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Nguoi vg hién § 7

CHUONG 1
GAI NGOAN

E au nha nghi nguat khoi, trén nhanh lac
J dac suong, thinh thodng, lai dua qua
ludng gi6 mat. May déa huong méi nd hoi rang
dong, tuai tot diu dang, dudng nhu cham chim
moi son, ma cudi chao khach yéu hoa vay. Ai
ném dugc cdi huong vi ngot ngao ay cling lay
lam thu vi nhu dugc nghe 16i tao nha cta ban
tri dm.

Pau nay, chim ru ban, géc no, ga tic con.
Nha noéng sam sira ra dong. Ngoai 1o di thay
ké ganh, ngudi bung mau chan dén chg. Cai
quang canh budi sang & chén thon qué nham
cling co thu vui dac biét.
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Co Ba da thic day ndy gid. Nhe nhang gon
gh€ nhu con chim quyén, lam cdi gi da viia mau
lai viia ky. Rtia mdt xong cd niu chdo, pha tra,
doan di phat lua cho ga vit.

Co6 mac quan lanh' den 4o ba ba trang. Mi toc
chua g& xtt manh® trén trdn lam cho cdi guong
mdt nhon t trong lam vé yéu. Xem c6 diling gitia
dan ga vit bat tudng tugng ra mot vi tién nd nao
duong thi on, t€ dd cho ddm chung sanh.

Khi song dudng’® co thtc, c6 bon than pha
nudc rua mdt, don chdo 16t long, rét nudc, tém
trau, giti x€p mung mén roi mdi stia soan di chg.

Tanh c6 khong thich se sua trang di€ém, nhung
c6 mdc don so chling nao coi lai cang thém xinh,
dang kinh dang vi*, khién cho ban dong nién ai
cling phai that tinh yéu duong, khong cé chut gi
ganh go.

Co cat viéc cho con doi:

1 vai lya mat bong.

2 budng xudng, tha xudng.
3 cha me.

4 viné.
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- N4y em. O nha em rtta chén, quét nha gitim
chi, nghe em.

Co Lé vi ngt trua nén hoi mac cé:

— Sao chi khong kéu em thtic s6m véi? Em
day, cong chuyén da lam hét roi. Bao hai em mac
cd gan chét!

Noi roi né ngap ma cudi. Co Ba cling cudi:

— C6 hé chi! Thay hoi hom em thirc khuya
nén sang chi dé em ngu nan cho khoe, nga khong
da gidc, ngdy ngat lam em a! Nhu em ua thitc
sém dé bita khac chi kéu cho. Thoi chi di. Trua
10i.

Hai vg chong 6ng Nguyén Cong Phat cé mot
trai va mot gai la c6 Ba, chanh tén la Nguyén Thi
Dung; that tanh tinh rat hap véi tén; 6ng ba yéu
c6 lam.

Ba ngdi cling 6ng udng nudc, thay cd6 Dung
ra khdi ngd, chi theo ma ndi véi chong:

— Toi thuong con gai t61 vO cung do Ong.
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Khéng can gi giau ¢ hon nguoi, mién du dn ma
duoc con hiéu thao thi 12 vui long ha da. May bita
ray con Ba t6i né cuc nhoc 6ng co6 thay khong?
Gan t6i dam cudi thang Hai, minh né lo. Bita ndo
cling thirc khuya, day sém. N6 danh lam, khong
cho t61 du viéc gi hét. N6 néi n6 chiu cuc it bira
roi thi c6 chi Hai vé chia cong viéc véi n6 ché gi!
N6 lai noi lé&: “M4 gia roi, nghi cho khoe ma an
ngon ngtl ngon, t6i man thi du roi, téi khong biét
cuc”, Nam nay toi gia 1am sao minh?

Ong vuot rau cuoi:

— Gia ma con duyén!

— Oai thoi di 6ng! Pén tudi ndy ma con dicu,
khong so tré nghe né cuo1. A ma, y Ong tinh sap

dat dam cudi thang Hai thé ndo, néi cho toi nghe
thu? Toi1 lo qua!

Hai 6ng ba ban tinh, c6 Ba di chg vé, con Lé
chay ra muing r6i cung nhau lo viéc bép ntc.

Tudng trén doi hoa nao dep nhtt, ngoc nao
quy hang nhtt, cing khong bang “c6 duyén” nhtit
1a ngudi dan ba.
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Cé duyén ny chang phai mit hay liéc, miéng
hay cudi. Cai duyén la cai huong vi ngot ngao ctia
tam long vang, cta cai linh hon cao thugng. Loi
no6i hitu duyén nhu khuc don tién, non ni tham
tram, nhu giot nudc cam 16° c6 thé chiia dugc vét
thuong dau dén. Cdi duyén khong phdi 1a mon
bat chudc & dau; nd cot & long, cling nhu mui
thom ty nhién ctia hoa cot 6 nhuy. Bat chudc lam
diéu minh khong that mudn, hodc minh khong
co tu cach lam, la sy gia déi, trong lam buon cudi.

Co Ba thét 16i chi ciing chidm réi c4n than,
that tha ma cd thanh tao, suéng sé ma cé y vi,
khién cho ngudi cao sang hon nghe cting kinh vi,
ma ké thap théi hon cang cam phuc.

Nguoi nhu vay du nuoi loai vat ngu si cling
cO thé cam hoa dugc.

Con Lé la con nha dé tién; theo léo, lao xugc,
gian ngoa, hon hao. Gia n6 gap ai thi ngay nao
ciing khong khoi bi ray la danh dap. Nhung tu
ngay vo giup viéc nha c6 Ba thi tanh nét n6 khac
han; biét 1 nghia, siéng nang c6 thé ndi rang né

5 hay cam 19, nudc ngot
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thuong chtt nho né hon chi rudt; vi vay nén né
hay lam chung, di chung véi c6 Ba; vang c6 trong
giay lat n6 cting budn. Luc 1t rau, nd héi:

— Né chj Ba! Nita vo anh Hai vé day chi co
thuong khong?

— Thuong ché! Tréi khién vay da em. Hoi
cOn ngudi dung thi chdng ndi gi, chG bay gis hé
noéi dén ti€ng “chi Hai” thi long chi da sanh moi
cam tinh. Vi sao cé su cam ay, em c6 biét khong?
Th nhtt, vi chi Hai thuong anh Hai va thuong
ca nha minh, nén mdéi ung vé lam dau; thu nhi,
la chi Hai sé 1a ngudi dong chia vui chia budn véi
minh; néu khéo cu xt v6i nhau thi nhu ru6t thit
Vay.

— Nghe noéi phia bén chi Hai giau lam, phai
khong?

— Giau. Nhung em phai hiéu raing chang phai
cai giau d6 ma anh Hai ham, ma minh thuong.
biéu nén chudng la sy khon khéo, biét kinh cha
me, biét thd chong, biét hoa thuan véi ba con
va biét ca nii cong nd hanh. Ciing cé nhiéu khi
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vi bén chong & gat gao, em chong ac nghiét ma
thanh ra ngudi dau khong dugc tron hién. Chi
khuyén em hay noi theo chi ma yéu kinh chi Hai,
nhtt la lac chi Hai méi vé con duong bg ngo,
con duong nhé qué nha, minh phéi khéo cach
dai dai cho ngudi khdi co diéu chi thi phan.

— Ua! néi chuyén thi néi 14t rau thi 1dt, ché
budng dé ma nhin sao bau®?

Con Lé cudi, bung r6 rau diing day.

— Em 14t r6i chti! Théy cai miéng chi dé thuong
qua nén em nhin quén thoi. Thiét em thay ma
mudn hun hét buc. Chi nhu vay thi lo chi sau nay
chang dugc chi em phia bén chdéng kinh yéu.

— Oai! bung ndé1 xam! Co6 rira rau xong thi
got mudp, roi chi no1 nira cho ma nghe.

&)

Cb6 noi:

— Ciing thiét do6 chut, nghe em; minh & phai
thi tu nhién gip phai. Nhung trudc hét minh
phai rd phan lam dau phai biét tuy gia phong cua

6 em.
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nguoi ma ¢ vuong tron, nhu vay cha me minh
khoi budn then vi 11 dj nghi, ché bai; sau nira
khong udng cai tinh ctia chong yéu duong; vay
moi khoi bi khinh ré.

N6i dén dé co6 Ba nghe phia trong c6 tiéng:

— Cha! Co6 dau dé dugc qua ha! Co khach t6i
kia kia, nau nudc, tém trau dum cai!

Nang biét me da nghe va néi bdn” minh nén
mac ¢G; voi vang chay v, bén 1én cudi ma ngo
me.

7 gidn, tréu gheo.
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CHUONG 2
PEN NGAY PAM CUOI

Tuy chang cé bay chi ron ruc linh dinh
nhu trong nhiing ddm to & thon qué, ché
cling khong khoi dong dao.

Cac ba con dén phu sy, ai cdn mon chi, héi
diéu gi thi c6 c6 Ba Dung va dua té gai lo trude
san sang ca. Hai chi em trd tai bét thiép, sap dat
dau doé ranh ré, ky cang. Nét mat van tuoi cudi,
khong linh quynh va khong so sot chut nao, moi
nguoi déu dep y khen ngoi.

Co6 Ba con té y cam on nhiing ngudi dén
giup, sang thi c6 dai diém tam; trua thi banh tra,
trau tuci cau day, mdi mot cach diu ngot an can
khong ai tif choi dugc.
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Co ndu an khéo nhung van khiém nhudng
va hoi ngudi khac dé€ hoc hoéi thém.

May ba gia lay lam la, héi nhau:

— Con Ba mac di hoc, méi ra trudng, & nha
vGi cha me gan mdt ndm nay minh tuéng no nau
com khong xong, chang dé banh mtic, nem, chao,
doé cb, do bat, né 1am khéo qua. That la ché! Chi
can ba cai banh tay cia n6 lam khong cting du so
sanh bang thim Ky Bay niia da. Banh thtin, banh
men lai cang hon ntia, con may mon do Tay ai
nau?

— N6 da, n6 véi con Lé lam dau bép. 6 Tay
d6 Tau gi cling lanh hét.

Ma that vay ai c6 deé c6 Ba ma gidi dén thé.
Hoéi con 6 trudng, hoc sanh ta nhon miy ngay
nghi dén choi nha may ngudi c6, may ngudi di,
c6 khi & nha chi em ban... néi rang di choi, ché
ky that di hoc nii cong; hodc di chg mua an gium,
hoac phu su nau nudng chiu lam méy viéc nhoc
nhan; ma hé 1am rdi mon nao thi nhé hét, lai biét
ché cho dting cho ngon hon.
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Nhiéu ngudi xau rudt dau nghé, nhung co6

Ba dodn ma biét, khi v€ thi nghiém thi lam dugc

ngay. Khéo nhu viy ma chang hé dn mon gi cta
ai ma ché nén ngudi ta méi lam.

00o0

Khi thuyén rudc dau da ve, thi trii ra co6 Ba
v6icon Lé van lo coi s6c trong nha con may nguoi
dan ba, nhut [a may c6 con to, ké thi nap sau he,
ngudi thi rinh ket vach, 1én xem c6 dau chu ré
budc lén.

Ai cac ¢ 16ng tai bén vach thi nghe duong
nhu may tadm van noi chuyén véi nhau:

— Ban 4o tot qua phai khong?
— Vong vang thiét la nhiéu.

- Kia trén dau cé giat cai gi in® con buom
buém... Chiing dom theo ké hd, thay mot hang
may chuc con mat hiéu ky mé thét 16n.

8 giong hét
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Y nhu 16i ngudi ta ndi, c6 Thuong l1a c6 dau
mdi vén con nha giau. To xuong, hinh véc khong
dugc diu dang. Pau nhd c6 cao, tay chon 16n
hon ctia dan 6ng, xem bay nhiéu ciing du hiéu
ngudi khong thong minh, khong cé xdo tht’
trong nhiing viéc cong phu ti mi. Khong phai cai
ban tay cam kim gon gang & trén cai khuon théu;
cling khong phai cai ban tay vuot ve chong trong
lac budn rau, mon trén con trong may con dau
yéu. Nhung ma thét da trang, méi day toc huyén;
trong ciing la kha dep.

Dam cudi xong, may thang qua rdi, trong gia
dinh van yén vui, chang c6 di€u chi la.

Nhung vé€ sau niy lam khi dém vang canh
chay chang biét vi sao ma c6 Ba ng6i sting, mit
nhin dén, quén lan dudng kim moi chi. Co khi
6 roi luy nhung voi vang kin nhem lau di, roi tat
dén ma ngu.

9 khéo tay
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CHUONG 3
CO DUNG PHIEN

Nc}i nha khong ai biét cai budn cta co
J Dung, duy c6 con Lé do thau. Thuong
khi dém cung ngdi may va, chu nhé no hay noéi
chuyén xua tich ctt hoac chuyén kim thoi'® délam
guong, va thiia dip gidng luan ly cho n6 nghe.
Gan day, c6 Ba it ndi, it cudi, hodc cd cudi cling
chi la cudi gugng ma thoéi. Lai thic khuya lam.
Con Lé ngt trudc, chting thiic sém thi van thay
c6 Ba con chong dén ngdi lam ban véi mii kim.

Khi kia, thtia ldc ranh rang, vang vé, con Lé
hoi:

- Pa may dém rdi chi thirc td1 sang sao chi?

10 thoi nay
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Khi trude chi hay ray em sao cé thirc khuya, vi
theo phép vé sanh dém nao ngudi ta cling can
phai nghi trong tam gid dong hd thi méi duoc
manh gio61. Chi khong s¢ binh sao?

Co Ba ngé con té trung hau yéu duong ma
guong cuoi:

— L& nao chi quén 16i chi day em. Nhung
chang biét sao chi khong buén ngt. Chi ciing
rang d6 gidc chg, ma hé nam xudng thi bat thao
thic hoai; trong mau sang ding lam cong viéc
cho khuiy ma van thdy dém dai ding dang.

— Khd chua! Thé thi chi co su budn rat nhiéu;
biét vay lam sao em vui d6 chi?

— CO budn diéu chi!

— Thai di! Em biét nghe va biét chia budn véi
chi ma. Chi quén rang chi méi néi cau “trong
mau sang dang lam cong chuyén cho khuay”.
Chi hét thuong em sao, bay gid chi gidu em vay?
Em biét cai duyén c6 lam sao chi budn; nghi dén
em cling buon 1am chi a! Chi cho phép em noéi
nhting diéu nghi dén ma phai budén dé khong?
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VGi ngudi ngoai, ai cay riang em cling chdng hé
moi; con véGi chi, em muon ndi qua. Néi ra cho
dd budn. Chi san long thuong “ngudi” chiu cuc
v6i ngudi, ma rdi vi ngudi ma chi chang dugc an
vui, ¢6 bat binh khong?

— Diling n6i bay em, ay la s6 phén cua chi. Em
nghi ky coi, chi buon la tai hay nghi ma buon.
Nguoi vo ¢6 lam cho chi budn, cé dang trach
dau. Trach ngudi mdi l1a bat binh. Thoi em dling
noéi ra ma 16i.

— Chi néi vay ché theo y em nghi, cdi buon
phai d€ cho miy ngudi qudy lanh 14y, ciing nhu
su hanh phat 14 dé cho ké bat luong. O phai ma
chiu budn, ciing nhu c6 cong ma mang toi em

khong chiu dau!

— Thoang nhu trdi khién phai chiu, chling ay
em nghi thé nao?

— Chting ay phai cam tam. Nhung da biét
rang troi khién, thi chang hay hon 1a diing budn
sao. Chi thuong ndi véi em nhiing 16i: nhiing cai
kho khong phai tu minh gay ra, ttic la troi lam dé
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thu coi that cé chi khi lam nguoi ti té khong...
Chi van la nguoi tu té, budn lam chi cho hao tén
tinh than? Rai dau 6m da hai cho than chi, lai
con hai cho cha me bu6n rau, thi la c6 16i do.

C6 Dung lam thinh. Khong phai vi nghe 16i
cta con Lé ma bat nghi nggi; cd6 muing tham la vi
thdy con nha kh¢ khao kia, nhé minh gido hoa
cho, ngay nay da biét phan 16i hitu ly. Nhung cai
budn ctia co 1a cdi buodn tat nhién.

Trudc kia c6 van tudng rang cach doi dai
td té€ va thai do 6n hoa cia minh khong thé nao
sanh ra diéu roi ram trong cai tinh chi dau em
chong. Co tudng rang minh sé 1a nguoi httu ich
cho cdi hanh phudc gia dinh, tv nguyén lanh cdi
chuc trach lam cho trong nha luén luén dugc hoa
thudn; néu chi dau con thoé thién thi co sé hét stic
khon khéo xti tri d€ cho tré nén mot tay ndi trg
xtng ddng ctia nha minh.

Co biét thé cam hda chi dau, nhung khong to
dau gi thong thao hon; biét khiém nhuong, biét
thtia dip, thi l1é nao chi dau lai ho then, hoac dé
ky ma khong san long chiu hoc?
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Cb ¢6 y nhu thé chiang phai ty phu. Khong
dau! Vi c6 da c6 nghiém nhiéu lan. Thud con cdp
sach vao truong c6 da ra cong khuyén do vai ba
ban hoc bo dugc tanh biéng nhac di. Con nit 16i
xom nhiéu duda tho 16, hu hén ma nho ¢6 ran day
nén thanh ra cé tanh tot. Kho doi mai hét stc la
cai 0c hu té cia con Lé ma c6 con rén stia dugc
thay.

Lai cting ng¢: cha me c6 dudng nhu ciing bi
cdi dnh hudng ctua c6 ma thanh ra da via dung
la buc luong thién lai viia biét én & hap theo thaoi
thé.

Co6 vay chdng? Nhiéu khi ngudi luong thién
bo qua viéc phai, vi khong de; hodc c6 khi tudng
da lam phai, nhung cai phai khong nham choé. Ga
them hot thdc, dem cho hot vang, chi la mot su
ngu.

C6 thé noi rang c6 Dung nhu cai hoa hudng
dep dé, thom tho, moc & chd nao thi chd dy thanh
cai hoan canh xinh dep, cé cai khong khi thanh
cao, khién cho ngudi dugc hap tho, lay lam khoe
khoan.
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K¢ cd tai xuat chung thuong hay ua cdi kho
khan, hiém trd, dé nhu vy thi méi c6 ché ma
tr6 nd''. Miy chud thg khéo khong vui long sta
ddu ng3, rao xiéu, bang cham tr6 rudng cao, cot
ca. May tudng c6 tai thao lugc khong ham lanh
phan gac ctia, canh truong.

C6 Dung khong phai la mong cho chi dau hu
ma day bao. Nhung néu vg ctia anh Hai 6 c6 tho
16, vung vé, cd rat san long diu dat. Mong tudng
ém dém thay!

Nhung than 6i! D6 chang qua chi la mot cai
lam, cdi lam 16n cua ké hiiu tam.

Pung tudng rang thé gian nay binh gi ciing
c6 thude trir; su ting trai da chi cho minh hiéu
rang chang phai hé pham 1a cdy thi ¢6 thé cham
tro duoc.

Thuoc hay ma binh tré thi lam sao?
Khi cu tot ma cay muc thi lam sao?

Thiét la kho liéu cho phan c6 Dung... Canh
nha khong du da nhiéu, thoi can kiém da quen.

11 na: no; y ndi trd tai thao lugc
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Nay c6 mdt c6 dau giau chdng biét tiét kiém dong
tién vGi ngay gid, bay nhiéu da da cho canh kém
vui. N6i ra thi s¢g mét long nén c6 Dung van ct
moi ngay di mua an, lui cui vé viéc bép nuc.

Chi dau lam mon dn gi cing khong dugec, lai
cting khong c6 v gi lo 1am cho dén dugc®. It lau
minh sé xai chong ra § riéng. Com nudc sé co
day t6 lo cho. C¢ tién khong biét mua sy thanh
thoi, vao bép chi cho khoi thui, lta tap. Cong
viéc ay dé cho con nha nghéo. Trgi sanh minh
lam con nha giau la d€ cho cai phan thoa phan,
diém son, mdc dep, an ngon, hudng cai diéu vui
thu trén doi.

C6 dau nghi nhu vay, cho nén bao gi¢ con 6
ctia nha cyu Nguyén thi ciing van dé€ y la canh én
g6i nam nhd; chi lo doc thién ky than®, trii ra cai
tinh thuong cht chong nhu'* dé x6 mdi kia, thi
khong biét cdm dén an hdu cua ai hét. Bao nhiéu
dau that tinh yéu duong, c6 ta déu nghi la sy gia
doi trai may cua ké it tién doéi véi ngudi du cua.

12 dat duoc
13 chi lam diéu t6t cho minh
14 mém, hién
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Tam dia nhu vay, lai gdp nha toan ngudi hién
héu, nén c6 thuong sanh thdéi dé nguci. Ngu trua
chang chit ngai ngling, 1am bé khong hé but rit.
Co6 khi, khong ai hiéu, ma nang dau gian hon diéu
chi chang r6, budc dui dui ra gdnh nudc, btia cti.
Biia sau thi la dau gan, mdi cot, nong lanh, nhtc
dau, vé nha cha me rudt & choi it thang.

Nhung vay, d6 chang phai 1a chanh la diéu
lam ra su tham cho c6 Dung...

Co chang phai géi ua dn khong ngbi roi; co
sém biét su cao quy cta sy lao dong. Tt khi cé
su budn riéng thi co lai ki€ém nhiéu cong viéc ma
lam ép cdi tri minh khong dugc ranh rang ma
nghi dén ndng noéi. Cé ngay gic du cd day con
Lé may. C0 lay tién ban nhiing san vat cua chinh
minh lam ra ma mua vai, sam 4o quén cho tré co
han trong x6m. Chi dau biéng nhat thi nang c6
nhiéu dip dén dap on sanh thanh duéng duc ché
gl.

Piéu kho tdm cho co 1a su that gido cua co
Thuong. Chi ta khong hé biét 16i minh. Lam khi
lai vi muén khoe cai hay, cai phai ctia minh tu
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tang, chi ta binh pham thién ha mot cach rat bat
cong, van dé ma chi ta hay nhao di nhao lai, nhit
la “cha me chong kia & ac, chi em chong no gat
gao” cach noi y xo xién, khién cho c6 Dung nghe
lay 1am kho chiu.

Khd nhitla nang dau hay nghi bay, lai thuong
dem viéc nha chong tu cai bat mé, cai chén sén
ma hoc véi ngudi khdc; thanh ra tlii ngay c6 Ba cé
chi, mé&i ndy ra tiéng rudi, lan, c6 thé lam cho ton
hai cai danh gia tot nha c8; nao: ha tién, gat gao,
tham lam, tat do®...

Thong gia cling vi vdy ma lat 1éo nhau.

Co6 mdt lan ba Nguyén ray con Lé vi mot sy
hu hao ma ba tudéng do né lam ra. Chang dé 1a
tai c6 Thuong. C6 dau duong ngoi nhai banh,
liéng'® moén dn di, to tiéng tra 16i, dén ndi lam
cho me chong phai nghen ngao, trom roi nudc
mat.

Tl d6 c6 Dung lai cang budn nhiéu.

15 d6 tat, hai chit cung nghia: ghen ghét
16 ném, quang
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Co6 mot hom, con Lé tho thé nhu vay:

— Neé chi! Troi khong danh nao xui cho ngudi
chi phai budn, béi chi biét noi y tréi ma lam diéu
phudc thién.

Mot nguoi dung kia giau 6, vo nha minh n6
quén né ciing la ngudi dung, con nho dai! Ho da
la ké vo ich lai con khi thi minh, la nghia gi? Ma
minh khong phai la bon tho tién ché?

Co Dung dap ring:

— Em xui chi 6 bay sao? Chi biét cé mdt diéu
& phai ma thoi. Va lai chi thuéng dan em, ché
trach ngudi ma chi nén trach lay minh. Chi Hai
khong thuong minh ay 1a tai minh khong khéo
doi dai cho viia long. Con thodng nhu minh hét
tinh mudn sy hoa ma khong duoc 4y 1a tai phan
minh x4u phudc. Troi kia con khong khoi con gio
bui, thi cai hanh phudce nao lai dugc hoan toan?
Em lai con phai hiéu diéu nay nita, 1a cai gi cling
c6 hoi, hét no dén déi, hét dai dén khon. Néu c6
diéu chang ngd ma ghét thi r6i c6 khi cling lai
chang ngd ma thuong, 18 xay van khién vdy. Em
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dirng néng nay ma hoa ra hdn hao. Chi budn 1a
lo cho cha me khd tdm, lo cho anh Hai v phudc
vé sau, ché cai tot, cai xau ciia nguoi lam tudng
cho minh, chi day khong ké, mién minh ctr giit
ven long lanh.

Co6 Dung dai do, luong hao nhu thé dé, ma
chi ddu van chang déng chut nao. Hai cdi tAm dia
khac nhau thi cé day lién lac nao budc lai dugc;
khéo giti lam thi la khoi xung dot la may.

Co6 Thuong lai c6 tanh ghen la lung. Chinh
minh chi ta hay tray trua, 14 loi, khong biét phai
ct chi thé nao cho ra vé con nha doan trang nét
hanh, thay trai thi dom muén ré6t con mat; néi
vGi dan ong thi tan hodc, miéng cudi, udng eo,
nhang tré, vo vai, vo v€. Thé ma khi nao chong
rui di mot dudng véi cod nao, hodc 6 dip phai noi
chuyén v6i dan ba nao thi nang lién nghi ngg,
buodng 16i bat nha. Méi hay ngudi vg xau nhiit la
nguoi vg ghen vo ly, khong xét suy.

Lan dau, anh chong ngdo, van cudi; nhung
lau r6i lam con phéi mdt @ may chau rét 1a kho
chiu. Anh ta ty hoi. L6 mot doi minh bach phuéc,
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vi 16i tai minh chdng ltia loc. Sau néu ¢6 con trai,
minh nén chd né dén tudi hai muci bon, hai
mudi lam mdéi tinh viéc hon nhan ma trudc hét
phai lya ban dong tam dong tanh. Tot hon niia la
gia thé c6 hoi kém hon ctia minh. Nhu vay méi
khoi diéu héi han.

Nguoi c6 hoc thic hay bat binh vé quyén cua
chong, khong chiu cdi cau “chong chua, vg toi”, vi
nhu vay la téi nghiép cho dan ba. Va lai vg chong
ma cu xt v6i nhau nhu gia chu véi t6i doi thi cai
cam tinh né ra lam sao?

That thé. C6 nhiéu cdi guong vui hoa dap
liéu, nhiéu cai canh khat khe cia méy trang hién
phu, khién cho ai trong dén, nghi dén cting phai
lay lam bat binh.

Ma than 6i! Hinh nhu dan ba nuéc ta sanh ra
dé€ chiu nan, chiu stia nhu nhiing ciy kiéng kia,
dé tu do ddm nhanh nay chdi, thi khong thé nao
tot dugc.

Mady cai phuong nghiém khac - ¢6 khi gan
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nhu da man - cua may 6ng chong hu hau lai
thudng cé cai két qua hay!

Thay it khi nao minh cudi v6i ndi nhon. Luc
ngoi dn 16 c6 thiéu moén gia vi hay dé dung, thi
thay ném dtia din mam; man lat mét chut la la
ray inh 6i. Vg khong dam ngdi ngang, diing noi
chi 1a dam gion mat; thé ma van hét long yéu

kinh 6ng chong.

C)ng hay theo be ban, co bac, rugu che. Vo
khuyén lon thi 6ng gat 6, quat mang om som,
rang don ba muén doi lam chil. Vo budn ching?
Ong bo di sang dém! Can ran nita chang? Khong
thém vé nha d6i ba ngay, thét 1am thi d6i ba tuan,
mot thang! Cai gia canh nhu thé lam cho nguoi
dan ba ldy lam tai phan rau duyén; nhung lan
dau cling vui vé chiu dugc; ciing hoa ra ké dong
tam ciing cong uu cong lac voi chong vay.

No6ng ndi nhu thé chang phai it. Thiét dang
thuong hai cho dan ba. Nhung trong két qua thi
ho nhu day cat dang'” leo nham cay sao, cay sén,

17 loai thao mdc day quan than cay khac, chi nguoi dan ba trong cho su
che ch& ctia ngudi dan 6ng: cat ding dua bong tung quén
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hay bo trén vach sap tudng xiéu, quy ho cé nudc
udng, co dat dn la sén so dugc!

bai dé, don ba la thé do.

Gdp chong biét yéu, biét trong thi dé vui, lau
ngay lai sanh thé6i hon hao, x6 chun 16 mii. Trach
gl cdi phong tuc nghiém khic ching van con!

Trach gi don 6ng ho cti mudén cho don ba
nham mat git chi “tung” doi dai kiép kiép!

Theo cdi chi hep hoi cia nhiéu ngudi don ba,
khi thuong chong thi mudn sao chong nhu con
cd trong chdu, con chim trong l6ng; cd nao, chim
nao muon ty do, thé 1a hét thuong ho do! Phai
biét xem moi, néu truéc minh khong khéo xu,
tly cai trinh do cua don ba ma dé cho cai hang'®
tu do thi r6i vi tu do ma dén phai xau hg, dén
phai gan tim, rudt bam!

Co Thudng lai rti ma dugc cdi tu do ndi do;
cho dén khi kia c6 bd do6i chong vi diic lang quan
bi anh em cdm & choi tré. Thiy chong vé c6 ngoai
ngoai bo vo trong ma lam bam:

18 hang ngudi
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— Mé “con di” nao ma khong vé an com cho

kip biia, ai thiic ma hiu ha dugc. Sao khong biéu
no vé theo, don cdm cho ma an?

Co6 Dung biét tanh anh, rat thuong hai cho
anh; di hAm d6 an, don bwia cho anh, lai kiém céG
ndi d& rang, bdi chi dau cd viéc nén minh lo thé.

Thay vay c6 Thuong cang thém ghét, noi
tham rdang, em chong lam vay la c6 y xui chong
minh khong ké dén vg nha - lai tiép:

— Quéan ngu nhu viy, d€ sau lam moi cho
nguoi ta.

Nhung sau nay thi ay lai nghi thé khac.

Hom no chi dau em chong di chg. Co thay ky
nao quen thoi kha 6, thay c6 Dung ben tha giong
tray trua:

— E! E! Ma se®!
Va té ra cach gheo choc.

Céi hang thdy nhu vay thiét 1a ching it trong

19 (ma chere), ngudi yéu ctia toi
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thoi buodi ndy. Nhit la trong may chg qué mua,
cai ngudi lam t6i phong bai tuc dy cang nghinh
ngang hon nta.

Co Ba lo lya hang khong hay, c6 ¢6 Thudng
ng6 thdy ma thai. Chi c6 bay nhiéu do ma chi dé
quyét em chong cd ngoai tinh. Lay lam dac chi
ma cudi tham:

— A, tudng ai chinh chuyén, té ra ngay nay
mdGi r6. Hén chi né chdng ninh hét anh no;
khong vay thang cha méc con gi!

Ngudi phai, ai c6 lo chi sy quay, tiéng don
oan cta thé thuong; nhung khon thay! Hai diéu
ay lam khi la thuoc doc rat ghé gém giét dugc
linh hon ngudi biét liém si.
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CHUONG 4
CO DUNG LAY CHONG

I{ il om kia, nhon dém trang mat me, ba
Nguyén cung con gai thura nhan di dao
sau vuon.

Me nhin con chan chta 4i tinh, thinh thodng
ba nam ban tay mém mai trang phau ctia c6 Dung
ma nung niu. Gidy lau, ba Nguyén goi:

— Ne con!

Co Ba da, nhung chi thady me ngdé minh ma
cudi, dudng nhu muodn ndi chi ma con ngan ngai.

Co hoi:

— Ma vui khong?



36 § Ho Biéu Chanh

— Vui. Nén ma mudn noéi chuyén véi con. Ne
con, ndm nay con da 16n réi; md muon tinh cho
con yén phan.

— Ma dung tinh chi cho mé¢t. Con ¢ véi ba
ma nhu vay la yén vui 1lam rou.

— Con phéan vay la con chua hiéu y ma sao?
Maé muon tinh v€ hau lai cua con, ché khong 1€
ba con v6i ma 16t v song doi véi con cho ddng.
Co6 thay ky con nha giau 16n lam, ma tanh nét
nho nha phong luu. Cha me thdy thuong con,
muoén dem con vé ma coi séc trong nha, phong
sau c6 cai quan su nghiép.

Co Ba doi sac, buon dau dau, lam thinh ma
ngd me; cap mat nhon tti bong khéng® chan chia
luy sdu. Noi mot cdi ngd ay lam cho ba Nguyén
cam dong vo cung, beén choang vai con ma kéo
ngoi trén cai vong van gan do.

— Sao ma buon con? - Ba vira hdi vua lau
nudc mat va vén mi toc cho c6 Dung.

— Con khong mudn 14y chdng! Chang phai

20 thay d6i thinh linh
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con tat binh chi hay la vung vé chi ma sg ngay
sau ngudi ta ché con va khi thi cha me. Y con
mudn & vy nudi ba véi ma hoai ma thoi.

— Hay 1a con buodn vi chi dau that hi€u nén
cam long & gan bén ma trong nom ba con véi
ma? Diéu ay con diing lo. Ma con stic khoe, cé
thé lo liéu viéc nha. Dén thang giéng day ma cho
vg chong thang Hai & riéng. Ma véi con Lé hu
hi cling vui vay. Con phai xét ky. Con ma nén vg
nén chong roi, lai xtiing lia vira doi thila cai mling
cho cha me d6 con. Va lai, gai 16n lay chong 1a 1€
tu nhién. Nha v6 phudc lam méi cé con gai ma
khong dugc 1am sui dé! Mién con thuong cha
me la da roi.

— Ma so con hu sao?
— E! N6i bay ma! M4 dau cé nghi quéy vay?

— Néu ching vay thi md dé con dugc ty do
mot chat. Con ¢ day cung ba ma; chiing nao troi
khién con ung ai con sé vui long.

— Thé thi con ché chd ma ndi dé sao?
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— Con khong dam ché ai; chi tai long con
chua muodn thoi. Biéu mudn cua con bay gio 1a
xin ma duing ép. Y con khéc hon thién ha: chéng
phai noi giau sang, quyén tudc ma con tim. Con
chi mudn cé chong nhu thé nao cho dung y, ng-
hia la ngudi ay hét tinh yéu con, quy con, va con
cling c6 thé hét tinh yéu quy lai dugc. Ma diing
lo con chon lam. Khong phai con dam tu phuy,
song trdi sanh con c6 cap mat biét xem ddi, con
xét nguoi c6 chon gia tri, & cdi tai duc. Cai trdi
tim nao lam cho cam dong dugc trai tim ctia con,
ay la cua nguoi dang cho con trao than géi phan
d6. Ma bang long khong?

Ba me thé dai:

— Con cung ma muon gi khong dugc?
— M4, mé budn khong? Noi di.

— Khong!

— Thoi, vo ngt kéo con da lanh.

00o0
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CHUONG 5
TAM NAM DA TRAI QUA

Ngu(‘ﬁ ta, ai cing c6 mot lac dudng nhu
quén ngay gid di, roi thoat nhién lan tay
tinh lai cai thoi ky thdm thoat bat nhé dén tinh
ndy ndi kia ma luéng bang khuang. Mang lo nhé
cai canh doi sé t6i ma lan lan quén nhiing nodi
cam kho da trai r6i. Hoi tudng lai chuyén gi dau
dau, trong long bat chan nan?

Tam nam da trai qua.

Canh nha cta c6 ba Dung trudc kia thé nao
ma bay gid vang teo!

C6 khong con cdi hanh phudc dugc nghe
tiéng kéu “con” rat yéu dau cta me nhon tu.
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Khong con cai hanh phuéc doc chuyén la, tho
hay cho cha nghe niia. Tiéc thay! Long con quyét
bdo ddp on sanh thanh dudng duc cho viia, ma
cha me da voéi lia tran tuc.

Anh Hai chi Hai ra riéng & lang khéc. Con Lé
c6 chong c6 con roi.

Mot minh hiu quanh véi con tho cung dua
té gai trong cai nha rong rai ém dém, c6 Dung
tuy nét mdt van ty nhién ché trong long ngon
ngang nodi tham.

Chiéu chiéu, mdy ngudi hanh khach thuong
thay mot ngudi dan ba xinh dep, ban do dai den,
tha thu6t dung nhin hoa, nét mdt rau rau nhu
thuong nhu nhé ai khong thé nao ngudi. Ching
16 ai cd cai duyén dugc nguoi thuong nhé thé
ma c6 thau long chang nhé?

Ptra bé ching nam sau tuoi, khi danh vong,
khi rugt buém, phut chdc chay lai nam, ma mon
tron tay nguoi ao dai den.

— M4, chirng nao ba vé?
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C6 Dung chiing nhu tinh gidc mo gugng
CUuoi:
— Con it thang nira ba vé.
— It thang 1a m4y ngay?

— Mot thang k€ 1a ba muoi ngay; chling vai
ba cdi ba muci ngay nhu vay.

Thang nho chia tay 1dm bam tinh:

— D! Lau qua 1€ chua! Sao ba & chi ngoai
hoai vay ma?

— Con dting hoi chi, mad mudn dé it ngay ntia
r6i con biét. Bay gid con phai rang & cho ngoan
hon ntia, ddng sau ba con miing. Con ma lam
cho cha me vui long 1a biét thuong cha me, la ¢
hi€u, nghe con. Con thuong ba khong?

Thang nho mua tay tra 15i:

— Con thuong ba ciing biang thuong ma véy,
con mudn ngoan cho ba v6i ma vui long. Ma,
ngoan la sao, hd ma?
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— Ngoan la khong cdi 16i ma day. Phai biét
yéu kinh ngudi chiu cuc vi con, phai biét kiéng
cli diéu ma ngan cdm, dau ham mudn thé may
cling phai dan long. Con & nhu vay dugc khong?

- Puoc lam! Con muon sao nguoi ta khen
con gioi hon may dtra nho kia. Hoi con biét di,
biét n6i dén gid, con ¢ lam diéu chi trai ¥ ma
khong?

Me ngo con, chim chim cu6i ma tra 16i:

— Cling c¢6 mot hai khi. Nhung ma khong
phién con, ma biét, hé chirg con trong?' 1én thi
khong hé lam nhu vay nira.

Thang nhd 6m md né, ngudc mat td ra cach
biét on:

— M4 thiét 1a nhon tu. Nam nay con trong
r6i. Con biét rdi, con khong hé lam moét chut nao
tradi y ma nita. Ma ngoi xudng cho con hon ma di.

C6 Dung cam ddng, nudc mat gin tuon roi,
Oom con vao long ma hon hit va nung niu.

21 kha 16n
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— Con 1a cuc vang cua ma do6 con? Nang lam

bdm cu 4y chang biét mdy ldn, xem chiing nung

con la cai hanh phuéc doc nhtt cta nang & thé
gian vay.

Nang nung con roi bat nghi tham; nghi tham
lai tia ho mac ¢ vdi con, tua hé da bat can, 10 ra
cho chu bé 16 y kin.

Hon con, tudng rang khong con cai hon nao
nong nan hon; nhung c6 Dung nhé dén chong,
roi nghe nhu bén go md cé hoi thd cta ai, néu
trong giac mo thi c6 da ngd minh ra cho ai d6
lay...

Cai hon chong ciing nong nan lam kia ma!

O di, c6 miy d6i vg chéng thuong nhau bing
cai chon tinh? Chi c6 hai ngudi dong mot cam
giac, dong mot tu tudng, dong mot tdm long méi
thuong nhau bang cai chon di tinh. Thuong nhau
vi hiéu nhau; cang hiéu nhau lai cang thuong vo
tan. Ngheo kho, tai nan da khong thé [am phai
lat, ma lai t6 diém cho ai tinh cang tot dep, nau
nung ai tinh lén dung bac thanh cao.
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Co6 bi kho vi tinh roi méi biét cai chon ai tinh.
Khong dugc thuong nhau bang cdi chon ai tinh
thi cai doi khong con vui thu gi, chang qua “vui
la vui guong kéo ma, ai tri am dd, mdn ma véi
ail”

Ay thé, tinh 13 can thiét cho d&i ngusi. Doi
nguoila gidc ngt con tinh la cdi chiém bao; khong
cd tinh la khong cé su song. Co tam sy ma khong
cung nhau sé6t tham chia vui, tha sanh lam kiép
nao vo tri vo giac con hon.

C6 Dung khong phai 1am phen phong tran
1an 16i ma co lich duyét nhiéu. Co trong guong
cta chi dau va anh ruét lai nho tanh hay suy xét
nén da sém hiéu rang sy pha quy, vinh hoa chila
miéng moi nhi cai mé tam ctia nguoi, khién cho
nhan luc khong phén biét dugc ndi vang thau.

Co lai biét xét rong ra ntia, la con ngudi
chdng nhiing bi anh hudng ctia sy giau sang ma
con bi anh hudng cua canh ngd; khong can than
thi cling phai lam lac.

Do6i tré kia nang gan nhau, lan lan thuong
nhau, tudng rang két dugc vg chong thi ldy lam
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hoa hdo. Nhung dén chiling than yéu roi lai cé
cho phién, la vi khi lta tinh ngudi bét roi, ho
dom thdy cdi xau ctia nhau, lay lam an han, trach
minh qua vdi. An nan ma cé ich gi!

Thé cho nén co6 rat de dat.

Co thudng tu bao: ngudi co tri suy xét, thi
khoi phai an nan. Lam ké gap con rau duyén, tui
phén hay odn trach ong tr&i. Nang ché ho khong
biét nghi xa: Troi la dang tl thién, nhung lai la
dang cong binh. Troi dé€ cho ngudi tu do thuong
nhau, nao c6 ép ai dau! Thé ma chang thiéu chi
ngudi, khi long muon tinh viéc xang, cling do
la Troi xui, khi ty minh nhan minh vao cho hoi
tanh cling d6 tai Troi xui; khién cho néi dén viéc
hoén nhon, may c6 xuan nii lay lam lo s¢g bén nudc
duc trong cua troi danh dé!

Giap ngudi phai, xa ké quay; biét thé tuc la
biét troi. Troi khong co sap ddt cho ai phai hap
vGi ai ca. Viéc dod 1a noi ngudi kén chon.

Co6 Dung khong c6 cdi sg quay, c6 chi tin & su
cong binh cua Trdi va tdim long chon chanh cua
minh. C6 hoc khon trong canh ngheo, va lay lam
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cam on Trdi cho ¢6 sanh lam con nha ngheo. Co
chiu cay dang, nhoc nhan méi biét suy rong nghi
xa, mdi biét tam dia cia nguoi thién ha; nhon do
ma biét gin long, dudng nét minh tu té, thanh
cao.

Co chdcyrang c6 lya chang nhim. Néu chang
ddng gdp ngudi hién dé gai phan trao duyén, tha
la giti ti€t sach gid trong man doi thoi; khong
phién khong tti. C6 chong ma phai kho tAm mdi
phién tai cho.

Pén khi cd ung anh hoc tro nghéo 1a Doan
Hiiu Minh, thi bi chi ddu mai mia lam diéu:

— Hay b¢ khon ma that chi ngu! Chd quyén
cao 1oc ca khong ung, dé€ sanh doéi véi bgm tay
trang tui kho, ding lam moi cho né ca doi. That
la udng, ma xét ky cting that la dang kiép!

Chinh minh 6ng Nguyén, ba Nguyén ciing cé
y buodn; song “ép dau ép ma, ai n& ép duyén’, nén
danh dé€ tu y con; sau c6 dén noi nao nd khong
trach cha me dugc.

Poan HGiu Minh & nha cha me vg va di day
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hoc; tanh nét hién luong nén hai vg chong 6ng
Nguyén lan lan hét da yéu duong. Thay it giao
thiép; c6 thi gid du chi lam ban véi may quyén
sach cia minh nhin tién mua, cé khi dem ra binh
pham véi vo hién, lay bao nhiéu dé lam thu vi.

Pam cuéi cd6 Dung ré6i d0 mot nam thi cé
ngudi cd clia nang qua doi. Vi ching ké thua
hudng, nén su nghiép dé€ cho dng Nguyén. Nho
vay ma canh nha 6ng 4y mdi kha lén. Nhung
huéng thanh nhan dugc vai nam thi 6ng ba lan
lugt khudt hét; con, ré, thuong tiéc vo clung.

Nhut la c6 Dung.

Trudc kia, khi dugc mudi tam xuan day dén,
tic la cdi tudi, ma mau duong chay manh trong
mach lac con ngudi, tic la cai tudi, ma long nhu
hoa né nu cudi, trong cho co6 chut tia sdng mat
tréi hé vao la nd bung ra, khién cho ngudi hui
ldy mui thom ma bung khuang cam xuc, vi dau
ma c6 van thé long khong mang dén viéc lta doi,
chi lo phung dudng huyén dudng®?, nhoc nhan
bao nhiéu c6 cling coi la chua viia v6i on sanh
dudng.

22 cha me
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Than 6i! Nhiing ké bat hanh bi loai 4c tt ré
khinh, day doa ma con tiéc chi, lai van séng thiia;
con ngudi ma con hiéu thdo cau nguyén dugc
truong sanh lai long nao thac voi!

Ong chét, ba chét, ¢c6 budn cho dén xanh xao
vang vo, cho dén chong phai s¢ cho c6 theo tam
3 song than ¢ chon u minh.

Nhung may vi ¢6 con dugc co cdi tinh chong
con quy yéu mau nhiém, ciling bang giot nudc
nhanh duong®, cho nén cai vit* trong long co,
lan lan ciing lanh lai. T 4y cd thuong chong
gia boi 1én ma chong co cling yéu cd khong biét
dau 1a bo 1 bén; thuong nhau ma van kinh nhau;
cang thuong lai cang thay cai tot cua nhau thém
1én mai.

Co thay cu chi ctia chong cang dem long kinh

23 tim

24 do chii duong chi thuy la nuéc cia nhanh duong = nudc c6 phép
Phat. Dién: vé doi Tan, ong Thach Lac c6 ngudi con trai chét ngat, c6
ong Phat- do-trling ngudi Thién Truc lay canh duong nhing vao nudc
rudi lén nguoi, con Thach Lic ttic khac tinh lai. Tho ton gido:... cam

16 ruéi giot nhanh duong; that tinh luc duc nhu dudng tiéu tan... Giot
nudc nhanh duong = sy ctu roi

25 vét
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phuc tdng chong la trai phi thuong. Chong thay
vg nhiéu khi chin chian hon minh, khen la gai
quan td.

T6i nao, hé thiép théu thua, va may thi chang
lam van xem sach. May luc trang thanh gié mat
thi ké vai nhau liing thiing & vudn hoa d€ ban
luan vé thé€ thai nhon tinh, thinh thoang khen
nhau bang cai ngé man ma, dam tham.

C6 Dung lai hiéu hoc. Ngay nao c6 ciing
dé vai gid xem sach cung lam bai cia minh xin
chong ra dé cho. Co6 stia bai hoc tro gitp chong,
c6 khi lga doan sach hay doc cho chong nghe,
miéng hitu duyén, cat giong diu dang, bao nhiéu
ngao ngan, bao nhiéu nhoc nhan cua dan ong
cing nhd d6 ma tiéu tan ca.

Nhiéu khi chong cam tinh chan chtia, nhin
sting sot roi giot 1€ khong cam:

— Minh 61! Ta1 tai dirc chi ma dugc nguot vo
thé nay. Minh 1am cho t6i ¢6 phudc lam minh
al Dau t6i duoc 1am vua, gidu sang hon ngudi,
cling khong bang dugc 1am chong ctia minh do!
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Co dung day, budc lai, choang tay bum miéng
chong cuoi:

— Ma minh thuong t6i nhiéu khong?

— A! Nhu vay thi sy thuong cta t6i c6 13y gi
lam quan trong dau. T6i s¢ la khong biét lam thé
nao té hét long yéu quy cua t6i doi véi minh dé
thoi.

Clng thoi mot cai thuong, nhung khong biét
cai thuong cd khi la hai.

Hai vg chong Doan Htiu Minh da biét
thuong, lai mo6i ngudi con tham rang lam thé nao
cho cang xting dang v&i nhau; rai ai [am khé tdm
cho ai mét chat thi xem cling biang da pham téi
chi trong, lay lam x6n xang, but rt.

Nhiéu khi thay xem sach méi mat, xép lai,
nam nhin vg, long lai lang cadm tinh; cang xét tai
dtc ctia vg bao nhiéu cang yéu quy tran trong bay
nhiéu. Roi, lai nghi, lai tti: “Doan Hitu Minh nay
c¢6 dang chi ma dugc vo nhu vay. Nhin lai dia vi
ctia ban dong mén, ké quyén cao 1dc ca ngudi
pht quy vinh hué, r6i ngam lai phan minh that
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hen kém trang phi pham thuc ni, nhu ngudi yéu
dau nguoi kia, ddng & lau cao ctia rong, dang ké
bdm nguoi thua, ché khong phai stia trap nang
khan cho ké tai hén tri mon”.

Co Ba d¢ hiéu cai cam tudng cta chong, ray
mot cau khoi hai:

— Nhin hoai! Vay ma khi vao 16p, tro nao bo
sach ngoén ngang, minh rdy ngudi ta lam sao?
Cam minh dé nghe khong!

Nhung ma thay cudi, sé 1én lai ngo6i gan bén,
vuét toc lam bam c6 mot cau:

— To1 c6 phude chi ma dugec vo nhu vay,
minh?

Co dung tay lai ma ngé chong mot cach co
duyén:

— Néu minh tuéng cho minh la khong dang
lam chong t6i, thila minh day téi nhu hang nhini
tam thuong roi. Mot la t6i khong biét lya chong;
hai la t6i cing ham nhiing khoai lac vat chat nhu
ai... Toi khong tham minh a! Téi mudn lam ngudsi
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theo cai phéan thap thdi cua t6i, nhung van dugc
bang long. Néi bat lgi ma nghe, néu nhu minh
rui tit nguyén khé khén cuing, chang nhiing to6i
khong khinh khi minh, ma lai con x6t xa cho cai
kho tam ctia ngudi quan ti. Minh ct ty hdi minh
c6 phudc gi. Vay ché toi day cé phude gi? Néu
minh tudng rang noi cai tinh thuong clia minh
la chua vtia cho toi, thi t6i 14y 1am e rang sau nay
minh sam dugc cho t6i sgi day chuyén tot, cai do
dep toan la nhiing d6 ma t6i khong coi ring quy
— minh d3 tudng cho tinh thuong ctia minh dén
d6 1a cung dang roi.

Thay cuoi:

— Thoi, thoi, thai! Toi phuc long cao thugng!
Ma minh cling nén xét rang: nghi vdn nghi vo
cho phai bi ray, la tai cdi long t6i thuong minh vo

tan!

— T61 muon minh dung vi y€u to6i ma tu ha
nhu vay.

— T61i biét tu trong chd; nhung véi nguoi yéu,
to1 phai hét stc khiém nhuong...
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Nhung bao gi6 Poan Hiiu Minh xét dén
phdn minh ciing buodn.

Cé cdi 6¢ thong minh, 1am chi ma lai chang
c6 cai hanh phudc hoc dén chon dén noi nhu ai?
C¢ long luong hdo lam chi ma lai chang dang du
gid dang dén on sanh dudng ct lao, nang d& anh
em, ba con, giup ich cho nhiing ké tai nan khon

luy?

Thay mang cdi tiéng “thdy gido” ma chang
chut chi lay lam vinh diéu, van thay minh tai
khong xting chtic. Cho rang chang hét long day
do tré tho ma khong bao gid cau ding khen.

Lanh cdi chuc vu day doi, it ntia phai vin
chuong loai thong c6, thao kim, cho xting dang
vGi cai “lay, bAm” cta hoc tro. Bao gio nhé dén
cau “dot ddc la hay cht 16ng” thi thay lay lam
then.

Dé thudng khi cdi thdi 4i ky [6] né 1am cho

minh tu dac ma quén cai khuyét diém ctia minh.
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That thé, ai cling c6 it nhiéu tu dac; vi vay ma
nguoi tham, bt sau; nhung trai lai cling vi vay
ma con ngudi ci 6 mot muc ngu dan thap kém.

Poan Hiu Minh muo6n lam ngudi hoan toan,
nghia la vuia giti dugc cai than thé trang kién,
tam long chon chanh, viia lo cho 6¢ dugc minh
man... Cai tanh khiém nhugng lam cho thay thay
minh con thi€u kém hoai.

C06 Dung khong de dau ngay kia chong xin
phép di Sai Gon vé, nét mdt han hoan ma cho hay
rang da thi d6 bang cdp t6t nghiép mdi roi. Cai
miuing cua cd ta, ndi sao cho xiét! Song, nghe vo
mung, khen, chong chi trd 16i mét cach khiém
nhuong:

— C6 chi! T6i nho minh d6 thoi. Toi rang thi
ddu ma chi? Pang cho minh dugc cdi vui tinh ¢,
ddng cho nhiing ngudi ché minh trudc kia sé€ noi
v6i nhau rang minh thuong téi khéng udng.

Co6 hoi mac ¢, sé véo vai chong ma ndi:
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— Minh yéu t6i dén thé, toi phai lo dap lai
cach nao?

— Dé ma! C¢ siéng lam cho mot mé banh
ngon an choi thi da!

Roi hai ngudi déu cudi. Vui thay cho céi canh
vg chong hoa thuan.
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CHUONG 6
NHO CHONG

@ Jl hé ma ra ngén, vao ngo... Ngudi ta ngti

ngdm nhd nhau la tai vi dau?

Cach do6i dai an hau, niém an ai man nong,
nhting cdi lam cho nhau toai chi, viia long, gop
thanh mdi ky niém béng khuang. Lai thém cho
cung nhau thudng diing thuong di, ludn dén cay
c6 vo tinh cing dudng nhu khéu goi tam sau,
héi khach tuong tu ché ngudi yéu dau vang ma
luéng dé€ ai i dot mau hoa?

Pém nam 1on lai lan qua, lanh 1éo trgi dong,
quanh hiu canh vang, phut chéc ngon gié lon
bén mi tdc, bat nhé chling dén ban tay nét mat
ctua ban chung tinh.
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Thai gian ldng 1€ ém dém, cho dén tiéng than
ldn chat lui*, giong c6c nghién rang” cling lam
cho roi gidc mo mang, cang mong cang tudng,
cang nhé cang thuong, cang a0 ndo cho canh
ném nghiéng goi chich.

Ban ngay thi thang bé San cti nhac:
— M4, chiling nao ba vé?

Con nhé cha con c¢é thé hoi tham; vg trong
chong biét cung ai thé thé?

C06 nhé chong!

Néu c6 nguoi thg vé nao hoa dugc cai nét
rau ctia ¢c6 Dung con dya ctia nhin sting, ltic bén
den ngo tro, thi sé 1a mot buc tranh tuyét diéu...

Ché phai & noi xa, xa tit kia, Doan Hiiu
Minh c6 cdi thién Iy nhéan luc ma trong vé. C6 Ba
khong ham sy vinh hoa phu quy. C6 chi uéc sao
chong gitt dugc cdi tiét thdo quan tu la du cho cai
hanh phudc ctia c6. Nhung, y chong muon bay
nhdy, c6 khong 1€ lai dam cdm phu quan, cach

26 tiéng kéu ctia con thdn ldn nhu tiéng nguoi chat lusi
27 tiéng coc kéu nhu tiéng ngudi nghién rang
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mot nam sau khi thi do tot nghiép - ttic 1a phan
thudng xting ddng cho ngudi hitu chi - thi xin ra
hoc & Bac thanh.

May ra dac 16 r6i thi chang nghiém nhién la
“ong” Trudng Tién*, co lai la “ba” Truong Tién;
nhung c6 nghi dau rang cai dia vi vé vang mdi lai
lam cho gidm bét cdi tha vi nong nan ctia an tinh
xua?

Nhung, hai ngudi da tiing noi: “ching ta dong
mot tam long” Thay mudn dugc ddng danh, la cé
y t6 cho doi biét rang nguoi yéu cua thay lya ban
chang 1dm; cho vg hiéu ring nhd chi tinh nén
thay cé du kién nhan, nghi luc ma lam dugc moi
viéc.

Nhé may 16i ay, c6 Dung cling an tam. Thé
nhu cuing nhau khang khit nhu cap oan uong?®
cdch mit, xa 16i, da nao da chang ngdm ngui, cho
hay van c6 tin nhau di vé, chia thuong st nhé.

28 cau duong, dng trudng tién: trudng ty cau duong

29 uyén uong mot giong chim nudc hinh nhu con vit ma bé. Con duc
goi la oan hay uyén, con cai goi la uong, di dau cting c6 doi khong roi
nhau. Nghia béng: vg chong thuong nhau.
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May, nang cé thang nhd San ng¢ nghinh cho
nén cling nguodi dugc doi chut nhé thuong. Nang
hay tudéng tuong ra lic chong vé; chang sé han
hoan, diing nghiéng tai nghe con doc rét nhiing
bai khuyén hi€u, nhiing van ngu ngoén thinh
thoang chang chim miéng cudi roi hon con, hon
vg, ldy lam dep y...

Co6 dén long cho, tu bao rang kién 1a cai déc
tanh ctia ngudi hién phu. Gdp canh éo le, trac tré,
con chdng ning nao, phuong chi méi ndi mot cai
“chd” ma da lay lam khd tam sao?

Co chudc lam cho khuay la lo viéc day con.
Co6 thuia may khi x€p ddt trong nha ma tap cho
con biét an & sach sé, vén khéo, co thi tu va tiét
kiém. Lam viéc chi c6 ciing c¢6 thang bé theo hu
hi mo6t bén; hodc nd xem cach thé ma bat chudc,
giup dum, tuy theo stic nd.

Co6 khong ham ép con sém hoc chii va hoc
viét chi muon ndi cho c6 nghe chuyén hay tich la,
r6i bao noé thuit lai.
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Lan lan dda nho biét khen cai hay, ché diéu
dg, thong minh dé thuong lam.

Nhon d6 ma me hién rén tanh nét con! Biét
phép tac, biét lam cho moi ngudi yéu didu. Con
lam quay diéu chi, me khong ray 6 om som. Co
Dung chi lta dip thuat chuyén ngo nghich cua
tré nho khac: thang bé thong minh ben hiéu me
phién minh ma thu 16i xin chtia.

Co lan, cb chd luc vang ngudi, méi kéu con
ma gidng day; giong ndi khi oai nghiém, khi diu
ngot, khién cho con nghe da s¢g ma thuong, cé
con vi cdm dong ma roi nudc mat.

biéu c6 lo dao luyén cho con hang nhit, la
su cong binh, vi rang c6 cho céi dtic 4y la can bén
cua cac tanh tot khac.

Trudc hét co tap cam thang nho sg vo ly,
chiang hé bao gi¢ c6 doa nd; kia chu la; hoic
ong ke, hay ong ba bi chin quai! Chinh minh c6
lai kham pha ra céi tanh khi€p nhugc ctia con.
Thang nhd cling khong hé biéng nhac, vi me né
van to ra cai guong siéng nang.
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N6 khong s¢ vo ly, khong ludi biéng, tat
nhién no san tinh can dam dé ngay sau lam ké
nam nhi hoan toan, cé can dam ma xa diéu quay,
c6 can dam lam phai, dau khoé khan hiém nghéo
cling khong son long.

N6 khong néng ndy nhu nhiing dua con nit
thudng vi me nd thuan hau 6n hoa. N¢ lai sanh
trong cdi canh ém 4ai thi c6 bao gio phai trdi v,
phai gidn hon, dén ndi khoc la.

Me da biét cham soc cho con dugce hinh voc
trang kién tuoi tot, lai doi mai cho con dugc cai
6c thanh lich, tinh lanh thi 1& nao tri n6 chang
sang sudt? Cho nén hé nghe me day di€u chi thi
ndé hiéu biét ngay: trudc khi ngoi, trudce khi di, cé
y ti xem coi rat can than. Trudc khi noéi, biét nghi
suy; trudc khilam, biét xem xét. Chang bao gio vi
su bat can ma nd lam hai cho nd, hoac phién luy
dén ai. Me day cong binh thi n6 hiéu rang chang
hé nén lam cho nguoi khac phai budn, phai kho.
N6 khong ché ai, khong trach ai. Khi nao né lam
cho ké khac buon thi né phai x6n xang hon nguéi
buon kia, va mau mau kiém thé stia 16i.
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Mot hom thang San héi hoa ddng cdm vao

binh. Rai bi con ong chich né sung mat. Me viia
thoa thudc viia hoi:

— Con phién con ong ay khong?
No6 dap:

— Con khong phién; vi n6 tudng rang con bat
no, hodc con bé hoa ding lam bam dap nhu may
tré kia, nén né méi chich con. Con trung ma biét
giti minh né, lai giti minh dum ké khac la dang
khen. Con ché con khong dé dit ma tranh con
ong nup dudi hoa, khong lanh le ma tranh cay
kim cta nd.

Co cudi, hoi tiép:

— Gioi, nhung con khong co6 y hai nd, ma n6
béo cho con phai nhtic nhéi, con méi nghi sao?

— Con nghi n6 ciing vo tdi, phai khong? Vi
no6 cting khong c6 y hai con. Noc doc la cta troi
sanh cho no6, ché khong phai no kiém ma dung.
Néu khi ndy, con cdm cay ma bé hoa, né ciling
da chich cai cay; lai néu con c¢6 doi non thi né
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lai chich dai vao ndén. N6 khong biét suy nghi
nhu minh, lai 1a mét diéu bao chiia cho nd vo toi
hudng chi: “Nhu con ong mat la loai siéng ndng”.
Con c6 hoc bai thugc long, con con nhd, con
khen no 1a loai hitu ich. N6 chich con, con nghi
cong ma tha t0i cho n6 chd!

Me vo vai con ma khen:

- Tétlam! Dugc lam. Vay ma méi khong cudi
dda nao lam mat nho mat 16n v6i ma!

Trong nha thudng c6 chuyén vui nho nhd
nhu vay. C6 Dung thay con sém c6 tri rat lay lam
mung.

Co day con:

— Ngudi ta biét dn & cong binh la dé khoi
pham di€u tdi ac va stia nhiing t6i ac minh da 16
lam. Nhung con dtling véi tudng rang hé con biét
phéan biét phai chdng da goi minh la lanh tron.
Li kién siéng nang kia duong tha moi vé nuoi gia
quyén. Con ham bé trai man, trdi 1é, con treo 1én
cdy, dap nham may sanh mang tan tanh. Khi kia
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ma sai con di lay cdi khdn, rét chén nudc; con vi
lat dat ma budc trén minh con cdc no tray hong.
D6, ma thi du thé. Con nao c6 y lam hai chung
no6 dau, phai khong? Nhung vay con ciing da lam
ra su bt binh roi. Thé cho nén con hay dé y rang
& doi, kho giti minh tin thién, tan my lam thay!
Mot phuat ho hong 1a ¢6 thé giy ra lam 16i. Lam
dugc mot viéc phai, diing dem ma khoe khoang,
nhting ké lam phai khoe khoang la cht y mudn
ké khac khen trong minh thoi, ché khong at da
c6 bung t6t. Lam phai 1a bon phan cia moi nguoi
ché co gi!

Co hang nghi: “Kia trong xa hoi, nguoi ta
khong dugc tu toai, ngudi ta lam phién cho nhau,
muu hai 1an nhau, ha chang phai tai it long cong
binh sao? Ai cing mudén minh ddng tu do, ma
thudng la khong biét tu trong cai tu do cia minh
va cua ké khac; nhu thé do, néu khong phai ngu
si, thila gia dao dtic; hay ray, hay ché doi, hay lam
bo khon lanh sta doi, ma ky that toan la ddm
hitu t6i cing dong loai; chi biét canh tranh, tat
do, déem xi€m, ché cé cao thugng chut gi. Hang
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thé &y hay nghiém khac khi xét nguoi ma hay
dung ché luc xét minh; c6 khi vi muén che day,
tron tranh t6i 160i ma d6 nhau cho ké vo can, that
dé hen, khiép nhugc khong gi bang! Nhung ciing
ng6 doi chut, dau ac, dau ngu, ai cling gianh cai
hay, cdi phai; rot roi cling ngd minh la phai that.
Cong binh miy ai biét? Mdy ai c6 san cai bung
an & cong binh? Ai quan ti? Ai tiéu nhon? Muon
phan biét vang thau, hay xem ngudi & cho thuc
té, & noi cong viéc lam..”

Vi ¢6 con mat tinh doi, nén c6 Ba thay r6 dau
can, dau sau, dau cao, dau thap. So sanh thién ha
r6i dom lai coi thai do cua chong, thi long riéng
co lai cang thém kinh trong. C6 uéc tham: “To6i
ma tap con t6i dugc tanh tinh nhu vay du cho toi
lay 1am cé phudc lam roi”.

Co6 lo cho may ké khon cung & gan minh. Co
hing hai that vui & ddi, la giap cho ké khac d6
budn.

Khi bé San sau tudi, c6 Dung méi khéi day
doc, rdi day viét ché chua cho dén trudng. Co
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tham noéi: “D€ minh lam thay con minh xem sao’,
lam ra cai thai khéa biéu dé cho con biét gio hoc,
gi® choi. Ma thudng nhiing gio choi lai la gid hoc
rat bé ich.

Co dan con di dao. Co6 biét dung vat liéu ty
nhién & trong vidn ma gidng bai cach tri; hodc
chi mat trang moc, viing nudc tran ma cat nghia
dia du. Nho vay ma cdi thi gid ding dang® ctia
khach vong phu ciing c¢6 lac chay mau déi chut.

Con ndi nao ming hon la doéi ban chung
tinh, Nam Bac cach xa, dap don thuong nhg, ma
ngay nay dang tay ndm, mat nhin?

Poan Hitu Minh vé!

Cong toai danh thanh, canh nha lai vui vé,
dam thdm hon xua.

Coi tinh doi cling ng6. Ciing théi mot Doan
Htiu Minh ma lic lam “anh gido” quen kia, cé
ma4y ai kinh né mdy ai yéu duong, ngay nay mang
dugc cdi 16t “6ng” thai thi thiéu chi ké e dé bam,
khém rém chao!

30 dai vo tan
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Trach chi thudng vi cai hu danh ma ngudi ta
quan quau, bau, xé nhaul!

Trach chi thudng vi cdi hu danh ma nguoi
doi hay ganh ghét nhau!

Poan Htiu Minh khong lay su ngudi ton
trong minh lam vinh diéu, malai cho lam su budn
cudi. Ngheo heén rang & cho dugc trong sach, it ai
biét ma kinh vi; cao sang giau c6 hdi tanh, cling
lam nguoi quy trong.

Dboi 1a thé, co can gi ai biét minh chi! Minh
biét minh la vui vay. Cai thoi a dua, bg d§, n6 co
tt thugng co sé luu truyén dén hau lai. La chi ma
phai ban long.

May ngay dau khi mdéi vé, khach t6i miing
tan quan khong dut. Co ngudi dén moi du tiéc.
Co6 ngudi dem 1€ vat cho. Nhung chong c6 Dung
van kiém thé ti di ca.

Nhiéu 16i ban bac, nghe méi ngé:

— D€ t6i no6i “6ng Trudng tién minh” xin nha
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nuéc phéng céi 160 theo ranh miéng rudng toi
choi...

— Con 101, t6i mugn ng xin doi cai cau sat lai
trudc nha toi dang toi lap tiém hang xén...

[t hom sau, c6 c6 Thuong dén thaim. Chang
phai la that bung mling ma dén chia vui; y chi
dau muon r6 coi 16i néi rang Doan Hitu Minh
lam Trudng Tién, hu hay thiét. C6 Dung hét long
hau dai, nhung khong khoi cho chi dau, lic ra
khoi nha, budng tiéng chang lanh.

— Bay gid ngudi ta lam ba rdi, coi bo hi hat di
ché.

Doan tha dai:

~ Oi! Chéng ngudi ta thi vdy, con don ong
cua toi sao ma chi biét dn roi lo dudng véc thoi.
Thay ma ngan!

Noéi that ra, chong ctia ¢6 Thuong la ngudi

luong thién ma nhiing con ngudi dé tién nhu vg
y c6 biét gi cau “Hién phu kinh phu”.
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Cach mot tuan, Doan Htu Minh cung vo
con di viéng cha me rudt cung anh Hai chi Hai,
c6 dem cho may moén d6 mua 6 Ha No6i. Rai cling
lan lugt di dap on c6 bac da chiéu co.

K& c6 gidy bo chang lanh chtic lam viéc 6 bon
tinh*'. C6 Ba lay lam su may, vi nha gan chau
thanh, tién bé cho chong di vé sém toi.

Gan dugc mot nam, gia quyén c6 phai doi &
tam noi pho gan chg, vi nha cii ¢6 nhiéu cho can
phai stia, thay vi. Hang ngay, thlia m4y gi¢ ranh,
Poan Hiu Minh c¢6i xe dap di xem s6c viéc lam.
Chiéu vé hai vg chong ban tinh cach sé sap dat
gia dao thé nao, mo tudng cac cong cudc tuong
lai lam sao...

Thay noéi tham nhu thé, rdi van den cho to
1én, ma nam déi mdt vg cho dén ngl mon...

31 tinh nha
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CHUGONG 7
NGUOI PAU GAP GO LAM CHI

Hém ay nham ngay chda nhyt. C6 Dung
thay mdt cho Doan Hiiu Minh di tham

cha me chong chua vé.

Thay trao tién dan ngudi t6 gia mua vat thuc
va d6 dung ddng vé vuon choi tron ngay.

Cay co xanh ri. Troi thanh, gié mat. Trén
nhanh chim hét, ve don. Ay ai & noi do héi phién
ba “nang ha thui minh, bui hong tédp mat’, sao
khong tim noi thanh khodng nhu vay ma nghi
xac, dudng than?

Trong nha, tho lo son ctia, Doan Hitu Minh
diém tam xong dao budc ra di choi trong vudn.



72 § H6 Biéu Chanh

Hai bén 1€ trong co chi, c6 lan*, lai c6 nhiing
cay ngau®, cdy liéu, va nguyét quéi*, bach mai,
moc doi nhau, phe phdy phat pho nhanh; dot
non, lap loe xanh, do, trang, tim, lai di€ém may
hot suong khoe dep véi vang thai duong hé moc.

Thay tinh than khoan khodi; khi ghé xem
khom dao trd trai; khi ngting nham hang lyu dom
bong; dao quanh dao quan, 16i doc, 16i ngang;
dén chiing ra tan phia sau vuon t6i mé song, méi
dung chon lai ma ngdm canh nudc don, may

bay...
Thinh linh nghe tiéng “y!”. Thay dom qua,

thay mdt c6 duong ché vé* trén chiéc xudng, ké
té um xuong nudc.

Thay mau chan nhay xuéng vét ngudi bi rai
dem vo bo; rdi lat dat v6t can cau va may tam van
bi nudc chdy manh dua di xa. Chiéc xudng cé

32 chi, lan: hai loai c6 thom, huong hai loai hoa hgp nhau thanh mét
mui khoang khodi, nghia bong: d6i ban thiét.

33 (perilla ocimoides), loai cay cting ho véi cdy xoan, la nho, hoa lam
tdm tting chum, c6 huong thom, thuong dung dé€ udp tra, hoa ngau

34 hay nguyét qué, rose canelle, mdt loai trong ho tudng vi, canh c6 gai,
moi thang trd bong.

35 chéi véi



Ngudoi vo hién § 73
cam sao nén con tai noi, song bi chim phén nta.

Lén b chang hoi ngudi la mat:

— Co giut minh khong? Co6 lam sao ma dén
noi rai ro nhu vay?

CoO cui dau cudi va dap:

— Rat cdm on thay. May khong, mang t6i da
trdi theo dong nudc. Toi cau dugc con ca ngac®;
khi dem lén xuong, no sut ludi cau lai nhay vao
minh t6i. Toi s¢g n6 ddm nén t6i né, nhung xudng
nho lac qua, t6i gugng khong lai, phai té xuong
song.

— C0 & cach day gan xa ma di choi khong bao
ai theo véi?

— T6i & nha di t6i, cdi nha ngdi phia trén kia.
Buoén, nén toi thudng di cau giai tri. Tanh thich
vang vé nén t6i khong cho tré nhé theo. Thua, toi
di cau 6 bén nay thuong; khong dé hom nay cé
viéc rai nhu vay, rai ma may vi c6 thay ctiu vét.
Da, c6 khi thay la chu vuon nay?

36 loai ca c6 rau, c6 nganh mang va nganh lung, khong vay, song & day
song, c6 thé 16n quéang 6-7 kg.
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— Thua phai. Té ra c¢6 cling ngudi 16i xdm ma
toi khong dang biét mt.

— Thay khong biét cling phai, vi téi & Sai Gon
mdi vé it thang nay.

Hai ngudi ding noéi chuyén ma nham’” lan
nhau. Co thi trang dep nhu loai hoa chi ti*® budi
lac ddc mua xuén, gét do mdi son, rang trang
trong, tay mém mai. Cai 4o den uét dinh sat vao
minh lam cho r6 cdi voc diu dang, day dén, né
nang... Chang thi cé y then thtia vi di chon, dau
tran, lai thém do mong quan thua, uét mem, lay
lam kho chiu.

Lam thinh ngdé nhau ciing ngugng, ma noi
ntia khong biét chuyén gi. Sau cung, Poan Hiu
Minh chi noi:

— CO u6t minh cé khi lanh 1dam. Néu c6 con
hoang hoét khong boi dang, t6i xin vo phép dua
giup co ve.

Co van tu nhién:

37 ngam, nhin.
38 bong danh danh, hoa tra.
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— Thua khong hé chi; téi khong lanh. Nhung
phai vé thay 4o, khi khdc t6i dén tham ta on thay
ludn thé.
— C6 on chi ma ké d6 co! Thoi dé toéi dem
xuong dum tan bén cho c6 dé xudng.

Co kia coi b 4i ngai khong dam bang long.

Nhung Doan Hiu Minh cu 16i xudng tat
nudc xudng lot van ti t€ ro6i mdi ngudi budc
xuong.

Nhung ma c6 con hudn dai;

— Lam nhoc long thay qua! Thoi thay mau
1én di thay, thi t6i méi an long. On trong qua toi
biét dén dap sao cho xting.

— Co6 chi dau, c6 cu budc xuong, t6i kém cho.

ROi tit gid nhau vé. Doan Hitu Minh ding
tréen bd ngd theo coi ngudi boi cé viing khong.
CO no boi it mai, con ngoanh dau dom lai, roi
mdi chiu di thang. Thiy ng6 quanh réi cudi, hoi
lay minh:
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~ Théy nguoi ta bit nhé vg hién hét stic! A
ma khong biét biia nay da vé chua?

Qua bta chiéu sau, Poan Hiu Minh dap xe
dén xem cong viéc thg lam, con sém, thay dao
vuon. Khong biét vui chon di hay tai cai hap luc
gi u am kéo chang ra t6i mé séng, chd ky ngd
hém qua; viia ngudc mat 1én da thay thuyén tinh
dau dé... Thay diing chon lai duong nhu bat suy
nghi, roi sé lén quay tré vé. Nhung khong kip my
nhéan dang kia da cui dau chao. Thé la thay phai
dap lé.

— Chao ¢6! Co6 cling con di cau?
— Dal

Thay tudng c6 kia muon hoi diéu chi; nhung
ai cting lam thinh, roi thi cling ngugng ngap:

— Thua co, toi vé.
— Da... Thay vé sao?
— To6i vé kéo tré!

Thay di xa roi, biét rang sau lung c6 ké dom
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theo. Chang sai. Ngudi kia dom theo, va tré moi
cach hitu duyén ma nhai lai nho nho:

— Toi vé kéo tré!
"... Cdi nguoi lam sao!..."

Chang no vtia di viia nghi van nghi vo, ciing
noi tham:

— Céi ngudi lam sao!
Nhung chang lién trach lay minh:

— Ngudi lam sao ciing khong thé nao hon
dugc vo yéu dau cia minh ma!

That khong ngudi dan ba nao hon ¢6 Dung
cua Doan Hitu Minh; cdi tinh né 1a thé; no co6
tram ngan cach lam cho ngudi yéu la mdn ma
hon hét; phuong chi mot ngudi vg c6 vé thanh
tan yéu diéu, viia dugc dic hanh ven toan, thi
con chi la quy bang.

May ngay sau Doan Hiiu Minh khong ra
vuon, hodc cé di thi khong ra phia sau.
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Vg chang van chua vé.

Thang con trai biéng chai, nén budc me phai
nan lai nha dng noi.

Chua nhut ké dé, thay tinh ¢ vudn tron ngay
nia, thé rang khong dén mé song, chi dung biia
ranh 4y ma nham xem chd nao tréng cay thém,
cho nao dékiéng, chd nao duéng hoa cé vé ngoan
muc.

Thay duong diém tam nhu moi btia bong cé
nguoi nha qué vao noi:

— B4m 6ng. Ong dan t6i san s6¢c may cdy xoai,
nay n6 da trong roi nén téi dem cho ong trong.

Ma xoai thi phadi moc sau ranh, thay von ham
trong trdt®, ben lat dat uong can tach ca phé roi
cung nguoi té gia dem cay ra phia sau vuon.

S6m mai tréi mat mé. Quat gié hiu hiu théi.
Pon ve lai rdi kéu. DPoan vui lo viéc trong cay;
phan 16 ndy, nham dang kia, xem chting thich y
lam.

39 trot.
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Thinh linh thay giat minh...

Kia, noi b& sdng ai ngodi cau, cd phai nguoi
hoém no?

Nguoi ding day chao, nhung nét mat khong
tuoi cudi nhu may lan trudce kia, ma lai 10 ra cai
vé tii phan budn duyén, coi ddng tdi nghiép.

Bat dac di 6ng Trudng tién that tha ta phai
kiém 16i:

— Moi ngay c6 déu cau sao c6?
Chtling d6 ngudi méi guong cudi:

— Da, mdi ngay, nhung chang biét sao ca né
cting buon chang c6 mot con dinh luai.

Thay cuoi:

— Cing buon?

Thay khong dam héi niia, lai c6 yan nan vi 16
héi nhu sg ngudi ta biét minh hiéu y.

Co kia cing lam thinh, chi ngé thay mét cach
htiu tinh.
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Nguong ngap vai cau vo vi roi cling tu gia
nhau ma vé.

Trua lai. Khi bita com xong r6i, ngudi té gia
dau bung, Poan Hiiu Minh dua chia khéa cho
vé pho ldy rugu mang* ma uong, d€ minh & lai
vuon nghi ngoi.

Cong viéc gan xong nén nhon cong veé, chi co
thg gia & lai son cua bép.

Trong cidn phong gan bén ctia s6 ngd ra vuon,
c6 16t mot bo ngua®!, c6 ném goi, mung mén, dé
may khi Poan HGu Minh ra vuon chai c6 chd
nam nghi. Dya vach, gan bén d6 cé vai cai ghé
to—né ki€u dep; c6 cai ké nho, trén 4y dé€ binh tra
ngon va it t& bao nam, tay.

Thay khép ctia phong, mé hoac ctia s6 ra, véi
lay mot s6 nhut trinh réi nam xem. Mot chép lau,
khong doc nita, toan nghi mdt giac that ngon; &
Chau Thanh* [11] khong may khi dugc cdi trua

40 (menthe), rugu lam bang rau hung tay.

41 b6 van ngua, van day 16t trén cap chan ngua.

42 chau, trn: don vi hanh chanh thoi Nguyén.Cac thi tran Vinh Long,
Bac Liéu... 1a chau thanh, Gia Pinh 1a trdn thanh.
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ém tham mat mé nhu vay. Khach an nhan thiu
thiu ngt, bong nghe ai go ctia phong:

- Ai?

— Bam, toi.

Chang ma ctia ra, thay chu thg:
— Chu thg dén toi cd viéc gi?

— Bam, t6i méi di ngang day, thiy ong con
thic nén t6i méi dam kéu.

— Ma chu kéu chi chG?

— C6 ¢cb nao la mdt dén muodn ndi chuyén véi
ong.

Chang suy mghi khong dinh dugc 1a ai.
— Chu biét vg toi khong?

— Qi Trdi! Sao khong biét? BAm toi co thdy ba
hoém nao kia ma!

— Thoi chu ci moi ngudi vo.
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Poan thay lay 4o ba ba ma mac vao, ngoi
dom t6 bdo ma cho khach.

Trl ra cai can ay c6 ban ghé it cdi, con dau do
van trong tron, cho nén phai dung tam cho nay
lam phong thiép khach.

Chu tho gia budc vao c6 bung mot mam
trai cdy, banh va tra. Cha dé do trén cai ghé roi
ngoanh dau dom lai coi ngudi theo sau da dén
chua. Doan Hitu Minh cing dom ra, thi la vi my
nhan minh da ctiu h6m no!

Biia nay c6 dn mac dep lam; quin khdn mau
canh chiu no bao cai khuén mdt tron tria trang
dé tuoi cudi; ban 4o dai mau 14 vang da 6m lai eo;
trén dung dung ton ten sgi day chuyén cé nhan
hét xoan 14p loang. Quan lanh den né khac* véi
ban cang trang gbt son ndn na, thém duyén doi
day nhung d6 manh mai; tay quan chuoi tron vo,
xach cay du théu mau tring ga rat khéo.

Khi ngdi xong, c6 mdi té nhu vay:

— Trudc hét toi xin 16i 6ng vi hom ray toi

43 nghich, trai ngugc.
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khong biét, nén xung hé mot cach that1é, va hom
nay tu do vao viéng nham luc 6ng nghi. Phan rui
ro nhd on cdu tu, that cdm diic tron doi. Xin 6ng
vui long ché tu nan chut dinh 1€ vét cua t6i méi
mua vé. D3 hay rang ngudi quan td thi 4n khong
cdu bdo, nhung néu tho 4n ma chiang chut dén
boi, thi téi khong an da dugc. That bay nhiéu do
khong phai lay gi lam xting dang song t6i udc ao
rang khong 1€ ong ching ha ¢6 long thanh.

Giong cO ndi trong tréo hitu duyén, cdi miéng
van mim cudi xinh nhu déa hoa tudng vi viia né.

Poan Htu Minh khiém nhudng ti chdi,
nhung rét lai cing phadi nhan. Xem y khach
khong voi v€, quan Trudng tién phai kiém diéu
noi qua loa cho dé buc:

— Thua ¢06, c6 c6 ba con 6 day chang?

— B4m chi c6 ngudi di t6i ma thodi. Toi sanh
trudng 6 Sai Gon, 6ng than t6i budn ban tai do.

Co lai tiép:

— Buon vi canh doi 16 dd, nén tha vé vuon
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huéng thu thanh nhan, ngay nao hay ngay ay.
That, tudi viia hai muoi nhu t6i day khong nén
chan nan thé tinh: nhung phdn minh gdp phai
canh ngd chang hay ho gi, cang 6 d6 hdi phién
ba*, trong nguoi xét minh, cang lam ndi ngan
cho phan s6. Dta em ké tdi, con Tu, n6 ché thu
vuon; chd tdi an than vao cai hoan canh ém dém
ndy rat l1ay lam thich. Ché rang & vuon la budn
ba that 1a lam. C¢ trai qua r6i mdéi biét noi nude
duc dat bun c6 lam canh nén tho, dang lam cho
an cho bac hién nhon quén td.

Pén do nang liéc thady Doan Hitu Minh cuoi
va noi rang:

— Thua c6. Phai c6 thu ba chiang? B&i em co
la thi tu.

— Da phai. Bam 6ng, nha nay méi cat lai, c6
khi 6ng dé gia quyén & tam noi nao ché?

— T6i ¢c6 muén pho 6 chg.

Bong chu thg gia vao chdm dum binh nudc,
1i noi:

44 phién ba do hoi: noi tu tap cua nhiéu tinh hoa, cing nghia véi phon
hoa d6 hoi.
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— B4m 0ng, t6i di chg mua do, chling bon gis
toi tro lai. Va toi cling c6 viéc can.
Chang gat dau nghi tham: “Ai nay di hét, dé
mot minh ¢6 nay vdi toi sao kia!”

Poan ti€p chuyén:
— Thua, khi c6 ¢6 di hoc ché?
— C6. T6i di hoc dén nam thi nhi & nd hoc

dudng ké me t6i mat, toi phai cam phé hoc da ba
nam roi.

Im lim...

Bay gid chi nghe vai con chim liu lo bén he
nhu ban dong tam thuia lic nhan ma luan ban thé
su. May con ve cang to giong hat; tuéng chting la
con trung nhd nhen ay doi v6i canh sanh tinh ma
hat, cang lau, cang tha thiét, quén sy mét moi.

Chom tre thinh thoang ko ke véo vat, nhu
cam do, nhu ru ren ngudi hiy tam nguoi cai tri
nghi quan lo quanh...

Ai c6 cam gidc thi khong tranh khdi cdi anh
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hudéng ctia hoan canh, nhit la cai hoan canh ay
no hap véi cdi tanh tinh cia minh.

Poan Hiiu Minh vtia bi cdi dnh hudng cua
hoan canh vtia bi cdi stic quyén rii cua nhan sac,
khién cho trai tim bong nhién ma nhdy thinh
thich, hoi sung suéng ma nhiéu buc boi; néu
chang sg vo 1€ thi thay da d€ khich ngdi d6 ma
di ra ngoai hong mat cho tam than hét phai xo6n
Xao.

Ma, miy ldc vay thi khong gi khé khin bang
phai ng6i ém, bung van ngd rang c6 cdp mat tinh
ma cua ai dom thau cai ndi cam cua minh, va
ngam xem cai ngoai dung bién doi ctia minh.

Thay diing ddy rét nudc mai; tay run rdy lam
cho d6 thao: r6 1a mot ké sg gai that! Khach dom
thay thi c6 mung tham.

Thay hét stic gang gugng lam céch ty nhién;
— MGi c6 udng nudc.

Khach khong uéng, ngoili€c ra ngoai, ra dang
nghi nggi ro6i dudng nhu mudn dung day khiéu
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tt. Nhung van nan ngoi, lay khan mui soa nhiéu
ra lau miéng, mui thom bay nuc nong, khién cho
chti nha hui lay nhu 16 tinh 16 say. R6i c6 ndi:

— Da, t6i xin cdo tu.
DPoan ti€p nho nhé dudng nhu bao lay minh:

— J 1au s¢ con nhd né kiém, thdy vay né
nghi... K€ to lén: Da vay, t6i sg lam nhoc long dng
lau.

Ngé quanh khong thay dda té nao; c6 bon
than lai sap mam do an 1én ké. Lé vat chia ra
nhting trai bom, x4 ly cam tau, quyt duéng, banh
mi Jacob, tra Trung Quoc ky chudng, mén nao
cling quy, cing ngon, ngon hon ntia khi nam
trong ban tay trang tréo diu dang, in nhu bét nan.

Poan Hitu Minh khong ddm dom, lai sugng
sung, nhu mudn cam khach ma khong thé to.

— CO vé sao? To6i lay lam han hanh ma dugc
c6 dén viéng. That... nhoc long c6 qua; to6i khong
an tam.

Co khong dap. Sap xong méi ndi:
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— Bam Ong toi vé.
— Da, cdm on co!

Cai nét thanh tan yéu diéu cta khach di lugn
theo bong cay, khi€én cho ngudi nom lén phai
khen tham, ma dudng nhu thuong, nhu tiéc,
m&i dom lai cho ai ng6i khi ndy ma hinh dung ra
cai nét “oanh dn ndi, liéu ding ngo6i”. Thoat nhién
Poan Hitu Minh ldy lam mting: trén ban gi6 théi
phat pho cdi khédn lua hudng cua ngudi bo sot.
Chang cam lén ké vao mi, rdi se ra nham nhia
ma cudi. Poan chang budc ra khép cua lai, mau
g6t theo my nhan:

— CoO Ba! Co bd quén cdi khan day.

Luac trao hoac bdi gio thdi, hoac vi e 1é hay
sao nén cdi khdn thodat bay. Thay voéi chup, khong
dé trung tay ctia khach, nén mac cé:

- Y.
Song c6 no chi mim cudi, cdi mim cudi c6

thé in ngay vao tri ndo ngudi ta khong boi xoa
dugc...



Ngudi vg hién § 89

CHUONG 8
DAY TINH VUONG CANG

H()m no, nhon budi chiéu tdi, Co Dung
cung chong, con, ngdi xe song mi dao
trén con duong nam dai theo bo séng. Co sdm
sam xanh. Tro1 ung ung do. Cay hi¢p doan chay
nguoc; nudc ndi luon tréo ngang; xa xa cd chiée
tau thung dung trong cai canh binh bong ém ai.

Co se sé hoi chong:

— Thuodng khi gdp may canh dep, minh vui
lam sao biia nay it n6éi chuyén qua, hodc c6 viéc
chi buén chang minh?

Doan Hru Minh sttng so, ngdi do ma tri van
¢ dau, nghe vg chang n61 ma1 dinh than, hoi lai:
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— Minh né1 chi?

— Co kho thoi! Khong nghe? T6i hoi minh
budn 1dm sao?

— Co chi budn, chang dap ma guong cuoi, ¢
chi buon! T61 nghi cach sdap dat trong nha maéi
thé nao cho vura y, chd co6 diéu gi dau.

Poan 10 ra vé vui, lay thudc hut.

C6 Dung khong ldy 1am tin; c6 biét chac lang
quan c6 diéu budn lo day. Thuong khi thay mudn
tinh viéc gi déu ban bac v6i ¢ ca thay. Co cdy
xem chong may biia ray it ndi it cudi. Khi ngoi
xem sach, con mat chi ngé dam dam vao vach
trang. Dén bia dn cling héi ha, khong cho thoi
mot lugt véi 6. Ngay nghi thi & tron noi vuon.
May buoi chiéu lai vé tré. Thay khong nang xem
bai v& ctia thang bé San.

Tai lam sao?

Hay 1a thay nhiéu cong viéc phdi lo? Khong
162 Vi thay bat thiép siéng ndng, lam gidi lam.
Hay la thay c6 ngoai tinh? Khong! Mot tram lan



Ngudi vg hién § 91
khong! Co6 thuong chong hét da, hét long; va lai
c6 con nhé nhiing hoi chong néi:

— To6i thuong minh vo6 tan vo bién! Toéi dugc
vg nhu vay, hanh phudéc hon dugc lam vua giau
sang trén the.

Hay mdy biia ray trong minh c6 chang khoe
tri khong vui, nén c6 cho that xuat chi véi chong?
Co nhé khong c¢6 khi nao an ndi so6 sang, hay la
lam tuoéng ho hiing. Co tudng chac tai minh cé
diéu chi chang hap y chong ma chong khong n&
noéi. Trong su chung cha thuong hay cé thé, than
can qua roi c¢6 khi doi nhau khong dugc de dit,
thanh thi lau ngay kém cai vé lich sy, khong nhu
buoi ban dau. Cho hay gling cang gia cang cay
tinh cang lau cang thdm; nhung hd chang nén
kinh nhau hoai cho dugc tron cdi my y, dugc
dung véi cau “thay chung nhu nhut” kia sao?

Khong lay su tudc 1oc vinh hoa ma cdi lac
thu & doi, thi chi nho cdi tinh théi. Ngudi tam
tinh nhu thé, khi thay cai tinh thuong cta ai doi
v6i minh cd hoi gt lat thi da kho hon ngudi khac
bi gidng cap, bi that lgi nhiéu.
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Cdi nghia chi “song” cta ¢6 Dung la trong
chii “thuong” cho nén cé thé hiéu ai tinh quan hé
cho céi doi ¢6 la dudng nao.

Chong khong vui, c6 budn, chong buon co
tham tinh la ng doi doi kiép ki€p, von dau ma cu
dé mai 10i ra!

Co nam tay chong:

— Minh 6i! T6i ¢6 1am 16i diéu chi xin minh
cu day bao. Néu minh bét thuong t6i 1a kho cho
toi lam, nghe minh?

Thay voi vang hon tay vg, mon trén ma noi:

— Lam sao toi hét thuong minh dugc! Khong
c6 chi dau, dung ngai; cling diing ndi vay nia,
nghe? Nh¢ ai ma t6i dugc song vui?

Chong ndi thé nhung c6 van lo, néu vi t6i ma
chong t6i budn thi khon nan phan t6i lam, chong
thuong t6i ddo dé€ kia ma!

TUu dé c6 cang rang lo cho vui long chong.
Bon than sap ddt ban viét cho chong: sach dé co
thd tu, cudn nao ca thi boi, stta. Mua cai binh
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nhd dé hing ngay chung bong tuci cho ngoan
muc. Trong nha mén nao ci, xau, déu thay, sta
coi sach sé trang hoang. C6 lya may mon dén ngon
ma nau cho chdng an, va hay héi:

— Pep miéng minh khong?

Téi lai, dau budn ngu thé€ may co6 cling rang
thuc, hodc xem sach, hodc théu thua, chd chong
vao phong mot lugt. C6 may nhiéu cdi mu soa
kiéu dep; cdi nao & géc cling c6 hinh trai tim bao
vong hai ch@t ND x0 tréo. Co6 ki€ém du cach té
ddu an can véi chong.

Poan Htu Minh khong con ra ddng bang
lang ntia, ma lai cang yéu vg boi phan. Thay hiéu
y v¢ lam nén hdng kiém dip té lai rang minh
khong hé lat tinh thuong yéu. Thét, chang van
ndéi tham: “Minh tai dic chi ma dugc vo dén thé?
B6n phin minh la phai yéu kinh lai hét buc. Nay
Poan Hiu Minh ¢i! Néu mi d€ cho ngudi hét
long hét da thuong mi phai vi mi ma rau thi mi
la ké khon nan dé tién lam. Phai nhé rang & thé
gian naykhong c6 ngudi dan ba nao hon vg yéu
dau ctia mi”
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May hém sau nay thay van tro ¢ nha, khong
siéng di coi s6c cong viéc lam tai vudn nita. Thay
noi:

— Con khong may chit nita 1a xong.
Vo hoi:
— Chtling nao vé nha méi?

Chang dé mot cau hoi 4y ma lam cho chang
mot cai van dé kho giai. “A! Ching nao vé nha
mé61? 7 Thay ciing nghi... “vé khuc* nay cling
dugc, nhung hay hon la chd hét mua mua; vi

7))

vach méi son con hoéi; ban ghé mua chua kip du”,

Rai thay ciing hoi tham lay minh: “Vé luc
ndy cling dugc ma sao khong vé? Khon nan! Ta
thud nay khong hé du dy, khong hé khi ndo... A!
ma vi sao ta phai kiém 16i lan lya thé kia? Ai xui
khién?..”

Thay muon thu thiét v6i1 vg va nan ni ré‘mg:
“Minh 6i! C6 mét ngudi dan ba lich sy lam, hét
long thuong t6i, nhung t6i khong thuonglai dugc,

45 luc
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bdi to6i nguyén tron doi thuong mot vg hién rat
quy hoa cua to1 thoi. Toi cling co luc dong niém
that, nhung to1 tinh ngo roi: toi thuong 1a to1 bac
béo v6i minh, t6i la ké xau xa nhut trong xa hoi.
To6i thé v6i minh rang téi khong & hai long”

Nhung thay lai cudi tham: “Ngu! R0 tdi la
dda ngu: chi c6 cai can ddm danh do ndi cai long
hiéu sac thi phai khoe lam chi cho ruém? Va lai
ciing chang hay ho gi. Con lau niia, 13 ‘ngudi ta
thuong minh ma khong dugc thoéa vong, ay la
kho6 tam roi; minh da khong dodi hoai ma con
khoe ra, 14y lam diéu ty dic, hd chiang 4c, chdng
heén lam ru”

Vi ai ma “ngudi” kho tam?

Thay buon!... Trong tri bong hién ra cai nét
au sau, khién cho thay phai nao nao, nghi vo nghi
van... Cai ngudi & dau ma khéo da tinh! Pa tinh
lai mdn ma, tudng dung hai cau tho ctt ma khen
cho, cing khong la qua dang:

Chim ddy nuéc cd 1o do lan,
Lung da trdi nhan ngdn ngo sa.
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Nhung thay van la nguoi chin chan, thay dan
lay minh: “khong nén di vuon! ”

That, tti do6 vé sau thay khong di vudon. Ngoai
gio lam, ranh thi xem sach, vé tranh hodc chup
anh choi; buoi nhan ha thi 14y sy vui vay véi vg
con lam thu vi.

Hanh phudéc nao hon hanh phuéc gia dinh!
... Ngay kia c6 Thuong dén tham. C6 Dung

niém nd, ti€p dén an can. Poan Hiu Minh héi
chuyén qua loa roi sang phong siach. Bong cé
ngudi di tho cam vao mot cai day thép, chang
ma ra xem thay nhu vay:
Dén Sai Gon nha hang Nam Viét. Toi nghiép.
JOSIANE

Thay 14t dat xép manh gidy xanh ay lai, run
rdy, boi hoi, ndm xuong ghé bo... Vi sao co6 hai
tiéng t0i nghiép? Thuong hai di chua!

Nhung ma khong!
Khong thé nao di! Manh gidy xanh niy la la
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bua quy quai yéu ma x6 duc ngudi vao néo kho!
Mdt mii nhu vay... Long da thé sao?... Em Dung!
Anh khong di dén ngudi gai lang lo kia dau!

Ma... Ma sao lai khong di, néu minh c6 long
chon chanh?!

Minh sé khuyén ai, sé dan dum ai vao néo
phai...

Toi nghiép! Toi nghiép that!... Oi! ma tha
dung di!...

Khong biét dling di hay nén di, chang khoanh
tay ngd xudng, lui, téi, trong phong; roi mang va,
ban 4o, roi that no, roi lai mudn c¢6i ném bo!..

Khong di!

Nguoi té gia budc vao.
— Bdm, Ong stia soan di?
- A! bi Sai Gon.

Quai! Ai xui thay trd 16i di Sai Gon? Thay
nam xuong ghé dé dinh tam lai.
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Nguoi lao bo sach giay dem vo:

— Bdm, 6ng tdi danh giay roi.
Thay mang giay!...

— Bdm oOng t6i da kéu xe lai chuc rudc dng
ngoai ngo.

— Xe lai r6i sao? Thoi, chu buéc ra dé toi stia
soan.

Thay khong stia soan, chi nam nghi...
— Bam 6ng xe cho da lau!

Doan Hiru Minh voi1 vang ding day thay y
phuc.

- bil...

Thay cham rai - n6i cho dung la rut ré - budce
qua phong khach ma cho vo hay rang minh di
Sai Gon choi, mai sé vé. Lai cin din vo & nha tbi
dan chi Hai xem hat.

Xe chay...



Ngudi vg hién § 99
Thay trong minh lan lan nhe nhang, lai c6 y
trong mau toi.

Khi dén phong khach san, thay g ctia, kho-
ng chut ngai ngung.

Co ba Josiane coi van tuoi tan nhu btia gap
Poan Hitu Minh & vudn. C6 ngoi gan chang ma
hoi, hinh nhu vg chong thiét.

— Nhé khong?

Thay tai xanh nét mdt, diing day, khong biét
sao lai tra 161 nglii ngdm:

— Sao khong nhd!

R6i dom m§ nhon mét cach yéu duong.

Co: - Lam cdi gi khong ddm ngoi gan t6i vay?
Thay:

— Mu6n ngo6i gan lam chid! Nhung ma... Toi
xin cd vui long nghe t6i to doi 16i. Toi xin c6 vui
long, khong phai t6i n6i cho ngon ngot dau, 1a toi
sg to y ra c6 buon lam.
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Co: — Néi gi noi; dung ghét toi thoi!
Thay: — Néu ghét thi ai dén day lam chi!
Co: — Lam sao lai thé dai!
Thay: - To6i khong thé nao gan co dugc!
Co: — Sao vay? Troi 0Oi!

Co Josiane ndm 6m l4ay dau, nét hoa bong
nhién rau héo mot cach thuong xét vo cung.

Thay xit lai dom. Co6 deo ldy canh tay ma kéo
ghi riét vao nguc:

— N& nao khong thuong toi cho danh... minh?
Tiéng "minh" néi nhd nho.

Thay ding phat day, kéo ghé ngo6i gan ma an

- Dling goi t6i bang tiéng ay c6 di! To6i khdn
nan lam cé a! Téi thuong cd, nhung khong thé
nao thuong bang nghia vg chong, vi t6i c6 vg roi,
chac c6 da r6. Toi biét ndi ra thi budn lam; song
le** thuong ma kho, thuong ma hai, thi tha la
46 nhung ma
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ding thuong. C6 6i! Co long dodi tudng xin két
nghia dé huynh. Biét dung 16i chi ma té noi xot
xa ndy: ngudi nhu co, cay co thay cling phai xiéu
long, hudéng chi téi la ké da cam. B&i thuong lam
nén ban so t6i khong co6 cai can ddm ma td rang
toi da cé doi. Nhung vay c6 trdi ching tri: tuy
qua thuong chd sy tiét trinh ctia ¢6 t6i van ven
toan kinh trong. Ngay nay t6i dén day ding an
i co. Dau co oan ghét thé may, quy ho co dling
buodn rau la du cho t6i khoéi x6n xang. Co6 xét lai
ma coi: & thé gian nay trang anh tuén chang thiéu
chi, huong ntia c6 1a déa hoa khoi gia ngan vang,
lo gi chdng ding gip ngudi xting ding. Xin ¢b
diing qud nang long cho t6i khoi but rit luong
tam.

Co Josiane ngo6 thay, cai ngd via cd nghia
dau dén tui phién, viia nhu khinh nhu ngao:

- Pa tré r6i! Khong cho t6i thuong thi noi
phtt mot 16i. Van hoa ma chi! Chuot ngot* 3]
ma chi! Roi v€ di kéo vg trong, con dgi! Con, ai
coO that tinh ma chét, troi ké ho ma!

47 chai chuot
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Co ndi roi, can mong tay, ngé mat vao trong,
thinh thoang l1dy mui soa lau nuéc mat.

Thay noi:

— T6i nghiép ma co6! Dling budén ma!

Dang kia khong tra 101; dang no cang x6t xa
khong thé md& miéng.

Im lim!... Cdi im lim gém ghé hon ltc & vion
ngay no.

Dong ho ¢ dau cham rai go «bon...bon» nhu
bi sau oan trach. Than lan chat ludi, thé than.

Thay budc lai ngoi ké, lau nudc mat khong
con chay ntal!

O nha c6 Dung ciing chi dau vui chuyén. Co
Trudng tién dem mdn ngon, vat la ra dai khach
than. Dén biia an don toan my vi. C6 Thuodng
that tinh an, that tinh cudi ndi. Bta con bung
binh rinh, dau chdé vo, doi banh trai lién lién.
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Pon ba ngu dot ngdi 1au tat dem chuyén thién

ha ma phanh phui ché biét khoa hoc gi ma ban,

cong hanh gi ma luan. Thoi thi khen ché thim

néy khon con me kia dai; hét gia dao nguoi, roi
to1 gia dao minh.

— Thiét, c6 gdp dugng Ba day cé phudc hét
stic. Canh nha c6 vui vé, con gia thé t6i, 6i thoi!
Buon biét bao nhiéu. Anh Hai ctia c6 bay gio
sanh tit cin nhdn t&i ngay. Hoi nao sao, bay gio
h& ra moi chat 1a moi bat 16i. Pan 6ng nhé mon,
that kho chiju. Toéi gian bo di choi cho 6 nha mac
stc ndi hanh.

Co6 Dung lam thinh, lay lam chua cay lam.
Co trach tham chi d4u btit may chang ngai dong
riing, lai thuong hai cho anh vé ndi ndi tron, vung
méo. That, don 6ng dau tot thé may ciing khong
sao tranh khoi cdi tiéng ac cua don ba that gido.
Ailavg khon c6 bao gio di than phién, trdch méc
chong v6i ngudi nao. Don ba hién la ngudi nao
biét t6 di€ém cho cdi danh gia 6ng chong; nhung
kho thay! D6 chi la thiéu sé.



104 § H6 Biéu Chanh

Phan nhiéu phu ni, khi thuong thi coi
chong nhu tugng vang, voc ngoc, di dau cling
khoe khoang - khoe khoang cho dén minh nghe
ma mac c§ - lam khi trong ciu chuyén lai thém
nhun, thém nhi cho cdi huong danh ctia chong
qua v nong nan! Trdi lai, khi c6 chut chi nghich y
thi lam xau cho chong, diéu ma nghich y, thudng
chi do sy nghi lam tudng bdy. C6 khi sanh ra ac
cam nhau qua hon ké nghich thu.

Hang chi ngu la vday. Con mot hang ngu pha
che niia, 1a hang co6 chut it hoc thtc, cai hoc thic
vO luong tam, tai hai cho linh hon. Hang nay khi
nao c6 diéu chi trdi nghich ma chong cam ngan,
hodc phong tuc cdm ngdn, thi ong 6ng la lén:
nao don ong ap ché, phong tuc hu lau, nao can
c6 tu do cho don ba, can cho ho binh quyén véi
chong!...

Cai chic vy ctia don ba la gi?

Giap cho ban chung than cua minh dugc
yén vui dang dém duong nhiing cong viéc 16n
lao; c6 gioi ntia la gitp cho chong viing chi trong
duong phai ma lam nén nghiép ca. Co thé nodi
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rang ngudi hién phu la thudc tién d€ chiia nhiing
dau khd ctia don Ong, la cai bua tién dé bién hoa
su chan ngan lam sy hy vong.

Chang quy 1dm sao?

Nhung, than 6i! Lai c6 thd don ba nhu c6
Thuong!

Nao c6 biét cho ring 15i bat nha trudce kia la
khong hap y em chong, cho nén chi dau cu cudi
cuoi ndi noi.

— Thoi di chi Hai! Dlng phién; thoéi di! Toi
khong phai binh, nghe chi Hai; song toi biét y
anh Hai khong chiu bay ba, s¢g chi nghi lam ché.
Thuong thuong c6 lam viéc minh thay tan mat,
nghe tin tai, ma con khong chac da 1a qua that
chua; huong chi nhiing chdé nghi ngd cta chi
khong cé bang cé gi hét.

Co6 Thuong lai 1én giong cao:
— C06 ndi vay ché dgi cd bang cé thi con gi!
Theo y t6i “cé tich méi dich ra tudng”. Thé gian

chang it thai nhiéu, bong khong® ai c6 dit diéu
48 thay ddi thinh linh
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cho ai. Anh Hai ¢6 chang c6 con ndy con kia, lam

sao ddm ndi? A, t6i nghe phong phanh dugng Ba
cling c6 meo nifa ma!

Co6 Dung cuoi:

— Ai & dau, chi?

— Ngudi nao & Sai Gon, banh 1am. Méo ctia
dugng ma dé 16i théi nhu may con ga vuon kia
da. C6 khong hay sao?

— Khong!

— Ngay t&i t6i co di ddu hay! Moéi thang dugng
dua tién luong cho c6 du khong?

- Co du.

— Co ghen khong?

— Ghen lam ché! Nhung tdi khong hé nghi
quay cho chong t6i, con rai nhu téi khong khéo
cach an & cho chong viia long chong c6 thuong
ai ty y. Ma théi, chiéu roi, chi Hai sam sta di dao
VOi t0i?

— Di thi di! Ne, c6 ndi gioi ché co gap thu
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coi. Thuong chong thi thuong, ché hé toi gap véi
con nao, toi cat ¢d cling dang: Ho noi ho thay
duong Ba véi c6 do6 thudng chuyén van véi nhau
tai viuon, Co coi chting kéo dudng mé roi duong
xin doi di cho khac dan ngudi dé theo, bd ¢o & lai
da! Ma, c6 dling hoc lai duéng odn tdi nghe? Chi
em toi mdi noi.

Co6 Dung cudi lat, chi gat dau, rdi sai tré muc
nudc cho chi dau rtta mdt ddng stia soan di choi.

Gid dang lam vui, ché c6 Ba lay lam buon.
Ban déau, nghe 161 mét thét qua quyét kia, 6 hoi
nghi chong; nhung tu bdo: “Minh chon chanh
ma bi nghi ngd c6 budn chiang? Nghi nhu vay
c6 18i chang, phu quan khéng phai nhu bon tim
thuong kia; nghi chang ciing bang lam kho cho
chang vay. Trai lai, néu minh thanh bach ma bj
chang nghi c6 tham chang? Khong! C6 khong
nén nghi: Cang nh¢ 101 nhau lai cang khong nén
nghi nita”. Nhung c6 khong sao khoi buon cta ké
phai budc long nghe 16i tho tuc phi ly.

Buon rdi trong cho mau dén luc chong vé, tua
ho ké bi ngdp trong canh t6i tdim, mong moi anh
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sang mat trdi. Bay gio nang lai thiy rang chong
nang rat can thiét cho su an 6n ctia nang; dén cai
linh hon cua nang cling nhd céi didc 6ng chong
ma dugc binh tinh, ctiing cap. Bao gi¢ thay chong
ndm gac tay lén trdn, nang ldy lam ai ngai ma
tu hoi c6 diéu chi chang chang vui. C6 biét, con
ngudi ai co tinh da cam thi thé nao khong khoi
phai buon vi nhiing diéu trai y thuong xay ra &
doi. Ngudi hitu tam la ngudi hay chiu sau, khong
than thd, khong phién ha vi c6 ai la ké tri am
hiéu cho thi xem bang dugc udéng huon thudc bo
lao, bao nhiéu chan ngan nhoc nhan cing c6 thé
tiéu hét.

Khi nao thay 10 vé chang vui thi c6 vg chum
chim cudi “moi anh uéng nuéc”, hoic anh “An
dum dia banh d& budn”, thanh tht ong Trudng
tién ta dau budn cling khong dam buodn lai phai
kiém 161 phéan cho an long vg.

— To1 khong ¢6 budn di€u chi ma minh phai
nhoc cong cham chi dén t61. P§ nay c6 nhicu
viéc lo nén phai suy nghi do thoi.
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CHUONG 9
QUA TANG BAT PUQC

_I_e‘tu sap mG doi*. C6 Dung hoi hd mua
it trdi cay, it banh dem theo dung doc
duong. Co cung thang San budc xudng tau lua
chd ngoi, thinh linh c6 tiéng goi:

— Co Ba! Co Ba! bi dau do?

Nghe kéu, ma thang San dom ngé thay co
Thudng. Co vui vé hoi:

— Ua, chi Hai! Chj di d4u ma tinh co gap nhau
day?
— Toi di Sai Gon rudc ma toi.

— Bac di Sai Gon da bao lau?
49 doi: day to dé budc tau, ma doi: tach bén, tau chay.
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— D3 sau biia rbi; di Dién Ba* cé hen khi vé
ghé Sai Gon cha t6i. Con co di dau?

— Toi vé tham ba ma t6i. Thang San né nhé
ong noi, doi di hdm ray; nay t6i méi ra di, thoi
may lai gdp chi, t6i miing qua.

— Hai bac dau c6 6 nha; méi di Sai Gon hom
kia day ma. Toi c6 gdp. Bac di coi chung ¢ cha’
v6i mua hang. Theo nhu 16i bac néi thi mét bac
mdéi vé mot lugt véi toi vay thi cd vé nha ciing
khong c6 béc; thoi, di Sai Gon véi toi choi?

C6 Dung khong di; con thiang San hoi ma
cho né di v6i mg, dang san dip theo ba ndi mua
cho cai tai da d€ cdp sach di hoc va hop mau, hai
moén do6 no ao udc hom ray.

Hom 4y ca tr6i may tda, cai nhiét luc cta
vang thai duong khong thing nét nhu may ngay
trudc kia. Hinh nhu ca vé tru cd cdi nha kiéng
cuc to che & trén, lam anh sang khong chdi loa,
cai khi hau khong nong nuc.

50 dién tho Ba trén nai Ba Den, Tay Ninh.
51 xe hoa ctia nguoi Cha Va, ttic ngudi An Do.
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Gio lai rai thoi, phat pho vat ao cta ké di
dudng.

C06 Dung thong dong trd lai nha, trong minh

nghe nhu dugc chut han hoan. C6 viia dén ngd
gap chu lao boc:

— B4m c6 méi vé, sao co trd lai. Con ciu San
dau?

Co cét nghia so rdi budc thdng vao. Lio lai
tiép:

— Bdm, 6ng tdi khong c6 & nha.

- Di dau.

— Di vuon.

— Vay dugc lam. Da lau roi toéi khong co di
vuon. San blia nay mat mé tdi di dao mdt phen;
toi dén tinh cd, chac & nha t6i vui lam.

Doan c¢6 di thang vao phong. Khi ngang qua
tdm guong c6 ngo6 vao ngam hinh dung ctia minh,
roi chdm chim cudi. Tuy trong tudi mac dau ché
vé dep ctia cd con man ma, nhtt la cdp mat tinh
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tdo sang sudt ctia cd lam cho minh ¢6 coi c6 nhu
van con con gai that tha, van con cai stic luyén ai
clia ngudi dong trinh chua biét ai tinh la gi ma cé
thé lam ra tinh &i trong long thién ha.

Co vao m¢ tu lya cdi 4o dai, cdi 40 ma chong
van ua nhut. Thay d6i xong c6 di ngang tdm kiéng
ghé mit vao lan niia r6i méi budce thang bude.

Hai bén dudng moc nhiing cdy me sudng
dudt giao dau lién tiép nhau, thinh thodng gié lay
lam cho rai rdc canh hoa trén minh hanh khach.

Co di dén khuc queo, trong nha kia co vai
nguoi dan ba dom ra chao va mai c6 ghé choi, c6
cam on xin d€ ngay khac. Dgi c¢6 di mot doi roi
dam dan ba ay xi xao:

— Thiét c6 do lich su dung bug, lai ti t€ qua.
Khong biét lam sao toi can dudng cho co6 di vudn.

— Sao vay?

— Chi khong rd sao?
— Khong!
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— Co kho thi thoi! Ai ndy déu hay 6ng Truong
tién tu tinh véi c6 Ba - tén tay, tén u gi do toi
quén roi.
— A c6 Ba Josiane. Ngudi ta biét chic ho & tai
nha vudn ctia 6ng Trudng tién.

— C6 Truodng tién dén day rai gap thi khon
nan cho c6 lam vay.

~ A! Vay sao? Chi em minh nom theo coi
choi ne!

— Xi! Cdi chi nay ky. Toi khong bao gié mudn
coi cdi kho, cai nhuc cua ai hét; t6i mudn nglia
dum ho thoi.

— Con ¢6 Truong tién khong hay sao?

— Chac la khong. Nhung vay, dau cb ¢ hay
thi chi budn rau thoi ché khong lam cach tho bi
nhu bon minh dau. Thiét trong doi, c6 mot doi
vg chong do biét kinh nhau, biét yéu nhau vay.

— Don 0ng té qud ha! Vg nhu vay ma con....

— Té thiét; nhung tudng dng Trudng tién gidu
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v 1am tdi lai chac rang néu vg ro diéu ndy 6ng sé
vinh biét tinh nhon.

— Lam sao chac? Cai thui don 6ng mé gai ma...
— Toi chac. D€ chi coi.

K€ c6 ba bon ngudi dan ba nita budc vao:
thim gido véi thim thong dep chuyén c6 Dung
ma ra nghinh tiép:

— Chao may chi, may co6. Thai du tay roi, vo
gay song kéo tré.

Noi vuon, trong cdn phong ma ta da ro6 hinh
trang roi, nghia la cdi can phong Doan Hitu Minh
don tam d€ nghi trua va noi ay c6 Ba Josiane dem
do cho ngay no, cé doi tinh nhon duong mon
trén nho to...

No6i that ra thi moéi 1an Poan Hitu Minh dén
ché hen thi long chang c6 hoi ngao ngan, khong
vui, nhung cdi quyén ra cta co Josiane cling co6
thé lam cho chang tam quén 16i minh, tam quén
161 u6c thé dinh ninh ma vui lic trang tinh gié
nghia.



Nguoi vo hién § 115
Thay dang cung c6 Josiane chuyén van, au
yém.

Co ta ngd thay mdt caich man ma va thd thé
hoi:

— Thuong t6i khong minh?

Thay cuoi:

— Thuong.

— Nhiéu khong minh?

— Nhiéu.

— Nhiéu bang vg nha khong minh?

Thay khong dap chi cudi mot cach bong long,
r6i budc dén kéo ngan ta lay diéu thudc dot hat.

Co Josiane doi sac, budn buc ma néi rang:

— Toi biét, thé nao minh thuong t6i cho bang,
dau rang t6i thuong minh hét da hét long. Toi la
ngudi vo duyén vo phudc qua minh!

Poan Hiu Minh se sé vo go ma tinh nhon
ma tra loi:
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— Sao lai kho dén thé, hdi em? Ching nén
héi nhiing gi ma kho thé cho nguoi ta td that véi
minh; la vi minh dugc nghe nhiing 16i doi tra, va
lai la mot diéu budc ngudi ta phai cuc long vi phai
chiu v6 phép lam thinh, phai ki€ém 16i ndi doi.
Nén biét em thuong toi, tdi thuong em la da. Ché
so sanh ma chi? Em con nhd trudc kia t6i khong
dam thuong em, vi bi€t sau nay c6 diéu an han.
Nay da thuong nhau roi; thuong nhau thuong 16,
thuong liéu; thuong vo muc dich, thuong then
vGi luong tam, thiét tudng em cling c6 lac bat an
trong long nhu t6i vay. Then véi luong tam hang
nhttla nhiing hoi hoan lac bdng nhé dén vo nha;
cho nén tdi da xin véi em bao gid doi ta hoi ngo,
diing c6 ndi diéu gi cho tdi phai nghi dén. Toi
ciing c6 nhiéu diéu lam cho ngtia 1udi, song t6i
biét hoéi ra em kho trd 161, lai c6 1€ 1a diéu lam cho
toi b6t quy bt yéu em nita. Gid nhu t6i héi: “Em
thuong t6i quyét ven thuy chung khong? Trudc
khi thuong t6i em c6 thuong ai khong? Vi dau
khién cho em thuong t6i¢?” Thi khoé cho em tra
161 phai khong? Ma ciing vo ich cho t6i thau r6.
Lam lic nghi t6i lay lam thuong hai cho than em,
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nhtt la nghi dén cai tuong lai cta em, chung ta
khong chac rang sé dugc cing nhau két niém phu
phu ma cong hudng an lac dén gia. Thuong nup,
thuong 1én, thuong dién, thuong cudng; than 6i,
da hiéu tinh la ké cuong dao dui diéc ma ching
ta van chia mii cho n6 x4, dan di d4u tu y! Hai la
dudng nao! Nguy hiém la duong nao!

Co6 Josiane nam tay tinh nhon ma bop mét
cai manh.

— Toi hiéu! Toi hi€éu nghe minh! Toi biét
rang cai tinh thuong ctia toi hai cho t6i nhiéu bé;
nhung da thay hai ma t6i ddm thuong, thi minh
hay lugng duum cai tinh cua t6i d6i véi minh tham
thia biét bao nhiéu.

— T6i thuong minh dao d€, minh phai r6 diéu
ay. Bé&i toi thuong, nén t6i tudng cho to6i céd cai
quyén dugc hdi nguai ta thuong toi bang nhu vay
hay khong. Ngay gié nao tdi con thuong minh
toi muodn minh phai thuong toi y nhu vay.

— Ngay nay t6i md&i biét! Bao gio minh thuong
toi nhiéu! Mot cai chiing nhu vay ciing du hiéu
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rd rang: toi goi tinh lang t6i la minh: ngudi chi
danh kéu lai la em, cdi tiéng em nghe thiét 1a vo
Vi.

— Theo y ngu ctia t6i, khi nao toi chi dugc
thuong ai trong cai thoi ky ngan ngai, thi toi tang
cai manh lyc cua tinh lén gap hai gap ba.

— To6i nghe minh, t6i khong muén cho ai t6i
nghiép dén phan t6i, vi t6i xt theo y tdi muon:
toi chi toi nghiép dum cho ai kia, don tién mudn
khdy, rugu tién mu6n uéng, ma chi vi e tiéng hét,
gam nén phai nhat nhat, rut re!

— Tinh 1a tinh, dao duc la dao duc; ngudi
muén gid toan dao dic thi ding theo duoi véi
tinh lam gi, boi khong kién tam dugc dén clung,
roi ném bo dao duc di, thi l1a diéu buodn cudi, thi
la diéu dang tdi nghiép.

— T6i chan may trang>* "gia dao duc" cung la
nhiing ké "dao dic dé6 mua" nhu chdn com nép;
toi cling chan doi, nén t6i ki€ém ké khac thién ha
délam ban tri 4am. Toi la gdi lang 16, nhung chang

52 loai nguoi
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hé nhan chim ai noi bé 4i. Oi ma choi hoa ho dé
may nguoi biét hoa!

Co khong noi nita. Doan Hiu Minh ngoi
nghi suy. Co Josiane la gai phong tinh, cai tat ay
lam cho ¢6 la ngudi dang tiéc, ding udng vay.
Néu c6 la nam nhi thi c6 thé quy, vi dugc phan
lich duyét, trong gia trang ngan. Tudng chting c6
cling c6 cdi tam su dang thuong c6 cling cé trai
qua mot khoang duong doi khe khat. Buon doi,
chan doi, ma thanh ra ching tiéc than, than 6i,
lai chang tiéc than trong vong hoa nguyét!

Nhung tém lai, c¢6 la con ngudi hu roi; thién
kiéu bd vinh, van chudng phong luu®, chiang qua
ciing la mén do6 cho ngudi chuyén tay trong luc
con huong nong, sac dugm.

Ro6i thi thoi...

53 thién: ngan, kiéu: cdu, ba: tram, vinh ché siu, ngudi mién Nam con
goi bd sau cia mot khic quanh trén dong song la vinh. Thanh ngii nay
c6 nghia da qua nhiéu cudc thay d6i cam go (qua nhiéu nhip cau, nhiéu
khuc song), tuong duong nhu ba chim bay néi), van chudng phong luu
(hay van chung phong luu. van: mu6n; chung: gét chan hay 16i di; phong:
gi6 hay troi; luu: chdy. Van chung nghia 1a nhiéu 16i, nhiéu cach; phong
luu nguyén nghia la dtic do cao, mét nghia khac la dang vap hoac thai do.
Vé sau chii phong luu diing dé chi choi boi, dang diém, di thoa. O day van
chudng phong luu= du moi cach choi boi.
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Tai minh tam néo doan trudng ma di, bung
lam da chiu da danh. Nhung nghi rdng ra, néu
ca thay don 6ng & thé gian nay la tot hét thi nang
khong ra cé déi.

Nang hu, tat nhién c6 tai ai x6 nang vao néo
chong gai. Nang hu tat nhién c6 ngudi tham cai
nhan sic cia nang ma cam do6 nang d€ cho chim
dam trong vong hac am.

Trong dam ngudi hao sac ay lai c6 minh la
Poan Htiu Minh, 1a ké da ty xung la ngudi biét
hoa. Thay cting la moét t¢i nhon doi vdi tiét gia co
Josiane!

Lai vi d6 ma 16i thay doi véi c6 Dung cang
thém ndng!

Nghi dén do, thay x6n xang but rut.

Co Josiane thi xdy mdt vao trong, nhu vui,
nhu budn, kho ta.

Ctia phong khéa chit, chi con ctia s6 khong
gai. Canh trua vang vé. Thinh linh c6 Josiane mé
bling mat ra, rdi voi vang kéo mén dap nguc lai,
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nét mat xam xanh.

Co thay gi vay?

Cai ctia s6 bong nhién md hé, anh sang choéi
lam cho c6 phai m& mat ra, thiy c6 nguoi chuong
mdt ngo6 vao. Nhung van ém ru, khong chut da

dong.

C6 dui mat dom lai thi ctia kia van con khép.
Co ngdi day; danh thuc Doan Htu Minh:

- Day! Day!
— Co vigc gi?
— Vg minh! Toéi thiy vg minh!

Cai tiéng c6 run véi bd ho héi lam cho Poan
hoang va boi roi.

- Dau?
— Kia, & cho ctia s6, méi 16 dau vao!
Thay chay lai toan md cta ra. Co niu do:

— Chét t6i minh oi! Duing, diing md!
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— Khong sao ma! Em chiém bao, ché vo t6i di
khoi.

— Thiét ma! T6i cé ngti ddu ma chiém bao. R
rang, t6i thdy. Minh oi! Chét t6i!

Hitu Minh m& ctia ra xem thi chidng thdy
moét ngudi. Thay danh bao toan mé khoa budc
ra ngoai. Co Josiane lai kéo tay can trd. Thay phai
kiém 16i néi cho c6 bét kinh khing, réi méi ra
dugc khoi phong.

Co gi dau!

Nom trudc, dom sau, chang mot bong ai thap
thodng.

Xung quanh nha d6 toan da san, kiém chang
thay dau giay.

That khong cd! Hudng chi da chac y rang co
Dung vang mat tti ban mai.

Thay tré vao:

— C6 gi dau ma em sg! To6i da noi vg toi di
khoi, di chinh mit ndy thdy ma. Chang qua la
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btia nay trong minh em yéu nén mo mang thay
nhiing diéu lo sg trong luc con thiic. Em con nhé
khi nay em héi toi: “Minh di nhu vay vg khong
nghi sao?” cai y lo ngai van con an nup trong dau,
nhon dé bién ra cdi do trang lam cho em thay ma
ngd rang thiét. Khong sao dau!

C0 Josiane cé hoi yén tam, nhung lai thé dai:
— To6i sg qual...

Chiéu lai, Doan tré vé nha, lay lam la ma
thay den dot saing choang, may ctia mé& hodc, lai
cé nghe hat may nta.

Ai?
Co Dung véi thang San di khoi. Khong 1é toi

t6 6 nha ddm ty do. Khong 1€ c6 ngudi than thich
nao?

Thay vao. Vla ngo6 thay vg thi trong chau
than dudng nhu xudéng nham luong dién.

Vg thay khong di! Chac c6 Dung da thay thay
vGi cd Josiane roi. Chét noi! Roi day thay biét bao
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nhiéu xau hé véi vg hién roi day thay co 16i chi
ma té cho vg tin rdng thay van yéu vg, van mot
long thuy chung nhu nhut!

Co6 Dung gia 16 khong thay su boi réi dy, bude
lai ti€p chong va chum chim cudi:

— Minh di méi vé!... Toi gidi thiéu véi minh
c6 Nam day vén ban dong mon cta toi ngay xua.
Thay cui dau chao khach. C6 Dung tiép:

— Ba v6i ma mac di Sai Gon nén tdi khong
qua. Toi cho phép thang San di véi chi Hai, hoi
sé6m moi nay chi di 1én d6 ddng don hai béc; roi
thang San sé vé v4i ba ma ludn thé. Toi 6 lai may
qua! Néu di thi da khong dugc han hanh gép co6
Nam day rai.

Thay ngoi tiép gidy lau, rdi vao trong tam rua
an com.

Thay hoi nho ngudi 1do boc:

— Nay! Chu Tu. Nguoi khach dan ba ay dén
day hoi nao?
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— Bam, chting d¢ 16i ba gio rudi, bon gio.

— Ngudi cho vg t6i hay truéc ma dén rudc
khong?

— Chac khong. Bai hoi trua c6 tinh di vudén
ddng chiéu v€ v6i Ong; té ra c6 gap ban cli nén tré
lai.

— Cha! Vg toi bita nay sao gioi vay! Chu cé
nghe ndi ma thang San di dén dau ma tr& vé
khong?

— B4Am to6i c6 hoi; cd toi co noi di via khoi
nha thiém gido Hai thi tré lai.

Theo 161 1ao boc thi c6 Dung khong c6 dén
vuon. Co thay chong vé, lai ti€p rudc moét cach tu
nhién. C6 khong 16 mot vé nao budn. Thé la cai
su thdy ctia c6 Josiane chang qua 1a cdi 4o tudng.
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CHUONG 10
AN NOI LAM SAO BAY GIO

0i nghiép c6 Josiane! Nhung ma. Nhung

ma da trét thang trudng, cd6 ba Dung
chang chung gbi v6i chong, ldy c¢G ring trong
minh chang an, cin phéi tinh dudng. Nét mat
nang kém tuoi, cang ngay cang rau héo, hai mat
c6 hoi hom vo, méi kho, miéng biéng cudi, cd
cudi cing nhu hoa rang nd mua ha.

Co6 budn!

Canh gia dinh bay gi¢ ciing kém vé vui. Bén
btia 4n ldng 1é nhu t6. Hai vg chong it ban ludn
v6i nhau. Phan nhi€u ngay gi¢ la nang & trong
phong. Thay thi xem dudng nhu ban viéc. Ai
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cling thay cai vé bang lang>* ctua nhau. Ai ciing
ndng ndng trong long.

Thét ro6i dudng nhu muon tranh mat nhau,
ddng tim noi quanh qué, ma dé€ cho sau tuong lai
lang.

Néu chang c6 cdi vui ndo ddm 4m bang cdi
vui ¢ gia dinh, thi cing khong c6 cdi budn nao
buc bdi bang cai budn & gia dinh.

Vi dau? Tai ai? Doan Hiu Minh c¢6 thiu cho
chang?

Poan Hiu Minh ¢6 biét rang vg da thiu céi
16i cia minh chéang?

Cdi thay cta tinh nhu thay, khong phai la do
trang dau. Qua that vg thay. Vg thay thay ngudsi
minh yéu kinh tron doi, ngtia nghiéng gitia tran
ong loi buém la! Nao ndong> thay!

Giét nhau bang cdi luu cdu.

Giét nhau bang cdi du sdu doc chua?

54 bén 1én
55 nung
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Co rau vi o6 can xét hét roi, mudn nguodi nao
biét phuong chi. Co hiéu: “trai nam thé bay thiép,
gdi chinh chuyén modt chong” la cdi tuc thuos
nay 6 nudc minh dau xau, tot, cing khong chi
la. Chang phai noi cai troi Nam nay la thé: khip
trén mat dat, néu & nudc nao phong tuc cam cudi
hau, cudi 1¢, thi don Ong ho lai Ién lat trdng hoa,
c6 ngudi dam phi ca tién ngan bac muén ma
mua cdi hoa da tan tdc gitia dudng, ma nang niu
chut phan thtia huong thai. Tai nao cam ngin
cai bon don 6ng! Hudng chi don ba ta da nghe
cau “chong chua vg t6i” thi phai xét hiéu quyén
chong, phan vo.

Vi cdi té tuc ¢6 lai nén dan ba phai chiju: ngudi
trai muon dugc vg, trude phai tén cong, hao cua.
Vi cong 4y ma xem ra cudi vg, bé ngoai néi rang
két ban, ché ky trung® la mua mot ngudi viia y
déloi dung ma thoi. Vi vady ma budc cdi chii tung
cho phu nhon, chi ting da cac phuong dién!

Mua dugc moén nay, tat cé quyén mua mon
khdc. Hudng niia la chtia! Chtia mudn dung may

56 that ra
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toi cing ddng con t6i chang phép hai long!

Chong trung tin ay la phudc, c6 day doa
cing phan “trong nh& duc chiu”, chong tu do
hanh dong, quy ho lo sao cho vg no con am la da
r6i, chling nao d€ cho thiéu kém, khon nan, méi
trach dugc.

Poan Htu Minh la chong dugc lam, cach
doi dai cta thay khong cé chi cho vg trach, con
phién.

Néu thdy c6 ngoai tinh, chang qua 1a mot
cong viéc hitu han dé thoi. Pon 6ng nhu chim
trong trdi rong, ca trong bién sau, nguoi noi trg
phai tung quyén kia, c6 thé nao khuay roéi cdi lac
thu ctia chong, cho hay cdi lac thu ay khéo gii thi
khong nhiéu hai dén gia dinh hanh phudéc!

That Poan Hiiu Minh khong dai cho dén
mé-sa nhan sac ma bo phé viéc nha.

C6 Dung nghi r6i miy diéu 4y, song van budn
hoai. Tai lam sao?

Hay la c6 ghen?



Nguoi vo hién § 131

Ngudi nhu c¢6 khong cé ghen. Thud gid thién

ha hdng néi: Nguoi dan ba nao mdu trang méi

khong ghen. Thé la lam. Thé 1a khong hiéu nghia
tiéng ghen vay.

Ghen la gi?

Ghen tuc la ghanh. Néi chung, ké nao thay
ai hon minh ma dem long ghét buon, 1a ghanh,
ném ve tinh, kéu la ghen do.

So sanh thi ¢6 Dung mudi, c6 Josiane kém
ndm sau. C6 Dung da man ma nhan sac, da ca
nt cong ni hanh lai thém c6 hoc thic; co Jo-
siane cing dep that, nhung van la cai trai khong
rudt, cai hoa khong huong, lai trai qua bui tran
vui lam thi con quy gi.

Cho nén déi v6i ngudi lac bun mé kia, co
Dung chi thuong hai ma thoéi. Phan lai néu c6
dd ma thay cao thugng, tai tri hon co, thi cd6 dem
long kinh phuc, muén rang sao cho dugc bang.
Co6 thudong noi: “Ghen la tanh x4u hang nhut no6
la cai dau hu té ctia con ngudi, lai lam cho con
nguoi hu té thém mai”
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Phai lam vay! Minh hu té thé nao nguci
mdi gidm sy yéu chudng minh, dé yéu chudng
ké khac, ngudi da yéu chudng ké khac ma minh
ghen thi da lam cho sy yéu chudng kia cang tang
1én con cai gém ghét thi trd lai minh.

Néu c6 hang dan ba xét xa hi€u rdng nhu thé
thi tiéng ndi bao ham rang ghen la binh chung
cta phu nit ¢6 phai lam chang?

Ai noi rang c6 Dung ghen, ttic la khong hiéu,
khong hiéu cdi tanh nhon tti, cai do lugng rong
rai cua ngudi cao thugng.

Vo chong nhu bau ban, nhung c6 chung thuy
hon; minh doéi véi ngudi hét dao, ngusi doi véi
minh sai da trung thanh, chdn ngan that! Nao né
that! Ma cting budn cudi that! Cudi cho minh la
giong da tinh, cudi cho trong thé gian nay ngudsi
ta bi€t vui vi tinh, bi€t muon song vi tinh, ma
danh hai ké khac phai that tinh, chiu bi ai, tham
thiét.

Chang hay vi cdi luong 16i, tung bg; chang vi
cach cudng bach, ham doa cho ngudi ta yéu quy
minh.
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Chi! Chi!... Céi tinh nhu thé€ ¢6 tha vi nao!

Cho hay, ta da thay, cdi nghia song cta co
Dung la thuong; cdi long thuong ctia c6 rat quan
hé cho doi c6: khong dugc thuong nhu 'y, 1a kiép
sanh ton khong tron doi, con thuong ma bi su
bac béo cua ai la nudét nham thuoc dbc; thuoc
doc gém ghé viia lam cho tiéu tuy hinh voc viia
hai cho dién dao linh hén!

Co0 da hiéu trudc cho minh nhu thé, nén luc
chua trao to két tdc, cod can than loc lua.

Khong ham giau sang, khong ham tudc 16c,
c6 dung hét su sang sudt clia cdp mat xanh ma
tim cho ddng ngudi biét yéu cod trong gia tri co,
hap tanh tinh c6; cho c6 hét long yéu lai khong
mién cudng, khong an nan khong udng cai hinh
voc trong ngoc trang nga, bay lau gin gid.

Ban than cho ngudi dan 6ng la su heén ha,
dau dén!

bam cuéi cd khong c6 1€ lac. Thanh vg chdng
r6i, Doan Htu Minh & nha cha me c¢6 dang moi
1& yén vui. Khi di hoc & Ha Thanh, c6 chu cap
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tién cho, trong nom gia thé cho. Tom lai, c6 vi
nghia ma ung chong, cdi tinh thuong cta c6 lam
cho Doan Hiu Minh la ngu&i hiiu hanh trén thé.

Ay 1a ngudi on ctia chang. Ay 14 ngudi ban
quy nht, tot nhit cta doi chang, chi thua chang
vé phuong dién hoc thic, ché tam ly khong kém.

Doi v6i vg nhu thé, chang chang nhiing phai
xem 13 bang ding lai phai hét long yéu kinh méi
viia.

D 6i v6i vo nhu thé, thay khong cé quyén noi:
“Chong chtia vg t6i”. Thay khong dugc bat chudc
ai kia vi cau: “trai nam thé bay thi€p, gai chinh
chuyén mot chong” ma sanh sua choi 1€, gion
lyu!

Can gi phai rang c6 Dung la mot ngudi vg
ven toan?

— Minh! Té6i dugc lam chéng minh, quy ho
dugc lam vua giau sang bon bién.

Ay 14 15i ctia minh, thudng néi. Thay da quén
10i sa0?
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Thay cling quén budi chiéu rat cam dong kia
vg thay ni non 16i chi sao?

— Minh 6i! T6i ¢6 1am 16i diéu chi, xin minh
day bao. Néu minh b6t thuong t6i, la khé cho toi
lam, nghe minh!

A! Céi long don 6ng!

Ciing mot cai tay mon trén hién thé ma dung
ap 6m phuong hoa tudng liéu ngd!

Clng moét cai mai hti huong vi tinh vi ctia
guong mat ngoc thot, hoa cudi, ma dung khang
khit bén minh tran khau®’!

That dang phan nan.

Nhung c6 Dung ching mu6n phan nan: c6
chi chiu riéng tai, trém sau. Sau cho dén chét!

Co chang bao gi¢ nghi dén sy rinh rap, bat
bé 1a cdi cach lam cho doi tinh nhon kia cang dan
diu nhau, cang dé phong cho dugc kin nhem. Ay
la sy dé ti¢én, va lai xau chang co6 tot chi minh?
Con thodng budc chang phai dung da chudc gia

57 tran: bui bdm, do ban; khiu: ké cudp: ké cudp do ban.
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déi dé to dau yéu minh thi c¢é ich gi dau. Quy
khong 6 tai tam long ma thoi?

Lai rti cho cd gdp!... Gia c6 biét hom dy ma
noi vuon cé cudc trang tinh gié nghia, thi co
khong dén ma lam chi.

T6i nghiép cho c6, mot ngay mdot vang v,
xanh xao vi trét bi ép minh trong lty cam, thanh
sdu, gan that rudt bao, ma chang mot 16i ta than.

Poan Hitu Minh thdy vg 6m ciing sét xa lo
sg. Thay kéu luong y dén, song c6 Dung van cudi
ma hoa hudn trd 16i:

— T6i khong c6 dau ddu minh lo. Chang qua
la may biia ray biéng ngu, biéng dn, nén trong
minh co6 hoi yéu. Trong it btia thi hét ché gi.

Song c6 van 6m hoai, an r6i da dugi, biéng
ding biéng ngoi, cti ndm thiém thiép noi tinh
phong nhu ngudi liét nhugc.

DPoan vao tham, nam tay vg ma than thé:

— Toi coi minh cang ngay cang 6m. Minh
khong chiu thudc men gi hét; minh bat an nhu
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vay lam sao t6i vui.

Vg gugng cudi, gia do ddp mudi, rut tay ra dé
cho khac; ngd 1o ma dap:

— Khong sao ddu minh.

— T6i lay lam la vi sy minh khong chiu uéng
thudc.

Nang van cuoi:

— Toéi s¢ thuoc lam. Udng vo chac dau thém.
Su manh gioi cta tdi, to6i biét, khong sao dau
minh lo.

Tuy v¢ phan nhu vay, ché Doan Hitu Minh
khong an long. Thinh linh chang gidt minh.

Hay laz...

Khong! Khong &€ c6 Dung rd “chuyén &

vuon.

Khong 1é co Josiane thay thiét. Loilao boc la
bang chiing. Con, thoang vg hay, sao chang c6 16i
chi?
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Song thay hi€u ngdm ngdm nhu c6 ai mach
bao cho rang cd Dung c6 thay. Chi c6 thé nang
m&i rau. Thé 1a vi 1am 16i ma chang giét vg! Thiét
chang la ké toi 4c thai tham.

Thay muon xung t6i nhung hé mdi ra kho
lam sao!

Ma khong! Khong 1é biét ma!

— Minh phién t6i chang?

— Sao minh héi thé? Toéi co phién chi?

— Minh 6i! Téi mot long yéu kinh minh hoai.
Toi c6 16 1am 16i chi xin minh mién chép, nghe?
Néu minh vi tdi ma budn rau cho dén chét, thi
toi la ké thu pham rat dang khinh bi vay.

— Xin ché nhoc long. Néu minh cé diéu chi
phai xin t6i mién chap, t6i da mién chip ngay
tride khi minh néi.

— Néu vay thi c¢6 1€ tai khi hau noi nay buc
bdi nén minh kho & dé chang? Thoi dé€ chung ta
sém don vé vuon.
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— To6i no6i khong sao, minh ché lo. Téi buon

ngt qud. Toi nghe nhu da dung gid minh di lam
viéc roi.

N6i doan kéo mén trum lai. Thay buéc ra co6
y phién.

Poan Hitu Minh lya ngay vé vuon. Chiéu lai,
man phan viéc rdi, chang dap xe gan mdy vé nha
ma&i xem xét coi dau dé c6 an bai va mudn nhon
cong ludn thé.

Miéng dat ché nha 4y cé ngon nudc bao
quanh nhu cdi cui chd: phia hau la song Ranh,
bén hiu la rach Dao. Thay mudn qua rach déng
dén x6m bén kia, phai nhd dia nho boi xudng
dua giup. Khi lanh tién thudng, thang nhd ay vui
cudi ndi rang:

— Hoéi do téi gio toi thay cd hai ngudi rong
rai ma thoi, dua qua rach moét chut thuong cong
mot cac!

DPoan hoi:

— Ngudi tha nhut la ai?
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— Ngudi thi nhit la vo ctia 6ng.

— Em biét vg ctia qua. Chang hay di ngang
day hoi nao?

— Bam 0ng, ngudi nhu 6ng véi co, t6i phai
biét méi dugc. Dé coi, c6 di qua rach ndy cach
nay c6 hon mdt thang roi, t6i nhé ngay do la
mung sau chac vay.

— C6 di ngang day 16i may gio?

— Loi hai gid chiéu. Co cho tién roi ddn toi
dting cho ai biét. Chac la ¢ tré vé nga cau Cong,
nén ti dé dén chiéu t6i c6 y don dua ma khong
thay.

Thay bay gid mdéi hi€u. Vg chang c6 dén vuon
thiét. Khd di chua!

Cach hon mot thang nay. Loi hai gid chiéu.

Cach hon mot thang nay. Thay lam kho cho
v¢ hién ma van an vui nhu nguoi vo toi!

Ho6i han biét bao nhiéu! H6i han ma cai 16i
khé chudc. Thay nhé 16i vo:
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— Néu minh c¢6 diéu chi phai xin t6i mién
chép, t6i dd mién chép ngay trudc khi minh noi.

Co khong chap ma co rau, cai rau nang né,

khoc hai!

Gia bay gio phai chiu cai hinh phat nao kho
s& cho vg vui vé nhu xua, thay cling cam tam.
Khi thay liing thiing tré vé, gap ngudi di tho trao
cho mét cai. Ay 14 tin ctia tinh nhon géi thim va
hen ho biia 1é€ dén Can Tho hdi ngd. Thay coi roi
x¢ bo, tho dai.

Tu d6 thdy deo dang theo c6 Dung nhu khéch
tinh bay lau hoai vong y trung nhon, bay gié maéi
gdp. Nhung, an can thé may, muon lam vui thé
may, thdy vg cling mon moi, u sau.

Mot tram lan thay muén hé mai d€ xung toi,
ddng nan ni i 6i, nhung moét tram lan van nghen
ngung, hodc muon hd moi thi vg da danh 16 ma
bat qua chuyén khac. Thanh ra lac gan nhau, vg
chong chi noéi chuyén tré ranh v6 vi, ma vang
nhau thi lai thém cho dugc gan.

Pa hai thang rdi, chang quanh hiu goi chiéc,
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thiép lanh 1éo ném nghiéng; & cing mét nha, an
cung mOt mam, ma vi bang ngan trung xa cach.

Phai, thay la con ngudi dé tién, vo cd khinh
bi, g6m ghé, ciing chiang phép phién ha!

Toi nghiép cho c6, dém thao thiic ndm canh
luy sau ué6t goi! Ngoi dua ctia trong canh trang
thanh gi6 mat ma nhé nhiing hoéi vai sanh vai,
liitng thiing noi nao. C6 khéc duyén, khoc ng,
khoc doi; co thiy rang bao git c6 con sdng & thé
gian 1a chi giam thén trong vong théng kha.

Néam thiu thiu thi la chiém bao van: Co thay
hodc nhiing canh vui vay thud trudc, hodc nhiing
diéu bac ac ctia chong; lam khi ban loan, d6 mé
hoi, khoc hoéng, cusi mé, ngdi phat day vo tay
lén tran:

— Trdi oi! Néu toi bac phudc thi cho toi s6m
lia tran thé, diing d€ toi dién cuong ma lam khd
cho chong con.

N6i dén tiéng con, nang nhé thang San, nhé
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x0t xa, nhé la thudng, muon qua phong con, hun
tran con cho thoa. C6 ndm xudng khoc, hét khoc
thi nhiing tro mong mi ¢ dau lai tudn ra cho réi
ram tinh than.

Co6 thay minh chét roi. Co Josiane vé chu
truong gia thé, thang San dau doi nén tang, ban
quan ci, 4o vai, di dén truéng. Chung ban an
banh, n6 thay them, 4n v6 hdc ma lau nudc mat.
Tan hoc vé, n6 di that tho sau chot, ban ac tam
dda chti, dta thoi. T6i nha me ghé gat gao, cho
dung chén da, daa tre, ngdi trén van ban thiu ma
an ca thitia com ngudi. Rai n6 lam rét bé chén, di
ghé tung bung danh chui. N6 chay tron, ba né
rugt theo bat. Cé6 nam dudi moé ngo thay hét, tic
vi khong biét lam sao ctiu kho cho con. Chong c6
thay co, gia bo thuong yéu, lai gan mon trén.

Ngay luc &y Doan Hiiu Minh bén kia cling
xOn xang tran trd, trach minh, thuong vog, nhé
nhting hai...

Thay choi day nhe budc qua phong hién thé,
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nhin c6 ngt coi nhu ngudi da chét. Thay thuong
hét stc, sé én nam ké, tay gat qua minh...

Chang dé co gidy giua, md hoi dam dé, ng6i
day, ngé chong ho hai. Co6 chap tay nédn ni:

— Toi nghiép con t6i minh 6i! Con than thé
cua toi hdi tanh, minh diing r6 dén!

Thay sting s& khong hiéu gi ca. Cé dao dac
ng6 quanh lan lan dinh tinh lai, hdi chong:

— Minh qua day hoi nao? To6i c6 no6i xam diéu

chi khong?

— Co! Sao minh thoét ra nhiing 16i ghé gém
nhu vay?

— L&i chi dau?
— T6i nghiép con t6i... Than t6i hoi tanh...
CoO cuoi:

- D6 la tai t6i xau chung givut minh ché
khong cd chi. Tai nghe t6i mé nén minh qua phai
khong?
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— Khong. Minh mdi ndi sdng sau khi toi viia
nam ké. Xa nhau khd qua minh 6i!

Chong viia ndi vua xap lai gan, toan kéo vg
vao minh, vuoét ve, an ui. Nhung c6 Dung that
sac, dang ra, hai tay tréo lai trén nguc nhu tuong
che chd lay than ma ndn ni, giong tha thiét, ndo
nong:

— Toi nghiép! Toi nghiép t6i minh! Minh lui
ra khong toi chét mat!

Poan Hiiu Minh nghen ngao.

Than 6i! Vg chong trudc kia dan diu dudng
bao, khang khit duong sao, ngay nay nhu thé nay,
kho tdm biét may.

Thay hidu hét roi.

Riu riu lui ra, nhe nhe déng cua phong, trd
vé nam dai, ti chi ru riét, x4t xa phan vg, btit rit
noi minh. Xa xa tréng canh hét trd roi sang, nhu
hoéi thuc thay phéi sém lo 1am sao, liéu lam sao
ma c6i tham cho ban vang vi mdt ngay vg chiu
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kho la mot thém ndng 16i cia chong la mdt bude
cta co luét dén gan cai chét.

Chét vi tinh ndng, nghia dai!

Tinh nang nghia dai déi v6i ké phi an boi
nghia.
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CHUONG 11
NGHIA CU TINH XUA

((\i/ ia quyén Poan Hiiu Minh da dé&i ¢ noi
vuon.

Thay cé viét tho tuyét giao véi cod Josiane,
c6 ay hoi am t6 101 tiéc thuong va cho hay rang
minh mdi két nghia chau tran v6i mot 6ng chu
hat xiéc.

Cdi tinh ctia hai ngudi, c6 bao nhiéu d6 ma
thoi; ma cai khé ctia c6 Dung lai vo gii han. San
sdc cach nao, an can thé nao, Doan Hiiu Minh
van thady vg 0 dot, héo hon hoai. Thay rau, xem
k¥ lai thi thay thay c6 6m, nét mdt kém tuoi, chi
nghi rang h6m ray vi sy dau dén linh hon ria vay.
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Hom kia, mat troi da 1lan roi, canh vat lan
khuat trong cdi dnh sdng mé md, con moét chut
niia la cdi man t6i tdm ctia ban dém né che lap di
mat. Doan Htu Minh thay vg con diing tan ngan
& vuon hoa, ben lai gan, hoi:

— Biia nay tht bong nao né dep nhut?
C6 Dung giut minh, 10 vé i ngai:

— B{ia nao t6i cing thay c6 moét thu hoa
hudng la dep mai thoi.

— Hoi chiéu minh dn com ngon khong?
— Ngon.

— C6 udng thudc chua?

— Roi.

— Minh...

Thay muon néi diéu chi lai nin di, ma vg
ciing gia nhu khong nghe cai tiéng goi sau dy. Hai
nguoi ding im nhu hinh go6. Giay lat, c6 Dung
nghe chong thé dai, ben noi, va toan tré got.
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— Thoi vo.

Chang dé Poan Hitu Minh nim l4y vat 4o,
nan ni.

— Khoan da minh! Hay ngoi day véi toi mot
chut.

Nang cung ngdi v6i chang trén cdi k.

Im lim! Chi nghe hoi thé ctia Doan Hiu
Minh cdi hoi thé to rang trong tam c6 su cam
giac n6n nao, manh mé. Thay nam tay vg, tay
lanh nhu dong. Tay may thang truong méi dugc
r6 dén ma khong thoi thac.

— Minh lanh sao?

— Lanh! Thoi vo!

— Khoan! T¢i nghiép ma! Minh! Toéi 16i v6i
minh, 16i ndng vo cung, tdi biét rang dau to6i phai
dau doén, phai khé s& bao nhiéu ciing khong
chudc dang. Cai 16i téi, minh da biét roi, biét ma
lam thinh, d€ 6m dau khé du cho dén chét. Minh



150 § H6 Biéu Chanh
chét, t6i song dugc sao minh? Minh cho phép toi
hon ban tay minh nghe, ddng roi t6i xung toi.

Thay sup quy gdi, up mat 1én tay vg. C6 Dung
nghe trén ban tay minh c6 nudc mat chay, bat
gidc cling tam ta chau roi.

— Thoi, minh 6i! Thiét vay, toi da thay, da biét
hét r6i. Minh ngoi déy di, toi thé quén 16i cua
minh ma cting khong hé bao gio chiu nghe minh
nhac lai vé6i tdi rang minh c6 16i d6 nita. T6i sOng
v6i minh.

Thé 1a thay dugc tha 16i r6i. Tu day chang
phai ¢ thé nao hau gay dung cai hanh phudc ngay
xua, cai hanh phuéc ddc nhit vo nhi ma thiéu
chut ntia da tan tanh, d6i ra su that vong vo bién

vO tan.






