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CHUONG 19

II 6i ntia chiéu, nang ui ui ché khong
gat, may mong mong dong tu chum.

Dudi song nudce 16n chay 16 do, trén vuon
gi6 quat nhanh quan quai.

Tu ngay Vuong Thé Phung lam dé lai tai
nha quan B6 Chanh Dinh Tudng thi chang &
ddu nha ba hai Tién, la mot ba gia khong chong
khong con, 6 dya mé rach Vinh Tuodng.

Hom nay trong nha ranh viéc, chang vé

s6m, nén thung thang di theo mé rach ma hiing
mat.
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Chang tho thin trén bg dua, khi cti nhin
dong nudc chay trong veo, khi ngudc coi bay
soc chuyén ran rat.

Canh hitu tinh httu thu, chang duong vui
vGi canh, bong dau lai thay c6 mot chiéc xudng
nho budt dua mé rach, chang ben hoi ma mugn,
roi budc xudng xuong boi ma di choi.

Troi mat, nudce trong, canh vui, thuyén nhe
khién cho ngudi nhan du tho théi trong long.

Thé Phung boi vai cdi, r6i ngoi dam ma
nham canh, ngé hai bén thi thiy dtia danh véi
cau phoi 14, nha nup dué6i bong im lim. Chang
di dugc hon mét khic sdong, bong thay dua géc
cay duia quan de' trén mat nudc, c6 mdt nang
thiéu nd, tuodi chting 16i d6i muoi, tuéng mao
doan trang, mdt may sang rd, duong ngodi cam
can cau ma cau ca. Phia sau lung nang ay, cach
ch6 nang ngdi chling mudi budc, lai thdy co
moét ong gia khong cé rau, tédc cut ma da bac
trang, bd tich rat ham hti, 6ng chap tay sau dit

1 nghiéng ra, xoe ra xa
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ngo6 nang lom lom, dudng nhu 6ng ding giti
gin, hodc sg nang té nhao xuong song, hodc sg
ké gian ap bat trom.

Thé Phung thiy ngudi con gai dung nhan
tudn tu, thud nay chua tling gap gai nao dep
bdng, bdi vay chang da boi xuong qua khoi roi,
ma con quay dau lai ma dom. Ong gia thdy cu
chi ctia chang nhu vy, chac 1a 6ng khong viia
long, nén 6ng 16 mat ngé luém luom.

Thé Phung hiéu y 6ng nén chang chum
chim cudi r6i boi xudng di tuot khong dam ngé
lai nita. Chang tha tréi xuong theo dong nudc
ma ngam canh thi canh khong vui nhu hoi nay
nta, tri chang cu tudng tugng hinh dang cua
nguoi con gai ay hoai. Chang beén quay xudng
boi trd vé, cd y muodn thay mdt ngudi xinh dep
mot 14n nita cho r6 rang, chang dé xudng cua
chang chua téi, thi ngudi con gai dy da diing
ddy vac can cau di vo nha, ong gia cling di theo,
bdi vay chang di téi thi chi con cdi goc diia quan
tro tro ché chang thiy ai niia hét.
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Thé Phung vé nha thi thiét khong cha y
dén viéc minh gap g6 hoi chiéu cho lam.

Nhung ma t6i lai, ba hai Tién ngu roi,
chang d& sich ra ma doc, thi tri bang hoang,
long khoan khodi, tuy long khong muon tuéng
ma tri ci tudng ngudi my nit ngoi cau dua goc
dtia do hoai.

Qua ngay sau, chang trong cho mau t6i
chiéu ddng c6 muon xudng ma di ngang qua
noi ky ngd, hodc may c6 thdy mét ngudi ngoc
niita ching. Chang dé chiéu bia sau tréi mua
dam dé¢, lam cho chang phdi ép minh ma 6 nha,
nghi vi tr&i nhu vay khong 1€ ngudi ta ngdi cau
dugc ma minh di cho that cong.

Tu ay vé sau, chiéu biia nao trdi tot chang
cling di, nhung ma di thi ngd gbc cay diia quan
roi tré vé, chd khong thay my nii ngdi cau niia.

Co6 mot bita chang boi xudng di qua, chang
thady ong gia duong ding dua clia ma ngo
xuong rach.
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Chang mudn ghé lai hoi tham didng lam
quen, ma roi chang nghi, néu ghé thi biét noi
chuyén gi, lai chang nhé bo tuéng 6ng gia ham
hti, béi vay chang du du roi di ludén khong dam
ghé.

Mot dém no chang ngoi doc sach, ma trong
long bung khudng hon cac btia khac.

Dén ntia canh hai, chang x€p sach lai roi
budc di ra ngoai dudng. Trén trdi manh trang
khuyét bi may an lu lu; dudi dat tau dtia che nén
cho mao cho to. Thé-Phung di tho than trén bo
diia, nha 6 theo dudng déu ngt im lim. Chang
di mot khic xa xa bong thdy c6 mot cai choi
14, cOt xiéu, vach rdch, ma trong choi thi chong
den leo lét va c6 hai ba ngudi di qua di lai noi
chuyén ram ri. Chang dom xudng mé rach lai
thay c6 mot chiéc ghe ludon duong dau ngay cai
choi ay.

Chang budc t6i chling vai chuc budc, chang
lai thiy cé mdt khuic cay kho ai d€ dua goc cay
dia lun.
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Chang bén ngodi ghé trén khuc cay 4y ma
nghi chon. Chang duong suy nghi khong biét
ai ma hoi ngudi my nt minh thay hém no la
con cua ai, c6 chong hay chua, nién canh dugc
bao nhiéu tudi.

Thinh linh may ngudi & trong choi la di ra,
hai ngudi dan ong di trudc, mot ngudi dan ba
di sau.

Hai ngudi dan 6ng moéi ngudi déu c6 cam
mot vat trong tay, song troi toi nén khong ro
cam cdy hay la dao mac chi do.

Hai ngudi dan 6ng nhdy xudng chiéc ghe
ludn roi mot ngudi gay cheéo (quay qua mot
vong d€ xiét chat), con mot ngudi lo nho sao.
Nguai dan ba diing trén bo noi rang:

— Thang cha d6 bo di lam. Hai nguoi lam
lai n6 hay khong? Thoéi d€ kéu thém vai ngudi
nia roi khac sé di.

Nguoi duong gay chéo do dép rang:
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— N6 gidi tao cho n6 mot mac dut dau,
ddng cho no gidi.

— Trong nha c6 may nguoi?

— C6 mdt minh né véi con Thu Van.

— C6 nha nao 6 gan do6 hon?

— C6. Ma hai gi.

— Nha & cho nao dau?

— O trong kia, ma phia séng bén. Ché cay
dtia quan dé.

Hai ngudi dan 6ng x6 ghe ra roi chéo di vo
phia trong ngon. Ngudi dan ba xay lung tré vo
choi.

Tuy nhiing 16i n6i ctia bon nay ndi véi nhau
khong dugc r6 cho lam, nhung ma ching né
ban soan di lai chd cdy dua quan, dang lam di
v6i mot nguoi & choé do véi con Thu Van, ché
khong c6 ngudi nao khac trong nha; baéi vay
Thé Phung nghe rdi trong long phat nghi, sg e
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bon ndy toan muu lam hai 6ng gia v6i nang my
n minh duong chu y do.

Chang ngdi im lim coi chting ngudi dan ba
da vo choi rdi, chang méi ding day buon ba di
vé nha. Chang xuong chiéc xudng chang hay
muon ma di choi dé, rdi boi riét theo chiéc ghe
ludn hoi nay, tay thi boi, ma tri thi suy nghi,
khong biét nang my n&t minh gdp hom no c6
phai tén la Thu Van hay khong.

Chang boi doc theo mé, dudng nhu cé y di
1én khong mudn cho ai thay.

Khi gan t6i cay dua quan, chang ngoi dam
rdi chong mat ma dom.

Chang thay qua c6 chiéc ghe luon dau tai
dé. Chang tinh rinh coi cho biét bon di chiéc
ghe ludn muon lam sy gi, chang 1én ghé xuong
vO mot cdi u dang xa, rdi nhay 1én bg, tay cam
cay dam, sé 1én di qua nha 6ng gia thay hom
no.
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Chang vua di t6i thi nghe c6 tiéng nguoi
diing ngoai dudng kéu ctia.

Chang méi nup ngoai hang rao rinh nghe
coi dong tinh thé nao. Chang dom xudng mé
rach thi thay chiéc ghe luon dau dé khong c6 ai
& dudi ghe. Chang vach rao ngé vo san thi thay
dang c6 hai ngudi duong dung do.

Trong nha dot deén rdi 6ng gia mé ctia bude
ra hoi rang:

— Ai d6? Lam giong gi ma kéu ctia chiing
nay?

Hai ngudi ¢ ngoai x6c¢ x0c¢ di v0, ngudi di
trudc dap rang:

— T6i ma. Toi ghé tham con Thu Van.

Thé Phung ngdé thay hai ngudi 14n 6ng gia
ma vO nha; 0ng gia diing gilia clia, muon can
ma can khong kip, nén 6ng cling xdy lung ma
budc vo nha.
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Thé Phung muén thay cho r6 bon ay toan
lam viéc gi, nén chang quén sy nguy hiém, tay
cam cdy dam, chay a v0 san roi dung nép tai
dau x6ng bén td ma rinh. May nho tam vach
xong dung khong kin, nén chang ding ngoai
ma ngo6 thady trong nha ré6 rang. Chang thay
hai dda méi vao nha d6 mdt may hung ac, ma
chang coi ky lai thi dda l6n rau ria, mat thon,
chiing mét thang nay né vo ra trong dinh quan
B6 Chanh hai ba 14n, lai 1an nao né vo6 n6 con
noéi chuyén xam xi v6i quan 16n, ma hé né di
roi thi coi b quan 16n khong dugc vui.

Ong gia nheo mét nhin hai ngudi la 4y r6i
héi rang:

— Hai chu ¢ dau lai? Dén nha t6i cé viéc gi?
Ngudi rau ria mat thon dap rang:

— Ong quén tdi hay sao? Toi la cha nudi cua
con Thu Van day.

— O, g! Té ra chu 1a B6 Cam ha?
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— Phai. Toéi la D6 Cam.

Vuong Thé Phung diing ngoai nghe nguoi
ay xung tén la D6 Cdm, chang suc nhé 16i cua
cha tr6i rang ngudi 4y la an nhon cta cha, hé
gap thi phdi lo dén on ddp nghia thé cho cha,
bdi vay chang ngo ngén trong long, khong biét
liéu 1€ nao.

Nguoi nay thiét 1a D6 Cam.

Con 6ng gia cht nha day ciing thiét qua la
Lé Van Do.

Trong 10 ndm nay hai ngudi nay di dau,
lam viéc gi, ma ngay nay sao lai gdp nhau?

S6 la ndm Canh Ty (1840 - nhdm Minh
Mang nhi thap nhut nién) Lé Van D¢ di véi
ong sau Théi lén Ving Gu chudc con Thu Van
roi, 6ng mdi tim kiém chd nuong nau, trudc
dugc an On tam than dang lo nu6i duéng Thu
Van cho téi khon 16n, sau ntta ¢ nguoi hay
chii day con Thu Van hoc, ding cho né biét 1
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nghi, thong kinh su, theo nhu 16i 6ng da hta
v6i nang Anh Nguyét nim xua.

Ong lén vam Ky Hon, tim dén chua Binh
An Ty, 6ng vao bach doéi v6i 6ng Hoa Thugng
rang Thu Vén la con nha giau sang, rai cha me
khuat sém, nén khong ai bdo boc. Ong 14 téi té
trong nha, khi cha cua Thu Van gan chét, kho-
ng biét ai ma géi gadm con, nén giao nd cho 6ng
va cdy ong nuoi dudng dum. Phan 6ng dot nat,
liéu thé khong kham, nén 6ng vao chua xin &
ddng cay dao chung day dum con Thu Véan hoc.
Ong lai 14y ra 200 nén bac véi céi binh va bo
chén ma géi cho dng Hoa Thugng noi dbi rang
tai vat 4y 1a ctia cha me Thu Véan dé€ lai nén 6ng
xin gdi, chting nao Thu Van khon 16n roi 6ng
sé lay lai ma giao cho noé.

Ong Hoa Thugng tin 161, nén thau tai vat
ma cat gium, va cho Lé Van D¢, sau Théi véi
Thu Van & trong chtia. Lé Van D6 véi 6ng sau
Théiben thi phat & lam cong qua cho Phat. Moi
ngay hai ngudi lo lam vuon, ganh nudc, gia
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gao, quét chua. Con Thu Van tuy con nho, ma
mat may coi sang lang, an ndi cé khudn phép,
bdi vay trong chua tii Hoa Thugng cho t6i dao
chung ai thay né cling déu thuong.

Trong chlia c6 mdt 6ng Gido tho khi trudc
hoc gioi, ma khong céd mang, di thi rét hoai,
nén gian méi di tu. Hoa Thugng cat 6ng hé c6
ranh thi phai day con Thu Van hoc. Thu Van
nhd vay nén mdéi c6 thay gioi ma hoc st kinh.

Dén nam At Ty (1845) ong sau Théi gia
quad, nén dau so sai c6 may bita ma ong ty tran.

Lé Van D¢ lay lam thuong ti€c, ma roi 6ng
lai sg, vi 6ng cling gia roi néu 6ng chét nhu
ong sau Thdi niia, thi con Thu Van con ai ma
nuong dua.

Qua nam Canh Tu4t (1850 nham Tu Dtc
tam nién) Thu Van dugc 20 tudi hoc da gidi ma
cling du tri khon. Bita no Lé Van D4 nghe tin
Tu Hai Yén ngo6i B6 Chanh tai Dinh Tudng,
ong mdi tinh dem Thu Van 1én dé ma &, ddng
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lo muu tinh ké lIam cho cha con nhin nhau,
trudc la Hai Yén khai trai luan thudng, sau niia
ong hoan toan phan su.

Tuy 6ng sau Théi da cé thuat ro su Hai Yén
bac béo me con Anh Nguyét cho dng nghe ré6i,
song ong khong muon té viéc ay lai cho Thu
Van nghe lam chi. Ong tinh thdm trong tri r6i
ong ban v6i Hoa Thugng ma xin dat Thu Van
di.

Hoa Thugng thay Thu Van da khon 16n ro6i,
ong khong nd cam & trong chuia ntia, nén ong
cho di, va 6ng dem 200 nén bac véi binh chén
g6i hoi trudc ma giao lai cho Lé Van D6.

Lé Van D¢ dat Thu Van 1én Dinh Tudng,
xung tén minh la sau Théi, mua mot cdi nha la
nhoé dua mé rach Vinh Tudng ma & c6 y cho
dip sé cho Thu Van gidp mdt cha.

Ong & d6 chua dugc méy ngay thi ké Thé
Phung gdp Thu Van ngoi cau ca.
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Con D6 Cim tli ngay nd cho Lé Vin Do
chuéc con Thu Van roi thi vg chong né tiéc
hoai, chdng phai chiing n6 thuong nhé chi ma
ti€c, chuing no ti€c la tiéc khong doi tién nhiéu
hon ntia. Nén bac cho chudc con Thu Van an
khong bao lau thi da tiéu hét, rdi ngheo ciing
trd lai ngheo nhu ¢t ma tanh gian ac cting chua
chiu bo tanh xua. Vg chong D6 Cdm ban nha
ctia roi di qua xu khdac lam dn. Chung n6 di
dén dau cliing ngheo hoai, dén ndm Canh Tuat
lan téi Dinh Tudng, nghe Tu Hai Yén ngoi BoO
Chanh tai d6, b6 CAm mdi lan mo vao dinh
ma ké cong kho ngay xua, dang xin tién xin
bac.

Hai Yén thdy mat D6 Cam thi khong vui,
nhung vi ndm xua quan I6n da c6 lam mot viéc
khong tot, ma viéc &y D6 Cam ro hét, bsi vay
quan 16n khong muon lau viéc ay ra nén quan
16n phai ép long ma nhin D6 Cidm va moi lan
dén tham quan I6n cho mdt quan tién, cling
nhu may phtit cai miéng D6 Cam cho yén.
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Vg chong D6 Cadm khong hiéu tinh y cua
Hai Yén, tuong Hai Yén thuong minh nén cho
tién, mai kiém mot cai choi rach dua mé rach
Vinh Tudng ma &, cd y trong nhd quan B6
Chanh nu6i cho man doi.

Mot biia no, D6 Cam di choi, ngd thay Lé
Van D6 dung trude nha véi con Thu Van. Tuy
Lé Van D¢ da gia, va tuy Thu Van da l6n rdj,
nhung ma D6 Cim thiy guong mat thi nhé
lién, N6 vé thudt chuyén ay lai cho vg nghe.
Vg chong mdi ban tinh véi nhau, phai lap thé
bat con Thu Van lai r6i dem né vao dinh B6
Chanh, nhu Hai Yén nhin con thi cho chudc,
con nhu Hai Yén khong chiu nhin thi ham doa,
lam nhu vay méi cé bac nhiéu.

Vg chong tinh hét stic ma khong biét lam
sao bat con Thu Van lai dugc, cung thé r6i maéi
toan dung vo nén ciy thang Hanh, 1a dda con
do, 6 gan do, hiép stic dén nha Lé Vian D6 lam
di ma bat Thu Van. D6 Cdm tudng thi ké luc
ntia dém khong ai hay, chang dé Vuong Thé
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Phung tinh c¢& nghe dudc, r6i di theo coi cho 1o
hanh tang ctia ké toan lam quay:.

Tuy Thé Phung la con nha nho van, thué
nay chang hé tdp v nghé, nhung ma chang
thdy bon bat luong toan lam hai cai nha chang
duong lap thé cau than, thi chang khong ké stic
yéu thé co, quyét pho khon ctiu nguy ma lam
nghia. Chang cam cay dam dung ngoai vach
ham ham dgi hé bon ay lam viéc chi khong
phai, thi chang nhay vao ma tiép ctu.

Thinh linh chang nghe mét dda xungla b6
C4m thi chang bién sac, dliing ngo ngéin, kho-
ng biét liéu 1é nao. Néu lam hai D6 Cam thi
trdi voi 101 troi ctia cha. Néu 1am li bo di vé, thi
chdang nhiing 13 minh gitp ké bit luong lam
viéc quay ma c6 1€ minh con mang cdi tdi thay
nguoi ngay bi hai ma minh khong ctu, nhut la
nguoi ngay ay la ngudi trong than ctia nang my
nd minh duong trom nhé tham yéu...

Chang duong bung khuang bong nghe ong
gia Lé Van D6 héi rang:
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— Chu dén nha t6i lam chi?
— Pén tham con Thu Van.

— Cht muon dén thdm, sao khong dén luc
ban ngay, dgi ntia dém roi méi dén?

- Oi! Bén chiing nao lai khong dugc. Con
Thu Van né nga dau? Ong kéu n6 day ding toi
coi ndm nay né bao 16n.

— N6 ngu, kéu no lam chi. Chu thuong yéu
gi n6 ma tham!

— Ua! Lio gia ndy néi ky dii hon kia! Ta
nudi né may nam sao lai khong thuong?

— Chu diing ¢6 noi nhiéu chuyén. Chua ma
thuong yéu ai? Chu thuong dong tién ché. May
toi dem no di, ché phai t6i dé nd & véi chu it
ngay niia chac né chét.

— Sao ma chét?

— Chua hanh ha day doa than n6 qua ché
sao.
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— Hu! Khéo néi! To6i héi thiét ong vay ché

bay gi¢ 6ng khong chiu cho t6i thdm con toi
hay sao né?

— Khong. Toi khong mudn cho chu thdm
do.

— Sao vay?
— Thdm lam gi?

b6 Cdm gidn do mat, day lai ngd thing
Hanh, thay né ding dua cay cdt chong mat
luom luom, dudng nhu ché D6 Cam lam di
ddng no co ra tay.

Lé Van D¢ thay bo tich hai ngudi nhu vay
thi 6ng nghi ching né mu6n hanh hung, song
ong ding nghiém chinh tinh tdo nhu thudng,
sdc mit coi chang co vé lo sg chi hét.

b6 Cdm vuot rau réi ng6d ngay dng ma noi
16n rang:

— Toi noéi cho 6ng biét, hoi trudec 6ng lam
ngang 6ng bat con nhd t6i. T6i chay theo toi
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doi, 6ng ché di tudt, 6ng khong chiu tra. May
ndm nay toi tim ong hét stic khong gép. Bay gio
toi gap ong day, vay dng phai tra con nho tdi lai
cho t6i, néu 6ng khong tra 6ng coi toi.

— To6i lam sao ma néi t6i lam ngang. Toi
chudc n6 mot nén bac, chu lay bac chu an, ché
phai to6i bat khong hay sao.

— Ma bay gid toi khong chiu, toi bat nd lai,
ong phai trad n6 cho toi.

— Tra sao dugc! Chu c6 phai 1a cha me, hay
la chua bac gi né hay sao ma chu doi.

— Vay ché ong lai ba con gi v6i no6 hay sao
ma ong dugc bat no.

— To6i khong ba con véi n6 ma t6i dugc nuoi
no, béi vi me néd giao no cho t6i nuodi.

— Ong néi ldo. Toi c6 di tim dén Can Duéc
ma hoi thim, thi ho n6i Anh Nguyét chét da

l4u roi. Sao dng dam dén 6ng gat t6i ma bat con
nhdé? Néu 6ng chiu giao con nhé lai cho t6i thi
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ém, ché néu dng cudng ly, toi thua véi quan Bo
ngai dong gong ong da, toi than v6i quan Bo
lam, néi cho 6ng biét.

— Chu than véi ai thi mac chu, chu kién
dén dau thi chu kién. Chu tuéng déau chu ham
doa nhu vay réi t6i sg chu hay sao?

— Théang cha gia ndy ndi hoi cting dii chd!
Thiét khong chiu giao con nho hay sao?

— Khong. Giao sao dugc.
— Thang cha gia nay téi s6 roi!

Lé Vin D6 nghe ham niia, thi chum chim
cudi, song mat ong ngé D6 Cidm tran tran,
dudng nhu 6ng thach b6 CAm mudn lam viéc
chi thi lam thu cho 6ng coi.

b6 Cam thdy cti chi 6ng gia nhu vay cang
thém gian, nén vai tay sau lung rut ra mot cai
madc, 16i chdn von nhay t6i ma chém Lé Van
D4. Ching dé ong gia tudi da cao, ma mat con
lanh, stic con manh, 6ng thdy D6 Cam dua cai
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madc lén ma chém ong, thi 6ng tran qua mot
bén, r6i mdt tay ong chup cai mac, mot tay ong
bép hong D6 Cam, hai ngudi lay quay vat véi
nhau.

b6 Cam bi bop hong thd ¢ ¢, song rang
kéu:

— Hanh, tiép tao.

Tén Hanh rut cdi bua trong lung ra roi a vo
muon bua Lé Van Do.

Ong gia thiét 1a le, 6ng thdy tén Hanh vo
tiép, ong vut b6 Cam xay tron, hé tén Hanh
ding phia nao, 6ng ct day lung D6 Cim qua
phia dd hoai, bdi vay Hanh va bua ma chém
khong dugc.

Thu Van nay gi¢ diing nup trong buéng ma
nghe hai ngudi cai 1on, chling nang nghe lui
hui méi 16 dau ra ma dom. Nang thay D6 véi
Cidm duong vat nhau, ma Hanh lai vo ti€p thi
nang kinh khung nén la bai hai rang:
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— B& ngudi ta, ho giét dng toi day ne, bs
nguoi ta!

Thé Phung ding ngoai rinh nghe cai 1on,
lai vach 14 ma dom.

Chtling chang thdy D6 Cidm rat mac ra,
toan lam di, thi chang chay vo, s& tam chang
tinh can hai dang, ché khong tinh danh dap
ké hung ac. Chang vtia budc vo t6i ctia, bong
nghe tiéng Thu Van cau ctu, lai thay tén Hanh
ham hé toan bua Lé Vin D6 thi cdi tdnh khang
khai binh hién luong ghét hung bao ctia chang
né phat 1én, chang khong con nhé su gi khac
hon la trt hai thang con d6 duong toan giét
mot nguoi ngay, bdi vay hai tay chang nam cay
dam ma btia ngang qua cin c6 tén Hanh mot
cai bop, n6 ngd nam dai dudi dat, cai bua lan ra
xa lac. Thé Phung dap luon trén canh tay mat
cia D6 Cdm mot cay ntia. D6 Cidm gan gay
canh tay, nén buong cai mac cho Lé Van Do.

Lé Van D¢ lay dugc cdi mdc roi, ma ong
khong thtia dip 4y ma chém D6 Cdm lai, 6ng
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chi ndm c6 ma x6 né ra mdt cai manh qua, lam
cho D6 Cam té ngtia dap dau vo ctia la cham
nghe mot cdi am.

Thé Phung mot tay cam cay dam, mot tay
chong nanh diing ngo hai thang bat luong 4y
ludm ludm.

Con Thu Van véi Lé Van D6 khong biét
Thé Phung la ai, & dau ma vao ctiu minh mau
le nhu vay, nén cham chi nhin chang, quén coi
chting D6 Cam véi tén Hanh.

b6 Cam liéu thé khong xong, nén bi x6 té
roi thi lom coOm ngdi day va bo ra san ma chay.
Tén Hanh 6m céan ¢6 va cdm rém budc ra ctia
r6i cling chay theo B6 Cam.

Thé Phung, Lé Van D6 véi Thu Van ding
coi bon D6 Cam di, khong ai tinh bat bugc chi
hét, vi moi ngudi déu cdé mot y riéng.

Thé Phung vi chii hi€u nén phai lam lo; Lé
Van D4 thi vi sg lau viéc ctia minh, nén khong
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gdy tung, con Thu Vén thi s¢g D6 Cdm bat minh
lai, nén khong ddm hé moi.

00o0

Bon D6 Cém di ro6i, Thé Phung day lai thay
ban tay trdi ctia Lé Van D6 mau chay rong rong.
Chang tudng ong bi D6 Cdm chém trung, nén
14t dat nam tay 6ng dat lai gan dén ma coi.

Lé Vin D6 noi rang:

— Chut dinh, khong hai gi. T6i danh cai mac
v6i né nén dtt tay, ché khong phdi né chém
trang toi dau.

Thé Phung coi ky thi thiét qua trong long
ban tay ong dut mét dudng dai, tuy mdu ra
nhiéu, song dau dut khong sau. Chang ben hoi
nang Thu Van lay ruét trdi cau tuci ma nhai
dap dap ddng cho chang dap trén dau dut ma
cam mau. Nang nhai cau roi dua cho chang.
Chang lai xin mot miéng gié, roi dat cau vo ma
nit tay ong lai.
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Thé Phung dugc gan Thu Van méi thay ro6
dung mao ctia nang - nudc da trang do, mai
toc den thui, cdp chon may nhé riic ma cong
vong, cap con mat hiitu tinh ma sang r&. Rang
trang non lai thém lai thém moi son che day,
ma miéng bau lai c6 lung hai dong tién. Guong
mdt da htiu duyén ma ban tay lai diu nhiéu;
tuéng di da yéu diéu, ma tiéng ndi lai trong
ngan. Thiét [a sac nudc huong troi, thay xa phai
dong tinh, thay gan phai mé man.

Thé Phung nit tay cho Lé Van D6 ma trong
long ngdn ngo ngo ngan quén hét thé sy, cu
tudng ng duyén.

Lé Vian D6 d€ cho chang lam xong ro6i 6ng
méi ndi rang:

— Thiét t6i mang on cau nhi€u qud. Néu
khong c6 cdu cuiu toi, chac la to6i mang hai.

Thé Phung lai van ma ngoi, mat thi liéc ngé
Thu Van, song miéng thi dap v6i Lé Van Do
rang:
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— Ong thiét 1a gidi. Téi khen 6ng 1am. Ong

da gia cd, ma suc luc con manh qua. Ching né

t6i hai dda, lai cdam méc cam bua, 6ng c6 mot

minh, lai tay khong, ma chung né khong lam
ndi. Gidi thiét chd.

— Bay gi¢ toi da yéu hon hoi trai nhiéu. Hoi
nay toi lay quiy véi thang D6 Cdm c6 mot chut
ma téi dd mét duodi. Phai ma ciu ti€p ctu tré
mot chut, toi s¢g thang kia né chém t6i dugc.
Thiét t6i mang on cau qua. Thua cau, khong
biét cau la ai, von ngudi 6 dau, tén ho la chi, xin
cho toi biét.

— T6i ho Vuong tén Thé Phung, t6i goc &
pht Tan An, cha me khuat sém, t6i di du hoc
may thang nay, t6i lam dé lai tai dinh quan B6
ma chd dén ndm Ty ddng di thi.

— Bay gi6 nha cau & dau?

— Téi & phia ngoai kia ma & mé song bén.

Lé Van D6 ngoi ldng thinh, ma coi sac mat
Ong thi biét 6ng duong suy nghi.
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Thu Van ngo6i trén cdi chdng phia bén kia,
lai ng6i nham cai béng cay cot, nang bén cat
tiéng hoi Thé Phung rang:

— Thua cdu, hoi nay cé 1é cau ding dau
ngoai san hay sao, ma t6i vtia la 1én thi cau chay
vo lién?

Nang hoi thiét tinh, ma vi Thé Phung c6
y riéng nén chang hd then. Chang bg ngo nén
ndi 4 6 rang:

— Toi diing ngoai. Toi di choi ... Toi nghe

— Thiét hoi nay toi thay thang cha kia rat
cai bua ra, chén von muon phu ma chém 6ng
toi, thi toi hét hon hét via. Toéi la bai-hai, toi sg
chung nd giét ong t6i, tdi la dut ti€éng, thi cau
nhay vé danh thing kia mot ciy té nhao vang
cai bua, t6i miing qua. Néu khong c6 cau cuu,
thi ching giét 6ng t6i rdi chac la ching bat toi.
Cau di choi ma cau lam dugc mot cai on 16n
qua.
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— Khong phai toi di choi ma gap. Toi hay
chung n6 ban soan di lam hai ngudi ta. Tuy
1a t6i khong r6 chung né mudn dén nha nao,
song toi cling nom theo ma coi. Chang de toi
thdy ching né vo day. Téi méi lan vo theo vong
ding tai dau x6ng day ma rinh, chting t6i thay
chung né lam di t6i méi nhay vo ché.

— May qua!
— May thiét.

Thé Phung ndéi “may thiét” ma chang lai
ngo6 Thu Van ma cudi. Nang cing chum chim
cudi. Chang day qua hoi Lé Van D¢ rang:

— Thua 6ng, khong biét co day la con hay la
chédu cta 6ng vay?

— Chau.

— Hoi nay t6i ding ngoai he, t6i nghe thing
D6 Cam ¢6 cai 1é véi 6ng, no6 ¢ ba con chi véi
cd day hay khong?

— Khong.
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— Sao hoi nay nd xung no la cha nuoi?

— S0 la vay, dé toi ndi cho cdu nghe. Hoi
con nay dugc tam chin tudi, me né muén vg
chong thing P6 Cim nudi. Me né di xa roi
mac dau 6m long dong vé rudc né khong dugc.
Chling me n6 chét, me ndé mdi cay toi rudc ma
nuodi dum. Téi dén rudc thi thdy vg chong Do
C4m nd hanh ha cdi than con nho hét stic, com
bifa doi biia no, 4o quan lang thang luéi thudi,
ngu thi ngt chudng heo chuodng vit, ma né con
danh dap chudi bdi t6i ngay. Toi xin rudc con
nho né doi tién nuoi téi mot thang mot quan
lai con doi tién 4o tién quan, tién thay tién
thuoc. Toi phai tra cho né t6i mot nén bac, né
mdéi chiu cho tdi rudc. Vg chong thiang do thiét
1a d6 4c nghiét. Vay ma hoi nay n6 con hdm né
di cdo t6i. N6 ndi nd than véi quan Bé lam, dé
no6 lam cho téi bi dong gong. Cau liéu thi coi
ndé cé thé lam hai t6i dugc hon cau?

— T6i thay né 16i mét thang nay né vo ra
trong dinh quan B6 thuong. Chac la né quen
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vGi quan B6. Tuy vy ma 6ng dling sg. D€ sang
mai toi té trudc viéc ndy cho quan B hay. Co
toi day, n6 khong lam gi ma hai dén 6ng dugc
dau.

Thu Véan nghe Thé Phung ndi nhu véy thi
nang budc lai rung rung nudc mat va noi rang

— Xin cau thuong gium théan ctia 6ng chau
toi. Cau lam phudc bao boc dum, on cta cau
ddu ngan nam 6ng chau t6i cling con ghi tac.

Thé Phung nghe tiéng diu dang thi chang
mé mén, ma nghe hoi bi tham thi chang dong
long, béi vay chang ngdi ngdm nghi mot hoi
roi hoi nang rang :

— Néu vay thi c6 khong c6 ba con véi Do
C4m?

— Thua, khong.

— Ma ¢6 cling khong c6 ba con véi 6ng day?

— Thua ... Thua, co ché.
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— Ba con lam sao?

— Thua, ma t6i hoi trudc kéu ong toi day
bang chu.

— Néu vay thi c6 sg viéc gi?

— Thua cau, D6 Cam da hung dii, ma lai
quy quyét lam. To6i sg nd than thich véi quan,
nd on-i, quan nghe no, roi day t6i phai bdé o6ng
toi ddy ma di theo nd. Toi noéi thiét, néu quan
day nhu vay thi chac toi ty van to6i chét, ché toi
khong danh bé 6ng t6i.

— Xin c6 duing cé buon. D€ sang mai toi to
trudc viéc nay cho quan Bo hay.

— Xin cau lam phuéc dum.

— Pugc. Khong sao dau. DE t6i té véi quan
B4 roi chiéu mai t6i qua t6i ndi lai cho 6ng véi
c0 hay.

— Cau co long chiéu co, thiét on ay dang
ngan vang.
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— C6 chi dau ma goi rang on.

— Cau da cuu ong chau toi khoi chét, bay

gi® cau con lo bao boc biia, dudng ay la on sau
nghia ndng, ché con doi sao nia.

— Co6 ndi nghia thi t6i chiu, ché ding cé
noi on.

Chang tra 16i nhu vay ma lai liéc nang va
chum chim cudi.

Nang hdi y nén cti mat thoi lui, khong cai
niia.

Tréng don da trd canh nam. Thé Phung bén
ti Lé Van D6 v6i Thu Van ma vé. Lé Vin Do
dua chang ra t6i cai g, cho budc chiéc xudng
hoi nay.

Luc chang x6 xuong ra ma di 6ng con ddn
VOi rang:

— Xin ciu té dum véi quan B, roi lam on
cho t6i hay.
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Thé Phung dap rang:
~ Chiéu mai t6i qua. Ong v6 nghi di.

Thé Phung boi xuong vé ngang cdi choi cua
D6 Cém thi thdy chiéc ghe ludn khong cé dudi
bén, ma trén choi cling vang teo.

Sang btia sau chang v6 dinh ma lam viéc.
May gdp btia quan B6 vui, chang bén dem
chuyén D6 Cidm hanh hung h6i hom ma thuét
lai cho quan B6 nghe. Nhon dip 4y chang lai to
cho quan B6 hay trudc rang D6 Cam sé vao ctia
cdng cdo gian ngudi ta, nén chang xin quan Bo
ché tin 16i ctia ké quay.

Quan B6 nghe r6 ro6i ngai cudi va ndi rang:

— Ta biét vg chong thang d6 lam. Chung n6
gian tra quy quyét khong ai bi kip. Hoi ta 1én
Gia Dinh ma thi ta c6 & ddu nha né may thang.
N6 thtia sy quen biét 4y nén bay gic dén day
lam bd chét déi ma xin tién hoai. Ta khong né
dudi no, ma néu nd lam quay thi ta phai lam
hai né. Mi coi chting hé né c6 lam bay viéc gi
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nia, thi phai bAm cho ta hay.

Thé Phung vi chi tinh ma cdo D6 Cim;
chang nghe quan B6 néi nhu vay thi chang
muing. Nhung ma vé dén nha chang nhé bo
Cdm la an nhon cta cha chang, chang gap
nguoi chang da khong tra on, ma con lai lo
ngan tré duong di ctia ngudi niia, thé thi chang
bat hi€u véi cha biét chiing nao. Ban dau chang
tu trach chang lam trai ma chang trong tinh
hon la hiéu, béi vay chang buon buc vo cung.

Ma r6i chang nghi lai tuy D6 Cam la an
nhon cta cha, tuy cha c¢6 di ngon hé ngay sau
gap D6 Cam thi phai tra on thé cho cha, song
nay minh gip D6 Cim duong lam viéc hung
ac, co ly nao minh phai vi on riéng 4y ma giup
cho no6 lam quay cho dugc. Cha minh la ngudi
nghia sichon chanh, vi dau dich than cha minh
gap Do-Cam lam quiy thi cling khong n& gitp
cho nd, huong chi la minh. Dén héi hdm minh
tha cho no di, khong né bat no, 4y la tra on cho
nd roi. Bay gio minh can khéong muon dé cho
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né lam quay ntia, ay la minh trd on thém cho
no, ché phai minh hai né hay sao ma sg trdi y
cha.

Thé Phung suy xét cung ly roi chang méi
hét buon. Tuy vdy ma trong long chang van
con ai ngai. Chang beén tinh dé chang néi trudc
cho D6 Cim biét ding diling ¢ 1am qudy niia,
ché néu dé no lam qudy, quan B6 hai n6, minh
chang khoi an nan.

bén chiéu, an com rdi, Thé Phung muogn
xuong di qua nha Lé Van D6. Chang mudn gédp
mdt Thu Van cho mau, nén boi riét. Nhung ma
khi di ngang choi D6 Cam chang nhé viéc ctia
chang, nén ghé lai dang phan tran phai quay
cho b6 Cam nghe.

Chang budc vo choi thi thay D6 Cidm
duong nam trén cdi chong, ngudi vo 1a Thi Phi
thi duong lang xdng trong bép lo ndu com.

D6 Cadm thay Thé Phung thi 16m cdm ngoi
day, tay trai d6 canh tay madt, con mat thi ngé
Thé Phung tran tran.
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Thé Phung cudi va héi rang:

— Tay chu con dau hay sao?

— Dau.

— Chu biét t6i hon?

— Khong.

— M6i hoi hom day, ma chu quén mau qua.

b6 Cim 16 mat ng6é Thé Phung ma lai ¢6
Sac SO.

Thé Phung budc lai cdm canh tay mat cua
anh ta va vach 4o ra ma coi thi thay c6 moét lan
bam den va sung vi. Chang méi néi rang:

— Vi t6i thuong chu lam, nén ho6i héom toi
khong n& dap chét chu, ma t6i ciing khong né
bat chi ma nap cho quan. Téi ndi cho chu biét,
toi day la dé lai trong dinh quan Bo6. Nha chu
dén lam di& hom qua d6 1a nha ba con cua t6i.
Toi da cd thua véi quan b roi. Quan bd day

toi, hé nghe chu lam quay, bt luan la lam viéc
gi, thi phai bat cht nap cho quan B6 lam an
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chu. Ngai khong thuong gi cha dau, chu diing
lap ling ma mang kho. Téi thuong, nén lam
phudc ndi dum cho chu hiéu. Chu hay lo lam
an, dung c6 tinh viéc bay ba, nhut 1a dling co
dong dén cdi nha hoi hom do nia.

b6 Cidm sg, nén bién sac. Thi Phi cling
chung hting, nén ding ngé Thé Phung tran
tran.

Thé Phung noi rdi quay qua xudng xuong
boi ma di, nghi thAm rang minh lam nhu vay
thi hiéu tinh tron ven ca hai, b&di vi minh can
khong dé cho an nhan ctia cha minh lam viéc
qudy, ma bi quan bo hai, ma lai minh con bao
boc 6ng chau Thu Vén khéi ai lam hai niia.

Xudng con & xa, ma chang da thay dang
Thu Van diing dya goc cay dtia quan ma trong.
Chang khoan khodi trong long, nén chang
buon ba boi riét.

Xuodng viia ghé vo bén, thi Thu Van chao
chang va noi rang:
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— Cau qua thiét toi mung qua. Tu hoi nua

chiéu cho t&i bay gio dng t6i trong cau lam, nén
ct biéu tdi coi chiing cdu hoai.

Thu Van néi mling ma mat nang cé sac lo
ché khong c6 sac vui. Thé Phung muén giai
lién céi long lo cua nang, nén chang con ding
duéi xudng ma chang va cudi va ndi rang:

— Viéc t6i hua véi ong hoi hom do, toi da
lam xong ro6i hét. Néu b6 Cam vao dinh quan
B6 ma kién cdo vu ctia cd thi quan Bo sé lam
toi nd lién. Xin c6 an tam, dung c6 lo niia.

Thu Van nghe may 16i thi trong long hén
h& ngoai mat tuoi chong, nang ngé Thé Phung
ma cudi va dap rang:

— Cau co long tét lo bao hd cho 6ng t6i véi
toi nhu vay, thiét 1a on cdu trong qua, toi biét
lam sao ma dén dap cho dugc.

— CO no6i on ma lam chi! Téi muon lam
nghia v6i ... v6i 6ng, nén toi phai lo ché. Mién
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la c6 dugc vui vé ludn luon, toi dén tham choi
c6 khong ngan cam, ay la c6 tra on cho tdi roi.

— Cdu da ctiu 6ng toi khoi bi ngudi ta giét,
roi cau lai con lo bdo boc 6ng toi véi t6i niia,
tat nhién ciu la an nhon cua nha t6i, dau cau
khong muon dén nha, toi cling phai mai thinh,
huong chi la cau san long dén choi ma t6i dam
ngan cam.

— CO noi nhu vay thi t6i dén hoai; khong
biét chiling biia nao t6i thua véi 6ng rdi toi &
ludn bén nay.

Thé Phung ndi cau sau nady, ma va noéi va
cudi ngat. Thu Van hi€u y chang, nén nang
cling cuoi, song nang mac cd nén nang cui mat,
khong ndi niia.

Chang budt chiéc xuong roi, nang ben
ding tranh mot bén cho chang budc 1én bo.
Nang lién m&i chang vé nha, chang di trudc,
nang theo sau, tuy khong néi chuyén niia, song
coi mat hai ngudi déu co sac vui-vé.
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Lé Vian D6 duong ndm trén cai chong &
phia trudc, ban tay trai con nit gié. Ong thdy
Thé Phung budc v6 6ng lom com ngoi day ma
chao. Chang di thang lai m& gié ma coi ban tay
ctia 6ng, thi thady mau da kho, ma chung quanh
cai vit cing khong sung. Chang ben hdi 6ng
rang:

— Ngay nay tay 6ng cd nhtic hon?
— Khong.

— Néu vay thi chac trong it btia day sé lanh.
Ong ctt ndm nghi, diing lam viéc chi dong t6i
tay do.

Thu Van budc lai né6i véi Lé Van D6 rang:

— Ong ne, cau mdéi nodi viéc ctia minh cau
da lo gium xong rdi hét. Vay xin 6ng dling co
buodn.

Lé Van D6 nghe may 16i thi sac mling 16 ra
ngoai mit. Ong ngé siing Thé Phung, tuy 6ng
khong noi tiéng chi hét, song chang thay r6 6ng
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cam tinh va hiéu y 6ng mudén hdi coi chang lo
cach nao.

Thé Phung méi ngdi ghé noi dau van, roi
thuat r6 cdc viéc chang da lo tinh trong ngay
nay lai cho 6ng nghe. Chang néi ring hoi
sém moi chang ¢ bdm cho quan B6 hay su
b6 Cam hanh hung toan giét ngudi ma doat
gdi tot, may c6 chang di choi gap, nén n6 lam
viéc quay khong dugc. Chang nhon dip ay lai
c6 bdm ludn véi quan BO sy nd ham doa dé
vao don ma kién ddng bat con chau cua ngudi.
Quan B6 ham hé né lam viéc chi quay thi ngai
sé hai nd lién. Ngai lai ddn chang phai coi chting
no. Khi chang di qua day thi chang da c6 ghé
nha ma ndi cho n6 biét trudc dang nd bo thoi
bat luong; chang c6 ddn n6 diing dong dén nha
ong niia, néu nd con rut rit thi chang sé xin véi
quan Bo bat n6 ma ha nguc lién.

Thé Phung ngoi néi ma Thu Van ding
ngéd chang khong nhay mat. Chang thuat hét
chuyén roi chang lai néi rang:
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— Quan B& c6 noi hoi nho ngai lén Gia

Pinh ma thi, ngai c6 & ddu nha P6 Cdm nén

ngai biét vg chong no la quan ngang ngugc xao

quyét lam. Vi ¢6 on trudc nén bay gio nd dén

xin tién hoai; tuy ngai khong nd dudi no, song
ngai cing khong yéu gi n6 dau.

Lé Van D¢ gat dau va chum chim cudi. Thu
Vén lai ding gin 0ng va ndi rang:

— Vay thi minh c6 lo gi niia, phai hon 6ng?
Thiét 1a nho cau qua!

Lé Van D6 méi ndi v6i Thé Phung rang:

— T6i mang on cau rat nang, dé€ roi toi sé tinh
ma dén on cho cau. Thud nay cau khong quen
biét t6i, ma cdu khong s¢ hiém nguy, cau liéu
minh ma ctu t6i khoi chét, roi cdu con lo lang
lam cho 6ng chau tdi 6 4n yén On niia, cai on
ay khong lé t6i dam lam lo. Toi phai lo dén dap
cho xtng.

Thé Phung cudi va hoi rang:
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— Ong tinh dén on cach nao? Ong diing vat
chi ma dén on, dau 6ng noi cho t6i nghe thi
coi?

— Tuy t6i ngheo, song toi phai rang ma kiém
nam ba nén bac ma dén on cho cau mai via.

~ Ong tudng dau toi vi mudn cho dng dén
on nam ba nén, nén hoi hom t6i ctiiu Ong, roi
ngay nay toi lo dum viéc ctia 6ng d6 ha? Néu
Ong tudng nhu vay thi tdi nghiép cho tbi lam.
Toi tuy nho tudi va lam dé lai thoi, song t6i lam
viéc ay chi 1a vi nhon nghia ché khong phai vi
bac tién dau. Néu 6ng muodn dé cho tdi téi lui
ma choi, thi xin 6ng dling c6 noi viéc dén on
nta, ché 6ng cu noi hoai, thi thiét t6i khong
dam t6i.

— Cau lam on cho tdi, thi t6i phai lo tra on,
ché cau biéu t6i dling ndi t6i on nghia, thi toi
chiu sao ddng.

— Toi khong muoén cho 6ng néi t6i sy do.

Lé Van D6 mudén mé miéng ma cai thi Thu
Vin lai can rang:



Ngon ¢6 gi6 dua (quyén 6) § 51
— Cau day nhu vay, thi 6ng cti nghe 15i. Ong
cai 1é v6i cau lam chi cho cau phién.
Lé Van D6 nin khe. Thé Phung budc ra
ngoai ctia diing ngd xuong rach.

Mat trdi da lan roi lai thém chuyén mua
nén may giang den kit. Chang ding duya ctia
ma suy nghi, trong bung boi hoi, dudng nhu
chang mdéi lam mot viéc chi quay do vay.

Thu Van thay troi da toi, nén nang lo thoi
Itta dot den, roi nang lay chiéu ma trai 1én van.
Lé Van D6 mai Thé Phung v6 nam ndi chuyén
choi.

Troi mua téi a0 Ao, cach chang bao lau
nudc trén mai nha d6 xuong nghe rén ron.

Thé Phung trd vo ndi rang:

— Troi mua 16n qud, lam sao ma vé cho

dang.
Lé Vian D6 dap rang:
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— Moi cdu nam trén van d6 ma nghi. Cau &
ndi chuyén choi, dé hét mua roi sé vé.

Thé Phung lai van gitta ma ndm, Lé Vin
D6 nam trén cai chong. Thu Van sg¢ gio tat tat
den, nén di sap ctia, roi trd vo ngdi trén chong,
phia duéi chon ctia Lé Van Do.

Va Lé Van Do la ngudi it hay noi chuyén,
nén 6ng nam ma nghe trdi mua, ché khong noéi
chi hét, chling nao Thé Phung c6 hoi thi 6ng
mdi trd 161, ma nhiéu khi 6ng lai d€ cho Thu
Vian tra 16i thé.

Thé Phung muodn biét can nguyén ctia 6ng
v6i ctia Thu Van coi nguoi ¢ xt nao, thud nay
lam nghé gi, ngdt vi chang 4i ngai nén khong
ddm mo miéng.

Cach mot hoi lau, Lé Van Do lai hdi chang
vay ché cha me & dau, nam nay chang dugc bao
nhiéu tudi, da c6 vg con hay chua. Thé Phung
uat vé viéc nha, bay nay khong gap nguoi tri ky
ma té bay, dang cho thda bt ndi phién mudn
ctia minh.
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Ho6m nay chang duong bung khuang vi ai
tinh, chang duong tu tudéng vé duyén ng, da vay
ma ngudi yéu lai ngoi trudc mdt dé nda. Thinh
linh 6ng hoi téi gia dao ctia chang, 6ng lam cho
chang cam xuc khong thé dan long dugc, bai
vay chang méi ngdi day roi thiing thang ké hét
cac viéc cta chang cho 6ng vé6i Thu Van nghe.

Chang ké viéc cha me sanh thanh, ké khuc
ong ngoai nudi dudng, ké cong mudi nam den
sach, k& ndi cha vi thuong con ma phai doan
tinh c6t nhuc, ké nodi 6ng vi thuong chau phan
ré cha con, ké ludn téi viéc thuong cha ma phai
nghich véi 6ng, chang k€ hét, chang ddu cé mot
déu la dau 16 troi cua cha vé on ctia bo Cam.

Thé Phung thuat viéc nha ma bd chang
buon tham lam. Thu Van ngoéi lang thinh ma
nghe, nang nghe t6i luc tham khé vé ndi cha
v6i Ong ngoai thi nang lai day mat vo vach roi
1én 14y vat 40 ma lau nudc mat.

Lé Van Do biét rd6 can cdi ctia chang thi
ong cang thém kinh mén. Ong nhon dip 4y
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ong thuat viéc cua 6ng va Thu Van cho chang
biét, song dng khong thuat viéc thiét, ong dt
nguyén mot truyén ma noéi rang 6ng tii nho chi
16n khong c6 vo con. Me cua Thu Van la chau
ctia ong, vi chong khuit sém muon ranh chon
ma di mua ban, bén muén vg chong b6 Caim
nudi con dum. Khi me ctia Thu Van gan chét,
nang c6 cay 6ng bao boc dum, bédi vay dng méi
chudc Thu Van roi vao chua Binh An Ty ma &
tron 10 nam cho Thu Van hoc. Nam nay Thu
Vén 16n r6i khong 1é d€ nang & trong chua niia
dugc nén 6ng mdi ra mua nha & day, tinh lam
rudng ma nudi nang.

Thé Phung nghe nhu vay thi tudng thiét
nhu vay. Chang nghe né6i Thu Van cé hoc &
trong chua 10 nam, chang bén rut mot hai cau
sach ma hdi tht nang, hdi cdu nao nang cat
nghia thong cau nady, chang lay lam khen nggi
vO cung khong de nang cd sac lai thém c6 tai, r6
rang buc gam théu hoa, tuéng trong doi ngudsi
ngudi nhi n nhu vay khong phai 1a dé kiém.
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Pén gan ntia dém trdi tanh mua, trang 16
moc, Thé Phung tu gia ma vé.

Chang biét dugc cdn nguyén, chang thay r6
dién mao, chang thi dugc tai hoc, chang dom
dugc tanh tinh ctia Thu Van roi thi chang cang
thém say dam, cang thém uéc mo.

Chang nhut dinh sé cdy mai nhon ndi véi
Lé Van D6 ding chang cuéi Thu Van; ma roi
chang suy nghi lai chang da lam on cho ong,
ong v6i Thu Van cé long muodn trda on cho
chang, néu chang dem chuyén hon nhon ra ma
noi, thi chi cho khdi nang nghi cho chang lam
on ay la vi tu y ché khong la vi hdo nghia, ma
hé nang nghi nhu vay thi té ra changla dda tiéu
nhon.

Thé Phung tinh t&i ban lui, khong biét liéu
1é nao, m& miéng thi hé nguoi, lang thinh thi
x60t da, vang mat thi thuong nhd, giap mat thi
ngam ngui.
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Chang buodn buc khong qua tham 6ng chau
Thu Van ntia, ma cting vi khong di tham, moi
dém chang cti nam dau dau ma tu tudng hoai,
hoc khong dugc ma ngu cting khong duogc, boi
vay trong vai ngay thi chang nhudém binh.

Con Thu Vén tu khi Thé Phung ctiu 6ng
nang, thi nang da dem long 4i kinh roi.

Dén chling nang thay chang hét long lo
bao boc cho nang thi nang cang thém quyén
luyén. Ma long 4i kinh quyén luyén ay, la vi on
ma thoi, ché khong phai vi y nao khac.

Chting nang nghe Thé Phung thuat hét viéc
nha, nang md&i biét rd6 chang la mot buc chon
chanh quan td, lic chang ngoi ndi chuyén thi
nang cam xuc, khi chang ra vé r6i thi nang dong
tinh.

May biia sau, hé chiéu dn com rdi, thi nang
ra ngdi dua mé song, miéng thi néi ngoi choi,
ma y thi thiét ngdi trong Thé Phung. Nang cho
cho dén tdi, khong thay chang qua, nang diing
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day thd dai roi thung thang di vé nha ndm dau
dau.

Tuy Lé Van D6 khong ndi ra, song 6ng
thay ct chi cia nang nhu vy, thi 6ng da hiéu
y clia nang r6i. Ong nghi 6ng dit Thu Van dén
& day, 1a c6 y muon lam cho nang hiép vdéi cha,
ché khong lam cho nang ki€ém chong. Nhung
ma sy cha con hiép nhau khong phai la su dé,
ngay trudc Hai Yén mdi thi ddu ma da khong
chiu nhin vg, ngay nay da lam quan 16n r6i ha
anh ta chiu nhin con hay sao. Tinh c& ma gap
Thé Phung déy ciing la mot may man lam. Thé
Phung c¢6 tai hoc hay, c6 tanh hiéu nghia, cé
khiéu quan td, c6 long thao than. Néu nhon
dip ndy ma ga Thu Van cho chang, thi ching
nhiing 1a minh dén on ddp nghia cho chang
dugc ma thdi, ma con Thu Van cé 1é cling dugc
cho xting dang ma nuong nho vé sau nia.

Ong nghi nhu viy nén 6ng tinh dgi Thé
Phung c6 qua choi niia thi 6ng sé bay viéc hon
nhon ra ma néi véi chang. Ong trong ludn cho
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dén gin 10 btta ma cting khong thay Thé Phung.
Con & trong nha thi Thu Van ltiing dung 16 do,
biéng noi bat cudi, an khong ngon, nam khéng
ngu.

Mot btia Lé Van D6 thay Thu Van ngoi
buo6n xo0, 6ng méi héi rang:

— Chdu suy nghi viéc gi ma coi by chdu
budn di vay?

Thu Van ngoi ldng thinh moét hoéi lau roi
méi dap rang:

— Chau khong hiéu tai lam sao ma cau Thé
Phung phién 6ng chdu minh nén cidu khong
thém t6i nha minh niva.

Lé Vin D6 cuoi va ndi rang:

— Co6 viéc gi dau ma cau phién. Biia nay tay
ong da hét dau roi. D€ chiéu 6ng qua nha ciu
ma tham coi.

— Ong biét nha cau hon?
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— Hom trudc cau co chi chiing. Cau néi
cau & dau nha ba hai Tién. Ong qua d6 6ng hoi
tham thi ra moi, ché c6 kho gi.

~ Pugc a. Ong qua thim, réi moi ciu qua
choi. Minh mang on cau nhiéu, khong nén dé
cau phién.

Tréi méi x€ bong ma Thu Van da lo nau
com don cho 6ng dn.

Ong hiéu y nang muén cho 6ng di sém,
bd&i vay an com rdi thi 6ng lién di lai dang xém
muon xudng va mugn mot dia nho boi dua

Ong di.

Lé Van D6 hoi tham nha ba hai Tién ma
vo. Ong viia budc t6i clia thi thdy Thé Phung
duong ndm trén bd van gat tay qua tran ma
day mit v6 vach. Ong dénh tiéng, chang giut
minh day lai thay ong, chang lat dat ngoi day
moi 6ng vo nha.

Chang hoi 6ng vay ché tay da lanh hay
chua. Ong cudi va néi ring;
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— Tay tdi cling gan lanh r6i. HOm nay toi
vGi chau tdi trong hoai ma khong thay cau qua
choi. Toi khong bi€t cdu c6 viéc chi, nén toi qua
tham coi r6i mdi cdu qua nha choi.

— HOm nay t6i mu6n qua bén lam, ngat vi
toi binh, nén di khong tién.

— Binh sao d6?

— Binh ... chut dinh. Nhic dau ndng lanh
vay ma.

— Bt nhon di hon! Toéi c6 hay dau. Hom
nay cau khong qua, con chdu t6i ndé sg cau
phién, nén né budn qua. Vay xin mdi cdu qua
choi mot 1at, dang cho n6 vui, kéo néd sg cau
gian hoai.

— Toi c6 phién gian viéc chi dau. Thoi 6ng
ve trudc roi mot lat niia toi qua.

- U, dé t6i vé trudc toi ndi cho no hay, kéo
no trong.
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Lé Van D¢ vé t6i nha thi thay nha cta tu
trong ra ngoai Thu Van da quét tudc sach bot.
Ong néi mot 1at Thé Phung sé qua sau. Nang
nghe may 16 thi sac mling 1 ra mat, lat dat don
vat ndy, dep do no, lam coi lit-xit lang xang. Tuy
nang 6 trong nha, song mdt lat nang lai gan ctia
roi liéc mat dom ngoai rach mot cai, cd y coi

chting Thé Phung qua hay chua.
Mat troi gan lin Thé Phung qua mdi téi.

Hom trudc chang véi nang chua quen cho
lam, ma gdp mat nhau thi hén hé chuyén van
vui cudi. Bia nay quen biét nhau nhi€u, ma
chang v&i nang thdy mat nhau lai c6 sac e 1¢,
khong noéi chuyén lang xang nhu hoém no nia.

Lé Van D6 moi Thé Phung ngdi, no6i chuyén
16i thoi v6i chang mot 1at réi 6ng biéu Thu Van
di nhum ltia ndu nudc 1a cho 6ng uong choi.

Thu Van di xu6ng dudi bép roi, ong méi
ngodi xich lai mot bén Thé Phung ma ndéi nho
nho ring:
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— T6i nuodi con Thu Van thud nay toi thuong
n6 lung 1dm. Chang gidu cau lam chi, bay lau
nay toi khong ga né 14y chong, t6i mudn dé no
¢ vGi t6i hoai ding 6ng chdu hu hi v6i nhau.
Bay gio toi nghi lai toi da gia yéu roi khong biét
chét bita nao, néu tdi thuong né ma khong chiu
ga no 1ay chong, thoang nhu toi chét thinh linh
roi nd biét ai ma nuong nhd. TU hom t6i biét
cau dén nay thi t6i mén tanh tinh, t6i khen tai
dtc cua cau lam. Cau thiét la buc chon chdanh
quan t, néu ma con Thu Van cé chong nhu
cdu thi cai ngay to6i nham mat t6i vui long kho-
ng biét chling nao. Tuy con Thu Van la dta hen
ha qué mua, song t6i chac né cting du tu cach
ma nung khan sta trap cho ciu. Viy xin ciu
lam on thi lam cho trét, cdu dé€ t6i ga né cho
cau, trudc la n6 dén on cau ciu té6i hém no,
sau niia chting t6i nham mat n6 c¢6 choé ma cay
nho.

Thé Phung nghe 6ng ndi may 16i thi miing
quynh nén nghen ngao khong biét sao ma tra
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16i. Chang ngd vo ctia buong thay dang Thu
Van vén vo trong do, chang lai boi réi hon nita.

Chang ngdi ngan ngo mdt hoi réi mai dap
rang:

— Thua 6ng, phan to6i la ban si, 6ng thuong
nén ong tinh nhu vy, thi t6i mung lam, cé 1&
nao t6i ddm phu ray tinh 6ng. Nhung ma t6i
con ngai mdt déu la khong biét c6 Thu Van co
khuing két toc tram nam véi t6i hon?

— Sao lai khong khung, cdu dling ngai sy

N

ay.
— Néu dugc nhu vay thi tdi xin vung.

— Tuy vay ma tdi con toé v6i cau mot chuyén
nay niia, theo nhu 16i cdu n6i hom no thi ba
con bay gid cau con cd mot 6ng ngoai véi mot
ba di. T6i mudn sao cau vé thua cho 6ng ngoai
v6i di hay roi sé cudi.

— Ong ngoai t6i gian t6i nén da dudi toi roi,
béy gid t6i vé sao dugc.
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— Phén lam chdu chang nén odn gidn 6ng
ba. Gian thi lam lung mot lat roi thoi, ché tay
cat tay sao danh. Toi khuyén cau hay vé thua
cho 6ng ngoai hay trudc dang cho tron 1€ nghia.
Néu 6ng ngoai hay ba di qua ding chtt hén ma
cudi thi cang tot lam.

Thé Phung chau may ngoi suy nghi mot
héi r6i noéi rang:

— Ong ndi vay thi hay vay, dé vai bita toi
tinh roi t6i thua cho 6ng hay.

Chang vé nha nam suy di xét lai, thi 16i
budc cua 6ng Lé Van D6 khong phai 1a budc
qudy, ngudi ta muon cho minh thao thuan véi
ong ba, chd cd phai ngudi ta budc minh phai
ngd nghich hay sao ma minh trach nguoi ta.

Khi minh gidp mdt v6i cha minh thi cha
minh cling khuyén minh dting c6 phién 6ng
ngoai. Tai minh noéng gian minh chdng cy, nén
ong chdau méi phan ré nhau may nam nay. ba
biét ngay trudc 6ng khac bac véi cha minh lam,
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lam cho cha minh kho néo tron doi, dén chiing
nham mat khong thdy mat con dugc. Ma phéan
minh la con chdu, hai vai ganh nidng, néu minh
thuong cha r6i tré odn 6ng thi minh chang
khoi ¢6 16i v6i 6ng. Vay thdi minh cliing nén
thita dip nay vé thdm ong va td viéc hon nhon
lu6n thé.

Thé Phung quyét dinh ro6i chang mdéi xin
phép quan B6 nghi mot thang ding vé qué
tham 6ng ngoai. Chang dugc phép roi, lat dat
qua nha Lé Van D6 ma cho 6ng hay.

Sang biia sau chang mudn ghe di vé Viing
Gu.
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CHUONG 20

0 Cam toan giét Lé Van D6 ma bat
Thu Van lai, chdng dé bi Thé Phung

ngan tra.

Anbh ta ra v6 trong dinh quan B6 may lan,
c6 gap mat Thé Phung, bdi vay anh ta viia thay
Thé Phung thi kinh tam, ma con bi danh mot
cdy gan gay canh tay ntia, nén phai rat ma chay
cho khoi nan.

Anh ta tréd vé choi thuat viéc ay lai cho vg
nghe. Thi Phi nghién ngdm mang chong tung
bling, noi rang dau cé Thé Phung tiép cuu di
nta, thi bat di ¢6 2 ngudi, minh ciing 2 ngudi,
ma minh cAm mac cam bua, ¢ gi ma chay. Do
Cém lac dau noi rang:
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— Don ba gidi tai danh phéach hoai! Thang
dé 6 dau khong biét, thinh linh né nhay vo da
thang Hanh mdt cay té nhao day khong ndi roi
no da tao moét cay nifa gan gay tay, tao buong
cai mac cho thang cha gia d6 roi, con giong gi
ntia ma cy. Da vay ma tao biét mdt nd & trong
dinh, néu tao khong chay, né bat tao roi lam
sao?

Thi Phi nguyt moét cdi rdi di ngu, khong
thém coi chong bi danh ndng nhe thé nao. Do
Cadm bat Thu Van khong dugc thi gian ma sg
Thé Phung cao bao nén ciing lo.

Chiéu biia sau thady Thé Phung t6i nha thi
anh ta hét hon, tudng quan sai dén bat. Chang
dé Thé Phung hdm he ro6i bd ra di, anh ta tuy
bét lo, song con gidn lao gia nudi Thu Van do
lam.

Cach it ngay canh tay hét dau. Thi Phi mdi

xui chdng vao dinh cdo véi quan B6 ding bat
Thu Van lai.
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b6 Cidm bi Thé Phung ham thi sg, nén
du du khong dam di. Thi Phi biéu hoai khong
dugc thi gidn, nén biia no chi ta danh liéu di
nhau, tinh v6 dinh cdo gian ma doi Thu Van
lai, vi nhu quan B6 khong cho thi sé néi thiét
cho quan B6 biét Thu Van la con, réi ké on ma
Xin tién.

Biita Thi Phi v6 dinh thi Thé Phung da di
Viing Gu roi. Chi ta ding ngoai ctia chd dén x€
quan B6 méi ra khach. Chi ta cti dau budc vo
lay quan B6 3 lay. Quan B6 trgn mat hoi rang:

— Mi hau viéc chi?
— Badm quan 16n t6i la vg D6 Cam.

— Té ra mi la v¢g D6 Cdm ha! Ta thay vg
chong mi ngheo nan ta thuong nén ta cé cho
tién hoai, sao chong mi khong lo lam an, lai tu
déang di danh cudp con chdu ngudi ta. Ta néi
cho vg chong mi biét, néu vg chong mi con lam
viéc chi quay ma ta hay dang thi ta bat ma day
da, duing c¢6 lap lting.
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— Bdm quan 16n, chong t6i c6 cudp con
chéu ctia ai dau. S6 1a t61 cd nuoi mot dia chau
gai. Cach mudi nam trudc c6 moét thang cha &
dau khong biét, né dén bat trom chau toi. May
nam nay vg chong toi tim kiém khap xt bay
gi6 méi gap nd day. Chong t6i doi chau t6i lai,
né da khong chiu trd ma con danh chong t6i
nua.

— Thoi, dep mi di. Vg chong mi la quan
ngang ngudc, mi tudng ta khong biét hay sao,
nén kiém 16i ma doi ta. Mi vé lo lam an, néu vg
chong mi rut-rit thi ta bd tu rut xuong, noi cho
ma biét. Di vé di cho mau.

— Bdm quan 16n ...
— Théi dting c6 thua bam gi niia hét!

Thi Phi bi nd nat thi sg, nén lat dat lui ra
ngoai.

Chi ta dung nép bén ctia ma suy nghi mot
hoi r6i rén rén budc vo lay quan Bo niia.
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Quan B& nat rang:

— Sao chua chiu vé, con vo6 chi ntia d6?

— Badm quan 16n, xin quan 16n lam phuéc
cho phép t6i té mot 16i.

— Mi con mu6n bdm viéc gi ?

— Bdm quan 16n, viéc t6i badm déy c6 ich
cho quan 16n lam, song viéc dy la viéc kin nén
toi bam cho quan 16n nghe ma thoi, ché toi
khong mudén c6 ngudi khac nghe.

Hai Yén nghe ndi nhu vay thi chau may,
ngoi suy nghi mot hoi, réi day linh hau di hét
vO phia trong. Thi Phi ngo6i duéi dat lang thinh,
chua chiu bAm. Quan B6 hoi rang:

— Mi muén bam viéc gi? Sao chua bam di?

— Bdm quan 16n, nam trudc quan 16n thi
dau r6i vé thim nha, quan 16n bd con Anh
Nguyét & lai, n6 da cé chta ...
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— Ta khong muon mi nhac viéc xua. Ta
khong biét Anh Nguyét nao hét.

— Bam quan 16n, sau n6 dé dugc mot dua
con gai ddt tén la Thu Van ...

— Tro6i ké n6 ché! Mi bam véi ta lam chi?

— B4m quan l6n, con Thu Van no giong
quan I6n lam ...

- E. biing c6 dit diéu, n6 giéng ai thi mic

no.

— Bdm quan 16n, t6i thady vay nén téi bAm
cho quan 16n hay.

— Hay lam chi?

— Bdm quan 16n, hay ddng nhu quan 16n ¢6
thuong thi dem vé ma nuoi.

— Ta c6 ba boén ddGa con coOn nudi con nuodi
ma lam gi?

-~ Bdm quan I6n ....
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— Nin, ta n6i cho mi biét. Néu tli nay vé sau
ma mi con bay chuyén néi bay nhu vay ntia
thi ta bd tu lién. Vg chong mi la quan khon
nan, hay bay diéu dat chuyén lam. Ta ky cho
vg chong mi noéi trong ba biia phai di cho khoi
tinh nay. Néu qud ba biia ma ta con thay & day
nia thi ta bat ta day da, néi cho ma biét.

— Bdm quan 16n, t6i nghiép vg chong toi
lam!

— Toi nghiép gi?

— Bam quan 16n, dau vg chong t6i kha dai,
song hoi trudc cling ¢6 lam on cho quan 16n
& dau va quan 16n muodn sy kho hét stic, ma
vg chong toi cling phai lam cho viia long quan
16n.

— Cha! Bay gi¢ mi ké on da ha! Thiét vg
chong mi c6 lam on cho ta, ma chung bay gan
16t da ta, ché phai tt té gi hay sao ma bay gio
ke on.
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Quan B6 néi t6i do roi ding day di mé th
14y ra hai nén bac ma dé€ trén ban. Thi Phi liéc
thay trong bung miing tham. Quan B6 ngoi lai
rdi hoi rang:

— Hoi ndy mi noéi con nho tén gi?

— Bdm quan l6n, tén né 1a Thu Van, dit tén
cling tot qua ché.

~ Bay gid n6 & dau? O véi ai?

— Bam quan 16n né & véi thang cha gia bat
trom noé. Thang cha gia t6i bam véi quan l6n
héi nay do.

— Thang cha gia d6 c6 ba con gi v6i n6 hay
khong?

— Bam, khong biét. Chac la khong cé ba
con gi dau. Xin quan l6n lam phudc day né
giao con nho lai cho t6i. Nhu quan 16n muén
nuoi thi nuoi, bang khong thi dé€ cho vg chong
toi nuoi cliing dugc.
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— D€ ta nudi. Ta hoi thang cha do6 tén gi?
N6 & dau?

— Bam quan 16n, nha no & trong rach Vinh
Tudng, mé bén kia, triudc nha c6 mot cay dua
quan. Trong xdm do6 ho kéu tén no la sau Thdi.

— Ta néi cho mi biét. Vg chong mi la quan
dn cudp. Chung bay muon doat con chdu ngudi
ta, doat khong dugc roi t6i day muon cay thé
cta ta ma hung hiép ngudi ta ntia. Ta nghi hoi
trudc bay coé on cho ta 6 dau may thang, nén
ta khong nd hai bay. Vay ta cho mi hai nén bac
day, mi dem vé dua cho D6 Cim rdi vg chong
phai dat nhau di xt khac ma lam an. Néu qua
ky ba bita ma vg chong mi con & trong tinh ta
nta, thi ta lam an day vg chong mi chung than.
Day ne, lay bac ma di lién di cho mau.

Thi Phi dung day vdi lay hai nén bac r6i xa
quan BO ma ra. Quan Bo6 kéu mot tén linh ma
dédn rang:
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— Mi phai di theo con me d6 ma coi nha né
& dau, r6i mi coi chiing néu trong ba ngay ma
vg chong nd con & do, khong chiu béd nha ma
di thi mi bat dong gong hét vg chong né ma bod
vO nguc cho ta.

Tén linh di r6i, quan B6 nam ngay trén van,
gat tay qua tran, cdp mat lim dim, khong biét
ngai muon ngu, hay la ngai tinh viéc gi.

Vg D6 Cdm dén quan ma ban ludn viéc
Thu Véan nhu vay, song 6ng Lé Van D6 khong
hay chi hét, ong tudng Thé Phung da lo lang

xong roi.

Sang biia sau, 6ng v&i Thu Van dn com vua
roi, thi c6 mot tén linh dén nha hoi rang:

— Phai nha nay la nha cta sau Théi hon?
— Phai. Cau hdi chi vay cau?
— Phai sau Théi 1a 6ng hon?

— Phai.
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— Quan 16n sai t6i doi 6ng véi cd gai nao
tén 1a Thu Van d6 dén hau quan 16n lap tuc.
— Thua cau, khong biét qua 16n nao doi?
— Quan Bo. Stia soan ddng c6 di cho mau.
Lé Van D6 nghe no6i quan B6 doi thi chung
hling, 6ng nghi D6 Cam nhon dip Thé Phung
di r6i n6 dén cdo minh nén quan B6 méi doi

minh day.

Ong héi Thu Van thay 4o d6i quan ding c6
di cho kip ky.

Thu Van khong biét viéc lanh di thé nao,
nén trong long hoi hop, di doc dudng cu than
rang:

— Rai cdu Thé Phung di khoi, khong biét
quan doi ma cé hai gi hon?

Lé Van D6 thdy nang s¢ dng mdéi ndi rang:

— Chau dting c6 lo. Chacla b6 Cadm nd cdo
ong day, ché khong phdi viéc chi khac. Ong



78 § HO Biéu Chanh

cling trong giap mdt véi quan B6 ddng 6ng baim
hét cho quan B6 nghe. Minh la ngudi ngay, cé
t0i tinh gl ma sg?

Ong chau di gan t6i dinh quan B6, xay gip
mot ngudi cao l6n, rau den, mat 19, ding ngé
minh tran trin. Ong viia ngé thodng qua thi
biét ngudi dy 1a Pham Ky, ngay trudc lam xuat
déi don Can DPudc, hiép véi Hai Yén ma bat
ong mot cach rat tham thiét. Ong sg ngudi dy
biét 6ng, nén 6ng day mat cho khac, lam lo ma
di.

T6i dinh ro6i, Lé Van D6 v6i Thu Van ding
X6 rd ngoai san, Thu Van thi mat may tdi xanh,
con Lé Van Do thi bd tich hAm hu 1am. Tén
linh v6 bam v&i quan B6 mot chit r6i méi kéu
biéu vao. Ong chiu budc vao lay quan B hai
lay r6i khoanh tay ding ngay trudc mat ngai,
ong thi nhuéng mat ngd ngay, chau lai sg nén
cui mat.

Quan B6 cham chi ngé Thu Van rdi ngai
chau may xu mat, bo sac khong vui.
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Ngai ngd mot hoi lau rdi ngai hoi Lé Véan
D6 rang:

— Thang cha gia nay tén gi?

— Bam quan 16n, tén sau Théi.
— GOc 6 dau?

- O Can Puéc.

Ngai nghe ndi hai tiéng “Can-budc” thi
ngai xu mat gai dau réi méi hdi niia rang:

— Mi ba con lam sao v6i con nhé nay?

— Toi la cht ctia con Anh Nguyét.

— Con nho nay tén gi?

— TU Thu Van.

— Con nha nghéo ma dat tén tot di hon!

— Bdm quan l6n, tuy n6é nghéo ma me no
hoéi trudc hoc gidi; cha né hoc ciing gidi, thi
ddu lam quan 16n, nén phai dit tén né nhu vay,
chdé dat 161 thoi sao dugc.
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— Thing cha gia ndy lao khau di bay! Ta
biéu linh no va rét rang; ta hoi dau thi bdm do,
diing c6 ndi nhiéu chuyén.

— Badm, quan 16n c6 hoi téi méi ddm noi
ché.

— Mi nu6i con nho nay tu hoi nao cho téi
bay gid?

— Bam quan 16n, hon 10 ndm nay.
— Sao mi dam bat trom con ngudi ta hu?
— B4m quan 16n, t6i c6 bat trom con ai dau!

— E! Diing ¢6 1éo mép. Vg chdng tén D
C4m vao don ma cdo rang cach 10 nam trudc
mi bat trdm con nho nay, 1a con ctia chung
nd. May ndm nay mi trén mat, bay gi¢ ching
né méi gdp dugc mi day. Cai t6i mi cudp con
nguoi ta da ro rang, mi khong con choi gi nita
dugc.

Thu Van nghe may 16i thi kinh hai, liéc ngé
Lé Van D6 ma nudc mat tudén dam dé. Lé Vian
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D6 tinh tao nhu thudng, khong cé sac sg chut
nao. Ong mim miéng cudi va néi khoan thai
rang:

— Bdm quan 16n, D6 Cdm cao gian. Xin
quan 16n cho phép t6i bAm ro6 moi viéc cho
quan 16n nghe. Con nhé ndy 1a con ctia Anh
Nguyét 1a chau toi. Hoi trudc Anh Nguyét 1én
Gia Dinh dung (lay) mét ngudi chong. Nguoi
dy an & v6i no via co thai thi ngudi ay thi dau
r6i vé qué quan trén An Giang. N6 6 lai bo vo,
it ngay dé con Thu Van nay. N6 bi giac Khoi
nén xiéu lac may ndm, sau d6 n6 gap vo chong
b6 Cidm & Viing Gu, nd gbi con nho cho Do
Cidm ddng vé Can Dudc ma tham t6i. Rai nd vé
t6i thi k€ né mang binh, phai vao dudng dudng
ctia 6ng Thién HO Chdnh Tam ma 6. N6 biét
né phai chét, nén noé pha thac con Thu Van nay
cho t6i, boi vay toi lén Viing Gu chudc con nho
hét mdt nén bac ré6i dem vé ma nuoi ti ay dén
nay.
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Thud nay Lé Vin D6 chang hé chiu n6i goc
tich cua cha me Thu Van cho né nghe; hom
nay dén tridc mat quan o6ng mdi chiu khai,
Thu Van lay lam la nén ding l6ng tai ma nghe.

Quan B0 ngoi chong tay 1én tran ma nghe,
mot lat ngai li€c ngé Thu Van mot cdi ché ngai

khong noi chi hét.
Lé Van D6 thay vdy méi ndi tiép rang:

— Chong ctia con Anh Nguyét bac béo 1dm.
Hoi n6 tat hoi cd chong né ding mot bén do,
ma lam lang khong chiu nhin né. Bam quan
16n, quan 16n bi€t chong no6 la ai ma! Quan l6n
cling biét con Thu Van day la con cua ai ché.
Quan 16n nhin mat n6 cho kj ma coi no6 gidong
ai do. N6 c6 phai la con cia D6 Cam dau.

Quan B6 nghe noi t6i d6 thi ngai tron con
mat, dung chon may, tay vo ghé ma nat 16n
rang:

— Thang cha gia nay nhiéu chuyén thiét mal!
Ta khong can biét n6 la con cua ai. B6 Cam
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nhan la con ctia n6, ma mi thi khai khong phai
la con ctia mi, vay thi ta xt mi phai giao con
nho nay lai cho D6 Cdm, mi khong dugc nuoi
nita. Néu mi bat tuan thi ta bo tu.

Lé Van Do noi cling coi rang:

— Bam quan 16n, tha la t6i bép hong con
Thu Van n6 chét trudc mat quan 16n cho quan
16n thady, roi quan 16n xu tu t6i di, ché biéu toi
giao nd cho vg chong D6 Cam, thiét t6i khong
thé giao dugc.

Thu Vén cui lay quan B6 va lai va badm rang:

— B4m quan 16n, hdi con con nhé ma con
gdi con & véi vg chong D6 CAm may nam, vg
chong chu danh chudéi hanh ha than con dédo
dé. Con nho 6ng con day chudc con dem vé
ma nuoi, ti 4y dén nay con méi dugc no am.
Xin quan l6n thuong dum théan con, dling c6
ép con phai theo D6 Cidm ntia. Néu quan 16n
xU nhu vay, thi con ty van ma chét lién bay gio
cho mat tdm than, ché con khong chiu theo
cht b6 Cdm niia dau.
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Quan B6 nghe nhiing 16i qua quyét cua
ong chau Thu Véan nhu vay thi ngai du du, nén
ng6i ling thinh ma suy nghi. Chang hiéu ngai
tinh ké gi, ma ngai tram ngam mot hai roi kéu
linh day dat 6ng chau Thu Van dem giam trong
nguc.

Lé Van D¢ di theo linh ma cap mat ong
dé au. VO trong kham ro6i 6ng ngdi khoanh tay
chu bu.

Thu Van ngdi mot bén 6ng ma khéc. Ong
trgn mat ndi rang:

— Khoc giong gi? D€ coi né lam sao ma .
Thiét quan dé mdt may coi giong ngudi ma
long da lai giong thu. Ché ngudi ta sao lai kho-
ng biét thuong con.

Thu Van khong hiéu 6ng noi ai, nén ngudc
mat ng6 6ng, nuéc mat con cham ngoam. Nang
héi 6ng rang:

— Hoi nay ong ndi quan Bo biét cha tdi la
ai, bi€t toi la con cta ai, tai sao ma dng ndi nhu
vay?
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— Quan B6 Tu Hai Yén d6 1a cha ctia con
ché ai.

— Uy! Ong néi chuyén gi nghe ky dii vay?

— Thiét chG. NO biét chau la con ciia né lam,
ma no6 lam lang n6 khong chiu nhin. Thud nay
ong nghe 6ng sau Thdi noi chuyén nd bac béo
ma ong khong tin cho lam, biia nay 6ng méi
thay tudng tan. Ngay trudc nd gap vg no chét,
n6 khong dong long chut nao, ngay nay no6 gap
madt con nod, no lai lam lang, d6 nhu vay troi
nao ma cho n6 huéng phu qui lau dai.

— Tai sao ma 6ng noi quan Bo6 la cha cua
chéu, dau 6ng noi thiét cho chdu nghe mot chut
ma.

Thud nay Thu Van thudng hoi thdm goc
tich ctia cha me nang hoai. L& Van D6 nhdo
Anh Nguyét n6i chut it, sau nho 0ng séu Théi
thuat r6 thém, nén 6ng biét da hét, nhung vi
Ong trong mong mot ngay kia cha con Thu Van
sum hi¢p v6i nhau, nén 6ng ct dau hoai, 6ng
khong chiu noi.
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Hom nay ong thay r6 rang Hai Yén la nguoi
vO luong tam, dng khong mudn cho Thu Van
nhin ngudi cha nhu vay ma lam chi, nén 6ng
nhon dip nay 6ng mdéi thuat hét dau dudi moi
ndi cho Thu Van hiéu. Ong néi tai sao ma Anh
Nguyét 1én Gia Dinh, tai sao ma gap Hai Yén,
tai sao Hai Yén dn & vGi Anh Nguyét c6 thai roi
lai bo di, tai sao ma Anh Nguyét g6i Thu Van
cho D6 Cam, tai sao ma Anh Nguyét mang
binh dén bé minh. Ong lai thuat rd cdi canh
Anh Nguyét thdy mit Hai Yén nang tic gian
nén tat hoi, ma Hai Yén lam lo khong thuong
x6t chut nao hét.

Thu Van nghe r6 dau dudi, nang cam
thuong than me mac lta dén ndéi nhudc nho
danh tiét, day dan tam than, béi vay nang ngoi
khéc dam. Nang khoc me roi nang lai khéc
cha. Nang vung ding ddy ma thé rang:

— Toi thé trén doi to6i khong thém nhin
nguoi vo tinh bac nghia ay la cha to6i. Loi thé
day, toi xin Troi Phat ghi chép dum cho tdi.
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Dén chiéu linh dem com v6 kham ma phat
cho t6i nhon an. Thu Van khong chiu dn com,
ma dém 4y nang cling khong ngt, cli nam gat
tay qua tran nuéc mat chady dam dé hoai.

Sang biia sau, linh m& cta kham ma kéu
sau Théi véi Thu Vén, biéu di theo 1én hau quan
16n.

Quan Bo vtia thay Lé Van D6 véi Thu Van
budc vao thi hoi 16n rang:

— Con nho nay biia nay mi chiu theo D6
Cam hay chua? Néu mi trai linh ta thi ta lén an
day luén mi véi lao gia nay.

Thu Van bita nay khong con sg sét nhu
biia trudc niia, nang ngd ngay quan B6 ma dap
rang:

— Quan 16n muon dinh toi thé nao con
cling vung hét, duy c6 theo D6 Cidm thi con
khong vung.

— Mi quyét trai han linh ctia ta ha?
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— BAm, con diu dam.

— Lao gia kia, ta néi cho mi biét, ta thay mi
gia cd nén ta lam phudc dung thi cho mi, ta
khong budc mi veé tdi cudp giut con chdu nguoi
ta. Tuy vdy ta cdm ngat khong cho mi & trong
tinh Dinh Tudng nay niia. Ta ky cho mi trong
hai ngay mi phai di cho khéi dia phan cta ta.
Néu mi con tri hudn, ta bat dugc thi ta phai
day lién, ché ta khong dung niia. Di di, dat con
nhé nay di phit di cho mau.

Lé Van D6 v6i Thu Van lui ra roi dng chau
dat nhau vé nha. Tuy hai nguci déu oan quan
B6 nén mudn di phtit cho rdi, song vé dén nha
Thu Van héi 6ng rang:

— Bay gi6 minh di dau 6ng? Minh di roi
cdu Thé Phung qua diy cau biét minh & ddu ma
ki€m?

Lé Vian D6 chau may déap rang:

— Viéc Thé Phung dé sau rdi sé tinh, bay gio
minh phdi lo tranh miéng cop trudc da ché.
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Thu Van suy nghi r6i néi rang:

— Véy thoi thi minh qua Ving Gu chang 1a
tién hon.

— Cling dugc.

Lé Van D6 muén mot chiéc ghe, chd hét
tai vat dem xuong ghe, r6i 6ng chau bd nha ma
di trong luc ban dém, xdm riéng khong ai hay
hét.

00o0

Tu ngay 6ng Pam Ty Chan gidn duoi
Vuong Thé Phung di roi, thi 6ng thuong nhé
nén buon buc, khong di choi ma cting khong
noéi chuyén véi ai hét.

Ban ngay Ong ra sau vuon trong cay boi
li€p, lam lang xdng nén gidi khuady dugc. Tham
thay trong ldc ban dém, 6ng nam tiu hiu mot
minh, nghe tiéng gio6 lao rao, thady ngon dén leo
1ét, dng dong long nhé chdu, nhiéu khi 6ng day
madt vd vach ma khoc tham. Néu con géi cta
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ong 1a nang Kim Hué, hay la t6i t6 trong nha
dda nao lam gan lén di kiém Thé Phung ma
rudc vé, thi chac 6ng miing, 6ng khong ray-
ra niia. Ngdt vi 6ng cam ngat trong nha khong
cho ai noi téi tén Thé Phung, ma bo 6ng lai oan
han, di ra nhan mat, di vao chau may ai néi téi
Ong thi dng ray, bdi vay ai ndy déu lam lo, kho-
ng dam bay bién chi hét.

Ngay qua thang lai thim thoat, Thé Phung
ra di, nhé thi khong bao 1du, ma ké da dugc 3
nam ro6i. Mot biia no, luc mat tréi moc dugc vai
sao, ong bam Ty Chan duong lui cui chdt may
tau chudi gay sau vuon, thinh linh thang Son,
la daa 6 v6i 6ng, nd chay ra kéu 6ng bo ho bai
hai ma ndi rang:

— Ong 0i, cau Thé Phung vé ong a.

Ong chung hting day lai, nhiu chon may
ma hdi gan rang:

— May ndi gidng gi ma Thé Phung?
— Thua, cdu Thé Phung vé.
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- Ve dau?

— V€ day ché vé dau. Cau & trong nha,
duong ndi chuyén véi co hai 6 trong.

Ong Dam Ty Chén nghe r6 réi, 6ng quing
cai mac dua goc cau, r6i men men di v0 nha,
tay thi vuot rau, miéng thi cudi ngon-ngoén.
Thé-Phung thay 6ng budc vo, 14t dat dung day
chdp tay x4 6ng. Ong cudi va néi ring:

— Tao biét lam, sém mudn gi r6i n6 ciing vé
ché né di dau. Tao nudi né nén vai nén voc, c6
1é nao nd bac ma di ludn. May ndm nay chau di
dau?

Thé Phung cti dau dap nhoé nho rang:

— Thua, chau du hoc.

Ong 16n tudi r6i, 6ng sanh ling tai, ong
nghe khong r6 nén hoi niia rang:

— Chdu di dau?

— Thua, chau du hoc, di xt nay qua xu kia,
chau di cung hét.
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— Hu hu! Chdu di hoang dang nhu vay com
gao 6 dau ma dn, tién bac 6 dau ma lam phi 19?

— Thua, chdu lam mudén chdu an.

— Bat nhon di hon! Di ra ¢é cuc kho nhu
vdy méi sang con mat. Chau con nghich véi
Ong ntia thoi, hi?

Ong day lai ma néi v6i nang Kim Hué rang:

— Con mau mau bat mot con vit lam thit
ddng don com cho chdu né dn. May nam nay
né di chac 1a them khat [am. Con di ndu com
riét di con. Con biéu no bat con vit ca-cudn do
nghe, bat lam thit r6i phin ntia niu chao, con
phéan ntia con kho mdn man ddng an com.

bam Kim Hué thay cha vui thi nang miing
nén lat dat di lo lam vit ndu com. Ong Dam
Tu Chén ngodi ng6é Thé Phung va vudt rau cuoi
hoai, ai thay b 6ng nhu vay ciing biét 6ng kho-
ng con gidn Thé Phung niia. Thé Phung hiéu y
ong, nén chang ciing miing. Chang di lan lai
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ché givdng thd me ma tham. Ong ngé theo va
ndi rang:

— Chdu di may ndm nay, ma trong phong
cta chau do6 dac 6ng con dé€ nguyén, chau vo
dé ma coi.

Thé Phung thady chd tho me thi chang da
cam xuc roi, ma chting chang buéc v6 phong
cua chang ngay trudc, chang thiy cho chang
don ma thd cha bay gio trong rong, chang nhé
chuyén 6ng ray ra da dap, thi chang buon tai,
nén chang ta nudc mat. Chang di cung trong
nha roi chang di dao ngoai vuon, di téi dau cling
thay vat xua canh cl rudc chao, ngit vi chang
duong budn tam sy, duong ban chi tinh, nén
nhin canh vit ma ching vui chi hét.

Com niu chin ro6i, Kim Hué hoi thang Son
don lén trén van. Ong Ty Chin bdn than ra
sau vuon kéu Thé Phung vo rdi 6ng chau lén
ngodi an véi nhau, Kim Hué ngdi mot bén béi
com, s6t thit ép Thé Phung an.
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Ong Ty Ché4n ngdi &n com ma ong thuat
viéc ¢ nha, dng hdi viéc cta Thé Phung, ong
ndi lang xdng, coi by 6ng vui lam, ché kho-
ng phai 6ng quau quo nhu luc trudc. Con Thé
Phung hé 6ng ndi t6i dau thi chang tra 161 téi
dd, chang noi viia di ma thoi, ché khong noéi
nhiéu, ma ldc chang noi coi bo chang cé ylo ra.

An com r6i, Thé Phung duong diing uéng
nudc, 6ng Ty Chéan kéu Kim Hué ma noi rang:

— Con coi thang Thé Phung coi ¢6 phai n6
16n hon hoi trudc nhiéu hay khong. Me kiép
né! Ché chi ndm trudc nd diing cd cli nganh,
tao cudi vo cho no, thi ndm nay né da c6 con
r6i. O, tao nghe néi con Ly Trudng Tiép & trén
vam rach Chanh, cha c6 mét dua con gai du
nd cong ni hanh, thoi dé€ di n6i ma cudi cho
no.

— Con ¢6 thdy con nho dé. Viia véi né lam.

— O, néu vay dé tao lya ngay nao t6t réi tao
1én noi thi coi. Ly Trudng Tiép coi bo 16i thoi,
ché chu ¢6 tién nhiéu lam a con a.
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— Chu giau thiét ché.

Thé Phung nghe 6ng noi véi di ban soan
cuéi vg cho chang, thi chang ttic cudi tham.
Chang thtia dip ay, ben budc lai gan ma ndi véi
ong rang:

— Thua 6ng, chau vé day la cting vi viéc hon

nhon nén chau mai vé.

— Vay hay sao? O phdi ché. Chdu khon 16n
r6i, phai lo cudi vo dang lap gia that véi ngusi
ta ché. Thoi dé€ 6ng coi ngay roi ong di noéi con
Ly Trudng cho.

— Thua ong ...

— Théi, ong hiéu rdi, dling c6 thua thét chi
nita. Chau mudn gip thi saing mai 6ng di. Ong
ndi thi chac dugc, chau dting ¢6 lo.

— Thua 6ng, chau ...

— Ay! Ta néi dugc thi dugc ma. Mudn cuéi
vg thi cling phai ché mot doi thang, ché muon
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lién bay gio sao dugc. Phai di 1é nay 1€ kia roi
mdi cudi chd.

— Thua 6ng, xin 6ng d€ cho chau néi it 16i
cho 6ng nghe.

— Noi giong gi?

— Hoi nay chdu noéi vi cu¢c hon nhon nén

chéu tré vé day ching phai y chau quyét trG vé
ma xin ong kiém vg cho chau.

— Vay ché hon nhon la giong gi? Khong
phai cudi vg hay sao?

— Thua phai.

~ O, néu cudi vg thi dng cudi cho.

— Thua khong.

— Ua! Sao da néi “phai” réi lai néi “khong”?

— Thua 6ng, s6 1a gan mot ndm nay chau &
bén Dinh Tudng. Cé mdt 6ng gia nha ngheo
ma 6ng cé mot dua chau gai tai hoc da cao, ma
nhan sac lai dep niia. Chau thdy nang ay chau
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phai long, nén chau xin két toc tram ndm vdéi
nang. Ong ctia nang budc chdu phai vé thua
cho ong véi di hay, ddng 6ng v6i di qua ding
chtt hon ma cudi ngudi ta méi ga.

- Oi! Ong biét r6i. Chau 14m to. D&i nay ho
quy quyét 1am chau 6i! Ho thiy chau hoc gioi,
ho nghe 6ng giau 16n, nén ho lay cdi sac ma cau
chdu da.

— Thua 6ng, khong phai nhu vay dau. Cho
d6 nguoi ta chon chit thiét tha lam. Chau cau
nguoi ta, chd khong phai ngudi ta cau chau
dau.

— Ay! Ong khon hon chdu ma. Chéu diing
o cai. D€ roi 6ng cudi con Ly Trudng Tiép cho.

— Thua 6ng, bay gid O6ng cudi tién trén troi
chdu ciing khong chiu. Néu chau khong cuéi
dugc nang Thu Van, thi chdu khong them ai
hét.

— Tén con dé 1a Thu Van hay sao?
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- Da.

Ong Ty Chin day qua ngé Kim Hué ma
ndi rang:

— Roi r6i! N6 bi ngudi ta bay muu thiét ké
lam cho né mé rdi. May ndm nay tao lo viéc do6
l1am, ma cling khong khoi. Khé chual

Ong ndi mdy 16i r6i 6ng ngdi khoanh tay
ma thé ra. Kim Hué s¢ 0ng chdu vi sy nay ma
nghich v6i nhau niia, nén nang ngdi buon so.
Thé Phung da khong vui, song chang muén
cho xong xudi viéc ctia chang, nén chang thua
nho nhe véi 6ng rang:

— Thua 6ng, 6ng gia yéu di xa x6i mét nhoc,
vay 6ng dé€ di hai di thé qua Pinh Tudng ma
cuédi vg cho chau ciing dugc.

— Tao khong chiu. Muén cuéi vg thi dé tao
lya cho tii-té c6 com co tién tao cudi cho, ché
cudi thi do ba vo ba lap (khong diing dan) do
ma lam gi.
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— Ong chua thdy mit nguidi ta, ma ndo dng
biét nguai ta la d6 ba vo ba lap.

— Chua thay ma tao biét.

— Nang 4y xting dang lam, con quan cling
khong bi kip. Pa vay ma chau da thuong 15
nang roi nita.

~ A! Thédy chua! Tao biét 1dm! Ro rang 1a
giong ky nti* cu6i ma lam gi?

— Thua 6ng, xin 6ng diing cé no6i nhu vay
ma toi nghiép cho nang.

— Sao ma t6i nghiép? Thu con gai ma kho-
ng doi lé cudi, thay trai thi thuong trudc, bay
gio no6 thuong may, khong biét chuing hoi nam
ngoai nd da c6 thuong thing nao khac ntia, do
nhu vay la ky nii, ché may biéu tao phai kéu no
la ba gi!

— Thua 6ng, chau véi nang ay thuong nhau

14 thuong cach quan tu ldy tinh cao thugng ma
2 gai lang choi
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dai nhau, ché c6 phai lam tuong s6m man toi
dao vay dau.

— N6 lam bd mac ¢d, né lam bo trinh bach
cho chau mé, ché thiét né 1a con di da, chau
meé no day chdu phai chét. Cai tén Thu Van dé
1a tén di r6 rang, ché ngudi tu té€ ai ma dat tén
nhu vay.

Thé Phung nghe 6ng néi t&i cau chot, thi
chang dau dén trong long qua, khong thé dan
tri kiéng 16i ntia dugc, chang ving ding day,
tay run moi tai, chang ndi véi dng rang:

— Thiét dng khong thuong to6i chut nao hét!
Nam trudc 6ng nhuc ma cha t6i la ngudi toi
phai kinh trong hon hét. Bay gi¢ 6ng nhuc ma
t6i tinh nhon cua tdi 1a nguoi t6i duong yéu
chuong hon hét. Ong oén han t6i qué, chd toi
kinh trong, cho t6i thuong yéu, 6ng déu nhuc
ma hét thay, duong ay thi cé thé nao t6i gan
ong dugc ntia. Dau 16i v6i me t6i thi toi chiu,
toi ndi thiét tdi véi dng khong con tinh gi nia
hét. Toi kiéu ong vdi di toi di.
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Thé Phung noi dut 1oi lién ngoe ngudy bo
di ra mé song, roi xuong ghe di tuot.

Ong Ty Chén ng6i tran tran, mit may budn
hiu. Con Kim Hué thi ldy vat 40 ma lau nuéc
mat, song lau hoai ma nuéc mat khong rao.

Thé Phung nam co trong mui ghe, ma
miéng thi hoi trao phu’ chéo cho mau. Chang
nhdé may 16i ndng né chang ndi véi 6ng ngoai
hoéi ndy thi chang dn ndn, ma r6i chang nhé
may 16i cua d6ng ngoai nhuc ma Thu Vén hoi
ndy thi chang lai tic gian. Chang quyét dinh
khong thém ké t6i 6ng hay la di nao hét, chang
trd qua Dinh Tudng té thiét viéc nha cho Lé
Van D6 hay va xin cuéi phtit Thu Van cho roi.
Chang tinh tham rang bay gio¢ trén doi nay
khong ai con bi€t thuong minh nita ma minh
trong ho, vay hé minh lam lé cuéi r6i, minh dat
vg qua Nhut Tao ma lay mo ma cta cha thi da
1é.

3 ngudi chéo ghe
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Ghe t6i Dinh Tudng phai di ngang nha Lé
Véan D6 trude roi méi vé nha ba hai Tién. Thé
Phung biéu ghe ghé tai cay dua quan ddng cho
changlén, badi vi chang tic uat trong long, mudn
toé phtt cho Lé Van D6 nghe coi 6ng tinh 1€ nao
roi sé vé nha.

Chang budc vo san, thi thay nha sap ctia
ma trong nha vang teo. Chang kéu hai ba tiéng
16n, ma cting khong nghe trd 16i. Chang lay
lam la bén tho tay d& ctia, thi ctia sap bo do,
ché khong c6 gai. Chang chun vo nha thi thay
nha trong tron, giudng van tuy con, song mung
mén quan do khong con vat chi hét. Chang
diing ngo ngdn mot hoi rdi bat tu trude di ra
sau, chang thdy nhiéu vat da khong con & cho
cii, ma vat nao con do6 thi lai bo nghinh ngang.

Thé Phung thdy canh khac thuong thi
chang d6 mo hoi. Chang budc ra réi di qua nha
& mot bén dé ma hoi tham. Cé mot ba gia lum
cum noéi véi chang rang:
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— Cau hdi 6ng gia 6 mdt bén day phai hon?

Ong don d6 di mét ba bén bita ray, con & dau
dé ma hdi.

Thé Phung nghe may 16i thi bién sac, song
chang gugng ma hoi niia rang:

— Ba biét 6ng di dau hay khong?

— Ong c6 néi vé6i ai ddu ma biét. Hom trudc
ong dat chau 6ng di hét mot ngay mot dém,
rdi 6ng chau tré vé. Dém sau 6ng ché do dac
xuong ghe réi di tudt mat, bo nha sum sup dé
hém nay, khong ai thay vé nia.

Thé Phung chac ludi lac dau, tré xudng ghe
di vé nha ba hai Tién, ma trong bung da phat
nghi, chdng phai nghi Lé Vin D6 v6i Thu-Van
c6 tai hoa gi do nén phai an mat, 4y 1a nghi cho
ong chdu nang no mudn tranh minh nén gat
minh di xa, ddng c6 trén ma qua xu khac cho
khdi gdp minh niia.

Chang vé nha ndm dau dau, da that chi roi
bay gio lai thém that tinh nia, bdi vay chang
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lting dling 16 d6 nhu ké khong hon. Mdi biia
chang di qua cho Lé Van D6 ¢ ma tham chiing
coi 6ng c6 trd vé hay khong. Biia nao cting thay
cai nha sum sup bd do, ché khong thay tam
dang ai hét. Chang tham chting luon luon cho
t6i 10 biia, ma 6ng chdu Thu Van ciing khong
ve, chiing ay chang méi mon chi nga long, da
khong trong doi ntia, ma lai con qua quyét ong
chdu Thu Van gat chang.

Chang nghi con ngudi thiét la gia d6i. Minh
da lam on ctiu ho khoi bi giét, roi minh con lo
lang cho ho an & yén than; vi nhu ho khoéng
biét on thi thoéi, ho lai con bao hai minh, chau
thi tréu gheo lam cho minh ngan-ngo, con 6ng
thi gat gam lam cho minh dau dén. Do6i nhu
vay minh con & chung cha v6i thién ha ma lam
gi. Minh ciing nén vo trong chén nui non rling
bui rdi lam ban véi cd cay vui choi véi cam thu,
dudng ay c6 1é minh mdi khoi thay nhiing tinh
gia doi, nhiing thoi bac den.

Nguoi ma that vong nhu Thé Phung day
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dau cho lam quan B6 chanh tudng ciing kho-
ng vui, chdng luin la 1am dé lai cho quan B§
chanh. Lac 4y Thé Phung khong ké chtic dé lai,
ma ciing khong ké quan Bo6 chanh, chang tic
udt trong long qua, nén tu gia ba hai Tién ma
di, khong tinh phai di dau, mién la di cho khoi
cai canh vua vui dé rdi lai buon dé, di cho xa
loai ngudi la mot giong thu gid doi hung dd, di
ddng chon cdi tinh thuong dai, di didng trudng
cai chi ghét doi.

Chang tranh lang tranh x6m, cu trong
riing trong bui ma di, déi thi hai trdi cay ma
an, khat thi tim nudc viing ma uong. Chang di
tron 5 ngay, phan thi déi bung, phan thi moi
chun, nén chang ngoi dua goc cdy ma nghi.
Gi6 thoi lao rao 1a cay luc lac; trén dau chim
kéu lanh 16t, bén chon dé€ gay xe xeé. Thé Phung
ngdi ngam canh mot hoi trong long khoai hoat,
ma rdi nhé t6i dng ngoai gay gat, chang nhé téi
Thu Véan bac béo chang thi chang ciing con x6t
da suc sui.



106 § HO Biéu Chanh

Tuy Thé Phung tii nhd chi 16n méc dau
chang theo nho hoc, nhung ma chang la con
cia Vuong Thé Hung, chang tho khi phach
ctua cha nén tanh nét cang cudng, tam chi hing
ding ché khong phai nhu nha nho bac nhugc
kia, chung lam nhuc ciing cudi, gdp sau thi tu
tt. Thé Phung vao trong rling ma & ro6i ma mai
sau da khong g& dugc lai con roi thém nta,
chang cun tri nén sy ghét loai ngudi ay bay gio
no lai ghét nhi€u hon, roi thanh ra chang oan
nhon quan xa h¢i khong chtia ai hét. Chang tic
uat vi nguoi trong than da khong biét thuong
minh, ma ngudi minh yéu lai cling gat minh
ntia, ma cai long uat tc ay chang khong biét to
vdi ai, bdi vay chang vung dung day ma ndi l6n
mot minh rang:

— Thién ha ho khong thuong minh, vay
minh con thuong ai ma lam chi. Bé loai ngudi,
bay phai biét, ké tii ngay nay tao la ké thu nghich
cua bay day. D€ roi bay coi tao.
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Thé Phung néi viia dit 1oi, bong thiy co
hai ngudi duong vach lum bui ma budc ra, hai
ngudi déu ban quan xa lon lung thi khong cé
a0, moi ngudi c6 cdm mot cay mac thong, trong
tay. Nguoi di trudce trgn mat ngd Thé Phung va
héi rang:

— May 6 dau ma ddm dén day? May mdi
noi giong gi om som (6n ao) hi?

— Tao ndi gidong gi méc tao, can c& gi dén
may ma may tra hoi?

— Cha cha thang nay né cting dii ché. Troi
dau né dat vé€ ma nap cho Nguyén Soai. Chac
thang nay di do tham ché gi.

Hai nguoi 4y nhay lai 6m Thé Phung cting
ngat. Th€ Phung bi bat thinh linh tré duong
khong kip, ma vung vay cling khong ndi. Mot
ngudi thi nam tay, con mot ngudi thi cat day
dem tréi Thé Phung roi dat di. Tuy Thé Phung
khong biét bon nay la ai song chang khong so
chi hét, ct theo coi ching n¢ lam sao.
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Di mot hoi dén mot khoang dat trong, thay
cd trai la cat day ngang day doc. Hai ngudi
hung ac ay dat Thé Phung vao cai trai gitia roi
x0 chang biéu qui xudng, c6 mdt nguoi tudi
chting 16i 50, rau ria xOm xoam, cap mat chau
quau, dau bit khian den, minh mdc 4o qua, ngoi
trén van, tay chong cai gbi dua, via thay Thé
Phung thi hoi rdng:

— Viéc gi dé?

Trong hai ngudi hung ac &y c6 mot ngudi
dap rang:

— Bdm quan Nguyén Sodi, chung téi di
tuan, gap thang ndy la mdt ma né di gan trai,
nén ching téi bat ma nap cho quan Nguyén
Sodi. Chac n6 di tham do.

Ngudi dugc ton la Nguyén Sodi ay ngd
cham chi Thé-Phung mot hoi roi hoi rang:

— Mi tén ho chi, qué quan & dau, con ctia ai,
di dén day lam gi? Phai bAm cho thiét, néu gian
ta chém dau.
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— Toi tén 1a Vuong Thé Phung, con cta
Vuong Thé Hung. Goc t6i & pht Tan An. Toi
buodn di choi, rai lac dudng nén dén day.

— Thé Hung nao? Phai Thé Hung la danh
tudng ctua quan 16n Khai hoi trude hay khong?

— Thua phai, cha t6i hoi truéc la Chanh Vé
Uy

Ngudi ay nghe ndi nhu vay lat dat budc
xuong ma tréi cho Thé Phung, biéu linh nhac
ghé cho chang ngo6i réi ndi rang:

— Chu day hoi trude cing la bd ha Khoi.
Chu biét 6ng than chdu lam. Thiét la mot ding
anh hung hao kiét. Lac binh triéu ha thanh Gia
Dinh, 6ng than chdu bi thuong r6i ma binh
tudng triéu hé xap lai gan nguoi nao ciing bi
dut dau. Hoi do cha nhon 10n x6n cha thoat
dugc, khong biét 6ng than chau cé thoat khoi
hay khong.

— Thua thoat khdi, cha chau chay vé€ 4n mat
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bén Nhut Tdo mudi may nam, méi mat chung
3 nam nay.

— Vay hay sao? Chu khong de, ché phai
chu hay thi cha tim ma rudc vé & chung mot
cho déng lo cti d6 dai su vé6i chu. Chu déy tén
la Poan Hung. Tu ngay that tha Gia Dinh rdi,
chu rat vo rling qui tu nhiing ngudi dong chi
ma lap trai noi day, khong them tung phuc ai
hét. Bay gid binh cua chu cé trén ngan, luong
thuc khong thiéu gi. Chu duong tinh 1dy tinh
Pinh Tudng ma lam can bén roi sé di thau
phuc céc tinh khac. Tudng ai la, té ra chau la
con ctia quan Chanh Vé Uy. Vay théi chau 6
day véi chi. Cha chau minh lo muu né lyc ma
lam cho ho biét stc anh hung choi.

Thé Phung duong ghét théi doi, duong oan
thién ha, nén nghe Poan Hung biéu nhu vay
thi chang chiu lién. Poan Hung miing ré bén
héi quén don tiéc ma dai Thé Phung. Trong ltc
dn uong hai ngudi noéi chuyén véi nhau. Poan



Ngon cd gi6 dua (quyén 6) § 111

Hung hay Thé Phung hoc nho giéi ma khong
biét nghé vo, nén phong cho chang lam chtc
Tham Té lanh quén xuit cac dinh trai va luong
thao, con vé chinh chién thi vé Doan Hung lo.

Thé Phung bay muu thiét ké phan binh ma
dong cac cho hiém dia, bat may lang & gan phai
nap luong thuc, du nhiing anh huing dung si
ma lam vay canh. Thé Phung hiép v6i Doan
Hung ma sap ddt trong it ngay thi trong xu
Binh Cach, 1a ché Doan Hung dong trai, chang
cOn ai ma chang tong phuc.

Quan Tri Phu Tan An hay tin ay ben chay
t6 cho quan B6 Dinh Tudng ma xin ngai phai
lo liéu binh khau cho mau, néu dé lau ngay sg
e chang khoi sanh hoa 16n. Quan B& Chénh
DPinh Tudng chuyén bim véi quan Tong Déc &
Vinh Long. Quan Téng Doc nhit dién thugng
sG cho triéu dinh hay, nhut dién ha linh sai
quan B6 Chanh Hai Yén v6i Doi Trudng Pham
Ky & tinh Dinh Tudng dem binh dep loan.
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Hai Yén v6i Pham Ky dugc linh thi kiém
diém binh trong tinh dugc gdn mot ngan, roi
chon ngay tét kéo qua Binh Cach quyét quét
sach chom ong, ddng cho luong dan an cu lac
nghiép.
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CHUONG 21
(CHUONG KET)

Tﬁi khi Lé Van D6 ndng 161 udc nguyén
I v6i Anh Nguyét trong ldc nang gin tit
hoi, nén 6ng lap thé chudc Thu Van vé ma nudi,
tuy 0ng da nghe thay tanh tinh bac béo ctia Tu
Hai Yén, nhung ma 6ng nghi nghia cha con
la dao trong, néu 6ng dut cdi nghia 4y ching
nhting la t6i nghiép cho phan Thu Van ma lai
con trai dao trdi, bdi vay ong lan lya nudi Thu
Van 16n khon, kiém ch6 day Thu Vén én hoc,
tham tinh sé liéu than ma lam cho phu tt tuong
phung, rdi 6ng kiém noi yén tinh ma 4n minbh,
ddng c6 vui lap cai ki€p phong tran cho ranh.
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Nay 6ng thiy r6 Hai Yén quyén cao chtic
16n, mat mai cting nhu ngudi, ma long da
khong gidng ngudi, trudc da phu ray vg hién,
sau lai khong biét thuong con thdo, thi ong
ngao ngan thdi doi, 6ng dliing dung phong tuc,
bd&i vay luc con dung trudc mat Hai Yén thi ong
viia m&i phién mudn ma thoi, ma dén chiing
phai bé ma dat Thu Van ra di, thi trong long
ong sut sui, dng cang nghi dng cang oan han
Hai Yén.

Khong phai tai 6ng nhé ngay no Hai Yén
bit 6ng, hay la dng tiic vi Anh Nguyét thay Hai
Yén nén nang mdi chét, ma bay gié 6ng dong
long nén sanh odn han. Ong odn day 1a vi ong
nghi Hai Yén la ngudi hoc gidi, hoc da cé khoa
muc, lén ngodi cdi dia vi cha me dan, ngudi
dudng 4y co ly nao lai khong hiéu nghia cang
thudng luan ly. Néu Hai Yén ma bac vg phu
con, ay la tai cdi tam tanh ctia anh tala tam tanh
tiéu nhon. Ma ngudi tdm tanh nhu vy, sao lai
cho lam quan 16n cai tri dén mot tinh. Vg con
chdng biét thuong, thi lam sao ma biét thuong
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chung dan. Ngudi nay da khong nén cho song
lau, ma cting khong nén cho lam quan. Song
thém mot ngay thi hai cho dan thém mét ngay;,
con lam quan bao 16n thi hai cho dan cting bao
16n.

Tuy lic gan xuéng ghe ma di, 6ng Lé Van
D6 c6 htia véi Thu Van rang 6ng di qua miét
Viing Gu, va tuy ong cling bi€t Thu Van triu
mén Thé Phung nén nang muoén cho 6ng di
kiém chang, nhung ma 6ng xuong ghe roi 6ng
tham nghi rat r6 1a cha ru¢t kia con khong ra
gl hudng chi la chong, trong doi 6ng biét chac
ong thuong Thu Van ma thoi, ché 6ng khong
dam tin con ai thuong nang ntia, béi vay ong
déi y. Ong khong qua Viing Gu, 6ng lai biéu
ghe dua 6ng trd vé chtia Binh An Tu.

Clng & trong chua ndy, ma lan truéc Lé
Van D6 vi cdi chu nghia cao thugng, con Thu
Van vi tanh tinh non nét, nén 6ng chau vui vé
an phan trét mudi nam. Cing trd vé chua nay,
ma hom nay Lé Van D6 6m long odn han, con
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Thu Van thi luong ban tinh riéng, béi vay 6ng
chdu dau dau, ai thay cling biét that tinh that
chi.

Ti sém cho té6i t6i Lé Van D6 ci & ngoai
vuon ki€m viéc ma lam hoai, 6ng khong muon
noéi chuyén véi ai hét. Con Thu Van nau nudc
cung Phat roi thi nang x4n ban trong bép, khi
ngoi khoanh tay trén van ngé tam vach ta toi,
khi diing dya vai v6 ctia ngd may lum cay ram
rop.

Ong chdu déu budn, ma c¢b Ié tai hiéu y
nhau, nén 6ng lanh mat khong mudn gdp chau,
ma chdu cling xay lung khong ddm ngé ong.
Ong ch4u & trong chuia dugc vai thang.

Mot budi trua kia Lé Van D6 day co da mét
roi nén ngodi bep dudi goc moét cay da 16n ma
nghi mat. Thinh linh 6ng thay Thu Van & trong
nha bép di ra vidn, nang di cham rai, cti mat
xudng dat, chon budc tii bude. Ong ngd cham
bdm mdi thady nang hinh dang kho héo, mit
may uu sau, cdp mat sau, go ma thon, bé nhu
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ngidi dau mdéi manh vay. Ong chau may suy
nghi mot hoi roi r6i diing day kéu nang.

Thu Van giut minh, ngé lai thay 6ng diing
dua gdc ciy da thi nang bién sic. Ong dua tay
ma ngodc nang, béi vdy nang phai di lai. Khi
nang di gan t6i, 6ng ben ngoi xuong roi thé ra
ma hdi rang:

— Tai sao chdu buon dit vay?

Nang tia nudc mat, song nang cudi va dap
rang:

— Chau c6 budn viéc chi dau.

— Trong doi ndy chang con ai thuong chu
cho bang 6ng dugc. Chéau cé viéc chi uat tc
budn rau, sao chau khong noi cho ong biét?
Chau phai néi cho 6ng hiéu ding ong lo liéu
ché néu chdu gidu 6ng chau dé 6m 4p cai buon
trong long hoai, roi chau sanh binh 6ng biét
lam sao!
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Thu Van ngdi xuong, roi lugm mot 14 da
kho ma xé nho nho; nang ldng thinh khong tra
161, ma cai mat nang coi sau tham lam. Lé Van
D6 ciing ngdi im lim mot hoi roi dng méi hoi
n{ia rang:

— Chau buon vi sy cha chau phu ray chau
phéi hon?

— Khong ... Chéu c6 budn vé viéc dé dau.
Chd chi cha chdu ngheo hén ma chau khong
tim cha chdu dugc thi chau buon, cai nay cha
chdu giau sang, ma cha chau khong them nhin
chau, thi chau vui 1am ché buon la sao.

— Hay la tai ong thudt chuyén me chéau
gian nan hoi trudc cho chau hiéu, roi chau cam
thuong than phan ctia me chau ma chdu buon?

— Thua, hé chau nhé téi chuyén cua me
chdu, thi chdu thuong me chdu thiét. Nhung
ma ngay nay me chau da trd xong ng tran ai
r6i, dau chdu c6 thuong thi chdu kinh trong
trong long vay thoi, ché phdi buon roéi me chau
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song lai dugc cho chau nu6i dudng hay sao ma
buon.

— Vay ché chdu budn viée gi?
— Thua, khong c6 buon viéc chi hét.

— Hay la chau khong mudén & trong chua
ntia? Chau mudn di phai hon?

— Di dau bay gio!

Ong héi thi nang noi xudi, ma chiing nang
héi ong lai thi 6ng khong biét sao ma tra 10i.
Ong ng6i ngdm nghi gidy lau réi dép ring;

— Nhu chdau muén di qua Ving Gu thi 6ng
dat di.

- Tu y Ong.

Nang noi ba tiéng “tu y 6ng” ma nang chau
may u mdt, giong ndi nghe tham thiét, hot luy
thdy rung rung.

Ong nghe thdy nhu vay thi 6ng da hiéu ro
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y nang budn la vi phan cach Thé Phung, ché
khong phai buon viéc chi khéc.

Tu y 6ng! Néu thiét nang dé€ tu y ong liéu
dinh, thi tha la 6ng gi€t nang chét rdi ong tu
van ma chét ludn, ché 6ng khong danh ga nang
cho ai hét. Mot mau mot thit 1a cha véi con ma
cha con chdng biét thuong con, hudng chi la
khac gidong khac dong 1a vg v6i chong, chong
thuong vg ndi gi ma ong giy cudc vg chong
cho nang. Ciing vi cugc vg chong ma me nang
ngay trudc phai day gié dan suong, phai tréu
cay nuot dang.

Buc tranh thé tham con treo trudc mat s
s0, cai dudng chong gai lé nao dng nd xudi nang
xOng pha vao do. Néu d€ tu y ong liéu dinh,
thi chac la 6ng khuyén nang lanh xa tran tuc,
khinh bi loai ngudi, ché théc tuc bat luong lan
can cang nhudc nho, ngudi phi nghia chung
cha cang phién ndo.

Ngat vi miéng noi ty y 6ng, ma long mudn
theo y nang; lai long vi thuong nang nén 6ng
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khong né cai, bdi vay ong phai nhut dinh dat
nang qua Viing Gu ma do tin ttc Thé Phung.

Lé Van Do gai hét tai vat cho Hoa Thugng
roi dat Thu Van ra di. Nang da hét buon ma
ong biéu di, coi bo nang lai phin chan lam.

Ghe di ngang qua chg Bén Tranh nham luc
ban dém, tr&i c6 trang ma bi may an nén td phia
coil6 ma. Viia qua khoi chg, bong thay dua mé
song, bén tay mdt dén dudc sang loa, ngudi ta
duong lao nhao 16 nhé. C6 hai tén linh kéu ghe
ghé lai roi bat hét nhiing ngudi duéi ghe ma
dat [én mot cai nha 16n dua mé song.

Lé Van D6 dat Thu Van vd nha, thay co
mot ngudi, tudi chiing 50, duong ngoi tai bd
van gitia, con hai bén thi ngudi ta diing dong
ntic. Nguoi 4y hoi 6ng rang:

— Ghe di dau ma di dém hom vay hu?

— T6i di qua Ving Gu.

— Chi vay?
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— Toi dat chau t6i di qua bén tham ba con.
— Khong dugc, phai & lai day.

— Thua cau, toéi c6 viéc gap xin cau lam
phudc tha cho t6i di. Toi o toi 16i gi dau ma
cau bat toi.

— E! Quan trén day ta hé ai di ngang qua
day thi bat hét thay. Cho mi di sao ddng. Quan
trén mo linh ma dep gidc, day ta sang mai nay
phai nap cho du mdt tram. Mi phai & day ddng
ta dan di nap.

— Thua cau, m¢ linh thi md ngudi trai trang
ché t6i gia ca, cau bat t6i vay thi toi nghiép cho
toi lam cau.

— Oi! Gia tré gi cing bat hét thay. Néu kén
trai trang thi lam sao cho du so.

— Céu bat t6i di linh, r6i con chau toi day
né bo vo toi nghiép lam ciu.

— Néu n6 bo vo thi né & day. Chiing nao
yén gidc roi mi trd lai day ma rudc no.



Ngon cd gi6 dua (quyén 6) § 123
— Tbéi nghiép toi lam cau.

— Thoi, dling c6 néi nhay. G d6 ding khuya
ta di cap.

Lé Van D6 véi Thu Van ng6 nhau ma khoc.
Ong hoi thim ngudi ta thi méi hay ngudi bat
ong day la Ly Truong. Vi Poan Hung day loan
trong phia rting Binh Cach, quan B6 Chanh
Pinh Tuong vung linh quan Téng Poc dem
binh qua dep loan. Méi gidp chién mot tran
dau, quan B6 Chanh thua, binh hao gan phan
ntia, nén phai truyén linh cho cac xa thon phai
chiéu binh ma cap thém cho ngai. Lé Van D¢
héi r6i méi hiéu ngudi ta bat 6ng day la bat [am
linh dang di dep loan Doan Hung.

Ong liéu thé nan ni ciing khong khoi ma
chong cu ciing khong dugc, cung dudng roi
ong phai chiu phép xin tam gé&i chdu & lai nha
Ly Trudng, ding ranh chon cho 6ng di, Ly
Trudng chiu cho, va kéu vg ma biéu dem Thu
Van vo6 trong cho nang nghi.
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Pén khuya Ly Trudng diém linh ma ro6i dat
di cap cho quan Bo. Lé Van D6 can ddn Thu-
Van phai & day ma chd 6ng. Nang lo s¢ nén
khéc dam.

Lé Van D¢ vao 6 trong dai trai ba ngay ma
khong dugc thay médt quan Bo Chanh Hai Yeén.
Qua biia thu tu, 16i tdng sdng 6ng thay binh
linh lao nhao 16 nhoé trudc trai mét top dong
chting 16i bon ndm tram ngudi, kéo nhau ma
di. Top d6 di r6i, ngudi ta lai diém nhiing binh
linh con lai. Ngudi ta lya linh trai trang manh
mé ma gom trudc cua trai.

Con Lé Van D6 véi mot top chling 161 ndm
sau chuc ngudi toan la linh gia cd yéu dudi, thi
nguoi ta bo lai giti trai. Cach mot lat, Lé Van
D6 ngé thay quan B6 Chanh Tu Hai Yén, dau
bit khan den, minh mdc 4o rdng xanh, & trong
trai budc ra rdi leo lén kiéu ma ngoi, c6 moét tén
linh che mot cay 1ong diing mdt bén cdi kiéu.

Trong dong 3 hoi roi top linh trai trang ay,
ké xach roi trudng, ngudi vac mac thong, kéo
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nhau ma di trudc, kiéu ctia quan B6 di theo
sau. Lé Van Do dung trong trai ma ng6, mi¢ng
chum chim cudi, song khong ai hiéu 6ng cudi
viéc chi.

Mt trdi viia x€ bong, Lé Van D6 v6i may
tén linh & trong trai duong ban luén v6i nhau vé
su chinh chién, bong nghe trong rting phia bén
tay mdt co trong dong vang-vay, roi lai nghe c6
tiéng hoi. Céch chang bao lau, rai rac c6 miy
tén quin hao hén chay vé trai va la rang:

— Binh cia minh dé ro6i. Thé giac manh
lam! Chay, chay!

May muoi linh giti trai déu bién sac, phan
nta béd ma chay, con phan nua lao xao trudc
cla trai, song khong chiu dao ty. Lé Van Do
tinh tdo nhu thudng, ai 1on xdn madc ai, 6ng
cu ding gitia trai ma ngo6. Thinh-linh 6ng thay
quan Bo Chanh Hai Yén & trong rting chay ra,
dau rét mat khan, tay 6m dao réng, va nham
huéng trai ma chay vé. Phia sau lung ngai thi
c6 mdt tép ngudi & tran dua lung trui tay cam
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cOn cam mac ma rugt theo ngai va la hét om
sOm.

Lé Van Do thay r6 rang quan Bo ra khoi
ring chua bao xa, ké bon ay ruot theo kip,
chém ngai mot mac té sip, roi hai ba dta ap lai
cat 6 lay ddu ma béu 1én. Tuy 6ng oan han Hai
Yén, nhung ma ong thay 6ng ta chét mot cach
rat ghé gém nhu vay 0ng cling dong long, nén
ong hét 1én rang:

— Bon ta phai ra tiép quan 16n ché.

Trong trai im lim, 6ng ngd lai thi quan linh
da chay hét, duy con cé mot minh 6ng d6 ma
thoi.

Quén gidc tran vo trai bat tréi 6ng, roi phan
ra mot top & chiém trai, con mot tép dat Lé Van
b6 va dem dau quan B6 vé€ nap cho Nguyén
Sodi. Khi di gan t6i ctia trai cia Doan Huing, Lé
Van D6 dom thay ¢ hon mdt tram binh bi troi
dé ngdi sap hang tai d6 ma cha linh.

Nguyén Sodi Doan Hung ngé thay dau cta
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quan B6 Chanh Hai Yén thi muing rd, lién hoi
quan dem béu trudc ctia dai trai ma thi oai.
Nguoi méi dugc dai thang, trong long con
khodi hoat, khong n& tan hai sanh linh, b&i vay
ngai sai bo ha budc ra hdi nhitng quan nghich
bi bat coi nhu ai chiu hang dau thi tha, con ai
khong chiu thi xt tram. Nhiing quan linh bj
bat, ké s6 hon mot tram, viia nghe linh thi ting
1én xin hang dau hét thay, duy c6 hai nguoi
la Lé Van D6 v6i mot ngudi niia, ngoi tro tro
khong chiu qui hang.

Poan Hung day dan hai nguoi &y vo trai,
nd nat om som, rdi truyén linh dan dem giao
cho quan Tham Ta tri t6i. Lic quan dan di, Lé
Van D6 dom coi méi hay ngudi khong chiu
dau hang véi minh d6 1a Doi truéng Pham Ky.

Vuong thé Phung duong ngodi trong trai,
bong cé quan vao bdo rang quan Nguyén Sodi
xudt tran dugc toan thang, lai cé bat 2 ngudi
gia, mot ngudi toéc cut ma bac trang, con mot
nguoi rau toc con den thui, hai ngudi dy cling
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cdi khong chiu hang dau, nén quan Nguyén
Soai day dan giao cho chang dinh doat.

Thé Phung chau may va day dat ngudi gia
toc bac ma cut d6 vao trai cho chang xem trudec.
Quén dan Lé Van D6 vo va biéu qui trudce an.
Thé Phung vtia ngé thdy o6ng thi chang bién
sac, 14t dat chay lai ma trdi va mai 6ng ngoi. Lé
Vian D6 chung hiing, khong hiéu vi ¢ nao Thé
Phung méi cach 6ng hai thang nay, ma bay gio
tréd nén mot tudng gidc. Hai ngudi déu bg ngo
va cling hdi nhau tai lam sao ma ra dén ndi nay.

Thé Phung t6 trudc ring chang vé Viing
Gu thua viéc hon nhon cho ngoai nghe, 6ng
ngoai da khong bang long ma con nhuc ma
Thu Van ntia. Chang ttic gian bo tré qua Dinh
Tudng thi 6ng v6i Thu-Van da tron chang ma
di mat. Chang ndi t6i dé coi bd chang buodn
lam, chang ngam nghi mot lat r6i ndi ntia rang,
—— Ngudi doi khong con tinh nghia chi hét, &
chung cha v6i ho ntta ma lam gi. Toi lam giac
day, la tinh giét cho sach nhiing ké v6 tam vo
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dao phi nghia bac an dang lap mot d6i méi cho
nhon déan huéng mui dao nghia.

Lé Van D6 hiéu Thé Phung trach 6ng véi
Thu Van. Ong ngoi lang thinh, ¢t ngdé chang
ma tia nuGc mat.

Ong suy nghi gidy lau r6i méi ndi rang:

— Cau khong rd cong viéc, nén cau hon t6i
cling phai. Song t6i bé Dinh Tudng ma di, nao
c6 phai t6i tron cdu dau. Néu toi trén cau thi
lam sao ma ngay nay t6i gdp cau day.

Ong ngin ngai mot hoi niia r6i mdi chiu
td thiét su Hai Yén la cha ruét Thu Van, méi
thuat chuyén Hai Yén phi ray con, da khong
chiu nhin con, ma con dudi di ra cho khéi tinh
nta. Tré vé chuia Binh An Ty Thu Van thuong
nhd chang, nén gay mon kho héo, ting thé 6ng
phéi dit qua Viing Gl ma tim chang, chang dé
di dén Bén Tranh bj Ly Trudng bat d6ng ma dién
linh.
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Thé Phung nghe r6 dau du6i méi hét gian
nén hoi ong rang:

— Véy ché nang Thu Van bay gio ¢ dau?
— T6i g&i n6 ¢ nha Ly Trudng.

Thé Phung ngoi suy nghi moét hoi niia roi
néi mdt minh rang:

— Bay gi¢ di rudc nang dem vé day cling bat
tién. Thoi d€ nang & do it biia réi sé tinh. Cha
cha! Ma quan B6 van hoc cao lam, sao cach cu
XU cuia ngai lai dé tién qua nhu vay kia.

Lé Vin D4 ndi rang:

— C6 phai hé hoc gidi thi biét nhon nghia
dau. Ngudi nhu vay hén chi bi giét, dang lam.

— Ai giét?

— Cam binh danh gidc nén bi gidc giét, ché
al.

— Giét hdi nao?
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— Hoi trua ndy. Quan cat dau vé nap bay
gio con duong béu trudc cua trai.

Thé Phung nghe ndi bién sac. Chang ving
ding déy roi chang lai ng6i xuéng ma ndi rang :

— Thoi, 6ng § day véi toi, roi thing thang sé
tinh. Con nguoi nao bi bat véi 6ng ma khong
chiu dau d6? Ong biét hon?

Lé Van D¢ dap rang:
— Biét. Ngudi d6 la Ddi trudng Pham Ky.

— Vay sao! Toi nghe tén, ma khong biét mat
anh ta. Bay gi¢ gi€t nd thi toi nghiép, ma tha né
thi hiém ngheo, vi n6 ciing la ngudi lgi hai lam.
Du n6 dau dugc hon?

— Chac 1a khong dugc.

— Néu vay thi phai giét. Bay gid toi phai di
lién ra dai trai ma xin cdi dau cua quan Bo déng
chon cét cho th té, vi tuy ngudi 6 quay véi vg
con, song ngudi la cha caa Thu Van, nén khong
1é toi dé vay dugc. Vay tdi giao cay guom nay
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cho 6ng, ong bi€u quan dan Pham Ky ra mé
ring ma chém no di.

Thé Phung day 5 tén quan dat Pham Ky di
va dua mot cay guom cho Lé Van D6 ma hoi di
theo. Chang sap dat an bai r6i chang méi di ra
dai trai.

Quan dan Pham Ky di ra mé rling, Lé Van
D6 cam guom di theo, 6ng liéc mat coi thi thay
anh ta khong c6 chut chi sg sét hét. Khi di t6i
cho r6i, Lé Van D6 budc lai hoi Pham Ky rang:

— Mi biét dem mi di dau day khong?
— Dem di giét, ché dem di dau.

— Mi khong sg chét sao?

— Chét vi b6n phan ma sg gi.

— Mi biét ta hon? Mi nhin cho ky di, rdi c6
chét.

Pham Ky trgn mat ng6 ngay Lé Van D6 roi
mat bién sic, chon thoi lui hai ba budce va noi
rang:
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— Lé Van bo!

Lé Vin D6 gat dau va cudi va noi rang:

— Phai. Ta day. Mi tudng ta chét roi ha? Té
ra ta khong chét, ma bay gié mi phai chét. Mi
coi do thi biét Troi Phat hai ké lam quay, ché
chang hé khi nao giét ngudi lam phai bao gio.

Pham Ky cti mat xudng dat, khong ndi chi
hét. Lé Van D6 budc lai mé tréi cho anh ta roi
ndi rang:

— Tuy ta la quan trom cudp, song ta céd
nhon, ché khong phai doc dc nhu cac quan cta
mi vay dau. Ta tha mi da, mi mudn di dau thi di

di.

Pham Ky riu riu budc vao rting. Lé Van D¢
dat 5 tén quan tré vé trai, ong va di va cudi
chum chim.

00o0
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Vuong Thé Phungbiét ro dugc tinh cia Thu
Vén va hay Thu Van di tim chang, thi chang lay
lam boi réi lam. Néu bo Doan Hung ma di theo
Thu Van thi thanh ra minh la ngudi phan ban,
khinh nghia trong tinh; con néu dem Thu Van
vao trai thi chdng nhiing la bét tién cho nang,
ma con sg e c6 xay déu chi nguy hiém nang
phai lién luy ntta. Chang suy té6i tinh lui hoai,
khong biét liéu 1é nao. Cung thé r6i chang méi
khuyén Lé Van D¢ tré ra Bén Tranh dat Thu
Vién di kiém choé nuong ngu, dgi it ngay coi thé
cudc may rui lé nao roi chang sé liéu dinh.

Lé Van D¢ di it ngay roi tré vé trai ma noi
rang Thu Van & yén noi nha Ly Trudng ngoai
Bén Tranh. Nang mudn & do cho gan dang nghe
tin tic cua chang, chd khong chiu di dau hét.
Nang khuyén chang phai lo lam cho r& rang céi
phédn sy nam nhi, con phan nang thi dau nguy
bién thé nao, nang ciing giti chat mdt long mot

da.
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Lé Vin D6 lai cho Thé Phung hay ring
quan Tong Doc quyét bao thu cho B6 Chanh
Hai Yén, nén sap kéo dai binh dén Binh Cach.
Thé Phung gat dau ma cudi, coi bd chang kho-
ng lo sg chi hét.

Cudc dep loan Binh Cach chdng cin phai
noi dai, vi ai cling biét s6 it thi phai thua s6
nhiéu, thé yéu thi phai thua thé manh. Ay 1a
1€ ty nhién, ché khong phai hay dé. Binh cta
Poan Hung ké chting hon mot ngan, con binh
cta Tong Doc gan t6i 5 ngan. Pa biét binh cua
Poan Hung thdy déu la ngudi cdm td, nhung
ma mdt ngudi phai cy dén 5 ngudi, dau hay
dau gioi thé nao cling khong thang néi.

Hai bén giap chién véi nhau, btia ddu Doan
Hung tuy yéu thé, song rang stic chong cu, béi
vay quan Tong D6c khong doat dugce. Qua bia
sau binh Doan Hung bi hao nhiéu nén da mdng
roi. Tuy vdy ma Doan Hung ciing nd luc chéng
cy tii sém mai cho dén mat troi lan. Quan Tong
Doc biét gidc thé da yéu roi, boi vay trdi gan toi
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ma ngai khong chiu thau binh ct dong tréng
thuc binh ham trai.

bén do den Doan Hung con ding gitia
dong binh ma doc chién. Thinh linh quan bao
rang dai trai da bi cudp réi. Poan Hung cat
tiéng than rang:

— Né€u vay thi mang ta da hét roi.

Anh ta néi cé may 16i roi rut guom dam
hong ma chét tai mdt tran. Binh tuéng thay
Nguyén Soai da tu van thi v6 tan, manh ai ndy
kiém dudng ma thodat than.

Thé Phung v6i Lé Van D6 & trai sau ma coi
luong thuc. Hai ngudi nghe ndi dai trai bi cuép,
lién dat binh dén tiép ctu. Di dugc ntia duong,
xay gap binh gidc, hai bén hon chién véi nhau.
Lé Van D6 ct di mot bén Thé Phung ma tié€p
chang. Troi t6i ma lai dudng riing, béi vay hai
bén danh nhau, ma khong thay nhau cho ré.

Thé Phung thay binh ctia chang muon thoi,
chang bén x0c t6i ma doc chién. Thinh linh
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cd mot ngudi cao 16n cam mot cay mac thong
nhay dam chang. Tuy tr6i t6i ma nho luéi mac
sang sang, nén chang ngo thay, béi vay chang
lach minh ma tranh.

Chang thiét la le, nhung ma trdnh cling
khong khoi. Ludi mac trat cai nguc, roi no lai
dam ngay vao vai tay mdt ctia chang lam cho
chang té sap. Lé Van D6 voi-vang muon dé ma
ong d6 khong kip. Tuy vay ma 6ng ciing le tri,
ong dap ngudi cao 16n dy mot cay ngay trén
dau, ngudi ay luc lac roi buong cay mac nhao
nglia nam ngay do.

Lé Van D6 budce lai coi thi luGi mac con
méc trong vai Thé Phung. Ong lat dat rut ra,
mau tudn theo nhu x6i. Thé Phung thég e-e,
khong noi chi dugc hét. Ong lién ké vai cong
chang roi bang qua riing, kiém dudng ma chay
ra Bén Tranh. Cong nang, trdi t6i, dudng kho
di, bdi vay Ong lan quin trong riing, chd téi
sang, ong thiy mat tr6i méi nham hudng ma
di dugc.
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bén trua, ong ra gan téi Bén Tranh, o6ng
ben kiém cho khod rao sam udt ma dé chang
nim xudng. Ong coi ky lai thi thdy chang bi c6
mot miii mac tai vai ma thoi. Tuy vay ma vi bi
mau ra nhiéu qud, nén mat chang xanh don, lai
chang bat tinh, cti nam thd é-¢ hoai khong noi
chi dugc hét.

Ong ngam nghia mot hdi r6i ong dé chang
nam tai do, 6ng chay riét lai nha Ly Trudng lén
thong tin cho Thu Van hay. Thu Véan nghe néi
thi khoéc dam. Nang tron vg chong Ly Trudng
ma di véi 6ng, dang cd lo muu ctu Thé Phung.
Khi dén néi, nang thay chang nhu vay thi nang
cang lo sg, b&i vay nang xin 0ng phai lap thé
ctiu chang ché néu dé chang & trong riing kho-
ng c6 thudc men chi hét, thi chac chang phai
chét.

Ong suy nghi mot héi réi 6ng biéu nang
& dé dé ong di mudén mot chiéc ghe luon ma
dem chang vé Ving Gu.

Troi chang vang t6i, Lé Van Do trd lai néi
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rang dng da mudn ghe xong roi, dgi tdi mot lat
r6i 6ng sé dem chang xuéng ghe ma di. Ong
coi lai thi Thu Van da xé hét ntia vat 4o ma nit
cai vit cia Thé Phung.

Lé Van D6 dgi nha ho tat déen ngt hét roi
ong lén cong Thé Phung ma dem xudng ghe,
ong cong di trudc, Thu Van di theo sau. Dem
xudng ghe roi, 6ng dé Thé Phung nam trong
khoang gitia, 6ng biéu Thu Van ng6i mot bén
ma coi chiing, r6i 6ng lay mot cdy dam ra ngoi
phia truéc mii ma boi phu dang ghe di cho
mau.

Di chua dugc bao lau, xay gap mot chiéc
ghe 16n can ngang song, co ti€éng ngudi bén
chiéc ghe 4y ndi rang:

— Ghe luon di dau day? Vo ddng cho ta xét
Coi nao.

Lé Van D6 mudn boi lach ma di. Ngdt vi
chu ghe chéo lai sg qud, nén ra mai chéo ma
cdp mot bén chiéc ghe 16n ay, trong ghe ving
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ndi lén hai cay dudc lén sang loa. Lé Van Do
dom thdy Pham Ky dung dua mui ghe thi 6ng
bién sac.

Pham Ky hoi rang:

— Ghe di dau ma dong di vay?

Lé Van D6 viia muon tra 16i, thi Pham Ky
ngd thiy 6ng, nén anh ta noi ti€p rang:

~ Ua! Lé Van D6 day ma! Mi gip ta roi! Rai
cho mi qua!

Lé Vian Do dung day déap rang:

— Phai. Lé Van D¢ la ta day. Troi khién
hom trudc ta thuong mi, ta khong né giét mi,
nén ngay nay ta bi mi hai lai thi ta cam chiu, ta
khong cai choi gi.

— Néu mi biét nhu vay thi leo qua day cho
linh né tréi cho mau.

— Mi mu6n ta nap minh cho mi thi ta nap.
Song ta xin mi mdt diéu nay. Chau cua ta bi
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binh ndng nén ta phai dua né vé nha. Vay xin
mi cho ta ky ba ngay rdi ta sé nap minh. Trong
ba ngay ntia mi & chd nao mi néi cho ta biét
trudc, roi dung ky ta sé dén d6 ma tho toi.

Pham Ky dting trim ngdm, chang hiéu anh
ta tinh viéc gi ma cach mdt hoi anh ta lai noi
rang :

— Hom trudc mi tha ta khong 1é biia nay ta
lai bat mi. Véy ta cling tha mi ma tri cai nghia
no. Song ta no6i cho mi biét rang lam quan ciing
cd ké quay ngudi phai, cling cé ngudi biét on
biét nghia chd khong phai mi cé nhon, con ta
day khong biét nhon nghia dau. Théi mi di di.
Ta khong bat mi dau. Ta khuyén mi moét diéu
nay, la phai lanh than, dung c6 gdp ta nia, béi
vi hé gdp ta niia, thi ta vi phan sy ta khong thé
nao dung mi ntia dugc.

Lé Vin D6 x6 ghe ra ma di, 6ng khong ta
on, ma ciing khong tu gia.

Tang sang ghe qua t6i song Viing Gu.
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Lé Van Do hoi tham lan 1an mdéi tim dugc
bén 6ng Pam Ty Chin. Ong d¢ Thu Van &
duéi ghe v6i Thé Phung, con 6ngleo 1én bé ma
di thang vo nha.

Ong Dam Ty Chin duong diing trudc ctia,
bong thiy Lé Van D6 budc vo san, chd stia om
som. Ong la chd, ré6i diing chd coi ngudi la &y
dén cé viéc gi.

Lé Van Do vo t6i truéc mdt 6ng roi hoi
rang:

— Co phai la 6ng Ty Chan hon?

— Phai. Ong & dau?

— Phai Th€ Phung la chau ngoai ctia 6ng
hén?

— Phai. Hoi chi vay?

— Thé Phung bi binh ning lam. T6i lam on
chég gium chang vé cho 6ng day. Chang & duéi
ghe. Xin 0ng cho phép dem chang lén.
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Tu Chan nghe n6i Thé Phung binh ndng
thi 6ng kinh tam, lat dat chay ra mé song, kho-
ng thém hoi déu chi hét. Ong thdy Thé Phung
nam dudi ghe, dng nhay dai xuéng 6m chang
ma khéc, 6ng t6i tim may mdt dén ndi khong
thady Thu Van ngoi mét bén do. Kim Hué va
ban be trong nha nghe tin ciing chay tua ra. Tu
Chan muon 6m Thé Phung ma dem 1én nha,
Lé Vin D6 can 6ng, biéu ong 1én trudc, dang
cho nhe ghe rdi sé lap thé dem Thé Phung 1én
sau.

Tu Chéin v6i Thu Vanleo 1én bg, Lé Van Do
dé Thé Phung ngoi day roi ké vai cong chang
dem 1én. Ong cong di thing vao nha dé nim
ngay trén van. Ty Chan, Kim Hué v6i Thu Van
xum lai ding chung quanh, ké kéu ngudi khoc
om som ma Thé Phung nam im lim, khong noi
chi hét, mat nham hi hi, mai thé hoi hép ma
thoi.

Kim Hué hoi ban di rudc thay thuoc. Lé
Véan D6 xin mot chén nudc néng roi biéu Thu
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Véan vach miéng d6 ti giot cho chang uodng.
Kim Hué lai nhing nuéc khan dem lau madt
cho chang. Chang hiéu la nhd nuéc nhéu thim
giong hay la nho khan lau mat mdt, ma cach
mot 1at Thé Phung m& mat ngd thdy Thu Van
ngodi bén tay trdi, Kim Hué ngoi bén tay mat
thi chang cudi. Thu Van véi Kim Hué muing
quynh nén ké kéu 6ng ngudi kéu cha lai ma
Coi.

Thé Phung néi nhé nho rang:
— Khat nudc lam. Cho t6i xin mét chén
nudéc uong.

Kim Hué lat dat di rét nuée. Tu Chan véi
Lé Van D¢ thdy Thé Phung da tinh lai r6i, thi
hai 6ng muing, nén ng6é nhau ma cudi.

Thé Phung uéng nta chén nudc chang
d6 mo hoi roi méi thiét tinh. Chang ngd 6ng
ngoai, r6i ngd Lé Vian D6 ma hoi rang:

~ Ong dua toi vé nha dng ngoai toi day phai
hon?
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Lé Van D¢ gat dau. Thé Phung day qua ngé
ong ngoai ma noéi nlia rang:

— Néu khong c6 6ng day ctiu t6i thi t6i c6
thay mdt 6ng ngoai véi di dau.

Ong Ty Chén thuong chdu qué nén dong
chay nudc mat ma ndi rang:

— Hoi nay 6ng s¢ chdu chét, nén 6ng khdc
dd. Thoi, chau nam nghi, diing c6 ndi nhiéu
ma mét. D€ mot lat 6ng thay thuoc dén 6ng coi
mach r6i hot thuoc cho chdu uong.

Thé Phung gat dau r6i nham mat nam nghi.
Lé Vin D6 ndi véi 6ng Tu Chan rang tron hai
dém mot ngay Thé Phung khong cé én com én
chdo chi hét. Ty Chan nghe nhu vay ben hoi
Kim Hué di nau chdo cho thiét 1éng dang cho
Thé Phung én.

Kim Hué di nau chdo. Thu Van thiy Thé
Phung nghi rd6i nén nang cting di theo Kim
Hué xuong bép. Ty Chan véi Lé Van D6 muodn
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dé cho Thé Phung ndm ém cho khoe, nén hai
ong dat nhau ra phia trudc ma udng nude.

Tu Chén hdi Lé Van D6 rang:

— Chdu t6i n6 dau sao vay 6ng? Sao toi thay
ch6 vai né mau déng kho queo vay? Ong gip
n6 6 dau ma ong ctiu n6é do?

— D€ cu tinh lai rdi cau noi cho dng nghe.
Toi khong hi€u chi hét.

— C6 1é nao 6ng khong hiéu. Ong néi so
cho t6i nghe mot chut coi ma.

— Thiét t6i khong hiéu. Néu t6i hiéu thi toi
noi, chd dau 6ng lam chi.

Ong Ty Ché&n ngdi ngdm nghi mot hoi roi
héi niia rang:

— Con nhé nho d6 phai vg ndé khong?
— Khong phai.

— Vay ché no la ai? Sao né lai theo thang
no?
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— Con dé 1a chdu cta t6i. N6 di véi t6i ché.
— No tén gi?
— Tén Thu Van.

— Thu Van ... Té ra con nay la Thu Van.
Phai roi.

Ty Chan méi noi t6i do, ké 6ng thay thudc
buéc vo. Ong 1at dat tiép chao réi dit vo coi
mach cho Thé Phung lién. Ong thdy thudc vira
nim tay thi Thé Phung giut minh mé mét. Ong
chan mach va coi ludn cai vit ddm nai vai roi
ngé Pam Ty Chin ma ndi rang:

— TAm can phé phu chang c6 chi hét. Tai
cai vit do lam cho mdu ra nhiéu qué nén cau Tu
mat stc. D€ toi hot it thang thudc cho cau uong
ma lay suc lai va tdi cho thuoc dan cai vit do
cho mau lanh. Trong mdt thang thi cau manh
nhu xua, khong hai gi ddu ma ong sg.

Tu Chan v6i Lé Van D6 nghe noéi nhu vay
thi miing hét stc, nén maoi 6ng thay thudc lai
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van gitia ngo6i an trau. Lam thay thudc phai
lo cttu binh, ché khong nén ham ndi chuyén
nhiéu, bdi vay ong thay thuoc an mot miéng
trau roi tit ma vé va xin cho mdt dua dua dng
ddng lay thudc luon thé.

Kim Hué v6i Thu Van nau chdo rdi ben
muc bung 1én cho Thé Phung dn, mot ngudi
ngdi mot bén ma ép mai. Thé Phung ngoi day
khong ndi, con ndm ngtia thi kho an. Lé Van
D6 thay vay ben dé chang nam nghiéng qua
phia tay trdi la mé Thu Van ngo6i. Thu Van méi
muc chdo dut cho chang an. Kim Hué véi Tu
Chén ngé nang tran tran roi lai ngé nhau ma
cudi chum chim.

Thé Phung dn chéo r6i nim nghi. Ong Ty
Chan moi Lé Van D6 véi Thu Van di an com.
Ong ngdi 4n ma 6ng noéi chuyén vui vé lim,
ong ct ta on Lé Van D6 hoai. Con Kim Hué
thi theo ndi chuyén véi Thu Van, héi tuoi, hoi
me cha, hoi ctia nha, hoéi qué quan. Hai tudi thi
nang noi thiét, con mdy déu kia thi nang noéi
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déi rang nang & vam Ky Hon, me cha khuit
sém, ti nho chi 16n nang nho 6ng chy, la Lé
Van D¢, nudi nang.

Pén x¢é, Lé Van D6 thay Thé Phung da khoé
roi, 6ng ben noéi véi 6ng Ty Chan va Thé Phung
ddng 6ng di. Thé Phung hoéi 6ng rang:

- Ong di dau?

— Toi vé bén.

— Bén nao?

— V€ bén Ky Hon, hodc la vé bén Dinh
Tudng cing dugc, bay gid con ai ngdn cam
niia ma sg.

Thé Phung nam suy nghi mdt chat roéi xin
ong ngoai budc lai gan ma noi rang:

— Chdau muon xin véi dng mot diéu, khong
biét dugc hon?

— Dbuogc, duge. Chau mudn xin mot chuc
diéu ong ciing cho, chang luan la mot diéu.
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Mién la chau manh thi théi, chdu muon viéc
chi cing dugc hét. Chau lam 6ng s¢ qua. Chau
mudn xin 6ng ding cudi Thu Van cho chau
phai hon?

— Thua khong.

— Ua! Vay ché xin viéc gi? Chau mudn cudi
thi ong cudi cho, bay gié 6ng khong cai nia
dau.

— Thua, khong. Viéc 4y la viéc trong, dé
thing thang chg, chau manh réi sé tinh. Bay
gio chau xin 6ng moét diéu nay, chau con song
ma thdy mat ong, dy 1a nhd cé 6ng day ctiu
chau, da ctiu chau khoi chét, malai con chd ma
dua chau vé day niia. Chau khong biét 1ay chi
ma dén on, vay xin 6ng cam an nhon cua chau
¢ lai day cho t6i ngay chdu lanh manh ro6i chau
sé liéu.

Ty Chan day qua ng6 Lé Van D6 ma néi
rang:
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— Chau t6i né muoén nhu vy dé, xin ong
lam on & lai day dang cho no vui long ma uéng
thuoc. Hom trudc toéi khong biét ong véi con
chau kia, nén thing chau t6i né vé nd noi, toi
tudng nd kho dai bi nguoi ta du do, bai vay toi
c6 ndi mot hai ti€ng khong phai. Toi xin 6ng
diing c6 phién. Vi t6i thuong chau nén t6i lo
cho no, ché khong phai téi hon gian chi ong.
Nay t6i biét 6ng véi con chdu roi, d6ng lai c6 on
ctiu chau t6i, ciing nhu 6ng da dé né mot lan
ntia, vay tdi muon 6ng ga chau 6ng cho chau
toi phut cho rdi, ddng hai anh em minh gan gii
v6i nhau ma chuyén van cho vui.

Kim Hué nghe néi chuyén hoén nhon ma
nhu noi chuyén pha ltung, khong dgi mai moi
chi hét, thi nang che mi¢ng ma cudi. Con Thu
Van thi nang then thua, nén budc trai ra ngoai
clia ma dung.

Lé Van D6 ngd ngay Ty Chan ma noi rang;

— Vi cdu Thé Phung c6 binh nhiéu, néu
khong chiéu long cau, sg e cau budn ma sanh
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binh n{ia. Va ngay trudc cau cling cd ctu toi
roi cau cling san sdc tdi. Vay thi bay gio toi san
long & lai day trudc cho cau vui, sau toi dén on
cho cdu. Con viéc hon nhon, thi t6i xin 6ng
hudn hudn, dng chang nén tinh voi, bsi vi 6ng
madi gdp toi tu hoi sém moi téi bay gio, ong
chua biét t6i cho lam, ma 6ng cling chua biét
tanh nét cua chdu t6i, néu o6ng voi qud, sg e
ngay sau 6ng khong vui.

Tu Chan nam tay Lé Van D6 lai van ngoi
va noi lia lia rang:

— Khong, khong. Hé chau tdi né vui, thi toi
vui. Bay gio n6 danh ai thi téi cudi ndy cho né.
Ong diing c6 ngai chi hét.

Lé Van Do kéu ngudi cheo ghe 1én roi tra
tién cho ngudi ay ve.

Tuy Thé Phung bi thuong nang ma chang
trai trang, khi bAm manh mé, nén mau ra nhiéu
ma chang chiu noi, roi lay stc lai cing mau. ba
vay ma chang lai mung hi¢p v6i Thu Van mot
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nha, vui thiy 6ng ngoai thuén y, bsi vay chang
udng co6 5 thang thudc thi ngdi day dugc, con
cai vit thi dan thudc lan lan cting gan lanh.

Ong Ty Chan theo hoi duyén c6 lam sao
ma chang bi vit thuong. Moi lan 6ng hdi thi
chang chau may, lac dau khong chiu néi, lan
chot chang dap rang:

— Tai 6ng nén chdu mdi c6 cdi hoa ay. Bay
gio da dugc sum hi¢p thuan hoa réi 6ng con
nhac chuyén buon lam chi niia.

Ong nghe nhu viy mdi bo biét khong hoi
tGi viéc ay niia.

Thu Van thay Thé Phung gan manh rdi thi
nang khong gan giii v6i chang niia, t6i ngay
nang cu luc thuc duéi bép ma giup Kim Hué
hodc nau com ché nudc, hodc may do va quan.

Kim Hué dom thay dung nhan nang da
tudn tg, ma tanh nét lai hién hoa, van noi co
1€ nghia, long da gitt ngay thang thi khen Thé

Phung biét lya ngudi, miing chdu tram nam
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dugc hanh phudc. Méi 6 chung c6 it bita ma
Kim Hué dem long thuong Thu Van cling nhu
gin nhau da mdy nam. Ong Ty Ch4n ciing vy,
tuy 6ng khong néi ra song hé 6ng thay mat Thu
Van thi 6ng ngo roi vuot rau ma cuoi, coi bo
ong viia long dep y lam.

Ca nha ai cling vui hét, duy c6 mot minh
ong Lé Van D6 t6i ngay ong cu di tho thin
hodc sau vuon, hodc dya mé song, 6ng co y
tranh khong muoén giap mat Tu Chén vé6i Thé
Phung. Biia nao tré ¢ trong nha di kiém ma
moi Ong vé an com, thi cling thay dng chap tay
sau dit, cui mdt xudng dat, cham rai budc tu
budc, khi khoanh tay ngéi dua buc song, ngoé
rac troi nide chay. Tai sao 6ng buén? Ong tinh
viéc gi?

Ailam Lé Van D6 ma gdp cdi canh nhu vay
cling budn, phdi tinh. Ttinhé chilén 6ng khong
c6 vg con. Ong vi céi nghia ma cyc khé lo ldng
nudi Thu Van trét 10 ndm; cdi tinh thuong cta
ong bao nhiéu 6ng cham chu cho nang Thu
Van hét thay. Thué nay ong thuong nang, ma
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vi sy thuong ay nén 6ng lo hodc lam cho nang
dugc hiép v6i cha, hodc ki€ém noi xting dang
ma ga nang, dang khi 6ng chét roi nang c6 noi
nuong dua, sum hiép véi cha, tai Hai Yén lam
cha vo dao, nén da chang thanh rdi. Con sy ga
lay chong, may gdp Thé Phung lam chong xting
dang, 6ng an long phi da lam. Tuy vay ma cong
dudng nudi day do, tinh gan giii thuong yéu
hon 10 ndm, ngay nay nang lay chong, tu nhién
nang phai phan cach 0ng, nghi téi viéc dé lam
sao ma khong budn cho dugc.

Con 6ng tinh la tinh coi hé ga Thu Van lay
chong roi 6ng lam gi. Ngay no 6ng c6 hua véi
Anh Nguyét ring dng sé hétlonglo bdo boc Thu
Van. Nay Thu Van da khon 16n, da lay chong,
thi cdi trach nhiém cua dng cling da hoan toan
r6i. Ong 12 ngudi ndo né phong tuc, ngao ngén
cudc doi; bay lau nay 6ng nhd lanh cdi trach
nhiém nuoi Thu Van, nén 6ng mdi vui long ma
ldn 1on véi tran tuc. HOm nay céi trach nhiém
ay da hét roi, thi c6 cdi gi chtt huéng nita ma
vui dugc.
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Ban dau 6ng tinh 6 chung véi vg chong Thu
Van, ma roi 6ng nghi thud nay dng quen thay
Thu Van thuong yéu c6 mét minh dng, néu
nang co chong r6i ma 6ng con ¢ chung nita, thi
Ong sé thdy cai tinh thuong ctia nang nd sé chia
b6t cho mot ngudi khac, duong 4y chac la 6ng
phai dau dén lam, bdi vay tha la 6ng xa lanh
trudce thi hay hon.

Ong mudn tré vé chua Binh An Ty ma tu,
ma ong lai nghi ¢ d6 xa Thu Van qua, dén luc
nhé nang khong biét lam sao ma tham dugc.
Vi vdy nén may biia ray ong lo tinh hoai, ma
ong chua nhtt dinh.

Thé Phung nam dung 20 ngay cai vit méi
thi¢t lanh. Ty Chan thay chang ra vo trong nha
dugc thi muiing r&, nén biéu Kim Hué lam mot
con vit nau chao cho 6ng cung cac dang.

bén chiéu Thé Phung thidy oOng ngoai
duong ngoi nodi chuyén véi Lé Vian Do, chang
beén budc lai ndi rang:
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— Thua 6ng, btia nay chau da manh ro6i, vay
xin 6ng cho phép chdu to viéc cua chdu mot
chut.

~ U, chdu mudn néi viéc gi thi néi. Noi viéc
cudi vg phai hon?

— Thua phai.

— Viéc do thi 6ng chiu rdi. Bay gid chau c6
ndi thi no6i véi 6ng chu day. Hé 6ng bang long
cho cuéi ngay nao thi 6ng cudi ngay nay.

— Thua 6ng, vé phan 6ng chu vé sau chau
sé noi. Bay gi¢ chau xin thua véi dng rang ngay
trudc chdu xin cudi nang Thu Van thi o6ng ray
la, néi chau ngu dai bi ngudi ta du do. Ngay
nay ong da thay mat, ong da biét tanh nang roi,
néu chdu xin cudi nang chang biét dng c6 viia

long hay khong?

— Ong da ndi hé chau muon chd nao thi
ong cudi cho ndy, dng khong ngan can nlia ma.
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— Pa biét 6ng khong ngan can, ma chau
cudi nang Thu Van 0ng c6 vui long hay khong
chég?

—~ Ong con kén chon ai hon nta? Hom
tridc Ong khong biét nang nén 6ng ray ra; bay
gi® ong biét roi, néu chau dugc vg nhu vay thi
chau c6 phudc lam, sao ma 6ng khong vui long.

Ong Ty Ché4n day qua ndi v6i 6ng Lé Van
D6 rang:

— Biia nay chau t6i n6 manh réi. Vay xin
anh dinh coi ngay nao lam lé cho hai tré thanh
hon véi nhau. Toi xin anh thuong chdu t6i, anh
cho phép t6i lam don so vay thoi, ché ding co
mai dong luc 1€ rinh rang qua. Chang biét anh
cd chiu vay hay khong.

Lé Van D6 tia nudc mat ma dap rang:

— Anh v6i cau Thé Phung san long thuong
chau toi, mudn thé td6i bao boc no, thiét téi cam
on lam. Tuy vay ma t6i con ngai mot diéu.
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Ong Ty Chén lién hoi:
— Anh ngai viéc gi?

— Con chau t6i cbi ciac. Vi me n6 khuat
sém, nén ttt nho chi 16n khong c6 ai day nt
cong nt hanh. T6i nuo6i nd thi nuodi cho n6 nén
vai nén voc vay thoi, chd téi lam sao ma day
con gai cho dugc. Ngay nay n6 lay chong t6i s
e n6 thua thét trong dao lam dau lam. Da vay
ma anh la buc giau co, con tdi day la ké ngheo
hen, tdi con ngai ndi sui gia khong xting véi
nhau ntia.

— Anh diing c6 lo. Nhu con chdu con kho
dai, thi thung thang con gdi t6i day d6 né. Con
viéc giau ngheo, cai dod tai trdi, cd 1& nao toi
thay anh nghéo hon t6i ma t6i khinh anh hay
sao. Anh c6 cong ctiu mang thang chau toi, cai
on ay dau tién muodn bac van ciing khé sanh
kip. Xin anh dting c6 ngai chi hét.

Thé Phung lai tiép ndi rang:
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— Thua 6ng, t6i v6i 6ng da biét bung nhau
roi. Toi xin 6ng duing c6 lay cai thoi thudng cua
thién ha ma tudng t6i ciing nhu ho. Ong da
biét tdi chudng nang Thu Van, tdi kinh trong
Ong, ay la tdi vi cai nghia ché khong phai toi
vi déu (diéu) chi khac. Ma tdi tudng bay lau
nay ong thuong toi, nang Thu Van khong ché
toi, ay cting 1a vi cdi chi khac ché khong phai
vi dong tién. Vay tdi xin 6ng sém liéu cho hai
chau két téc tram ndm véi nhau, ché dling c6
kiéng de ai ngai chi nta.

Ong Lé Vian Do ngodi lang thinh, cd ngd
ngay ra ngoai san, ma hai hang nuéc mat chay
rong rong. Ong tinh v6i Ty Ch4n va Thé Phung
dé ong cat mot cai nha nhd nhd & gan roi sé
dinh ngay lam Ié cuéi.

Ong Ty Chén lién néi ring 6ng nhiéu Khoa
chét mot nam roi, 6ng khong c6 con chau chi
hét, nén céi nha bd hoang tit 4y dén nay. Ong
lai néi cdi nha ay con tot, néu lgp sta chat dinh
thi & dugc.
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Séang biia sau 6ng Ty Chan dat 6ng Lé Vin
D6 di coi cdi nha clia 6ng nhiéu Khoa. Ong Lé
Vin D6 coi r6i thi dng vita ¥ 1dm. Ong Ty Chin
lién héi ban dén tre 14 ma sap ndc cdp vach lam
ctia lai cho chic chan.

Cai nha stia gan rdi, ong Lé Van D6 mdi
xin g&i Thu Van & lai, dding 6ng muén ghe di
ché dé dac dem qua don ma 4. Ong di khong
day 10 ngay thi ong tré qua, c6 do dac du hét.
Ong don dep xong rdi, méi dem Thu Van vé
nha méi ma 6.

Thé Phung da lanh cdi vit rdi, trong minh
da manh mé lai nhu xua. M6t budi sém moi,
chang di v6i 6ng ngoai lai nha Lé Van D6 ma
tham va xin 6ng dinh ngay lam 1€ cuéi. Lé Van
D6 khong duc ddc niia; 6ng lai dinh cho cudi
mot lan ma ong cling khong doi tién bac chi
hét.

Gan dén ngay cudi, 6ng bén ndi véi Thu
Van rang:
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— Viéc ga chau lay chong la phén sy cua
cha me chdu, ché khong phai phén sy cua ong.
Rui thay, chdu khong cé cha me, nén 6ng phai
thé d6. Vay dng khuyén chau hé vé nha chong
roi thi phai lo thd chong, phai cung kinh 6ng,
c0O, phai liéu 1am thé nao cho mot ngay kia 6ng
chét xuong ctiu tuyén, 6ng gap me cua chau,
ong khoi hé nguoi, va ong dam ndi chac véi
me cla chau rang: “Cai kiép cua chau thung
dung, ché khong phai kho ndo nhu kiép cua
me chau hoi trude”

Thu Van nghe nhac t6i me thi nang dong
long nén ngoi khdc thuc thich. Nang khoc moét
hoi roi nang vung noéi rang:

— Chdu nhé téi me chau chiing nao, chdu
cang oan cha chdau chuing nay.
Ong ngd ngay nang ma dap ring:

— Lam con khong nén odn cha me. Néu cha
me c6 qudy thi cha me chiu hinh phat, phan
lam con phai kinh trong ké sanh thanh. Dau
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cha chau c6 & bay cho may di niia, thi chau
cling nhd c6 ngudi d6 nén mdéi sanh dugc, sao
chdu khong biét on, lai tré ma odn.

— Chau c6 cau sanh chau lam chi dau! Sanh
chau ddng 6 danh xt tiét ctia me chau, chd sanh
ma ich gi. Ong muén 1dy chanh dao 6ng day
chdu, nén ndéi nhu vay, ché theo y chdu nghi
thi cha chdu khong c6 y mudn sanh chéau chut
nao hét. Ngudi quyét mua vui ma thoi, khong
ké viéc chi khac ntia. Mua vui r6i dé cho mot
nguoi don ba phai nho nhudc, d€ cho mot dua
con nit phdi bo vo, ngudi bat nhon dén thé,
chédu oan chua dang hay sao?

— Bé&i bat nhon nén mdéi tang mang.

~ Ong noi ai ting mang?

— TUu Hai Yén ché ai.

— Uy! Chét hdi nao? Sao 6ng hay?

— Lanh dep gidc Binh Cach, bi gidc giét ....

— Thiét vay hay sao? Té ra cha t6i chét roi?
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Thu Véan bién sac, ngdi ngd Lé Vin Do
tran-tran. Cach mot hoi lau nang héi nita rang:

— Hoi quan giét cha toi do, chong toi cé hay

khong?

— Khoéng. Hai Yén bi binh ctia Poan Hung
giét roi cat dau béu trudc trai. Chiing 6ng gap
Thé Phung ong cho cau hay, cau lat dat di xin
Doan Hung ma lanh dau r6i dem chon cat.

— Néu vay chong t6i khong c6 can thiép chi
dén su giét cha to6i ha? Xin 6ng noi thiét gium
viéc do cho toi ro.

— Khong. Thé Phung khong hay. Chting
chang hay thi viéc da 16 r6i. Ong chéc troi phat
Hai Yén nén mdi khién nhu vay, ché chi ma
gap Thé Phung, thi chang né nao ma giét quan
thay cua chang.

Thu Van nghe ndi nhu vay thi an long,
song nang ngdi budn so, tuy khong to diu
thuong tiéc cha nhung ma nang ciing khong
noéi chuyén odn han cha niia.
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Dbén ngay cudi, gitia dam cé du mat hai ho,
Lé Van D6 dem ra mot tram chin chuc nén bac
ma sap trén ghé nghi (mdt loai ban nhd, cao
hon ban thuong, dung lam cho d€ khai trau
hay dé mon én trong lac don tiéc) roi noi véi
Thé Phung va Thu Vén rang:

— Ngay me ctia con Thu Van chét, co cay
ong nudi gitm con Thu Van, no6 lai giao cho
ong 200 nén bac. Trong mudi nam nay ong
lo nuéi dudng con Thu Van nén hao mon hét
mudi nén, con c6 190 nén ma thoi. Ngay nay
hai chdu da thanh hon roi, vay 6ng giao so bac
ctia me chdu géi hoi trudce lai cho hai chdu, ché
ong khong phép giti nita.

Ong bam Ty Chén chung hiing, vi ong
tuédng Thu Van ban cung, khong dé cé cua
nhiéu nhu vdy. Nhiing nguoi dén du dam cuéi
ai thdy nang c6 bac nhi€u ciing tram tro.

Thu Van van biét me minh hoi truéc nghéo
kho, dén noi goi minh cho D6 Cdm nudi rodi
khong cé tién ma chudc, cd ly nao bac nhiéu
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nhu vdy ma gdi cho 6ng, bdi vay nang nghe
ong no6i may 16i thi bi€t 6ng noi doi, nén nang
thua rang:

— Thua 6ng, chdu biét me chau dau c¢ tién
bac ma gdi cho 6ng nhiéu di vay. Chau chac
ong thuong vo chong chau, 6ng mudn cho,
song 0ng s¢ vg¢ chong chdu khong lanh, nén
ong no6i nhu vay ché.

Lé Van D6 tia nudc mat, d6ng chua kip tra
161, thi Thé Phung ti€p ma noéi rang:

— Thua 6ng, bac nay chau khong dam lanh.
Xin 6ng dé ma dung. Vi dau bac nay thiét cta
nhac mau chau dé€ lai di ntia, thi cdi cong 6ng
nuodi dudng vg chau cho dén khon 16n day ha
khong hon ctia 4y hay sao. Ong gia yéu réi, vy
xin Ong gitt s6 bac d6 ma dung. Vg chong chau
con tré, d€ vg chong chau lo 1am an, khong nén
giup bac tién nhiéu qua nhu vay.

Lé Van D¢ cti choi cai, noi rang bac 4y thiét
ctia Anh Nguyét dé lai. Ong ép vo chong Thé
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Phung phai lanh, néu khong chiu lanh thi 6ng
di biét, khong cho gap mdt 6ng ntia. Vo chong
Thé Phung sg trai y 6ng roi ong phién, nén cuc
chang da phai ldy bac ma cét.

Thu Van c6 chong di theo chong. Lé Van
D6 & mot minh quanh hiu.

Thé Phung thay vay méi muén mot dia
con trai 15 tudi, tén thang Quit, dé & ndu com
ndu nudc cho ong.

Moi budi sém mai, hé an com roi thi Lé
Van D6 lai nha 6ng Ty Chan ma tham 6ng mot
lat. Mdi bu6i chiéu Thé Phung cling qua nha
ong ma noéi chuyén choi cho 0ng gidi buon. Vi
ong qua lai hoai, nén ndm bay btia Thu Van
mdi vé thaim nha 6ng mot lan ma lan nao vé
cling thay 6ng vui vé nhu thudng.

Thiét Lé Van D6 lam hoan toan trach
nhiém, thi trong long 6ng vui vé lam. Nhung
ma ching hiéu vi ¢d nao, ti ngay 6ng ga Thu
Van ldy chong roi, 1an lan than thé 6ng 6m o
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gy mon. Vg chong Thé Phung thay vy sg 6ng
binh, nén tinh rudc thay hot thuoc cho ong
uéng. Ong khang cy khong chiu uéng thudc,
ct noi 6ng khong cé binh chi hét.

Cach vai thang o6ng khong di tham vg
chong Thé Phung dugc niia, rang lam thi ra vo
trong nha ma thoi. Vg chong Thé Phung lo s¢
nén xin phép 6ng Tu Chan rdi vé & chung ma
nudi dudng ong.

Lé Van D6 khong cé binh, song than thé
cang ngay cang kho lan lan, kho riét roi ngoi
khong noi, cti ndm ngtia trén giudng hoai. Tuy
vay ma ong tinh tdo, ché khong mé mudi chut
nao hét.

Mot dém no Thé Phung véi Thu Van ngoi
bén 6ng ma dut chdo cho ong dn. Ong biéu
Thu Van lay bo chén véi céi binh tra ctia Hoa
Thugng Chanh Tam hoi truéc ma d€ bén minh
ong. Ong day mit ng6é mdy vat &y mot hoi roi
ndi rang:
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— Ong nho vat niy nén mdi trd ra nguoi
phai. Vay 6ng giao lai cho hai chdu giit 1dy. Ong
biét nay da t&i ngay ong quy tién roi. Vay ong
khuyén hai chau 6 lai duong tran phai thuong
yéu nhau.

Ong néi t6i d6 réi 6ng ngling lai, chip hai
tay trén nguc, mat ngé sting trén mdi nha. Thu
Véan cam dong trong long nén nudc mat tudn
dam dé. bém khuya thanh tinh tu bé vang
tanh. Vg chong Thé Phung cti ng6i nhin mat
6ng ma khéc, ché khong néi chi dugc hét. Ong
ngo trén mdi nha mot hoi roi 6ng ngd Thu Van,
coi bd 6ng muodn noéi chuyén chi nita, ma dng
noi khong dugc.

Cdach mot hoi lau 6ng rang ma noéi may
tiéng:

— Thoi, 6ng di, roi 6ng nham mat.

Thé Phung véi Thu Van r& minh 6ng thi tay
chon déu lanh ngat, ké tay vao 16 mi thi hoi
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thd ctia 6ng cling da dut rdi. Vg chong ving
khoc rong 1én va kéu 6ng om som.

Lé Van D6 mé mat ngd Thu Van véi Thé
Phung miéng chim chim cudi r6i nham mat
lai mdi chiu tat hoi ludn.

Thoi r6i mot doi ngudi hdo tdam ma chiu
khon kho!

Thé Phung v6i Thu Vén vi cai tinh triu mén
nén thuong ti€éc ma khdc ché khong de Lé Van
Do la ngudi gi.

Khdi viét - Saigon, Octobre 1926.

Viét xong - Cang Long, Aofit 1928

Ho Biéu Chdnh
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