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T rusc khi doi dong tro tan...
1931'!
1932!
1933 !

Nhiing con ac mong ay de 1én cudc
doi kinh doanh ctia t6i nhu ngan can
ndng. Trong khinan kinh té khting hoang
dua nhiéu ngudi dén that vong, dén dau
dén, dén dién ro, dén ngheéo nan, dén ty
ai, thi no, no6 dua téi dén nghé van. Nghia
1a mot tht gi ho hang v6i dau dén, hoi
huéng véi dién ro, va giong giong nhu
dai rét. (Toi chi noi ho hang, hoi huéng
va giong giong thoi.)
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Cing la moét cudc tu &i, nhung mét
cudc ty ai khong c6 vi dam thanh, khong
céd mui thudc sung. Toi da giét cai chu
lai — trdi oi ! Khong biét y da chét that
chua, chét... han chua ? — no séng &
trong ngudi toi bao nhiéu ndm, va da xui
toi lam bao nhiéu viéc ma quai.

Ngay nay, ngoi trudc ban gidy, doi
dong tro tan ctia di vang, toi can phai noi
vGi cac ngai rang déy chi la nhiing 16i noi
ctia thé€ giGi bén kia vang lai. Va nhiing
ngai nao muon cugc doi chi la mot giac
mo dep, xin dling vin vao chu ldi thta
xua, trach ké cam but bay gid nhiing tan
nhan, nhiing co muu ma tinh thé da bat
chu 1ai phai co.

Chung s6ng voi dan séi, toi biét lam
thé nao ?
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Cdc ngai chi nén nhin kj sy song
trong pham vi banh truéng va troi budc
ctia n6, ma day chi la cai sic phan dong
ctua thang ngudi trong khi bi thin séng
quat, vut va... x0 di.
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Mot cong viee ket thai

N)ﬁng ké doanh thuong danh
hoi thay cong viéc ciing nhu
qua den danh hoi thay xdc chét.

Nam 1931, bao nhiéu dan von cua
toi gom gop bang bao nhiéu nam mo hoi
nudc mat, viia bi nan kinh té vét sach nhu
chui. Toéi dang ban khodn chua biét tinh
ké gi d€ d6i dau véi ngay mai thi vut, mot
cau chuyén & hang ca phé dudng Boong
(Pnompenh) lam bung nd & dau toi ca
mot ké hoach ki€ém tién. T6i phan ngay
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nguoi ban hang da noéi phong phanh cho
toi bi€t cai tin ay bang cach hét trude
ngay mdi lgi. Tuy to6i biét rang khi nao
nguoi ban hang dung tay vao viéc dé thi
thé nao cting phai can dén tdi, nhung t6i
khong muoén ding vao cdi dia vi s6 hai
trong cong viéc, nghia la ca trong sy chia
1ai. VA nhu thé thi nd... bap bénh lam.

Tin nhiém can cho phat dat ctia cong
viéc, nhung sy kin miéng ciing chang
kém. Danh rang 6ng Phdc Tai, ngudi
ban hang cua tdi, hd cau chuyén ay ra
v&i toi chang qua la d€ do la y t, nhung
ong da hé qua. Toi biét dugc mot cai
dia chi la khong khi nao t6i d€ cho dng
ngoi mat dn bat vang. Gia luc dy, 6ng noi
thdng ngay vdi toi, rdi cing tdi muu toan
cong viéc, thi c6 1&é — chi la co6 1€ thoi
— cdi luong tam lai budn cta t6i cling
con du stic dé€ ghim t6i trén con dudng
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phan ban. Nhung 6ng lai muo6n choi céi
16i hdm thi tat nhién t6i phai lam thang
hém hon.

Trong doi doanh thuong, phai diing
dén tam co, nhung toéi rat sg nhiing
ngudi ndi thyc va thang. Luong tim tuy
bi de dudi suc nang ctia dong bac, nhung
luong tam, nd van la luong tam. T6i nhé
mang mang... thi hinh nhu nhiing nguéi
da noi thyc va néi thang vai toi, tdi déu
khong né lta. Hay khong dam ciing thé.

Co 1é trong bao ndm bon tau, toi bi
nhiéu phen that bai, cling chi vi toi chua
biét khoa ki thi luong tam quay réi vao
trong t0 sat, d€ cho lau lau né ct tho dau
dugc ra ma lé nhe bén tai:

- Dong tién 4y ban lam, may diing
cam ! Tao van may !
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bédng nay, 6ng Phoc Tai lai dung
co muu doéi vdi toi. Thé thi duge 1am !
bung cdi dia hat cta t6i roi. Lai la mot
viéc budn lau ! Toi bi gai ngay vao chinh
cho ngtia. Lai di qua cai thung ling ma
toi thudc nhu tui tdi. Toi khong nhay x6
ngay ra ma tom lay co cai co hoi ay, thi
chang hoa ra t6i ngu hon nhiing thang
ngua?

Toi nhay x8 ra... chdm chap rét am
che Thiét la han vao chén, roi ué oai dua
1én mai hit mai. Tu tU, t6i ngat 16i ong
Phoc Tai :

— Tai sac, che thom qua! Tai suc
udng di, tai suc udng di...

Tiling chi€p nhd, tling chi€ép nhd, toi
lo dang nhap chén nudc, nhung khong
mot ci dong nao cta 6ng Phoc Tai la
lot khoi con mat vo cua toi. Va toi lai
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quay ra nhin mot thang bung phé dang
quai mom ngén : “L...u..6...n...g c6 la .n
S...4....m"” lam nhu khong cht y nghe may.

— Toi c6 mot ngudi ba con via &
Xiém vé néi cho biét thuoc phién bén ay
dd nay dat va khan 1am, hai muci bon,
hai muci nhdam dong mot lang co.

Cho 4y t6i chua can dé tai lam, vi di
lai Xiém luon, t6i cling da biét roi.

— Giad co tién, chung ta lam mot
chuyén thuoc ty sang Xiém thi cau lam.
Bén nay, mot lang cé mudi mot dong
hon.

Cai do toi cling khong can biét vi
buodn ban giao thi¢p toan v6i nhiing tién
sinh cdu ra sdi, toi con la gi gia thudc
phién. Toi chi doa dng Phoc Tai d€ xem
tinh y.
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— Tai suc khong biét 6 bén cdi nudc
Xiém, ngudi ta bo ti hang mudi ndm
nhiing ké budn thudc phién lau, chu
khong cé nhe nhu & bén nay dau. Ho coi
nhu gidc cudp...

Ong Phéc Tai s6t sing noi ngay :

— O! Khéo khéo mot ti khong sao
16! Khong bat dugc thi lam sao ma bo tu
dugc ?

Su soOt sang cua o6ng khién toi biét
ngay rang ong da di sdu vao sy muu tinh
cong viéc nay. Thoi thi chi con ngoi cho
xem Ong dinh nhd cdy gi § téi. Nhung
vut ong Phoc Tai néi dén tén mot nguoi
gidu c6 va thé luc & Saigon. Ay thé 1a
toi khong mudn nghe nitia. Cong viéc toi
da phong doan dugc sau bay phan roi.
Da it lau nay, t6i nghe mong manh cé
mot tay dai phu thuong muoén lam cai
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viéc nay. Nghe niia, toi sé bi budc lién
vGi 6ng Phoc Tai bang soi day tinh than
ma con ngudi phai da gb lam mdéi giat
ra dugc. Toi thi téi chua dugc da gob cho
lam. T6i viia muon danh tréng lang thi
ong Phoc Tai da n6i mét cach liing lo dé
hoan binh:

—Y thi y muon ra t6i lam, nhung to6i
xem y ngudi ddo dg, tdi sg. Va kho khéan
va nguy hiém lam, t6i can phai nghi cho
chin da.

Phdi, tién sinh cd viéc ma nghi chin.
Toi thi t6i da nghi chin lam roi.
Ngudi ddo dg, toi khong sg. Nguoi

co muu, toi ciing khong sg¢. Toi chi sg
ngudi noi thang va noi that.

Dao dé& thi ddo da lai. Co muu thi
ta cling co muu. Va lai mot nguoi da
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gay dung nén moét co do to 16n nhu vi
phu thuong kia han da hiéu chit lgi mot
cach sau xa, chu khong thién cén. Chi
c6 nhiing thang dai méi giét con ga dé
tring vang cho minh.

Ong Phéc Tai d3 mudn nghi chin thi
mdi 6ng cu nghi di. Toi thay 6ng khong
noi that va ong khong ru t6i, toéi ming
quad. Thé la to6i céd thé tu do hanh dong.
Ong Phéc Tai sau nay khong thé trdch
moc gi toi. Vi phu thuongkia, tdi co quen,
da cé 1én Lovéa di ban véi toi vai lugt.
Ong ta thu6c vao cdi hang doanh thiiong
lam nhting viéc to 16n. Toi tin rang néu
gap toi, ong c6 thé cung toéi dong y dugc.
Ong Phdc Tai thi muén ring toi phai cu
ong, nhung t6i biét ngudi chdp bu roi,
toi con cau Ong lam gi. S¢ dng Phoc Tai
con noi thém diéu gi niia chang, t6i voi
biéu dong tinh :
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— Tai suc nghi phdi. Lam nhiing cai
nguy hiém nhu thé, nhé tu tdi kho théan.

Ay thé réi toi ndi sang chuyén khac,
nhat dinh khong dé cho 6ng quay vé cau
chuyén budn lau nta.

*

Sang hom sau, t6i 1én chuyén xe “ca”
thd nhat di Saigon.

Toi vao tro ngay & khach san C***
la noi ma t6i biét 6ng L*** van thudng
dén uong rugu & day. May anh bodi quen
mung 10 :

- balaulam bay gio méi lai thiy 6ng
ve. Do nay ong cd phat tai khong ¢ May
qua, viia vdn con mot buong.

To6i phai thu thuc véi cac ban rang
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hoéi do téi hoi mé tin. Téi coi 161 ndi cta
anh boi nhu mét bao hiéu tot lanh: cai
budng doc nhat ay la dé cha t6i, chd cai
cong viéc ma t6i muu toan. Hién luc ay,
toi chua c6 mét chién lugce ro rét, toi chi
dinh lam sao gdp mat dng L***, roi tuy
co ung bién. Nhung sau khi boi Lién xép
nhiing d6 it vt 1én ban ngt va hoi :

- D¢ nay 6ng c6 ban dugc hé bao gi
khong ?

Thi vut, mot y kién dén vdéi toi. Viéc
nay la moét viéc to, va dung nhu 16i 6ng
Phéc Tai, néu lam dn khéo khéo thi cé
co lau dai, toi khong thé hip tap dugc.
Toi cling khong thé ngai ton nita. Nhiéu
cong. viéc to tat thuong “két thai” trong
cOc rugu, va ‘6 ci” trén mot ban tiéc
linh dinh. Cam tinh von la mdt nguyén
dong luc manh mé du ban tay ngudi ta
ddt chii ky 1én nhiéu ban hgp dong quan
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hé. “Lam vdi ai cha 1a lam, sao khong
lam vé&i nguoi van td té véi minh?”, tam
ly con ngudi ta ai chang thé. Du d6i véi
bon doanh thuong, tinh dién cling van
1a thi keo rat dinh.

Sau khi ddn anh boi thé nao sau gic
cling phai danh thuc, t6i tréeo 1én giudng
lam mat gidc dé kéo lai cai tuai tinh cho
bo mat ma sdu gid dong ho ngdi trén 6
to, trong mot ngay nang gat, da lam cho
phd phac.

Cai cong viéc dau tién caa toi khi
thiic day la nhay ngay vao buong tam dé
tim 14y cai mat mé, thi mat mé n6 dem
dén thu thai can dung cho cong viéc.

Toi chon bd 4o sang nhat, cai ca-vat
dep nhat, chiéc so-mi lya min nhat. Roi
toi chai dau, xtc nudc hoa thom phticy
nhu anh chang sap stia di san gai.
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Toi khong di sdn gai, toi di sdn vang.
Cling 1a mdt cudc di san ca. Khi gisi &
dau ciing la thu can dung.

Sau khi da trat hét cdi vé “riing’, va
da oach nhu mot cong ti Bac Liéu, toi
moc mot dong hao van cam § tay, roi toi
1&m bam :

— Néu ngta thi thanh ma sap thi
hong.

bong hao tung lén, roi thi ba dam
x0e nam ténh hénh & trén Ong tay do.
Sung suéng, t6i cudi véi bong minh &
trong guong.

To6i xudng chd uong rugu thi gip
thay Ba H*** va nhan tinh dang ngdi véi
mot ngudi ban.



Mot cudc sdn vang | 23

Thim Ba thay t6i goi ngay :

— Troi ui, thay Nam vé hoi nao ma
khong lai tui dén chi day cho n6 mac
tién. Kinh té nay ma thay con hoang ri

da.
T6i muon noéi ngay véi thim Ba

— Ay thua thim, chinh vi kinh t& ma
toi phai dén & day.

Bat tay roi gidi thiéu. Nguoi ban cua
thay Ba cling nhu thay Ba la mét hang
“con cha” pha ctia ma t6i coi thuong lam,
nhung moi lan vé Saigon, 1a y nhu t6i di
choi v6i y. Toi lai thich di choi véi y la
khac. Thang ngudi thé ddy. Phai chang
nguoi ta chi c6 thé di choi boi trac tdng
v6i nhiing ngudi ma minh khinh dé cho
minh khéi khinh minh.

Thay Ba doi véi toi la mot ban choi
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trong cai tuéi ma nguoi ta dé dong pham
dé gay toi ac. Co khac la toi gay tdi ac
bang dong tién to6i ki€ém ra, ma thay Ba
thi bang dong tién cua cha me.

— Chung t6i dinh hém nao lai 1én
xem D€ thién D€ thich, roi tat vao anh di
san, nhung kinh té qud, thanh ra cu lan
Itia hoai.

Ong ban chém vao:

— Ay ciing vi kinh t&, t6i bi tia toi giti
ri€t qua, thanh th meo no ra di Cao-
mén, van ct phai kiém c¢é ma choi hoai.
Lan nao tdi 1én, thay danh tiéng cho toi
mot con Mén nao that mdan moi nhé.

Toi cudi, khong gia nhdi quay sang
nhan tinh thay Ba :

— Thim Ba tht nghi coi : tai lam sao
nguoi cung giong dep nhu tién nga,
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ngudi ta khong cau ma lai di thich cai
thda den nhu lo lem, h6i nhu chudt chu.
Thim xem day : cdi bon dan 6ng hiéu ky
cé dang ghét khong ¢ Néu téi ma 1a dan
ba thi t6i cho 1a mot bon phén: phai lam
toi thang dan 6ng, cho dén é ché, dau
dén.

Thay Ba H*** cudi khe khe :

- O ctia ng nay, mi khong phai 14
dan 6ng hay sao, ma mi xui dan ba doc
ac nhu vay ? Ta ngé bo mi hom nay chai
chuét qua dung nhu kia, chic han la dé
sdn con meo nao. Toi hom nay, thé nao
day cing 4m va day ciing lai thoc gay cho
ma xem. Mi hay coi chting.

Thi dung roi. Téi dang rinh moi, luon
ludn, t6i liéc mat ra ctia d€ coi chting con
meo cua tdi, mac diu t6i van néi nhiing
cau bong phéng, ching an nhap gi véi
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tam tudng cua toi luc bay gis. Than ngoi
udng rugu khai vi tai day véi nhiing cau
cong tu pha gia, nhung hon t6i da rong
rudi trén con dudng gap ghénh ctia mao
hiém, sau khi toi da “thu6c” dugc con
meo cua toi. Thi kia, con meo cua toi
da dén, dén véi bo rau uon cong, véi cai
bung phé, v6i chiéc ba-toong kéch xu.
Con meo cua tdi trong ngay thay toi lién
cung mot lac toi trong thay y. Y trong
thay to6i vi c6 mot ngudi dan ba dep ngoi
canh t6i, ma tdi trong thay y bai vi toi
ludén ludén dé y cho y. Toi ding 1én di vé
phia vy, y thi di vé phia toi.

— Ong vé Saigon tii bao gio ddy ? Troi
oi ! Chung t6i 6 day bi kinh t€ lam cho
phai that dién bat ddo, 6ng & trén ay co bi
anh huéng gi khong ¢

Kinh té ? Ludn luon, trong nhiing
ndm ghé gém 4y, bat cu gdp ai toi cling bi
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danh pht dau may chuy “khung hoang”
vao gitia cai chd khiung hoang cua long
toi.

~ Ong tinh ai chdng bi dnh hudng.
Nhung kinh t€ thi khong lam viéc na.
Nghi, di choi, ché thoi.

T6i ndi xong, cudi. Cac ngai xem t0i
ung dung chua ?

— Thé dng vé Saigon chi dé€ nghi ngoi
va choi bai thoi day ¢

— Thua vang.

Ong L*** v6 vao vai toi :

— Thé thi 6ng may man hon chung
toi nhiéu.

Phai, trong cai diéu b vui vé va niém
nd cla tdi lac bay gid, ai chang phai béo
1 t6i may man, khéng bi nan kinh té [am
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cho dam chiéu mot ti nao. Bé ngoai ctia
toi that [a xdng dang véi sy may man,
duy co cdi bé trong cua t6i thi méi biét
ring minh chang dugc... may mén ti nao.
Ma canh t6i lai con nguy hon ai hét.

Toi maoi 6ng L*** vé ngoi ban. Toi
giGi thiéu thay ba H*** la ngudi ban chi
than cua toi. Cai tén Hoi dong T***, mot
ngudi giau cé tiéng & Luc tinh, than sinh
ra thay Ba H** lam cho 6ng L*** phai
tram cho :

— O Nam ky bay gid, hoa ching chi
c6 6ng than sinh ra ngai la khong phai lo
lang vé ngay mai.

Xua nay, chdng giao thiép véi ong
Hoi dong T** bao gid, t6i cling noi thuc
mang:
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— Ay, vi chic c6 chd 4y gitp da, cho
nén tdi cling chang cin phai quan tim
dén nan kinh té khiing hoang. Chu 6ng
tinh... néu khong dua dugc vao moét cai
kho vang, ai c6 thé ung dung dugc trong
lac nay ?

Thi da bao t6i lgi dung bat cti mot
thi gi c6 thé giup cho toi di dén muc
dich ma. Ong L*** uéng vdi ching toi
mot coc Martel Perrier, roi ding day cao
tu, vi lic ay c6 hai nguoi ban 6ng vay 6ng.

Trudc khi bat tay, ong mai t6i toi mai
dén nha 6ng an com.

— Thi t6i chi mong c6 thé.
~ Ong & dau dé toi cho xe lai don.
Téi chi tay 1én gac. Ong L*** gat gui:

~ Ong phai nhan 1a 6ng may min.
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Nhiéu ban tdi & cac noi vé, bay gié khong
da tién dé & day co day.

Thi t6i cling chang cdu mong gi hon
la lam cho 6ng L*** biét rang téi con
sung tdc lam. Sung tic & diy nghia la
néu khong dugc chia lai nhiéu, khong
khi nao t6i chiu 1dn minh vao nguy nan.
Va né con mot nghia niia: c6 thé tin can
dugc. Con ngudi dang sung tuc, cé ai
ddo dé& bao gio.

Budc dau cua tdi trong cong viéc nay
thé 1a dugc nhu y 1dm réi. Ong L*** di,
thay Ba trach toi:

— O thiing nay, mi dem ca tia ctia day
ra ma chung suéng...?

Toi voi xua tay, ngat :

— Tao muogn tam mot ti ma.
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Tam gid toi, to6i dén nha ong L***.
That 1a dai gia phong thé. Ong & mét toa
nha ba tling c6 vudn rdng & con dudng
D***. D06 dac ching to6 chu nhan la ngudi
giau bac triéu.

Ba L** va c6 con gai ti€p t6i mot
cach niém nd. Khach hom ay c6 hai vo
chong 6ng cht mot hang dau va mot 6ng
lam bao.

Toi goi truyén di san. Tat ca deéu
thich, nhung thich nhat la 6ng L*** va
hai v¢ chong 6ng cht hang dau. Nghe
toi td dén Vien-thom, cdi dong co6 gianh
bat ngat ma ngudi ta cd thé vay hang dan
huou nai trong mot vong tron dé€ ban, ba
chu hang dau udc ngay:
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— Néu t6i dugc 1én ban & ddy mot 1an
thi suéng nhi.

— Diéu d6 chi sg ba khong that thich,
dé co thé chiu vat va trong mot cudc di
xa, cht khong, t6i c6 thé lam vui long ba
dugc.

Ong L*** nhin ba cht hang dau :

— Ba ban quy cta t6i oi, néu that ba
thich thi diéu dé khong kho gi. Toi da1én
Lovéa ban vé6i 6ng day nhiéu lan. Chac
chan la ching ta dugc ti€p don mot cach
vui vé.

ROi troé toi:

— Day la mot tay thién xa tai tinh hon
chung toi nhiéu.

Toi thiia dip ay mai tat cd moi ngudi:
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— Dao nay, nuéc Bién-ho 1én to, cac
ring & chung quanh day bi ngap, hucu
nai, hd bao, trau, bo rting va voi thao ca
1én cao nguyén la cho t6i 6. Néu cic dng
ba muon dugc ban nhiing tha 16n thi
khong con dip nao tién lgi hon. Xin moi
tat ca cac ngai 1én t0i, toi rat lay lam han
hanh... R6i tré cdp nga dat trén gid, toi
bao ong L***

- Ong c6 thé hi vong c6 dugc mot
doi to hon doi kia.

Ong L*** lao ngay dau vao cdi trong
cta toi:

— Néu chac thé thi t6i xin 1a nguoi
dau tién lén quay quad ong. Nhung cé
chac khong, hay lai nhu nhting lan trudc
chi

nhting nai la nai ?
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— Chac lam. Mdy lan trudc 6ng 1én
trong mua kho rdo, voi kéo vé rting Tong-
1é-sap ca r6i. Chu bay gio thi téi doan véi
ong rang c6. Con dén nhu su dugc nga
hay khong, ay la do cdi ban tay ctia 6ng.

- O, diéu d6 6ng cit yén tam ; khiu
sung Express cta tdi it khi tha thu cho
nhting cdp nga dén khiéu khich né.

— Nhung 6ng phéi chong chdng lén
maéi dugc.

— Tuan 1€ sau, 6ng nghi thé nao ?

— Néu thé thi t6i xin ddm bao véi ba
nha rang budng khach nay lai dugc trang
hoang thém bang...

— Mot cdp nga thiét to va thiét dep.

— Bang nhting chién cong hién hach
ctia Ong.
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O nha 6ng L*** di ra, t6i lai ngay mot
hién tap hoa, mua du cac thu can dung.
Rugu, jambon, 1é tdo, sam banh... Viia
van mdt hom day. Sdng mai, toi vé Lovéa
sém, chac chan la thé nao cting cho 6ng
Phéc Tai mot bai hoc thim thia dé ngam
nghi vé su trong miéng.

*

Mot budi sang thang bay gi6 hiu hiu.
Vom gidi trong nhu ngoc, bao hiéu mot
ngay nang v& dau. Ring cay ndng triu
sinh luc, dem lai bdi nhiing trdn mua
rao, viia tinh thic dudi su lay goi ctia anh
sang mat gioi thi chung t6i da dén, dén
v6i cai hdm hé cua nhiing ké da lay su di
san lam mot tht nghiém ly thu nhat cua
doi nguoi.



36 | Lé Vin Trwong

Pong gianh rdng ménh mong ao ao
nhu séng bé, mot thi song bé xanh ron
né lam ndi bat mau son duong cua ngan
may. Cai nang thang ba, thang tu gay nén
nhting tran chay riing, da dot trui nhiing
bui gianh gia cdi. Nudc mua lam moc1én
nhiing cay gianh mon mdén nhu laa con
con gdi. Cac ngai thl tudng tugng stc
cdm do cua phong canh luc 4y déi véi
nhiing ngudi quanh nam song & thanh
ph6 Saigon v6i 6ng khoi, v6i nhiing
manh tudng gach, véi nhiing tiéng xe co
on ao.

Ba K***, vg 6ng chu hang dau, xudng
ngua dua vao mot than cay, nhin ngam...
roi bong thét ra:

— Mot tién canh! Hung vi va nén tho
biét bao!

Quay lai toi :
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— That la t6i thady mat ca tam hon.

Do 1a cau noi cua con ngudi thanh
thi, cht quanh ndm séng & day, t6i da
quen v6i canh 4y, toi chdng thdy cdi gi la
mat ca. Cam gidc clia con ngudi ta chang
qua la mot van dé thay doi khung canh
va khong khi.

Ong L*** thi ct lubn mém :
— Tha nhi! Thu nhi!

Phai, thu that. Thi cac ban hay tuéng
tugng & trén dau chung t6i nén may
mau luc d8 bing, ching nhdc nhich,
ma & tridc mdt chung t6i, Vien-Thom
nhu cudn cudn cad muon trung séong biéc
non na. Roi thi lai céi trang thai hai 16p
mau sac vo tan ay kep 14y lan mau hong
trinh bach cua madt gioi viia hé moc, roi
thi nhiing dan kén-kén di tim moi liéng
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& khong trung diém xuyét cho btic vé
thién nhién mot cdi gi linh hoat, mdt cai
gi... song.

Ba K*** bi thoi mién bai canh sac ay,
khé ngan lén vai diéu hat. To6i voi vang
can:

— Ay, néu ¢6 tiéng dong, huocu nai
biét c6 ngudi ¢ day, khong chay vao cho
ma bdn nita bay gid. Ong ban quy ctia ba
lac ay lai c6 thé trach t6i khong khéo t6
chuc.

To6i quén chua néi dé cac ngai rod
khach san cta t6i hom ay cé 6ng L***,
ong O*** lam bdo, hai vg chong 6ng chu
hang dau, va mdt ngudi My sang du lich
& Dong Duong quen véi vg chong ong
chu hang dau. Ngudi khach du lich ay
sau nay cé ngudi cho t6i biét 1a Douglas
Fairbank, mdt ngo6i sao man bac. Héi ay,
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toi chang dé y gi dén cai my thuét thu
bdy thanh ra toi khong hoi k¥, nén ciing
khong chac c6 phai hay khong. Toi chi
con nhé la ong ta vui tinh va ban kha
lam,

Ba K*** im tiéng hat, n6 mdt nu cudi,
thu nu cudi no6 khién ngudi ta tha tha tat
ca tOi ac cho dan ba.

— Tiéc qua, chung ta lai phai sat sinh
trudc mot canh sac tao nén dé cho ngudi
ta mo mong.

Ong nha bdo gid ngay nhiing gach
tri khon :

— Thé thi ai cdm ba mo mdng. Ba cu
ngodi 6m sung ma nhin chung téi sat sinh
di. Nhung ba ban cua t6i oi! Ba kha dé
yén luong tam. Mot khi ba da biét than
cho nhiing thu bi chét, trugc khi ba giét
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chung thi luong tam ba khong qud phat
ba nitia dau.

Toi cat cho cho moi ngudi ngodi cho ;
toi dan ho khong dugc chay lao xao, t6i
yéu cau ho dling c6 ban ngang sg tring
phai nhiing ngudi ngoi chd khac. Roi t6i
ra hiéu cho mot tén ngudi nha phat la co
dd 1én dé cho nhiing ngudi da phuc & hai
bén ven riing nhin thay.

Tl dém hom trudc, téi da cho nhiéu
nguoi di phuc & ria riing, dét 1Ga va théi
tt va d€ cho hucu nai mot khi da ra dong
gianh ki€m an, dén sang khong dam vao
rung nia.

La c§ phat 1én dugc mot luc, toi
tréo lén cay, ldy 6ng nhom nhin thi thay
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nhiing top ngudi cudi ngua va cudi trau
ma toi da sai phuc & hai bén phia riing ta
httu chung t6i, theo hang cht nhat kéo
ra dong gianh. Hai hang chii nhat ay cu
di, kéo dai ra tit mu tap cho mai dén khi
gap nhau lam thanh mdt canh cung. Cai
canh cung ay quay mat vé phia chung ta,
roi thu hep lai thanh nua vong tron. Ho
la hét, dot phéo, trong khi nhiing nguoi
phuc & ria rting, ch6 hai d4u cdi vanh ban
nguyét dot lta va thdi tu va inh oi.

The 1a tat cd & dau cling co tiéng
dong, chi duy cho6 ching tdi phuc la im
nhu t&. Vanh ban nguyét cd thu nhé dan
dan lai. Trong 6ng kinh cta tdi, nhiing
dém nau da bat ddu nhom day, ngo ngac
nhin. Huou nai dang nam, lic nay bi co
gianh cao che lap khong nhin thay, bay
gio da lao xao trong séng cd. Roi dan
dan chung chum vao thanh nhting dan
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nho. Vong vay ci don mai chung vé phia
chung toi. Nhiing dan nho dy mot loang
da hop nhau lai thanh m¢ét dan 16n. Chi
trong nua gid, trudc mat, cach chiing sau
bay tram thudc, chung t6i da nhu thay
ca moOt dan bo.

Chung tu tu di vé phia chung toi
theo cdi da doan ngudi ngua tu tu x0
chung. Chung khong dam chay quay lai
dang sau, chung khong dam chay sang
trai, chung khong ddm chay sang phai vi
¢ day, tiéng nguoi, tiéng tu va dinh tai
nhtic oc.

Chung di vé phia ling im, phia
chung toi phuc, phia ma cai chét dang
chd chung.

To6i di ban da quen, nhiing canh
tugng nhu thé, td6i muc kich ludn, thé
ma luc ay, toi cling thay tim dap manbh.
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Nhung t6i chi boi hoi cdm dong khi dan
huou nai con xa, chi khi chung con cach
chiing ba trdm thudc thi téi tran tinh
dugc ngay. Ca ngudi tdi ltc ay bong bién
thanh pho tugng d4, duy con mat ct nhu
dan vao dan huou nai, va theo tling cu
dong cua chung. Khau browning nam
phat, long 12, chidc xuong dat chi cho
dé gio 1én, khac cai chét vao “dong thit”
dang di kia. Toi khé quay dau lai thi thay
tén ngudi nha & sau da gac san mot khiu
sung hai long ntia & canh t6i d€ cho khi
toi ban hét dan & khiu sing dang cam
thi qud 14y ngay khau 4y cho dé. Tay né
cling da lai cam san may vién dan dé nhoi
vao khau sing browning cho t6i.

Phat sung dau tién do ba K*** ban.
Ba ban cach mot tram thude. Hoi xa, toi
khong thay con nao ngad ca. Pan hucu
nai vi thé bi ché ra lam doi, chay b6 vé
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phia chung t6i; va mot it thi quay tré lai,
dam thuc mang vao cdi hang rao ngudi
dang dudi ching. Bon ngudi thiy thé dot
phdo va la hét vang troi, thanh ra nhiéu
con s¢ hai, lai phai chay quay vé phia
chung toi.

Sung lac dy n6 khoéng ngét. Pan
huou nai dong ddc nhu dan bo, x6 ca
dén dudi nhiing gbéc cay chung téi ngoi
chd. Nguoi khong di san quen thi that
khong con biét chon con nao d€ ban, bgi
vi & trudc mat minh ct vang loe ca.

Toi chi kip ban c¢6 bdy phat. Khi khau
browning lap dan xong thi dan huou nai
da di hét ca roi.

Ong cha hing dau chay lai 6m ldy

A e

to1:

— Tréi oi ! Toi ti€c luc nay khong
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c6 mot khau sung lién thanh ! Khiu
Weisminster ctia toi khong du.

— Ong bin dugc mdy phét ?

— Chi ¢6 bon, nhung t6i tin chét ca
bon.

Trong bon duy c6é 6ng L*** la dugc
ban nhiéu nhét vi 6ng c6 nhiing hai khiu
Browning. Chung t6i x€p thanh hang di
tim tting ch6 mot. Cho t6i ¢c6 ndm con
nga ngay truéc mat.

— Thé la 6ng sai hai phat nhé.

— Chua chac. Biét dau c6é nhiing con
bi thuong ndng, chay qua chd téi ngoi
cho, r6i méi chét. D€ luc di tim luot sau
mdi biét 16 dugc. Ong tinh ban cich
c6é muoi mudi ldm thudce, c6 khi chi ba
thudc, sai lam sao dugc.
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Cho ba K*** chi c6 mdt con nga. Ba
dugc ban cé ba phat. Phat dau tién sai,
phat sau cung cling sai, bdi vi luc ay dan
nai da xa ba qué rdi, ba chi ban vét. Ong
L*** chiém ky luc : tdm con.

— Thé la 6ng cling sai hai phat.

~ A, biét dau t6i chdng cling nhu
cai “ca” 0ng, chd co hai con chay qua kia
roi méi chét. Gan qua, tré con ban ciing
trang, sai lam sao dugc. Pan nai luc ay
loan 1én, nhiéu con vé van mai & duéi
goc cay, nhiéu con cudng quit khong biét

chay di dau.

Nha du lich My ban dugc c6 sau.

— Toi khong ngd nhiéu dén thé. Néu
biét vay, téi cling dung sing Browning.
Toi khong kip lap dan, tdi rut sing luc
ban huyén thién. C6 1€ nhiéu con bi
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thuong ma khéong chét. O, néu t6i dem
hai khdu Browning thi chac dugc ca
mudi. Gan qua.

Ong cht hing dau dugc bén. Ong
nha bdo ciing chi dugc cé mot.

Lai gach tri khon ngay :

— Ba ban oi, tdi cling bi “thiéu s6”
nhu ba. Co 1€ cdi kiép toi mua but gidi
hon mua sung. Ma ban tay ba, gidi sinh
ra dé danh dan chd khong phai dé sat
sinh.

Chung t6i rdi theo nhiing vét mau di
tim thi nhat dugc bon con ntia. M6t con
bi thuong ndng, nam phuc trong bui cay,
thdy chung toi, lai chom day, nhung vi
bi gay chan nén cu nho lén réi lai nga
xuong. N6 chi 1ét di dugc mot quing
ngan thi da bi 6ng ngudsi My ban tring.
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Chung toi chay 6 ca lai. Hai chan trudc
ctua nd bi gay roi chi con lat 1éo ¢6 ti da.
Ong L*** [ac dau :

— Cha ! Cdi ban nédng ty vé cua giong
sinh vat manh that ! Thé nay ma nd con
chom lén chay dugc thi khiép qua !

Ba K*** blii ngui :

— Chac luc ay nd dau lam day !

— C6 1é khong. Luc ay, long sg chét
lam quén dau.

Nha bdo nhiéu ly sy cé khac, van
ngay ong L.

— Ong c6 phai la n6 dau ma 6ng biét,
ma 6ng dam no6i mot cach doc doan nhu

thé ?

ROi gat g cai ddu mot cach khoi hai:
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— Ay c4i lAm ctia loai ngudi la & chd
tudng ngudi cing nhu minh. Day chi la
mot con nai, thi cailam lai c6 thé xa bang
ca mot tam sung.

Chung t6i ngo6i chd voi kéo ra dn 6
ngay ctia ring Prey Rénéam. Chung toi
chon nhiing cdy cao, bac gidng tui té. Chia
ra tat ca ba top. Thé tat nhién la toi phai
ngoi v6i ong L***. Toi nao cé thiét gi voi
v6i ching voi. Toi chilgi dung do6i nga
ong tuong dé€ di dén muc dich ctia minh.

Treo 1én cay ngodi dang hoang roi, toi
lién goi truyén :

— Néu toi nay ma voi ra thi thé nao
chung ciing phai di qua day.
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— O thé thi tuyét qua. Néu t6i bin
dugc doi nga thi khong khi nao té6i quén
on ong.

Phai, t6i cing mong thélam. Nhung
toi dién tu tudng ctia to6i bang mot cach
khac.

— Sao oOng lai n6i dén on. Chinh
toi day phai on ong, vi nhd 6ng, toi da
duogc ti€p nhiing quy khach téi rat kinh
trong. Gia di lam cho vui long ong la t6i
man nguyén roi. Chung ta phai chang la
nhiing nguoi déu cd mot say dam ghé
gém & trong long: san ban.

R&i tdi bong n6i mot cach bang quo,
thu bang quo no lam cho 6ng L*** nghi
dén sy buon lau 6ng dang muu tinh &
trong dau :
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— A quén, t6i chua din 6ng. Néu ta
ngoi day, nhé co thay bon cudp né di qua
thi 6ng dling cd 1én tiéng nhé. Tui no di
an cudp & Cao-mén vé qua day dé sang
Xiém ddy. Chung n6 nhiéu sung lam.
Chung n6 chang tréu minh thi hoi dau
minh di tréu chung.

— Phai, t6i cling nghi thé.

— Con dudng nay sang Xiém gan
nhat. TU Battambang ma ré sang dudng
Phnom Tout, qua Lovéa, rdi tat qua gitia
ring nay, chi mat hai ngay ngua. Khong
phai di qua Mongkolborey, Sisophon va
Aranya la ai dia dau cua nudc Xiém.

Toi c6 cai cam tudng rang Ong L**
chu y nghe lam. T6i lai n6i mot cau vu vo,
cai thi vu vo nd ¢6 tinh chat nhu nude
cuong toan dé xudng kim thach:
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— Ay, tui budn d6 lau thudng dung
voi tai hang tll con dudng nay vé Battam-
bang, Linh doan nao ciing chiu phép.

Trong dém to6i, t6i hinh nhu trong
thady mi mat 6ng L*** chdp, va cai nhin
ctia 6ng nhu xo0dy vao moi t6i. Muon co
nhiéu hiéu luc, t6i lang im dé€ bat 6ng
L*** phai hoi:

— Thé ho khong sg cudp a? Trong
béng tdi ndy, dau dau chang phuc nhiing
nguy hiém.

Toi dung dinh :

— Clng tuy chu. Nhiing ké 16 ngé
khong thudc thong thé — ong Phéc Tai,
ong kha tha 16i cho t6i, 6 dia vi muu lgi
ctia ong, ong cling dén phai ché giem
nhu t6i ma thoi — thi cudp no thit ngay.
Nhung gia du t6i ma di budn lau ching
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han thi t6i lai ¢6 thé dung bon d6 lam tay
sai cho t6i la khdc. Toi tha cudp chung
noé la phuc cho chung né roi. Ngay nao,
toi cha di ban, t6i luc hét cac x6 riing,
thang nao tréu tdi thi chac chan la n6 sé
bi t6i lam cho khén don. Toi la tho cong
& vung nay, ngudi ta phai né toi chi !

Cham mot di€u thudc 14, ong L*¥*
trdm ngam nghi nggi. Toi tin rang sy
nghi nggi ay loi cho t6i. Toi noéi sang
truyén khac d€ bat budc ong L*** phai
16i t6i vao cau chuyén buon lau. Va néu
ong can dén tdi thi 6ng phai ngo 16i ra
trudc.

Su du tinh cua t6i khong sai. Mot

bén v6 tinh, mot bén cd y. Ong L... vat
diéu thuodc 14, roi vo vai toi :

— Chang biét 6ng thé ndo, cht toi, toi
nhan thay t6i c6 du gan cot dé lam mot
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ngudi buon lau. Tha hon di sdn 6ng a.
Ong di lam cai nghé 4y bao gio chua.

— Lam thi da lam rd6i, nhung trai véi
ong, toi chang thdy thd mot ti nao. Tru
ra khi nao & trudc mat té6i c6 mot moi loi
kha to né cé thé bu vao vé6i chd téi mao
hiém, t6i m&i mo tay vao. May ndm trudc
kia, t6i sang Xiém buon dau khau lau va
thudc sia mai, nhung sau lgi chang dugc
may, toi thoi. Hoi dau di liéu minh vi vai
nghin dong bac. Nhung, gia c6 moéi lgi
to thi hinh nhu t6i cling nhu 6ng c6 du
gan cot dé lam mot tén budn 1du hoan
toan ddy. Thu nhat nhiing cudc budn
lau sang Xiém ma t6i da quen dudng 16i
chang han.
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Béng chiéu d6 xudng trum 1én cay
6. Canh vat mo dan. Nhiing tiéng huou,
tiéng hoang tiéng soc tu ti noi lén & tu
phia. Than kinh cua chung tdi cling theo
bong dém ma nhay dan lén. Chung t6i
lang tai cho nghe céi tiéng dong chuyén
riing né bao trudc cho ching toi biét dan
voi sap ra.

Dao ay vé tuan gidng. Mat gioi viia
khuat thi mat giang da nho 1én tam rting
sau mot anh sdng 16 md, nhung cliing du
dé cho chung t6i trong r6 nhiing cum
cdy cach chung t6i vai ba muoi budec.

Muodi kéo dén vay chung t6i nhu ong
vG t0. Vi cd kinh nghiém, t6i da dem theo
doi gang da va mot chiéc khan choang
kin ¢6. T6i kéo cai mi « cat két » xudng
tai, 4y thé la mudi chiu. Chi ai ngai cho
ong L*** bi dot dit qua, nhung vi 6ng chi
nghi dén sy ban voi, nén 6ng ciing kho-
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ng thay khd chiu may. Ghé thay la cai say
dam 16i cudn ngudi ta. Ong cti vo den
dét ma 6ng ciing cu lang tai nghe nhu
thudng.

Chiéc dong ho da quang deo tay ctia
toi viia chi tam gio sau khac thi vut, toi
va ong L*** hinh nhu nghe c6 tiéng dat
dong. Roi thi tiéng canh cdy gay ndilén &
phia dau rling. Nao can cta chung toi luc
bdy gid bi cang ra, cang ra d€ chuyén ca
stic dién vao 10 tai. Thoi thi lac &y mudi
tha hé ma tung hoanh, 6ng L*** chang
den dét nita. Ma t6i thi cling chang nghe
thay tiéng mudi vo ve & bén tai toi nia.
Toi thao doi “gang » da, tdi bd cai khan
quang. Vé dém & Cao-mén, khi hau lanh
nhu thé ma toi thady nong bling ca ngudi.
Toi dat tay vao nong khau sing Express,
chdng thdy lanh gi ca.
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Nhiing cugc di sdn thu di kho-
ng gidéng nhiing cudc di san huou, nai.
Trong do6 c6 pha vao doi chut nguy hiém
né lam tang cai khodi lac ky thu ctia long
con nguoi say mé. Cang nguy hiém bao
nhiéu, cang khoai lac bay nhiéu. Toi can
ddn 6ng L*** :

— Nhé diing cé ban buia. Phai ngam
vao cai u ¢ déu, hay 16 tai, hay con mat,
chti néu chi ban tring minh thi né
khong chét ngay dau. Theo do6i dé ban

thi vita nguy hiém, viia vat va lam.

~ T6i nhd, t6i nhé. Ong ct yén tam,
chi mot phat 1a chét. Nhung t6i chi sg
chung khong di gan d€ ma ban.

— Voi ra di cham. Néu n6 khong di
gan thi ta tut xuong, lan qua nhiing goéc
cay ma ban. Ong c6 dém xudng khong ?
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- O, 6ng dling ngd sy can dam caa
toi nhu thé. Toi da tiing di ban voi nhiéu
lam. Co khi bi ca dan x6 dén, nhung bi
toi ban rat qud, chung lai phai lui.

— Toi héi thé thoi, nhé voi khong di
qua day thi ta li¢u. Chu tdi c6 cho 6ng
la dat dau. Toi c6 may tén day t& Cao-
mén gioi di dém lam. Chung né sé dat
chung ta di don dau, néu dan voi kho-
ng theo dudng nay ma ra. Ay 14 t6i néi
thé dé roi ra hiéu cho hai top ngdi cho &
dau kia biét, khong mép mo, ho lai ban
nham phadi chung ta. Toi s€ nhudng cho
ong ban trudc. Voi ra dung dinh lam,
ong chd co voi vang. A, chon con nao ¢é
nga hay ban nhé.
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Tiéng dong gan, rdi tiéng dong xa,
Xa mai.

—Thoi, c6 lé chung theo 16i phia dong

ra r0i, ong a.

— Thi budi chiéu, ching ta da di do
k¥ cang, chi c6 vét chén ra 16i nay.

— Khong, lac 4y t6i da bao ong dang
ay cling co 16t, 16t cia mdt con thoi.

Toi hdi ngudi Cao-mén ngodi canh.

— Thua thay, c6 1é céi 16t chan ay la
16t chén con voi dau dan, t6i hom qua n6
ra 16i 4y, nén hom nay né quen 1¢ kéo ca
dan ré riing ra ma khong theo dudng cai
nua.

— Néu thé€ thi cé 1é chung ta phai
xuong di theo déi chung né.
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Ong L*** bing long. Toi thdi coi, ca
bon cung xuéng. Toéi khong muodn cho
ba K*** theo vi t6i biét dudng 16i nhiéu
ham hé. kho di lam. Ba ct nhit dinh doi
di.

— Thua ba, nguy hiém lam.

— Thi t6i di thé nay chila dé tim nguy
hiém. Tai lam sao nguy hiém dén, cac
ong lai khong cho t6i dugc gan ?

Toi phuc ba vi cau ndi ay, nhung nghi
dén bat ngo cd thé xay ra, toi bao chong
ba:

— Viéc nay la ty 6ng dinh doat, chti toi
khong dam dam bdo sy an toan dau day.
Toi chi ¢6 thé dam bao khi nao ching ta
ngoi trén giong ma ban thai.

Ong K*** chiéu vg :
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— Dudgc, nhd cé sao, chung toi khong
oan han gi 6ng dau.

Chung t6i lién chia ra lam hai top.
Mot top ra phia dong dung den bam
theo doi vét voi, mot top thi di lén trudc
dé chan dau & 6 Kra- balprak.

Toi, ong L*** va Douglas Fairbanks
(khong biét c6 that 1a ong ta khong,
nhung t6i ct goi thé dé€ cho dé nhg) thi
di don dau,

Pudng bun, lai chan voi thic xuong
thanh ham ho, canh céay thi dam ra tua
tua, ma chung toi thi ¢ di nhanh gan
bang chay. Budc thap, budc cao, nga cai
nao nén than cai ay. Douglas Fairbanks
déng phim nhanh nhen thé, nhung 6ng
ta cling bi nga ba lan. Toi v6i ong L*¥**
thi tinh khong xiét dugc nita. Nhung vi
long say mé thuc giuc, nga roi, chung to6i
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lai gugng day di ngay, vi chi lo dan voi
nhanh hon, tat sang 6 Seua mat thi ngdc
ngach bao la, khong con bié€t dau ma tim.
Chi c¢ hai tén Cao-mén di v6i chung toi
1a chdng nga cai nao.

Pén 6 Krabal Prak thi moé hoi da ra
u6t dam minh, dau goi chung toi da thay
run. Nhung sau khi nghe tén Cao-mén
cam den bam di soi vé noi voi chua di
qua, ching t6i quén phing ngay su mét
nhoc. Chung t6i ct theo long 6 (su6i) ma
di tr& ngugc 1én, quén ca lay 10i, quén ca
rang minh dang thé nhu thoi bé.

beén bam chiéu sang, choc thung cai
tich mich ctia dém trudng. Nhiing sdc,
khi nhin thady anh sdng chay trén canh
lao xao. T6i ddn moi ngudi :

— Nhé c6 gap huou nai hay bat cu
giong gi cling duing c6 ban. Ban thi voi
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khong khi nao lai ntia dau.
Ong L*** gat dau :
— Nhung nhé gép ho thisao ?

— Thi mdc ké n6, n6 thay minh dén
1a ty khac n6 phai chay. Néu 6ng mudn
dugc ban voi thi trti khi nao hé vo ong,
ong hay ban. Voi khon va thinh lam, cht
cd phai viia dau. Mot khi da nghe thay
tiéng sung & phia nay thi khong khi nao
no con lai ntta. Néu muén ban ho thi cho
mot hom khdc, 1én riing Sangkevia, cho
nguoi suc dudi, thé nao cling dugc ban.
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Tren dutng mao hitm

hung t6i di suc tim ca dém
chdng gdp dan voi. Thi ra chiing
da qua Vien-Thom di ré vé phia Bang
Samrong, chi khong di vé phia 6 Krabal
Prak. Vi thé, nén chuing di ra phia rling
dang dong. Bon ngudi di theo thay lac
con dudng ma tdi da dy tinh. phai 1on
trg vé. Ong L*** v6 vai i :
— Thoi, d6i nga voi d€ ban khac. Bay
gio chung ta da cd vai chuc con nai kia
dé an ui roi.
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Khong dugc ban voi, nhung cai muc
dich ru 6ng L*** 1én day d€ ong phai
muu toan cong viéc véi toi, thé la dat roi.
Trudc khi vé, 6ng vao budng gidy noi
chuyén vd6i téi hon hai tiéng dong ho.

Nhiing cau chuyén t6i noéi véi 6ng
L*** vi nhiéu 1é bi mat, lai c6 quan hé
dén... nhiéu ngudi tai mat, nén t6i khong
thé thuat ra day.

Va tu day, toi cing khong ndi dén
ong L*** niia, t6i chi xin thuat lai cudc
hanh trinh cta t6i ma thoi.

Cac ban doc cling nén lugng xét;
va toi tudng ci nhu thé ciing la du rdi,
bdi vi phai chang cac ban chi mudn biét
16 nhiing hanh dong cua mot tén budn
thudc phién lau qudc té n6 thé nao. Con
nhu nhting ti€u tiét thi... nd cing nhu
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dia “dét-se!” doi véi biia com. Co thi
cang hay, khong c6 thi cling chang tén
hai gi.

Su tin nhiém trong cong viéc buon
ldu phai can giti hon trong nhiing cong
viéc doanh thuong khdc. Diéu nay chi
nhiing ngudi budn ldu méi hiéu. Va toi
xin noéi rang mot ngudi nao c6 du gin
cot dé€ lam mdt tay buon lau hoan toan la
nguoi biét giti danh du cta 16i huda hon
ai hét.

O dija hat nay, nhiing viéc giao dich
ve tién bac déu khong c6 gidy ma. Va du
cd xdy ra truyén gi bat nhu y, ciing khong
thé dem nhau ra truéc phap luit.

1 dessert: mén trang miéng.
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Pong tién bd ra that 1a nhu ném
xudng song, xudng bién. Néu gap phai
nguoi nao khong du tin nhiém hay kho-
ng c6 danh dy thi 6i thoi ! Chi con cé
kéu gidi. Vi thé, cho nén lam an trong cdi
dia hat nay, phai biét ré tam ly ngudi ta
lam. Lai con cach giao tién, cach doi dai,
phai thé nao lam cam dong dugc ho dé
ho khong n& phan minh.

banh rdng trong tay nhiing ké budén
14u, c6 su bao thu ghé gém, né chd nhiing
thang phan ban, nhung néu da phai dén
bdo thu thi 6i thoi ! Con lam sao ma buén
dugc nia.

Phép luat sé can thiép ngay vao.

Cai nghé nay, toi ndi trang ngay la
mot nghé thuat. Lam n6, can phai cé
nhiéu diéu kién lam. Thi nhit la phai
c6 mot bo than kinh binh tinh trén muc
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thuong, va phai c6 mot con mat xét ngudi
cho tuong tan, Phai biét liéu tai nang, dé
cat ngudi vao nhiting viéc thich dang.
0] day, thong minh khong c6 nghia gi,
ngudi ta lam viéc thuan béang linh giac,
thu linh gidc n6 mau nhiém hon thong
minh. Ké buén lau hoan toan c6 nham
chi la nham trong nhiing ti€u tiét, trong
khi giao nhiing mdn tién nhé, chu doi
véi dai su, it nham lam. No6i dén budn
ldu la néi dén da nghi, nhung mat khi ké
buon lau ma da tin thi tin dén tuyét de.
Co khi chi vi tam long tin khong bo bén
ay ma nhling ngudi minh s& cay khong
n& hay la khong ddm — phan minh. “Pa
dung thi khong nghi, da nghi thi khong
dung’, cau nay chi nhiing ai da dung tay
vao nhiing viéc quan trong nhu ra nhau
di cuGp mdi & truGc miéng hiim chang
han, méihiéu thau dén cai nghia sang stia
ctia nd. Vua Alexandre cam chén thudc
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udng trong khi rat buc thu niac danh
néi rang nha vua sé bi dau doc, dua cho
nguoi thay thudc la mot tang chiing né
biéu duong stic manh ghé gém cta tdm
long tin ngudi. Cai tang ching ay noéi cho
ta biét rang mot phéan 16n su thanh cong
cta nha vua trong lich su, ciing béi nha
vua da c6 mot tam hon to dep dé cam ro
thay rang da dung ai thi khong nén nghi.
Mot phan 16n phan than sé di lam phan,
chi vi bi cdc vua chua nghi ky. Ngudi
long “ken mot khoi” thi ti ti€t; nhiing ké
long c6 16 héng thi nghi: “A, n6 da nghi
thi phdn, khong phan thi cling da bi nghi
r6i”. Pa luc duc & bén trong, con lam sao
ma thanh cong trén dudng doi.

Ong L*** giao tién cho t6i. Toi giao
tién cho nhiéu ngudi. Ong L*** khong
nghi toi, tdi cling khong nghi moi ngudi.
A1l néi ra ndi vao mac, tru khi nao co ai
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Itta han hoi, luc 4y sé hay.

Tin ngudi va dung ngudi la moét viéc
kho lam.

Bai Cong sau khi dugc thién ha, c6
héi Tran Binh:

— Tram stic chdi ga khong chit, lai
chi la mdt tén dinh trudng, sao ma danh
thua dugc Hang Vi 1a ngudi suc cti dugc
dinh, lay dugc nui, danh tiéng vang liing.

Tran Binh tau:

- Hang vuong cé mot minh Pham
Tang ma khong biét tin dung. B¢ ha
thi tin dung dugc ca ba ngudi : Truong
Luong, Tiéu Ha va Han Tin. B¢ ha dugc
giang son la cho biét tin, dung nguai vay.

Hén vuong cho 1a phai lé.
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Trong cudc doi doanh thuong cta
bat ct ai, téi c6 thé noéi rang nhiing co
muu la viéc com biia, nhung that toi it
thay ai dam ltta ngu i da tin dung minh,
trti trong nhiing tinh thé dic biét né bat
budc thi ching ké. Trong nhiing tinh
thé dy, cai cht tam ctia ho van chua dam
Itta dau, nhung vi bi cong viéc 16i cuon,
khong thé trang trai dugc, nén khdc ma
ltia day thoi. Toi dam quyét mot diéu
nhiing ké da nghi khong bao gi¢ 1am nén
dai su. Ho c6 thanh cong, chang qua chi
1a trong nhiing viéc nho nhat.

Mot bo than kinh sang suot, mot
tdm long biét tin, mdt con mat biét xét:
ba diéu kién cot yéu dé c6 thé buon lau.
Con nhu su quyét dinh, su lanh len, sy
Ung bién tai, long can dam va mot 16
nhting didc tinh khic nita chang qua chi
la phu thoi.



Mot cudc sdn vang | 73

Néak [cCung mot nghia véi chii éng.]Von
la moét tay kiét liét nhat & vung Lovéa.
Trudce kia, trong lic tudi tré, y da séng
mot cudc doi giang ho phiéu bat né da
nhiéu phen dua y gin gin dén cai cong
nha pha. Va ciing da nhiéu lan cho y ném
mui thudc dan.

Gig vé véi cudc doi lam dn, lay vo
roi dé con, roi lam giau, nhung cdi tiéng
“anh chi” ctia y van khong mat, lai thém
dugc cdi thanh thé la con ngudi cé can
ban.

To6i von biét y van con giao thiép vai
nhiéu tay choi va thudng dang tay vao
nhiéu viéc ban buon trau cong, bo léch,
nén lan nay t6i méi dén tim y cling nhu
toi da dén tim y trong nhiéu cudc di buon
dau khau & Chantaboun.
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To6i tim dén y viy ban gidi, vi y thong
thao y cac ngd ngach & Xiém, vi y biét
tiéng Xiém, vi y la mot tay “anh hung”
ma gidc cudp von sg. Va lai, y cling cé
thé tin nhiém vé tién tai.

T6i dén y mot budi trua trong khi y
dang ngoi gdy dan ta-kheé.

— Cha, ddi dai nhi. Hét ngheé roi day,
c6 phai khong ?

Y thay t6i, mung 16 :

— Thay di ddu ma nang thé nay cling
chiu kho tat vao con choi?

Y goi vg con ra chao mung va bao
lay nudc dia tiu tit.

Udng bat nudc dua xong, toi khé lay
cai roi gan bo quat vao chany:

— Thé nao, bo do nay con déo khong?
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Y hiéu y, dudi vg con ra ngoai.

— D6 nay hinh nhu Néak lung tung
vé v6i thué ma lam déay phai khong ?
Y cui ngay xudng vai toi :

— Quan han ¢6 mudi lam hom niia,
néu khong cé thi con khén don qua.
Thay cé viéc gi cho con theo. Lua ré nhu
beo, ban dén dau, tiéu hét phidng ngay
dén day. Chu ng lai ct doa cam nha dat.

— Mot khi chu ng da biét Neak di lai
v6i toi thi cling chang nd thé.

— Vang, ng thi cting chua can, nhung
con thué rudng.

— Bao nhiéu ¢
— Linh bon muoci dong.

Toi moéc tui lay ra nam chuc bac:
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— Thoi day, dua cho vg dem déng
thué di. Y nam hai ban tay t6i dat lén dau
dé to y cam on.

— Thay sai gi, con xin liéu chét. Lai
nhu nhiing chuyén trudc la cling.

— Chuyén nay to hon nhiéu. Nguy
hiém hon la khac.

— To hon thi con ¢6 an nhiéu hon.
Nguy hiém thi thay di dugc, con ciing
di dugc. Thay tro c6 nhau, thay moét tay
sing, con mot tay sung, thang nao tdi so,
n6é méi dam lai gan thay tro ta. Nhung
man nao chu ?

— Man Pachim Bangkok.
Neak Von reo lén :

- O, mdt day Pachim, 6 Thnuong,
Chiengca Soai, dau dau con cling c6 anh
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em, anh em tot lam. Man nay con c6
thé giup thay dugc nhiéu viéc hon man
Chantaboun.

— T6i cling nghi thé, nén t6i méi ddm
nhan nhdoi véi ngudi ta.

— Nhung chuyén nay ta lam gi ?

— Tai thugc phién sang, khi v¢, ta tai
to lua vé.

- Laixebo ?

— Khong dugc. Chuyén nay tién
nhiéulam. Mot la ngua, haila voi. Nhung
mua nudc thé nay, ngua sg khong tién,
ta dung voi. Néak nghi thé nao ?

— Nhung con chi s¢ chu voi khong
bang long.

— Gia dat tién.
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— Bat qua dat lam thi cong ciing dén
vai tram mot con. Mt con voi ctia ho gia
may nghin. Bon Cudi’® chung nd tuy liéu,
nhung chi ddm liéu nhiing thu khac, chu
khong liéu nhu canh minh. Linh doan
ma bat dugc thi ho bi tich ky mat voi.

— A, ch6 nay chinh méi phéi dung
dén cai tai an noi cua Néak. Toi bang
long lam giady cho ching n6, néu cé thé
nao, toi xin dén.

Neak Von v0i v6i t6i lia lia :

—Thay la cho bé trén, con ndi thé nay,
xin thdy tha cho con céi tdi noi thang.
Néu nh& cd thé nao thi thay con dau tién
ma dén nta.

T61 mim cudi, cAm roi dat khé vao
tayy:

2 D6i véi ngusi Cao-mén cling nhu Man & ngoai ta.
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— Nhung cting phai 1am thé nao cho
bon Cubi no tin nhu thé.

Néak Von ngam nghi mot lat :

— Thé thay dinh thué may voi ?

— Bon con, hai con tai hang, hai con
tai do an thuc dung va ngudi.

— Nhiéu nhi. Hay gidu bi¢t khong cho
chiing n6 biét rang ta tai thuoc phién.

— Nh& ngd ntia dudng chung biét,
chung khong chiu chd niia thi lam thé
nao ¢

Mat Néak Von bong sang quac :

— Thi ta di siung vao lung chung nd,
bat phai di. Mién 1a ltia lam sao cho
chung né dén day, tdi hang ctia minh lén
banh voi, roi con sé cé cach bat ching
no6 phai theo. Day lén Srok leu [Man ngugc ]
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xa lam, mdt khi ho da dén day roi, gid vé
ho cling ngai, thi nhat gio vé lai khong
dugc dong tién cong nao. Mot khi da vao
rung roi thi ho & trong ban tay chung ta,
bdo thé nao ma chd phdi nghe. Cu danh
cho mdt thang hoc mau mom ra la ram
rap ca.

— Ay 1am thé nao thi lam. Viéc nay
toi d€ toan quyén cho Neak.

— Thay dling lo, con bao dugc la
dugc. Con c6 mot kleu [Ban da udng nudc mudi
6t an thé cung ctu gitp nhau trong hoan nan.] Ilgl]fb’i
cudi, y cling cé voi. Y di v6i chung ta thi
r6i y bdo gi bon chu voi kia cling phai
nghe.

— Nhung nh6 ché y dén day roi hay
noéi rd cho y biét, chi noi ngay tu & trén
ay, nhd y hd mom, hé miéng, ho khong
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bang long di thi hong ca cong viéc ctia
chung ta,

Néak Von tiim tim cuoi:

— Con da theo thay bao nhiéu phen,
dau con ngu dai nhu thé.

— Thé thi t6t lam. Nhung bay gid con
van dé chon ngudi di theo.

— O, cai cong viéc tep nhep 4y, thdy
diing dé tam. Cd ba muoci dong mot dau,
con goi khoi.

— Lan nay tang 1én bon chuc, vi phai
can dén nhiing tay cing.

— Tay cung thi nhiing ai da ddm nhéan
di déu la tay cting, biét.,. choi cd. Nhiing
tay non cho bac tram cling khong thang
nao ddm qua rung Prey Réneam. Da dam
di la biét lieu, thay diing lo.
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— Con véi Néak, chuyén nay thi toi

— Con véi thay thi bao nhiéu cting la.
Nhiing chuyén trudc, thay cho con thé
cling da 1a nhiéu gap may ngudi ta roi.

— Khong, thay tro la thay tro. D6 la
cai tinh. Con dong tién thi cling phai cho
phan minh. Téi dinh gia Néak ba tram,
néu lai nhiéu thi con c6 thé c6 mot mon

hoa hong kha khd niia.

— Thé cting la nhiéu roi. Gia di bao
gio con cha dugc thay cho nhd. Thay tro
con & v6i nhau vé lau vé dai. Con con
mong viéc gi ¢ 1gi thay ciing cho goi
dén.

— Thoi thé dugc roi. Bay gio toi di
sang Bangkok, r6i tdi vé Pnompenh. Nhé
hé c6 tin cta toi thi lén nha ldy tién di
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mudn voi va tha ha. Liéu can bao nhiéu,
bdo ngudi nha né dua cho.

*

Cau chuyén cta t6i v6i 6ng Phdc Tai
khéc han cau chuyén cua toi véi Néak
Von. N6 xdy ra chung quanh khay den
dau phong. Dugm mui thudc phién, nén
phai diung dén tam co nhiéu qud. N6
mdt han cdi tinh cich ngay thang. Toan
nhting quanh co va thé lg. Nguoi no chi
rinh ngudi kia ha dé chop lay cai 16 liéu
ma tan cong. Toi s di phdi nghi dén 6ng
Phoc Tai la vi toi xét khong cé ai hon
Ong dé giup t6i trong viéc nay. Va ciing
la dé dén cdi on cta 6ng trong khi dng
da nghi dén tdi luc ong sap dung tay vao
viéc. Hay ndi cho dung dé... chiia nhe
cai cho tdi da hit cang 6ng mot cich no
cling khi tan nhan.



84 | Lé Vin Trwong

Thoat md&i gap 6ng, nhin cdi bd mat
phd& phac, t6i da rd ngay rang luc Ong
L*** di qua day, da cé noéi cho dng biét
rang khong lam viéc dy v6i 6ng nita. Ong
L*** ¢ noi lam vdéi t6i hay khong thi toi
khong biét. Nhung t6i cling doan rang
khong, vi d6 la mot bi mat ghé gém, vo
con khong ddm cho biét niia la ngudi
ngoai.

Quanh co, quanh co, tri trd, tri trd
mai, toi thdy ring cong viéc ching di
thém lén dugc mot chut nao, toi lién doi
phuong lugc, t6i vao thang ngay diu dé,
nhat la dugc ca hay la mat ca.

— C6 mot ngudi mudn nho todi lam
cai viéc thudc phién ma hom trudc day
ong da noi véi tdi. Toi dinh dén day dé
ban véi 6ng, néu c6 thé lam dugc thi
anh em ta chia véi nhau.
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Ong Phéc Tai nhin t6i mot cidch kho
chiu hinh nhu 6ng da doan dugc sy toi
hit cang 6ng. Toi van ¢t gid ngd nhu mot
ngudi ngay thang :

— Cu nhu t6i tinh ra, 1a 1ai nguci
ta d€ cho anh em minh ciing c6 thé tu
bac nghin d6 1én. Néu bay gio, ci moi
chuyén to6i chia cho 6ng mdt nghin thi
ong cé chiu giup t6i khong nao ¢ Anh
em da bu6n ban véi nhau lau, khong cai
gl bang noi thang. Va dong tién nong thi
toi chi co thé tin dugc & 6ng ma thai.

Ong Phuc Tai dit doc tdu ngdi day :

— Nhung 6ng muon nho toéi nhiing
viéc gl méi dugc chu ? Trudce khi chua
kinh té thi nghin bac cling chang 1 bao,
nhung daéi véi bay gio thi nghin bac ciing
to 1am, sao tdi khong muon gitp. Nhung
hoém no nghe 6ng noi, bén Xiém ngudi
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ta phat ti nang lam...

—~ A, cdi viéc d6 t6i cdng dang. Pham
vi hanh dong ctia 6ng chi & Saigon, Chog
Lén va Nam Vang thoi. Toi muon nhé
ong mua giup t6i thudc phién ty va sai
thuoc phién, thé thoi.

— Thé thi t6i c6 thé cang dang dugc.
Nhung sao trudc kia cdi ngudi ban véi
toi viéc nay lai noi c6 thé mua ngay ctia
nha doan duoc.

— Mé6i 1la dinh thé, nhung viéc
khong thanh. Nha doan nao lai chiu
nhting trach nhiém 16i thoéi thé. Mua cta
cac co bai, cling da 1ai chdn rdi. Chi hiém
khi lau vi la mén tién nhiing may van.
Cti 10008, toi lai dé cho ong 10$ s& phi.
Ong mua dén dau, t6i dua tién cho 6ng
dén ddy. Ong tich lai mot chd, réi khic
c6 ngudi dén 14y dan di, chang tan phién
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gi dén 6ng cd. Ong mudn sai ai di mua
thi di, nhiing trach nhiém vé tién nong
va sai nhat hay khong phai sai nhat thi
ong chiu trach nhiém.

— Nhung ai nho 6ng viéc nay, ong
phai cho t6i biét may chu ?

- Do la mot dieu bi mat ma néu ngusi
ta khong dan t6i diing hé cho ai thi c6 1€
toi cting cd thé cho 6ng biét dugc diy.
Nhung ngudi ta da ddn thi khong thé
noi dugc. Ma ong biét dé lam gi ? Ich gi
¢ Chi biét 6ng cé ngan bac tiéu thé la du
roi. Vi la anh em, nén t6i nghi dén ong,
co thé thoi. Tai suc that rd ciing hay 16i
thoi qua !

Ong Phéc Tai tuy ham hyc ring
minh bj hong an, nhung nghin bac trong
lac kinh t€, nao phai la it, dng cling phai
vuot bung bang long.
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Néu t6i khong nhanh tay ma diéu
dinh thang ngay tin gdc, va tdi khong c6
du nhan tam dé phan 6ng Phéc Tai thi
cd 1é khi nho t6i dua hang sang t6i Xiém,
ong cling dén chia cho t6i hon nghin bac
hay cung lam la hai nghin.

Con ddng nay, t6i dugc mot phan ba
tién 1ai. Va lai minh lai dugc tu do hanh
dong, chang phai hoi y kién ai. Céi d6
cling dang tién lam chu.

— Bén Xiém bay gid cd thudc phién
mang sang thi dé ban lam. Bao nhiéu
ciing ban hét. Nhung 6ng da biét mdi
ban chua, khong t6i c6 thé di diéu dinh
gitip 6ng. Ong gia s& phi cho tdi thoi.

— Diéu dé to6i khong dam phién dén
ong. Toi cling viia di Xiém vé. Chan uét,
chan rao la dén ngay 6ng day.
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Ong Phéc Tai lic dau :

- Ong lam an cdi gi ciing nhanh
nhen lam. Thoi dugc, t6i sé hét stic giup.
Nhung s0 sdi nhiing ndm nghin dong thi
phai cho t6i muoi mudi 1lam, hai muoi
hoém méi du day. Toi mua & day, toi lai
phai sai ngudi vé Chg Lén, Saigon niia
thi mdéi cé dugce nhiéu.

— Ong sai ai tiy 6ng. Cu biét trach
nhiém & 6ng la dugc roi.

— Pugc, khong phi ddu ma 6ng ngai.
Ong da tin t6i thi toi cing da lai c6 ngudi
dé tin nhu Ong da tin toi. Va viéc nay la
viéc mua thuoc ty, c6 gi trai phap luat dau
ma bao téi s¢ khong giam gitp ong. Ay
toi noi that, t6i khong thu xép xong cai
viéc nay la vi nhiéu ¢, chu gid tdi c6 thu
x€p xong thi con duong tii Battambang
di Xiém, t6i cling dén phai nho ong.
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To6i cudi kha, vo vai dng Phéc Tai:

— Thé mdéi biét anh em minh thi bao
gio cling c6 nhau that.

*

T6 mo sdng thi xe hoi cta t6i téi khu
riing Pnom Tout. To6i da di moét hoi gan
sdu tram cay so.

Bay gid toi hom trudc, sau mot cai
bat tay dai va mdt cau chic : « May man
I », tOi tU gia ong L*** 1én xe. Xe chay
dén gan mudi mot gid thi téi Nam Vang.
Ré vao pho Ohier, nhin 1én giac dén con
sang : 6ng Phoc Tai dang thac thom cho
toi.

Chinh 6ng ra mé ctia :

— To6i da nau san noi chao chim. Ong
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lam mot bat, roi toi dua 6ng 1én t6i Bat-
tambang.

To6i kiém lai hang cho xép 1én xe, hap
v0i bat chdo, roi bao 6ng Phuc Tai :

— Tai stic cha can phai di lam gi cho
n6 mét. Tai stc giup t6i cong viéc hoan
héo nhu thé nay la t6i dugc doi on lam
rOi.

- O, sao 6ng néi on. Khong khong,
ong dem lai cho t6i hon ngan bac dé
tiéu, chinh toi day phai cdm on 6ng. Tu
day 1én Battambang, chang c6 gi 1a nguy
hiém..., thudc Ty téi trong dia hat nha .
.. To6i di dé cho biét mui vi « buén lau *
no6 thé nao. Sau nay, t6i ciing kiém dugc
co hdi dé lam biét dau. Nhung gia toi co
kiém dugc co hoi thi cdi doan dudng tu
Battambang dén Pachim ciing phai dén
nho ong.
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— Luc 4y, ti€u dé lai xin tan tim. Anh
em minh budn bén ludn tay. Chdng qua
la cai ng dong lan day thoi.

Cung 1én xe, cung ling im. Mat
chung t6i déu ddm dam nhin vao dém
toi, va lau lau chi dé€ y vao nhiing con thd
riing dang nhén nho trén dudng, bi den
“pha” chi€u vao, sg chay loan lén.

Qua Kompongluong thi gi6 hiu hiu
lam cho 6ng Phuc Tai thiu thiu nga. Lau
lau, xe xudng chod 16m, bat 1én mot cai
lam cho 6ng ta chui vé ding trudc. Ong
quoé quang nam vao thanh xe roi 6ng lai
ngu ngay.

To6i thi khong thé ngt. Thudcla cham
hét di€u nay dén diéu khdc, t6i bang khu-
ang nhin cdi ving dnh sidng lu6én ludn
chay truéc mdt téi, va nghi dén hanh
trinh ctia ngay mai.



Mot cudc sdn vang | 93

Pa qua Kompongchnang, Pursat 1a
hai noi ma ngudi ta c6 thé hoi toi : “Chd
thuoc phién di ddu ma nhiéu thé ?”, t6i
thdy nhe nhém ca ngudi. Toi danh thic
ong Phuc Tai day :

— Gan dén noi roi, Tai suc oi !
Ong Phéc Tai dui mat :

— Gi6 mat qua, t6i ngt luc nao khong
hay. Day la dau rdi ?

— Gan t6i Muong. Con chting trdm
cay niia thi dén. Hé qua Battambang la
khong con nghi ngai gi. TU Battambang
trg di thi tuy vat va, nhung viing nhu
binh dia.

To6i con dang ndi thi bong tai x€ ham
xe cham lai, r6i cho xe tu ti dat vao bén
dudng. Toi giat minh :
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— Sao thé bac tai ?
— Banh sau hinh nhu xu6ng hoi.

Toi nhin chiéc dong ho tay : hai gio
bdn bay.

— Thay cho that mau ! Lam thé nao
cling phai qua Battambang lic con to6i.

Mudi phut thay banh la mudi phuat
toi néng rudt vo ké. Kim dong ho sao
chay mau thé ! Tai xé sao lam cham thé !
Toi va ong Phoc Tai déu xuong lam giap
y. bung ba gid thi xe chay. Luc ay, tdi mdéi
thay nguoi toi dé but rut.

— Dén “ga” vao, sao cho lay lai mudi

phut cham.

T6 mo sang, chung t6i dén con dudng
xuyén qua ring Pnom Tuot. Néak Von
da ding ngdng toi tai day. Trong chdp
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mat, hai muoi tha ha cta tdi da khuan
xong nhiing tui hang chat 1én lung voi.
Thiia mét khac, tai x€ khong dé 'y, toi rut
G tii ra mot cai dui rat sac, choc suot hai
banh sau. Mac dau 6ng L*** da ndi véi
toi dé la mot tén tai x€ tin cdn. Nhung
long ngudi ? Ai biét dau ma ludng dugc !

Va xong hai chiéc banh nay thi cing
vai ba gid dong ho. Néu y c6 manh tam
thi it nhat sau bay gio dong ho sau méi
c6 thé co ngudi dudi theo toi. Luc &y,
thi t6i da qua song vao dén rdn riing roi.
bat dung v6 ctia minh ! Bat chap cac tré
luc. Nhung tai x€ thi ngd dau dugc la toi
choi céi “cu” ay trong khi y phai toat mo
hoi dé va. Ong Phoc Tai vé nha cham vai
ba gid dong ho, c6 sao.

Lac t6i sap 1én ngua, 6ng nam tay

toi dung dang quyén luyén. Tu tudng
cta dng luc 4y chac da dén trudc toi trén
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nhiing con dudng nguy hiém ma toi sap
phai qua.

— Khi nao 6ng vé, dén ngay to6i. Toi sé
lam mot tiéc rugu tay tran 6 Nhu y Lau
va toi sé danh cho 6ng mot con phi-pha-
chay tuyét sac.

— Cam on 0ng anh. Nhung biét tiéu
dé c6 vé dugc khong ¢

Noi xong, t6i quat ngua di, khong
quay dau lai.

— Pi lam sao cho dén O kaki méi
dugc nghi. Neak Von da bdo chung né
ndu san com dem di d€ an roi ddy chu ?

— Chung con dn com tu dém. Goi
ghém san sang roi. Di dén O-kaki chac
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dugc. Ma c6 doi thi vua di viua an.

Chung toi chia ra tién doi, trung
do6i va hau doi nhu mot dao binh. Co
hai ngudi di do tham phia trudc, va hai
nguoi di do tham phia sau. Hai con voi
tai hang thi & trung doi ludn ludn co t6i
di ngua kem. Néak Von thi luén luén di
lién lac cac todn va bdao dong tinh cho
toi.

Hai hom truéc mua to, nén dudng
khi kho di. Nhiing ché dat am, chan voi
thuc xuéng thanh ham ho. Ngua cta
Néak Von di di lai lai that 1a chat vat.
Trong bon, chi tdi va Neak Von la cudi
ngua, con thi hodc di dat, hodc cudi voi.
Hai con voi to va khoe dé€ ché hang, con
hai con nho thi dé chd d6 dac cac thu.
S& di téi phai mudn bon con voi la dé
phong khi gip bién & Xiém thi cé san
dé danh thdo. Bat dugc voi tai d6 dac
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thi nha chtic trach Xiém khong thé lam
gl dugc téi. Gao vdi ca kho, toi da bat
moi ngudi phai deo & lung sao cho dan du
nam ngay. Ay 1 phong c6 gip can trd, du
ra mot ngay, chu hanh trinh chi tinh cé
bon ngay thoi. Bon ngay thi dén Pachim.
G d6 da c6 ngudi dén chung toi d€ lay
hang.

To6i chang dem giudng chiéu chan
g6i nhu moi lan trudc, phai di xe bo hang
thang. Toi tu nht: “Nam sdu ngay kham
kh8 chang sao. Nhiing gia nhan Cao-
mén cta minh ho chiu dugc thi minh
cling chiu dugc”

Mot bd quan do dé€ nh& c6 diéu gi
can phai di Bangkok thi toi goi vao mot
miéng vai son dé trén minh voi, con &
ngudi toi thi mot quan da, mot 4o da va
mot chiéc so-mi, mét chiéc quan dui ma
toi sé phai deo mai cho téi khi vé.
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Cac ngai c6 dung tudng tugng ma
hinh dung hay sy hoi ham hay khong thi
toi khong ro, chu t6i that tinh deo chiéc
sOo-mi vai vang trong muoi mot ngay, toi
chang thdy hoi mét ti nao ca. Toi khong
c6 thi gio. Quai thay, t6i lai cling ching
thdy ngtia ngdy nita. Thi ra ruc riing ca
ngay dudi nang, dudi mua, tdi mét qua.
Dt minh la toi ngt phidng, chang d6i hoi
dén su... “gat gong” cta lan da. Bo than
kinh chi cham cham ¢6 mot muc dich :
“lam sao cho chdng t6i noi’, nén ciing

chang nghi dén nhiing phién luy khéc.

*

Bon ngudi di theo t6i toan la mot 1a
dau triu mat ngua. Thang nao it ra cling
c6 mdt cdi dn trén luong tam, hay gian
hodc ciing da doi ba phen dén an bdo
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com nha nudc vai bén nam tai nha lao
Battambang.

DPo6i v6i bon ay, Néak Von phai dung
mot ban tay sat. Ma t6i déi véi Néak Von
thi phai ding mot ban tay nhung, cai ban
tay nhung dé diéu khién nhting stic luc &
duédi quyén cai tri ctia ban tay sat. Canh
doi déu thé cd. Cong viéc bat cti & trudng
hop nao, déu phai dung dén nhiing chiéc
binh phong dé né hiling lay tat ca nhiing
phién lyy cho minh.

Bay gig, chac cac ban muoén cho to6i
dem gidi thiéu véi cac ban Néak Von
va thu ha cua y. Toi xin chiéu y, nhung
cac ban chd c6 néng rudt, Bsi du sao
cac ban ciing biét qua nhiing phong tuc,
tinh tinh giong ngudi ctia cdi xd ma toi
da song trong bao nam.

Néak Von khong den nhu moi nguoi
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Cao Mén. Néak van ty phu rang Néak lai
Xiém, nhung lai tt doi nao, Neak ciing
khong biét niia.

Néak nam ay ngoai bon muci, nhung
trong tré lam, tré trong khi cudi ndi, tré
6 su hoat dong, chi khong tré & than
hinh da giay gié dan suong. Luc Néak
ngodi yén thi gia, nhung mot khi da cé
cai gi lam cho long Néak phan khdi, hay
gdp trudng hgp gi budc Néak phai hanh
dong thi ngudi ta khong nhin thay cai
tudi ctia Néak ntia. Ngudi ta chi cé cai
cam tudng do 1a mot stiic manh né biéu
dién trong khung canh thich hgp cua
nd. Mot than thé day da va cao 16n, Néak
at dugc ngudi 6 dong can. Khuén mat
trong rat hién va cé vé dep giai, nhung
coi chting khi doi mat kia quac lén, doi
16ng may ram kia diu lai. Lt It ma danh
chét ngudi lac nao khong hay.
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Y ti va thong minh chi chay theo
mot con dudng thang, nén Néak mau le
trong hanh dong.

O trong ddu Néak chi cé hai bién
thai : phai hay khong phai. Khong c6 céi
gi & vao khoang gitia lo lting ca. Vi thé
nén Néak khong hay ly ludn v6i minh,
va cling khong hay ly luan ca véi ngudi.
Nhu thé, méi coi ra thi hinh nhu Néak
c6 mot dau oc hep hoi, nhung khong,
con ngudi nay toan cam bang linh giac.
Va hanh dong theo ban nang tu nhién.
Yéu ai thi d0i ngay lén dau, ma ghét ai thi
di ngay xuong dét. Tinh dé tuy c6 cho
hai, nhung n6 tranh dugc su luéng lu la
ban thé ctia nhiing ké chi ban suong noéi
nham ma khong dung tay dugc vao viéc
mot cach quyét liét bao gio.

Co thé ghét Néak, nhung ai cling sg,
sg cai tam tinh n6 bat nhu 10 so va gidng
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xuong nhu mot ludi dao. Phan minh va
rach roi l[am.

G4n con ngudi 4y, ta mat han sy ngo
VUc, trang ra trang, den ra den, chang c6
cai gi 1a map mao.

Ngudi ta bao Néak cd gong. Diéu do
thi t6i khong ro, bdi vi tdi cling chang
bao gio hoi dén. Toi chi biét nhiing tay
choi & day, co tiéng la gidi gong ngai
déu kinh sg Néak ma thoi. A Um mot
tay chuyén nghé di danh nhau thué —
y cling co6 di & trong bon, ai dai vai hao
rugu la gio lung cho tha ho chém, thay
Néak bao gio cling vai va ton la luc Crou
[Thay]. Y thudng bao moi ngudi:

— Luc Crou c6 ngai trong tay, niém
mot cau chu thi phai biét, sat chém ciing
dut.
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C6 mot diéu ma ai cling biét la con
Sa-ca-cha’ rat doc, mo ai 1a chét, ay thé
ma bat ci Néak gap 6 dau cling chay lai,
tay khong bat cho ky dugc. Vi giong ran
ay von cham, cho nén thuong la Neak
bat duoc.

Ban thi da danh [a gioi, nhung cai ma
bon anh chi khiép phuc la céi tai phong
dao. Néak c6 mot con dao — a quén
bén con dao — quy v6 ngan. Moi con
chi to bang ba cai 14 ma va dai d6 hon
gang tay. Ludi n6 moéng, than né mong
va chudi né cling bang sting dep 1ép. Tat
ca bon con déu tra vao trong mot cai vo
biang dong. Ma cdi vo 4y cling chi bé va
mong nhu nhiing vo dao gam khéc. Xa

3 Mot thi ran doc nhit ¢ Cao-mén.
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thi phong dao, ma danh nhau giap 14 ca
thi hai con chap lai trong tay bién thanh
mot doi doan dao.

Toi s6 di tim dén lam quen véi Neak
va cho Néak vay mugn nhd vda — hay
ndi cho ding dé t6i nho va Néak — ciing
la vi nghe no6i Néak gioi nghé dao. Thu
nhat vi nghe ngudi ta don dai c6 mot
1an, Néak biét ngudi ta d6 thudc doc vao
rugu cho minh ma ciing ci uéng nhu
thudng. Thi ddy mdi cac ngai nghe Néak
Von ké truyén ay, lai véi toi :

— T6i biét bon Mékhum & bén Chong
chal thu t6i vi bat ¢ c¢6 méi lgi nao 1a
toi cling h6t mat. Khong phai té6i muon
chi thé, ai lam nghé nao thi dan nghé ay.
Nhung dat trau bo qua dia hat minh, y
khong them ndi qua véi minh mdt cau
thi ké cting tdc. Thé roi sau khi y bi toi
hét ngon mat ba doi trau, y dinh tri toi
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di. Y sai ngudi tii bén ay sang day lam
than véi t6i. Toi da nghi, nhung tdi cling
dé vay. Mot hom, tén tay sai bo thudc
doc vao rugu dé ltia t6i uong. Trong thay
sac ruou khac, tdi da biét ngay, nhung toi
cu cam lay uéng. Viia uong, t6i viia nhin
cham chdm vao y. Hinh nhu y hiéu nghia
cai nhin cua téi, mat y bong tai nhat,
ngudiy run lén, r6i y quy ngay xudng lay
toi nhu coc dé. Toi do y day:

~ Viéc nay chang qua 1a ngudi ta
sai may thoi, tao khong thém giét may
dau. Nhung may vé bao v6i ngudi ta, tao
khong phai la hang ma nhiing... cdi tro
tré con nay c6 thé hai dugc. Nam ngay
sau, Mé-khum Chong-chal dén choi toi
v6i nhiéu qua cap, roi tu day, toi véi y
thanh ra doi ban than. Thay co viéc gi &
phia dy, phai can dén vy, t6i dua thay sang
thi y tan luc giap ngay.
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— Toi chua can. Nhung tai sao biét
rang c6 thudc doc ma Néak dam uong.
Udng rdi cling chang lam sao.

— Thay bao trong ngudi san c6 thuoc
gidi doc thi udng gi ma con sg.

*

Bon tuy tung cta to6i thi dai d€ thang
nao ciing c6 cai duc liéu ghé gém. Bao
di 1a di, bdo chém 1a chém, chti ching
do dan mot hai. Tuy chung né khong cé
mot ban linh cao nhu Néak Von, nhung
thang nao cing da nhiéu phen vao sinh
ra tl, thang nao cling da quen véi dan
lac tén bay.

Nhiing khoée riéng ctia chung ké
thi 1am cdi tai tinh. Nhiing khoée riéng
ay rat 1gi cho sy di dudng xa va trong
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nhiing con nguy hiém. Trong moét bon
c6 hai muoi ngudi, ma néi duge dén ba
muoi thi tiéng: Xiém, Leo, cudi, co-1a,
khach, thu tiéng gi cling c6 ngudi biét.
Bay chim, bay tho, danh cd, dao luon,
ndu bép, thudc dau, soa bop, bat gin, hat
suéng, dan dich, khong thu gi 1a trong
bon khong c6 mot anh chuyén mon.
Tham chi dén bat chudc tiéng ga, tiéng
huou non ciing cé ngudi biét. That la
cd ca mot han 1am vién theo t6i, nhung
moét han 1am vién thiét thuc chang ban
cdi hoi mot ti gi vu vo, khong ich lgi truc
ti€p ngay cho nhén sinh.

Néak Von da cai tri ho bang mdt ban
tay sat, thé tat nhién t6i doi véi ho rat
nhin. Véi ai, t6i cling c6 mot tiéng “em”
ngot sét.

Cung nhau di nhu thé nay, chang
con cd thé khong khénh ong tudng, toi
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truyén tro rat than mat véi chung. Toi
hoi vé doi tu cta chung. Chang cling vui
vé ké cho t6i nghe. Trong bon cé nhiéu
nguoi hiém khich nhau, t6i c6 dan giai dé
cho 6n théa. Nhiing sy ganh ti, nhiing su
con ga tlic nhau tiéng gay & day thi nhiéu
lam. Nhung dugc cai khong rugu say thi
bdo dua nao cling bi€t nghe ; va mot diéu
toi can phai nhan la chung trung thanh
v4i nguoi tra tién cho ching moét cach
triét dé. Trong bao nhiéu lan giao thiép
vGi chung, t6i chua bi mdt tén nao phan
cd. Cé 1é vi mai lan, trudce khi di, toi bat
ching uéng nudc mudi 6t an thé véi toi,
hay tai nhiing ké s6ng bang stic manbh,
doi phé véi doi bang stic manh khong
chta trong ngudi nhiing phan trac nhu
ké yéu chi cé dugc doc mot khi gidi la sy
loc luia.
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Chung phan nhiéu déu thang ruodt
ngua. Khong bang long diéu gi 1a néi bo
bo. Va bi tic qua thi lién rut dao ngay.

Su chiu dung doi khat va vat va &
chung thi that khong thé nao tudng
tugng. Co nhiéu khi lo bi ngusi dudi
theo, chuing toi di sudt ngay dém, chiang
céd mot hdt com nao vao bung, thay tro
chi nhai gao séng, uong nudc bun véi
nhau ma chdng hoi mdt ai cé tiéng than
van. Voi va ngua trong khi ay that 1a di
khong muon noi, ma ngudi thi cti budc

bang béng.

Ay chinh vi nhin ching, ma t6i hinh
dung dugc tat ca su dai déo va bén bi ctia
cai mdy nguoi. Va cing nho hinh dung
dugc thay nhu thé ma téi ddm luyén
cho co thé mot stic chong choi trén muc
thuong.
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Loai ngudi la mot giong dai stic, kho
chét nhat trong cac sinh vat. Chi vi ludgi
biéng, sg. hai va trac tang ma bién thanh
ra giong dé chét nhit.

To6i da dugc nhin stic manh cta loai
nguoi biéu dién trong nhiéu trudng hgp
nguy nan. Toi thay stic 4y chong dé véi
cai chét tréi hon ca stic cia hd bdao la
giong ma nguodi ta cho la khde nhat &
trong rung.

Mot con hé bi dan gay chéan chi chay
ngoai vai tram thudc 1a ndm phuc. Ay
thé ma nhiéu tuéng cudp bi dan gay
chan con 1€t di hang nam sau cay s6 dé
tron. Trong luc 1€t di ay, lai con phai tim
cach x6a nhiing dau vét in trén mat dat,
dé cho nguai ta khoi theo doi ma tim bat
minh.
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C6 nhiéu ké song mot doi nhan dat,
hoi moét ti la sg 0m, sg chét, roi thi thuoc
thang r6i rit. Ay chi tai ho qua s¢ ning
gio, quad s¢ nhoc mét, va vi khong biét
tin & stic chiu dung cua giong ngudi ma
thanh ra thé, thanh ra yéu nhu con sén,
mém nhu cai bun. Néi dén stic lam viéc
thi toi that khong tim thdy & mot giong
vat nao hon giong ngudi. Chi cé giong
ngudi mai da dieu kién dé co gang trong
hai muoi bon ti€ng dong ho hay hon
nta, chu doi v6i giong khac thi mudi hai
gio dong ho 1a qua nhiéu lam ro6i. Da thit
cla ta tuy mém, nhung cdi mém ¢ day la
cai mém cua cao su, chu khong phai cai
mém cua hon dat. Chi tai ta tu cho ta la
hon dat ma thanh ra bi kém hen.

V6i nhiing thanh nién sg nuc, so
lanh, hoi trai thoi tiét 1a cam, 1a sét, toi
cO mot cach mau nhiém dé chiia la dem
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ném ngay ho ra riing. May ngay dau thi
kho théat ddy, nhung nhiing ngay sau, ho
sé thay cai co thé ma ho lam tudng rang
yéu 6t kia chang yéu 6t ti nao. Chi vi mot
y nghi sai lam ma thanh ra nhu cdi niéu
dat, dung vao dau l1a v6. Gidi sinh ra loai
nguoi dé 1am chua té€ muon loai, tat gioi
da dat san & trong co thé ctia chung ta
nhiing nguén séng dé cho ta cd thé dam
bep céc can tro.

Viét thién ky tc nay, toi chi mong
ai ai déu tham tin rdng loai ngudi khoe
nhat trong cac loai.

(kiém duyét bo)

Cai n6 lam tiéu diét sinh luc loai
nguoi chi 1a nhiing tu tudng sai lam caa
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loai ngudi ma thoéi, chi khong c6 mot
stic manh nao & bén ngoai c6 thé lam
tiéu diét duoc ca.

Mudi gio. Gioi bong n6i nang du
doi. Chang biét nang & Phi chiu thé ndo,
chu & day, cai nang thang nam ngoai ta

khong tham.

Chi vai gio dong ho, dat dang u6t da
kho khong. Nhiing thé dat dang uét, nay
dugc anh sang nung dot, chia ra nhiing
canh sac nhu dao khién ngua cham vao
phai ring minh ghé chan. Chan voi thuc
xuong nhu nhiing chiéc vo, lam cho bui
bay lén mu gidi trum cd ching t6i. Chung
toi nhu bi boc & trong mot lan bui lia.
Vom gidi trong veo, chdng ggn mot chut
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may: riing, 14, dat, dau dau cling 16e hao
quang.

Tht ha toi déu cbi hét 4o, than hinh
ldim lam den nhu trau. May chu quéan
tugng ngudi Cudi chi déng cé mot chiéc
kho gai, luc &y cing nhu thdy khé vi
chiéc kho ctia minh.

Quén chiéc khan boéng vao co, va
deo chiéc kinh rgp lén mat, tdi lo lang
goi Néak Von :

- Nang va nong nhu thé nay, sg
khong di mot hoi dén 6 Ka-ki dugc.

— Thay dtng lo, chi s¢g voi va ngua
mét thoi, chd ngudi thi sao cling di dugc.
Ma du khong di dugc ciing phai c6 ma
di.

Néak Von xuong dat ngya :
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— Cudi nd mai thi no 14 mat. Thay lén
voi ma ngdi d€ ngua cho mot dia né dat.
Nay, nhiing cdu nao ngoi trén voi xudng
ca di. buing lam nang lung nd, nang mét
n6 khong di dugc. Ngusi mét thi con biét
c0, chu voi ngua mét thi biét c6 lam sao.

Nhiing ngudi dang cudi voi dugc
lénh déu nhdy ca xudéng. A Tit vua dit
chan dén dit bong ru lén. Thi ra trong
khiy cti dong, mdt bao diém y dat & trong
nguoi vi ndng qua, co sat vao nhau, bong
x0e ca lén lam cho y chéay bung.

A Um hoi biét dau duoi lién cudi kha
kha:

— Chu may con non lam. Diém xoe
chdy bung c6 mot ti ma da kéu nhu cha
chét, thé nhd bi ai tong mdt qua nhu thé
nay thi cé 1& chi may rong lén mat.
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Y vuia ndi, viia dam A Tit mot qua
lam cho A Tit nga chui vao chan voi. Ca
bon cudi r. A Tit phan thi then, phan
thi dang bong lai bi dam dau, cdu tiét,
rut ngay dao x6ng dén. A Um van binh
tinh :

— Lai di. Chi s¢g dao chu may dung
vao thit anh lai gay thoi.

A Tit tién gin sat A Um thi bi Néak
Von nam ngay dugc :

~ A ! Ra thay thué chung may dé di
dam nhau ?

Via noéi, Néak viia qud ludn lay A
Um, x0 ludn hai cai dau vao nhau kéu cai

((b 6p’) :

— Tao giao hen: “hé ai con danh nhau
thi thé nao tao cling ban bd”,
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A Um vtia xoa dau, viia cudi khi khi :
— Tai luc crou khong dan trudce ?
Y om lay A Tit:

— Thoi duing gian t6 ntia. T6 biét long
ddng ay ro6i. Co thé mdi la tay choi chd.
Thoi cho bong dau, bao A Tol no cho ti
thuoc dau la hét rat ngay.

*

Pang btic sot ca ngudi, thay nhiing
cung cach 4y, toi cting phai bat phi cudi.
Duéi cai nang nhu thé ma bon ho
khong déi mi, doi nén gi ca, cti dau tran
cat 16i ban chai ma di It It. Ho hinh nhu
chi biét c6 ndéng, ma khdong biét cé nang.

Ngo6i trén banh voi, toi dat tay vao
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da né thdy nong day. Lau lau, no lai hat
voi lén gici mot cai. Mdi lan nhu thé thi
quan tugng lai thao 6ng nudc deo 6 bén
nguoi, doi mot it 1én dau nd.

Chung t6i cud rac riing ma di mai dén
hai gi¢ trua chang gdp mot ngudi ndo.
Nhung vao dén dia phan Rong Chhray
thi bong, ngudi di do tham quay vé, bao
cho biét ¢ trudc mat chang t6i, cé nhiéu
ngudi khong biét la hang ngudi gi.

Toi xudng voi, cudi ngua cung véi
Neak Von phi 1én. Chung t6i tréo 1én cay
cao nhin thi thay mot top chting ba bon
muoi ngudi, dang ngoéi xum xum & ctia
ring. Dudng chung t6i phai di qua day,
chung t6i lai phai di qua mot dong cd
dai chling mot cay s6 mdi xién dugc vao
ring Rong Chhray.

— Bon kiém cui hay bon nao ?
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— Ki€ém cui sao khong trong thay
cui ¢

— Nhung chic ciing khong phai la
bon c6 hai cho chung, ta vi néu mot khi
ho ch¢ ta thi khong khi nao ho ngdi mét
cach 16 liéu nhu thé kia.

— Khong c6 mot chiéc 4o vang, toan
nguoi nha qué, chiac khdéng phai linh
trang gi ca roi. Hay ta ct cho di, mdc ho,
nhé c6 thé nao thi day ta bao nhiéu la
sung, so gi.

— Hiéu rdi. Nhung danh nhau thi chi
trii khi nao cung khong thé tranh méi
nén danh nhau ma théi. Minh chi c6t
sao cho ém truyén va di cho lot. Gia di &
day con & trong dia phan Cao-mén. Ban
giét nhau 16i thoi, phién phtc lam. Néak
phi ngua lén tdn noi xem la bon nao, roi



Mot cudc sdn vang | 121

quay vé ngay. Toi bao chung né diing &
day cho.

Néak Von té ngua di dugc mot luc
thi quay vé :

— Mot phudng sédn, c6 ca Mékhum
[y truéng.] Rong Chhray. Ho dudi mot con
gau tu sang dén gio.

~ A, thé khong sao, cu di di. Quay lai
bdo ching né gidu tat ca sung 1én trén
banh voi dé€ cho ho khoi hoi hiéc 161 thoi.
Dan chung n6 néu ho c¢é hoi thi béo toi
ra Vien-thom san voi.

— Con da bdo thé r6i. Nhung chi lo
trong bon ta c6 nhiéu thang can dn dang
bi tam na. Nhéd Mékhum biét mat, bat
git lai thi lam thé nao ?

Rong Charay gan Lovéa. Mékhum
Sadao c6 quen biét t6i. Nhung & trong
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riung sau thi di mot 1€, du thé nao, toi
ciing khong ngai. Trong dia phan ctayy,
nhd y gid mat, t6i cing khong lam sao
dugc. Gay su ra thi danh rang chuyén
nay di thoat, nhung khi gié vé, thé nao
toi cling bi nha chic trach lam 16i thoi.

Toi vut nghi dugc mot ké. Toi sai
Neak Von lai bao quan tugng b6 vao dau
voi cho kéu rong lén, va phai thuc di cho
that nhanh, roi téi phi ngua lén trudec.
Thay bon ngudi, toi lién hét to :

— Tranh ra, chay tron di! Voi san cta
t6i d6 dau, voi san ctia tdi phat dién! Tron
mau, tron mau khong chét ca bay gid !

Bon ngudi nghe t6i ndi, sg hai chay
ré ca ra; ai ndy tim cay cao tréo 1én dé€ 4n.
Pan voi viia rong, via kéo dén nhu vii
bao. Hai muoi thu ha t6i chay theo sau.
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Chi mot loang la di khdi dong cd, chui
vao rung.

Vao dén rting, tdi cat hai ngudi phuc
& day dé do la dong tinh. Rai t6i thic bon
nguoi di mau d€ chong qua song.

Ba gio rudi, chung t6i xuong dén
song. Ca bon trong thay nudc miing ré
nhu bat dugc vang. Bon con voi vung
vay thoa thich. Nhung t6i khong dam dé
cho ho tam tap lau, t6i mudén mau mau
dén 6 Ka-ki.

— Con mudi cay so niia, lam sao cling
phai di cho dén noi. Bay gid da mat mé
roi, phai cd di, khong con ndi cdi chuyén
do dan dugc ntia. Quan tugng, thic voi
di cho mau, chi chdng nay la dai thoi.
Con tU maij, ta sé di tling chdng ngan.

To6i ngoi lai bén bo song dé chd hai
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ngudi do thdm. Hai muoci phuat sau,
chung ciing dén noi :

— Thé nao, ho co di theo do la gi kho-
ng ?

— Thua thay khong. Sg chét khiép di
roi, con do la gi ntia. Chiing n6 ngoi trén
cay mot lac lau, roi kéo nhau tan vé lang
ca.

— Thoi thé cac em tam tap, lay nudc
day ong, roi di mau cho kip. Toi can phai
di trudc day.

Bong chiéu d6 t6i ngon cay thi
chung t6i dén 6 Ka-Ki. Cai viéc dau tién
cta chung t6i la tim mot cho kin dé€ chdn
nhting tai dét thuoc phién. Nhiing tui
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dét ay toi da cho khau kin miéng. Toi dé
phong nhu thé la dé nhd mac nghén thi
moi ngudi deo mot it, rdi tan vao rung,

Chon xong, toi cat ngudi canh cac nga
roi méi bat dau cho bac noéi thoi com. Toi
chang dem theo mot thu do6 dn gi khac,
cling chi mu6i va cd kho nhu ho. Com
chin, thay tro xum lai, cuing an. Hom ay,
toi khong an dugc may, bdi di mot ching
xa qud, nén mét. Va da lau lam, dén sau
thdng nay, mdi lai ngt trong rting, nén
tranh sao cho khéi dugc lo sg va hoi hop.

Chung t6i c6 hai cai lo : ho bao va
gidc cuop.

Nhiing lan trudc, t6i di hang may
chuc xe bo thi quay xe lai lam thanh,
ngudi ngu & trong, khong con sg hé
ntia. Nhung lan nay, naim ngay & dudi
dat, trong dém t6i, h6 rinh vo thi lam
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thé nao ¢ Ma 6 nhiing khu rting nhu khu
ring nay, ho nhiéu lam. Toi cho ho di
dan nhiing canh cay nho, r6i rao sg so
thanh mot cai vong tron, thiy trdo nam
ngdi chim chum ci & trong. O giia, toi
lai sai lay cui kho dot lén cho that to. HS
thdy sdng, it ddm lai gan. Va nhu thé,
hoi néng ciing duodi dugc hoi lanh cua
ban dém va mudi. Chung quanh hang
rao, cach mudi thudc, bao gid cliing co
ba ngudi sing lap dan san ding canh, cd
hai gio lai d6i gac mot lan.

Toi cling biét dot lta sang 1én nhu
thé la rat dai. Gidc cudp co thé nhin thay
anh lta ma biét c6 minh. Nhung & doi,
biét lam thé€ nao cho chu dao ca. buogc
cai no thi phai mat cdi kia. Ciing phai liéu
tiing cho, tting chd mot chd. Toéi chon
noi khuat, xa 16i di, toi lai sai dét lua &
vai ba chod khac niia, dé€ nhé ¢6 ai di qua
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thi ho ciing chi cho la chdy rting ma thoi.

V6i may chuc khdu sung, chung to6i
cling da c6 mot luc lugng khoe hon mot
bon gidc, chung t6i con sg gi. Con nhu
linh doan thi... phd médc may rui. Luc ay,
vi du ho ¢6 nhiéu hon chung t6i, ho dén
thi chiang qua chung tdi cling chi 1a mot
bon di sian. Nhiing tai dét thudc phién
& cd trong long dat, ho tim lam sao cho
dugc. Ma ciing it khi, ho 1an 16i vao téi
dén rling nay.

Bay gio rudi thi moi viéc thu xép da
xong. Neak Von sai ngudi lay canh cay
nhd, x€p xuéng mat dat lam thanh mot
cai giudng cho t6i nam. Toi giai chiéc
chan ngua lén, r6i t6i ct d€ nguyén quan
ao nhu thé ma nam xudng.
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Vui! Cdi canh t6i lac &y c6 thé noi la
vui dugc khong?

Ay thé ma qua tinh, thua cdc ngai,
toi thay vui vui, vui hon céi canh di that
dién bat ddo lac ban ngay. Hanh phtc
cta loai ngudi phai chiang la mot van dé
tuong doi.

Ngtia mdt 1én gioi, nhiing ngoi sao
lap lanh lua qua khe 14 dén véi téi nhu hy
vong dep cuia ngay mai. Nhiing tiéng séc,
tiéng huou nai “vop», tiéng trung rén ri
nhu cd mdt diéu dan cham vao ngon lua
dot & canh toi, roi lai quay di.

Bén canh, mét bon ngudi ma minh
co thé tin & tai nang va long trung thanh
trong khi gdp bié€n, minh lai chac chan
rang ho quy minh, yéu minh va... phuc
minh. Con gi gi ntia. Con nhiing tai bién
bat ngd ma moi lan minh tranh khéi lai
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cang lam cho minh tin thém & ngoi sao
s6 ménh, va cai stic cé thé lam dugc ctia
minh.

Ca khung canh than bi va nguy nan
ma minh dang song lam cho minh nhan
thay minh dang dugc song mot cudc doi
khac 1€ thudng. Luc ay, tu phuy, nhu lan
khdi thuoc phién, dem dén cho gan cot
mot cdi gl ém ém nd giong giong nhu
suéng thoa, n6 lam cho minh cam thay
modt cach mé ly rang minh da khong
phai bo phi cugc dsi vao nhiing té lanh
cta thé tinh. Minh da tim thay khoai
cam cua thang con trai trong nhiing mau
song dac biét.

Nhiing phut nam gitia riing, bao vay
b&i nguy hiém, da dem dén cho t6i mot
ngudn nghi ngoi nd lam ndy ra & trong
dau t6i nhiéu tu tudng ky la.
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C04 1€ ngay nay, toi tré thanh mdt nha
van cling béi vi toi da dugc song nhiing
phut ma minh ty dao bsi long minh ay.
Vi thé cho nén t6i méi c6 mot doi song
tinh than né la nguyén dong luc ctua sang
tao.

Néak Von thai mét diéu kanchha,
nhoi vao no tu t€, roi dem dén cho toi.

— Thay ct rit mot vai hoi la ngt thang
gidc. Thay ct ngu ky di, da c6 con, con
bao 1a moi viéc nhu y ca.

Phudng tay c6 éther, c6 cocaine, An
dd cé haschib, Tau cé thudc phién thi
Cao-mén ciing c6 kanchha.

Thu6c nay 1a 1a mdt thi cay giong
nhu ngdi ctiu. La &y dem phoi kho, roi
thdi nho hoa vao véi thudc 14, hut ciing
mo mang khoan khodi nhu thudc phién.
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Khac véi thude phién & ché lam cho
nguoi ta dé ngu va giong thudc phién &
cho pha phach tang pht mot cach ghé
gom.

Chao oi! Ong gioi that 1a doc 4c. Cdi
luat thtia trti cd bam cham chap 14y cudc
doi. Da gay ra cai khodi ctia éther, coco,
haschib, thuéc phién va kanchha, néu
ong khong budc ngay cho nhiing ngudi
dung cai kho ctia nghién ngap, thi c6 1é
ong da cho loai ngudi tim thay Nat ban.

Thi cac ban tht nghi coi: luc no say
roi, lam may di€u thudc phién, hon thay
nhe lang lang...

Nat ban tuong ciing chi dén thé.

Nhung hay coi chting khi khoi tan, va
khi thiéu thudec...
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biéu hut kanchha cting giong y nhu
diéu cdy cua ta, chi khac cé mot ti la cai
nd ctia no thdo ra lap vao duge. Cai no
ay dung dé€ 1ay thu6c bang cach 4n chat
né trén dong thudc, vi kanchha phai
thdi nho tang nhu bui. T6i ngdi nhin A
Sit nang niu tling canh kanchha, guong
nhe dat xuong thét, lay dao thai déu déu
ma téi mudng tudng t6i nhiing ngudi
nghién thudc phi¢n. Ciing nhiing cu chi
triu mén nhu thé. Phai chdng nhiing chat
doc kia da lam cho nhiing ngudi nghién
c6 mdt tam hon giong nhau.

Kanchha lam cho ngudi ta mac
nghién, nhung bd no thi ciing dé, chu
khong dén ndi nhu thudc phién. Cé mot
diéu chac chan la néu dung né lau nam
thi thé nao cling ngé ngan. Va néu vo y
trong khi thai, [am sut mdt chat méng
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tay vao thi thé nao chong cham ciing
phat dién.

Toéi tung chiéc 40 mua dap & ngang
minh, nhdm déy. A Sit gap mot hon than
nho dat vao no diéu. Toi kéo mot hoi dai,
cai di€u rit lén pha tich mich ctia dém
trudng. Néak Von nhoi luén cho t6i ba
moi ntia. Toi thay lao dao.

Toi moc goi thudc 14 ném cho chung,
roi toi nam xudng. Neak Von kéo chiéc
ao mua dap 1én cho toi.

R0 rang & bén tai toi, co ti€éng nguoi
tram tro :

- O thudc 14 tét. Piing diia nao hut
day, dé danh ma tron véi kanchha.

T6i mudn quay lai d€ nhin xem ai néi
cau 4y, nhung c6 da cling, mat da do. Thi
ra sic manh ctia Kanchha va giac ngt da



134 | Lé Vin Trwong

kéo dén chiém ldy toi. Toi lam thang mot
gidc cho mai dén mo ma sang. Néak Von
phai lay t6i, t6i mdéi day.

Toi khong hiéu tai sao trong cai dém
nhu thé, téi ngt ngon dugc. Noi dai, gid
c6 ho bao dén liém ngay vao mat, toi
cling khong thuc nia.

Toi da hiéu duyén c6 vi dau gioi lai
sinh ra gidc ngt cho loai nguoi hé dong
md& mat 1a phai lo nghi roi.

Chung quanh t6i, bon nguoi da tré
ddy lao xao. Nhiing dan em thi bac noéi
14y nuéc thoi com, nhiing dan anh thi
ngoi thu hinh bo goi canh dong lua.

Budi sang lanh buot. Suong dém lam
uét dam chiéc ao mua, hoi dat lam am
sit chiéc chan da.

Khi ngo6i day, toi thdy é am ca ngudi.
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Thit t6i co ho nhu run lén. Téi vdi vang
lai gan dong lta, roi t6i sai lay chiéc tai
dét dung thudc. Toi dun Ong tiém, toi
cam mot mii quinoforme vao dui. Ban
toi, mot Ong bac si thudng bao :

— Bénh s6t rét gay ra bdi ba nguyén
nhan : nudc, mudi va lam son chudng
khi.

Caba toi déu khong thé tranh. Nudc,
toi phai uéng nudc viing, nudc bun nhu
moi ngudi, mudi thi dot t6i luon ma nam
thi t6i phai nam dat. Thi au bang ctt moi
ngay, tiém trudc di mot phat thudc tiém
dé phong bi vi tdi chac chan trong nguoi
toi nhiéu mam bénh sot rét lam.

Toi tiém xong thi com cling via
chin. Thay. tro lai quay quan vao d€ an.
Lan nay, t6i an ngon miéng lam. Co 1é
vi gidc ngu, cd 1é anh hudng bsi kanch-



136 | Lé Vin Trwong

ha. Nhiing thé ca nudng, t6i thay thom
phung phuc. Com xong, gidi chua sang
rd. Néak Von bat moi nguoi ldy sung
ra lau ky cang, vi s¢ suong dém da lam
u6t mdy. Nhung diéu dé vi qué can than
day thoi, chu trong bon ai ai khi di ngu
cling lay caseng* quan kin rdi, suong lot
vao lam sao cho dugc, Khau sung la ban
ménh ctia ho, thé tat nhién la ho phai git
gin.

Gidi sang to thi thuoc phién va do
dac da x€p lén minh voi. Vua di dugc
mot quang, Néak Von tré tay xuong dat,
bao toi:

— A ha ! Toi qua cta quai nay ciing
dén rinh dinh x0i chung minh day.

Toi nhin xudéng : nhiing vét chan 6ng
ba muadi in hinh r6 nhu vé. Toi doi theo

4 Mot thi khan choang cé.
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16i chén thi thay né lugn dén cach cho
chung t6i chiing hai muoi budc, roi lai
quay di. Toi cho goi nhiing ngudi dém
qua gac & phia ay :

— Chung may gac khong thay gia ?
A Tol ndi ngay :

— C0, con trong thay ho ro rang. Da
may lan. con nap & gdc cay gio sung toan
ban, nhung s¢ [am loan moi ngudi, mat
gidc ngu, nén khi thdy n6 quay lung di,
con lai thoi. No tat ra phia voi, nhung
thay voi thuc, né ciing lai quay di. N6
quay di quay lai dén may lan ay.

— Thé ngya khong danh hoi thay né
lai a ? Tao chang thdy dong day gi ca.

— Ngua bu¢c 6 phia kia, khuat nhiing
gdc cdy ¢b thy, va luc dy gio ngugc, nén

chung khong danh hoi thay.
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Tran gié phuc duc chua ! Néu dém
qua, ngua biét cé ho lai, thé nao ciing
16ng 1én : toi sé bi mat gidc ngu ngon.

Toi nhin quanh to6i, thi mat nguoi
nao nguoi 4y van diém tinh nhu thuong.
Thi ra 6 doi cdi gi cling la do thdéi quen
ca. Mot ngudi 6 thanh thi ma gap cai
canh nhu thé thi phai rung rdi hét via.

Cac ngai tht nghi coi: trong khi cac
ngai ngu say, cai chét rinh cac ngai cach
hai muoi budc, ma cdi chét thé nao ? Cai
chét cao, cdi chét x¢, cdc ngai khdi rung
minh lam sao dudgc.

Nhiing ngudi Cao-mén cta tdi so
di diém tinh dugc la béi chung da trai
qua nhiéu lan nhu thé. Va da nhiéu lan,
chung cach cdi chét gan hon thé nhiéu.
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Can dam ? Thi can dam chi la mét
van dé thoi quen. Cu trai gian nguy mai
di, thi roi ai ai cting sé khong biét sg la
cai gi.

D6 khong phai la mot su tai gidi hon
nguoi. toi thanh thuc va tin tudng noéi
thé.

Kéo nhau ra khéi mét quang, thi bon
nguoi, co 1é bi anh hudng bdi dnh sidng
ruc r& ctia binh minh né rét vao long
nhting tinh cdm dep, hay hodc bdi nhiing
tiéng hoét véo von clia chim muodng néd
goi lén & tam hon nhiing am hudéng diu
dang, déu ho nhau hét vang.

Néak Von go ngua, nhiu 16ng may,
quat to :
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— Chung may sap hoa dién hay sao
day ?

T61 vOi vang can :

— Thoi, ct d€ cho ching né hat.
day, chung minh bat cu gdp trudng hop
nao, cting chi con madt cach danh va lieu
mang, chi khong thé€ tron chay; ma
cling chang can phai tron chay. Thoi, tha
ho cho chung né mudn lam gi thi lam.

T61 gio cao roi:

— Céc em cu hét di. Hat cho vui vao,
tao mong rang ldc phai « nd », ching
may cling vui nhu thé nay.

Mot loat gid nhai toi
— Thua thay, con vui hon ntia !

ROi thi tiéng hat 1ai rd 1én :
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Néang craman,
Boong khoinéang sadt, boong slanh’...

Toi thay long toi cting ron ruc, nhung
1a dia vi mot 6ng.... cht sodi, toi lan khan
nhu ho lam sao dugc. Dia vi lam khé
nguoi ta that. N6 lam cho ta khong thé
tha long troi theo nhiing ngudn vui. N6
bat ta phai luon luén deo nhiing mat na.

Bon quan tugng Cudi ngoi trén dau
voi, thay bon Cao-mén hat, cling tung
bualén gidilam nhip, roi cing hat. Nguoi
ban ctia Neak Von lai ding thang 1én &
dau voi mua tit.

Thay moi ngudi vui, tdi quén phéing
cai canh ngé nguy nan cua minh. Bay
gio, chung toi dén Vien-thom.

Vien-thom la mot cdi dong gianh

5 Hé&i 6 gai tan, anh thdy em dep, anh yéu...
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giong hang bao nhiéu van mau, ti€p giap
Sisophon, Poipet va Mongkolborey. Toi
bdo moi ngudi im tiéng hat, roi téi bo
ngua treo 1én mot con voi, thuc 1én trudc:

— Cac em khé cht d€ anh kiém thit
tuoi cho ma an, cht an mai ca kho, xét
rudt lam.

A Um nghe t6i ndi thé, voi vang chay
theo, bam vao chdo budc banh leo 1én :

— Thay cho con theo may. Con
nguyén mot con nai chom day la mot
con chét. Sai phat nao, con xin chiu mét
tram roi.

— Sting ctia may chi ban dugc cach
tram thudc.

— O, c6 khi voi suc dén gan sat ngay
bén minh, nai mdi day. Luc nay, ching
da an no, dang ngu say, roi thay xem...
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Qua nhu 16i A Um, chung t6i dugc
ban ba lan chi cach chiing hon bén muoi
budc. Toi ban sai mot phat, con A Um no
la dugc ngay.

— Hai con nai nay chiéu nay nuéng
thi phai biét, an dén Pachim chua hét.

A Um vtia ndi, viia lay dao chich mot
nhat rdng & bung con nai cho khoi sinh,
roi 1€ mé cung v6i quan tugng, khiéng
dat 1én banh voi.

- Tiéc qua, gia dugc mo ngay bay gio
thi thit ngon biét may. Nhung ching ta
lai phai di, khong thé€ ding dugc mot
lac nao.

— Chu may dung lo. Hom nay kho-
ng phai di nhu ngay hom qua dau. Dang
nao cling mot ngay mdi qua khoi rtng
Prey Rénam, thi au la trua nay ta nghi &
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Thaac Crobay. Dén ltc ay, thit cling chua
i dau.

— banh thé, nhung thé nao ciing
héng mat bo long.

— Nhung lam thé nao dugc. Cé voi
doi tién, chu may chi thé. Pugc miéng
thit tuoi an da la phuac lam lam roi.

A Um cudi nhe bo rang trang nhén :

— Thi thdy tinh, ai chang mudn cdi
ngon. Chiéu nay thé€ nao con cling lam
cha nai cho thay xoi, lac ay, thay méi
chiu A Um la tay bép gioi.

*

Chin gi0, chung t6i dén ctia riing
Prey Rénéam. TU trudc dén gio, chung
toi chi méi di qua nhiing ching rtng
thua, tii day, chung t6i mdéi bat dau di
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vao riing ram. Su nguy hiém vé giac cudp
chd chung t6i 6 doan nay nhiéu nhat.

Tu Cao-mén sang Xiém co6 mot con
dudng di tat qua riing Prey Rénéam rat
gan.

Tuc truyén rang xua kia nudc Xiém
mudn danh Up nudc Cao-mén, mdéi bi
mat sai quan dan cay pha riing lam con
dudng nay. Roi thiia luc bat thinh linh,
trong khi nuéc Cao-mén khong phong
bi, kéo quan ra danh. Ngudi Cao-mén
tra tay khong kip, bi thua, phai cat nhiing
chau quan phia bac nhudng cho nudc
Xiém.

Con dudng doc dao ay, ngay nay la
dudng cta troém cudp. Mot khi cudp da
chay vao con dudng nay thi quan quan
nao ciing khong dam duoi, vi sg ching
ndp ban.
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Khong ké gi nhiing sy nguy hiém
nhu hum beo, ran rét, voi, trau, bo riing,
con moét sy nguy hiém ntia trong mua
nang la van dé nudc. Nhé ntia duodng,
hét nudc 1a chét khat. Con dudng nay
rong do moét thude hay hai thude. Hai
bén dtia, rudi, may, diia dai bao phu nhu
mot bilic thanh kién c6. Nh& cé gip ho
bdo di gitta dudng chi con cach chay tré
lai, hay lam cho hé bao sg hai chay tré di.

Mit dudng vé mua nang thi phang
phiu nhu gidi nhya ma vé mua mua thi
lay 16i. Vat, hang ha sa s6 la vat. Thay
dong chan nguoi, vat & cac 14 cay ném
minh xudng. Vat & day can rat doc, kho-
ng co6 thuoc rit ngay la sau quang. Rudi
riing, mudi ring thiy ngudi di kéo ra
vay nhu ong v& td. Lai con nhiing con
bo kep nam gitia dudng nhu nhiing vd
cady muc. Ai v0 y giam 1én nd chich phai
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thi chi con ngoi 6m chan ma khéc. Thu
bo kep nay ngudi Cao-mén goi la “Ca da
tam ray” nghia la cai voi nhon ctia n6 cé
thé trich thau da voi.

Con dudng nay that nhu mdt con
duong ham duc trong riing cay. Troi
mua va trdi ram thi t6i om om. Su6t doc
dudng, cach do chin mudi cay so, lai co
nhiing chuong trau bo dong going san.

Mot khach la lung vao day, thay
nhiing chudng trau bo, tat phai bong
khuang tu héi sao lai c6 ké nuo6i trau bo
¢ day ¢

Khong, do la nhiing cdi chuong ma
cudp trom dong san dé khi cudp dugc
trau bo vé thi nghi chan ¢ day.

Tu Pailin, Bacpréa xudng Lovéa,
khap viing Battambang, dudng cic nga
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déu thong vé ctia rung Prey Rénéam.
Troém cudp, lay dugc & dau déu vé Xiém
bang con duong dy. Nhung la trom cudp
cti khoi va c6 dong ngudi, chi nhiing tay
non thi khong dam di qua.

Ban dém, riing x6ng ra chudng khi
mit mung, ké nao khong quen phong
tho, ngt day mot dém la y nhu vé mac
bénh sot rét.

Nhiing cay lim ¢6 thu cao vt troi,
ru 14 xudng khién cho c6 viing nudéc nao,
dua 14 ngdm ra khong ai con ddm udng.

Con duong nay 1a cho gdp g6 cta
trom cuGp bon gidong: Xiém, Lao, Cao-
mén va Co-la (Birman).

Anh hung va quyét liét nhat la bon
Co-1a vi giong ho la giong gong ngai gidi
nhat.
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Phuc hai tay sting thién xa & day thi
mot doi binh khong thé di qua.

Mot khi quan quan dudi cudp ma
chung chay vao ctia riing r6i thi chi con
ding ngo6, vi khong ai dai gi ma liéu mang
v0 ich v6i chung.

buodng quanh co, chung nép & nhiing
cho queo chi chi ma ban thi muoi phat
chét ca muoi.

Vao dén ctia riing, Néak Von lién ho
moi ngudi déu phai lap dan san.

Toi ra hiéu cho Néak lai gan :

— Chung minh di day, muc dich chi
dé ki€ém tién, khong nén géay thu két oan

6 Doan nay da didng trong “Mucdi nam luéan lac”
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va 16i thdi véi ai. Chung minh chi nén
dung dén vo luc khi nao khong thé dung
cach khac. Nhé c6 gép chung nd, chung
n6 khong tréu minh thi thoi.

— Gip thi thé nao chang gip. Chang
gdp chuang no di thi cling gdp chung no
ve. Con dudng nay, ngay nao la khong co
trom cudp di qua. Chung n6 thay minh
chang tréu gheo thi ciing bd qua cho
chung. Nhung du sao cling ct phai dé
phong san.

Quad nhu 161 Néak Von phéng dodn,
dén Thnac Crobay thi mot ngudi di do
tham chay vé€ bao cho chung t6i biét phia
trugc cd nguoi.

— May dua tatca ?
— Sdu dta va hai tay sung.

— Cai mudi tép. Thay ct cho ca bon
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tién l1én. Trong thdy chung ta tu khac
ching n6 phai 4n trén. Chung ta nghi
thoi com trua & déy.

— Danh thé roi. Nhung chac la ching
n6 nghi day chd chiéu t6i thi lan ra sang
Cao-mén kiém an. Minh ram r6 kéo dén,
chung no6 hoang sg, chay huyén thién thi
toi nghiép. Neak c6 cach gi ci dé cho
chung 6 yén day khong ?

— Thay muon thé thi khoé gi — A Um,
bd sting ra, di 1én trudc véi A Pradao, hé
gdp chung nd thi bdo & yén day, chung ta
di kiém dn dang chung ta, chung n6 di
kiém an dang chung n6. Chung ta khong
lam gi dau ma sg.

Mudi lam phut sau, chung téi dén
Thnac Crobay. Toi nhin thay A Um va A
Pradao dang ngoi hut thudc véi sau tén
cudp va chuyén tro cé vé than mat lam.
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Thay t6i lai, cd bon diing ca day, roi sdu
tén cudp lai gan cui chao toi.

Toi lay 16i an ai:

— Cécem di dang cacem, anh di buon
dang anh, hai dang khong dinh dang gi
dén nhau, cac em dling c6 ngai. Co thit
tuoi kia, mudn an, anh cho mot miéng.

Ca bon déu cam on.

Trong bon do c6 hai tén Léo va bon
tén Cao-mén. Dtia nao ciing da biét mat
Néak Von. Chung thay bon t6i sung 6ng
nhiéu va toan la sung tot, cht khong phai
sung kip, déu tram tro :

— Tao-ké [Ongcha.] va Luc Crou di nhu
thé nay thi ai trong thay cting phai khiép
via. Thu nhat 1a khi cé Luc Crou di kem
nua.
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Néak Von cudi khanh khach :

— Chang thé nay thi cling ching s¢
thu cac chu. Trudc kia, day di c6 vai anh
em, nao da dua nao dam lam gi.

— Thay mdt Luc Crou thi con ai ddm
tréu nda.

Chung nghe ndi di theo t6i dugc
moi ngudi may chuc bac déu muoén xin
di theo, nhung Néak Von gat phat ngay
di.

— Thé nay cling da du chan roi. Sung
chi cé han. Céac chu di theo chi tén com,
ton tién mot cach vo ich. Thoi délan sau,
cd dip, toi sé may.

— Luc Crou nhé day nhé.

*
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Khi khiéng hai con nai xuong, bon
ching xum ca dén lam giup. Cac ngai
chac chi nghe thay phuong ngon cé cau:
“Noi da ndu thit’, nhung chac cac ngai
chua tudng tugng duogc la thé nao. Vay
toi xin ta dé€ cac ngai ro.

Con nai vua 16t xong thi bon Cao-
mén lién déng xudng dat sdu cdi coc.
Bon ching dem vya xanh budc da chan,
da dau, da dudi chang vao coc, rdi chung
dé day nudc vao trong da. Ltia dot dung
dung nhung da vi céd nudc nén khong
bi thung. Thit dem ném vao dé ludc, chi
mot lodng 1a nudce s64i, thit chin.

Cdach ndi da nau thit nay, ngudi nghi
ra dau tién that da co 6c khoa hoc, hiéu
1o vat tinh. Néu khong nhin thay r6 rang
thi ai chang ngd rding mot khi da gin 1ua,
chdng bi chdy thiéu. Thit ludc nai da chin,
cha nai cting da xong, ching tdi sap sta
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an thi A Um da cam mot con ca & bang

(ho) gan day chay lén .

- Ay, hay khoan, thdy. Hom nay con
hién thay hai moén : cha nai va ca lui. Roi
thdy xem c6 ngon bang mdy bép khach
cta thay lam khong nao.

Y nhao bun, roi lay 1a boc kin con
ca. Sau y phu kin bun lén con ¢4, roi bd
vao dong lta. Mot lat sau, bun da kho, tu
mui den nho doi ra mui dat. Y 16i ra, théi
ngudi, r6i béc bun. Thit ca trang toat va
thom phtc. Chi hiém chung t6i khong
dem theo nuéc mam va khong c6 chanh
6t, chti khong thi véi thu thit ca ay, cham
an ngon biét chting nao.

Bon sdu tén cudp cling xum dén an
cung véi chung toi. Toi hdi dua chung :

— T6i nay, cac chu dinh di vé nga nao?
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Cac chu ¢6 di dau thi di, chu dung thua
lac anh di vang ma do dén d& nhe tréau
bo ctia anh day nhé.

— Ché nha thay di nhu htim, ai ma
lai gan dugc.

~ A, théra céc chu ciing di 16n vén
chung quanh nha anh. Coi chting...

— Chung con da r6. Chung con chi
rinh nha A Seng & canh nha thay. Mdi
khi di qua, ché nha thiy can um lén, nén
chung con biét. Thiéu gi cho dé én, lai di
dam dau vao hang hum.

Com xong, chung t6i di, d€ sau tén
cudp 6 lai, sau khi da chuc cho chung
may man va sau khi da nghe nhiing 16i
cam on thanh thuc vé btia com toi dai
ching. Toi cho moi dia mot diéu thudc
la. Chung cham lén hut phi pheo lay lam
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khodi lam. Réi chiing ban hai phat sing
dé tién ching toi.

bi dugc mdt quang, Néak Von bao

Ao

to1 :

— Thay tro ta di chuyén nay thi quyét
la binh an v6 sy. Nhung bon kia thé nao
cling cé thang bi vét.

— Sao Néak biét ?

— Thi diém lanh va diém dd da bay
ra day.

~ 227

— Sung dan la moét thu téi quan h¢, ay
thé ma ching ban choi dé mting ching
ta. Vé phan chang ta thi danh 1a vui vé
roi, nhung vé phan ching, d6 la mot
diém gé&. Ra di lam dai su, tiéng sting da
nd ra thi phai c6 dich. Khong cé dich ma
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nd la gé. Toi nghiém nhiéu lan nhu thé.
Roi thay xem t6i dodn c6 dung khong.

Y nhu 16i Néak Von phong dodn, khi
chung toi gid vé thi dugc tin bon dé di
cudp trau & Sangkévia, mét tén bi ban
chét.

Gidi nang that vé dau nguoi, thé ma
di trong con dudng doc dao, chung toi
thay mat mé nhu & trong thach dong. La
cay day dac dén noi anh sang mat gioi
khong tai nao len vao dugc. Moi ngudi
déu thay khoan khodi chang bu v6i ngay
hom qua, ai cling déu va mo6 hoi nhu tam.

Néam gio chiéu, ching toi sap ra khoi
riing, sang tGi dia phan Xiém thi bong
nghe tiéng sung nd vang & clia rung.
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Chi trong chép mat, mudi ngudi da nap
thanh hang dudi nhiing goc cay dé cho
dong tinh, con mudi ngudi thi mau mau
phat mot con dudng qua nhiing vua
du6i dé€ cho voi va ngua di vao tim cho
an dan. Néak Von nam ép tai xudng dat
nghe ngoéng, roi nhom day bao toi :

— Tiéng sung nghe khac nhau. Mot
ding “dung” tiéng to, mot dang “pet”
tiéng nho, con chac la linh Xiém dang
danh nhau véi cuép nén méi cé hai thua
tiéng khac nhau nhu thé. Y hdn bon cudp
lay dugc trau bo, dinh trut vao riing chay
sang Cao-mén dang bi linh du6i. Nhung
con chaclinh chi dam du6i dén ctia rling
thoi. Thay tro ta cho day mot lat thi biét
ngay.

Toi sai ngudi chay lén trudc dan
nhiing tha ha dang phuc hé néu la cuép
c6 di véi trau bo thi diing c6 ban. Phai
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cho ho biét rang minh chi la ngudi di
budn lau khong c6 y 1am hai ho.

Mudi lam phut sau, mot dan bo long
1én chay vé phia chung t6i, cé bon ngudsi
theo quat tiu tit, khong mot ngudi nao
cd sung.

Néak Von toan giti ching lai dé hoéi
thi t61 vOi can :

- Pay l1a quan luong, Thoi dé cho
ching n6 di. Ché quéan chién dén day
hoi cling viia.

Tiéng sung dan dan thua, rdi im han.

Ntia gio sau, A Tol dat sau tén cudp sung
6ng han hoi lai. Chuing thdy t6i lién vai :

— HOom nay gdp Tao-keé, chu gia gap
nguoi khac thi that chung toi chét khong
con c6 cho chon.
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— Cac chu c¢6 lam gi anh ma anh
hai cac chu. Linh ching né tat ca may
nguoi? Xem chiing ching ndé cé dudi
ntia khong?

— Tat ca bon dua. Chung téi cho &
ciia riing khong thdy chung nd vao,
chung t6i méi di.

— Thé luc nay c6 giap nhau ?

— Khong. Chung né ban bong thi
ching t6i cling ban bong cho ching né
s¢ khong dam vao.

— Thoi thé di di, toi sai ngudi chin
day ro6i khong con lo ngai gi niia.

— Cai on cua Tao-ké déi v6i anh em
to lam. Toi xin vé dan anh em l4an sau
c6 gap hang héa ctia Tao-ké ¢ dau quyét
khong to hao. Va néu luc nao Tao-keé cé
can thi xin hét suc giap.
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béng 1€ ra thi téi hom ay, chung toi
dong trai nga & cua riing dé cho ngudi
dua dat ma chung t6i da dem tin cho biét
trudc rang ndi ngay hom 4y, ching toi
sé dén. Xay ra viéc nay, chung t6i khong
thé ra ctia rting dugc, vi sg cham tran véi
bon linh, réi hanh tung ching t6i bi bai
16. Chung t6i danh ngti & trong rting. Can
than, Néak Von cat bon ngudi canh gac
§ ctia riing, dan hé thay linh vao rting thi
phai ban khong cho vao. Nhu thé thi du
c6 xay ra sy gi€t chdc, ngudi ta cling chi
ngd la cudp ban, chii ngudi ta khong thé
biét la chung toi.

Toi cho voi lui lai phia trong rling,
vao cai khoang du nghe rd tiéng sung,
néu ching may & cta riing xay ra su
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dung cham ctia gia nhan t6i véi bon linh.
Toi lai phai A Um chd nha nhem t6i di
tat duong dén nha Mékhum Chieng Ca
Soai, nguoi dan 10 cho chung toi & dat
Xiém dé do la dong tinh.

Toi lai s¢g nh& téi nay Mékhum K***
lai ddy ma gitta dudng y khong gap, thi
y b6 ngé ¢ dat Xiém khong biét dudng
nao ma theo chung t6i, nén trudc khiy
di, toi dan:

— Néu t6i nay ma Mé Khum K*** lai
day, sang mai, chung t6i c6 thé di ngay
thi ching t6i sé c6 am hiéu dé€ cho chu &
cta riing. Chu nhin thdy am hiéu, nghia
la chung t6i da di roi, cha khong can phai
vao day niia. Khong co, tuc 1a chung toi
con G day. Mot khi di roi, thi suot doc
duodng, toi sé sai ngudi chém giao vao
cac than cay ba nhat déu nhau, cho nao
khong c6 cay thi t6i rac nhiing vo cay
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dan chéo, chu cti theo ddy ma di mau thi
thé nao cling gap ching toi.

*

Pbém 4y cam trai & gitia riing Prey
Rénam, lai cdm & trén con dudong ma
gidc cudp di vé nhu chg, toi thiy khac
khoai la thudng.

Toi hat hét di€u kanchha nay dén
diéu kanchha khac dé c6 ngtt ma khong
tai nao ngu dugc,

Chd mai dén qud ntla dém, khong
thay Mékhum K*** t6i lo s¢ hoi Neak
Von:

— Hay Mékhum K*** ndi doi ching
ta ?...

Néak Von ngat 16i toi ngay :
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— Diéu ay thay dung lo, ndi dém nay,
thé nao y cling c6 mat tai day. Con ngudi
ay choi v6i toi da lau nam, da tling sdng
v6i toi nhiéu con nguy bién, long da y t6i
da rd, quyét khong phai la con ngudi sai
hen. To6i chac vi thay linh dudi cudp vao
dén cua riing, y chua dam vao ngay, s¢
nguoi ta biét, lai ngd cho y thong dong
v6i bon cudp day thoi. Thay cti ngu di
cho lai stic, quyét chang c6 diéu gi phai
nghi ngai. Thay cé thé tin y ciing nhu la
tin t6i. Va c6 thé€ nao, ndi sang mai, A
Um ciling vé day, ta sé biét r6. Ta c6 nhiéu
sung, lai & gitia riing nay, ta chdng can gi
phai nghi nhi€u. Tai bién & dau dén, ta
cling thuia stic chéng d& dé giti dugc an
toan co ma. Dat nay la dat dung vo ctia
chung ta. Ra khoi day, thay muoén lo gi
r6i hay lo.
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Pém nay, ciing nhu dém trudc, to6i
ngu trén mot cdi chan ngya. Nhung cai
chan ngua dém nay sao dem lai cho toi
nhiéu buc doc thé ? Toi gié minh khong
biét bao nhiéu lugt, t6i ngoéc day khong
biét bao nhiéu 14n. Mi mat t6i cd cling
do, gidc ngt chang dén cho. Nhin ra
dém t6i, lang nghe dém 1061, tdi thay toan
nhiing m6i chang lanh. Trong d4u toi da
n6i 1én bao nhiéu phuong ké, néu chiang
may toi bi Mékhum K*** phan, hay viy
gap can tré ma khong thé giup chung toi.
Nhung khon noi, nhiing phuong ké ay
can di nhac lai thi toan la bap bénh, nén
long t6i lai ¢t nhu cao. Vi thé, cac day
than kinh t6i déu cang thang ra dé€ chg
nghe mot bude chan ngudi... cu bién biét
chang dén cho.

Bay gi®, néu tdi cd viét mudi trang
dé ta cai phut dgi cho 4y thi cac ban ciing
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khong sao hiéu hét dugc, boi vilan minh
vao su sdng véi nghe ngudi ta ké lai sy
song la hai tht khac nhau. Nhung néu
cac ban nao trong doi da gap cai may
man: “yéu va dugc yéu” thi, dem doéi
chi€u cai phut séng cta t6i nay voi cai
phut cac ban dgi chd ngudi yéu, cac ban
sé hinh dung dugc n6 ngay. Roi thi cac
ban sé hiéu thé nao la don ca stic sOng
mot doi vao trong mot phut.

Su song khong nhiing can cho su
sang tao clia mot quyén sach, né lai can
ca cho sy hiéu biét mot quyén sach niia.
Thi€u no, ngudi ta thi€u mot diéu kién
toi can d€ di dén chd nhan xét cudc doi
mot cach xdc dadng. Sach, bat cu la sach
nao, chi c6 1gi cho ngudi da song, chu
chang ich gi cho ngudi chua song.

Lo sot v6. Nhiing tiéng ay, xua nay
toi nghe thay bao nhiéu lan, nhung mai
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dén dém nay, trong nhiing phut nay, toi
m&i hi€u hét cai nghia tham thia cta no.

Mbéi lo that da bién thanh cuc lua
dét nguc, dot bung, khién téi nam ngdi
khong yén. Lic nao toi cling bt rit nhu
bi dung trén mot cdi gi that ndng.

Trii nhiing ngudi gac, con gia nhan
dan dan ngu hét, tiéng gay déu va to lam
don tich mich cta dém t6i. Cho dén
Néak Von cling bi su nhoc mét lam cho
thi€ép dan di. Nhiing ngudi &y cling cung
toi chia nguy hi€ém, chia gian lao, chia
moi lo, nhung méi lo ctia ho doi véi moi
lo cua t6i n6 khac nhau. Ho lo ¢c6 mot
dudng, t6i lo nghin nadi.

*

Toi véi cai diéu kanchha viia toan hut
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thi nghe c6 ti€ng st soat & phia tay trai.
Vi & vao moét & dia thé chat, t6i chi cho
nguoi gac c6 hai dau duong dé phong
gidc cudp 6 hai phia Xiém va Cao-mén
di lai, thanh thu cdi tiéng sot soat ay,
nhiing ngudi gac ding cach chung toi
hon hai muoi thudc khong nghe thay.
Toi do chiling la hé sap dén vo ching toi.

Tudng tugng caa tdi luc ay lam viéc
nhanh lam. Téi hinh dung ngay thay con
hé hai mat sang quac & trong bui di ra, roi
chom 1én vd6 mot ngudi trong bon chung
toi dang ngli ngén ngang & chung quanh
dong lta. Cai ngudi nd chon cé co 1€ la
toi. Mau trong ngudi toi bong lanh nhu
bang, tim t6i ddp manh, ruot toi that lai,
tay toi run 1én. Nhung t6i run s¢ khong
lau, chi mét khac théi. Nhung cai mot
khac ay cting du dé€ cho t6i nhan thiy tat
cd sy yéu hén cua thing nguoi (latdivala
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tat cd moi nguoi) trudc nguy bién. Long
sg chét, s¢g dau, sg kho & trong chung ta
né to lam. Cai khac &y lam té liét hét
may ngudi. Gia luc dy, con hé hién ngay
ra vo t6i thi thoi, to6i khong tai nao chong
cy. Nhung may, né chua ra cho, n6 dé
toi da thi gio nhéan thay sy hén yéu cta
minh. Da nhdn thdy minh hen yéu, ttc
1a khong hén yéu ntia. ba khong hen yéu
thi khi nao ngudi ta lai chiu bo tay, cho
chét ma khong chong cu. Khac ay nhiéu
nguoi cho la khac khiing hoang ctia xac
thit. Toi, toi nhan thém thdy rang tinh
than clng c6 du phan vao day nia,
nhung & nhiing con ngudi da quen nguy
hiém (to6i khong ndi can dam, bdi can
dam ciing chi la mot thdi quen tap duogc
ma thoi) thi sy khung hodng 4y khong
l4u. Va chinh stic phan dong dé doi choi
v6i nguy hiém la bat ngudn ngay & su so
hai.
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Toi lua tay vao trong chan, rat khau
sung luc, 1én co. Cam khiu sing, t6i lai
vut nghi ngay rang sing luc déi véi stic
h6 khong c6 nhiéu hiéu qua, toi toan doi
khiu sung truong. Nhung khiu sing
trudng lac ay lai bi chan t6i de 1én. Lay
dugc nd ra thi mat thi gio, cai thi gio quy
bau ma con hé co thé tii trong bui x6 vot
ra, vO toi trong khi t6i dang luynh quynh
tim khi giéi. Téi danh gio khau sung
luc v€ phia cé tiéng dong, cho... Mat thi
nhin dam dam vao bdéng t6i chap chon
anh lta ma long thi lai ty trach sao luc
nghe tiéng sot xoat lai khong rut ngay
khau sung trudng, c6 phai viing trai bao
nhiéu khong!

Gidng ngudi that la mot quai trang
va tu tudng that [a mdt cai bé day mau
thuan. Trong khi t6i dang dé€ cho nhiing
y nghi va cam giac ky di ay hoanh hanh
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thi tiéng dong cd dan dan lai gan. Toi
nam chdt khiu sung, ép sat ngon tay trd
vao coO va tu nha : “hé n6 tho dau ra khoi
bui la minh ban” Tiéng dong mot khac
mot 1o, roi thi... roi thi... mot con rua to
bdng cdi gia ngao nghé di ra. Roi thi hai,
roi thi ba, rdi thi bon. Roéi thi rtia nhén,
rua bé, rua nhd cad moét bau doan thé tu
nghénh ngang kéo qua dudng. Ca mot
cudc duyét binh long trong trudc con
mat... phong tht cua t6i. Lam con dang
di, ngting lai, ngodi dau nhin dong lta,
nhin t6i, nhin khau sing, roi thi sau khi
nhu cudi vao mii tdi : “lam cai gi thé ?”
lai ung dung quay di.

Vé than nhién ctia chung nhu chti
cai sOi ndi cta long t6i. To6i mudn nap
cho mot cdi dau troc kia mot phat, nhung
s¢ nhiing ban dong hanh cta téi mat
gidc ngu, toi lai thoi. Thoi, nghia la thoi
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khong giét, chid mot khi chung da lam
cho t6i sg hai, toi cling phai bao thu. Toi
ddt sung, vo vién chiéc khan choang ném
vao con rua gan nhat. Cdi khang choang
tda ra phu kin lay n6. Ca doan ua chay
trong khi con rtia lung ta lung ting mai
mdi thoat ra dugec.

Gia dugc thu, toi khodi chi moc
thuoc 14 hat. Nhiing tiéng “bom” n6 bao
hiéu nhiing cti chi v6i vang ndi lén & phia
ho6 bén canh lam cho t6i mim cudi.

— A, c6 thé chd...

ROi tudng tuong rua me, rua con
hép ta hap tap lao minh xudéng nudc, t6i
quén phéang di trong mdt phut cai canh
ngd nguy nan cua toi luc bay gio.

Hut hét diéu thudc 14, t6i danh thic
hai ngudi day dé di d6i gac, roi toi nam
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xudng thiép di lic nao khong hay.

*

Giac ngt cua toi dém hom nay khong
dugc ngon, né van nhiing &c mong. Roi
thi toi bong c¢6 cam giac nhu cé nhiing
ban tay mé vao toi. Roi thi 6 bén tai tdi,
cd nhiing tiéng ngudi goi giat giong. Toi
choang giay, tay qué quang tim sing, ma
miéng thi hoéi don :

~ C4i gi thé ? Gi thé ?

Thi c6 gi dau, giéi bat dau mua, ma
toi thi ngt say qua khong biét. Trudc con
mua bé, sau mua to. Chi trong khoanh
khac, nudc do6 xudng nhu doi. Lai thém
sam chép am am. Voi s¢ rong 1én. Nhiing
quan tugng voi vang lay day da tréi chan
voi vao cay dé cho né khoi long. Khong
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cd 40 mua, cac gia nhan t6i déu bi uét
nhu chudt. Néak Von miéng ludén ludn
hét:

— U6t thi ngudi mudn udt thé nao
thi u6t, nhung cac chu phai co git sao
cho duing ué6t sing dan day.

Pong lua lac 4y da tat. Chung toi bi
t6i um, chang trong thiy gi. Luc &y ma hé
bdo lén dén vo6 chung tdi thi that ching
toi chiang con biét ding ndo ma chéng
cu. Thinh thoang, toi bat dén bam soi thi
thay ai cling ngoi gap bung dé che cho
dan khoi bi uét.

Canh tugng no hién ra § trudc ngon
den luc ay via bi dat, viia khoéi hai. Thi
cac ngai thd tudng tugng moét doan
ngudi bi mua vuot mdt khong kip, ai
cling ngdi nhu éch khu khu 6m trong
minh nhting vién dan chung la cai ban
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ménh ctia minh. Pa thé ma lau lau ho
lai tréu choc nhau, néi lén nhiing tiéng
cudi khuc khich trong khi gié giat nhu
bat tung rung cay lén.

Moi lan sdm gidng xudng loe 1tia la
moi lan c6 vai nguoi bi hat nga tiép lién
v6i nhiing ti€ng ai ai va ti€éng chti raa.

Sdm mdc, mua mdc, gié mdc, udt
mac, A Tol ct hat véo von.

Mua ludn trong hai gio dong ho lam
cho 1am ngudi bi rét run 1én. Mua tanh
thi chi mot lodng, ho da tim cach dot lta
cho chdy ngun ngut. Ho c&i quan 4o ra
sdy, hon mdt gio sau thi moi ngudi déu
da kho réo, trén ngudi ho, chang con ddu
vét tran mua viia qua.

Thi ra & doi khong cai gi bang cai
quen. Toi nhu thé, cti ué6t, &y thé ma ho
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lam th€ nao kiém dugc cui, rém ducc
lta, chang khé khan mot ti gi.

Cai canh tugng ldc nay budn bao
nhiéu thi bay gi6 vui vé bay nhiéu. Thoi
thi thit nai dem ra say lai, thoéi thi diéu
kanchha kéu dén bat nd, lai diém vao
nhiing cau chuyén khoi hai cusi dit
rudt. Chang con ai nghi dén nhiing cdi
khon kho viia qua. Trong ho hén hé, toi
cling quén di dugc méi lo canh canh bén
long. Cudc di san vang cua toi chua biét
két qua ra sao, nhung that t6i da dugc
song nhiing phut cuc ky s6i ndi cua kiép
nguoi.

bat uét, khong thé nam. ho ho nhau
di thoi com an.
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Com sap chin thi Mékhum K*** véi
A Um dén. Thay y, to6i miing vo ké.

—Dbanglé thicon dén tii chiéu. Nhung
gan vao dén cua riing thay linh véi cudp
ban nhau, thanh ra phai v6i vang lang di.

— Thé 1a phai.

— Nhung gap 4 Um & déau ¢

- O gitia dudng. Bon linh dudi cuép
khong kip lai tat vao nha con, thanh ra
phai tiép dai ho mai. Rugu cheé xong, ho
kéo di, con méi lai day dugc. Thay c6 gap
bon cuép khong ?

— Thi ding chan & day lam sao ma
khong gap.

— Thay tha cho chung n6 di a ?
— Chang tha thi lam gi ?
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— Tiéc chua ? Chung né cuép dugc
nhiéu trau bo tét qua !

— Néak khong ngai. Néak giap toi
troi chdy viéc nay thi cling sé co tién tau
khoi trau bo tot.

— Pong tién 1a ctia gidi cho. Nhung
tinh ban htiu & doi véi nhau... Anh
Von toi da sai dén, toi xin tut luc. Troi
chay thi thdy bdo lam gi ma chang troi
chay. Day dén Pachim con c6 hai chang
dudng, dat nha t6i, ai ma con dam tréu
vao. Nhung cé mot diéu la xay ra viéc
cudp nay, thi thé nao quan ciing sé cho
linh di tuan luon. Toi chi e... Nhung néu
chung ta ngay nghi dém di thi khong con
ngai gi nita. Ché nhd nhem t6i mai ta di.
Di moét hoi rdi thi nghi ¢ nha ban toi tai
Preysmol. T6i da dan y don. TU Preys-
mol, y sé dit ching ta dén thang Pachim.
O d4y, toi ciing c6 ban quen.
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— Dén Pachim thi khong can niia, t6i
da cd ban hang & day. Nhung Néak xét la
can phai di dém chu ?

— Pi dém thi chac chan hon. Tu day
ra chi ntia ngay la hét riing. C6 voi di qua
cac lang x6m, s¢ ngudi ta dé€ y. Cudp thi
ta khong sg, nhung ta phai sg linh doan.

— Hay ta bd voi di b0 ?

— Duong nhiéu choé 16i dén goi. Sg
ndng, ngudi di khong dugc mau, lai mat
nhiing hai ngay. Voi di dém, lai nhiéu
sung 6ng thé nay, noi dai nhé gap linh
doan, ta ciing chang ngai.

— Thé thi di dém. Nhung dén Preys-
mol, ban ngay & lai day, c6 diéu gi nghi
ngai khong ¢

— Khong, thay cé thé tin Nai Sniem,
ban t6i cling nhu tin toi.
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Néak Von thay tdi con ngd vuc ndi
ngay :

— Nai Sniem, t6i cling c6 biét. Y hling
cu & ddy. Thay c6 thé chiac bang rang nhé
gap linh doan, y ciing c6 thé. .. che d6
cho chung ta dugc.

Toi sai di goi nhiing ngudi gac & ctia
ring ve, roi ngay dém, sau khi com nuéc
xong, toi sai phat dudng vao sau trong
riing, canh ho cam trai, d€ khoi phai gap
cac bon cudp di vé & con dudng doc dao.
Khong phai toi s¢g gi chung 16i thoi véi
minh, nhung muon khoéi phai doéi pho,
dugc ndm yén ma nga d€ lay stc cho
moi nguoi toi mai di.

Sai phdi cong viéc xong, thi trdi viia
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hiling sang. Toi bat moi ngudi phai di ngu
chi dé€ hai ngudi canh gac.

Toi danh mot gidc cho dén qua trua
mdéi gid day. Moi ngudi luc ay da day
trudce toi, ké nau com, ké nudng thit tiu
tit. Nhiing quan tugng Cudi thi dang tam
cho voi. A Um khong biét lam thé nao da
bat dugc chin muoi con luon. Y thay toi
day lién bao :

— H6m nay, con lai lam moén luon dé
thay soi, cling thom ngon khong kém gi
ca.

Toi lac dau :

— Cam on chd, luon nudng thi to6i
chiu thoi.

Com xong, khong biét lam gi, ma
ngu thi khong ai budn ngti ntia, ho gid ra
cac tro choi. Nao danh vat, nao hat thi,
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that 1a vui nhu ddm hdi. Tiéng cudi noi
vang ca mot gdc rung. Ngudi vo tinh that
khong thé ngd dugc ching t6i la mot I
buodn lau.

Tuy thé, nhung luc thuc, t6i thay thi
gio chdy cham qua. Téi mong cho chdéng
toi dé di, chd ngoi khong thé nay, s6t
rudt qua.

Bon gio, ching téi nho trai. Nha
nhem td6i thi dén cua riing. To6i cho hai
top moi top hai ngudi di 1én trude, top
no cach tép kia chiing hai tram thudc,
cach chung t6i bon tram thudc. Chung
toi ldy dén bam ra hiéu cho nhau. Néu
khong dong dung thi ct viéc kéo di. Ma
dong dung thi phai lay den bao hiéu cho
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chung t6i biét. Toi ra lénh cho moi ngudi
déu phai lap dan san. Hé t6i ho, thi cu
viéc ban. Luc nay la lac khong thé khong
quyét liét dugc niia .

Toi bo ngua lén ngodi trén banh voi.
Toi gitt Néak K*** [u6n 6 bén minh, con
Néak Von thi di lién lac bon t6i vé6i bon
nguodi di trudc do tham. Toi cam khong
ai dugc danh diém hodc hut thudc. Toi
chon mudi tén ngudi nha khoe manh
nhat cho di kem v6i hai con voi tai thudc
phién. Va t6i ddn ching néu c6 lam sao
thi phai c6 chét ma danh. Dtia nao lui lai
hodc trén chay sé bi tdi ban chét.

Trong khi con di & ven riing thi toi
changlo gi. Nhung tii mudi mot gic dém,
sau khi Néak K** noi véi toi da vao dén
dong rudng, qua cdc lang xém, long toi
bat dau chon. Toi chi lo gap linh doan.
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Hai gio dém thi t6i nhan thay hiéu
den, nhung 1a hiéu dén béo tin lanh: Nai
Sniem dem sau tht ha di don chung t6i.

Luc bay gio t6i méi hét hoi hop va
sau khi nghe Nai Sniem néi thi t6i yén
tam lam.

— Tao-keé khong ngai. Toi § ving nay
quen biét nhiéu lam. C¢ tin gi, toi biét
trudc. Tao-ké cd tu nhién dem hang hoa
vao nha tdi, suy xuyén ti gi, toi xin chju
trach nhiém.

Bon gid siang, chung téi dén Prey
Smol. Chung t6i dem thudc phién gidu
xong mot noi thi vita sdng. To6i cho voi
quay vé vi s¢ dé voi ¢ lai thi nhiing nguoi
to mo kéo dén xem, hanh tung chung toi
bi bai 10 chang. Va lai dudng ti day da
hét 1ay 16i, ngudi co thé deo thudc phién
dugc rdi. Ngoai s tién thué, t6i cho
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thém moi cha voi musi dong. Ho déu
hén hoan va dén t6i néu can dung thi lan
sau cho goi, thé nao ho ciing dén giup.

*

Toi lai s¢ trong khi di dudng, ho ho
mom hé miéng d€ 16 cho ai biét roi dén
tai cdc nha chuc trach nén t6i cho A Sit
di theo, thic ho phai quay vé dén riing
roi méi dugc nghi, chi khong dugc nghi
¢ gilia lang x6m.

Nhin cho voi di khuat rdi, ching to6i
ung dung nhu ngudi di san kéo ca dén
nha Nai Sniem.

Nai Sniem giti mot chic nhu chuc
chanh t6ng & ngoai ta. Cti xem tinh hinh
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nhting ngudi chung quanh doéi véi ong
thi 6ng la ngudi rat cé thé luc. Xem cach
thic nha ctia thi 1a mot gia dinh giau cé.
Ong gitip toi day 1a vi tinh ban hiu, chd
khong phai vi dong tién.

Pén nha, 6ng goi tat ca vg con ra
chdo t6i. Ong nhiéu vg va nhiéu con qua.
Bay ngudi vg va muoi tdm ngudi con viia
giai, viia gdi. Nam ay, ong da ngoai ndm
muoci ma con ¢ ba c6 vg tu hai muai
dén mudi sau. Sau khi nghe t6i ca tung
vé chd da nhan duyén cua 6ng, 6ng cuoi
bdo toi:

— Thé nao t6i cling phai lay ba ngudi
ntia cho di mudi.

Cach ong ti€p toi that 1a niém nd
va trong hau, nhung vi t6i con c6 mot
mdi lo 6 bén minh, nén t6i chdng hudng
dugc ti nao.
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Ong cho giét hidn mot con bo dé dai
bon chung t6i. Rugu dem ra hang vo, cac
gia nhan t6i trong thay déu them ré dai.
Nhung moéi ngudi chi uéng cé mot bat
thoi vi Néak Von da dan chung khong
dugc uong nhiéu. Nai Sniem thay thé
hinh nhu khong bang long :

~ O tailam sao, udng it thé. Toéi nghe
no6i ngudi bén nudc 6ng uodng rugu kha
lam co ma.

T61 vOi vang noi :

— Ngai c6 bung yéu cho udng thi xin
dé khi vé, chung tdi sé xin nghi chan lai
day ba ngay... Luc ay thi bao nhiéu ciing
khong dam tl, cht bay gi¢ cong viéc
chua xong...

— Thi ngai cu cho cac chu ay uong,
cd gi ma con chua xong. Téi bao dam véi
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ngai la xong roi.

— Véang, bay gi¢ con 6 trong dia hat
ngai thi khong hé gi, nhung con dén Pa-
chim.

To6i uong qua may chén, an com, roi
cdo ti xin di nga d€ cho Néak Von va
Mékhum K*** ngoéi lai uodng rugu véi
Nai Sniem.

Toi viia chgp ngt thi Neak Von vao
goi. Toi thay thé da lo. Thi ra chi vi may
ong ly trudng, phd ly, xa tuan nghe nha
Nai Sniem c6 khach sang lai choi, nén
kéo nhau dén chao.

Khong lam sao dugc, t6i danh tré
ddy ra nha ngoai. Ho dem dén biéu toi
da thu: c4, tring, hoa qua, banh trai. Va
moi ngudi nhat dinh chic téi mot bat
rugu. Mékhum K*** phai xin mai, toi
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mdi thoat khoi phai uéng.

Thoat udng rugu, nhung toéi khong
thé nao ngt nia. Toi phai ngoi lai dé tiép
ho. Nai Sniem thtia ldc moi ngudi dong
dt muon két ban sinh tu véi toi. Toi lay
1& tudi cao thap co tli chdi, nhung Nai
Sniem nhat dinh khong nghe.

Thanh ra cuc bat dac di, tdi ciing
phdi udng rugu mudi 6t va an thé. Roi
thi tit ddy Nai Sniem goi toi bang em, ma
toi thi goi Ong ta bang anh.

Rugu muodi 6t udng xong, cac con
Nai Sniem lai kéo 1én chao t6i bang chu.

Toi, t6i khong “quan niém” dugc su
ban be khong dong tam, dong tri nhu thé,
nhung vi tinh thé bat budc, toi ciing phai
chiéu 1é cho qua. Long tdi luc 4y ching
thanh mdt ti nao, nhung long Nai Sniem
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thi thanh lam. N6i dai, ldc 4y, gia linh
nha doan c6 dén bat thudc phién cta toi
thi quyét la 6ng ta liéu minh danh thao
cho t6i, rdi kéo cd vg con sang Cao-mén
& v6i toi. Nhung con vé phan tdi, toi phai
xau ho ma nhan rang luc 4y tdi chi nghi
dén lgi ma ching nghi gi dén moi tinh
vuia thé thot véi anh em cd. Van minh da
lam cho long t6i hét chat phac va gian di
1oi !

Long toi khong thanh, nhung tai lam
sao Ong ta yéu quy toi, tdi cing khong ro.
Ong ta yéu qui t6i dén ndi mudn ga mot
ngudi em géi cho t6i. Ong ta ndi ring c6
thé, to6i méi nang di lai bén Xiém dé cho
anh em dugc gan gii.

Thoat nghe thay thé, toi sg hai va hét
stc tt chéi. Ong ta nhat dinh ép. Sau to6i
phai néi déi rang phap luat cta nudce toi
chi cho phép moi ngudi dan dng lay mot
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vg, Ong ta mdi thoi.

Ngay nay, khi cAm but chép lai mau
dd&i chim noi, nghi dén cai thinh tinh cta
bao nhiéu ngudi déi véi minh ma minh
chi toan vi lgi, mét niém gia doi, toi thay
then vdéi luong tam. Oi, gid t6i ct séng
dugc cudc doi chat phac va gian di nhu
Nai Sniem, nhu Mékhum K*** hay nhu
Néak Von.

Nguoi toi sai di Pachim dé do tin ttic,
lac ba gio gid veé, giao cho tdi mdt phong
thu noi cho toi biét ngudi ban hang Vong
Cac dén chd t6i & nha ngudi khach Phuac
Kién Dong Sinh da hai ngay rai.

Gid buc thu, t6i mung qud. Trong
thu, nguoi ban hang noéi cho t6i biét
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néu t6i chiu rat gida mot lang thudc mot
dong bac Xiém (gid gan mot dong bac
bong duong) thi y sé nhan hang ngay 6
day. Thi t6i con cau mong gi hon nta.
Poan dudng Pachim, Bangkok la doan
dudng ma t6i s¢g nhat. Doan dudng tu
Battambang sang Pachim tuy vat va,
hiém ngheéo, nhung trong tay t6i, c6 du
phuong tién dé déi phd véi nguy nan,
chu tii Pachim dén Bangkok thi thoi, chi
con phdé mac may rui, Dling néi y xin rut
gia mot dong, chii dén hai dong toi cling
bang long. Thiét hon nghin bac, nhung
chac chan biét bao.

Sau biia com chiéu, Nai Sniem sai gia
dinh chinh bi sung 6ng di véi toi. Ca vg
con Ong ra tién toi, ngudi thi cho tdi cai
khan, ngudi cho toi cai tai théu d€ lam
vat dung gitia dudng. Toi thu that lac ay
toi cting hoi cdm dong — long ngudi cod
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phai g6 da ddu — nhung mdt khi da nhay
1én lung ngya thi t6i quén phang hét. Toi
chi con nghi dén méi lgi n6 dang chd toi
G Pachim. D3 la ban sinh ti cta t6i, Nai
Sniem thé tat nhién phai coi viéc ctia toi
nhu viéc ciia minh. Ong ta cit Mé Khum
K*** di dau, Néak Von di sau ma t6i v6i
ong ta thi cudi ngua di gitia. Di dudng
ong ta ludn ludn bao toi:

— Em ct yén long, néi dia phan day
& trong tay anh, em c6 thé chac chan la
khong xay ra viéc gi.

Ra khoi nha bon céy s6, bong nguoi
di dau chiéu dén bao cho chung t6i biét
c6 nhiéu ngudi chan duong. Téi hé moi
ngudi chum lai nam rap ca xudng, rdi toi
vGi Nai Sniem phi ngua 1én truge. Chang
phéi linh doan, ma cing chdng phai tuin
phién. Chi la mét bon ngudi lang bén
kéo sang lang Nai Sniem dé danh bac.
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Von da nghi Tao thdo, t6i s¢g bon do6 da
trong thay chung toi r6i phao don nhiéu
chuyén cé thé cé hai cho ching t6i, toi
lién ndi nhoé véi Nai Sniem :

— Anh phai tim cdch gi giti ca chung
nd lai, d€ chd khi em ban xong hang hay
tha ra.

Nai Sniem dang ngot ngao bong déi
giong :

— Dém t6i nhu thé nay, chung may tu
hop di dau, tat la cé y gi khac day.

Roi 6ng goi mot tha ha :

— Hay dem chung n6 vé€ giam tat ca
lai, chd tao di viéc quan & Pachim veé,
hoéi cung, r6i mdéi tha. Do nay trom cudp
nhiéu, phai can than dé phong.

Bon kia kéu van mai, 6ng anh toi
cling khong tha.
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Sudt dém hom 4y, chung t6i di chang
gap viéc gi. Dén bon gio sang thi dén
Pachim. C4n thén, t6i khong dén thing
ngay nha éng Pong Sinh, t6i dem hang
gidu tai nha mot ngudi ban Nai Sniem.

Sau gid sang, t6i mbi dén nha ong
Dong Sinh. Ong Phui Choeung, ngudi
ban hang Bangkok thay tdi lién héi ngay

— Thé nao, hang da dén day chu ?

— Vang, hang da dén, nhung vi toi
mudn dem dén tan Bangkok cho ngai,
nén chua cho dem lai day.

Ong Phui Chhung bi mic luia ngay:

— Troi 6i! thé sao trudce kia 6ng bao
ong chi giao & day. Thanh ra t6i da ...
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toi da dat mot ntia tién cho ngudi nhan
mang roi.

— Phai, trudc kia t6i cé hen véi ngai
hai cach: moét la giao tai day, hai la giao &
Bangkok. Nhung vi gid thudc & bén Cao-
mén dat, tién dai tai lai mat nhiéuy, giao
tai day ngai trt di cta t6i moi lang mot
dong, thanh ra t6i phai bu¢c long dem di
Bangkok thi méi cé chut lai.

So ke mot luc, 6ng Phic Chhhung
rut xudng bay hao, ay théla t6i bang long.
Trong mudi lam phat dong ho gian gido,
toi da kiém dugc hon sdu tram dong bac
1ai. Nghé lai buén né nhu thé, that tha
lam sao dugc. Toi khong thé vai ngay
ong Phui Chhoung ma bdo that 6ng :

— Chao 6i ! Nhan dugc thu cta tién
sinh ndi kiém dugc ngudi mang hang di
Bangkok cho t6i, t6i miing qua. Chang
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noi gidu gi tién sinh, t6i lo nhat la con
dudng nay.

Néu toi ndi that véi 6ng Phui Ch-
houng nhu thé€ thi c6 1é 6ng lai vién
nhiéu cé khé khian ma rut cta tdéi mot
lang nhiing hon mo¢t dong cling nén.
“That tha cting thé 1ai buon” 1a thé nay
day.

Trong khi chua giao hang cho 6ng
Phui Chhong, t6i cdm gia nhan khong ai
dugc 16 mdt ra ngoai. Ma chinh téi luc
di & ngoai pho, tdi cing mugn bo quan
ao khach ctia 6ng Doéng Sinh mac dé cho
khong mot ai dé y. Tam gio, 6ng Phui
Chhoung dén nha ngudi ban ctia Nai
Sniem can thudc. Cti moi tai dét thudc,
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ong lay ra vai hop choc xem. T6i thay thé
cudi bao ong:

— Ong muo6n budn véi téi chuyén
nay la chuyén dau tién va la chuyén cudi
cung hay sao ma 6ng nghi nhau thé ¢

Ong Phui Chhoung x&c lai gong
kinh :

— Khong, 1ong 6ng thi t6i tin, nhung
toi khong thé tin dugc nhiing ngudi gitp
viéc ong. Mua nhiéu thé nay, tat dng phai
nhd nhiéu ngudi.

— Vang, thé thi mdi tién sinh ct xem

cho ky cang di.

Vé thuoc khong xay ra chuyén gi,
nhung dén tao sai nhat thi that 1a [am
chuyén 16i thoi. Ong Phui Chhoung bé
hoe nao sai chdy, nao pha lan sai nhi. ba
may lan, t6i phai phat gat 1én, roi lam
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bo khong mudn ban niia, 6ng méi chiu
rut cai s6 tién bét xudng nam tram, chu
trudc kia 6ng cu nhat dinh doi bét cho
ky da mot nghin Ndm tram thi t6i cling
phai bang long. Trudc kia t6i da néo ong
dugc mot lang ba hao, bay gid thdi thi
dau ciing vao d4y. Ong ky cho t6i mot cdi
ngan phi€u, roi cho ngudi déng thudc
phién 1an vao véi nhiing kién vai. Ong
dong xong sap stia cho khuén di thi toi
v0i vang cudi tum roi ngdn lai :

— Tau mai dén ba gid mdéi c6 chuyén
di Bangkok. Tién sinh khuan vé nha 6ng
Dong Sinh thi cling dén dé yén day. Con
nhu dé€ & day thi cling viing chai nhu &
nha 6ng Dong Sinh. To6i thé nay thi cling
la khong phai. Nhung viéc nay la tai tién
sinh gay ra trudc.

Ong Phui Chhoeung tr§ mit nhin
toi khong hiéu.
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— Luc néy tién sinh choc thuoc phién
xem, thé€ nghia la tién sinh cting khong
tin t6i may,vay tién sinh cho phép toi
cling khong tin tién sinh mot phen. Cai
nay chdng qua la tai ching ta méi budn
ban véi nhau lan nay la lan dau.

Ong Phui Chhoung hiéu ngay :

- Ong s¢ t6i dua 6ng mot cai ngan
phi€u ma & nha bang téi khong c6 du
tién chu gi. Day, ong ct viéc ra gidy thép
danh di¢n vé Bangkok ma hoi xem.

Nghe 6ng Phui Chhoung dinh dac
noi thé, toi biét ngay 6ng khong phai 1a
nguoi di lua. Toi cuoi xin 16i:

— T6i tht bung tién sinh thé thoi. Xin
tién sinh yén tri ti lan sau sé khong xay
ra nhiing chruyén nhu thé nay nita. M&i
tién sinh ct cho xe nhiing kién hang nay
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ve. Toi chuc tién sinh may man.
Ong Phui Chhoung ciing cuidi :

— T6i cling mong lan sau 6ng lai dem
sang, toi sé khong phai...

— Choc thuoc ra xem niia chu gi.

Ong Phui Chhoeung cudi xoa, khong
noi.

Ba gio hom 4y, toi dinh dac trong bo
quan 4o tussor, theo 6ng Phui Choeung
va nhiing kién hang di Vong Cac. Cdi
ach to6i da giao sang dugc cho 6ng Phui
Chhung r6i, nén téi nhe nhém trong
nguoilam. Trdi lai, t6i liéc nhin 6ng Phui
Chhoung thi thdy mdt 6ng lic nao ciing
ddm dam chiéu chiéu : cd cdi hinh anh
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ctia bo mdt toi may hom trudc day.

Toi rut thudc 14 hat, réi khoan khoai
ngdi nhin 6ng. Ong Phui Chhoung thay
thé hiéu y nhin t6i bang mot cdi nhin
trach moc :

— Toi biét thé, t6i dé cho 6ng mang
hang di.

Toi da chan vao kién hang, roi sé ri
tai Ong :

— Kho6 miy gid, nhung da 161 ra dugc
hon nghin dong bac. Lan sau, tdi sé giao
hang cho 6ng tai Bangkok.

Miéng toi tuy noi thé, nhung bung
toi da dinh ninh néu tdéi budén chuyén
sau thi toi cling chi giao hang & Pachim
thoi. An it, nhung chic chén.

Con cach hai ga dén Bangkok thi 6ng
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Phui Chhung va ngudi nha 6ng xuodng.
To6i hi€u 6ng muodn tranh sy kham xét
tai ga Bangkok. Chac thé nao cting da cé
mot chiéc 6-t6 doi 6ng 6 day.

Tau dén ga Bangkok ciing da khuya.
Nhung cho du c6 con sém thi tdi cling
chdng d€ y dén sy tip nép ctia no. Toi
dén thang nha mdt ngudi ban lam & nha
bang. T6i ldn ra t6i ngu mot giac cuc say
nhu ngudi hang thang chua dugc ngu.

Sang hom sau, ban t6i phai lay mai,
toi mdi day.

— Bay gid cong viéc trdi chay, nga dé
bu chugi?

— Co6 thé May hom no ciing c6 ngu,
nhung né cd chip chdn lam sao, chang
ha mot ti nao.

Toi cing ban ra nha Pong Phdp ngan
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hang (tai Bangkok c6 chi diém cua nha
bong Phap ngin hang) chuyén sé tién
sang tén tdi roi toi ra nha day thép danh
cho 6ng L*** moét btic dién tin :

Tout va bien, Stop argent déja viré
banque Saigon.

O nha Day thép ra, t6i dén nha 6ng
Phui Chhung. Mdt 6ng ltic nay cliing da
tuoi nhu hoa. Cai ach cé 1é 6ng da trut
dugc sang cho nguoi khéc. Thay t6i, 6ng
chay ra tan ctia don vao. Ong dua ngay
toi vao buodng hut. Cai hop dong vang loe
100 grammes da lting ling nam & khay
den. Toi sé lay ngon tay coc nd :

— Vi may ma bao nhiéu ngudi vat va
day nhé!
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Ong Phui Chhung mim cudi, cam
lay bép vao cai cong sting: mot dong den
nhay tu ti chay ra.

— Nao c6 phai vi n6 dau. Vi... ching
ta ca day thoi. Hay ong ct nhat quyét bao
vi n6 thi 6ng bao thu né di.

Ong Phui Chhoung tiém luén cho
toi ba diéu l6n.

— Chét, chua dn gi, do6i long ma hut
thé nay thi nguy lam.

- O, 6ng khong ngai, bung 6ng tuy
déi com, nhung tui 6ng da no tién roi.
Ma mot khi tai da no tién roi thi cdi gi
cling chang sg.

— Sg chu, con tré nhu t6i, nghién thi
khén.

biéu thu tu, t6i hat doc tdu gia lai
6ng Phui Chhung :
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— Tién sinh xoi, tiéu dé chiju roi.

Ong Phui Chhung go vai kéo mot
hoi chang d€ « lot » ra mot ti khoi, roi
ong chiéu mot chén nudc nong:

— Thuéc Cao-mén hut ngon that.
Thu6c day hut phéo pheo ching ra thé
nao. Toi ngay hat hang tram diéu ma
chua du nghién. Thuoc nay chi nam
muoi di€u la say. Toi chi lo nghién thu
nay roi ma o6ng thoi thuong khong dem
sang dugc thi nhd chét.

Nhin 6ng Phui Chhung gay dét, nim
déan trén chiéc giudng, t6i viing nghi dén
cai oai quyén ghé gém cua thudc phién.
Ong Phui Chhung hai mét lim dim nhin
toi, nghi dén cai oai quyén ghé gém cta
dong tién.

Mot phut im lang.
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Ong Phui Cheeung phd cdi im ling
ay trudc:

— Thé nao, bao gio thi 6ng lai c6 thé
dem sang cho t6i chuyén ntia. Chuyén
sau thi 6ng dem nhiéu nhiéu vao. Pang
nao ciing la mdt lan cong.

Toi boi hoi nghi dén nhiing nguy
nan va vat va ma toi da trai.

— Cai d6 thi chua chac. Bai viéc nay,
toi lam chung v6i may ngudi ban. Nhung
néu c6 sang nia thi thé nao to6i cling sé
bdo tin cho 0ng biét.

Ca ngay va dém hom ay, toi an choi
thoa thich dé bu lai nhiing kho s&. Roi
sang hom sau, chdng ngt ti ndo, toi ra
tau di Aranya.
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Toi nhdy vao nha 6ng Phéc Tai nhu
bao tap.

— Cha 6ng da vé, moi viéc may man
chu?

Chang gia nhdi, t6i kéo 40 6ng Phoc
Tai.

— Di Saigon véi toi, ta tinh lam
chuyén ntia. Lan nay thi t6i v6i ong, ta
bd mot it von vao, chi cha nhé cti lam ¢co
san cho ngudi dn mai.

Sau khi chia tién v6i 6ng L**, va
sau khi 6ng L*** dinh giao tién cho toi
di chuyén nta thi té6i nhan dugc tin me
toi dang 6 choi tai nha mdt ngudi ban &
Hué, cho goi tdi ra.

T6i cach mat me t6i da mudi nam,



210 | Lé Vin Trwong

long ké lam con luc ay bi xiic cdm manh
qua, at han tdim long tham tién ctia chu
14i buodn di.

Toi dem 6ng Phéc Tai dén gidi thiéu
vGi Ong L*¥** roi toi ra Hué. Toi lai viét
moét phong thu gidi thiéu 6ng v6i Néak
Von.

Néu t6i khong nhan dugc tin nha goi
ve. Néu t0i cu theo mai cdi nghé buon
lau &y thi c6 1é ngay nay toi da lai giau,
hay la toi da bi chét mot cach ai oan nhu
ong Phoc Tai,

Ong Phéc Tai khong duigec may médn
may. Lot dugc chuyén dau, dén chuyén
sau thi ong bi ké dong hanh giét chét dé
cuép hang. Cai tin 4y mai hai nam sau
toi md&i biét. Biét trong khi toi da bat dau
budc chan vao lang vén.
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Hom 4y la mot hom gioi nang gat.
Toi viia & mot hiéu pho Trang Tién budc
ra thi cham chdn vé6i 6ng L***. Ong L***
thay t6i chay ngay dén nam tay, mting tiu
tit :

—~ Troi oi! Ong vé Hanoi da tii bao
gi® ? Ong manh khoé cht

— Toi vé da hai nam, tl cdi ngay ay.
Con Ong.

— T6i mdéi ra duge hai hom. Téi ra vi
hoéi nghi...

Ong L moi toi vao mot tiém giai
khat. Uong can cdc bia dé€ dudi cai oi biic,
ong L*** nhin t6i tt dau dén chan :

— Do nay ong thay d6i nhiéu qua,
khong con cdi vé stc luc ctaa thua xua
niia.
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— Thi 6ng tinh mdt khi ngudi ta doi
nghé thi phai doi ca 4o .

— Bay gi¢ 6ng lam nghé gi ?

— Viét van.

— Viét vian ! Ong viét vin ?

Toi gat dau.

— Thé thi chac phai c6 nhiéu tai liéu...

~ Céi do ciing tuy. A thé nao, 6ng
Phéc Tai va 6ng van di... san day chu ?

Ong L*** sdm ngay mit lai :

— Toi thiét hon 40.000$ ma 6ng Phdc
Tai...

— Ong Phéc Tai lam sao?
— Bi giét & trong rling roi!

— Ai giét ?
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— Nao td6i biét, nhung ct theo cudc
diéu tra caa toi thi hinh nhu la tha ha
clia Ong ta gi€t Ong ta.

—Tht ha ctia dng ta giét ! Khong co ly
I 'Toi da gidi thiéu cho 6ng ta mot nguoi
rat 1a hao hiép va rat c6 thé tin can.

— Cai ngudi ong gidi thiéu ay, sau
khi di véi 6ng ta mot chuyén trét lot, roi
khong di ntta. Toi ciing khong hiéu vi 1é
gi. Dén chuyén thu hai thi biét vo am tin.
Toi chd lau qua, t6i 1én, réi ngudi nha
ong ta cling lén. Chung t6i di lung khap
tat ca, nhung rung sau, bui ram biét tim
dau va biét héi ai. Sang ca Bangkok thi
ngudi ban mua hang noi chi thay ong ta
sang cd mot chuyén thoi. Mai sau nay, toi
nhd ngudi ong gidi thiéu cho 6ng ta di
do la ho thi y néi cho biét rang da bi giét
¢ rung. Roi y dua ngudi nha dng Phoc
Tai vao rting Prey Rénéam tim xdc thi
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xdc cling chang con. Ngudi nha chi con
nhan dugc c6 mot manh do cua Ong ta
madc. Xdac c6 1é da bi giong vat béi 1én an
rOi.

Ong L*** ndi xong, chic ludi:

— Toi bi thua thiét nhiéu qua. Gia
ong dling vé Hanoi, ci & Cao-mén budn
vOi toi.

— Thi biét dau ngudi nha t6i lai cling
chi con tim thdy manh do cua toi...

— Khong, ong thi chac cha sao.

— To6i thi khdc gi ong Phdc Tai.
Nhung tai lam sao lai biét rang bi thu ha
giét? Biét dau chang phai la cuép chung
dén dudng ?

— Cudp hay tha ha thi ciing khong
r6 lam, vi ai c6 thé vao ddy ma diéu tra.
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Nhung riéng t6i nghi thi sing 6ng dem
di nhiéu nhu thé, cuép cing kho long
ma hanh sy. C9 1é tai bon di theo thay
cua toi mat. Va lai dng Phoc Tai yéu 6t,
khong dugc manh dan nhu 6ng. Trudc
kia, 6ng Phdc Tai da muon lam véi toi,
nhung t6i xét thady ong ta thiéu nhiéu
diéu kién dé mao hiém, t6i luéng lu thi
gdp Ong, toi giao cho dng. Sau vi thay dng
di mot chuyén troi chay, va 6ng néi cung
cach ciing dé dang nén t6i méi dé€ cho
ong Phéc Tai. Aingd thiét cho t6i ma hai
cho 6ng ta!

Ong L*** dit diéu xi ga :

— Nhiing cu¢c di san vang nhu thé
phai c¢6 nhiing ngudi.. gan cot khac
thuong.

— Cai d6 chang qua la may rui. Kho-
ng ai c6 thé noi gioi dugc véi gidi. Nhung
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tut khi 6ng Phéc Tai chét, 6ng con budn
ntia khong ?

— Tim dau dugc ngudi. Va lai, toi
bi mot chuyén nhu thé, t6i cling sg roi.
Nhung gia...

Ong L*** nhin t6i, ngdp ngling. Toi
hiéuy:

— Toi bay gig, toi bay gid cling kho-
ng con du gan cdt ntia roi. Thi 6ng trong
toi. Lau nay sdng véi ngudi thanh thi,
toi da bi mat dan nhtng nghi luc thta
Xua, toi da bét « moi ro » roi. Ma mot khi
long da... khong quyét liét, lam cai nghé
ay lam sao dugc niia. Bay gig, toi song
trong nhan dat da quen, kho da stic ma
chiu dung vat va.

Ong L*** dtin vai:
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— Toi rat ti€c. Nhung néu mot ngay
kia, 6ng bat nhu y trong nghé van, ma
ong lai muon... thi roi ching ta sé lai néi
chuyén.

Toi lac dau :

— Sg luc ay toi da khong con da gan
ntia. Nghi luc ctia téi da chuyén sang mot
phuong dién hanh dong khac mat roi.

— Ong dting lo, gan c6t khong phai
mot vai ndm ma doi dugc.
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