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CHUONG 1
VO TRACH CON PHIEN

Tr(‘)’i chang vang toi.

Day nha 14 & dai theo bd kinh Dériva-
tion, l1a cdi kinh dao tti Lang T6 v6 Rach Cat
dé ché lua gao trong cac nha may Chglén
dem ra thuong khau Saigon, lan lan lu 10,
lam cho phai b6t cdi vé ngheéo hen thap théi
dugc chut it.

Tuy vay ma ddm con nit chay choi ngoai
16, dua quan 4o lang thang, diia mdt may
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do ddy; nhiing ngudi don ba ngoi ngoai
ctia hting mat, hodc dut com cho con an,
phan nhiéu hinh voc 6m o, téc tai xu xop;
nhting don 6ng lam & cac s§, man gic di vé
dap déu, ngudi nao cling da nam tay chai;
quang canh ay, ciing du chiing cho cdi x6m
nay la xom binh dan lao dong.

Anh Ly truong Mau, lam cap-rang' phu
trong mot hang van tai dusi Xém Chiéu,
dap xe mdy chay chdm cham trén b kinh
nay. Anh trac chiing 40 tu6i, nudc da den,
con mat 16n, mat dai, tran rong, ro6 rang la
tuéng mao ngudi khi khai, quyét doan. Anh
mac mot cai 4o banh-t6? b6 xanh véi mot
cai quan vai den, chan mang guoc vong’,
dau doi ndén trang. Anh biét doc va biét noi

1 tiéng Phap: caporal = cai thg; ha si.

2 tiéng Phap: 4o ngan c6 kin mdc nhu 4o veste ngay nay, thich
hgp cho dan 6ng lan dan ba.

3 gudc lam bang gb cay vong dong (Hura Crepitans). GO vong rét
nhe, ti trong 0,35 0,40 kg/dm3, nén lam gudc bing gb vong d¢€ di
dudng xa it moi chan. Guéc gbé vong di mau mon vi phdm chat
g0 rdt thp, thudng dugc gisi binh dan dung.
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tiéng Tay du dung, hoi trudc trong nha anh
thudng c6 bac ngan, nhung vi anh mé bai
bac 16 thua cut von, nén anh di lam mudn
moi thiang c6 25 dong. Vg 16n cua anh
chét, c6 délai cho anh mot dda con trai tén
Hiép, nam nay né dugc 14 tudi. Anh chap
nodi véi co Ba Tram sanh dugc mot dia con
gai ntia, tén Hao, ndm nay né dugc 11 tudi.

Gio6 chiéu hiu hiu mat mé, nudc kinh
cudn cudn chay vo tau kéo ghe thoi xup-
lé* vang ran, bén Saigon den khi da buc
chay sang quac.

Cap rang Mau dap xe mdy thung thang
chay ma hting cénh, khi run chuéng cho
con nit tranh, khi dé nén ma chao nguci
quen. Thinh linh gdp thim Hai Tién, la v¢
cua Hai Cu lam cu-1i* vac hang duéi bén

4 tiéng Phap: soufller: coi tau (tiéng hoi nudc xuyén qua 6ng
khoi nhu tiéng thut 6ng bé cua thg rén).

5 dich am tt tiéng Hindi sang tiéng Anh: cooly; tiéng Phap: cou-
li: 1) giai cdp thdp nhiit chia ngusi An do, 2) phu khuan vac & My
va & cac xu thuoc dia.
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tau, thim di xang xai dua 1€ dudng, tay cam
cai khan, va di va lau nudc mat. Anh lién
ngling xe budc xuodng hoi Hai Tién rang:

— Thim di dau vé t6i vay thim Hai? C6
viéc gl ma thim khoc?

— Cha con Lé té bi binh nang lam anh
Ba oi!

— Té & dau?
— Té dudéi tau.
— Ho6i nao?

— Méi hoi trua nay. HOm nay t6i binh
nén tdi ¢ nha, khong di mua ban dugc. Hoi
trua con Lé dém banh dua dem di ban, n6
chay vé€ cho tdi hay rang cha nd té bi thung
hang de hét thd, ho stia soan chd dem lai
nha thuong thi. Toi 1at dat ra do, té ra quan
thay thuoc coi roi lai day chd luén vo nha
thuong Chg Ray. Toi tudt theo vdo Chg Ray
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mdi gap. Thiét té ning lam anh Ba oi!

— Quan thay thudc néi binh thé nao?
Co 1€ ctiu dugc hay khong?

— Ho ¢6 néi dau ma minh biét, song
toi coi thé nang lam, s¢ chiu khong néi.
Cha con Lé thay tdi thi biét, ma ct ngé t6i
roi lac dau chay nudc mat, ché khong noéi
dugc. Mit xanh 1, b mét lam, lai mau dau
trong hong mot 1at tudn ra ca bung.

— Ngheo di lam &n, phai bi nguy hiém
nhu vay dé, chét rdi ai nudi vg con! Sao
thim khong & trong nha thuong véi chu,
lai bo di vé?

— Ho ndi ban dém ho khong cho 6. Lai
toi doéi bung, nén phai chay vé kiém an ba
hot com r6i khuya t6i trg vo.

— O nha con tién bac gi hay khong?

— HOm nay t6i binh, c6 di mua ban gi
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dugc dau ma cé tién, nho cha con Lé dilam
kiém biia nao an biia nay.

Cép-rang Mau mdc tadi 14y ra bay cac
bac, 3m nam ciac ma dua cho Hai Tién ma
noi rang:

— Thim l4y dé it cac dé di xe ra vd ma
nudi chu. Khuya thim tré v6 nha thuong
noi gitim t6i goi 16i thdm cha nghe.

Hai Tién lay may cac bac va dap rang:

— Cam on anh Ba. Nh¢ troi cho cha
con Lé manh, t6i di mua ban roi toi sé tra
lai cho anh Ba.

Cap-rang Mau khoat tay, r6i leo 1én xe
mdy ma di.

Mot cdi nha 14 hai cdn tum huam, thap
thoi, vach phénh xich xac, mai sau muén
do, & gan bén do Kinh, 4y la nha cta cap-
rang Mau.
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Anh vé t6i, nhay xudng xe, thay trong
nha t6i mo, lai cé con Hao ngdi choi trudc
ctia, thi hoi rang:

— M4 con dau?
— Mé ndm trong budng.
— T6i rbi sao chua dot den?

— Hoi nay con mudn dot. Ma noi dot
ton dau nén ma khong cho.

Cap-rang Mau dat xe may vo nha, bop
hop quet may cho ra lta, roi ké vao den dé
trén ban ma dot.

Ba Tram toc tai da dugi & trong budng
budc ra. Tuy cd6 hdm hut trong cai choi 13,
tuy c6 mdc cai 4o cut vai trang véi mdt cai
quan lanh den ci xi, nhung ma nudc da
trang trong, mai toc dgn song, tay chan diu
nhiéu, méi ma ting hong, tudi da qua ba
muoi ma sac van con xinh dep. Nhan sac
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nay 1é thi phai ¢ nha lau, ngo6i xe hoi méi
xtng dang.

Cédp-rang Mau thay vg thi noéi rang:

— Chu hai Cu di lam, cha té bi binh
ndng lam, ho chd chd v6 nha thuong Chg
Ray roi.

— Sao minh hay?

— T6i méi gdp thim day. To6i c6 cho thim
nam cac bac.

— Minh nghéo ma cu lam cdi miing dé
hoai gdp ai minh cling cho tién.

— Cht hai Cu gdp viéc rui ro, minh phai
giup chua chuat dinh ché. Ma thim Hai Tién
bd thim cling binh lam, mét chang.

— Nghe ndi thim dau ban hom nay

ma. O céi ché sinh 13y, thip thoi nhu vay,
ty nhién phai dau ban, chay dau cho khoi.
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Chang nhiing la thim Hai Tién, tdi sg roi
day tdi v6i con Hao ciing phai dau niia chd.

— Céi gl ma dau! Vay ché thién ha ho 6
day do sao?

— Ho & nha cao rdo sach sé, ch6ho c6 &
cai nha do day thap thoi nhu nha minh vay
dau.

— Ai lai khong mudn & nha cho rong
16n sach sé. Ngdt vi minh ngheo biét lam
sao?

— Tai ai ma ngheo dé? Néu hoi trudc
minh nghe 16i t6i can gidn, minh dung cé
mé sa bai bac, thi dau dén ndi vg con phai
cuc khoé nhu vay.

— Thoi, chuyén xua con nhac lai lam
chi! H& minh nhdc t6i chuyén d6 thi ching
khéc nao minh dam kim vao ruét toi vay.
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— Tai minh than ngheo, nén t6i mdi néi
ché nhac chuyén cii ro6i lam giau dugc hay
sao?

— Con ngudi giau hay ngheo cling tai
cai mang. B6i cdi mang toi phai ngheo, nén
nam doé troi méi khién cho toi sanh tam bai
bac, lam cho tiéu hét cta tién. Toéi chac néu
toi khong thua thi cting bi trdm cuép giut
hét.

— Thua bai bac hét roi bay gid khéo
kiém 16i ma chita minh! An com hay chua
ddng t6i don cho?

— O nha an rbi chua?

— Me con t6i an r6i. Toi ngay khong cé
banh hang chi hét, nén do6i bung, hoi chiéu
com chin me con t6i an trudec.

— Thoi dé t6i dgi thang Hiép vé roi toi
s€ dn vOi no.
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— N6 di luu linh®, biét chting nao no6 vé
ma cho.

— Chiing nao cling dugc. Biia nay toi
khong déi.

Cap-rang Miu c06i 4o banh td6 den
mang trong budng; bay gié con méc cdi do
thung trang, lén vong ma ndm, dua nghe
tréo treo. Ba Tram kéo gh€ ngdi dya den dn
trau, anh sdng den choi mdt co ta coi thiét
la dep dé, ma c6 nhai trau cdi miéng ctia c6
lai cang hitu duyén.

Truong Mau ndm ngo6 vg mot hoi roi
kéu con Hao ma noi rang:

— Hao a, vo ba biéu mot chat coi, con.

Con Hao mac b¢ do hang den, toéc hét
bom-bé’, ngat may sang rd, giong hét me

6 Uu=troi; linh=l¢é loi. Luu linh: ray day mai d6, lang thang khong
dinh huéng.

7 tiéng Phap: bombé. Mai toc phia trudc hét phu tran vong qua
dén trai tai.
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nd. N6 budc vo thi cha n6é nam tay kéo lai
biéu ngoi trong long roi hoi rang:

— Chiéu nay con di hoc, con c6 bi don
hay khong?

— Con thu¢c bai ma bi don giong gi.

— Gioi! Rang hoc nghe khong, con. Hoc
ddng sau lam c6 gido nhu c6 gido cua con
vay do.

— Hoc dén chiling nao méi lam ¢6 gido
dugc ba?

— Hoc cho téi chiing thi dau, c6 bang
cap, md&i lam c6 gido dugc ché.

Ba Tram xen v0 noéi rang:

— Thu hoc trudng tu trong x6m lam sao
ma thi lay bang cip cho dugc. Muon di thi

phdi hoc trudng 16n, ngudi ta day du 16p
roi mdi di thi ché.
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Cap rang M4u ndi rang:

— Thi nd con nhd, phai hoc truéng nho.
Chting né hoc du 16p, né kha ro6i, minh sé
dem no6 dén truong 16n: ché bay gic dau
minh cho no6 hoc trudng 16n né cling phai
ngoi 16p nho, co ich gi dau ma phai di xa.
Dé ndé hoc mot vai nam niia roi sé liéu ché.

Ba Tram thd ra ndi giong buon rang:

— Thay con Hao t6i rau hét stic. Con
nguoi ta 11 tudi da ngoi 16p nhi 16p nhut
roi, con no thi lut dut & dudi 16p chot!
Chang noi ai dau xa, dén con ctia con Tu, la
con chéc khach, ma né ciing hon con Hao
nta, thi ho then biét chling nao.

— Hoi ndo ma phén bi. Thung thang né
hoc cé gip gi dau.
— Thtng thang r6i né gia, lam sao ma

hoc nita dugc. Ché chi minh muén pho
bén Ciu kho, hodc ngoai ch¢g Ong Lianh
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minh & thi né hoc truéng Cau Kho, hodc
trudng Dong Cat, tién biét chiing nao. Con
ctia con Tu, nho cha n6 & Ong Lanh nén
né hoc méi mau do.

— Toi cling mu6én nhu vay lam ché.
Ngat minh dn luong it, con phd xa & miét
bén mac qud, lam sao ma mudn noi.

— Vg chong con Tu khong ra gi. ma coi
thé n6 lam ra tién nhiéu, con n6 dn madc

pht phé.
Con Hao v0 vai cha né ma néi rang:

— Thang nay ba lanh luong roi ba mua
cho con mot chi€c vong nghe khong ba;
vong cham nhu cua con Kién deo vay do,
con muon qua.

— Vong mac tién lam, ba mua sao noi,
con.

— Ba cua Kién mua cho n6 do sao?
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Cap rang Mau day mat vo vach, khong
tra 1oi dugec.

Ba Tram ngoi xia thudc va than rang:

— Con dén bay 16n r6i ma khong cé mot
phéan vang trong minh. Phan t6i chdng noi
lam chi, c6 vang deo choi, bang khong cé
thi thoi. Toi nghiép cho con Hao, né thay
con ngudi ta deo vang, n6 muon, né ngo,
bo thay thuong qua.

Cdp rang Mau cu day mat vo vach,
khong ndi mot tiéng chi hét.

Ngoai san co ti€éng hut gié nghe lanh
16t, hut gio theo diéu ban don hanh van,
roi thang Hiép hing hai budc vé nha. N6
madc mot cdi quan vai den, hai 6ng cut trén
dau gbi, véi mdt cdi do vai trang cl ma lai
do, hai vat trudc c6 hai cai tai thiét 16n,
trén dau no lai doi muodt cai nén ni den,
non cli qua nén vanh sup xudng, con day
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bang® dut dau mat. N6 viia vo khoi ctia thi
né diing chan miéng ma cudi, 1oi hai ham
rang trang trong ma nho rut. N6 thay con
Hao ngoi trén vong véi cha nd, thi nd budc
lai, méc trong tui, 1ay ra mot gdi gidy ma
dua cho con Hao ma noi ring:

— Anh c6 mua cho em mot cai banh stia
day, em an di.

Cap rang M4u thdy vay ta nudc mat.

Thang Hiép moc tui niia 14y ra hai cac
bac ma dua cho Ba Tram, tiéng xu van con
khua trong tdi rén ron.

Con Hao hoi rang:

— Biia nay anh ban nhut trinh kha lam
hay sao ma xu nhiéu di vay?

— Biia nay kiém dugc bon cac, xai hét
mot cic ba, con cé hai cac chin.

8 tiéng Phap: bande=day c{t qua cap hay hang hoa, diy nién trén
non ni.
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— D@ hon! Anh cho em mot dong xu
ddng sdng mua khoai lang an.

Thang Hiép moéc xu ra dém, roi dua
cho con Hao hai dong xu va noi:

— Cho em hai dong day con bay dong
dé sang anh an banh ma di ban nhut trinh.

Ba Tram ding day budc vo trong va
kéu thang Hiép ma noi:

— Hiép a, bung dén v6 day dang tao don
com cho ma én.

Cach chéng bao lau, thing Hiép bung
ra mot cadi mam chi cé mot tugng com, mot
dia cd véi mot dia rau ludéc ma thoi. N6 dé
cai mam trén ban thi ké Ba Tram bung den
ra theo, tay lai c6 cam hai cdi chén va hai
doi daa. Co ta noi trong rang:

— Thoi, di én com di, khuya roi.
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Cap rang Méau budng con Hao ra roi
ding day budc lai ban ma dom mam com.
Anh ta chau may ma noi rang:

— An cuc qua!
Ba Tram ndi rang:

— Co di chg dugc dau ma an sudng.
Hém nay con Hao né them thit, ma c6 dam
mua dau.

Con Hao nam dua ton ten trén vong,
nghe me ndi nhu vay thi né néi tiép rang:

— Dau thang ba lanh luong ro6i mua thit
heo dn nghe khong ba. HOm nay con biéu
ma mua hoai, ma md khong chiu mua.

Cép rang Miu khong tra 16i, cti ngdi lai
ban ma dn com véi thang Hiép.

Ba Tram gt dau dap véi con Hao rang:

~ U, dé ba con lanh luong r6i, ma sé
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mua thit heo cho con an. Con an banh roi,
thoi di uong nudc di con; uong nudc roi
ngt dang sang co di hoc.

Con Hao vang 16i, di uéng nudc roi di
vO buodng.

Thang Hiép ngoi an com véi cha nd,
rau ludc cham véi nudc cd ma no6 dn ngon
lanh, bd mat coi rat han hoan. N6 thay cha
n6 khong vui, thi né hoi rang:

— Sao ba khong mua gidy s6 ba?
- S0 gi?

— S6 tuong t€ ho ban dé. Tring doc dac
10 ngan lan ba a. Ba liéu m¢t dong bac mua
tht nudt so, may trung thi ba giau to.

— Dé gi ma trung.

— Vay ché ho trung do sao. Ho tring
dugc thi minh cing cé thé trung vay ché.
Ché chi con cd mét dong bac con mua
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mot 0 lién. Néu con tring doc dac thai thi
sudng lam.

— Néu con trung s6 roi con lam gidong
gi?

— Trudc hét con théilam nghé ban nhuyt
trinh. Tuy ban nhut trinh khong phai cuc
kho hay x4u hé gi, minh tha di choi cac néo
dudng rao bay ba ma kiém cling du com
an, song minh trung s6 dugc bac muon thi
can gi phai theo nghé ay niia phai khong
ba?

~ U... Khong di ban nhuyt trinh nia,
con & nha, r6i con lam viéc gi?

— Con di hoc ché.
— Hoc thu gi?

— Con hoc chii Tay cho gioi roi con hoc
chit Ang-Lé, ding 16n con lam nuoi ba. Ma
hé triug s roi, thi con khong cho ba dilam
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nia, lam cuc kho ma lai bi tiéng ndng tiéng
nhe, lam chi. Con muén pho tot bén Saigon
cho ba &, con bat ba § khong di choi, khong
cho ba lam viéc gi hét.

— O khong ma an, chting hét tién roi
lam sao?

— Dé hét dau! Trung 10 ngan dong, dau
dn xai nhiéu di nia, thi cing ndm mudi
nam mdaéi hét, chS c6 1é nao mdt hai nam
ma hét dugc, ma chiing hét tién thi con
gioi rdi, con lam ma nudi ba dugc, cd sao
dau ma sg.

Cap rang Mau va riét cho hét chén com,
roi dung day bung t6 nudc ma budc ra san.

Ba Tram di vo6 buong, viia di viia néi
rang:

— Hiép an roi thi don rtia gitm mot
chut r6i sé ngu, nghe khong con.
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Hiép gat dau, roi ngoi an cho hét tugng
com, dn van ngon, by van vui hoai. Chiing
dn roi, n6 mdi bung hét chén dia dem ra
sau ma rua, va up vo song td té. N6 bung
den trd ra ngoai, thi thay cha nd, miéng
ngam di€u thudc, duong lay cdi 4o banh t6
bé xanh ma mdc, né bén hoi rang:

— Ba di ddu ma ban do vay ba?

- Dilam.

— Dilam ban dém ntia sao?

-U.

Cap rang Mau dat xe may dem ra ngoai

san roi maéi dot den. Thang Hiép di theo ra
do, Cép rang Mau dén rang:

— Di con c6 hoi ba, thi con ndéi 6ng chu
sai ba di xa khong biét chling ndm ba bia
ba mdi ve.
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Noi dut 16i roi leo lén xe may dap di
tuot.
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CHUONG 11
THI THAN LIEU MANG

461 3 gio khuya. Trén bo 16 doc
theo mé kinh Dérivation vang teo,
khong c6 béng ngudi qua lai, khong nghe
tiéng cho stia, ma nhiing nha 14 & dai theo
dudng cling im lim, ctia gai kin mit.

Cap rang Mau sé (nhe (khé); 2) nhay.) 1én di
trén khuc dudng dy, vua di viia chdm chi
dom phia truéc mdt, mot 1at lai ngoai lai
ma ngd phia sau lung, duéng nhu sg ngudi
ta dén, hodc ngudi ta theo minh vay.
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bi ngang qua nha Hai Cu, anh thay
trong nha c6 dot dén, lai nghe co tiéng khoc
rird, c6 1€ anh s¢ ngudi trong nha thay dang
anh hay sao, nén anh buéc tranh qua phia
bén kia duong roi di nhe nhe, khong dam
cho dong dat. Ma chiling qua khoi roi anh
lai dung chan, suy nghi mét chut, roi xang
x6m tré lai, budc vo ctia Hai Cu ding dom
vO nha va kéu nho nho rang:

— Thim Hai a, thim Hai, c6 viéc gi ma
thim khdc vay, thim Hai?

Tiéng khoc dut. Hai Tién md cua, thay
cdp-rang Mau thi béu bao ndi rang:

— Anh ba ¢i, cha con Lé mat roi, anh Ba

al

Cap rang Mau budc vo nha, ding
tréch (chéch, chich.) qua ché t6i va hoi nho
nho ring:

— Cht mat hoi nao?



Lgedinng T 33
— Méi tat hoi hoi mat troi lan day.
— Chét trong nha thuong hay sao?

— Thi nam & trong may bia ray, tudng
quan thay thuoc ctiu dugc; té ra binh cang
ngay cang thém ndng, chiu khong ndi phai
chét.

— Bay gi¢ thim tinh lam sao?

— To1i ¢6 biét tinh gidng gi dau. Hoi toi
ho dan té6i nhu mudn lanh xac vé ma choén
thi sdng mai vd ma lanh; con nhu khong
lanh thi trua mai trong nha thuong ho
chon.

— Thim tinh lanh x4c v€ khong?

— T6i muon nhu vy lam, ngat vi hé
lanh xdac dem vé thi phai lam ddm ma, phai
xin phép, phai muén dat ma chon cét, ton
hao lung lam, téi ngheo t6i lam sao ndi.
Con néu dé nha thuong ho chon thi hat hui
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than cua cha con L&, t9i nghiép lam. Tu hoi
hom dén bay gid to6i dién trong bung khong
biét lam sao cho dugc. Ché chi téi c6 mot
hai chuc dong bac, t6i mua mot cai hom va
vai sO chut dinh dem v6 nha thuong cay ho
liém cho kin ddo r6i khiéng di chon luon
cling con am cung mot chat. ..

Hai Tién ndi téi do roi thi trong long
nén khéc rong lén.

Cdp rang Méau diung nép vao vach,
khodt tay ra ddu biéu Hai Tién dting khoc
va hoi nho nho rang:

— Trong nha c6 ai hay khong?
— Khong.

— Con Lé dau?

— No ngt trong budng.

Cap rang Mau lién xay mat vo vach,
moc tui ldy ra mot bo gidy bac hai chuc
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dong, rut mot nam khong biét miy tam,
ma cam trong tay, r6i bo bé giay bac vao tui
lai. Viéc r6i anh mdéi day ra dua nam gidy
bac cho Hai Tién ma néi rang:

— Thim lay cdi nay ddnglo chon cat chu.

Hai Tién dua tay ldy nam gidy, thay
nhiéu qua thi giut minh, nén ngé Mau ma
noéi rang:

— Anh dua chi nhiéu qua vay? Chiing
vai chuc cling du ma.

Cép rang Mau khoat tay, biéu diing noi.
Hai Tién ndi rang rang:

— Cam on anh Ba qud, em biét lam sao
ma tra on dugc.

Cép rang Mau khoat tay niia va ndi nho
rang:
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— Toi thay chu hai nghéo nha bi viéc rui
ro dén bd mang nén to6i thuong, toi giup
cho thim tong tang chu. T6i ddn thim mot
diéu nay gatlam: thim phai kin miéng, dting
no6i cho ai biét sy t6i dua tién cho thim day.
Hé thim noi ra, thi la thim giét t6i da, thim

nhé khong?
Hai Tién gat dau.

Cap-rang Mau lién budc ra ngoai, biéu
Hai Tién khép ctia lai. Hai Tién ngo theo thi
thay hai tii 4o banh t6 cua Mau ke ne day
nhoc (phuong ngit Nam bo: that ddy.), song khong
hiéu dung nhiing vat gi.

Cdp-rang Méu ra 10 dling ngéd trén
dudi; roi xam xam di riét lén phia bén do
Kinh. V& dén nha anh thay trong nha im
lim, t6i mo. Anh di doc theo vach dau x6ng
ma v phia sau, rd6i md ctia sau ma vo nha.
Anh 16 mo di ra chd cai ban an com phia
trudc, rd dung cai den, bung dén v buodng
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ma dé€ trén mot cai ghé, rdi bop hop quet
mady cho ra ltta ma dot den.

Anh dé mung lén thay Ba Tram dang
ngl véi con Hao, thi nam tay Ba Tram ma
kéo.

Ba Tram giut minh m& mat, ngoé thay
chong thi ng6i ddy va hoi rang:

— Vé hoi nao vay? Di dau ma biét mat
may btia ray?

Cdp rang Mau khoat tay, biéu vg diing
noi, thay cdi dén cao ngon thi vdn bét
xuong lu lu réi mdc trong tui 4o banh t6
lay ra may bd gidy bac ma bé trén ghé, gidy
100 co, gidy 20 co, gidy 5 dong cling co.

Ba Tram thay bac nhiéu qud thi chda
mat, nén vung ding day hoi nho rang:

— Tién & dau ma nhiéu dd vay?
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Cap-rang Mau khoat tay ntia, anh
khong noi chi hét, lai c6i 4o banh t6 ra,
trong minh chi con ban mat cdi do thung
mat thoi, trong do thung lai c6 may géi don
u lén tU trudc téi sau. Anh rut do thung lén
thi may gdi ay r6t xudng dat. Ba Tram chup
lugm dem dé€ trén ghé, thi may goi ay déu la
gidy 100 d. C6 run bay bay nta miing ntia
s0, mung c6 tién bac nhiéu, lai sg khong
biét c6 xai dugc hay khong.

Ba Tram hoi niia rang:

— Cha cha! Bac tién ¢ dau ma nhiéu qua
nhu vay hu? Dem vé€ nha day biét c6 hai gi
hay khong?

Cép-rang Mau lay 4o banh t6 ma ban
v0 lai ma néi nho rang:

— Minh phai lam thé nao dem gidu hét
tién nay lién bay gio¢ di. Lam cho mau, dé
tré khong dugc.
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— Trdi oi! Biéu gidu & dau bay gio . . .
Toi 1én dem qua goi con Tu, dugc khong?

— Minh liéu thé nao cling dugc, mién
gidu cho nhem thi thoi, ché d€ trong nha
so ho xét, ho lay hét, r6i ho bat t6i minh
nua.

— Cha cha! biét lam sao bay gid!
— Kiém cai gi ma dung di cho mau.

— Biét 14y cdi gi ma dung bay gio... G, &
thoi dé 14y cai gio may dung 4o quan dé ma

dung dé6.

Ba Tram lién budc 1én giudng, vdi xach
cai gid may la cai gid tuy nho, song c6 khoa
chac chan. C6 moc tui ldy ra mot cai chia
khoa nho ma ma gio, sap may cai do ra, roi
cdp-rang Mau phu dé hét miy bo gidy bac
vO. Bac sap ¢ dudi, o sap 1én trén, khoda gio
lai.
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Ba Tram bod chia khéa vo tai roi hoi
chong ring:

— Bay gio cd biét chd nao ma gidu cho
kin. Thoi dé€ xach cai gio ra goi cho con Tu
dé hon. Gdi cho né dugc khong?

— Toi to thiét v6i minh, vi toi thay vg
con ngheo cuc tdi chiu khong dugc, nén to6i
cudp giut ctia ngudi ta dem vé cho minh do.
Minh phai liéu thé nao cat d€ danh ma xai
va nudi con, liéu thé nao ty y minh, mién la
dung dé mat hét, hodc ho bat ho lay lai.

— Minh lam viéc nhu vay, biét c¢6 hai
chi t6i minh hay khong?

— Thén t6i khong ké gi, dau bi day hay
chét chém tdi cling cam tdm, mién la minh
v6i hai dda nhé dugc sung suéng thi thoi.
Tha t6i thi cdi mang cua téi cho vg con
dugc giau c6 sung sudng, ché tdi song ma
phai cuc cho hét ca nha, thi song cé ich gi.



Lge @t § 41

Chong ndéi nhu vay, ma Ba Tram cu
ding ngo cdi gio, khong ndi duge mot 16i
ta on.

Cap-rang Mau chau may ndi tiép rang:

— Toi phai di lién bay gi¢ day, ché 6 nha
khong tién. Ma hé t6i di, t6i sg toi khong
gdp minh ntia dugc. Vay t6i xin noi véi
minh mot diéu nay: toi goi thang Hiép lai
cho minh. Thué nay né khong céd me, ma
ké tu blia nay no6 lai khong con cha niia.
Tuy minh khong dé nd, song minh c6 cong
nudi dudng nd tii nho cho t6i bay gio, thi
minh cling 1a me nd. Vay t6i xin minh nghi
tinh t6i ma thuong yéu day do né gium toi.
Hé viéc cta toi lam diy ma ém dugc, thi
chang ndi lam chi. Con néu c6 d6 bé ra ma
toi phai bi hai, thi minh 6 nha rang bao bdc
n6 ciing nhu con Hao vay, chiing Toa xu
roi, minh sé 1ay lan s6 bac ndy ra ma xai, lay
moi lan mot mé diang khoi nguoi ta nghi.
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biing c6 cho thang Hiép di ban nhuyt trinh
nta, cuc kho than né toi nghiép. Minh kiém
trudng cho no di hoc dang no biét chit véi
nguoi ta. Minh hay nhé may 16i t6i dan do
nghe. Néu minh lam y nhu vay, thi dau t6i
chét, t6i cling vui long, ma tdi lai con cam
on minh lam.

Céap-rang Mau ndi t6i do thi rung rung
nudc mat. Ba Tram cling cam ddng, song
ding tran tran ché khong ndi tiéng chi hét.

Cép-rang Mau mdéi bung cdi den di ra
phia trudc, thiy thing Hiép nam ngu trén
cai vong, quan do lang thang, diung ngo
mot hoi roi lac dau tré vo budng, nudc mat
tuon dam dé. Anh dé mung, roi con Hao
roi méi dé€ dén 1én ghé ma noéi nho véi vg
rang:

— Thoi, dé toi di. Gan sang roi, néu & tre
so ngudi ta ngo thay. Ai co6 hoi téi thi minh
cl ndi toi ray 1on v6i minh roi toi di dau
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mét may bia ray khong cé vé nha. Dan sap
nho, cing phai n6i nhu vdy nghe khong.
Thoi, toi di. A hé t6i di r6i, minh kiém cho
ma gidu hay la gdi cai gid tién di nghe.

Ba Tram gt dau. Cdp rang Mau gid ctia
sau ma budc ra ngoai, song di dugc chiing
vai budgc réi anh lai tré vo nha. Ba Tram
duong md cai gio tinh dém bac, bong thay
chong trd lai thi chung hling. Mau budc lai
Om vg vao long ma hun hai ba céi r6i noi
nho rang:

— Toi thuong minh lam, d4u thé nao
minh cting dling quén t6i nghe.

Ba Tram gat dau lia lia. Mau cudi roi
budc di. Ba Tram ding suy nghi mét hoi
lau, gid cadi gio 1én ma coi bac niia r6i méi
chiu khoéa lai, bd chia khéa vao tui. Co
bung cai dén dem dé€ trén ban ngoai trudc
ma tat, roi tré vo budng xach gid gid clia
sau ma ra ngoai.



44 9| 12t Xtin Clbdilb

Ra 19 di dugc mot khuc c6 thay c6 mot
nguoi 16n véi mot dia nhéd phia dudi di
lén, xang x4i di theo c6. Co6 hoi hop nén
ding lai roi d€ cai gio bén duong lam bd
doéi khan. Ngudi 16n di t6i vut hoi rang:

— Chi Ba phai khong?

Ba Tram coi lai, té ra me con Hai Tién,
c6 viing bung mdi hoi rdng:

— Thim Hai ma tudng ai ché. Thim
di dau khuya vay? Nghe ndi chu nim nha
thuong, vdy ma chi manh hay chua?

— Cha con Lé chét roi, chi Ba a. Me con
em vO nha thuong ddng lo chon cat day.

— T6i nghiép chu Hai qua! Gap viéc rui
ro dén béd mang! Chu ndm nay dugc may

muoi tudi?

— MGi 35 tudi .
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— Con nhoé qua! ... Khong biét nam gio
hay chua?

— Con khuya ma. Bay gid chiing bon

gio.

— Vay ma t0i tudng gan sang roi chd.
Toi di qua bén Chg D1ii ¢6 chuyén. budng
vang teo.

— Thoi, chi em minh di cho ¢6 ban.

Ba Tram vé6i me con Hai Tién di trén
dudng, Hai Tién thay Ba Tram xach cdi gio,
song khong hdi gié gi. Ra t6i bén do Cau
Kho, me con Hai Tién di bd vo Chgldn,
con Ba Tram noéi di Chg Dii, ma lai xach
gid be be di ra phia Cdu Ong Lanh.
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CHUONG II11
BI BAT

an 2 gid chiéu, con Hao stia soan
di hoc. Om sach v& budc ra ctia,
thi Ba Trdm kéu no lai ma néi rang:

— Thoi, diing c6 di hoc con, & nha nghi
it biia.
Con Hao khdi di hoc thi néd miing nén

14t dat dem cat sach v& va hoi me noé rang:

— O nha chiing ba vé r6i sé di hoc, phii
khong ma?
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-U.

— Ba di ddu ma mdy biia ray khong thdy
ba vé nha vy ma?

— Di dau c6 noéi dau ma biét. Biia hdm
ndi voi thang Hiép sao d6 roi di mat may
biia ray, c6 thay tam dang gi dau.

— Con hoi khuya ma di ddu mat! Con
thic day khong thay ma, con sg qua. Ma di
dau vy ma?

— Pimua do vé cho con dn hoi s6m maoi
dé ché di dau. Né ai c6 hoi ba con thi con
no6i di dau mat ba bén bia ray khong co
vé nha. Con nhu ho hdi ma cé di dau hay
khong, thi con n6i ma & nha hoai, khong
cé di dau hét.

— Sao vay ma?

— Thi ct néi nhu ma dan do vay. Con
noi bay, ba con & tu chét.
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— Con cai gid dung quan 4o ma dé trong
mung dd, sao ddu mat tlii sém moi téi gio,
con khong thay niia.

— Ma ban ma lay tién mua do cho con
dn dd. Con ciing phai gidu, dung c6 néi cho
ai biét nghe khong.

— No6i lam chi. Noi cho ho biét r6i ho
cudi minh, phai khong ma?

- U.

Me con noi chuyén téi do thi Sdu Thém,
lam cu-li Hang gao & ngoai budc vo héi
rang:

— C4 chi Ba & nha hay khong?

— C0 qua day, em hdi chi vay, Sau?

— Anh Ba bi linh béat vé bét® r6i, chi Ba
a.

9 tiéng Phap: poste, hiéu ngdm: poste de police, tram canh sat/
don cong an. Poste con cé nghia la don linh.
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~ Uy, bi bat hoi nao?

— MGi bat tic thi, t6i gdp anh duong
bi linh cong ma dem lén xe, nén t6i lat dat

chay vé cho chi hay day.
— Troi oi! Lam giong gi ma bi bat?

— C6 biét dau. Anh cé ddnh 1on véi ai

hay khong?

— Khong c6 dau, dnh gidn qua roi bd
nha di may bda ray, lam giong gi qua c6
biét dau.

— Dau chilén bot long nghe thti coi dnh
bi tdi gi.

- U, dé r6i qua di chd.

Sau Thém ti gia ma vé. Ba Tram nam
lai trén vong dua ton ten, khong tinh di
kiém chong. Con Hao nghe cha bi linh bat
thi né sg, nén ding budn hiu, khong noéi
mot tiéng chi hét.
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Céch ching bao lau, c6 moét céi xe hoi
16n ngting ngay truéc nha Ba Tram. Con
Hao ngo ra thi thay hai nguéi Bién Tay véi
bon thay Doi Viét Nam duong leo xuong
xe, lai cé cha n6 trong dam ngudi ay nia.
N6 vut noéi 16n:

— Ba vé kia ma. Ma sao co linh di theo
dong qua.

Ba Tram vut ngdi day chay ra ctia, thi
qua thdy 6ng Co va linh duong dat chong
chi v6 nha. C6 diing nép moét bén ctia; con
Hao chay lai niu 40 me n6 ma dung gan do.

Mot thay Doi kéu Ba Tram ma néi rang:

— Con kia, me con may ra ngoi dya mé
16 day ne. Ngoi do ché diling co6 di dau da.

Me con Ba Tram riu riu ra ngdi trén 1€

dudng, cé mét thay Doi ding giti.

Mot thay Doi khac dat cap-rang Méu



52 ) 15t Xtin Clbdilb

vO nha, biéu ngodi dudi dat, roi ding mot
bén ma gid.

Con 6ng Co, mét ngudi Bién, va hai
thay Doi khdac nita thi luc sodt cung trong
nha. Ho bungban dep ghé; ho khiéng chong
md mung, ho mo tii tam vach, ho lan kiém
trén mai nha, ho xom?! dat, ho roi den, ho
luc soat ti nha trén xudng t6i nha bép, may
cho héc hém ho lai cang kiém ky khong bo
s6t mot cho nao hét. Xét trong nha roi lai
xét t6i ngoai san, xét téi sau he nia.

Xét t6i chiéu ma kiém khong dugc vat
chi hét, dng Co méi kéu mot minh Ba Tram
vO roi bieu mot thay Doéi lam thong ngon
ma ndi rang:

— Chdong may chém ngudi ta ma giut

bac dem vé gidu ¢ dau, may phai chi cho
mau?

10 Xom hay xam (tiéng Khmer): dung chia c6 3 dau nhon dam
ca.
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— B4m 6ng, chong toi lam sy gi t6i co
hay biét dau. Vg chong ray 1on vé6i nhau,
chong toi gian bé nha ma di bon nam bia
ray, khong c6 vé day.

Ong Co dua tay muén ddnh Ba Tram,
song 6ng khong danh, lai nat rang:

— Noi ldo, con cho.

— Bdm 6ng, t6i n6i thiét. Néu 6ng khong
tin, 6ng hoi thi chom xém coi may biia ray
cd ai thay chong toi vé day hay khong.

— N6 vé ban dém, chom x6m lam sao

ma thay dugc?

— Badm 06ng, khong c6 vé hoi nao hét.
Néu c¢6 vé, dau ban dém di niia, cling c6
mot hai nguoi thay chd, thiét khong cé.

Ong Co day dét Ba TrAm ra ngoai, roi
dat con Hao vé.



54 | 288 1556 Clodinlb

Con Hao s¢ run lap cép, thay cha né
ngo6i dudi dat ma noé khong dam ngé.

Ong Co biéu hoi nd réing;
— HOm nay cha may & nha hay di dau?

— Ba t6i di dau mat may bia ray, khong
cé vé nha.

— Di hoi nao?

— Di biia hdm, di ban dém.

— Di biia hdm la biia nao?

— Toi khong nhé.

— Phai di hoi hom nay hay khong?
— Khong. Di lau roi.

— Chuing may biia?

— BOn ndam biia roi.

— Di rdi co tré veé hay khong?
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— Khong.

Ong Co run vai, kéu mét thdy Doi ma
sai dem con Hao ra ngoai, roi di hdi chom
x0m coi mdy biia ray c6 ai thiy cdp-rang
Mau vé hay khong.

Ong lai day qua hoi cdp-ring Mau ring:

— May biia ray may khong c6 vé nha,
vay ché may di dau?

— Toi ray 1on véi vg toi, h6m nay toi
khong vé nha, t6i & dudi nha Tam Thiét.

— Tam Thiét 6 dau?

— Tam Thiét lam mot sG véi toi, nha &
dudi Xém Chiéu.

— Hoi hom may c6 ¢ dé hay khong?

— C6 dém hoi hom t6i ngt tai nha Tam
Thiét t6i sang.
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— May ngt & nha Tam Thiét ma sao linh
lai lugm dugc cai xe may ctia may gan chd
Madi Chin"' Cung bi giut bac?

— Xe may cua t6i mat hom nay.
— Mat xe mdy may c6 c¢6 bt hay khong?

— Khong. Viéc nhéd mon nén toéi khong

CO.

Thay D6i ma 6ng Co sai di hoi nay do,
thay trd v€ noi rang may ngudi 6 gan déu
khai may biia ray khong thiy cap-rang Mau
vé nha.

Ong Co biéu mdt thay Doi néi véi Mau
niia rang:

— Néu may btia ray may khong c6 vé

day, ttc thi tién bac may giut ctia nguoi
ta hoi hom may dem gidu cho khac. Gidu

11 phat am theo Triéu Chau: (mai tdn), ngudi thay mat hang
budn 16n nudc ngoai dé lam moi gidi, giao thiép véi khach
hang.
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cho nao may phai chi lién bay gio, néu may
khong chi tao ddnh may chét.

— Troi dat oi! Toi co giut tién giut bac
cua ai hoi nao dau ma biéu t6i chi.

— May cu choi hoai ha?

Ong Co viia ndi viia tdng cho Mau mot
bat tay chdy mdu rang r6i ham rang: «bé
r6i mdy coi tao». Ong lai biéu ngudi Bién
Tay dit Mau ra xe. Ong v6i mdy thay Doi
cling ra theo.

Lac ay mat trdi da chen 1dn, tho thuyén
di lam vé dap déu, ai thdy nha Mau c6 Co
linh t6i dong ciing déu dung lai ma ngo.

Khi M4u ra t6il9, anh thay vg con diing
do, vi co linh cdp hai bén nén anh khong
ddm ndi chuyén song anh ngé con rdi ngod
vg cudi chum chim, khong 16 sac budn hay
la lo chut nao hét. Miu va linh 1én ro6i thi xe
chay thiang xu6ng phia X6m Chiéu.
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Chom x6m va ngudi quen di ngang nay
gio dung xa xa ma coi, chting thay xe cta
Co valinh di r6i, méi ap lai hoi Ba Tram tai
cG nao ma MAu bi linh bat.

Bay gi¢ Ba Tram méi khoc thut thit ma
ndi rang:

— Toi c6 biét chuyén gi dau. Gidn t6i roi
bd nha di biét may bia ray. Lam viéc gi ma
bi bat do téi ¢6 hiéu dau.

Cé ngudi nhac rang:

— Chic la danh 10n dau d6, bi ho khai,
nén Co bot bat ché gi.

Nguoi khac cai rang:

— Danh 1on thi linh bat giam ma tra héi
roi giai toa, chd xét nha lam chi. Co bot dén
xét nha day, toi sg ho nghi vé vu trdm cuép
nao dé ché.

Chom x6m ban ban ludn ludn moét hoi
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rit 1au roi thung thang rut di vé nha. Trong
dam do co Hai Tién. Chij ta chay nudc mat,
ché khong ndi chi hét.

Ba Tram tr¢ vo nha thay ban ghé giudng
chong nghénh ngang nhu nha hoang, ben
lo don dep lai r6i Ién vong ma nam. Con
Hao hoi me no rang:

— Ho kiém giong gi trong nha minh vay
ma?

Ba Tram lang thinh mdt hoi roi dap
rang:

— Ai biét ho ki€ém giong gi.
— Con thay 6ng Co con sg qua.
— Minh ¢6 tdi gi ma minh sg.

— Ho dat ba di rdi chliug nao ho tha ba
Ve, ma?

— Mai mét ho tha.
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Thang Hiép di ban nhut trinh vé, né
budc vo, ciing dua mdt cdi banh cho con
Hao nhu may bfia trudc, lai cudi ngon
ngoeén.

Con Hao 1lién ndi véi né rang:

— Ba bi linh bat ré6i, anh Hiép a.

— Bat hédi nao?

— Bat hoi nao khong biét, ma co véi
linh dat vé nha luc kiém cting hét, roi ché
ba di nlia: méi di hoi nay day.

Hiép nghe ndi thi ngdn ngo. N6 day lai
thdy Ba Tram nam trén vong bén hdi rang:

— Tai sao ba toi bi bat vay di?
— May biia ray di lam gidng gi 6 dau roi
bi bat, tao & nha tao c6 biét dau.

— Ho c6 dat ba t6i vé day roi ho xét nha
niia sao?



Lge @tng | 61

— Ché sao. Ho xét nha lam tan hoang
hét.

Hiép ding suy nghi rdi néi rang:

— Néu ho xét nha thi chac ho nghi ba
hodc chiia d614u, hoac an trom, hodc an cap
ché gi. Bita nay may t& nhut trinh khong
6 t6 nao nodi chuyén bat do 1au hay 1a trom
cip ma... A, 3, c6 mot to n6i dém héi hom,
16i mudi gio, cé6 modt ngusi Mai Chin &
trong Chg Lén di ra Saigon, di xe kéo, gan
t6i xom Ban Co thi bi nguoi ta chan dudng
giut cai cdp da c6 dung hai muoi lam ngan
dong bac. Ngudi Mdi Chin la 1én va rugt ké
gian ma lay cdp da lai, nén bi ké gian chém
mot dao trén dau nang lam, té xiu mau
ra linh lang. Ké gian lay bac chay mat. S&
Canh sat duong tim kiém gat lam. Khong
1€ ba lién can trong vu ay ... T6i roi, khong
biét linh dem ba v€ b6t nao ddng kieém ma
hoéi tham tht coi.
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Ba Tram noi:

— Hoi chiéu xe hoi ctia 6ng Co chd ba
may di ngad Xém Chiéu, khong biét dem di
dau. Vay di kiém tht coi may cé gap hay
khong.

Hiép moc tai ldy hai cac bac ma dua
cho Ba Tram rdi budc ra ctia ma di. Troi
toi mo ma lai chuyén mua ntia, Hiép di
riét xuong bét Khanh Hoi nghéu nghén
trudc bét trét gid dong ho, ma khong thay
chi hét, lai cing khong dam héi tham linh.
Troi mua gié &m 4m, n6 U6t minh hét, lanh
1éo chiu khdong ndi, né phai tré vé nha.

Ba Trim m& ctia cho nd vo va hoi rang:
— Kiém dugc ba may khong?

— Khong dugc. Bot nhiéu qua, khong
biét ho dem ba vé b6t nao. Troi mua lanh
qua, nén toi v€ roi sang t6i sé di kiém nia.
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— Hoi chiéu dén gid an com roi hay
chua?

— Chua.

— Con com dudi nha sau. Bung den
xuong dudi lay ma én.

— Toi khong doi. Hoi chiéu toi cé an

banh.

Ba Tram tré vo budng ma nghi. Thang
Hiép c6i quin 4o udt ma vat cho rao nudc,
roi gan theo nep vach ma phoi. N6 lay bo
khac ma ban v6, ma by do nay rach ra, nén
loi vai loi dit hét. N6 tat den rdi lén vong
ma nam, nghe dau trén c6 tiéng choé sta
vang ran, roi lai nghe duéi kinh tau dat ghe
chay ngang sup 1é inh 6i. N6 nam suy nghi
hoai, ma khong hiéu cha no ¢6 t6i gi ma bi
linh bat. N6 thao thtic sang dém ngt khong
dugc.

Troi huing sang, thang Hiép r6 bo do
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u6t hoi hom da kho roi, no ben thay o
quan rach ra ma ban b¢ do ay vo, lay cai
non ni ct cta né ma doi réi maé ctia ra di.
No6 qua bot Quan nhi trude, no di qua di
lai truéc bot, cho coi linh ¢é dat cha n6 ra
ma tra hoi hay khong. N6 khong thay tam
dang chi hét, mdéi di ra bot Quén nhit roi
lan 1én bét Quan ba.

Pa trua r6i ma tim khong ra moi, né
méi tré xuéng chg Bén Thanh, di nghéu
nghén chung quanh chg. Thinh linh & sau
lung c6 tiéng hoi rang:

— Hiép, may di dau do? Sao biia nay
may khong ban nhuyt trinh?

Thang Hiép day lai thi thay thang Cao
la ban ban nhuyt trinh nhu né; tay 6m mot
bé nhut trinh du thd hét. N6 ben hoi thang
Cao rang: — Bia nay ban kha khong may?

— Khong khd may. Tt hoi s6m moi téi
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béay gié mé&i ban dugc c6 ba muoi may so.
— Ba muoi may s6 con gi niia?

— Sao biia nay may khong bdn, lai tha
di choi?

— Tao mac di kiém ba tao.
— Ba may ¢ dau ma kiém?

— Hom qua ba tao bi linh bat, khong
biét ho dem vé bét nao, ma tu hoi hom téi
gio tao di ngang may bot du hét, song tao
khong thay.

— Co bét bat, ho giam trong kham,
may di ngang ngoai dudng lam sao ma thay
dugc. Ba may lam giong gi ma bi linh bat?

— Khong hiéu. Bau may cho tao mugn
may thi nhyt trinh ctia may ddng tao ki€m
thti coi c¢6 nodi chuyén ba tao bi bat hay
khong.
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— Khong duoc dau may. May mé ra
may coi, rach bang roi tao lam sao.

— Tao biét m6 ma, khong rach dau. May
tudug tao dai 1am sao? Nha nghé ma. Tao
ma ra tao coi mot chut roi tao xin bun tao
dan lai dugc ma.

— Thoi, di qua gare'* day ma coi.

Hai dda dat nhau qua gare xe dién, lai
cai bang" trong g6¢c ma ngoi roi thang Hiép
mdi lap thé g& bang mao td «Nam Ky Tan
Van” ra ma coi. Truong dau cé bai tua dé
chii 16n nhu vay:

Vu cudp hai muadi lam ngan

Ngudi bi cudp sg khong song

Hai gian nhon da bi bat.

12 tiéng Phap da dugc Viét hoa gare=ga: tram, bén xe lta, xe
dién.
13 tiéng Phap: banc= ghé dai trong cac noi cong cong dé€ nghi
chan.
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Thang Hiép thay tua nhu vay thi doc
tht coi ai bi bat do6. Bai 4y n6i nhu vay:

“So bdo hom qua chiing téi co thong tin
vy Mdi Chin Cung bi an cudp giyt mot so
bac rdt Ion ma lai con bi bon cudp chém rat
nang. Nay chiing toi xin thudt r6 rang vu dy
cho djc gid biét théi tan nhan ctia ké gian.

Mdi Chin Cung tudi gdn ndm muidi, vic
om yéu, nha & Saigon, dudng Lefébvre co vg
xdm, ma lgi c6 mot vg ngudi Nam nita
tai Nga Sau trong Chglén. Khong ai biét chii
lam nghé gi song ngudi 6 miét Xom Chiéu
thudng thdy hé c6 tau hang 6 bén Tau qua
thi chu hay xuong tau. Thudong ngay chu di
mot cdi xe kéo nha va chu hay diung cdi xe
kéo dy ma ra vo trong Chg Lon, chd khong di
xe dién.

Theo 1di cia Mdi Chin Cung khai, thi
dém hom qua, diing muoi gio toi, chii 6 Nga
Sau ngoi xe kéo ma vé Sai Gon. Chu c6 dem
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theo mot cdi cdp da, trong dy c6 mot so bac
hai mudi lam ngan dong, co gidy mot tram,
gidy hai chuc va gidy nam dong. Ngoi trén
xe, chil dé€ cdi cdp da khit bén minh. Vé gin
tdi xom Ban C9 thinh linh c6 hai nguioi Viét
Nam, tay cam dao chdn xe kéo chui lai, roi
mot nguoi giut cdi cdp da ma chay vo phia
dong 1ap tran. Chu lat ddat nhdy xuong xe
ma chay theo va la om som, quyét giut cdi
cdp da lai. Thang gian thit nhi nhdy theo
chém chui hai dao té qui xuong ddt, roi no
chay theo thang truéc ma vé dong.

Tén Nam la nguoi kéo xe kéo Mdi Chin
Cung, thdy chu bi nguy, nhung vi khong co
khi gidi nén khong dam tiép ctiu. Phdi chay
ra phia Chg Diii ma la Ma ta". Linh gdc
chay v t6i cho thi bon cudp da tron mdt, chi
thdy Mdi Chin Cing nam dya 1€ dudng bi
hai vét dao chém, mdt vét tai canh tay mdt,
duit thit thau xuong va mot vét tai bang tang

14 tiéng Ma Lai: mata mata= cdanh sdt.
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phia trdi, lam dut lia cdi tai, mdu chdy lai
lang.

Linh lién bdo cho bét hay. Ong Co
quan ba ngoi xe hdi chay vo, kham thuong
tich Mdi Chin Cung roi cho xe ché vo nha
thuiong Chg Rdy. Ong truyén linh cho linh di
rdo trong dong Tap Tran ma tim kiém gian
nhon, song kiém khong dugc bon cudp, chi
dugc hai cdi xe mdy bd trén cdi go md. Trong
hai cdi xe mdy dy, mot cdi khong co khdc tén
chii xe, con mét cdi gan tdm lac® khdc tén:
Ly Truong Mdu.

Thang Hiép doc t6i do thi bién sac, kéu
thang Cao ma noi rang:

— Cao 0i, chidc ba tao bi bat vé vu 25
ngan day chd gi. Co xe mdy cua ba tao day.

— Néu vay thi may no.

15 tiéng Phdp: plaque = bdng s6 xe, miéng nhoém mong khdc tén
chii xe sau khi dong thué luu hanh
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— No cdi gi? Ba tao c6 phai la nguoi
cudp trom dau may. Ba tao lam an ma.

— Dau, may doc hét bai coi ma.
Thang Hiép doc tiép nhu vay:

“Nhd bat dugc hai cdi xe mdy ndy, sé
cdnh sdt phdang ldn méi bat duoc Ly Trudng
Mau, nha & Vinh Hgi, lam cdp-rang phu
trong mot hang vin tdi. Mdu khai ra mdi
bat thém dong loa la Tam Thiét, nha & Xém
Chiéu, lam cu ly trong hang dy. Tuy gian
nhon cii choi hoai, song Co bot xét nha Thiét
co tim dugc mdt s6 bac nam ngan dong, nén
nha duong cudc dinh chac hai tén dy la ké
cuGp va cting chdc trong vai ngay niia sé tim
ra dugc so bac cua Mai Chin Cung bi giut.

Con Mdi Chin Cung thi duong nam tai
nha thuong, binh coi ndng lam, quan thdy
thudc chua dam chac ciiu dugc hay khong.
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Dugc tin gi thém nita, bdn bdo sé dang
cho cong chiing biét”.

Thang Hiép doc ddt bai ro6i thi rung
rung nudc mat va néi qua quyét véi thang
Cao rang:

— Tuy nhut trinh néi nhu vay, song tao
chac ba tao khong c6 giut cta dau.

— Khong c6 sao ma co bot bat.
— Ho nghi r6i ho bat nhau ché gi.

— Bi ho bat dugc cai xe may ctia ba may
dd, nén tao sg kho gé ché.

- U, xe mdy & dau ma lai dem bo do
khong biét. Tao muon kiém ba tao ding
tao hoi thu coi. Khong biét bay gio ho giam
¢ dau.

— Theo bai nhyt trinh d6 thi 6ng Co
quan ba tra xét, chac ba may bi giam trén
bot quan ba ché dau.
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— May ndi c6 ly: dé tao 1én bot Giéng
Nudc tao lap thé hoi do thu coi.

— May tudng dé lam sao? May lang
chan lén dé linh danh may chét.

— Tao & ngoai 19, co lam viéc chi dau
ma ho danh.

- O ngoai 16 1am sao ma hoi thim ba
may dugc.

— Thay ké! Lén do roi sé hay.
— May an com chua?

— Tt hdi chiéu hom qua cho téi bay gio
tao khong cé an com, hom qua ban nhut
trinh vé tao giao cho di tao hai cac, du may
xu tao an banh tri com.

— Thang nhin doéi gidi di!

— Tt sém moi t6i gio tao ban dugc ba
muoi may s6 nhut trinh. Thoi tao v6i may
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xuong cho ¢t an com cho no roi sé di kiém
ba may ché.

— May bao cho tao nghe khong, ché
thiét tao khong co6 tién da.

— Pugc ma, tao bao.

— Ma r6i may ciing phai cho ludn tao s6
nhut trinh “Nam ky” nay da, cho dang tao
dem vé tao doc cho di tao nghe.

— Dugc. Tao san long véi may luon ludn
ma.

Hai dtia dat nhau xuéng chg cti an com
hét sau xu, roi phai phan ré nhau, thiang
Cao di ban nhut trinh, con thang Hiép cam
t6 “Nam ky Tan vdn” lén bot Giéng Nudc.

Thang Hiép ngdi ngoai 10 ma cho téi
toi mo ma khong thdy tam dang cha né.

NO bén di vé nha kiém com an va doc
bai nhyt trinh cho Ba Tram nghe. Ba Tram
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thi cham chi nghe doc, song sac mat coi
khong budn chi lam.

Qua ngay sau, thang Hiép 1én bot
Giéng Nudc ma don. Gan 10 gid no thay
céd mot cai xe hoi & phia sau chay ra dau
trudc cta bot, roi mot 6ng Co véi hai thay
doi dat cha nd véi mot ngudi niia dem 1én
xe. No 1at dat chay lai thi bi linh dudi, nén
n6 khong ndi dugc mot tiéng chi véi cha
n6. Xe hoi mé may ma chay, n6 ding ngo
ngao, khong hiéu ho dem cha no di dau.
May luc ay c6 hai ngudi linh néi chuyén
v6i nhau, n6 nghe mot ngudi noi:

— Bon nay cti choi hoai! Gidi xuéng Toa

coi ching né cé chiu khai hay khong.

Thang Hiép nghe nhu vy mdi biét ho
gidi cha no ra Toa, nén di riét xuong Toa
diing ngoai cia ma don niia.
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Pén 11 gid rudi, hai thay doi méi dat
cap-rang Mau va Tam Thiét trong Toa di
ra. Miu viia thiy thang Hiép thi ndi rang:

— Toa giam ba roi. Con veé di. Khong cé
sao dau ma sg.

Thang Hiép khoc rong, ding ngé theo
nguai ta dat cha né vé kham 16n.

NO tré vé nha thuat lai cho Ba Tram
nghe, r6i biia sau di ban nhut trinh dang
kiém tién an.
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CHUONG IV
TOA XU

C/ ach hai thang sau, cdc nhuyt bao déu
\J dang tin Toa Dai Hinh Saigon dinh
ngay nhém xu, lai ciing ddng luoén chuong
trinh Toa dinh ngay nao sé xt nhiing vu
nao.

Thang Hiép di ban nhut bdo, né doc
chuong trinh ay, no thay c6 vu cha né va
Tam Thiét bi cao vé td6i chém Mai Chin
Cung ma giut bac, nén t6i né vé nha no
thuat lai cho di ghé no hay.
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Ba Tram, tuy chong bi giam, song bé an
§ cling nhu thudng, néu ai hoi tham Cap
rang Mau thi c6 lam b buon, con & trong
nha vdi con thi ¢6 cling vui vé nhu khong
cO tai hoa chi hét.

Co nghe thiang Hiép noi cha no sé bi
Toa Pai Hinh xt, thi c6 khong 16 sac lo sg
hay la budn rau. C6 chi hdi né:

— Khong biét Toa Dai Hinh xt, minh di
coi dugc hay khong?

— Dugc ché. Ai vo cling dugc hét thay.
Toéi di coi hai ba lan roi. Di muon di, thi
btia d6 t6i dat di di.

- U, btia d6 may dait tao di v6i con
Hao v0 Toa ddng tao thay mdt ba may mot

chut. Khong biét ho cé cho néi chuyén hay
khong?

— N6i chuyén dau dugc!
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— Tudéng ndi dugc thi tao ndi cho ba
may hay, 6 nha v¢ con no am. Khong c6
sao dau ma lo.

— May thang nay ba bi giam, khong cé
lanh luong nita, roi lam sao du tién dn vay
di?

— Thi mo6i bia may ban nhut trinh may
dua cho tao hai cac do, tao mua gao dn. C6
nhiéu dn nhiéuy, cd it an it, phai tién tdn ché
sao; con blia nao cd thiéu hut thi tao chay
qua di Tu mdy bén Cau Ong Lanh tao xin.
Xua ray di Tu may né giup cho tao c6 may
chuc dong roi.

— Di Tu giap thi chiing ba vé ba lam roi
ba tra lai cho di.

— Biét c6 vé dugc hay khong!

— Sao lai khong vé. Toi chic ba toi chang
bao gid cudp giut cta ai. Co bot lugm dugc
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cai xe may cta ba dd, ho nghi nhu vay thoi,
thé€ nao chling xti, Toa ciing tha bong.

— Néu dugc nhu vay thi noi gi!
— Pé& biia xt r6i di coi.

T6i ngay Toa xu, thang Hiép thuc day
sém, n6 xin di ghé né stia soan dang né dat
di di. Ba Tram mdc mot cdi do xuyén véi
mot cdi quan lanh mdi, toéc bsi vém vang,
rang danh sach bop, con Hao thi ban quan
lanh den véi 4o ba ba lua trang, dau c6 cai
lugc cai. Con thang Hiép thi né cling con
madc cdi quan vai den cut véi cdi 4o vai trang
cti nhu hoi trudc.

Ba me con dét nhau qua Cau Ong Lanh
roi 1én Toa.

Tuy chua t6i gio, song bién Tay, sen
dam'® da diing bao chung quanh phong xu
va ba con cua t6i nhon cung la chung va

16 hay sang d4, san da: tiéng Phap gendarme: canh sat.
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Trang su déu tuu lai dong nuc.

Ba Tram véi hai dia nhé lai dting trong
mot géc trude phong xt véi nhiéu nguoi
don ba khac, cach chang bao lau linh giai
toi nhon nam tay nhau ma di hai hang, hai
bén thi linh theo git.

Thang Hiép kéo tay di ghé nd va chi
trong ddm t6i nhon ma ndi:

— Ba kia, di.
Ba Tram gat dau. Con Hao noi:

— Ba ban quan 4o sao ma nhau nhe hét
vay ma ha? Con ba cao dau troc 16¢ chi vay?

Linh dat t6i nhon v6 phong xt ma sap
cho ngoi c6 thu ty roi ding chung quanh
ma gid.

Cach mot lat, ngudi ta cho phép chiing
va ba con ctia t0i nhon cuing la cong chung
vO phong xu. Me con Ba Tram di theo ho
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vO ngdi mot cai bang d€ gan ctia v6i nhiéu
nguoi khac.

Thang Hiép ngd dam tdi nhon ngodi
phia trudc ma kiém cha né. Cap rang Mau
day lai thay vg con thi cudi, coi by khonglo
so buon rau chi hét.

Lan lan ngudi ta vo cang thém dong,
chen 1an nhau ma ngo6i. Quan chuéng Ly,
quan Luc Sy, Trudng Toa va Trang Su cling
déu tuu da.

Dong ho go 8 gid, ké nghe tiéng chudng
run & trong, roi ba quan Toa ban do dé véi
ba ong Hoi Dong thdm an Viét Nam béan
ao dai, bit khdan den, mé ctia phia trong ma
budc ra. Ong Trudng Toa ho mot tiéng 16n,
ai ndy déu dung day hét thay.

Cac quan Toa ngdi hang gitia ngd
ra phia ngoai, m¢t bén thi quan Chudng
Ly, con moét bén thi quan Luc Su véi thay
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thong ngdn ngdi. Cac quan Trang Su ong
thi ding, 6ng thi ngdi tai hai cai ban trudc.
Trong phong xt déu lang trang, cdi khong
khi oai nghiém lam cho ngudi hung dit dén
day thé nao ciing phai khiép sg.

Thang Hiép hoi hop trong long, 1dy tay
cao Ba Tram ma ndi nho rang: “Toi ghé qua
di”. Ba Tram ciing sg, nén hat tay no va lac
dau, té dau biéu dung ndi chuyén.

Quan Luc Su kéu tén Ly Trudng Mau
va Lé Vian Thiét, va doc mdt t& dai lam.
Chtling doc dut r6i, thay Thong ngdn méi
kéu Mau diing day biéu dua tay lén ma thé
khai thiét, r6i hdi tén ho gi, may tudi, sanh
dé ¢ dau, lam nghé nghié¢p gi, nha cua &
ddau, c6 vg hay khong.

Cap rang M4u tra 16i r6 rang rang:

— Toi tén Ly truong Mau, 40 tudi, sanh
dé & Saigon, lam cap-rang phu cho hang
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van tai tai Xém Chiéu, nha & dua kinh
Dérivation, co vg va c6 hai dda con.

Toa hoi:

— Anh giup viéc cho hang van tai dugc
bao lau?

Méu dap:

— Hon ba ndm roi.

Toa hoi:

— Anh an luong moi thang bao nhiéu?
Mau dap:

— Hai muoi ldm dong.

Thay thong ngdn noi:

— Anh bi cdo trong dém 12 thang ba Tay
nam nay, 16i chling mudi gid tdi, anh hiép
v6i tén Tam Thiét, la ngudi lam viéc mot
s6 v6i anh, ma nup dua mé dudng Chas-
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seloup Laubat (duong Héng Thap Tw/XVNT/NTM
Khai)noi dai vd Chglén, noi khoang vang vé
khong cd nha, tay lai c6 cam khi gidi, roi
chan xe kéo ctia ngudi khach tru tén Mai
Chin Cung ma giut cai cdp da, trong ay co
dung 25 ngan dong bac gidy. Theo ho so thi
chinh minh anh giut cdi cdp ay ma chay.
Madi Chin Cung chay theo niu anh ma la.
Tén Tam Thiét nhdy dén chém Mai Chin
Cung hai dao té qui, roi hai ngudi méi chay
vO dong Tap tran ma thodat than. Tai chta va
anh xa phu da nhin anh mot cach qua quyét
ma co bét lai 1ay dugc hai cdi xe may trong
dong Tap tran, gan chd cudp giut 4y, mot
cai plaque khac tén ho anh r6 rang. Anh cé
nhan cdc diéu méi noi, su thiét hay khong?
Hay la anh c6 diéu chi dé chtia minh thi
khai hét cho Toa nghe.

Mau ding ém mot chut réi tang hang
va dap rang:
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— Bam quan Toa, nhiing diéu Toa méi
noi do thiét toi khong hay bi€t chut nao hét.
T6i v can ma. Mdi Chin Cung véi tén Nam
la nguoi kéo xe lai nhin mdt va khai qua
quyét toi giut bac. Thiét dém 12 thang ba,
toi ngh tai nha Tam Thiét bén Xom Chiéu.
bém ay tén Tan lai choi va noi chuyén véi
toi va Tam Thiét qua mudi mot gio khu-
ya, roi méi vé. Néu mudi mot gid toi con &
nha Tam Thiét bén X6m Chiéu thi lam sao
ma hoi mudi gid toi don Mai Chin Cing
tai Ban C& cach Xém Chiéu ba bon cay so
ngan ma giut bac cho dugc. Xin Toa thim
xét lai kéo oan cho tdi toi nghiép.

Toa noi:

— Phai, theo 16i khai chting cua anh, la
tén Tan, thi hoi 11 gio anh véi Tam Thiét
con 6 tai Xom Chiéu. Song1dikhai ay khong
tin dugc la vi tén Tan la ban hitu lam chung
mot s& vGi anh, c6 1é 1a tén Tan khai nhu
vay ddng cdu anh.
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Méu dap:

— Bam, t6i ¢6 tdi hay la vo tdi 1a do 16i
khai ctia tén Tan. Va lai tén Tan c6 ngodi noi
chuyén choi véi toi t6i 11 gid, nén no khai
su thiét nhu vay, ma Toa muodn xu t6i cach
nao t6i cling cui dau vung chiu hét.

Toa noi:

— Anh dling n6i vay. Néu xét ra ma anh
vO tOi thi Toa co 1€ dau lai lam t6i anh. Tiéc
vi 16i khai cta ching anh 13 mét bang cé
mong manh qud, khong da chi r6 anh vo
t0i, con co nhiéu viéc khac lam cho Toa
qua quyét anh c6 toi kia ma. S6 canh sat lay
dugc cai xe may cta anh gan cho Mai Chin
Cang bi cudp giut, dé la mot cai bang cé
chac chan qua, anh c6 thé nao ma cai dugc.

Méu dap:

— Badm quan Toa, vu cai xe may thi
toi da khai v6i quan Thdm An rang t6i bi
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nguoi ta dn cap may bia trudc. Ngudi an
cap xe cla tdi rdi di cudp giut ngudi khac,
toi cling phai bi lién can vé su cudp giut
d6 hay sao? Toi chdc Toa chang bao gis gat
gao dén thé.

Toa nodi:

— Anh bi ngudi ta an cidp xe may ma
anh khong c6 c& Co bot. Bay gio d6 bé,
anh khai nhu vay, lam sao Toa tin anh cho
dugc. Huong chi anh ¢ chung mét nha véi
Tam Thiét...

Maéu chidn ma cai:

— B&m, t6i ¢6 nha riéng, t6i c6 vg con;
thud nay t6i & nha t6i, ché khong phai &
chung v6i Tam Thiét, vi t6i cé viéc xich
mich véi vg toi, nén t6i lai & véi Tam Thiét
c6 ba bon ngay ma thoi.

Toa nodi:
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— Phai. Téa muon ndi trong lac Mai
Chin Cung bi giut bac va bi chém thi anh
¢ mot nha v6i Tam Thiét, ma chiing Co
bat anh thi anh cling con & ddo. Anh véi
Tam Thiét & chung modt nha, s§ canh sat
lay dugc cdi xe mdy ctia anh v6i mot cdi xe
mady khac ntia gan chdé Mai Chin Cung bi
cudp, lai tim dugc gan nha Tam Thiét ndm
ngan dong bac, nhiing viéc 4y ha khong du
¢ cho Toa doan quyét anh véi Tam Thiét
hiép nhau ma cuép giut hay sao?

Mau dap:

— Bdm, Co boét xét 1ay nam ngan dong
bac gan nha Tam Thiét, ché khong phai
trong nha.

Toa noi:

— Anh dung tam ma cai nhu vay khong
hay. Cach cai nhu vay thi lam cho Toa thay
anh kiém 16i chita minh, ché khong phai
nhan anh vo t6i dau.
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Méu dap:

— Ma dau ki€m dugc nam ngan dong
bac dé trong nha di niia, t6i cting khong cé
t0i bai vi néu toi cé giut bac thi tdi dem vé
nha t6i gidu, ma o6ng Co xét nha t6i khong
cé mdt dong bac nao hét.

Toa noi:

— Anh chta minh that 1a khoén lanh.
Dau anh noi giong gi, ciing khong khoéi Toa
nghi anh giut bac, anh chia cho Tam Thiét
ndm ngan, con hai chuc ngan anh gidu chd

khac.
Méu dap:

— Cdi “nghi” cua Toa t6i khong thé nao
cai dugc. Toi chi lay Toa kiém cho da bang
G roi sé lam t6i toi, ché khong cé bang c6,
cti dung céi “nghi” ma kéu an thi oan cho
mot nguoi vo toi.



Lgediniing T 91
Toa noi:
— Toa sé cho anh thay bang cé.

Quan Chanh Toa day Méu tréd lai cho
cli ma ngoi, roi kéu Mdi Chin Cung ding
lén trudc mat Toa ma khai.

Mii Chin Cang dut mat mot cdi tai bén
trai, tai mang tang lai c6 mot cdi theo rat
16n viia md6i lanh. La&i khai cta chu giong
in nhu 161 cta quan Chanh Toa noi hoi
nay. Toa day chu chi trong ddm téi nhon
coi ngudi nao givt cdp da dung bac, nguoi
nao chém. Chua Mdi Chin day lai, ngé qua
dam t0i nhon roi chi Ly Truéng Mau noéi
qua quyét rang tén 4y giut cdi cap da, lai chi
Tam Thiét ma noi tén dé chém chu.

Toa kéu tén Nam, la ngudi kéo xe cho
Mai Chin Cuang, lén ma hoi thi ngudi nay
khai va chi toi nhon y nhu Mdi Chin Cang.
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Trong phong xt im lim, dudng nhu cé
mot ludng gi6 lam lanh hét thay trong long
da ctia nhiing ngudi ngdi trong do.

Mot vi Trang su diing day ndi:

— Toi rat cung kinh xin Toa hoi Mai
Chin Cung vé6i tén Nam coi thud nay cé
biét mdt tén Mau va tén Thiét hay khong.

Quan Chanh To6a néi:

— Theo ho so thi hai ngudi nay da cé
khai tai phong Thidm &n rang: trudc vu
cudp giut thi chang hé gip Mau va Thiét
lan nao. Nhu Trang su mudn hoi thém Toa
san long nham 16i xin.

Quan Chdnh Toa héi Mdi Chin Cung
vGi tén Nam thi hai ngudi déu khai trude
vu cudp giut hai ngudi khong quen biét véi
Mau va Thiét.

Trang su noi:
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— Xin Toa nhé gium 161 khai nay cho
bi cdo nho. Mdi Chin Cung dn com véi vo
Viét Nam, thé nao cling c6 udng rugu chut
dinh. Ngoi xe kéo trg vé Saigon luc muoi
gio toi, troi trong gié mat, tu nhién trong
long khoé khoan, cdp mat lim dim. Con tén
Nam kéo xe, chay dudng dai ty nhién phai
mét than thé, 13 mo6 hoi, cap mat dé hao
quang. Thinh linh bon cuép chian duodng,
cht ngdi trén xe, t6 kéo ¢ dudi, ty nhién
cd hai déu phai hét hon mat via. Da vay ma
cai thoi gian giut cap da va chém, né ngan
ngin mau le nhu nhay mat, phan ban dém
tam t0i, c6 1€ nao Cang véi Nam nhdé mat
ké cudp cho dugc.

Quan Chudng ly chan ma néi:

— Téi xin cai v6i 6ng Trang su rang cho
“cudp giut” d6 khong phai tdm toi. Dudng
c6 den khi sang quac.

Trang su cudi va dap:
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— Toéi van biét duong ay co den khi.
Nhung t6i xin cailai raing nha nuéc cam den
khi t6i ndm chuc thuéc méi c6 mot ngon,
bon cudp khong dai gi nap dudsi ngon den
ma cho ddng chian dudng, tu nhién ching
n6 nuap cho xa ngon deén, nghia la cach 25
thudc, thilam sao thay ré guong mdt ching
no dugec.

Quan Chéanh Toa hoi:

— Quan Chuodng ly chua budc t6i ma
sao ong lai cai?

Trang su dap:

— Khong. Téi chua cai. Toi chi xin Toa
ghi nhé may khodn tdi da vach ra dé ma
thoi.

Quan Chdnh Toa git dau roi kéu Ly
Truong Mau dung day ma ndi:

— Anh mudn ¢6 bédng cé, thi Mai Chin
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Cang v6i anh Nam la bang ¢é hién hién
day, anh vtia long chua?

Mau dap:

— Bdm d¢6 la chiing, ché khong phai
bang cé. Néu Toa tin 161 chiing do, thi toi
xin cling tin 16i chung cta t6i véi.

Quan Chanh Toa ndéi:
— Toa s€ hoi ching cua anh.

Quan Chanh Toa biéu kéu tén chiing,
la tén Tan. Ngai day tén Tan dua tay mat
1én ma thé r6i hoi tén Tan dém mudi hai
thang ba cé noéi chuyén véi Mdu va Thiét
hay khong, néi 6 dau, tu gié nao téi gio
nao?

Tén Tan khai rd rang dém ay no6 ghé
nha tham Tam Thiét hoi tam gio toi, cd cap
rang Mau & dé. Ba ngudi ngo6i ndi chuyén
choi t6i mudi mot gis khuya né buon ngt
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nén mdi tu gia ma vé nha. Hoi no ra vé thi
Mau duong gidng mung stia soan ngu.
Toa hoi:

— Anh thay trong nha Tam Thiét cé
dong ho hay khong?

Tan dép:
— Toi khong dé€ y dén su do.

Toa hoi: Bita dé anh c6 dong ho trai
quit trong tui anh hay khong?

Tan dap: - Toi khong c6 sam dong ho
nho.

Toa noi:

— Néu anh khong c6 dong ho ma anh
ciing khong thay dong ho trong nha Tam
Thiét, thi sao anh dam chac hoi anh lai 1a
tam gid va qua mudi mot gid anh mdi ve.

Tan dap:
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— Bam, t6i nham chting.

Toa noi:

— Toa cting nham chting anh lai d6 hoéi
sdu gid roi bay gid anh vé cling dugc vay.
Ma thoi, Toa chi héi thém anh mot cau nay
ntia: theo 16i khai ctia anh, thi dém ay anh
¢ nha Tam Thiét trén ba gid dong ho. Anh
noi chuyén gi ma ngoi lau di vay, anh thuat
lai cho Toa nghe tht coi.

Tén Tan dung lo ldo mot hoi lau, khong
tra 16i.

Toa thuc:

— Khai di?

Téan dap:

— To6i khong nhé hom d6 noéi chuyén
gl.

Toa hoi:
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— Méi hai thang nay, c6 1é nao anh quén
hét?

Tan dap:
— T6i khong nhé dugc.

Quan Chanh Toa day Tan ra ngoai roi
kéu bi cdo la Tam Thiét ra diing trudc mat
Toa. Ngai day dua tay mat 1én ma thé roi
héi tén, ho, tudi, nghé nghiép, nha ctia, vg
con.

Tam Thiét cao 16n, manh dan, ding
khai rang:

— To6i tén Lé van Thiét, hai muoci tam
tudi, sanh dé tai Choldn, chua co vg, lam cu
li trong hang Vén tdi, nha & tai X6m Chiéu.

Quan Chdnh Toa cling ndi y nhu may
161 ngai ndi v6i Ly Trudng Mau hoi nay va
héi Tam Thiét chiu nhin nhéan t6i ac cua
minh lam hay khong?
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Tam Thiét lac dau dap rang:

— Toi khong cé cudp giut tién bac cua
ai hét.

Toa noi:

— Tai cht Mai Chin Cang véi ching la
tén Nam dong khai quyé€t cho anh va chanh
anh cam dao chém Mai Chin Cung, anh
con choi gi niia?

Thiét dap:

— Ho khai gian.

Toa noéi: S& canh sat lai co xét lay dugc
nam ngan dong bac, anh bo vao hop banh
mi ma chon dua bén hé anh. Phai s6 bac
ay 1a phan cua tén Mdu chia cho anh hay
khong?

Thiét dap:
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— Khong. Ai 1én dem chon bac & do toi
khong hay.

Toa hoi: Da c6 bang c¢6 va chiing khai
han hoi, nhu vdy ma anh cd chéi hoai hay
sao’?

Thiét dap:

— Toi khong c6 an cudp, lam sao ma toi
chiu co6 cho duoc.

Quan Chanh Toa run vai roi khoat tay
biéu Tam Thiét tré vé ché ma ngdi.

Quan Chuédng ly ding day budc toi,
bac bé miy lé ctua Ly Truong Mau va Lé
V'Thiét vién 1€ ma chiia minh, néi hai bi
cao da cudp giut mot so bac rat 16n ma lai
con gan giét mot mang ngudi, ludn nhiing
161 choi 1a mot cach chiia minh rat vo ly,
xin Toa phai vi cudc an cu lac nghiép cua
x4 hoi ma trung tri hai bi cdo thiét ndng né,
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dé cho ké khac kiéng né, khong dam cudp
giut nda.

Nghe 15i budc t6i gat gao nghiém nghi
ay, thi trong phong lang trang, ai cling chac
bi cao sé bi an.

Vi Trang su cdi lé hoi nay vé sy Mai Chin
Cung v6i tén Nam nhin mdt Ly Trudng
M4u, bay gi¢ ding day ma bién luan dang
cuu tén bi cao dy. Ban dau 6ng noéi cham rai
nho nho, 1an lan 6ng cat giong lén cao, 16i
noi hung hao, b tuéng manh mé, khi tha
thi€t nhu than, khi 6 ao lam gian, khi phinh
pho kiéu ngao, khi chim chim miéng cuoi.
Ong noi sy 14y xe mdy tai dong Tap tran
khong phai la cai bang ¢ chiing chac tén
Mau an cudp, sy nhin mdt cua tai chu va
ctia xa phu khong dung. Ong nai xin phai
tin 161 khai ctia ching la tén Tan. Chiing
két ludn, ong xin Toa hay nghi Ly Trudng
Mau thud nay la mot ngudi chan thatlo lam
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mudén ma nuoi vg con, khdng cé an ti€t chi
hét, hay nghi xét nha tén Mau khong kiém
dugc bac, ma ti ay dén nay s& Canh sat
tham do thi ciing khong thay vg con Mau
an xai choi boi; xin 6ng hay lay cong tam
ma xét lai, tén Mau bi 16i ra trudc Toa Dai
Hinh veé t6i cudp giut chi vi tinh nghi ma
thoi, ché khong c6 bang ¢6 chac chan. Vay
Toa phai tha bong méi cong binh, méi khoi
lam an 1am mot tén vo toi.

Ong cdi r6i 6ng ngdi xuéng. Thinh gia
déu thd ra phi da.

Mot vi Trang su khac ding day bién
luén gium cho bi cdo Lé Van Thiét. Ong
ndi nhé nhe, ém ai, 6ng khong dung khau
khi, chi trung ly ludn ma bac bé t& budc tdi.
Ong cho 16i qua quyét cia tai chti va clia tén
Néam la 161 cdo gian, bdi vi dén mudi mot
gio khuya ma Tam Thiét con noi chuyén véi
khach tai nha, thi khong thé nao h6i muoi
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gi6 ma chan dudng cudp giut Mai Chin
Cung tai Ban Co cho dugc. Con nam ngan
dong bac ki€ém dugc gan hé Tam Thiét, thi
ong noéi rang Tam Thiét mudn mot cdn nha
la ma &, theo luat Viét Nam, thi ngoai can
nha ay, Thiét khong cé quyén gi hét. Néu
nghi Thiét cudp bac vé giau tai do, sao Toa
khong nghi cho chu dat, hodc ngudi cian
phia bén kia cling gan choé gidu d6 ma lai
nghi cho Thiét. Ong xin Toa xét chd d6 ma
tha béng Lé Vin Thiét.

Trang su cai xong roi, quan Chanh Toa
héi hai bi cdo con mudn khai thém diéu chi
ntia. Cac quan Toa va Thadm an dong ding
day di vo phong phia sau ma nghi an.

* %
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Cach nua gid, Toa mdi ra nhom lai va
quan Chanh Toa doc an phat:

1. Ly Truong Méu, mudi ndm khd sai.
2. Lé Van Thiét, mudi hai nam kho sai.

Thang Hiép nghe Toa lén 4n cha né
muoi ndm kh sai, thi né bain ran tay chan,
viia khoc viia ding day kéo tay Ba Tram
biéu di vé. Chting mdy me con di ngang
qua ctia khdm 16n, thang Hiép ding ngo vo
kham, nhé cha nd sé & trong A6 mudi nam
thi n6 ngam ngui nén nudc mat nhd giot.

Thinh linh cé ti€éng 6n ao phia bén Toa.
May me con Ba Tram day lai thi thay linh
sen dam duong dat Truong Mau va Tam
Thiét xuéng kham.

Cap rang M4u kéu vg va ndi rang:

— Ma con Hao, § nha rang day gitium hai
dia nho, nghe khong. Mudi nam roi toi sé
ve.
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Linh x6 Mau di riét, khong cho néi
nua.

Thang Hiép dung ngéd theo dau dén
nhu dao cat ru6t.
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CHUONG YV
ME GHE CON GHE

Tai C4u Ong Lanh, doc theo dudng
I Lo heo, hdi trudc cé6 mdt day phd
lau cq, trong hai can pho dau cé don mot
tiém bdn ca phé nudc tra va banh ngot,
banh min da thd, modi budi trua va budi
toi ngudi ta dén dn uong nudm nugYp.

Chu tiém nay tén la T Hiu, la ngudi
Minh huong, cé v¢ ngudi Nam tén la Tu
Hudng, la em rugt cta Ba Tram.
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Cach may thang trudc, Ba Tram xach
gid bac di ra Cdu Ong Lanh la dem géi cho
Tu Huong.

Biia Toa xti Cdp rang Mau rdi, me con
Ba Tram dit nhau di vé, t6i Cau Ong Lanh
thi thang Hiép di mdt minh vé€ nha, con Ba
Tram v6i con Hao thi ghé lai tiém nudc cta
Tu Hiu.

Viia buéc vo tiém, con Hao gap con
Kién 1a con gdi ctia Tt Hiiu, chi em mting
nhau nén & d6 ma choi, Ba Tram budc vo
trong ndi nho véi Tt Hiu rdng:

— Ba con Hao bi Toa 1én 4n muGi nam.
Tu Hitu chung hting hoi rang:

— Cha cha! Téi mudi nam hay sao?

Ba Tram gat d4u roi di thang 1én 14u.

Tu Huong duong nam trén bo van ma
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cho con bu, ngo thay chi lom com ngoi day
hoi rang:

— Chi ndi biia nay Toa xt anh, sao chi
khong di 1én Toa hoi thdm coi dnh dugc
Toa tha hay la bi an?

Ba Tram vén 4o ngdi mot bén em ma
dap nho nhé ring:

— Qua di coi Toa xt ti hoi s6m mai téi
gio, qua mdi ve t6i day.

— Toa xtt sao do?
— Toa kéu an musi nam.
— Chét chua!

— Tai cht véi ngudi kéo xe ho nhin
mat, ho khai qua quyét, tu nhién Toa phai
kéu an ndng chd sao.

— Toa c6 hoi s6 bac giut d6 dem giau
cho nao hay khong?
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— Khong ... 6, may qua! Toa khong cé
hoi cai dé. Tai sao vay khong biét.

— Tuy vay ma chi ciing phai de dait,
diing c6 chdn ron, rai d6 bé ra ho lay lai
ma minh con phai & tu ca dam.

— Em tudng qua dai lam sao? May
thang nay qua lay c6 may chuc dong bac
ddng mua gao, cd ma an, con bao nhiéu thi
con nguyén do, qua c6 dam dong téi dau.

— U, thiing thing vay, diing c6 gip. Dgi
ndm bay thang, hodc mdt ndm ngudi ngoai
roi chi sé xai.

— Thang Tu nd hiéu viéc d6 hay khong?
— Khong. Téi gidu, t6i khong dam ndi.

- U, em dling c6 noi cho né biét lam
chi. D€ sau roi qua sé giap cho mdt hai
ngan lam von budn ban. Qua kha thi em
cling kha vay ma.
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— Con thang con riéng ctia anh, n6 biét
hay khong?

— Khong. N6 ciing khong biét gi hét.
Pém cha né 1én dem vé thi néd ngt nén
khong hay. May thang nay qua c6 ndi ra
dau ma no biét.

— Bita nay nd c6 1én Toa coi xu hay
khong?

— C6, nho no dat, ché khong thi qua cé
biét dau ma di coi.

— Toi sg n6é doc nhut trinh, réi né coi

Toa xti nita, né phat nghi ché.

— Khong c6 dau. Ba con Hao choi hoai,
khong chiu cé cuép giut, thi né cé de dem
tién bac vé nha dau ma nghi.

— Blia hom chi dém hét thay bao nhiéu?

— Mudi chin ngan chin tram dong.
Theo nhu 16i trén Toa hoi nay, thi Mai
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Chin Cung bi giut 25 ngan. Co bét xét lay
lai dugc 5 ngan & sau he Tam Thiét. Lé thi
phai con 20 ngan. Khong biét lac § dau mat
hét 100 dong.

— Oi! Mét 100 déng ciing khéng hai gi.
Khong biét chting anh chan lai d€ bo theo
lung ma xai.

— Em cat gitm cho ky nghe khong,
diing c6 ho hdong da.

— Dé khong! Toi bo cai gio trong tu o,
toi khoa tt, chia khda t6i giti trong tai lu6én
ludn day.

- U, phai giii cho git mdi dugc.

— Chi ¢6 tinh chling ngudi ngoai roi,
chi lay bac ra ma lam viéc gi hay khong?

~ Thung thang rdi sé hay. Bay gid c6
biét lam viéc gi dau. Co 1é qua sé mua mot
cai nha ma & cho sach sé, roi sam mot cai



Lgs sz 113

xe hoi dé€ qua di choi.

— Chi mua sam nhu véy thi dong tién
cua chi chét, chi cd lgi gi dau.

— Phdi an & cho sung sudng da, rdi tinh
giong gi sau sé hay.

— C6 von, phdi lo budén ban lam én cho
cO lgi thém ntia ché.

— Em néi theo diéu vg chéc hoai, hé mé
miéng thi tinh 16i tinh 16. Ai ma lam nhu
vay cho dugc.

Tu Hudng cudi. Co nghe noi Ba Tram
chua dn com, nén kéu ban trong tiém sai di
mua do vé don cho me con Ba Tram an.

Con thing Hiép vé thang bén nha, no
ndm cheéo queo trén cai vong, nudc mat cd
tuon ra hoai, khong an khong udng chi hét.
Pén x€, Hai Tién budc vd nha, thay thang
Hiép nam lim dim thi héi rang:
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— Chi Ba di dau vang véy chau?
~ Di t6i con ghé bén chg Ong Lanh.

— Nghe ndi btia nay Toa xt anh Ba phai
khong?

— Phai. Toa xt r6i hoi sém moi.
— XU sao do chau?

Thang Hiép béu bao dap rang:
— X0 mudi nam tu, thim Hai a!

Hai Tién la ba tiéng: “Troi dat oil”, roi
ngdi trén ghé ma khéc rdm rat. Thang Hiép
thay vay cang thém dong long nén no cling
khéc. Cach mdt hoi, né vut dung day ma
noéi rang:

- Oi! Mudi nim ciing khong lau gi, ba
toi & th oan hay la ung, dau nguoi ta khong
biét, ché troi cling biét. Toi lam ma nuoi di
toi v6i em toi dugc, khong hai gi.
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Hai Tién thay Hiép con nhé ma néi
mdy 16i khang khai 4y thi ng6i ng6 né tran
tran.

Thang Hiép day qua ro6i hoi Hai Tién
rang:

— Xua ray thim don nha di dau mat vay
thim Hai?

— Qua 6 bén Bén Thanh ddng mua ban
kiém com dn, ché khong c6 don 6ng ma &
bén nay thi kho lam dn lam. Chau con di

ban nhuyt trinh hay khong?
— Con ché.

— Chi Ba cho chau di lam nhu vay ntia
hay sao?

— Cho. Néu khong cho thi com dau ma

v

an.

Hai Tién dting day ngé thang Hiép tran
tran roi noi rang:
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— Chting chi Ba v€, chau néi lai c6 thim
qua tham nha. Thoi, thim vé.

Thang Hiép dua Hai Tién ra cta, thay
mot ddm con nit duong gidn choi ngoai
dudng, né men men di lai dd, ma chiing lai
gan thi né chau may ro6i thung thang trg vé
nha.

bén chiéu, Ba Tram v6i con Hao vé, c6
xach hai ba géi banh dua cho thang Hiép
ma biéu an. Hiép doi bung nén phai an,
nhung ma nd khong vui chuat nao hét.

Sang btia sau, thang Hiép di lanh nhut
trinh ma ban nhu thuodng, rdi chiéu co
dugc bao nhiéu déu dua hét cho Ba Tram.
Biia nao noé cing lam nhu vdy, ma né
khong buon, khong vui chi hét, dudng nhu
né tudng su cuc khé do la bon phéan cta
no6. N9 lang thang lué6i thudi, con con Hao
thi quin 4o nhdn nha, nhiéu khi Ba Tram
di chg v¢ lai ngdi xe kéo nifa, nhung ma né
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Mot biia, thang Hiép di ban nhut trinh
dén t6i mo méi vé nha, thay trong nha
khong den, ma cua lai khoéa phia ngoai. N6
déi bung nén lai quan mua mét 6 banh mi
ngudi, véi mot tang'” dudng ma dn roéi nam
trén cdi chong nhé trudc hang ba ma ngu.
bén khuya, c6 moét cai xe hoi lai dau ngay
trudc ctia, den choi sang loa. Thang Hiép
giut minh, ngdéc dau day thi thay Ba Tram
v6i con Hao trén xe duong leo xuong, roi
con Hao di v0 cta, con Ba Tram thi chong
tay lén xe ding ndi chuyén nho nho véi
mot ngudi don 6ng ban do tay ngoi trén
xe. Mot lat r6i ngudi don ong ay 16 dau ra
ma hun Ba Tram. Hai ngudi cudi véi nhau
roi xe chay. Ba Tram di v6 nha.

Thang Hiép gidn qua khong thé dan

17 hay tang: mot dang ctia duong, miéng dudng tang c6 hinh

tron dep, chiéu day 10 20 mm, mot tang dudng 138 mot miéng
dudng ting (dudng tdng dudng thé, dudng cit 1a ba dang ctua

dudng thoi Phap thudc).
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dudgc, nén chiling Ba Tram vo t6i ctia thi n6
vut ngo6i ddy hai 16n rang:

— Di di ddu ma chuing nay méi vé? Di
vGi thang cha nao n6 hun di d6?

May 16i héi 16n ma cting coi lam cho
Ba Tram hé then qua, nén cd budc lai ma
chat trong mat thang Hiép va mang rang:

— D6 cho dé! May ndi giong gi d6? May
dam bi st tao ha?

Thang Hiép bi va dau, nén nhay xudng
dat ma chay. Ba Tram con gian lam, song
khong 1€ ray ra lam v6 16 trong x6m lac
ntia dém, bdi vy co dan long, 14y chia
khda trong tui ra ma mé ctia rdi di vd nha
v6i con Hao. Co viia dot dén roi, thi thang
Hiép ciing 16 mé vo nha, no di lai cdi vong
ma nam, khéng them no6i mot tiéng chi ntia
hét, ma mdt nd 1am lam, bo gian di ghé no
lam.
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Ba Tram mdc mot by do hang trang
con mdi tinh, chon lai ¢c6 mang giay, con
con Hao thi cling ban 40 quan bang hang
trang, dau lai c6 cai lugc cai, chdn mang
guoc quai nhung.

Ba Tram di v6 buong thay do. Con Hao
cam goi bon bon dua ngay mat thang Hiép
ma noi rang:

— Anh an bon bon (bonbon: keo vien.)khong

anh Hai? Nhu dn thi lay vai cuc day ma dn.

Thang Hiép duong quau, nghe hoi nhu
vay no6 cang thém gidn, nén hét tay con Hao
mot cdi thiét manh, lam ving ca goéi xuong
dat, do bon bon tu tung.

Con Hao lam bam néi rang:

— An hay khong thi ndi, ché sao lai hit
cho d6 bon bon ctia ngudi ta.

Thang Hiép noi rang:
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— Hu! May vui suéng di lam, nén di xe
hoi an bon bon!

Con Hao ng6i lugm bon bon ma dap
rang:

— O! Thdy ngudi ta di xe hoi nén ganh
roi noi bay!

— Tao n6i nhu vay do la néi bay ha? Ba
bi day may vui suéng lam ma!

— Bi day thi thoi, chéd ai biét lam sao
bay gi6. Anh gioi thi anh lam sao cho ba ra
khoi kham di.

— Tao cé tai gi ma lam cho ba ra khéi
kham dugc. Nhung ma tao nhé théan ba &
tu, ban 4o xanh, dn com ltt, tao thuong,
tao khong muon dn chi hét, ché khong
phai nhu may, ct lo mac quan hang do lua,
lo mang guoc mang giay, kiém thé ma di
xe hoi, khong biét thuong x6t ai, khong ké
xau ho chi hét.
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Ba Tram thay do r6i budc ra néi rang:

— Nay, tao n6i cho may biét, may khong
dugc phép ki€m chuyén ma gay véi con
Hao da.

— Toi dau theém gay v6i nd. Toi ndi
chuyén phai quay tot xau cho n6 nghe ma
thoi chd.

— Cai tuong mat may ma biét giong g,
nén dam ndi chuyén phai quay tot xau.

— Tuy tudng mat téi nhu vay, song toi
biét nhiéu chuyén lam.

— May biét chuyén gi?

— Di héi chi vay? Di & véi ba to6i hon
mudi nam, co sanh dugc mot dia con, ma
di khong biét thuong ba t6i ... Ba tdi rti bi
& th méi may thang nay ma di 6 nha lai di
lay trai.
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Ba Tram nghe ndi téi do thi gidn run,
x0c lai toan danh thang Hiép. Thing Hiép
chay ra ctia dling néi rang:

— Toi c6 16i gi ma danh t6i?

— Tao ddnh t6i con gai me may dudi
mo ntia, néi cho ma biét.

— Me t6i ¢6 lam di lay trai nhu ho dau
ma danh.

Ba Tram gidn qud, nhung vi s¢ danh
thang Hiép r6i nd d6 nti chom x6m hay,
cang thém xau ho, nén c6 ddn long gian ma
noéi rang:

— May phai di cho khéi nha tao. D6 ngd
nghich, tao khong chia niia. Di cho mau.

Co6 noi dut 16i lien dong cta lai.

Thang Hiép viia di ra 16 viia n6i rang:
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— Dudi thi di, & con gai con mat, ché &
ma lam gi.
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CHUONG VI
LUU LAC

Théng Hiép ra khoi nha nham luac
I ntia dém, nén ngoai duong vang
hoe, khong c6 mot ngudi qua lai. Tuy vay
ma trén troi mat trang vua luét qua khoi
cum may nén anh sang doi xuéng duodng,
chiéu co cay té r6 nhu ban ngay. Canh tha
dudng ay dé lam cho ngudi di dudng phai
cam xuc. Tiéc vi thang Hiép con mang cai
khoi gian me ghé & trong long canh canh,
nén noé lam lai di xuong phia Xém Chiéu,
khong cam dugc cdi canh im lim, khong



126 ) 1205 Bt Clhddb

thudng thuc dugc viing trang té rang.
Vi n6 khong nhtt dinh phai di dau,

nén xuong téi chg Xom Chiéu né ding du
du mot chat, r6i men men lén cau mong
ma qua Bén Thanh. Di ngang qua nha ga xe
dién & gan cho cl, n6 suc nhé dén anh em
ban ctia no, c6 nhiéu dta ban dém thudng
hay ngu tai d6, né méi ghé lai ma coi ¢6
dda nao. Budc vo ga xe dién no6 thay cd ba
dda nho mot trang véi né duong nam ngu
trén cai ban dai 16t dua vach tudng. N6 cui
xuong dom mat tii dda thi la thang Hai,
thang Cao véi thang Ci déu la ban ban
nhut trinh nhu né. N6 beén luc lac ma kéu
thang Cao day.

Thang Cao ban dau hat tay roi day vo
vach khong chiu day, bi thang Hiép ct theo
phd hoai, cyc chang da né phai ngoi day,
lay tay giui mat va néi lam bam rdng:
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— O trong rap hat vé méi ngl c6 mot
chut, cut theo pha hoai.

Thang Hiép noi rang:

— May day cho tao néi chuyén riéng
mot chut ma.

Thang Cao m& mat thay thang Hiép thi
hoi:

— May di dau qua bén nay chling nay
vay may?

— Di ghé tao dudi, khong cho tao & nha

cua ba tao ntia.

— Sao ma ngang vay? Nha ctia ba may
thi may &, c6 phép nao ma dudi may dugc.

— Dau khong duoi, tao ciing di ché
khong thé nao ¢ dé nita dugc.

— May ngu qud. C6 nha ma khong chiu
& ché. May khong thay than tao day hay
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sao? Vi khong nha nén dung dau nga do,
muodi can c6 ghé cing minh, qua thang gio6
bac lanh rut rudt teo gan, may tudng sudng
lam hay sao?

— Tha 14 tao chiu cuc, ché & nha tao
thay di ghé cua tao, sao ghét lam.

— D1i ghé nao ciling vay, bao gid ma cé
di ghé dé thuong dau may.

— Phai. Dighé thuong sao dugc. Nhung
ma di ghé ctia ngudi ta thi dé chiu, con di
ghé ctia tao khon nan qua chiu khong déng.

— Trong thé may bi ba dao (chai bsi (dao
ong, ddo cha...).) hd, nén may odn may ndi xau

ba day chd gi.

— Khong phai vay. Thud nay tao thuong
di tao 1am ché. Coé khi tao ky khoi, di ciing
danh chudi tao ma tao c6 phién dau. May
ndm nay di ban nhyt trinh méi biia tao dem
vé dua cho di tao hai cac luon luon. Tt hém
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ba tao bi & tu t6i nay, tao cang thuong di
tao nhiéu hon niia, tao lo hét stic, ban nhut
trinh bao nhiéu tao khong ddm an xai, tao
dem vé dua hét cho di daing mua gao ma
an. Tao & v6i di tao nhu vay ma di tao khon
nan lam, khong biét thuong ba tao ...

Thang Hiép noi t6i do ro6i no khoc.
Thang Cao chua r6 tdm sy cia n6 nén noi
pha lting rdng:

— Cé thuong ciing dé€ bung, ché ba may
mac & tu ma lam sao?

— Ba tao & tu, cang thuong nhiéu hon
mdi phdi. Ché thuong cdi gi ma ba tao mdéi
bi dn, thi & nha lam di lay trai.

Thang Cao chung hting, né ngé thang
Hiép tran tran roi chdm rai ndi rang:

— May ndi bat tt, c6 ly nao ma khon
nan di vay?
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— Thiét nhu vay ché. Tao thay r6 rang,
ché phéi tao nghe phong phanh hay sao.
Tao mdi bat dugc hoi nay day.

— Bit & dau?

— Tao mac di ban nhut trinh, & nha dat
con em tao di dau khong biét. BDén khuya
cé mdt ngudi don 6ng dua xe vé, roi nguoi
ay om di tao ma hun, tao thay r6 rang nhu
Vay.

— Khon nan qua! May thay nhu vay sao
may khong choi thang cha dé6 mot cai.

— Thinh linh qua tao lam khong kip.
Ma né hun roi xe chay lién, ché khong c6
vO nha.

— Di may hu nhu vy, ma sao lai con
du6i may?

— Tao dda, tao xai di tao, nén di gian di
duoi tao chd sao.
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— May ndi may c6 em gai. May gian
may di rdi may bdé no cho ai nuodi?

— Di tao nudi. Con rudt ctia di tao ma.
— A! Tao tudng la em rudt ctia miy chd.

— Nd la con cua ba tao chd, song nd véi
tao khac me. Di tao nhu vay, tao sg né & véi
di tao rdi it ndm no 16n nod ciing hu nia.

— Oi! Chuyén d6 con xa, hoi nao ma
lo. Phai lo chuyén gap bay gio day. Tao hdi
thiét may, vay ché may tinh di it biia roi vé
nha hay may di luén?

— V€ lam gi niia! V€ nha tao gai con mat
roi s¢ ¢6 an mang da may.

— May khong vé nha r6i may di dau ma
&?

— Vay ché may khong c6 nha, r6i may 6
dau? Khong cé nha ma may song dugc, thi
tao cling song dugc ché. Tao vai troi cho
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tao song t6i ba tao man tu, ddng tao thudt
chuyén tao thay cho ba tao nghe.

— Con nha ngheéo c6 bao gi¢ chét dau
ma s¢ may. Tui minh phai séng dang giup
ddi ché. Néu minh chét rdi ai di ban nhut
trinh cho thién ha doc.

Thang Hiép budn, duong gidn ma nghe
nhiing 16i pha lting cta thang Cao thi né
bét buon. N6 ngé thang Hai véi thang Cd
rdi noi rang:

— Hai dua nay ngu ngon da!
Thang Cao ngap va noi rang:

— Théi, ngth may. Tao budén ngt qua.
May nam ddu nay day, d€ tao nam dau kia
cho. Ngt dang sang c6 di ban nhut trinh.

Thang Cao ndi chua dut 16i thi da nam
chti trén cai bang. Thang Hiép ngoi ngd
qua phia bén kia dudng, thi thady mot ganh
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mi dé€ trén 1€ duong, hai ba ngudi ngoi dn
mi no6i chuyén om som, lai cd may chu xa
phu kéo xe di nhén nho gan dé. N6 mdc
tti ma dém tién thi con dugc hai cic rudi,
vi hoi t6i né vé khong c6 Ba Tram & nha,
nén noé khong nap tién. S¢ bd tui ngu rét
mat, nén no lay so tién ma lan trong lung
chac cting, r6i day lai ma néi rang:

— May ngu hay sao Cao?

Khong nghe Cao tra 161, n6 méi ndm
xuong ma nghi. Dong ho nha gare chi ba
gio.

Thang Hiép nam suy nghi dén phan
cta né tu nay khong con cha me, ba con,
anh em gi ntta hét thi tai trong long, nén
né tia nuéc mat. Ba biét thud nay né cling
khong sung sudéng gi hon bay gid, nhung
ma sém moi di, chiéu téi vé thanh thoi
quen, bay gi¢ budc vo cai doi vo gia dinh,
vo than tdc, 1a céi ddi chang hé tinh téi
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bao gio, thi tu nhién no phai lo budn, phai
ai ngai. N6 nghi phan né rdi n6é nghi téi
than cha né ntta. Cha n6 bay gid ¢ dau?
Ngudi ta nodi toi bi an trén 5 ndm thi bi day
ra Con Non. Vay thi cha n6 da di Con Non
roi hay con & Kham Lén? Sy dy né khong
biét dugc. Ma dau G tu chod nao, than cha
né cling phai chiu cuc kho dao dé cho dén
10 ndm. Nghi quanh nghi quat, mét tri nén
ndm ngu quén.

Gan 5 gio sang, xe dién stia soan chay
chuyén nhtt, ngudi ta qua lai trong nha
gare 10n x0n lam cho thing Hai giut minh
thuc day. N6 kéo chan, kéo tay ma kéu may
dda kia, chiing lai dén ch6 thang Hiép nam,
né thay thang no thi n6 chung hting, nén
héi rang:

— Thuc day may Hiép, may lai day hoi

nao?
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Thang Hiép 16m com ngoi ddy, viia dui
mat viia dép rang:

— Tao lai hoi khuya.

— May coi hat cop (lau khong tra
tién.) 101 may lai day ngu cop ntia ha?

— Khong ma. Tao & nha tao ra day ché.

— Co6 nha sao khong ngt nha, lai ra
day ma ngt chuc'®? May pham luat roi.
Tao ndi cho may biét, may dua tao khong
cé nha, nén may dua tao doc quyén ngu
nha gare v6i hang ba cdc cdn phd trong &
Saigon nay. May c6 nha, may khong dugc
phép giut quyén ctia may duda tao. Tao sé
kéu linh bdt may gidi di Ong Yem' by gio.

Thang Cao chén lai ma ndi rang:

— Dlng noi nhiéu chuyén may. N6 cé

18 chuc=truc= dling san ma dgi (chuc san, chuc viéc, dn chuc,
chau chuc).
19 tén mot trai giam tré con song lang thang ngoai dudng.
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nha ma no bi di ghé n6 khong cho no6 &
ntia, nén nd ra day chd sao ...

Thang Ct chay lai néi rang:

— Té ra thang Hiép bay gio ciing ra nhu
tui minh r6i ha? Bugc lam. Nhép tui thém
dong vay mdéi vui.

Thang Hai nguyt mot cai roi bo di ra
dudng, viia di viia ndi:

— Vay né mdéi hét lam phach, ché khong
thi btia nao hé chiéu rt né di lai rap hat
kiém gidy coi cop choi, n6 cti no6i: “Mac vé
nha, mac vé nha”, nghe ghét qua.

Xe dién rat chay, bon dda dat nhau di
lai fontaine”® & nga tu gan dé ma rua mat.
Thang Hiép mac rtia chan rua tay niia nén
lau, thang Hai véi thang Cu di trudc qua
phia chg ctt Bén Thanh. Thang Cao ding
cho no, thay lau thi thic rang:

20 tiéng Phap: voi nude phun.
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— E, mau mau, may Hiép. May mudn
tam hay sao?

Thang Hiép vuia di viia dap rang:

— Con s6m ma. Nhut trinh chua ra dau
ma lat dat.

— Hai diia minh v6 cho mdéi ki€ém mua
do dn roi sé lai nhat trinh. Di may dudi may,
vay ma tU ngay ray sap 1én moi bliia may
phai dem vé nap hai cac ntia hay khong?

— Nap giong gi niia may. Di tao lay trai
thi d€ trai nap cho di tao an.

— VAy tl nay sap lén may xai suéng lam.

— Phai. Tao kiém dugc bao nhiéu, tao
xai bay nhiéu, khoéi nudi ai ntia hét.

Thang Hiép ndi nhu vay ma sic mat nd
buodn hiu, khong biét né buon la tai né mat

thoi quen, hay la tai né con thuong di ghé
v4i em no.
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Hai dta vo chg méi mua x6i an roi lai
di kiém cdp-rang lanh nhat trinh di béan.
Trudc khi ré ra, hai dia hen nhau chiéu lai
chg méi dang gap nhau roi di an com mot
lugt.

Y nhu 16i hen, gdn ndm gio chiéu, Hiép
lai trudc chg mdi thi da thidy thang Cao
ding chd né tai do. Hiép hoi Cao rang:

— Biita nay may kiém dang bao nhiéu?

— B6n cac rudi, con may?

— Tao kiém dugc c6 bon cic hai.

— TU s6m moi t6i gio may xai hét bao
nhiéu?

— Hét mot cac hai.

— Vay thi may con ba cic; ma may khoi

nap cho di may thi may con du tién nhiéu
lam.
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— H6m qua tao con du hai cac rudi nia.

- O! Néu vy thi bay gid trong
lung may c6 t6i ndm cac rudi.

— May giau l6n rdi, xai sao cho hét.

— Cé nam cac rudi bac ma giau gidong
gi may.

— Tao ndi choi, ché tui minh giau giong
gi cho dugc. Xai nhu trdi ma.

— Ne Cao, tao mudn ndi v6i may mot
chuyén.

— Chuy¢én gi?
— May c6 tat dn hang lung qua.

— Ua! Lam thi phai an ché; khong an
thi lam lam chi.
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— Tao ndi cho may nghe, tui minh
khong c6 cha me ba con. Moéi biia én com
an banh roi, con du dugc bao nhiéu minh
phai dé danh méi dugc.

— Théi di cha! D€ danh rbi chd ddu ma
cat. GGi cho ho thi ho giut ma an. Ndm
ngoai tao dé danh dugc nam dong bac, tao
g6i cho ho roi ho doat hét do, tao c6 noi
chuyén cho may nghe r6i ma.

— Phai. May c6 noi chuyén do cho tao
nghe. Thién ha xau lam, théi thi minh
diing co6 géi cho ai hét, minh gii trong lung
minh.

— Troi oi, khong dugc. Tién dé trong
lung tao chiu sao no6i. Hé c6 tién thi thiy
vat gi tao cling them hét thay.

— Phai nhin ché.

— Toi gi 6 tién lai phai nhin déi ma dé

danh?
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— Phai d€ danh tién déng rui khi dau
O6m minh mua thuéc ma uong ché.

— Can gi may. Dau thi c¢6 nha thuong
dé chi. Nha nudc 1ap nha thuong la ¢ y dé
nudi tui minh d6 da, may khong biét hay
sao?

— Biét. Thoi, dau thi cé nha thuong da
danh, con quan do nia chi?

— Quan ao gi?

— Phai saim quin 4o ma bén, ché ban

do rach rudi do day, coi khon nan qua.

— May no6i bay qud. Tui minh phai ban
do rach rudi do day, ché ban do tot thi sai
ludt con gi.

— Sao ma sai luat?

— Dé tao cat nghia cho may nghe. Minh
ban do tot cd hai cdi trdi: thi nhut 1a ngudi
ta tudng minh la con ctia 6ng nay ba kia,



142 9] 125 13t Clodib

ma minh di ban nhut trinh, thi hu danh
gid clia mdy ong ba tt té hét; thi nhi, hé
minh ban do tot thi minh phai lén hang
nhu ngua dua vay, lén hang trén ma minh
khong c6 hoc, khong cé xu, nghia la minh
chay dudi chan ngudi ta thi kho qua. Vay
thi tha minh & hang bét ma dan dau, con
hay hon lén hang trén ma chay chét.

— May ndi giong trudng dua qua!

— Troi oi! Tao banh lam ma, may khong
biét hay sao? C6 hai ba nha bdo cay tao chap
but vé muc “Ban ngya”, ma tao con duc ddc
tao chua chiu do da may.

— N6i déc qua! Néu c6 nha bdo cay may
ban ngya ma sao may con duc dac?

Thang Cao cudGi ngadt, nam vai thing
Hiép ma ddy no di va ndi rang:

— S¢ ban bay, ho danh theo, ho thua
tién roi ho ray ché sao. Thoi, tha xudng chg
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cl &n com, doi bung roi.

Hai dda dat nhau di xuoéng chg ct. Di
doc duong, thang Hiép vin vai Cao ma noéi
rang:

— Tao ndi thiét ma may giéu cgt hoai.

— Tao giéu cgt hdi nao? May ndéi thiét,
tao cling noi thiét vay ché. May mudn ndi
chuyén gi?

— Tao muon noéi chuyén dé danh tién.

— Ntia! Ct bao nhiéu do nodi hoai. Tao
ndi tién lan trong lung dé danh khé lam
may oi!

— Tao tinh nhu vay thi dugc lam.
— Tinh sao?

— Minh xin véi nha nuéc lap trong moi
quartier mét cai kho Tiét Kiém, d€ cho con
nha ngheo c6 thé gdi tién ma dé danh dugc
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bén, 1ap tai Khanh Hoi mot cdi, tai Cau
Ong Lanh mdt ci, tai Chg Diii mét cdi, tai
ba Kao mot cdi, tai Tan Pinh mot cai; cho
phép cé nam dong xu gdi cling dugc, thi dé
cho minh biét chiling nao.

— Néu dugc nhu vay thi tao chiu, ché
g6i cho ngudi ngoai thi tao chay ngay, tha
dé tao dn hang cho sudng hon la giao cho
ho xai.

— D€ biia nao tao v6i may di véi may
ong chu but nhuyt bdo va noi véi may ong
Hoéi Dong Thanh Phé, cdy méy Ong, ngudi
thi vi€t bao, ngudi thi vo gitia Hoi Dong,
kéu nai xin cho dugc viéc ay.

— Thoi di may! May 6ng mac nhiing
viéc I6n lao, c6 gio dau ma lo cho minh moi
ngay cé thé géi nam bay xu ma dé danh.
Ma lap cai do tao coi kho lam, tui minh géi
vO, dua rut ra 16n x0n, tinh sao dugec.
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— Sao lai khong dugc. Thién ha ké c6
ndm ba ngan ngudi, ké danh con ngua nay;,
nguoi danh con ngua kia, r6i con vé nhtit,
con vé nhi, 1on x0n, ma ngudi ta con tinh
dugc doé sao.

— Con cdi nay kho nita, nhu may biét
cht may ky tén dugc, con c6 nhiéu dda
khong biét chit, réi chling mudn rat tién
ra mdéi lam sao? Néu hét tién, xin rut tién
ra ma phai ché nam bay ngay thi chét doi
ngum (ngom: chét.) cut deo.

— C6 kho gi. Minh géi tién thi ho phat
cho minh mot cuon s6, trong s6 dan hinh
cua minh. Chiing minh muén lay tién ra,
minh ct trinh cudn s6 hinh, ho coi hinh
phdi ctia minh thi ho phat tién, cé chi dau
ma kho.

— May gioi thi may xin di.
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— Tao c6 quen mot dng Hoi Dong, biia
nao ong cling mua nhuyt trinh cua tao, tao
sé ndi véi 6ng.

Hai dua ra dai 10 La Somme, thi thay
thang Hai vé6i thang Cd duong ngoi dua
1€ dudng ma an com véi nhiéu ngudi lao
dong khac. Ching né lya mot cho trong
ma ngoi, roi mua madt t6 canh ba xu, mot
dia thit ba xu, v6i hai t6 com moi t6 hai xu
ma an chung véi nhau, chd ngdi hen ha, do
an khong qui, ma ching né dn ngon lam.

Thang Hiép liéc mat ngé thang Hai, thi
thdy thang no nghiém chinh, ché khong
phai lién xdo nhu may biia trudc. Chiing
an com roi né véi thang Cao tra tién ding
day thi thang Ct da di dau mat, con thang
Hai thi ding dua goc cay ma cho. Hai dua
di ngang qua 16 thi thay thing Hai di theo,
ching di khéi ddm dong ngudi né mdi
moc trong tui lay ra mot cai dong ho nho,



Lgsditing ] 147
roi dua cho thang Cao coi ma néi rang:
— Dong ho nay tot hay khong may?
— May lam gi c¢6 dong ho.

— Tao mua ndm dong bac d6 may. Ré
khong?

— May néi doc. May lam gi c6 t6i nam
dong bac ma mua? Thé thi may an cap ché
gi?

— Dting ndi bady may. Tao mua thiét
ché. Nhu may muon, tao ban lai cho may.

— Khong them.
— Tao ban ré. Tao ban hai dong ma thoi.

— May cho khong di ntia, tao cling
khong them lay.

— Théi mét dong day ne, chiu khong?

— Tao ndéi khong them, ma ct nai hoai.
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- Do ngu qua.

Thang Hiép nghe thing Hai mang
thang Cao thi né gian, nén ndi rang:

— D06 may dn cap, ngudi ta khong them,
sao may lai mang ngudi ta ngu.

— May ndi tao dn cap ha?
— Ché gi.
— Dau tao an cap di niia cting con kha

hon ba may chan dudng cudp giut ngudsi
ta, nén mdi bi day do.

Thang Hiép nghe may 16i noi dy thi nd
lung bung 16 tai, choéa loa con mat, nghen
cliing hong, ding tran tran khong noi dugc
nua.

Thang Hai bo di 1on trd lai.

Thang Cao beén cap tay thang Hiép dat
di va noéi rang:
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— Thang Hai gian gido 1dm, minh choi
vGi nd c6 ngay minh mang hoa. Th6i minh
tha vo rap hat Viét Nam 14p thé coi hat cop
choi, chling buén ngtr minh lén gare Tab-
erd ma ng ém hon, diing ngt véi thiang
Hai ntia.

Thang Hiép luu linh trét moét thang,
tuy trong lung n6 c6 tién ludén luon, khong
btia nao bi doi khat, nhung ma ban dém,
hé n6 nhé dén than cha né bi & tu, nhut
1a nhé t6i 16i cta thang Hai mang no, thi
n6 dau dén trong long, khong mudn song
chut nao hét.

Mot biia, né nhé cha n6 qua, nén ban
dém nd 1én tré vé cdi xdm no & hai trudc,
ddng thay cdi nha la cai dau tich ctia cha né.
Ma chting di ngang qua nha, nd thay ctia
dong, trong nha khong den, né tin chac di
ghé no da dat em né ma di choi véi trai,
thi né uat tc trong long, viia buon rau, via
oan héan v6 cung.



150 ) 1205 Bt Clhddb

Mot bubi sé6m moi, né di ban nhut
trinh, c6 mot c6 da trong tuoi, ngdi trén xe
hoi, kéu né dem lai mua hai s6 bao. Co tra
tién roi co hdi né cd cha me hay khong. N6
no6i khong cé. Co6 méi hoéi né muodn & thi
c6 mudén nd & boi, moéi thang co trd cho néd
nam dong bac.

Thang Hiép chan ngan vi ndi me ghé
lay trai, ma lai dau dén vi noi chung ban
ngao bang, nén da c6 y bd xt Saigon ma di,
ngat s¢g dén xt khdc khong nghé lam an roi
phdi doi khat. Nay n6 nghe c¢6 nay mudn
no, thi né hoi rang:

— B4Am c0, nha c6 & dau?

— Qua c6 1ap vudn cao su ngoai phia
nai Chta chan.

— Xa qud ha?

— Khoéng xa bao nhiéu. Qua mudn
muén em la vi qua can dung moét dua nho
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lanh lgi ddng ndm ba bita qua sai di xe lua
xuong Saigon mot 1lan ma mua do. Con
cong viéc trong nha thi c6 boi khac, ché
khong phai mét minh em dau.

Thang Hiép suy nghi mot hoi réi chiu
di. Co biéu no leo 1én xe hoi, chay lai nha
cap-rang ma trd nhut trinh, r6i méi chd né
vé Chua chan.
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CHUONG VII
GAP NGUOI QUEN

CACH NAM NAM SAU.

Thang Hiép bay gi¢ da tré nén mot
nguoi trai mudi chin tudi.

Mot bu6i sé6m mai, no di lai trudce cua
nha thuong thi, minh mdc cdi 4o banh t6
trang, chan mang gudéc vong. Tuy nd an
madc sach sé, nhung ma tuéng mao noé coi
binh nhiéu, hinh véc 6m nhach, nudéc da
vang éo.
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N6 duong tho than, bong dau thang
Cao c6i xe mdy chay ngang, viia thay né thi
nhay xudéng hoi rang:

— Hiép, mdy nam nay may tron tao ma
may di dau mat vay may?

— Tao ra ¢ ngoai Chua chan.
- O lam giéng gi d6?
— O boi v6i Tay.

— Sao hoi d6 may lén tao may di, may
khong cho tao hay?

— Bi thinh linh qu4, tao khong cho may
hay kip.

— May thang nay may lam an kha
khong?

— Lam thang nao an hét thang nay, ché
khong kha gi.

— Bay gio may di dau?
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— Tao bi rét rting chiu khong ndi, nén
xin thoi ddng tré vé Saigon kiém thudc
udng. Néu & ngoai do6 niia, chac phai chét.

— Phai. B miy coi binh nhiéu lam.
Phai uéng thudc cho gat mdéi dugc. Di lam
chi ra Chtia chan khong biét. Léu khéu o
Saigon lai doi khat gi hay sao.

— Bay gié may lam viéc gi?

— Tao lam planton?! cho nha bao “Nam
ky”.

— Luong du xai khong?

— Khong du ciling phai du.

Hai dua ndi chuyén t6i do, ké c6 mot
c6 chling mudGi bay mudi tam tudi, mac
mot bd do trang may thiét khéo, mot tay

Om cai bop, mot tay cam du mau hudng, c6
xam xam di lai, chiing gan t6i c6 ngé Hiép

21 tiéng Phap: tuy phai.
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tran tran vua cudi viia héi rang:

— Xin 16i anh, phai anh la anh Hiép hay
khong?

Hiép chung hting nén ding ngd c6 no
ma dap rang:

— Phai, t6i tén Hiép. Co6 6 dau ma biét
toi?

Co no cudi, 1oi ham ring trén trang
tuoi va nhd ric, hai bén ma lai c6 mang hai
dong tién coi rat htiu duyén. C6 noéi rang:

— Coi kia, anh quén em hay sao anh
Hiép? Em la con Lé, con ctia Hai Tién hoi
trudc ¢ bén Kinh do.

Hiép gat dau dap ring:

— Troi o, vay ma t6i quén ché! Khong
gdp nhau da hon ndm ndm roi, lai c¢6 l6n
r6i coi khac, nén t6i nhin khong ra.
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Cao thay Hiép gap ngudi quen, ma la
mot co nhan sac dep dé, y phuc dang hoang,
nén n6 khong muon xan ban & dé nita. N6
leo 1én xe may va noi véi Hiép rang:

— Thoi, d€ btia khac roi sé no6i chuyén
dai. May phai lai ki€m tao nghe khong. Bat
ludn la gid nao, may lai nha bao Nam ky thi
co tao.

Hiép gat dau. Cao dap xe may chay qua
chg méi. Co Lé hdi tiép rang:

— Sao anh 6m, lai nuéc da mét qua vay?
— Toi dau.
— Dau binh gi? Dau bao lau r6i?

— Toi bi binh rét riing da hai nam roi,
cai goc nd lam trong mdau hay sao khong
biét, ma uong thudc khong dut duogc.

— May nam nay ma em kiém anh du
qua. Ma em ciling vay, hé cé dip di ra ngoai
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dudng thi em dé y kiém anh, song khong
dugc gap anh lan nao hét. Anh di dau mat
vay?

— Toi & ngoai Chua chan.

— Dit khong! Pi xa qua, hén chi may
ndm nay em véi ma em kiém khong gap.
Anh vé trong nay hoi nao?

— To6i méi vé hoi hom.

— Thoi, em mai anh di theo em ma vé
nha em & trén bat H), ding ma em tham
anh mot chut.

— Cam on co. D€ biia khac rdi toi sé
lén thdm thim Hai. Blia nay td6i ché nha

thuong mé ctia, t6i vo cho quan thay thudc
coi mach ddng xin thudc t6i uong.

— A! Anh muén xin thuéc nha thuong
thi day anh uong hay sao?
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— Phai. Toéi ¢6 binh lau qua, nén tré vé
day 1a vé dang kiém thudc udng.

— Khong dugc. Ma em dén gat lam. Ma
em biéu hé gdp anh, thi dau thé nao ciing
phéi md&i anh vé nha cho dugc. Thoi anh lén
nha choi, d€ mai ro6i anh sé xin thudc. Anh
noi anh dau lau roi, bay gi¢ di xin thudc,
dau tré mot bita cling khong hai gi, xin anh
phai di v6i em. N¢, ma & trén Dat HO c6
6ng thay thuéc An gioi 1dm. Ong quen v&i
ma em, 6ng cho thudc binh nao ciing manh
hét, ma 6ng ti t€ qud, khong cat c6 thin
chtt nhu may 6ng khac, manh réi ai muon
dén on bao nhiéu ciing dugc, ong khong
kéo nai, nha nghéo khong cé tién thi ong
tri gitm. Anh lén trén nha, r6i em dat anh
lai cho 6ng coi mach, 6ng cho thudc anh
udng cling dugc vay.

— T6i ngheo, dau ddm udng thuodc cua
thay ngoai.
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— Khong c6 sao dau ma anh ngai, em
néi 6ng thay thudc An ti t€ 1dm. Anh ng-
heéo, 6ng cho thudc thi, khong cé doi tién.
Thé nao anh ciing di v6i em méi dugc. Néu
anh khong di, em vé em n6i v6i ma em rang
em cé gap anh, ma em khong dat anh vé
nha, thi ma em rdy em chét.

Hiép du dy, ma bi c6 Lé nai ni hoi thac
qua, khong thé tu choéi dugc, nén phai di
v6i ¢o lai gare xe dién, roi c6 mua gidy ma
di Dakao.

Hai nguoi lén xe dién ngdi ngang mat
nhau, c6 Lé noéi ndi cudi cudi, to y gap
dugc Hiép thi c6 vui miing lam vay. Hiép
nhdé lai ¢6 Lé nhé hon minh 1 hodc 2 tudi,
hoi trude nude da co trang tréo, guong mat
cd sang sua, song co 1a con nha ngheo, 4o
quan lam l&, moéi ngay c6 lanh banh trai di
ban ki€m 16i nam bay xu. Bay gid sao co



Lgsdsimg | 161

nén mot ngudi gai xinh dep, ma an mac
sang trong dén thé nay?

Con thim Hai Tién la ngudi hoi do 6
mot xdm v6i minh, nhung khong c6 tinh
ba con than thiét chi lam, sao may nam
nay thim c6 y kiém minh lam gi? Nhé lai
ngay Toa xt cha minh ro6i, thi thim ghé hoi
tham, nghe ndéi bi dn 10 nam, thim khoc,
khoéc xong roi ve, ché khong noéi chi hét.
Tai sao bay gid thim lai kiém minh?

Hiép con suy nghi nhiing viéc dy, thi xe
da téi gare Dakao. Co Lé moi Hiép xudng,
roi dat trd lai duong Albert ler, di lén gan
t6i nga tu Mayer, c6 mdi ghé vao mot tiém
may, chung don ruc r§, thg may dong t6i
tdm chin ngudi. Hi¢p ding bg ngo ngoai
cuia, thi co Lé day lai cudi rat httu duyén va
noéi rang:

— Modi anh vo. Nha em day.
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Co Lé hoi mot co6 thg may rang:

— Ma t6i di dau?

— Ba chtt méi 1én trén lau.

Co6 dua tay ngoat Hiép ma noi rang:

— M4 em & trén 1du. Mi anh di thang
1én trén nay.

Hiép cang bo ngg hon niia, song da
dén day roi, khong 1€ trd lai, nén cu theo co
Lé ma lén lau.

Thim Hai Tién dang nam trén bd van
g6 lang lay, xda toc ra cho mdt dda con
gai nho vach kiém téc ngtia ma nhd. Thim
nghe co tiéng giay 1én thang, thim tudng co6
khach, nén lom com ngoi day.

Co6 Lé viia lén t6i dau thang, thi kéu ma
noi 16n rdng:

— M4, con gap dugc anh Hiép rdi ma a.
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Hai Tién ngoi day viia béi toc viia héi
rang:

— Gdp & dau? Sao con khong dat no6 vé
day?

— C6 ché. Con ¢6 moi anh vé dé.
— N6 dau?
— Anh di sau con day.

Hiép 16 dau lén thang. Hai Tién vua
ngo6 thdy thi la 16n rang:

— Dii ac khong! May ndam nay chau di
dau mat ma thim kiém hét stic khong dugc
vay hu? Thim gdp ai quen thim cling hoi
tham, nhung ma khong ai biét chau & dau
ma chi ca. Vay ché chéu di dau?

Hiép cuoi ngdn ngoén ma dap rang:

— Chdu ra ¢ ngoai Chta chan.

— Dt khong! Ra lam gi 6 ngoai?
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— Chau 6 bai véi Tay 6 sé cao su.

— Sao chdu 6m ma nudc da vang éo
vay? Chdu dau hay sao?

— Thua, chdu dau nén mdi xin thoéi ma
veé day ddng ki€m thudc uong. Chau bi rét
rung.

— Ra & chi chd rting cao nuéc doc,
khong mang binh sao dugc. Chdu ngoi chd,
ngoi gh€ dé ddng thim hoi tham mot chut.

Co Lé tiép moi Hiép ngoi tai bo ghé sa-
lon** dé€ trudc bo van go chd Hai Tién nam
hoéi nay do, roi c6 budc lai cai ban nho dé
phia trong, rét moét tach tra bung ra moi
Hiép uong.

Hai Tién di riia mat va néi nho nho véi
con rang:

— Con biéu con Ha n6 di mua ca phé vé

22 tiéng Phap, salon= phong khach, bd ghé salon 1a ban ghé c6
kién truc tdy phuong, dit & phong khach.
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cho anh con 16t 1ong ché.

Co6 Lé ngoat con nho nhd téc ngtia hoi
nay vo trong budng.

Hiép ngodi ngd trong nha thi thay ban
ghé, van, t0, cdi nao cling dep, lai c6 kiéng
16n dé€ soi ca minh, c6 dong ho tot dé coi gio
ntia. Con Hai Tién, tuy mdc mot cdi quan
lanh den v6i mét cai 4o ba ba lya trang, ché
khong chung dién chi lam, nhung ma bay
gio thém sac sdo, sach sé, ché khong phai
lam 1t cui day nhu hoi trudc.

Hai Tién rtia mat r6i lai ngdi bd van gan
cai gh€ ctia Hiép ngoi. Co Lé da thay cai do
dai ma ban mot céi 4o ba ba lua mau bong
huong, roi lai ngay cdi kiéng 16n ding soi
ma stia mai toc.

Hai Tién hdi Hiép rang:

— Té ra may nam nay chédu ra 6 boi hay
sao’?
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— Thua, phai.

— Tai sao khi anh Ba bi Toa kéu an roi,
chdu khong & véi chi Ba cho sung sudéng
tdm thén, lai di & dg cho cuc kho réi phai
dau 6m vay?

— Chéu khong thé & véi di chau dugc.
Néu chau chiu nhin nhuc ma & dé sg e chau
gai mat roi chau phai mang hoa l6n.

— Sao vay? Chau ra di, chi Ba c6 cho
chau tién bac gi khong?

— Thua, khong. Tién bac dau ma cho.
Tu ngay ba chau bi bat roi, thi mdi bia
chau di ban nhut trinh c¢6 tién dugc bao
nhiéu, chau dem vé dua hét cho di chau
xai. Vay ma di chdu chua viia long, danh di
lam viéc xau ho, chdu noi roi lai danh chéu,
duo6i chau ntia ché.

— Té ra chi Ba du6i chdu nén chau méi
di d6 sao?
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— Thua, phai.
— Tai sao chi Ba dudi chau?
— Thim khong hay, hay sao?
— C6 hay dau.

— A, phai, ba chdu bi bit dugc it ngay
roi thim qua & dau bén Saigon, thim khong
c6 6 d6 niia, nén thim khong hay. Vay dé
chdu thuat chuyén to6i té¢ ctia di chdu cho
thim nghe. Ba chau bi Toa kéu an ro6i, thi
chau dé y thay di chau lan lan chung dién,
40 nay quan kia, c6 ai téi hoi tham ba chau
thi di chau lam b6 bu6n, con ¢ nha thi vui
cudi nhu thudng, chang c6 vé thuong xot
ba chdu chat nao hét. Cich chling mot
thang, tinh cd mot dém no, chau bat dugc
di chau lay trai. Chau ttic gidn chau cy. Di
chau mac ¢ méi danh dudi chau ra khoi
nha do.

— Troi dat oi! Thiét nhu vay hay sao?



168 ) 1205 Bt Cladb

— Thiét nhu vdy. Chau thay r6 rang. Di
choi xe hoi vd6i trai, chling vé t6i ctia, 6m
trai ma hun, cé con Hao do niia.

— Hu! Chong thi than, khong ké bi day
luu, di cudp giut daing dem bac muon vé
cho ma hudng. Chong 6 nhu vay ma khong
biét thuong chong, & nha lai danh doan di
lay trai!

— Thua, thim ndi nhu vay sg e oan cho
di chdu. Di chdu khong thuong ba chau,
nén ba chdu & tu thi & nha lay trai: cdi t6i
ay thi co thiét. Con viéc ba chau cuép giut
ma dem vé bac muon cho di chau, thi chau
chac viéc &y khong cd, bai vi tuy ba chau bi
an cudp giut, nhung ma bao gio chdu cling
tin chac rang ba chau khong c6 lam viéc
hung dc nhu vay.

Hai Tién ngodi suy nghi, khong néi nta.
Hiép nghe nhac t6i cha thi budn hiu.
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Con Ha bung mot mam ca phé, banh
mi, xfu mai ma lén thang lau. C6 Lé ngo
thay thi cd rudc (gianh, tranh.) bung dem dé
ngay trudc mat Hiép, r6i moi Hiép dn 16t
long. Hai Tién khoac tay biéu con Ha di
xuong tung dudi, roi budc lai ngoi cai ghé
ngang mdt Hiép ma moi Hi€p an. Hiép
budn nén khéong mudn an, ma vi me con
Hai Tién theo ép qué, nén phai an mot chut
banh mi va uong mot ly ca phé.

Chtling Hiép dn r6i, Hai Tién mdéi kéo
gh€ lai ngoi gan mdt bén va noi nho nho
rang:

— Vi chéu thuong yéu kinh trong anh
Ba, nén hoi ndy chdu cai véi thim, chdu
no6i anh Ba bi an oan, ché khong cé cuép
giut, thim sg chau buon nén thim khong
cdi lai lién. Nhung ma theo cho thim thay,
thi trude khi anh Ba bi bat, anh Ba c6 dem
tién cho chi Ba nhiéu lam.
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— Khong 1é c6 nhu vay, boi vi biia Toa
xU c6 chau di coi, & gitia Toa ba chau néi
qua quyét khong co cudp cua ai hét.

— Anh Ba sg t6i, nén ra gitia Toa anh Ba
phai chéi ché.

— Con néu ba chdu cé cudp giut ma
dem tién bac vé cho di chau, thi sao chau
khong thay di chau lay tién dé ra ma xai?

— Chi Ba khoén lam. Chi sg dem ra xai
lién r6i thién ha hay, chi phai bi t0i ntia, bsi
vay chi gidu nhem cho t6i nam kia day chi
m&i 14y ra ma mua nha ctia, sam xe hoi do

do.
— C6 mua nha, cé sam xe hoi hay sao?

— Ché sao. Néu khong phai tién bac
ctia anh Ba, vay ché tién bac & ddu ma chi
lam kinh dinh di vay? Ma thoi, chuyén cta
chi d€ moét 1at roi thim sé thuat cho chau
nghe. Bay gi¢ d€ thim noi viéc nay cho
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chdu nghi tht coi thim nghi anh Ba cé dem
tién vé cho chi, vdy ma thim nghi dung
hay khong. Thim nhé chac, ba con Lé chét
nham ngay mudi hai thang hai Viét Nam,
hoi mat troi lan. Toi lai ho dem xudng nha
xac, ho khong cho thim & trong, nén thim
tré vé nha. Dém dé thim buoén rau chong
den ngoi khoc hoai, khong biét lam sao cho
cd tién ma chon cat cha con Lé. Dén khuya,
16i hai hodc ba gi¢ gi do, thinh linh anh Ba
x0 ctla budc vo, hoi thim vay ché chuyén
gi ma khéc. Thim thuat viéc cha cta con
Lé chét ma khong c6 tién bac lanh xac vé
chon. Anh Ba méi moc tui lay ra mot xap
gidy bac dua cho thim, biéu lay d6 ma chon
cat cha con L¢, lai can ddn thim dling noi
cho ai biét. Xap bac dd t6i 5 tam gidy 20, ma
thim coi hai tai 4o banh t6 cta anh Ba day
nhdc, chic la gidy bac con trong dé nhiéu
lam. Dén 4 gid khuya, thim dat con Lé di
v0 nha thuong. Ra duodng, di dugc mot
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khuc thi thim gdp chi Ba dang xdch mdt cai
gio may ma di. Hai chi em di v6i nhau qua
C4iu Kho, roi thim dat con Lé ra Choldn,
con chi Ba thi x4ch gi6 di ra phia Cau Ong
Lanh. Chiéu biia sau, chon cat cha con Lé
r0i, thim trd vé thi nghe anh Ba da bi co bot
bat. Viéc thim thay r6 rang nhu vay do, nén
thim md&i ddm nghi dém dé anh Ba dem
bac vé dua cho chi, roi chi bo v6 gio may
ma dem di giau, hodc g&i cho ai do, nén
bita sau co bot dén xét nha ma ki€ém khong
dugc bac, chdu nghi coi thim nghi tring
hay khong?

Hiép ngoi chau may suy nghi mot hoi
rdi noi rang:

— Néu nhu vay thi thim nghi phai lam.
Di ch4u di ra Cau Ong Lanh thi chdc1a dem
g6i cho ngudi em gdi la Tu Hudng chd gi.

— Quakhonghiéu dem géi cho ai. Vung
theo 16i anh Ba dan nén may ndm nay thim
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khong dam néi viéc ay cho ai biét. Bay gio
thim md&i nodi cho chau nghe day ma thoi.

— Néu thiét nhu vay, thi ba chdu giao
cho di chdu mot s6 bac 16n lam.

— Thim khong r6 bao nhiéu.

— Mai Chin Cang bi giut hét hai muoi
lam ngan. Theo 16i khai gitta Toa, thi kiém
dugc céd nam ngan tai nha Tam Thiét, con
lai t6i hai chuc ngan thi ba chau giao cho di
chau hét.

— C0 cho thim hét moét tram.

—Thi con t6i mudi chin ngan chin tram.
Néu ¢ tién bac nhiéu roi, ma sao moi bita
chau dem vé doi ba cac lai con 1y 1am chi?

— Phai lay ddng khoi thién ha di nghi.
Ma thim chac anh Ba giao tién nhiéu lam,
nén madi c6 ma mua nha, dit, sam xe hoi dé
ché.
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— Sao thim biét di chau mua nha, dat,
sam xe hoi?

— Thim v6i con Lé gap hoai. Con Hao
c6 dat con Lé vo téi trong nha niia ché.

— Nha & dudng nao?

Co Lé budc lai ding gan Hiép r6i chong
tay trén ban ma dép rang:

— Nha & gan nha théd Chg Quan. Nha
tot lam, c6 nha xe, nha bép du hét, dang
trudc lai c6 san ntia. Con Hao khoe véi em
mua v€ nha vé dat trén tdm ngan.

— Khong biét ndm nay em tdi né bao
16n?

~ Y. N6 16n 1dm, ma chic anh gip anh
quén no. Voc dac n6 16n hon em ntia. Em
mdi gap nd ngoai Catinat hom tuan trudc
day.

— Khong biét né cé chong hay chua?
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— N6 néi v6i em né chua c6 chong. Ma
sao em gdp nod di choi, hodc ngoi nha hang
vGi don Ong con trai hoai.

Hiép nghe néi nhu vay thi chau may, 16
sac buodn hiu.

Co6 Lé méi kéo ghé ngdi mot bén ma
ndi rang:

— Anh Hiép, bac Ba hoi truéc cé long
thuong tudng dén cha em, nén lac cha em
mat, bac cho tién bac ma chon cat tu té,
roi ma em ciing nho tién 4y ma lam von
mua bdn lan 1an kha lén, nén ngay nay mdi
6 tiém nhu vay day. Céi on 4y chang bao
gié ma md em véi em quén dugc. Viéc nha
cta anh, em coi cling nhu viéc nha cua em
vay. May ndm nay em ng6 thay, em lay lam
budn hét stic. Em tudng anh biét roi, ché
em khong dé anh khong hay. Néu em giau
anh, thi té ra em khong thiét tinh. Vay dé
em to viéc cua anh cho anh hiéu.
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Hiép ngd Hai Tién roi day qua ngo cd
Lé tran tran, dudng nhu cau xin c6 ndi cho
mau.

Co Lé nghiém siac mdt ma tiép rang:

— No6i hét 161 sg anh budn, ché thiét bac
Ba gdi la mdt ngudi don ba nho nhép khon
nan lam. Bac trai bi 4an dau chting mét
nam, thi em thdy bac gai don & mot can
phd tai dudng Hamelin. Bac lam bé mot
ong Huyén nao dé em quén tén; ba Huyén
ghen nén ba muén ngudi ta danh, 16t quan
gitia chg x4u ho hét stic. Bac gai khong dam
gan o6ng Huyén dé niia, ma rdi bac lai cap
v6i nguoi khac, thuong thuong dat nhau di
choi ty do khong 4i ngai chi hét. Con con
Hao bay gié bo no cling tu do qua, nay di
choi v6i thay nay, mai di choi véi ong kia,
ma bac gai khong cam can chi hét. Bac gai
hu ma con Hao ciing hu niia, khong con gi
ma ké.
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Hiép ngdi nghe, hai hang nudc mat
nhéu rong rong.

Hai Tién muon khuyén gidi cho Hiép
bét budn nén ndi rang:

— Anh Ba khong cé hanh phuéc vé gia
dinh, nén dnh thuong vg con ma troi lai
khién vg bac, con hu, ay la tai cdi phan so6
ctia anh. Thoi chdu ciing chang nén budn
lam chi, vdi tr&i pho hd cho anh manh gioi,
it ndm nia dnh v€ day, rdi coi chi lay mdt
mai nao ma doéi dai véi anh cho biét.

Hiép nghe nhac t6i cha thi cang thém
dau d6n nén viia khoc viia dap rang:

— Di chdu hu, thi chdu da thay tan mat,
nén bay gio nghe di lam nhiing diéu toi bai
thi chdu chang 14y lam la. Con con Hao,
ngay chdu ra khdéi nha, thi chdu c6 y sg
ngay sau nd bi cdi guong xau cua di chau
ma nd khong khoi hu, té ra chdu lo sg trudc
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ma roi cling khong khoi! Chau tudng chau
song ddng cho t6i ngay ba chdu man tu,
ddng cha con sum hi¢p. Chuyén nha nhu
vay lam sao ma séng cho t6i nam nam nia,
troi dat oi!

— Chau dling néi nhu vay, khong nén.
Ai ¢6 phan nay. Ho hu mac ho, cé can cap
gi dén chau dau ma chau buon. Chau co
binh, chau phai lam lang dé lo uong thuoc
cho manh, dung thém buon chi hét.

— Thim thuong chdu nén thim khuyén
nhu vay, ché khong budn sao dugc.

— Nay chdu, thim noi thiét v6i chau, hoi
tridc thim nhé anh Ba cho mot tram dong
bac, thim chén cat chu Hai hét 20, con 80
thim lam vén mua ban. Nho s6 tién d6 thim
gay dung lan lan nén bay gid méi c6 dugc
cdi tiém may nhu vdy. Chdng gidu chdu
lam chi, tiém cta thim kha lam, mdi thang
tri s& phi r6i thim 161 trén 100 luoén luon.
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Hoéi trude thim tudng chau theo & chung
vGi chi Ba ma thim biét chi Ba ¢6 tién thi
chac chau ciing dugc sung suéng. Chiing
con Lé gap con Hao mdi hay chdu khong
c6 6 chung. Thim mdi tinh ki€ém chdu ddng
thim dem chdu vé thim nu6i, ma kiém hét
stic khong dugc, khong dé chdu phai di &
boi cuc kho, lai con mang binh hoan niia.
Me con thim mang on anh Ba nhiéu lam,
hé nhdé t6i than anh Ba bi tu rac, thi me con
thim cting buon nhu chdu vay. Nay chau vé
day khong muon vé6 Chg Quan & véi chi
Ba, thoi thi & day véi thim, ché dling c6 di
& boi 6 bép niia.

Hiép lac d4u ndi rang:

— Di chau nhu vay, cé thé nao ma chau
& v6i di chau dugc. Con chau ¢ day thi bat
tién cho thim, chau dau dam.

— C6 bat tién chd nao dau, thim nho
anh Ba ma trd nghia cho chong dudc, roi
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lai lam an kha nia. Nay thim nu6i chau ma
thim s¢g nhoc long hay la s¢ ton hao hay
sao?

— Chau binh hoan ma & lam ron cho
thim ...

— Ay! B6i thim th4y chau binh hoan, nén
thim méi bi€u chau ¢ day dang thim kiém
thay cho chau uong thudc. Gan day c6 o6ng
thdy thuéc An gioi l4m, ma td t& nita. Thim
quen nhiéu lam, trong tiém hé c6 co6 thg
may nao dau, thi thim ruéc 6ng coi mach,
ché thim khong chiu 6ng nao khac. Chau
& day ma nghi, roi x€ thim biéu con Lé dat
chau lai nha 6ng coi mach tht coi chau bi
binh gi. Chdu phai udéng thudc cho can mdéi
dudgc, thim coi chdu binh nhiéu lam.

Co6 Lé thinh linh la 16n rang:

~ Y ma! Coi mit anh Hiép kia. Sao anh
xanh qua vay?
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Hai Tién ding day hoéi Hiép rang:

— U, sao vy chéu? Trong minh chdu
bay gid thé nao?

Hiép rung minh déap rang:

— Trong rudt chau lanh di! Chac chau
tGi cli rét roi.

Hai Tién day lai biéu c6 Lé:

— Con lay chiéc chiéu trai trén bo van
ndy cho anh Hai con né nim d& di. Om
mot cai mén ra day niia, cho né dap. Mau
mau di. D€ ndm d& roi chiéu ma sé mua
mot bo van nho 16t thém phia trudc kia, roi
giang mung cho né nam kin dao.

Co Lé trai chiéu r6i 6m meén goi dem
ra. Hai Tién biéu Hiép 1én van ma nam, lay
mén dap cho Hiép. Co Lé thay Hiép run thi
c6 sg, nén ndi véi me rang:
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— Khong dugc dau ma. D€ con di rudce
thay thudc lién bay gié méi xong.

Hai Tién gat dau chiu. C6 Lé lién thay
ao r6i di rudc thay thuoc.

Cach mot lat, ong thay thudc An theo
c6 Lé ma lai t6i, 6ng c6 xach theo mot cai
hép dung thuoc va d6 dung cu dé tiém
thudc. Ong bit mach, coi 1udi, coi con mit
cho Hiép va ndi rang:

— Bi rét riing, ma lau qua khong uong
thudc, nén binh phai ning. Tuy vay ma
khong hai lam, uéng thudc riét ty nhién
hét dugc; song to6i noi trude cho ba biét,
phai tiém thudc lau lam.

Hai Tién noi:

— Xin 6ng rang diéu tri gium. Bao lau
cling dugc, mién la manh dugc thi thoi.
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Ong thdy thu6c m& hop 14y ra tiém cho
Hiép mot ong thuoc, réi ngoi lai ban viét
toa va noi rang:

— D€ roiba sai ai d6 di xuéng nha thudc
mua ba thd thudc toi bién day. Ve thudc
nudc thi hai gio dong ho, ba cho uéng mot
muong ca phé, con thuoc bot thi trude moi
btia com ba cho uéng mot cachet®, hop
thuoc dé tiém thi moi bia toi lai toi tiém
cho.

Ong dua toa cho Hai Tién roi tu gia
ma vé, hlia sdng mai Ong sé trd lai ma tuan
mach va tiém thuoc.

Hai Tién dua cdi toa cho c6 Lé va ndi
rang:

— Théi, con kéu xe kéo ma di mua thudc,
chd sai bay tré n6 cé hiéu dau. Ma coi néd
23 tiéng Phap, cachet trong dugc hoc c6 nghia la vién (thudc)
hinh bau duc nhu triing nhén. C6 thé vao thoi do, thudc bot
ciing dugc boc, vo tiing phan nhu thudc vién nén ciing goi la
cachet.
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binh nhiéu lam, binh vé phan xac, ma cling
binh vé phan tri nita. Me con minh phai
rang nudi né ma dén on ddp nghia cho bac
Ba con.

Co L¢ gat dau ndi:

— Phai vay chd sao.

Rai c6 budc xudng thang lau ma di mua
thuoc.
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CHUONG VIII
KE BAC - NGUOI HAU

Mot budi chiéu, troi mua ri ra, gié théi
lao xao. Hiép nam trén bo van gé nho, ngé
ra ctia sO, thay hot mua lac dac, hot nay tiép
hét kia, nhu giot nudc mat cta trdi nhd
xuong, roi lai thdy ngon cay phia bén kia
dudng qudc xudng, ngdc 1én nhu ai x0, ai
day, thi long ngao ngan, tri bang hoang.

Co Lé & tiing dudi di lén lau, r6i di ngay
lai ch6 Hiép nam, mat ngd, miéng cudi ma
héi rang:
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— Tr6i mua dam dé ti hoi trua dén gio,
vay ma anh co6 lanh hay khong?

Hiép lat dat ngoi day dap rang:

— Khong. Trong minh tdi nhu thudng,
khong biét lanh niia.

Co Lé kéo ghé ngdi ngay mat Hiép ma
noi rang:

— Tr6i nay ma anh khong biét lanh thi
ching binh rét ctia anh, 6ng thay thuoc tri
da dit roi. Em néi 6ng An gidi ldm ma, anh
coi phai thiét 6ng giéi hay khong?

— Ong gidi thiét, nhung ma 6ng tri da
hon ba thang roi...

— Thi hoi coi mach lan dau, 6ng da cé
ndi binh ctia anh phai udng thudc lau lam
mdi thiét manh dugc. Em tuéng phai uong
tdm chin thang hodc mot nam, té ra mdi ba
thang may ma anh dut dugc binh rét, vay
thi gioi lam ché con sao niia?
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— Khong phai téi ndi 6ng cho thudc téi
ba thang may mdi diit binh rét do la dé. Toi
biét chiling binh cta t6i khé lam, t6i sg phai
udng thudc téi mot hai nam kia ché, ma co
khi tri khong hét roi phai chét ntia. Ngoai
Chta chan nhiéu ngudi mang binh nhu t6i
vay, toi thay ho chét thiéu gi.

— U, néu anh biét nhu vay, thi phai cong
nhan 6ng An la thiy thudc gidi ché.

~ Phai, toi chju 6ng gidi. Y t6i mudn
noi hon ba thang nay, t6i lam ton hao ctia
thim Hai nhiéu qua.

— Thoi, anh ct néi cau do6 hoai, ma em
nghe ddy ma em budn lam.

— Xin c6 dé toi ndi hét cho 6 nghe.

— Anh muon néi viéc gi em cling chiu
hét thay; em chi xin anh diing c6 noi téi
chuyén dé, em buo6n lam vay.
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— Khong néi sao ding. May thang nay
thim Hai da nudi com t6i, ma con ton tién
thudc khong biét bao nhiéu ma ké cho xiét.
ROi day con phdi trad tién coi mach, tiém
thudc cho o6ng thay thudc niia, thiét toi ai
ngai hét stic.

— Anh noi r6i phdi khong? Bay gié anh
phai cho em cai lai. Ma em ton v6i anh chut
dinh ma anh ai ngai, vay ché bac Ba hoi
trudc giap cho ma em chon cat cha em, ma
roi bac phai bi day luu d6, ma em v6i em lai
khong ai ngai hay sao?

— Co duling nhac viéc ctia ba tdi ché. He
nhac t6i thi t6i buon, t6i mudn chét phtic
cho roi.

— Xin 16i anh. Tai em ham cai v6i anh,
nén em quén de dit. Ma em xin anh ciling
diing néi téi sy ton hao niia, hé anh néi téi
thi em cting bu6én lam. Nguoi ¢ doi, néu
biét nhon nghia, thi phai thi an bao duc
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van cong v6i nhau vay ma. Em néi thiét,
nhd& Troi Phat cho ma em lam an kha, nén
cO tién ma tén hao chut dinh véi anh do,
em mung lam viy.

— Ngudi bi€t nhon nghia nhu co6, thiét
la it c4. D€ t6i manh ro6i day tdi cling phai
lam sao ma xu nghia lai tdi méi via long
cho.

— Anh lam sao? Dau anh néi nghe thu
Col.

Co Lé hoi cau dé roi liéc mat ngd Hiép,
y doi coi chang dap thé nao. Hiép ngod ra
ctia s0 ma suy nghi mdt hoi réi cham rai

dap rang:

— D€ manh ro6i t6i kiém cong viéc lam,
moi thang dem vé cho thim Hai nam ba
dong cling phai, mién c6 nhu vay thi toi
mdi viia long.
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Co Lé that vong, cd chau may budn
xo0. Co6 diing day di lai ctia sO ng6d xudng
dudng, xem giot mua lac dac, long c6 lanh
tanh. C6 dung ngé xudng dudng ma dap
v6i Hiép rang:

— Anh dang mdi viia kha khd, con 6m
qud, ma tinh di lam viéc gi! Anh nam nha
ma choi cling c6 com an vdy ma, can gi
phai di lam cho cuc khé.

Hiép ciing ngd cho khac, tri van vo,
long ngao ngan, ndi bong 1ong rang: “Lam
nguoi, ma nhitla lam don 6ng con trai, thi
phai lo lam an ché... Ma trudc hét phai di
kiém di toi v6i con Hao coi...

Co6 Lé nghe may tiéng ay thi c6 day lai
ndi cing coi rang:

— Em khong mudn anh nhé téi bac gai
vGi con Hao ntia! Em biéu anh bod di, nhé
t6i lam gi?
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— Khong nhé sao dugc?

— Néu anh cti nhé t6i hai ngusi dé hoai,
thi lam sao uong thudc cho manh dugc!

— Thiét t6i cing muodn vang 16i cd, ngat
vi con Hao la con cua ba t6i, nghia la né la
em rudt cua toi.

Hiép ndi t6i do roi cdm dong ndi khong
dugc ntia, nudc mat tuon ra dam dé, phai
lay khan ma lau.

Co Lé lat dat trd lai ngoi trén cai ghé
hoéi nay, nhin Hiép tran tran rdi cling chay
nudc mat ma ndi giong bi ai rang:

— Em xin 16i anh. Vi em thuong anh
nén em ngng 16i, chG chang phai em cé y chi
khéc. Xin anh nghi lai ma coi, may thang
nay anh vé & day, anh dau nhiéu lam, em
thay anh bi rét riing nén anh dau vé phan
xac da ndng rdi, ma anh nhé chuyén nha
cua anh thi anh bu6n buc, nén anh con dau
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vé phan tri ntia. Ma em v6i em rang stc
nuodi anh, em lam cho binh phan xac cua
anh da gan dut dugc roi, thi em miing hét
stc. Bay gio con cdi binh phan tri cua anh
nta, binh nay gdc tai buon rau ma sanh ra,
phai don cadi goc ay thi tri binh méi manh.
Tai vay dd, nén em nghe anh nhac téi bac
gai v6i con Hao, thi em gidn qua, phai ndi
ndng 16i, anh hiéu khong?

Hiép gat dau dap ring:
— Téi hiéu.

— U, anh hiéu, thoi thi diing thém nhé
t6i chuyén dé nita; anh c6 buon thilay nhut
trinh véi tieu thuyét em mua dé ma doc.

— Téi cing mudén nghe 16i c6 lam,
khong thém tudng téi chuyén khon nan do
ntia, ngdt bung t6i dinh nhu vay, ma né kh-
ién cai tri khong noi. Tri bat nhé hoai hoai,
toi khong biét lam sao quén dugc.
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Co6 Lé nhin Hiép rat lau, r6i c6 hoi y
nén cudi ma noi rang:
— Em tim dugc phuong thudc hay roi,
chic sé tri cai binh bu6n ctia anh dugc.

— Phuong thuoc gi?

— D€ em néi v6i ma em cuébi vo cho
anh, hodc may anh mdi hét buodn.

~Y, sao dugc.

— Sao lai khong dugc? Nam nay anh da
19, 20 tudi roi, cudi vg phai lam ché. Anh
c6 vg, chac tri anh mac thuong vg ma quén
cac chuyén khac hét ...

— Tinh thuong vg lam sao ma hon tinh
thuong cha cho dugc, nén c6 chac cé vg roi
quén cha?

— Phai, tinh thuong vg khong thé nang
hon tinh thuong cha dugc. Ma hai tinh déu
khéac nhau, so sanh sao cho dugc. Anh co
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vg, tuy khong phai anh thuong v ma quén
cha, nhung ma c6 vg tu nhién anh vui thu
Vg con, roi tri khudy lang, b6t nhé chuyén
buo6n vé nodi cha hay la em niia.

—Y cuia c6 thiét 1a t6t, ma cai chudc cta
c6 bay do, t6i coi khong hay. Ngay nao ba
toi con mac chdn lao tu, thi tdi c6 long da
nao ma nd cudi vg. Da vay ma cdi tri ctia
t6i bi binh sdu ndo, néu toi cudi vg thi toi
so ching binh cua t6i da khong tuyét, ma
nd con truyén nhiém lay cho mot nguai
thiéu ni vo toi, thi tdi nghiép cho ngudi ta
biét chiling nao.

— Néu c¢6 ngudi thi€u nii san long
thuong anh, khong s¢ nhiém cdi binh cta
anh, tinh nguyén hi¢ép chung cdi doi vui
vé cuia ho véGi cai doi budon tham cta anh,
ddng ki€ém phuong thé ma tri cai binh cta
anh, dudng ay anh cting khong chiu niia
hay sao?
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— Toi dau n& vi ky dén ndi lam hu hai
cai doi vui vé tot dep clia ngudi hdo tdm
nhu vay.

Co Lé lac dau, roi diing day hai lang
rang:

— Hop thuoc dé tiém cho anh da hét
roi, hoi s6m mdi anh di tiém thudc, ong
thay thuoc cé biéu mua hay khong?

— Ong c6 néi véi toi ring tiém da nhiéu
rdi, thoi d€ nghi it ngay; néu rét khong tai
lai, thi chang cin phai tiém niia.

— Con thudc uéng?

— Ong bi€u cti modi dém udng mot vién
k}lf ninh (tiéng Phap: quinine, tén loai thudc tri binh rét rling
(mau vang hodc tre“ing).) ma thoi.

— Néu vay thi moi ngay khoi phai lai
cho 6ng coi mach niia?

— Thoi.
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— Anh them mi khéng? D€ em sai con
Ha di ndu cho anh an nghe?

— Cam on. Ong thdy thudc din phai ci
an mot it lau, nhut 1a phai ¢ d6 c6 dau mé.

— Cit m&, thoi thi an do ngot.

— Thoi, an lam chi, t6i khong déi.

— Ong thay thuéc da cho phép anh di
choi hay chua?

- Ong néi di choi ding réi.

— Hu, ong gioi ma ong cho phép nhu
vay, em khong phuc. Di choi rui bi mua
gio roi binh phat lai méi lam sao? Em cam,
khong cho anh di dau hét. Chuing nao em
liéu ra ngoai dugc roi em sé cho phép.

— Co6 gat hon thay thuoc sao?

— Phéi, em git lim. Ong thay thudc coi
mach dinh thudc, con em thilo diéu dudng.
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Em ciing c6 quyén nhu 6ng vay ché.

Co Lé noi cau sau do va viia liéc, via di
xuong thang lau. Hi¢p ngo theo liing diing
16 do, réi nam xudng lay khan day cap mat
lai.

Mot biia, 16i 3 gid chiéu, thim Hai Tién
sai cd Lé di v6i mot co thg may vo Chg 16n
mua hang. Co Lé ra khéi nha roi, thi Hi¢p
noi véi Hai Tién cho chang di choi moét
chut. Hai Tién thay trdi tot, lai cing muon
cho Hiép gidi tri, nén cho Hiép di choi va
md tu lay cho mot dong bac dé di xe.

Hiép sglai gare Dakao ma dixe dién, rui
gadp co Lé rdi co khong cho di, nén chang di
bd xudng Bén Thanh roéi di xe dién duong
trong ma v0 Chg Qudn. Chang di thing
thang lai dudng Nha Tho roi tho thin kiém
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nha Ba Tram. Chang di ngang qua mdt cai
nha nhé ma dep, dang trudc cé san, lai c6
mot cdi xe hoi duong dau dya thém. Chang
ngo trudc dom sau, thiy cai nha nay giongy
nhu 16i ctia c6 Lé chi vé hom no, nén chang
nghi la nha cta Ba Tram. Chang duong
ding ngoai dudng ngd vo, bong thiy Ba
Tram y phuc toan mot mau nudéc bién, mat
doi phan trang non, moi thoa son do lom,
chang khac nao mot cd gdi mdéi 16n 1én,
trong nha budc ra dung dua bén xe hoi, roi
ké mot ngudi don 6ng, mac au phuc, cliing
trong nha di ra ding khit mot bén do, hai
ngudi ndi chuyén vui cudi. Ngudi don 6ng
lai 1y tay stia day chuyén, vudt mdi toc cho
Ba Tram.

Hiép thdy buc tranh nay, lién nhé buc
tranh khac cling dem treo trudc mat minh
trong mot dém no, cdch nam ndm trudc,
thi tay chon lanh ngat ma trong nguc hting
huc, cdp mat chéa loa. Chang dgm x6c di
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vO clia ngd, ké thay cap ay budc 1én xe hoi
roi xe rut chay ra. Hiép diung tranh mot
bén ctia ngd, ma cdp mat ngd xe hoi luom
ludm. Xe ra t6i, Hi¢p cling thay Ba Tram
ngé minh trin trdn, ma xe ct thing ra
dudng roi chay tuot.

Lac ay Hiép nhu ngay, nhu dai, khong
con tri khon gi niia, nén khong biét tinh 1€
nao, khong biét phai di dau.

Chang ngo6i chom hom trén 1€ duong,
via gian, viia budn, vua then thua, via kh-
inh bi. Cach chang bao lau, c6 mdt ngudi
trai & trong di ra dodng ctia ngd. Hiép budc
lai hdi rang:

— Nha nay phai nha c¢6 Ba Tram hay
khong vay anh?

— Phai. Héi chi vay?

— To6i ba con vdi ¢o, nén kiém tham co.
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— Co t6i di Vang Tau hung gid, khong
cd & nha. Xe mdi di hoi nay day.

— Té ra xe mdi chay ra dé la xe ctia co
Ba Tram hay sao?

— Phai.

— Vay ma t6i khong de ché. Toi thay cé
mot ngudi don 6ng ngdi trén xe nia.

- U, cb di v6i 6ng Hoi dong.

— Ong Hoi déng nao?

- Ong Hoi dong & dudi My Tho, la
chong cua co, ba con sao ma khong biét?

— Ba con ma khong gap lau réi rdi, nén
toi khong hay c6 Ba c6 chong.

— Dung 6ng Hoi dong da gan mot nam
rOi.

~ To6i khong hay. Ong Hoi dong d6 tén
gi vay anh?
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— Anh héi nhiéu qua. Muon biét tén gi
thi anh dgi c6 vé anh héi co.

— Khong biét c6 Ba di hiing gi6 chiling
nao maoi ve?

— Cai dé t6i khong hiéu. Ma c6 toi dem
quan ao theo nhiéu nén t6i chac & lau.

— Con c6 Hao & dau ma khong di choi
vGi co Ba?

— C6 Ba nho khong chiu di Viing Tau,
nhung ma c6 di choi ché khong cé & nha.

— Di choi dau?
— Di dau ngoai Saigon.

Hiép nghiBa Tram di hting gid, bé Hao
& nha mot minh, vay thi chang c6 thé gap
em duoc, nhung ma Hao di choi khong biét
chting nao vé ma chg, nén chang tit gia tén
trai dong ctia d6 ma di, tinh mai mot sé trg
vO ki€ém Hao.
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Lai gare xe dién mua gidy trd ra Saigon,
thay dong ho chg méi chi 5 gid, nghi con
s6m, nén tha di choi mot vong roi sé vé bat
Ho.

Hiép di gan t6i mot nha hang ban rugu
& duong Bonard, bong thay mot cai xe hoi
mdi ngling ngay trudc cua nha hang, roi
trén xe budc xuong hai c6 y phuc thiét dep,
vGi hai thay con trai, ma trong hai c6 ay cé
mot cO guong mat giong in con Hao.

Bon ngudi di vo nha hang ngoi chung
mot ban, rdi kéu bai lay rugu, hai c6 gion
v6i hai thay, ndi cudi ngd ngén. Hi¢p diing
ngoai nhin coi, thdy rd mot c6 la con Hao,
bén men men di vd ding mét bén c6 do roi
cdi xuoéng noéi nho rang:

— Em, anh c6 v6 trong nha ma khong
gap em.
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C6 Hao ngudc lén ngd Hiép roi nghiém
nét mat va nat rang:

— E! Em nao na! Toi cé biét chu 1a ai
dau, chu lam roi.

— Coi kia! Anh la Hiép day, em quén
hay sao?

— To6i ndi cha lam roi, toi khong biét
Hiép Heo nao hét.
Co Hao diing day la I6n rang:

— Sao cht dam dén ch6 nay ma lam
nhuc t6i? Chu mudn toi kéu linh bat chu
hay sao? D06 khén nan! Pi ra cho mau.

Hai thay ciing dung day viua x6 Hiép
viia bdo rang:

- bi di.

Hiép gidn, cdp mat do au, tay run bay
bay, viia di ra duong viia néi lam bam rang:
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— Phai! Khon nan. Khén nan thiét ma!
Hen chi c6 Lé khong muon cho téi di choi
phai [am.

Hiép tré ra gare mua gidy xe dién ma
vé Dakao. V& t6i tiém, Hiép di thing 1én
lau, ma viia lén hét cai thang thi gdp co Lé
ding can duong. Co hai rang:

— Sao anh thtia dip em di khoi, anh 1én
em ma di choi? Anh di dau tu hai ba gio
cho téi bay gio?

Hiép rung rung nudc mat ma dap rang:

— Toi dai hon ¢6 nhiéu lam. Co6 biét
trudc nén c6 khong muon cho téi di, ma
toi cai 161 co, nén t6i mai phai gdp cdi canh
dau dén nhyc nha nhu vay. Toi xin c6 tha
16i cho toi.

C6 Lé nhin Hiép roi chac lugi lac dau
ndi xudi rang:
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— Thoi roi! Toi giti hét stic ma cling
khong khoi! Oi! Ma ciing nén m& cdi mun
nhot dé moét 1an cho réi, tha dau moét 1an,
ma roi no6 lanh, ché dé ndi nhic ngdm
ngam kho chiu lam.

Hiép di lai bd van nhd, chd chang ngu
dé ma ngoi, roi chong hai tay lén tran ma
khoc.

Co Lé dé cho Hiép khdc mot hoi thiét
lau ddng phai b6t nude sau nao, roi c6 méi
lai ngdi trudc mdt, lay 161 diu ngot ma héi
coi budi chiéu ay Hiép di dau, gap ai, hay
la nghe thdy nhiing viéc gi, ma vé phai
dau dén trong long dén thé. Hiép to nho
to thiét lai cho c6 Lé nghe viéc minh di vo
nha Ba Tram, thay Ba Tram ma c6 khong
thém hdi, hay Ba Tram c6 chong 1a mot 6ng
Hoi dong & dudi My Tho, gap ¢6 Hao ngoi
nha hang véi trai, minh v6 chao co, ma co6
khong nhin nhan, lai mang nhiéc va ham

kéu linh bat.
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Co Lé nghe ro6 dau duoi roi co thé ra
ma ndi rang:

— Em van biét y anh mudn thiy ro
rang cai bac ctia bac Ba v6i cdi hu cta con
Hao. Ma em nghi, anh thay r6 r6i anh cang
thém budn, rdi s¢g anh dau lai, vi vay ma em
khong muon cho anh thay, nén em khong
mudn cho anh di choi. Nay anh nghi coi ¢6
phai anh thay da vo6 ich, lai thém hai hay
khong?

— Phai lam, phai lam, hai thiét. May
thang nay t6i nghe néi con Hao hu, nhung
ma noé véi téi ¢ tinh cot nhuc, nén dau
thé nao t6i cling thuong né hoai, chd chi
toi nghe 16i co, t6i khong ra khdi nha, t6i
khong gap no, thi cai tinh anh em van con
phudng phat, tdi con cé chd nuong dua
tri ma nhé gia dinh. Téi cai 16i c6 lam chi,
ma toi gdp con Hao cho no dut cdi tinh
anh em 4y nhu vay. Troi oi! Bay gid tri toi
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nhu nguoi choi voi gitia bién, nhin ti phia
ménh mong, khong b, khong bén, t6i biét
niu cdi gi ma song, dang gap mat ba t6i!

Hiép noi téi d6 thi khoc dam, nam chui
xuong van, lanh run lap cap.

Co Lé 14t dat x6 mén ma dap cho Hiép
va noi rang:

— Con em day chi. Anh niu ma séng
dugc ché.

Hiép ngo co Lé roi gat dau dap rang:

— Cam on co.
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CHUONG IX
MAN TU

Cach nam nam sau nira.

Hiép bay gio da dugc 24 tuoi, tudng
manh mé, nudc da sam, ché khong phai
dau 6m mét xanh nhu hoi & Chia Chan
maéi vé do vay.

Vi Hiép quyét chi ki€m cong viéc ma
lam cho gidi khuay long phién ndo, nén
thim Hai Tién nh¢ tiém may ma than thiét
dugc vé6i nhiéu ba, nhiéu cd, chiing thay
Hiép thiét manh roi, thim méi néi véi ba
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phé chu Hang dau ma gé&i Hiép vo lam
trong Hang; an luong moi thang dugc ba
chuc dong bac.

Mot budi trua, thim Hai Tién ngoi
trong tiém duong stia soan hang ma giao
cho may c6 thg may, thinh linh anh sau

Thém ghé lai hoi rang:

— Chi Hai, mdy thang nay chi manh
gioi ha?

Nguyén Sau Thém hoi trude lam cu-li
cho Hang gao bén Xé6m Chiéu, nén thim
Hai Tién quen nhiéu, béi vay thim nghe
hdi thi thim ngo6 ra ma dap rdng:

~ O, manh. Em di choi phai khong em
Sdu? May thang nay em di ddu mat biét vay
em?

— Toi bi & tu hét tdm thang, méi man
hém qua day.
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— Ua, sao ma 4 tu?

— Dénh 1n, t6i chém thang do dtt hai
ngon tay, nén bi dn.

— Bat nhon dit khong! Qua c6 hay dau.
Ngo6i d6 choi em Sau.

Sau Thém ben ngodi trén ghé dé dua
mot bén cdi mdy may. Hai Tién mé ta lay
mot dong bac ma dua cho Sau Thém va néi
rang:

— Em lay dong bac di uong nudc choi.
Lo lam an, danh 16n lam chi ma phai bi tu
toi khong biét.

— Cam on chi Hai. Toi c6 ham gay g6
vGi ai dau. Tai hom do gidong gi am cho 1064,
nén t6i dan khong dugc, méi sanh chuyén

doé ché.

~ O trong kham cuc lim ha?
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— Cai d6 khéi noéi. Kéu la th ma suéng
ndi gi. A, né, téi c6 gdp anh Ba Mau. Chi
biét anh khong?

— Biét lam ché. Em gédp & dau?

~ Gip & trong kham 16n. Anh gin min
roi, nén ¢ ngoai Con Non ho goi anh ve.

— Phai. Anh Ba Mdu 6 tu nam nay dung
muodi ndm, ma khong biét biia nao man.
Qua nhé anh bi bat nhdm ngay mudi ba
thang hai, song khong hi€u ngay Tay nham
ngay nao, nén tinh khong dugc.

— Anh néi véi t6i tudn téi anh man.
Anh c6 néi ngay nita. ma téi quén.

— Chac tuan sau phai khong? Dé qua
ndéi cho thang Hiép hay ddng no xin phép
tuan sau n6 & nha né di dén anh.

— Thang Hiép nao?
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— Con anh do. May ndm nay né & v6i
qua day.

— Cha chd! Ba vg cua dnh may ndm nay
lam nhiéu viéc khon nan qud, khong hiéu
anh tinh lam sao.

~ Qi! Con vg con gi nita ma néi! Khong
biét trong khdm anh c6 nghe viéc d6 hay
khong?

— Khong, anh khong hay gi hét, nén
gan man anh vui lam.

— Em cd ndi cho anh nghe hay khong?

— Khong. Noi lam chi. Viéc nha cua
anh d€ anh vé anh xt 1ay. Thoi, dé t6i kiéu
chi Hai tdi di choi. Cdm on chi nghe khong
chi Hai.

Sau Thém ra khéi ctia, roi ké Hiép di
lam viéc v€, minh mac mot bo do tay bo
xdm coi manh mé 1dm. Hiép di thang lén
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lau. Hai Tién hén ho di theo sau lung.

Co Lé duong ngoi théu khan trén lau,
vua thay Hiép 16 lén thang thi kéu con Ha
ma biéu don com.

Hiép mdi ngdi ma giay thi Hai Tién noéi
rang:
— Né chdu, tuan sau day anh Ba man

da.

— Chéu ciing biét thang nay man, song
khong hiéu ngay nao. Sao thim biét tuan
t6i man?

— Sau Thém & ti vé, n6 mdi ghé, nd ndi
gdp anh Ba trong kham. Anh Ba néi tuan
t6i day anh man.

— Néu vay thi thu bay chdu xin phép &
nha it bia ddng chau di don ba chau.

Co Lé chen v0 néi rang:
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— Toi cling di nita.
Hai Tién cén rdng:

— Con di lam chi, d€ tht hai ma di véi
anh con, minh don thd hai khong gdp thi
dén hom to6i thd ba, thd tu, don hét tuan
ty nhién phai gap, ché gi. Ne, ma thim dan
trudc chau: Hé gap anh Ba thi dung c¢6 néi
chuyén chi Ba véi con Hao nghe khong.
D& minh rude anh vé nha réi thung thing
minh sé€ xi ra, ché noi gap anh hay r6i anh
buon.

Hiép gat dau ma dap rang:

— Thim néi phai lam, viéc nha dé thung
thang ndm ba biia rdi minh sé noi. Con di
dén, chdu di moét minh cting dugc. Thim
v6i c6 Hai di lam chi mat cong.

Hai Tién noi:

— Thim phai di ché. Con Lé & nha coi
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tiém dugc ma. Vay mot 1at, chiing con Ha
don com roi minh nén noi chuyén chi khac
hon la chuyén di xuong ctia kham 16n don
rudc cap-rang Mau.

Sang thd hai, thim Hai Tién di véi
Hiép xuong ngodi ngay ctia kham 16n, cho
khong thay chi hét, méi vé€ an com, rdi buoi
hau chiéu xuéng doén ntta. Dén t6i chiéu
thu ba gan bon gid, Hai Tién thay c6 mot
nguoi ban 4o banh td xanh, quan vai den, &
trong ctia kham budc ra dudng, diing ngé
dao dac. Thim ngd sling ngudi dy roi la 16n
rang:

— Anh Bakia kia chau. Anh ché ai! Anh
Ba, anh Ba!

Hiép chay lai gan, thay qua la cha nd,
thi kéu 16n rang:

— Ba, ba, con déay ba. Con dén hai bita
ray.
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Ba Mau ngd6 Hi¢p tran tran, miéng cuoi
ngdn ngoén ma hai lat léo rang:

— Vay ha.

Hiép nam canh tay Ba Mau ma dat di
qua lé duong bén kia. Hai Tién di riét lai va
ndi rang:

— Miing anh Ba.
Ba Mau cuoi. Hiép néi:

— Thim Hai héi truéc & mot xo6m véi
minh bén Vinh Hoi, ba quén hay sao?

Ba Mau gat dau dap:
— Thim Hai Tién ma, dé quén khong.
Thim Hai Tién noi:

— Phai, em day. Em ciing don anh Ba
may bia ray.
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— Vay hay sao? Sao biét biia nay t6i man
ma don?

— Sdu Thém nd ndi nén mdi hay chd.
— 0. Sdu Thém nd man héom trudc.

— Thoi, d€ mai anh Ba vé nha roi sé ndi
chuyén. Chau kéu ba cdi xe kéo di chdu.

Hiép kéu xe. Ba Mau ngd quanh quat
roi héi:

— Hiép, con di may dau?

Hai Tién rudc ma dap rang:

— Chi Ba khong hay.

— Con con Hao?

— Chac n6 cling khong hay.

— Ua! Sao thing Hiép hay?

Hai Tién khong biét 161 chi ma dap cho
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xuoi, may nho ba cai xe kéo chay lai, nén
noi:

— Thoi, mdi anh Ba 1én xe kéo ma ve.

Ba ngudi budc 1én xe. Ba Mau cudi hit
hat ma néi 16n rang:

— Toi bi day mud6i nam, ma vg con toi
dugc sung sudng, thiét tdi khoai chi lam.

Hai Tién v6i Hiép ta nudc mat, song
khong dam noi chi hét.

Ba cdi xe lén t6i Dat Ho, ngling ngay
trudc cta tiém. Co Lé vua thdy thi lat dat

chay ra x4 Ba Mau. Ba Mdu ngd cd tran
tran. Hai Tién noi rang:

— Con nho toi do6 da. Con Lé do anh Ba
quén nd hay sao?

Ba Mdu gat dau va cudi, roi di theo Hai
Tién ma vao tiém. Hai Tién moi di theo
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thang 1én 1au; c6 Lé tra tién xe roi cing 1én
theo.

Hai Tién md&i Ba Mau ngoi tai ghé sa-
lon r6i noéi rang:

— Toi tudng anh Ba & trong chac anh

Ba 6m lam, té ra khong 6m, ma lai c6 da
thit hon hoi trudc nhiéu.

— T6i méap hon hoi trudce hay sao?

— Hon nhiéu, ma anh Ba coi gia hon,
toc bac da giun.

— O trong chén lao ti mudi nim ma
khong gia sao dugc thim. Con séng day la
may.

— Anh Ba vé dugc thiét em mtling qua.

— Toéi cling mling lam. Ma mudGi nam
nay toi & tu cuc kho, song t6i khong budn.
Minh da quyét chi thi buon céi gi. Cuc kho
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mot minh ma cd nha dugc sung sudng, thi
khodi lam vay.

Hai Tién ngd Hiép roi biéu cd Lé coi
mua do thém ddng nau com an cho sém.
Co Lé di xuong tling dudi, con Hiép thi
duong thay doi quan do.

Ba M4u ngd Hiép ma hoi rang:

— Nha nay la nha cua ai vay Hiép?

— Thua, nha ctia thim Hai.

— Con may 6 dau?

— Con § day ntia.

— Con di may vé6i con Hao 6 dau?

-0 trong Chg Quan.

— Ua! Sao lai khong & chung véi nhau?

— Thua, con & riéng.
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— Bay & riéng tu lam chi; 6 chung véi
nhau khong dugc hay sao? Thoi, dé tham
thim Hai mot chut r6i may dat tao vé nha
ddng tao tham di v6i em may ché.

— Thing thang rdi sé vé ba, gdp lam chi.

— Xa cach nhau t6i mudi ndam lan ma;
di may véi con Hao nhé tao lung lam ché.
Vé dang cho me con né miing mot chut.

Hai Tién thay Hiép boi roi khong tra
16i dugc nita, thi hét ma néi rang:

— Anh Ba mdi ra, vay anh Ba § nha em
ma choi it biia cho khoe da anh Ba.

— Bay gio toi khde lam, c6 mét dau.

— Anh Ba & day ddng dn uodng tiép
dudng it biia.

— Vé nha rdi tiép dudng cling dugc vay.
Trong kham ra roi ¢ day, khong vé nha, lam
nhu vay coi sao dugc.
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— Em mang on anh Ba ndng qua, trong
mudi nim nay chang gidy phdt nao ma em
quén. Anh Ba vé dugc em miing hét stc,
nén em mudn anh Ba & day cho em nuoi
it ngay, dding em dén on dép nghia v6i anh
Ba, cho phi long em.

— On gi dau?

— Anh Ba quén hay sao? Nho anh Ba
cho em mot traim dong bac, em chon cat
cho cha con Lé tt t€, ma con du tién em
dé lam vén mua ban, gy dung lan lan, nén
ngay nay mdi cé tiém nhu vay, me con em
no 4m, d¢6 la on nang lam ché.

— A, t6i nhé roi. Toi cho thim bac dém

hoém dé phai khong?
— Thua phai.

— Toi lay toi dua dai, t6i khong kip dém.
Té ra dugc c6 mot tram hay sao?
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— Thua, mét tram 14an.

Ba Mau ngdi ngam nghi mot hoi roi
ndi rang:

— Néu vay thi t6i dem vé cho ma con
Hao t6i mudi chin ngan chin tram dong,
bdi vi Mai Chin Cung khai mat hét hai
mudi l[am ngan, thing Tam Thiét no lay
phan ndé nam xap gidy sdn*, sau co xét lay
hét, thi con c6 ndm ngan. Con lai phan t6i
hai chuc ngan. Ma t6i cho thim mét tram,
thi con mudi chin ngan chin trdm dong,
phai roi.

Hiép budc lai hoi rang:

— Té ra thiét ba giut bac ctia Mai Chin
Cung hay sao?

— Thiét c¢6 ché. Néu khong cé thi lam
sao ma bi day.

24 tiéng Phap: cent=mot tram, gidy xdn (san, xang, sang) la gidy
bac 100 dong.
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— Ba lam viéc do6 vo ich qua.

— Sao ma vo ich! Tao thay vg con ngheo
cuc tao chiu khong dugc, nén tao thi than
tao; tha tao bi day ma vg con dugc sung
suéng, tao lam nhu vay cé ich cho vg con
lam ché.

Hiép uat uc trong long chiu khong
dugc, nén dom mudn ndi thiét viéc nha
cho cha nghe. Hai Tién ra ddu biéu duing cai
niia, nén Hiép phai ddn long, ngdm miéng.

Co Lé bung do an, sap don diay mot
ban, r6i Hai Tién mdi Ba Mau an. Trong
lac bon ngudi an uong thi Hai Tién ki€m
chuyén vui ma noi, ddng cho Ba Mau quén
viéc vg con. Ma chiing an roi, thi Ba Mau
héi thuc Hiép phai dat vé nha dang gap mat
Ba Tram va con Hao.

Hiép hét phuong gidu giém nita dugc,
nén phai né6i bung ra rang:



226 9| 12t Xt Clhdib

— Con khong thé d€ cho ba gap mat di
v6i con Hao dugc, bdi vi ngay ba bi Toa
kéu an roi thi di 14y trai cung hét, nay thiang
ndy, mai thang khac. Miy ndm sau day di
lam bé Ho¢i dong nao & dudi My Tho, con
con Hao thi né bat chudc guong cua di nén
no6 cling lam “di, n6 gdp con, né khong
thém nhin con la anh nd. Nhiing d6 nhu
vay ma ba con doi gap madt lam chi!

Hiép diing n6i mot day. Ba Mau nghe
ma dudng nhu khong hiéu, nén hoi gan
rang:

— May ndi sao? Di may c6 chong khac,
con con Hao thi lam di?

— Thua, phai.

— Troi dat oi! Con mudi chin ngan chin
tram dong bac ctia tao dem vé cho dé, lam
gi hét di, ma me con phai mat tiét hu than
dén thé?



Lgsdiimg 227

— Con co biét dau.

— May khong biét tao dem bac mudn
ve giao cho di may ddng nuoi con Hao véi
may sao?

— Di ¢6 ndi dau ma biét. Toa kéu an ba
dugc chting mot thang, di 14y trai, con bat
duoc; di mac ¢d di dubi con di, roi tu do
dén giG con co 1éo t6i nha nita dau.

Ba Mdu dua ngtia vao ghé ma thé doc,
madt may tai lét, cap mat lim dim. Hai Tién
vGi co Lé ngoi trén van, con Hiép thi diing
mot bén cha, ba ngudi biét Mau dau dén
lam, nén ngé chting ma thoi, ché khong
dam noi chi hét.

Céach moét hoi l1au, Ba Mau md& mat ra
roi vung dung day, hai ban tay 6m cdi dau
chat ciing ma noi rang:

— Toi di lac dudng! Troi oi! Cai dau toi
muon bé roi!
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Hai Tién thay vay nén khuyén rang:

— Xin anh Ba chang nén buén. Viéc da
16 161, biét lam sao. Tai minh v6 phudc, nén
tr6i m6i khién lam phdi ma lai gdp quay.
Anh Ba con chau Hi¢p day, né thuong, né
trong anh Ba lam, vay ciing du roi, can gi
phai buon.

Ba Mau té ngoi trén ghé lai, roi khoc,
nudc mat nhéu rong rong. Hiép thiy cha
nhu vay thi dong long nén ciing khoc theo.

Nho khéc, n6 giai noi udt tic trong long
dugc, nén thung thing Ba Mau tinh tri lai,
roi bi€u con thuit ti€p viéc nha cho minh

nghe.

Hiép beén kéo ghé ngoi mot bén cha, roi
thang thdng td hét cac viéc & nha; cha bi
bat, r6i minh lo di ban nhuyt trinh lay hué
hong ma nu6i me ghé véi em, moi ngay
kiém dugc bao nhiéu ciing dem vé dua
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hét cho me ghé. Cha bi Toa kéu an rdi thi
me ghé v6i em dan mdc loe let; cach chiing
mot thang, me ghé lai 14y trai, minh bat
dugc minh gy, me ghé ho then méi danh,
duoi ra khoéi nha, khéng cho & niia. Minh
luu linh trét moét thang, ngay di ban nhut
trinh, t6i ngu may nha gare. May gap mot
c6 vg Tay muén 6 boi, méi dat ra vuon cao
su & ngoai Chtia Chan. G Chtia Chan niam
ndm, than tuy no am, nhung ma phai mang
chung binh rét rling, sg & dé niia phai chét,
nén xin thoi, tr§ vé Saigon kiém thuoc
udng. Co6 Lé di chg gap, méi dat vé tiém.
Thim Hai Tién khong cho di ntia, thim
rudc thay thudc tiém thuoc, tri binh gan
bon thang mdéi lanh manh, r6i thim géi cho
lam trong Hang dau tu 4y dén nay. Con Ba
Tram thi c6 lam nhuc nha da them, r6i méi
mua nha & dudng Nha thd Chg Quan va
lam bé nguoi ta. Hién bay gid c6 giau ¢, &
nha tot, ban 4o mau, deo hot xoan, ngoi xe
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hoi coi sang trong lam. Con Hao thi khong
c6 chong, nhung ma dém nao ciing nhay
dam, ngodi nha hang, di choi véi trai luon
ludn, nay ngudi nay, mai ngudi kia, khong
so ai ché cudi khinh bi.

Hi¢p thuat da hét, khong sét mot
khoang nao.

Ba Mdu nghe rd dau dudi roi thi mat
buon xo, ngdi chac 1udi than rang:

— Long ngudi khong biét sao ma do
dugc. Toi thi than di an cudp dem vé giao
cho gan hai mudn dong bac. Toi can dan
hét 161, t6i gdi con t6i; t6i xin nudi gitim nod.
Co6 de dau, da khong thuong tudng dén toi,
ma cling khong nhé tién bac la tién cua toi,
danh long danh dudi con t6i di, khong cho
ndé mot dong nao, d€ no luu linh cuc khd,
dau 6m, may nh¢ c6 thim Hai hdo tdm
nudi dudéng bao boc cho no, ché khong thi
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n6 da chét roi, ngay nay toi vé, to6i dau con
thdy mat con toi.

Ba Mau cang ndi cang gian, nén dung
day di qua di lai, r6i trgn mat chdu may ma
la16n rang:

— Toi phai ki€ém con V6 Hau nay ma
budc no phai tra dua tién bac lai cho t6i méi
dugc! Hiép, may noi nha n6 & dudng nao,
nha s6 may?

Hiép dap ring:

— O dudng nha thg trong Chg Quan.
Con khong nhé s6 nha, song con nhé cai
nha dd nén duc, vach tudng, dang trudc céd
san rong, hai bén c6 nha xe, nha bép.

Ba Mau noi:
— Tao muén di bay gio.

Hai Tién noi:
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— Em khuyén anh Ba diing c6 nong.
Chi da c6 chong khac rdi, anh c6 gap chi
roi anh noi giong gi? Em biét anh dung chi
hoéi trude anh khong cé lam hon tha, nén
bay git chi bd anh, thi anh khong néi chi
dugc. Con anh muén doi tién bac lai, viéc
dé con kho hon ntia. Anh giao tién cho chi,
anh c6 bang cé gi dau. Bay gio anh doi, chi
noi khong cé thi anh lam sao? Em tudng
ngudi don ba da khong nghi tinh anh nén
lay chong khdc, thi c6 1€ cling ddm lam hai
anh lam. Vay em xin anh bo hét viéc ct di,
diing them nhé téi nta, d€ lap doi khac
lam an thi hay hon.

Ba M4u cudi ma dap rang:

— Bd sao dugc thim Hai. Toi ¢ tu mudi
nam lao khé lam ma. Tai thim la bang quan,
nén thim khong biét gidn, chd chi thim la
nguoi trong cudc nhu tdi, thi thim clng
khong nin dugc.
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Hai Tién cudi. Co Lé chen vd va noi:

— Bac gai 6 bac lam, nén bac Ba gian
cling phai. Ma thoi chuyén dé con do, bac
mdi vé, trong minh con mét mai, vay xin
bac Ba dudng stic it ngay cho khoe roi ba
con minh sé tinh lai coi phai lam sao. Bay
gio phai lo nghi da.

Hai Tién khen con ndi phai, nén biéu
con trai chi€u giang mung trén bd van l6n,
réi moi Ba Mau nam nghi.
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CHUONG X
GAP VO CON

Mét budi sém mai, Ba Tram dua
chong sau lén xe hoi di vé My Tho

rdi cO trd vO nha nam trén cai ghé xich du
ma xem may tam hinh cia ¢c6 mudn tho
chup, c6 méi lay vé€ hoi hom.

Co ban mot bo d6 mat bang lua mong,
mau bong hudng; nudc da co6 da trang, ma
nhd mau 4o gioi thém, lam cho nhan sac
cta c6 pha vé 14 1oi véi vé nghiém nghi, nén
coi dep dé vo cung.
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Co nam luc lac cai ghé ma coi hinh,
bong thay c6 nguoi budc lén thém.

CO ngd ra thi thay c6 mot ngudi don
ong, mac 4o banh t6 xanh, quan vai den,
duong xadm xam di vo ctia; mdi ngd thoang
qua thi c6 biét la cap-rang Mau, nén cd ngoi
day lam mat nghiém ma hoi rang:

— Chu di dau?

Maéu ngo6 ngay Ba Tram va cudi ma hoi
lai rdng:

— Troi dat oi! Minh quén t6i hay sao
nén kéu tdi bang cha?

— To6i nhé ché. Chu la cap-rang Mau
chg ai.

— Néu biét tdi la cdp-rang Miu, sao lai

kéu tdi bang cha?

— Véy ché chi muén t6i kéu chu bang
cai gi?
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— Hoi trudc minh kéu to6i bang gi?

— Hoi trude khic, bay gio khac.

— Al Bay gié minh cé chong khac, nén
minh phai kéu t6i bang cha ha?

— Phai.

— Toéi xin moi chong minh ra déay cho
toi noi chuyén mot chat.

— Chong t6i khong c6 & nha.

— Véy ché di dau?

— Chu khong cé quyén gi ma dugc tra
héi viéc nha cua toi.

Ba Mau nghe mdy 16i ay thi chau may
xu mat coi bo gian 1am. Anh chong tay trén
mot cai ban nho, diing ng6é Ba Tram ma hoi
rang:

— Thiét minh ldy chong khac hay sao
minh?
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Ba Tram gat dau, song mat ngd cho
khac, ché khong ngé Ba Mau.

Ba M4u ding tran tran mot hoi roi lac
dau noi rang:

— Thiét t6i khong dé minh nhan tam
dén thé! Bay gié minh muon cho toi xu tri
cach nao, dau minh ndi cho t6i nghe coi?

— T6i mudn chu duing léo hanh dén nha
toi niia, béi vi bay gio toi c6 chong, ma vo
chong t6i ¢6 hon tha hdn hoi, nén chu dén
noi bay ba, sg e chu phdi mang hoa.

Mau dép tay trén cdi ban mot cdi ram
ma la 16n rang:

— Mang hoa! Mang hoa! Minh phai
biét cdi than khon nan nay ma con s¢ gi
ntia! Nay gio ma t6i khong mdc hong, bé
c6 minh do6, la vi ... la vi t6i thuong minh
qud, nén khong nd dung t6i minh dé ma
thoi chd.
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Ba Tram diing diy noéi rang:

— Ne, t6i no6i cho chu biét, néu chu ao
ao trong nha todi, toi sé kéu linh bat chu lién
bay gi¢ day cho chu coi.

Madu té ngdi trén mot cai ghé, roi chdng
tay lén tran ma khéc.

Ba Tram thdy vay thi cudi ma ndi rang:

— Toi khuyén chua hay vé di.

— Minh dudi téi hay sao?

— Véy ché chu c6 quyén gi ma dugc t6i
nha t6i ng6i ma khoc?

— Cho t6i ngodi ddng t6i khoc moét chut,
cho hoi gidn nd ha xudng, kéo bé cai nguc,
nut cai dau toi bay gio day, biét khong?
HOm nay ngudi ta ndi ma téi khong tin,
bay gio tdi mdi thay ro6 rang minh khong
con mat chut tinh gi véi toi niia hét.
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— Thoi, chu khoc réi thi di vé di.

— Khoan, di dugc dau. Néu minh mudén
cho tdi di, thi phai dem trd mudi chin ngan
chin trdm dong bac cta t6i lai cho t6i, roi
toi mai di.

— Bac gi ma doi? Toi c6 thiéu ng chu
hay sao?

Ba Mau dting day trgn mat hoi rang:

— Minh khong nghi tinh t6i, minh bé
toi ma lay chong khac, ma minh con doat
tién bac ctia téi ntia hay sao?

— Toé1 doat tién bac cua cha hoi nao?

— Toi chan dudng ma cudp giut cua
nguoi ta dem vé giao cho minh gan hai
muodn dong bac daing minh nudi con. Minh
da khong nuoi con t6i, ma minh lai lay
chong khéc, vay thi minh phai tra tién bac
dé lai cho t6i chd.
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— Toi cd biét tién bac gi dau.
— Minh chéi ha?

Ba Miu dua tay chon von muon nam
c6 Ba Tram. Ba Tram kinh hai nén viia la
vua chay. Luc 4y c6 mét c6 nhd, chiing 20,
21 tudi, minh mdic 4o so mi, dau bo toc x0a,
& trong buong budc ra nat rang:

— Thang cha kia, mu6n cdi gi hu?

Maéu ng6 cd ay, roi cudi ngon ngoén ma
héi rang:

— Con Hao phai khong? Nam nay con
toi bay 16n 1an hay sao?

— E! Con chéu gi nd! Di ra, di cho mau.
— Con ciing duoi ba niia hay sao?
— Khong biét cha con gi hét, cha gi vay?

Méu dam nguc than rang:
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— Troi dat oi! Vg bac tinh, con bac
nghia, cdi doi gi ma khon nan nhu vay ne!

Co6 Hao nguyt mot cdi roi bo di lai cua
s6 ma ding.

MAu lc dau, ro6i thung thang di ra ctia,
di nghiéng qua nga lai, b6 nhu ké khong
hon. Ra téi dudng thi dau ndng nhu treo
da, nguc néng nhu lta doét, cip mat d6
hao quang, khong thé di ntia dugc, nén
ngoi trén lé dudng, cu ngd sting trudc mat,
khong gian, khong khoc, ma ciing khong
cua quay.

Luc ay Hi¢p vé6i co Lé & trén dau dudng,
duong xam xam di lai. Hiép viia thay dang
cha ngoi thi chay riét lai roi vin tay trén vai
cha ma néi rang:

— Trudc khi dilam, con c6 dan ba 8 nha
ma nghi, dung c6 di dau hét, sao ba lén di
vO trong nay lam gi?
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Mau ngd con ma cudi hit hat, song
khong noi chi hét.

Co Lé di t6i, c6 kéu ma ndi rang:

— Bac Ba, bac di dau vay? Toéi mac lui
cui duéi bép, lo ché ca phé cho bac udng,
con ma toi thi mac lo ti€p khach, bac lon di
dau mat, lam t6i hét hon hét via, nén chay
xuong Hang kéu anh Hié¢p ddng di kiém
bac day. Bac lam giong gi ma ngoi day?

Madu cu cudi hoai. C6 Lé thay c6 mot
cai xe thé mo chay ngang, c6 ben kéu ngting
lai, r6i hoi thuc Mau 1én xe ma vé. Khi Hiép
dat cha 1én xe, thi Mau noi:

— Tao di lac dudng vi tao tinh sai, nén
mdi ra ¢ su nhu vay do.

Xe vé t6i tiém. Hai Tién chay ra mtuing
va hoi Méu di ddu. Méu cudi ma dap rang:
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— T6i di tham me con con Hao, hai dua
no6 lam gidong gi ma di ki€ém 1on xdn qua.

Hai Tién noi:

— Tham viéng ma lam gi. Anh Ba nam
nha ma nghi c¢ 1é t6t hon nhiéu.

Mau lén lau r6i nam dai trén van, khong
ndi chi niia hét. Hiép d€ cho cha nghi mét
lat, r6i on 1 hoi tham coi cha vé Cho Quan
vay ma co gdp me con Ba Tram hay khong.
Mau khong chiu néi téi chuyén ay, ma lai
cu noi:

— Tao di lac dudng.

Hiép coi bd cha mét, nén khong dam
hoéi nita. Mau ct nam thiém thiép, téi trua
ddy dn com, rdi cling ndm lim dim hoai,
khong 10 sac budn hay gidn chut nao hét.

T6i lai, khi tiém dong ctia r6i, Hai Tién
mdilén lau, thay Mdu duong ngdi hut thuoc



Lgs @iz 245

tai bo ghé salon, Hiép dung x& ré gan do,
con cO Lé thi ngdi dudi bodng den khi ma
théu khan. Thim lai ngo6i ngay trudc mdt
Méu ma ndi rang:

— Em cé mot viéc nha, em mudn td véi
anh Ba, song may btia ray em thay anh Ba
khong dugc vui, nén khong dam ndi.

— Thim c6 viéc gi thi ct noi ra. Nguoi
nhu t6i thi con biét budn hay la con biét vui
gi nifa ma thim ngai.

— Khong phai chuyén gi la. Em mudn
noi chuyén hai dua nho day. Em xin to
thiét v6i anh Ba, em nudi thang Hiép trong
nha may nam nay, em thuong né ciing nhu
con rudt cua em vay. N6 véi con Lé da 16n
tudi r6i, ma em coi y hai dtia n6 thuong
yéu nhau lam. My nam nay em muon ga
con Lé cho thang Hiép dang chung né cé
doi ban ma lam dn. Em cd té y ay v6i thang
Hiép, thi n6 ndi ndé thuong con Lé thiét,
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ngat vi anh mac trong chon lao ti, n6é buon
buc hoai, nén khong danh cuéi vg, né dgi
chting nao anh man tu, anh vé, nd xin phép
anh roi sé tinh viéc hon nhon. Nay anh Ba
ve roi, vdy em xin anh Ba nghi tht coi cé
nén cho hai dua né két nghia vg chong véi

nhau hay khong?

Madu quéng di€u thudc roi day qua hoi
Hiép rang:

— May mudn cuéi vg sao Hiép?

— Thua ba, thim Hai nudi con may nam
nay, 4y la on ndng, ma ltiic con dau, c6 Lé cuc
kho sdn séc con, nén con méi khoi chét, ay
la nghia dai. On nghia ay con khong bao
gié ma quén dugc. Da vdy ma con & chung
mot nha véi c6 hai Lé nam ndm nay, con
yéu nét, con mén tinh c6 lam; con chac néu
con dugc mot ngudi ban tram ndm nhu co,
thi gia dinh cta con hanh phtc nhiéu lam
vay.
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— Hanh phuac! May cting mudn di lac
dudng ntia! Lam thé nao kia, chd c6 phai
cudi vg ma dang hanh phac dau may. Vay
ché may khong thay théan tao day hay sao,
ma may con mudn co vg?

Hiép cui dau, khong biét lay 161 chi ma
dap véi cha. Hai Tién cling ngdi ldng thinh,
song sac mdt budn lam.

CoO Lé budng do théu va budc lai ma
ndi rang:

— Bac Banoi vay thi toi nghiép cho phan
don ba con gai lam. Bac thuong vg thuong
con, ma bi vg con phu bac, lam cho bac uit
tic trong long, nén bac cho gia dinh la cai
ngoi phién nao, ché khong phai 1a cdi nén
hanh phuc. Chéu xin phép bac cho chau cai
lai doi 16i. BDon ba cé ngudi quay, ma clng
cd ngudi phai, ché khong phai hét thay déu
la phudng vong an bdi nghia dau. Xin bac
Ba nghi lai.
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Maéu ngo6 sting co Lé, roi cham rai noéi
rang:

— Thang Hiép 16n rdi, n6 muodn thé nao
td ¥ no, toi ngan can sao dugc. Nhung vi
toi la cha nd, nghe n6 mudn cudi vg, toi
phai nhac chuyén ctia tdi cho né nhd, ché
khong phdi can. Vg con! Vg con! To6i vi vg
con ma phai bi day mud6i nam, ma cé 1€ nay
mai day, t6i con phai chét v6i vg con toi
ntia cho ma coi!

Hai Tién nghe may 16i thi bién sac, nén
14t dat khuyén rang:

— Anh Ba duing c6 ndéi nhu vay, khong
nén. Em xin anh Ba hay quén hét chuyén
cti di, diing thém nhd téi vg con hay la tién
baclam chi. Thang Hiép n6 cudi con Lé roi,
vg chong né lam ma nudi nhau ciing dugc
Vay.

— Khong nhé chuyén cii sao dugc.
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— Anh cho chuyén cii la moét gidc chiém
bao, khong c6 chi la thiét sy, rdi tu nhién
tri anh binh tinh, it ngay anh sé quén dugc.

— Khé lam! Tai thuong nhiéu nén phai
gian nhiéu, tai kh6é qud, nén oan phai l16n!

— Gian lam chi. Ai & qudy thi d€ cho
ong troi phat ho, minh khong nén odn han.

— Khong c6 Ong tr6i; ma dau cé ong
troi di nlia, 6ng & trén cao qua, 6ng co biét
viéc ¢ thé gian dau.

— Em tin chac ¢6 0ng trdi, ma ng cong
binh lam, hé ai lam phai thi 6ng thudng,
cOn ai & qudy thi 8ng phat. Thung thang dé
roi anh coi ma.

Mau khong cdi niia, di lai by vdn ma
nam.
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Trong may ngay sau, Mau khong di dau
hét, ma ctiing khong muon ndi chuyén, an
com rdi thi ci nam gac tay qua tran, ma cdp
mat coi do au. Hai Tién thdy Mau khong
vui, nén khong dam nhac téi chuyén hon
nhan, tinh doi it ngay cho Mau khudy lang
roi sé ban lai.

Cach ba ngay sau, luc gan sang, Hiép
thiic day khong thiy cha nam trong mung
nhu may bia trudc. Hi¢p lay lam la, lat dat
di xudng tliing dudi ma ki€m cha, ki€m
phia sau phia trudc déu khong co, ma lai
thay cua tiém cé mdt canh khong gai chot,
chi khép so ma thoi. Hiép biét cha thuia lac
trong nha ngu hét, 1én moé cua ma di roi,
thi trong long lo sg, nén lat dat tré 1én kéu
Hai Tién ma cho thim hay.

Hai Tién nghe ndi thi that kinh, nén
chat luéi than rang:
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— Cha cha! Thim sg lam chau ci! Biia
hém ngoi noi chuyén, thim coi y anh Ba
oan han tui d6 1dam. Thim sg anh tron ma
di day, khong phai di choi dau. Chau phai
di kiém anh mdéi déng.

Hiép thay do ma di lién, r6i cdch mot
lat c6 Lé ciing di niia.

Hiép vé6i Lé, moi ngudi mot nga, di tron
hai ngay, di lu6n téi ban dém ntia, ma cling
khong gap Mau & dau hét. Qua biia thu ba,
Hiép xuong t6i Bén Thanh, gap tré nhé ban
nhut trinh, méi mua moét s6. Viia ma ra thi
thay truong dau cé bai nhu vay:

Me con bi giét tai Cho Qudn

Hoi hom ndy, tai Cho Qudn, cé xdy ra
mot vy sdt nhon, hai me con déu bi giét mot
cdach rdt ghé gém,

Co Ba Tram & mot cdi nha nén diic, theo
duong Nha tho Chg Qudn, vdi diia con gdi
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cua cb tén la Hao, tudi duong xudn xanh.
Hai me con ngu nha trén, con boi va sép-
pho thi ngu nha bép. Dém hoi hom, gian
nhan cay ctia so, xeo song sat, réi chun vé
nha trén, dam chém chét hai me con, ma téi
td khong ai hay hét. Dén sang, ngudi dau
bép thdy mdt trdi moc da cao roi, ma co
Ba Tram chua thiic ddy, né bén goé ctia kéu
ddang ldy tién di chg. Kéu khong dugc, né di
vong ra phia trudc, thi thdy c6 mot canh ctia
s0 mé hé. N6 budc lai kéo bét ra, thi thdy
cé ddu cay, con song sat thi cong vong, lam
thanh mot 16 16n chun v6 chun ra dugc. N6
kinh hai mdi tri ho 1én va biéu ngudi boi di
bdo Co bot.

Ong Co va linh lai t6i, phd ciia v6 nha,
thi thdy c¢6 Hdo ndm trén viing mdu truéc
ctia budng ciia me, con trong buong dy, thi
¢6 Ba Tram cting nam trén viing mdu niia,
me con bi dim bi chém nhiéu vét, nén chét
da lanh ngat.
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Xét trong nha thi do dac con y nguyén,
khong mdt mon nao, tu khong cay, tham chi
do nii trang cua hai me con deo, gian nhan
ciing khong ldy. Do theo dé ma suy, thi ai
ciing qud quyét hung thu giét me con c6 Ba
Tram la vi odn thii, ché khong phdi mudn
ldy cua.

Vu ndy éng Co da bdo tin cho quan Bién
ly hay ro6i, va Toa mdi mé dudng tra vian. D€
co nghe tin gi thém, rdi s bdo sau sé tuong
thudt.

Hiép doc hét bai nhut trinh r6i thi mo
héi nhd giot, quay qua tré vé Dakao ma
thong tin cho hai me con Hai Tién hay. Vé
tGi tiém, Hiép di thang 1én lau. Hai Tién
vGi c6 Lé thay mat Hiép khéc sac thi lo sg,
nén lat dat tuot theo. Hiép doc nho nhé bai
nhut trinh lai cho me con Hai Tién nghe.
Hai Tién tia nudc mat ma than rang:
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— So hét stic ma khong khoi! Cha chal
Khong biét anh tron khéi hay khong. Thoi,

diing c6 ki€m ntia ma lau sy.

Hiép nghe 16i nén khong dam di kiém
ntia. Ma & nha thi khong yén trong long,
nén cu di ra di vo, nhan mat chdu may hoai.

Sang btia sau, Hiép mua modt sO nhut
trinh ntia, thi thay c6 mdt bai nhu vay:

Vu sdt nhon trong Chg Qudn, ma bon
bdo da thong tin hom qua, nghe ré Toa tra
xét da c6 moi két qud. Theo cudc phéng vin
ctia bon bado, thi trudc dém cé6 Ba Tram bi
giét do, hoi chiéu c6 thay C .... ¢ Saigon, la
cuu tinh nhan ctia c6 Hao, dén nha c6 Ba
Tram ma tham. Thdy C ... trdach c6 Hao bac
tinh, hai ngudi rdy ra vdi nhau, roi thay C...
¢6 16i hdam c¢6 Hao. Bdi c6 doé nén Toa nghi,
mdi bat thdy C.... Tuy thdy C... chéi hodi,
thdy khai trong dém hai me con c6 Ba Tram
bi giét do, thdy 6 tai nha hang khiéu vii vdi
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nhiéu anh em ban, dén bon gio khuya thdy
mdi ve. Tuy Toa héi chiing, thi ciing quad
nhu vdy, ma coi ddu lan tay ctia thdy C... thi
khong giong véi ddu tay ma Toa chup hinh
tai cta sO va trong nha c6 Ba Trdam, song
Toa cting con nghi, nén chua thd thay C...

Hiép véi hai me con Hai Tién doc bai
nay thi b6t lo sg mot chut, song ba ngusi
cling cu ban ban luan ludn & trén lau hoai,
ndm ngdi khong yén.

bén trua, mot c6 thg may lén lau néi
v6i Hai Tién rang c6 mdt ngudi dén tham
va xung la Sdu Thém. Hai Tién biéu cho
lén.

Sau Thém vua thady mat Hai Tién thi
héi rang:

— Con cua anh Ba Mau con & day hay
khong?
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Hai Tién, c6 Lé va Hiép nghe hoéi déu
rén Oc ca minh.
Hai Tién gugng ma hoi rang:
— Em hoi chi vay, em Sau?

— Toi kiém ddng cho né hay, anh Ba
Mau chét roi.

— Troi dat gi! Chét & dau? Chét hoi nao?

— Hoéi khuya nay anh nhao xuong song
bén Ling t6 anh tu van; mdi vt thay anh
ddng hoi nay day. Co bot dang stia soan ché
anh qua nha mg, dang cho quan thay thuoc
khan nghiém, nén t6i lat dat qua cho chi
hay.

Hiép véi co Lé khoc rong 1én nghe rat
tham thiét. Hai Tién than rang:

— Chuyén gi ma phai ty van cho thiét
mang khong biét! Da di lac dudng mét lan



Lgs iz 257

roi, t6i hét stic muon kéo anh v6 dudng
phéi, ma anh con di lac mét lan nia!

Sau Thém budc lai ding gan ma noi
nho rang:

— Anh séng lam sao cho ding chi; séng
roi bi chét chém, hodc bi day chung than
cting vay. Tha la chét phtc cho rai.

Hai Tién ng6 Sau Thém ma hoi rang:

— Té raviéc Chg Quan dd, anh hay sao?

Sau Thém gat dau, song ra dau biéu
diing hoi niia.

Hai Tién lac dau noi rang:

— Hén chi btta hOm anh ndéi: tai tinh sau
nén oan phdi nang, anh phai chétvéivg con,
anh ndi nhu vay thi téi da sanh nghi roi.
Thoi Hiép, chdu phai tinh tri ma lo xin xac
chon cat anh Ba cho am cing. Chau dung
cd budn rau lam chi. Tai cdi mang anh Ba
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phai nhu vay nén hoi trudc tréi khién anh
di lac dudng, roi bay gio anh méi t6i cho
dé. Minh khoc hoai, anh cting khong song
lai dugc, hay hon la minh ngdm miéng dé
lo cho anh. Thang Sau, em ndi ho dem xac
anh vo nha xdc phai khong?

Sau Thém dép rang:

— Phai, hai t6i di day thi ho stia soan
chd xac anh, c6 1é bay gio ho da té&i roi. Nha
mo & gan day, thoi minh stia soan mua hom
ruong cho san, ding hé md réi thi minh
xin phép tin liém dem xdac di chon.

Hai Tién nhtt dién cdy Sdau Thém di
vGi cO Lé dén nha cho muén dé am cong
thuong lugng ma mua hom va mudén nha
vang, con nhtt dién di véi Hiép lai nha mo
ma chd ddng xin lanh xdc.

Chon cat Ba Mau tén hao bao nhiéu,
Hai Tién bao chiu hét. Pam tdng xong roi,
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toi lai Hiép mdi lay ma ta on Hai Tién va to
y mudn 1én nui kiém cho thanh tinh & ma
tu, khong chiu ldn quén & trong vong tran
gian, la cdi 16 phién nao.

Co Lé vlia nghe Hiép ndi muon di tu
thi c6 khong e 1¢ chi hét, tuy céd me ngoi do,
song cO budc lai hoi Hiép rang:

— Tai sao anh doi di tu?

— Doi gay go cay dang nhu vay, c6 vui
suéng gi dau ma khong xa lanh cho roi!

— Thé gian ty nhién nhu vay dé, cé la
gi. Ma sy cay dang anh md&i ng6 thay ma
thoi, chd anh chua ném, c6 chi dau la diéu
chdn ngan nén di tu?

— Ng6 thay da ngdn roi, can gi phai
ném. Minh thdy cdi duong khd, minh lo
tranh trudc, cé 1€ hay hon.
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— Em sg¢ anh tinh lam. Thé gian 1a kho
hai; loai ngudi 6 trong ay tu nhién chju kho,
tranh dau cho khoi dugc. Anh thay bac Ba
di lac dudng, anh muoén tranh dudng dé
ma budc qua dudng khac. Anh nghima coi,
dudng nao ciing 6 trong thé gian, c6 dudng
nao ma khong khé. Khé hay 1a khong khé
déu tai noi tdm ctia minh ma théi. Néu
minh ct lam phai hoai, dau minh phai chiu
kho di niia, tri minh ciing an, long minh
ciing khde.

Hiép ngodi suy nghi mot hoi lau roi than
rang:

— Cdi doi cua t6i tif nhé khong cé me,
roi tu nay lai khong cé cha nita. Con ai
thuong t6i, con ai cho t6i thuong nita ma
toi con phai liéu than chiu kho, ding 6 chon
thé gian nay?

Hai Tién noi:
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— Con qua day; qua lam me chau, qua
thuong chdu ciing nhu me chau vay.

Co Lé cling noi: “Lai con em day niia;
em cling thuong anh, ma em lai trong anh,
ché khong phai nhu con Hao vay dau.

Hiép ngd Hai Tién r6i ngo co6 L&, rung
rung nudc mat ma dap rang:

— Cam on.
CHUNG
Vinh Hoi, Septembre 1937

(nha xudt ban Phuong Nam, 1953)









