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Zfréme Denissov mo mang nhin
vung dat tro trui chung quanh.
Cai khat quan quai, anh khé s& vi dau
dén khap chau than. Con ngua ciing ¢
vé mét 13, kiét sic dudi cdi ndng thiéu
dot va khong dugc an udng tit lau, ra dau
buon ba. Con dudng doc lai lai xudng
khu rling thong ménh mong. Nhiing
ngon cdy tan lodng tdi tan xa tit, cung
mau xanh véi bau trdi. Ngudi ta chi thay
chim ué€ oai bay va bau khong khi run
rdy trong nhiing ngay hé oi btic nhat.
Khu rling néi lén nhu nhiing u dat, cang
lac cang cao va cdi tham xanh quy quai
kinh di nay dudng nhu vo tan.
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Efréme t6i tu lang sinh quan, thudc
tong tran Koursk, d€ quyén tién cho ngoi
nha thd bi chdy. Trong xe [la tlegue: xe ngua
4 banh 6 Nga.] dat mot tranh thanh veé trén
g0, Btic Me Kazan, ma nang mua da lam
phong hé va dop vay. Trudce buc tranh
1a hop quyén tién bang sat trang, thanh
vach 16i u lén hé mot khe kha rong co6 thé
nhét cdi banh bich qui vao khong khoé
khan gi.

Mot tam bién trang dong dinh sau
xe, Vi€t 16n bang chii in ngay thang nam,
¢ lang Malinovstsy, “Vithanh y Chua, Itia
ctia con hoa hoan da thiéu hty nha tho”,
rang v4isu cho phép vaban on cianhiing
vi ¢6 thdm quyén, cong dong da quyét
dinh phai “nhiing ngudi tinh nguyén’di
quyén tién vé xay lai thanh dudng. Bén
canh xe treo cai chuong bugc vao mot
thanh ngang, nang khoang mudi ki 6.
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Efréme khong dinh dugc minh dang
¢ dau va khu rting ménh mong khong
htia hen ¢6 cu dan nao 6 gan. Anh duing
mot lat, sta lai dai mong ngua va can
trong di xuong con dudng doéc. Chiéc
xe rung rinh, chuéng phat ra nhiing am
thanh lam gian doan céi im vang chét
nguoi ctia mot ngay nong thiéu noéng
dot.

Trong rling, bau khong khi ngot
ngat mui nhua gai thong, mui réu va mui
14 muc ryc l1én dén khach. Ngudi ta chi
nghe tiéng vo ve nhe nhe vang vang quay
rdy ctia mudi va budc chan Efréme dinh
tai nhtic 6c. Xuyén qua rting xanh, cac tia
nang luét minh doc than cay va nhiing
nhanh choéi bén duéi ro6i tao nhiéu vong
tron nho trén nén dat ram chong chat
gai thong. D6 day mot cay duong xi hay
cay man coi chia lén bén canh than cay;
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chung quanh chéng c6 gi khéc.

Efréme viia budc bén canh xe via
khuyén khich ngua. Do6i khi banh xe vap
vao ran ré cay bo ngang qua duong, cai
chudng kéu leng keng phan nan nhu thé
ngay ca no6 cting mét bé hoi.

Mot giong cing ngat choi tai bong
vang 1én canh Efreme:

— Chao 6ng noi! Chuc di dudng binh
an!

Mot nong dan khoang ba muoi, cdp
gio dai, dang nam canh dudng, dau goi
lén t6 kién. Ga ban chiéc so mi vai va
chiéc quan bé khong phai kiéu nha qué,
hai gau nhét vao tng do, thap. Canh dau
ga la cai ma cat-két ctia nhan vién nha
nudc, do téi ndi chi mot cdi dau nho cua
chiéc phu hiéu méi cho phép doan dugc

Ngudi dich: Miéng



Uhae ranessiire § 11

mau nguyén thay. Gidc nghi ngoi ctia ga
néng dan cé vé khong yén tinh: trong
khi Efréme quan sat thi tay chan ga quo
quay khong nglting nhu thé bi mudi xé
xac hodc bi binh ghé hanh ha. Nhung
mat may ga thi coi con di hgm hon quan
ao hay cti chi ntia. Ca doi, Efreme chua
gdp ai nhu vay bao gid. Xanh xao, téc
thua thét, cdm vénh ra, mot nhdm 16ng
diém phia trén tran, nhin nghiéng trong
mat ga nhu vang trang lugi liém. Mai va
hai tai nho di ky, mat khong linh dong
va nhin chdm chdp vao mot diém trong
khong nhu mat ké dan hay ngudi bi diéu
gilam kinh ngac. Va dé€ cho su ky di dugc
tron ven, cai dau ga bep di xuéng hai bén
lam 16 ntia vong tron bén dudi cta so.
Efréme hoi:

— Ne con chién, néi nghe, tu day téi
lang c6 xa khong?

Mot cude gip g0
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— Khong, khong xa lam. Téi thi trdn
Maloié chling hon nam cay s6' thoi.

— Té khat khong chiu noi.

Ga nong dan la lung noi véi mot nu
Cuoi:

— Lam sao khong khat dugc. Troi
noéng khung khi€p! Nong t6i ndm muoi
do hay hon... Ngudi ta tén gi nhi?

— Efréme, anh ban a.

— Con t6 tén la Kouzma. DPang ay c6
biét cau ngan ngit cua may ba mai kho-
ng: “Toi co Kouzma trong tay, ngay mai
s€ la ngay cuéi”.

bat chan trén banh xe, ga leo lén,
chu moi hon buc tranh thanh, hoi:

- Dang 4y di xa ha?

1 Nam verstes; 1 verste = 1067 mét.
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— Xa, anh ban al... Toéi & tong trin
Koursk, tan Moscou, ma bay gi¢ thi voi
vang t6i Nijni cho kip btia hoi cho.

- Dang ay di quyén cho nha tho ha?

— Cho nha thg, anh ban a. Cho ba
hoang ctia cac thugng dé Kazan... Nha
thd chung t6i bi chay roi!

— Sao ma bi chay?

LudGi day com lén vi mét, Efréme bat
dau ké hom trudc ngay thanh Elie, sdm
sét da rét xudng nha thd Malinovstsy
nhu thé nao. Nhu moét sy ¢6 tinh, hom
dé ca dan lang va céc tu si déu ¢ ngoai
dong.

— Nhiing ngudéi con & trong lang
thay khéi, muon danh chuong bdo dong,
nhung phai tin 1a nha tién tri Elie phan
nd chung toi: nha tho khoa ctia, va nhu

Mot cude gip g0
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vay la cd gic chudng lam moi cho lda,
khong cach nao téi chd cdi chudng
dugc... Chung toi tu dong tré vé thay
toan thé nha tho bi thiéu hay. Chua oi,
thay ma sg khong dam téi gan!

Kouzma vtia nghe vtia di theo nguoi
khach. Ga chua dn u6ng gi ma budc chan
thi nhu ngudi say: hai canh tay dong dua,
khi thi buéc bén canh xe, khi thi di phia
trudce... Ga do hai:

— Vay thi ho trd luong cho dang 4y
hay sao?

— Luong gi? Chinh vi cho linh hén
ma to6i lam. Cong dong gtii toi di...

— Vay thi dang ay lam mién phi a?

— Ban muon ai trd cong t6i? Toi
khong di tu nguyén, cong dong ct t6i di,
r6i chinh cong dong sé gdt hai, sé gieo
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ma va sé trd thué cho tdi... Nhu vay thi
dau c6 mién phi!

- Pang ay song bang cai gi?

— T6i nhan danh Chua xin cua bo

thi.

— Va con ngua thién nay, n6 thudc vé
cong dong a?

— Thi chd sao...
— Nay, nay... Pang 4y c¢6 thu6c la chi?
— Toi khong hut thudc ban a.

— Néu con ngua kiét stic thi dang ay
lam sao? Lam sao dang 4y di chuyén?

— Sao lai kiét stic? N6 khong kiét stic
dau...

Kouzma con ba hoa dat cd 10 cau
hoéi nia: tién va con ngya sé ra sao néu
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Efréme chét? Néu cdi hop day t6i miéng
thi ngudi ta bod tién vao dau? Chuyén gi
sé xay ra néu cai day hop sut ra? Efréme
khong trd 161 dugc va chi viia thd viia
nhin nguoi ban dong hanh, rat doi ngac
nhién.

Kouzma nam tay ddy cai hop va lién
thoang:

~ E, né day qua né! N6 ning céach gi!
Chac chan 1a né c6 ca khoi tién bang bac
trong do, nhi? Va néu chi toan nhiing
dong bang bac? Nay, dang 4y gom gop
dugc nhiéu ché ha?

— Toi khong dém, t6i khong biét.
Ngudi cho tién dong, ngudi cho tién bac.
Nhung bao nhiéu thi t6i khong thay.

— Con bac gidy, co chu haz
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— Ngudi giau va nha buon cé cho bac
gidy.

— Nhiing to gidy bac d6, dang ay cling
dé trong hop a?

— A khong! Bac gidy mong manh dé
rach... Téi boc trong tui trude nguc.

— Va ddng 4y c6 dugc bao nhiéu?
— Khodng hai muoi sau rup®.

— Hai muoi sau rup, Kouzma viia noi
viia so vai, qué té & Katchabrov - muon
hoi ai thi cti hoi - ndi may cai cay trong &
nha thd ma ngudi ta da cho ba ngan rup
roi! Tién cua ding 4y khong da d€ mua
dinh! Thoi budi nay, hai muoi sau rap
khong hon cai khac! Ban gia oi, ndi gia
tra, da la mot rup rudi ntia ki 16 roi, ma
nguoi ta con khong mudn ban... Dang ay

2 1 rouble an 100 kopecks, tién Nga vao thé ky 17.
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thay thudc té hat day khong? Véi t6 thi
dudgc, vi té chi la nong dan, mdt ngudi
gian di. Nhung néu mot si quan hay sinh
vién...

Kouzma thinh linh chdp hai tay lai
va lu6n ludn tuoci cudi:

— Tai bét canh sat, cung luc véi té co6
mot ngudi Duc lam viéc & s6 hoa xa. Cai
ga ay, 6 ban gia oi, ga hat xi ga moi diéu
gia muoi ko-péch. Ha? Mudi ko-péch!
Ho doét dé dang ca tram rdp moi thang
nhu khong. Ong ndi nghi sao vé chuyén
do?

G4 suyt nghet tha vi ky niém dé chiu
nay, va cap mat bat dong bat dau nhap
nhdy. Efréme hdi:

— Vay la ban da trai qua bot canh sat
a?
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— Gi ma ho chi méi thad t& ra hom
qua thoéi - Kouzma viia néi viia nhin lén
trdi - T6 6 A6 mot thang tron.

Chiéu xudéng. Mat tréi da 1an roi ma
cai nong ngop thd van khong giam. Kiét
stc, Efreme 0 hd nghe ngudi ban dudng.
Ho gdp mot nong dan va biét 1a thi tran
Maloié chi con cach xa chling hon cay so.
Lai thém mot doan dudng nta rdi chiéc
xe ra khoi riing; mot khoang riing trong
hién ra, va nhu dugc tao nén bdi quyén
ndng do thuat, mot biic tranh song dong
tran ngdp anh sang va tiéng 6n xuat hién
trudc mat hai nguoi bo hanh. Chiéc xe
dung mdt dan bo, ctiu va ngua bi xich
chan. Bén kia dan thua vat la dong cd, laa
mi va dai mach xanh ngat, hoa mach ba
gdc nd trang toat. Xa hon, thi tran Maloié
va ngoi nha thd thap nhu sat xudng dat.
Sau lang 1a mot khu rting khac hau nhu
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den kit, trai dai ra xa. Kouzma noi:

— Moloié day ro6i. Nong dan & day
dugc nuong chiéu sung suéng, nhung
toan la mdt bon cudp day.

Efréme bd mi ra va rung chudng.
Hai ndng dan & gan giéng bia lang budc
tSi canh xe. Ho hén tranh thanh va hoi
nhting cau quen thu¢c nhu ban di dau,
ban tu dau téi...

— Nay ba con oi, phai cho nguéi cta
Chta udng céi da - Kouzma bat dau lién
thoang viia vo vai hai nguoi - nhanh 1én!

— Lam sao ma tao cé ho hang véi
may dugc? TU bao gio?

— Gidp trudng cua anh véi cua tui la
ba con c6 cau. Ba ngoai anh da kéo rau
ong noi tui tu lang Krasnoié!
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Suot thai gian chiéc xe t6i lang, Kou-
zma khong ngting tia lia va nfu kéo ngudi
qua ké lai. Ga lay cai ma ctia ngudi nay,
nén nam tay vao bung ngudi khac, kéo
rau ngudi kia. Ga goi cac ba cac c6 nong
dan 1a cung, 1a nho, 1a me thuong yéu
cta ga. Doi véi cac Ong thi tuy theo diém
ddc biét bén ngoai ctia ho, hodc 1a anh
téc hung, chang ngua hong, anh mii 16,
anh chot... Cach pha tro nay goi duogc
ti€éng cudi vui nhon thing thin. Chang
bao lau ga gap may ngudi quen. Nhiéu
tiéng kéu nd ran: “A, bo day ha Kouzma
Chkvorenn! Chao anh bi treo cd! Pugc
ra tu bao gio vay?”

— Cho ngudi ctia Chda udng cdi da,
cac bo oi, Kouzma vtia lap di lap lai viia
dong dua hai tay, nhanh lén! Nhanh hon
ntal!

Mot cude gip g0
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Ga lam vé quan trong va hét that to,
tu cho minh vai tro che ché hay hudng
dan “nguoi ctia Chua”

Nguoi ta chi dinh Efreme qua dém
trong can nha gb cua ba cu Avdotia, dan
hanh huong hay bd hanh thudng tra
ngu & day. Efréme thong tha thio ngya
roi dan t6i mang nudc gan giéng va tan
gau v6i mady ngudi nong dan ca ntia tiéng
dong ho. Roi anh di nghi. Kouzma da dgi
anh trong cdn nha go.

— A Ong ban day roi! - gd nong dan
ky di kéu 1én vui vé - T6i quan uong tra
khong?

— Tra ha? Tot qua - Efréme via noi
vliia gii - tot qud, han r6i, nhung toi
khong c6 gi ca ban a. Ban mdi t6i hay
sao?

Ngudi dich: Miéng
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- Moi dang ay a... tién dau?

That vong, Kouzma dam chan tai
cho, r6i ngo6i xudng nghi ngoi. V€ phan
Efréeme thi viia tho dai viua gai gai véi
cl chi vung vé, anh dat btic tranh thanh
va hop quyén tién dudi ban thd cua can
nha’, r6i c6i bé quan do giay vd, ngdi
xuong. Mot lat, anh ding 1én, dat hop
quyén tién 1én ghé dai, ngo6i xudng lai va
bat dau dung btta. Anh nhai chdm chap
nhu bo cai va udng nudc 6n ao.

— Minh nghéeo qua! - Kouzma thd ra.
Bay gid ma udng dugc miéng vodka hay
miéng tra thi tuyét...

Hai ctia s6 nhin ra dudng chi dé lot
vao chuat anh sang dé xén. Bong tdi bao
trum ca lang, nhiing can nha goé tré nén

3 Trong mdt gdc, ngudi ta dat tranh thanh va ngon den nho,
goi [ “géc d8”, noi thiéng liéng ctia cdn nha. An cip do dac dé
cho nay la nghich dao.
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toi tam, dudng bién cua ngodi nha ths da
mo nhat, trdi rong ra va dudng nhu chui
vao long dat... Mot anh dé yéu 6t cta
mat troi ldn phan chiéu lai, 1ap lanh nhe
nhang trén chiéc thap gia gac chuong.

Xong biia, Efréeme ngoi bat dong hoi
l4u, tay dan trén gdi, dan mat vao ctia sé.
Anh dang nghinggi gi? Trong cdi im lang
ctia chiéu, khi ngudi ta chi thay trudc
mat minh mdt cai ctia s6 md duc va phia
sau nd thién nhién ti tu diu xuong, khi
nguoi ta nghe tiéng stia khan khan cta
nhiing con chd la va tiéng dan ac-co-
deé-ong the thé, thi kho long ma khong
tudng nhd t6i gia dinh. Nhiing ké song
lang thang, ké ma cdi khon cung, diéu
bat dat di hay chi vi do gan d& khién ho
phai cach xa ngudi than - méi hiéu thaim
thia 1a budi t6i yén tinh & mot ving qué
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xa la méi dai dang dac va kinh khing c&
nao.

ROi thi, Efréeme, diing trudc tugng
thanh, an can doc kinh that lau. Viia nga
lung 1én bang ghé dé ngu, anh thd hat
ra mot hoi dai va ngay 1a anh, cting phai
thot 1én:

— Cau r6 la mdt ngudi buon cudi...
Chi tr&i maéi biét cau dugce tao ra nhu thé
nao!

— Tai sao vay?

— Tai vi... Cau khong giong ngudi
ta. Cdu thuong cudi ngé ngan, cdu nodi
khong ly do, cau vua tli bot canh satra ...

- Pdng ay chichuc c6 vay thoi! Nhiéu
khi cé nhiéu 6ng rat banh ¢ bot canh sat
ddy! Diang 4y nay, b6t canh sit ching
la cdi qudi gi cd, t6 mudn & doé ca nam,
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nhung ma nha tu thi hoan toan khac
han. Thiét tinh 13 t& da vao tu ra kham
ba lan roi, va khong tuan nao ma & toa
an nong dan, ngudi ta khong quét cho t6
mot tran... Tui n6 déu chong lai t6, may
thang khén ay... Cong dong muon day té
di Sibérie. Ho da tuyén b6 ban an roi.

— Chac cau cling xting vé6i hinh phat
dé ché?

— T& coc can! Nguoi ta c6 thé song &
Sibérie nhu & moi naoi khac.

— Con bo me cdu, con song chii?

— Ong ba ray ra t6 qua. U, 6ng ba
con sdng, chua ngoéo...

— Céu da lam gi cho b6 me md& may
mad mat chua?
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—T6 coc can... Boi véi té thi bd me té
1a ké thu ghé gém nhét cta td, chinh 6ng
ba danh mat t&! Ai da khién cho cong
déng chéng lai t6? Ong ba chd ai, va cdi
ong chu Stéphane cuta t6 niia... Khong ai
khac ca...

— Lam sao cau biét dugc, ha chang
ngoc? Cong dong khong can téi 6ng cha
Stéphane mdi biét cau la ngudi thé nao...
Va con tai sao may ngudi nong dan & day
lai goi cdu la “anh bj treo c6”?

— Tai vi, khi t& con bé, thi€u chut niia
l1a may cha nong dan giét t6 roi. Ho treo
cO tG 1én cay, may thang chét tiét do. Ta
on Chua, may ngudi nong dan Ermo-
linsk di ngang qua thay, da ctu té...

— Mot phan tu vo ich cua xa hai!

Mot cude gip g0
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Efréme vla ndi viia thd ra. Ro6i anh
quay mat vao tudng, chang bao lau da

ngay.

Gilia dém anh thic day ra thim ngua
thi Kouzma khong cé d6. Mot con bo cdi
trang ding trudc clia md toang, ém a
nhin vao 16i di va ca sting vao khung ctia.
May con ché dang ngt say. Bau khong
khi binh yén tinh ldng. Xa xa trong béng
toi, gitia cai im vang ban dém, mot con
ga nudc gay to lén va con chim cu ntc
nd tung trang dai.

T6i binh minh, khi Efreme tinh day
lan tha hai thi Kouzma dang ng6i 6 ban,
trén chiéc bang dai, vé tram ngam. Mot
nu cudi ngay ngd cua nguodi say ruou
dong cling lai trén khuon mat xanh xao
cia ga. Nhiing y nghi han hoan kich
dong chac dang chao lugn trong cai dau
bep di; gd hon hén nhu thé viia leo nui.
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— A, ngudi cta Chua! - ga noéi khi
thay Efreme thuc day, roi tiép theo véi
nu cudi nguong nghiu

- Dang 4y mudén banh mi trang

khong?

— Céu di dau vay? Efréeme hdi.

— Hi-i-i, hi-i-i.

Kouzma lam nhu vay céd chuc lan va
khong bo nu cudi dong cling trén mat,
roi cudi cung ngudi lao ddo vi cai cudi co
giat:

— TG udng... tra... tra... va rugu vod-

ka.

Roi ga bat dau dong dai ké trong
quan rugu, ga da udng tra va vodka véi
nhiing ngudi chay xe hang ghé qua nhu
thé nao. Viia noi, ga viia rat trong tdi ra

Mot cude gip g0
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may que diém, mot phan tu goi thudc va
vai cai banh mi trang nho...

- Day la diém Thuy Dién, cam nay!
Pxi... - viia néi ga vua lan lugt dot may
que diém va cham diéu thudc - diém
Thuy Dién chinh cong! Xem nay!

Efréme vlia ngdp vua gai, roi thinh
linh nhu bi chich, anh nhay dung, vén
so mi lén va s6 mo chiéc nguc tran. Roi
ci dam chén tai chd nhu gau, anh cam
tiing cdi quan cai 4o ct mem lén kham
xét, nhin dudi chiéc ghé dai, man mo
Vao nguc...

— Tién bién mat roi! - anh noi.

Anh bat dong trong ntia phut nhin
sting cai ghé véi vé ngo ngac roi bat dau
tim kiém.

— Thanh N Dong Trinh, tién bién
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mat roi! Cau nghe khong? - anh néi véi
Kouzma - Tién bién mat roi!

Kouzma cham chd ngam nghia hinh
vé trén hop diém, im lang.

— Tién dau? - Efréeme via hoi via
budc téi phia Kouzma.

— Tién gi? - Kouzma ho hiing hoi
gitia hai ké rang, khong roi mat khoi hop
diem.

— Thi tién... ma tdi git trén nguc day!

— Tai sao ddng 4y qudy ray t& vay?
Néu mat tién thi tim di!

— Tim & dau? Tién dau?

Kouzma nhin khuén mdt dé rung
cta Efreme va bat giac mat ga do theo:

— Tién gi? - Ga via la to vua ding
len.
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— Tién! Hai muoi sau rap ay!

— Chac la tao 1ay ha? May lam phién
tao qua, thang khon!

- Chéng c6 gi la khén nan ca. Chi can néi
cho toi biét tién dau?

— Chinh tao lay ha? Tao? Néi nghe di:
tao lay ha? Tao sé lam cho may thay tién,
do chét tiét, sau d6 thi may sé khong con
nhan ra cha me may nia!

— Néu khong phai may thi tai sao
may cdm mom? Chac chan la may thai!
Ché tién nao ma may tiéc tung suot dém
& quan, roi con mua thudc 1a bang cach
nao? May chi la mot thang ngoc, mot
thang buon cudi! Co phai may gay thiét
hai cho tao dau. Khong, may gay thiét
hai cho Chua day!

Ngudi dich: Miéng
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— Tao... tao lay tién ha? Bao gid vay?
- Kouzma la lén v6i giong chat chua. Ga
dua tay 1én va giang qua ddm vao ngay
mat Efreme.

— Nay, cho may day! Muon nia
khong? Tao déch can may la ngudi cta
Chua hay khong.

Efréme danh lac dau va khong néi
khong rang, bat dau mang giay.

— D6 bip bgm - Kouzma la cang lic
cang kich dong - n6 lay tién uong roi bay
gio bugc t6i ngudi khac, cai con ché gia
nay! Tao, tao sé di kién! May sé ném mui
lao tu vi t0i vu khong va khong dugc tha
ra ngay daul!

— Néu may khong lay tién, thi thoi
im di - Efréme binh tinh néi.

— Nay, may cu soat tao di.

Mot cude gip g0
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— Tai sao may lai muon tao luc soat
may, néu may khong lay gi ca? Khong
phai la may thi thoi dugc roi... La 16i vo
ich: may khong la to bang Chda dau.

Efréme mang giay xong va ra khoi
nha. Khi anh tré lai, Kouzma mat van
con do ruc, dang ngo6i bén ctia s6, cham
mot di€u thudc véi hai tay run run. Ga
gam gu:

— Quy gia a, bon chung rat dong la
ca ¢ day va danh lua thién ha. Chi véi
tao, may vo phudc, ban gia a. May khong
danh Itia dugc tao dau. Tao biét rd may
trd nay qua roi. Di tim ngudi dai dién*
di.

- b€ lam gi?

4 Tiéng Nga: Starosta, la nguoi dai dién nong dan, lam trung
gian gitia cht dat va ta dién.

Ngudi dich: Miéng
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— D€ 1ap ban an. D€ ngudi ta xu tui
minh trudc toa an nong dan!

— Xét xti chung ta vo ich. Tién khong
phai ctia tao, n6 la cuia Chua. b€ Chuaa
phéan xét chung ta.

Efreme doc kinh va mang tranh
thanh cung hop quyén tién, ra khoi cdn
nha go.

Mot gio sau xe anh vao rung. Lang
Maloié, ngdi nha thd thap, khu riung
thua cung rudéng dong da lui xa va bién
mat trong suong mu budi sang. Mat trgi
da Ién nhung con 4n minh sau khu riing,
chi tng vang cdc bia may huéng vé phia
dong.

Kouzma léo déo theo xe cach mét
quang. Ga c6 vé nhu ngudi bi xuc pham
ndng né va bat cong. Bi cai hdo htiic mudn

Mot cude gip g0
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noi gdm nham nhung ga lam thinh, c6
cho chinh Efréme phd tan bau im lang.

— Géy chuyén vdi dang 4y chang tha
vi gi cho t6, néu khong t6 sé cho dang 4y
ném du mui - ga n6i nhu néi véi chinh
minh - t6 sé day dang 4y vu khéng ngudi
khac, d6 quy soi...

Nua gio trdi qua trong im ldng.
Ngudi ctia Chua viia doc kinh viia budec,
lam d&u thanh voi vang, thé ra that sau
va bat dau tim banh mi trong xe.

— Tui minh sap t6i Telibéievo roi -
Kouzma bat dau - toa hoa giai cua tui té
& do. Dang ay cu viéc kién di.

— Céu noi dé€ chang ndi gi ca. Chuyén
d6 dn nhdm gi t6i 6ng toa? Co phai tién
ctia 6ng dau? Tién cua Chua. Ciu sé bién
minh trudc Chua thoi.
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Uhne ranessira §| 37

— Théang cha chi biét 1ai nhai: Chual!
Chua! Cd nhu con qua. Nhu vay ne: néu
té dn cap, phai xét xt t6. Néu khong thi
dang 4y phai tra 16i vé t6i vu khdng cta
minh.

— Lam nhu thé€ t6i ¢6 thi gid chay
theo may cai toa an!

— Vay thi dang 4y khong tiéc tién a?

— Tai sao t6i lai tiéc? Khong phai tién
cua toi, tién ctia Chua ma...

Efréme mién cudng tra 16i, khong
xao dong, va mdt anh lanh lung than
nhién nhu thé khong tiéc tién hay da
quén su mat mat roi. Vé lanh lung nay
lam Kouzma bo6i réi va kich dong boi doi
vGi ga do la diéu kho hiéu.

Daép lai su tdi 161 bing muu meo hay
hung bao 1a chuyén binh thudng, ché

Mot cude gip g0
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ling nhuc bang sy than nhién nhu vay
gy nén mdt ndi day vo lam ké giy han
trd thanh bi tdn cong. Néu Efreme phan
ting nhu moi ngudi, tlic néu anh gian
dd, néu anh giy g6 véi ké tan cong, néu
anh dam don kién va quan toa két an tu
Kouzma hay x€p vu 4n lai vi «thiéu bang
cG», thi han Kouzma da dugc yén long;
con bay gid, budc theo chiéc xe, ga cd vé
nhu ngudi thi€u thon mot cdi gi.

— T6 khong lay tién cta dang ay! - ga
noi.

— Cau khong lay thi thoéi, diing noi
t6i chuyén dé niia.

— Khi t6i Télibéievo, té sé kéu ctiu
ngudi dai dién. Ong ta sé lam sing to
van dé!

Ngudi dich: Miéng
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— Khong cé gi phai lam sdng to ca.
Tién khong phai ctia 6ng ta. Con cau,
anh ban a, tot hon la cau dé€ toi yén. Hay
di dudng ctia cau di! Toi da chan nhin
thay cau roi.

Kouzma nhin trém héi lau, béi roi,
c6 tim hi€u nhiing y nghi trong d4u ban
dong hanh va y d6 khung khiép chac
phdi che dau trong long; cudi cling ga
quyét dinh doi giong:

- Do lau ca, ngay ca cudi véi thang
cha cting khong dugc ntia - ga chgt ndi
noéng ... E day nay, tién ctia dng day nay!
Chi la dua choi 4y ma!

Ga rut ra khéi tai may t& bac mot
rup va chia cho Efréeme.

Nhu da ch¢ doi chuyén nay, khong
biéu 10 ngac nhién, ciing khong vui,

Mot cude gip g0
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nguoi nay cam tién va im ldng nhét vao
tui.

— T6& chi mudén dua mot ti - Kouz-
ma vuia ti€p 161 viia do xét nét mdt dung
dung ctia ngudi kia - t6 mudn lam cho
ddng ay sg. T ty nht é, minh sé lam cho
anh chang hoang lén, r6i sang hom sau
thi tra lai. Cé hai muoci sau rap tat ca,
con lai chin hay mudi... May thang cha
xe hang lay hét ctia t6... Dling gian nghe,
ong noi! Khong phéi té udng dau, may
thang on dich xe hang ddy... Té thé trudc
Chua!

— Tai sao toi phai gian? Tién cta
Chua ma. Khong phai cdu tan cong toi
dau, ma la tdn cong ba Hoang cua céac

Thuogng dé day...

— TG chi udng céd mot rup thoi, chinh
cong...
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— An thua gi t6i t6i co chti? Cau c¢6
thé xai hét cho viéc nhau nhet, t6i cling
cdc can. La mot rup hay mot kod-péch,
doi véi Chuaa cling nhu nhau. Ciing cung
mot gia.

— Thoi dling gian ma, 6ng ndi! Thiét
tinh, dung gian. Thiét ma!

Efréme giti im lang. Kouzma nhap
nhdp mi mat, khuén mat ga dién ta vé
tré tho va tham hai.

—Thaldi cho t6, vi tinh yéu cua Chua
- gd ndi va nhin vao gay Efréeme véi vé
van nai. Pling gidn, 6ng ngi a. Chila dua
choi thoi mal

— A, cudi cung thi cau quay ray toi
qua - Efréeme noi, buc doc - t6i da ndi véi
cdu roi, khong phai tién cua toi - Cau hay
xin Chua tha t6i cho, con to6i thi chang
lién can gi vao do ca.
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Kouzma nhin btc tranh thanh, bau
trdi, cay c6i, nhu thé tim kiém Chua, r6i
mat ga co lai trong ndi khiép hai. Trudc
su im vang ctia khu rting, vé nghiém
nghi ctia buc tranh, sy than nhién khac
thuodng va vo nhan dao cua Efreme, ga
cam thay 1€ loi, vo phuong tu vé, nhu bi
giao cho mot Thugng d€ hung ac va gian
dd phan xét.

Ga chay lén dén trudc mat Efréme
nhin thang vao mat anh nhu dé tin chic
1a ga khong phadi mot minh:

— Tha 16i cho con, nhan danh Chua -
ga noi, run rdy ca ngudi - tha l6i cho con,
ong noi oi!

- D€ t6i yén nao!

Kouzma nhin moét 1an nda 1én troi,
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cdy c0i, chiéc xe, btic tranh thanh, roi sup
xuong chan Efréme. Trong con hai huing,
ga bap be cai gi khong dau duoi, dap tran
xuong dat, 6m ghi lay chan Efréme va oa
khoc nhu mét dda bé.

— Ong noi than yéu! Ban than yéu!
Nguoi cua Chual

Trudc tién la ling tang, Efréme lui
lai day ngudi van nai, roi t6i phién anh
lai chiém ngudng bau troi véi long sg
hai. Cam thay noi lo au va toi nghiép dda
an cap, anh thuyét giao:

— Khoan da nao, anh ban, nghe t6i
nay! Nghe nhiing diéu t6i sap noi day
nay, anh ngéc a! E, gi ma ti t&¢ nhu dan
ba vay! Nay, néu cau mudn Chua tha toi
cho, thi ngay khi vé t6i lang cau, hay di
tim Ong gidp trudng... Cau nghe khong
day?

Mot cude gip g0
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Vaanh bat dau giai thich cho Kouzma
nghe lam thé nao dé xda bd tdi 16i: trudc
hét la phai thua tdi véi Ong gidp trudng,
lam phép giai toi, roi thi thu gép va gti
t6i Malinovsty s tién danh cap udng
rugu; va trong tuong lai thi phai cu xu
ngay lanh chan that, phdi nha nhdn dung
tu cach mot nguoi c6 dao. Nghe may 16i
d6, Kouzma diu din; chang bao lau ga
c6 vé nhu quén mait ndi budn; ga choc
pha Efréme, ga lién thoang... Khong mot
phut ngling néi, ga ké chuyén ctia nhiing
ngudi song sung sudéng dugc nudng
chiéu, chuyén & bdt canh sat, chuyén
nguoi Puc, chuyén trong tu - tom lai,
ga lap lai nhiing gi da ké hom trudc. Roi
ga cudi don tan, chap tay lai, budc lui vé
nghiém trong nhu thé ké diéu gi méi mé
lam. Ga dién ta mot cach thoai mai véi
cung cach ctia ngudi mai nhan got giay
khap noi, diém ciu chuyén bang nhiing
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cau khoi hai hay chdm ngon; coi vay ché
nghe thi khiép lam, béi vi ga lap di 1dp
lai, thudng ngtling gitia chiing d€ nam bat
y nghi lac 16i, rdi nhiu may, xoay vong,
vung vay canh tay... Va toan la nhiing
diéu huénh hoang lao léu!

Dbén trua, khixe diinglai 6 Télibéievo,
Kouzma vao qudn rugu. Efréme nghi
ngoi hai tiéng dong ho ma ngudi kia
cling chua r&i khdi quan. Ngudi ta nghe
tiéng ga thé thaét, khoe khoang va dap
tay 1én quay, trong khi nhiing néng déan
say sua thi ché diéu ga. Va khi Efréeme
roi lang, mot trdn x6 xat bat dau xay ra
trong quan: Kouzma ham doa ai dé véi
giong choi tai va la to 1én la ga sé di tim
canh sat.
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