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Lac Thu Trong Ddi

B JI €u c6 mot tran dau quodc té€ vé

mon “mat chugc”, Viét Nam la
vO dich! Nhé lai ndm xua, may ai con
nhé minh da miing Xuan At Mio 1975
nhu thé nao? Néu hoi tudng thi Nguyén
dan ndm d¢ 1a cai Tét vui bat thuong. Vi
sau day ma mot chuoi dai tai bién....

Hinh nhu nudc ta c6 cdi nghi¢p gi
dé véi cac ndm Maéo va Thin, con dang
chu y hon ky vong “Than Dau nién lai
kién thai binh” nhu 161 sam Trang Trinh.
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Trong hoan canh 4y, chi bang néi qua
chuyén khac, v& mot cai thu “khong
giong ai” ctia ngudi Viét minh. Cai thu
choi “mat chugc”

Ngudi viét bai nay con nhé canh mat
chugc sau cung tai tu gia ¢ Sai Gon, khi
bo doi dd nuém nugp ngoai pho. Cung
ky gid L6 Réng la nha van Phan Lac Phuc
va danh ca Anh Ngoc, ching t6i c6 tran
danh dé chia tay, khong biét mai nay roi
sé ra sao. At Mo d4y. Phan Lac Phuc la
nguoi 6n hoa nha nhdn ngoai doi, mavao
ban mat chugc thi danh rat ac, cha khac
gi Tay BDoc Duy Trac. Con Anh Ngoc thi
luén luon phong luu ma thugng, ké ca
khi danh bai, chi trt khi gat vg.....
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Qua la khong giong ai...

Dudéng Chan nay hoc mat chugc tu
than phu. Ong cu lai thu gido ci th tao
nha dy tii mot 6ng thay... Tay. Day la mot
vién ky su tu truong Polytechnique noéi
tiéng ctia Phap, da tling tham gia khang
chién trong luc lugng tng hd Tudng
de Gaulle tai Boéng Duong, dén do tim
dudng bo tu Ha Noi qua Van Nam moc
noéi véi cac luc lugng chdng Nhat! Phai
chang ong Tay d6 hoc mat chugc tu bén
Tau, gitia nhiing tai bién cta thaoi sy sdu
bay chuc nam vé trudc?

Chung ta déu biét mat chugc la thu
choi co - trude khi thanh ¢& bac - do
ngudi Hoa phat minh ra. Ho goi do la
“ma tudc” - xoa chim sé - hay “ma tuéng”
néu noéi theo Quan thoai. C6 chuyén xoa
chim vi cay “nhat sach” vé hinh con chim.
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Nhiéu ngudi dodan mon giai tri nay
xudt hién vao cuoi thé ky 19, c6 khi tu
loai bai “ma diéu” hay “diép ti” véi tling
la bai mdng, trudc khi khac thanh tting
quan bai vuéng bang nga, bang sting hay
bdang nhya nhu ching ta biét sau nay.

Chi ti€t dang nhd la khi tro choi xuat
hién bén Tau thi cling la lic thuc déan
Phap tan cong nudc ta! Chi tiét ly ky khac
1a khi “mat chugc” dugc Hoa Ky nhac
dén lan dau, vao nam 1895, thi day 1a lac
quan Dinh nguyén Phan Dinh Phung
phat c6 Can Vuong chdng Phap! Cudn
“Rules of Mah-Jongg” - “hong thu” dau
tién day dan My choi mat chugc - la do
ong Joseph Park Babcock xuat ban nam
1920. Hoi mat chugc dau tién dugc lap
ra tai My la vao ndm 1937...

Néu tim hiéu, minh c6 thé biét rang
mat chugc da qua Nhat, qua Anh qua My,
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da phét trién tai Pong Nam A. Thé gidi
cd nhiéu hiép hdi mat chugc, hang nam
to chtic tranh gidi quéc té€ & nhiéu noi.
Nhung minh lai khong biét 1a dén ta bat
dau choi mat chugc tu luc nao! Chi co
thé doan rdang ddy la tha tiéu khién cua
thanh phan thi dan kha gia & thanh phg,

tap trung tai mién Bac va mién Trung.

Va sau dé mat chugc Bac ky da di cu
vao Nam tli Geneve 1954. Roi cling dan
choi mién Trung phat trién cai thu tiéu
khién nay trong Nam tii nam 1954 dén
1975 - thi méi vugt bién.

Trong khi &y, mén mat chugc bi cAm
tai Hoa luc tti nam 1949. Da 1a c6 bag, lai
cd xuat xd phong kién, thi qua la thi€u
dao dic cach mang. Ciing vi thé ma mén
choi nay, hay ca tha hat 4 dao va nhiéu
chuyén khac, cing thanh quoc cam &
mién Bac nudc ta.
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ROi khi cd nuéc dugc thong nhat
vao mot nam Thin, 1976, mat chugc tiéu
vong ludn.

Than hodc néu con thi dugc nhét...
“sourdine” cho khdi gay on ao véi tiéng
xo0a dé bi phudng khom phat hién. Tai Sai
Gon, ngudi ghién mat chugc phai ham
thanh bang cach nhét quan bai nhua vao
Ong nudc plastic trong veo. Nhiéu khé
vat va lam, khi ca nuéc dang dugc cai tao
dé tién nhanh tién manh tién viing chac
1én xa hdi cht nghia.

Trong trai tu cdi tao, anh em c6 nguoi
14y go déo thanh quan bai... cho d& nhé.
Choi lam sao va vui thu gi trong canh tu
day kham kho ay?

Nhung khi mat chugc tiéu vong &
trong nudc thi no lai luu vong ra ngoai.
N6 hoéi sinh khd cham nh6 doan ngudi
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ty nan dau tién quang bi xudng dat lam
lai cudc doi noi xi la. Dan da r6i tha
choi mat chugc mdi tai xuat giang ho khi
thé hé ty nan dau tién da tam an cu lac
nghiép.

Mot s6 rat nhd con giti lai dugce co
bai nguyén thuy, nay c6 thé coi la do
cO it ai xai; ngay xua & nha, ngudi sanh
diéu chi choi loai bai nay, bang nhya déc
mau trang, do thg Tau tai Chg Lén khac
kham v&i nghé thuét tinh xdo hon hin
cac ¢ bai xanh ri nhu miéng banh da
heo dugc ché tao tai Huong Cang. Ngay
nay nhting c6 bai quy bau 4y chi con la
ky niém. Vi tai hdi ngoai, dan ta da cai
tién nghé thuat véi rat nhiéu bé khung
mai.

Tl nguyén thay, mat chugc 1a tha
choi c& gitia bon ngudi, hoa hoan lam
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mdéi la ba ngudi, nam ngudi hay sdu
nguoi.

Tu nguyén thuy, ca co bai thuong cé
136 quan.

Chu lyc thi c¢6 108 quan chia lam ba
mau, ba loai, ba hang, goi la “van”, “sach’,
“van” - dan ta dung chi ctia “t6 tom” hay
“bat” d€ goi vay, chu ngucsi Tau goi hoi
khac.

Trong ba mau dd, mdi mau cé bon
quan theo thu tu ti mot dén chin, goi
theo Han Viét tu “nhat dén ctiu”, vi chi
1a 36 nhan ba. Ngoai ra thi c6 28 cay “tai
phao” gom c6 bon huéng Doéng, Nam,
Tay, Bac - theo th ty d6 - va ba cay “tam
nguyén” la Hong Trung, Phat Tai, Bach
Ban, moi loai ¢6 bon cay.
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A hé! Nhi thap bét td (28) cing mot
tram 1é tdm (108) hao kiét nhu trong
truyén Thuy Hu vay!

Nghé thuat giao dau la trong 13 cay
bai trén tay thildy vao mot cay thé nao dé
sé6m dugc 14 quan bai tron. Chua thanh
thi phai danh ra mot cay, sao cho ngudi
khac dn khong n6i. Thanh cong thi “0”, la
phai c6 bon “phu” va déi “mat”. Moi phu
ma cé ba quan gidng nhau véi d6i mat
thi goi la “tui tui” hay do6i doi, thi du nhu
vGi ba cay ngii sach, ba cay dong, ba cay
cliu van, ba cay nhat van va d6i mat hai
cay td van. Phu bai cling cé thé néi theo
thu ty goi la “phinh” gom nhiing suét
hay “suite”, nhu “tam td ngt van’, “that
bét cliu van”.. Con déi “mat 1a” mét cap
giong nhau, nhu hai cay “phat x6i”, hay
hai cay “td sach’..
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bugc vay thi goi la “0” Tudng rang
da u ma lai tinh sai thi goi 1a “0 bao!”
va thay vi dugc tién thi phai dén tién.
Chuyén nhdp mon ay, doc gia da mé mat
chugc thi coi la nham - xin 16i vdy. Nguoi
chua biét thi chi thdy nhtic mat!

Nguoi Trung Hoa cling nghi ra cach
tinh thém diém bdng hai bd “hoa’, la
loai quan bai khong giup gi cho hy vong
thanh bai nhu vitta néi nhung cho bai u
dugc thém diém. Ho dat tén hoa nhu “ta
quy” 1a b6n mua Xuan Ha Thu Dong hay
“tu binh” Mai Lan Cuc Truc, cti theo thu
ty do ti mot bon cua vi tri tling ngudi
ma thém mot diém khi u.

Vi vay, c0 bai nguyén thay - va cach
choi pho bién nhat tai Trung Hoa, Nhat
Ban, Hoa Ky va khd nhiéu nudc khac -
gom c6 28+108+8 la 144 quén bai. Khi
choi thi xép thanh bén tu, méi tu 36 cay
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1a bon cdp 18, nhu bon khung thanh trén
mot cdi ban vuong...

Rat gai Thuong Hai, hay la chuyén

nhat hoang canh (chting) tu hau?

Khong biét 1a tu bao gid, cd thé tu
dau thé ky 20 khi mat chugc vao dén
nudc ta, ngudi Viét minh da... “vudn cit
thém hoa”
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D6 1a bay thém hai bd hoa ntia dé
tang kha ndng tinh diém u cho cao hon.
Vi vdy, c6 bai c6 thém hai by hoa. Thong
thudng la hai by “hoang” hay “hau”
Nhiéu co tinh vi va nghé thuit hon thi
c6 bo “tti bao” 1a bén quan c6 hinh “cam-
ky-thi-hoa”, hodc “ngu-tiéu-canh-doc”
Hinh cay dan, ban cg, cudn tho hay buc
tranh, hodc hinh ngudi di cau, don cui,
cay ruong va doc sach, dugc cham tré rat
dep theo 16i tranh c6.

Nhung 4o di¢u hon thé 1a nhiing cay
“khung”, loai quan bai c6 dac tinh la thay
cho nhiéu quén bai khac.

Trudc hét la bo khung chii xanh, c6
bdn cay doc theo thi tu 1a “Tong, Thing,
Sooc, Man”,

Cay “Tong” la cao quy nhit trong
co bai vi c6 thé thay cho ngan 4y quan
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tai phao ctia bon huéng boéng Nam Tay
Bac, hay “tam nguyén” la Trung, Phat va
Bach, va ba mau chinh ctia ¢6 bai la Van,
Sach hay Van. Con ba cay Thung, Sooc va
Man, thi moéi cdy chi thay dugc cho mot
hang, Thung hay “dong” thay cho hang
Vian, Sooc hay “sach” thay cho hang Sach,
va Man, la “van” thay cho hang “van”.

K& dola b khung viét chii do, nén goi
la khung d6” gobm c6 Hoa, Hy, Nguyén,
Hop.

Hoa la cay Dai hoa, ai b6c dugc cling
ha xuéng d€ dugc thém hai diém du ngoi
bét cu ctia nao. Cay Hy thi thay cho bon
mua, cady Nguyén thay cho Trung, Phat
hay Bach. Va cay Hop thay cho ca ba
hang vdn sach van.... vé€ gia tri bién hoa
thi chi thua cay Tong.
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Nh& c6 thém khung, ngudi boc dugc
quan bai cé thém xac suét thanh bai. Néu
khong giti khung trong bai dé dé u thi ta
c6 thé ha xudng, nga ra trudc mat, thi
duogc tinh thém diém, néu U, diém cao
hay thép la ty cho ngoi va ha trude hay
sau.

Can nhac viéc git hay khong la ca
mot nghé thuat!

Vil6i cai tién d6 ctia Viét Nam, co bai
nguyén thuy 144 cay thong dung nhat lai
trd thanh dao quéan 160 tinh hoa thién
dia. Do la loai bai “céd mot bo khung” rat
ddc biét ctia Viét Nam thoi xua.

Thai sau, khi da luu vong, dan choi
mat chugc hoc dugc phép “yéu cudng
song voi” cua xu la ma bay thém mot
b6 khung thu hai, khac véi b trude 6
dudng vién. Phép tinh “combination”
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gia tang gap boéi va gia tri cling thé, néu
ngudi ta ha khung dé tinh diém.

Thé r6i, thtia thang x6ng lén, dan
choi con gia tang do sat phat véi ba bo
khung, tham chi “ba b khung rusi” véi
cay “nhi khau” c6 thé thay ca tam nguyén
lan td hudng....

Ngay nay, khong con may ai danh
bai mot bd khung nhu Sai Gon thai xua,
bai ba b khung tré thanh pho bién hon
cd, phod bién dén do Hong Kong san xuit
riéng nhiing ¢6 bai nhu vy cho ngudi
Viét.

Ngoi vao ban mat chugc thoi nay,
Dudng Chan nay thdy hoa mat choang
dau vi day khung xanh dé! Chua biét
tinh sao thi nha kia da nga ra u! “Mun
cun” sau phan 1a dé, chd “dap mun” hay
“trip mun’, 12 hay 18 phdn, méi ding



22 1 Duiing Gt

mat anh hao..... Chuyén vuia dung bai lén
ma “thién U” hay “dia u” ngay xua cé khi
la han hiiu, vai nam mé&i dugec mot lan,
ngay nay da la thudng tinh trong mot

WK R »
t

Ngudingoai quoc ma choi mat chugc
vGi dén ta theo kiéu hién dai nay thi ho
chi con biét khoc, vi chua kip hiéu gi da
rach tui, sach mat mot “ca vo’..

Nhin lai tién trinh phét trién va bién
héa cia moén mat chugc, ching ta déy
trudc hét dén ngdn ngii. Dan choi mat
chugc dung ca tiéng Ta, tiéng Tau va...
tiéng Tay!

“Coong xudng phd” la phién am tu
“giang thugng hoa’, hoa bdc trén song,
noi theo tiéng Tau. Mot “cave” hay “war
chess” la von liéng ban dau cua moi
nguoi, ti vai chuc dén vai tram dong. Bi
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sach von thi goi 1a “décavé” hay “dé ca
véch’, la gbc ti€éng Tay! Khi minh U ma
toan do boc lay chu khong an quan bai
nao ctia ngudi khac thi goi la “bat cau
nhan” - bat cdu nhan - lai mot tiéng Tau.
Bai toan cau nhan, vi nhd an cta thién
ha tii dau dén cuoi thi goi la “ta tu ve’,
“tout ouvert”! Néu u bang 14 ciy bai c6
by cdp thi goi la “pe pe’, ti chit “paire”
cua Tay!

Giai Mat Chugc Au Chau dau tién,
t0 chiic tai Hoa Lan nam 2005.
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Nhiéu lam, nhting cht nghia ky quai
nhu vay! Dan ta da Viét hoa moét thu tiéu
khién goc Tau, ma Viét hoa qua kiéu an
noi rat Tay, va biét dau chiing rat My sau
nay!

Chung ta tiép nhdn va cai tién tinh
hoa ctia thién ha, d€ ma choi, ma noi! Cé
1€ quy vi sanh diéu nén viét ra cudn sach
vé ngon ngl hay thuat ngi mat chugc,
mot ludn an tién si vé ngli hoc day. Néu
lai cham thém nhiing giai thoai hay phép
choi chit trong mat chugc thi minh thay
ra mot khia canh xa hoi hoc khac.

Mot thi du rat... dam 1a cach nhiéu
nguoi goi quan bai “hy” - trén cudi dudi
cudi! Tu chit &y ma nghi dén quan bai
md&i dugc goi la “nhi khau”, hai miéng,
cd 1é phai bung Sigmund Freud vao song
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nho Ong cu lam cho mdt man tam phan
hoc! Bai toan phu doc goi la “phinh” thi
dan t6i chuyén “gia roi, lam sao ma ba
doi phinh?” “Xuyén kin phinh” la mot
cach u goi nhé H6 Xuan Huong.

Ma nao chi cé ngon ngii.

Cach ddnh bai véi nhiing bo khung
mdi khién khach choi bai cé su may rui
cao hon va phai tinh toan rat nhanh, hon
han cac cu con danh bai véi mot bo khu-
ng nhu & nha. Va vugt khoi phan ung
16 ngd cua ngudi Tau ngudi My ngudi
Nhat, nhiing ngudi con danh loai bai
khong khung chi c6 144 quan vao thoi
nguyén thuy!

Ngudi Tau phat minh ra mat chugc
nhu ké bay ra phdo bong cho vui ngay
Tét. Dan ta cai tién tha vui d6 thanh héa
tién ban lén cung qué.
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Ngay xua, khi cé dip trd lai on thay
Téay cho than phuy, ngudi viét da cat cong
day bang htiu ngusi Phap mon mat
chugc. Ho chay dai va vai lai mot cai:

- Hén gi dan Viét Nam qua gidi vé
dién toan.

Mot thé hé sau, mat chuge kiéu Viét
Nam da lén dén c6i xuét than nhap hoa
va tré thanh ma dudgc.

Nhung dién todn Viét Nam dau?

Dudéng Chan
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