thac mac. Vi chinh
trén con dudng nay, trudc day rat lau
roi, trudc ngay 30 thang Tu ndm 1975,
cd mot quin an mang tén la quan Oc.
Quan nam trén duong Thai Lap Thanh,
nay mang tén la Phan Xich Long. Chu
nhan clta quan la anh tai td Van Giai,
mot nghé si dién anh, ngudi Ha Noi, gia
dinh chuyén lam nhiing mén an Ha Noi,
toi thudng quen an cung véi ban be, gia
dinh 6 noi do.
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Sau 10 gi¢ 30 ngay 30 thang Tu,
1975, t6i ding & trén khu nha tan nat
ctia anh Van Giai cung véi anh, noi dé
ciing 1a quan Oc, ma dém qua, lyc lugng
Bac Viét da phao kich nhu mua vao viing
nay, quanh phi truéng Tan Son Nhat,
Tong Tham Muu. Bay gi¢ 6ng Duong
Vin Minh thay quyén tong thong da
dau hang v6 diéu kién, xdc ngudi con rai
rac khap thanh pho, xdc dan va xac linh
Cong Hoa con nam lan 16n trén nhiéu
nga dudng, dudng Chi Lang, Vo Di Nguy
Téng Tham Muu kéo dai lén tdn Tan Son
Nhat. Anh Véan Giai dung canh t6i chi
nhiing xac chét cua ngudi than nhu ké
meé sang:

— Chét hét cd roi, chang con gi niia,
khong con phuc hoi (Anh vé nha anh
di, coi lai ngudi than trong gia dinh, cau
mong khong khon nan nhu gia dinh t6i)



Quibin Cetrdlgd T 9

Anh khong giup gi dugc cho t6i dau.

Than hinh to 16n ctia anh guc xuong
trén can nha do nat ciing chinh 1a quan
Oc ma ngay nao ching toi tiing dén an,
quan dugc xay dung don so trong mot
khu vuén cé nhiing ng6i mo ¢6. Lan dé
la Ian cudi cung t6i gdp anh Vin Giai.
Nhiing huong vi mén an do quan anh
lam, con madi trong t6i sudt may chuc
nam qua.

Chau My, chdu néi ctia anh Vén Giai
cho biét quéan Oc ctia Vin Giai da trd lai,
vi trudc ddy may nam & bén Uc 6ng da
nhac nhé gia dinh chau phai mé lai quan
Oc. Bay gi¢ linh hon anh ¢ man nguyén,
c6 lé quanh quan dau day nhu thud nao,
hinh anh anh ghé ban ngudi khach quen
nay mot ti, ngudi khach quen khdc, ciing
1a chd ban beé néi dam ba cau chuyén, vé
dién anh, mot vai nao d6 ma anh sé dién
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xuat, thudéng thuc chut mon ngon Ha
Noi.

Nhiing hinh bong quen thudc xua
con lodng thodng & nhiing ngudi ban va
khach quen xua, nay con song thi tudi
cling dang vé gia. Van la thuc don xua,
nhiing moén dn tuyén cta dat Ha Thanh:
cha gid Té My, 6¢ hap la gting, banh tom
Ho6 Tay, gia cdy, com hap la sen, com
chién Duong Chau, chdo nghéu. Con
nhiéu nta ma t6i nhé khong hét.

To6i can nhan véi chau My:

- Ong vao day an la thich nhdt mén
com hap la sen, tai sao lai khong co, 6ng
khong thich an com chién Duong Chau.
Ngay xua c6 di ma...

— Da 6ng thong cdm cho chau, néu
o6ng muodn an com hap 14 sen thi 6ng dat
trudc cho chau biét, sé cd ngay cho ong.



Quiin G trdlgs § 11

— Con O0c hap 14 gling nay sao lailala
chuoi?”

— Da la gung luc nay ciing khong
cé nhiéu, chdu ciing cho 14 gling bam
nhuyén tron trong thit 6¢ nhoi roi, cai la
chudi bén ngoai d€ kéo nhén thit cho dé.

Com hép la sen, goi tat ra la com la
sen, thud do & Saigon nay ratla hiém hoi,
c6 1é chi minh quan Oc méi c6 mén do,
nhiing hat gao thom vo k¥, d€ trén nhting
tam la sen thom cho vao no6i hap chin
thanh com. Mui thom cua 14 sen tham
vao nhiing hat com r&i thom ngon bui
ngdy, nhat la dugc loai gao ngon nhu la
Nang Huong Chg Dao, c6 huong thom
ndi tiéng & Long An. Anh Van Giai tling
néi vé6i toi, khi téi dén quan Oc an:

— Néu ¢ ngoai Bac minh thi hip bang
gao Tam Thom, mon an cau ky nay ngudi
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ta khong niu bang gao thudng, loai com
danh cho vua chua tu thé ky trudc, nhu
nguoi ta dung la sen goéi cdbm Vong dé
tang thém do thom ctia com von di da
ndi tiéng ngon nhat xd Bac Ky.

Toi nhé mua thu Ha No¢i, nhiing
cod gai lang Vong ganh tling ganh com,
quang ganh la hai gi6 dan bang may lén
nudc bong, cai don ganh cong vong, goc
tre udn cong nhu dau rong, cac cd thon
nd lang Vong xinh dep, nén quai thao,
ao td than that lung bao mau hoa thién
ly, deo xa tich bén hong, kéu rung réng
theo nhip budc chan ganh com ra Ha
Noéi ban, nhiing dim com gdi trong 1a
sen thom ngon dn véi nhiing qua hong
chin dé, qua chuoi tiéu xanh.

T6i nhé duge hinh anh nhu thé thoi
tho au cua t6i & Ha Noi xua.



Quiin Cetrdlgl | 13

ha gio ma ngudi Bac goi la nem

Saigon, vi mon an nay phat xuat
tu XU Saigon, ma ngay xua con ngan song
cach trd, dan Ha Noi coi mon dn nay la
mon dn ngon, nén Ha No6i cé nhiéu quan
an noi ti€éng, noi ti€éng vi mén nem Sai-
gon. Nhiing bang quang cdo that to &
trudc ga tau dién § H6 Guom quéng cdo
cho mén dn nay. Nem Saigon noi tiéng
thoi dé cé hiéu an Té MY, cuén nem
nhan cua bién, hoi bet mot ti ran phong
vtia du vang chdm nudc mam pha ddm
6t, kem vai miéng du du con xanh, 16i
ctia dau bap cai don don, va mau xanh
cua nhiing trdi dua leo chi nho bang dau
ngon tay ut cé vi chua chua, ngot ngot
that 13 tuyét diéu, néu dung d€ dua cay
v6i ly rigu Mo, ngon that khong con gi
bang.
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Quén Oc clia anh Vin Giai c6 mon
an nay, nhung khong goi la nem nhu thoi
con 6 mién Bac ma trd lai cho moén an tén
cha gio cho n6 Nam Ky, van 1a mén an
ngon cua ngudi mién Nam ma do quan
cta nguoi Bac lam. Khi cé khach vao an
udng toi dé y thdy, thuc khach thuong
goi mdn dau tién la 6c hap 14 gling ké
dén la cha gio T€ My, mon thi bala banh
tom, va kem theo mdn gia cay...

Banh tom Ho6 Tay. Dan Ha Noi nao
khi xa xt cing nhé mon an ay. Mot quay
nho nho nhiing chiéc banh tom ran vang
d6 khuon trong mot chao mé séi, nhiing
miéngbanh vang uom, bén trén co ba con
tom cung véi nhiing soi khoai xat mong,
x€p 1én céi dia cat thanh tling miéng viia
dt miéng dn, chdm nudc mam pha ngon
c6 nhiing miéng 16i bap cai thai don tan.
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Modn an nay la mon an binh dén, ban
6 bén bé HO Tay, nhung lai thu hat ddm
sinh vién hoc sinh, r6i dén ngudi 16n.
Buoi trua mua he, ve sdu kéu ran ran,
hoa phugng nd d6 tham, ding & bs H6
Tay ma an moét dia banh tom thi tuyét
voi lam sao, nudc mam ngon hup can,
khong chuia lai moét giot.

Thoi gian trudc ngay Saigon mat, toi
doc quang cao thay & xa 1o cé ban banh
tom, toi ra anh ban 13 anh luit su Pham
Thuy Hung cung di an, anh nay ciing la
ngudi Ha Noi, cing mdt tay sanh dn, &
dau c6 mon Bac ngon chung tdi déu kéo
nhau di an cho bang dugc. Toi nhé ¢
lan Hung kéo t6i di an 6 mot tiém phd
khong lay gi lam no6i tiéng lam. Hung noéi
Vi toi:

— Cau dling coi thudng, banh phé
ctia nha nay trang 1dy theo kiéu banh phé
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lang Binh Bang chu khong phai thudng
dau, banh phd bay gi¢ tiém nao ciing
mua & 10 san xudt hang loat. Bt phd mat
ca nghé thuat di. Cau con nhé phé & doc
hang Than, anh Trang ban phd dung
thdi banh phd nhoay nhody khong, dn
mot bat phd minh phai ché dgi mdéi thay
ngon.

To6i va Pham Thuy Hung ra xa 10 an
banh tom Ha Noi, va that vong vo cling,
miéng banh tom clng cong, ching cé
ti mém don nao hét, nhiing chiéc banh
chién lau va d€ nguoi, nhiing miéng banh
cat nho chi tro ra bot nghé va nhiing
miéng khoai xat chi, tuy day da nguyén
liéu ctia banh tdbm Ha Noi, nhung chiang
ngon lanh gi, khong phdi miéng banh
tom don tan, miéng banh cat nao ciing
c6 tom nhu thdi nién thiéu t6i dn ¢ HO
Tay.



Quiin Cetrdlgl § 17

Su that vong ay nhiéu ndm sau toi
khong con mudén an banh tom nia,
khong tin vao nhiing 16i quéng cao.
Nhung dén khi t6i dn banh tom & quan
Oc méi 14y lai huong vi ctia ngay xua 4y.
Tuy khong 1a banh tom chinh hiéu cta
Ho6 Tay nhung cling tam ngon miéng va
thay lai khong khi Ha Noi, anh Van Giai
CU0i noi vai toi:

— Anh thdy thé nao?

— Cing ngon, du cho khach an thay
lai khong khi Ha Noi.

ROi mon gia cay va mot sO mén dn
khac ntia, da dé khach an dé nhé Ha
Noi. Vi ddm ngudi di cu chung t6i da xa
Ha Néi lau qua roi.

Ro6i bang di mot thoi gian dai, nay
t6i dén quan Oc Tré Lai. Bay gid chéu
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My, chdu néi cia anh Van Giai diing ban,
quan khang trang hon hoéi trudc nhiéu, c
may lanh dé€ khach ngoi an d6 néng nuc
trong khong khi nhiét d6i 6 mién Nam.
Nhiing vé oc dinh trén tudng x€p thanh
chit Oc Trd Lai, can nha khang trang,
khong phéi can nha g6 binh thudng va
nhiing ng6éi ma co ngoai vuon va bong
dang ctia anh Van Giai qua lai chuyén
tro rom ra gitta ddm thuyc khach. Chau
My noéi vdi toi:

~ Ong ndi chau mit & bén Uc tli may
nam trudc kia, trudc khi 6ng ndi chau
mat c6 nhan nht con chau con lai vé mé
lai quan Oc tré lai, va chau ldy ciu 4y dé
lam tén quan.

— Quén Oc Tré Lai c6 budn ban dugc
khong chau?



Quidin G trdlgl g 19

— Da dugc, Viét Kiéu vé day an ciing
nhiéu, nhung chau van ban véi gia binh
dan nén thu hut dugc ca ngudi méi lan
nguoi ca.

Toi hoi tiép:

— Thudong thudng nhiing nguoi xa
xU ho thudng kéu moén gi?

Co bé cuoi:

— Da ho goi mén rau mudng xao toi
al

That la mot diéu bat ngd, rau muong
xa0 téi cling la mot mén dn mang dugm
huong vi ctia qué huong ctia nguoi Viét.
Nhung t6i van nghi dén nhiing moén an
cii, com hép 14 sen, banh tom Ho6 Tay va
cha gio Té My. Bao nhiéu ngudi ban cua
toi da an udng & day, c6 ngudi di xa va co
nguoi da thanh ngudi thién co.
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Mot thoi nién thiéu song 6 Ha Noi
va gan tron mot doi song & Saigon, toi co
nhting ky niém sdau ddm & ca hai mién
dat nudc.


















