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“Van dé thirba hoi phic tap. Trugce thdi diém vy
an két thic, t6i chi hién dién duéi dang mot cai nhin
triru tugng. Hay hinh dung mot d6i mét triru tugng,
khoac 16p vo 1a thé x4c mang tén ‘t6i’ va hanh dong.
Truéc mot doi tugng nhu thé, that vo ich néu mong
dgi nhitng ¥ thic nhu trach nhiém xa héi hay phéan
ung mang tinh nguoi.”

- Bye bye, Angel, Kasai Kiyoshi
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HOWTOUSE IT

Vu giét nguoi thit ba cua Beyond Birthday, thuc
chdt la mét cudc thi nghiém. Hdn muén kiém chirng
xem khi néi tang khong bi thuong tén, qua trinh chdy
mdu trong cé thé dan dén cai chét cho nan nhdan hay
khong. Cu thé, hdn diing thubc khién nan nhan bdt tinh,
ddy nan nhan vao tinh trang khéng thé cu dong, sau dé
ddp nat hoan toan canh tay trai cua ngu'oi nay, nhung
cdn thdn khéng lam rach da. N6i cach khac, hdn lén ké
hoach gay ra mét ca tir vong vi xudt huyét cap do chay
mau trong & canh tay trai. Nhung dang tiéc, thi nghiém
da thdt bai. Canh tay trdi bi tu mau, bdm tim toan bj,
nhurng nan nhan vén séng. Dt co gidt ldy bdy, nhung
khéng gdp nguy hiém téi tinh mang.

Beyond Birthday wéc dodn ngudi ta sé chét néu
mdt di mét lirgng mdu ngang bdng lirgng chira trong
mét canh tay, nhung xem ra nhdn dinh @y qua lac quan.
Tuy nhién véi hdn, phuong thite giét ngu'di chi la tro
choi khong mdy quan trong, mét tro tiéu khién, mét
thi nghiém don thudn, nén thanh cong hay that bai déu
chdng dang ban tam. Beyond Birthday khé nhiin vai,
réi rut dao ra...



Khong.

Khong, khong, khong.

Thoi cai cach ké nay, théi cai giong diéu nay
ngay. Néu ct dung 16i tran thuat trinh trong nhuw
thé, chac chan t6i khong viét ndi t§i dong cudi cung.
Du ¢6 gang dén mdy, roi s€ co luc toi phat chan va bo
cudc. Nhai giong ke khoac lac ndi tiéng nhat lich sir,
Holden Caulfield’, thi theo duéi hanh d9ng va suy
nghi cua Beyond Birthday khéng phai la muyc dich
cua t6i & day (cit cho la to6i dong cam v4i han trén
mirc “chut it” di nita). Va lai, du dung vin phong
tuyét diéu dén dau @€ thuat lai vy giét nguci hang
loat do hédn gay ra, t6i cling khong thé khién ghi chép
nay c6 gia tri nhu ho so. Pay khong phai bao cio hay
ti€éu thuyét, ma né co6 thyc sy bién thanh mét trong
hai thir d6 di nita thi t6i cling chang 1ay lam mung.
Ba&i khi nhitng dong nay ra méat cong chiing, e rang
t6i khong con song trén dai nita, tuy toi rat ay nay vi
stt dung 16i dién dat sdo mon.

C6 1€ khong can nhéc lai v6i nhitng nguoi dang
doc ghi chép nay vé két qua cudc d6i dau giira L

1. Nhan vat chinh trong tiéu thuyét Bdt tré déng xanh cia
J. D. Salinger.



tham tir noi tiéng thé ki va ké sat nhan quai dj Kira.
Suy dén cung, Kira chi mudn lap nén nén thong tri
khiung bd, nhd ¢6 duge mot cong cu gi€t ngudi lgi
hai hon méy chém. Tu tuéng ctia ké sat nhéan ay au
tri t61 mic ng6d ngin. Vi than chién thing ding vé
phia héan c6 1€ ciing 1a mot sinh vat du tri. Ciing c6
th€ than linh mu6n tao ra m¢t xa h6i dd man, ngap
tran phan bgi va oan rc. Chura biét chimg @6 1a bai
hoc canh tinh @€ con ngudi suy ngam veé sy khéc biét
gitta than thanh va tit than theo huéng tiéu cuyc...
Dau sao t6i cting khong dinh suy ngam vé diéu do.

T6i khong quan tam dén Kira.

bai vbi toi, ngudi quan trong chi co L.

L.

L, tham tir ndi tiéng thé ki, da phai d6n nhan
cai chét phi Iy qua s6m so v§&i tai ndng xuat chiing
cia minh. Chi tinh nguyén ho so chinh thitc con
dugc luu gitt, anh da giai quyét hon 3500 vu 4n kho
khén, téng vao tu lugng téi pham vugt qua ba Ian
con sO d6. Tuy hoat dong don 1é, nhung L nam giir
quyén lyc 16n lao t6i mitc c6 thé tiuy y diéu dong cac
co quan diéu tra trén th€ gioi, dugc danh ting mei
danh hiéu nggi ca trén doi, nhung lai khong bao gic
xuat hién trudc cong ching. T6i mudn truyén dat,



mudn luu lai 161 néi cua con ngudi vi dai iy theo
cach chinh xac nhat. Pay 1a nhiém vy ctaa ké timg
duge coi la nguai ké tyuc L. Du khong thé ké tuc anh,
t6i van mong gidp giai thoai vé anh dugc luu truyén.

Vi vay, day la giai thoai vé L, d6ng thoi la di thu
cua t6i. La thutuyét ménh khong thude vé t6i, khong
huéng t6i thé gidi. Khach quan ma néi, ké c¢6 kha
nang phat hién ghi chép nay s6m nhit chinh la tén
Near noéi gioi hon lam. Trong trudng hgp do, t6i sé
khong bao cau ta xé bo hay thiéu huy n6 ngay. Ciing
hay, néu cau ta nghiém ra ring t6i biét d&n mét “L”
ma cau ta khong biét. Nhung hay nhit 1a ghi chép
nay roi vao tay tén sat nhan Kira. Mong rang n6 sé
khién cai ké vénh véo, cai ké tir dau chi cubi chi biét
dya dam vao nidng lyc siéu nhién cua cudn so giét
nguoi va tén tlr than ngu ngéce dy, nhan ra ban than
von khong bang bui dat dui chan L. Nhu thé 1a toi
man nguyén roi.

T6i ndm trong s0 it ngudi timg tiép xic tryc tiép
v6i L khi anh & tu cach L. T6i khong dinh tiét 16 thai
diém va hoan canh gip mat & day, baoi @6 1a ki c
quan trong duy nhéit cua t6i. Nhung khi 2y, t6i da
dugc nghe L k€ lai ba sy kién 16n trong ddi. Vu viée
xoay quanh Beyond Birthday la mot trong s6 d6.

T6i s€ khong vong vo ma vao chuyén luén. Han



nhiéu ngudi ting nghe n6i dén “LABB lién hoan
an”. Vu viéc c6 lién quan mat thiét v4i L, ding hon
la v6i Wammy’s House, ndi nu6i dudng toi t6i ndm
15 tudi, du sy thit dy chua ting dugce cong bs. bo
chinh 14 1y do khién L tich cyc tham gia vao vu 4n
c6 ba hay bon mang ngudi nay du mudn, bat chiap
nguyén tac chi ti€p nhan cac vy c6 tir mudi nan nhan
tra 1én hodc thiét hai hon mot triéu @6 la. Cling bai
thé, vu 4n ma t6i thuit lai du6i @iy, LABB lién hoan
an, c6 y nghia nhu mot budc ngodt, mot sy kién cod
tinh ki niém véi L, vbi t6i, tham chi v4i ca Kira.

Tai sao u?

Bgi @6 chinh vy an dau tién ma L dung danh
xung Ryuzaki.

TruGc tién phai khang dinh, t6i khong hé quan
tam Beyond Birthday nghi gi va tién hanh qua trinh
sat hai thé nao trong vu thir ba, nén ta hay bo qua
toan b phan miéu ta nham chén dy. T4t nhién, t6i
cling khong dinh 1at lai chi tiét vu thit nhit va thi
hai. Hay quay ngugc kim déng ho vé budi sing sau
vu an mang th@ ba, noi cach khac la khoanh khac
huy hoang khi tham tir L néi tiéng th€ gidi bat tay
vao diéu tra...

A, dang réi, suyt quén. Ngoai tén Near néi gioi



hon lam va tén sat nhan vénh vao Kira, can nhac
dén kha ndng con ngudi thit ba doc dugce ghi chép
nay (du chi trén ly thuyét), t6i vin nén xung tén &
cudi phén gidi thiéu véi vai tro tuong thuit, hoa tiéu
kiém ngudi ké chuyén, tuy v6i nhitng ngudi khong
phai hai ké néu trén, viéc toi la ai c6 1€ cling chang
quan trong.

T6i 1a Mihael Keehl, ké lam nén trong thé gi6i
cii, dién hinh tién ti€n cho cai chét vo ich. T6i timg ty
xung va dugc goi bang cai tén Mello, nhung chuyén
da qua lau réi.

b6 1a hoi te dep, va ciling 1a ac mong.

015



956

9003

. £L8R0 8.6

il

My



page.1 Lien'ao

Hién gio vu an dugc dat cho cai tén rat kéu la
“LABB lién hoan an”, nhung trong qua trinh phat
sinh va dién tién, n6 chi dugc truyén thong dén dap
dua tin bing nhitmg cai tén cyc ki 16i thdi nhu “An
mang bu nhin rom” hay “Vu giét ngudi hang loat
trong phong kin ¢ LA”, ch& khéng dugce goi theo
cach dn tugng nhu vay. C6 1€ diéu nay ciing it nhiéu
gay that vong cho hung thu Beyond Birthday, nhung
toi lai thay nhitng cach goi ay thé hién kha day da
tinh hinh thuyec té.

Du sao thi, sau hom Beyond Birthday tién hanh
vu giét ngudi thit ba, lac 8 gid 15 phit sdng ngay
14/8/2002 gi¢ dia phuong, dic vy FBI Misora
Naomi mo mang tinh gidc trén giwdng phong ngu
cdn hd doc than cua co, trong trang phuc quan da
sdm mau phai 4o khoéac cling bing da, nhung nhu
thé khong c6 nghia la ¢6 thudng st dung by do nay
lam @6 ngu. Pém qua, sau khi chay mo t6 khip
thanh pho sudt may tiéng dong ho dé giai toa cang



thang, c6 da vé nha, khong thém tim rira, cit thé lin
ra giudng va ngu say nhu chét. Chuyén chi c6 vay.

Gi6ng truong hgp tén goi cua vu an, hién nay
danh tiéng Misora Naomi ciing ndi nhu con nh¢o pha
giai vu LABB, nhung ki thyc, & thoi di€ém vy 4n xay
ra, c0 dang bi dinh chi tu cach dac vy FBI. Ho6 so
ghi la nghi phép, sy that thi c6 khong con kha ning
chong chiu 4p lyc, bat ké r6 rang hay ngdm ngam, tir
cap trén va @dong nghiép.

Xin nghi, dinh chi, nghi he... C6 1€ khong cian
dao sau ly do ¢6 bi dinh chi. Nhung c6 may diéu
chéc chan, day la Hgp chung qudc Hoa Ky, Misora
la ngudi Nhat, phu nit, xuit sic, lai lam viéc cho to
chitc nhu FBL... Biét chimg d6 1a du.

Tat nhién, cling c6 nhitng dong nghiép tir t€ voi
0, nho ho ¢6 méi try duge trong t6 chire t&i tan bay
gio. Nhung vao thang trudc, ngay truge khi vy LABB
xay ra, Misora da mac sai [am t6i t€ t§i mitc chinh ¢6
cling khong tin ndi, réi sa st t6i bude duong hién
tai. Day khong phai van @€ ma chi cin chay xe quanh
thanh pho la cai thién dugce tam trang.

Bdy gig, Misora da nghiém tdc can nhéc chuyén
roi khoi FBI, tir bo tit ca va tré vé Nhat Ban. Tat
nhién, nhitg ldng nhéang trong t6 chitc ciing 1a mot



phan nguyén nhin, nhung ganh ning chu yéu van
xudt phat tir sai Jam t6i t€ ma c6 mac phai va dang
ché ngy gan hét tam tri c6. Du khong tudng, nhung
ké ca khong c6 ap lyc tir nhitng ngudi xung quanh,
¢ lé Misora van chu dong xin nghi.

Tham chi bo viéc.

Kho chiu vi ngudi nhép nhap mo héi, Misora ué
oai ngbi day, dinh xudng giuong di tam thi bat chot
phat hién, hinh nhu chi€c may tinh xach tay dit trén
ban da khéi dong. Nhung ¢6 khong nhé minh c6 mé
may, dau sao c6 cling chi vira thirc gide. Chang 1€ c6
da bat nguon lac vé dén nha dém qua? Va ngu thiép
di trong khi may tinh dang chay...? C6 khong nhé gi
vé chuyén do, nhung may tinh dang & ché€ d¢ bao vé
man hinh, nén chéc la thé r6i? Tuy rang néu con du
kha ndng bat may tinh, hdn c¢6 da co6 thdi gian thay
quén 4o.

Misora cdi 4o khoac va quan dai, giai phong co
thé r6i budc xudng giudng, lai gan ban, cham nhe
vao chudt. Trinh bao vé man hinh bién mat. Misora
cti sat may tinh hon. Hom thu chinh d3a khéi chay,
sang nhdp nhdy, bao hi€u c6 thu méi. Cit coi nhuw
ngu quén khi may tinh dang bat, chi lam sao ma
thi€p di dugc khi dang ki€m tra email...?



Misora vira nghi vira ki€ém tra thu dén. Chi c6
mot thu méi. Ngudi gui 1a Raye Penber, ngudi yéu
hién tai cua Misora, ciing 1a dac vu FBI, dai dién cho
s0 “dong nghiép tir t&” hi€m hoi cua cb (tuy rang hé
gép chuyén la Raye lai lai nhai ki€u “Nguy hi€ém lam,
em ddi viéc di”). Thai gian nghi phép sip két thic
nén chac la tin nhin cong vi¢c thoéi... Misora vira
nghi vira nhip chudt vao dong “Tiéu dé: Khong co
tiéu de”...

Chao c6 Misora Naomi,

Téi xin 16i vi lién hé duong dot.

T6i mudn mdi c6 hgp tac giai quyét mot vu
an. Néu c6 dong y, vui long truy cap block thirba,
section 3 cua server Funny Dish, vao 9 gid sang
ngay 14/8. budng dan chi mé trong ndm phit
(xin hay ty vugt tudng lira).

L

P/S. D€ lién lac v6i c6, toi d@ mugn dia chi
email cua ban cd, vi day la cach dé dang va an
toan nhat. R4t mong c¢d tha thir. Ngoai ra, du c6
chip nhan hgp tac hay khong, ¢6 ciing nén pha
huy chi€c may tinh ding d€ doc mail nay trong
vong hai tu gid.



€« »

Xem xong thur, Misora doc lai tir dau mot lugt,
cudi cung can than ki€m tra chit ki.

L.

D6 1a cai tén ma c¢6, v4i vai tro nhan vién co
quan diéu tra (du dang nghi phép), khong thé khong
bi€t. Khong, phai noéi la khéng dugce phép khong biét
m¢&i ding. C6 thoang nghi liéu day c6 phai tro dua
cua Raye Penber hay ai khac khéng, nhung chit ki
nay khong thé 1a gia. Misora da nghe n6i dén két cuc
cta nhitng tham tir 1¢i dung viéc L khong xuit hién
trudc cong ching @€ ty ¥ mao danh anh ta, vi vy
c6 dam khang dinh, hién nay trén thé gi6i khong ai
dam mao danh L @€ dua gion.

Néu vay thi...

“Phién phitc that.”

Misora bat ra tiéng cau nhau nghe nhu viing
vang. Nhung trudc hét, c6 van di tdm nhu dy dinh
d€ got sach sy mét moi ciia ngay hom qua, sdy kho
hén mai toc den dai, sau d6 thudng thiae tach ca phé
noéong hoi.

bung, ¢6 vd nhu dang can nhac, nhung that ra
khong c6 nhiéu lya chon. bing néi hang tép riu nhu
cd, ma dac vu FBI hang nao cting khong dam tir chéi



dé nghi hgp tic cua L. Tuy nhién Misora khong may
phan khai khi nghi t6i vi “tham tir noi tiéng” dy, nén
c6 van ra chiéu do dy, du chi @€ thuyét phuc ban
than. Vi tinh cach cua Misora Naomi, ta c6 thé dé
dang doan dugc ly do. Con nita, han la may tinh cua
c6 ty khéi @ong do bi L hack... Nhung d6i mit véi
thyc t€ phai pha huy mét cach v6 1y chiéc may tinh
xach tay doi méi vira mua thang trugce, co cting hoi
sdu nio.

“On thoi, ching sao ca... Um, c6 sao, nhung ma...”

Thyec sy khong con lya chon nao khac.

Sau 8 gi¢ 55 phut, Misora ngoi truéce chi€c may
tinh ca nhéan c¢6 tudi tho bi chi dinh con khoang hai
muoi ba tiéng, lam theo huéng dan cua L. Hack
khong phai chuyén mén cua Misora, nhung c¢6 van
c6 ki ndng ¢ mirc du dung doi véi mot dic vu.

bung lic Misora tuéng minh da truy cap thanh
cong, man hinh may tinh béng trang x6a. C6 dang
canh giac truge tinh huéng bat ngd thi thiy chit cai
L cich diéu cau ki xuit hién giita man hinh, bén thé
phao nhe nhom.

“C6 Misora Naomi.”

Sau gidy lat, tiéng ndi phat ra tir loa may tinh.
RO rang la giong no6i nhan tao. Nhung d6 ciing la



giong no6i dugce cac co quan diéu tra trén khip thé
giGi biét d@&én nhu “gigng noi cua L”. Misora timg
nghe qua vai lan, tuy vay day van la Ian dau tién co
nghe giong 4y goi thing tén minh. Cam giac kha ki
la, nhu thé tén ¢6 dang dugce gidi thiéu trén chuong
trinh truyén hinh vay. Néi 1a “nhu thé”, ch that ra
Misora chua nghe tén minh trén ti vi bao gi¢, do chi
la tudng tugng ctaa co thoi.

“Téila L.”

“Xin chao...” Pang néi d&, Misora nhan ra chao
haéi 1a v6 nghia. May tinh c4 nhan cta c6 khong phai
loai cai san microphone, c6 nghe dugc am thanh &
dau kia, nhung tiéng c6 khong thé truyén t4i ché L.

“T61 1a Misora Naomi. That vinh dy khi duge noi
chuyén véi anh thé nay, L.” C6 g6 phim. Néu qua
trinh truy cap suon sé, nhiing gi c6 viét sé€ dugc gui
t6i d6i phuong.

“Co Misora Naomi, c6 biét vy giét ngudi hang
loat dang xay ra ¢ Los Angeles cha?”

Khong hé t6 ddu hiéu d6n nhén 16i chao cua
Misora, L nhanh chéng vao dé. C6 1€ 1a tai qua trinh
lién lac nay phai két thiic vao 9 gi¢ 5 phit, nhung
giong diéu va thai ¢ d6 van khié€n c6 byc minh. Anh
ta cuxir nhu thé hién nhién c6 sé hgp tac. Thyc t€ thi



ding, nhung ciing nén can nhac long ty trong cua
nguoi ta chit. Misora cdu kinh gé manh ban phim.

“T6i khong quyén ning dén mic nidm duge
thong tin vé moi vu giét ngudi xay ra & Los Angeles.”

“Vay sao? Nhung t6i thi ndm dugc.” Sy ch€ giéu
cua cd dugc dap lai baing mot cau day ty man. L ti€p
tuc. “P6 1a vy giét ngudi hang loat ma tinh t6i hom
qua da c6 ba nan nhan. C6 1€ sau nay s6 nan nhan sé
con ting nita. Pai HNN dua tin vé né véi cai tén ‘An

’r”»

mang bu nhin rom’.

“An mang bu nhin rom...”

Misora khong bi€t vu nay, bai khi nghi da chu
y tranh céc tin tic trj an. Co s6ng ¢ Nhat dén tin
khi t6t nghi€p cdp ba, b nhin rom khéng phai cym
tir qua xa la, nhung nghe qua ti€ng Anh van hoi ki
quai...

“T6i mudn giai quyét vu an.” L n6i. “Toi phai bat
gitt hung thu. b€ lam dugc diéu d6 thi khong thé
thi€u sy hgp tac caa ¢, c6 Misora Naomi.”

“Tai sao lai la t6i?” Misora Naomi g6 mot cau
ngan gon, nham dé déi phuong tiuy y chon nghia
hiéu, gitra “Tai sao khong thé thiéu t6i” va “Tai sao
t6i phai hop tic v6i anh”.

Xem ra L hi€u ngay theo nghia ddu tién. Anh



ta hoan toan khong nhin ra ngy y chdm biém cua
ngudi khac.

“Tat nhién 14 vi, c6 Misora Naomi la mot dic vu
xuat sac.”

“Hién toi dang nghi phép...”

“T6i biét. Cang tién.”

L néi c6 ba nan nhan. Nghe giong anh ta, Misora
doan vy viéc chua @én mitc khién FBI phai can thiép,
di nhién la con tuy thudc vao nan nhan. Co6 1€ d6 1a ly
do khién L lién lac tryc ti€p vGi c6 ma khong thong
qua giam d6c FBI, nhung viéc nay van quéa dot ngdot.
Co6 hau nhu khong c6 thai gian suy nghi. Néu can
nhac Ki thi phai tinh dén nghi van tai sao Llai diéu tra
mot An mang du6i tim FBI... Nhung day cting khong
phai vin dé ma L san long tra 16i qua may tinh.

Misora nhin dong h6. Chua day mét phut nira la
toi 9 gio 5 phut.

“T6i hiéu ro6i. Toi sé lam hét kha nang d€ ho trg
anh.” Cudi cung, Misora go cau tra 15i.

L lién dap, “Cam on c6. Toi bi€t nhat dinh c6 sé
dong y.”

Gigng diéu cua anh ta khong toat ra chat thanh
¥ nao.



Ciing kho trach, bai d6 1a giong néi nhan tao.

“Gio toi xin huéng dan c¢6 cach thirc lién lac véi
to6i sau nay. Do khong c6 thai gian, t0i sé giai thich
ngan gon. C6 Misora Naomi, dau tién la...”

Trudc tién, ta can bi€t thong tin khai quat vé
LABB lién hoan an. Vao ngay 31/7/2002, mgt ngudi
dan ong ddc than bi sat hai trong phong ngu tai mot
ngoi nha riéng! trén pho Insist, Hollywood. Tén anh
ta 1a Believe Bridesmaid, nghé nghiép la nguoi viét
bai ty do. Anh ta dung nhiéu bt danh khic nhau
dé viét bai cho cac tap chi ¢ khiap noi, 13 tay viét
kh4 noi tiéng trong giGi... Chac nhitng théng tin nay
chéng noi 1én diéu gi. Thyc t€ t6i cling c6 cam giac
d6. Nguyén nhan tir vong 1a bi siét co. Sau khi bat
tinh vi thudc, nan nhan bj siét c¢6 bang day tir phia
sau. Khong thay ddu vét chong cy. Co thé noéi vy giét
ngudi dugc tién hanh kha khéo 1éo.

An mang tht hai xay ra bén ngay sau 4o,
4/8/2002. Nan nhan [An nay la nit, tén Quarter
Queen, bi danh dén chét trong mot cin ho trén Pai 1§

1. O day chi mét ngdi nha biét 1ap, xay tron ven trong thira
d4t riéng, khéng ap tudng vdi nha bén canh.



3, Downtown*. Binh dau bj dap v tir phia truéc bang
hung khi dang gay khi cimg, va c6 ve ciing bat tinh
vi bi ddnh thudc tir trugc. Tai sao lai cho ring day la
“lan gay an thir hai” cia “ciing mot hung thu” thay vi
vu giét ngudi riéng ré? Vi ¢ cac hién truéng c6 mot
diém chung ro rang t6i mic ai nhin vao ciing nhan
ra. b6 1a nhitng con bt nhin rom gam trén tudng.

Bon con & pho Insist. Ba con ¢ Pai 19 3.

béu gam trén tuong hién truong.

Vao thai diém xay ra vu giét ngusi dau tién, chi
tiét vé bu nhin rom da dugce dai bao dua tin, nén néu
can nhéc can than, khong loai trir kha ning hung
tha béat chudc thu doan gay 4n. Nhung cac chi tiét
khéc ciing trung khép, nén canh sat quyét dinh diéu
tra theo huéng coi day la vu giét ngudi hang loat.

Tuy nhién, viéc diéu tra lai vAp phai nghi van
16n. Gilta Believe Bridesmaid va Quarter Queen
khong c6 bat ¢t moi lién hé nao. Dién thoai di djng
ctia nguoi nay khong luu sd cua ngudi kia. Hop dung
danh thi€p cua ngudi nay khong chita danh thiép

1. Downtown Los Angeles. Khu trung tdm thanh phé Los
Angeles, noi tip trung cic bao tang nghé thuit, trung bay, nha
hang va quén bar thdi thugng cling cic di€ém dén néi tiéng nhu
Chinatown, Little Tokyo...



ctia ngudi kia. Von di Quarter Queen con chang co
dién thoai di dong va hop dung danh thiép, boi cod
bé méi 13 tudi. Rot cude tay viét ty do ki cyu 44 tudi
c6 quan hé nhu thé nao v6i ¢d bé? Néu thyc sy ton
tai mOt mai quan hé, thi han phai la v6i me 0 bé, ba
nay thi dang di du lich khi 4n mang xay ra...

That kh6 tim ra mdéi lién hé hitu ich giita hai
ngudi song ¢ dia diém cich xa nhau, trong moi
truong hoan toan khac biét. No6i theo phong cach
ti€u thuyét trinh tham co6 dién, d6 1a “miét xich con
thiéu”. Khong tim thdy sy lién quan giita cac nan

nhan.

buong nhién, cudc diéu tra xody vao mit xich
nay. Cung thoi di€ém, truyén thong da bat dau dung
cai tén “An mang bil nhin rom” khi dua tin vé v 4n.
biéu tra chua dugce bao lau thi vu thir ba xay ra, vao
13/8/2002, tic chin ngay sau.

Trén tudng hién truong 1a hai con bi nhin rom.

Sau méi vy, s6 bt nhin lai giam mot.

Hién truong an mang la cin nha phé' & khu dan

1. O @4y chi loai nha lién k€, tudng xiy ap vio tudng nha
bén canh.



cu canh ga metrorail* Glass, West Side?. Nan nhan
la Backyard Bottomslash, 28 tudi, s6 tudi nhu duge
dinh vi & khoang giira cia nan nhan thi nhit va nan
nhan thi hai. Gigi tinh nit, nghé nghiép nhan vién
ngan hang. Tuong ty, nan nhan cling khong c6 bat ki
moi quan hé nao voi Believe Bridesmaid va Quarter
Queen. Diéu nay lam nay sinh nghi van c6 phai ho
timg lut qua nhau ¢ dau dé. Nguyén nhan ti vong
la mat mau. Xuat huyét cap.

Siét c6, danh dap, ddm chém... Sau méi Ian giy
an, hung thu lai thay d6i tha doan sat hai. Hién
tugng nay gay ra cam giac khong ty nhién, nhu thé
hung thu dang thw nghiém céi gi. Tuy nhién han van
duy tri dic trung khi hanh déng, d6 1a khong @€ lai
manh méi thyc sy. Du ¢0 gang diéu tra, canh sat van
khong tim thay ddu vét lién quan t6i ké thu 4c. Day
la diéu hét stc “ki quai” d6i v6i mot 4n mang cd nay.
No6i chung, khi vu giét ngudi thi ba xay ra, qua trinh
diéu tra cua canh sat gan nhu da di vao ngé cut.
Ning lyc caa hung tha r6 rang vugt xa canh sat. T6i
khong hé c6 § khen nggi Beyond Birthday, nhung &
day hay cho han chut thé dién.

1. Ga phyc vy nhiéu loai tau: ray ning, ray nhe.
2. Tay Los Angeles.



Phai ro6i, ngoai bu nhin rom, giita ba 4n mang
con mot diém chung ro rét nita. Hién truong caa
ca ba déu la phong kin. Né6i theo phong cach trinh
tham c6 dién la “cin phong khoa trai”. C6 ve doi
diéu tra khong coi trong dac di€m nay lam... Nhung
khi Misora Naomi nhan tai liéu L gui, “phong kin” 1a
tir khoa khién ¢6 cha y nhat.

Misora bit tay diéu tra vu an theo chi dao cua
L tir ngay 15/8, sau hom nhéan dugce yéu cau, khong
phai véi tu cach ddc vu FBI ma véi tur cach ca nhan.
Vi dang nghi phép nén co6 bi tich thu ca phu hiéu lan
cong tay. Vay la Misora dan than vao viéc diéu tra
ma trang bi va quyén han khong hon gi mot cong
dan binh thudng.

Tuy nhién, c6 khong ban tam lam. Misora von
khong phai ki€u ddc vu y lai vao quyén han hay than
phan. C6 1€ c6 chi ti€c khi phai x6ng pha pha an giita
lic bat man it nhiéu, trong trang thai tinh than co
phin néng nay. O khia canh nay, cam nhén cua c6
cling tuong ty L. Nghia la khong gioi lam viéc theo
nhom, va phat huy nang lyc tot hon khi hanh dong
ddc lap, thoat khai sy rang budc cua to chirc. Vi lé
d6, cam tudng cua Misora vé L cang thém phiic tap.



Du sao thi qua trua 15/8, Misora Naomi da co
mit tai hién truong 4n mang dau tién, trén pho
Insist, Hollywood. bing truéc ngbi nha bé thé qué
¢G d6i v6i dan 6ng so6ng ddc than, Misora l1dy di dong
ra khoi tai xdch va bAm s dién thoai duge chi dinh
trudc. Nghe bao dudng day trai qua nam Ian xdo
trén tin hiéu va tuyét d6i an toan. bay khong chi la
bién phap nhim dam bao an toan cho L, ma con cho
chinh Misora khi dang nghi phép.

“L, toi da t6i hién truong.”

“Vat va cho c6 réi.” Gipng nhan tao dap, nhu thé
da dgi san.

Misora bit giac nghi thim, r6t cude L tién hanh
diéu tra trong moi truéng va hoan canh thé nao nhi?

Nhung thé€ nao thi ciing lién quan gi t6i c6 dau.
Misora gat bo suy nghi khong can thiét dy di, va yéu
cau chi dan.

“Tiép theo t6i nén lam gi?”

“Co Misora Naomi, hién gic c6 da vao trong hién
truong, hay van & ngoai?”

“O ngoai. Toi dang & Ié dudng ddi dién ngdi nha,
nhung chua vao.”

“C6 vao di. Ctra khong khoa dau. Téi sap x€p roi.”



“..Cam on anh.”

Chu dao qua nhi.

Misora gang sttc kiém ché& ¥ mu6n cham biém.
Thong thudng c6 luén ton trong nhitng ngudi cod
tinh chu toan, nhung chuin bi ki t6i mitc nay thi
kh6 ma chéan thanh tan déng cho néi.

Misora mé cong réi budc thang vao nha. Nan
nhan bi giét trong phong ngu. La dac vu FBI, Misora
da tham gia giai quyét rat nhiéu vu an, du nhiéu dé
chi cdn nhin bén ngoai 1a dodn dugc dai khai két
cdu bén trong cua cin nha. V6i kiéu xay dyng nay,
phong ngu thudng ¢ tAing mot... Misora vita nghi vira
di theo huéng d6. An mang xay ra cach day tron nira
thang, nhung c6 thé do nhan vién quan 1y thudng
xuyén ra vao, nén hanh lang khéng phu qué nhiéu
bui bam.

“Ma nay, L...”

“Sao vay, c6 Misora?”

“Theo tai liéu t6i nhin duge hom qua... Tat
nhién cling binh thudng théi, nhung canh sat dia
phuong da hoan tat viéc kham nghiém hién truéng.”

“Phai.”

“Anh da xoay dugc két qua kham nghiém chura?”



“Ro6i.”

bing c6 “Roi”.

“Theé thi, t6i dén hién trudng lic nay chiang phai
hoan toan vo ich hay sao?”

“Khong.” L n6i. “T6i mong ¢6 tim ra thit ma canh
sat khong tim thdy trong qua trinh kham nghiém
hién truéng.”

“A... Tdi rd roi.”

RO cai gi, van mu md nhu cii. Chang giai thich
dugc gi hét.

“Bén canh @6, c6 cau ‘diéu tra hién truong tram
Ian cling chang thiwra’, nén chi it, viéc ¢c6 dén hién
trudng khong phai 1a vé ich. An mang xay ra cach day
it 1au ro6i, chura bi€t chirng thai gian sé hé 16 tinh tiét
ma&i. C6 Misora Naomi, @61 méit véi vu 4n nay, diéu
dau tién ta phai nghi t&i 1a mai lién hé giita cic nan
nhéan. R6t cudc Believe Bridesmaid, Quarter Queen
va ngudi bi giét hom kia, Backyard Bottomslash c6
lién quan ra sao? Hay ho khong hé dinh dang dén
nhau va day la vy gi€t ngudi riéng ré don thuan? Gia
str day 1a vy gi€t ngudi riéng ré thi hung thu lya chon
nan nhan dya trén tiéu chi nao? Tém lai, viéc t6i yéu
cau c6 Misora Naomi lam chinh la tim ra mat xich
con thiéu.”



“Ravay...”

Noi that, Misora van chua hiéu lam. Nhung c6
da 16 md nhan ra riang du tranh luan véi L, anh ta
van s€ lang tranh khong dé cap t6i diéu co thuc sy
mudn biét. Vi thé c6 quyét dinh khong dat qua nhiéu
cau hoi. Trong lic ty nha phai ghi nhé diéu nay,
Misora trong thay phong ngu.

Clra mé vao phia trong, lap khoa coc! loai diing
chot vin.

Can phong khoa kin.

O hién trudng 4n mang th hai va thit ba ciing
c6 khoa chot van... Pay c6 phai diém chung? Khong,
chi tiét ki€u nay da co6 trong bio céo diéu tra, quan
sat hién truong la thay ngay. bi€ém chung ma L yéu
cau phai khac.

Cén phong khéng rong 1am, nhung it d6 noi that
nén khong gay cam giac chat choi. Giita phong la
mot chiée givdng 16n, ngoai ra chi con ké sach. Sach
trén ké chu yéu la sach huéng dan lién quan dén
cac tha tiéu khién, hodc truyén tranh néi ti€éng ctia
Nhat. Dudng nhu Believe Bridesmaid chi sir dung

1. Ki€u khda than tron, khong c6 tay ndm hay tay gat. C6 hai
loai, loai bén ngoai dung chia, bén trong dung chdt vin va loai
trong ngoai cung dung chia.



phong ngu cho muyc dich thu gian. C6 thé thdy anh
ta 1a ngudi phan biét rach roi cong viéc va doi song
riéng tu, ki€éu ngudi kha hiém trong gidi cam bt ty
do. Vay thi trén ting hai sé c6 phong tuong ty phong
lam viéc... Misora vira nghi vira vdn vo nguéc nhin
tran nha. Lat nita phai 1én xem thit méi dugc.

“Nhan tién, c6 Misora Naomi. C6 nghi hung thu
cua vy an nay la ké nhu thé nao? T6i mudn nghe suy
luén cta c6 & thoi diém nay.”

“T6i khong nghi suy luan cua minh lai c6 gia tri
cho anh tham khao.”

“Khong suy ludn nao 1a khong thé tham khao.”

€« ”»
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Vay a?

Sau khi suy nghi chdc lat, Misora néi, “Co veé rat
bat thudng.”

Tra 16i cau hoi caa L, ¢6 khong co giang chon lya
tir ngl ma noi thing ra suy nghi cia minh. Pay la
cam nhan r6 rang nhat ma c6 c6 dugce khi luét qua
toan b tai liéu vao hom qua.

“Khong don gian vi hung thu xudng tay giét
ngudi, ma con béi moi hanh vi cua hian déu toat 1én
su bat thudng ro nét. Han tham chi khong thém che
gidu diéu do.”



“Vi du?”

“Vi du dau van tay. Hung thu khong d€ lai bat
ki dau van tay nao & hién truong. Tat ca da bi x6a
sach.”

“btng vay. Nhung c6 Misora Naomi, khong dé
lai ddu van tay ¢ hién trudng ching phai bai hoc co
ban hang dau doi véi moi ké giét ngudi sao?”

“Nhung lam th€ la thai qua.”

Biét roi con hoi, Misora vira nghi wira dap. No6i
tham khao y kién, thyc chit 1a dang ki€m tra ning
lyc, xem ¢6 ¢6 da tiéu chuan lam tay chéan cua anh
ta hay khong...

“Néu khong mudn dé€ lai dau van tay, hung thu
chi can deo gidng hodc lau sach nhitng noi da cham
vao. Nhung tén tdi pham nay lai lau sach toan b dau
van tay trong nha. Han lam thé€ trong ca an mang
th nhat, thit hai va thit ba. Ban dau t6i nghi, phai
ching do hung thu ting téi nha nan nhan nhiéu [an
trong qua khi, t6i mitc chinh han cling khong nhé
minh da cham tay vao dau. Nhung khi biét hén lau
ca dui den thi t6i tin chac khong phai... Pén mac do
1a 6 thé liét vao dang bat thudng ro6i.”

“Phai. T6i cling nghi vay. “

<« »
.



038

Anh cling nghi vay a?

“Do d6, quay lai chu dé ban nay, néu hung thu
cin than t6i mitc ki quéic 1a x6a sach moi dau vét thé
nay, t6i khong nghi diéu tra hién trudng c6 thé gitup
ching ta phat hién tinh ti€t méi. Dau sao hi vong
cling rat mong manh. T9i pham nhu han ta tuyét d6i
khoéng pham sai [am.” Sai [am. Vi nhu vu viéc c6 gay
ra thang truge. “Thong thudng, qua trinh diéu tra
toi pham bat dau vi viéc tim ki€m sai [dm cta hung
thu, tir d6 dao sdu lam sang to vy 4n, nhung riéng
trong truong hgp nay, khong thé trong dgi hung thu
mac sai [am.”

“Phai. Toi cling nghi vay.” L 1ap lai nhan xét lac
trudc roi hoi. “Nhung néu ¢6 chi tiét khong phai sai
lam?”

“Chi ti€t khong phai sai [am?”

“Phai. Hung thu c6 y d€ lai dau vét, chi la d6i
diéu tra khong nhan ra. Néu thé thi ching ta van
con chit hi vong, c6 khong nghi vay u?”

[13 »

Co y @é€ lai dau vét... C6 kha nédng ay sao? Nghi
theo 16i thong thudng, khong lam gi ¢6 chuyén hung
tha co y d€ lai hién truong chimg c@ bat 1gi cho
minh... Ma khong, c6 thé. Xét theo 16i thong thuong



thi dtng la khong, nhung ngam ki thi da c6 dén hai
diém phu hgp. Thit nhit 1a nhiing con bu nhin rom
bi gdm trén tudng, thir hai la cin phong khoa trai
bing khoéa chot van. Hai diém nay khong phai sai
lam, ma la dau vét ro rang do hung thu dé€ lai.

bic biét 1a di€m tha hai. Ngay tir ddu Misora
da cha y t6i nd. Phong khoa trai von la yéu t6 dan
dyng @€ khién phia diéu tra Iam tuéng nan nhan ty
sat. Nhung ¢ an mang d4u tién, thu doan sat hai la
siét c6 tir sau lung, vy thir hai 1a danh dap ma khong
thdy hung khi ¢ hién truéng, vu thit ba 1a dam chét,
ciing khong phat hién hung khi... Khong vu nao cé
kha ning la ty sat. Néu vay, cidn phong khoa trai
thanh ra v6 nghia. Ngay ca khi khong phai sai [am,
diéu nay van bat hgp 1y.

Nhitng con bu nhin rom trén tudng ciing thé.
Misora hoan toan khong hi€u y nghia ctaa ching.

Bu nhin rom chta 16i nguyén la yéu to thugc
vé van hoa Nhit Ban, nén ciing c6 nhimg y kién vo
thuéng vo phat cho ring hung tha la ngudi Nhit,
hay hung thu ¢6 m6i han thu sau sic véi ngusi Nhat
(nhan tién, bu nhin rom 1a mét hang kha ré tién va
pho bién, chi ba @6 la la mua duge & bit ci tiém
d6 choi nao quanh day). Téi nay van chua c6 quan
di€m thong nhit vé bu nhin.



Misora dong ctra lai sau lung, 1o dang xoay chot
vin cua 6 khda c6c ndm & vi tri cao ngang hong, clita
khoa. Sau d6 c6 di quanh phong, xem xét noi timg
gdm nhimg con bu nhin rom.

Bon con ca thay.

Can phong hinh vu6ng, méi mat tudng mot con.
T4t nhién nhimg vat chimg quan trong dy khong con
¢ day ma da dugc canh sat dem di trong qua trinh
kham nghiém hién truong. Hién gid trén tuong chi
con nhitng céi 16 chi ré noi ching timg bi ghim vao.
Misora ldy trong tii xach ra sdu tdm anh. B6n tdm
chyp timg con bu nhin rom. Mgt tdm nita chyp nan
nhan, Believe Bridesmaid, nam ngtra trén giuong
vGi ddu siét rat ro rang & co.

Va tam anh cudi cung.

b6 khong phai anh chyp hién trudng, ma la
anh chup cin canh than trén @€ trin cua Believe
Bridesmaid, khi tur thi nam trén giudng bénh vién
va 3 qua kham nghiém. C6 rat nhiéu vét thuong
16n do dao gay ra trén nguc nan nhan, khong qua
sau nhung ching chit khong dém xué. Nhimg vét
thuong nay xuat hién sau khi anh ta chét chit khong
phai gitra khi bi sat hai.

“Kiéu huy hoai tir thi thoat nhin ¢6 vé vo nghia



nay thudng la ddu hiéu cho thay hung thu c6 han
thu sau sac v6i nan nhan... Nan nhan la tay viét ty
do san sang nhan mei kiéu cong viéc, gay thu chudc
oan voi ké khéc cling khong phai chuyén la... Hinh
nhu anh ta con nhiing tay vao nhiéu bai bao lién
quan dén tin d6n nham.”

“Nhung c6 Misora Naomi, suy doan d6 khong
giai thich dugc moi lién hé gitta vy nay véi vy tha
hai va thir ba. Trong hai vu sau, hung thu ciing thyc
hién hanh vi huy hoai tr thi theo cach khong lién
quan tryc ti€p t&i nguyén nhan cai chét... Tham chi
c6 thé n6i miac d6 nghiém trong cua hanh vi huy
hoai tr thi ting dan trong vy thit hai va thit ba.”

“Co6 kha ndng hung tha chi cim thu Believe
Bridesmaid, hai 4an mang kia la man nguy trang
nham che diy diéu d6. Du khong phai Believe
Bridesmaid, muc tiéu hoan toan c6 thé la mot hay
hai trong ba nan nhan, con lai chi @€ 1ap liém. Mic
d0 pha hoai tir thi tang dan c6 thé 1a man nguy trang
bit déc di, hoac...”

“... dan canh rang minh la nhitng ké giét nguci
riéng re?”

“Khoéng, d6 chi la m¢t huéng phong doan. Té6i
nghi néu phong doan nay chinh xac, ta s€ co 16i giai



thich cho nhitg con b nhin rom. N6i cach khac,
chiing 1a dau vét do hung thu c6 y @€ lai hién trudng,
lam bang ching cho thiy vu sat nhan thir nhat, thir
hai va thit ba la hanh vi ciia cing mét ké thu ac. Can
phong khoa trai khong ching ciing vi muc dich dy.”

Viéc hung thu lién tyc thay d6i dia di€m gay an,
tir Hollywood t6i khu trung tam r6i sang phia Tay,
c0 1€ ciing 1a cach thic gay roi loan huéng diéu tra.
Trong truong hgp nay, sd lugng ngudi lién quan
tang lén bao nhiéu thi viéc diéu tra thém kho khan
bay nhiéu... Vay thi, viéc hung thu ¢6 tinh chon nan
nhan tha hai 1a mot c6 bé d€ lam noéi bat sy bat
thudng cua ban than, cting kha hgp 1y.

“Vo to ra bat thuong... Him, ban than y tudng
nay da da bat thudng réi.” L ndi.

Misora hoi ngac nhién khi thdy anh ta néu nhan
xét nghe giong ngudi nhu vay. That ra c6 khong chi
ngac nhién, ma con cam thay an tugng. Co gang che
gidu diéu nay, c6 budc minh quay lai v6i mach d6i
thoai, noi ti€p vGi no lye nira vai nham che gidu cam
xuc thuye syr.

“Vi vdy, L, t6i thdy tim hi€u madi lién hé gitra
cac nan nhan 1a vo nghia. Va lai, c6 1€ canh sat dia
phuong da gitp chiing ta diéu tra ki cang van dé nay



roi... Toi con cho ring, khai thac cac méi quan hé
cua tung nan nhan méi quan trong. Nan nhan tha
ba, nhan vién ngan hang Backyard Bottomslash, c6
lién quan t6i rat nhiéu cong ty khac nhau trong quéa
trinh lam viée...”

“C6 Misora Naomi...” L ngat 16i. “Gid khong
phai liic n6i nhitng diéu lan man. T6i lo ngai néu ctt
dé thé nay, an mang thir tu' sé xay ra.”

“Um...”

Nhéc méi nhé, hinh nhu hém qua L cling néi
thé. Co6 1€ s6 nan nhan sé con tang. Anh ta dya trén
co s6 nao? Khi hung thu chua bj bat, ding 1a ¢6 kha
niang xay ra an mang ti€p theo, nhung dong thai,
chudi 4n mang hoan toan c6 thé ding lai ¢ vu tha
ba. biéu d6 chi phuy thudc vao tam trang ctia hung
tha. Va véi vai tro ngudi diéu tra, Misora thdy xac
suat xay ra vy thit tuw khong thé 16n hon 50%.

“S6 b nhin rom.” L néi. “O hién trudng noi cb
dang dtmg c6 bdn con. O hién trudng vy thit hai tai
Downtown 14 ba con. O hién trudng vu thi ba tai
West Side 1a hai con. Nhu ¢6 da biét, qua mdi vy s6
bu nhin lai giam mét.”

“Vang. Vay thi sao?”

“S6 bu nhin van c6 thé giam xudng mot.”
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Nghe L néi, Misora cam thay qua la sy viéc co
thé dién bién theo hudng nay. Ciing ding, s6 bu
nhin da giam tir bon xudng hai, néu d¢t ngdt dimg
lai & day, quy ludt s€ bi pha v& gitta ching. Theo gia
thuyét vé man nguy trang ctia Misora, thi s6 lugng
nan nhan cang nhiéu cang tot. T4t nhién rui ro sé
tang, nhung lgi ich thu dugce hoan toan ximg dang.
No6i chung, trong vy 4n nay, c6 khong chic hung
thu ¢6 coi viée giét ngudi la rai ro hay khong. Trén
thé€ gi6i, c6 khong it ké sat nhan coi ban than viéc
giét nguoi la phan thuong. Riéng viée vo to ra bat
thudng da qua sttc bat thudng...

“Néu vy, theo anh thi nhiéu nhit sé c6 thém hai
an mang nira ding khong?”

“Hon 90%.” L dap. “Khang dinh 100% ciing
khong thanh van dé, nhung t6i cdn nhic thém kha
niang hung thu gédp phai tré ngai bat kha khang, nén
xéc sudt 1a 92%. Tuy nhién, c6 Misora, trong trudng
hgp 4n mang ti€p dién, s€ chi c6 mot vy chir khong
phai hai. Xac suat xay ra vy thit ndm la 3%.”

“3%...2”
Chénh léch qua 16n.

“Tai sao? SO lugng bl nhin rom van con hai...



Néu hung thu st dung bu nhin rom d€ 4m chi nan
nhan thi...”

“Boi néu lam vay, ¢ hién truong sat hai nan
nhan th@ ndm sé khéng con con bu nhin rom nao
ca. O hién trudng vu tht tu, s6 lugng bu nhin rom
s€ giam mdt, con mot. Lam thé, ngudi ta méi xac
dinh vu 4n nay ciing do cing m6t hung thu gay ra,
nhung...”

“A... Pang vay.”

D& 10 sy kém coi cua minh roi, Misora thim téc
luGi. bang, du muyc dich cua hung thu la gi, néu dé
lai bu nhin rom & hién trudng la quy luat giét nguoi,
hédn s€ khong gay ra &n mang thir nam, khi khong
con bu nhin rom.

“Xac suat hung thu khong nghi xa dén thé'la 3%,
nhung rit kho ton tai. Ta dang noi vé ké bi am anh
t6i mitc lau ca dau van tay trén dui den.”

“Vay la c6 t6i da bon nan nhan. No6i cach khac,
vu tiép theo la vu cudi cung.”

“Khong. Vu th& ba chinh 14 vy cudi cung.” L
khang dinh v6i ngit diéu manh mé, du chi bang
giong ndi nhan tao. “Sé khong c6 vu ti€p theo, mot
khi t6i da tham gia diéu tra.”

« »
.



Tytin w... Hay ty phuy?

Lau r6i Misora khong dit minh vao ca hai tam
th€ 4y. Nhit 1a miy tuin vira qua, c6 c6 cam giac
chung that xa la.

Tytin 14 gi? Ty phy 14 gi? Hién gid Misora khong
biét cau tra 1oi.

“D€ dam bao diéu d6, t6i phai nhd c6 cb ging
hét sitc, c6 Misora Naomi. T6i rat ki vong vao nang
Iye diéu tra cua c6.”

“Ki vong u...?”

“Vang. Xin hay diéu tra vu an véi cai dau lanh.
Theo kinh nghiém cua t6i, d6i v6i nhitng vy an thé
nay, khong gi can thiét hon kha ning suy luan vimg
vang. Phai r6i, t6i mong c6 chudn bi tinh than choi
c0 trén mat bang.”

“..” b6 la mo6n bi d4 trén bang' ma.

“L, h&n anh biét t6i dang nghi phép?”

“Vang. Chinh vi thé t6i 33 maoi ¢ hgp tic. Ly do
la Ian nay t6i cAn ngudi c6 nang lyc va diéu kién ty
do hanh dong doc lap.”

1. That ra thi nhu nhau ca. “Cd vua trén bang” 1a tén goi khac

cua mon “Bi da trén bing”. Ngu ¥ tham gia mot tro choi ma
mudn thang phai c6 chién luge, chién thuit, tinh toan ro rang.



“Vay thi 1y do t6i nghi phép... Hién nhién anh
cling biét?”

“Khong.”

Cau tra 16i khong nhu ¢6 tudng.

“T6i khong biét tudng tAn dén thé.”

“Anh chua diéu tra sao?”

“T6i khong quan tam dén 1y do. Co rit tai ndng,
dang c6 diéu kién hanh dong ty do, d6 la tat ca
nhitng gi t6i quan tam... Phai chang t6i nén biét?
Néu vay, vui long cho t6i khoang mét phut, t6i sé
diéu tra ngay.”

“Khong can dau...” Misora bat giac né nuy cudi
cay dang.

Chéng hiéu sao, c6 cit lo ca thé gigi biét dén sai
[am cta minh. Viy ma ngay ca tham tir noi tiéng s6
mot thé gidi cling khong biét, tham chi chang buén
quan tdm. Khong nhirng thé, anh ta con miéu ta tinh
trang hién nay ctia Misora - nghi phép (thyec t€ 1a bi
dinh chi) - bang cym tir “c6 diéu kién hanh dong ty
do”. Dudng nhu L ciing c6 khiéu hai huée, tuy co6
chua ting nghi t6i diéu nay.

“Dugc roi. D€ ngan chian 4n mang thi tu, ta hay
bét tay diéu tra. Tru6c hét t6i nén lam gi?”



“Co c6 thé lam gi?”

“T6i c6 thé diéu tra & mic d6 nhat dinh.” Misora
no6i. “T6i xin 16i vi hdi qué nhiéu... Anh yéu ciu to6i
kham nghiém hién trudng lan nita mot cach doc
1ap... Tic 1a anh mudn t6i tim thir gi d6 con s6t lai
ngoai nhitng con bu nhin rom diang khéng? Nhung
cu thé t6i can tim thir nhu thé nao?”

“Bat cir thit gi dong vai tro 161 nhan.”

“Pong vai tro 161 nhan?”

“Vang. C6 mét viéc khong duge dé cap trong tai
liéu diéu tra t6i gui cho c6. Mot 14 thu da dugce gui
téi S¢ Canh sat Thanh phd Los Angeles vao ngay
22/7, chin ngay trudc khi &n mang dau tién xay ra,
titc ngay 31/7.”

“Thlll?”

Cudc doi thoai A6t ngot chuyén huéng.

S& Canh sat Thanh phd Los Angeles...?

“La thu ¢6 lién quan gi t6i vy 4n?”

“Hién tai, chua ai trong s6 nhan vién diéu tra
phat hién ra moi lién hé. T6i khong chéac no co lién
quan hay khong, nhung theo t6i la c6.”

“Khoang bao nhiéu phan tram?”



“80%.” L dap. “Khong ré nguadi gui. Ké nay da st
dung hé thong chuyén tiép thu, ngay ca dia diém gui
ciing khong xac dinh dugc. Trong phong bi la mét to
giay ghi cau d6 6 chit.”

“Cau d6 6 chr? Hum...”

“Pung coi thudng nd, c6 Misora Naomi. Cau
d6 rat kho, khong ai giai duge. Ciing c6 thé ching
ai nghiém tac xtt Iy n6. Nhung truéc méat, hay hinh
dung 36 1a dang cau @6 ma vai canh sat Los Angeles
hgp téc cting khong tim ra dap an.”

“T6i hiéu réi. Sau @6 thi sao?”

“Cau d6 bj coi la tro choi kham va bi huy ngay
trong ngay... Nhung t6i da c¢6 dugce no tir nguon tin
riéng cta minh, thong qua con dudng khac. Toi
nhan dugc n6 ngay hom qua.”

Bé&i thé cau do6 mdi khong xuat hién trong tai
liéu diéu tra Misora nhan dugce. Vay la ngay tir hom
qua, khi c6 dang chuan bj diéu tra, L da bat dau tiép
can vy an tir huéng khac.

“HOom qua...” L than nhién néi, “T6i da giai
cau d6.”

Giadinhtrudc d6, “vaicanh sat Los Angeles hgp
tac cing khong giai dugce”, c6 1€ chi la mao dau cho
15i khoe khoang nay. Tinh cidch ctia anh ta chac hin



khién nhiéu ngudi kho chiu... Tuy minh khong c6 tu
cach d€ nhén xét anh ta, Misora tham nghi.

“Néu dap an cua t6i khong sai, thi 16i giai cho
cau do6 chit nay chinh la hién trudng, tic ngbi nha
noi an mang thi nhit dién ra.”

“S6 221 phd Insist, Hollywood? Chinh la noi t6i
dang c6 mat... Nhung néu thé... Ching phai...”

“Phai. Hung thu gui thu bdo truGc sé gay an
mang. Tuy nhién, cau do lai kho t6i mirc khong ai
giai dugc, nén trén thyc t€ n6 da khéng hoan thanh
vai tro thu thong béo...”

“Co6 14 thu tuong ty nao khac dugce gui dén So
Canh sat Los Angeles khong? Y t6i 14 thu thong b4o
dia chi noi xay ra &n mang thir hai va thi ba...”

“Khong. D€ chéc chan, t6i da mé rong pham vi
diéu tra ra toan lanh tho ti€u bang California, nhung
t6i nay van chua phat hién 14 thu hay email nao
tuong ty. T6i dang ti€p tuc diéu tra...”

“Vay @6 chi la ngau nhién... Khéng, du thé nao
ciing khong thé la ngau nhién, khi ma no6 chi ra ca
dia chi cu thé... Van dé la tai sao lai la chin ngay
truge d6?”

“Nhac t6i chin ngay, khoang thai gian giita 4n
mang thi hai va thit ba cling la chin ngay. Tt 4/8



dén 13/8. Khong ching hung thu ¢6 ndi &m anh nao
do6 v6i con so chin ngay.”

“Nhung khoang thdi gian gitta vy dau tién dén
vu th hai 1a bon ngay... C6 thé chi 1a ngiu nhién
khong?”

“Pang, nhin nhan theo huéng d6 ciing kha hgp
ly. Tuy nhién, néu c6 thé, ta van nén luu tam di€ém
nay. Chin ngay, bon ngay, chin ngay... Gi thi gi, t6i
pham ciing da gui thu. Du han chi gia vd 1a dang ti
pham ‘gui thu thong bao truéce khi gay an’, ta ciing
khong thé loai trir kha ndng ngoai bu nhin rom, con
¢6 thir déng vai tro 16i nhan luu lai trong phong hoac
trong nha.”

“Hum... Néu vay...”

D4u vét do hung thu ¢6 y d€ lai u? Thong diép do
s€ khong dé hiéu rihu nhitng con bu nhin rom... b
kho6 cua n6 phai ngang ngira cau do 6 chir. Ra thé,
Misora da hiéu ly do L md&i c6 hgp tic. Khong thé
giai quyét vu an ki€u nay chi bang viéc ngbi nha va
suy ludn. Phai dén hién truéng quan sat va cham vao
moi thit. Chi trong chit hon lugng. Théng qua ngudi
c6 quan di€m va cach tu duy giong minh nhit...

Tuy nhién, Misora khong khoi nghi rang L da ki



vong qua nhiéu & co... Chang nhitng tré thanh chan
tay, ma con phai lam d6i mat cho tham tir hang dau
thé giGi. Sy’ tin tudng cua L 1a ganh nang qua 16n voi
bat ¢t ddc vu FBI nao.

“Sao vay, c6 Misora Naomi?”

A

“Khong... Khong co gi.

“Thé u? Vay ta hay tam diung lién lac tai day. T6i
con rit nhiéu viéc phai lam.”

“T6i hi€u r6i.”

boi phuong la L, nén ngoai vy nay, co 1€ anh ta
con ban biju v6i nhidu vy an kho khin khac. An kién
dién ra khap noi trén thé gi¢i. Véi L, chac chan cuge
diéu tra nay chi 1a mot trong vo s6 cOng viéc song
song khong 16. Néu khong, 1am sao anh ta ximg véi
danh hiéu tham tir s6 mot thé gidi...

Tham tr néi ti€éng thé€ ki, L. Vién tham tir khong
c6 khach hang.

“Vay t6i dgi tin t6t tircd. Co Misora Naomi, trong
Ian tiép theo lién lac vé4i t6i, hay sit dung dudng day
s0 5.” N6i xong, L ngat dién thoai.

Misora gap di dng roi cat vao tai xach. Trubc
hét, c0 s€ diéu tra gia sach. Trong phong ngu nay chi
c6 giuong va gia sach, mudn diéu tra cling chi co thé
bat dau tur d6...



“Dudng nhu Believe Bridesmaid ciing bi 4am anh
cuong ché, du khong t6i néi nghiém trong nhu hung
tha caa vu an...”

Cai gia chat day sach, chat ciing khong co 1ay
mot khe hé. Misora d&m qua s6 sich trén gia. 57
cudn. Co6 tht rat mot cuén, nhung nghé thuit chén
sach cua chu nhian qué cao siéu, khién c6 kha chiat
vat. Phai diung ca ngon tré 1an ngoén céi, ap dung
nguyén ly don bdy méi kéo dugce cudén sach ra. Co
loat soat 14t saich. Hanh dong nay khong nham muc
dich dic biét nao ca, chi d€ gitr doi tay ban ron trong
lic suy nghi huéng diéu tra ti€p theo. Néu c6 mot
bitc thu ndm gitta cic trang sach nhu tdim d4anh dau
trang thi chuyén da don gian, nhung chac chang co
th gi nhu vay. Tai liéu diéu tra c¢6 ndi, cling nhu dui
dén, timg trang sach déu da dugc lau sach diu van
tay. Ngoai viéc chi ra hung thu la ké bj 4&m anh, diéu
nay con cho thdy d¢i diéu tra da ki€ém tra ki tung
trang sach. Trong trudng hgp dd, c¢6 danh tin rang
ho khong phat hién 16i nhan nao.

Hoéc 161 nhin duge @€ lai duéi hinh thic ma
doi diéu tra khong @€ y. Mot manh gidy thoat nhin
thi giong tdm danh ddu trang, nhung lai 4n chia
16i nhan d3a ma héa chiang han. Tuy nhién, sau khi
Misora lat qua cudn sach thit hai, thi ba, réi thir tu,



cach nghi nay da bi loai bo. Chang c6 tim danh dau
trang nao trong s6 sach trén gia. Dudng nhu Believe
Bridesmaid khong c6 théi quen st dung tim danh
dau trang khi doc sach. Nhitng ngudi yéu sich mac
chimg 4m anh thudng vay, ho ghét moi vét cgn ma
tdm danh dau trang c6 thé gay ra cho cudn sach.

Néu vay, hung tha ctia vy 4n, ké bj am anh dic
biét nghiém trong, s€ khong bao gid kep céi gi vao
giita cac trang sach...

Misora rdi khoi cho gia sach. Tiép theo 1a giuong.
Nhung ¢ day it thi € xem xét hon ca gia sach. Co
khongthélam gi khacngoai gio ga trai giuong 1én va
lat ngugc lai xem c6 gi khong. Chang can doc tai liéu
cling biét, doi diéu tra han da tién hanh viéc d6 roi.
Khac v6i ké sach, rat kho gai vao giudng tin nhan
ma d¢i diéu tra khong nhan thay.

“Du6i tham... Mt sau gidy dan tudng... Khong,
khong dting. Sao phai che giau 16i nhan? Ldi nhén la
dé truyeén tai thong diép. Khong thé truyén tai thong
diép thi dau con la 16i nhin. Hung thu gui cau d6 6
chit cho canh sat... chimg to nhu cau khéng dinh ban
than rat manh... Muyc dich la dua ra ‘bai toan kho
giai’... bang vay, hin mudn nhao bang...”

Hung thu khong tim cach 14n tron.



Han dang nhao bang.

“Muc dich cua 16i nhan la truyén tai thong diép
‘may kém céi hon tao’, ‘may khong thang nai tao’...
Néu vay... han tuyét d6i khong @€ 16i nhan bi bo qua,
don thuan théa man ban than hay dat dugc muc
dich... Ma khong, ban than viéc cudi vao miii doi
thu 1a myc dich u? Trong truéng hgp nay, d6i thu la
canh sat... canh sat Los Angeles... toan xa hi... nuéc
M§F... hay th€ gi6i? Khong dang. Vay thi quy mo
hanh dong qua nho. Cach lam nay duéng nhu nham
t6i d6i tha doc 1ap. Du sao thi, 16i nhan... khong
phai 161 nhan, thit d6ng vai tro 16i nhan... nhat dinh
phai & trong cin phong nay... Khong, khong phai.”

Nhat dinh phai ¢ trong can phong nay... Chua
chac.

Né&u n6 khéng & day thi sao?

“Th& von & trong phong nay, nhung gic khong
con... Von & day... Gié khong con... Bu nhin rom?
Khong, bu nhin rom la phép 4n du chi nan nhén,
khong phai 16i nhin... Phong ngu... A, dtng roi,
khéng con nguoi!”

Khong phai “tht”, ma la “ai” khéng con & day.

Chu nhan cén phong, Believe Bridesmaid.

Misora ldy ra may tdm anh. Hai tam chyp tir thi



cua Believe Bridesmaid, tai hién truéng va sau khi
kham nghiém. Néu hung thu @€ lai thong diép trén
x4c nan nhan... DI nhién khong phai dau siét cd,
chi c6 thé€ 1a diu vét hay hoai thi thé bang dao. Nhu
Misora vira néi v6i L, thong thudng, @6 1a bi€u hién
dé thay cua long thu han sdu sic, nhung lan nay
khong phai. Can nhéc s€ thay suy luan dy bat hgp ly.

Trong tdm anh chup & hién trudng, tu thi nam
ngua, chiéc 4o phong trén minh ngdm kha nhiéu
mau, nhung khong bi rach. Na6i cach khac, sau khi
sat hai nan nhan, hung thu da tam thdi ci chiéc
a0 ra, dung dao rach thi th€, r6i mac lai 4o cho nan
nhan. Néu don gian 1a han thu, hung thu chi cin
rach thang qua 4o phong, dau c6 1y do tranh lam
hong chiéc 40? Nhung han lai khong ngai d€ mau
ngam vao 4o... Chiéc 40 phong nay chac chan la cua
nan nhan. C6 vé anh ta thudng xuyén st dung nd
thay cho d6 ngu...

“Néu... nhin bing méit thuong thi nhimg vét
thuong nay... trong giong chi cai. Phang khong
nhi...?” Du phai thay d6i goc d6 quan sat nhiéu lan.
“V... C... I? Khéng... M... Lai 1a V... X...? D... O day
c6 ba chirI dtmg canh nhau... L? Pay1a L sao? Um...
bing 14 van khién cudng...”

Du sao day ciing chi la vin @ nhin theo ciach



nao. Khong phai chit Han hay chit cai tiéng Han,
nhirng gi co thay la cic ki ty La Tinh dugc tao thanh
bai nét thing va nét cong don gian. Bat ké dung but
chi hay luGi dao, cit vach loan 1a sé d€ lai dau vét
trong giong th gi d6.

“Tha that, minh mudn tham khao y kién cua
thanh vién d0i diéu tra, nhimg ngudi tryc ti€p tham
gia pha 4n... Nhung khong c6 phu hiéu thi sao c6
thé... Ma thoi, chic L sé lo liéu 6n thoéa viéc d6...”

Roi vao hoan canh nay, c6 méi hi€u sykhé khin
cua viéc hoat dong don 1é ma khong dya vao to chiic.
Khi lam viéc & FBI, c6 cam thdy hoan toan lac 1ong,
nhung lic nay, Iin dau tién Misora phat hién ra
minh d3a chju on t6 chire.

“Co lé minh nén di xem cac phong khac... Du
khong c6 y nghia lam. Nghi t6i chuyén hung thu lau
sach toan bg ddu van tay trong nha thi...”

Misora vira n6i vira chudn bi roi phong ngu,
nhung c6 chgt nhan ra van con ché chua ki€ém tra.
Gam giudng. D6 1a mot trong nhitng khong gian dé
bi bo qua, tuy khong dién hinh nhw duéi tham hay
mit sau gidy dan tuong. That kho tin rang di€ém mu
dé nhan biét thé nay chua dugc canh sat kiém tra,
nhung @€ chac chéin, ¢t thir bo xudng gam giudng



xem sao. Bi€t dau lai phat hién th gi do chi co6 thé
nhin thay tr vi tri 4y. Nghi vay, Misora cii xuéng
bén canh giudng...

b6t nhién. Mot canh tay tho ra tir gim giudng.

Misora lui phét ra sau, ép ban than tran tinh,
sin sang tng pho v4i tinh hudng bat ngd. Co khong
dem theo sung. Diéu nay khong lién quan tGi viéc
c6 dang nghi phép, vé co ban Misora khong c6 thoi
quen mang sung trong ngudi. Nén gio co6 khong co
sing, cang khong c6 co hi bop co.

“Ai... Ké nao!?”

Misora 16n tiéng héi vGi y de doa, nhung doi
phuong chi coi nhu gi6 thoang qua tai. Canh tay ti€p
tuc thong tha tho ra tir gdim giudng. Tay phai, ti€p
theo la tay trai, r6i dén toan bo than thé. Mot ngudi
xudt hién t du6i gim giudng, trong tu thé ti chi
cham dat.

Tén nay... O dy tir ltc no...?

Hin nim du6i gim giudng sudt khoang thoi
gian vira roi...? Han da nghe thiy cudc tro chuyén
cta co voi L...?

Hang loat cau hoi quay cu6ng trong dau Misora.



“Tr4 16 t6i! RSt cudc anh 1 ai!?”

Misora cho tay vao trong 4o khoac, vé nhu co6
mang sung roi cao giong hoi lai. P§t nhién, “han ta”
ngang dau l1én, sau d6 tur tir ding day.

Mai téc den ty nhién. Ao phong bang vai tron,
quén jeans giat nhiéu t6i mic bac mau.

Mot thanh nién v6i @6i mat giu trac ma to.
Ngudi nay giy, trong kha cao, nhung lung gu hin
xubng nén tim mat thap hon Misora nhitng hai cai
dau. Anh ta dang ngudc lén, quan sat co.

“Xin chao, rat vui dugce gip ¢0.” N6i doan, anh
ta cti thiap hon nita roi dung giong déu déu @€ ty
giGi thiéu.

“Xin hay goi toi la Ryuzaki.”






oage. 2+ RyUzZOK

Trong giGi tham t, c6 nhitng ké goi L 1a “tham
tr xa lanh xa héi” hay “tham tir may tinh”, do ac y
hodc d6 ki, nhung nhiing tén goi nay hau nhu khéng
phan 4nh dang sy that. Poi lac Misora Naomi ciing
nghi L 1a ki€u tham tir wva ngoi nha suy luin, nhung
trén thuye t€, L cyc ki chu dong va ning nd, khac xa
dinh nghia “xa lanh xa h¢i”. C6 thé ndi L hoan toan
khong c6 nhu céu giao ti€p xa hoi, song anh khong
phai loai thdm tur ty nhot minh trong phong t6i,
dong kin ctra va quyé€t khong ra ngoai.

C6 mot syrthat ma hién nay kha nhiéu ngudai biét,
do6 1a ba tham tir hang dau th€ giGi sau thé chién,
L, Eraldo Coil, Deneuve, la ciing mot ngudi. Chi
it, nhitng ai dang doc ghi chép nay .chac chan phai
biét... Ay 1a chua ké ban d4u Eraldo Coil va Deneuve
déu la nhitng ca nhan doc lap, nhung sau khi L chién
dau va chién thing trong tran tranh tai v4i hg, anh
da gianh dugc nhitng bi danh d6. T6i s€ dgi dip khac
dé€ ndi vé cugc chién tham tir nay, n6i chung ngoai ba



cai tén dugc sit dung thudng xuyén nhit ay, L con s&
hitu rat nhiéu danh xung khéc. T6i khong nam duge
day du, nhung it cting phai t&i con s6 tram. Trong @6,
khong it tén goi dugce L cong khai truée cong chiang.
Anh da dung tén Ryuzaki hay Ryuga Hideki khi xuat
hién trudc mit ké sat nhan Kira, nhu bat cir ai dang
doc ghi chép nay han déu biét.

Tuy nhién, Misora Naomi r6 rang khong biét...

Gio day toi nghi, c6 1€ do6i v6i anh, “L” cling chi
la mot trong s6 rat nhiéu cai tén. Anh khong lién hé
tryc ti€p danh tinh cta ban than véi danh xung L.
b6 don thuan la tén goi noi ti€éng nhat va ¢o stc anh
huéng nhat trong rat nhiéu danh xung tham tir ma
anh sir dung su6t cugc doi. Va co I€ gia tri cua cai tén
nay xudt phéat tir tinh ich dung ch khong phai sy
khan hi€m. Hién nay ching con ai biét, cling ching
con cich tim hié€u tén that cua L. Ci tén ma chi anh
mdGi ro chic cling khong dinh nghia duge toan bd
con ngudi anh. Khong chimng chinh L ciing chang
biét tén goi nao da bi viét vao cudn so tir than, tubc
di mang song ctia minh.

T6i nghi vay.

Du sao di nira, hay quay lai vGi vu LABB.



“Anh... Ryuzaki.” Misora lat qua lat lai tim danh
thi€p mau den vira nhan dugc, xem xét ki cang, réi
dung cai tén dé trén d6 d€ goi do6i phuong ma khong
thém che gidu sy nghi ngd. “Tén anh 1a Ryuzaki Rue?”

“Vang. Toi la Ryuzaki Rue.” Ngudi dan 6ng, tic
Ryuzaki, map m¢& dap. Anh ta ti€p tuc nhin Misora
cham chidm bing d6i mat giu trhc trgn trimg trong
ltic miét mai gdm mong tay céi.

Ho da di chuyén tit phong ngi ra phong dn nha
Believe Bridesmaid. Misora va Ryuzaki ng6i d6i dién
nhau trén b sofa c6 vé dit tién. Ryuzaki co chian
ngoi trén ghé trong tu thé€ 6m goi. Misora thay anh
ta that tré con, nhung hién nhién Ryuzaki khong con
la tré con, vi vay canh tugng dy khién Misora sén gai
oc. Tuy nhién, c6 dua chin chan d€ khong nhan xét vé
chuyén d6, nén lai nhin xudng danh thi€p Ian nita,
nhu mu6n xoa diu bau khong khi kho xtr...

Detective Ryuzaki Rue.

“Theo tdm danh thiép nay thi nghé nghiép cua
anh 1a tham tu...”

“Vang, ding vay.”
“Noi cach khac, anh la tham tr tu?”

“Khoéng, cach goi thim tu tw khong chinh xéc.



T ‘tu’ gay cam giac @€ cao ban than thai qua. bing
r6i, noi theo cach do, toi s€ 1a tham tr ‘v’ tu. T61 la
mot tham tir vo tu.”

“Thé a...”

N6i ngan gon la anh ta khong c6 gidy phép.
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Néu c6 bit, Misora mudén viét thém chit “vo tri”
vao tdm danh thiép, ti€c la hién khong c6 dung cu
viét lach nao trong tdm véi, nén danh thoéi. Misora
dat tdim danh thi€p xudng gbéc ban nhuw mudn tranh
xa thi gi ban thiu lam.

“Pugc roi, anh Ryuzaki... T6i mudn xac nhén,
anh da lam gi & du6i gam giuong?”

“Cling nhu ¢6. T6i dang diéu tra.” Ryuzaki tra
16i, mat khong doi sic. P6i mat gau tric khong
chép, trong vo cung ki di. “T6i dugc cha me Believe
Bridesmaid chti nhan nha nay yéu cau diéu tra loat
an mang lién quan. Theo t6i thay, c6 vé c6 Misora
cling gidng t6i?”

« ”»

Hién tai Misora khong hé ban tam Ryuzaki la ai.
Tham tir tu hay tham tr vo tu déu duge. Van deé la
khi niip gdm giuong, anh ta da nghe duge bao nhiéu
vé cudc doi thoai giita c6 va L... Trong trudng hgp



té nhat, diéu nay s€ anh hudng dén chuyén di hay &
FBI ctia c6. Néu ¢6 lam ro ri bat ¢t thong tin nao vé
L, vién thim tir nodi ti€éng khong ré danh tinh that,
thi hau qua sé khong ding lai & mitc thoi viéc. Khi
c6 do hoi, Ryuzaki dap rang lic ¢ dudi gim giuong
anh ta ching nghe thay ti€ng ai ca do am thanh bi
doi, nhung Misora khé long tin ndi nhitng 16i nay.

“Vang... bung. T6i cling la thim t&.”

Ban khodn mot héi, cubi cuing Misora van phai
tra 16i nhu vay. Néu khong phai dang trong ki nghi,
Misora c6 thé dudng hoang tuyén b6 minh la dac
vu FBI. Nhung lac nay c6 dang bi dinh chi cong tac,
16 anh ta doi xem phu hiéu, c6 lai phai tim c& thoai
thac. Da thé, nén lya 1oi ndéi déi thi hon... Co sao
dau, chua chic d6i phuong thanh that véi c6, chang
viéc gi phai cam thay tdi 16i.

“T6i khong thé ti€t 10 danh tinh khach hang,
nhung t6i dugc giao nhiém vu bi mat diéu tra hung
thu sat hai Believe Bridesmaid, Quarter Queen va
Backyard Bottomslash...”

“Ra thé. Vay thi ching ta c6 thé hgp tic roi.”
Ryuzaki lién noéi, khong hé ngin ngai.

Thang than t&i mitc hao sang.



“Vay... anh Ryuzaki, khi ¢ du6i gim giudng,
anh c6 phat hién gi hitu ich cho viéc giai quyét vu
an khong? To6i doan anh tim ki€ém dau vét do hung
tha dé lai?”

“Khong, khong phai thé. Bi€t c6 ngudi vao nha
nén t6i nidp di d€ tham do tinh hinh. Nghe ngbng
dong tinh hoéi lau, thay ngudi vira vao duéng nhu
khong phai phudng luu manh, t6i méi bo ra.”

“Phudng lvu manh...?”

“Vang. To6i con nghi, biét dau hung thu quay lai
lay d6 bo quén. Pugc vay thi qua la co hdi nghin
nim c6 mot, nhung hoéa ra chila hi vong hao huyén.”
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D6i tra. Nong ndc mui doi tra. Gio thi Misora
gin nhu tin rang anh ta da tron ¢ d6 sudt nay gic dé
nghe trém cudc noéi chuyén giira c6 va L. Binh thuong
Misora s€ cho rang minh qué da nghi, nhung nguci
dan ong tén Ryuzaki nay ching c6 chd nao binh
thudng ca. Anh ta toat ra vé dang ngo dén gai ngudi.

“Nhung nh¢ vay ma t6i gap dugc c6, nén ciing
khong phai cong c6c. Toi va c6 déu khong phai nhan
vat trong ti€u thuyét hay truyén tranh, ciing 1a tham
tir ciing khong nhat thiét phai ganh ghét lan nhau.
Chuing ta trao d6i thong tin da c6 nhé, c6 Misora?”



“Khong. Cam on dé nghi ciia anh, nhung t6i xin
phép tr chdi. T6i c6 nghia vu gilt bi méat cho khach
hang.” Misora dap.

L da cung cdp cho ¢6 moi tai liéu diéu tra cin
thiét. Khong ddi nao mét tham tir tu vo danh lai du
kha nang dua thém thong tin hitu ich vao thgi diém
nay. Chua ké c6 thi thuong ngudi ta cling chang
muon dua.

“Ryuzaki, anh ciing c¢6 nghia vu giit bi mat cho
khach hang cha?”

“Khong, t6i khong c6.”

“Anh phai c6. Anh 1a tham tir kia ma?”

“Thé& u. Vay thi t6i c6.”

Dba6i dap tuy tién that. Xem ra anh ta khong ban
tam dén van dé nay.

“Nhung tat nhién, giai quyét vu an la diéu cin
uu tién hon ca... Toi hiéu réi, cd Misora. Thé nay
vay. To6i s€ don phuong cung cip thong tin cho ¢6.”

“Ha...? Sao c6 thé...”

“Khong thanh van dé. Suy cho cung, t6i hay c6
giai quyét duge vu 4n ciing nhu nhau. Khach hang
cua t6i khong mong gi hon ngoai tim ra hung thu.
Néu tri 6c cua c6 tot hon t6i thi lam thé sé hiéu qua
hon nhiéu.”



Loi 1€ hay day, nhung doi nao anh ta thyc sy
nghi viy. Nghe Ryuzaki néi xong, Misora cang dé
cao canh giac. Rot cudc anh ta dang muu tinh diéu
gi? Ban nay Ryuzaki da tién miéng bia ra rang, anh
ta nghi Misora, ngudi vira budc vao phong ngu, c6
kha nédng la hung thu quay lai hién truéng. Nhung
néu bit bé ngugc lai, ching phai ké nip dudi gaim
givong nhu anh ta méi phu hgp véi kha nang dé
sao?

“Vé viéc c6 cung cap thong tin cho t6i hay khong,
b c6 thé quyét dinh sau. Trudc hét, @€ t6i dua co cai
nay da.”

Dt 161, Ryuzaki 1dy ra tir tdi quin jeans mot to
gidy gap nho, réi rong rai dua luén cho Misora. Co
don lay va ma ra, du van chua théi hoai nghi. b6 1a
cau d6 0 chit, vGi nhitng 6 vudng va cau hoi ghi bang
kiéu chir nho xiu. Misora lap titc doan dugc day la gi.

“Céai nay...”

“0, cb biét n6 sao?”

“A, khong... That ra té6i...”

Misora do dy, khong biét nén phan (ng thé nao.
Hién nhién, day chinh la cau d6 6 chir gtii cho canh
sat Los Angeles ngay 22/7... Nhung ban goc bi huy
roi ma, sao ngudi dan 6ng tén Ryuzaki nay lai c6 thé



thoai mai 14y n6 ra khoi ti quan, du chi 1a ban sao?
Trong lic Misora con dang boi réi, Ryuzaki nhin c6
chdm chiam nhu thé dang danh gia nang lyc cua c6
thong qua nhiing gi ¢d bi€u 19...

“DE t6i giai thich... Day la ciu d6 6 chir dugce gui
du6i dang nic danh t6i S¢ Canh sat Los Angeles
thang trudce, cy thé 1a ngay 22/7. Khong ai giai dugc
cau d6, nhung néu thanh cong, cd sé thu dugce dia
chi ciia ng6i nha nay. Nhiéu kha ning day la thu
canh bao, khong, thu khi€u chién cta hung thu, gui
tG1 canh sat va toan thé xa héi...”

“Ra vay. Nhung...” Mac du da nghe L nhac t6i,
Misora van ngdm xem thudng cau do 6 chit nay. Tuy
nhién, dén lic nhin tdn mat, ¢6 nhan thiy ciu d6
qua thét rat kho. Chura tinh @&n chuyén c6 giai dugce
hay khong, nghi t6i qua trinh giai 6 théi da thay
that phién phic. Ryuzaki, ngudi ¢ truée mat co day,
da ty giai n6 sao?

“Thyec sy 6 thé rit ra dia chi ctia ngdi nha nay u?”

“Vang. Néu mudn, c6 cir gitt lai t& gidy d6 dé
giai thir khi ¢6 thai gian. No6i chung, trong dai da s6
truong hgp, t¢i pham gui thu canh bao 1a @€ thu hat
s chi ¥, trirkhi c6 myc dich khac cyc ki dac biét. Co
thé€ néi bu nhin rom va can phong khoa trai ¢ hién



truong déu 1a bi€u hién dién hinh cua tdi pham loai
nay. Vay thi ngoai nhitng di€m t6i vira liét ké, chua
biét chimng hung thu con @€ lai thit gi d6... Loi nhan
chang han. C6 c6 nghi thé khong, ¢ Misora?”
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Anh ta lap luan giong hét L.

ROt cude ngudi dan 6ng nay la ai...

Néu Ryuzaki chi 1ap luén giong L thi vin dé that
don gian. Misora c6 thé két luan ngay rang, lic nip
du6i gam giudong, anh ta da céing tai nghe 1én cudc
doi thoai giira 6 va L. Van dé 1a Ryuzaki c6 ca cau do
0 chit ma chi ngudi ¢ vi tri nhu L méi ti€p can duge,
hon nita con gidi ra réi. Cau hoi rot cudc Ryuzaki la.
ai, von nam ngoai pham vi quan tam cta Misora,
nay lai dot nhién bién thanh vin dé dang lo ngai.

“T6i xin phép vai phut.”

Nhu mudn lam ngo truéc khoanh khic tinh
than Misora bat ngd bi xdo tron, Ryuzaki dit ca hai
chén xubng san cung lic, di vé phia nha bép, van
véi cai lung cong. Ti€p d6 maé tu lanh bang dong tac
quen thugc hét nhu dang & nha minh, tho tay vao
trong 1ay mot cai binh, va ct d€ cira ta lanh ma to
ho r6i quay lai sofa. Thir anh ta 14y ra 1a mét binh
mit dau tay.



“Mut dau nay la...?”

“A, @6 ctia t6i. T6i chi 1am lanh th& t6i mang t6i
tho6i. Dén gid an trua réi ma.”

“An trua?”

Tinh ra chu nha da qua d6i cach day nira thang,
di nhién trong ta lanh khong c6 thic dn... Nhung
ma, bita trwva? Mt cling ngon, nhung phai an véi
banh mi chit... Misora chua kjp thic méc, Ryuzaki
d3a m& nép binh, cho thing tay vao trong, béc mot
voc day miit, roi cit thé bé vao miéng.
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Misora Naomi a khiu.

Co6 khong thot ra noi 16i nao dtng nghia.

“Ua...? Sao viy, ¢ Misora?”

“Bita dn cua anh kh... khac thudng that.”

“Thé u? T6i thdy n6 binh thuong ma?” Ryuzaki
vira t6 ra kho hi€u vira b6c mi€ng mut thi hai. “Khi
stt dyng dau oc, t6i luon thém d6 ngot. Mudn lam
viéc hiéu qua thi mit 1a s6 mét. Pudng tot cho ndo.”

“A... Phai.”

Misora nghi tham, “Nao anh khong cian dudng
dau, ma can sy diéu tri caa bac si chuyén khoa,”
nhung khong du can dam néi ra trong hoan canh



hién tai. Canh tugng nay khién c6 lién tudng dén
gau Pooh, tuy nhién Ryuzaki khong phai chd giu
mau vang dé thuong véi s thich nhan cu, ma la mét
thanh nién cao rao nhung cong lung.

An hét miéng thi tw, Ryuzaki diing binh lam
chén, dua 1én méi nhu dang udng tra, xi xyp hip
can ca binh mut.

“Xin 16i vi bat ¢6 chg dgi.”

N

“A... Khong cb gi.

“Trong ti lanh van con mit, c6 Misora c6 mudn
dung khéng?”

“Khong... Téi xin kiéu.”

Du d6i ¢& nao c6 ciing khong mudn dyng dén
bira dn nhu tra tin ay. Lic nay Misora thyc sy ghé
s¢ Ryuzaki. Cyc ki ghé s¢. Misora khong ty tin vGi
kha niéng gugng cudi cia minh, nhung bi€u cam cua
c6 khi d6i dién Ryuzaki lic nay chinh 1a tuoi cudi,
khong lan di dau duge.

Trong con khié€p sg¢, ngudi ta van cudi.

“Vay sao.”

Khong to bat ki dau hiéu nao dé thé hién phan
g cia minh trudc 16i ndi cua Misora, Ryuzaki the



luGi 1i€m sach ngoén tay dinh day mut réi lén tiéng
bing giong déu deéu.

“Pugc roi, co Misora, chiing ta di ch?” Anh ta
noi tiép.

“Anh bao di... Pi dau?” Misora héi, nhung trong
dau dang ban ty héi phai lam thé nao d€ tir chdi néu
trong tuong lai Ryuzaki doi bat tay co.

“Con phai héi.” Ryuzaki than nhién dap. “Tiép
tuc khdm nghiém hién truéng théi, c6 Misora.”

Ki thyc, tai thoi di€m nay, Misora van c6 kha
ning lya chon huéng phét trién vé sau cua sy viéc
theo ¥ minh, @ mc @9 nhat dinh. C6 c6 thé dung vii
lyc dudi tay tham tirtén Ryuzaki ra khoi nha Believe
Bridesmaid, phuong an nay 1a hgp 1y hon ca. Nhung
du n6 hgp Iy d€n mirc hap dan, cudi cuing Misora
van quyét dinh d€ Ryuzaki & lai, tiiyy y hanh dong. C&
cho la Ryuzaki chua nghe thiy cugc d6i thoai ctia c6
v6i L di, anh ta van ddng ngo, khién c6 son gai oc, va
mau chot 1a anh ta c6 trong tay cau do 6 chit. Vi vay,
Misora cam thay phai dit con ngudi kho luéng nay
dudi sy gidm sat cia minh.



T4t nhién, ngudi ndm ré ni tinh (nhu téi chang
han) c6 thé doan ra @6 méi la k&€ hoach Ryuzaki
mong mudn. Nhung & thoi di€m nay, khong thé doi
hoi Misora Naomi nghi siu xa dén thé. Bai ding noi
bay gid ma cho dén khi bj Kira sat hai, tirc 1a vai nim
sau vu LABB, Misora van chic mam riang minh chua
ting gdp mat L, ma chi hanh dong theo chi dan cua
giong no6i nhan tao phat ra tir may tinh.

Tuy nhién, nhin tr quan di€m khac, c6 1€ day
la diéu may méan d6i véi thé gidi. Néu tén sat nhan
Kira bi€t Misora tung git lién hé v6i L theo cach
nay, chic chan hin sé€ khong giét c6 s6m dén thé.
Xét theo nghia @6 thi tudi tho cua L dugce kéo dai
la nhd Misora Naomi, du chi vai nim ngan ngui...
Khong, gia dinh nhu vay ching c6 may y nghia.

Chuyén phiém ding ¢ day, hay quay lai véi cha
dé chinh.

Bt cir ai timg doc Sherlock Holmes déu c6 thé
nhic lai canh vién tham tir litng danh cadm kinh lip
ling suc khap phong d€ tim kiém ddu vét, mot phan
trong tac phong hanh d9ng &n tugng cua nhan vat
nay. Hanh déng 4y chinh la bi€u tugng gin lién v4i
ti€u thuyét trinh tham cd dién, trong truyén trinh
tham hién nay khong con nhan vat tham tir néi ti€ng
nao lam vay nira.



No6i chung, ban than cach néi “ti€u thuyét trinh
tham” cling da 16i thoi. Gio day ngudi ta goi nhitng
cuon sach thudce thé loai ay 1a “ti€u thuyét suy luan”
hodc “tiéu thuyét ki bi”. Tham tir khong can suy
luan, dot ngot doan ra sy that méi duge coi la thong
minh thyc sy. Béi suy luan la hanh dong doi hoi qua
nhiéu n6 lyc, ma thién tai thi khéng cin né lye. biéu
nay cling giong tinh ti€t trong truyén tranh thiéu
nién cua Nhat Ban, loai truyén phd bién khép thé
giGi hién nay. D€ dugc yéu thich, nhan vat chinh
déu phai la siéu nhan.

Tré lai phong nga cua Believe Bridesmaid,
Ryuzaki dot nhién cidi xudng, t& chi cham dit, tu
thé giong hét lac bo ra khoi gam giudng (tat nhién
la khong rat kinh lap ra), sau d6 bat dau bo quanh
phong nhu mot con gian. Trong thiy canh tugng iy,
Misora v0 cung sung sot.

Hoéa ra anh ta khong chi dung tu thé nay khi ¢
du6i gam giuong... Ryuzaki di chuyén trén tir chi
thanh thyc dén mitc ¢6 c6 cam tudng anh ta sap bo
1én tudng réi treo minh trén tran nha bay gio.

“Sao thé, c6 Misora? Lam cung toi di cha?”

<« »
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Khong khong khong. Misora lac ddu nhanh dén
noi hoa ca mat.



Néu lam viy, long ty ton phai nit sé bj anh
hudng... Khong, c6 cam thiy truéc ddy minh sé€ danh
mat diéu gi d6 rat quan trong véi tu cach con ngudi.

“Vay a? That dang ti€c.” Ryuzaki ldm bam, trong
thyec sy ti€e nudi, réi ti€p tyc tim ki€ém. Co vé ngay tir
dau anh ta da khong s& hitu “diéu rat quan trong véi
tu cach con ngudi” dy.

“Nh... nhung, anh Ryuzaki a... T6i nghi khong
thé tim ra th gi trong cin phong nay nita dau. Du
sao canh sat dia phuong ciing da diéu tra ki moi
ngo6c ngach...”

“Nhung canh sat dia phuong da bo sét cau d6 6
chit. Ho c6 bo sét thit khac trong phong nay thi t6i
ciing khong ngac nhién.”

“C6 thé anh ndéi dang, nhung c6 qua it manh
moi. Chi it t6i mudn tim céi gi @6 lam di€ém khaoi
dau. Khong th€ tim bira, bdi phong nay ching cé
may d6 dac, ma ng6i nha lai qua rong d€ lam thé...”

“Manh maéi w...” Ryuzaki tam ngimg di chuyén
trén tit chi, chdm cham cdn mong tay cai. Trong anh
ta vira giong ké dang than trong suy ngam, vira giong
tén ngoc dang mo mang. Misora gap kho6 khan trong
viéc dua ra nhén xét chinh xac. “Co6 thay thé nao, co



Misora? Khi tGi day, c6 ¢6 nghi ra y tuong gi khong?
Bit ct diéu gi c6 thé sir dung lam diém khai dau.”

“Pi€m khai ddu... Phai réi.”

Bdo co6 thi cling co... Vét thuong trén tir thi caa
nan nhan. Nhung Misora ban khodn khong biét co
nén noi véi Ryuzaki bay gid hay khong. Tuy nhién,
ctrthé€ nay thi ca vu 4n 1an bi an vé Ryuzaki déu khong
tién trién... Ngugc lai, ¢ ciing nén thir Ryuzaki, nhu
cach anh ta dua ra cau do 6 chir @€ thir phan img caa
c6 ban nay. Ping ro6i, néu khéo 1éo, c6 con co thé
xac dinh xem khi & du6i gam giudng, anh ta c6 nghe
dugc cude doi thoai cua co6 vGi L hay khong.

“Thé nay vay... Anh Ryuzaki, tuy khéng hin la
trao d6i thong tin, nhung @€ té y biét on trude chia
sé vira roi cua anh... T6i ¢6 miy tdm anh, anh cé
muodn xem khong?”

“Anh?”

Ryuzaki tién vé phia Misora v&i phan ng khoa
truong nhu thé ca doi anh ta chua nghe thay tir ay
bao gi¢. Anh ta van bo bang tt chi, khong thém doi
huéng ma cir thé di giat lui. Canh tugng do co6 thé
khién tré con phat khoc.

“Pay la anh chyp nan nhan...”

T4m anh Misora dua cho anh ta khong phai anh



chyp & hién trudng, ma la anh chyp sau khi kham
nghiém t thi. Ryuzaki d6n ldy tdm anh, “Hum”
mot tiéng, gat dau vGi vé trinh trong, hodc c6 y ra ve
trinh trong. Thir thach gi chi, tir bi€u hién bé ngoai,
Misora hoan toan khong doan dugc suy nghi cua
anh ta.

“C6 Misora xudt sac that day.”

“Sao co?”

“Béo chi da che gidu sy that vé viéc tir thi bj huy
hoai... Nghia la tdm anh nay chi xuat hién trong tai
liéu noi bo cua canh sat. Qua la ¢d6 Misora, dén tha
nay ciing c6 thé 1dy dugc. Co khong phai tham ti
binh thudng.”

“Anh Ryuzaki thi sao, lam thé€ nao anh c6 dugc
cau do 6 chir?”

“Po la nghia vu gitrbi mat.”

Anh ta dung chinh cau nay @€ dap lai cau hai
cua cd, khién Misora ngay ra choc lat. C6 hoi han
vi tr6t day anh ta diéu khong can thiét, nhung da
mudn. L€ ra khong nén noéi v4i anh ta may chuyén
nhu vay.

Ma cau “d6 la nghia vy gitr bi mat” nghe c6 vé sai
sai vé mdt ngit phap.



“T6i cling s€ khong héi lam thé nao ¢6 Misora c6
dugc nhitng tam anh nay... Nhung & day c6 gi co thé
st dyng lam @i€m khéi dau sao?”

“Phai, tom lai la... T6i nghi @€n chuyén hung thu
d€ lai 16i nhan trén thi gi d6 c6 trong phong ngu vao
thdi di€m xay ra an mang, nhung gi¢ khong con...
Cho nén, néi vé thit von c6, nhung nay khong con,
tiéu bi€u phai ké dén...”

“Chu nhan cén phong, Believe Bridesmaid? Co
that thong minh.”

“Hay thay d6i goc d6 ctua tam anh va quan sat.
Anh c6 thay cac vét thuong trong giong chir cai La
Tinh khong? Pay c6 thé 1a mét dang 161 nhan...”

“DE€ t6i xem thit.”

Ryuzaki khong xoay tdm anh ma diéu chinh goc
d6 cua ¢6 minh, dong tac vo cung quai la. Chuyén
dong cua Ryuzaki linh hoat t6i mic khién Misora
thac méc c6 phai toan by xuong c6 cua anh ta déu
la syn hay khéng. C6 nhitng mong khong phai nhin
canh tugng nay.

“Khong phai.”

“Khong u? Qua nhién cach nghi nay hoi khién
cuong...”



“Khong, c6 Misora, t6i khong phu nhan toan bo
ma chi phti nhan m6t phan y kién cua cb. Y t6i 1a
day khong phai chit cai. Co6 Misora, day la chir s6 La
Ma.”

Y

A

buang roi, hién nhién la ngoai nhimg chir s6 quen
thudc thudng xuit hién trén mat dong ho nhu V va
I, cackity C,M, D, X, L ciing la chit s6 La Ma. Lé ra
khi thay ba chit I ditng canh nhau, c¢6 phai cha y dén
diéu nay ngay. D6 khong phai ba chit I dimg canh
nhau, ma la III. Vi nhin théy chit L d4du tién nén c6
da lién hé t6i tham tir ndi ti€éng L, roi suy nghi cua co
lién di theo huéng do.

“Ila1,IIla2,1II1a3,IV]ag,Vlas, VIla 6, VII
la7, VIII1a 8, IX la 9, X 1a 10, L 1a 50, C la 100, D
la 500, M 1a 1000. Dya vao @6 d€ giai ma cac vét
thuong, ta sé c6 céc s0 16, 59, 1423, 159, 13, 7, 582,
724, 1001, 40, 51, 31...”

Bang giong tréi chay, chi trong chép mit
Ryuzaki da giai ma xong cac so La Ma kho hiéu. Ct
cho 1a anh ta tinh c& rat quen thudc véi chit s6 La
Ma di nira, toc 9 suy luan dy van qua nhanh.

“Vi day chi la anh nén t6i khong bi€t minh c6



dién giai chinh xac hay khong, nhung t6i c6 thé chac
dén 80%.”

“Phén trdm...?”

“Ti€c 1a két luan nay khong dem lai tién trién
nao ca. Chimg nao chura xac dinh duge cac con s6 dai
dién cho diéu gi, ta chua thé mao hiém cho riang vét
thuong 1a 16i nhian ma hung tha dé lai. Bié€t dau chi
la hoa mu nham danh lac huéng.”

“... Xin th®r 16i, anh Ryuzaki.” Misora lui lai mét
buée.

“Co chuyén gi?”

“T6i can stra lai 16p trang diém.”

Khong dgi Ryuzaki tra 16i, Misora r&i khoi
phong ngu, bo qua nha vé sinh ting mot, leo cau
thang lén nha vé sinh tang hai. Sau khi vao trong va
khoa cira, ¢0 14y di dong trong thi xach ra, do dy gidy
lat tru6ce khi goi cho L. Pudng day so 5. Sau vai ti€éng
bip béao hiéu qua trinh lgc tin hi€u gay nhiéu, cudi
cung c0 ciing dugce két noi vai L.

“Co chuyén gi vay, c6 Misora Naomi?” Gigng noi
nhén tao. L.

Misora ha giong, dung tay che miéng roi 1én
tiéng dap, “T6i can bio cdo mot viée.”



“Co tién trién roi sao? Nhanh qua nhi.”

“A... Goi 12 tién trién thi qua 14 c6 tién trién... Pa
phat hién 16i nhan ma hung thu dé lai.”

“Tuyét vai.”

“That ra ngudi phat hién ra diéu nay khong phai
t6i. Nén noéi thé€ nao nhi, c6 mt ngudi, giong nhu
tham tr tu bi 4n...” Tham tir tw bi an. Khi thét ra tir
nay, dén co ciling thiy tic cudi. “Vira xuit hién.”

“... Vay u?” Nghe t6i day, giong noéi nhan tao roi
vao im lang.

b6 1a sy im ling ling ting d6i véi Misora. Du
sao thi d€ do haéi doi phuong, c6 da ty quyét dinh dua
anh cho anh ta xem. Trong lic L tiép tyuc im ling, c6
thuat lai nhitng suy ludn ma Ryuzaki dua ra sau khi
xem tdm anh kham nghi€m tit thi, cling nhu chuyén
anh ta c6 ban sao cua cau d6 6 chir. Nghe xong, cudi
cung L cling lén tiéng dap “Ra vay”. Nhung Misora
khong ndm bat dugc cam xtc cua doi phuong qua
giong ndéi nhan tao.

“T6i nén lam gi? Thanh that ma néi, t6i nghi roi
mét khoi anh ta 1a kha nguy hiém.”

“Anh ta c6 wa nhin khong?”

“Sao ca?” Nghe cau hai c6 vé lac dé cua L, Misora



bat gidc hoi nguge lai. Sau khi @51 phuong nhéc lai
“T6i hoi vién tham tir tu nay c6 wa nhin khong”, c6
bén thanh that dap “Khong, cyc ki t€”, ma hoan toan
khong hiéu L co y gi.

“Con ngudi nay vira c6 nét ghé rgn, vira c6 nét
16i théi, va ddc biét dang ngo. Khong vudng ki nghi
phép thi t6i da x6ng vao bét git ngay khi trong thay
anh ta. Néu chia mgi ngudi trén thé giéi thanh
hai loai, nhitng ngudi nén chét di va nhitng nguai
khong, thi khéng nghi ngd gi nita, anh ta thugc loai
thit nhat. T6i con thac méc tai sao mot ga bién thai
nhu vy con chua ty sat.”

[13 ”»
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L khong tra 16i. C6 chuyén gi thé nhi?

“Thé& nay viy, cd Misora, sau déy la chi dan danh
cho c6.”

“Vang.”

“Cd 1€ c6 cling nghi nhur t6i, tam thdi hay dé vién
tham t tu nay tuy y hanh déng. Rdi mat khoi anh
ta 1a rat nguy hi€m, nhung quan trong hon, c¢6 cin
quan sat dong thai cua anh ta. T6i cho rang két qua
suy luan tir tdim anh kham nghi€m tr thi 1a cong lao
cua c¢O nhiéu hon la cia anh ta. Tuy nhién, c6 thé



khang dinh vién tham tt tu nay khong phai ngudi
binh thudng.”

“Vang, t6i cing nghi thé.”

“Anh ta c6 dang & gan c6 khong?”

“Khong, t6i dang & mot minh. T6i goi dién trong
nha vé sinh. Cho nay cach phong nga mot ting va
kha xa cau thang.”

“Co6 hay quay lai ch6 anh ta ngay. Gid t6i sé diéu
tra xem c6 ding la cha me cua Believe Bridesmaid
da yéu cau vién tham tir tén Ryuzaki nay giai quyét
vy an hay khong.”

“T6i hiéu r6i.”

“Lan t&i, co co thé tiép tuc st dung dudng day
nay de lién lac. Chao c6.”

Cudc goi két thac.

Misora gap dién thoai.

Pugc roi, nén mau chong quay ra, bing khong
Ryuzaki s€ nghi nggo... Co da r&i khoi phong vao thoi
di€m kha bat thuong d6i véi anh ta. Misora vira nghi
vira r&i khéi phong vé sinh.

Cira md, c6 lién trong thay Ryuzaki.

“A..l”



“Co Misora, hoa ra co ¢ day.”

Di nhién lac nay Ryuzaki khong bo trén ti chi.
Du vdy, Misora van thay thoét tim. Tén nay, rot cudc
anh ta t6i day tir bao gio?

“Sau khi c¢6 Misora di khoi phong, t6i da phat
hién ra manh m6i mGi. Khong thé cho dgi thém, t6i
bén t6i @€ goi ¢d. Co xong roi cha?”

“V...vang...”

“MGi cb theo t6i.”

Ryuzaki ding dinh bugc vé phia cau thang véi
cai lung cong qua d. Misora thidp thom theo sau.

Liéu anh ta c6 nghe dugc cudc d6i thoai tir bén
kia canh cira? No6i bat an khién 1ong ¢6 néng nhuw
lira d6t. Phat hién manh mdi méi chi 1a céi ¢6 ciing
nén... Nhung c6 da néi nho t6i mitc ay, chic anh ta
khong nghe dugce dau... Co diéu, khoan ban dén viéc
nghe thay hay khong, néu ding la anh ta c6 gang
nghe trom co6 néi chuyén véi L...

“A phai roi, c6 Misora.” Ryuzaki néi ma khong
quay lai.

“V...vang.”

“Trudce khi c6 ra khéi nha vé sinh, t6i khong
nghe thiy tiéng xa nudc, c6 chuyén gi vay?”



“Anh Ryuzaki, hoi phy nit nhu thé 1a rat bat lich
S]I_”

Mot mat, Misora nhin nhin ra sai Jam do qua
vOi va ciia minh, mit khac tire thi dua ra 16i bién
h¢. Trong khi d6, Ryuzaki khéng may may ngugng
ngung.

“Thé u? Vay ly do la gi? Néu c6 quén giat nudc
thi gi¢ quay lai van kip. Pay la van dé vé sinh, khong
lién quan dén gi6i tinh.”

Cach @it cau hoi that dang ghét.

Thuyec sy dang ghét, theo nhiéu nghia.

“T6i vira goi dién cho khach hang. Chi la lién lac
dinh ki th6i, nhung trong d6 c6 vai diéu t6i khong
muon dé anh nghe duge.”

“Vay sao? Du gi di nita, sau nay c¢6 nén nhé ki
can giat nudc. Do ciing la cach nguy trang rat tot.”

“Nguy trang?”

No6i t6i day, ca hai da vé dén phong ngu. Vira
buéc vao phong, Ryuzaki lién chuyén sang bo bing
t chi. Khi lam vay, trong anh ta khong giong nguci
dang ap dung phuong phap diéu tra cua Sherlock
Holmes, ma chi giong ké bi ton gido nguyén rua.



“O day.”

Ryuzaki di chuyén loat soat trén tdm tham,
tién vé phia gia sach cua Believe Bridesmaid, v6i 57
cubn x€p chat cing. Pay chinh la dia di€m dau tién
Misora diéu tra sau khi ngat lién lac véi L.

“Anh bao da tim dugc manh méi méGi. Pung
khong?”

“Vang. Manh méi méi, khong, hay tuyén b tdo
bao hon, day l1a ‘sy that’. T6i da phat hién sy that
trén gia sach nay.”

Gigng diéu ra vé ngiu khién Misora kho chju.

Bo qua di.

“Ttc 1a trén gia sach c6 biang chimg hitu ich cho
viéc pha an, phai khong anh Ryuzaki?”

“C6 hay nhin day.”

Vira néi, Ryuzaki vira troé goc phai hang thit hai
tir du6i 1én cua gia sach. O d@6 c6 mdt bo 11 cudn
truyén tranh noi tiéng cua Nhat, Chacha quang
khdn do.

“Céo van deé gi ¢ day u?”

“Pay la bg truyén tranh yéu thich...”



“Cua ai?”
“Cua toi.”

43 ”»
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That kho ti€p tuc cudc d6i thoai. Du khong
mudn, c6 cling cam thay nét mit minh diu héin di.
Nhung Ryuzaki da ti€p tuc noi, ching bu6n dé y dén
tam trang phitc tap cua ngudi doi thoai.

“C6 Misora la ngudi goc Nhat nhi?”

“Go6c Nhat? Cha me t6i déu la ngucoi Nhat. Hién
gio t6i mang qudc tich My, nhung t6i da sinh truong
¢ Nhit cho t6i lic hoc xong pho théng.”

“Néu viy, hin la c6 biét bd truyén tranh nay.
Pay la kiét tac co tinh lich st ciia tac gia Ayahana
Min. T6i da theo doi toan bd cau chuyén qua tap chi.
Shiine qua sttc dé thuong. Toi thich phién ban hoat
hinh khong thua gi phién ban truyén tranh. ‘HGi

”»

tinh yéu, long diing cam va hi vong, Holy Up® ...
“Anh Ryuzaki, chuyén anh dinh ké c¢6 dai khong?
Néu dai, t6i xin phép rdi di mét chat.”
“T6i dang no6i chuyén v&i ¢6 Misora ma, sao cd
lai roi di?”

1. Li thoai noi tiéng trong Chacha quang khdn do.



“A... Um... That ra t6i cling rat thich Chacha
quang khdn do. T6i timg xem ca ban hoat hinh,
tung thich ‘H&1i tinh yéu, long diing cam va hi vong,
Holy Up’, nhung...”

... Nhung t6i hoan toan khong c6 hing tha véi
s& thich cta anh, Misora mu6n noéi nét, nhung lai
bian khodn vién tham t& tu nay c6 hi€u néi y kién
xuat phat tir quan di€ém binh thudng iy khong. Bin
khoan khong thua gi bian khoan vé chinh con ngudi
Ryuzaki.

Khong, noi thé hoi qua.

“Vay sao? Dugc roi, hay thong tha ban vé sitc
hap dan cia ban hoat hinh vao dip khac. Gig ta n6i
vé cai nay da. Co nhin xem.”

“Vang...”

Theo 16i Ryuzaki, Misora quan sat nhimg tap
truyén Chacha quang khdn dé nam canh nhau trén
gia sach.

“Co6 c6 nhan ra diéu gi khong?”

“C6 nhén ra diéu gi khong a...”

biéu duy nhit c6 nhdn thay la nhitng cudn
truyén tranh xép thanh hang. Tir chi ti€t nay, co chi
doan dugc rang Believe Bridesmaid thong thao tiéng



Nhat va thich doc truyén tranh Nhat Ban. Nhung &
M7 c6 rat nhiéu ngudi nhu vay. Cling khong it doc
gia cuéng nhiét chi doc ban gbc thay vi ban dich.
Trong thdi dai Internet phé cap nhu hién nay, rat dé
c6 duge ban goc.

Ryuzaki dung d6i mat giu tric nhin Misora
chim chim, 4nh nhin khién ¢6 kha kho chiu. C6 bat
giac ha thap tdm mat, bat dau ki€ém tra ting quyén
trong by truyén Chacha quang khén dé, nhu thé
muon 1an tranh cai nhin dy. Tuy nhién, sau khi ki€ém
tra hét 11 cudn truyén, c6 chiang thay manh moi méi
hay sy that nao ca.

“T6i khong hiéu... Sao vay? Co diém gi dic biét
trong 11 cu6n truyén tranh nay u?”

“Khong, khong c6.”

“Ha?” Gigng Misora lién tré nén gay git. Co
khong thich bj dem ra lam tro dua. “Anh bao ‘khong
c6’ 1a thé nao...”

“Khong cb.” Ryuzaki 1dp lai cau néi caa minh.
“T6i dang noéi t6i thit von ¢ day nhung gic khong
con, cO6 Misora. Hung thu da gai 16i nhan trong thit
gi @6, rat co thé la tht von & day nhung gic khong
con, chinh ¢6 da nhin thau diéu ay. Ciing chinh c6
da phat hién @6 la thi thé cua Believe Bridesmaid.



Vi thé t6i cit nghi khong can giai thich v6i c6... Hay
xem, ¢6 Misora. O @iy khong c6 du s6 tap cta bo
truyén. Thiéu tp 4 va tap 9.”

“Ha?”

“Chacha quang khdn dé c6 téng cong 13 tap. O
day chi c6 11, tirc 1a thi€u hai tap.”

Nghe vay, Misora ki€m tra lai so tap in trén gay
sach. bung la chi c6 1, 2, 3, sau d6 1a 5, 6, 7, 8, roi
nhay thang 1én 10. Néu b truyén thyc sy co6 tong
cOng 13 tap nhu Ryuzaki néi thi hai tap 1a 4 va 9 da
bién mat.

“Anh n6i ding. Nhung diéu nay c6 y nghia gi,
anh Ryuzaki? Y anh 13 hung thu d3 14y di tap 4 va
tap 9? bung la c6 kha nang, nhung biét dau ngay tu
dau s0 tap da khong day du? Co6 thé nan nhan dinh
mai sau s€ mua n6t. Khong phai ai cling doc truyén
theo ding trinh ty tap. Anh c6 thé thiy ngay & day,
b Dickword ciing ding lai gitra chung...”

“Vo ly.” Ryuzaki khang dinh chac nich. “Trén
doi chang c6 ai doc Chacha quang khdan dé ma lai
bo 16 tap 4 va tap 9. Khong chung tda an ciing coi
day la bang chitg thuyét phuc.”

€« »
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Anh ta coi hé thong tu phap ctia My la cai gi vay?



“Ay 1a néu cac thanh vién boi thdm doan déu
hiéu biét tudng tan vé truyén tranh Nhat Ban.”

“T6i ghét phién toa thién 1éch ki€u dy.” Ryuzaki
gay git dap, phot 10 161 cham choc ciia Misora. “Gia
thuyét hung thua dem hai tap truyén di 1a hoan toan
hgp 1y.”

Tuy nhién, Misora vin bao vé quan diém binh
thuong, ki€én quyét bac bo. “Du hgp 1y, anh Ryuzaki,
chiing ta cting khong c6 co s¢ d€ khing dinh hung
thu dd mang n6 di. Vi dy, tai sao khong thé cho ring
nan nhan d3 cho ban mugn hai tip truyén ay?”

“Cho mugn Chacha quang khdn dé u? Bén cha
me cling khong thé cho mugn. Anh ta sé bao ho ty
di ma mua. N6i cach khac, chi c6 thé cho rang hung
tha da mang ching di.” Ryuzaki qua quyét khang
dinh r6i noi ti€p. “Tuy nhién, tuong ty nhitng gi t6i
vira noéi, trén ddi chang co ai chi mudn doc riéng tap
4 va tap 9. T6i san sang dit cuge mut cia minh vao
dieu d6.” -

“Néu anh mudn néi v€ mén mat ma anh in lac
nay, thi chi cin khoang nim d6 la la mua duge...”

Va tac gia Ayahana Min ciling ching phin khai néi.

“Y t6i 13, nén nhan dinh hung thu 14y di hai tap,



tap 4 va tap 9 cua bg truyén Chacha quang khdn do,
vi muc dich ro rang, hoan toan khac.”

“Trén thyc t€, ding la hai cu6n nay khong c6 trén
gia. Tam bo qua ly luan va tinh thyc tién, ta c6 thé
1ap gia thuyét theo huéng anh néi. Nhung anh khong
thiy ki quai u, anh Ryuzaki? Bai gia sach do...”

Cai gia chat cing, khong chira ra mot khe ha,
muon lay sach cling rat vat va. Néu thyce sy ¢6 hai
cudn truyén tranh bj 1dy di, thi phai c6 khoang trong
tuong tng maGi dung... Khong, dgi da.

“Ryuzaki, anh c6 biét tong s6 trang tap 4 va tap
9 cua Chacha quang khan dé khong?”

“T6i biét, 192 trang va 184 trang.”

[13 ”»

That ra khi didt cau hoi, Misora khéng trong
mong nhan dugc cau tra 16i. Ma thoi, 192 va 184...
Téng cong 376 trang. C6 d6i goc quan sat, nhin
lu6t qua toan b gia sach, co ging tim cudn c6 do
day tuong duong 376 trang truyén tranh trong s6
57 cudn sach. C6 khong mat nhiéu thdi gian. Trong
57 cudn sach trén gia, chi mét cuén c6 d6 day thich
hgp. Tro choi han ché’ciia Permit Winter.

C6 ki€ém tra. Khong ngoai duy liéu, tong s6 trang
cta cudn sach nay vira ding 376 trang.
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Misora lat ngau nhién vai trang, hi vong tim thay
gi d6, nhung khong phat hién di€m nao bat thuong.

“Sao vay, c¢6 Misora?”

“A, that ra... Téi nghi phai chiing hung thu d3 dit
cudn sach khac 1én gia thay cho hai cudn bi 13y di...
No6i cach khéc, diy chinh la 16i nhén hin @€ lai...”

Suy ludn nay lam lung lay gia thuyét Believe
Bridesmaid la ngudi bi &m anh cuGng ché t6i noi
nhét chat ciing sach 1én gia. Biét dau gia sach von rat
trong trai, nhung @€ tao ra cau do, hung thu da mang
sach tir ché khac t6i, xép day 1én day. Vay thi chua
chac bg truyén Chacha quang khdn do da thudc so
hitu ctia Believe Bridesmaid. Can nhéc ca viéc khong
thiy tdm danh diu trang nao thi s€ phai tinh dén
kha nang hung thu nguyy tao hién truéng nham dé
lai 101 nhan. Nhung han c6 1am thé that cling ching
sao. Vi néu suy luin dy chinh xac, viéc hung tha dé
lai 161 nhan & day s€ dugc khiang dinh mudi muoi.
Vin @€ 13, néu khong tim ra diém khac thudng trong
cudn sach kha nghi, thi suy luan nay syp do, chi con
la 1y thuyét sudng.

“T6i thiy quan diém d6 khong té. Ma khong, rat
hay la dédng khac. Tham chi c6 thé€ coi 1a huéng tiép
can duy nhat, c6 c6 nghi vay khong?”



Ryuzaki chia tay ra. Misora ty hoi nén phan
ung thé nao néu anh ta mudn bat tay, nhung trong
trudng hgp nay, c6 1€ anh ta chi mudn 13y cuén Tro
choi han ché. Misora dua sach ra. Ryuzaki dung mot
tay nhon lay, bat dau doc. Bang téc do siéu nhanh,
chép mét anh ta da doc xong cudn sach 376 trang.
Trong vong chua day nam phit.

D6t nhién ¢c6 mudn cho Ryuzaki doc thir sach
cua Kyogoku Natsuhiko'.

“T6i hiéu ro6i.”

“Ha? Anh hiéu cai gi?”

“Khong. Toi hiéu rang khong c6 gi trong nay ca.
bung nhin t6i nhu thé, t6i khong dua dau. Vé noi
dung, day chi 14 tiéu thuyét giai tri thong thudng,
khong c6 chd cho 161 nhan hay phép an dy nhu bu
nhin rom. T4t nhién, khong thdy thu hay bat cit thi
gi kep bén trong, ngoai lé ciing chang c6 dong ghi
chép nao ca.”

“Ngoai le...”

“bung viy, ngoai € chi c6 so thoi.”

“S6?” Misora giat minh khi nghe t4i tir nay. S6,

1. Tac gia truyén trinh thim ctia Nhit Ban, noi tiéng véi
nhiing tac phdm day ca nghin trang.



s0 trang. SO trang... Chir s6? Chit s0, nhic tGi chir
s0... S0 La Ma...?

“Anh Ryuzaki, néu coi vét rach trén ngyc nan
nhan la chit s La M3, ta sé c6 nhitng sd nao?”

“16, 59, 1423, 159, 13, 7, 582, 724, 1001, 40, 51,
31.”

Nhé ro that. Tham chi khong can xem lai anh.
Dudng nhu anh ta nhé duge moi thir timg xem qua,
du 1a s6 trang cta cudn truyén tranh hay bit cir thir
gi khac.

“Thi sao?”

“A, t6i vira nghi, c6 thé nhitng con s& @6 chi s§
trang... Nhung khong phai. Cudn sach c6 376 trang
ma ta lai ¢6 s6 bon chit so, vi vy ¥ tudng nay lién
sup do.”

“Phai... Khong, ¢c6 Misora. Trong trudng hgp

do, ta c6 thé 1at sach tGi vong thit hai kia ma? Vidu—

476, c6 thé hidu 13 376+100, cho biét n6 dai dién cho
trang 100.”

“Thi sao?”

“T6i khong ro6. Nhung hay thir suy nghi. S6 16
dai dién cho trang 16... 59, 1423, 159, 13, 7, 582, 724,
1001, 40, 51, 31...”



Ryuzaki nheo d6i mat giu tric.

Anh ta ching thém ki€m tra lai cudn sach. Du co
toc d6 doc thian toc di nita, anh ta dau thé ghi nhé
toan bo ndi dung...? Hay la c6? L€ nao anh ta thye sy
lam duge? Dau sao Misora ciing chi c6 thé ti€p tuc
quan sat Ryuzaki.

“T6i hiéu ro6i.”

“Anh hiéu ring khong c6 gi ¢ day chang?”

“Khong, t6i hiéu rang c6 gi d6 ¢ day. Thay vi ‘gi
do’, nén noi la ‘mot diéu ré rang hon’. C6 Misora...”
Ryuzaki dua cudn Tro choi han ché cho Misora.

098 “Xin hdy md trang 16.”

“T6i ma roi day.”

“Twr dau tién xuat hién & trang d6 1a gi?”

“Quadratic.”

“Tiép theo la trang 59. Tt dau tién ¢ trang do
thi sao?”

“Ukulele.”

“Ti€p theo, nh& ¢6 ma trang 295. Vi s6 1423,
lat sach ba vong, tGi vong thir tu, chiing ta c6 trang
295. Tir dau tién la gi?”

“Tenacious.”



Sau d0, 6 lap lai cac buGce tuong ty. S6 159 la
trang 159, s6 13 la trang 13, s0 7 1a trang 7, s6 582 la
trang 206, s0 724 la trang 38, s0 1001 la trang 249,
s0 40 la trang 40, s0 51 1a trang 51, s0 31 la trang 31.
Misora doc to tir ¢ ddu tién & moi trang. Cac tir cd
bat gip lan lugt 1a “rabble”, “table”, “egg”, “arbiter”,
“equable”, “thud”, “effect”, “elsewhere”, “name”.

“Pugce roi.”

“Pugc roi...? Gio ching ta lam gi v6i nhimg tw
nay?”

“Co thr noi chit cai dau cua ching xem.”

“Chit cai dau u... Um...”

Misora kiém tra ting trang [an nita. Tri nhé cia
6 ciing khong té, nhung chic chan khong thé thugc
long toan b6 mudi hai tir mot lace. Tat nhién, bao co
cht y ghi nhé ngay tir dau thi chuyén da khac.

“Q-U-T-R-T-E-A-E-T-E-E-N... Qutrtea Eteen...?
bay la gi?”

“C6 khong nghi n6 giong v4i tén nan nhan tha
hai sao?”

“A... Nghe anh néi vy méi thdy...”

Nan nhén thir hai, ¢6 bé 13 tudi Quarter Queen.

“Pung la cach phat Am giong nhau. S6 chit cing



tuong dong. Quarter Queen, Q-U-A-R-T-E-R-Q-U-
E-E-N... Chi khac nhau b6n chir cai.”

“bung vay. Tuy nhién...” Néi t6i day, Ryuzaki
map mé ngimg 16i. “Néu trong mudi hai chit cai co
dén bon chir khong khop, thi that dang tiéc, ta phai
chdp nhén rang c6 t6i mot phan ba s6 chit khong
khép. Khong, mét chir cai sai 1éch cling da khién
hu6ng suy luan nay khéng con gia tri. N6 chi c6 y
nghia nhu 16i nhan néu mei chi ti€t hoan toan trung
khép. T6i von nghi c6 diéu gi d6 ¢ day, nhung chac
chi 1a trung hgp.”

“Co thé... trung hgp dén thé u?”

Nhu vay thi qua mic... Qua mirc ro rang.

Ly nao lai trung hgp nhu vay? C6 khong khoi
cam thay hung thi c6 ¥ d6 nao d6. Y d6... Hoic sy
bat thuong.

“Nhung c6 Misora, khong khép 1a khong khép,
cling ching c6 cach nao khac. Tiéc 1a ching ta chua
tim ra manh mai hitu ich, nhung...”

“Khong, anh Ryuzaki. Hay nghi ki hon. Nhitng
chit cai khong khép déu thuge trang duge danh s6
16n hon 376, ding khong? Do 1a cac s6 ma ching ta
phai lat saich thém mét vong, hodc hai ba vong méi
t6i. Co nghia la...”



Misora gi¢ sach va kiém tra [an ba. Trang 295.
Twr dau tién 1a “tenacious”. Chit cai thi nhat la T, thi
hai la E, thirba 1a N, va thit twla A.

“Lat sach ba vong, ¢ vong thi tu... chang phai
nén chon chit cai tha tu thay vi chit cai dau tién sao?
Khong phai T mala A. R6i dén tu ‘arbiter’ ing v4i s6
582, lat sach mot vong, t&i vong thit hai, chon chi
cai thit hai. R chir khong phai A. Nhu vay, ‘Q-U-T-R-
T-E-A’ s€ 1a ‘Q-U-A-R-T-E-R’. Khong phai Qutrtea,
ma la Quarter.”

Ciing theo cach do, tir “equable” img vGi s6 724,
lat sach mét vong, t6i vong thir hai, chon chit cai thi
hai, Q. Ttr “thud” itng v&i s6 1001, khong chon chir T,
ma chon chit U. Néu th€, “E-T-E-E-N” sé la “Q-U-E-
E-N”, n6i cach khac chinh 1a Queen. Quarter Queen.

Suy doan cua L la chinh xéc.

Dau vét do hung thu @€ lai, 16i nhén... L&i nhin
ma hung tha day cong luu lai qua vét thuong trén tir
thi va hai cudn sach bj 1ay khoi gia. Tuong ty cau do
0 chir dugc gui t6i canh sat Los Angeles, ching déu
la 161 nhan cho biét thong tin vé nan nhan tiép theo...

“Co6 tim dugc roi, c6 Misora.” Ryuzaki ndi bang
giong déu déu. “Chudi suy luidn that tuyét voi. Toi
da khong nhén ra... Qua la khong thé sanh v4i co
Misora.”
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page. 3 Phdn chiéi

Néu ban vé Iy do L kién quyét tir choi xuat hién
truGec mat ngudi khac véi tu cach L, thi cau tra 1oi
don gian 1a “vi nguy hiém”. bang, vi nguy hiém.
B6 ndo uu viét nao ciing can dugc ca quoc gia tap
trung bao vé nhu tic phdm nghé thuit, khong goi
gon trong pham vi gigi tham tu. Thé nhung, ché do
xa hoi hién thai lai chua dap ing dua diéu kién hién
thuc hba diéu nay, nén chi c6 thé dya vao ban than
dé bao vé by ndo ctia minh. D6 1a 1ap luan wa thich
cua L.

Theo tinh toan don gian, ndng lyc cia L ndm
2002 tuong duong ndm co quan diéu tra tim trung,
hodc bay co quan tinh béo (tai thdi di€m vy 4n Kira
xay ra, con sO nay con cao hon nhiéu). That dé hinh
dung vé L nhu d6i tugng d€ ton trong, d€ ngudng
m¢. Nhung ro rang qua nhiéu tai nang tap trung
trong ca nhan duy nhat la rat nguy hiém. Bgi diéu
nay di ngugc lai nguyén tic quan ly khung hoang
hién dai, cho ridng phai phan tan rui ro. N6i cach



khac, néu c6 ké hoach gay an, t6i pham c6 thé giam
dang ké kha nang bi ngin chin, chi bang viéc sat hai
thanh cong mét ca nhan truge khi hanh dong. Ca
nhan 4y la L. Vi vay L m&i che gidu danh tinh thye.
Binh thuong anh khong hé nhiat nhat, ciing khong
phai ké xa lanh xa héi. Anh lam viy don gian la dé€
bao vé mang s6ng ciia minh.

V&1 nhitng tham t& nhu L, bao vé tinh mang ban
than dong nghia vGi bao vé hoa binh thé gidi, nén
khong thé coi d6 1a hén nhat hay ich ki. Ma... Um,
toi cling chdng mudn lam phép so sanh nay, nhung
tén sat nhan Kira ciing vay tho6i. Khong doi nao hian
cong khai viéc minh s& hitu nang lyc phi thuong nhu
chi can viét tén vao s6 la c6 thé giét ngudi. Ké thong
minh khong khoe tri thong minh. Ngudi khon ngoan
khong deo bang tén. Néu c6 liéu mang khing dinh
ning lye, thi tic 1a ho da bi don vao dudng cing. Ho
khong bao gid réu rao vé cong viéc cua minh.

Vi vy, khi hanh dong, L thuong bo tri ai d6 dai
dién cho minh. Trong vy an lan nay, lya chon roi
vao dic vy FBI Misora Naomi. Ngay tirlic L yéu cau
hgp tic, Misora da hi€uro. Rangminhlala chan cua
L. Rangviéclién hé tryc tiép v4i L 1a nguy hi€ém toi
mirc nao doi vai co...

Ké tur Ian gip d4u tién, c6 da thir hét cach nay



t6i cach khac hong moi sy that tir miéng Ryuzaki.
Song du lac quan dén dau, co ciing chi ddm ding
lai & mic suy doan “Nhiéu kha nang anh ta thyc sy
khong nghe thiy cudc d6i thoai gitta minh va L...”
Néu Ryuzaki phat hién m6i quan hé gitta Misora
va L r6i tubn thong tin ra ngoai, thi chi trong phuat
chéc, s6 phian cua Misora sé... Khong, chang dén
phut chdc, ma ngay 1ap tic, c6 s€ 1am vao hoan canh
bi dat khon luong. Nghi t6i day, Misora von gan da
cling khong khdi lo lang.

Ay 1a chua ké dén niing lyc suy luan séic bén cua
Ryuzaki... Myt ngay sau qua trinh giai ma tdm anh
trong phong ngu nha Believe Bridesmaid, Misora
bat dau nghi t6i kha nang minh da bi Ryuzaki khéo
léo dat miii. Lic d6 c6 c6 cam giac minh da tytim ra
cau tra 10i... Nhung ngam lai thi nhg Ryuzaki ggi y
c6 mGi @€ y t6i so trang 1an so vong lat sach. Co nhit
thiét phai yéu cau ¢ bo cong doc to tir dau tién cua
moi trang hay khong? Misora khong khoi nghi ngo
rang d6 chi 1a man kich nham khién ¢6 tudng minh
dang tham gia vao qua trinh suy luan... Sy that la
Ryuzaki da soan san 1¢i giai, con Misora chi dong
vai tro ngudi cong bo két qua.

Hay c6 chi dang qua da nghi do phai chiu ap lyc
tir L...? Luan ra tén nan nhan thi hai tir gia sach



trong phong ngu cua Believe Bridesmaid la thu
hoach hét st gia tri d6i v6i qua trinh pha an. Sau o
c6 da tiép tuc diéu tra va xac dinh trong toan ving
bai Los Angeles chi c6 minh nan nhan th hai mang
tén Quarter Queen. Nhung c6 van mo ho cam thay
bat an.

Ngay 16/8, Misora Naomi dén hién truong nan
nhan th hai bi sat hai, ¢ Pai 16 3, Downtown. Vi
khong quen thudc khu vire nay nén c6 phai lién tuc
xem ban d6 d€ tim kiém dia diém. H6m nay la ngay
thit hai tinh tir khi bat d4u diéu tra. Trong b6i canh
khong ro an mang thi tu sé xay ra khi nao, ¢6 von
mong t&i thang Downtown sau khi r&i nha Believe
Bridesmaid, nhung truéc dé con phai hoan thanh
mot khéi lugng 16n cong viée diéu tra va thu thiap
chimg ct, r6i do di lai khong tién, két qua 1a hom sau
mdi t6i hién truong vu tha hai.

Tinh tir 4&n mang gan nhit, hom nay da la ngay
thit ba. Thoi gian gitta cac Ian gay an dang la chin
ngay, bon ngay, chin ngay, viy vu tiép theo s€ cach
vu gan nhat bon ngay. Néu tén ti pham bi &m anh
kia ti€p tyc tudn thu chu ki nay, an mang thir tu sé
xay ra ngay ngay mai, trudc sy bat lyc cua Misora.
Hién gid c6 khong c6 cach nao ngidn chin. Nén chi



bi€t 1am hét kha nang. Do chua c6 co s& d€ doi pho
vGi nguy co sap ap dén...

Mit khac, theo két qua diéu tra cua L, dtng la
cha me Believe Bridesmaid da yéu cau tham tir tu
mang tén Ryuzaki Rue diéu tra vy 4n. Khong nhimg
thé, ngudi than ciia nan nhan thit hai Quarter Queen
va nan nhan thir ba Backyard Bottomslash cling yéu
ciu anh ta diéu tra an mang. Tinh hinh qua minh
bach, khién Misora lai cang thay dang ngd. Nhung
néu do la sy that thi c6 cling chang thé chat van hay
cong kich d6i phuong.

Tuy nhién, vi nang lyc diéu tra cia minh, ngay
ca L cling chua thé lam sang t6 hoan toan nghi van
xoay quanh Ryuzaki. Vi thé L muén co ti€p tuc dé
Ryuzaki tuy y hanh dong du6i danh nghia hgp tac
diéu tra, cung nhau suy luan. C6 1€ L da dua ra két
ludn nhidt dinh vé Ryuzaki, Misora thoang nghi.
Chéng qua vi vdn @€ rii ro nén L khong thé néi véi
cd... Misora chua bao gio ngay tho nghi rang L san
long tiét 10 tat ca thong tin cho ¢6. Vay thi thong tin
vé Ryuzaki chic ciing khong phai ngoai l€...

Song suy cho ciing, nghi van cia c6 chi 1a nghi
van vO cdn cit. bang la Ryuzaki dang nghi, nhung
anh ta chua lam gi cu thé. Tat ca mGi dung lai &
mirc ngd vuc. Co6 diéu, c6 khong ngin duge cam



giac phién mudn khi nghi t&i viéc hém nay lai phai
ching kién canh Ryuzaki bo 16m ngdm khép hién
truong an mang. Tha that, dém qua Misora da mo
thay canh do, gidc mao khién c6 binh thudng rat kho
thitc gidc cling phai choang tinh day.

bung lic nay, 10 gid sang ngay 16/8...
Misora Naomi bj tan cong.

Khi dang di tat qua con hém vang vé, ti mu vi
thiéu sdng d€ t&i hién trudng 4n mang, c6 da bj danh
tap hau bang tui cat. Khong, ¢ danh khong tring
dich, bai Misora da kip thai hup ngudi tranh thoat.

Thi cat 1a vii khi gon nhe. Cach lam rit don gian,
chi viéc do cat vao tai da 1a xong. Tinh chét don gian
nay gitp tdi pham dé dang che giau vi khi, ma lai
khong giy anh huéng t6i hiéu qua tan cong. Misora
nghe ti€ng vun vat khi tdi cat cat ngang khong khi,
sugt qua toc minh. Khi tr¢ thanh tay chan, d6i méat
va cala chéan cua L, di nhién ¢6 da xac dinh tinh thin
doi mit v6i nguy hi€m. Vi thé ¢6 khong may ngac
nhién ma chi nghi “Biét ngay ma” truéc khi nhanh
chéng chuyén huéng tu duy.

Lgi ich bat ngd cua viéc bi tdn cong la dé dang
danh bay khoi dau canh Ryuzaki bo 16m ngom.
Misora chong hai tay xuong mét duong nhya, 1ay da



tung d6i chan dai 1én khéng. Trong tw th&16n nguge,
c6 nham vao cim ké tan cong, xoay minh tung ra
mot ci da. Khong tring. Chang sao, muc dich chinh
cua dong tac nay la tao khoang cach, tir 46 xac dinh
do6i phuong 13 ai.

Ké tan cong chi c6 mot, tat nhién 1a deo mit na
kin mit. Misora khong ngo d6i phuong ra tay don
ddc, nhung khi thidy ngoai tai cat & tay phai, doi
phuong con cim mot cay gy sat day cui ¢ tay trai,
c6 lién nhan dinh tinh hudng nay thye sy khong an
toan, du c6 to ra gan da dén dau di nita. Tén nay
khong phai con d6 binh thudng.

Giong nhu hom qua, Misora khong mang sting.
Tat nhién, ¢6 cling chang c6 phu hiéu hay cong
tay. Chay tron c6 1€ 1a Iya chon hgp Iy nhat. Nhung
Misora khong hién lanh d&n mitc 1ap tie bo chay
khi bi tin cong. Biét danh cua co & FBI la “Misora-
tham-sat”. Tuy bi€t danh nay chira day ac y, nhung
cling khong han la that thiét. Khong c6 lira lam sao
c6 khoi.

Khi tiép dat, Misora xudng tan, xoac hai chan
theo chiéu doc, gio tay phai ra truéc mit thu thé.
b6i phuong do dy gidy lat réi mdi lao vao ¢o, Ian
nay khong vung tdi cat ma vung gay sat. Misora lat
nguoi tranh, sau d6 tan dung con hém chat hep dé



thyc hién ca da lang ngang, got chan phai nham téi
thai duong dich thu. Lan nay c6 da nghiém tic tdn
cong, nhung d6i phuong van tranh duge.

Va r6i, tran giao chién ot ngot két thac ¢ do.

Misora khong hé c6 ¥ trén chay, nhung ddi thu
cta c0 lai khong du nhiét tinh d€ danh ti€p. Misora
vira ding thing trd lai, ké tan cong lién quay lung
bo chay. C6 thoang nghi dén viéc dudi theo va da
dgm ti€n 1én miy buéc, nhung lai can nhéc réi tir bo
¥ dinh. Nhiéu kha nang d6i phuong 1a dan 6ng. Co6
khong nghi minh sé thua khi dau tay d6i, nhung chay
dua 1a chuyén khac. Chay khong phai so trudng cua
6. C6 khong mudn lang phi thé lyc mét cach vo ich.

Misora chinh lai ddu t6c bi rdi sau khi vin dong
manbh, 14y di ddng trong ti goi cho L. Tuy nhién, c6
chi nghe thiy tiéng tat tat kéo dai. DPuong day khong
dugc két ndi. Du gi L cling la tham tir ndi tiéng thé
ki, v ciing ban ron, khong lién lac dugc ngoai gic cd
dinh ciing la diéu dé hiéu.

May la Misora khong bi thuong, bao cao dé sau
cling duge. Thay vao d6, bay gid ¢6 nén mau chong
dén hién truong an mang. Sau vu tan cong vira roi,
moi nghi ngd cua c¢6 d6i véi Ryuzaki cang tang. Co
khong thé xac dinh ké tan cong la nhan vat lién quan



dén vu an, hay chi 1a ké v6 can nhung biét vé méi
quan hé giita c6 va L... Tuy nhién, du 13 ai, viéc han
xuat hién vao thoi di€m nay van cho thdy xac suat
dang ké la Ryuzaki nhing tay vao... Co 1€ ¢d ciing
nén ty diéu tra vé Ryuzaki, nham muc dich ty vé,
thay vi phu thudc hoan toan vao L. Hay la lién lac
v6i Raye d€ nhd anh bi mat tra giap? Misora vira
nghi vira budc ra khoi hém.

bing nhu dy doan, Misora Naomi khong duéi
theo.

Sau khi chay khoi con hém, ra dén dudng 16n,
ké tdn cong leo 1én chiéc xe hoi da nd may tir trudc,
14i di. buge mdt lde, han nhin vao guong chiéu hau
dé€ kiém tra, réi cho xe vao mét bai dé6 da tim hiéu
tr trude. Chi€c xe nay 1a xe dn cip, khong lo d€ lai
dau vét, nén cit bo luén ¢ day ciing duge. Ké tin
cong di b6 ra khoi bai, c¢6 chta y @€ tranh may quay
an ninh. T4t nhién, mit na, tai cat va gay sat déu da
bo lai trong xe. Hin ném t4t ca vao ngin dung gang
tay. Puong nhién, khong con diu van tay nao luu
lai trén do.

Ngay tir dau, hin da khong dinh lam gi Misora



Naomi vao hém nay. Han chi khiéu khich so so
d€ danh gia ning lyc diéu tra cua c6. Tuy tdn cong
Misora tir sau lung, nhung hin khong c6 y dinh lam
¢0 bi thuong.

Ma mudn giét phang c6 luon...

Song co ta s€ khong chét.

C6 ta vira né don la hén biét roi.

Tuy nhién phai thira nhén, du bé qua sy that 1a
chua dén lac tir than vay goi, c6 gai d6 van rat an
tugng. Co ta tranh dugc don tin cong ma khong can
quay dau, hon nira con d6i sang phan cong ngay lap
tic... Khong hé 1a quan c¢o L chon. Tri 6c va ca sy
gan goc trudc hoan canh déu vugt tréi. Han nhién
phai thé.

Cob ve co ta du tu cach. Tu cach d6i dau véi han.

Ké tin cOng van c6 rang rac.

Héan budc trén dudng trong tu thé ngoeo dau ki
quai.

Ké tan cong Misora...

Beyond Birthday, hung thu LABB lién hoan an,
sai bugc trén duong v6i ny cudi tan nhan.

“Chao ¢6 Misora. C6 dén mudn.”



Misora vira dit chan vao cin ho 605 noi Quarter
Queen timg song, Ryuzaki da 1én ti€ng ma ching
budn quay dau lai, gigng déu déu, “Xin hay tuan thu
gio hen. Thai gian 1a tién bac, 1a van dé sinh tu ddy.”

“Ha...”

Ryuzaki khong & tu thé bo bon chan. Bai anh ta
dang ki€ém tra ngén trén cua tu kéo dyng quan 4o.
Misora khong dam n6i minh dén vao thoi di€ém phu
hgp, vi ngén Ryuzaki dang ki€m tra chinh 1a ché cat
d6 16t cua nan nhén, ¢d bé 13 tubi Quarter Queen.
Trong Ryuzaki lac nay giong ke bién thai choi dua
vGi quan 16t bé gai hon 13 tham ti dang tra 4n.

Misora ¢6 cam gidc minh vira bi phu dau. C6 vén
dinh mugn viéc bj tan cong trong con hém dé té thai
d6 cimg ran hon thudng 1€ véi Ryuzaki, nhung khi
thé cua c6 da bi dap tat mét cAch chéng vanh. Néu
man phu dau nay ndm trong tinh toan ctua Ryuzaki
thi anh ta kh4 ddng n€, nhung kha nang ay rat kho
ton tai. Ngugc lai, nén cho rdng anh ta qua that dang
choi dua véi quan 16t ciia bé gai.

Misora th@ dai nhin quanh. Can h¢ khong 16n
ldm, nhoé hon ca phong ngu ctua Believe Bridesmaid.
Tuy chua t6i ndi thé hién sy chénh 1éch giau ngheo,
nhung thyc t€ nay van khién c6 cam thay rit kho



nhin ra mai lién hé gita nan nhan th& nhat va tha
hai.

“Néu t6i khong nham... Nan nhan song cung ba
me don than, hién chij ta da tré vé nha me dé, phai
khong? C6 vé chi ta bi s6c ndng.”

“Phai. Vi song trong cu xa von danh cho sinh
vién dai hoc & mot minh, hai me con da thu hat sy
chi ¥ cua khé nhiéu nguoi. Sing nay t6i da tham do
doi chat va hoi dugce khong it chuyén tha vi. Tuy hdu
hét déu trung v6i ndi dung diéu tra ctia canh sat ma
c6 Misora cho t6i xem hom qua. Vao thdi di€ém an
mang xay ra, me nan nhan dang di du lich. Nguci
dau tién phat hién 4n mang la mot sinh vién nit s6ng
bén canh, do nghe thay nhitng 4m thanh dang ngg...
Ba me gdp lai con géi trong nha xac bénh vién.”

(43 »
.

Vira nghe Ryuzaki néi, Misora vita ki€ém tra
tuong, dang hon 1a ki€m tra diu vét chd tirng gdm
bu nhin. Trong bon bac tudng, chi c6 tudng trd
clra ra vao la nguyén ven, ba tudng con lai déu co
16. Tuong ty & phong ngu cua Believe Bridesmaid,
nhitng cai 16 4y chinh la vi tri gdim bu nhin rom.

“Co gi dang chu y sao, cd6 Misora?”

“A vang... Hdm qua, chiing ta...” Misora nhéin



manh & chir “ching”. “Pa giai ma dugc 16i nhan
hung thu @€ lai hién trudng an mang th@ nhat,
nhung... Ta van chua da dong dén chua dé bu nhin
rom hay cdn phong khoa trai.”

“Dung vay.”

Sau khi dong ngan kéo, Ryuzaki bat dau bo bang
t chi.

Khic v6i hién truong 4n mang truge, hién
truong vu thit hai 1a noi ¢ cua hai nguoi, @6 dac kha
nhiéu va 16n x6n. Bo quanh chd nay c6 vé bit tién.
Tuy nhién, Ryuzaki khong hé nan long ma van duy
tri tu thé dy d€ di chuyén t6i bén kia can phong.
Misora ugc gi anh ta nan long di cho c¢6 nho.

“Nhung c6 Misora nay, c6 l1é khéng can suy nghi
qua nhiéu vé vin dé can phong khoa trai. Day khong
phai tiéu thuyét trinh tham. Thyec t€, rat c6 thé hung
thu da sir dung chia khoa dy phong. Trén doi dau c6
0 khoa nao khong c6 chia dy phong.”

“Um, anh néi khéng sai... Nhung liéu hung thu
cuia vy an nay c6 s dung thi tim thuong nhu chia
khoéa dy phong khéng? Von di khéng can dan dung
can phong khoa trai. Nhung han van c6 y lam vay.
Héan phai c6 bi 4n nao d6 dang sau hanh dng nay
cha?”



“Bian...”

“Hodc c6 thé 1a tro choi, tha tiéu khién...”

“Phai. Cling c6 thé.”

Misora ki€m tra canh ctra vira buéc qua. So voi
ctra ¢ hién truong 4n mang thir nhat thi thiét ké khac
(do mot bén la ctra vao cin hd, mot bén la cira vao
nha riéng), con cau tao va kich thuéc gan nhu tuong
dong, cung dung khoa chét vin.

bay la loai khda kha phé bién, nguyén ly hoat
dong don gian, ndm lay chét réi xoay 1a mao duge.
Loai khba nay con khién nha cira dé bi bon trém
ghé thim, nh¢ tha thuat “xoay chét van”. Khoan
16 trén cira, tho tay vao qua ché héng la xoay dugc
chdt. Nhung duong nhién, ¢ hién trudng 4n mang
th@ nhat, th hai va tha ba déu khong c6 vét khoan
trén ctra.

“Anh Ryuzaki thi sao? Néu mudn khéa canh cira
nay tir bén ngoai, anh sé st dung bién phap nao?”

“T6i sé dung chia khoéa.”

“Khong, khong phai thé, lic d6 anh khong co
chia khoa.”

“T6i sé dung chia dy phong.”

“Khong, khong phai thé, lic d6 anh khong co
chia dy phong.”
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“T6i s€ khong khoa ctra.”

[{3 ”»
.

Ciing phai, ngudi binh thudng s€ nghi nhu vay.
Misora dung tay ddy, rung canh cira.

“Anh Ryuzaki, trong ti€u thuyét trinh tham c6
mot thu thuit dan dyng cédn phong khoa trai noi
tiéng, sit dung kim va chi... Hay nhin xem, tuy goi la
phong kin, nhung thong thudng cira phong cua cac
gia dinh khong hoan toan kin khi. bay khong phai
gia sach cua Believe Bridesmaid, khong bi d6ng kin
dén mirc chin hét mei khe hé... Vat manh ¢6 sgi chi
van c6 th€ luén qua. Néu luén sgi chi qua khe cira,
budc vao chét vin, cuén quanh...”

“Khong thé. Du c6 khe cira thi n6 ciing rat hep.
Hon nira, ¢ goc do @6, mot phan lyc kéo s€ bi phan
tan, chuyén huéng tac dong 1én canh cira. Bai phan
16n chiéu dai sgi chi ti€p xtic vGi bé mat cira, ¢o cit
thir thi sé biét. Bat ké budc chi vao chét vin kiéu gi,
lye van kéo thiang canh cira ra ngoai. Tirc la c6 dang
¢6 kéo canh cira chi m¢ dugce vao trong theo huéng
ngugc lai.”

“Ciing phai... C6 diéu v6i loai khoa don gian thé
nay, manh khoée ciing ching c6 dit dung vo. Cita



phong khoa trai trong tiéu thuyét trinh tham thudng
dugc thiét ké phirc tap hon.”

“Co v0 s6 cach dan dyng can phong khoa trai.
Bén canh d6, khong thé loai trir kha nang hung thu
st dung chia khéa dy phong. Hon thé, c6 Misora,
van dé 1a ‘tai sao hung thu lai c6 y tao ra can phong
khoa trai’ du khong nhat thiét phai lam. Cau do, néu
thye sy ton tai, duge han dat ra vi myc dich gi?”

“T6i noi roi, choi dua, tiéu khién...”

“Vi myc dich gi?”

4 »

Néu hoi muyc dich, thi phai hoi myc dich cua tat
ca nhitng gi han lam. Gt cau d6 6 chir dén S¢ Canh
sat Los Angeles, @€ lai 16i nhan trén gia sach, sat hai
ba ngudi cho dén thai di€m hién tai... Néu hung tha
c6 muyc dich r6 rang thi rot cudc muc dich do la gi?
Ngay ca khi hin gi€t ngudi mot cach bira bai, ciing
phai c6 nguyén nhan cha... L d3 bao ¢ di tim mat
xich con thiéu két ndi cac nan nhan, nhung t6i gid
c6 van giam chan tai ché.

Misora tya vao tudng, 14y tdim anh trong tui ra.
T4m anh chup nan nhéan thi hai, bi sat hai trong
chinh cin phong nay.

Trong anh 1a mét ¢6 bé téc vang deo kinh, ndm



sdp. Néu nhin ki, c6 thé thidy dau nan nhan bién
dang theo hinh dang hung khi, d6i mat bi khoét sau.
Mat nan nhan bi nghién nat sau khi c¢6 bé tir vong,
nghia l1a giéng nhitng vét rach trén nguc Believe
Bridesmaid, chi 1a hanh d9ng huy hoai thi thé,
khong lién quan tryc ti€p t6i nguyén nhan cai chét.
Khong biét han da sir dung cong cu gi. Khuén mat
dé thuong thé nay ma nd nghién nit mat ngudi ta,
ké thu ac dién r6 t6i cd nao chua?

Nghi t6i day, Misora cdm thay nén nao. Lam dic
vu FBI nhung Misora hoan toan khong phai kiéu
ngudi c6 long chinh nghia manh mé. Dau vay, van
c6 nhitng diéu ma c6 khong thé dung thit. Hanh vi
cua hung thu ddi v6i nan nhan th hai, khong nghi
ngo gi nita, chinh la mot trong sé d6.

“Giét tré con... buang la khung khiép.”

Nhung dudng nhu Ryuzaki cling khong thiy co
van dé gi lam, bdi anh ta chi dung giong diéu kha
lanh dam d€ noéi v6i Misora, “Giét ngudi 16n cling
khung khiép, c6 Misora. Khong c6 gi khac biét gitra
viéc sat hai tré con hay ngudi lon.”

“Anh Ryuzaki...”

“T6i da ki€m tra tong thé can h).” Ryuzaki ding
1én, lau di lau lai ca hai tay vao quan jeans. Dudng



nhw anh ta van ¥ thitc dugc ring tay sé ban khi bo
trén san. “Khong c6 gi dang gia ca.”
“Hba ra nay gio anh tim kiém d6 vat dang gia a?”
Anh 13 ké trom hay sao?
Hon nira con la ke trdm kha chuyén nghiép.

“Khong, don gian la d€ dé phong thoi. Xét kha
niang hung thu gay 4n d€ cudp tai san thi so véi nan
nhan thi nhit va th ba, nan nhan thi hai khong
phu hgp. Vi th€ t6i méi doan trong nha nan nhan
th hai c6 tién tiét kiém, nhung xem ra t6i da l[am.
Chuang ta hay nghi ngoi mot lic. C6 Misora, ¢6 co
mudn dung ca phé khong?”

“A vang, cb, cam on anh.”
“Vay xin dgi mot chat.”

No6i xong, Ryuzaki di vé phia nha bép. Chac hém
nay anh ta lai lJam mat mat trong ta lanh, nhung
thoi, ké di. Misora ngung nghi vé mit va bugc téi
canh ban. C6 da khong kip dé cap t6i vu tdn cong
trong hém, ciing khong kip chit vdn Ryuzaki...
Khong sao. Hay chuyén sang chién thuat 4am tham
quan sat phan ing cua anh ta. C6 von khong co
chimg ct chiimg minh ké tidn cong la tay chan cua
Ryuzaki, lam theo cach nay sé dé tham do dong thai
ti€p theo ctia anh ta hon.



“Xin 16i vi da d€ co6 cho.”

Ryuzaki quay lai tir nha bép, bung hai tach ca
phé trén khay. Anh ta dat mot tach xudng trugc mit
Misora, tach con lai & chd d6i dién, sau @6 kéo ghé
ngoi bang tu thé ki quai ma co6 trong thiy hom qua.
Co chan, hai tay 6m goi. Chua ban t6i phép lich sy,
nhin qua da thay ngoi dugc trong tu thé d6 la rat
kho. That khong hi€u néi anh ta lam thé nao, Misora
vira ty hoi vira uéng mot ngum ca phé.

“Khy...!” C6 lap tic nhé ra khoi miéng. “Khuy...
Khy...Aaa...!”

“Sao viy, c6 Misora?” Ryuzaki xi xyup udng ca
phé, mit tinh bo. “Pua vao miéng ré6i ma con nho
ra la bat lich sy 1am ddy, c6 Misora. Bén canh @6,
tiéng hét khung khié€p vira réi c6 thé huy hoai hinh
tugng cta co. S& hitu ngoai hinh xinh dep la diéu
may man, vi thé xin ¢6 hay giit gin hinh anh.”

“Ng... ngot dén chét ngudi... Pay la chat doc!”

“Khong phai chit dc. Chi la dudng thoi ma.”

Hung thu l1a anh ha?

Misora nhin lai tach ca phé trén tay. Thi trong
tach trong giong chat ran hon la chat long. Mot vat



chat dang sol*, khong, dang gel?, giong duéng ngam
ca phé hon la ca phé pha dudng, dang 1am liét khang
dinh sy ton tai cia minh. C6 da trét uong th nay
giira lic phan tam vi dang ngoi cua Ryuzaki hay sao...

“T6i ¢6 cam giac vira uéng bun...”

“Bun khong ngot nhu vay.”

“Pay la ‘bun ngot’...”

Du anh ta c6 dat cho nd cai tén nghe nhu tac
pham nghé thuat thi cam giac san san kinh khung
dang thong tri khoang miéng c6 ciing khong bién
mat. Ryuzaki ti€p tuc xi xup udéng ca phé... Khong,
hip ca phé. C6 vé anh ta pha tach ca phé nhu vy
khong phai vi cim ghét hay muén quiy roi c6, ma
vi lugng dudng nay méi la mac tiéu chuin d6i véi
anh ta.

“Phu. Qua nhién ca phé giap tinh than sang
khoéai hon hin.” Sau khi uéng can mét tach khoang
hai lang dudng, Ryuzaki cam than réi quay sang noi
v6i Misora. “Gid dau 6¢ minh man roi, t6i c6 thé néi
vGi o mot viée cha?”

1. Hé phén tdn gém chét phén tan ¢ thé ran, méi trudng
phén tan & thé long.

2. Hé phéin tdn gém chit phén tin ¢ thé long, modi trudng
phéin tin ¢ thé ran.



Néu c6 thé, Misora mudn ding ngay lén, roi khoi
ghé& va vao nha vé sinh d€ rira sach khoang miéng
day duong, nhung lai khong thé phét 16 Ryuzaki. Co
giuc anh ta ti€p tyc.

“Anh clt n6i.”

“Vé mat xich con thiéu.”

“Anh da tim ra diéu gi sao?”

“Cho rdang hung thi nham t6i tai san c6 1é khong
phai 1a huéng diéu tra hay, nhung... Toi qua, sau khi
tir biét ¢O6 Misora, t6i dot nhién cha y t6i mét chi
tiét kha tha vi. D6 la di€m chung gitta cac nan nhan,
nhung dén nay van chua dugc ai cha y t6i.”

“Do 1a gi vay?”

“Chinh la chit cai dau, c6 Misora. C6 mot diém
chung vé chir cai dau trong tén cAc nan nhan. Believe
Bridesmaid. Quarter Queen. Backyard Bottomslash.
B-B, Q-Q, B-B. Néi cich khéc, chit cii dau trong tén
ho ctia cic nan nhén gidng nhau... Ua, sao thé&, ¢
Misora?”

“Khong c6 gi...”

Chi thé€ théi u? Dudng nhu sy that vong cua
Misora da 19 hét ra qua vé mait, khi€n Ryuzaki ngimg
l6i gitra chimng, nhung Misora ciing chidng buén che



giau. That vo nghia, ngaay tir ltic nhin thay tén ho cta
ba nan nhan, Misora d '3 nhéan thay di€ém nay. Dau
cin ra vé than bi nhu th g,

“Anh Ryuzaki... Tr&n thé gi6i, khong, ngay tai
Los Angeles thoi, anh mghi rét cudc c6 bao nhiéu
ngudi co chit cai dau troxng tén ho gidng nhau? Bang
chir cai tir A d&n Z c6 26 «hit, lam mét phép tinh don
gian da thay mét trong 26 ngudi c6 tén nhu vay roi.
Khoéng thé coi day 1a di€am chung.”

“Vay u? Thé ma t6i cir tugng d6 1a mot khdm phé
quan trong...” Ryuzaki c& vé thit vong, tuy khong ro
bao nhiéu phén la that 1dng.

Trong anh ta nhu Qang hon déi, nhung hién
nhién khong dé thuong chat nao. Néu anh ta c6 y
thi d4y dting la cAch thé hién ban than t6i nhat.

“N6i theo cach do6 thi tén anh, Ryuzaki Rue,
ching phai cling 1a R-R s a0?”

“U nhi. T6i khong nh 4n ra ddy.”

“pang la... vé van.”

C6 that ngoc khi dit ki vong vao Ryuzaki. Xem
ra ¢ da ca nghi khi cho rang anh ta 1a ngugi dan dat
minh di t6i cau tra 16i hdm qua.

R-R?



“Co Misora.”

“Ha, a, vang?”

“Theo 161 c6 Misora thi suy luan cua t6i vé dung
roi. Vay qué trinh diéu tra cua cd thi sao, c6 tién
trién gi khong?”

“Khong, khong c6 gi dang dugce goi 1 tién trién.
Nén t6i cting khong thé trach ¢t anh Ryuzaki nhi.
T6i nghi 1a cit tap trung suy ludn theo huéng tim
ki€ém 161 nhian ma hung tha d€ lai hién truéng nhu
hom qua di. Thanh that ma néi, t6i c6 cdm giac dang
nam trong long ban tay cia hung thu, diéu nay khién
toi byc boi, khong thoai mai duge...”

“Ct @€ hung thu tuéng rang ching ta dang nam
trong long ban tay han. Khién do6i phuong dac y roi
khai thic manh méi ciing la mét chién luge tuyét
voi. Xem nao, c6 Misora, néu hung thu g€ lai 1oi
nhan... N6 sé ¢ dau?”

“Du no6 ¢ dau thi ching ta cling doan trudc dugce
ndi dung. Nhiéu kha ndng n6 chi t&i tén ho hoac dia
chi ciia nan nhan thir ba, Backyard Bottomslash. Cir
xét tir cau do6 6 chit canh bao 4n mang thir nhat, réi
s0 trang ctia cudn sach dy bao an mang thir hai thi
thay.”

“Phai. T6i cling chung y kién v§i c6.”



“Tuy nhién dén nay chiing ta van chua tim ra co
s@ d€ suy doan 16i nhan nay dugc gai vao dau. Néu
tim ra tinh quy luat trong th6i quen gay an cua hung
thu, thi méi c6 co héi bit gitt han...”

Thit von & day nhung gic khong con.

Hinh nhu hom qua Ryuzaki da noéi thé.

C6 thé€ 1a ban than nan nhan hodc gia sach.

C6 thtr gi tuong ty trong cdn hd nay khong?
Thit von ¢ day nhung gid khong con. Thi von & day
nhung gi¢ khong con... Misora 13p di 1ap lai cau nay
qua nhiéu lan, t6i mitc c6 cam thdy y nghia cua né
sap loan ca lén.

“Néu vay...” Ryuzaki néi, “Du ching ta c¢6 tim
thiy gi, thir @6 ciing chi ¢6 thé 1a 161 nhan chi t&i nan
nhan th ba. Chi biang bé qua ché nay, di thang dén
hién truong vu thit ba c6 1€ s€ hi¢u qua hon. Bén
canh viéc giai quyét vu 4n, ngin chdn an mang thir
tu cling 1a muc dich cta ching ta ma.”

“Anh ndi ciing ding.”

Misora 1a ngudi dé cap t6i kha ndng xay ra an
mang th{ tu véi Ryuzaki, nhung phan ng caa anh
ta khi ay khién c6 c6 cam giac Ryuzaki da nghi tGi
diéu nay ngay tir dau, thanh ra cau tra 16i ctia c6 hoi
mo ho.
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“Chung ta khong thé ngén chin vy thit ba vi n6
da xay ra, nhung van c6 kha ndng ngédn chdn vy thi
tu. Do d6 thay vi lang phi thdoi gian ¢ day d€ tim
ki€ém 161 nhan da biét trude ndi dung, t6i thay dén
thing hién trudng vy thit ba d€ tim kiém 16i nhan
chi t&i nan nhan thi tu thi ¢6 ich hon.”

“Vay thi chang phai chiing ta sé roi vao thé€ bj
ddng so v6i hung thu sao? Nhu thé ta lu6n chim
chén hon hén dy... Khong ching chiing ta sé bo qua
manh mai lién quan t&i hung thu, thir c6 kha ning
ton tai trong phong nay, dau chi la cam quan hay
cam giadc ch khong phai chimg cit cy thé... Ngin
chan 4n mang thi tuv duong nhién la quan trong,
nhung néu qua tap trung vao d6, ching ta sé€ danh
mat vi thé chua dong.”

“Co khong phai lo. To6i thude phe cong ma.”

“Phe cong?”

“Vang, t6i s€ chu dong tan cong tich cyc.”
Ryuzaki néi. “T6i chua ting roi vao thé bi dong. T
khi sinh ra t6i gid t6i chua bao gi¢ tuan thu deén tin
hiéu giao thong, @6 1a mét trong s6 it nhitng niém ty
hao cua t6i.”

“Anh phai tuan tha dén tin hiéu giao théng cha.”

“T6i khong thich.”



Thang thimg bac bé...

“Nhiéu kha ning viéc ngin chan 4n mang thi
tu s€ gitp ching ta xac dinh va bat git hung thu.
Khéich hang cta t6i mong muén diéu nay hon ca.
Tuy nhién, t6i cling hi€u diéu c6 Misora muén nai.
Hay ta lam thé€ nay di. T6i da ki€m tra xong cin ho,
vi vay trong khi c6 Misora tién hanh qua trinh diéu
tra, t61 muén xem xét vu an thir ba. Co6 ¢6 thé cho t6i
xem tai liéu diéu tra hom qua mét Ian nita khong?”

“Y anh 1a chiing ta chia nhau diéu tra? Ciing
dugc thoi...”

Du sao thi ngay tir ddu c6 da khéng c6 ¥ dinh
hgp tac v6i anh ta.

Misora ldy tam bia kep tai liéu tir tai xach dat
6 gh€ bén canh. Sau khi ki€ém tra chac chan ring &
trong c6 thong tin vé vy 4n th ba, c6 vGi tay qua
ban, dua cho Ryuzaki.

“Con nira... bay la anh chyp hién trudng.”

“Cam on co.”

“Nhung nhu t6i da néi ban nay, van chua c6 bat
c{ ti€n trién ndo. N¢i dung giong hét hom qua.”

“Vang, t6i biét. Tuy nhién t6i van c6 vai diéu
mudn ki€m tra. TAm anh nay khung khiép that day.”



No6i doan, Ryuzaki dat mot trong nhitng tdim anh
vira nhan dugce 1én ban, @€ Misora ciing c6 thé nhin
thay. D6 1a anh chyp tr thi ciia nan nhan th ba,
Backyard Bottomslash, thi thé ki di t&i mitc mét dac
vu FBI timg lén 16n qua nhiéu hién truéng khing
khi€p nhu Misora Naomi cling mudn quay mit di.
So vGi truong hgp nay thi ngue day vét cat hay mat
bi nghién nat chédng 1a gi ca.

T thi ndm ngira, tay trai va chan phai bi cat lia
khoi khép vai va khGp dui. Hién truong day mau,
trong nhu mot bién chit long mau do.

“Chan phai bi bo trong phong tam, canh tay trai
chua ro tung tich... C6 thé thdy r6 rang hung thu da
mang no6 di. Nhung vi Iy do gi co cha?”

“Lai la cau hoi nay sao? Tuy nhién, anh Ryuzaki,
khong chitng do chinh la thit von & day nhung gio
khong con. Canh tay trai caa nan nhan dy.”

“Hung thu can cat dat tay trai cia nan nhan...
Nhung han lai khong mang chan phai di, ma chi vit
vao phong tam. biéu nay c6 y nghia gi?”

“Du sao di nita, chiéu nay chting ta cir t&i hién
truong vu 4n thit ba... Tuy nhién, hay de t6i diéu tra
can hd nay thém vai tiéng.”

“Vang. Lam vay di. Nhac méi nhg, trong chiéc



tu dang kia c6 album anh ctia nan nhan day, co
Misora. C6 ki€m tra xem. T6i nghi qua d6, c6 c6 thé
biét thém thong tin vé s& thich va quan hé ban be
cua nan nhan.”

“T6i hiéu roi. Toi sé xem.”

Trong khi Ryuzaki chdm cht doc tai liéu diéu
tra, Misora ditng lén khoi gh€, trudce tién l1a vao nha
vé sinh da. Khong thé chiu néi céi cam giac san san
trong miéng nay lau hon dugc. Vao t6i noi, c6 lap
titc stiic miéng. Mot Ian la khong du, co sac di siac lai
dén hai, ba Ian.

Misora ty hoi ¢6 nén lién lac v6i L hay khong.
Khi nay duong day khong két noi duge, nhung gic
thi... Khong, néu ngo6i nha 16n nhu hém qua thi con
tién, dang nay la can h$ danh cho sinh vién, Ryuzaki
¢ ngay bén canh, lam nhu thé rat nguy hiém. Du c6
goi dién trong nha vé sinh, anh ta vin nghe dugc ma
chédng can dén gin clra. S6m mudn ¢d cling phai bao
cao v6i L vé vu tan cong, nhung... Poi véi L, @6 co
phai chuyén cin bio cao khong?

Co6 ngang lén, nhin mit minh trong guong.

Misora Naomi.

bay chinh la c6.

Co hiéu ro diéu dé.



Chéc han nhiéu ngudi tig gap cam giac la la khi
nhin cham cham vao mgt tir qua lau, ty dung khong
ro tir ay viét thé c6 chuian khong. Tuong ty, khi lién
tuc 1a minh qué 1au, sé€ c6 ngay ngudi ta nghi ngd sy
ton tai cia ban than, rang day c6 ding la minh hay
khong... Chinh vi vay, ngudi ta méi cian soi minh, du
bang guong hay thir gi khac.

“Nhung L thi sao?”

Misora d6t nhién t6 mo vé diéu d6. L, tham tr
ndi tiéng thé ki... Khong ai r6 danh tinh. Chua bao
gid xuat hién trudc cong ching.

Misora Naomi chéng biét rot cudc trén doi c6
bao nhiéu ngudi (co6 khi chang c6 ai cling nén) khang
dinh dugc L thyce syla L. Nhung ¢6 van thic mac. Vi
du lac nhin vao guong, L lam thé nao d€ biét chic
chinh L dang nhin lai minh?

“Guong... Guong?”

Cai nay...

Vira réi c6 céi gi chgt 16e 1én trong dau co...?

Guong... Hinh anh bj dao chiéu trai-phai... Phan
xa anh sang... Anh sing phan xa trén mit phéing
tron... Thuy tinh, dung dich bac nitrat... Bac, khong,
vat liéu 1a gi cling dugc, quan trong la tinh chat...



Tinh chat cia guong... Phan xa anh sang u... Khong,
hinh anh bj dao chiéu trai-phai... Pao chiéu?

“Dao chiéu... bang roi, dao chiéu!”

Nhan ra diéu nay, Misora lién lao ra khoi nha vé
sinh, quay lai ché chi€c ban. Ryuzaki dang doc tai
liéu diéu tra. Thiy dang vé hung ho ciia Misora, anh
ta trg'n to d6i méat gdu tric nhu thé giat minh réi hoi.

“Chuyén gi khién c6 vi va thé?”

“Anh, anh chuyp.”

“Hé?”

“Dua t6i anh chyp.”

“A, anh chup hién trudng vu 4n thit ba sao?”

Nghe viy, Ryuzaki dat tdm anh lén ban theo
dtang vi tri trudec @6. Tdm anh chyp tir thi bi cét roi
canh tay trai va chan phai. Vira quan sat, Misora vira
1ay ra hai tim nira tir trong tdi xach caa minh, dat ca
ba canh nhau. P6 [dn lugt 1a anh chuyp hién truéng
vu an th nhit va th hai. Lic nay ba tim anh nam
thanh hang trén ban dang t4i hién khung canh hién
trudng noi cac nan nhan bi sat hai trong vu giét
ngudi hang loat.

“Anh c6 nhan thay khong, Ryuzaki?”

“C6 mudn noi tbi diéu gi?”



“bi€m bat thudng khi nhin vao ba tdm anh nay.”
“A, @6 déu 1 tir thi, nan nhan déu di chét.”
“Chét khong phai diéu bat thudng.”

“Co nhan xét trén khia canh triét hoc ddy u?”

“Ping dua nita. Anh nhin nay, tu th€ cua tir thi
khong giong nhau. Believe Bridesmaid nam ngira,
Quarter Queen nam sip, t6i Backyard Bottomslash,
thi thé€ lai ndm ngira. Nam ngira, nim sip, ndm
ngua... Chinh 14 nhu vay.”

“Co tinh quy luat ¢ day u? Co6 phai cling giong
khoang cach thdi gian gitra cac vu an, chin ngay, bon
ngay, chin ngay... Tlc 1a ngay mai, &n mang th tu
s€ xay ra, trong d6 nan nhan bij sat hai v6i tu thé
nam sap, phai khong?”

“Khong, khong phai... A, khong, c6 thé... Nhung
cling khong han, t6i dang nghi t6i kha ning khac.
Y t6i 13, ban than viéc tir thi cia Quarter Queen &
trang thai nim sap da la bat thuong.”

3 »

Phan ng ctiia Ryuzaki khong duge tich cuc... chi
it 1a trong khong c6 ve tich cuc cho lam. Co6 1€ 1a vi
Misora chua dién dat ro rang nhitng gi mudn ndi.
Ciing kho trach, c6 da hap tap trinh bay do bi cuén



theo sy kich d9ng nhat thai khi suy nghi méi & giai
doan y tudng, chua dugce tong két thanh suy luan.

Misora ng6i xuong chiéc ghé canh Ryuzaki, ndi.

“Xin hay de t6i nghién ngdm mot chit.”

“Co Misora, t0i xin ggi ¥, ¢d c6 thé ngoi thé nay
khi can nghién ngam.”

“Céch ngo6i d6 u?”

Tu thé€ 6m goi quai di Ay ha? Anh ta khuyén
khich ¢6 lam vay sao?

“That day. Stc suy luan s€ tang 40%. C6 nhat
dinh phai thir xem.”

“Khong, thé thi... Um, tdi biét roi.”

Um, du gi anh ta ciing khéng bao ¢6 bd bén
chan. bang thir day chit. Chua biét chirng tu thé nay
c6 thé khién con phan khich qua @9 vira dot ngdt
dang lén trong c6 diu xudéng.

Co6 thur tuan theo...
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... va vO cung hoi han. Hon nita, that dang buodn,
qua la tu duy cua c6 da mach lac hon.

“Co6 thay thé nao, c6 Misora? Phai ching trang
thai nam sdp cua Quarter Queen chinh la 16i nhin
ma hung thu luu lai, @€ chi t6i vu 4n tha ba...?”



“Khoéng, day khong phai 16i nhan, ma la mat
xich con thi€u, anh Ryuzaki. N6 giong nhu phan mé
rong tir suy luin vé chit cai dau trong tén ho cua cac
nan nhan ma anh néi lic trude...”

Tuy Misora it nhiéu ban khoan, rang c6 phai
canh tugng hai ké ki quai ng6i trong tu thé ki quai
dé€ dao sdau mot hudng suy luan ki quai da vugt qua
dinh nghia ki quai hay khong, nhung c6 van lan lugt
chi vao timg tdm anh. C6 nghi minh da mat hén co
hdi bo chan xudng ghé€. Thém nira, ki€u ngoi nay
thoai mai hon c6 tudng.

“Chir c4i dau trong tén cdc nan nhén la B-B,
Q-Q, B-B... Qua that, chua thé coi viéc chir cai dau
cua tén ho giong nhau la mét xich con thiéu. Nhung
chit cai dau trong tén ho cua nan nhan th nhit va
nan nhan thi ba giéng nhau, déu la B-B. Néu nan
nhan thit hai khéng phai Q-Q ma la B-B thi liéu c6
du deé coi d6 la mat xich con thiéu khong?”

Theo tinh toan don gian, 26 nhan 26 bang 676,
cho ra xac suit 1:676. Thu hep pham vi tir “tén ho
cung bat dau bdi mot chit cai” xudng “tén ho cing
bat dau bdi mot chir cai cu thé” da khién xac suat
giam sdu dén vay. Xét thém d¢ hiém cua tén ho bat
dau bang chit B, con s6 thyc t€ c6 1€ con thap hon.



“Cach nghi nay kha tha vi. Nhung c6 Misora,
trén thyc t€ nan nhan thit hai tén la Quarter Queen...
Q-Q. Hay c0 Misora dang xem xét kha ning nan
nhan thir hai bj giét nham? Tic 1a hung thu von dinh
giét ngudi co6 tén ho bat dau bang B-B, tuy nhién do
nham lan nao d6 ma gi€t nham ngudi, thanh ra sat
hai c6 bé c6 tén bat dau bang Q-Q...”

“Anh dang noi gi thé? Loi nhan d€ lai tai hién
trudng vu an thir nhat chic chan chi t6i Quarter
Queen. Tuyét d6i khong phai nham ngudi.”

“Phai. T6i lo dénh quén mét.”

{3 ”»

Anh ta thyc sy quén u? Cach anh ta néi cau vira
roi toat ra vé ¢0 ... Ma thoi, cit @€ y timg li timg ti
phan (ng cua Ryuzaki thi khong tiép tuc cudc noéi
chuyén dugec.

“Chin ngay, bon ngay, chin ngay. B-B, Q-Q, B-B.
Nam ngira, nam sap, ndm ngura... Qua la c6 kha ning
ton tai quy ludt ‘xen k&’ nhu anh Ryuzaki néi, thye t€
t0i ciling timg nghi tGi diéu d6... Nhung anh khong
thay lién hé ‘ké bi &m anh’ véi ‘quy luat xen ké’ 1a
hoi khap khiéng sao? Trong hau hét trudng hop,
ngudi bi &m anh sé hanh dong nhit quan tir dau dén
cudi...”
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“Nhung cich hung thu sat hai nan nhéan - siét
cb chét, @anh dap dén chét, dam chét - c6 vé khong
‘nhit quan’ cho lam...”

“T6i nghi sy thiéu nhat quin nay chinh la diém
nhat quan. C6 thé thay hung thu am anh véi viéc
thir nghiém nhirng phuong thic gi€t nguci da dang.
Tuy nhién, ‘xen k& khac véi ‘da dang’. Vi vay, anh
Ryuzaki, vira ndy khi nhin vao guong, mt suy nghi
chgt 16e 1én trong d4u to6i... Chir B va chit Q c6 hinh
dang giong nhau, phai khong?”

“Chit B va chit Q? Khong, t6i nghi ching hoan
toan khac nhau.”

“Khong phai chir hoa, ma la chir thuong.”

Vira n6i, Misora vira dung ngon tré phai viét hai
chit trong gia thuyét cia minh 1én ban. “b” va “q”.
Lép di lép lai. “b” Vé. “q”. “b” Vé “q”. “b” vé “q”.

“Anh nhin xem, hinh dang giong nhau. Chi 16n
ngugc lai thoi.”

“C6 mudn noéi, day la 1y do hung thu @€ tir thi
nam sap?”

“bang vay.” Misora gat dau. “Theo tinh toan
don gian, ti 1€ ngudi c6 tén ho bat dau biang B-B la
1:676... Gia sir day 1a mét xich con thi€u thi ban dau
hung thu chi tim ngudi ¢6 tén mad dau bang B-B,



nhung lai gip kho6 khan. Mt ngudi da kho, mudn
tim hai, ba, thdm chi bon nguoi lai cang kho. Chinh
vi thé, hian danh tim ngudi co tén bat dau bang Q-Q
deé thay thé... Anh nghi sao?”

“T6i dong y v6i tat ca nhitng diéu cd ndi, trir cho
‘danh’. Béi t6i khong nghi ngudi c6 tén ho bat dau
bing Q-Q dé tim hon ngudi c6 tén ho bat dau bang
B-B. Khi gia dinh Q-Q dé tim hon, ta nén coi viéc
hung thu chon nan nhan thay thé€ 1a mot phan ciaa
cau do danh cho d6i diéu tra. Ly do 1a néu cac nan
nhan déu co6 tén ho bat dau bang B-B thi mat xich
con thiéu nay qua dé nhan biét. Nhung day van chi
la huéng suy luan trong truong hgp gia dinh, do
chinh x4c chua dén 30%.”

“30%...” Qué thap. Néu day la ki thi thi khong
nghi nga gi nita, Misora da bi danh trugt.

“Tai sao?”

“Suy luén caa c6 duge riat ra tir viéc hung thu dé
tir thi cia Quarter Queen niam sap... N6i cach khéc,
‘ndm sap’ 4m chi ‘phan chiéu’, thé hién y B va Q
ngugc nhau... Nhung ¢6 a, vé co ban thi huéng suy
ludn nay khong thé duge thiét 1ap.”

“Tai sao?”

“Bai 6 dang noi téi chit thudng.” Ryuzaki thang



thimg dap. “Chit cdi mé dau tén ho thudng la chir
viét hoa kia ma?”

“A.”

bing thé. Chit cai ma dau tén ho khong duge
viét bang chir thudng, ma phai sir dung chir viét hoa.
Du sao Quarter Queen ciing la “Q-Q”, chit khong
phai la “q-q”. Tuong ty, “B-B” khong bao gic dugc
hi€u thanh “b-b”.

“T6i ¢t tudng minh dang di theo huéng suy luan
hoply.”

Misora vui mat vao dau g6i. Két luan cta c6 qua
long léo... Phai chang cho rang ké bi &m dnh khong
Iya chon quy luat “xen ké” la qua gugng ép? Tuy
nhién, sy tuong dong gitta “b” va “q” van c6 y nghia
sau sdc nao do...

“Poi lac di trat huoéng 1a chuyén kho tranh, c6
Misora. Xin ding nan chi.”

“Vang...”

“Bén canh d6, c6 thé nbi t6i rat miung khi suy
luan nay khong phu hgp. Bsi néu nd ding thi nghia
la Quarter Queen da phai chét thay nguai khac. Lay
d6 lam ly do sat hai d@ra tré méi mudi may tudi la
qua tan nhan.”



“bang vay... Nghi theo huéng dé thi suy luan

nay...”

Ha?

Nghe Ryuzaki n6i xong, Misora bong cam thay
thac mac. Ban nay anh ta bao khong c6 gi khac biét
giita viéc sat hai tré em va ngudi 16n co ma... Ma
khong, day la vin dé vé 1y do u? Vi ly do thay thé...
Nhung diéu d6 ddu miy lién quan? Dira tré mudi
may tudi...

Tré con? Tré con? Tré em, con nho...?

“Khong dang, anh Ryuzaki.”

“Sao co?”

“Trong trudng hgp nay nén hiéu la chir viét
thudng méi dtng.” Misora néi v4i giong run ray. Ly
do khién c6 run ray hién nhién la con phan né.

“Chinh vi thé hung thu da chon tré con lam nan
nhan.”

bra tré mudi ba tudi.

Chit dau trong tén ho.

Chitr hoa va chir thudng.

“Vi nan nhan la tré con, nén phai la chit thudng
mdéi ding. Ciing vi vady nan nhan md&i bi 1at sap, bi
dao ngugce!”



Mit mot thai gian sau Misora Naomi méi nhan
ra, ngudi nhic t6i chu @€ chir cai dau trong tén ho
mot cach 19 liéu chinh la Ryuzaki, ngudi c6 ¥ nhan
manh chuyén nan nhan la tré con ciing la Ryuzaki,
nguoi pha tach ca phé day duong khién c6 phai vao
nha vé sinh nai c6 tdm guong kich thich huéng suy
luan nay lai van la Ryuzaki.

D sao thi...

HOm d6 ho da tim ra mét xich con thi€u trong
vu LABB, d6ng thdi la yéu t0 quan trong nhat dan
dén tén goi chinh thitc vé sau ctia vu giét ngudi hang
loat nay.






poge. 4 T than

Hay tuéng tugng, ta mudn gié€t ngudsi. biéu kho
khan nhat & day la gi?

3, 2, 1... Hét gio!

Cau tra 16i la: giét nguai.

O, dimg béi r6i, diy khong phai tro choi chit
nham muc dich tréu dua, t6i kha nghiém tac day.

“Ngudi”, hay sinh vat mang tén “con ngudi”,
khong phai mot tao vat dé chét. Chi it la khong c6
chuyén kéu “A!” hay “Hy!” r6i ldn ra chét ngay. Du
bi siét co, ddnh dap hay dam chém, ngudi ta ciing
khong chét mét cach chéng vanh. “Ngudi” 1a giong
loai déo dai hon ta tudng. Ay 1a chua ké, khi biét tinh
mang minh bi de doa, chic chin nan nhan sé chong
tra. Chang ai mudn bi giét, va d€ thoat than, ngudi
ta tham chi c6 thé quay ra st hai ké dinh giét minh.
Khac biét vé thé lyc gita ngudi v6i ngudi 1a khong
dang ké, néu mot choi mét, @¢ kho con cao hon. Cir
th€ ma xét thi sy tén tai cua cudn so tr than, chi viét



tén vao lién 14y mang ngudi ta, la tro lach luat trang
trgn t6i mirc nao.

Tuy nhién...

Khi thyc hién vu giét ngudi hang loat nay,
Beyond Birthday hdu nhu khong ton sttc cho viéc
sat hai nan nhan. Ly do la ban than viéc giét ngudgi
khong phai muyc dich cta han, va han ciing khéng
hé c¢6 y dinh d6c tdm sitc vao viéc nay. Nhung noéi
vay khong c6 nghia 1a ta c6 thé tra 16i ngay cdu hoi
“Tai sao han lai nhan nhi dén thé?”. btng la hin c6
sit dung thudc va hung khi, nhung ca ba nan nhan
déu khong dé€ lai ddu vét phan khang dang ké ¢ thaoi
diém bj giét, ma chét hét sitc chong vanh. Ré6t cude
han da lam thé nao?

Trong da s6 trudng hgp, ta c6 thé lIan ra hung
thu tir dau vét phan khing ctia nan nhan, nhung &
day, cac nan nhén lai tir vong chéng vanh nhu thé
cai chét dén v4i ho 1a 1€ hién nhién. Tai sao? Cho t6i
phtt cudi, dac vu FBI Misora Naomi van khong tim
ra cau tra 1oi. Ngay ca thim tir ndi tiéng thé ki, L,
cling mat vai ndm sau khi vy 4n hoan toan khép lai
md&i ndm duge manh méi d€ suy doan.

Up m& nhu vy 1 du roi. Pa dén lte vén man bi

A

mat.



Beyond Birthday 1a ké chao @i véi @6i mat tu
than. Doi v6i han, ca viéc tim ngudi c6 tén ho bat
dau bing B-B lan viéc tim ngudi chic chin sé chét
vao ngay gio nhat dinh déu khong qua khé. Bai du
sao Los Angeles ciing c6 dan s6 khong 16 1én dén 20
triéu nguoi.

Giét nguoi la diéu hét sirc binh thuong d6i voi
hén.

Giét mot ngudi von cam chéc cai chét khong hé
kho.

Phai roi, nhic dén d@6i mat tur than, c6 1€ can bo
sung doi 15i giai thich & day. Véi toi do6 1a ti khoa
cuc ki quen thudc, nhung néu khong néi ro thi that
bat cong v6i mot s6 ngudi. P6i mat tir than 1a doi
mat dic biét ma con ngudi c6 thé s& hitu sau khi
thyc hién giao dich v&i tir than. Bang cach danh d6i
phan nira tudi tho con lai ctia minh, ngudi ta c6 thé
nhin thay tén ho va tudi tho ctia ké khac. bang 1€ dé
c6 dugc d6i mat tirthan, diéu kién tién quyét 1a phai
ti€p xtic voi tir than, nhung Beyond Birthday khong
danh do6i bat cir thi gi. Ngay tir lac chua biét nhian
thitc, han da nhin doi bang d6i mat nay.

Héan biét tén ho d6i phuong truéc khi nghe
nguci dob ty gidi thiéu.



Han doc dugc thoi diém lia doi cta tat ca nhitng
ngudi han gip.

Dé thay, kha ndng nay bién han thanh ké la
thudong dén c& nao. Chac sé c6 ngudi nghi rang,
thiéu cudn s6 tir than thi d6i mat tir than ching co
tac dung gi to 16n, nhung gugm da, khong c6 chuyén
ay dau. Nhin thay tudi tho nghia la nhin thay cai
chét. Chét, tir vong, két thic. Beyond Birthday da
phai song ma khong ngimng ghi nhé rang, ai roi ciing
phai chét.

Ngay lic chao ddi, han da nhin thiy ngay cha
minh chét vi bi con d6 tan cong, cling nhu ngay me
minh chét trong tai nan lat tau héa. Beyond Birthday
s6 hitu d6i mét tirthan trede cd khi chao doi (beyond
birthday). Chinh vi th€, hin da dugc trai tré mo coi
Wammy’s House, mai &m than yéu cua ching toi
nhin nu6i, nhu bao dia tré la lung khéac.

Hén la B. Dira tré thi hai ¢ Wammy’s House.

“Gia ma nhin thay dugc tudi tho cta thé gi6i.”

6 gio sang ngay 19/8, Beyond Birthday da thi
thdm nhu vay khi thic ddy. Hin nam trén chiéc
giudng don so tai tAng hai mét nha kho ki€u tién



ché&' & ngoai 6 West Side, dugec mugn biang danh
nghia mot cong ty dang ngiung hoat dong. Day la
mot trong nhitng ché tra an rai rac khap nuéc My,
khong, khép thé gi6i cia han.

Nhung tai sao hom d6 hin lai c6 mit & West
Side? Nguyén nhan la Misora Naomi sip dén khu
nay. Co6 la dac vu FBI dang nghi phép va hién dong
vai tro dai dién cho L, tham tir n6i tiéng thé ki.

“Misora Naomi. Misora Naomi. Chan tay cua L.
D6i mat caa L. L4 chan cua L... A ha ha ha ha ha ha!
Khong, khong phai, vi tam trang nay thi khong nén
cudi nhu vdy... Ha ha ha ha ha ha ha! Um, dtng roi,
nén cudi thé nay. Cudi thé nay, cuoi thé nay.”

Ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha.

Ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha.

Beyond Birthday ra khoi giuong, ti€p tuc cudgi
bang giong chdi tai. Ti€ng cudi tan nhan nhung lai
thiéu ty nhién, giy cam giac gia tao, nhu thé “cuci”
chi 1a mgt nhiém vy ma han phai thyuc hién.

Beyond Birthday nh¢ lai lic tdn cong Misora
Naomi, ba ngay truéc, 16/8, trong con hém nho &
Downtown.

1. Cac cdu kién cua ngdi nha duge thiét ké, gia cong sén,
dem dén lap ghép thanh cong trinh hoan chinh.



Tat nhién lGc d6 hin da biét tudi tho cua ddi
phuong. Hin c6 thé nhin thiy tudi tho cua c6. Tudi
tho cia Misora Naomi. Sinh ménh cua c6 khong két
thac ngay 16/8, ma trong tuong lai, nhiéu nam nira.

Do d6...

Han biét, néu tan cong voi y dinh sat hai Misora,
nhait dinh han s€ that bai. Vi vay, rat lui trét lot quan
trong hon. Xét cho cung Misora Naomi chi 1a tay
chan cua L, du giét c6 ta thi vin con rat nhiéu ke
thay thé, tir FBI, CIA, B) Qudc phong, tham chi tirca
Co quan Mat vy Hoa Ky, néu cén thiét. Vi vay, lac ay
héan chi mudn xac nhin xem Misora Naomi c6 du tu
cach tré thanh nguai dai dién cho L hay khong théi.

“U'm, 'm, im, um. ‘Ka ka ka ka’? Khéng, ‘v u
v’ ching? ‘He he he he’ thi sao? Hoi tim thuong
nhi. U. Nhung, im, dugc, Misora Naomi khong té.
That dang ti€c khi nguwdi nhu vay lai trg thanh dac
vu FBL.”

Cho t6i thai di€m hién tai, Misora da vugt qua
bai kiém tra. C6 1€ h6m nay c0 s€ tim ra 1§i nhan han
dé lai ¢ hién trudng an mang thit ba. Va chic han c6
s€ hanh d9ng @€ ngin chan 4n mang thi tw ma han
sap tién hanh.

Thé ciing t6t.



Chi khi d6, vu an nay méi tré thanh cude chién
phan thang bai.

Chi khi d6, vy 4&n nay mé&i tré thanh cau do thyc sy

“L...”

Cudc chién phan thang bai gitta B va L. Cau d6
giita B va L.

“L 14 thién tai thi B la thién tai t6i thugng... L
bién thai thi B bién thai tdt cing. Um, d&n lac bat
tay chuin bi cho cai két r6i nhi? Cai két khi ma B
vugt qua L... HE hé hé hé!”

Chi khi nghi t6i diéu nay, Beyond Birthday méi
c6 thé cudi mét cach ty nhién, khong can do du.
Nhirng ai bi€t tGi tir than s€ nhan thay diéu cudi nay
rat giong diéu cudi ciia nhitng ké bao hiéu cai chét.

V6inu cudi trén moi, han buéc dén truée guong,
chinh lai dau téc va bat du hoa trang.

Hinh anh cua han in trén miét guong.

Hinh anh cua chinh han.

Trudc nay, chi ¢6 tudi tho cua ban than la han
khong nhin ra. Lan nay ciing vay. Ciing gidng nhu
han khong thé nhin ra tudi tho cta thé gii.



Ngay 19/8.

Misora Naomi dang c6 mat tai cdn nha phé &
West Side, noi Backyard Bottomslash ting song,
hién truéng an mang thir ba. Nan nhan s6ng cuing
mét ngudi ban than, nhung khi vy giét nguoi dién
ra, ngudi ban nay dang di cong tac. Nghe néi nguci
ban d6 cling da vé nha me dé sau khi an mang xay
ra, giong nhu me ctia nan nhan trong vu thir hai.

Phong riéng cua Backyard Bottomslash nam
trén ting hai. Ngay du6i tay ndm cira la 6 khoa chot
van. Trén tudng co hai cai 16, dau vét cua nhitng con
bu nhin rom. Mot & trén bic tuong doi dién canh
clra, mot & trén birc tuong bén trai canh cira, tong
cong hai 16. Can phong dugc trang hoang ti mi, véi
rat nhiéu thi bong trén san, dén miic gy cam giac
khong ty nhién néu xét dén do tudi ciia nan nhan, 28
tudi. Trén bon bitc tudng cling c6 tha bong, Ian lugt
la 2, 5, 5, 12, tong cdng 28 con, s6 lugng khong nho.
Toan by déu la thd nh6i bong hinh dong vat. Nhung
su 1ong 13y ay lai bi huy hoai bdi mui mau 1é6n von
bdce 1én tir san nha, du san da duge rira sach...

“Ryuzaki d€n mudn thé nhi...”

Misora nhin xuéng chiéc d6ng ho mau bac trén
cO tay trai. Pa 2 rudi chiéu. Ho hen gdp mat lac 2
gid chiéu.



Ki thye, vi muén diéu tra truéc nén Misora da
ghé thim cin nha pho tir sing s6m. C6 khong chi
xem xét phong nay ma con diéu tra moi ngbc ngach
trong nha. Tuy nhién, sau nam tiéng dong ho, co
khong con viéc gi d€ lam, danh cho dgi trong tam
trang chan chuong. Hon nita, vi khéng tim ra manh
moi gi hitu ich, nén cam giac chan chudng cang dir
doi. Ct th€ nay thi chdng phai ving Ryuzaki la co
bién thanh ké v6 dung hay sao? Misora vira nghi vira
can moi.

buang lac do, dién thoai di dong trong tai xach
béo co6 cudc goi dén. Nghi 1a L goi, c6 véi md dién
thoai, hbéa ra khong phai L ma la ban trai ¢, ciing
dang lam cho FBI, Raye Penber.

“A106? Raye?”

“U, anh day. Anh s& néi ngin gon théi, Naomi.”

Raye v§i vang chao c0, roi thip giong tiép tuc.
Anh goi cho c6 gi¢ nay, c6 1€ xung quanh van con
dong nghiép chura vé.

“Anh diéu tra viéc em nhd lac truGe roi.”

“Vay sao? Cam on anh nhé.”

Misora nhd Raye vao ngay 16, hom nay méi 19.
FBI bao nhiéu viéc ma anh van tra 16i nhanh nhu
vay, that dang cam kich. Ki thyc, binh thudng Raye



cling danh rat nhiéu tam sitc cho Misora nén Ian nao
noi chuyén ¢6 cling mudén cdm on anh.

“Két qua thé nao?”

“Vao thiang két luan nhé. Tham tir tutén Ryuzaki
Rue khong ton tai.”

“Tic 1a anh ta khong c6 gidy phép hanh nghé?”

Tham tt v6 tu, anh ta da noi vay.

“Khong phai, ngudi tén Ryuzaki Rue von khong
ton tai. Anh khong chi tim trong pham vi nugc My
ma con kiém tra di liéu ddng ki cong dan toan thé
gigi, nhung cling khong c6 két qua. Tinh riéng ho
Ryuzaki thi & Nhat Ban, qué huong cia em c6 khong
it, nhung trong s6 d6 chang ai mang tén Rue ca.”

“Vay a... Anh ta néi tiéng Nhat kha tr6i chay,
nén em nghi c6 thé anh ta dén tir Nhat. Him... Qua
nhién 13 tén gia.”

“Chécthé.” Noi toi day, Raye Penber chgt ngung
loi. R6i gipng anh thay d6i. “Naomi... Rt cuc em
dang lam gi vay?”

“Anh da hira sé khong hoi ma.”

“Phai r6i... Nhung tuin sau dgt nghi phép cua
em két thic réi, sau @6 em dinh thé nao? C6 muén
quay lai FBI khong?”



“Em chua nghi t6i.”

“Nay, anh biét 1a lac nao anh ciing noéi cau nay,
nhung em...”

“Dimng noi. ba biét vay thi anh ding néi.”

[{1 »

“Gig chac anh ciing khong c6 thdi gian... Em sé
goi lai sau.”

Khong dgi tra 16i, Misora ngit may luén. Roi
cb xoay dién thoai trong tay, bdng chdc ty thay cim
ghét ban than. C6 quay lai FBI khéng u? Khong phai
c6 chura nghi, ma la kh6ng muén nghi t6i.

“Tuén sau a... Ma théi, gid c tip trung vao vu
anda.”

C6 thé xem day la hanh vi tron tranh hién thye,
nhung dang nao Ryuzaki cling chua t6i (Ttir dau c6 da
cho ring anh ta dung tén gia nén ciing khong quan
tam lam, du hoi thac méc tai sao anh ta lai chon cai
tén nay. Diéu c6 quan tam chi 1a tai sao ngudi nha
nan nhan lai yéu cdu mét tham tir tw khong ton tai
diéu tra vy an), nén Misora quyét dinh diém lai va
xem xét nhitng manh méi da xac dinh dugec.

Trugc hét 1a 16i nhdn ma hung thu d€ &
Downtown, hién truéng an mang th hai. Mot tiéng



sau khi nhan ra mat xich con thiéu gitta cac nan
nhan, tic chit cai dau trong tén ho, Misora Naomi
da tim ra cau tra 16i. Chinh la cap kinh cua Quarter
Queen. Du khong bo nhu Ryuzaki, ¢6 ciing da eang
mat xem xét mQi ngoc ngach trong cian hy, nhung
van khong phat hién duge gi ca. Cho ring ¢ nan
nhan thit hai cling c6 chi tiét tuong ty cic vét cat
trén nguc Believe Bridesmaid, Misora bén ki€m tra
lai anh chyp tir thi, nhung chi thay hinh anh mét ¢o
bé ndm sap. Thi thé v6i d6i méat bj nghién nat...

Trong khi Misora dang 6m dau, Ryuzaki chgt
chen ngang.

“D6i mat bi nghién nat c6 chita 16i nhan ching?”

Co thé... Khong, cach nghi nay hgp 1y, nhung...
mat u?

Misora ldy trong tu cuén album da xem qua giita
lic lung syc trong nha, lat gi¢ cac trang lan nita,
ki€m tra hinh anh c6 bé toc vang trong tat ca céc
t4m anh. C6 phét hién ra, khong tAm nao chup cb
bé deo kinh.

T4m duy nhat chyp c6 bé deo kinh la anh chyp
tr thi. T4t nhién diéu @6 khong thé hién rang thij lyc
ctia c6 bé 1a hoan hao. Theo bénh an trong tai liéu
diéu tra, thi lyc mat phai la 0,1 va mat trai la 0,05.
T 1a c6 bé chu yéu dung kinh ap trong.



Dudng nhu sau khi nan nhan tir vong, hung
thu da deo kinh cho c¢6 bé, thay cho kinh 4p trong
ma han lay di. D6 1a loai kinh 4p trong dung mot
lan, nén du cdp kinh khong con, d6i diéu tra cling
khong chia y. Misora da lién lac v4i ngudi me hién
song ¢ nha me dé d€ xdc minh va nhan dugc cau tra
161, Quarter Queen hau nhu khéng deo kinh trong
sinh hoat hang ngay, du & nha hay ra ngoai. Khong
nhiing thé, c6 vé cdp kinh dugc tim thay trén tir thi
cling khong phai cua c6 bé.

“Pbing la mét di€ém mu bit ngs. Bsi thong
thudng chéng ai d€ y chuyén cdp kinh ma tir thi deo
¢6 thudc vé nan nhan hay khéng. Him. bi€ém mu
theo ding nghia den. Nghién nat d6i mat chacla dé
am chi diéu nay.” Ryuzaki néi. “Nan nhan qué hgp
v&i kinh mat, ¢o 1€ nén coi day la mot trong nhiing
nguyén nhan sau xa khién d0i diéu tra vip phai sai
s6t. Co bé ching bi€t minh hgp véi céi gi.”

“Pimg noi vay, anh Ryuzaki, nhan dinh d6 that
v6 tam.”

“T6i dua théi.”

“Noi dua chinh 1a v6 tam.”

“Thé thi t6i nbi nghiém tac.”

“N6i nghiém tac lai cang vo tam.”



“Thé thi t6i v6 cling nghiém tdac vay. Co xem lai
di, c6 phai trong c6 bé xinh hon khong?”

“Um, nghe anh néi vay thi...”

b6 vo6 tam.

Khi ngudi me xac nhan thi thé con gai & bénh
vién, cap kinh da dugc thao ra. C6 lIé hung thu da
tinh toan ca diéu d6... T6i nudc nay thi chi c6 thé
nghi nhu vay.

“Hién trudng an mang thit ba ¢ gin ga Glass,
West Side... Kinh, ‘glass’. Qua ro rang. Nhung chi
6 thé thi ta khé ma thu hep t6i dia chi cy thé duge
nita. Khu vye qué rong.”

“Khong, da Ian duge dén @6 thi dau can thu
hep nira, c6 Misora. Tim ki€m ngudi c6 chir cai dau
trong tén ho la B-B & khu vye ay thi s€ xac dinh dugc
dia chi cy thé. Néi cach khac, hung thu cho riang ¢
thoi diém xay ra an mang th hai, phia diéu tra at da
phai nhan ra méat xich con thiéu la chir cai dau trong
tén ho cta nan nhan.”

“Ha, nhung... Sau khi &n mang thi ba xay ra,
ching ta m6i doan dugce Q la hinh anh phan chiéu
cua B. Con ¢ thoi diém phat sinh vy thir hai, lam sao
bi€t duge B hay Q mdi la tir khoa?”

“Co khong can biét chi tiét dén thé. Ngay ca ¢



thoi diém an mang thit ba xay ra, ta cting chua thé
khang dinh Q dai dién cho B hay B dai dién cho Q.
Néu trong [an giy an thit tu, hung thu lai giét mét
dtta bé v6i ho tén bat dau bang Q-Q thi lap ludn caa
ching ta sé syp d6. Chua biét chitng hin chuyén sat
hai tré em va nham t6i nhitng ngudi c6é ho tén bat
dau bang Q-Q... N6i chung, hién tai ta van chua lam
ro dugce 1y do hung thu chon nan nhan ¢6 tén ho bat
dau bang chir ci giong nhau, B-B hoic Q-Q, nhung
cling chang sao. Bai chi can tim ca hai truong hop,
Q-Q va B-B, 1a khac phuyc dugc van dé.”

“A... Phai. Pting thé.”

Tuy nhién, vao thdi diém ngay 16/8, 4n mang
thit ba da xay ra tir lau. Bao hg cham chéan ciing
ding, ma bao ho gip may ciing chang sai. Dau vay,
dé chac chan, Misora van diéu tra va tim thém bang
chimg, két qua la trong ban kinh 500 mét quanh ga
Glass & West Side khong mot cu ddn nao mang tén
ho bat dau biang Q-Q, ngudi duy nhét c6 ho tén bat
dau bang B-B chinh la nan nhan thir ba, Backyard
Bottomslash.

So v6i 16i nhan d€ lai trén gia sach ¢ hién trudng
an mang dau tién, 16i nhan vé kinh mat co 1€ dé giai
quyét hon. Nhung d6 1a vi ngay tir dau ho da duge
dwa cho dap an la “Ga Glass”, chir binh thudng, ai



lai tuong tugng dugc viéc nan nhan deo cap kinh
thudng ngay khong deo chinh la 16i nhan bao truéce
an mang th ba? C6 thé thiy chinh sy don gian do
da khién n6 kho khin hon ca vy thir nhat. Hién gio,
Misora phai hanh dong d€ ngin chin vu giét nguci
tha tu, nhung li€u ¢6 c6 tim ra 16i nhan hung tha
dé lai & hién truong 4n mang thir ba hay khong...
Nhiém vy con lai nay khién c6 rat bat an.

Vi 1€ 36 ma Misora khong nhén ra, mét [an nita,
Ryuzaki la ngudi nhiac d€n mau chét - d6i mat bi
nghién nat, ciing chinh Ryuzaki la nguai thic giuc
c6 cht y dén album anh cua nan nhan. Phai mot thoi
gian nita c6 m&i phat hién ra diéu nay.

Bay gio vira van la gitta trua, ho quyét dinh an
trua truGce réi méi can nhic phuong huéng hanh
dong ti€p theo. Ryuzaki mai Misora cung dn, nhung
c6 thang thung tir choi. Ai biét anh ta sé cho ¢6 an
mon ngot, a khong, thuée doc gi, hon nita c6 con
phai nhanh chéng lién lac v4i L. Cdc manh méi xac
dinh dugc da da nhiéu @€ bao cao. C6 di chuyén téi
vi tri cach kha xa cén h, can thin ki€m tra tinh hinh
xung quanh roi tya lung vao tuong, bat dau goi dién.

“T6i, L xin nghe.” Gigng n6i nhan tao ma Misora
da sap quen tai vang lén.



“T6i Misora day.” Misora lan lugt ké lai chi tiét
tung sy viéc, tr nhitng chuyén da xay ra cho tGi
nhitng manh méi ma c6 tim dugc tinh dén thoi di€m
d6. Khi dua ra Iy do nan nhan thir hai bi dit nim
sdp, c0 lai suyt kich @ong, nhung da kiém ché thanh
c6ng. Co nghi minh da thanh cong.

“Vay u? Toi hiéu roi. Nho cay co6 qua la quyét
dinh ding dan, c6 Misora Naomi. Thanh that ma
noi, toi chua timg nghi s€ nhan dugce két qua tuyét
vOi nhudng nay.”

“Khong... Anh qua 16i réi. Téi khong xing véi
16i khen ay. Quan trong hon, xin hay cho t6i biét
phuong huéng hanh dong ti€p theo. T6i nén lam gi
day? Chtng ta van chua biét khi nao thi an mang thi
tu s€ xay ra, nén t6i dinh di thing t&éi West Side...”

“Khong, khong can.” L néi. “Thay vao d6, toi
muon c6 cung c6 nhitng gi dang c6. Nghe xong bao
cao vira roi cua c6 Misora Naomi, t6i nhin ra van
con thai gian trudce khi 4&n mang thi tu xay ra.”

“Hé?”

Co chua noi gi vé chuyén nay ma?

“Hung thu s€ giy an Ian thi tu vao ngay 22/8.
Sau ngay nita tinh tir h6m nay.”

“Sau ngay nira...”



Tic 1a chin ngay tinh tir vy thit ba. Chin ngay,
bon ngay, chin ngay... Lan tiép theo lai 14 chin ngay
sao? R6t cudc L dya vao co sd nao d€ suy luan ra
diéu nay? Misora dinh 1én tiéng thic méic thi L da
tiép tuc.

“Tiéc 1a gio t6i chua c6 thoi gian giai thich.” L
no6i. “Rat xin 16i, ¢6 hay ty suy nghi. Nhung t6i mong
c6 hanh dfng trén co s& nhin dinh rang vy giét
nguoi ti€p theo sé xay ra, khong, chi it 1a hung thu
s€ c¢0 gang giy ra vu giét ngudi ti€p theo vao ngay
22/8.”

“T6i hiéu ro6i.”

Nghe giong diéu cuong quyét cua L, Misora
chi c6 thé€ phyc ting. Nhung... Ngay 22/8 u... Nhic
md&i nhd, cau d6 6 chir dugce gui téi S¢ Canh sat Los
Angeles ngay 22/7. Cung la ngay 22. C6 madi lién
quan gi ¢ day ching?

“Vay thi trong sau ngay con lai, t6i sé chuin bi
that can than, sau @6 diéu tra hién trudng vu 4n thir
ba.”

“Xin nhd c6. Con nira, c6 Misora Naomi, hay
chi y giit an toan cho ban than. C6 1a ngudi duy nhat
thay t6i hanh dong nhdm pha vy 4n nay. Néu c6 nga
xudng, s€ khong ai thay thé dugc c6.”



Hin L dang nhac dén vu tdn cong trong con
hém. L&i nhac nha dudng d6t khién c6 hoi boi roi.
Khong ai thay thé duge. boi voi L, ¢6 1€ @6 chi la mot
phat ngon hét sitc binh thudng, tham chi sao rong
va chiéu 1€, nhung d6i v6i Misora, @6 lai 1a nhan xét
thudc hang kho tin.

“Anh dimg lo. T6i khong bi thuong.”

“Khong, y t6i la ¢ hay dé cao canh giac @€ khoi
roi vao tinh huéng dé bi tdn cong. Hay tranh cac
dia diém it ngudi nhu ngdé hém hay dudng nho khi
di chuyén. Vui long sir dung cac tuyén dudng va
phuong tién giao thong dong ngudi, du phai di xa
hon @6i chat.”

“Khong sao dau, L. Du gi thi t6i cling ty tin ¢
thé bao vé dugce ban than. Bai toi ciing c6 chit hi€u
biét vé v6 thuat.”

“V6 thuat u? Mo6n nao vay? Karate chiang? Hay
judo?”

“Capoeira'.”

11 ”»
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1. Mon v6 xuét phéat tir Brazil, von dugec sir dung trong chién
dau, nhung hién nay giéng hinh thic nghé thuit vii dao hon,
vOi nhitng @ong tac twong ty nhu nhay mia va nhao 1on.



Ngay ca qua dudng day dién thoai da bi gay
nhiéu, c6 van cam nhan dugc mot cach ré rang sy
boi rdi cua L. Ciing phai, thong thudng chang ai
nghi capoeira la Iya chon phut hgp véi mét nit dac vy
FBI ngudi Nhat. Misora khong khéi cam thay phan
khai va ty hao nhu thé vira vugt mat L, du diéu nay
khong chinh xac.

“Ki thyc truge khi hoc, toi cling ting xem moén
nay nhu tro dua. Nhung thai dai hoc, do dam mé va
mudn theo dudi lau dai m6n nhay dudng phd, t6i da
tham gia nhom tap capoeira va bat ngd nhan thay
no la mon vo phong than tuyét véi danh cho phuy nit.
Vé cao ban, capoeira thién vé tranh né thay vi himg
don tan cong, nén sé khong c6 chuyén tuyén phong
thu bij d6i phuong dung sitc pha vo nhu karate hoac
judo. Nhin chung, néu xét vé thé lyc thi phy ni
khong thé dich lai nam gi6éi ma. Hon nira, nhitng
dong tac nhao 16n hiém hoc cia capoeira cling hitu
dung dén bat ngd khi can bat git toi pham.”

“Vay a... Ra thé, c6 ndi dang.” L 1dm bam tan
dong, c6 vé an tugng. An tugng thye sy chir khong
phai dap cho qua chuyén. “Nghe c6 néi, t6i bat dau
thay himg tha v4i mon nay. Khi c6 thadi gian, t6i sé
tim video xem thtr... Tuy nhién, du c6 ty tin dén dau,



néu doi phuong co6 sing hodc ap dao vé s6 lugng thi
tinh hinh van khéc. Xin hay thét cdn than.”

“T6i hiéu r6i. Xin anh dung lo, t6i ty biét lugng
sttc minh vé phuong dién nay. Phai ro6i, L...” Cudi
cung, Misora hoi L.

“Sao vay, c6 Misora Naomi?”

“T6i thiac mac... L doan ra hung tha caa vy nay
1 ai r6i phai khong?”

“..Vang.” L im lang gidy lat r6i dap bang cau
khang dinh.

Qua nhién, Misora nghi. Néu khong, anh ta da
chéng biét 4&n mang ti€p theo xay ra khi nao. Nhung
L van bao Misora ty suy nghi d€ tim ra co s& xac
dinh thoi diém d6. Tic 1a ¢ thoi diém hién tai,
nhitng thong tin can thiét d€ xac dinh hung thu déu
xudt hién réi u? Misora vira thodng nghi t6i day thi
L da tiép tuc, @ap tan suy doan cua co.

“Thu that, ngay tir ddu t6i da biét hung thula ai.”

“Hé?”

“Hung thu la...” L néi. “Hung thu la B.”

O Wammy’s House, Winchester, Anh, chtng t6i
dugc nubi dudng dé€ tré thanh ngudi kétuc L, hodc ké



thay thé€ L, nhung néu ndi chiing t6i bi€t vé L rdo hon
ai hét thi qua 1a sai Iam. Tinh ca to6i, chi c6 vai nguoi
timg tryc ti€p gdp mat L khi anh & tu cach L. Vay
ma dén t6i cling khong biét gi vé L cua khoang thai
gian trudc khi anh gap Watari, titc Quillsh Wammy,
nha phat minh thién tai va cling 1a ngudi sang lap
Wammy’s House. Khong ai biét chi tiét vé L.

DAau thé, t6i van hiéu duge tam trang ciia Watari.
Trén quan di€m cta nha phat minh, khi bat gap tai
ning hiém c6 nhu L, ai ciing s€ nady sinh ¥ mudn
tao ra ban sao, ban sao luvu. Nhu da dé céap & trén,
L khong xuit hién truéc cong ching la dé€ bao vé bo
nio cua anh, bao vé lugng tri thirc khong 16 ngoai
stc tudng tugng tap trung trong cid nhan duy nhat
khoi ban tay t§i pham. L y thitc rat ro cai chét cua
minh c6 thé khién ti 1€ tdi pham trén thé giGi ting
lén hang chyc phan tram. Nhung...

Néu tao ra dugce ban sao cua L thi sao?

Neéu ghi lai duge ban sao luu cua L thi sao?

D6 chinh 1a ban chat cua ching t6i. Nhitng dira
tré cua L, dugc dua vé tir khap thé gisi. Nhitng dtra
tré khong biét tén nhau, don thuan dugc tap trung
lai mot ché.

Thé nhung, du Watari ¢6 1a nha phat minh thién



tai, viéc tao ra phién ban khac cua L ciing khong dé
dang. Dén t6i va Near, nhitg ké dugc cho la giong
L nhit, con thiy anh giong nhwr 4o anh, cang t6i gan
cang bi bo xa, du chiing t6i da c6 ging hét sitc mong
bat kip. Cho nén chéng c6 gi d€ ban cai vé thoi ki
Wammy’s House m&i dugce sang 1ap, khi moi tha
con & giai doan chay thir. Dira tré dau tién, A, khong
chiu duge ap lyc khi phai song dudi cai bong cua L,
da ty két liéu sinh mang. Dira tré thi hai, B, Beyond
Birthday, thong minh xuit sic, nhung lai [im dudng
lac 16i.

B chinh la B trong “backup”, tirc ban sao luu.

Nhung thay vi tré thanh L, B lai tim cach vugt
qua L. Khong, c6 1€ khong phai thé. To6i khong biét
suy nghi thyc sy ciia han. Thé hé cua han, khong,
cua ho chura giong véi thé hé thir tw ma t6i va Near la
dai dién. Ching t6i 1a nhitng dira tré duge tap hgp vi
muc dich duy nhat la tim ra d6i tugng ti€p theo duge
s& hitu céi tén L, con ho 1a nhitng ban thir cAm chéac
that bai va chua bao gid duge trao cho mat danh L.

Chinh vi vay, can nhac nhitng trai nghiém cuaa
ban than, toi s€ tiét ché thoi quen phat ngon tuy y
dya vao tri tudng tugng, nhung van mudn noéi rang,
c6 1€ Beyond Birthday da nghi thé nay.



Chimg nao L con t6n tai, B khong thé tra thanh
L. Chimg nao ban goc con ton tai, ban sao mai mai
chi 1a ban sao.

Los Angeles BB lién hoan an.

L.A.B.B.

L is After Beyond Birthday.:

bo 1a ly do t6i cho ring cai tén nay khép véiy @6
ctia hung thi hon “An mang bt nhin rom” hay “Vu
giét ngudi hang loat trong phong kin & Los Angeles”,
chr hoan toan khong phai do cach dit tén hay hay
do. Tat nhién, viéc Beyond Birthday ¢6 tinh xa dén
thé€ khong thi chua r6... Nhung néu han ¢6 y 6 khi
gi6i han pham vi gy an trong Los Angeles, thi han y
d6 d6 chinh la céi tén nay.

T6i dam chéc B bi &m anh vé c4 nhan L hon ca
t6i va Near. Vi mudn thach thac tham tir noi tiéng
ma tré thanh t6i pham, t6i ciing hiéu cam giac ay
nén mai co thé viét ra ghi chép nay, tuy nhién... Rot
cudc han mudn dat dugc diéu gi khi sat hai hang
loat ngudi vo can nhu vay?

Phai chang, that bat ngd, B chi mudn gap L. Bai
khi @6, hdn c6 thé dung d6i mat tir than bAm sinh @€

1. L x€p sau Beyond Birthday.



xem tén va tudi tho cua L. Biét dugce tén that cua L.
Nhu vay sé biét nhan than cua L. Beyond Birthday
chua timg tiét 16 véi ai, chua timg cho ai biét viéc
minh s& hitu d6i mat tir than. Han c6 ty coi minh 1a
tr than cling chéng la.

Vi vdy, day la cugc chién tham tir gitta L va B, tuy
hinh thic c6 bién tuéng. T4t nhién, khong thé dem
no6 so sanh v4i cuge chién tham tir ding nghia timg
dién ra giira L va Eraldo Coil hay Deneuve. Nhung
nhin tir quan diém “chuyén gia diéu tra déng thoila
chuyén gia giét ngusi”, cling nhu cau noéi noi tiéng
“tham tr xuit sic nhit chinh 1a tén t¢i pham xuat
siac nhat”, thi khong nghi ngd gi nita, day chinh la
cudc chién giita cic tham tir.

Beyond Birthday khiéu chién L.

L chap nhén 16i khiéu chién do6.

Nhur vdy, néi trang ra, LABB lién hoan an chinh
la cudc tranh chap noi by cia Wammy’s House,
mai dm than yéu cua chiang t6i. That khong may
cho nhitng nan nhén thiét mang vi bi cudn vao
cudc, nhung du Beyond Birthday khong ra tay, ho
ciing dugc dinh sin s€ chét vao dang ngay gic do
vi nguyén nhan khac. Bai thé, du xét trén phuong
dién dao dirc, chuyén ho mat mang ciing la bat kha



khéng. Viy thi ngudi duy nhat bi cudn vao cude
chién, theo nghia chinh xic nhit cia cum tir nay,
chi c6 Misora Naomi.

“Um, tm, tm. Cha la la. La la la. H6 h6 ho ho
ho6 ho ho hé hé! Khong khong, khong phai cach cuai
nay. Hu hu hu!”

Mic quén 4o xong...

... han bé co ring rac.

Va bat dau hanh dong.



Khi Ryuzaki xuit hién & can nha pho, tic hién
‘truong an mang thit ba, thi da qua 3 gio chiéu.

“Xin 16i vi bat c6 chd, ¢6 Misora.”

bén mudn hon mot ti€ng dong hoé ma chi xin 16i
bing giong thd o, gin nhuw khong to ra ay nay. Nghe
xong, Misora dap lai bang ngir diéu day cham biém.

“Khong sao, t6i cting khong dgi anh. T6i bat tay
diéu tra trugc roi.”
“Véy 11{?”

Ryuzaki nhanh chéng vao tu thé tt chi cham dat
roi loat soat tién lai gan Misora. Tuy da quen véi
canh nay, nhung dong tac dot ngot cua anh ta van
khién c6 giat nay. Va lai ciing da ba ngay troi qua ké
tir 1an cudi c6 gap Ryuzaki...

Ngay 16/8, sau khi lién lac v4i L, Misora quay lai
can ho cua Quarter Queen, thong bio vGi Ryuzaki
an mang thir tw (néu c6) s€ xay ra sau siu ngay nira,
22/8. Puong nhién Ryuzaki da hoi lam sao co biét,



nhung chinh Misora ciing khong biét. Va r6 rang
khong thé tra 161 L d3 ndi thé...

Tuy nhién sau do, trong qué trinh tro chuyén
vGi Ryuzaki, c6 lai tim ra cau tra 16i. Pap an nay rat
thuyét phuc, dén c6 ciing cam thay hgp 1y, nhung
ti€t 16 cho anh ta ngay tai cho thi chang con gi tha vi,
nén c6 kién quyét chi dap “Toém lai la ngay 22”. Gi¢
nghi lai Misora m&i thiy cau “Thé a?” cua Ryuzaki
¢6 vé qua lanh dam...

Du gi thi cudi cing ho cing thong nhat s€ t&i
diéu tra hién truong 4n mang thi ba, tirc cdn nha
pho cua Backyard Bottomslash, vao ngay 19. Trugc
do, Misora Naomi va Ryuzaki Rue sé ty tim ching
ctt hé trg viéc pha an va chuin bi cho qué trinh suy
luan tiép theo.

Trong thdi gian nay, Misora giit lién lac dinh ki
v4i L, xay dyng suy luan ctia minh, qua do6 thu duge
nhiéu théng tin hitu ich (gbm ca nhiing tinh ti€t méi
ma canh sat phat hién, do L cung cip). Nhung t&i
ngay 19, sau khi d€n hién trudng an mang thir ba va
mot minh diéu tra sudt vai tiéng dong ho, c6 lai cam
thay chua dat dugc chit tién trién nao so v4i ngay
16, lic ¢ Downtown.

“Co xem phong tdm roi chi, c6 Misora?”



“Tat nhién. Anh Ryuzaki thi sao?”

“Trugc khi 1én cau thang t6i da li€c qua. Phong
tam han khong st dung dugc nita. Chéc chi c6 nguoi
nhu Elizabeth Bathory' méi mudn budc vao cén
phong bi son theo kiéu dy.”

“Hung thu lau sach toan b dau van tay, nhung
lai khong lau mau nan nhan. O hién trudng vu thit
hai cling vay. Bi &m anh chéc chi t&i mitc do la cung.
Qua la dién hinh. Hin hung tha cam thay chang co
gl dang quan tam tru ban than.”

“Vang. Co ndi dang.” Vira ndi, Ryuzaki vira than
nhién bo quanh san phong dam mau.

Anh ta nén chi y hon t6i tinh trang ¢ day
chi! Hay anh ta khong thém quan tam? Ciing nhu
hung thu... Misora nghi, méat doi theo dong tac cua
Ryuzaki.

“T6i nghi & day chang co gi dau. Toi cling dé€ y va
tim kiém ki luGng r6i.”

“Oi, nguoi nhu c6 Misora cling n6i nhimg cau bi
quan vay sao?”

1. Nit ba tudc ngudi Hungary, néi tiéng xinh dep va tan bao,
bi budc tdi giét hon 600 phu nit tré. Theo truyén thuyét, ba
thudng tAm mau trinh nit d€ giit gin vé dep va tudi thanh xuén.



“Khong han... Nhung anh Ryuzaki, t6i thiy diém
dang cha y & hién truéng an mang thit ba la ttr thi bi
cat roi. Canh tay trai va chan phai bi cat rdi... bay
la mot diém rat di thuong, méi chi xuat hién ¢ nan
nhan nay.”

“Phai, ching ta cling tiing ban qua. Thi von &
day nhung gio khong con... Suy luan theo huéng do
thi diéu ta can lam sang to 1a tai sao hung thu vt
chan phai trong phong tam, nhung lai mang tay trai
di? Du gi ciing la ca canh tay, khong dé mang di nhu
hai tap truyén tranh Chacha quang khdn do, vay ma
hén van lam.”

“Céanh tay trai van chua dugc tim thay. Vat bo ti
thi khong dé, néu ding la hung tha da mang canh
tay trai di, thi chic chian han phai c6 dong co tuong
uing. Khéng ro dong co do c6 phai 16i nhan hay
khong. Khong phai 16i nhan thi hén la dau vét bat
lgi cho hung thu...”

“Phai. Chi c6 thé nghi vay. Nhung néu hanh
dong nghién nat d6i mat ciia nan nhan thir hai am
chi ‘difm mu’ hay ‘kinh mat’, thi hanh dong mang
canh tay trai di c6 y nghia gi day... A, nhan nhic dén
di€m nay, c6 Misora, t6i bidn khodn vé chan phai
hon. Hung tha xt 1y chan phai qué nira voi. Co da
no6i viat bo tr thi 1a khéng dé, nhung ban than viéc



cat roi tir thi cling ching don gian, rat mat thoi gian.
Co6 khong nghi lam vay trong phong mét cin nha
pho la qua nguy hi€ém u? Ciing khong biét khi nao sé
bi hang x6m & sat vach phéat hién.”

“Tay trai bi cat dat to khép vai, chan trai tu
khép dui... Vi tri caa tu thi han la ¢ day. Xem nao,
anh dau, anh...”

Misora lay ra tdim anh chyp hién truéng &n mang
th ba ma c6 chuyén tir tii xach vao tdi ao truge do.
O hién trudng vy thir hai, tim anh nay timg gitp ich
rat nhiéu cho viéc suy luan. Co diéu chinh sao cho
nén tdm anh khép véi canh thye, d€ uwéce lugng vi tri
chinh x4c cua tir thi.

“O day, tay phai va chén trai con lai dang rong ra
hét... Khong dang, khong han la dang rong. Hum...”

“Nhung theo suy luan ctia ¢6 Misora thi van con
thai gian trude khi &n mang thit tu xay ra, ta cit diéu
tra that can than... Nhan day, c6 co thé cho t6i biét
dugce chwra? Tai sao ¢0 lai nghi 4n mang thir tu s€ xay
ra vao ngay 22?”

“A... Phai roi...”

Misora cat tdm anh vao tdi 4o, quay vé phia
Ryuzaki. Nhung Ryuzaki lai khong quay mét vé phia
c0. Ho quen biét da nam ngay, gip gb ba Ian, song



anh chang nay khong c6 th6i quen nhin ngudi doi
dién khi noi chuyén thi phai. Ma thoi, gid c6 cling
chéng ban tam vi nhitng tiéu ti€t nhu thé nira.

“N6i ra chac anh s€ thiy don gian t&i ngd ngan.
An mang thirba xay ra vao ngay 13/8, anh nh& chir?”

“Vang. Co khong can nhac lai dau.”

“Trong vu d4u tién, ta da bat gip sy xuat hién
cua chir s6 La M3, con trong trudng hgp nay la chir
s6 A Rap. ‘Mudi ba’, titc ‘13°. Viét sd 1 va sO 3 canh
nhau theo hang ngang, anh xem, c¢6 phai ra chit B
khong?”

“Phai.” Ryuzaki gat dau.

biéu nay qua don gian, dén ndi cd lo sé bj anh ta
cudi ché, nhung Ryuzaki lai d6n nhan v4i vé nghiém
tc ngoai dy doan.

“Nhac m&i nhd, t6i timg nghe qua diéu nay duéi
dang cau @0 danh cho tré em thi phai. Cau hoi la
‘1+3=",dap anla B...”

“Phai, B.”

“... B.B u? Nhung c6 Misora, di€éu nay dang véi
an mang thir ba xay ra ngay 13/8, con cac vu khac thi
sao? Cau do 6 chit dugc gui cho canh sat Los Angeles
ngay 22/7, vu giét ngudi thir nhat xay ra ngay 31/7,



vu thir hai xay ra ngay 4/8, va vu tié€p theo c6 thé
xay ra vao ngay ma co Misora suy doan, 22/8. To6i
khong cho rang nhitng ngay thang nay c6 quan hé
vGi chir B.”

“Thoat nhin thi qua that khong lién quan, b&i
cach dién giai cho timg truong hgp la khac nhau. Dé
hiéu hon ca la vy thir nhat, xay ra ngay 31/7. 3 va 1.
Chi cin d6i choé chit s6 hang chuc va hang don vi la

»”»

dugce so ‘13,

“V6i ngay 31 thi ding. Suy doan cua c6 1a kha
di. Nhung c6 Misora, ngay 4 va hai ngay 22 kia thi
sao?”

“Gidng nhau thoi. Y t6i 1a cach giai thich... S6 ‘4’
trong ngay 4/8 chinh la dap an gbc cua phép tinh
1+3 trong ciu d6 danh cho tré em ma anh Ryuzaki
vira nhac dén. Ngay 22/7 va ngay 22/8 déu c6 s6 22,
hang chyc la 2 va hang don vi 1a 2, nén néu chuyén
mét tir hang chuc xuéng hang don vi, ta s€ ¢6 13.”

B. 13.

“Tom lai, cho t&i nay, hung thu da hanh dong
vao ngay 22, ngay 31, ngay 4, ngay 13, chudi ngay
nay c6 diém chung la néu cong chit s6 hang chuc
va chit s hang don vi, ta s€ dugc 4. Méi thang chi
¢6 bon ngay nhu vay 1a ngay 4, ngay 13, ngay 22 va



ngay 31. Chi c6 4 ngay. Trong tit ca nhitng ngay dy
déu c6 chuyén xay ra... S6 bu nhin rom ciing lai 1a 4.
1+3 bang 4... Pay ¢6 thé chi la triung hgp, nhung néu
xét ca khoang thdi gian gitra cAc &n mang, bon ngay
va chin ngay, cng 4 va 9, ta cling dugc sb 13, tirc B.”

“Ra vay. Khong té.”

Ryuzaki to vé tan dong. Misora ciing vi vdy ma
phan khai.

“T6i nghi dong nhat 13 va B 1a quan di€m ding

»

dan.

“Pung vay phai khong? Vi thé€ t6i nghi, nhan
dinh vy thi tu xay ra vao ngay 22, chin ngay tinh
tir ngay 13, la hgp ly. Cling ¢c6 mot huéng suy luan
khac, riang sau 9, 4, 9 phai la 4, bon ngay sau, tic
ngay 17... Bai khi @6 quy luat vé khoang cach thai
gian gitta cac vy, 13, sé€ ldp lai Ian hai... Nhung toi
van phan doan ngay 22 ¢6 kha ning hon, vi thiang
truGce da coé chuyén xay ra vao ngay 22. Hon nira, ¢o
géng thé nao t6i van khong tim ra diéu gi am chi B
tir con s6 17. Cho nén t6i tin chac vu thit tu s€ xay ra
vao ngay 22.”

Ngay 17 da tr6i qua ma khong c6 &n mang tuong
ty nao xay ra ¢ Los Angeles. Khong phai Misora
khong lo lang, nhung 16i khing dinh manh mé cua



L d4 tran an c¢6 rat nhiéu. Chinh vi thé Misora m&i
nhan dinh viéc khoang cach bon ngay va chin ngay
cdng lai bang 13 la sy trung hgp ngau nhién ma
hung thua cam thay c6 thé bo qua.

“T6i chi xin b6 sung m¢t diém.” Ryuzaki noi.
“T6i nghi chuyén 1 tir hang chuyc xuéng hang don vi
0 s0 22 cua ngay 22 d€ dugc 13 la hoi gugng ép. Toi
cam thdy lam thé€ la bé cong manh méi cho phu hgp
v&i két luan, bai 1y do chuyén 1 khong ro rang. Khac
v&i 1y ludn doi cho 3 va 1 trong s6 31 6 ngay 31 dé€ co
s0 13, Iy do & day dugc co rat ra khi da biét két qua.”

“Ha... Nhung anh Ryuzaki...”

“Xin ding hiéu Iam, vé co ban t6i déng y v4i suy
luin cua c6 Misora. T6i chi khong hai long véi diém
do6 thoéi.”

“Nhung... Néu vay...”

Néu suy luan lién quan dén théi di€m quan
trong nhat, ngay 22, bi phu nhan, gia thuyét caa c6
sé sup d6. Con vong vo “vé co ban t6i déng y” gi nita,
no6i thé la phu dinh toan bj suy luan cua c6 con gi?

“Vé phan do, t6i c6 y kién khac. C6 Misora ting
no6i c6 16n 1én ¢ Nhat Ban dang khong? Néu vay, han
la c6 quen v6i chit Han cua céc con s6 hon t6i.”

“Chit Han cua cac so...”



“Hay hinh dung s6 22 khi dugc viét bang chir
Han.”
“”.?”

Chit Han cua s 22 u?

Hai muoi hai

—— (nhi thap nhj).

Misora tudng tugng theo 161 Ryuzaki, nhung
van khong suy ra dugc gi tir may chir dy.

“Co thdy sao?”

“... Anh c6 hoi t6i cling chang biét dap an.”

“Thé u? Vay t6i sé cung cdp thém ggi y. CO
Misora, hay thay chit thap & giita bing dau cdng va

, Haiconghai g

hinh dung. Khi ay ¢0 s€ c6 —+

“A.”

Ggi y gi nira, day chinh 1a dap an.

2+2 bang 4. Va 4 bang 1+3.

“Cong chiing v4i nhau, ta sé dugc 4... Co da no6i
vay nhi? T6i nghi dién gidi 4 bang 3+1 1a y tudng
tuyét voi. Boi von di ta phai dit 1 va 3 canh nhau dé
lién hé 1+3 vGi B, noi cach khac la cong 1 vbi 3 dé€
tao ra chir B. Vi thé, chinh vi thé, t6i méi cho rang
22 nén dugc hiéu thanh —+ —. Mién la c¢6 co s¢ thoa
dang d€ cong ching v4i nhau. Dya trén tién dé do,
suy ludn 4n mang thir tu xay ra vao ngay 22/8 1a hgp



ly. Vira roi ¢6 Misora hiing hon qué nén t6i hoi nao
nung, nhung gi¢ thi sang khodi réi, cam giac nhu
vira uéng can mot tich duong do vay.”

€« »

Nghe céach vi von dy, Misora lién thidy bu6én non.

Nhung that may, c6 vé Ryuzaki cing déng y vGi
suy doan cua c6 vé thoi diém xay ra an mang th
tu... Tuy Ryuzaki khong hoan toan tan thanh mei
gia thuyét cia Misora, cy thé 1a 1ap luan cua anh ta
vé ngay 22 hgp Iy hon ctaa c6, nhung trudc mat co6
van tam thd phao nhe nhom.

“C0 Misora nay...” Ryuzaki chgt n6i thém. “T6i
chi xin bo sung mét di€m nira.”

“Hé?”

“T6i chi xin b6 sung m6t diém” [an thir hai. Mot
don tan cong bat ngo.

“Suy luan nay dua trén tién dé rang khi lya chon
nan nhin, hung tha nham t4i nhitng ngudi co6 tén ho
bat dau bang B-B, cling chinh la mat xich con thiéu,
noi cach khéc la dya trén tién dé hung thu bi am
anh v6i B. Tuy nhién, khi dat dugce két luan nay, t6i
va c0 Misora ciling da dé cap t6i kha nang hung thu
tim kiém nan nhén c6 tén ho bat dau bang Q-Q chir
khong phai B-B, va d6 md&i la mat xich con thiéu.”



“A, chuyén nay...”

Trong truéng hgp nan nhan thit tu la mét dira
tré ndm sap voi tén ho bat dau bang Q-Q, moi suy
luén cua c6 sé sup dé.

“Gia stit mét xich con thi€u la Q chit khong phai
B thi suy luan cta c6 dang di trat huéng kha xa. Khi
do, c6 thé noi suy luan dy duge tao ra bang cach bop
méo Iy 1€, hoan toan dya trén sy trung hgp.”

“Anh cho la trung hgp u? Khi ma ta dang no6i vé
13 va B? Suy ludn nay khép vGi cac manh moi dén la
ling. Néu la Q thi dau c6 di€m nao phu hgp?”

“Vang, t6i cling nghi vay. Khép t6i mic nay thi
hén khong phai ngau nhién. Nhung du sao d6 van
chi la suy luan dya trén két qua, dugc xay dung sau
khi sy viéc xay ra. T6i mudn hoi tai sao c6 Misora lai
tién hanh suy luan dya trén B chir khong phai Q?”

“Béi vi...”

B&i vi hom do, L da khang dinh kha chac chin
v4i Misora “Hung thu 1a B”, va rdng anh ta da biét
ngay tir ddu. Nhung ldc nay c6 van chua thé tiét 1§
v&iRyuzaki. Co phai gitt bi mat tuyét d6i mei chuyén
vé L. Du d3 tro chuyén kha nhiéu va tuong d6i c6
thién cam v&i Ryuzaki, nhung co ciing khong thé bat
cin 16 miéng,.



“... Tinh t6i thoi diém hién tai da c6 ba nan nhan,
tilé B va Q la 2:1, nén t6i 4n tugng véi B hon... Dai
loai thé. Tat nhién, khong chi B, t6i cling da nghi vé
Q, nhung chura tim ra di€ém nao phu hgp...”

Du ¢0 gang che gidu, khi thot ra nhitng 16i nay,
Misora van kh6 ma phu nhan rang Iy ludn cia minh
rat mat ty nhién. Ryuzaki cling thiy vay, anh ta
théng thimg bao, “Cam giac hoi mo ho, cin c thiéu
vitng chac.”

Von dang phan chin va hanh dién, Misora bong
c6 cam giac bi tat cho mét gao nuéc lanh. bhang vay,
tw hao cdi gi co chitr... Chiang phai c6 chi thu thap
bing chimg, tim kiém ly do @€ thay L trinh bay suy
ludn hay sao. Pay la suy ludn ctaa L, nén c6 khong
nghi “can cit thi€u vitng chac” 1a 16i nhan xét chinh
xé4c, nhung bao c6 14p luan duya trén két qua sau khi
sy viéc xay ra thi dtng la khong chdi cai duge.

“Hung thua la B...”

“Sao co?”

“A, t6i thay ring cho dén nay B khong ngimg
duge nhan manh. Néu ban than diéu nay cling la 1oi
nhan thi sao? To6i nghi c¢6 kha ndng hung thu ciing
c6 tén ho bat dau bang B-B.”

“Hoac c6 théla Q. Q-Q. bing nhu ¢6 Misora ndi,



qua la trong vu an nay c6 rat nhiéu di€ém lién quan
dén B, nhung van c6 kha ning chting ta chi chua tim
ra diém lién quan dén Q ma thoi.”

“Vang... bung vay.”

“Tuy nhién, t6i vain nghiéng vé kha nang B thay
vi Q. Hon 99%.” Ryuzaki than nhién noi.

Thé thi khac gi rat lai phat ngdn truée d6?

“Kha ndng hung thu 1a B ciing rat cao. Nan nhan
la B-B, hung thu ciing 1a B-B... Mgi chuyén tré nén
tha vi réi day.”

“Tha vi u?”

“Vang. No6i chung la sau nay xin c6 hay chu y,
cd Misora. Khi mudn khang dinh hoic phu dinh, ¢6
déu phai c6 du bang chirg thuyét phuc. Ngay ca khi
suy luan cua c6 la dtng, néu nd dya trén co sé sai
Idm, thi ¢6 cling khong thé chién thing dugc hung
thua.”

“Khong thé chién thing... Anh Ryuzaki, day la
van dé thing bai u?”

“Vang.” Ryuzaki tra 15i. “Day la van @€ thing
bai.”

Bai vi day 1a mot cude quyét dau.



L thudng chi tham gia ph4 4n néu vu an c6 hon
mudi nan nhan hodc thiét hai hon mot triéu do6 la.

Nhung c6 hai ngoai 1€.

MGt 1a d§ kho cua vy an 6 mic L (16n, that tuong
xing v&i tén anh). Hai 1a vu viéc mang tinh ca nhan
ma L budc phai tham gia. C6 thé n6i vu LABB thoa
man ca hai diéu kién nay. Bai ngoai @9 kho khoi cian
ban cii, doi v6i L, day con la cugc chién chong lai
ban sao cua chinh minh.

Tir h6i thang Nam, gidm d6c duong nhiém cua
Wammy’s House da thong bao viéc B mat tich v&i
L thong qua Quillsh Wammy, titc Watari. K€ tur do,
trong lac giai quyét rat nhiéu vy an, L van d6c toan
lyc @€ tim kiém B. Ngudi ta chi biét dén han véi cai
tén B, khong ai trong Wammy’s House biét tén that
cua héin 1a Beyond Birthday, bgi vay cudc tim ki€m
gép rat nhiéu kho khan. Nhung cudi cliing, qua vu
giét ngudi hang loat nay, L da Ian ra dau vét cua B.

Ciing vi thé, ngay tir dau L da biét hung thu la
ai. N6i dang hon, doi véi L, cai dich cta cudc tim
ki€ém la vu an chtt khong phai hung thu. L da khong
nging chd dgi, dgi t6éi khi Beyond Birthday gay



chuyén d€ thu hit sy chii y cua anh. That khé hinh
dung, nhung c¢6 1€ nhitng diéu ké trén chinh la ly
do thye sy khién L, ngudi c6 thé diéu dong moi co
quan canh sat trén thé€ giéi, chi mugn stitc cia minh
Misora Naomi d€ xr Iy sy viéc Ian nay. Téi chua bao
gid nghi L lai xem trong thé dién dén vay, nhung co
lé anh ciling giong nhitng ngudi binh thudng khac,
khong muén @€ chuyén xau ho trong nha bi qua
nhiéu ngudi biét dén.

L 1a muyc tiéu cia mgi thanh vién Wammy’s
House, myc tiéu ma ai ndy déu mudn vugt qua,
mudn danh bai, mudn de bep.

M ciing vay, N ciing vay, B ciing vay. M trong
vai tro ngudi thach thie, N trong vai tro ngudi ké
nhiém. Va B trong vai tro t6i pham.

“Anh Ryuzaki, anh da phat hién thém manh méi
nao chua?”

Sau khi két thiic cudc thao luin vé cdc mdc thoi
gian, Misora quyét dinh nghi ngoi choc lat, xuéng
nha bép dudi ting mét pha hai tach ca phé (tat nhién
la v6i lugng duong binh thudng). Co dat ca phé 1én
khay, quay lai phong cua Backyard Bottomslash. Hai
tay ban bung khay nén c¢6 gap rat nhiéu khé khin
v&i viéec mé& cura. Cudi ciing, do tay ndm ctra & vi tri



ngang eo, nén c6 hoi ruén ngudi va maé clrta bang
cach ké khoa thit lung vao d6. Thé réi, c6 dot nhién
trong thay Ryuzaki nam ngua & giita phong, chan
tay dang rong thanh hinh chir dai. Vira dat chan vao
phong, ¢d lién simg lai.

“... cO... phat hién ra khong?”

Misora 1ap lai may tir r&i rac vo nghia.

L€ nao anh ta dinh biéu dién cho c6 xem dong
tac nh6m diy trén t chi tir tu thé ndm ngira, réi bo
quanh phong nhu trong mét bo phim kinh di noi
tiéng? Nghi t6i kha ning nay, Misora bong thiy bat
an, nhung that didng mung (hoic dang tiéc), dén
Ryuzaki ciing biét lam thé 1a khong on. Vay rot cude
anh ta dang lam cai gi kia?

“Anh Ryuzaki nay...”

“T6i dang la tirthi.”

“Hé?”

“Bay gio toi 1a tur thi. T6i khong thé tra 16i ¢6. Toi
chi 1a mot x4c chét.”

A9

Mirora hiéu ra. Tat nhién, néu tir “hi€u” mang
ham y chdp nhén y kién cua d6i phuong thi c6
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khéng hé muén “hiéu” anh ta. Dudng nhu Ryuzaki



dang nam theo tu thé€ ciia nan nhan thi ba khi bi
giét. Khoi phai noi, tay trai va chan phai cia anh ta
van gan lién v§i than, nhung n€u hinh dung ching
bi cat rai, thi du khong so lai v6i anh chyp, c6 ciing
c6 thé thay Ryuzaki dang tai hién chinh xac dang ve
lic qua ddi cta Backyard Bottomslash.

Co 1€ day la mot thir nghiém mang tinh thyc
tién, nhung Misora cho rang hanh vi nay chang
c6 miy y nghia. Tuy nhién, lén tiéng binh phim
phuong phap suy luan ctia ngudi khac cling that vo
bo. Co ben quay ra cin nhéc, xem nén budc thing
qua hay di vong qua Ryuzaki d€ t6&i cho chiée ban.
C6 khong mudn bugc qua anh ta, nhung ciing khong
ua di dudng vong.

“Um? Xem ndo.”

bing lac 4y, ¢6 vo 1€. Minh da phat hién dugc
diéu gi d6. Nhung rét cudc l1a gi? Hinh nhu co vira
nhac thiy... Khong, sao c¢6 c6 thé nhac thay thi gi,
khi vira mé& cira da gap canh Ryuzaki gia chét dap
vao mat?

Khoan, chua chac. Néu Ryuzaki khong nam &
do, thir dau tién c6 trong thay la gi? Phai roi, néu
Ryuzaki khong & d6 can tré c6 bung ca phé... Néu
anh ta khong & d6 thi... chiang c6 gi dac biét. Can



phong hét sttc binh thudng, tuy hoi ryc rd. Co chi
ngui thiy mui mau phang phat. Cuing lam c6 thé ké
thém cai 16 trén bitc tudng doi dién...

L6 trén tudng?

“D4u vét cua bu nhin rom...”

Mot céi 16 don thuén thi khong gay cha y lam.
Nhung néu khong phai ddu vét, ma la ban thian con
bu nhin thi sao? Can ¢ vao tim nhin, khi ma cira,
thtt dap vao mat c6 sé khong phai Ryuzaki dang gia
chét, ma la bu nhin rom. Mé& cua 1a 13p tic trong
thay bu nhin rom. Vi muc dich d6 ma mot trong so
ching méi duge gam & kia... Ché gdm nhitng con
bt nhin rom c6 cing G cao (so v&i chiéu cao cua
Misora thi ndm ngang eo), tuy hién trudng ma vi tri
cu thé khac nhau. Nhung néi thé nghia 1a, du & hién
trudng nao, bu nhin ciing 1a thi dau tién dap vao
mat khi mg cira...

Cai lo.

“Xin tht 16i, anh Ryuzaki!”

Van cam khay ca phé trén tay, Misora budc
thang, a khong, nhay thang qua Ryuzaki. N6i dting
hon la c6 dinh 1am vay, bai c6 1€ do qua vi vang,
c6 da u6c lugng nham khoang cach phai bang qua,
hiu qua la gidm tring bung Ryuzaki. Bing b6t. Hon



nira, theo phan xa, d€ giit thang bang kéo roi khay,
Misora cang thém cudng, tr6t don toan b trong
lugng dap lén co bung anh ta.

“Hy.” T thi 1ap titc phan ‘mg. Au ciing 1a 1&
duong nhién.

“X... xin 16i anh...”

Néu lic d6 c6 d6 ca ca phé nong vao ngudi
Ryuzaki, thi hdn danh hiéu hau dau cua Misora sé
dugc luu truyén doi doi cho hau thé. May sao tinh
hinh khéng t6i mic iy, nhd kha niang giit thing
bang tot, dugc rén luyén nhd tap vo cia Misora. Co
nhanh chéng dat khay 1én ban, dung ca hai tay lat
soan soat tai liéu diéu tra. Co cin kiém tra xem tri
nhd cua minh c6 chinh xac hay khong.

“C6 chuyén gi vay, c6 Misora?”

Tuy la ké 1ap di, nhung ro rang Ryuzaki khéng
thich bj phuy nir gidam dap. Anh ta ngimg gia chét, lat
nguoi lai, bo bang bon chan vé phia Misora.

“T6i muén xem lai so d6 hién truong an mang.
O timg hién truong... Um, t6i hidu roi. Vé vj tri ctia
bu nhin rom dy.”

“Vi tri ctia bt nhin rom? Y ¢6 14 sao?”

“Khi chiing ta diéu tra hién trudng, canh sat dia



phuong da mang nhitng con bu nhin di r6i, nén gic
t6i méi @€ y. Toi nhan ra c6 tinh quy luat trong vi tri
ctiia nhimg con bii nhin ma hung tha dé lai. O hién
trudng nay ciing vay, khi md cira buGc vao phong,
thir dau tién lot vao mat 1a bu nhin rom. M6t con
bt nhin rom & d6i dién cua 16n. Hung thu da sap
dat sao cho khi bugc vao phong, ngudi ta sé lap tirc
trong thay bu nhin.”

“Hum. C6 ndéi dang...” Ryuzaki nhanh chéng
gat dau tan déng. “Trong can phong nay thi qua la
vay. Nghe c6 néi, t6i da nhé ra, ¢ hién truong vy thir
nhat va vy thit hai ciing thé, ngay khi mé cura, tha
dau tién t6i thiy chinh la dau vét cia bu nhin rom
trén bitc tudng d6i dién. Nhung chuyén d6 thi néi
lén diéu gi?”

“Um, chuyén d6...”

Do la... ROt cude nén noédi thé nao day? Misora
c6 cam giac da tim ra manh moi quan trong va kich
dong thai qua, t6i mic gidm lén bung Ryuzaki,
nhung khi bi chat van, c¢6 lai lang tang khong biét
tra 16i ra sao. Tuy nhién, thira nhan la qua mat mit,
nén Misora c6 gang kiém c6 14p liém.

“Um... Chuyén d6 c6 thé lién quan dén viéc hién
truong la can phong khoa kin.”



“Tiac 1a?”

“Trong 4n mang thir nhit, thir hai, hay thi ba,
nguoi dau tién phat hién tir thi ciia nan nhan déu
phai m& ctra va budc vao hién truong, bat ké ho
dung chia khoa dy phong hay pha cira. Va roi, mot
con bu nhin rom ghé rgn thinh linh dap vao mat ho.
Thir dau tién lot vao méat ho 1a bu nhin rom. Du thé
nao di nita, sy chi1 y cua ho ciing s€ bi con bt nhin
rom thu hut. Lgi dung khoanh khac d6, titrc khoanh
khac ma sy cha y cia ngudi dau tién phét hién thi
thé dang huéng téi cho khac, hung thi - ké van dang
an nau - lién thoat khoi can phong khoéa kin...”

“Pay ciing 1a mdt muu chude lién quan dén can
phong khoéa kin trong ti€u thuyét trinh tham, véi
tinh ¢6 dién chang kém gi manh khoe kim chi. Tuy
nhién, c6 Misora, xin hay suy nghi cidn thin. Néu
chi mudn danh lac huéng thi dau can dén bu nhin
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rom.
“Tai sao?”

“Vi trong truong hgp khong c6 bu nhin rom, ti
thi s€ dap ngay vao méat ngudi ta. Cling nhu vira roi,
c6 Misora da sitng lai khi nhin thay x4c t6i vay. Vé ly
thuyét, hung thu hoan toan c6 thé l¢gi dung khoanh
khac ngudi dau tién phéat hién ra thi thé dang siing
so deé thoat khoi phong.”



“A... Phai. Anh néi dting. Vay thi, ching 18 hung
thi mu6n ngudi phat hién 4n mang nhin thay thi
khic dau tién, chit khong phai tir thi? T6i khong
hinh dung néi Iy do trong trudng hgp d6.”

“Dung vay.”

“Néu khong mudn ngudi ta cha y dén xac chét,
thi @€ xac chét bi phat hién mudn hon mét hai giay
cling v6 nghia. Tai sao lai dat bu nhin rom & vi tri
nay? L€ nao tinh quy luat chi la trung hgp?”

“Khong, hin phai c6 ¥ d6 nhat dinh. Khé ma coi
d6 1a sy trung hgp. Tuy nhién, t6i thady huéng ti€p
can nay khong may gia tri. T6i xin nhéic lai, thay vi
tap trung vao van dé can phong khoéa kin va bui nhin
rom, t6i mong ta hay, va tin rang ta nén, wu tién tim
ki€ém 161 nhan hung tha d€lai.”

“Nhung, anh Ryuzaki... Ma thoi, ¢t 1am thé di.”

Misora dinh phan d6i, nhung théi. C6 van ban
khoidn vé di€m nay, nhung ding la c6 tranh luan
ti€p ciling chang di t6i dau. Thay vao do, phai nhanh
chong xac dinh nan nhan, hodc dia di€m xay ra vy
th tu. Phai gap rit tim ra 16i nhan hung thu d¢€ lai
trong cin phong nay, hon la tim hiéu vé nhitng con
bt nhin rom & hién truéng nao ciing co.

“Xin 16i, toi da lam lang phi thdi gian quy bau
cua anh.”



“Néu c6 dinh xin 16i, thi hay xin 16i vi gidm lén
nguoi toi, c6 Misora.”

“A, vang, tit nhién 1 ca vy gidm.”

“Co thye sy 4y nay ch? Néu t6i nho c6 mot viéc
nho nho d€ thé hién sy héi 16i, chac c6 khong phién
cha?”

“..Vang.”

Yéu cdu boi thudng hét sitc trang tron...

Nhung ding la c6 da gidm vao ngudi anh ta.
Hon nita con phii phang don xudng toan bd trong
lugng.

“Anh muon t6i lam gi?”

“C6 c6 thé dong gia tir thi gitp to6i khong, nhu t6i
lam ban nay ay? Backyard Bottomslash la nit, ma toi
lai 1a nam, nén t6i nghi néu c6 gitp thi sé dé khoi ggi
tu duy hon la t6i.”
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Hinh nhu vién tham tir tu nay khong biét rang
con ngudi co6 cai goi la long ty trong, Misora nghi.
Nhung hoan canh hién tai lai khong cho phép co tu

chdi. Néu lam thé, c6 s€ phai d6i mat véi 161 don



“Misora Naomi la d6 tsundere”. Tinh thé dang vo
cung nguy cap, cd sin long thir mei giai phap kha
di. Chang biét c6 tac dung hay khong, nhung da dén
nudéc nay thi bao bo quanh phong c6 cling gat. Thé
14, mu6n ra sao thi ra, Misora nim ngira xuéng san.
Go6c nhin thay déi.

“Thé nao? Anh c6 phat hién gi khong?”
“Khong, ching c6 gi ca.”

“Vay a? Qua nhién.”

Biét 1a v6 ich ma anh con bao t6i lam a?

Ryuzaki ngoi trén ghé trong tu thé 6m gdéi nhu
moi khi, 1én tiéng “T6i xin phép uéng luén kéo
ngudi” roéi caim lay tach ca phé Misora pha, dua 1én
miéng. Pudng dugc thém theo mirc phu hgp véi
Misora nén c6 cit nghi anh ta s€ phan nan, song
Ryuzaki ching noi gi. Hoa ra anh ta tiéu thu dugc ca
nhimg thit khong phai d6 ngot. Pting ra Misora da
c6 thé ngoi day, nhung thdy khong thich 1dm nén cit
ti€p tuc nam ngra.

“Phu! Ca phé néng cang lam bung dau.” Ryuzaki
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noi.

1. Ngoai lanh trong néng.



Trong anh ta c6 vé dimng dung, khong ngo thu
dai thé.

“Anh Ryuzaki... Giong v&i nan nhan thit nhat,
nan nhan nay ciing bi hung thu c¢gi bé quén o, sau
d6 méi cit roi by phan co thé, réi mic lai quan 4o.”

“bng vay. C6 van deé gi voi viéc @6 u?”

“A, t6i hidu cdi bo quin 4o thi sé dé cit hon. Bai
quén 4o kha dai, c6 thé vudng vao ludi dao. Nhung
tai sao hung thu lai mac quan 4o cho nan nhan [an
nira sau khi da cai ra? D€ nguyén ciing dugc kia ma?”

“Hum.”

“T6i doan trong vu dau tién, han mac lai so mi
cho nan nhan nhim che gidu nhimg vét rach mo6
phong chir s6 La Ma. Con vu th ba thi... that kho
ly giai. B&i viéc méic quan 4o cho ti thi ric roi hon
tudng tugng nhiéu... khong, ding noéi tir thi, mac
cho ngudi bat dong thoi da rat kho.”

“Co Misora, cing chan phai trong nha tim van
con mang giay va tat ding khong?”

“Vang, theo anh chyp thi van.”

“Suy doan thé nay thi sao? Muyc dich cia hung
thu... 16i nhan caa hung tha khong lién quan dén
quén 4o va giay, ma chi xoay quanh phén co thé bi



cat rgi. Chinh vi thé nhitng thit khong lién quan,
nhiing chi tiét khong lién quan déu dugc phyc hoi
nguyén trang...”

Phuyc hoi nguyén trang.

Néu viy...

“Néu vay... Phan khong lién quan hén la tay trai
va chan phai. Han bé chan phai trong phong tim va
mang tay trai di mat... Tai sao? Tay trai va chan phai
c6 diém gi dac biét? Tay va chan...”

Misora 1am bam, mat van nhin 1én tran nha.
Thay thé, Ryuzaki cling ngang dau nhin tran, réi
cham rai cat gigng nhu dang hoi tudng.

“Trudc day...” Anh ta wvira ndi vira gim mong tay
cai. “T6i timg pha mot vu 4n, khong chimng c6 thé
dem ra tham khao, ¢6 c6 mudn nghe thir khong?”

“Anh ct néi.”

“Trong vu giét ngudi do, nan nhan bj sat hai baoi
mot nhat dam vao ngue, ngédn ap ut ban tay trai bi
cat rdi va mang di. b6 ciling 1a trudng hgp b phan
co thé bi cét rgi. Co nghi nguyén nhan la gi?”

“Néu bo phan bj cit rdi la ngdén ap 1t ban tay
trai thi don gian. Nan nhan da két hon phai khong?
Chéc chan hung thu lay di ngoén ap ut d€ cudp chiéc



nhan cu6i. Bdi sau thdi gian dai ndm trén ngoén tay,
nhan s€ bam chat vao da thit, du c6 gang kéo ra ciing
khong thao duge.”

“bung vay. Hung thu pham t$i vi muc dich cu6p
doat tai san. Khi chiéc nhan dugc ban ra chg den,
toi da phat hién va Ian theo dau vét @6 @€ bat giir ké
giét nguoi.”

“Anh Ryuzaki, ban than cau chuyén anh ké rat
tha vi, song du thé€ nao ngudi ta ciing khong lay
di ca canh tay chi d€ cu6p mét chi€c nhan. Va lai
Backyard Bottomslash vén ddc than. Theo tai liéu
diéu tra, hién nay nan nhan con chang hen ho véi
nguoi dan 6ng nao ca.”

“Nhung ngoai nhan cu6i van con nhitng loai
nhan khac.”

“Ké ca thé€ cling khong t6i mirc phai ldy di ca
canh tay.”

“Vang, dang vay. Nén t6i mdi noi ¢ 1€ vu an cii
chi thich hgp d€ tham khao. Néu khong c6 ich thi
cho t6i xin 16i.”

“Anh ciling khong can xin 16i... Trong vy nay
khong c6 chiéc nhan nao... Chac 1a khong...”

Néu khong phai nhan thi sao?



Vong tay ching han?

Néu khong phai nhan ma la vong tay... Khong,
that ngu ngdc. Cat ngdn tay d€ cuGp nhan con hiéu
duge, chir cat ca canh tay d€ cuép vong thi thuc
khong thé€ hi€u néi, du c¢6 gang ly giai cich may.
Chac chang ai lam vay dau. Ma von di hung thu caa
vu an nay khong nham t6i tai san... Néu han gay an
vi tai san thi nan nhan tha hai da khéng phu hgp.
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b6t nhién, Misora vuon cinh tay trai 1én tran
nha. Khong ro vi Iy do gi, ¢6 nhic tay khoi san, xoe
ban tay, dubi timg ngbn hét ¢&, nhu thé muén nim
lay anh den huynh quang.

Trén ngbn 4p 1t cia c6 c6 mot chi€c nhan. Nhan
dinh hon v4i Raye Penber. Du da deo nhan, c6 van
c6 cam giac man dinh hon nay giéng nhu tro dua
gitta nhirng dta tré... Tuy nhién, gia s ai d6 chit dut
ngon tay, hodc ca canh tay cd, d€ cu6p doat chiéc
nhan nay thi sao? Néu né la vong tay...? Khong 6n,
dat minh vao hoan canh tuong ty, ¢6 cang thay viéc
d6 that phi ly.

Khi c6 gio canh tay lén, ong tay 4o khoac trugt
xudng, khién chiéc dong ho deo tay nay gid bj che
khuit phan nitra 1§ han ra. Chiéc dong h6 bang bac



nay la mén qua Raye Penber ting c6 vao sinh nhat
nim nay, ngay 14/2. Phai réi, néu khéng phai vong
tay ma la dong ho thi sao? N6 bang bac, nén chac
khong ré... bong ho deo tay?

“Anh Ryuzaki, tay thuidn cua Backyard
Bottomslash la tay nao?”

“Tay thuan u? Theo tai liéu diéu tra cua co
Misora thi hinh nhw 14 tay phai. Vay thi sao?”

“Diéu @6 c6 nghia la, xét theo 1é thudng, cod
kha ning nan nhan deo d6ng hé trén tay trai, phai
khong? Vay thi c6 thé hung thu da dem dong ho deo
tay di khoi hién trudng.”

Van nam trén san, Misora ti€p tuc.

“Chan phai caa nan nhan con mang nguyén giay
va tat. Vi thé€, kha ning canh tay bi mang di con deo
nguyén dong ho la rat 16n.”

“Y ¢6 1a hung thu cit canh tay d& cup dong ho?
Nhung liéu c6 dtng thé khong, ¢c6 Misora? Nhu c6
da @é cap, chang ai 1y di ca canh tay d€ cu6p nhan,
vay thi ai lai 14y di ca canh tay d€ cuép déong ho? Va
lai, néu muyc dich la @ong ho thi hung thu chi viéc 1ay
no6 di. bong hoé khac v6i nhan, khong gan chat vao
da thit dén néi khong kéo ra duge. Pau nhat thiét
phai cat ca canh tay?”



“Khong, t6i nghi myc dich ctia hung tha khong
phai ban than chiéc d6ng h6, ma la 16i nhan dang
sau an mang [an nay. Néu chi c6 chiéc d6ng ho bién
mat thi qua 16 liéu, nén hung tht méi 13y di ca canh
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tay...

“Chiéu tro danh lac huéng u? Ra vay... Th€ thi
toi lai khong hiéu tai sao phai cat dat ca chan phai?
Chéc chan nan nhan khong deo déng h6 & chan.
Ngoai ra, mudn danh lac huéng cling dau can cat ca
canh tay? Toi thay chi cian ban tay la da.”

(13 »

Um, Ryuzaki néi ding, nhung... C4 nhan Misora
van cam thiy ¥ tuéng vé dong h6 khong té... Co c6
linh tinh minh sap cham tay vao sy that. b6 la dy
cam mo h6 ma c6 c6 dugc sau khi tiép xic véi hién
truong vu thir nhat va thit hai. Néi theo 16i thudng
dung thi d6 la linh tinh chic chan, rang hung tha da
ldp lai kiéu hanh ddng bat thudéng & hién trudng vu
thit ba nay, nhu cach han lam trong hai vu truée...

“Canh tay trai... Cang chan phai... C6 tay tréi...
C6 chan phai... Tay trai... Chan phai... Pong ho,
dong ho, déong ho, @ong ho... Hai chan hai tay, hai
canh tay, hai cang chan... Nhitng by phan co thé
con lai mé6i c6 y nghia chiang? Khong phai tay trai va



chan phai, ma la tay phai va chan trai... Ngudi ta hay
nhéc t6i tir chi...”

“Thém dau la ndm.”

“Thém d4u la ndm... Nam trir hai con ba... ‘Ba’.
Vu thit ba... Chan tay... Thém d4u, thanh nam...

Pau? bau. Pau, mot canh tay, mot cang chan...”

Misora thir ghép ndi moi tir ngit xuét hién trong
dau, nhung c¢6 cam thay minh giong nhu dira tre lac
dudng, vi s¢ di vao ngd cyt ma khong nging loanh
quanh tai ché m¢t cach vo nghia. Dan da c6 con co6
cam giac da danh méat kim chi nam von ¢6. Kim chi
nam, la ban...

“Mudén am chi ndm trtr hai con ba thi cat bo hai
tay de€ lai hai chan, hoac cat bo tay trai va dau déu
dugec... Giad st bugc phai chon tay trai, vi Iy gi lai cat
thém chan phai...?”

Giira liic Misora gan nhu roi vao canh bgi long
tim vét chi @€ kéo dai thai gian, néu ra ca nhitng cau
hoi khong thé coi 1a cau hoi, nhitng nghi van ching
dang goi la nghi van, Ryuzaki m&i 1én ti€éng.

“Néu chi con lai dau, mot cAnh tay va mot chan,
thi chiéu dai ciia méi phan déu khac nhau.”

Nhét thoi Misora khéng hi€u Ryuzaki vira néi
gi. Khi hi€u ra, c6 lai bi cau noi lac dé ctiia anh ta lam



cho b6i roi. Tom lai 1a anh ta mudn noi tay dai hon
dau, tirc 1a dai hon ¢0, chan lai dai hon tay. Nhung
rot cugc anh ta c6 y gi? Ryuzaki ciling chi thot ra suy
nghi 16e 1én trong dau nhu c6 ching? Nhimg 16i ay
khong thé dung lam kim chi nam d€ dinh huéng suy
luan...

“Kim chi nam...? Xem nao, ‘kim’ u?”

“Kim thi sao?”

“Khong, kim...”

“Kim va chi” xudt hién trong thua thuat dan dyng
cdn phong khéa trai c6 dién. Nhung ching ching
lién quan gi t&i trudng hgp nay... Kim? L€ nao...

“Pong h6! Kim dong ho, anh Ryuzaki!”

“Sao co? bong h6? Kim dong ho u...”

“Kim gi¢, kim phut, kim gidy, ba loai kim! Ba
loai kim ctia d6ng ho c6 chiéu dai khac nhau!”

Misora chong manh canh tay dang gio cao
xudng san nha, 14y da ngoi bat day. Co lao thing t&i
ché Ryuzaki, doat 14y tach ca phé anh ta dang cam,
udng mot hoi can sach réi din manh tach xuéng ban
nhuw muén dap vo no.

“O hién trudng dau tién, hung thi 14y di hai cudn
Chacha quang khdan do réi dung cudn Tro choi han



ché’thay thé&! O hién trudng thit hai, han 14y di kinh
ap trong roéi ding cip kinh mat thay thé! Va r6i, ¢
hién trudng thit ba, hian 14y di chiéc dong ho deo tay
va dung nan nhan d€ mé phong déng ho!”

“M6 phong... Bién nan nhan thanh déng h6?”

Trai voi vé kich dong cua Misora, Ryuzaki chi
ma& to d6i méat giu triac nhin ¢6, dung giong diéu tho
o @€ dap lai.

“PDong ho u...”

“Anh chua hi€u sao, dau la kim gio, tay la kim
pht, chan la kim gidy! Chinh vi viy, khi 1dy di chiéc
dong ho, hung thu khong chi thao dong ho hay cat
roi cO tay ma con cit @it ca canh tay tir khép vai,
dong thaoi phai cat dat mét cang chan tu khép dui.
B&i néu khong lam vdy, han sé khong c¢6 duge ba
chiéc kim dong ho!”

Kich d@ong néi xong mét hoi, Misora mdéi tran
tinh dugce. C6 1ay trong tti ra mot tdim anh, chinh la
anh chuyp tu thi cia Backyard Bottomslash. Thi thé
nam ngua, dang hai tay hai chan, khong, khong phai
hai tay hai chan, vi tay trai va chan phai da bj cat roi.

“Nhin day, anh Ryuzaki, hay xem tdm anh nay.
Anh thay khéng... Pau chi gig, tay phai chi phut,
chan trai chi giady, 12 gi¢ 45 phut 20 giay!”



“Hum. Pang viy, néu c6 néi thé...”

“Khong phai toi ndi thé. Pay la 16i nhan hung
thu dé€ lai, khong thé [am dugc... Hung tha bo chan
phai bj cat roi trong phong tam, chinh la @€ nhéin
manh thir bi mang di la dong ho.”

43 »

Ryuzaki im lang chéc lat nhu thé suy ngam réi
noi “Xin cho t6i mugn mot chat” va 1ay tam anh tur
tay Misora. Sau d6, anh ta xoay cd theo nhiéu goc
khac nhau, cidn thin xem xét. Trudc canh tugng Ay,
Misora bt dau cam thay toan b suy ludn minh wvira
noi ra da di trat huéng. Noi cho cung, suy luan dé
chi ¢6 gia tri néu n6 dan dén 161 nhan. Cho nén, néu
Ryuzaki bao day la sy trung hgp vo cén ct, tat ca sé
sup d6. Bagi suy luan cua Misora khong c6 bang c6,
v0 phuong chimg minh, chi nhu phép thir thuan tay
dya vao tryc giac. Pay la tran dau st dung tryc giac.
Vi tryc giac, c6 c6 thé thang, ciing c6 thé bai.

“Co Misora.”

“Vang, sao?”

“Gia s suy luan cua c6 la chinh xac... Thi theo
tdm anh nay, chi€c déng ho tir thi c6 thé chi nhiéu
thoi diém chir khong ding lai ¢ 12 gio 45 phiat 20
giay.”



“Hé?”

“Day, c6 xem.” Ryuzaki doc nguge tim anh cho
Misora nhin. “Lam th€ nay, c6 c6 6 gio 15 phut 50
gidy. Hoac theo cach nay...”

Ti€p d6 Ryuzaki xoay ngang tim anh. “3 gi¢ o
phut 35 gidy. Quay thém 180 d9, c6 c6 9 gic 30 phut
5 gidy.”

“..Phai.”

bang viy, anh ta néi dung. Trong anh, nan
nhan dugc chyp tir trén xudng, nén c6 da ty y cho
rang phan dau, tic kim gid, dang chi thang vao méoc
12 gi¢. Nhung néu xem nan nhan la cum kim dong
ho6 thi @6 khong phai la kha nang duy nhit. C6 thé
la 12 gio, c6 thé khong. Bang cach thay doi goc do
cuia tdm anh, ho ¢6 thé thu duge vo s6 mdc thdi gian
khac nhau. Béi ngay ca khi cum kim nam c6 dinh,
mit s6 van c6 thé xoay ty do tir o dén 360 d6.

Khong c6 tiéu chuin @€ xac dinh thoi gian.

“Néu nan nhin la cym kim thi cin phong ti
giac nay sé 1a mat s6, do nan nhan ndm ngira & giita
phong. Theo @6, tir thi cia nan nhan nam song song
hodc vuong goc véi bon biae tudng, nén tam thoi chi
can xem xét bon kha ning nhu t6i vira n6i. Nhung
bon kha niang cling 1a qua nhiéu. Khong thé khang



dinh ta @2 doc hiéu diang tin nhin cta hung thu néu
chua thu hep dugce cac kha nang xudng mét, hay
nhiéu nhat 1a hai.”

“Can phong la mit so...?”

“Phai r6i, mét trong nhitng yéu td0 quan trong
cua an mang th nhit la chir s6 La M3, loai ki ty
thudng xuyén xuat hién trén déong ho... Nhung trong
can phong nay khong c6 thir gi tuong ty chit s6 La
Ma. Néu c6 ggi y thé hién bitc tudng nao am chi may
gio thi tot qua.”

Ggi y thé hién bitc tudng nao am chi may gio ...
Thir &y ndm ¢ dau mébi duge... Trén bon bic tudng
chéng c¢6 gi la. Chi la nhiing bitc tudng hét st binh
thuong. Mot bitc c6 cira ra vao, bitc @6i dién c6 cira
s6. Mot bire khac ¢6 gian @€ quén 4o... Hay ggi ¥
nam ¢ phuong huéng? La ban...

“Anh Ryuzaki, nhin tir cin phong nay thi huéng
Bac la huéng nao? Néu coi huéng Bac la 12 gio...”

“T6i cling da nghi dén diéu d6, nhung chéng co6
co s& nao d€ coi huéng Bac la 12 gio. Pay khong
phai ban d6. 12 gi¢ hoan toan c6 thé ¢ huéng Dong,
huéng Tay, hay huéng Nam, dang khéng?”

“Co sd... Co sd u... Phai, ding vay. Khong c6
béang chitng thi it ra phai c6 co s@... Nhung... La biic
tuong nao day... Lam sao biét dugc...”



“Qua la nan giai. La that, t6i c6 cam giac mot
bitc tuong cao 16n khong thé vugt qua dang dimg
sing siig trudc mét ching ta...”

“Tudng...? Phép so sanh ctia anh rat hay. Tudng,
tuong...”

Tuong? Nhac t6i tudng, Misora nghi dén bu
nhin rom. Trong can phong nay timg c6 hai con bu
nhin rom. Diéu nay co6 lién quan gi chang? Khong
chung trong trudng hgp nay bu nhin rom lai mang
¥ nghia nao d6. bung roi, bay gi¢ day 1a manh moi
duy nhéit. Misora gan nhu ép minh nghi vay, r6i bam
vao d6 dé xay dung suy luan. Bu nhin rom. Rom. Bu
nhin. Bu nhin. Bu nhin... Thi nhé6i bong? Thia nhéi
bong... Can phong rye rd. T6i mitc khong phu hgp
vGi mot phy nit 28 tudi...

Tha nh6i bong trén tusong.

“... T6i hiéu r6i, anh Ryuzaki.” Misora néi. Lan
nay khong hé kich dong. C6 hét sttc binh tinh. “S6
luwgng tht nhéi bong. S6 lugng tha nhoéi bong & moi
bitc tuong thé hién so gi¢. Anh xem, trén bitc tuong
cho6 canh cira ¢6 mudi hai con. Pang kia c6 chin con.
Chuang dai dién cho 12 gi¢ va 9 gig. Vay thi néu coi
can phong nay nhu mit dong ho, huéng c6 canh cura
s€ la nira trén.”



“Hay khoan, c6 Misora.” Ryuzaki ngat 10i co.
“Khéng thé€ phu nhin phan dién giai vé 12 gid va 9
gig cua co, nhung & bic tudng dang nay chi c6 nam
con thii nhéi béng, & bitc tudng kia chi c6 hai con.
Bon so trén mat dong hoé phai la 12, 3, 6, va 9 méi
ding. Khong thé dyng nén mét dong ho véi bon so
12,2,5,9.”

“Co thé, bdi ta con c6 nhitng con bu nhin rom.”

Misora vira nhin nhing cai 16 trén tuéng vira noi.

“Cong hai con thti nhéi bong v6i mét con bu
nhin rom, ta dugc 3. CoOng ndm con tha nhéi béng
v6i mét con bu nhin rom, ta duge 6. Nhu vay, viéc
mo phong mit déng ho ¢ hién truéng cia 4n mang
th ba da hoan tat. Can phong da bién thanh mot
chiéc dong ho.”

Misora nhe nhang dit anh chyp tu thi cua
Backyard Bottomslash xudng san, can than diéu
chinh goc d¢ cho dung vi tri ma co, va trugc do la
Ryuzaki da nam.

“Chiéc déng ho nay dang chi 6 gic 15 phit 50
gidy.”
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page. 6 That bai

Va roi, ngay 22/8 da t6i.

Chinh la ngay hung thu vu LABB bi bat gift... Tuy
nhién, ta chi biét dugc diéu d6 khi nhin lai lich sir.
Con vao thdi diém cua sy viée, nhitng ngudi trong
cudc chua thé doan biét tuong lai, dién bién ciing
ching thyc sy suén sé. Au ciing 1a 18 duong nhién
nhu mei sy kién lich sit khac. Thay vao d6, Misora
Naomi don ngay hom ay vGi vo so bt 1¢i, long bat
an hon bao gid hét.

6 gid 15 phut 50 giay.

That may khi da doc ra 16i nhan hung tha € lai
hién truéng an mang thitba, nhung Misora van phai
nghi xem d6 14 6 gi¢ 15 phit 50 gidy sang, hay 6 gic
15 phit 50 gidy chiéu. Sau khi nhan thiy hién trudng
bi bién thanh mot chi€c dé6ng h6, Misora da lién tuc
tim kiém dén tan hém sau, 20/8, nhung khong phat
hién yéu t6 nao trong can phong chi ra méc thaoi
gian trén thudc vé budi sang hay buoi chiéu.



“Tim ki t6i mic nay ma van khong phat hién
manh moi, 1€ nao sang hay chiéu déu dugc?”
Ryuzaki néi. “Hung tha bi€én nan nhan thanh dong
ho6 co thay vi dong ho dién tir, nén co6 1€ viéc ching ta
¢0 phan biét budi sang va budi chiéu 1a hoi hap tip.”

“Ciing phai...”

Misora gat dau. Du suy doan cta Ryuzaki cb
dang hay khong, trudc mét ho van chi c6 thé nghi
vay. Dau sao Misora ciing bat dau hiéu 16i nhan theo
ca hai nghia “6 gid 15 phut 50 giay” va “18 gic¢ 15 phiat
50 gidy”. Loi nhéan ¢ hién truong vy thit nhat 4m chi
Quarter Queen, 16i nhan & hién truong vu thir hai
am chi ga Glass, vay thi 16i nhan ¢ hién truong vu
thitba am chi céi gi...

Misora va Ryuzaki cting doc sitc diéu tra, nhung
nguoi dau tién tim ra dap an kha di la Ryuzaki.

“061550”. Pay la s6 gidy phép xay dung cua
mot chung cu ¢& 16n & Pasadena, khu thung liing,
tap trung gan hai tram cin ho tir hai t&i bon phong
ngu. Ngudi song ¢ do 1a mét phu nir tén Blackberry
Brown. Can 1313. Tén ho ciing bat dau bang B-B.

“Muc tiéu la day, khong nghi ngd gi nira.” Misora
noi.

Theo quy dinh, so gidy phép xay dyng chung cu



lu6n bat dau bang s6 0, chac chan khong c6 toa nha
nao vGi s6 gidy phép la “181550”. Von hoi lo lang
chuyén sang hay chiéu, Misora da yén tam khi nhan
dugc dap an nay. Nhu 16i Ryuzaki néi, day la dong
ho6 co, nén c6 c6 thé thd phao vi khéng cin quan tim
chuyén sang chiéu...

Tuy nhién, mit miii Ryuzaki lai khong sang sua
cho lam. That ra Ryuzaki von khong phai ngudi co
dang veé lac quan, nhung Misora thay phan ing ctua
anh ta lic nay con u &m hon binh thudng.

“Sao vay, anh Ryuzaki? Chung ta da doan dugc
duong di nuge budce cia hung tha va sin sang dén
dau, phuc kich dgi hén sa lugi. Ngoai viéc ngin chin
an mang th{ tu, néu khéo léo, theo ké hoach ta con
bat duge han. Khong, phai bat han, bat song.”

“C6 Misora.” Ryuzaki noi. “Ki thyc, trong chung
cu con mot ngudi nita phu hgp véi diéu kién tén ho
bat dau bang B-B. Bruceharp Babysplit, dan ong,
s6ng mot minh & can 404.”

“Ha, sao lai...”

Cb6 dén hai ngudi vai ho tén bat dau bang B-B...
bay la chung cu ¢& 16n véi hai tram can hg, ngoai
nhig ngudi song mdt minh, c6 khong it gia dinh
song cung nhau. Du ugc tinh mot cach khiém ton, s6



cu dan trong toa nha ciing 1én dén bon nam tram...
Duya trén cic phép tinh don gian, ti 1€ ngudi c6 tén
ho bat dau bang B-B la 1:676. Vi vy, c6 hai ngudoi
phu hgp ciing khéng phai qua ki la. Xac suat nay
cling hgp Iy.

“Nhung...” Misora 1én tiéng. “Du nghi thé nao,
t6i van cho la cdn 1313. Hay nhé lai maéi lién hé gitta
13 va B, anh Ryuzaki. 1313 4m chi B-B. Xét s6 lugng
bt nhin rom, day sé 1a Ian gay 4n cudi cung cua hung
thu. Do d0, cidn hé nay chinh la noi thich hgp nhat
dé thuc hién vu giét ngudi thir tu.”

“Vay sao?”

“Phai. B&i can 404...”

buang 1a 4 bang 1+3, ciing 1a B. Nhung gifra hai
Iya chon 1313 va 404, chic chan hung thu sé uu tién
can h¢ thi nhat... Misora tin rang du hung thu 13 ke
thé€ nao, han ciing s€ lya chon nhu vay. Tuy nhién,
Ryuzaki lai nghi khac.

“Anh Ryuzaki, ban than nhitng tda nha c6 ting
mudi ba hay cin mudi ba da rat hiém ¢ My. Thong
thudng, khi danh s6 tdng, ngudi ta s€ bo qua s6 13.
T gbc nhin cta hung thu, néu c6 ting mudi ba,
khéng phai han s€ mudn sirdung n6 sao? Ma khong,
do chinh 1a 1§ do hung tha lya chon nan nhan &
chung cu nay...”



“Hay nhé lai da, c6 Misora. C6 chua xét dén van
dé khoang cach thai gian gitta cac an mang. Cau do
0 chit dugc gii dén canh sat Los Angeles ngay 22/7.
Chin ngay sau, 31/7, vu thit nhat xay ra. B6n ngay
sau, 4/8, vu thir hai xay ra. Chin ngay sau, 13/8, la
vu thir ba. Va 22/8, tic 1a lai chin ngay nita, vu thir
tu c6 thé sé xay ra. Ta c6 khoang cach chin ngay, b6n
ngay, chin ngay, chin ngay. Tai sao khong phai 9-4-
9-4, ma lai 1a 9-4-9-9? Ching phai & day c6 van dé
sao? 9+4 bang 13 kia ma...”

“Chuyén do...”

Nguoi dau tién dé cap t6i “9+4 bang 13” chinh la
Misora. Nhung khong c6 chuyén gi xay ra vao ngay
17/8 c4, nén c¢b cho rang do chi 1a sy trung hgp... Co
khong tim ra diéu gi lién quan t&i “B” tircon s6 17, nén
ciing khong thyc sy coi d6 1a van dé. Misora khong
hiéu tai sao Ryuzaki lai nhic t6i nd vao lac nay.

“M0ot 4 va ba 9. Co6 khong nghi thé 1a thiéu can
bang u?”

“Anh néi dang... Nhung con xen ké...”

“Pay khong phai xen ké. Néu coi 4 va 9 1a mot
bg, thi chiing phai &m chi 13 theo 16i nhat quan va
lién ti€p. Nhung quy luat nay dang bi pha va, dé la
1y do t6i noi tinh hinh hién tai that kila.”



« »

“V6i sO cin 404, ta s€ c6 ba sO 4 va ba s6 9, can
bing r6i.”

“A...” C6 ca cach giai nghia nhu vay a?

“Néu cin thit hai dugce danh s6 khac, khong phai
404, thi t6i dam chic 100%, khong, 120%, ring nan
nhan ma hung thu nham té4i la Blackberry Brown &
cidn 1313. Nhung trong bao nhiéu kha ning, ngudi
th@ hai c¢6 tén ho bat dau bang B-B, Bruceharp
Babysplit, lai sOng & cin 404, v6i hai s 4. Vi vay
khong thé bo qua.”

“Chéc chin roi... Khéng thé bo qua...”

Nghe Ryuzaki n6i xong, Misora bat ddu nghi cin
404 c6 kha ning cao hon cidn 1313. Tuy nhién, c6
van cam thay c6 sy bat hgp 1y nao dé trong khoang
cach bon ngay va chin ngay giira cac vu an. Liéu két
luan chiing phat sinh mét cach ngau nhién c6 phai
sai [Am? Khing dinh “khong c6 gi xay ra trong ngay
22” cling la “két luan khi sy da r6i” @6 thoi? Néu hoi
hién trudng nao c6 thé giai dap rét rao yéu t6 gay
cam giac mo ho nay, thi cau tra 1oi s€ 1a cin 404,
thay vi can 1313.

Misora tic ludi.

C6 khong xac dinh dugc thoi di€m ma chiéc



dong ho twr thi chi ra roi vao buoi sing hay buoi
chiéu. Tuong ty, khi tim ra hién truong gy an tiém
ning, c6 cling khong thé thu hep s6 nan nhan tiém
nidng tir hai xuéng mét... Pén tdn day ma van con
nhimg diém map md khién c6 khé chiu. That birc
boi. R6 rang da doc hiéu 16i nhin, viy ma tam trang
van khong sang sua 1én duge. Dudng nhu phan suy
luan trudc d6 cua co6 sap dan tGi sai [Am mang tinh
quyét dinh...

“Khong con cach nao khac.” Ryuzaki 1én tiéng.
“Trong tinh hinh nay, ta chi c¢6 thé chia nhau hanh
dong. C6 Misora, may thay, doi ching ta c6 hai
nguoi.”

buang 1a c6 hai ngudi, nhung khong phai mot
doi.

Tat nhién hién gid c6 khong thé néi vay.

“M6i nguoi dén mot hién truong tiém ning.
Cach phan cong phu hgp nhat 1a c6 Misora t&i can
1313, t0i tGi cdn 404. Blackberry Brown & 1313 la nit,
Bruceharp Babysplit & 404 1a nam, nén phan cong
nhu vay la hién nhién.”

“Phan c6ng? Y anh 14 gi?”

“Chang phai c6 Misora vira noéi réi sao? Phuc
kich d6n dau dy. Trong hom nay hodc ngay mai,



ching ta hay thuong lugng v&i Blackberry Brown
va Bruceharp Babysplit, nhd ho hgp tac diéu tra.
Puong nhién, khong thé n6i ho dang la muyc tiéu ctua
tén gi€t nguoi. Néu bat cidn lam ro ri thong tin trudce
khi hung thu gay an, c6 th€ ching ta sé gip phai
nhirng tinh hudng khéng luong truée.”

“Nhung ho c6 quyén biét chuyén ma?”

“Quyén song quan trong hon. Chiing ta chi can
tra khoan phi phu hgp d€ thué can hé ca ngay la
duge.”

“Tién u?”

“Vang. D6 la cach don gian nhit. May thay, t6i
da nhan dugc mot so tién nhat dinh tir phia ngudi
tai trg, du tra khoan phi nay bat ki lic nao. Néu vu
an dugc giai quyét, t6i con nhan duge thu lao tir
khéach hang. Néu day la vu giét ngudi binh thuong
thi khong thé lam vay. Nhung trong vu nay, co ta,
hoac anh ta, tré thanh muc tiéu chi vi c¢6 tén ho
bat dau bang B-B. Ching c6 nguyén nhan nao khac
khién ho bi giét. Hon nira, hung thu nhit dinh sé sat
hai nan nhan trong chinh cin hd cta c¢6 ta, hoac anh
ta, tirc cdn 1313 hodc 404. Nhu vdy, bang cach gia
lam chu nhan va cho dgi trong phong, ching ta co
thé d6i mat v4i hung thu. Di nhién, d€ phong xa, ta



s€ dua Blackberry Brown va Bruceharp Babysplit di
lanh nan & noi an toan trong ca ngay 22... Pang roi,
d€ ho & phong cao cip cua khach san sang trong nao
d6 co6 duge khong?”

“Va roi ching ta... Um.”

Misora chdng tay 1én miéng, cin nhéc. Viéc mua
chudc nhitng ngudi c6 kha nang tré thanh nan nhan
chéic khong thanh van dé... Chang biét nguoi tai trg
tién cho Ryuzaki 1a ai. Néu nh¢ L, ¢6 ciing c6 thé 1ay
dugc so tién ¢t mua chugc mét ngudi. Ryuzaki dong
vai Bruceharp Babysplit, con c6 gia lam Blackberry
Brown...

“Co 1é ching ta khong nén nhg t6i sy gitp do
cua canh sat...”

“Pang vay. Tuy c6 thé bao vé tinh mang nan
nhan, nhung néu hanh dong qua ram ro, danh dong
hung thu, c6 kha nang ta sé d€ hin lot lu6i. Hon
nita, suy luan cua c6 Misora va t6i von khong du lam
Iy do @€ canh sat hanh dong. T6i nghi ta da dang
téi 99% vé 101 nhan caa hung thu, song du co stc
thuyét phuc dén thé€ nao, ta van thiéu bang chimg
xac thye. Tham chi bon ho ¢6 thé néi suy luan cua
ching ta la hoang tudng, chang c6 bang chimg bang
chiéc gi ca.”



“Chang c6 bang chimg béang chiéc gi ca?”
“Vang, bang chimg con khong co, ndi gi dén
bang chiéc.”

T “bang chiéc” von di c6 ton tai ha?

Nhung diang la anh ta n6i c6 ly.

Néu nhd ngudi yéu co6 ¢ FBI, Raye Penber...
Khong, khong thé nhd va FBI. Misora hién dang
nghi phép. Trudc mat Ryuzaki, c6 cling ty xung la
tham tir. Nhitng hanh dong trong mot tuan vira qua
c6 thé khién c6 gdp ric roi 16n v4i FBI. Du trén thye
t€, c6 hanh ddng dudi sy chi huy cua L, nhung co
khong thé cong khai diéu do...

“Co 1€ hung thu hanh dong mdt minh, nhung
anh Ryuzaki, chic sé c6 x0 xat khi bat gitt han.”

“Co dung lo. Pau mot choi mot thi t6i sé khong
thua. Trong thé nay chirt6i kha manh day. Co6 Misora
con thanh thao capoeira ma.”

“Pbung vay, nhung...”

“Co Misora, c6 biét ban stiing khong?”

“Ha? To6i khong... han khong bi€t bin. Nhung
t6i khong co6 sting.”

“Vay t0i sé chuén bi. C6 nhé trang bi day du.



Tinh dén thdi diém nay, ching ta mGi tham gia cude
chién thdm tr v6i hung tha. T gid tro di la cudc
chién song con. Co Misora, hay ha quyét tim.”

Ryuzaki vira néi vira cidn mong tay cai. Anh ta
ding chinh tu th€ d6 € nghiém tic tuyén bd cau nay.

Hom d6, Misora Naoimi qua dém & khach san
West Side, long day ban khoan va lo ling. Co lién
lac v6i L qua dién thoai trong phong khach san, yéu
cau hé trg tai chinh va hoan thién bang chirng cho
nhimng két ludn da thu duge.

Co6 nghi (tham chi con hoi chd mong) L sé phan
d6i kich ban hanh déng ctia Ryuzaki, cho riang phuc
kich nhu vay la quéa nguy hiém, hodc phai quan tam
nhiéu hon dén sy an toan cua nhimg ngudi ¢6 kha
ning tré thanh nan nhan. Nhung khong, c6 cam
giac L lai con phan ing kha tich cye true ké hoach
cia Ryuzaki. Misora héi di héi lai rang c6 c6 nén
tin tudng Ryuzaki hay khong, nhung ddi phuong chi
dap, c& @€ anh ta ty do hanh d@9ng. Con ty do hanh
dong gi nita, qua ngay 22, moi chuyén s€ nga ngil...

“Xin nh& c6, 6 Misora Naomi.” L néi. “Hay bat
gilr hung thu cua vy 4n nay bang moi gia.”

Str dung moi bién phap c6 thé. Bit ctt bién phap
nao.



“T6i hiéu r6i.”

“Cam on c0. Ciing phai néi thém, c6 Misora.
Chiing ta khong thé vién t6i sy gitp d6 cua co quan
canh sat chinh quy, nhung lyc lugng ho trg phi chinh
thie thi khac. T6i mudn diung danh nghia L € b tri
luc luwgng hé trg ddc 1ap xung quanh chung cu. To6i
c6 thé diéu dong ho ma khong can bang chimg xac
thyc. Tat nhién, du néi 1a xung quanh, ho van phai
gilt khoang cach kha xa.”

“Vang. Vay thi ¢t 1am thé di.”

Ho thao luan thém kha lau. Qua 12 gi¢ Misora
mai két thic cude goi. Pong ho da di€m sang ngay
21/8. C6 phai ¢ Pasadena ca ngay 22, chinh vi vay
¢6 can dén noi trudc, trong ngay 21. V6i tinh hinh
nay, c6 1€ dé xuat cua L hoi bat kha thi... Misora nam
xudng giudng khach san, nham mat, tir tir chim vao
gidc ngu.

“A...” C6 14m bam. LAm bam giita lic dau 6c sip
tam ngung lam viéc. “Minh nhac t6i chuyén biét
capoeira v4i Ryuzaki lac nao nhi...”

C6 khong biét.

Con mot diéu nita ma c6 khong biét.

biéu ma Misora thdm chi khong biét ring co
khong biét.



b6 mai mai la bi an d6i v6i Misora Naomi. Du
no lyc th€ nao, cd cling khong biét dugce. Rang hung
thua cta vy an nay, Beyond Birthday, sinh ra da so
hiru d6i mat tir than, va nho vay, chi cin nhin miét
la biét dugc tén va tudi the cua d6i phuong. Ring sir
dung tén gia hay vo boc truéc mat hin la hoan toan
vO0 nghia.

Co6 khong thé biét.

Von di, ban than Beyond Birthday ciing khong
giai thich dugc tai sao han c6 thé s dung d6i mat
tir than ngay tir khi ra d6i ma khong can thyc hién
giao dich hay tra gia. L va Misora, tit nhién la ca toi,
déu khong biét 1y do. biéu duy nhat t6i c6 thé khing
dinh 14, néu c6 tir than dan dén dén mic danh roi
cudn sb thién ménh, thi c6 tir than danh roi d6i mat
cling chang dang ngac nhién. Du sao di nira, doi hoi
nguoi khong biét dén sy ton tai caa tir than nhén ra
doi mat tir than cting 1a chuyén that 16 bich.

Tuy nhién, ngay ca khi bao d6 la chuyén 16 bich,
ta van c6 thé doan ra ¢ mic dd nhat dinh... Néu da
xem “B”1a “13”, thi chi can luu y thém rang, trong bd
bai Tarot, “13” 1a 14 bai &m chi than chét...

Chinh la nhu vay.

V61 hanh trang 1a vo van mai lo va yéu to bat lgi,



cong thém sai IJam duy nhét, Misora sap nghénh d6n
su kién quan trong nhét cua vu an.

Xin phép mé& ngodc.

Ban dau, t6i khong dinh dua Iy do Misora Naomi
nghi phép (thyc chat 1a bi FBI dinh chi c¢ong tac) vao
ghi chép nay. T6i chi dinh dé cap qua loa. Ngay ca
bay gid, to6i vian mudn lam vay néu c6 thé. T6i da
nghiém thc tinh dén phuong 4n dy. B&i nhu da noéi
O trén, 6 1a nan nhan duy nhat khong may vuéng
vao cudc tranh chdp nodi b6 cia Wammy’s House.
T6i khong mu6n xam pham sy riéng tr, hodc van dé
ca nhan cua co.

B&i thé dén gid t6i van kin ddo né tranh chu
dé nay. Nhung t6i day, ngay 22/8/2002, tai cin
1313 mét chung cu & Pasadena, t6i khong tranh
dugc nira, khi budc phai ta canh Misora cim khau
Strayer-Voigt Infinity (Ryuzaki gui) bang ca hai tay
va nhin n6é chidm chim v&i anh mét phitc tap. Kho
ma tinh bo nhay c6c sang sy kién ti€p theo néu chua
giai thich 1y do cho 4nh mat d6.

No6i 1a no6i vay, nhung 1y do cting khong r6i ram
lam dau. T6i sé giai thich that ngan gon.



Misora va dong d¢i da mét lién may thang troi
d€ xam nhép va bi mit diéu tra nham pha mot vu
budn ban ma tay, nhung chién dich tuyét mat nay
lai bi chinh c6 pha héong, chi vi khong thé bop co vao
thoi diém quyét dinh.

Misora khong c6 th6i quen mang sting, nhung
lic 1am nhiém vy thi hién nhién phai khac. To6i ciing
khong dinh dua ra 16i phan tran du tri nhu c6 chua
ting no sing ban ai. Hay nhé, Misora Naomi la mét
dic vu FBI dugc huin luyén bai ban. Cang khong
th€ cho riang c6 cudng sach s€ hay qua ngay thing.
Vay ma lac ay, c¢6 khong bop co duge. Bai doi tugng
truéc nong sung cua cb la mot dia tré méi 13 tudi,
tuy @6 cling khong phai Iy do chinh dang. Du 13 hay
bao nhiéu di nita, thang bé van la mét tén tdi pham
nguy hi€ém.

Thé ma Misora Naomi lai € n6 tron thoat. Hau
qua la cong sitc va thadi gian ca @6i bo ra déu @6 song
do bé. Chién dich tuyét mat phai hi sinh bao nhiéu
dé diéu tra thé€ la két thic, x6i hong bong khong.
Chidm hét. Khong bat ndi mét tén tdi pham nao.
Chua ké, du khong ai thiét mang, nhung trong d6i
¢6 ngudi bi thuong nang dén mirc khong biét c6 tro
lai hoat dong binh thuéng & FBI dugce khong. Két
qua thu vé qué t€ so v4i cong sirc bo ra. Tuy nhién



Misora chi phai nghi phép bat dac di, mét hinh thic
xtr phat kha nhe nhang, du c6 khong co than thé gi
trong to chirc.

Misora Naomi thuye sy khong hiéu tai sao khi ay
minh khong thé bop co. C6 1€ c6 da khong nhan thite
day du vai tro cua ban than véi tu cach dac vu FBI...
Khong, c6 1€ ¢6 khong da quyét tam thyce hién vai tro
ay. Raye Penber ngudi yéu co, khong ré6 muén dong
vién hay cham choc, da bao, “Em khong ximg v&i
biét hiéu Misora-tham-sat r6i.” Du khong chac lam
vé ngu y cua Raye, c¢6 van nghi anh néi ding,.

Ty dung Misora Naomi nh¢ lai anh méat daa tré
nhin minh lic ¢6 chia sing vao né. Anh mit ng&
ngang, hét nhu gip phai tir than. That ngu ngoc...
Dam giét ngudi ma lai tuéng minh khong bi giét
u? Ra tay giét ngudi dong nghia v4i xac dinh tinh
than bi giét r6i ch? D6 la nhén thirce can thiét véi toi
pham. Vi didc vu FBI. Vi ca doi bén.

Mobi ngudi 1a mét phan caa to chie. bia tré d6
cling 1a mot phén cua t6 chire. C6 thé vi viy ma nhan
thitc trong n6 da mai mot. Hodc té li€t. Hoac hoen
gi. Nhung thé thi da sao? ba tré d6 cidn ban khong
6 ca hoi sira chira 16i [am, tham chi khong c6 quyén
song cudc doi ngay thang. Misora nén doi hoi kiéu
nhan thirc gi ¢ loai ngudi nhu nd? Tan nhan bi€t bao



khi trong dgi mot diéu nhu thé. bia tré chi c6 thé
ton tai theo cach dy, day la sy that hién nhién. Ngay
tir ddu d6 da la so phan cua n6. Hay la du thé nao
no6 van phai chap nhan s6 phan? Cach con ngudi ta
song va chét da dugce dinh san chang? Sinh tirliéu c6
bi thé lyc nao @6 kiém soat?

Di nhién Misora rat han nhitng keé lgi dung sai
[am nay d€ da co ra khoi t6 chitc. Nhung cit so sanh
dtta tré 13 tu6i ma minh khong thé ban v4i Quarter
Queen nan nhan thi hai cia vy LABB, ¢6 lai cam
thdy toan b cau chuyén that ki quic.

Misora khong phai ngudi c6 long chinh nghia
manh mé. C6 cling khong nghi minh c6 quan niém
dao dic hay luan 1y vitng vang. C6 con chang co6 triét
1y nao khi d6i dién vGi vu 4n.

Co6 ct budce trén duong doi nhu thé buge trén
con pho xa la, r6i dit chan t6i vi tri hién tai. Nhung
néu duge lam lai cudc doi Ian nita, hin c6 sé dit
chan t&inoi khac. Néu c6 ai hoi tai sao ¢d lai lam cho
FBI, c6 ciing khong tra 16i dugce. C6 xuat sic trong
cong viéc, nhung diéu d6 xuat phéat tir nang lyc chir
chang phai y chi cua co.

“Néu hung thu 14 tré con thi phai lam sao day...”
Misora rau ri 1dm bam. “Mudi ba tudi... mudi ba
tudi a?”



RO6i c6 kiém tra ch6t an toan cua khiu sing
trude khi @it nbé sang bén canh. O 6 con c6 cong
tay d€ bat gitr hung thu, cting do Ryuzaki cung cap.
Co6 dang ¢ can ho cua Blackberry Brown, can 1313.
Cén ho c6 hai phong ngu, phong ngoai cung (c6 thé
nhin thay ngay tir16i vao) lap khoa chét vin.

Phia du6i, cach can h¢ nay chin tang, trong cin
404, Ryuzaki cling dang mai phyc chd hung thu
xuat hién, thay cho Bruceharp Babysplit. Ryuzaki
no6i minh rat manh, nhung than hinh gay go cting cai
lung cong lai phan anh diéu ngugec lai, khién Misora
kha lo lang. Ngay trong cugc hdi y trugce khi ai vao
ch6 ndy, Ryuzaki van day ty tin... That dang ngg.

O thoi diém hién tai, Misora van chua doén ra
hung thi, hay B nhu L goi, sé xuat hién tai cdn 1313
do minh phu trach hay cdn 404 do Ryuzaki phu
trach. Sudt thai gian qua, ¢6 da tranh tha suy nghi
moi noi moi lde, nhung van chua thé di dén két luan
hgp Iy. Co con ban khoin ca vé mac mitu trong 16i
nhin ¢ hién trudng thir ba, thai di€m chi€c dong ho
tir thi chi ra la sang hay chiéu...

Khong, gid c6 nghi ra cling mudn réi. Lac nay
phai xac dinh d6i tugng hung thu nham t6i chinh
la c0, nguoi dang dong gia Blackberry Brown chu
nhan can 1313, va hanh dong trén tinh than ay. bay



khong phai lic lo cho ngudi khace. Néu d6i cach dién
dat, thi B dang nham t&i Misora Naomi, ngudi dai
dién cua L.

Misora nhin 1én @6ng ho treo trén tudng. Dong
ho dién tir. Pang hién thj dtng 9 gid sang.

Viy la ngay 22/8 da qua dugc chin ti€ng, con
mudi lam ti€ng nita. Hom nay Misora khong dugc
chgp mét, ma phai thitc va tinh tio trong it nhat hai
muoi tu gid lién tyc, tham chi khong dugc rai vi tri
d€ di vé sinh. Ryuzaki cling dén day 14 tran chién lau
dai, nén c6 ché gong minh thai qua... Quan trong
la c6 giang phan tng tic thi va ty nhién khi c6 bat
c ai xudt hién trong cdn hy. Nhung du sao ciing da
dén lac lién lac dinh ki v6i L. Misora 13y dién thoai
di dong ra khoi tii xach, lién lac véi L theo trinh ty
duge chi dinh, mat Ian lugt luét qua cira chinh va
cira s6 da kéo rem.

“Xin chao, téila L.”

“T6i Misora day. Hién van chua c6 dong tinh.
Ban nay t6i da lién lac v6i Ryuzaki, nhung ché anh
ta cling yén dng, khong c6 dau hiéu bat thudng. To6i
linh cam s€ phai dau tranh lau dai.”

“Thé€ u? Vay c0 hay ti€p tuc dé cao canh giac.
Nhu t6i da dé cap trude, lyc lugng hé trg doc lap



dang dong cho6t bén ngoai chung cu. Tuy nhién, véi
cu li hién tai, ho khong thé phan g tic thi néu c6
chuyén xay ra.”

“T6i hiéu.”

“Con nita, vira roi t6i da phai thém hai ngudi vao
chung cu. T6i khong chac ho c6 thé dén noi kip lic,
nhung dudng nhu thdi ti€t dang ing ho ching ta. Co
vé toi da gap may.”

“Ha? Nhung néu lam theé....”

D€ tranh danh ran dong co, ho khong dam lap
thi€t bi nghe trdm trong ca can hg nay lan toan bo
chung cu, dimg no6i dén camera gidm sat. Viy ma
L lai dot ngot bo sung nhan lyc ngoai k€& hoach...
Trong khi ho tuyét d6i khong duge d€ hung thu biét
han da 16i duoi...

“Co yén tam. Hung thu khong c6 kha nang phat
hién dau. M¢t trong hai la chuyén gia dot nhap,
ngudi kia 1a chuyén gia bip bgm. To6i khong thé dé
cap chi tiét v6i mot ddc vu FBI nhu ¢6, nhung tom
lai, ho 1a ké trom cép va ke lira dao. T6i da nhd ho
chia nhau bao vé cian 404 va can 1313.”

“Ké trom... va ke lira dao?”

Anh ta dang noi gi thé? bua ha?



“T6ixin tam dimg 1¢i tai day, c6 Misora Naomi...”

“Khoan da, L...” Thay L chuan bi ngat lién lac,
Misora v§i 1én ti€éng ngan lai. Ngay sau do, c¢6 néu
ra nghi van ma lau nay van phan van c6 nén héi hay
khong.

“Anh biét hung thu, dang khong?”

“Vang. Liac trudc t6i cling da noi vGi c6. Hung
thulaB.”

“To6i khong hoi v6i y d6. T6i mudn hoi ga B dy co
phai ngudi quen cuaa L hay khong...”

Vao ngay 16, khi nghe L n6i “Hung thu la B”,
“Ngay tir dau t6i da biét hung thu la ai”, Misora da
16 m& doan dugc. Va hom qua, 16i noi cua L gitp co
cung ¢6 phan doan. Sir dung moi bién phap c6 thé...
Hay bat hung tha cua vu an nay bang moi gia. Ke
khién tham tir n6i tiéng thé ki L n6i ra nhitg 1oi nay
tuyét nhién khong phai t¢i pham gi€t nguoi hang
loat tim thudng. Xem cach hin lién tuc nhan manh
chit cai “B” v6i L thi...

“Vang.”

Giong ndi nhan tao khang dinh 16i Misora.

Nhu thé khong hé phién long vi bj hoi.

“Nhung c6 Misora Naomi, xin hay giit bi mat



tuyét d6i chuyén nay. Lyc lugng hé trg ddc lap
dong chot quanh chung cu lan ké trom va ke lira dao
déu khong biét minh dang hanh dgng vi céi gi. Ho
khong nén biét. T6i tra 161 vi c6 hdi, nhung day von
la chuyén c06 khong can biét.”

“To6i dong y. Viéc B la ai khong thay déi duge
sy that. Han van la tén tdi pham hung ac da ngang
nhién cu6p di sinh mang quy gia cia ba ngudi.
Nhung hay cho t6i biét mét diéu.”

“Co crndi.”

“Hung thu la ngudi quen cia anh, nhung lai
khong lién quan t&i anh?”

b6i v6i Misora Naomi, thic mac ay ciling tuong
ty cau hoi “Néu doi phuong 1a tré con, c6 c¢6 thé bop
co hay khong?”.

“Khong lién quan.” L dap. “No6i ding hon, B
khong phai ngudi quen cta t6i, ma chi 1a ngudi toi
biét. Song viéc biét han khong lam giam sut kha
ning suy luidn cua t6i. Ping la t6i quan tam téi vy
an va tham gia diéu tra cling vi biét truéc hung thu la
ai, nhung diéu d6 khong anh huéng dén thai @o hay
phuong cham diéu tra cta t6i. C6 Misora Naomi, t6i
khong cho phép cai ac ton tai. T6i khong cho phép.
Vi vay, viéc hung thu ¢6 phai ngudi quen cua t6i hay
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khong khong quan trong. T6i chi quan tam t&i chinh
nghia.”

“Chi quan tam... t6i chinh nghia?” Nghe cau tra
161 dy, Misora siing s&. “Anh noéi vay... Tic la... anh
cho riang ngoai chinh nghia, ching c6 gi khic dang
ban tam?”

“T6i khong noi thé, nhung thit ty vu tién s€ thap
hon.”

“Anh khong cho phép céi ac ton tai, bat ké cai ac
ay la gi?”

“T6i khong n6i thé, nhung thit tyr wu tién sé thap
hon.”

“Nhung...”

“Co rat nhiéu ngudi ma congly khong thé ciru réi.”

Gi6ng nhu nan nhéan 13 tudi.

“Ciling c6 rat nhiéu ngudi dugc cai 4c ctu roi.”

Gi6ng nhu tén tdi pham 13 tudi.

“Ping la c6. Nhung dau thé...” L dap véi giong
diéu gin nhu khong doi, nhu dang tir ton nhic nha
Misora. “Chinh nghia van c6 nhiéu sitc manh hon
bat ct thir gi khac.”

“Sttc manh? Sitc manh ma anh néi 1a quyén lyc
chidng?”



“Khong phai. T6i noéi t6i long t6t, sy tir té.”

Anh ta néi qua than nhién, khién Misora suyt
danh roi dién thoai.

L, tham tr noi tiéng thé ki.

L, tham tir n6i tiéng vi chinh nghia.

L, ngudi da giai quyét moi vy 4n kho khan...

“Co veé trugce gio toi da hiéu lam anh, L.”

“Vay sao? That may vi hiéu [am 4y da dugc hoa
giai.”

“T6i s€ quay lai v&i viéc diéu tra.”

“Vang, chao c¢o.”

Misora gap dién thoai di dong, nham mit.

Phu. Van chua c6 bugc tién kha quan nao ca.

Chang qua c6 vira nghe nhitng 16i ém tai. Chang
qua c6 vira nghe nhitng 16i hang tréng dgi. Cling c6
thé c6 vira rai vao bay vi nhitng 16i duong mat.

Vin dé van con do, chua hé suy suyén. Théi do
dy khong c6 nghia la ¢6 da ha quyét tam. Duong nhu
c6 gi @6 da thay d6i, song ciing c6 thé ngay ngay mai,
moi sy lai quay vé vach xuat phat. Dau thé€, gi co
ciing khong thé voi vang dua ra két ludn ma nép don
tir chire nira.



Chinh lac 4y, Misora Naomi da quyét dinh. Khi
thoi gian nghi phép két thic, co6 sé quay lai FBI...
Hung thu ctia vy 4n nay sé tré thanh mé6n qua khéng
té cho FBI day...

“Pugec réi. Sau mot tiéng nira, minh sé lién lac
lai v&i Ryuzaki. Bén @6 chéac van 6n...”

Blackberry Brown, Bruceharp Babysplit. Hai
ngudi co tén ho bat dau bang B-B. Cén 1313 va cidn
404... O hién truong vu th@ ba thyc sy khéng co
manh méi chi ra chinh x4c muc tiéu caa hung thu la
bén nao u? C6 van mién man nghi vé chuyén nay. L&
nhu dén phit chét ¢6 van khong thé thu hep cac kha
ning, vi @ khong lam nhiing viéc c6 thé lam, khong
lam nhitng viéc I€ ra phai lam, thi...

“A... H6a ra han chon Q-Q la vi thé.”

Misora dot nhién nghi ra Iy do hung tha nan
nhan th hai 1a Q-Q thay vi B-B. Dbat tir thi nam
sdp, dung “q” d€ chi “b”... Han lam thé d€ tranh gay
nham lan gitta nhimg ngudi trung tén ho. Loai 161
nhan nhu kiéu thong diép dugc d€ lai ¢ hién trudng
an mang thirnhat... c6 nghia 13, trong trudng hgp 1oi
nhan khong cung cap dia diém gay an ti€p theo, ma
chi dua ra tén ho cua nan nhén, lam thé nao d¢€ loai
bo kha nang c6 ngudi trung tén ho? B&i thé hung



thu ma&i lya chon Q-Q, hiém hon nhiéu so v4i B-B...
Quarter Queen.

Néu la Believe Bridesmaid hay Backyard
Bottomslash... ¢6 ciing khong doan dugc rét cudc
0 Los Angeles ton tai bao nhiéu ngudi c6 tén nhu
vay, nhu trén thuc t€, khap Los Angeles chi ton tai
mot ngudi mang tén Quarter Queen. Duy nhat mét
ngudi. Thé nén, cudi cung thi d6i tugng ma 16i nhan
nham t6i khong phai la Q, ma la B m&i dang. B. BB.

Tuy nhién, tai sao mot tén t6i pham can thén
dén dién cudng, chu d4o thu hep pham vi 16i nhan
xudng muc nay lai thi€t ké tinh huéng c6 thé dan t6i
hai nan nhan tiém nang & [an gay 4n cudi cung? Co
phai c6 da bé sot théng di€p quan trong nao khong?
biéu gi d6 nén lam nhung c6 da khong lam, diéu gi
d6 chua dugce lam...

Cau d06 6 chir. Phai r6i, c6 con chua thir giai no6.

bi€m lai méi thay, con kha nhiéu nghi van bj
bo ngd. Khong riéng chuyén cian 1313 hay can 404.
Néu bat giit thanh cong hung thu, liéu mei chuyén
c6 dugc giai quyét rot rao?

“Can phong khoa trai, chac la sit dung chia dy
phong.”

Vay thi tén t6i pham da chuin bj truc chia khoa
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roi méi gay an... Khong biét truée khi hanh dong,
hung thu diéu tra vé nan nhan chi ti€t d&n dau? Du
c6 va Ryuzaki da can thin hét mitc, nhung viéc ho
mai phuc & day van c6 kha nang bai 16...

“Can phong khoa trai v6i kim va chi u... Ding
roi, trong vu thi ba, kim la ggi y rdt quan trong, du
chi vé mét ngon tir.”

Kim gig, kim pht, kim giay.

Bén canh d6, that khong ngd bu nhin rom lai
mang ¥ nghia cy thé. Vay ma c6 cit nghi d6 la cach
am chi nan nhan. S6 bu nhin rom cfng véi s6 thi
nho6i bong bing s6 gi¢ trén mdt dong hoé. Vay thi
chac trong dam tha nhéi bong c6 ca nhitmg con
khong thudc vé nan nhan, dugce hung thu cai vao
cho du s6... Hoan toan c6 kha néng.

S6 bu nhin rom giam dan. Bon, ba, hai.
bén vy thir tu chi con mét.
Su viéc s€ phat trién theo huéng d6 chang...

“Liéu con bu nhin rom cudi cung c6 bi gdm trén
bite tudng ddi dién cira khong? Um, c6 18 no sé bj
gam & d6... Co ¥y nghia sau xa... Mot sy sip dit giau
y nghia? Khi dit chan vao can phong khoa kin, thit
dau tién thu hat 4nh nhin... hon ca tu thi...”



Gilta lic mién man v&i nhitng ¥ nghi roi rac,
Misora ding day va di chuyén vé phia cira ra vao.
R6i ¢6 quay lung vé phia cira, duwa mat nhin quanh
phong. Khéng c6 gi ki la, can phong hét sitc binh
thuong. Tai thoi di€m nay, diy con chua phai hién
truong an mang. Co6 chi thay cudc song thuong ngay
cua Blackberry Brown.

“Cho gam bu nhin rom & cic hién trudng co
d9 cao gin nhu tuong duong. Vi tri cu thé c¢6 khac,
nhung d¢ cao khong ddi. So v6i minh thi cao ngang
eo... Ttc 1a tdm nay nhi.”

Misora ng6i x6m xudng tai chinh ché dang ding.

Khi lam thé, rat ty nhién, c6 nhéin ra tu thé
cia minh giéng hét dang ngoi 6m go6i cua Ryuzaki.
Nhung thoi, quén chuyén ay di. Ngoi nhu viy ma
ning lyc suy ludn tang lén it nhiéu thi cang t6t. Du
sao cling chi c¢6 minh ¢6 trong can phong nay. Gia
st hién trudng vy thit tu cling tuan theo quy luat bu
nhin rom & d6i dién canh ctra, thi tir vi tri lic nay,
mat c6 va mat con bu nhin sé & cing cao d6 va nhin
thang vao nhau. Tuy bt nhin rom khong c6 mat...
Va lai chuyén d6 ciing ching no6i 1én diéu gi.

“Néu chi muén trén lan bu nhin véi tha nhéi
bong thi khong nhat thiét phai dat doi dién canh



ctra... Sy sap dit giau y nghia... Sap dit a... Hay day
chi la biéu hién cta sy 4&m anh ma han méac phai...
bau qua!”

Pang suy nghi rat lung trong tu thé ng6i ki quic
d6, Misora bat ngd trugt nga, gy va nhe vao tay
nam cua. Tay xoa xoa phan bj va dép, c6 quay lai
phia sau theo phan xa...

Trudc mat c6 la tay ndm cra...
Va 6 khoa ¢ ngay bén dugi. Chot vin.

3 ”»
G

Misora lap titc quay dau 180 @9, dot ngot téi
mic giy ra tiéng “vut”. R6i c6 nhin bitc tuong d6i
dién canh cua. Khong c6 gi ngoai gidy dan tudng.
Nhung vira r6i Misora da tuong tugng & do c6 mét
con bu nhin rom. Néu & @0 cao 4y ¢6 mot con bu
nhin rom, thi n6 khong ¢ d6i dién cinh cira... ma doi
dién tay nam cira.

Con bu nhin ¢ d6i dién khoa chot van.

“U nhi... Tai sao minh lai khéng nghi ra chit!?”

Bu nhin rom bi gdim & d) cao ngang eo. Ngay
twr lace doc tai liéu diéu tra, c6 da biét diéu nay. Tai
hién truong 4&n mang th@ nhat, khi van chot khoa,
c6 da nhan thay chét vin cao ngang eo minh. Tai



hién truéng vu thit hai, c6 da biét ro du thiét ké khac
nhau, nhung cira ra vao & cin h¢ va ctra phong &
hién trudng vu thi nhit c6 cung ki€u ciu tao... Tai
hién truong vu thit ba, lac hai tay ban bung khay ca
phé, c¢6 da sir dung khoa that lung d€ vin nam cira
va ma cira.

Noi cach khéc, tir nhitng chi ti€t nay, co c6 thé
rut ra két luan do cao cta khoa chot vin gan nhu
tuong duong d cao cua bu nhin rom. Khong can
mo tai liéu diéu tra d€ so sanh s6 liéu ciing biét dugc
diéu d6. Nhung tai sao? P9 cao cua bu nhin rom va
khoéa chot vin nhu nhau. Vi tri ciia bu nhin rom wira
hay & d6i dién khoa chét vin... Hai ddc diém nay bat
nguon tir nguyén do gi?

Bang cach doé...

Co sé tim ra dap an von khong nén tim ra.

Co s€ c6 dugce dap an von khong nén co duge.

C6 cam thdy dap an dy s€ lat do, dao 16n hoan
toan nhitng gi c6 da tin tuéng vé vu an cho t6i gio...
Nhung ¢6 khong dimg lai dugc nira. Pay khong phai
lic ¥ chi @ manh d€ ngén tré duge dong suy ludn.
Gia st & hién truong vu thit tu, trén bic tudng doi
dién canh cira 1a con bu nhin rom cudi cung con lai...



Phuong phap chimg minh phan chimg. Bon con...
Ba con... Hai con... M{t con!

“Khong dang, vay thi kha nang nay khong tén
tai... Pang, v6 ly. Thu thuat dan dyng can phong
khoa trai... can phong khoa trai véi kim va chi. Kim
da xudt hién & hién truéng vu thir ba... Con chi thi
sao? Khe ha & ctta. Khe hd, khe hé... Khong co khe
hé, dong chat...”

Can phong khoa trai.

Cén phong khoa tréi 1a yéu t6 dugc dan dung dé
khién ngudi ta Jam tudéng nan nhan ty tu... Nhung
trong trudng hgp nay, hung thu khong hé c6 y dinh
dy... Néu lat ngugce 1y luan... Cin phong khoa kin
dugc dan dyng @€ bién ké ty tir thanh nan nhan...
thi sao?

Chuyén gi sé xay ra?

Nén thyc hién thé nao?

“A...”

Trén thyc t€, cho t6i thoi di€m nay, Misora
Naomi da khong ngung bi Ryuzaki dan dit. Gio
ching cin nhéic lai 16i nhan trén gia sach va sy tuong
ty gitta “q” va “b” cling thay. B&i moi day thoi, ching
c gitp co6 suy ludn vé ngay thang xay ra 4n mang
hinh thanh trong qué trinh néi chuyén v6i Ryuzaki.



Viéc phat hién hién trudng vy thit ba m6 phong mat
dong ho cling xuit phat tir ggi y cia Ryuzaki, sau khi
Misora nhan ra dong ho deo tay ctia nan nhan bj 1ay
di. D€ cap t&i nhan. Bong gio vé sy khac biét gitra do
dai cua dau, tay va chan. Vi tinh thé bé tic vGi bitc
tuong chin trudc mat... Misora Naomi gian nhu da
hanh dong trong vai con réi cua Ryuzaki.

“Phai r6i... Lam sao anh ta biét...?”

Nhung ldc nay, cudi cung Misora ciling tim ra
béng chinh sitc minh. Sy that. Va cong ly.

“Aaaaaaaaaaaaaaa aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaal!”

Khong budén quan tdm dén viéc giir gin hinh
tugng nira, Misora hét vang nhu mudn xé rach ting
kho6ng, bat day khoi vi tri ngoi trude cira, lao nhu bay
t6i chd khau sting va chiéc cong réi chup 1ay ching.
Ngay sau d6, c6 quay got, mé khoa chot vin, hing
h6 phong ra khoi cén 1313.

Thang may dau réi... Ma khong, khong c6 thoi
gian ch¢ dgi, dung cau thang thoat hiém thoi.

Misora vira nhdm lai so @6 méit bing ctia chung
cu ma co da kiém tra truGe do, vira chay nhu bay
trén hanh lang. C6 dap tung ctra vao 16i thoat hi€ém,
lao xudng cau thang, nhay qua hai ba bac mét.

Duéi kia. Myc tiéu cta c6 cach day chin ting.



“Pu roi... bu roéi, da roéi, da réi, da roéi, du réi!!
Tai sao, tai sao, tai sao, tai sao chir... Chuyén nay
that phi Iy! Qua muc, qua mic phi Iy!”

Misora tirc t6i cyc @§. Lau nay cd ct tudng sy
that la thir dé chiu, tuéng rang con ngudi ta sé thoai
mai hon khi tim ra sy that. Néu tam trang cua c6 lic
nay mdi la ban chét cua viéc tim ra sy thét, thi vién
tham t noi ti€éng thé ki, ngudi dugc cho la da pha
moi loai vu 4n kho khén, phai chiu dyng ganh ning
ghé gém dén dau? Trong sudt qué trinh giai quyét
hét bi 4n nay dén nghi van khéc, anh ta phai ném
trai sy dau kho dai ding va khung khi€p nhudng
nao? Trudc day, by gid va ca tuong lai...

Nang né t6i mic tdm lung odn xudng. Cay dang
t61 mite can lugng dudng khong 16 d€ xoa diu.

Chay qua nhanh, Misora suyt di qua tang cian
t6i. Co voi vang giam toc, dung vai gidy dé 1ay hoi roi
ma cira nhin vao hanh lang, xac dinh mét Ian nira
riang day la ting bon. Nén di theo huéng nao day?
Phai? Trai? Chung cu nay ddo ngugc ciu tric ting
tir khoang giira, nén huéng hanh lang cua ting bon
khéc cta tAing mudi ba... Phong 417 & bén tay phai,
canh d6 la phong 418... Pang nay!

“Aaar



Co6 nghe thay tiéng hét. Tiéng phuy nir. Misora
lanh toat ca ngudi, quay phét lai nhin. Hoa ra la cu
dan ¢ day, vira vo tinh buéc ra hanh lang thi trong
thay khiu sting 1am 1dm & tay phai c6, m&i 16n tiéng
hét 1én. Loan hét r6i! Misora lui lai nhu muén chay
tron d6i phuong, huéng vé cin 404.

“Ryu... Ryuzaki.”

RE phai ¢ goc hanh lang tiép theo la dén.

Ctra khong khoéa. Misora bugc thing vao trong.
Can 1313 ¢0 nai c6 phyc kich ¢6 hai phong ngu, con
can nay c6 t6i ba. Nhiéu hon m¢t phong. Anh ta
¢ phong nao? C6 khong c6 thagi gian suy nghi. Chi
con nudc ki€m tra Ian lugt, bat dau tir ché gan nhat.
Phong dau tién... ti€c la khong c6 ai. Phong thit hai...
khéng mé duge cira. Cam giac nay... Khoa chot van!

“Anh Ryuzaki! Ryuzaki, Ryuzaki!”

C6 g0 ctra... Khong, khong go don thuan, ma dap
kich liét nhu thé muén phé v& cdnh ctra. Tuy nhién,
ctra c6 két ciu kha viing chic, khong hé suy suyén.

Bén trong khong c6 tiéng tra 1oi.

Ryuzaki khong dap.

“Phu!”

Misora xoay ngudi, tung got d4 manh vao canh



tay ndm ctra. Tuy dung chan hiéu qua hon dung tay,
nhung canh cira van khong dé dang khuat phuc. Co
quyét dinh d4 thém cu nira vao cung vi tri, két qua
van thé.

Misora guong stng 1én. Khiu Infinity c6 dudng
kinh nong 45 milimét, hop ti€p dan chira bay vién,
thém mot vién & budng dan.

C6 ngam théng vao 6 khoa.

“Bop co!”

Mot phat, hai phét... Tat ca déu trung dich.

Khoéa chot vin cung tay ndm cira bi théi bay.
Khéng ngin ngir 1ay mot gidy, Misora x6 minh ddy
clra vao.

Va r6i, thi dau tién dap vao mat c6 1a bu nhin. Mot
con bt nhin rom gam trén tuéng, d6i dién canh cira.

Tiép dén...

C6 thay mét ngudi chim trong ltra ¢ goc khuat
tinh tir ctta vao. Gilta ngon lira chay phimng phing,
anh ta quin quai thong kho, nhu thé khéng chiu
dung ndi sy dau @on khi bi thiéu dot.

Ryuzaki. Ryuzaki Rue.

C6 nhin thay d6i mat anh ta. Chim trong ngon Iira.

“Ryu... Ryuzaki!”



Hoindng ham hap. Liralan khéap noi. Khong khi
béng rat pha vao da thit Misora.

Mui nay la... Mui xang!?

Siét c6 chét, danh dap dén chét, dam chét, cudi
cung la thiéu chét!

Phong nay at phai c6 voi phun chita chay. Nghi
thé, Misora nhin lén tran nha. N6 khong hoat dong,
do da bi pha hong. Hién nhién r6i. Khong riéng voi
phun, hé thong bao chay cling vay. Misora c6 ging
tran 4p con ban loan, r&i khoi cin 404, lao ra hanh
lang Ian nita. C6 quay lai con dudng vira di qua. Trén
duong t6i day, co da thay binh chira chay ¢ dau doé.
Cé 1é vay, gan thoi, ngay kia... BPay roi! Cé nhic chi€c
binh lén, 6m 12y nd, mang vé can 404.

Misora da dugc huin luyén sit dung binh chita
chay, nén ching cin doc lai nhan dan trén than
binh. Chia dau voi vao trung tdm ngon lira, noi than
thé Ryuzaki dang chay do ruc, c6 bop manh tay cam.
Khoi trang phut ra, nhu¢m trang cin phong. Luéng
khi phun ra manh hon tuéng tugng khi€n c6 mat
thing bang, suyt nga ngira ra sau. Nhung c6 kién tri
chiu dyng, quyét khong rdi dau voi khoi Ryuzaki...

ROt cudce trén thyc t€, c6 da mit bao nhiéu
thoi gian?

Co6 1€ 1a mudi gidy, hodc miy chuc giay. Tuy



nhién, Misora lai cam thdy mét ca ngay hom ay mé&i
dap tat hin dugc ngon lixa.

Binh chita chay trong rong, lira tat. Man khoi
trang 1ap kin cidn phong dian dan lang xudng.

Va r6i mot than thé chay den hién ra truéc mat
cb... Khong, chiy den la néi giam noi tranh d€ xoa
diu sy viéc. C6 1€ cAch miéu ta sat thye t€ nhat 1a mot
khoi thit dé den 1an 16n. Dudng nhur ngon Iira da dn
sau qua 16p da.

Mui da va long toc bi thiéu chay trén 1an v6i mui
xang, tao thanh thit mui hét sitc rung rgn. Misora
bat gidc dua tay bit mii. C6 dinh ma& cira s6 cho
thong gi6, nhung lai thoi vi sg Iira chira chay hét sé
bung lén. Misora chdm cham buéc lai gan Ryuzaki,
nhu thé lo rdng néu di chuyén manh qua thi than
thé anh ta s€ v3 vun. Ryuzaki ndm ngira... nAim ngura
trong tu thé co quap. Misora ngo6i x6m xudng bén
canh anh ta.

“Anh Ryuzaki.” C6 lén tiéng goi.

Khong ¢6 cau tra 16i. Chi con 1a cai xac thoi u?
“Anh Ryuzaki!”

“A... a, 6i...7

“... Anh Ryuzaki.”



Con song. Anh ta con song.

Mic du khap ngudi day vét bong va dang trong
tinh trang nguy kich, cin dugc cip citu chinh quy
ngay lap titc, nhung anh ta van con song. Vira tam
thé phao, Misora chgt nghe tiéng dong vang lén
sau lung. Co6 lién quay lai. C6 ngudi. Chinh la cu
dan & day, ngudi da hét 1én khi trong thdy Misora
cam sung ¢ hanh lang khi nay. C6 vé c6 ta nghe thay
tiéng sting no va tiéng xjt cua binh ctu hda, nén maoi
t6i xem sao, du dang s¢ chét khiép.

“Pa co ch... chuyén xay ra sao?” Ngudi do hoi.

Misora nghi, thay vi cau nay, nén hoi “Chuyén gi
xay ra” thi hon.

“FBI day.” Co tu gi6i thiéu. Bang danh nghia to
chitc. “Hay goi ca canh sat, citu hoa va cap ciu giap

As 9

tol.

Ngudi phy nirto ve boi roi, dap “Toi hi€u”, va roi
khoi cidn 404... Misora thim nghi, chua bi€t ching
day chinh la ngugi ma L bo tri, ké trdm hodc ké lira
dao, nhung gio c6 tam khong nghi dén chuyén do6.

Co6 quay lai nhin Ryuzaki, nhin than thé do den
lan 1on.

Va ro6i, c6 tr tir ndm 14y ¢0 tay con néng ryc ctia
anh ta @€ ki€ém tra mach dap... Kha hén loan, hon



nita tuong d6i yéu. Liéu anh ta ¢6 cim cy dugce tGi
lic dén bénh vién... Khong, liéu anh ta c¢6 cam cy
dugc t6i lac xe citu thuong dén khong day... Chua
biét chimng co6 sé khong kip cttu song anh ta.

Néu vay...

C6 c6 151 phai no6i. Co6 c6 viéc phai lam.

“Ryuzaki Rue...” Misora bap cong vao c6 tay
dang ndm. “T6i bat giit anh do tinh nghi anh da giét
hai ba ngudi, Believe Bridesmaid, Quarter Queen
va Backyard Bottomslash. Anh khéng c¢6 quyén im
ling, khong c6 quyén goi luat su, khéng c6 quyén
hau toa.”

Va nhu vay, hung tha caa “LABB lién hoan an”,
Ryuzaki Rue, titc Beyond Birthday, da bi bat gitx.






Thai gian giai dap nghi van da t6i. Thoi lugng
cta ghi chép nay khong con nhiéu, nén t6i s€ chi giai
thich vén tit nhitng di€m chinh.

Nhu t6i da s6m dé cdp, giét ngusi khong phai
muc dich, ma la phuong tién cia B, BB, Beyond
Birthday, vi tién boi vi dai dang dugc ton trong cia
ching t0i, nguoi tién phong ma cd nhan t6i cam
thdy can hoc hoi. Rot cugc muc dich cua B la gi?
biéu nay ciing khong cin ban cai nita. Myc dich la
khiéu chién tham tur ndi ti€ng thé ki, L, ban goc ctua
chinh hén.

bay la van dé thing bai.

Tran dau phan thang bai.

Trong trudng hgp nay, ta phai thiét lap tiéu chi
dé xac dinh chién thing cta B, hay thit bai caa L.
Trong tran chién tham ti binh thudng, ngudi dau
tién giai quyét vu an la ngudi chién thiang. Hodc xét
dén tran dau gitta L va tén sat nhan Kira, thi L sé
thang néu chitng minh dugc Kira la Kira, va thua khi



bi Kira giét chét. Con trong truéng hgp ctia B va L,
Beyond Birthday da nghi vé van dé iy thé nay.

Néu B c6 thé dua ra mé6t vu an kho t6i mic ngudi
da pha moi vu an kho khin nhu L ciing khong pha
dugc, thi d6 chinh la chién thing cua B trugce L.

b6 chinh 1a ban chit caa LABB lién hoan an.

Néu hin hanh ddng, L s€ nhan duge bao cido qua
Wammy’s House hodc Watari. B biét va khong hé c6
y dinh ngan chan diéu d6. Tuy chi c6 thé dya vao suy
doan d€ u6c lugng thoi di€ém L hanh ddng, nhung
hén &3 chuén bi ki luéng d€ d6i pho trong mei tinh
hudng. Beyond Birthday 1a ké ti mi va mac ching
am anh. Trén thyc t€, L bat dau can thi€p ngay sau
khi an mang th ba xay ra, ngay 14/8. Thoi di€m
nay khong hoan hao, song ciing khong t€.

Tat nhién, L khong d6i nao dich than hanh dong
ma s€ khéo 1éo st dung quan co vira tay nao d6. Hon
nita, nhan s sé kha nho, nhiéu thi ba, theo Beyond
Birthday u¢c chimg 13 hai, may méan 1a mét. O day,
han da gidp may. V6i d6i mat tir than san co, han
nhanh chong xac dinh dugc tén ho ctia quan c¢6 ma
L diéu dong. Misora Naomi, dic vu FBI dang trong
thoi gian nghi phép.

Tuy nhién, mau chét 1a ¢6 ta chi d6ng vai con



roi cua L, khong phai ban than L. Beyond Birthday
khoéng d6i dau voi Misora Naomi, ma dang phan
thang bai v6i ngudi ding dang sau co ta, L.

Chinh vi vay, B m&i ti€p can Misora Naomi dudi
cai tén Ryuzaki Rue. L-L.

V6i moi thanh vién cia Wammy’s House, muc
tiéu 16n nhat la dugc mang tén L, chit cai ¢ dia vi
toi cao. Ciing vi th€, Beyond Birthday da st dung
danh xung dy trong vu 4n nay. Pén Misora Naomi
con biét s6 phan cia nhitng tham t ty ¥ mao danh
L, ké c6 xudt than tr Wammy’s House nhu Beyond
Birthday sao lai khong r6. Tuy nhién, han ta van lya
chon nhu vay. Hanh d9ng nay chinh la mot trong
nhitng minh ching thé hién sy kién dinh cta han.
Minh ching ctia quyét tam sin sang tir bo mang
song. Minh chimg cua y chi sat da.

Du&i vo boc Ryuzaki, han gia ngoc, vira quan sat
Misora Naomi, vira khéo 1éo dan du d6i phuong moi
khi c6 co hoi, dam bao c¢6 hiéu dugc tit ca 16i nhan,
manh moi han d€ lai rai rac tir vu thir nhat t6i vu
thit ba. C6 thé noi, diéu khién Misora dé hon thuyét
phuc ngudi nha cac nan nhan uy thac cho han diéu
tra vy an, viéc timg khi€n han phai lao tam trugc do.

1. Trong tiéng Nhit, “R” phat &m gian nhu “L”.



boéng thoi, thong qua nhiéu cach thite khac nhau,
han cling khong nging kiém tra xem c6 c6 du tu
cach dai dién cho L hay khong...

Trong qua trinh diéu tra, Misora da nhiéu Ian
lién lac v6i L. Dudng nhu ¢6 da nhan duge chi dan
tir L, rang hay d€ vién tham tw tu tén Ryuzaki Rue
ty do hanh dong. bing nhur dy doan. Han gui cau
dd 6 chit dén S& Canh sat Los Angeles ciing vi y d6
nay. Néu xuit hién ngudi sé hitu bang chimg noi
b0 cua canh sat ma chi ¢c6 L méi ldy duge, du chi la
ban sao, thi dé€n vién tham t n6i ti€ng thé ki cling
khong dam hanh d@ong khinh suét. Ki thyc, Ryuzaki
c6 dugce ban sao don gian vi han chinh la hung thu
cua vy an.

Misora thé hién t6t hon han nghi. Mot phin la
nho nhitng 16i goi ¥ 10 liéu nhung cling rat ty nhién
ma Ryuzaki dua ra, ré rang hodc ngdm ngam, tryc
ti€p hodc gian ti€p. Mt khac, phai khéng dinh rang,
ki€u ddc vy binh thudng khong thé rit ra manh méi
gi tir @6.

Long tham la v6 han. Cho dén vu thit ba, hian
da sap dat nhiing cai bay ma néu khong dugc giai
quyét s€ gay anh huéng dén ké hoach. Nhung bat
ké tinh hinh dién tién ra sao, Ryuzaki cling khong
dugc phép ty phoi bay toan bd 16i nhan. Néu L dung



Misora lam 14 chan d€ d6i pho v6i B, thi B cling phai
dung Misora lam 14 chan d€ d6i ph6 v6i L. Ryuzaki
Rue chi ¢6 thé 1a mot tham tr tv md 4m, mét nhan
vat dang ngad, khong dugce phép thu hit sy chu y cua
L nhiéu hon mc can thiét. Doi v6i Beyond Birthday
ma noi, ba &n mang dau tién don thuan la budc
chuin bi cho vy thir tu, syrkién chinh, cao trao mang
tinh quyét dinh. Misora la ngudi dau tién stir dung tir
“nguy trang”, va néu noéi theo cach cua c6, ca ba vy
dau chi 1a man nguy trang cho vu thi tu.

O vu thit ba, tir thi m6 phéng dong hd, chi téi
hién trudng vu thi tu la chung cu ¢ Pasadena, khu
thung liing, noi hai ngudi c6 ho tén bat dau bang
B-B sinh s6ng. Vi ké s hiru d6i mat tir than nhu B
thi tra ra chuyén nay khong kho. Puong nhién, tim
doi tugng dap ing du diéu kién trén cling chang dé.
Can 1313, Blackberry Brown. Can 404, Bruceharp
Babysplit. Quan cd ma L st dung, Misora Naomi,
chi ¢6 m6t minh. biéu nay da giup B khoi can dung
cong ap dung nhitng bién phap ma hin chuin bi
trong trudng hgp L phai nhiéu ngudi. Boi néu co
hai nhan vién diéu tra, tinh hinh s€ phitc tap hon,
tim ba cdn phong va ba ngudi c6 tén ho bat dau bang
B-B théi la chua da.

Misora t6i cidn 1313, con han t6i cin 404. That



ra ai ¢ phong nao khong quan trong. Ching qua
Misora la phuy nit, nén han méi tiy co bia ra mét ly
do nghe c6 vé hgp ly roi @€ co6 giam sat can 1313.

Va roi Ryuzaki ti€n hanh ké hoach ty sat.

Héan xoay chot vin, khoa trai cira, gdim mot con
bt nhin rom 1én tudng, pha hong voi phun nuée ty
dong trén tran nha, ngat hé théng bao chay, lau sach
toan by dau van tay, d6 chd xang chudn bj trude 1én
nguoi, cham lra.

Han chon ban than lam nan nhan thi tu. Beyond
Birthday, cling 1a B-B. Khong cdn nhg dén L diéu tra,
dac vu FBI nhu Misora ciing xac dinh duge Ryuzaki
Rue la tén gia ma chang cin qua nhoc cong. Néu
tim hi€u ki hon, c¢6 con c6 thé biét rang tén that caa
Ryuzaki Rue la Beyond Birthday. Han la g vién
pht hgp cho vi tri nan nhan thir tu, chua ké d6 ciing
la cai két hét sitc hgp 1y cho vién tham tir tw bi an.

Ty thiéu, chét chay.

Puong nhién, khuén mit va van tay cua hian déu
s€ bi thiéu rui. Han lu6n che gidu dién mao that dui
16p hoa trang khi xuat hién trugc mgt Misora, cang
khong méc sai lam ngd ngdn nhu @€ lai anh chyp.
Ngudi cua chinh Wammy’s House dén ki€m tra tir
thi caa Beyond Birthday - titc Ryuzaki Rue - ciing



chéng thé nhan ra han la B thuoc Wammy’s House.
D4u vét lién két Beyond Birthday va B khong ton tai.

Han khong dinh giau tiét danh tinh (néu nguai
ta khong phat hién ra han 1a Beyond Birthday, B-B
thi héng), nhung bugc phai che gidu chuyén minh la
B cia Wammy’s House. Vi vay, han thay d6i phuong
phap gay an trong ba vu diu: siét c6 chét ¢ vu thi
nhat, danh dap dén chét ¢ vu thir hai, dam chét &
vu thit ba. Tat ca nham khién viéc nan nhén bi thiéu
chét ¢ vy tha tu tré nén ty nhién 14 chinh, lam thi
nghiém hay thoa man tha vui chi 1a phy.

Ngoai ra, han lam thé con @€ giai quyét van dé
huy hoai tu thi. Sau khi chét, ching ai c6 thé gay
thuong tich 1én xac cua chinh minh, ké ca Beyond
Birthday. Nhung diéu nay da xay ra v4i ba nan nhan
trudc do, khong ly nao ngudi thit tu lai la ngoai 1€.
DE che giau, hin da chon cach ty thiéu. Véi mét cai
x4ac bi ot chay, rat kh6 dua ra phan doan chinh xac
rang tw thi c6 bi huy hoai hay khong.

Di nhién, tai hién truéng vu thit tu khong cb 161
nhin nao ca. P& lai 16i nhan 1a v6 nghia, b&i B mudn
cung cdp cho L mét vy an tuyét d6i khong thé giai
quyét, LABB lién hoan an.

Cau d6 ma L khong sao giai dugc.



Hin da sap dit ngay tir dau, dé€ cau do nay khong
c6 10i giai ro rang. Hung thu gia dang nan nhén va
tu sat, vay 1a hung thu can truy duéi bién mét, cling
chiang con manh mai. b6 1a 1y do hin nang dan &9
kho qua timg vy, tir vu thit nhat, thi hai, roi thi ba.

bac biét la trong vy thir ba, hin ¢d tinh @é€ lai
vai phan mo ho ma dén cudi cing van khong thao
g0 dugc. Sang hay chiéu? Cian 1313 hay cin 404? Vi
thé, khi khong tim ra 16i nhin nao ¢ hién trudng,
Misora va ca L s€ @0 16i cho syrkém coi ctia ban than.
Th& von ¢ d6 nhung khong con nita... Tim ki€ém th
timg t6n tai thi con c6 co may, chit tim ki€m thir von
khong ton tai thi qua khé. Lam sao c6 thé tim thay
thir khong ton tai, hodc chua bao gi¢ ton tai?

Nhung lam thé nao chimg minh dugc diéu ay?

bo6i voi nhitng cau hoi khong 161 giai, chi co
mot cau tra 16i. Khong c6 dap an. Nhung két qua
nay lai mau thuan véi sy ro rang trong ba vu giét
nguci trude do, ngin can bén diéu tra chap nhin
cau tra 161 ay. Khong tim thiy gi, L tiép tuc tim kiém
B, ngudi khong con ton tai.

S6 bu nhin rom 4m chi nan nhan déu dan giam
méot sau moéi vy. Vi viy ngay tir dau, sé lugng an
mang da dugce gidi han & con s6 bon. K€ ca chudi an
mang ding lai cling khong c6 nghia la hung thu da



chét. L sé tiép tuc dudi theo a0 anh cua B, ngudi da
roi khoi thé gian. Du bién mat, B van la 40 anh ma
L khong nging theo dudi. Tt d6 tré di, L s€ song ca
doi trong s¢ hai truGce cai bong ctaa B.

L sé bai. B sé thing.

B s€ tdn cong. L s€ bi dong nghénh chién, va roi
phu phuc truéc B.

Va nhu vay, ban sao s€ ap dao ban goc...

Héan da trong doi cai két ay.

Thuec t&€, moi chuyén khong két thiic theo ¥ han.
K& hoach pham t§i ma han doc sttc chuin bi ki
luGng, tiéu ton hang nidm trdi t6i mic bién thanh
noéi &m anh, da hoan toan do bé. Nguyén nhan la tir
dau chi cudi, hin chi chi y dén L va coi Misora nhu
quan cd don thuan. Han chi tap trung vao L, ngudi
dimg sau Misora, ma khong thay ban than c6 & ngay
truéc mat. Ngoai miéng bao danh gia cao syrxuit sic
cia Misora, nhung thyc chat han qua khinh thudng
cd. Thé hién t6t hon mong dgi... Ban than cach néi
nay da thé hién ro6 thai @0 ngao man cua hin. Theo
t0i, du khong duge Ryuzaki gitip d6, Misora ciing
hoan toan c6 kha nang doc hi€u nhiing 16i nhan &y,
tham chi - that ddng ngac nhién - véi téc d6 gan nhu
tuong duong.



Misora Naomi.

Qua nhién, manh méi d€ bat dau chinh la cin
phong khoa trai. Hién truong trong phong kin.
Ryuzaki da ldp di 1dp lai nhiéu Ian v6i Misora la
khong cin suy nghi vé vin dé nay, chac han hung
thu da sir dung chia khoa dy phong, béi han biét
néu co cit bAm vao di€ém nay thi hin s€ gap rac roi.
Co vé Beyond Birthday ciing hi€u 16 hong trong ké
hoach minh 1ap ra nam & dau. Tuy nhién, néu dgi
dugc dén lic 4n mang thir tu xay ra thi 16 héng sé
bi€n mat. Chi can dgi t6i lac do, chi cin che gidu trot
lot cho @én thai di€m @6, B s€ cdm chic phian thing.
Misora chi ¥ t6i di€m nay ngay trudce khi vu thir tu
xay ra hoan toan la nhé may man.

C6 da nam dugc hai di€ém mau chot. Mot 1a ¢
ca ba hién truong &n mang déu c6 bu nhin rom doi
dién cira ra vao. Hai la 0 cao cua khoa chét vin va
bu nhin rom tuong duong nhau. Trong vu thi ba,
nhiing con bu nhin rom dugc dem cdng vGi so6 thi
nhoi bong. Thoat nghe, 16i giai thich nay c¢6 vé hgp
Iy, nhung thye chat chi la sy sap dat nham danh
lac huéng. D6 khéng phai vai tro chinh cta chung.
Ngoai ra, cho rang nhiém vy chu yéu cta bu nhin
rom la &m chi nan nhan ciing khong chinh xac.



To6i s€ miéu ta chi tiét phuong phap dan dung
can phong khoa trai trong vy an Ian nay. Pay la dang
phong kin dugc tao ra biang cach sir dung chi. Chinh
1a sgi chi trong thu thuit véi kim va chi. Misora da
nhac t6i kha ndng luon chi qua khe ctra, méc vao chét
van roi kéo sgi chi d€ vin chot, khoéa cira. Ryuzaki
khong déng y vGi gia thuyét nay, nhung thit ra n6
kha gin véi sy that. Tiéc la néu lam vay, luc sé tac
ddng 1én canh ctra chi khong phai chot vin. Két qua
la ta sé c0 gang kéo ra ngoai canh ctra chi ma dugce
vao trong. Hoan toan vo ich, ding nhu Ryuzaki néi.

Thé nhung, that dang tiéc.

Tai hién truong vu thi tu, khi ngbi xom truéce
clra, ha tAm nhin xuéng d¢ cao ngang eo, Misora da
trong thdy - da tuong tugng & birc tudng doi dién
¢6 mot con bu nhin rom. Bu nhin rom bij gam trén
tuong... Bu nhin rom bi gdm trén tuong u? Plng roi,
con b nhin khong tréi noi trong khong khi, chuyén
d6 chi xay ra trong céc bi 4n siéu nhién hoic trong
phim kinh di. N6 bi dong lén tudng, nghia la phai c6
cong cy de git n6 ¢ d6. V4i von hiéu biét vé vin hoa
cua mot nguoi Nhit, khong cdn xem nhimg cai 16
trén tuong & hién truéng cac &n mang trudc hay gic
tai liéu diéu tra d€ quan sat anh chuyp bu nhin rom,
Misora cling hinh dung ra...



Thir gdim bu nhin rom trén tuong chinh la dinh.
Loai dinh dai va nhon*.

Dai vai hung thu, th quan trong khong phai bu
nhin rom, ma la dinh. N6i trdng ra, tim quan trong
cua bu nhin rom da dugc phéng dai nham muyc dich
danh lac huéng. Hay d€ y hinh dang cua dinh... Mi
dinh. Sgi chi duge luén qua khe ctra, mic vao mi
chiéc dinh gidm con bu nhin trén bitc tudng d6i dién.
Tié€p dén, sgi chi duge kéo dai va mic vao mi cua
chi€c dinh gdm con bu nhin rom trén bac tudng
vudng goc vGi birc tudng tro cira. Sgi chi ti€p tuc
dugce kéo dai, quay lai vi tri canh cira, mac vao chot
van trén 6 khéa (c6 cung @9 cao vGi bu nhin rom).

Tat nhién, ¢ day t6i chi dién giai so d6 gian lugce
cho ngudi doc dé hiéu, con trén thyc t€, cac bubc sé
di theo trinh ty ngugc lai. Xudt phat tir ch6t van cua
0 khoa, sang bitc tudng vuong goc, roi bie tudng d6i
dién, sau @6 quay lai cira, luén qua khe hao... V€ ra
thi li€c qua la hiéu. Tém lai, trong can phong hién
truong, sgi chi tao thanh hinh tam giac. Tt bén
ngoai, chi viéc kéo sgi chi da luén qua khe cira... chot
van s€ xoay.

Cach.

1. Khoang 15 cm.



No6i mot cach don gian, mi dinh thay thé rong
roc, chuyén huéng lyc tic dong thanh huéng chéo.
Chinh xac hon, bu nhin rom khong duge dit doi
dién canh cira, ciing khong ddi dién chét van cuaa o
khoa, ma dé6i dién khe cua. Trong truong hgp nay,
vé mit dong lyc hoc, lyc kéo sgi chi hidu nhu khong
bi phéan tan, bai sgi chi khong ti€p xtc v4i canh cura.
Chi dugc luon qua khe hé canh cira, réi quén tryuc
ti€p quanh mii dinh cua con bu nhin rom d6i dién.
Khi kéo day, lyc sé tic ddong vao d6. R6i nhd mii dinh
dong vai tro rong roc, lyc d6i chiéu hai Ian lién ti€p,
chuyén sang tac dong lén chot vin. Sau khi khoa da
xoay, tat nhién phai thu hoéi sgi chi nay, nén B da st
dung sgi chi tuong do6i dai, gap lai & chinh giira, tao
thanh chi d6i... N6i @€n day thi c6 1€ phan giai thich
nay chi mang tinh chat b6 sung. Sau khi chic chin
ctra da khoa, thu pham chi can buéng mét dau cua
sgi chi doi ay ra, kéo dau con lai d€ thu hoi sgi chi
mot cach an toan. Day la thu thudt ma bat cir ai cling
¢6 kha nang thuc hién, mién la khéng dung loai chi
yéu t6i ndi dat gitra chimg. Néu ranh, ban ciing c6
thé thtr v6i phong minh xem. Tat nhién phai dam
bao minh dugc phép d6ng dinh 1én tudng nhé.

Um, t6i di viét kha dong dai vé chu dé nay,
nhung that ra tha thuit tao ra can phong khoa trai



khong hé quan trong. Khong, bao n6 khong hé quan
trong la n6i qua. Co diéu néu chi cha y t6i hinh thiic,
ta s€ bo 16 ban chat cua sy viéc. Boi di€ém quan trong
¢ day 1a, d€ thyc hién tha thuat khoa cira nay, can co
hai con bu nhin rom, hai mi dinh déng vai tro hai
rong roc. T6i c6 nén noéi “can tir hai tré 1€n”? Phai co
hai chi€c dinh, mét ¢ bic tuong doi dién, mot & birc
tudng bén canh. Chinh vi vay, véi bon con, ba con,
hai con - & hién truéng ba vu dau thi thu thuat dan
dung cdn phong khoa trai nay co6 hiéu qua, nhung &
hién trudng vu thi tu, khi chi con mét con bu nhin
rom, hung thu khong thé ding n6 nira. Néu chi c6
mot rong roc ¢ phia doi dién, thi khong thé xoay
dugc chot vin. Sgi chi khong tao thanh hinh tam
giac, chi c6 thé di t6i di lui, tao thanh dudng thing
ma thoi.

Vay cdn phong khoa trai trong vu thit tu duge
dan dyng nhu thé nao? Nhu t6i timng néi, nan nhén,
Ryuzaki Rue, ty tay xoay chot vin. Nhung két luan
ay chi dugc rat ra néu thu thuat dan dyng cén phong
khoa trai dugc lam sang té trudce khi vu thir tu xay
ra. Néu khong, thong tin sai 1éch rang dung mot con
bui nhin rom ciing c6 thé khoa trai cira sé dugc dua
vao tai liéu diéu tra. L6 hong dang sau viéc dan dung
cdn phong khoa trai sé dugce 14p kin. Néu bi an cin



phong khoa trai con nguyén sau vu an thit tu, no sé
la bi 4&n mai mai.

Misora Naomi da phat hién kip thai.

Chinh Ryuzaki da d6t ngot dat ra cau hoi d6. bé
lam gi? Tai sao lai tao ra can phong khoa kin khi
khong can thiét phai lam vay? Chinh la nghi van &y.
Tro choi, tha vui... cau d6. Von di, cdn phong khoa
trai 1a yéu t6 d€ khién nan nhan trong nhw da ty tir...
Nhung trudng hgp nay lai trai nguge, thu thuat ay
dugc dung d€ che day viéc 4n mang thit tw' 1a mot vu
tu tur.

Nham cung cap cho L mét bi 4n khong thé pha
giai.

Khong thé pha giai, khong phai 1a khong c¢6 dap an.

Ma c6 nghia la: dap an khong tim ra.

Theo kich ban cua Ryuzaki, trong vu tht tu,
Misora sé€ chay xudng ting dudi khi khong thé lién
lac vao gio da hen, roi tim thay Beyond Birthday
chét chdy va m¢t con bu nhin rom & bitc tuéng doi
dién cira phong. Néu Misora khong phat hién thu
thuat vé can phong khoa trai kip thai, thi qua that sy
viéc da dién ra theo ké hoach va y d6 cua B. Vi ¢ day
can phong khoa trai dugc dan dyng chi v6i mét con
bt nhin rom, nén khong ai con nghi t6i thua thuat
“s@i chi hinh tam giac” nira.



Néu canh sat dia phuong khong 1y di nhitng
con bui nhin rom, hodc nhitng chi€c dinh dugc d€ lai
hién trudng vu an, thi han Misora con tim ra sy that
s6m hon. Tuy nhién, khong phai c6 thi€u may man.
Chang qua ké hoach cua Beyond Birthday da phat
huy tac dyng ma thoi.

Héan von khong coi viéc canh sat dia phuong tién
hanh diéu tra so by la tré ngai. Beyond Birthday da
binh tinh doan dugc, khi quan c¢d cua L t&i hién
truong, bu nhin rom va dinh da bi g& di. Hién
truong vy thit ba 1a noi duy nhat ching c6 thé con
ton tai. Trong trudng hgp do, hin van c6 thé noi bu
nhin rom xuit hién la d€ cdng v&i so thi nhéi bong,
bién can phong thanh mit sd cia dong hé. Ly do
hoan toan du stc thuyét phuc. Vi vay, diéu duy nhit
nam ngoai tinh toan cia Beyond Birthday chinh la
nang lyc diéu tra ciia Misora Naomi.

Khong, khong phai nang lye. C6 1€ 1a cach nghi.

Tuy nhién, khi hiéu dugc thu thuat dan dung
can phong khoéa kin, n6i cach khéc, khi nhan ra rang
thu thuét nay chi kha thi ¢ ba vy 4n d4u tién, Misora
van chua tin chéac. Thay vao @6, luéng suy nghi caua
cd lai nghiéng vé cau hoi, & hién truong vu thi tu,
hung thu dinh tao ra can phong khoa trai bang cach
nao. Hay phai chdng ban than cich suy luan nay da



chéch huéng? C6 khong thé nghi ngd Ryuzaki ngay
lap tic. Cling kho trach, c6 khong biét chi tiét vé moi
quan hé gitta B va L, sao c6 th€ mau chong phan
doan 1y do khién Ryuzaki gay ra chuyén d6.

Du ¢0 lién tyc bao anh ta rat dang ngd, nhung
moi nghi ngd cua c6 v8i Ryuzaki chua tung dinh
hinh r6 rang. Néu xét kha nang vy thi tu 1a ty sat,
16i nhan chi ra hai hién truong tiém nang, ¢ do co6
hai nguoi dang mai phuc, mt trong hai chinh la
minh, vay thi ké con lai 4t phai la hung thu... Vé mat
1y thuyét, dung phuong phap loai trir d€ thu hep lya
chon la c6 thé xac dinh hung thu. Nhung Misora
Naomi lai khong phai ngudi gioi suy ludn theo ki€u
s0 hoc nhu thé.

Nhung c6 da nhén ra kip lac.

Han biét co c6 thé sit dung capoeira.

Chi c6 hai ngudi lién quan dé€n vy 4n [an nay biét
diéu d6. Nguoi thir nhat 1a L, do Misora chinh miéng
ti€t 1. Va ngudi con lai 1a ké tan cong c6 trong ngod
hém & Downtown, néi cach khac, chinh l1a hung thu
ctua vu an. Khi ay, ding la Misora da dung ki thuit
capoeira. Ci da ap dung capoeira da day lui ke tan
cong. Gia thuyét hoang dudng cho ring Ryuzaki
chinh 1a L khong dugc thiét lap, vay Ryuzaki chi c6



thé 1a ké tan cong... Nghi dén day, Misora da nhin
thiu sy that.

Thét bai.

That bai duy nhat ciaa Beyond Birthday, tic
Ryuzaki Rue. That bai duy nhat cua tén t6i pham
dugc cho la tuyét d6i khong mac sai [am. Néu han
danh gid Misora Naomi cao hon, du chi chit it, co
1é han da khong néu nhéan xét bat cidn d€ roi 16 161
nhu thé.

Nhung giG ¢6 noi gi cling vo ich, khi ma sy da
roi. Han kiéu ngao vi dugc sinh ra v6i do6i mat tu
than, nhung lai khong c6 méat nhin ngudi... Két luan
nhu vay hoi thai qua. Tuy nhién du c6 néi hay néi
dd thé nao, chuyén ciing khong con dudng ctitu van.

Trén thyc t€, viéc L ndm dugc sy that tirbao gic
va dén mirc nao, nay da vinh vién tré thanh bi an.
C6 thé anh biét hét ngay tir dau, truée khi diéu dong
Misora. Ciing c6 thé dén phut cudi anh van khong
biét gi, va moi thanh qua déu do Misora gitp d6 ma
c6. Hai suy doén trén déu kha di, th€ nhung... Hay
dep ¥ nghi tho thién ay di. L khong phai doi tugng
d€ dem ra ban luan vi cach nhin & mic thap kém
nhu viy. O day ta chi ¢an lam ré mdt viéc.

B da thua Misora Naomi.



No6i cach khac, B da thua L.

Sau khi himg chiju dén hai that bai trong mét
cudc chién, dong thoi khong thé chét theo ké hoach,
Beyond Birthday dugce dua vao bénh vién ctiia canh
sat. Vay la vu an giét ngudi kéo dai mot thang tinh twr
ngay 31/7, ma khong, tir ngay 22/7 khi la thu canh
bao dau tién dugc gui tdi S¢ Canh sat Los Angeles,
dd ha man.

T6i cling xin no6i thém, thoi diém B ty 6 xang
lén ngudi va cham lira gan nhu trung véi thoi di€m
Misora Naomi tim ra sy that. Misora mat mot phut
mdi t6i dugce cdn ho 404. Theo 1€ thudng, khong co
gi dang ngac nhién néu B chét vi kho tha trude khi ¢d
toi. Han cling c6 thé chét trong lic chd xe cdp ciu,
hodc trén dudng dén bénh vién. Nhung hin khong
chét. Han song sot. Co thé han manh mé hon han
tudng. Tudi tho cua hian kéo dai hon han mong doi.

Khau khoé nhat trong qua trinh sit nhan chinh
la “gi€t chét muc tiéu”. Néu thay dugc tudi tho cua
minh, chac chin Beyond Birthday sé khong chon
cach nay. Tién boi cua ching t6i that dang thuong.
Chéng nhimg tham bai ma con phai cam chju s6ng
ti€p, d6i mit v4i ndi nhye nha... Hin 1a anh muén
chét quach di cho roi.

Xin gui 161 chia bu6n dén anh, tién boi B.



Ghi chép vé dién bién LABB lién hoan an tGi day
la hét. Toi da c6 ¥ dinh nodi dai ghi chép nay biang
cac tinh tiét cta hai chuyén con lai trong s6 ba cau
chuyén L ké, néu con ché trong. Nhung véi s6 trang
han ch€ thé nay, u6c lugng lac quan dén dau van
thdy bat kha thi.

Chuyén thir nhit xoay quanh cudc chién tham ti
gitra ba tham tir hang ddu thé€ gi6i, con dugce biét dén
v&i cai tén “Vu khung bd sinh hoc & chau Au”, ¢6 sy
tham gia ctia nhitng dtra tré tha vi thugc Wammy’s
House, tir ngudi mang tén X dén ngudi mang tén Z
cta thé hé dau tién trong vai tro khach mai.

Chuyén con lai xoay quanh cudc gip go giira
nha phat minh s6 mét thé giéi Quillsh Wammy - tice
Watari - v6i L, ndm d6 méi tdm tudi. Pay ciing la
chuyén vé vu ddnh bom & Winchester, sy kién chin
dting sy bung nd cua Thé chién tha ba trong gang
tac va danh dau sy ra dgi cua vién tham tr ndi ti€ng
thé ki. Panh vay, t6i s€ viét vao dip khac. Con bay
gid, hay khép lai ghi chép nay bang cich tudng thuat
nhitng viéc xay ra v6i Misora Naomi sau vu an.

Do nhiéu nguyén nhan, phai dgi t6i thang
Chin Misora md&i duge phuyc chite. Bat giir Beyond
Birthday la thanh tich 16n hon nhiéu so v6i tuong
tugng caa c6. Nho thé€ ¢6 hau nhu khong gép rac réi



vi ty ¥ hanh dong trong thdi gian nghi phép. Ngay
ca nhitng déng nghi€p xa lanh Misora & noi lam viéc
cling phai cong nhén sy xuit sic caa co...

Nhung 36 chi 1a bé noi.

Thuec t€, khong khoé d€ suy ra L da xoay x& can
thi€ép nham gitp d& c6. Nhic t6i mot viéc thiét thyc
hon thi vao cudi thang Tam, tai khoan ngan hang
cia Misora c6 ghi nhén giao dich chuyén khoan tw
mot cong ty ma c6 chua tung nghe qua. Chang can
dong nao ciing biét ai dimg dang sau s6 tién nay.

Ngay 1/9, Misora di b0 tir nha ra ga tau dién
ngam gan nhat. Khi dén vin phong, c¢6 sé nhan lai
sing, cong tay va phu hiéu tir thugng cap tryc ti€p
cta minh. Cit nghi t6i chuyén nay, c6 lai roi vao tim
trang phuec tap, vira bdi r6i, vira cdng thing. Nhung
dau sao moi sy cling 43 quay vé nhu trudc day.

Sau khi hung thu bi bat giit, L chi lién lac véi
Misora mot Ian. Anh bay to long bi€t on vé viéc co
hgp tic pha an va hé 16 d6i chiat boi canh cua sy viée.
B la ting cir vién ké tuc L. Am anh véi suy nghi 4y,
hin da [am dudng lac 16i. Nho vy, Misora cam thay
cudi cung minh ciing hiéu dugc dong co dang sau
hanh vi cia Ryuzaki, diéu ma truéc 6 c6 khong sao
1y giai noi... Nhung dong thai, o6 lai ban khodn véi
cam nhan cua minh.



No6i tom lai, hdn giy ra an mang lan nay dé
khiéu chién véi L. Giét nguoi, tim cach tu sat, tit ca
déu vi muyc dich ay... Giét nguai vi 1y do do thi con
c6 thé dung mét tir “bat thuong” d€ miéu ta. Nhung
tu sat vi Iy do d6 thi nén miéu ta thé nao day? L€ ra
phai c6 ngudi ngan hén lai trude khi sy viée di qua
xa chit... B liéu chét hong d6i pho véi L, d€n miic
san sang lgi dung sinh mang cua chinh minh, ciing
theo cach han lam v6i sinh mang cta ngudi khac
u? Phai ching v6i Beyond Birthday, viéc vugt qua L
quan trong hon ca sy s6ng? Vay thi tam thé caa han
khéng phai liéu chét, ma 1a quyét tir. Khong gi c6 thé
ngan can han.

b6 1a quyét tam cua han. Qua la dang gom.

Chéc han han 1a ngudi manh mé. Misora vira
nghi vira nh¢ lai tu thé am anh ctaa Ryuzaki khi han
gam mong tay cai.

That kién cuong. Sy kién cudng ma Misora
khong thé bat chube...

“Hu?” Khi 16i vao nha ga bat dau hién ra trong
tdm mat, Misora chgt trong thdy mét thanh nién
diing truée mat, dang vé bén chén khong yén.

Khuon mét chang trai tré c6 dudng nét sic sao.
Du6i mat 1a quing thadm triing sau, dam nhu vé



kumadori!, nhu thé da nhiéu ngay, ma khoéng, nhu
thé ca doi anh ta chua mot [An chgp mat. Nhu thé
anh ta phai suy nghi qua nhiéu d€ giai quyét du loai
vu an khac nhau nhan danh céng ly, t&6i miac chiat
thoi gian danh cho viéc ngu cling khong c6. Nhu
th€ anh ta ludn phai chién diu véi ap lye khong 16
khong dong dém dugec, lién tuc ngay lai ngay, mai
mai, khong diém ding.

So mi trang dai tay phéi véi quin jeans mau
xanh. Chan di giay thé€ thao son khong tat.

« on

Chang hiéu sao, Misora nhan thay ¢ anh ta c6
nét quen thudc la lung... Duéng nhu c6 ting trong
thay hay gidp anh ta ¢ dau d6. Nhac méi nhé, dang
dap anh ta hoi giong Ryuzaki Rue... Khong, Beyond
Birthday mé&i phai? Khong ding, thay vi bao giong,
chi biang néi ké kia 1a ban sao va day méi la ban géc...

“Xem nao... R6t cudc la ¢ dau nhi...”

Anh ta dang rong hai tay, nhung khong chan hét
16i vao ga tau dién ngam, nén c6 cb thé phét 16 va di
thang, nhung khong hiéu sao, ¢6 lai bu¢t miéng lén
tiéng, nhur thé bi cai gi thoi thac.

1. L6p hoa trang thé hién séc thai guong mit cho nhén vat
trong kich kabuki.



buang lac d6, thanh nién d¢t nhién chém lén
ngudi co.

Choém lén... khong, n6i ¢ing hon 1a 6m choang
lay.

“.JPA&4N”

Chi tich tic, Misora da vdn minh thoat khoi cai
Oom roi chuyén ngay sang tu thé tdn cong. Co ha thap
than trén, xoay mdgt vong trén khong, tung chan sau
1én nhu bg cap givong dudi, don toan b trong lugng
co thé vao goét chan, da manh vao hai vai anh ta.
Himg tron hai ct da cung lac, thanh nién say chan
nga nhao, lung dap xuéng cau thang ga tau dién, sau
d6 1an 16ng 16¢, gay ra tiéng @ong am 1.

Thoi xong, qua tay roi. Du d6i phuong la ké quay
roi cling khong nén... Vira ti€p dat, Misora lién ding
day, chay xuéng cau thang. P6i phuong dang nam
sdp trong tu thé ctia mot con €ch bi gidm bep.

“Anh kh... khéng sao cht?” C6 hoi thanh nién.

“Ra vay.” Anh ta 1am badm nhu dang doc thoai.
“Qua nhién hinh anh trén video va thyc t€ c6 khoang
cach kha 16n... Nhung t6i day thi minh nim duge
dai khai réi...”

“Ha?”

Chéng hi€u anh ta dang no6i gi nira. Khong chimng



da dap dau vao dau ciing nén. Té that, mdi quay lai
lam viéc da vudng vao rac roi thé nay...

“Um... Anh dimg day dugc chi?”

Misora chia tay vé phia thanh nién dang nam
du6i dat. Anh ta dua cap méat thim quing cham
cham nhin tay c6, khién c6 rung minh.

“Cam on.” Anh ta nam l4y tay co.

Misora c0 hét sitc kéo thanh nién day, “Anh ¢6 bi
thuong khong? Hay thay dau ch6 nao ching han...”

“T6i khong sao. Cam on c¢6.” Anh ta noéi, van
nam chit tay Misora.

Du da dimg day, thanh nién van khong budng
tay. Trong nhu thé ho dang bét tay, giong hai nguai
dong d6i dang siét tay that chat sau khi cung vugt
qua chién truong khoc liét.

“Co dang la nguoi tur te.”

Bi€u cam tira tya ny cudi xuit hién trén mit
thanh nién. N6i xong, anh ta ciing chiu buong tay
Misora. Va r6i, than nhién nhu chua c¢6 chuyén gi
xay ra, anh ta chdm cham leo ciu thang dan 1én mat
dat, u€ oai budc tirng bac mot.

“A, doi, dgi chat... Khoan da!”

Misora tinh tao lai ngay. Khong d€ anh ta thoat,
cb chay véi 1én cau thang, du6i theo réi dimg chan



truéc mat thanh nién. La dac vu FBI, c6 khong thé
bo qua cho ké quiy réi. Thanh nién van thong tha
mut ngdn tay céi. Pong tac khong hé toat ra nét bién
thai.

“Néu anh khoéng bi thuong thi hay di voi toi.
Quay rdi l1a toi rat ning. Anh nghi gi ma lai @6t nhién
Oom cham l4y phu nir viy ha?”

“Ping im lang, tra 161 di. Thai d6 ay khong tot
cho anh trong tuong lai dau. Tén anh 1a gi?”

Misora Naomi da hoi tén anh ta theo cach dé.

Ngudi thanh nién d6n nhan cau héi va tra 1oi.

“Xin hay goi t6i 1a Ryuzaki.”

Ngit diéu thd 0. Cach xung tén nhu thé ggi nhé
mot ai do.

Vé sau, vao ngay 21/1/2004, nam thi hai
sau khi bi bat, Beyond Birthday qua d&i do dau tim
khong ro nguyén nhan khi dang thi hanh 4n chung
than & nha tu bang California.



Loibat

Bao nho nhit thi chuyén t6i ké sau day thye vo
cung nhé nhat. Téi khong gioi nhé tén ngudi khac.
Du da nghe bao nhiéu Ian, t6i van quén béng di
ngay dugc. Trong trudng hgp cua t6i, thay vi dién
dat vong vo “t6i khong gioi nhé tén ngudi khac”,
thi thyc t€ nhit 1a nén cha dong tuyén bé “quén tén
ngudi khac 13 s& trudong caa téi” .

Nhin day toi xin thii nhin luén, quén ché dé do
cling la s& trudng cua toi. Cay but vira dung, doi giay
vira di, tham chi cudn sach vira doc, cai gi cling c6 thé
bdc hoi trong chép mat. May sao toi chi “quén cho
dé”, chtt khong “lam mat”, va c6 thé€ tim ra ching
ngay (tom lai, “quén ché d€” 1a s¢ trudng, dong thoi
“tim ra ngay” lai 1a mét s& truong khac).

Tuy nhién, tén ngudi khong nhu d6 vat, da quén
thi khong c6 chuyén nhé lai ngay duge. Co6 ngudi
bao mei ki ttc, du bi lang quén, déu luu lai trong nao
bo. Nhung t6i dAm chéc cau d6 khong chinh xéc. It
nhat 1a v4i t6i, nhitng cai tén da quén sé bi x6a sach
khoi tri nhé.



Néu ban doc hoi vé giai phap cho van dé nay,
toi xin thua 1a ching c6 gidi phap nao ca. Cin ban,
khi néi chuyén v&i ngudi khac trong dai thye, chiing
ta chidng c6 may co héi goi tén d6i phuong. Khac
v4i tiéu thuyét, trén thuc t€, du khong biét tén doi
phuong ngudi ta van c6 thé d6i thoai. N6i thangrala,
du khong biét tén ho, ta van c6 thé dung danh xung
lién quan dén to chirc va chitc vu ctia doi phuong.

C4 nhan t6i da khong it Ian d6i dap véi nhitng
ngudi hinh nhu c6 biét dén toi, tuy toi chang biét ho
la ai hay t6i tir dau, di mang mang nhé da gap mat
vai lan. Cling kha 6n. Cac cudc ndéi chuyén thuong
két thtic ém dep giita liic téi con dang nghi tham, “A,
chic ngudi nay chi nhé mang méang chit khong biét
minh 13 ai, nhung van ti€p chuyén minh day ma.”

Tuy nhién, c6 Ian, t6i 4p dung cach trén véi
ngudi thye sy méi gip [an dau, va da kha buén khé.
“Bi coi l1a ngui than thién mat roi! Khong phai dau!
T6i nhat ngudi lam! Nhat d@€n mite [am li ay!” T6i
dan vit vo dau bt tai, nhung 33 qua mudn. Chuyén
la viy ddy, cho nén t6i khong cidn cudn sé thién
ménh, chi cin d6i mét tir than thoi.

Cubn sich nay dugc chuyén thé thanh tiéu
thuyét dua trén bd truyén tranh néi tiéng DEATH
NOTE cua Tsugumi Ohba va Takeshi Obata. T6i da



thac méc “chuyén thé thanh ti€u thuyét” la thé nao,
nhung sau khi thir viét, thi t6i thiy dai khai 1 thé
nay. T6i rat vinh dy duge phuy trach viéc chuyén thé
kiét tac da lam phong pha thém cho cugc song ctua
minh. Day la cong viéc giau ¥ nghia, dem t&i cho ca
nhén t6i rat nhiéu dong lye tich cyec.

Trong ké hoach ban d4u, t6i dinh dit tén tiéu
thuyét nay la “Yéu L t61 dién cuong”, nhung lai thoi, vi
bau khéng khi & hién truong nghiém tic hon dy tinh.
Cho nén 13, cudén sach chao d6i v6i nhan d¢ DEATH
NOTE: ANOTHER NOTE - LABB lién hoan an.

Mong riang mit trgi, bién ca, nhitng nguoi da
gitp t6i hoan thién cudn sach, ciing nhur cac djc gia
déu dugce hanh phtc.

Nisio Ishin
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