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él phan Dugc viia thdy Tan, voi
D) A
Y rco lén:

— A, ¢6 chu Tan dén choi, hay qua,
deé t6i hoi tham cdi nay.

Tan suéng ghé di.

Phan Dugc l1a ban hoc ct cta Tan,
nhung ong ta cao nién hon Tan dén nam
tudi. Sau may muoi nam cach mat, ca
hai déu gdp lai nhau & Saigon, cd hai déu
thanh cong trén dudng doi, mac dau Tan
ludn ludn chdy tai, con Dugc thi cé ba
vg lam nha xuat nhap cang.
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Ba Dugc cai gi cling biét ca, tu gia
thi trudng cho dén vu con gai dng doc
cong Kiét c6 chiia hoang, bi mat trén lén
Dalat dé dé. Cai gi ba khong biét, chang
han nhu mot qui ché mdéi cho cac nha
xuit nhap cang, chang han nhu thio mot
1a don xin dién ba day cho xudng tién sat
cua ba, thi da c6 6ng Dugc lo cho.

Ba chi hoi y kién “chu Tan nd” vé
nhiing chuyén ngodt ngoéo, nhiing
trudng hop luong tam kho xu thoi.

Con ngudi dn khong du no 1a chu
Téan, dugc dip tra thiu moi ban ba vg ban
van ké nhu vay. D6 la nhiing co hoi bao
thtt d6i hi€ém hoi ctia nhiing nguoi khong
dugc thu vai quan trong trong mot xa hoi
nao do, y nhu cu tién chi trong lang, gia
qua khong tham gia vao sanh hoat thon
6 dugc niia, bi lang nudc bd quén, va chi
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hanh dién moéi ndm cé mét 1an vao dip
cung ky yén ma cu lam chu té.

Ba phan Dugc goi tré rét tra roi chay
tudt vao trong phong dap cau hoi : “Con
anh dau chi?” cua khach.

Giay lat sau ba trd ra, tay cam mot
phong thu da boc roi, bi thu bang gidy
mau that mong loai bi dung dé g&i may

bay.

— Tho cua thang Ngoc, ba noi, chu
né udng tra roi doc di thi biét.

“A, ra thé, ngd gi! » T4n noi tham
nhu vay rdi thit vong v6 cung. Hang
nam, anh ta chi cé dip day d6i con ngudi
tai gioi nay mot doi lan thoi, ma lan nay
lai khong phai 1a dip do, vi day chi 1a 16i
khoe gidn ti€p cdi gi d6 ctia ba Dugc thoi.
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Ba Dugc c6 tdnh hay khoe khoang,
v6i nha giau thi ba khoe thuong vu cta
ba, ba khoe hot xoan, con véi nhiing ké
biét chi nhu Tan, ba khoe con, khoe r¢,
khoe dau, dda nao do dat cdi gi. Tan da
thugc lau r6i ma thinh thoang cu bi ba ta
bat nghe lai mai.

“Khong biét cdi ong ky su dy lai thi
dau céi gi nta day? Minh khong thich
doc thu cua ngudi khac géi cho mét
nguoi khac, nhung cé dugc véi chi nay
dau! Nao, coi cé gi la”.

Thu nhu vay:

Ba Lé, 12 thdng 5 ndm 1965

Thua ba md,

Con Dao da ra nha thuong roi, va

khoi binh, chi con phdi dudng nita ma
thoi.
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C6 mot ngudi dong huong, hoc y khoa
ndm thii tv mudn xin cudi nd, nhung coi
b6 no bdn dung lam. Vg chong con thdy
no cting con tré nén cu dé né liéu dinh,
khong muon lam ap lic nao.

Con thang Luc thi thang t6i ddy né
thi tu tai 1, con chdc né ddu.

C6 mot diéu nay, vo chong con bin
khodn lam, mudn thua véi ba md coi ba
md nghi sao.

Thang Thé sanh ra tai Ba Lé, va di
nhién dugc Phdp tich.

Nhung né la chdu dich ton ctia ba md,
vg chung con khong biét ba mad c6 muon
cho né tré vé Viét tich hay khong. C6 cdi
vu ciing com rac roi dy ma!

Vo chong con thdy cu dé vdy lgi hon,
nhung lgi sg ba mad buon, thanh thit mai
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kinh tho nay vé xin nhdac nhé ba mad mot
vdn dé ma ba md cé 1é khong hay rang co.

Van... Van...
Ky tén
NGOC

Ba phan Dugc theo déi Tan & doi
mat han va khi thay han doc thu xong
roi, ba lién hoi:

— Sao chu né nghi thé nao?

Tan chua nghi thé nao ca vé vu nay.
Han dang nghi nggi vé chuyén khac.

b6 1a mot chuyén ngay xua ma cau
héi hdm nay bong dung goi nhé cho han.

Hai cau chuyén méi trong, dudng
nhu khong co lién hé nao v6i nhau hé.
Tri va long Tan lam viéc chép nhodng



Kinh Ta Bang | 13

nhu mot cdi mady tinh dién tt, phoi hop
lai khong biét bao nhiéu la di kién dé
lap thanh mot hé thong cam nghi c6 dau
c6 dudi, tat ca, trong mot khoang tic tac
dong ho, by may ky tic ctia chang ciing
dugc huy dong gitia khoang thai khac
ngan ngui ay va ca cau chuyén ciing dugc
nhé lai mot cach hoa toc.

Ngay xua, 6ng ngoai hian lam nghé
“di r61”. Cac ban cé biét “di roi” 1a di dau
hay khong? Cac ban cti nghe cau ca dao
sau day thi sé cd mot y niém so lugc vé
cai nghé ay.
Anh di ghe I6n trang ludn
O trén Gia Pinh xudng viion thim em.
Ong cu sdm ba bén chiéc “ghe 16n”
— ki€u ghe cua mién dong, r6i di Hau
Giang, ma thud dy ngudi ta goi 1a “miét
vuon’, mua ca dong vé ban.
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“Miét Vuon” thud ay con hoang vu
lam, véi lai Tan con bé qud, chua di dau
xa dudc, nén nhiing dia danh ma han
thuong nghe 6ng ngoai han noéi dén, rat
cO vé man rg va xa x0i nhu 1a & dau tan
nhiing chon tréi ngoai qudc nao.

Vi vay ma han khong con nhé tén
noi chon nao ca ma dng ngoai han da lui
t6i lam dn, chi tri cdi kinh Ta Bang hay
Tra Bang gi d6 ma c6 dén ba ngudi nhac
nhd ma mot nguoi, mai cho téi khi han
16n khon, con noéi dén hoai, néi dén ca
lac nguoi ay hap hoi.

Ngudi thi nhi lam cho con Kinh xa

la 4y noi danh trong gia dinh Tan la 6ng
bay Cua.

Ong 4y gitt mot chitic vu nhu 13 xép
ga-ra bay gid, nghia la 6ng coi séc cd
doan thuyén roi ctia 6ng ngoai Tan, gom
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bon chiéc ghe nha va thém ba bon chiéc
ghe thué niia.

Tat ca nhiing ban ghe cua doan ghe
roi nha déu c6 bat tinh véi mot co gai
“miét Vuon” va déu nhé t6i tén qué
huong cua nhon tinh ctia ho.

Riéng ong bay Cua, 6ng ay quyét lay
vg dudi dy, nhung c6 gdi lai khong thich
bd xt, thanh thu 6ng ta ci hoéi y kién
nguoi nay ngudi ng, xem chinh 6ng ta
c6 nén bo xi hay khong.

Thué ay nguoi lam cong & chung véi
cht nha, hay it lam ciing an chung nén
trong gia dinh Tan, moi ngudi déu bi con
kinh Ta Bang ctia 6ng Cua dm anh.

Ong Cua chét vg va nam 4y ong da
bdm tdm roi, 6ng ciing khong dep trai
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gi d6, ma con hoi gia trude tudi niia la
khac, vi Tan va ca nha déu kéu bay Cua
bang “Ong bay Cua” ngay tu ltic 6ng chua
tuc huyén. Vay ma khong biét nhd bua
ngai gi ma rdi rot cudc ba bay Cua lai
theo dng vé xt cua Ong.

Néu c6 gdi kinh Ta Bang a4y ma
khong ndi lai lich ctia ¢ ta ra thi ai cling
ngd cd ta la ngudi Viét Nam vi c6 noi
tiéng ta thao khong kém chi bép 6 nha
chut nao, chi khac vé6i danh tit dung goi
cac vat dung thudng ngay.

Co ta la gai “dau ga dit vit” nghia la
cha khach, me “dang thd” tiic Cao Mién.

Ong bay Cua tuc huyén rdi thi cat
nha & riéng, nhung ké can nha 6ng ngoai
Tan, thanh thd Tan thudng lui téi nha
ong bay vi sy gan giii ma cling vi ngudi
dan ba xt xa ma Tan thay rat hay la.
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Tl do, ving nay chi con mot nguoi
noéi dén kinh Ta Bang. Ong ngoai Tan
gia qua nén gidi nghé¢, 6ng bay Cua that
nghiép, xudng lam ban cheo ghe, nhiing
ghe thuong ho khong di xa hon Saigon.

Chi con mdt nguoi noéi, ma noéi dén
cai xu ay nhiéu gap hai, gap ba hai ngudi
kia, vi ba bady Cua da mat lién lac véi
“nudc” cta ba.

Vang, trong viing nay, nguoi ta dinh
ninh cai dia danh ky di ay: Ta Bang, la
tén ctia mot lang. Cao Mién hay moét lang
Trung Hoa gi d6. Bang c6 la ba bay khai
ly lich cua ba nhu vay, ba la dan khac
nudc véi ngudi minh.

Khong dudng sd luu thong, 16i xé
dich doc nhat la ghe thuyén, di chin
mudi ngay, lam khi chua t6i noi, ma 6ng
bay lai doi nghé thi ba, phéan gai, con lam
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sao ma vé tham qué quan 6 “nudc ngoai”
cho dugc.

Tinh trang ay lam cho ba bay tuyét
vong va nhé xd nhiéu hon 1én. ba khdc
dd 1am. Nhiing khi khong khoc ba tim
ngudi dé bat nghe chuyén Kinh Ta Bang
cta ba.

Trong thang dau mdi theo chong 1én
mién Pong, ba bady quén mat qué huong
cta ba vi ba vui duyén mdi, vi cadnh vat
chung quanh ba xinh dep ba khen hoai:
¢ day nudc song trong va ngot, bd song
1a bai cat trang chd khong phai bai bun,
sau lang cé suodi trong veo, sau sudi cd
doi cao, ba cho rang dep hon canh bun
lay cua xt ba nhiéu lam.

Nhung qua cai thing do, hay tin
chong ddi nghé, ba bat dau nhé qué
huong. Song ci ma ngot, sudi ci ma
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trong, doi ci ma cao, ba bay luon luon
them cai chan troi quen thudc cta ba
ma ba ta ra, nghe thua & day that. Cai gi
ma canh dong minh moéng bat ngat, roi
canh dong bat ngdt minh mong, ngoai ra
khong c6 gi nita ca.

Nhung vdy ma ba ct nhé va khoc.

Ba bady mang 1én mién Dong cau hat
nay:

Cay ban de con dam déu sang ngoi
L& duyén tai bau, trach troi sao nén.

ROi ba ta nhiing cdy ban moc de ra
ngoai dong rach, khi hoang hon xudng,
bling sang 1én nhu la ai thap den ma roi
vao do, hay nhu la ¢6 mudén ngan ngon
den nho that nho treo trén dé.
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Nhiing cay ban treo dén dom ay, dep
thi co6 dep that, nhung chi dep dau hom
thoi, con ban ngay thi nd ctiu van sao cho
noi canh phang li ctia xd ha. Chang qua
1a khong c6 gi d€ khoe, ba bay c6 lam néi
bét 1én cdi moén la hon hét d€ cho cé ly
do ma khéc day thoi.

Ba bay khoe cdi nay mdi 1a ky doi
cho ché.

Ba thuong ké chuyén nhiing nam
kinh méi dugc nha nudc dao xong. Dat
hai bén bd kinh la dat hoang vu, ram rap
riing tram, Kinh dao rdi thi thién ha dé
x0 t6i cat nha & ven kinh réi di sau vao
trong dé gianh dat, pha riing dang lam
rudng.

Cai thud khai hoang ay, ba méi 1én
tam thoi, vdy ma clng theo cha me dé
lam cong viéc nhoc nhdn doé.
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Ba nodi la vui lam, nhung khong ai
thay la vui & chd nao ca: cai gi ma rting
lai moc dudi nudc, thoc cling xuong dat
la dat lun, chon chon minh gan t6i hang,
cai gl ma dat uét quanh ndm, chét khong
c6 chd dé ma chon, cai gl ma chiéu lai la
phai vo mung “kéo mudi n6 khiéng di’
cai gi ma trau cling phai ngu mung niia,
ai ngheo khong c6 mung, né bi mudi dot
n6 rong suot dém.

Lai con nao la cop nudc, nao la sau,
nao la ran doc nda, toan tha di khong
ma thoi, ngudi dan khong dugc mot ti
an ninh nao hét.

U hy, nghe ma bat mét,

— Nhung ngudi cac cht nudc ba, sao
lai di bay. Vo rting lam chi d€ phai chiu
cuic nhu vay? Nguoi trong lang hoi.
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— Pau ¢6 phéi nudc cac cha.
— Chi nuéc gi? Nudc Cao Men ha?
— Ciing dau phai, Nudc An nam chd.

— Viy sao, té ra xit Ta Bang & trong
nudéc An Nam.

A, cdi méi 1a ky cyc nhat trén doi.
Néu ba bay nhé bén Tau, nhé Cao Mén
thi con cho dugc di, cai nay ai lai dau ga
dit vit ma lai nhé xt An Nam!

Hay la tai me ghé ctia ba bay la nguoi
minh ? Cd theo 16i ba k€ thi ma cua
ba chét di sau khi ruong nuong thanh
khoanh roi. Tia ctia ba bay gié mdéi tuc
huyén v6i mét ngudi dan ba ngudi minh,
dé thém ba bén ngudi con niia.

Nhung gid thuyét ay ciing khong
diing viing, vi ciing cd theo 16i ba thi
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ba bi me ghé hanh ha di lam. Ba 4y ac
ghé di, con gai 16n 1én, cé ngudi di hoi,
ba khong cho chong ba ga, giti lai dé bat
« man». Ba phai & t6i ham lam tuoi la vi
vay. Con sé di ha phdi bé qué huong xt
s&, tron ma dé theo 6ng bay Cua vé mién
Dong la dé thoat khoi tay me ghé cta ba,

Mua mua la mua ma ba bay khoc
nhiéu nhtt. Di nhién la nhu vay. Ba nay
cam nghi chuéng doi thi phai chuéng
doi luon cho téi cung thi mdi la hop ly.
Ching mua mua nudc ndi, xt cia ba da
xau, cang xau thém, ay ba ta mé cai xau
nén chon muia ma cdi 4y xau nhdt dé ma
nho vay.

Ba bay Cua chét nam ba bon muoi
ldm tuoi, nghia la hai muoi nam sau khi
ldy chong vé mién Dong. Ong bay Cua
bay gio da ndm muoi ldm réi ma van
con khoe manh. Trong nhiing ngay cudi
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cung cua ba, ba khéc ma van nai chong
thué mot chiéc ghe dé dua thi thé ba vé
Kinh Ta Bang va 16i cudi cung ctia ba
nhu sau day:

— Troi o1, hai muoi ndm roi, tia toi véi
lai cac em tdi, khong biét con hay chéng,
nhung xu s& clia toi chic phai con. Ong
oi, 6ng cé thuong toi, xin 6ng lam theo
161 t6i troi tran.

Ong bay Cua ciing nghéo, nhung
ong du stic thué mot chiéc thuyén dé dua
c6 hom ctia vg dng vé qué cua ba Ay.

Nhung 6ng khong lam theo y muon
ctia ba. Ong thuong vo ghé 1dm va chinh
vi thuong ba nén 6ng mdi lam trai y ba.
Ong mu6n nhin thdy ndm mo cla ba
ndm canh mo6 6ng ma cha cta Ong, tat
cd nhiing ndm mo cta bao ddi roi sé
hgp v6i ndm md mdéi nay dé€ lam cudc
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déi ong. Cudc doi 6ng gom c6 qua khu
va hién tai, c6 nhiing hinh bong ci, ¢
nhiing guong mat bay gio, cd chon trdi
dong khung bang nhiing nim mo &y.

— Sao, chu n6 nghi nhu thé nao?

Tan giut ndy minh. Han viia xem
mot cudn phim va hai cht “The End”
hién 1én man bac r6i ma hin van con

bang hoang.

bay la van dé hay nhut trong gia
dinh ba cht nha xuat nhap cang rdi, bao
nhiéu van dé ma Tan dugc tham khao
y kién, khong ra ngoai chuyén c6 Nga,
con gai thu ctia ba nén ldy d6ng Dugc su
hay nén lay 6ng & truong Qudc gia hanh
chdnh mdéi ra trudng, khong ra ngoai
chuyén cat mot ngo6i nha mat ¢ Dalat co
loi hay khong?
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Nhung Tén lai khong tré tai dugc voi
ba vg ban. Néu c6 6ng Dugc ¢ nha, chua
chac 6ng da hiéu nhiing gi Tan mudn
noi.

Han néi mot cau rat tai ma ba Dugc
nghe xong roi ngo ngac, dinh bung “Chu
nd” bi qua nén noi tam ruodng.

Viét tich ma lam gi chi!
— U, t6i cling nghi nhu chd no.

— Ma cling com cting khong lam gi
tuot.

—~ A, cai d6 tai quan trong 1dm chd,

— Cot 1a ngay sau, chdau n6 con nhé
t6i Ong ba, t6 tién hay khong.

~ U, dting nhu vay.
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— Ma chdu n6 nhé ong ba, t6 tién,
dat nudc hay khong la do chung né cé
tam hon Viét Nam hay khong.

Muon c¢6 tam hon Viét Nam hay
khong, phai thé ngay khong khi Viét
Nam trong nhiing nam dau cua doi nd.
N6 phai biét thudng thiic mui vi ctia mot
con ca rd nuéng dam mam ném, no6 phai
c6 nghe tiéng nhac éch vao buoi chiéu &
cac rudng sau, nd phai dugc nghe nhiing
cau chuyén c6 tich dep nhu mot mai la
ma mot ba ngoai, mdt ba noi ké cho no
hdng dém, tii thud no 1én ba.

Néu n6 khong phai dén riing dé khai
hoang lam rugng nhu ngudi ta thi it ra
né cling phai la nan nhan ctia mot nan
bao lut nao, gitta dong bao ctia nd, nan
nhan ctia mdt cudc chién tranh, tém lai
né phai cung dau kho véi ngusi dong
chung ctia no.
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Bang nhu ma khong cé vy, no sé la
mot ngudi Tay, mac dau né mang Viét
tich, nd bi€t cing com, né hoc Viét st.

- U, chti néi dtng.

Cau cua ba cht nha xuat nhap ciling
1o rang la nhu véy, khong thé hi€u dugc
bang 16i nao khac, nhung Tan tin chac
rang ba chi hiéu c6 may tiéng dau: “Viét
tich ma lam gi, chi” va nhtt dinh ba sé
khuyén con ba dé chau ba giti Phap tich.

Mot ngudi cé hoc thic, chua dé da
hiéu Tan. Néu tdm hon Viét Nam khong
thé day dugc ma phai “s6ng Viét Nam”
mdi cé dugc, thi nhiing 16i ctia Tan ciing
khong phai ndi ra la ngudi ta hiéu lién
dau.
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Phdi c6 thay ngudi Trung Hoa nhé
qué huong Viét Nam, ngudi Viét Nam
nhé qué huong Phap méi hiéu dugc Tan
ma thoi,









