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DUNG

@ 6 ngudi doc cuén “Miéng ngon Ha
No6i”! ctia toi xong, thic giuc:

— Mién Nam nudc Viét c6 nhiéu thtc
ngon lanh lam, sao khong suu tdm lai ma
viét thanh moét cudn niia coi chai?

Toi bdé nha di lang bat ti luc mudi bay
tudi. Pén Sai Gon dao do, tdi da an nem Thu
Dic, thudng thitc phd 14u L6 O, 4n tép mé
nhién dudng & Sa Déc, ném sudng & Cay
Mai, thit bo bdy mén Ba Hom, mi Cot Den
Nam Ngon.

1 “Miéng ngon Ha No¢i” in lan thi nhat trén bao Méi (xuét ban
¢ Sai Gon nam 1950-52, in thanh sach ndm 1955, Nha xudt ban
Nguyén An Ninh) tai ban ndm 1957 (Nha xuét ban Nam Chi trong
Kim Lai Tung thu)
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Ro6i dén ky nay, lai tré vé qué ngoai mén
thuong, toi da thudng thiic nhiéu mén hon,
nhung tha thuc t6i khong thay cac mén do
cd ndi lén dugc cdi gl méi mé, la lung cho
lam.

Co 1€ t6 cd chia voi ngon thuc, nhung
long con géi vé c6 ly nén ca rd6 dam Sét van la
hon, trdi su su mat nhu da c6 gdi tuyét trinh,
6 hay, sao lai nhu ding dang, ma miéng thit
ga mudn ché hoa cach gi di niia ciing van cd
nhat phéo?

Mai dén gan day, t6i mdi nhin ra rang
huong vi ctia nhiing miéng ngon khong hoan
toan do noi khau cai. Tu nhién, khong vi ly
do gi hét, vao mot buoi chiéu xuéng mau kia,
minh thay miéng thit ga dam da hon, trdi su
su thoang thodng ngot va con ca chia voi an
béo ma thom.

O, tai sao lai thé?
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Thi ra ngon hay khong 1a tu 6 long minh.
Chua chac miéng ngon mién Nam bay gio
khac trudc. Nhung ngudi xa nha cam thay
ngon lanh khdac trudc, cd 1€ vi bay gid y nhan
thic dugc long thuong yéu cua nhiing ngudsi
& chung quanh r6 rét, ddm da hon trudc.

Duong budn day dit, c6 mot anh ban ra
veé Cai Bé an Oc gao; nam tan nhé qué, mot
c6 & Cao Lanh mang bi€u banh in va ngoi
ngay bén canh tdch ra tiing lat mong moi
an; ba gia vg 6 Rach Gia 1é mé dem cho may
cai banh tét bap, it kho tra, kho goc va xoi
vi... Tat ca nhiing cai dé c6 nghia ly gi dau,
nhung dn thay ddm da, y vi, vi minh an vao
mot miéng ma cadm thay ho cho minh cd mét
tam long.

Thuong biét bao 1a thuong, mén chling
nao la mén! Nhung mén thuong sao cho
bang thuong mén ngudi v¢ mién Nam xo6t
xa ngudi chong Bac xa nha, nay lam moén dn
nay, mai lam mon an khdac, mong sao cho
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chong khudy khoa dugc ndi buon thién ly
tuong tu.

Dung thit nhiéu x6t rudt em nau canh
chua cd l6c anh xoi; chao tom quén vao mia
lao dn ngot va bui; néu anh mét thi dung bat
chao chia voi nhé!

Banh beo bi ¢ Bun noi tiéng la ngon; t6
mi Ba Diém; hu tiu chg gitta My Tho; banh
in Cao Lanh; nem Tan Huong dn min x6t
ma gion; tom nudng Tan Thudn Dong viia
thom vilia ngot.

Ga nhung hém ngon nhat 1a Binh Hoa;
con “méng tay” Long Hai; budi Tan Triéu;
mang Lai Thiéu; cam Cai Be; diia xiém My;
dua hau Cau Ngang; con cd nhdm rao thit
ngon 1, &n mat rudt ma lanh; tring chich,
tring diét vua bui viia béo; cé c6 con gai
theo chong ra tinh ma van con nhé mai nem
nuéng Dic Hoa, ca chdy Cai Von, mdng le
Ba Ria ngon hdi la ngon!
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Chong ma khong chiu an thi vg du ngay
ra mdt, khéc doi vé véi ba gia. Toi yéu ngudi
vg mién Nam thuc tha nhu dém, yéu ai thi
yéu 10 liéu, thich cai gi thi muén cho ai cling
biét rang minh thich m&i nghe! Dep thi
muon dep cho sic sdao, 40 quan phai lam sao
cho ndi bat1én hon ca quin 4o cta chung chi
em; ma ngay 1é va cht nhat phai néo chong di
choi cho ky dugc dé€ cho ngudi ta thay hanh
phuc Itta d6i cua minh.

Miéng ngon cua mién Nam clng thanh
that nhu ngudi dan ba vdy. An mot miéng,
ngon ngay, nhung ngon khong phai do vi
cua chinh thtic an, ma 1a tai xa va 6t lam ndi
vi lén, diém cho khdu cdi mot to duyén am
ap.

An nhu thé ciing c6 mot céi thu riéng,
nhung lam cho nguoi ta yéu hon cdc moén dn
cua mién Nam, chua chiac dala vicacmoén an
dé c6 nhiéu 6t va nhiéu s, ma cting khong
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phai vi moén an ctia mién Nam ninh khau cai
ta ngay, d€ roi chi luu lai mét du vi rait mong
manh trong cuéng hong.

Toi yéu mi€ng ngon mién Nam nhiéu la
vi no la - la dén nhiéu khi khong thé tudng
tugng dugc - va chinh nhiing cdi la d6 da
cho t6i thay rd hon tinh chat thuc tha, boc 16
va chat phac ctia ngudi Nam.

An chdo céc; nhau nhet dudng chién;
nham moén doi xao lan véi banh mi; an ve
con lin bot; nham ndm cham... r6i trang
miéng bang mot ly ché rua hay mot chén mu
trom... thoat méi nghe, may ma du khach

» «

khong phai cho 1a «la hoac”, “ky cuc” hay “6n

7y

qua’!

Nhung cé thuéng thic du cad nhiing
mon la d6 cua mién Nam, ngudi ta mdéi that
nhan thic dugc dat cia mién Nam nudc Viét
phong phu biét chiling nao, ngudi cia mién
Nam nudc Viét hon nhién biét chling nao,
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va miéng la cia mién Nam nudc Viét la biét
chiing nao!

Co6 nhan thtic nhu thé, ta méi thdy mén
la cia mién Nam ngon hon 1én va ta yéu hon
l1én ngudi mién Nam nudc Viét qua nhiing
mon la do, khong tling thiy & Bac hay Trung.

Toi viét cuon “Mon la mién Nam” nay dé
ghi mot chut an tinh lai trong nhiing ngay
xa phan tl, dugc cac ngudi xa la thuong yéu
nhu me thuong con, nhu vg thuong chong,
nhu em gdi thuong anh, chdm boén cho
nhiing miéng ngon vat la d€ khuéy khoa ndi
long ctia ngudi mang ndng bay tam biét ly
mot lac.

Co ban nao con dé ctia mién Nam nudc
Viét lac nay 6 noi hdi giac thién nhai, tinh
cd doc sach nay, thay tha thiét véi xd s& cua
minh hon; c¢6 ban nao chua téi mién Nam
nudéc Viét ma da thay c6 cam tinh qua nhiing
miéng la ma t6i sé ndi t6i dudi day hay cé ban
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nao ti noi xa la dén, khong tim thay su ngon
lanh ctia nudc Viét mién Nam ma vi loat bai
nay thay thuong mén mién Nam, miéng an
ctia mién Nam, dat nidc mién Nam hon, thé
1a to6i man nguyén.
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1. CANH RUA

hoéi cling 1a may: phe dan cht 6 My

thang, minh da thidy ngay mot cai
loi la biét an canh rtia. Mé6i nghe, tudng la
dua, nhung sy that qua la nhu thé.

Tu thud bé, sdong & tha do Bac Viét, dng
ba toi, r6i dén thay me t6i, chi dung nap dugc
mot thu kéu 1a ba ba: ba ba tan, ba ba nuéng
cha, ba ba om, ba ba nau gia cay (cé dau phu,
chudi xanh, la tia t6... Thuong dé oi, ngon
qua!)... nhung dén cai con vat ménh danh la
con rua thi t6i ky, khong ai lai an dén cai thu
dé bao gio. Quai, con rua thi khdc gi con ba
ba? Ma sao dn ba ba lai khong an ruia?
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Co luc t6i nghi nhu thé nhung khong
dam hoi.

Mai dén sau nay, 1ay vg, c6 bu6i may chiéu
gi6 s6m, ngoi “dau ly” véi nhau, toi méi biét
ngudi hién ndi trg phuong Bac khong an rua
1a vi thanh kién tlii ngan daoi xua dé€ lai:

Thuong thay thdan phdn con rua,
Lén dinh doi hac, xudng chua dji bia

O dinh chiia ndo, ngudi ta ciing thiy con
ruia bang da hay bang gb nén con rtia, khong
ai bado ai, d3a mac nhién thanh ra mdét con
vat huyén bi, cd tinh céch thiéng liéng, phai
ton thag, phai kinh cén, khong dugc coi lam
thuong. Thoi, diing cé ndéi bay, ma phai toi
bay gi¢ ddy. Ngudi vg ha giong xudng khé
bao chdéng, nhu day do, nhu khuyén can:

— Ruia la dé t trung thanh ctia Dic Phat

tu bi day, biét chua? Ngay xua, da lau lam
lam roi, lac thay Puong Tang di thinh kinh
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bén Tay Truc, chinh la nh& con rua day, ché
khong thi lam thé nao ma di dugc thién son
van thay, duong dau dugc v6i bao nhiéu quy
su, yéu tinh!? Thé cho nén thinh dugc kinh
roi, thay Duong Tang thanh Phat thi Duc
Quan Thé Am ngai cling cho con ruia thanh
Phat ludn... Vi thé khong bao gid nén én thit
rua. An vao thi xai qudy, lun bai, khéng con
budn bén, lam an gi dugc!

Yéu nhau, bao thé nao lai ching phai
nghe. Hai chuc nam, song & bén canh ngudi
vg bé nhd, mdt niém kinh Phat tho Trdi, toi
khong mot phut nao dam nghi dén chuyén
an thit ria. Mai dén tan gan day, vao trong
nay, mot bién co la lung xay ra, khich dong
tinh t0 mo qud muc, khién cho ngudi chong
da c6 mdt 1an quén han 16i ngudsi vg yéu dé
lieu an mot biia thit rua xem sao. Nhung ma
cai viéc liéu linh dé khong phai 1a khong cé
cd!
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Ay 14 vi khoang diam niam trd lai day,
ngay vui ctia ké viét sach nay c6 thé dém trén
dau ngdn tay ma ngay budn thi ding dic nhu
trong doan két bai tho ctia vua Budng khoc
nguoi dep ho Duong. Minh ct rinh mot co
hoi gi dé liéu ddi thai van xem ra thé nao, thi
trang ngay vao lac Tong thong Eisenhower
hét nhiém ky, hai 6ng Kennedy va Nixon
tranh nhau lam Tong thong.

— Néi chuyén dédng dai, dé ghét!

— Thi da bao minh duong buén ma! Bém
vang, nam khong ngt dugc, minh méi 16i
nhting bai tuyén ngdn cta hai ing cu vién
Tong thong My ra coi, r6i day mo ré ma, doc
ludn ca nhiing bai vian c¢6 dong cho hai 6ng.
Mot cudn sach tuyén truyén cho cong dan
Kennedy da lam cho t6i chd y: cu than mau
ra 6ng Kennedy, ndm dé gin tdm mudai tudi,
chinh la truéng ban tuyén truyén ctia dng;
cac anh em 6ng di khap moi noi hd hao ct
tri bo phiéu cho 6ng khong ngét, nhung giup
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viéc cho 6ng dac luc nhit, chinh la nhiing c6
em gai ong hoat dong bat phan mo da, dudi
muon van hinh thic khac nhau.

Cac ¢6 di khong con thi€u mot cau lac
bo, mdt hoi lién d6i phu ni nao; cac co
dién thuyét va 1ay long phu nt cho 6ng anh;
nhung tai tinh nhat la cu than mau va cac c6
em cua ung ct vién Kennedy khéo lam cac
banh ngot dé€ biéu cac ban gii & tling quin
xd va khong quén gtii kem theo mot cudén
sach mdng trinh bay rat dep. Mot cudn tho
xanh mau hy vong? Hay dé la mot ban sao
may buc danh hoa cua Gauguin, Van Dyck?
Khong, tho hoa gi cling khong bang. Cudén
sach nho bé gtii biéu cac cu tri d6 chua dung
mot bdo vat gia truyén cta dong ho Kenne-
dy: bi quyét nau canh rua. Xin mdi cac ban
gdi cu tri trén toan bd nudc My ct theo dé
ma lam, cac ban sé tao hanh phuc cho chong
con va cac ban sé thay thién dudng khong &
dau xa, ma chinh & ngay trén trai dat!
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Doc thé, t6i thay hay hay; nhunglam cho
toi suy nghi thuc nhiéu, phai la tu luc c6 tin
dién loan truyén cung thé gigi: Kennedy dac
cu!

Khong hiéu tai lam sao tii d6, ltc nao t6i
cling nghi t6i mén canh rua va, thuéng dém,
vao luc chép chon sap ngu, toi hay lién tudng
dén mot cai dia tay trang ci bong ra, dung
moét thu nudc 6ng dnh vang, trén thd mot
nhdnh to6i, vai ba lat ra-di, lap la lap 16 vai
miéng thit hung hung mau vang 6! Phai, t6i
tudng tugng canh ria clia ngudi Au My nhu
thé d6, nhung chang biét dn thé thi c6 ngon
khong nhi? Ngudi Au My dn thit ngua, thit
&ch, U thi cling dugc di; nhung bao rang ho
thich canh rua thi qua la ti khi doc tép sach
c6 dong cho tng cu vién Téng théng Ken-
nedy, toi méi thay lan dau tién nhu vay. Rua
an c6 giong thit ba ba khong? Thit n6 dai va
nhat? Va dn uong thi cach thuc lam ra thé
nao, hé... c6 Nam?
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T6i c6 mot c6 ban nhoé quen nhau tii cau
chuyén di lay lat 6 Con Tranh dét chiéu va
biét nhau ti mot sang thu di hdi 1a so daa
ndu canh véi ca com dé€ cung an trong mot
tup 1éu tranh trén con. Yéu qua thé la yéu,
cd gai bé mién qué Sa Déc! Nay, cd phai 6
rudng ngudi ta cho bong hoa bang lang nay
1a biéu hién ctia tinh yéu moc mac khong? O
ma quén mat nhi, bao gié em lay chong? Ma
yéu nhau qua thé€ nay, dén khi anh vé thanh
vGi vg, em c6 buon khong?

Ngudi con géi bé nho khong biét gi hét,
ngoai nhiing chudi gio dang dac ngodi bé bia,
moc chan lam chiéu kiém tién, chi biét cam
cui vao bép dé nau hét mon nay dén mon kia
lam vui nguoi ban mang nang trong long noi
biét ly x sé.

An udng khong cé gi hét ca: vai trai diéu
Xa0 VGi tom, dn vao mot budi chiéu cé gio
hay hay; mot chén mu trom trua he; mot noi

ca chay khong 16t vo, khong danh vay, kho
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lat an v6i com ngudi; mot chén dé com chién
nham nhot budi t6i trude khi di ndm, hay
may con 6c gao cudn theo 16i bi cudén cham
dam gidm 6t dn vao lac duong x4t rudt...

Chi c6 thé thoi. Nhung phai trong thay
tdn mat nguoi con gai bé nho dé xao ndu, ché
héa cdc mon an va dé 1én cho minh dung, ta
méi co thé cam thong dugc su trang trong
1én cao dén muc nao va ta khong thé khong
nghi rang nhiing moén qua hen do, déi véi co
Nam, con quy hon la cac ba cac ¢6 & thanh
trinh trong véi son hao hai vi.

Sinh lam con nha nghéo, c6 chi biét con
cua, con éch, la rau bo ngot, con ca nham rao,
cung lam la miéng huyét heo ludc dn véi gao
laa doc, ché co bao gid biét vay yén, sucut
hay camambe Osida I gi. An thit con rua, c§
nhién t6i phai hoi c6 Nam va c6 nhién mot
hom t6i da dugc thudng thiic mdn rua chinh
cong lam theo ki€u mién qué Nam Viét.
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— Troi oi! Sao anh lai ¢6 thé vi con rua
v6i cua dinh? Co 1€ & xt s6 anh, ngudi ta
kéu cua dinh la ba ba, va em nghe cac ba Bac
di cu ndi chuyén thi “¢ ngodi” ngudi ta dn
ba ba thudng lam, hodc theo kiéu tan, hoac
theo 16i ran hay om véi chudi xanh, dau phu,
riéng, mé, diém thém mady la tia t6 hay rau
ngd. G day, ciing vy, ngudi ta cling dn cua
dinh, nhung cua dinh va rtia cé huong vi
khéc hdn nhau, cing nhu thit vit ta khong
thé nhu thit vit xiém, hay khong ai lai c6 thé
so sanh con cd ngdp véi con ca sdt, chi vi 1é
cung la loai ca.

Khong ai bao cho t6i biét 6 do thi, nguoi
ta dn thit rua theo cach thtic nao, cling nhu
toi chua suu tam dugc bi quyét nau canh rua
ctia em gai c6 Tong tong Kennedy ra sao;
nhung may mon rua ctia ¢c6 Nam ndu cho
toi thudng thuc hom dé da lam cho t6i chot
cam thay nhu vita méi nghe thoang thoang
dau day mot huong lan hoa véi huong xuan
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lic cung v6i ngudi yéu treo lén mot dinh nai
cao trén Da Lat.

Co nhiing ngudi sanh an mudn thudng
thiic mdn an gi, hét stc git cho ky dugc vi
ctia mon doé trong khi ché hda mdi viia long.
An ruoi, s¢ tanh, ma cho gia vi danh 4t mat
ca vi cta chinh con ruoi; an dé ham ma cho
la s& va tdy guing qua tay dé€ cho mat mui
hoi, hodc pha mam tom an cha ca ma cho
nhiéu rugu va chanh qud, lam mat cé vi cta
mam tom, an nhu thé tdc 1a “4m sat” cac vi
can ban cua mon an, “thuc bat tri ky vi”. Toi
thich mén ba ba tan, ba ba hong siu, ba ba
om duyén dang, trién mién, nhung dn dén
rua ma that goi la “thudng thiic”, can phai dn
theo hai moén chinh ma c6 Nam da lam cho
toi. D6 1a mon rtia xao va mén xé phay goi
bap chuoi.

Luc con & ngoai Bac, toi da dugc trong

thdy mdt con rua to bang cdi nia 16n 1én phoi
nang & trudc dén vua Lé. Rua nhu thé, t6i da
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cho 1a I6n lam nhung sau nay xem sach thi
chua thadm vao dau hét.

Trong hai muoi nham loai rua séng &
trong troi dat, ngudi ta da tim thdy nhiing
con to bang cd mot cdi chiéu réng nhit,
can nang t6i nam tram ki, nhung trdi lai,
lai c6 nhiing con song hang trdm ndm ma
khong 16n hon mot ban tay, ta c6 thé cho
vao tui ba-do-suy di dao ma khong ai thay.

Ngudi ta bat nd ra sao? Ta thudng van
tudng chi co hai thi ruia: ria ndi va rua song,
rua sinh. Thuc ra, ngoai hai tht do, con c6
mot thd rua bién nita. Rua bién an thit ca,
tom va nhiéu khi bat vit, bat le nhu chép
nhoang; con ruia sdng, rua sinh thi thudng
an réu, an sdy nhung cling khong ché tom ca,
néu chang may nhiing con ndy sa vao miéng
chung; bdi vi rua bién, rtia song hay rua nai
déu c6 mot di€ém giong loai chim la chung
c6 mot cai mi¢ng khong rang ma hai mép thi
ran nhu sting, thuong goi 1a cai mo.
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Nhiing ngudi an thit rua khong thich
nhting tht I6n qua vi ta c6 quan niém cai gi
16n qua déu 1a than hodc la ma. Rua ly tudng
cho ngudi ta dn thit la thi rtia 16n bang cai
dia tay. Theo cac sach Au My thuat lai thi tu
nam 1708, ngudi Au chau da thich an thit
rua, Pai uy Francois Leglat da viét trong mot
cuén nhat ky cua 6ng: “Thit rua cling tua
nhu thit trtu nhung an thanh hon nhiéu”.
Nha tham hiém Marc Antoine Rendu an thit
rua ha qud cling viét: “Canh rua la vua canh”
va khong ché nhiing con rua ky la khong cé
vay nhung toan minh boc mdt tam da nhu
kiéu mot nha vo si thai Trung cd.

Con rua ¢c6 Nam lam cho t6i én hom ay
khong ky la dén nhu thé; né giong nhu cic
con rua thudng, chi khac mai n6 hung hung
vang. CO noi:

— Ruia dn thé nao ctiing dugc, chi cé mot
diéu nén nhd la tha rtia qua, mu den nhu
qua, an khong tét. Ngudi ta lai bdo rang dan
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rua qua cing nhu an cua dinh ma cut mot
cang thi dé sanh binh cui. Chang biét c6 dung
hay khong? Con rtia ma em mua dugc hom
nay la ria vang, an vao phat tai, anh dung di,
ché ct ng6i ma nhin em hoai vay u?

Co6 Ném ti€p thém cho t6i mot miéng
rua x¢ phay. Co ndi:

— Anh édn di, ngot 1am. Em lam k¥, khong
c6 s¢ dau bung dau. Ngudi ta bao rang lam
cai giong rua nay ma khong lau cho khé nuéc
thi dé sinh dau bung. Anh da thay em lam r6i
day: thit kho ma chin nhut. Cé ngudi cho lén
10 nuéng roi troc mu ra. Em khong thé. Em
cho vao ndi, trong ndi cd san muodi hot; em
rang muoi, khi nao mudi néng thibd rua vao.

Thay muoi né cling dling bac ra voi; phai doi
cho muéi vang va tan thanh bot, hay bac n6i
ra. Lac do, rua mdi thuc chét va thit né luc
ay mdi thuc sdn. Em cay nép ra, bo rudt, c6
tring thi lay triing; doan, lay dao lach thit,
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x¢é phay, cudn banh trang, gia ddu phong, rau
ram va he, nhu thé nay. Anh phai chim dam
nudc mam 6t co pha gidm va dudng, an véi
do chua méi ngon, anh a.

An kiéu nay thi thudng thiic dugc chan
vi cia modn thit rua; ngudi ta thay thoang
thodng mot chut tanh tya nhu cdi tanh cta
s, cua hén, thém cdi chat ngot cta thit ga
chan chi ma lai man mat tya nhu thit vit
xiém. Thu thuc la t6i khong thay cai gi «tya
thit trifu» nhu 161 Dai uy Leglat da ndi, song
an dén cai nudc léo rua ludc thi phai nhan
1a ngon, nhung cai ngon day van khong phai
1a cai ngon ddo dé cua thit trtiu, hay thit bo
con, ma la cai ngon diu hién, thanh canh va
kin ddo, tya nhu mon ga gio nau vdi sa sam,
y di, thém chat tanh tanh thu vi cia mon ha
ma ta dn séng & trén bd bién Ving Tau hay
Long Hai.

Ong nao cho @n nhu thé 1a thanh canh
qud, mudn dam da hon mot chut, nén dung
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mon rua xao: thit rua rang 1én roi chat ra
tiing miéng bang con cd, cho vao chao xao
v6i ct hanh, gia thém thi rau gi tuy y, xtc ra
dia, dn ludn véi mot hai tép rugu dua cay, ta
cam nhu an ba ba hong siu ctia Tau. Néu cho
vao noi gia nudc, dun lén va bd thém may
miéng su su, ca rot, tong cu va vai cai chan
ga ac ham lén, ta s€ cdm thay cai vi ba ba cay

dung.

Nhung dn thuc cho thich khiu nhting
ngudi sanh thudng dung mon rua hap cach
thay: thit ruia chdt ra ting miéng nho, cho
dung phan lang sa sam, y di, dai quy va bach
thugc, dgi cho thit ruia that chin va mém,
dem ra dn, suéng 6ng than khau khong chiu
dugc.

Hap céch thty nhu thé hoi lau.

Trong khi ch¢ doi, nhiing 6ng bgm
nhdu c6 thé 1dy miy cai chan rua ra nudéng
l1én nham nhép. Chan rtia nhiéu gan; ta cap
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chan ga thé nao thi gan chédn rua cling tlia
tua nhu thé; nhung c6 nhi€u ngudi bao gdm
chin rua “khong cé sudng” bang 1dy nhiing
cai vay trén mai n6 nuéng chay 1én ma nham
rugu - chét chtia, gion cu tanh tach ma bui
qua thé 1a bui! Nay, cac trai “noa™ ctia Tay,
toi do cd thé dem ra ma bi dugc day!

Rua cach thuy da dugc roi day, moi 6ng
lay ra dung. Hap may thia tht ma coi, 6ng
thdy mat rudt lién; nudc khong béo nhung
ngot; mui tanh cta rua quyén lay mui y di,
bach thugc tao nén mot vi riéng tua nhu thit
nai to, ma lai tya nhu thit ran, nhan nhéan,
the the, ma lai tron 1ti cuéng hong nhu canh
yén. An ma sudng khiu cdi nhu thé, ching
1a da quad roi sao? Nhung cé nhiing ngudi ky
lam, pham dn moén gi la 1a ¢6 tim ra vai tinh
chat bd béo ctia n6 cho ky dugc méi nghe. Vi
thé c6 ong ban da nghiém khac bao toi:

— Trgi! Néu rua ma chi co thé thi dau co

2 noix: hat. Noix de cajou: hat diéu
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quy! N6 quy vi cai khac kia...
— Bam, cdi khac ay la cai gi?

— Con rua cling nhu con trau, o6ng a,
khong c6 mot bd phan nao ctia né ma khong
dugc viéc. Cai mu va cai yém ctia né dem
phoi dung dé boéi va lam thudc chiia cam
phoi, cam gan, cam thédn, cam tim cta tré
con; mat n6 phoi kho tri chung dau rang hay
lam, con thit né thi khong thé nao ndi xué...
nguoi ta bdo dn dugc tram ngay thi vg chong
yéu sé manh, cd 6ng gia saiu muoi tam tuoi
lay vg hai muoi chin tudi ma bon nam sanh
lién hai dia con trai day!

Toi tiéc la luc viét bai nay khong c6 sach
“Kinh nghiém Y ly Dong phuong” dé truy
ctiu xem nhiing 16i néi ctia 6ng ban dung
dugc bao nhiéu phan tram; nhung cé mot
diéu toi biét chac la chinh giong riia manh
lam, c6 mot stic song tuyét ky, ma lai sOng
l4u nhu Banh T6.
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Nam 1938, nguoi ta da tim thdy & My
nhiing con riia ma & trén mu con han nhting
vét dan hoi bay muci nhdm nam vé trudc,
lac xay ra cudc Nam Bac phén tranh.

Lai viia day, ngudi ta méi bat dugc mot
con rua trén mu c6 khac s6 1844. Thi ra con
rua nay song it nhat cing dugc trén 120 nam
nay va xem b dang thi van con manh lam.

Nhung phda ky luc song dai — theo su
hiéu biét c6 han ctia nhiing nha tu nhién
hoc - thi la con riia ma ngudi ta dua tang
N hoang Eugénie. Theo nha nghién ctiu
Ambroise Randu, lac con ruia nay theo N
hoang di Ai Cép dé khanh thanh kinh dao
Suez nd da dugc 140 tuoi troi. Gitia dudng,
noé bi lac. Mai vé€ sau, ngudi ta méi thay né
~ nhung thdy & dau? O viing Kim Ty Thép!
Quoc vuong Farouk dé Nhi (Farouk II) nu6i
no6 trong Hoang cung. Bay gid no6 la “thugng
khach” ctua vudn thu Le Caire, thu do6 nudc
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Cong hoa A Rap Théng nhét va tinh dén nay
dugc hon 250 tudi.

O phuong Pong, riia 1a mét trong td qui
(lan, ly, qui, phugng), khong nhiing la vi rua
bdo diém lanh, ma con dugc coi la tugng
trung cta tudi tho clia con ngudi. Thuc ra,
rua khong nhiing song lau ma lai con manh
lam. Céc nha tu nhién hoc cho biét mot con
rua nui binh thuong c6 thé “cong” mot dia
tré trén lung ma di lai thong tha hang cay
s6. Mot con rua 16n & My c6 thé chd phang
phdng moét “gi ay”® ndng by muoi ki trén cai
mu dudng kinh bon muoi ldm phan cta né.

Thé ky trudc, nha bac hoc Thuy Dién
Alexandre Kestern mudén giti xdc mot con
rua lam ky niém, tim cach giét n6 di ma loay
hoay hang thang khong biét giét néi. Thoat
dau, Ong ta treo con rua lén cao, cho dau né
vao trong mdt thung phuy nudc, va lay day
budc cb nd lai, dé cho nd ngat hoi dan. N6

3 G.I = Government issue, chi nguoi linh My.
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van “sdng nhan”, Kestern 1y mét cai kim by
dam th&u 6¢ né: nd van cu séng luon. Ong ta
beén ngam noé vao rugu c6 pha chat cyanure
de potassium: V6 ich n6t. Rat cudc, dng phai
ap dung phuong phap ctia “6ng Sai Gon™
tram tht né nhu 1a tram Trinh An! Mt tuin
sau than thé n6 con cya quay, bon chan dudi
ra va thut vao trong mu, con cdi mo thi van
can!

Mot con vat dai stic va song dai nhu thé,
c6 nhién phai la con thit ly tuéng cua nhiing
nha dinh duéng muén tim stic manh bang
mon an.

Thudé nho, hoc ngu ngén cua La Fon-
taine, ching ta thudng van yén tri rtia la mot
giong vat cham chap va khong hoat dong:
su thuc, khong phai thé. Co nhiéu giong rua
biét 16i con gidi hon ca ca, hang triéu cay so
lan; con rua nui, rua can thi & Anh, ngudi
ta da thdy co con di du lich t6i 350 cay so
trong vong hai ndm. Rua & ddo Galapagos
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di thung thinh tii nam dén bay ciy s6 mot
ngay, khong biét mdi; nhung la vao buc nhat
la 6 BPong Duong c6 mdt giong rua leo nui
nhu khi va tréo lén cay d€ kiém thtic an nhu
vuon.

An mot mén in la ma viia nhAm nhot
ma lai viia cdm thay ly ky nhu thé, ai ma
lai khong thay long minh phoi phéi nhu c6
canh bay. C6 Nam ding day, di thung thinh
vao nha trong, lat cdi 16ng ban, bung ra mot
cai dia, dat trudc mat toi va noi:

— Thé nao? Anh an thit rua thay lam sao?
— Cing duggc, la la miéng.

— Nhung chua tham véi cai nay...

- Gi vay?

~ Triing riia. An riia ma khong thudng
thic tring, tic la chua dn rua vay.

Toi nhon tay cdam mot cai tring 1én coi.
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Ludc roi, tring rua cd sac trang, tron va noi
lén nhiing tia mau do. N6 lung bung nhung
dai, can v& thi c6 nudc va mot cai mang
mau vang sam. Cai tring dé via mut vao
thi da troi dén c6 roi, nhung dling c6 nuét
v0i vang, h6i ngudi ban hau dn! Thi can nho
nhe nhiing cdi triing dé ra, anh sé thay no
ran hon trong do tring ga, ma quanh nhu
sap, viia nhai viia ngam nghi thi cé y bui hon
va cling thanh hon. Nay, dn thém mot hai cdi
nta, tuyét tran, phai khong anh?

O, thdo nao cac nha ty nhién hoc khong
ngdt ca tung tring rua.

Sach thuat rang vao khoang dam chuc
ndm vé trudc, & Cam Pu Chia, cong viéc
kiém tring rua dugc qui dinh theo mot sac
linh ctia nha vua, va tring cia nhiing con rua
qui 6 song déu phai dem “tién” cling nhu hoi
trudc nudc ta “tién” 1én nha vua nhan, qué,
vai, com hay vay, yén. S& di vay la vi trung
rua an thich khau, da danh, ma con vi mot lé
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ntia la né hiém.

Cl vao mua “con nudéc’, rua cai cling
“dong duc” nhu heo ndi vay. Duong song
thanh nhan, tinh mich, cac “em” kéo nhau di
tim “chit dan 6ng” khong phai vi “nhé dén
tén cac anh viét trén 14, trén hoa, viét trén vu
trén mong’, nhung chinh la dé “giét cai sau
cd dgc, xdy mua tinh ai, dung niém yéu... thé

hé”!

Oi chao, cic ciu rua lac dé «ldy le» dii
qua. Y nhu cac bo tré «luu manh» 1ong hanh
& cac quan nudc hién nay dé chiém long cac
nt ca si, cac cau rua giao chién cuc ky ac liét
can nhau chi chée va tim dt cac miéng khoa
«ta ki do» d€ vat ngtia nhau ra. Anh nao
thang, dat em yéu di hudng tuin trang mat -
mot tudn trang mat kéo dai téi hang tuan, cé
khi t6i gan mot thang!

Mién thé! Chiang miy hoi, c6 rua da cé
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bau. Thudng thudng, c6 dé muci mudi lam
triing, nhung ngudi ta da tiing thay c6 nhiing
con rua bién 16n dé t6i ba, bén trdm tring
lam ba lan. Nhung du la thuc loai rtuia bién,
rua song, rua dat hay rua nui, ching cling
cao dat ma chon tring xudng, vi thé, tring
rua khan hiém va do d6 thanh ra mon “tién”,

Viia an thit rua, viia nhan nha suy nghi,
mot minh nhu thé, minh tu nhién thay tring
rua da ngon lai ngon qua chiing la ngon, ma
thit rua da qui lai qua chting 1a qui. Va minh
tudng chiing nhu luc &y c6 Nam c6 lam ba
con rua niia minh ciing ct dn... bay!

bém ay, trang chiéu xuéng manh giudng
ké 6 ngoai vudn. Tiéng con «kuénh quang»
va con trang hiu ru t6i vao nhiing gidc ngt
day nhiing mong lanh: toi thay minh lai déo
dai nhu hoi hai muoi tu6i va di mai, di mai,
qua thién son van thuy nhu rua, dén mot
cudi trdi kia c6 may xanh, gio tim... va & mot
bén bai lau c6 gié thdi hat hiu, t6i bong thay
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mot ngudi yéu da may ndm nay khong gap!
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2. CHUOT THIT

hé la hét. Bao nhiéu thanh tam, véi

cong trinh thuc trang dém dé€ muoi
dugc mot lién thit chudt dem 1én cho con géi
& do thanh tan v& hét trong giay phut chi vi
mot chi khong. Khong an. Khong thé nao
an dugc. Ghé lam. May dtia chau nhat dinh
khong ddm an. C6 nhiéu ngudi chong von
da la nguoi “kén” an khong thé nao chiu ndi,
nhung vi chi€u vg chi cu6i ma khong noi gi.
La vi cdi lién thit chudot muéi kia 1a ctaa ba
gia vg 1é mé dem tii An Giang, 1én cho “vg
chong con Tu” - ma chudt An Giang, khoi
phai noi, ai cling biét la noi tiéng ngon nhat
mién Nam nudc Viét.
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Toi nghiép nd ldy chong da mudi mot
ndm nay ma chua cé co héi vé thaim que.
Nh¢ lai Iuc né con con gai, chi théem 6¢ gao
va thich chuét ma dam thi mudi hoa méi
dugc dén mot bita. Khong phai vi An Gi-
ang hiém chudt - trai lai nhiéu la khac -
nhung chi vi tai 6 nha khong cé con trai,
nén khong cé ngudi di san chudt vé dn. Bo
tién ra chg mua, doi v6i con nha ngheo, la
chuyén khong may ai nghi téi. Song & qué,
théem chudt qua ma phai nhin; bay gid co
tién & d6 thanh muon an thit chudt chac gi
da cé, ba gia nha qué mang lién thit chudt
mudi biéu con, hi hiing la ca nha ngudi con
gdi cung cua minh sé ti€p nhan mot cach
niém nd va thudng thuc say mé, khong ngo
viia mGi m& nap lién ra thi, trii ngudsi vg,
ca nha déu ha héc miéng ma kéu 1én mot
tiéng v nghia, chua thay ghi trong tu dién.

Co phadi tai 6 do thanh ngudi ta khong
biét an thit chuét khong? Hay tai anh chong
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Bac Ky khong théy ai an thit chuot bao gio
nén nghe thay noi thit chudt thi bd via?
Khong phai. G Bic Ky, tai cic mién qué, c6
khoi ngudi dn thit chudt, nhung anh chinghe
thoi ma thyc mat thi chua thay ai an bao gio.

Anh ta quan niém rdng nhiing ngudi
an udng nhu thé la an uong lem nhem, ban
cung bét dac di mdéi phai an thit chuot; phai
chi c6 tién dé€ dn thit Ign, thit ga, thit bo, thit
vit thi chac chan khong c6 ai nghi téi chuyén
an thit chuot bao gi¢. Vao dén day, anh ta
di dao chg Ban C&, x6m Chiéu, doi ba lan
da thay c6 nguoi xach hai cdi 16ng lam bang
day kém ban chudt, mdi long do hai chuc
con, 16n bang chting céi cudm tay, con sdng
nguyén, con nao con ndy vénh rau ra, phinh
phinh 16 mai, giuong mat ra nhin thién ha
mot cach nhang nhao nhu nhiing thang an
cudp. Ay thé ma ngudi ta ciing kéo lai mua
dong dao dé. Hai tram, hai tram rudi, mot
chuc con. Ngudi mua chut chi vao tling
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con, ngudi ban, y nhu thé mot tay hat xiéc,
bat dung tay lién, 16i ra khoi 16ng, quit danh
dét mot cai xuong dat, con chuot chét hoc
mau mOm giay may cdi roi “di dat”. Ma tuyét
nhién nguoi ban lac bat chudt khong hé bi
mot con nao dung dén cai mong tay!

Thay vay, t6i van ua nghi rang chic gi
chudt do da la chuot dong nhu ngudi ta van
no6i! Hon thé, t6i yén tri cac tay ban chuot do
la may anh chang nguy tao dan vuén rudng
va chuot ctia ho 1a chudt cong dn ban én thiu,
an do an day ma hang dém ho van bat dugc
& cong ranh, sinh lay, tha ma md dia, dn vao
chua biét ngon lanh, b6 béo dau ma hay thay
ngay la rat co thé bi tho ta, hay dich hach.

Viyén tri nhu thé, & Bac r6i vao Nam, toi
nhin nhiing ngudi dn thit chudt véi nhiing y
nghi dic biét: via sg, viia ghé. Dén khi vao
day sdng v6i ngudi ban dau goi tay ap mién
Nam, di day di d6 va dém khuya nam nghe
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vg ndi chuyén vé cdc mon ngon vat la, toi
phai noi 1a t6i ngac nhién khong chiu dugc
vi thit chudt khong phai la thu an choi én boi
nhung la mot thuc pham gia dung, mot mon
an dugc nhiéu ngudi va chudng va ca tung
hon ca thit ga, thit vit, thit rting, thit cho.

An thoi néi dda con nhoé xong réi, hai
vg chong sau khi tién khach ra vé, ngoi
udng nudc véi nhau & dudi gian hoa thién
ly. Khong hiéu vi lién tudng ra sao, vg bao
chong:

— Anh c6 thanh kién rat ky. Luc nao anh
cling quan niém ga ro ti la nhat, phai chi hom
nao em lam mét moén thit chudét ram man
cho anh x0i, anh sé thay ga r6 ti, ngdng ro6
ti, vit 10 ti, khong di dén dau hét. Anh tudng
cai m§ hai con ga song hom nay em lam la
“nhat” r6i u? Khong, anh oi, mé ay khong
tham vao dau v6i mé chuét, né vang, thom
ma an lai khong ngan, an mdt lai muon an
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hai, dn ba, an bon, dn mai khong thoi.

Vg chong song v6i nhau mai rdi thanh ra
cling phai chiu dung nhau. Méi dau thay ndi
an thit chuot thi ghé, khong muon nghe noéi
t6i, dan dan, n6 quen di, v¢ mudn noi gi mac
ké; nhung sau, minh to6 mo, chu y hon mot ti,
thi thay cling “1a 1a” va mac du khong muon
dn thu xem sao nhung khong thay kinh tém
nhu tridc nita.

Khong. Mudn dé cao thit chudt thé nao
di niia thi anh chong Bac Ky cling ct lac dau.
Nhung mot hom kia di vé tham qué c6 Nam,
ban vg, anh chong tu nhién thay long minh
lang lang vi cap v6i co Nam di chg, anh thay
chinh c6 cling ca ngoi thit chuét va mua vé
mdy chuc an choi. Nguoi co6 dep, giong co
hitu tinh, mét ¢ lai lang: thé la chét anh dan
ong, tu nhién nhin thay cai gi cta cd cling
dep, 161 ndi nao cua c6 ciing hitu ly cé duyén
va anh ta mudén an thu xem thit chudt ra thé
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nao ma ngudi dep ca nggi hét 16i nhu vay.

Cdi mdau mé cua anh dan 6ng da tinh
danh cho chét ciing khong bao gi¢ thay doi.
Nhung von da biét tinh da nghi cua vg, anh
van lam bo giay 1én day day dé cho chinh vg
phai khuyén nhu diing lam budn c¢6 Nam,
anh ta mdGi khong ché ong ché eo. U thi én,
da lam sao chua? Anh ta nghé bén nay, ngo
bén kia, lam ra cai bd ngac nhién hét stic,
nhung rut lai cing ct bam c6 Nam di hét cac
day hang & chg dé xem c6 lya chuot.

Lac do bat ddu mua mua. Tu luc mua
bat dau thua thét cho dén khi mua x6i xa
sudt ngay sudt dém, chang ct chg An Giang,
bat ci & chg nao ciing bay ban chu¢t nhu 6
thanh thi ngudi ta ban hang danh cap ¢ PX.
bay ban la liét & hai day he duong. Trén thi
trdi, dudi thi chuot: ty nhién anh cdm thay
néu minh khong an thit chuét thi thanh ra
ngudi moi rg cling nhu mdt 6ng mdc quan
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ao sang trong lac vao mot thé gidi khoa than
héa thanh mdt “quai thai” moét “di nhan” -
néu khong mudn ndi la quai vat.

Ké tu lac 4y, anh cam thay dg ghé tom
mot phan nao. Thuyc tinh, nghi thi kinh,
nhung cé nhin thay chuét bay ban & cho thi
ciing chdng cadm thdy s¢ hai hon khi ta nhin
thay ban thit heo, thit cho, thit rting hay thit
ga, thit vit.

Chuot san dugc dem vé dap chét r6i dem
thui, 10t da, m& bung, 14y b6t m& chi chtia lai
14 gan roi dem ngam nudc phen, thit chut
do dan 1én sau lan l1an xuéng mau, trang phau
phau va lang bong nhu da ngudi trinh nii; c6
doi cho lai ting hong 1én. Khong, khong, cach
gi anh cting phai nhén véi tdi rang cai da thit
min mang ay hia hen khong biét bao nhiéu,
hép dan khong biét chiing nao va trii phi anh
la Liéu Ha Hué khong noi gi, chd néu anh
cling la ngudi nhu téi thi mudn gi anh ciing
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phai lién tudng mot cach tuc tiu va toi 16i
dén than thé ngoc nga “day day san duc” ctia
c6 Nam Tring Ga - chang gi ciing ndi tiéng
1a “ngudi dep Long Xuyén” mdt thud.

Co ndi véi vo toi, nhung lai lung liéng
con mat vé phia toi:

— Chi Tu da biét qua rdi, lya la phai noi,
nhung anh Tu day c6 1€ chua biét r6 nén
ct noéi nghe choi. Cai giong chudt nay thui
1én roi 10t da &n mdi thiét ngon, chu dem
nhdng nudéc so6i thi trong nhu chudt chét
sinh, khong nhiing da khong dep mat ma an
vao lai khong thom. Béi thé, chudt ban & chg
hau hét déu dem thui vang r6i 10t da khong
c6 ai ban chuot song trii phi phai chuyén ché
tu tinh nay sang tinh khac, ti nha qué ra ké
chg.

Toi da dugc thay ngudi ta mua chudt
song & chg xom Chiéu, chg Ban Cd, nhung
mudn thuc biét ngudi & day thich thu thit
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chudt dén chting nao thi mot budi sang dep
trdi nao phai di dao & cac chg An Giang xem
nguoi ta mua thit chudt tung blting nhu thé
nao. Khong phai chi c6 dan qué méi an thit
chudt nhu & Bac ta van thiy, nhung thi dan
cling cd say mé thit chuét luén: nay, 6ng nghi
vién mua ba chuc day, hai trdm hai mot chuc
c6 ban khong? Con ba Bay ban chap pho, cha
Tiéu map & x€ chg ché chudt khong béo va
kém tuoi muon boé di, nhung khong biét tiéc
ré lam sao lai ra nhau quay lai trd hai trdm
muoi lam dong mot chuc, thoi ban ca di dé
vé cho sém stia ¢6 hon khong, ba Sén.

Thi ra khong phai chi cé vo toi va co Nam
Triing Ga mé thit chuét ma “ban dan thién
ha” déu mé. Toi bat than nhé c6 lan da thay
cO ¢b vao tiém cam do & tinh cAm ca ra va
day chuyén lay it tién, ra gan dé mua luon ba
ky sau riéng dn cho da doi: dén mua cdi thu
trai cay nay ma khong dugc thudng thic,
mot s6 ngudi cam thdy minh thiéu thon, dau
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kho va coi nhu bi troi bac dai. Vao cii thang
bay thang tdm, nhiing ngudi da cd lan duogc
thudng thuc thit chudt r6i ma khong dugc
an thit chuot co 1é ciing & vao cai trang thai
tam ly cua nhiing ngudi cam day chuyén va
ca ra d€ an sau riéng cho ky dugc.

Thuc dén bay gio t6i khong biét cai sac
dep hiiu tinh ctia ¢6 Nam Tring Ga anh
hudéng dén biia chuot thit dau tién bao nhiéu
phan tram, nhung t6i thanh thuc tin rang
khong cé moén thit nao ma lai bién ché dugc
thanh ra nhiéu mén nhu thit chudt. Thit bo
nhiéu lam chi cé bay mon, thit dé do bon
ndm mon, thit ga thit vit cing ndm sau mon
1a cung, ché thit chudt thi co thé ché bién
ra dugc muoci mudi hai mén, ma dén lac an
quen ro6i mon nao ciing hdp dan, mén nao
cling la va mén nao cling cé nhiing huong vi
khac nhau.

T6i phuc c6 Nam va vg t6i da cho toi
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thuéng thic bon mén an choi “lam liét™:
Chudt 1a 16t, chuot cuon, chudt xé phay va
chudt luc lac.

Nhung lam cho ta suéng ca khuiu giac,
thi gidc va thinh gidc cing moét luc co 1€ 1a
cai mén chut nudéng vang trén than hong,
m& rét xuong than chdy xeo xeo, boc 1én mot
mui thom diéc miii con hon ca bun cha bam
va cha miéng ctia ngudi Ha Noi. Ngoi 6 dau
xom cudi xém chi ngti thay mui thom ciling
bat them va phai chtii d6ng mot cau cho... da
tuc!

Rugu dé nudc nhat ngam sam va bim
bip, ha tho mot tram ngay lay lén uong roi
gap mot miéng vang ngdy nhu mui da dong,
néng hoi héi, chdim nudc mam sa 6t, diém
may s¢i xoai thai chi roi nhai rat tu ti va lay
hai ngén tay nhéon mat ti rau thom, mot ti
hing cay hay moét ti ngo tay, anh sé thay -
quai! Sao cai thit nay n6 mém thé nhi, ma lai
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ngot, ma lai thom mot cach rung rgn, mé ly
thé nhi!

An dén ba miéng, rugu bit dau lam cho
«cai chit xam xam» & trong dau ngudi dan
ong xdo dong va anh ta nhd lai cé mot ngay
mudi muoi lam nam vé trudc, anh da trinh
trong du mot bita goi cd ctia mdt ngudi ban
gia mdi, ma khong bdo trudc cho anh biét
sé an mdn gi. Ngobi vao ban, biét 1a chu nhéan
moi dn goi, anh ta chodng ngudi lén, li€c con
mat hdi y kién ngudi ban ngoi bén canh thi
nguoi ban nay cting khong biét thudng thuc
mon nay luén; nhung vi xa giao, hai nguoi
bam nhau bdo ct dn btta mdt vai miéng xem
sao thi rut cudc chinh hai cha lai dn kj nhat,
va ca ngoi mén gbi nay nhiéu nhat.

Btia an thit chudt dau tién cta toi tai An
Giang ciing y nhu la biia an géi d6 ¢ mién
Bac Viét Nam: Nhung khong 1é d4u 14n dau
gdp ngudi dep ma lai ci an ti ti mdt cach
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“pham phu tuc t” coi sao cho tién, t6i danh
phailam ra vé “khénh dn” xin mot chén com,
“vién c6 khong uong dugc rugu nhiéu”

An thit g3, thit bo, thit vit, thit heo, xong
mon nay thi d6i mon khéc, diéu dy ai ciing
thdy roi va cé nhu thé thi ngudi an mdi la
miéng va khong thdy ngan. Oi chao, dén cdi
thit chuot thi huyén diéu lam: nhau thit chudt
10i, dén ldc dn com lai duing toan nhiing moén
chudt luon, vdy ma ching thiy ngdn mot ly
ong cu, trailai van cti ngon o0, an muon... chét
com ma miéng van ci muon con an nita. Mé
khong dé dau cho hét1a mén chudt bam nho
Xa0 rau mo om cdp véi banh trang nuéng va
mon chu6t xao bau an viua mat via thom,
tia tya nhu com tron véi tring cdy ma lai
an thém véi may ngon rau sang chua Huong
Vay.

Qua tinh la rugu lic 4y da nga nga nhung
trudc mat vg, minh phai tinh toan do luong
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tiing cau néi khong dam ca ngoi c6 Nam
Tring Ga qua mtc, sg vg budn. Thi qua dém
ay vé dén nha, vg chong nam tro chuyén véi
nhau, vg goi lai bia an ban ngay va noi:

— Khong, cti k€ chi Nam lam an da khéo
lam, nhung anh cho cdi mén “chudt bam
nho xao rau mo om” hom nay la nhat thi em
khong chiu. D€ hdm nao c6 ai vé Hau Giang,
em gli mua vai chuc lam may mon “la hon
ntia” anh an thi chac chan mudén chét ludn.

Biét la luc nay 1a gio quyét dinh dé ma
ninh vg khong c6 thé mit sé “sung 1én mot
dong’, toi phai lay mot cai giong rat vui vé tré
trung:

— Thoi, em diing noi, nghe ma them.
Theém ludn cd em niia day!

Nhu dugc gai vao long ty ai, vg tuci han
mat lén:
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— Anh c6 thé tudng tugng em sé lam
cho anh nhiing moén gi khong? So so lam
bon moén thoi, nhung bén mén anh mé chét
mat. La mdn chudt uép ngii vi huong chiing
mot tiéng dong hd dem khia véi nude dua,
day vung lai chling mudi lam phut dé gid lai
huong thom, mén chudt udp hanh, toi sa bo
10, mén chugt kho mém sau khi ram vang va
mon chudt xao 1dn. Nhung céi “ti” cua em la
mam chudt va kho chudt. Mua nudc, chudt
nhiéu, an khong hét dem thui di, 16t da, chdt
dau chit du6i lam mam dé€ danh an quanh
ndm; con mua nang thi lam chuot, udp véi
14 16t, dem phoi thuc ky d€ lam kho, dn con
sudng hon cd kho nai, kho bo, kho cd sit...

Trang chiéu vao nua tam giuong, lung
linh béng la cay thién ly. Xa xa c6 tiéng chim
dém. Ngudi vg lim dim con mat, tha hon vé
xi mong c6 giong chim kéu 1én nam tiéng
mot 1an va néi nhu mo:
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— Anh 0i, nhé khong biét bao nhiéu, yéu
khong biét chting nao nhiing cai rting lat ma
em sinh song khi con bé nhé. Phai roi ct vao
cai ci mua nay day, em hay di xem ngudi
ta san chudt, vui nhu hoi. Anh khong thé
tudng tugng nhiing tay san dé giau kinh ng-
hiém va thong thao nghé nghiép ctia ho dén
chiing nao. Trong mot cdi bai c6 nhiing cay
lat ngd nghiéng ho biét 1a c6 chudt di qua,
di phia nao, lam & & dau va biét nhu thé roi
ho dem nhiing céi “dang” ra giang mac khu
vuc dé theo hinh chii V, n6i mot cach khacla
ho bua gidng td phia dé vay chuot lai khong
cho chay ra ngoai. O cubi ddng, ho dit mot
cai “lop” 16n bang day kém ché theo kiéu cai
nom dom cd, mi¢ng 16n long nho va cé day
kém dam ra tua tia d€ cho chuot da mac vao
dé thi chi c6 thé thay ctia tti ma khong con
ctia sinh. BO tri xong xu6i, ho lay nhiing cay
mia dép gidp dau hay thung sat tay khua 4m
i d€ lam cho chudt hodng s¢ chay tu phia
miéng dang vao lop.
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Bat nhu thé cé khi mot bon ba bon ngudi
v6 dugc dam bay chuc con. Néu khong mudn
am 1 qua, c6 ngudi dung dén méang x6ng. Ba
bon ngudi cam ba bon cdi dén mang-xong
dén noi cé chuot da duge kham pha ti budi
trua hay luc troi chang vang: ho chi€u dén
mdng-x6ng vao khu vuc c¢6 chudt lam cho ca
mot vung sang lée nhu thé My tha hda chau
dé tim quan dich. Nhung chuét hoi khac
ngudi mot chut: thay sang chdi chung s hai
nhay ca ra va bi chdéa mat, khong thé chay
nhanh dugc nia, thé 1a bi bat hoac bi chia
dam 10i ruét kéu choe choée.

Nghi cling tai tinh: trong tat ca nhiing
giong vat co 1é khong c6 loai nao khon ngo-
an lanh len da muu da ké nhu giong chuot.
Chung bén nhay vé di moi b phan: di lai
thong thd trong dém t6i ma khong vap té,
dé la nhd hé thong rau ria ¢ hai bén mo va
phan long & dau dai hon long & minh mot
chut; chung danh hoi nguoi rat nhay ciing
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nhu cdc vat ma ngudi ta dung danh bé; ngoai
ra lai c6 mot kha nang truyén giao cach cam
rat manh, nho thé ma ching bao hiéu cho
nhau nhanh y nhu thé ra da moéi khi trong
xa hdi cua chiing c6 con bi bay, bi danh hay
an phai ba. Hoi dua ngén ay vu diém chuot cé
thé xam lang loai ngudi dé nhu bén, 4y thé
ma rat cudc chiing van bj loai ngudi ché ngu
va dit dudi cai ngam no 1&. Ay 13 vi ngudi ta
da tim biét dugc mot khuyét diém cua loai
chudt vé thi giac.

— Noi gidn sao, em? Thay thé nao ma lai
dam bédo chuot yéu vé thi giac?

— Ai chang tudng mét chudt 16i ra va den
lay lay nhu thé 1a tinh, ché thé ma cac cu van
néi “mit cd tho 16 nhu méit chuot’, Ay vay
ma tho 16 1a mdt chuyén ma yéu lai la chuyén
khac. Nguoinha qué khong hi€u song vi kinh
nghiém hay doc sach c6 xua nao khong biét,
qua quyét rang cai tAm mat cta loai chudt
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tuong doi ngan va hep va diém dac biét nhit,
ly ky nhat, la mat caa chung chi nhin dugc
theo mot chiéu, khong thé lung la lung liéng,
li€c docliéc ngang nhu nhiing c6 gai va chang
trai di bom.

Biét dung khuyét diém 4y, nhiing ngudi
san chudt bang chia khong bao gid tién dén
phia chung ti ding trudc mat. Nhung dung
chia dam chu¢t, khong ham mady. Bat sdng
chudt la diéu dang k& hon. Muodn bat song,
cing khong may kho: ho dung ché dé bat
hoi hang nao c6 chudt nhiéu. Biét dugc “t6
chay” roi, ho dao hang, cht nao hoang nhay
ra thi chop lién cho vao long bang day kém.
Tuy nhién, thudng thudng ngudi ta khong
dao hanglam gi cho mat cong: tim dugc mot
hang chuét roi, chi mot ngudi va chi mot
nguoi thoi cling cé thé bat dugc hang dam
chuc chu¢t. Ho lay miéng hang lam can cu,
roi tu doé di tim cdc ngach bit kin lai va chi
dé lai mot ngach thoi. Poan, ho 14y rom d&m
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chat § miéng hang dot, un khéi va quat cho
khéi lua vao trong hang ddnh mdt tran héa
mu quyét liét. Ngoi ché & miéng ngach qua
nhién chi mdét luc thi thay chudt bo, chudt
con, chuét bo lao, chuot nhi dong, 16¢ nhéc
bo ra vi khong thé nao chiu néi khéi né lam
cho chdy nuéc mat nudc mii hat hoi ttc
thd nhu cong luc tha luu dan cay vao nhiing
ngudi bi€u tinh chéng doc tai ap buc.

Anh oi, anh 6i, muon néi cach may di
nia anh ciing khong thé nao quan niém
dugc cdi tai san chudt ctia ngudi nha qué véi
tat ca sy thadm hiéu vé dac tinh vt ly, vé doi
song, v€ tap quan va ban nang phén ung cua
ho vé loai chuot.

Chuot c6 thé song lau nhat chling ba hay
bon ndm, nhung thudng thudng la khong
tho ndi qua mot ndm néu soéng & ngoai dong
ruong bdi vi chung phai doi dau véi nhiing
bat trac va diéu kién khong thuan lgi vé thoi
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tiét va khi hau. Em nhé cé mét lan cdé mot
cong ky nghé gia tén Hong Diic Ton da vé
vung em & d€ nghién ctiu vé nghé nudi chudt
lay thit &n theo khoa hoc, nhu ta nudi ga My
hay nuoi chim cut. Theo 6ng ta thi thudng
mot con cdi song véi mot con duc ché khong
choi bay ba, nhu da s6 ngudi ta. Khi con cdi
ti mot thang rudi dén nam thang thi né chiu
duc va cé thé sanh san d€ truyén ti nhugc
ton. Thoi gian ti khi thu thai v6i con duc
cho t6i khi sinh dé, khoang chting hai muoi
m&t ngay va trung binh méi ltia con cdi sanh
dugc tdm con. Mdi ndm mot con cdi co thé
sanh bén ban.

Tam con chu¢t con thuéng gobm bon duc
va bon cdi. Ma thuat di tinh lai quay lai cai
vong truyén thong: ti mot thang rudi dén
bén nam thang, tim cip nay lai ha sanh moi
cdp tam con, tdm tdm sdu muoi tu, tyu trung
mot con chudt cdi tinh so s6 mot nam cling
cho ra doi dugc khodng ba bon tram chudt
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con chudt chau, chuot chut va chudt chut.
Tuy nhién, khong phai chudt bat ci & ving
nao ciing sinh san theo mtic d6 noi trén. Co
nhiing vung khi héu thich hgp, thiic én dé
dang, chuét sanh san nhiéu hon nita, nhung
trai lai c6 nhiing vung kho kiém an thi tuong
doi dé it hon: chi dé khoe vao mua mua
con mua nang thi cai dé (khong biét bang
thuoc nguia thai hay theo phuong phap Ogi-
no-Knauss?).

Em con nhé c6 mot lan di xem hun
chudt, em da thay cé nguoi bat dugc ca mot
6 gobm hai vg chong va mudi ba con dé hon
hon, chia mé mat. A ndy, ngoai Bic co biét
diéu nay khong nhi?

Ngudi vg nam sat lai gdn chong hon va
n6éi nhé nhu tiét 16 mdt bi mat gi ghé gém

lam:

— Chuot con, chua mé mat, ngam rugu,
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ha tho bach nhat tri hét binh suyén day. Anh
cd biét thé khong?

— Khong. Nhung hinh nhu da lau lam
lam réi, anh ¢6 doc mdt bai bao Phap cua
mot nguyén Dai st Tay Ban Nha viét vé
nhting con chuét bao td, nhiing con chuot
mdi ra doi chua mé mat.

— Ho ¢6 noéi rang nhiing con chudt do tri
khoi chiing hen suyén nhu em viia néi phai
khong?

— Khoéng. Dung chuét dé chita bénh, chac
1a ngudi Au My chua biét va c6 1é luc nay ho
con dang nghién ctiu. Chuyén chudt bao ti
day thudc vé pham vi an uong.

~ Troi oi! Nguoi Au My ciing an thit
chuot hay sao?

— b€ yén cho anh noéi, em thuong a.
Nguyén Dai st Tay Ban Nha ma anh viia noi
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do, lac ay lam Dai st & Trung Hoa, dudi triéu
Man Thanh. Hoang dé€ Trung Hoa, Tay Thai
Hau c6 mét lan moi dai dién cia mudi tam
nuéc Au My dén dy moét bita tiéc doc nhat
vO nhi, khong tién khodng hau. Du biia tiéc
ay vé, ong ta viét mot hoi ky day bang mot
cuon sach, thuat lai tu cach to chtic, trung
bay, 1€ 16i thu ti€p, an udng cho dén chi tiét
cac moén an ma ngudi dau bép ctia nha vua da
nghién ctiu va ndu nuéng dé cho quan khach
thuong thic trong hoi hop, kinh hoang, va
tan thudng lién ti€p sudt ca tuan - 1a vi biia
tiéc ay kéo dai trong suot ca tuan, chég sao!
An uéng say sua roi, ai muén ngl c6 phong
riéng va ngudi dep nhu tién hau ha; ai c6 cong
viéc phai di, cd ty nhién roi lai vé an; con ai
muodn danh bai, an thuoc, thi sang mét khu
riéng c6 du cac thi «té doan xa hoi» cti dung
tha ctia roi lai quay vé ma an udng, an udng
thé nao ky cho thich khau thi théi. Vi doc
thién hoi ky do trén dudi hai muci ndm nay
roi, anh khong thé nhé hét chi tiét cac mon
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an la nhit, qui nhat va ngon nhat thé gigi dé
ké lai cho em thuong; chi nhé trong cac mén
ay ¢c6 mot moén keéu la sam tht. Sam 1a cay
sam, thu la chuét, sim tht 1a chu6t sam.

— Ky, sao lai cd thi chu¢t gi la chudt sam?

— Nguyén Dai st Tay Ban Nha thuat lai
rang dén mon an dac biét dy thi c6 mot dng
quan dung lén giéi thiéu trudc réi quan hau
dung 1én ban tiéc cho moi quan khach moi
cai dia con bang ngoc trong c6 mot con chuot
bao tt chua m& mat, do hon hon hay con cya
quay - nghia la mét con chudt bao ti song.
Bao nhiéu quan khach thay thé chét lang di
bdi vi néu phai theo giao t€ ma dn cdi mén
nay thi... nhat dinh phai... trd lai hét nhiing
mon gi da an trudc dé. Moi ngudi nhin nhau.
Tay Thai Hau cam nia xuc con chudt bao tu
an dé cho moi ngudi bat chudc an theo. Con
chudt kéu chi chi, ngudi tinh mat thay mot
tia mau vot ra... Hoang dé€ Trung Hoa thong
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tha vtia nhai vtia suy nghi nhu thé mu6n kéo
dai cai thu an tuyét diéu ra dé€ cho cai thu ay
thdm nhuén tri éc va co thé. Va Ngai ndi:
“Mdi chu vi”. Nhung khong mot vi nao dung
diia, ct ngodi do ra ma nhin. Tay Thai Hau
beén cudi ma noi dua: “Toi ti€c khong tham
nhuin dugc cdi vin minh Au My ctia cac
ngai, nhung riéng vé cdi dn thi toi thay qua
cac ngai cham tién, khong biét cdi gi 1a ngon
1a bb. V€ mon do, cac ngai c6 1é con phai hoc
nhiéu ctia ngudi A Dongy.

Khong mét 6ng nao trd 101 vi cé 1é cac
ong dai dién ay dén luc ay déu ban tin ban
nghi khong biét dn chudt bao t nhu thé la
van minh hay man da. Tuy nhién ngudi ta
cO thé chic chan 1a chua cé mdt nudc nao
trén thé giéi lai c6 mdt moén dn tinh vi, qui
bau, cau ky dén thé bao gic. Chudt méi dé
dem nudi trong 16ng kinh cho an toan sam
thugng hao hang va uéng nudc suoi, dén khi
dé ra con thi lay nhiing con d6 nuoi riéng
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cling theo cach thtic d6 dé€ cho sinh ra mét
16p chudt méi, nhung 16p chudt méi nay van
chua dung dugc. Ct nu6i nhu thé dén doi
thi ba, chudt méi thuc la “thap toan dai b6,
nguoi ta méi lay nhiing con chuét bao tti ctia
thé hé¢ mdi nay ra dn va dn nhu thé tuc la
an tat ca cai tinh hoa, bén nhay, khon ngo-
an cua giong chuét cong vai tat ca tinh chat
cai lao hoan dong, cai ti hoan sinh, trdng
duong bd than ctia cay sdm von dugce y ly
bong Phuong ddt lén hang dau than dugc tu
c6 chi kim trong troi dat.

— Néi nghe ma bat ruing minh. Thé cai
ong ngoai giao d6 co noi trong dai dién muoi
tdm nudc Au My c6 6ng nao ddm an cdi mén
sam thu dé khong?

—Chinh cai dng Paisti Tay Ban Nhanham
mat lai tht &n nhung 6ng thua thuc rang viia
cho vao miéng can mdt cai thiy chudt con
kéu chi chi, 6ng ta vdi vang chay ra ngoai,
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le ra, va moét thang sau con sg¢. Sau nay, dem
cau chuyén dé noéi v6i may vi dong y si, ong
ta biét ring ngudi Au My khong biét &n mén
ay qud 1a “cham tién” va may 6ng gia con cho
biét thém rang chuot thudng nuoi bang sam
da bo hét stic rdi, nhung néu tim dugc gidong
chudt chtt ma nudi bang sdm theo céch thitc
ndi trén thi con bo gap trdm lan nia.

~ Bo anh gion em sao? An chudt chu?
Thé anh co6 biét cai giong chudt chu ra sao
khong da?

— Biét qua rdi. Hoi nhat trong giong
chuoét la giong chudt chu chi con gi! N6 xau:
mom dai, mat mu d&, di diing cham chap,
16ng xam xam tiét ra ti dang xa mot mui hoi
rinh rinh chi ngti thoi cting da budn non
16n mta rdi, con ndi gi 4n thit. Ay thé ma
sach Tau lai n6i rang thit chudt chu én ngon
hon ca cdc giong chuot khac. Riéng anh luc
con ¢ Bac da cé lan ndi chuyén an thit chudt
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vGi mot nha su tré tudi cing hoc véi anh 6
trudng sd dang. Nha su 4y qua quyét da nhiéu
1an an thit chudt chu va cam doan rang giong
chuét cht s6 di hoi chila vi bo 1ong, néu thui
that can than, 16t da, cao k¥ thi thit n6 ngot
va thom kinh khung, cé 1€ khong c6 mot thua
son hao hai vi nao sanh kip. Ma lai c6 tiéng
b6 duong ich khi con hon ca hai cdu va cao
hé cot!

Nua dém vé sang, suong roi ti tach trén
14 hoa thién ly. Trang lu di. May bay ndng né
bao hiéu mdt con mua. Chong bdo vg:

— Thoi, vao di. Nam suong lam nang
minh khong t6t.

Viia lac do, cé tiéng chudt reo 6 dang sau
canh ctia. Nam trén ném trang, x6a hang toc
den ra, vg mdi héi chong:
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— Hém qua, chudét lat reo, hom nay chuot
lai reo ntia. Chac 1a nha c6 khach hay la sap
phat tai cai gi day.

— Dau co! Chudt lat reo khong phai tin
c6 khach hay phat tai nhu nguoi ta van tudng
dau.

— Thé thi bao diém gi?

— Bdo moét diéu t6t lanh hon thé nhiéu.
Bédo diém em sap c6 con.

Nguoi chong nam sat lai gin vg hon,
nam l4y ban tay vg va hit vao b nguc thom
thom mui hoa thién ly. Mua bat dau roi. Gi6
lanh té té. Vo ntia say ntia tinh, ndi khé vao
tai chong:

— Nay anh, khong biét ngudi ban anh
ndi thit chudt chu b duong ich khi ¢6 thuc
khong? Néu qua thuc, em sé kiém giong do
anh an thudng thuong va anh nhé cho thang
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cu mot dia em ntia nhé, d€ n6 ngli mot minh
budn, t6i nghié¢p!
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3. KHO

I\/I ubn cach gi di nia, toi yéu thi
toi cd bdo la toi yéu. Yéu Sai

Gon qua, Sai Gon oi, bdi vi Sai Gon la troi
hoa, dat rugu.

Rugu udng bat ct loai nao, bat ci & dau,
bét cu gio nao. Uong cho ky “da” thi thoi.

Toi yéu Sai Gon la vi rugu & day “da” lam,
rigu dau nanh; rugu Vinh Ton Tam; rucu
thudc udng vao khong té thap, khéi dau gan,
khdi sinh rudt; rugu dé; rugu congsi; thé roi
lai con nao la whisky, cognac, nao la rugu
Minh Mang “nhat da luc giao sinh ngt tG”,
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rugu dau, rugu nép than..., tram thud ba ran
rugu... udng vao da mat ca rudt gan, lai co
bao nhiéu thd nham diéu ky, hdi lam sao
khong ha?

Nay, anh ct tht cat mot miéng ban hay
miéng cdc, chdm ti ti mam rudc, dua cay,
c6 phai sudng cai 6ng than khiu qua lam
khong? Khé, &i xanh, ct kiéu, ba con tom
kho hay vai cai xuong “xi quach”, ay thé la ta
da c6 may thd nham ly tuéng; d€ lam cho noi
bat 1én cai vi cua “chat nudc cé men” 1én roi.
Anh gio cdi ly lén moi ban “Do!” rdi hd hoc
miéng ra “nguu dm”. Anh tu nha: “Ngay xua,
Do Phu, Ly Bach uéng rugu ciing chi “pho”
dén thé 1a cing”. Va c6 luc ty anh khong néi
ra nhung nghi tham trong bung “anh la trich
tién, khong biét & trén thién cung co tdi gi
ma bi day doa “tran ai” noi ha gidi, khé dén
thé nay, ché véi cdi tai va cai dtic cta anh,
nhat dinh la phai nam c6 thién ha ma vat nga
xuong dat den, cdm khong cho dua nao dugc
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cat dau lén dé€ hit thé cai khong khi danh cho

cac siéu nhan - ma chinh anh la mét”. “D&”
nta di, cac bo! “Do”!

Rugu t6t, d6 nham lai ngon, uéng ca
ngay ca dém khong chan. Nham mai cu kiéu,
tom kho, trdi cdc, budi, xoai va mit chan roi,
ta lai goi “10 tai heo’, bi cuon, hay vai chuc
dong pha lau cham véi “lap chiu chuong”..
Mon nhdu gi cling “ba ché’, ay thé ma bao
nhiéu thi d6 déu khong c6 “ki-16” nao ca doi
v6i mot moén nhau khong tién khodng hau la
kho. Co6 kho di v6i rugu, rugu mdéi thuc la
tuyét da!

Thé thi khong c6 biét kho 1a gi khong,
h&i 6ng ban Bac Ky than mén?

Kho khong phai la mét hinh dung tu,
nhung la mot danh ti; kho la mot bién thé
ché khong phai la mot trang thai; kho 1la mot
thuc t€ ché khong phai la mdt phuong phap.
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Khong c6 mot ngudi nao trong chung ta
dao trén nhiing via he thanh phé Sai Gon
lai khong tting thay nhiing 6ng mat nghiém
nghiém nhu suy nghi rat lung vé thé sy nhan
tinh, nang ly rugu 1én udng va dua cay mot
con tom kém cu kiéu. Con tom do chila mot
hinh thuc ctia kho. N6 la mot thi du rat ng-
heéo nan ma ngudi viét bai nay bat chgt néu
ra, ché thuc ra kho khong phai la mot mon
an, nhung la cd mot hé thong phi nhiéu, gom
nhiing miéng ngon vat la thién hinh van
trang...

Thuc vay, dn céc thi chi cé cdc thoi, dn
luon chi c6 luon thai, dn €ch chi c6 éch thoi.
Nhung dn kho thi la an khong biét bao nhiéu
thu, vi 6 doi nay c6 bao nhiéu sinh cam, gia
suc an dugc thi ttc la c¢6 bay nhiéu kho cho
doi ta. Nhung kho ma dugc ngudi ta thudng
thic, ton thd va qui mén nht, d6 1a kho tom
va kho ca. G day, pham ai da cAm mot co¢
la-ve dua 1én miéng, thdy déu da biét kho



78 1 V&b Béimg

tom; & ngoai Bac, nhiing hom mua dam gio6
béc, ching ta cling da tling duing moén do dé
dua cay, nhung khong cé gi la [am ma ciing
khong... pho cap.

La la kho ca. Cai thud ma ta van goi la ca
mam kho, ban tling ky, tling ta, cai thi ca
mam kho ma moi khi ta qua ngdé Phat Loc,
Hang Mam & Ha Noi, van x6ng ra mot mui
tanh tudi, dén nhtic dau, budn ndn, 6 day da
thanh ra mot moén an rat pho thong, khong
dat tién lam, nhung dugc thudng thic dao
dé la thudng thtic.

Trudc khi cé chién tranh, thudng ngudi
ta chi thay lo tho moét it ngudi dan ba ngdi
dudi cay den ban kho. Tat ca von liéng cta
ho chila mdt cai met trén c6 mot it khé muc,
kho ca dudi, kho ca nhai, kho cd tra, kho ca
man; kéem vao do, moét hon da va mot cai
hda 16 nho nhoé bang dat hay bang mot hop
“bit-quy” trén c6 mot cai “manh” Khach qua
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dudnglén con ghién, kéu motly “baxi d€” hay
mot ly rugu thudc va mot miéng kho. Nguoi
ban hang lay m¢t miéng, tuy theo ngoén tay
anh chi, d€ 1én trén manh sat, nuéng phong
ro6i dat 1én hon da, lay bua dap cho kho giap
mdt. Nhu thé, n6 mém. Khach nhau lay ngén
tay nhon miéng kho, nhai bom bém nhu My
nhai keo cao su, uc mét hoi rugu, roi méc tui
trd tién di thang, khong c6 doi hoi gi hét.

Ay ddy, truée kia, dudi mét toi, nguoi ta
an kho nhu thé day.

Nhung bay gi¢ & Sai Gon than yéu, kinh
té liét giuong liét chiéu, ngudi dan it tién
khong dam tu thudéng nhiing mén nham
sang, toi thay ky nghé an kho tién bo vugt
buc, cung v6i nghé thuat nhau nhet: ngoai
la-ve, ba xi d€, bay gio ngudi ta r nhau uong
bdy muoi hai thu rugu thudc khac nhau,
mudi bon tht rugu manh “16 canh”, rugu cac
ke, bim bip, thi ¢6 nhién kho d€ nham rugu
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cling phai phat trién t6i mdc t6i da ctia no.

Ngudi ta doi thung di ban kho, quay ganh
di ban kho, mé tiém ban kho. Buon khong
biétlam gi, m& mot cdi “ba” cé du cac thi kho
dé chiéu thi hiing cia ngudi ta; ngdi nha hat
cling c6 tré dem kho vao mdoi; quan ca phé
c6 ca nhac va “s0” cling dé€ mdt cai ta kinh
ban kho cham v6i chanh mudi hay 1a tuong
6t. Oi, con néi gi dén céc quan & ngoai 6 nhu
Tan Thuén, L6 O, Xém M4, Pong Qué, Binh
Loi: trén la troi, dudi la kho; trong cu hoa
ca mat, khong biét an thid nao, bo thi nao!

Tuu trung, kho6 c6 thé phan ra lam hai loai
chinh la kho ca va kho thit. Hai loai nay lai
chia ra lam nhiéu phén bo.

Vé loai ca, c6 kho dong va kho bién.
Vé loai thit, c6 kho gia suc va kho da thu.

Kho dong la ca dong phoi kho, nhu kho
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16¢ noi, kho thoi 161, kho tra, kho sat, kho
bong keo... Kho bién la ca bién phai kho,
nhu kho goc, kho khoai, kho néc, kho chim,

kho duoi, kho nuc, khoé nu...

Ai dn kho ca ludn thay ngan thi c6 kho
thit. Kho thit, cing nhu kho c4, chia ra lam
hai loai: loai gia stc va loai da thu. Trong
loai gia suc, c6 kho trau, kho ngua, kho bo...
Ngudi minh khong lam nhiéu kho vit, kho
ga, kho heo nhu “cac chu”, nhung én la miéng
cd kho coc, kho nhai, kho éch, kho luon, kho

chuot...

La miéng hon mdt tang nta la kho da
thu, c6 kho nai, kho beo, kho té, kho khi, kho
cop. Thu kho sau cung nay ban t6i 80 dong
mot ky hoi 1954-1955, dn choi cho la miéng,
cht thuc ra dai cti nhu la chdo rach, ma lai
khai, chdng ra cdi chét gi. Nguoi ta bdo rang
kho nay tri dugc ban trdi, quy gap tram thit
cop tuoi, vién 1é kho thu khi am duong va
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lac phoi kho da lanh dugc nhiéu “tia trong
do, tia ngoai tim” ctia mat troi. Thoi, thi cu
tin di la thuc cho ca lang cing vui. Dung hay
khong dung, cai dé dé€ ha hoéi phan giai. Duy
chi biét rang an cai kho nay, theo 161 cac cu
gia, phai cii thit ga va mang tre; khong thé,
sé sinh ra “doi trong bung”. Co6 1é vi thé it ¢
ngudi ham kho cop.

Kho dudi dn dai khec, dé1én thét 1ay bua
dap cling van dai. Kho thoi 1oi an ba ba ba.
Kho 16c¢ ndi, dn doang vi. Bang vao nhiing
nhan xét ctia ngudi sanh kho thi ngon nhat
1a kho chim, kho goc, kho thiéu, kho khoai,
kho sdt. Gap mot budi chiéu ranh réi, ngoi
& ctia sO trong ra tréi niéc ménh mong, ma
long lai rau rau mot ti, sdu sau mot ti vi nhé
dén ngudi yéu bat ngan may khdi, anh ning
mot ly rugu “doc 4m”, nham mdt miéng kho
lang-trinh nudéng vua chin téi, anh sé cam
thay nhu minh da tra dugc thu d6i. Anh nhai
kho, cho rugu va kho “lién hiép” véi nhau,
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“hoa dong” véi nhau, tao thanh mot vi the
the, ngot ngot; anh sé thay thé la... hét, & doi
khong con gi dang ké niia, “doi da hai minh
thi minh vui véi rugu va kho: dé qua!”

Nhung du la kho tra, kho 16c hay kho
ling trinh; du 1a kho nai, kho cop hay kho
ngua ma nham rugu thi cing khoéng nén
dung mdn. Nhdu, phai dung kho lat. Rugu
tot ma diém mot miéng kho lat vao, méi cam
dugc hét ca cai ngon mui man cta kho, cai
ngon tham thia, cdi ngon chan chua khong
biét bao nhiéu du vi. N6 thom, ma bui, hoi
ngay ngay ma lai man, ma lai ngot nhu nuéc
mam nhi, nhai mai khong biét chan.

C6 ai moét chiéu nao nhan tan trén con
dudng Pasteur, 6 nga ba Lé Loi, c6 thay hang
todan nguoi té tyu & trudc chuia Cha nhu du
moét cudc mét tinh vi dai? Khong, ho khong
phén d6i gi hét ma ciing chang yéu ciu gi
hét. Khiu hiéu ctia ho cang l1én & trong long:
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ho dn, ho udéng, va uong va an d€ lam thoa
man cdi da day nhiéu doi hoi. Cé ngudi diing
an; co ngudi ngoi ghé dn; cé ngudi ngoi & xe
may dau gac chan lén he dé€ an; c6 ngudi ngdi
xOm trén heé dé€ an; lai c6 ngudi ham xe hoi
lai, tho dau ra ngoai kéu an. Ho an gi vay?
An banh tdm; dn bi bun; &n bdnh mi ph4 14u;
dn O¢; dn banh canh gio heo; nhung muon gi
thi gi, mén dugc ngudi ta thudng thic nhiéu
nhat, ndong nhiét nhat va thanh tin nhét van
1a mon du du bao, rudi rat nhiéu dam 6t 1én
trén.

O cai dit quanh nim ning chéi nhu day,
tang ngudi ta nhiét lam, long luc nao ciing
cl x40t nhu cao: an cdi mon ay vao mat rugt.
Cac 6ng ua qua, ma cac ba cac co lai ua hon;
an mot dia ro6i lai mudn an dia th hai, tha
ba... tht sau... Chinh t6i da thay c6 mét ba an
choi so so mot lic sdu dia nhu thé roi xuyt
xuyt xoa x0a, chay cd nudc mat nudc miii ma
c6 vé nhu van con thém an nita. O, cdi mén
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du du bao, tron dam 6t do 1a gi vay? - Thua,
dé la kho bo. Bu du bao, trén ddt may miéng
kho bo, tudi gidm 6t roi rac may la ngo 1én
trén... do, chi gian di c6 thé thoi, vay ma an
vao... phdi biét! Ngon chét ngudi di dugc!

Toi gian lam sao cai kho bo, ché héa than
tinh nhu thé, an vao da la miéng, lai lanh
(tuy c6 vé hoi do chut xiu!), ma ¢ lam sao
trong bao nhiéu nam troi, ngudi ta khong
nghi khuéch truong mén dé, ché ra du du
bao, pha giam 6t va tron v6i kho cd, kho nai,
kho heo riing? Chua bié€t chting ché héa kho
thanh m¢t mén nhu thé, an con ngon hon
ntia, va ngudi nao xung phong lam cac loai
kho ngam gidm 6t nhu thé sé hoa ra “vua
kho déng hop” theo van héa do hop cua My,
chua biét chiing...

Trong khi ché dgi ngay vinh quang do,
kho hay tam song cdi d6i song chat hep trong
pham vi qudc ndi. Ngoai viéc dung nhau nhet,
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kho con dugc ngudi ta dung lam cdc mén én
khac, tuy la d€ xai hang ngay, nhung ltc nao
cling tao ra dugc nhiing mui vi mdi, la hon.
Mo6i mén ngon mot cach, cling nhu méi c6
gai xinh mot vé, biét k€ mén nao trude, moén
nao sau bay gio?!

bac biét Sai Gon, c¢6 1€ la mén gdi. Co
muon dung goi kho sit, goi lang trinh hay
gbi cd nudc, ca lo? Xin tuy s& thich. Mién
la trudc khi an, phai stia soan cho du gia vi,
thiéu mot thu thi kém ngon ngay. Dua leo,
dao 16n hot, rau ram, thit ba chi, xoai song;
mady thd do dat vao trong mot miéng banh
trang da nhdng san vao nudc cho mém; &
gitia dit may miéng kho dling mong, diing
day, khong to, khong nho; thé réi cudn tat
ca lai, chdm that dam gidm 6t, viia chua viia
man, hoi cay hoi ngot. Cha, mat ruot lam
sao! C9 ai s¢g banh trang va dao 1on hot dn
day, c6 thé dung gian di di mot chdat ma van
thay «thu vi to»: an kho véi rau di€p ca, gia
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thém vai khoanh tring ludc, ruéi tuong tron
ddau phong ghién nho, pha thém chut gidm
va diém vai nhanh toi.

Gian di hon mot buc niia 1a xoai tugng
thai tiing lat nhé kep v6i mot miéng kho an.
C6 lé dn nhu thé dé to rang riéng kho ciing
da ngon qud mat rdi, khong can phai thém
gia vi lam gi cho phién phtc, nhung danh
vay, an nhu thé cling chua to dugc cai ngon
“ddc 1ap” cua kho bang nhiing 6ng 6 Hau Gi-
ang, budi sang, thap mot ngon den dau lén
uéng nudc tra, viia udng nudc, viia nham
kho bom bém...

An nhu thé 1a dn theo kiéu «b6én mén
an choi» cta TAu. An nhu thé v6i com ciing
dugc di, nhung khong may thu. Muo6n cho
ngon thi nén xat kho ra cho vao td, chung
1én v6i m&, gia thém ct hanh va dudng; chin
tGi, bac ra an véi rau song, chuoi xanh; com
néng véi kho chién viia vén «dn thung bat
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chi thinh». Ngudi Diic, ngudi Nhat an thit,
an ca van thuong cho dudng vao nhu thé day
va bao giau chat po-ro-tit va li-pit lam.

Ai cho thé1a lg thi nau kiéu xiém lo: kho
rta sach, tha vao nudc soi, dun, roéi cho con
mé nhom bap chudi, bo rau om, ngo, chua,
1a qué, dgi chin thi bac ra an, nhu kiéu ca om
vGi ddu van & Bac: ngon qua x4, c6 phai thé
khong, c6?

Bén ngon dén md, trong gian nha nho,
vg béi thém mot chén com ntia cho chong:

Com trang an véi kho khoai,
Chong hoa vg thudn, dn hoai quén no
Cu gi phai an vay, yén, bao ngu, gan huou,
tong cu. Cu gi phai an bi-tét, lang-gut bé 1o,
ga siia, “cana 0sitong’, “catsulé medong” mai
dugc.
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Vao khoang thing bady, thang tdm, &
mién Nam nudc Viét thudng hay co6 bao rét:
ty nhién tréi duong ning bong sa sdim han
xuong, roi gio, roi mua, rdi vita mua viia gio,
nhu dé ctia, d6 nha dén noi.

Gép nhiing budi gié tham mua sdu nhu
thé, ha buc chau liém xudéng ma vdn ngon
dén hong 1én, c6 thung thing ké cho chong
nghe cach lam kho & “trong nay” thi biia dn
cang noi vi:

— Lam cai kho nay ciing cong phu lam,
anh a. V€ kho dong, khong c6 gila lam, ciing
nhu kho thit vay; nhung lam dugc cai kho
bién, qud 1a tt cong phu. O, hdm nao ranh,
vg chong minh vé Rach Gia tham ngoai, em
sé dua anh di xem lam kho bién, vui dao dé.

“Mot budi chiéu kia, ding trén bo bién
trong ra mudn trung may nudc, anh sé thay
c6é nhiing doan thuyén 16n, nho tién vao
trong bén, y nhu nhiing thuyén mo trong bai
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hat giao duyén.

“Do la nhiing thuyén danh cd & xa vé.
Thuong thudng, thuyén nao ciing day nhdéc
ca. Em la con nha ngheo, sinh dé trén song
nudéc, nén lic nhd khong céd ngay nao em
khong c6 mat lac cac thuyén danh ca tré ve,
dé chuyén ca lén bo gitp ngudi ta l1dy bia dn
va mot ca vé cho gia dinh dung dé khé.

“0 mién duyén hai, rau ci thiéu thén,
nguoi ta hang ngay chi song rong véi ca thi
troi thuong, bién lic nao ciing thiia ca dé
nudi ngudi, cling nhu me hién luc nao ciing
cd stia cho con bu. Thai thi du cac phén loai,
cac hinh thtc, cac kich thudc, khong thé nao
tudng tuong dugc: cd ca cua, co6 ca dién, co
ca su, cd ca 1ép, lai c6 thu cd ngudi - bdi vi
mat mii nd y hét ngudi ta vay...

— Ua, c6 ca nguidi? VAy ra ngudi ta khong
danh Itia anh sao?
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— Anh néi gi? Ai danh Itia anh va danh
Itia gi vay?

— Phaj, anh ta ct tuéng la ngudi ta ddnh
Itia... Nguoi ta day 1a mot nha van Y tén 1a
Curzio Malaparte.

— Anh néi gi, em khong hiéu.

— Em cu yén, dé anh k& dau dudi cau
chuyén cho ma nghe. Ho6i con & bung ngoai
Bac, anh ¢6 doc mot cuon hoi ky nhan dé la
«Lan da» (La peau) ctia nha van si ndi trén,
trong c6 chting muoi lam ky niém dién ra hoi
thé chién thu nhi két thac, quan doéi Dong
minh dén gidi phong cho nudc Y bi «cha dap
dudi got cua doc tai phat xit Mussolini». Dai
dién cho Dong minh luc ay c¢6 ba vi anh hung
ghé gém: Roosevelt, Staline va Churchill.

Duoc cai han hanh doc nhét vo nhi trén
ddila dugc tam anh dén viéng tham dé danh
d4u ngay gidi phong cho dan toc Y, tin chanh



92 1 VB Béng

pht Y do Déng minh chi dinh ngdm mac dau
tan tdc xdc xo vi bom gidi phong ctia Dong
minh, mdc dau kiét qué khong con da com
ma dn, di 40 ma mdc, mac dau xdc nguoi
van con chit ddong 1én & ngoai dudng vi dugc
xe tang gidi phong de 1én bep di nhu to giay,
cling c6 gang treo den két hoa, 14y hoi tan ra
hét 1én nhiing khau hiéu «DPong minh muon
nam! Quan ddi gidi phong mudn nam!»

— Anh cang ndi, em lai cang khong hiéu.

— Thi anh da néi hét dau! Tan chinh phu
Y, luc 4y qua la s6ng trong cdi chét, nhung
ct phai theo ding nghi 1€ van minh, t6 chtic
mot blia tiéc sang trong dé€ thét cac vi anh
hung gidi phong cho nuéc Y ding thuong.
Nhung muén cho bia tiéc sang trong, lay
gi ra d€ mdi an bay gi¢? Sau mot cudc thao
luan kéo dai mot budi chiéu va moét ntia dém,
cdc nha tan hitu trach Y quyét dinh: nuée Y,
dén khi dugc giai phong, khong con mot cai
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c6c kho gi ca, trit mot hai hoc vién nuoi toan
cac giong ca qui ky niém ctia cac Tong thong
My, Thu tu6ng Anh, Phap, Nga... luc Y con l1a
dong minh cua ho.

Cé4c nha hitu trach Y bén cho bat mot it
ca quy nhat trong hai hoc vién dé 1am tiéc dai
cac vi anh huing gidi phéng. Sau may mon dn
choi, nha bép bung ra mdt cai dia to bang
mot cdi giudng tré con, hinh bau duc, do hai
nguoi khiéng lé mé. Pia trang bong, chung
quanh 1a hanh 14, 6t, rau cai bay my thuat
nhu [a mot tham co xanh. Hai ngudi trinh
trong ddt 1én ban. Quan khach liém moéi vi
moén an hida hen. O gitia dia c6 mot con ca
rat to. Moi ngudi giuong mat 1én chua kip
nhin thi & dau ban, mot ba ngusi My, bi thu
cta Tong thong Roosevelt hét 1én mot tiéng
roi ngat xiu trén ban tiéc. Moi nguoi do x6
lai cttu. Dén khi ba My kia tinh lai thi ba chi
gio tay ra hiéu khong néi dugc. Sau mai, hoi
ra md&i biét 1a ba sg... ba kinh tém... ba gém
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ghiéc cdi con ca quy ma tan chanh phu Y da
trinh trong lam thit d€ moi dong minh xoi.
«Cét ngay di... toi khong thé trong thay con
ca nay dau... chinh la ngudi ta da lam thit
ngudi cho ching ta dn... thit mét dia con gai
nho... Phai, khong phai la ca... day chinh la
mot dua con gai nhov.

Malaparte, cling ngdi du btia tiéc lich su
ay, lé phép diing ddy trinh bay:

— Thua qui vi, thua qui ba, to6i nhat dinh
day 1a con cd. Chung t6i goi né6 la cad nguoi
(nhan ngu). N6 la con cd quy nhat trong hai
hoc vién ctia nudc chung t6i. Nudc chung
toi trdi qua mot cudc chién tranh nho ban,
thuc quad khong con gi hét, chi con c6 con
ca nay la qui nhat nén chung t6i tdm thanh
dem lam thit dé thét cac ngai la nhiing vi anh
hung lich st da dem bom dan dén diét phat
xit d€ giai phong cho dat nudc khon nan cta
chung t6i... Xin mdi cdc ngai xoi thu...
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Ba bi thu ngudi My giay 1én day day: -

Khong, nhut dinh khong. bay khong
phai la con cd. Day chinh la ngudi, mot dua
bé con ma ho giét thit d€ mai chung ta an.

Muén giai thich cach gi cling khong thé
dugc, nha van Malaparte bén dé nghi dem
viit di cho nguoi dan Y bi d6i khé vi chién
tranh ldy ma dn, nhung ba bi thu My ciing
van khong chiu: ba bat phai [am mot cai
nghia dia d€ chon con ca.

Nha van Malaparte cu6i ma nudc mat
chay rong rong, chap tay lai thua lén:

— Thua qui ba, thua qui vi, dén giai
phdéng nudc chung toi, qui vi khong tu biét
la vo tinh da dem dén cho chuing t6i mot
bai hoc: qui vi nhan dao khong dé dau cho
hét, qui vi thuong ngusi khong dé dau cho
hét, hon thé lai thuong ca dén con cd niia,
va muon ching t6i lam mot cai nghia dia dé
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chon ca cho mo yén ma dep. Chung toi rat
tham thia vé bai hoc nhan dao 4y, nhung kia
kia, cac ngai nhin qua ctia s6 ra ngoai dudng
ma xem: nha ctia bi san bang, xac nguoi
chat dong khong ai chon cat, con cho ciing
nhu con ngudi déu doi tro xuong; chung toi
song khong c6 miéng com cho vao miéng,
chét khong c6 mdt manh dat d€ chon, thé thi
con dao dau ra tién d€ 1am mot cai nghia dia
chon c4, theo tinh thin siéu dang ctia ngudi
MY vdn minh, giau cé va day moét tam long
nhan dao?

Ay d6, cau chuyén chi c6 thé thoi. Nhiéu
lac anh da mudn quén di, khong ngé hom
nay em nhac dén cdi giong ca ngudi thanh
thu lai phai nhé lai va tu héi: «Vay ra nguoi
ta khong ddnh ltia anh sao?»

Nguyén do la vi doc cau chuyén trén cta
van hao Malaparte, hon hai muci ndm, nay
anh van yén tri la Malaparte néi dua va bia
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ra cdu chuyén «nhan ngu» d€ noi x6 cac vi
anh hiing gidi phong cho nudc Y... Ai ngo lai
that... Ma ngay & nudc ta cling c6 giong ca
ngudi... Thé thi & nudc Y ngudi ta giét con ca
nguoi lam thit maéi chu méi, ngudi My nhan
dao khong chiu dn thit con ca nguai, bat lam
nghia dia dé chon, con & nudc ta, nguoi ta
dem cd ngudi ra lam gi?

— Oi chao, c4 ngudi, ca dién, ca thu, ca
1ép, ca su, ca gi thi cing dem can ngay tai
thuyén dé ché di ban ¢ khap cac noi trong
nudc va xuat cang. Nhung mudn ban bao
nhiéu di ntia thi ca van cti la thtia mda, thanh
ra ngudi ta phai tim cach lam mam, lam kho.
Chi c6 kho mdi giti dugc lau thoi.

«Ca & cac thuyén boc 1én duge chég vé
vuya; tai day, c6 nhiing ngudi dan ba chuyén
mon ngoi xé cd ra, bo rudt roi rita bang nude
bién chat 1én ca dong nhu la nui vay.
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«Sang hom sau, cd d6 dugc dem ra phoi
trén nhiing gian tre & bai bién thanh nhiing
hang dai tam tap, c6 khi t6i mot cay s6, hoac
treo 1én cho t6i khi viia biing thi dem xudng
ria di, roi xat muoi, phoi niia, phdi ky cho
bao gio kho teo di mdi chiu thoi. Rua nudc
roi phoi nhu thé la dé cho cd mém, ché mé
ca xong ma cho vao thung théng ngay, ngam
muoi mot vai dém réi phoi 1én ba bon nang,
kho sé cting nhac nhu d4, dn khong cédn than,
c6 thé gay rang luon».

Toi von khong phai la ngudi va cd. Dén
tan lac 16n 1én, toi tip mai mdéi biét dn cha ca;
ngoai ra ca kho, ca ran, ca chung hay canh ca
nau véi rau cai bd may lat gling, t6i dn khong
chiu, chi bédi 1€ c6 thanh kién ca tanh, nhatla
ca man, ca mam thi t6i s¢ qua.

Vay ma moét hom Kkia, toi da liéu an kho.
b6 la mot budi sang muia thu. O Lai Thiéu,
mot c6 ban va toéi nam trong mot vuon mang
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ndm ngtia mat 1én trdi xem may bay roi chgt
ngt luc nao khong biét. Dén luc tinh day thi
trdi da x€ trua, bung doéi, ma chung quanh
khong c6 hang quan, hang qua nao hét. Nhan
cau chuyén noi choi, 6ng cht viion dem dén
cho ching t6i hai bat com ngudi, moéi bat cd
dé mdt miéng kho ca lép.

Lac d6, vuon vang tanh, & ngoai kia troi
nang chdi. Chung t6i bung bat 1én an thay
ngon khong biét chiing nao. Tu luc bay gio
toi m6i biét rang com néng dn véi kho da
ngon qua di roi, nhung an kho v6i com nguoi
lai cang ngon vugt muc, ngon khong thé nao
ndi xué. Va cling tt do to6i méi hiéu tai sao cd
nhiing c6 con gai Bac, «& ngodi» thi khong
an dugc cd mam, ca man ma vao dén trong
nay lai nghién kho, moéi thang ba muai ngay
thi ca ba muoi ngay chi an com véi kho thoi
cling cti ngon di.
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Su thay doi ky la do, hién gid t6i van con
dang tim hiéu. Trong khi chua biét két luén
ra sao, toi chi bi€t cuoi khi luc thay ma con
Chau, con Khuong, con Giao sudt ngay de
doa ld con, tho c6 dong nao thi lai1én ra chg
mua khd bo, kho muc... vé d€ an véi nhau
mot cach vo cung thich thu. Céc cai chu Ba
Tau lam tién that tai tinh. Mot miéng kho ti
xiu, chi bang cai moéng tay, dem gdi vao mdt
cai tui nhé ngoai dé nhan hiéu «Hai con voi»
«Ba con chu¢t»... ban mot dong, tinh ra dat
vang trdi, ay thé ma tré con cd mua nuém
nugp sudt ngay. Thay thé, ong My ciing lam
kho goi vao gidy bac, trong khoa hoc khong
chiu dugc, r6i dén 6ng Ma Lai A, 6ng Dai
Han, 6ng Nhuyt Bon déu c6 kho goi gidy tung
ra thi trudng, dn do tién cta tré con moi ndm

khong it.

— Ct gi tré con! Minh mang tré cho cé
1¢, ct chinh minh dn kho goéi gidy cling mé...
Nay khong biét ngoai quoc ho cho thém cai
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chit gi vao khé ma né lai ngon khac han «kho
chan phuong» cia ngudi minh thé nhi?

Chong khong biét tra 16i vg ra sao. Ca
hai cung nhin nhau, khong néi va hinh nhu
c6 mot luc ca hai cing nhé lai c6 mét buoi
sang mua thu nao do, trong mdt cdi vuon
mang & Lai Thiéu, cd mot ngudi dan ong va
mot nguoi dan ba - luc 4y con la ban - cung
ngodi trén mot cai chi€u trai dudi dat &n com
nguoi voi kho.

— An kho ngon dén nhu thé ma cim tré
no6 an, phai toi.
Vo cudi va bao:

— Néu khong c6 bita khé hom do, sao ma
cd 1 tré ngay nay, minh nhi?

Trang Viing Tau sau biéng biéc, nudc
Viing Tau dém dén dang lén, dap 1 udp vao
bd, nghe thé thiét nhu bai hat ru xt Quang.
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Thinh thodng vé nghi mat 6 mién duyén
hdi nay, hai vo chong mé ctia nhin ra troi
nudc, cé lan thay niém huong y nhac dang
1én & trong long lai mudn cing nhau gay lai
khuac dan ¢t ngay nao, trong mot viidén mang
¢ Lai Thiéu, hai dia dn hai chén com nguoi
v6i kho roi ngt trén bai cd c¢6 nhiéu bong
mat.

Nhung ngudi vg dén ntia dém gan sang
lai lac dau khong chiu nghe 16i chong. La vi
ntia dém vé sang, c6 nhiing lin chép 1de 1én
& chan trdi, roi trang lan, rdi gidé 16n noi 1én:
ay 1a mua nguon, ay la chép bé...

Nguoi vg khé néi vao tai chong, nhu thé
sg c0 ai nghe thay cau chuyén long ma cudi

chéng:

— Anh 0i, quén lam sao dugc budi sang
mua thu nam ay, hai dda minh con son tré,
dn com v6i khdé ma ngon nhu an vay an
yén... Miéng kho siét chat an tinh cua em
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lai v6i anh... nhung c¢6 nhiing budi that 1a
ky la... An kho ngon qué, em nghi xa nghi
gan... va khong hiéu lam sao c6 mdt vai luc
em thdy sg... nhat la nhiing hom c6 chép bé
mua nguon nhu dém nay... Em thay long xon
xang, anh a, vi em nghi... em nghi khong biét
nhiing thuyén danh ca & bién dé€ vé lam kho
thi gdp bao t6 nhu thé nay, ho biét tranh vao
dau... Em nghi... phai anh a, em nghi rang
miéng kho lam cho ta dan vao mat ruét ha
long... nhung ciing rat cé thé vi miéng kho
ma c6 nhiing gia dinh tan tdc, vg chong tu
biét sanh ly...

O 0, chinh vao cii nay day, anh a, vo
chong minh nhan mot ngay bao rét diu hiu
ngbi quan quit v6i nhau d€ &n mot biia kho
ngon lanh thi dén chai mién bé thuong lai lo
s0, mat dn mat nga vi do cling la ¢l tréi mua
bao, nhiing ngudi di bién thuong dé lam moi
cho ca... Mot tiéng chim kéu khac khoai khac
thudng, mot gidng troi hoi la, mot ngon giod
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xoay chiéu - phai, chi ¢ thé thoi ma lam khi
c6 thé lam cho bao nhiéu ngudi G é nét mat,
lo s¢ mot thién tai xay dén.

Ay 1a nhiing ngudi 6 nha lo cho ké ra di,
khong biét song chét ra sao va chi con biét
chap tay lai ma cau Troi khan Phéat phu ho
cho chong con ho di dén noi, vé dén chon,
khdi phai chén xdc vao miéng kinh nghé noi
bién ca.

Oi! Oi nhiing ngudi thanh tha, cé bao
gio nghi t6i nhiing ké mang thé noa ra danh
bac véi trung duong dé cudp cua Long viong
mot ltia ca dem vé ban tuoi hay lam kho, cho
chung ta ngdi thudng thiic canh con khon,
vg dep?






