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CHUONG 1
KHACH LA TOI NHA

~ hm 0i, em! Hué vdi lai biia nay trd bong
hét, thiét 1a dep ra day coi choi, em!

Ay 1a méy 161 ctia mot c6 my nit, méi mudi
chin tuoi tén la Doan Thu Ha, 16i bén gio chiéu,
ding gitia vuon hoa trudc nha, kéu ma néi véi
em trai doan Cong Can.

Cong Can da dugc mudi lam tudi roi,
nhung vi tro nhd xuong, nho véc nén ngudsi
khong quen biét, ai thdy tro ciing tudng tro
chting 161 muoi ba tu6i ma thoi. Tro chdng tay
ding dua lan can trudc cta, duong nhip chan
huat gid, bong nghe chi kéu, lién day qua ngd
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chi ma cudi, roi thung thang budc xuéng thém
di ra san.

Thu Ha véi Cong Cén la con cua thay Hoi
dong Doan Cong Chanh & My Thanh, nha cat
dua duong Thot Not di Long Xuyén, Thu Ha
hoc truong Ni hoc dudng trén Sai Gon, hom
thang trudc thi dau ludn hai khoa, lay dugc
Diplome' va Brevet Elémentaire.

Con Cong Can thi hoc truong Chasseloup
Laubat?, da dugc mot nam thu nht roi. Vi chi
da thi dau rdi, em lai gdp dip bai trudng nén
chi em dat nhau vé nha m4y tuin nay ma vui
choi véi cha me.

Troi chiéu man mdc, ngon gio lao rao.

1 Bac Cao Dang Tiéu Hoc - Primaire 4 nim: Hoc xong 4 nim dugc thi
14y bing Cao Péng Tiéu Hoc - Diplome d’Etude Primaire Supérieurs
Franco-Indigéne con goi 1a bang Thanh Chung. Phai c6 bing Thanh
Chung méi dugc du thi 1én bac Trung Hoc ttic bac Ta Tai. Céc trudng
day bac Cao Dang Tiéu Hoc dugc goi 1a College

2 thanh l4p & Sai Gon nam 1874, thoi dé nhat VNCH d6i thanh J. J.

Rousseau, nay la trudng Lé Quy Don
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Trong vuon hoa, dau nay bong phan khoe mau
nau, dau kia lai khoe mau trang, bong niu coi
thiét dep ma bong trang coi cang xinh, da vay
ma tai ctia ngd co6 x¢ hai bén hai cai dudng nho
chay dai vo san roi gidp nhau & trudc thém nha.
Doc theo hai dudng ay, mot mé thi trong lan,
mot mé thi trong hué déu tré bong, nén ngodi
trong nha ngoé ra thi thdy moi bén mot lan do
lom d6i véi mét lan trang non.

Tuy céi san cua thay Hoi dong Chanh kéu
la vuon hoa, nhung ma vuon hoa khac trong
Nam Viét, nghia l1a c6 trong bong, ma cling c6
trong cay trdi nhiéu thd nda. Trudc thém nha
c6 dé hai hang don’ trén moi cai déu c6 mot
chau kiéng, kim quyt, son tung, can lang, bum
sum, bui thi uén nhanh ky khoi, bui thi tia la
yéu diéu.

Hai bén thi cam mat, quyt dudng trong
ngay hang, nhanh 14 sum sé, ma bong trai chua
tro. Phia ngoai thi ly trong xen v6i mén day bit,

lai thém trong mot hang rao bang bong long
3 ghé lam bang d6 gém khong chd dua, dung d€ ngdi hay ké nhiing
chéu kiéng
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deén*, nén hé dong chit ctia ngo roi, thi ngudsi
di ngoai dudng khong thay trong vuon dugec.

Thu Ha minh mdc 4o tim quén trang, chon
mang giay nhung xanh, tay trdi deo mot chiéc
huyén’, tay mdt deo mot chiéc vang hot xoan,
tai deo mot doi bong ciing nhan hot xoan, cd
deo moét soi day chuyén nhd, tuy khong co
trang di€m nhu may con gai nha giau c6 hoc
kia, nhung c6 viia cé sac via co6 dtc, lai thém
c6 vé thién chon, nén guong madt coi viia ng-
hiém trang viia thanh lich, it c6 gai nao bi kip.

Co nam chum bong hué réi c6 cui xudng,
ké mat vé ma hui, ban tay c6 diu nhiéu, da mat
c6 trang ngan. Bong ké mat cd bong luc lac oat
0a, con co6 hti bong roi, c6 via long nén co
cudi chum chim. C6 thdy Cong Cén ra gan tdi,
cd budng chum bong ra ma noi:

— Bong tot ma lai thom qua.

Cong Cén cuoi va dap rang:

4 con goi la bong bup
5 vong tay bang da den
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— Chac 1a bong nghe chi thi dau, nén rt
nhau n& hét thay daing miing chi dé da chi Hai.

Thu Ha lién tra 16i rdng:

— Em ndi dé c6 1€ phai da. Thud nay chi
thuong bong 1am, hé bai trudng & nha chi vo
phan tudi nudc cho né hoai, nay chi thi dau tu
nhién no6 phai muing chi ché.

Thu Ha ndi va cudi, niang hai bén go ma
hai dong tién, bay hai ham ring trang trong va
khit rit, mat ngé that 1a c6 dtic, miéng noi that
1a ¢6 duyén, da vay ma lai thém gié phat cdi do
tim méng cua c6 bd sat trong minh, lam cho
thay r6 cai voc ctia c6 yéu diéu thanh tao, roi
bay hai lai quan lén, lam cho 16i hai ban chon
no vun, bay hai cudm chon tron no va trang
non.

Vi Coéng Cén la em, nén tro khong thay
dung nhan tuan ta cta chi, lai tro con kho,
nghe chi ndi choi nhu vay, tro khong biét 16i
chi ma doéi dap, tro mdéi lya mot chum bong
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hué né déu, tré ndm ma hui roi boé di téi. Thu
Ha di theo sau, gi6é phat mai toc lam cho ndm
ba sgi phu xudng mdt, c6 lay tay ma vén, ngon
tay diu dang, dau toc den muét.

Hai chi em di t6i ddm bong lai, ben ding lai
ma tram tro. Cong Can véi tay ngat mot bong.
Thu Ha la 1én rang:

~ Y! Duing c6 héi, em, diing c6 hai, hdi chi
vay? Uong qua. Cong Cin htii bong roéi trao lai
cho chi, Thu Ha lay bong lai cam ma coi, sac
mat buon hiu, ma nét buon coi con xinh dep
hon hoi nay nita. C6 ngé cdi bong roi trach em
rang:

— Bong t6t nhu vay ma em hai ché. Chi tiéc
qua. diing c6 hai ntia nghe hon em.

Cong Can gat dau cudi va ndi rang:

— Chi khong cho t6i hai bong, d€ toi kiém
trai ly dn choi. Tro noi dut 16i thi buon ba di t6i
mdy céy ly. Thu Ha thung thang di theo em. C6
ngodi lai trong nha réi kéu em ma néi rang:



KhocthAim § 13

— C6 ba v6i ma kia, em. Em hai diing cé
lam gay nhénh ba ray da.

Via luc ay hai vg chong thay Hoi dong
Chanh duong budc xudéng thém ma ra san.
Ong Huong chti Lung 1a cht ru6t ctia thay Hoi
doéng, nha & dudi phia Bo Ot, dng 1én thim hoi
trua, vi vo chong thay Hoi dong cam qud, nén
ong phai & lai choi véi chdu, dng cling di theo
ra trudc thém ma hing mat.

Thay Hoi dong Doan Coéng Chanh nam
nay da dugc bén muoi lam tuoi. Thay goc gac
& My Thanh, cha me khuat hét, trong than toc
duy con c6 mot ngudi chu la 6ng Huong chu
Lung dé ma thoi. Con vg la c6 Ly Thi Co, nho
hon thay hai tudi, vén la con cua mot ba Cai
tong cyu & dudi O Mon thuodc tinh Can Tho.

Hai vg chong cé danh giau cd va nhon dic
& miét Cai Sao, Cai San. Cai danh ay khong phai
la danh gia, béi vi thay Hoi dong diing bo hon
nam tram mau dién hang nhit, mdi nam thay
thau hué loi gan hai chuc ngan gia lda, ma vg
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chong thay & rong rai, ta dién, ta thé dia nao
tung tién hodc 1a tung laa thi thdy cho mugn
ché chang hé thay chiu cho vay, con trong lang
trong xom ai gdp hoan nan thi thay ctu gitp
cho hét thay.

Thay Hoi dong Chanh khong biét chii Tay,
ma thay thong chi Tau; nhiing sach Tau goi
1a tin tho, thi chdng c¢é bd ndo trong nha thay
khong cd. Lai cac thu tap chi, nhut bdo quoc
am, thay mua da hét, thd hay cing mua ma
tht d& cing mua; thay noi rang néu ngudi ta
nghi ludn dung thi minh phai biét ma khen,
con néu ngudi ta nghi luan sai thi minh ciing
phai biét ma cai ché minh ché d6 ma khong
doc, thi minh co biét dé ch6 nao ma tranh.

Vi thay doc tan tho va nhut bao nhiéu, nén
tuy thay khong hoc chii Tay, song kién thtc
cta thay cling rong rai nhu ngudi cé hoc. Thiét
thay khong chiu can du dén qudc sy, nhung
ma thay ton trong qué huong, thay yéu mén
dong chting, lai thay hay cham nom nhiing van
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dé thudc vé khai thong dan tri, hodc bao thu
loi quyén cho ngudi Viét Nam. Hdi nao lap ra
ciing c6 thay huin hét thay. C6 hdi bi 16, nén tan
ra, thay mat hét von htin ma thay khong gian,
lai no6i rang: “Van sy khéi dau nan; mdi tap di
thi phai vap té nhiéu lan, r6i méi di viing dugc
chs”

Thay da biét lo giup d6, ma may lai dugc
gdp mot ngudi vg hién. May ndm sau day, Thi
Co mang lay binh ho, thay thudc cam lo dén
viéc nha, chdng lam chi; héi trudc c6 con manh
mé, cO thé cho chong ma xem xét trong nha ra
dén ngoai ruong di niia, ma chong lam viéc chi,
dau t6n hao bao nhiéu c6 cling chdng c6 mot
161 phién trach. C6 Hoi dong thudc vé hang dan
ba biét kinh trong chong, biét truéng chi® cho
chong, nén chang hé khi nao ¢ ngan trg viéc
ctia chong lam. Ma thay Hoi Dong thuoc vé
hang dan 6ng thuong yéu vg, biét lo viéc nha,
nén ching hé bao gi¢ thdy lam cho vg buén,

6 khuyén khich lam cho y chi 16n 1én
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ma clng chang hé khi nao thiy dé€ pham danh
gia.

Vg chong sanh c6 mdt dda con trai véi mot
dta con gdi d6 ma thoi. Luc con con nho thi
vg chong da udc nguyén cho ching né dn hoc
cho dén cung, ding ching n6 du tu cach, du
tri thtic ma ddm duong véi thé cudc. Phan Thu
Ha la gdi nén hoc trong nuéc ciing du rdi, con
phan Cong Cin la trai phai hoc cho cao mdi
dugc. Nam ngodi Cong Cin thi ldy bang so hoc
xong roi thi thady Hoi dong Chanh mudén cho
tro qua Tay ma hoc. Vi béi Thi Co than c6 binh
hoan, lai con con nhé qud, nén thay Hoi dong
sg vg budn, ma phai dan long d€ cho con hoc
tap theo tri thuc ha lai nhu ngudi.

Ma cha me biét lo lang cho con, lai gap con
cling biét lam viia long cha me. Thu Ha thud
nay can cO lam, nén bay gi¢ mdi thi dau lay
luén hai bang cdp trong mot nam. Con Codng
Céan méi vao truong I6n nam dau, ma hom bai
trudng dugc thudng ndm cudn sach tot.
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V€ su an hoc thi hai tré da lam cho cha me
vui long roi, ma vé€ sy dn & thi ching né cling
lam viia y cha me lam. Cong Cén con nhé nén
vé nha cu lo choi ma thoi, song cach choi ctia
tro thudng ém tham, thdy ngudi 16n biét cung
kinh, thay ké ngheo biét thuong yéu ché khong
phai vic vac’ ngang tang nhu con nha giau
khac.

Con Thu Ha, ¢6 da ném chut dinh mui tan
hoc, ma c6 khong chiu lam theo nhiing thoi tan
nd nhi. C6 ghét nhiing gai hét toc cut, di giay
cao got, mdc y phuc theo dam, c6 ché nhiing gai
cao chon may, moi thoa son doé lom, tay xach
bép nhong nhanh. Thud nay hé bai trudng thi
c6 vé nha, lo coi s6¢ miéng an miéng uong cho
cha me, c6 cat lya may 4o may quan cho em.
Co chdng hé ndi nang tiéng véi tré & trong nha,
c6 thudng hay cho tién nhiing con nit ngheo
trong xo6m. CO ¢ mot tat ma thoi, cai tat ay la
cai tat khinh bi nhiing ké muu lgi cau danh,
chiét bang® nhiing ngudi ninh hot gia doi.

7 bd mat nghiéng qua nghiéng lai, mua tay mua chun
8 phan doan nghiém nghi
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Thay Hoi dong thudng ndi véi con:

— Cai tat ctia con do khong phai la xau,
song khong thich hgp véi thoi thé. Ba coi doi
bay gid ai gia doi ninh hot thi mdéi sang, ai gioi
muu lgi cdu danh thi ngudi ta cho 1a tri. Néu
con nghich nhiing ngudi ay thi con ai dau ma
con ua?

Hé Thu Ha nghe cha néi vay, thi cudi va
dap:

— Khong con ai thi thai, chi tha do gia doi
ninh hot, y thé hiép co, biéu con ua sao cho
dugc.

Chiéu hom nay, hai chi em Thu Ha dat nhau
ra ngoai ctia ngod, chi xem bong, em hai trai.
Thay Hoi dong xudéng thém rdi kéu tré ¢ nhac
gh€ ra, ding thay ngoi choi véi ong Huong chu
Lung. Chua chdu ndi chuyén cay trdi mot hoi,
roi ong Huong chu Lung héi:

— Con Thu Ha né thi dau r6i, thoi, vo chong
bay coi chd nao phai ga phtit n6 di. Con géi doi
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nay dé€ no 16n tudi qua khong nén.
Thay Hoi dong cudi va dap:

— Vg chong chau ciing tinh ¢6 cho6 nao phai
thi ga, ché dé lam chi. Ong Huyén ham® Ha, &
Lai Vung, ong c6 cdy nguoi ta no6i do, ma dé
thung thang it bita r6i hoi do y no coi.

Ong Huong chu 14y céi khan ran'® vat trén
vai xudéng ma lau miéng, vudt rau roi noi:

— Tuong la ai, ché 6ng Huyén ham Ha tao
biét. Ong 1a ngudi giau c6 ma nhon dtc. My
lam sui véi Ong thi xting lam. Nhu 6ng c6 cay
ndi con Thu Ha cho con 6ng, thdi thi ga di.

Thay Hoéi dong lam lo khong néi nita, ma
coi sac mat thi biét thay suy nghi trong tri lam.
C6 Hoi dong nha trau quing dudi goc cay, roi
cO noi:

9 chtic tri huyén khong c6 thuc quyén do chinh quyén thudc dia ban
thudng

10 loai khin soc ma ndéng dan & viing Chau thé song Ctiu Long hay

dung
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— Ho6i hom t6i cd nodi v6i nd chuyén do, néd
nghe thang no c6 bang cap so hoc ma thai, con
ong gia ndé lam Huyén ham, thi né cudi ngat.
Toi coi y nd ché thang no hoc it, ma nhditla no
ngao chtic Huyén ham lam.

Ong Huong chti chau may ma hoi ring:

— Ngudi ta lam Huyén ham, sao lai ngao
nguoi ta?

Ong hoi chua dit 1i, béng nghe tiéng xe
hoi ngling ngoai ctia ngd. Hai vg chong thay
Hoi Dong ngo ra, thi thay hai ngudi ban do tay
budc vo, ngudi di trudc, mdc quan do tussor,
1a thay Tu B4 Hi, cht hang stia xe hoi ¢ Can
Tho, kéu c6 Hoi Dong bang di, con ngudi di
sau, mdc quan trang ao ni xam, tay co tang, di
giay den, doi két ran, trac chting hai muoi lam
tudi, tudng mat sang sua, tudng di khoan thai,
thi la hoac khong biét la ai. Ba Hi vo khoi ctia
ngo roi, thay hai chi em Thu Ha dung dya cay
ly bén phia tay mdt thi gid ndn ma chao va ndi:
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— Nghe em thi dau, nén c6 dip di Long
Xuyén qua ghé muing cho em.

Thu Ha cui dau va dap:

— Cam on anh Hai. Chi Hai manh phai hon
anh Hai? Sao anh khong cho chi Hai di vé6i?

Ba Hi noi:

— Qua di thinh linh, dé khi khac ro6i qua dat
chi Hai em 1én tham. B4 Hi dat nguoi la ay di
vong theo cdi dudng bén td ma vo nha. Hai chi
em Thu Ha hudn budc noi cai dudng bén hiu
ma vO. T6i thém Ba Hi chao muing 6ng chu véi
di va dugng, roi trinh dién ngudi di theo ma

4

noi:

— Ngudi ban chau day la mong-xu'' Lé
Vinh Thai du hoc bén Phap, thi ddu tu tai da
hai khoa r6i, méi vé chiing mot thang nay.

Thay Hoi dong Chanh bat tay Vinh Thadi va
noi:

11 monsieur: 6ng
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— Tbi lay lam may man ma dugc cau Tu tai
dén nha, vay tdi xin thinh cau vo.

Vinh Thai cui dau mot cai rat thanh nha,
roi chon budc lén thém, miéng chum chim
cudi ma dap rang:

— Chau dugc bi€t 6ng, chdu cling vinh hanh
lam. Chau dén lam rdn cho 6ng ba, xin 6ng ba
tha 16i.

Thay Hoi dong lat dét ndi:

— Khong, khong, t6i vuilam ché! Co ron chi
dau. Hai ngudi khach theo chti nha ma vo cua,
ong Huong chu véi cd6 Hoi dong cling thung
thiang theo sau. Con Thu Ha va Cong Cén thi
dat nhau di bét qua gdc vuya lua, roi vo nha cau,
Thu Ha con giat cai bong lai trén dau toc.
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CHUONG 2
LUAN DAM THE SU

Nhé ctia cua thady Poan Cong Chanh
I\cﬁt theo kiéu kim thdi, nén bé ngoai
coi co vé thanh bai, con bé trong don cé dt nghi
tiét. Phia trong thay dat ba ban thd cdn 6¢ xa
cti, lau chui bong lang, lu chon dén dong trang
danh dau sdng ngdi. Phia ngoai, ma chanh gitia
thay dé€ mot bd ghé xa long, con hai bén thay
16t hai bo van go dé. Dau trén thay don hai cai
phong khach, con dau dudi thay dé€ lam phong
an c6 tu buftet' chung rugu du thu.

Cach chung don trong nha nta theo tan,
nta theo cyu, nén khach la budc vo, ai cling
biét chu nha dn & theo nay, ma tanh y theo xua.
Thay Hoi dong dat B4 Hi v6i Vinh Thdi thang

12 ti buyp-phé, ta rugu
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vOo by xa long mai khach ngéi. Ba Hi, Vinh
Thai ngdi mot bén, thay ngdéi mot bén, con o6ng
Huong cht thi ndm ngtia trén cai ghé xich-du,
dé phia ngoai ma dua luc lac.

Thay Hoi Dong kéu thang Tung, la dta &
ma biéu lay ly khui rugu sam banh', Ba Hi
ding day néi:

— Thua dugng, dung bi€u khui rugu. Chau
khong dam udng dau. Hai anh em chéu di choi,
chdu cam banh xe, ché khong c6 dem sép-pho
(chauffer: tai x€) theo. Udng rugu day roi chau
say va chdu tang bay vo cay mang khdn.

Thay Hoi dong khong thém nghe, thay cu
biéu khui rugu bén ly. Thay budc ra maoi chu,
thi 6ng Huong chu lac dau noi:

— Chéu udng vdéi hai cau di. Tao khong ua
rugu Tay.

Co6 Hoi dong ngdi bén van thay chu khong
chiu uong rugu, co lat dat tém miéng trau roi

13 rugu bot ndi tiéng ctia Phap, san xudt 6 ving Champagne
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biéu con Khéo, la dta bo ha, dem cho chu an.

Thay Hoi dong mdi khach udng rugu roi
bao Ba Hi:

— Hang stia xe cua chdu luc nay khd hon?

— Thua, khd kha. Chau tinh mua chting ndm
cai xe 16n dé dua bo hanh duong nay choi. Hé
c6 xe dua thi chac la chau lén trén nay thudng.

Thay Hoéi dong liéc mat ngd Vinh Thai roi
hoi:

— Con cau Tu vé tham nha roi cdu tré qua
hoc ntia hay la thoi?

— Thua 6ng, hdi chau ra di, thi chdu tinh lay
dugc cai bang cdp Tan si van chuong roi chau
sé v€. Rui qua chau méi thi ddu hai khoéa Tu tai,
ké 6ng than chdu mat, ba than chau danh day
thép bi€u chau vé. Chau vé hom nay, ba than
chau ban biju qua, nén chac la khong cho chau
di nia.

— Cau & bén Phdp dugc may nam?
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— Thua, bon nam.

— Cau biét hoc sanh Viét Nam bay gi¢ &
bén dugc chling bao nhiéu?

— Thua, chiing ba bon tram.

— Cha, cling bon hd! Thud nay t6i thudng
noi hoai, thanh nién 1a hy vong ctia nuéc nha.
Dan tdc ta sau nay c6 mé mang dugc, 1a nho
m4y ciu hoc sanh du hoc bén Au My. Ngay nay
s6 hoc sanh 4y da dugc ba bon tram, thé thi
trong ndm bdy nam niia, dan toc ta c6 1é mo
mat dugc chut it.

— Thua 6ng, 16i 6ng ndi khong 1€ chdu ddm
cai, chéd theo y chdu thi hoc sanh ctia cac nuée
thiét la hy vong ctia quoc gia, con hoc sanh ctia
minh 1a hy hong cua ttu di€m tra dinh, ché
khong cé ich 1gi chi cho xa hoi.

— Sao vay?

— Chau day 1a hoc sanh, nén chau thay tinh
hinh r6 hét. Nhiing hoc sanh ctia minh hién
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duong & bén Phap bay gio day, c6 mdt phan
can c6 lo hoc, con hai phan thi chi an choi, pha
tién cua cha me, ché ¢6 hoc hanh chi dau. Ma
cai bon qua Phdp ding dn choi do thi vo ich
cho xa héi ta da danh roi, con tui lo hoc do
cling khong ich chi hét. Néi ra thi ho ghét, ché
thiét chau nghi dén mang van cua chung toc
minh chiing nao chdu cang buén thém chiing
nay.

Minh lam hoc sanh, xuit than di ngoai
quoc ma du hoc, minh phéi ghi tac trong tri
rang déi véi qué huong, doi véi dong chung,
minh phai rén tap tu cach, ddng chiing minh
tré vé minh t6 diém cho qué huong, minh mé
mang cho dong chting mdéi phai. Co ly nao qua
Phap r6i, lai sam 4o quén cho t6t, roi khi thi
tim dén chon phién ba'* ma an choi, khi thi
ra ngoai may bai bién ma hing gi6. Con cai
bon lo hoc thi hoc thé nao kia, cht hoc ma chi
trong mong ldy bang cip cho 16n, roi cuéi vg
dam, v6 dan Phap, ddng tré veé go trén dau bon

14 phon hoa
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dan ngu & nha ntia, 6ng nghi thu coi, hoc nhu
vay dé dang mung hay la dang ngan?

Ba Hi cudi ma noi:

— Toa' ndi thai qud. Cling c6 ngudi thuong
nudc thuong dan, ché co 1€ nao hu hét hay sao?

— Ai dau, anh chi thi coi?

— Toa do.

— Khong. Toi la d6 bé ma ké gi. Ma dau toi
c6 thuong dan thuong nudc di nia, thi mot
minh t6i lai [am viéc gi dugc?

Thay Hoéi dong la ngudi cé chi lo cho doi,
nay thay gap Vinh Thdi con tré ma cé tam huyét
thi hiép y thiy lam, nén thay rét rugu ép mai
udng ntta. Ba Hi v6i Vinh Thai dong choi tu
khong dam udng nhiéu. Thay Héi dong duong
hting chi, thay sg khach vé gap, nén thay kéu
vg ma ndi rang:

— Ma n6 coi biéu bay tré don com, ding

15 toi: anh, may
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mdi thang Hai, v6i cdu Ta an choi nhé.
Co Hoi dong dap rang:

— Thua, t6i c6 ddn bay tré roi. Uong rugu
choi mot lat toi toi roi sé an com, chu bay gio
con sé6m qua.

B4 Hi diing day ndi:

— Thua di, dling c6 lo com nudc chi hét, dé
chau choi mét chat roi chau vé.

Thay Hoi dong can:

— E, chau vé chi gip vay na. O an com choi
roi toi sé ve.

— Pudng xa, vé t6i khoé lam.

— Kho cdi gi? Troi co6 trang, ma xe hoi co
den nta, di ban dém mat, ché c6 sao dau ma
sg. Khong may thud gap cau Ta, & choi ding
cau Ta & an com v6i dugng mot bia.

— Thua dugng day nhu vay, chdu phai vung.
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Vinh Thai ngo6 thay Hoi dong va cudi va
ndi rang:

— Chdu mdéi dén nha thdm 6ng ba mdt lan
dau, ma ong ba hau dai qua. Néu chdu tu thi
mang 16i v6i 6ng ba, con néu chau vung thi sg
e that Ié.

— 0 4n com choi, vg chéng t6i miing lim,
c6 chi dau ma sg thit 1é. Cau noéi chuyén nay
gio do, toi biét cau la ngudi d€ y vé€ mang van
ctia nudc nha. Theo doi nay, nhiing ngudi co
hoc thtg, ai cling lo tranh danh truc lgi, ché it
ai bi€t lo cho qué huong xa hdi. Néu bon hoc
sanh ta ma c6 chi nhu ciu vay hét thay, thi nuéc
ta may man biét chting nao.

— Thua 6ng, 16i 6ng méi ndi dé chdu kinh
phuc lam. Ddi nay ai cling ham ciu danh lgi,
cht khong ailo té diém qué huong. Ngé quanh
quat chi thay ngudi lo lam quan, ké lo lam giau,
tham chi nhiing ngudi xung minh la c6 trach
nhiém vyc nudc binh déan, ma ho cting lo danh
lgi cho ho, ché nao thay ho binh vuc ai dau. Ma
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lam quan, ma mua chtic ham cho 16n, mua mé
day'® cho nhiéu. Ché phai lam quan dang day
dan cho khon ngoan, lam giau dang ctu dan
hét cung kho, thi minh sting bai, chti minh dau
dam kich bac ho.

— Cau ludn tinh hinh xa ho¢i thiét la dung.
Tri ndo clia ngudi bay gio thoi vay do. May
ndm nay toi dom thay nhu vay téi cling buodn.
Ma budn thi budn, ché biét lam sao?

— Thua 6ng, xa hdi ta bay gié¢ nhu nguoi
cd binh nang. Vay thi phai lo chay thuoc, ché
ngoi khoanh tay ma rau hoai thi ngudéi binh
chét con gi.

— Phai c6 6ng thay hay méi dugc.
— Biét thay hay & dau ma tim bay gio.

— Thua, thiy nao cling hay hét thay, mién la
ong thay phai cho hét long ma thai.

16 médaille: huy chuong
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— May nam nay thiéu gi thay lanh tri binh
cho xa héi, ma nao c6 thay binh giam chut nao
dau?

— Thua tai thay khong tdn tam, ma clng
tai thudc cho uéng khong nham niia, nén binh
mdi day dua nhu vay do.

— Theo y cau, bay gio phai cho thuoc cach
nao?

— Thua 6ng, chau con tho au, chdu dau dam
lanh thudc cho xa héi. Chau cé cdi long nhiét
thanh ma thoi, ché c¢6 tai tri gi ddu ma dam
khoe khoang.

— Khong. Minh luan nghe choi, ¢6 hai gi.

— Theo y chdu, néu mudn khai héa cho
qué huong, thi phai lap mdt cdi chuong trinh
cho ranh ré, r6i noi theo d6 ma thi hanh. Cai
chuong trinh ay phai phén ra lam ba doan:

1. Khai hoa tri thic.
2. Chan hung kinh té.
3. Tai boi dao duc.
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Vé doan khai hoa tri thuc, thi phai lap
trudng trung dang, cao ddng cho du giai cép,
cling nhu cac nudc van minh vay, dang dao tao
nhon tai ma dung. Phai lap an quan'’, tho quan
% roi dich sach van chuong triét ly, khoa hoc
lich sti, ti€u thuyét ma truyén ba tu tudng hay,
tai nghé gidi ciia Au My cho ngudi minh hiéu.

Vé doan chan hung kinh té, thi phai lap
hang 16n d€ gép mua d6 nodi hdéa ma xuit cang
ban cho ngoai qudc, d€ trii du thi hang ngoai
quoc, ma ban cho ddn minh dung. Phai lap 10
cong nghé dé ché tao vit liéu co khi. Roi cling
phai 14p ngan hang cho 16n dé gitp von cho
nha dai thuong va nha céng ngh¢ ctia minh.

Vé doan tai boi dao dtic, thi phai chon mét
ton gido d€ lam dao chung ctia dan minh, roi
van dong lam cho moi ngudi déu tin ngudng,
déu sung bai dao dd, ding cho déan trong nudc
moét bung mot long, hét xich mich gidn hon
nhau niia.

17 nha in
18 noi in va ban sach
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Vinh Théi ngdi dam ludn, 16i néi khi tram
khi pht1*?, ¢6 hang c¢6 chan?®, dén cho gian trgn
mat nam tay, dén cho buodn thé ra chat lugi. ba
vay ma cdu noi 16i nao nghe ciing c6 ly, cau tinh
viéc nao coi cling cao xa, rd rang la mot dung
thanh nién tan hoc, da c6 long nhiét thanh véi
quoc dan ma lai ¢o tai t6 chtic cudc khai hoa
nua.

Thay Hoi dong ngdi nghe, thay mé man,
khong nhay mat, khong cuc cya. Chling Vinh
Thai noi dit r6i thdy méi noi rang:

— L&i cdu luén d6 viia y t6i lam. Thanh nién
Nam Viét nhu vay méi phai, ché thu do6 di danh
déc ddng xin tién d6 ma thanh nién gi?

Co6 Hoi dong budc lai gan chong ma noi
nho cho chong hay rang com da don xong roi.
Thay Hoéi dong lién ding day budc ra mai chu
ro6i moi Ba Hi v6i Vinh Théi an com. Chta khdch
di qua phong an. Ba Hi thay c6 Hoi dong véi

19 khi trdm khi bong
20 ltc binh thuong, lac phan khai
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Thu Ha ldng xang coi tré & bung don ma khong
chiu ngoi dn, thi ndi:

— Thua, chau mai di ngoi &n com ludn thé.
Co Hoi dong dap:

— Chdu an di, di chua doi.

B4 Hi ndi tiép:

— Thoi con Hai di dn, em.

Thu Ha chum chim cud¢i va dép:

— Thua, anh Hai dung di d€ em coi bay tré
nd don roi lat ntia em sé an.

Vinh Thai liéc mat ngé Thu Ha, ro6i kéo ghé
ma ngoi, bo nghiém trang té chinh lam.

Thay Hoi dong con mudn nghe Vinh Thai
noi chuyén ntia, nén mdi ngoéi an dugc vai
miéng thi thay hoi:

— Cdi chuong trinh khai hda cdu néi hoi

ndy t6i phuc lam. Vay ma bao gio ciu tinh cau
khéi su thi hanh doan nao?
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— Phai thi hanh lu6n ba doan moét lugt maéi
dugc.

— M6t minh cdu ma ciu lam sao cho xiét?

— Chdu c6 tai gi dau ma lam dugc. Chéau vé
ra do cho buc cao minh kién thtic hiép nhau
ma lam lay ché.

— Cdu noi phai. Trong cugc khai hda, phai
cé dong ngudi, ché mot minh thi lam khong
ndi. Ma bay gio cdu noi tht nghe choi, nhu cau
khong di hoc niia, cau & nha rdi cdu lam gi ma
giup ich cho dong bao?

Thu Ha duong md ti rugu ma lay thém
mot chai rugu chat, co nghe cha héi nhu vay,
thi c6 khung lai, 16ng tai nghe coi khach tra 16i
lam sao. Vinh Thai suy nghi moét chut roi dap
rang:

— Chau c¢6 lam thi chau lanh cai doan khai
héa tri thic ma thoi, ché hai doan kia chau
khong dugc thao cho lam.
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— Ma cau lanh cdi doan dé cau tinh lap hoc
hiéu hay la lap an quan?

— Néu chau cé tién nhiéu thi chau vtia lap
hoc hiéu viia 1ap an quan.

B4 Hi trgn mat ndi rang:

— Toa muon lam hét, khong dang. Lam thi
nao thi lam mot thd ma thoéi, ché lam nhiéu
viéc roi toa coi sao xiét.

— Cai d6 cd hai gi. Minh t6 chiic ra roi viéc
nao minh cling dit ngudi coi s6c riéng, minh
kiém dugt vay thoi, ché phai minh ngoi day
hoc hay la minh dung quay mdy in hay sao
ma s¢ mot minh khong xiét. Trudc hét can lap
mot cai an quan cho 16n r6i 14p nhuyt bao dé ¢co
dong khuyén khich dong bao. Phai kich bac cai
bon gid doi ninh hot, y thé y quyén. Phai danh
dé6 thoi hu tat x4u, nghia la phai g& ma quang
nhting mut ghé ctia xa hoi di ro6i xtc thudc thi
binh méi lanh dugec.
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— Toa choc 6 ong n6 dp nd danh toa chét
ché.

— Chét lai sg sao? Chét vi nudc, chét vi dan,
toi vui ma chét 1am.

Vinh Thai néi cau ay ma khi sac coi huing
hao, giong n6i nghe manh liét, lam cho Thu Ha
ding ngé tran tran, thady Hoi dong ngdi cudi
chum chim, coi bo cha con déu kinh phuc lam.

An com r6i, thdy Hoi d6ng cling con muén
cam khéch & lai no6i chuyén chointia. Vinh Thai
cling khong tinh vé, duy c6 Ba Hi néi trang da
moc, canh da khuya, nén tii ta cht nha ma di.
Thay Hoi dong dua khach ra cta ngo, khach
1én xe di r6i thay méi tré vo.

Thay thay vg con dang ngoi choi trén van,
thay lién ndi rang:

— Cau Tu an hoc thiét la dung dan. Cau c6
kién thtc, cé6 dom lugc® ma lai thém c6 long
nhiét thanh v&i cong ich nita. Ngudi nhu vay
kho kiém lam.

21 can dam va thao lugc
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Co6 Hoi dong véi Thu Ha ciing hiép y véi

thay Hoi dong nén nghe néi nhu vay me con
déu gat dau cuoi.

Ong Huong cht Lung ngo6i bén kia, 6ng
vung ding diy noéi rang:

— May ngudi néi nhiéu qua doé khong tot.

Thay Hoi dong chung hting, thay diing ngé
cht ma déap rang:

— Cau Ta ndéi nhiéu ma ciu noi hay lam,
ché phai ndi bay hay sao.

— Hay giong gi? Lam dugc kia méi gidi, ché
noi, ai noi lai khong dugc? Tao coi tuéng cau
Ta d6 khong duge chon chat.

— Ngudi hoc Tay thi bo tudéng ho nhu vay
hét thay, nhtt la cdu c6 & bén Phap, cach di
ding dam ludn giong theo ngudi Phdp nén chu
coi khong hap con mat chu ché.

Ong Huong chti buéc ra ngoai, 6ng khong
cai ntia, ma coi bo 6ng khong chiu cho 16i ctia
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thay Hoi dong la phai. Thu Ha ng6i buon hiu,
cd ngod sting ngon den mot roi, roi co di mot
minh ra san ma choi. Pong ho da gdo muoi gic
ma cd cling con tho thin trong vudn hoa, lic
diing ng6 mdt trang, luc cui hdi bong hué.
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CHUONG 3
GA CON LAY CHONG

L am cha lam me c6 con gai, hé con 16n
rdi thi lo sg lam, da lo day cho con
nd co nét na, ma lai con sg mudi hai bén nudc
khong biét con gidp bén trong hay la bén duc.

DPa biét Thu Ha la gai c6 san nét na, biét
trong danh ti€t nén vg chong thay Hoi dong
Chanh it lo vé phia d6. Nhung ma Thu Ha ndm
nay da muoi chin tudi roi, con nha giau dén
tudi do ai cting da c6 chong c6 con roi hét, duy
c6 mot minh co cu lo hoc hoai, hoc gidi chling
nao lai cang phai kén chong xting dang chiing
ndy, thé thi cha me khong lo sao dugc.
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Tt btia nghe tin con thi d4u hai cai bang cap
dén nay, thi vg chong Hoi dong Chanh thudng
ban tinh v4i nhau vé sy g con ldy chong. Ong
Huyén ham Ha la ngudi giau c6 hién lanh ma
lam cé chtic phan, lam sui v6i O6ng thi xing
dang, khong cho nao ma ché dugc, ngat vi con
trai ong it hoc qua. Thu Ha khong bang long,
néu ép ma ga lam, chling cuéi roi no khinh bi
chong thi an ¢ v6i nhau sao dugc. Ma & doi nay
ai n& ép duyén con, hudng chi con c6 hoc, ép
né khong phai dé.

Vo chong ban tinh kén chon hét stc, roi
mdi hiép y nhau kiém mdt chang ré cho c6 tai
hoc xting v6i con gai minh, giau nghéo kho-
ng can, mién la biét 1é nghia, c6 chi khi, thao
viéc doi thi thoi. Nha minh giau co, néu gap
ré nghéo thi minh giup cho né lam an, c6 hai
chi ddu ma sg. Nguo6i khon ngoan 1€ nghia méi
quy, cht bac tién rudng dat xa gi, boi vi vg
chong thay Hoi dong Chanh tinh nhu vay, nén
thdy 6ng Huong cht Lung xui lam sui v&i 6ng
Huyén ham Ha, thay Hoi dong Chanh méi lam
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lo, dé cho vg t6 y Thu Ha khong chiu cho chu
hiéu.

Sang biia sau, 6ng Huong cht Lung vé, thay
Hoi dong Chanh ndi chuyén choi véi vg con,
thi thdy nhac nh& khen nggi Vinh Thai hoai,
thay ctf néi Vinh Thdi ddng mat con trai Nam
Viét, kién thic rong, hoc héi cao, luan bién nay;,
khi phach cting, ma lai cé long nhiét thanh véi
nudc véi dan nia.

Tuy trong luc khach t6i nha, Thu Ha git 1é
khong dam chudng médt ra ma nghe noi chuyén,
song 6 luc duc & trong c6 nghe du hét, khong
sot mot 16i. Co cling khen cach diéu dam luén,
cd cting phuc tam chi nhiét thanh cua Vinh
Thai lam. B6&i vay hom nay c6 nghe cha noi t6i
cdu, thi c6 ndi rang:

— Ciu T4 luén viéc doi that la dung dan. Ba
néi phai lam, ngudi nhu vdy méi dang goi la
trai Nam Viét.
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Co6 Hoéi dong nghe con khen Vinh Thdi,
thi li€éc mat ng6 chong ma cuoi roi néi véi con
rang:

— Cau Tu c6 dung dan thi d€ dan 6ng con
trai ngudi ta khen, chd phan con gai con néi
lam chi?

Thu Ha nghe me qud, c6 hoi tam rdi c6 ho
then, nén cd ngoi cui mdt khong dam ngod ai
niia hét.

Cong Can vung noi:

— Ba géa chi Hai cho cau Ta do di ba. Ga
ddng bai trudng con bat cau day con hoc.

Thu Ha budc lai x6 vai em mot cai nhe nhe
va ray rang:

— Dling c6 ndi bay nao.

Roi ¢6 bo di vo trong budng. Vo chong thay

Hoéi dong ngd theo Thu Ha rdi ngé nhau ma
cudi chum chim.
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Thay Hoi dong Chdnh 4i mo tai ndng, tam
chi cia Vinh Thai lam, tuy thay chua néi ra chi
trong bung thay da c6 d€ y mudn ga con gai
cho Vinh Thai r6i. Hom nay thinh linh Céng
Cén noi bat tt, ma Thu Ha mac ¢&, ché khong
phai khang cu, géi vay thay lay lam vui long.
bém 4ay, thay ban tinh véi vg dé thay hdi do
coi Vinh Thdi la con cta ai, géc gac 6 dau, co
vg hay chua. Néu cau chua c6 vg, ma cau cling
danh Thu Ha, thi thay sé biéu cau cay mai dén
noi.

Cach vai ngay, thay Hoi dong Chanh di
Can Tho. Thay ghé hang sta xe hoi ma tham
chau la Ba Hi. Ba Hi thdy dugng thi mung ré
hoéi tham ldng xang, thay Hoi dong ndi chuyén
dong dai mot hoi roi héi rang:

— CAu Tu tai chau dat 1én choi bita hom do
1a con cua ai, § dau vay?

— Thua, con ctia thay thong Tién, hoi trudc
lam viéc toa.
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— Hom trudc cau noéi dng gia cdu khudt roi,
vay ché bay gid ba gia cau lam giong gi 6 dau?

— Thua, ba gia cau vé qué quan & trong Cai
Rang.

— Cdu c6 vg con rdi hay chua?

— Thua chua. Tt nhd chi 16n cau di hoc,
cau 6 bén Tay mdi vé chiing mdt thang nay,
vg dau ma cudi gap nhu vay dugc. Dugng hoi
tham chi vay?

— Chang gidu chdu lam chi, con Thu Ha hoc
da xong, ma né ciing da l6n roi. Di v6i dugng
muon kiém chd cé hoc thiic kha kha ma ga
né. Hom no di véi dugng thay ciu Tua tai Vinh
Thai thi di v6i dugng ung lam. Dugng xudng
day 1a xuong hdi thim chdu coi cau Tu dé ra
thé nao, c6 ddng ga em ctia chdu hay khong?
Nhu nén ga, thi chau biéu cau ciy mai lén noi,
di vé6i dugng s€ ga cho.

B4 Hi ngdi chau may suy nghi mét hoi roi
méi dap rang:
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— Thua dugng, viéc nay quan hé lam, chau
khong biét sao ma dam noéi. Héi nho hoc tai
trudng tinh Can Tho, thi mong-xt Vinh Thai
hoc mdt 16p véi chdu. Dén sau chdu 1én trudng
Taberd, con cau lén truong Chasseloup, cau
hoc bao lau dé khong biét rdi cau di Tay. Chau
biét ciu la biét hoi nho, cau & bén Tay vé hdm
nay, chau gap cdu cé vai ba lan gi do, nén chau
khong hiéu tanh tinh ctia ciu ra thé nao, ma
dam néi chac.

— Cau ndi chuyén nghe phai lam ma.

— Thua phai, cau hoc kh4, néi chuyén hay
cdu c6 bang cap tu tai thiét.

— Vay thi cling da r6i. Con ba than cua cau
1a ngudi thé nao, chau biét hon?

— Thua, cai d6 chau khong hiéu. Chau cé
nghe ndi nhu vay. Vg chong thay thong Tién
sanh c6 mo6t minh cau dé ma thoi. Hoi trudc
thay thong Tién lam viéc Toa, thay c6 chuyén
16i thoi sao do, quan trén ngung chuc thay hét
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mot luc, roi thay xin thoi, vé cat nha & trong
Cai Rang. May nam nay, thay ¢ khong, kiém
dat moi thay kién. Thay choi bai bac lung lam,
thé khi thady mac ng nhiéu, nén thay chét roi,
chtt ng 6 1én kién, thi hanh phat mai ndy chuc
mau dét cta thay hét. Vg thay hét tién, khong
thé dé cdu Ta bén Tay ntia dugc, nén méi kéu
veé do. Bay gio hai me con 6 mdt cdi nha 1 nho
0 trong Cai Rang.

— Tu ngheo giau dugng khong can, mién la
nguoi phai thi thoi. Chdu cling biét, su nghiép
cta dugng tuy khong 16n, song cling d ma
nudi con. Dugng muén kiém ré c6 hoc thic,
c6 tam chi, ché ki€ém nguoi nhiéu tién nhiéu
ruong ma lam gi?

— Dugng nghi nhu vay thi phai lam. Con
hai né hoc gioi, néu c6 chong Tu tai thi mdéi
xung v6i nd. Cau Vinh Thai bé ngoai coi dugc
r6i con bé trong khong biét thé nao, vi vay cho
nén chau du du moét chut.
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— Cach ciu ndi chuyén doé thi du biét cau
cd tam chi rdi, chau con nghi gidng gi niia?

— Thua dugng, doi nay thién ha ho xdo
quyét lam. Chéau thdy cé nhiéu ngudi hay moc
moi bang cAp ma ciu vg giau lai con c6 nhiéu
cdu dé€ hai tiéng ai qudc noi chot 1udi ma nht
bac gidy. Chdn ngdn qud, nén chdu nhdc tin
bung ho lam.

— Chau dat Vinh Thai 1én nha dugng choi
ma chdu c6 ndi trudc cho dugng cd con gai hay
khong.

— Thua khong.

— Néu vay thi cdu dau c6 dé ma ciu sap dit
trudc dang lam cho dugng mé cau.

— Tuy chdu khong noi trudc, ma hoi vo t6i
ctia ngo, chau co gdp con Hai, chdu muing né
thi dau, cau thay no, cdu nghe chau miing no,
thi tu nhién biét roi.



50 § HO6 Biéu Chanh

Thay Hoi dong ngoi ldng thinh ngam nghi
coi b thay du dy, khong biét phai nhtit dinh
1& nao. Ba Hi r6t nuéc moi dugng uong, rdi noi
rang:

— Nay gid chdu ndi chuyén véi dugng vé su
cau Vinh Thai dé, 1a chau nghi ngai vay thoi,
ché khong phai chdu noéi cau la nguoi xau. Cau
vé nha hém nay, chau khong c6 nghe cau lam
viéc gi quay. Khong biét chiing tanh tinh tam
chi cau tot, khong phai nhu may ngudi khac.
Véy xin dugng liéu ldy, chau khong dam doc
ma cling khong ddm can.

— C4 con gai, muon ga no, thiét 1a kho liéu!
Biét sao ma lua chon. Con cua minh dé, minh
nudi no trong nha tii nhé chi 16n, ma minh
cling chua biét bung né thay, huong chi la con
clia ngudi ta, minh lam sao ma dam chac.

— Viéc cuéi ga thi nham mat danh may rai
v6i Trdi, ché biét sao duge dugng.
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— Chau cling biét, thud nay dugng ham lo
viéc cong ich lam. Dugng coi tanh y con Thu
Ha né ciing giong dugng; nd trong viéc cong
hon la viéc tu. May nam nay, di v6i dugng tinh
kiém mot dda hoc gidi, cd tam chi, biét lo viéc
doi, ma ga nd, ché dugng khong muon ga cho
thu con nha giau ma tri ndo hén ha, ct lo cau
danh cdu lgi. C6 6ng Huyén ham Ha bén Lai
Vung cdy n6i ma cuéi cho con 6ng d6, ma no
khong ung, di v6i dugng cting khong chiu. Nay
dugng thay bo cau Tu tai nay dugc, nén dugng
mdi tinh ga né d6. Ma dugng dom coi y con
Thu Ha né ciing danh nita. Chau nghi coi c6
nén ga hay khong?

— Dugng mudn ga ciing dugc. Vo chong
nhu vay thi xting nhau roi, ngat c6 mot diéu la
Vinh Thdi nghéo ma thoi.

— Nghéo khong ngai gi. Con Thu Ha né
khong ké cai do dau.

— Néu em nd khong ché ngheo thi dugc.
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— Dau blia nao chdu gap cdu Vinh Th4i,
chdu néi mi thi coi cdu chiu khong.

— Cau lay chd, sao lai khong chiu. Dugng
dé€ chau héi roi chau sé viét tho cho dugng.

— Pugce. Nhu cau chiu thi chau néi cho
cdu biét, dugng khong doi 1€ vat gi ddu ma sg.
Dugng cho di noi, roi chiing nao cudi cling
dugc, khong can 1€ gi ntia hét. Song dugng giao
mot di€u nay. Di v6i dugng it con lam. Thang
Cong Céan mac di hoc, néu ga con Thu Ha di
xa, thi trong nha quanh hiu, da vay ma di cta
chdu binh hoan, can phai c6 con Thu Ha giup
coi soc viéc nha vay dugng ga n6 thi dugng bat
vg chong né phai ¢ véi dugng. Chau nhé néi
viéc do cho ranh ré.

— Da, dugng an tam dé chau noi.

B4 Hi cam thay Hoi dong ¢ an com, rdi kéu
sép-pho biéu dem xe hoi ra ma dua thay vé.
Khi thay Hoi dong lén xe thay con dan véi Ba
Hi rang:
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— Chau ndi roi, thi chau viét tho lién cho
dugng biét nghe.

Thay Hoi dong vé nha, thtia ltic canh khuya
vang vé mdi thuat viéc minh tinh véi Ba Hi lai
cho vg nghe.

Co Hoi dong cing dong tinh hiép y véi
chong nén c6 nghe roi c6 noi rang:

— D€ coi nhu & dudi ho chiu thi toi sé do
y con nho. Toi chac hé minh ga chd ndy thi né
ung.

Cdach nam ngay, Ba Hi di v6i vg lén tham di
duogng. Trong luc vg Ba Hi noi chuyén choi véi
Thu Ha & phia dang sau, thi Ba Hi néi riéng véi
thay Hoi dong rang:

— Hoi s6m mai hom qua, chau gap Vinh
Thai chdu t6 y mudn lam mai em Thu Ha cho
cau. Cau duc ddc coi bo khong quyét dinh. Ma
cau duc ddc do, khong phai la cau ché em Thu
Ha, ay la tai cau xét phan cau ngheo, sg di noi
ma dugng khong ga thi xau h6. Chau bao lanh
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noi gium trudc, nhu di véi dugng chiu roi sé
budc téi. Cau chiu, song cau xin d€ ciu vé thua
lai v6i ba than roi sé tra 16i. Chiéu hom qua céu
trd ra, lai c6 ba than cau di theo ntia. Coi bo
c6 thong Tién muing lam, c6 cdy chau lam mai
dum. Chéu c6 to cac y cua dugng cho co nghe,
thi cod chiu hét thay, song c6 nai cho phép co
dén nha dang thay mat em Thu Ha va biét di
duong mot lan.

Thay Hoi dong ngoi cham chi ma nghe,
chiing Ba Hi noéi dut 16i thi thay cudi va hoi
rang:

— Chau c6 giao at sy dugng tinh bat ré do
hon?

—Thua c6 cht, c6 thong Tién chiu, ma Vinh
Thai cting chiu niia. Vinh Thai lai néi rdng cdu
1a ngudi c6 chi lo cho nudc nha. Néu may ma
gap dudc cha vg v6i vo ciing c6 chi dé thi cau
phi nguyén, khong con vui gi bang.
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Thay Hoi dong dac y*, lién biéu Ba Hi dat

c6 thong Tién v6i Vinh Thai 1én coi Thu Ha,

1én biia nao ciing dugc mién la danh day thép

cho hay trudc mot biia ddng thay stia soan com
nudc ma dai khach.

Ba Hi vé€ c6 hai bia thi danh day thép dinh
ngay chang dat c6 thong Tién v6i Vinh Thai
1én. Vi c6 Hoi dong da cd ndi trudc véi con roi
nén Thu Ha trang diém ra chao c6 thong Tién,
lai tém trau rot nudc moi co.

Hai bén déu thuan ung hét thay, nén viéc
ga cudi tinh dé nhu choi. Co thong Tién & dn
com, cO thtia dip vg chong thady Hoi dong san
long c6 lién no6i dai ma xin phép budc téi. Thay
Hoi dong chiu 16i. Thay dinh cho biia nay la
1€ hoi, vay hé chon ngay nao thang nao tot thi
lam 1€ cudi, ché khoi c6 1€ chi ntia. Luon dip
c6 thong Tién nodi rang nha c6 cd tang nén co6
xin lam phong bén gai ché ¢6 khong rude dau,
cudi da ba bita vg chong Vinh Thai sé dat nhau
vé cung ong ba.

22 bang long
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Vg chong thay Hoi dong ciing bang long
nhu vay. Thu Ha thud nay lo an hoc, ché chang
hé khi nao tinh téi sy lay chong. Thi ddu viia
md&i vé nha thi nghe me thd thé noéi viéc con
cta 6ng Huyén ham Ha muén gam ghé. Cai
ai tinh ctia c6 con trong ngan nhu nudc long,
con trang nén nhu bong lai, bdi vdy mdéi nghe
néi lay chong thi c6 givt minh, chua thay mat,
chua biét nha cua chong 1a thé nao, ma co6 da
khang cy. Nhiing 16i c6 t6 v6i me ma ché con
ong Huyén ham hoc d&, ché 6ng Huyén Ham
tham danh, tuy bé ngoai nghe hitu ly nhung ma
bé trong thiét co vi trong cai tiét ctia c6 nén c6
ché, ché khong phai co chac gi con 6ng Huyén
Ham la do6 bo, 6ng Huyén Ham la ninh hot.

Ngudi nao cd biét tam ly phu nii chuat dinh,
thi cting doan chac rang trong luc c6 Thu Ha
thi dau méi vé do, dau ai mudn ndi ma cudi co,
thi c6 cling ché hét thay, ché khong phai co ché
mot minh con 6ng Huyén ham dé ma thoi. Doi
v6i con 6ng Huyén ham thi c¢6 ché hoc dg, con
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doi vai trai khac thi co ciing sé c¢6 ¢6 khac ma
ché ntia.

Ma tuy la c6 ché chong, song cai van dé lay
chong n6 da cham vao tri ctia ¢6 rdi, nd lam cho
c6 dau ra vuon hoa tho thin, dau nam phong
kin mo mang, chang c6 lic ndo ma cd quén no6
dugc.

C6 duong cam xuc vé sy lay chong, thinh
linh cdu T tai Vinh Thai t&i nha. Cau dep trai,
cau hoc gioi, bo tuéng cing coi, van ndi huing
hao ma cau lai c6 tam chi muon gitp nudc giup
dan ntia. R6 rang la mot ngudi chong hom nay
Thu Ha duong tudng tugng trong tri. B&i vay
c6 thong Tién véi Vinh Thai vé roi, toi lai vo
chong thay Hoi dong Chanh hoéi do y con, thi
Thu Ha chiu lién, khong ché bai bac bé ché nao
hét.

Tl dé cho t6i ngay cuéi, thi Thu Ha mat
may tuoi tan, tri ndo tiéu diéu. Chiéu mat c6 di
dao vuon hoa, thi c¢6 tham tudng trong it ngay
nlia minh sé c6 mdt ngudi chong dung dan, luc
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trang td nhac ghé ra day ng6di ma ban tinh viéc
cong ich v6i minh. Canh khuya c6 thtic chong
den trong phong thi c6 tinh toan coi phan su
ctia minh lam thé nao ma trudng cdi chi di quoc
ctia chong, hodc giup cho chong khai héa dan
chung.

Thu Ha thi ngay dém tiéu diéu man y vé€ sy
lay chong. Con thay Hoi dong thi lo mua mot
cai xe hoi, lo son phét nha ctia ddng rudc chang
ré. Ca nha déu vui vé, tham chi 16i xém ciling
mtuing cho Thu Ha.
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CHUONG 4
VO CHONG TRAI Y

Dém cuGi nham ngay mudi sdu thang
tam am lich. Thu Ha da c6 hoc thuc,
ma tai vui chi vu quy, nén c6 khong lay su co
chong ma ho then nhu gai khac. Co ra tiép
khach, chuyén van an uong nhu thuong. Chling
roi dam hai ho vé hét, ¢6 1dng xang phu véi cha
me ma coi cho ta dién, ta thé don dep do6 dac.

Vinh Thadi cling x4 ré coi soc, chi viéc nay
biéu viéc kia. Thu Ha thay chong, c6 khong ai
ngai chi hét; co lac c6 dung gan mot bén chong,
cd chuyén c6 phai néi chuyén véi chong, ma
dau ding gan hay l1a néi chuyén c6 cling gii tu
cch ty nhién, c6 chang hé ké né bg ngg.
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Pén chiéu hai vg chong thay Hoi dong lay
c6 khong doi bung nén khong chiu an com, lai
ép vo chong Vinh Thai phai an véi Cong Can.
Thu Ha méi ngoi dn chung v6i chong moét lan
dau, nén co6 e 1¢ chut dinh, song cdi e 1¢ &y no
cd pha céi vé vui muing chti khong phai e 1€ roi
ngoi cing do, khong dam an, khong dam ndi.

No6i nha ai dom y ti cua Thu Ha, thi cling
déu biét c6 vui ma lay chong 1dm. Chang hiéu
vicd nao qua ngay sau sy vui ctia c6 trong muoi
phan bét hét nam phan, ma ngay dé da vay roi
qua ngay sau niia cling vay, c¢6 cu luc thuc &
phia trong, dudng nhu c6 sg ra ngoai trudc gap
chong, gap cha, hodc thay lan thay hué. Cuéi
du ba btia ro6i, vg chong thay Hoi dong Chanh
stia soan d6 dac cho con dé€ di vé Cai Ring ma
lam 1€ o6ng ba. Khi 1én xe hoi ma di, thi coi sac
mdt Thu Ha khong dugc vui, ma dén chiéu tré
vé sac mdt cing khong doi.

T6i lai, vg chong thay Hoi dong ra ngoi tai
b ghé xa long gitia nha. Thay Hoi dong kéu
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con va ré€ ra ding hai bén, roi thay méc trong
tui ra mot ngan dong bac ma dua cho Vinh
Thai va ndi rang:

— Ngay nay hai con da thanh hon ro6i. Thus
nay hai con mac lo hoc hanh, khong choi boi
dugc. Vay nay ba v6i ma cho phép hai con di
choi mot thang, muon di dau tuy y hai con.
Cdi xe hoi ba mua dé 1a mua cho hai con di
choi. Vay hai con ldy xe dé ma di. Con mot
ngan dong bac nay hai con diing ma lam 16 phi.
Nhu di dén dau ma rai hut tién thi danh day
thép vé, ba sé géi tién thém cho. Hai con muon
dat nhau di D€ Thién D¢ Thich hay la di Phan
Thiét, Phan Rang gi thi di. Mudn sang mai di
cling dugc, di choi cho phi chi di, roi sé lo lam
an, hodc lo giup doi.

Vinh Thai 1§ sac vui miling, nam chat mudi
tam gidy xdng* trong tay ma noi:

— Con nghe n6i D€ Thién D€ Thich tot [am,
dé con dat vg con 1én coi choi. Di chling mot
tuan lé con vé roi sé 1én Da Lat.

23 cent: gidy bac mot tram dong
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Co6 Hoi bong day lai thi thay Thu Ha ding
buon thiu, dudng nhu y con khéong muon di
choi, c6 bén hoi rang:

— Con khong muon di D€ Thién hay sao?

— Thua, di thi di... Con xin ba ma cho phép
con dit em con di véGi con.

— O dugc. Hai con dat em né di cho vui.
Thoi, ngay mai lo stia soan do6 dac roi sdng mot
di cho sém.

Vinh Théi nghe vg doi dat em theo, chang
khong can trd, nhung ma chang nhiu chon
may, coi bo khong dugc vui.

Qua ngay sau, c6 Hoi Dong thay Thu Ha
mat may khong tuoi tan nhu khi trudc ntia, co
lay lam la, nén kéu con lai ngo6i gan mot bén, co6
gid coi thg dot dinh 4o khéo hay la vung, rdi c6
héi nhd con rang:

— Tai sao hdm nay con budn vay con.
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Tam sy ctia Thu Ha tran tré khong thé
ké xiét. Tudng lay chong, 1a két ban véi mot
nguoi nam tli dong tai, dong chi, khinh lgi, kh-
inh danh, didng chung tri, hiép luc ma diu dat
dong bao tan bo. Nao dé tudng tuong la gidc
chiém bao, nao dé ngudi chong hoc gidi nodi
hay dé cling nhu ngudi khac. Méi mot bita dau
thi da hiéu lay chong ddng cho ngudi ta dm ap,
ma thém mot biia sau niia, lai thém hiéu ngudi
ta cudi minh 1a vi tai cha me minh nhiéu tién
nhiéu rudng, ché khong phai la tai tam, tai chi,
tai nghia, tai tinh gi hét.

Thu Ha duong ngén ngang trong long,
duong ndo bé trong tri, bong nghe me hoi, thi
¢ lay lam cadm xtc, ¢6 mudn t6 tam su cho me
hiéu, ngdt vi c6 liéc ng6é me, c6 nhé me binh
hoan, khong n& lam cho me buon, nén c6 cudi
ma déap rang:

— Con ¢6 buon viéc chi dau.

Co viia ndi viia cudi, ma cd da nuGc mat,
nén day mat cho khac, khong dam nhin me.
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D6 hanh ly stia soan xong rdi, vg chong
Vinh Thai v6i Cong Can ben tu gia cha me ma
di du lich. Khi lén xe Thu Ha muén d€ Cong
Cén ngoi phia sau véi minh.

Vinh Thai xu mat ndi rang:

— D€ em ngoi phia trudce véi sép pho dugc
ma. Ngoi sau ba ngudi chat qua, ai chiu cho
dugc.

Thu Ha van biét xe t&i bay chd ngoi, bé
ngang rong 16n, dau Cong Cén ngoi sau cling
khong chat gi, ma vi nghe chdng néi nhu vay,
lai thdy sac chong khong vui nén c6 nin khe, dé
cho em leo 1én phia trudc.

Xe qua khoi chg Long Xuyén roi chay thang
1én Chéau Déc. Bubi sé6m mai, troi thanh bach,
gi6o mat mé. Lén t6i Mac Can Dung, ngo qua
phia tay trai thi thdy dong rong mdt day minh
mong, laa sa** mot mau xanh 1ét. O xa xa thi
may hon nui That Son sap nam lup xdp tu dudi

24 loai lda thich tng cho nhiing noi c6 muc nudc cao thip khong
chiing
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Xa-ton lén t6i Nha Ban, ché hting nhu ai dap,
cho cao c6 khoi bay, thay canh vét [am vé hiiu
tinh thi nhé sutc trdi véi tay ngudi that la day
cOng sang tao.

Cong Can thay dong rong nui dai thi khap
khéi trong long, nén day lai phia sau ma néi
rang:

— Anh Hai, chi Hai, nui coi tot qua ha?

Thu Ha gat dau cudi vi em, con Vinh Thai
ngodi dua ngtia lang thinh, khong them U hu.

Thu Ha la gdi da tinh, tri c6 hay cam, long
cd hay dong, da vay ma tanh y c0 lai hién hoa,
c6 khong biét gidn hon ai. Co6 ngam canh roi
cO cling cam hing, nén day ng6é chong ma noi
rang:

— Hé ¢6 canh dep ty nhién phéi cé van
nhon, phdi c6 thi si. Qué huong ta c6 canh
xinh dep nhu vay, khong biét tai lam sao ma
quoc dan lai hu bai qua.



66 § Ho6 Biéu Chanh
— Céanh gi dau ma xinh dep?
— Canh nay coi la dep lam rdi, con gi niia.

— Ht! Tha do bé. Qua bén Phap coi méi
sudng mat chd.

Thu Ha muon néi chuyén véi chong, giong
noi da thanh bai, y ti lai cao thugng, ma Vinh
Thai trd 161 rat thap thoi, lai ngoi khit lai gan roi
choang tay qua sau vai vg, lam cho Thu Ha that
vong, tuy co khong trai y chong, song c6 budn
buc, nén ngoi tro tro hét mudn noéi chuyén nia.

Lén t6i Chau Doc xe dau nghi mdy. Thu Ha
biéu chong dat di kiém nha hang an com cho
no roi sé di.

Vinh Thai néi rang:

— V6 nha hang an lam gi? Quan dé la an
cuap.
— Minh v6 né cho an do bay ba, ma né

chém ba ngudi it niia la nam sau dong bac. D€
di mua it 6 banh mi, vai hop ca moi, dem 1én xe
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minh an, r6i chi€éu 1én Nam Vang s€ an com.

Vinh Thai budc xudéng xe va biéu vg di
theo. Thu Ha méc tui dua sép-pho mot dong
bac va ndi rang:

— Anh di an com chéo cho no di, rdi con di
ntia. Puong xa lam anh phai lo trudc dling co6
dé doi bung nhé.

S6p-pho lay tién roi di vo tiém chdo. Vinh
Thai dat vg vSi em di kiém banh mi ma mua.
bi khoi xe roi, chang ndi véi vg rang:

— S6p-pho né & v6i minh, dn luong mot
thdng t6i ba muoi 1dm dong. Di xe thi né phai
dem tién theo ma xai, ché cho ndi gi?

Thu Ha cudi va dap rang:

— N6 ngheo nd6 di v6i minh, thi minh phai
cho né dn ché.

— C6 cho thi cho n6 mot hai cac dt an com,
cho gi t6i mot dong bac lan.
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— Thay n6 ngheo, cho né nhu vay né vui
long.

— Cach minh 6 véi toi t& nhu vay do, nd 16t
da minh d6 khoi.

Thu Ha khong mudn cai lay viéc ndy nia,
ma cling may luc 4y Vinh Thai thay banh mij,
mac 14t dat ghé vo ma mua, nén thoi can ran sy
vg lang phi. Chang lua ba & banh mi 16n r6i hai
c6 vg chét ngdi ban do rang:

— Banh mi nay chi ban bao nhiéu mét 6 vay
chi?

— Thi d6 mot cac thay.

— Giong gi ma mac di vdy. Tam xu dugc
hon? Nhu ban td6i mua cho ba 6.

— Khong dugc dau, thay. Toi dém trong 16
chin xu mot 6, ban cho thay tdm xu sao dugc.
Ban mot 6 16i c6 mdt xu nho ché nhiéu ndi gi.

— Théi ba & hai cac tdm dugc hon?
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— Hong dugc, thay. Ba cac.

— Hong ban thi thoi.

Thu Ha ding ngoai dudng véi em, dom
thay chong ke re cac rac tii dong xu véi nguoi
ban banh, buc minh ma lai hd then, nén day
mat cho khac khong ngé. Vinh Thdi trd ra noi
vGi Vg rang:

— Di kiém ch6 khic mua. Bén minh bén
banh mi ngang tang qud, ban khong cé can
lugng gi hét, lai n6 muon ban gia nao no ban.
Bén Tay lam nhu vay c6 dugc dau, & tu chét.

Thu Ha lang thinh, riu riu di theo chong,
ma sac mat coi budn nghién. Mua c6 ba 6 banh,
hai hop ca ma Vinh Thai dat vg véi em di giap
chg, v6i t6i ba bon tiém mua mdéi duge. Chiing
1én xe Thu Ha hoi rang:

— Cha chd! Khong c6 dem dta theo lam
sao ma an ca moi day?



70 § HO6 Biéu Chanh

— Hu! Can gi dia. Boc vay dn cling dugc
ma. Di choi an vay méi ngon chd.

Buc sang trong bén Tay ho di choi ho cling
an qudy qu4, c6 can nia muong gi dau.

— Boc x6c-xich® hay la ram-bon?® thi dugc,
ché ca moi boc tay do qua roi nudc & dau ma
rua.

— Chui bay ba ro6i lén Nam Vang rua.

Xe chay tt Nha Ban v6 Tinh Bién, Thu Ha
thay nhiéu cdi canh thiét la dep, nhung vi c6 s¢
noéi ra khong hiép y chong roi chong cai niia,
nén c6 ngoi nin thinh ma ngé, khong dam tho
16 cdi tinh cam hting cta co.

Via t6i Tinh Bién thi gap mdt ddm mua
16n, nude do6 ao ao, gié thoi vut vut. Tai day co
mot chiéc do dé chd xe qua kinh Vinh Té. Khi
xe t6i bén do, Thu Ha thay giong ntia, nén bi€u
sép-pho ddu xe ma nghi, dgi hét mua roi sé

25 saucisse: doi
26 jambon: thit ludc chin



Khoc thAm § 71

qua song. Vinh Thai nhon dip ay méi khui ca
moi roi biéu vo vGi em an.

Cong Cin doi bung qua nén lat dat bé banh
mi roi bdc cd moi ma dn ngdm ngoam véi Vinh
Théi. Con Thu Ha tuy c6 ciing ddi, nhung ma
c6 khong quen thoi boc hot, nén c6 an banh
mi lat ma chiu ché khong an cd moi. Vinh Thai
thay vay ben ndi véi vg rang:

— An chd, c&d moi ngon 1dm ma. An thi coi.
Thu Ha cudi ma dap rang:

— Minh an di, t6i nhai bay banh mi choi,
ché t6i khong déi.

Vinh Thai tho tay bdc mot con cd cam ma
can, va ndi rang:

— Lam cach thi sach rudt. Khong an thi hai

anh em ta no bung.

Cdch mot hoi diu mua ldng gid. Vinh Thai
an roi bi€u sép pho kéu cu li stia soan do ma
dua xe qua song. Bon tén cu li cdi 4o bd trong
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nha réi doi nén la dam mua chay ra ma kéo
do cho xe xudng. Thu Ha thay may nguoi cu li
chong do trong ltic mua gi6 lanh 1éo c6 mdi lay
mot dong bac ma cho. Vinh Thai trgn mat noi
rang:

— Cho cdi gi? Chung n6 lam day c6 én luong
ctia nha nudc, ché phéi lam khong hay sao ma
minh tra tién cong.

Thu Ha dap rang:

— Tr6i mua gio, ho cuc khd tdi nghiép, thay
ho, cho ho chut dinh ho vui long.

— Vinhu ho khong vui r6i sao? Bo khi minh
la thién h¢ hay sao, nén gdp ai cting cho tién
hét thay?

— Cho ngudi ngheéo chut dinh ma hai gi.
Thud nay tanh t6i quen nhu vay do. Hé ai c6
cong giup toi thi tdi dén on cho ho.

— Nha nudc sam ching né cho minh dung
thi chung né phai chong dd6 ma dua minh, ché
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on gi. Bén Tay nha giau ho xai tién dung lam,
nham chuyén bao nhiéu ho cling khong tiéc,
con khéng nham chuyén, ddu mot dong mot
diéu ho cting khong loi, ché khong phai ho xai
nhu minh vay dau.

— Bén Tay khac, bén minh khdc, phan bi
sao dugc. Cung mdt loai v6i nhau, ngudi cé
tién phai thuong ngudi khong c6 tién ché.

— Phai, ma sao minh biét mdy dda nay
khong tién. Ai no6i v6i minh do?

Khong phai Thu Ha khong da 16i ma cai
v6i chong, nhung vi c6 thay c6 mot y, chong
mot ¥, dau cai an chong di niia cling khong ich
loi gi, bdi vay cho nén c6 nhon dip sép pho
duong r6 xdng, sang s6 cho xe 1én bg, c6 méi
chom t6i ma dédn sép pho cdn than, cd khong
thém noi v6i chong niia.

Dén x¢é, lén t6i Nam Vang, Vinh Thai biéu
sép pho chay trong vong Chau thanh ma kiém
khach san.
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Xe vlia méi ngling, thi cé mdét ba gia dau
bac trang, voc 6m teo, quan 4o lang thang mat
may nhdn nhin, tay cam cai quau® nho, tay
chong cay gay tre lan budc lai dung mot bén xe
roi dua cdi quau nhé ma ndi rang:

— Cau mo lam phudc cho it dong xu mua
com an.

Thu Ha thay ngudi gia yéu doi rach, c6 dong
long, nhung vi tii hoi sém mai cho téi bay gio
cd cho ngudi ta tién hai lan, déu bi chong tr
trao (triing trgn, ngd véi dang gian di), co so
cho nita bi chdng ray, nén c6 day qua ng6é Vinh
Thai, c6 y chd coi Vinh Thdi ¢6 vui long ctiu
gitup ba nhiéu it gi khong.

Vinh Thai ngé ba gia ro6i chdu may nat rang:

— E? Ba gia nay lam 16n x0n rdi tri ngudi ta.
bi choé khac ma xin.

Ba gia riu riu budc dang ra.

27 thung nho
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Vinh Thdi ludm luém ngé theo ma néi
rang:

— Xt minh sao cé nhiéu ngudi lam nghé an
may qud! Bén Tay ai di xin tién nhu vay, hé linh
gap thi kéo cd dem vé bét rdi giai toa bo t mat
kiép.

Thu Ha nghe may 16i bat nhon ctia chong
thi c6 ldy lam bét binh nhung ma c6 dan long
ndi ém 4i rang:

— Ngudi ta gia yéu tat nguyén, lam cong
viéc khong noi ntia, nén ngudi ta méi di xin
ché.

— Gia yéu tat nguyén thi kiém viéc nhe ma
lam, ai lai cho phép di xin. Buing c6 thuong
quan do, khong biét chting ki€p trudc ho 6 ac
lam, nén troi phat ho da. Néu minh cho ho tién
thi mang 16i v6i troi dat biét hon!

Vinh Thai viia ndi viia mé ctia xe ma leo
xuong. Cong Can da xudng trudc roi, tro moc
tui dua cho ba gia mot cac bac. Ba gia xa tro
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ma ta on rdi chong gay lan di. Vinh Thai thay
Cong Can cai l6i ma cho an may tién, thi chang
tic gian, nén ngd em tran tran, coi y nhu chang
mudn nhdy lai ma bop tay méi da nu gian.

Vinh Thdi v6 khdch san mudén phong roi
biéu vg v6i em vo ma nghi. Chang c6i 4o ritia
mat va hoi vg véi em thay do sach sé ddng di
dao choi mét hoi, ki€ém nha hang ma an com.
Cong Cén dén xti la, tro thay nha ctia moi moi
déu la mat, tro lay lam thich y, nén lat dat thay
doi quan ao dang di choi. Con Thu Ha ngoi
budn xo trong long hét biét viéc gi la vui niia.
Vinh Thai thoi thic c6 sta soan. Co thd ra ma
dap rang:

— Tho6i minh véi em di choi, d€ t6i & nha.
— Sao vay?

- Di xe dudng xa mét qua, dé t6i nghi.

— Hoi lam sao ma minh an com?

— Khong hai gi, d€ chut niia toi doéi bung,
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toi bi€u boi di mua banh mi cho t6i an cling
dugc.

— Ty 'y. Thoi dé toi di ddng t6i ki€ém d6 mua
dem theo xe ngay mai ma dn. Vinh Thai dat
Cong Can xuong thang lau ma di. Thu Ha nam
dau dau, khong tinh dn udng chi hét, ma trong
dém 4y cb ngl ciing chang dugc.

Sang btia sau, Thu Ha than trong minh
khong dugc gidi, nén khuyén chong tré ve.
Vinh Thdi tuéng vg dau thiét, nén nghe 16i vg
ma vé. Cong Can khong dugc thay D€ Thién,
D& Thich, tro tiéc qua nén can ran hoai.

Vg chong thay Hoi dong Chanh thay con
veé sém thi lay lam la, chting nghe néi Thu Ha
trong minh khong dugc gioi thi cé bung lo,
té ra vé nha roi thi Thu Ha ra v6 an nga nhu

thuong, chang thdy binh chi hét.

Cach it btia thay Hoi dong biéu di choi niia.
Thu Ha ndi rang:
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— Con ngoi xe hoi di dudng sao hay chdng
mat qua con khong dam di nia.

Thay Hoi dong tudng thiét nén khong ép,
ma Vinh Thdi ¢ hg, nén chang cling khong
khuyén mai.
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CHUONG 5
CON TOAN KHAI HOA

\'\‘ Ot budi chiéu, dn com roi ma mat
/\ troi chua 1dn. Vg chong thay Hoéi
dong Chanh luc duc & phia sau, con Vinh Thai
vGi Cong Can thi dat nhau di choi theo ba 1.
Thu Ha xach mot cai gh€ may dem dé dua may
bui bong lai réi ngdi ngam cd cay canh vt
trong vudn choi. Bong hué¢ véi bong lai cling
con dua nd, mui thom bat ngat, cay cam véi
cay ly cling con danh tuoi, dom la xanh don.
Bong hoa cay co ciing son (cat tia vun vé nhu
son téc) dep dé€ nhu ldng trudc, nhung ma Thu
Ha nhin xem thi trong long khong vui vé nhu
khi thi dau mdi v€. Co6 ngoi tai day ma tri co
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tudng viéc & dau, c6 suy nghi mdt hoi roi cod
cl cui mdt xudng dat hoai, dén ndi gi6 quat
nhdanh lai chum bong dung tay c6 ma co6 cling

khong them day lai.

Co ngoi chua dugc bao lau thi thady Vinh
Thai v6i Cong Can di choi vé, hai chang budc
vO clia ngd, ndi chuyén om som. Vinh Thai di
lai chd c6 ngoi, roi hoi rang:

— Minh ngo6i suy nghi viéc gi do?

Thu Ha chim chim cu6i ma déap rang:

— Suy nghi viéc doi choi, chii ¢6 chi dau.

Vinh Thai thdy Cong Cén di thang v6 nha,
chang ciing di theo, song vo0 t6i nha rdi chang
lai xach mot cai ghé trd ra, dé€ gan mot bén vg
va ngoi vin vai v¢g ma hoi rang:

— Minh suy nghi viéc doi la viéc gi dau,
minh noéi cho t6i nghe thti coi.

Thu Ha tay kéo vat 40, mat ng6 xudng dat,
c6 du du mot chat réi méi dap ring:
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— Toi tinh coi bay gid lam viéc chi cho c6
ich, cht § khong ma choi hoai hay sao.

— Lam viéc gi bay gio?

— Lam viéc gi cling dugc, mién c6 lam mdi
vui ché 6 khong ma choi hoai thi vo ich cho
doi, coi buon qua.

— Phai. Minh nghi nhu vay thi nham lam.
Phdi lo lam an ché & khong ma xai ctia cha me
hoai hay sao.

Thu Ha nghe may 16i, bi€t chong khong
thau hiéu y ctia cd, nén c6 chau may ngé chong
ma déap rang:

— Minh tudng tri t6i dé tién dén ndi sg
minh & khong, dn xai hao ton ctia cha me t6i
hay sao, nén minh néi vay? Néu minh tudng
nhu vdy thi minh ldm nhiéu lam. Vg chong
minh déu c6 hoc thuc. Té6i néi minh phai lo
lam la Iam nhiing viéc gi cd ich cho nha nudc,
cO ich cho x@ hdi kia ché. Sanh vé6i dan cac
nudc, thi ngudi Viét Nam minh thua sut ngudi
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ta hét thay moi bé, nén phuong dién tri thic
cling thua, vé phuong dién tai nghé cling thua,
ma nén phuong dién kinh t€ cling thua. Vay
bon tan hoc phai lo lam sao ma diu dat ngudoi
minh 1én dudng tan hoéa ddng di cho kip ngudi
ta. Ché néu mang cdi danh tan hoc ma ct lo
sung suéng tam than, khong thém lo khai hoa
dan tOc, thi doi v6i minh ¢ tdi nhiéu lam.

Vinh Thai cudi ngdt r6i ngé vg ma ndi
giong pha lling rang:

— Cha cha, dan ba con gai Viét Nam bay
gio cling biét lo vi¢c doi, cling biét no6i khai hda
dé nita ha!

— Dan ba con gai Viét lo viéc doi, lo khai

héa, lam nhu véy la bay lam hay sao ma minh
CUoi?

— Viéc do la viéc dan 6ng con trai ngudi ta
lo, dan ba con gai biét gi ma noi.

— Phai, m6 mang tri thic cho déan tdc, binh
vuc 1gi quyén cho nudc nha, ay la phan su cua
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dan ong con trai. Viéc ay toi cling biét nhu
vay, t0i co cdi bao gid dau. Ché chi dan 6ng
con trai, hé ¢ tri thiic it nhiéu moi ngudi déu
biét lo lam cho tron phéan sy thi dan ba con
gai cling nén chui trong bép ma niu com, cling
nén thut trong buéng ma cho con bu, c6 1y nao
dam chudng mdt ra ngoai ma noi chuyén khai
hoa.

Ngdt vi dan 6ng con trai cia minh bay gio
coi t¢ qua. Co 1é minh ciing ngd thay ché, phan
nhiéuho chicaudanh ham1gi ché c6 may ngudsi
lo cong ich dau. Néu dan ba con gai khong can
du vao ddng gitp v6i may ngudi dan 6ng biét
lo do, thi dong bao ta biét doi nao méi mé mat.

Vinh Thai nghe vg néi nhu vay thi ngodi
lang thinh ma suy nghi. Chang tho tay ngat
mot cai bong lai ma hi rdi méi noi rang:

— Minh ndi phai lam. Pan 6ng con trai cta
nudc minh 1a d6 bo ca. Chang ké chi miy ngudi
hoc tham lam & bén nay, tham chi ho di du hoc
bén Phap vé, phan nhiéu cting khong ra coc rac
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gi hét. Toi thay doi nhu vay thiét téi ngan qua,
nén hét mudn tinh viéc gi nia.

— Sao ma ngan? Dai té thi minh phailo stia
lai, ché ngan ndi gi?

— Thién ha ho d4u tranh giau sang, néu
minh chdm lo lam c6ng ich thi minh dai hon
ho qua.

— Minh n6i nhu vay sao phai. Ai c6 thdi dé
tién, ham giau sang mac ai. Minh phai gid cai
tanh cao thugng, cti lo giap ich cho dong bao.
Bon dé tién ay dau c6 dugc giau sang cho may
di niia, thay minh ching cting ho then, ché dau
dam ché minh dai.

— Oi! Doi nay ho k& gi 1a phai quéy, hé giau
sang la cao, con ngheo hen thi thap. Dan con
ngu qud, ho c6 hiéu ai la nguoi gidp ich cho ho,
ai la ngudi ham hai ho dau. Minh lam phai vé6i
ho cho may di nita, ho cling khong biét cong
on, ma sg e ho con khinh bi minh ntia ché.

— Phong tuc t6i t¢, thi minh an & cho cao
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thugng, ding lam guong tot cho ngudi ta bat
chudc ma lam theo. Dan tri con u dm, thi minh
phai khai héa dang cho ngudi ta biét dudng
ngay ma theo, néo dai ma chta.

— Stia phong tuc, khai dén tri, 1a hai diéu
khé 1am, mot minh lo sao noi.

— Hé minh dé xudng lén thi at c6 nguoi
khdc giup v6i minh ché.

— Theo y minh bay gi¢ phai lam thé nao
dau, minh ndi cho t6i nghe thi coi.

— Minh hoc gidi, ma minh la dan 6ng niia,
viéc 4y minh thong thao nhiéu, tdi tri thic bao
nhiéu ma ddm noi.

— Ay, gia do nhu t6i 13 thing chéng ngu,
khong biét viéc chi hét. Bay gio minh day cho
toi biét cach giup ich cho doi vay ma.

May 16i ndi ay, y thi khiém, ma giong thi
ngao, bai vay Thu Ha nghe r6i c6 mac ¢g, cui
dau ldng thinh.



86 § Ho Biéu Chanh
Vinh Thai cudi va ndi rang:

— Nay gi¢ t6i mudn cai véi minh choi, ché
phai tdi la thing v6 dung nhu bon tin hoc bay
gio do dau. Toi lo giup ich cho dai tu hoi toi
con nho kia. Vi t6i mudn gitp ich cho doi nén
t6i méi di du hoc. O bén Phap mdy nam t6i lo
tinh hét stic, t6i quyét chi hé hoc thanh tai tré
veé qué huong, thi tdi sé hy sinh cdi than cta to6i
cho xa hdi ma lo khai héa dong bao.

Ma vé t6i xt s& ndy thang nay, to6i dom thay
cdng cudc trong nudc, toi tham do thai do cta
ngudi minh, thi tdi bat ngao ngan trong long
khong biét chiing nao. Toi vang mdt miy nam
tudng la trinh do hoc thic ctia ngudi minh &
nha da dugc nhac lén cao chut it, té ra trinh do
cling van nhu cfi, ma tdm dtc coi ra lai con sut
thap hon xua.

Cai 6c dan toc minh hu réi, kho ma stia cho
nén lai dugc. May thang nay t6i tinh gan nat
tri khon, ma cling chua tim dugc cdi phuong
cham nao c6 thé gitp cho ngudi minh tan hda
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dugc. Nén chaoi thi choi toi buon lam. Téi tiic
qua. Chu chi toi giau, cé moét hai triéu dong
bac, t6i sé lam cho ho coi.

Thu Ha nghe chong noéi vay, tuéng chong
thiét cdé long nhiét thanh, nhung gidn thé tinh
am muoi nén than odn, bdi vay c6 ngd chong
rdi hoi rang:

— Lam sao ma c6 dén mot hai triéu cho
dugc?

— Vay ché muon lam viéc cong ich ma
khong cé tién, thi lam sao dugc?

— VA cugc khai hoa khong phai stic mot
ngudi ma lo cho ndi, ma ciing khong phai
lam mot ngay ma roi hét dugc. Nhiing ngudi
cd long lo viéc cong ich, ai tuy theo stic nay
ma lam. Mot ngudi lo mot viéc, mot ngay lam
mot chuat, nhd stic dong ngudi, nhé cong nhiéu
nguoi, méi mong thanh tyu dugc.

Ay vay, cudc khai héa minh phai thong tha
ma lam, song lam thi phai lam cho cé tuan cé
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tu, hot téc lam cting khong nén. Bay gio minh
phai liéu stic minh va coi ch6 nao cén ich gip
hon hét thi lam trudc, ché thay cudc doi roi
chdn ngan khong chiu lam, thi ai goi minh la
nguoi co chi, con lam hot déc qua thi khong
thanh tyu dugc, minh da thét cong lai vo ich
nia.

— Bay gid minh muoén cho t6i lam viéc gi?

— Ky xua tdilén toi nghe minh to cdi chuong
trinh khai héa véi ba, thiét téi phuc qua. Néu
minh do theo cdi chuong trinh d6 thi hay biét
chting nao.

— Hu, ndi nghe ma choi thi dé, cht xudéng
ra ma lam, thi cé dé gi sao? Ky xua, t6i ndi cai
chuong trinh khai hoa chia ralam ba doan phai
hon? Bay gio phai lam doan nao? Phai lo khai
héa tri thuc, hay phai lo chdn hung kinh té, hay
la phai lo tai boi dao duic?

— Theo y t6i bay git can phai lo quang khai

dan tri.
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— Quang khai dan tri phai lam sao?

— Cai do6 ty y minh liéu, minh muon lap
hoc dudng hay mé nhut bao, hay lalap an quan
gi cling dugc.

Vinh Thdi lic dau, nhim mat tré moi ma
ndi rang:

— Muén lam viéc d6, mdi viéc phai cé von
moét tram ngan lam mdéi dugc. Minh cé tién

hay khong?

Thu Ha day mat ng6é ngay chong ma dap
rang:

— Hé minh lam viéc phai thi ba giap tién,
ché toi lam giong gi ma c6. Ma c6 lam viéc gi
thi chiing ndm mudi ngan vay dugc, ché ca
tram ngan ba gitp sao cho noi.

— Néu c6 lam thi phai lam cho han hoi, ché
lam 16i thoi ai théem. Nam mudi ngan dong bac
ma lam cdi gi, lap trudng day con nit trong x6m
hoc A B phai hon? Hay 1a l1ap nha in dé in gidy
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tién? Thoi dung c6 ndi chuyén khai héa, diing
co tinh viéc cdng ich niia, nghe ghét lam. Phai
lo Iam cho cé tién da roi sé hay.

Vinh Thdi néi chua dut 16i thi chang diing
day, rdi chap tay sau dit, huén dai di vong trong
vudn bong. Trdi da chang vang t6i, ma lai may
giang mu mit trén nhanh la cdy lgt sac, trong
vuon hoa qua phai mau. Thu Ha ng6i ngé theo
chong ma thé dai, roi c6 dung day xach hai cai
ghé di vo nha, mat budn xo, mat da luy.

Thu Ha gan chong c6 may bia thi thay
tdnh y chong trdi han vdi tanh y cta c6. Hom
nay ngoi dam luan viéc cong ich véi nhau, lai
thém thay khi phach ctia chong khong gidong
khi phéch ctia cau Tu tai dén nha c6 hoi thang
trudc. Tuy cd budn nhung ma c6 Cong Cén &
nha, t6i ngay c6 theo ndi chuyén choi véi em,
nén sy budn cua cd con cé khudy lang dugc
chut dinh.

Cach it bita sau, t6i khai truong Cong Cén
di hoc roi, Thu Ha khong con nguoi than thiét
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ma hua hi nia, td nhién phai néi chuyén véi
chong. Co gan gui chong chiing nao, c6 budn
duyén tti phén chiing ndy. Vg thi nam chatlong
thanh thiét, chong thi chuot ngét ti€ng phinh
phd, vo thi an mét doi*® noi mot 16i, chong thi
noi mot dudng tinh mot nga. Vg chong dudng
ay, lam sao ma goi la loan phung hoa minh.

Co6 Thu Ha lay lam buc bdi trong long,
nhung ma c6 khong biét to véi ai dugce. Da biét
trong nha c6 cha me, ma néu minh than thé
vGi cha me, thilam cha me budn cuc nhu minh
nifa ché khong ich gi. Ma minh than thé lam
chi? Minh than thd roi stia tdnh y chong minh
lai dugc hay sao ma than thé? Oi thoi! ma hong
nhan bac mang, cdn s0 v6 duyén thi chiu, than
thé lam chi.

Thu Ha tai phan chua nguoi, thi ké rau noi
me nifa. Vlia qua mua dong binh ho ctia c6 Hoi
dong Chanh phuc phat, c6 thé huyét ludn ba
bdn biia roi c6 nam liét khong day ndi. Thay
Hoi dong rudc da thi thay chay da thi thudc,

28 mot chén
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ma binh ciing khong thiy giam. Thu Ha tuy
mac lo san s6c me, song khong quén budn nodi
chong, noi sdu cua co lai cang roi 1én, bdi vay
c6 an ngt khong dugc, than thé gdy mon, nhan
sac mudi phan giam hét ba bon.

CoO Hoi dong nho thay hay thuoc tot, nén
niu sy song cua co lai dugc it ngay. Nhung ma
c6 mang chiing binh hiém ngheéo, dau thudc
tién cling kho ma ctu dugc, bdi vay qua thang
mudi mot c6 khong thé chiu n6i nén phai nham
mat tl biét chong con ma vé am canh. Thu Ha
v6i Cong Can khdc than khong rdo nudc mat,
con thay Hoi dong Chanh dau long roi tri nén
lo Iting nhu ké khong hon. Trong ddm tang nho
c6 Huong chu Lung véi Vinh Thdi coi soc sap
ddt, chd cha con thay Hoi dong Chanh khong
biét téi su viéc chi hét.

Cudc song chung yén roi, Cong Cin trd
lén trudng ma hoc lai. Thay Hoi dong budn
rau hét muon lo viéc trong nha nén giao cho
ré coi thau gdép lua rudng. Bén ngay lam tuan
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ba nhut* cho vg, cé ba con tyu du mdt, thay
Hoi dong nhon dip ay ben giao hét su san cho
con ré cai quan ding thdy di choi. Ong Huong
cht Lung thay chau tinh nhu vy thi nhiu chon
may ma noi rang:

— Vg chong con Thu Ha la con nit, chau
giao hét cho ching nd coi nhu vay sao dugc.
Chdu buon thi di choi ndm mudi bita roi ve,
ché bo phu viéc nha nhu vay khong nén.

Thay Hoi dong dép rang:

— Chéu budn qua nén tinh di du lich ngoai
Trung Ky, Bac Ky choi it thang, r6i sau chau qua
Huong Céng, Thugng Hai nita. Khong hai gi,
vg chong né da 16n roi, thi coi nha coi ruong
c6 kho gi dau ma sg.

Ong Huong cht Lung ling thinh, khong
can niia, song coi by 6ng khong vui. Cung tuan
cho vg xong rdi, thay Hoi dong Chanh lay ndm
ngan dong bac bo vao lung roi tl gid con géi va

29 1€ bach nhét - 100 ngay
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con ré ma di du lich.

Thay Hoi dong mdéi di héi s6m mai, ké
chiéu lai Vinh Thai kéu vg biéu dua chia khda
ta sat cho chang giti Thu Ha 14y lam bat binh,
nhung vi c6 sg trdi y chong, nén riu riu moc tui
lay xau chia khoa ma dua.

Vinh Thai ngd vg cudi ma ndi rang:

— Bay gid ba giao cho t6i cai quan sy nghiép,
vay d€ toi lam cong chuyén choi.

— Lam cong chuyén gi?
— T6i thi hanh chuong trinh khai hoa.

— Mac coi nha day, di dau dugc ma khai
hoéa.
— Ua, & nha lai lam khéng dugc hay sao?

Dé t6i chan hung kinh té cho minh coi.

Thu Ha ngdé quay mat chong roi xay lung di
xuong nha sau, khong noéi nta.
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CHUONG 6
VUA LO TANH TINH

\\/inh Thai ndi thi lam lién, chd khong
chiu dé lau nhu ngudi khac. Sang
biia sau, viia mdi thiic day thi chang sai thang

Tung 1a dda & trong nha, xudng kéu Huong
hao Diéu 1én cho chang hoi tham cong viéc.

Huong hao Diéu cé ba con xa xa véi thay
Hoi dong Chanh nén kéu thay bang chu. Khi
anh ta méi dugc mudi lam tudi thi cha me déu
khuat hét. Thay Hoi dong thdy b6 mém mong
that tha, nén dem vé ma nudi dang bong am
san s6c Cong Can. Anh ta cang khon 16n, tanh
anh cang trung hau.

Vg chong thay Hoi dong dem long thuong
nén chiing anh ta dugc hai muoi tudi, méi
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diing cudi Thi Sen la con gai cua ba Huong
gido Phién cho anh ta, roi cat cho mdt cai nha
14 ba cdn, ctia van, cdt vudng, & phia duéi dau
x0m ma cho ra & riéng, lai gitip cho mdt tram
dong bac va nam chuc cdng dat ma lam an. Tuy
Thi Sen hung hinh ua luc duc & trong nha ma
trang diém, it chiu buon chai véi chong 6 ngoai
dong, nhung ma nhd Diéu siéng ndng, manh
mé, xdc vdc, nén ndm nao an xai roéi trong nha
cling con du dugc doi ba thién™ lua.

Thay Hoi dong thay Diéu biét lo 1am an, lai
cang thém thuong, nén cdch it ndm sau thay
dd dau cho lam Huong hao, roi ti khi co6 Hoi
dong co6 binh thi thay lai cay hoac phu lo gop
laa, hodc lo coi thau tién dat dum cho thay niia.
Huong hao Diéu la ngudi bi€t on nghia, giap
viéc cho thay Hoi dong thi anh ta tdn tam ciing
nhu lam viéc ctia anh ta, ma thay Hoi dong
cling la ngudi co6 con nguoi, nén phu thac viéc
gi cho Huong hao Diéu thi thay khong nghi
ngd chut nao hét. Tinh ba con cua hai ngudi

30 100 gia
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that 12 xa, ma cach d6i dai v6i nhau coi ching
khac nao chu chau ruot.

Nam nay Huong hao Diéu dugc ba chuc
tudi, cudi vg da tdm nam ro6i ma sanh cé mot
dda con trai nam tuoi dét tén la thang Déng.
Anh ta cao 16n vam v&, b thi banh dan, ma
tanh thi 6n hoa, lai cd tat thuong vo cung con,
cu bat vg & nha nudi con, khong cho di lam
viéc chi hét. Anh ta di tham rudng méi vé,
quan con uét mem, duong 6m con ma nung,
ké thang Tung xuéng kéu. Anh ta thay dé6 mac
mot cai quan lanh, modt cdi 4o ba ba lya den,
dau bit khan xéo trang roi 14t dat di véi thang
Tung.

Vinh Thdi duong ngoi tai ban viét, chling
thay Huong hao Diéu budc vo nha, ben kéu lai
roi biéu ngodi cai ghé gan do6 va ndi rang:

— Ba t6i di choi, giao hét rudng dat cho
toi coi ma cho mudn. Toi do trong s6 thi biét
nguoi nao mudn bao nhiéu, s6 lta rudng la
bao nhiéu, song t6i khong hiéu ai lam s& nao.
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To6i muon di t6i may s& ruong hét thay, dang
coi sd nao tot, s¢ nao xau. Toi ciing muodn di
coi hét may s& tho trach cho biét niia. Toi nghe
noi anh biét ranh rap rudng dat cta ba t6i hét
thay, xin anh lam on dat t6i di coi choi dugc
hay khong?

Huong hao Diéu cudsi va dap rang:

— Dugng muon di coi thi toi dat dugng
di. Cha cha, ma di cuc lam, dugng di ndi hay
khong?

— Cuc cai gi?
— Phai di xu6ng nho méi dugc.
— Di xudng thi di, hai gi.

— Nhu dugng chiu cuc dugc thi di. Dugng
muon biia nao di?

~ Khéi su di biia nay. An com rdi di. Bita
nay anh ranh hay khong?

— Lac nay lua théc lam roi hét, toi & khong
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c6 lam viéc gi ddu ma khong ranh.

— O dugc. Thoi anh di kiém mot chiéc
xuong cho san di, dang én com rdi minh di.

— C6 xudng dudi nha to6i, chiing nao di thi
lay xuong ma di.

— Ai boi?
— T6i boi cling dugc.

— Théi, anh & do6 choi, dgi com chin r6i an
com vdi toi, dé toi stia soan ciy sung ding dem
theo, nhu gdp chim co6 minh ban chim.

— Duogng ban gioi hon?
— Khd kha chti khong gioi gi lam.

— Cha cha, cay sung d6 cha Hoi dong cung
lam, khong bao gic chu chiu cho ai ban, dugng
dong t6i day toi s¢ chu vé chu hay chu ray.

— Hai gi na.

An com r6i, Vinh Thdi bAn mot by do Tay
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bdng b6 xam rdi mang sung di véi Huong hao
biéu. Chang khong them ndi cho vg biét minh
muodn di dau, ma Thu Ha thay chong di, co
cling khong them hdi.

Xudng t6i nha Huong hao Diéu, Thi Sen
lat dat ra chao Vinh Thai, con thang Ddng né
thay Vinh Thai n6 s¢ nén né nam vat 4o ma no
va ding nép mot bén.

Huong hao Diéu mac lang xang lo tat nudc
chiéc xudng va 6m chiéu xuong ma trai. Vinh
Thai ding trong nha ma chd, chang ngé quanh
quit mét hoi rdi bude lai vo mat thang Pang va
nhin Thi Sen ma noéi rang:

— Chi nay chi dé thang con ngd qua.

Thi Sen mac ¢& nén cdi mat xuéng chum
chim cudi. Huong hao Dbiéu don xudng roi
md&i mai Vinh Thai xudng di. Thi Sen dat con
xudng bén ngo theo. Vinh Thai dua tay ngoac
thang Dang, ma Thi Sen mac ¢& nén day mat
cho khac.
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Vinh Thai di coi rudng dat ludn hai ngay,
btia nao cling dén nta chiéu mdi vé. Blia sau
chang vé t6i nha tam rua thay do vua roi, thi
nghe xe hoi ngting ngoai ctia ngd. Chang budc
ra ma dom, c6 Thu Ha & phia sau cling budc ra
ma ngo.

C6 hai ngudi mac do Tay budc vo san, moi
ngudi déu c6 mang modt cip mat kiéng doi
moi, tay c6 O6m mot cai cdp dung gidy t& day
nhéc. Vinh Thai thay khach la nén tré vo ghé
ma ngoi. Hai ngudi khach budc lén thém roi go
ctia. Vinh Thdi diing vay budc ra. Mot nguoi
khach cti dau chao va ndi rang:

— Toi la Lé Hung Nhon chu but Quéc Dan
bdo.

Ngudi khach thi nhi lién tiép ma néi rang:

— Con t6i la Tran Cong Nghia chti nha may
xay lda hiéu Nam Phét 6 Chg Lén. Hai anh em
toi ghé tham thay Hoi dong.

Vinh Thai ndm tay chao khach va néi rang:
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— Toi dugc tiép hai 6ng that toi ldy lam may;,
ma hai 6ng dén tham ba t6i thi hai 6ng lay lam
rui qua, vi ba t6i di du lich khong c6 & nha.

Lé Hung Nhon cuoi va dap rang:

— Khong hai gi, thay Hoi dong di khéi ma
gap dugc cau thi cing khong phai 1a rui.

Lé Hung Nhon khong dgi mdai, lién ngdi xé
trén ghé, 6m cdi cdp trong long ma ndi rang:

— Toi méi hiép v6i may 6ng ban dong chi
ma lap t& Quoc Dan bdo. Vi ton chi t& bao
chung t6i 1a khai thong tri thic bao tha lgi
quyén két gidi dong tam chan chinh phong hoa
cho quoc dan. B&i vay bao xudt ban méi c6 may
s6 ma dugc cong chung hoan nghinh tii Nam
chi Bac. Ma cau ciing biét t6 bao dugc dong
ngudi doc chiing nao thi thé luc chiing t6i cang
thém manh, muc dich ctia ching t6i cang mau
dat chting nay, nén chi chung t6i rang c6 dong
thém hoai, ching t6i quyét lam thé nao cho to
bdo chung t6i vO cho dén tan trong lang trong
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x0m, cac hang ngudi trong ba ky, déu dugc xét
nhting 16i nghi ludn ctia ching t6i; cé nhu vay
thi cudc khai hoa qué tuong, la chu huéng cta
chung t6i, méi mau két qua dugc.

B&i y do, nén tdi dén cay thay Hoi dong va
cdy cau mua dum mdt nam t& Qudc Dan béo;
lai cdy lam on ¢6 dong cho anh em & may lang
xung quanh day mua gitim ntia. Cau giup cho
ching tdi, chang nhiing 13 ching t6i mang on
ma cdu lai con cé cong véi Viét Nam xa hoi
nta. Vinh Thai ngdi chim bim ma nghe, chiing
Lé Hung Nhon noi dit roi, chang dap rang:

— Ong ndi nghe hay 1dm, ma theo s& kién
cta toi, thi nhut trinh quoc ngti in udng gidy
muc, doc mat ngay gid chi khong cé ich chi
hét.

— Cdu noi nhu vay tdi xin do 16i cau. Nhut
bdo ciing c6 nhiéu thu, ché nao phai hét thay
la gidy dé goi do dau.

— Toi chua thay t& bdo nao hiu ich, hét
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thay lap ra déu dé mang lon véGi nhau, hodc dé
xo0i boi ndi xau chuyén riéng cta thién ha ché

ich gi?

— Cau chi gdp nhu vay thi tc qua. Dau cau
mua thtt Quoc Dan bdo mdt nam roéi cau doc
coi hitu ich hay la vo ich.

— Tt hoi nao cho dén bay gio téi nhut dinh
khong théem doc nhut trinh qudc ngti. Poc da
that cong, ma con phat gidn niia, dé thi gio lo
lam viéc khac c6 ich hon nhiéu.

— Cau lo lam viéc gi ma goi la c6 ich hon?
Trong thaoi ky nay ngudi Viét Nam ai c6 chut
tam huyét, ai c6 chuat hoc thtic, cing déu cham
nom khai hoa nuéc nha. Cau thudc trong buc
thanh nién tan hoc ma sao cau khong dé y vao
viéc cong ich chut nao hét vay?

~ Ong dting c6 noéi nhiing tiéng khai héa
va cong ich. Toi di du hoc bén Phap t6i vé, ma
toi chua dam noi khai hoa, t6i quyé€t chi hy sinh
tanh mang t6i cho xa h¢i, ma t6i chua ddm noi
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cong ich. Toi tudng phai lo lam la tot hon chon
161 ma ndi. No6i khong dudgce thi néi lam chi.

— Té ra cdu di hoc bén Phap méi vé sao?
— Phai.

— Tudng la cau hoc 16i thoi, nén cdu khong
biét lo khai héa nudc nha, ché ciau da co xuat
duong du hoc, thi cdi trach nhiém cta cau doi
v6i xa hoi con ndng hon ctia anh em ching toi
nhiéu ldim. C4u chang nén cong kich bao quéc
am, cau phai giap véi ching t6i, cau phai dau
cat dau lung véi chung t6i ma diu dat dong bao
1én con dudng tan hoa.

— Xin Ong diing c6 tudng nha soan bdo
dugc doc quyén khai hda, phai lam chu but
mdi lo khai héa dong bao dugc, con lam nghé
khac thi khong dugc phép. Khai héa 1a cdi ng-
hia vu chung ctia bon ¢6 hoc thtic, ché khong
phai la cai trach nhiém riéng cia may nha soan
bao dau. Bon c¢6 hoc thiic mdi ngudi déu tuy
chtc nghiép ctia minh ma lo.
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Ong lam cht but thi dng lo khai thong dan
tri, dng nay lam cht nha mady thi lo ruéng mé
dudng kinh té, toi lam rudng thi lo cai luong
nghé nong, ngudi khac lam quan thi lo day do
déan cho ching né hét ngu, ngudi khac ntia lam
thay gido thi lo rén duc tanh tinh tré em dang
ngay sau chung no tré nén nguoi diing dan. Ai
c6 phan su nay. Sao 6ng lai buoc modi ngudi déu
phai gitip cho 6ng. Ong tudng hai muoi triéu
dong bao ta ci mua nhyt trinh ma doc, diing
them lam chi hét, sé trd nén van minh dugc
hay sao?

— Cau ludn nghe ky qua! Toi cé ndi mot
minh chung t6i méi dugc lo khai héa dau ma
cau cai. Tuy vay ma t6 bdo la co quan cua cudc
khai hoa, t& bdo 1a cay thudc dé€ do long dan
néng ngudi dugc bao nhiéu, t6 bao la cay dudc
dé soi duong cho quoc dan tin bo. Trong hoan
cdu ai ma chang trong bdo gidi, ai ma chang
cong nhan sy ich 1gi ctia bdo gidi.

Phai, cdu ndi phai lam. Bon cé hoc thiic
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phdi tuy chuc nghiép cua minh ma lo lam
nhting viéc cong ich. Nhung dau lam viéc gi
cling phai nu6i t& bdo ctia minh, ddng cho to
bdo c6 thé luc ma bénh quyén lgi cia minh, ma
khai dudng dan 16i cho ngu6i minh chii khong
chiu phu giup d€ cho t6 bao chét thi ciing nhu
minh dap tat cdy dudc roi con thay duong déu
ma di t6i.

— Hu! Bao quoc &m ma kéu la cay dudc van
minh sao dugc. T6i cdi ntia s¢g e mich long ong.
Toi xin té v6i 6ng moét 161 nay: 6ng noi té bao
ctua ong la dai hitu ich cho quéc dan. Vay ong
dé thong tha cho quoc dan xét, nhu thiét ¢ ich
thi ngudi ta mua, chang can phai khuyén moi
ép udng.

— Phai mua ma doc thu r6i mdéi biét hiu
ich hay vo ich, chtt khong mua ma doc thi lam
sao biét dugc?

— Poc ma lam gi! Chti chi doc bao roi khon
ngoan khoi hoc, doc bdo roi giau c6 khoi lam,
doc bdo rdi ring ram hoa ra luong dién, doc



108 § H6 Biéu Chanh

bdo roi tiém cua khach trd® hoa ra tiém cta
ngudi Viét dugc hét thi to6i mua lién, chdng can
gi dgi 6ng dén nha ma moi.

Lé Hung Nhon run vai roi day mdt ngé ra
san, coi bd bat binh lam. Vinh Thai cudi ma
ndi rang:

— Xin 161 6ng, ndy gid t6i mudn cai véi 6ng
cho ra chon ly ma thdi, chu t6i khong phai
phién trach viéc chi, nén kiém 16i kich bac 6ng.
Toi noi thiét véi 6ng, t6i day la ngudi c6 nhiét
tam vé su khai hoa lam. Nhung ma t6i & bén
Phép tré vé may thang nay t6i chu tam vé cudc
chan hung kinh t€ cho dong bao, tri tdi cham
lo sy &y ma thoi, khong thém tinh t6i viéc gi
khac.

Ong lap nhuyt bdo, ¥ tdi quyét khai thong
dan tri, t6i lo ruong vudn, y t6i quyét chan
hung ly tai. Tuy ching ta moi ngudi di mot
dudng, mdi ngudi lo mot viéc, nhung ma muc
dich ctia chung ta cting nhu nhau. Chung ta

31 nguoi Tau 6 Viét Nam, con dugc goi la “cac chu”
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chi lo khai hoa dong bao, ch6é khong phai tranh
danh truc lgi chi d6. Vay t6i chuc cho 6ng véi
toi déu dugc thanh cong, ngo khoi ho then véi
nudéc non, ngd dugc ven toan phan su.

Lé Hung Nhon viia muon tra 16i thi ké
Tran Cong Nghia dua tay ma can va ndi rang:

— Ong cht but khong nén ép cAu mua nhuyt
bdo. Cau la mot nha tan hoc da van quang
kién, doc nhut bao quc am c¢é bé ich cho cau
ch6 nao dau. Huong chi ciu da ndi tri cdu mac
cham lo hung chén kinh té thi cau c6 thong tha
dau ma cay cau giup khai thong dan tri.

Tran Cong Nghia ngting lai ma tang hang,
réi ng6é Vinh Thai ma néi rang:

— Cau ndi cau lo chan hung kinh té thi cau
dong chi véi toi. Vay dé toi ban viéc ndy véi
cau.

— Viéc chi d6?

Tran Cong Nghia mé& cdp lay mot mé gidy
in ma ndi rang:
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— Viéc toi s€ noi day la moét viéc dai cong
ich, néu ma thanh dugc, thi sé cé anh hudng
dén cudc kinh té€ ctua ngudi minh nhiéu lam.
Ciu la ngudi cham lo kinh té, hé tdi ndi ra thi
chac 1a ciu chiu lam.

— Toi c6 biét viéc chi dau ma chiu.

— Ay, d€ thung thing rdi t6i noi cho cau
nghe ma, cau gap qua. Toi chen vao noi thuong
trudng ma canh tranh quyén lgi véi khach ngoai
bang miy nam nay, t6i dom thay c6 nhiéu chd
nguoi minh bi de bi ép, thiét tdi tic lam. Céu
du biét, lua gao 1a thd san nhiéu nhit cta xd
Nam Viét ta. Lua gao ay ctia ngudi minh lam
ra, ma chting ban thi hé ho dinh gia nao thi
ban gid nay, ché minh khong c6 quyén dinh
gid.

Ho mua lta ctia minh thi ré, ho xay ra gao
r6i ho ban cho ngoai quéc va cho minh thi mac,
té ra minh lam d6 mo hoi x6t con mat, ma cai
loi thi ho chiém phéan nhiéu. Toi c6 nha may
xay lda may nam nay, tdi méi thay cho tic do
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dugc bdi vay toi tinh ra ngudi minh hiép nhau
ma lap mot cong ty cho 16n, von chling ndm
chuc muon, dang lap nha may 16n rdi mua lua
xay ra gao ma ban thdng cho ngoai qudc.

Toi dinh von ndm chuc muon la dinh dang
lam tht, néu trong it ndm ma thay kha thi kéu
hin thém ma lam 16n hon nta. Toi tinh ra
dién chu & luc tinh hun v6 hét thay, ding lua
cta minh thi ban cho cong ty ctia minh, khoi
s¢ khach trd mua danh giyt. Moi phan hun
dinh s6 nam tram dong, vdy xin cau huin gium
it chuc phan, dang chung lo van hoi quyén lgi
cua minh, kéo d€ thién ha ho huéng uéng qua.

~ Oi! Viéc hin hiép kho lam. Ngudi minh
16i thoéi, lam bay d6 khoi mat von hét.

— Sao ma 16i thoéi? Viéc budn ban lua gao
toi thao lam, khong thé nao 16 dugc.

— Noi gioéi sao dugc! Khach tru ho thao
bang mudi minh, ma nha may ho trén Cho
Lén con bi khanh tén hoai do, 6ng khong thay
hay sao?
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— Cai d6 1a tai ho muon giut, chd cé phai
16i ma sap nha may dau.

— Néu noi ho giut, con ngudi minh ra lam
lai chac minh khong giut hay sao?

— Déau d6 ¢6 s6 sach han hoi, giut sao dugc.

— S0 sach, s6 sach! Chiing mudn giut s6
sach lai can dugc hay sao? Thud nay toi ghét
hun hiép 1am. Lam viéc gi thi lam mdt minh dé
hon.

— Cau mudén chin hung kinh t€, ma cau
khong chiu két doan thé, cau tinh lam mot
minh, thé thi cdu da stic ma kinh doanh cho
16n dugc dau, con mong gi chan hung kinh té.

— Minh khoéng du stic thi ban dau minh
lam viéc nhd, 1an 1an minh sé lam 16n.

— Phai htin hiép méi dugc. Mudn canh tra-
nh quyén loi thi phai 1dp hoéi, ché khong nén
lam mot minh. Cau phai huin vao cong ty cta
toi dang lam guong cho may dién cht & trong
tinh.
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— Khong dugc. Lam su gi cling phai khao
ctu cho ky luéng, ché nham mat ma lam nhu
vay co dugc dau.

— C4u no6i nhu vy, thoi toi d€ lai day cho
cau mot maé diéu 1€ véi mot mé t6 bo cao ding
cau coi. Cau cd gap Ong dién chu nao, xin cau
lam on chi gitim cho ho coi véi. Cau khéo ctiu
di, trong it ngay roi toi sé trd lai. Toi chac ciu
coi roi cau ung huin lam.

Tran Cong Nghia d€ mdt mé gidy in trén
ban, Vinh Thai ngd lo, coi by khong chu y dén.
Hai ngudi khach 6m cdp diing day cdo tit ma
di. Vinh Thai dua ra ctia. Lac bat tay tt gia, Lé
Hung Nhon cudi ma ndi rang:

— Toi ti€c qud, khong gip dugc thay Hoi
Doéng.

Vinh Thai cling cudi ma dap rang:

— Téi cling tiéc cho hai 6ng rti lam.
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Khach di roi, Thu Ha budc ra mai chong di
dn com. Vlia ngoi lai ban an thi Vinh Thai cudi
ngat, roi noi véi vg rang:

— Tui d6 di ndi doc kiém tién, bi toi ddy xa
lac.

— Sao minh khong mua dum mdot ndm nhut
trinh cho nguoi ta?

— Mua lam gi? Tién dau ma mua do6 tam
bay nhu vay?

— Cudc khai thong dan tri minh lam khong
dudgc, ngudi ta ra ngudi ta gdnh vac, minh phai
gitp stic cho ngudi ta chd.

— Khai khi kho ché khai thong dan tri! Bay
dat dang khai bop phoi thién ha ché khai giong
gl.

— Ngudi nao, minh cting ché de, viéc nao
minh cing bac bé hét, thoi cd lam gidng gi dau
ma cong ich.
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— Minh dting c6 bi sti, d€ t6i chan hung
kinh t€ cho minh coi ma.

— Minh néi minh lo chan hung kinh t€, sao
héi ndy minh khong chiu huin dang lap nha
may xay lua?

— Hun ding cho né én.

— C6 1y nao, viéc hun hiép thi c6 s6 sach,
ho dn gian thi ho & tu chd.

— Trudc khi lo ich 1gi chung, thi minh phai
lo chi lgi riéng cho minh da. Néu minh khong
lo cho minh trudc, thi chét déi roi lam sao lo
cho thién ha dugc.

— HOm trudc minh cai véi t6i, minh néi
néu muodn thi hanh chuong trinh khai héa thi
phéi cd von cho 16n minh méi lam dugc. Biia
nay ngudi ta dén ri minh hun dang cé von cho
16n, sao minh lai khong hun?

— P& minh lo lam cho ¢é tién nhiéu da, roi
sé tinh té&i viéc khai hoa, biét hon?
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Thu Ha viia mudn dép niia, thi ké Huong
hao Diéu budc vo6. Vinh Thai thady mat Huong
hao diéu lién ndi rang:

— Anh phdi nhé nghe hon, anh Huong hao?
Nhé kéu ta dién, ta thg, trua mét tyu lai day
cho dt mat, dling d€ s6t ngudi nao. Con mai
ndy anh biéu thing Mau véi thang Tung cAm
day cho anh do miy miéng dit ths cu hét thay.
Ngudi nao & vuong vic bao nhiéu anh bién
cho ranh, theo nhu 16i t6i dan anh hoi trua doé,
nghe hon? O, nhé kéu ba con méy cdi ma d6
ntia nghe.

Thu Ha nghe chong dan Huong hao Diéu
lang xdang, khong hiéu y chong tinh viéc gi, nén
ngoi ngo tran tran.
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CHUONG 7
THAY RO TAM CHI

\‘/lb’i dn trudc, dén bita doi t4 dién,
ta thé thi Huong hao Diéu biéu vg
ndu com an s6m roi xam xam 1én nha thay Hoi
dong Chanh dang coi ho cé t6i du hay khong.
Anh ta budc vo thay thang Mau duong chui lau
ban ghé, anh ta méi hoi tham coi Vinh Thai di
dau. Thang Mau ndi Vinh Thai duong thay ao
quan & trong buong. Huong hao biéu ben di
thdng xuéng nha sau.

Viia xuong t6i nha cau Huong hao Diéu
gap Thu Ha & dudi nha bép budc 1én. Thu Ha
ding lai ma hoi rang:
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— O, nha tdi biéu anh kéu ta dién, ta thd
tuu lai lam chi vay?

Huong hao Diéu lac dau néi khong biét.
Thu Ha chau may diing ngam nghi mot hoi roi
héi rang:

— Vay ché 6 nha t6i biéu anh dat di dau, ma
di tron hai ngay do?

— Dugng Ta biéu toi dat di dang chi hét
mdy s& rudng, may miéng dat cho dugng coi.

~ 0, nha t6i khoéng c6 ndi véi anh chuyén
gi hay sao?

— Khong. Dugng c6 noéi chi dau. Dugng
biéu t6i doi ta dién, ta tho, biéu tdi do cho ky
may cudc & trong miéng dat thd trach; dugng
biéu toi vy toi hay vay, ché toi cé biét chi dau.

Hai ngudi noéi chuyén téi do, ké Vinh Thai
¢ trén nha trén budc xudng, mac do tay coi
dang hoang, viia thay Huong hao Diéu thi hoi
rang:
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— Anh bién may cudc & cua ta tho dau, anh
dua t6i coi. Huong hao Diéu lat dat rat xap
gidy trong tai ma dua. Vinh Thai lién trd 1én
nha trén, lai ngdi noi ban viét, roi lay giay viét
ra ma viét. Chang ngoi bién chép hoai cho téi
chting com don roi, thang Tung 1én mdi, may
chang cling chua muon di an.

Ldc ngodi an com, trong tri chang mac lo
tinh chuyén gi khong biét, nén lo lo lting lting
khong mudn néi chuyén véi vg.

Ta dién, ta tho rai rac kéo téi nha, nguoi
nao ciing budc vo xa vg chong Vinh Thai roi
ding x6 ré dua x6 cta. Thu Ha thdy ai cling
chao hoi, moi ngoi réi hoi may dia & lay trau
dn. Con Vinh Thdi thi ngo6i nghiém nghi, ai xa
thi gat dau ma thoi, khong thém noi chi hét.
An com r6i Vinh Théi din Huong hao Diéu
coi chting nhu ai ndy co6 t6i du thi cho minh
hay, roi chang bo di 1én ban viét ma ngdi niia.
Gan mudi gio, ta dién ta tho méi dén da. Vinh
Thai 6m gidy t6 s6 sach dem lai d€ ban gitia
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ma ngoi, biéu ta dién diing qua mot bén, ta tho
diing qua mot bén cho phan biét.

Huong hao Diéu budc lai noi rang:

— May ngudi ta tho déu la ta dién hét, ché
cd ai & trong dat ma khong mudén rudng dau.

Vinh Thai cudi. Chang lat s6 ra ma coi roi
kéu Pho ly Thau biéu lai diing ngang trudc mat
ma hai rang:

— Mua ro6i day chu dong lta rudng con thiéu
nam chuc gia phai hon?

— Thua dugng, phai.

— Toi ky cho chu trong ba ngay chu phai
dem ma dong cho tat. Néu cha khong vung 16i
thi t6i 1én toa déng bac vao don ma kién rdi toi
phat mai do dac hét, lai to6i bat ma giam than
chu niia da, noi cho chu biét.

— Thua dugng, hom trudc tdi c6 baAm véi
thay Hoi, toi xin d€ mua t6i toi sé dong. Thay
Hoi bang long réi. Bay gio dugng biéu toi dong,
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toi con c¢6 vai chuc gia d€ an, c6 lua dau ma

dong.

— Khong dugc. Ba toi khong cé noi véi toi
chuyén doé. Toi thay trong s6 ba tdi ghi chd con
thiéu ndm chuc gia thi chu phai dong. Néu chu
ct nganh’?, t6i bo tu chd, ma t6i lay ruong lai
cho nguoi khac mudn, khong dé cho cha lam
nua.

— Thua duogng, tdi nghiép toi qua.

— Toi nghié¢p cai gi? Chi mudn giut nén
chu khong chiu dong cho da ché. Ta dién gan
mot tram ngudi ai cling dong du hét, duy co
moét minh chd nghinh ngang, cht khong chiu
dong, d€ t6i lam cho chu coi toi.

— Thua dugng, dugng hoi hét thay ba con
day coi. Mua r6i rudng cua ai cling trung hét,
c6 moOt minh tbi bi chudt can phd nén toi that
qua, khong c6 du ma dong lda rudng, chii phai
toi ddm cli nganh hay sao. Thud nay téi nho
thay Hoi dong ma no com am 4do, co 1é nao toi

32 ngang nganh, khong nghe 16i
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ddm nhu vay. Toéi lam rudng ctia thay hon mudi
ndm roi, méi c6 ndm nay rui that qua nén toi
v6i thiéu do.

— Hoi lam t6 ta, cht c6 giao hé laa bi chudt
can thi cht dién phai b6t lua rudong hay khong?

— Thua khong.

— A con nhu mua r6i rudng chu tring qud,
cht dién c6 bugc chu dong thém lta rudng hay

khong?
— Thua khong.

— A, pham lam rudng hé trung thi nhd, con
rui that mua thi chiu, ché chai cdi cdi gi. Khong
biét, chu lam sao thi lam, t6i ky cho chu trong
ba btia phai dem nam chuc gia lta ma dong
cho du. Néu dé tré mot ngay toi cling bo tu va
lay ruong lai niia.

— Thua dugng, xin dugng thuong toi. Thiét
toi cé biét lam sao cho c6 ndm chuc gia lua
dong bay gio.
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— Thi chu ban nha ban ctia, ban d6 ban dac,
lam sao chu lam, to6i biét dau.

Phé ly Thau @a nudc mat, ding nin khe

mot hoi roi than rang:

— Ban nha roi nha dau ma 6. Con d6 dac
trong nha cd mon nao xing dang dau ma ban
dugc.

— Nhu khong cé d6 ma ban, thi d¢ vg dg
con lam sao thi lam ché.

— Ché phai ai chiu muén thang nho tdi thi
toi cling dg no.

— Thang nho chu dugc bao 16n?
— Thua, mudi chin tu6i.

— Hoi thti may ngudi nay co ai chiu muén
khong?

Ai nay déu nin khe, khong ai chiu muén.
Vinh Thai tram ngdm mot hoi roi néi véi Pho
ly Thau rang:
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— Thoéi chu dem con chu 1én 6 véi t6i ma
lam cong viéc nha. Chling nao chd c6 nam
chuc gia laa dem dong du roi toi sé cho no vé.

- Da.

— S6m mai chd phai dat né 1én day da, nghe
hén?

- Da.

Vinh Thai ng6i dua ngtia 1én ghé, liéc mat
ngo ta dién rdi chdm rai ndi rang:

— Bia nay t6i kéu may ngudi tyu lai day
la vi tdi cd chuyén muodn ndi v6i may ngudi.
May ngudi cling biét, thud nay ba t6i & v6i may
nguoi tu té lam. Bay gio ba téi budn, ba toi
khong mudn biét téi viéc rudng dat niia, ba to6i
giao hét cho t6i coi. T6i muodn ké chi cua ba tdi,
nén tdi cling lay long nhon dic ma & véi may
ngusi. Mua nay td6i muon khéi su thi moét cai
on cho may ngudi choi.

Toi nghe noi thud nay, nam nao ciing vy,
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mady ngudi hut tién laa chay sap chay ngtia, vay
dau nay hoi dau kia, bi ngudi ta bo bugc dn
16i cat hong. Téi lam cha dién ma dé cho ta
dién toi di vay ctia ngudi khac nhu vay thi t6i
nghiép cho ho ma ciing hu danh gia cua toi
niia. Ay vy t6i mu6n mdy ngudgi 14y bac 14y
laa cua téi ma xdy dung, chu dung di hdi cta
ngudi ngoai ho cudi téi. Toi nhit dinh hé ai
muén mot tram cong dat thi toi giap cho hoac
ndm chuc dong bac hodc ndm chuc gia laa, tuy
y ai muon lay bac thi lay, ai muon lay lua thi
lay. Nhu ai muén hai trdm cong thi toi giup
s6 bang hai, ai muén ba tram cong thi giup s6
bang ba. May nguoi cling nghi cho tdi, khong
1€ t6i gitp von cho may ngudi lam an, ma may
nguoi khong tra tién 16i cho tdi chuat dinh.

(O miét nay cht dién cho ta dién vay, thi
ai cling dn 16i qua 1é hét thay, cho moét gia lua
t6i ngay ho doi hai gia, cho mét dong t6i ngay
ho doi hai dong. Toéi nhon duc, t6i khong danh
cat ¢4 may ngudi qua nhu vdy dau. To6i dinh
cho ndm chuc gia lua, t6i ngay may nguoi dong
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von va l6i tdm chuc gia ma thoi, bac cling vay,
hé nam chuc dong thi téi ngay von va 16i tam
chuc dong. Vay hé dau mua mua thi may ngudi
phai thay to ta hét thay. Laa rudng thi toi dé
y s0 cii, chg tdi khong ting. Nhung hé lam to
ta thi phai lam ludn cai gidy héi bac hodc héi
laa, ai muén dat nhiéu thi héi nhiéu, ai mudén
dat it thi hdi it, tliy theo s6 dat ma lam to td, va
mudn 1y bac hay la 14y lda tuy y minh, cai do6
toi khong ép. May ngudi hi€u hay khong?

May nguoi ta dién da ran. C6 ong cyu
Huong su Nhan rau le the, téc bac hoa ram,
mac quan lanh den, 40 quang dong luc soan
tam cong, dng budc ra ndi rang:

— Dugng 6 véita dién nhu vay thi td té thiét.
Nhung ma ai cé thi€u thon hodc lua an, hodc
bac xai, thi méi lay, con ai khong can dung thi
thoi, ché dugng budc ai cling phai héi bac hodc
hoi laa hét hay sao?

— Hét thay, ai cting phai lay.
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— Nhu t6i khong can dung, téi ldy lam chi
ma phai chiu s0 16i.

— Sao lai khong can dung? Phai ldy mdi
dugc.

— Toi khong can dung, t6i xin khong lay.
Toi lam t6i ba tram cong dat, néu t6i phai lay
mot tram nam chuc dong bac dem vé dé dé roi
tGi ngay toi phai trd tién 16i t6i chin chuc dong
thi oan cho t6i qua.

— Ai khong chiu lay bac hodc lay lua, thi toi
14y dat lai, nguoi ta bang long hét, c6 mot minh
6ng nhiéu chuyén, 6ng ky qua. Ong khong
bang long thi di muén dit ruong khac ma lam.

Ong cyu Huong su Nhan bi rdy, ong xui
lo, khong ddm kéu nai nita. Ai ndy cling lang 1é
khong con dam cai. Vinh Thai kéu thang Tung
biéu rét mot chén nudce tra cho chang udng roi
chang néi tié€p rang:

— Viéc rudng t6i noi rdi, bay gid t6i noéi qua
tho trach. May biia ray t6i hdi tham t6i méi
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hay thud nay may nguoi cat nha cat cta, trong
cay trong c6i, chodn & trong dat cua ba t6i, ma
khong cé dong tién chi hét. Toi mdi coi ruong
dat cta ba tdi, t6i ciing khong bé budc may
ngudi lam chi, ngdt vi ndm nay nha nuéc danh
thué dat tho trach mac lam, da thau thué theo
s6 sao mau roi con thau thué ndc gia ntia. May
ngudi cling hiéu, tuy la dat thé trach song hoi
trudc ba t6i cling xuat bac ngan ma mua, ché
phai ai cho khong hay sao.

Néu dé dung lap vuon ma trong cay trai thi
hué 1gi cling nhiéu. Ba t6i d€ cho may nguai cét
nha & trong rau trong chudi ma dung, thi ba to6i
da that lgi roi, bay gio con phai déng thué niia,
thi thiét hai lung qud. Vay t6i xin may nguoi
phai chung nhau ma chiu s6 thué¢ d6. Ma bay
gio dé€ cho may ngudi chia thué thi ciing kho,
nén tdi mdéi cady anh Huong hao di do déng toi
chia cho cong binh, ai chodn nhiéu dat thi chiu
nhiéu, ai chodan it thi chiu it, dat & Sai Gon, Chg
Lén ngudi ta cho mudn modi mot thude vudng
mot ndm t6i ndam muoi dong. Minh & rudng,
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khong 1é doi mac qua nhu véy. Toéi dinh moi
thudc vuong, may ngudi chiu ntia dong xu mot
ndm ma thoi. Moi ngudi choan bao nhiéu dat,
toi da do va bién vao s6 rdi, chling nao lang
ho théu thué t6i thi t6i sé kéu may ngudi dem
déng cho t6i, dang t6i dong lai cho lang. Vi su
ndy thud nay khong co, nén toi phai cho may
nguoi hay trudc.

Ta dién ta thS déu lang thinh, ngd nhau ma
chiu. C6 mot ngudi héi rang:

— Thua dugng, khong biét phan toéi phai
déng chiing bao nhiéu.

— Chu tén gi?
— Tu do.
Vinh Thai 14t s6 coi r6i noi rang:

— Chu choan tam tram bon chuc thudc.
Chu phai dong bon dong bac.

Tu Do le lusi lac dau. Vinh Thai néi rang:



130 § H6 Biéu Chanh

— Nha chu thi nhé ma tai chu choan dat
trong do nén phai dong nhiéu chd sao. Hom
qua t6i mudn can déu véi nhau ma chiu. Ma
roi toi nghi ngudi chodn dat nhiéu ké chodn
dat it, bat chiu dong véi nhau thi khong cong
binh.

Vinh Thai xép s6 lai rdi hoi rang:

— Con mudi may cai ma chon ngoai ruong
phia trén dau xém do, la ma cuaa ai vay? Dau
ai ba con véi nhiing ngudi nam doé thi budc ra
ding riéng mot bén day coi.

Gan hai muoi ngudi budc ra phia tay mat
ma ding, don 6ng cd, don ba cling cd. Vinh
Thai ngé may ngudi ma ndi rang:

— May ngudi dap go ma trong rudng, hu
ruong hét. Toi mudn may ngudi nhon mua
nang ndy ma lay c6t nhiing ma 4y dem chon
cho khac.

May ngudi déu rap nhau ma noéi da chon
16 r6i, bay gic lay cot biét dem di dau ma chon.
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Vinh Thai ng6i ngam nghi r6i noi rang:

— May ngudi noi cing phai. May ngudi
khong cé dat riéng, néu bat ldy c6t roi may
ngudi biét dem vo dat nao ma chén. Ma dé do
hoai thi thiét hai cho t6i nhiéu lam. Véy t6i dinh
moi cdi md moi nam phai dong cho t6i mot
dong bac. Khong phai la toi lam gat, &y la may
nguoi boi thudng sy thiét tai cho to6i do thoi.
Nhu nguoi nao ché mac, thi thong tha mudn
lay c6t dem qua dat khac ma chon cing dugc.
Toi khong ép.

Ai ndy déu ndi rang:

— Dong mdt dong bac thi dong ché biét
lam sao bay gio.

Vinh Thai dtiing d4y néi rang:

— T6i noi chuyén xong roi, thoi may nguoi
vé di. Nay, ma phai nhé hé dau thang tu nay thi
thay to ta hét thay da, ddng co lay bac lay lua,
dé to6i mudn in san to ta véi gidy vay, ding may
nguoi khai that cong viét.
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Ta dién ta thé cam rum kéo nhau ra vé.
Khi ho ra ngoai san ro6i, Vinh Thai con kéu Phé
ly Thau ma néi véi rang:

— Ph¢ ly Thau, sang mai chu phai dat con
chu 1én 6 da, nghe hon.

Pho ly Thau da, ma mat may buodn hiu.

Vinh Thai v6 nha, thiy con c6 mot Huong
hao Diéu dung do, thi chang va cudi va buée
lai vo vai anh ta ma néi rang:

— Anbh coi toi tinh nhu vay c6 lgi nhiéu hay
khong, hti? Anh rdng cho t6i hét long. Toi sé
thudng cong anh xting dang lam. Anh ciling
phai lam b¢ ldy lua vay nhu ho, song t6i mua
toi khong an 161 anh dau. Con tién thé cu toi
cling tha anh nita, khong sao dau ma so.

Thu Ha tt nho chi 16n hé di hoc thi théi,
chu vé nha thi nghe nhiing 16i hién luong, thay
nhting chuyén nhon nghia. Vi c6 sanh trudéng
trong cdi nha nhu vy, nén tanh c6 da khong



Khoc thAm § 133

kiéu cang, ma long c6 lai hay thuong ngudi
nghéo kho.

Thud nay c6 coi ta dién ta tho cta thay Hoi
dong cting nhu ba con, ai ddng anh c6 kéu anh,
ai dang chu co6 kéu chu, ai ddng bac c6 kéu bac,
da vay ma co6 nghe ai that mua c6 lién xin cha
me ché€ gidm, c6 thay ai doi rach thi c¢6 thudng
lay tién, xtc laa ma cho.

Biia nay c6 thay chong cho doi ta dién ta
tho t6i, cd khong hi€u cé viéc chi, nén c6 ngoi
théu dua ctia s6 & trong buong ma co6 16ng tai
nghe cham chi coi chong néi chuyén gi. Chiling
cd nghe chong bé budc Pho ly Thau vé nam
chuc gia laa, thi c6 bay gan ta mat, cd buong
cai ban théu ma ding day. C6 mudn budc ra
ngoai ma noi véi chong rang:

— Chu Pho thiéu lua t6i, ché khong phai
thiéu lta ctia minh ma minh doi. Téi cho chu
da, minh khong dugc phép ma doi chu nta.



134 § Ho Biéu Chanh

Ma mdi budc dugc vai bude réi cd6 nghi:
Chong minh duong néi chuyén véi ngudi ta,
néu minh ra bi su, thi con gi la thé dién cua
chong minh. Hé minh khong trong chong
minh thi thién ha coi chong minh ra coc rac”
gi nlia.

Co6 nghi nhu vay nén tré lai ngdi ma théu.
Ma ngoi théu, c6 nghe cdi giong gid ddi cta
chong ndi véi ta dién, c6 nghe cai cach xdo tra
cta chong tinh ma dn cudp déan ngheo khd, thi
cd buc minh tuc gian qud, nén c6 théu khong
dugc, ma ngoi cing khong yén. Co ding dua
ctia buong ldng tai ma nghe khong sét mot 16i
néi. CO mudn budc ra mdy lan, ma lan nao co
cling vi thé dién cua chong nén cd khong né.

Chting thay ta dién vé hét, Vinh Thai duong
v0 vai Huong hao Diéu vua ndi vua cudi, thi cd
di ra ma hdi chong rang:

— Cach khai hda ctia minh nhu vay dé phai
hon?

33 cd rac, khong xting dang



Khéc tham § 135

Vinh Thai ngd vg va cuoi va dap rang:

— Phai, day la vé cai doan chan hung kinh
té.

— Thoi, thoi, diing cé noéi ntia. Téi mac c6
lam.

— Mac ¢G cai gi?

— Toi mac ¢& cho minh, ché mac ¢& cai gi?

— T6i lam sao ma minh mac ¢& cho t6i?

— Ho6i nao minh ndi nghe ém tailam. Minh
néi minh sé hy sinh tdanh mang cua minh dang
danh d6 quyén thé nha giau ma binh vuc cho
bon nghéo nan. Sao bay gio minh lai khac bac
nha nghéo qua nhu vay?

— Ua. Ngusi khon thi phai tly co ting bién
ché. Gap hoi nao lam theo hoi ay, cai dé la lé tu
nhién.

— Minh d6i tanh, minh néi nghe ky qua.
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— Con ngudi ai ma gitd mot tanh t6i gia
dugc. Vay ché minh khong nghe cau tuc ngi:
“An theo thud, & theo thi” d6 hay sao?

— Minh dan néi qua?
— Sao ma dan, sao ma nhat?

— Thoi t6i hiéu tanh y minh ro6i. Cailam chi
cho that cong. Song t6i ndi cho minh biét trudc
rang t6i cho dut chu Pho Iy Thau ndm chuc gia
laa d6 da, minh diing doi niia, ma ciing ding
c6 biéu con chu 1én &. Con ta dién ai cd thiéu
laa thiéu bac dén day ma héi thi minh sé giup
cho ngudi ta, ai khong hdi thi thoi, minh khong
nén ép. Ma giup lua giup bac thi cho mugn ché
dling c6 an 161, t6i khong chiu dau. Toi cling
khong muon cho minh doi tién tho cu cua ai
hét. Cha me t6i khong giau bao nhiéu, song
cting khong ting r6i dén noi can say** ma doi
tién cua ngudi ngheo nhu vay. Lai nhiing mo
ma trong rudng doé 1a ba t6i cho chon da, minh

34 lugm lat nhiing cta thuia thai, vun vt
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khong dugc phép dung v6i ngudsi khuat mat.

Thu Ha gidn nén ndi tiéng nghe ham he
lam. Vinh Thai thiy vg ngan trd viéc cia minh
lam, thi chau may trgn mat ma noéi rang:

— Viéc cta t6i lam, minh 13 dan ba, minh
biét gi ma xen vo.

— Phai, t6i la dan ba, t6i khong biét chi hét
song t0i biét thuong loai ngudi, toi biét thuong
ké ngheo, néu tdi khong bénh vuc giup d6 cho
nguoi ta dugc thi thoi, ché t6i khong danh loi
dung quyén thé ma bé budc hiép dap ngudi ta
nhu minh vay.

— Minh khong hiéu, dé to6i cat nghia cho
minh nghe. T6i ¢6 b6 budc hiép dap ai dau?
Toi lai khong biét thuong nha nghéo hay sao?
Nhung ma minh lam cha dién minh phai & cho
han hoi, td dién ho mdéi sg. Néu c6 mdt ngudi
ri nganh khong chiu dong du lua rudng, ma
minh khong lam gat, thi may ngudi khac ho
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bat chudc ho dong thi€u hét thay, roi lam sao.
Con viéc cho vay ay 1a t6i ctu giup ho, c6 cai gi
dau goi la hiép dap.

Toi dinh s6 16i nhe hon thién ha hét thay,
ché phai t6i cat ¢b ta dién hay sao? Toi doi tién
thué thd cu v6i mo ma, 1a toi doi so tién thiét hai
cta minh lai, c6 bat nhon cho nao dau. Chiing
ba v€ ba nghe may viéc ctia t6i lam day chac la
ba chiu lam, phai hon anh Huong hao? Toi ndi
cai nay cho minh biét, néu minh mudn khai
héa nudce nha, thi trudc hét minh phai lam sao
cho cé tién da ché. Minh phai dé cho téi lam,
sao minh lai can tré?

— Xin minh diing c¢6 noéi chuyén khai hda
nia, tdi mac c&d lam. Khai hoéa cai gi, ma nguoi
ta moi mua nhut trinh khong chiu mua, nguoi
ta ra hun nha mdy khong chiu hun, rdi bay
muu sau ké doc dang giét bon nha nghéo, ma
con dam noi khai héa!
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Thu Ha néi dut 16i lién bod di xudng nha
sau, Vinh Thdi ngé Huong hao Diéu ma noéi
rang:
— Anh xudng biéu sép-pho dem xe ra roi
toi véi anh di lén Long Xuyén choi.
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CHUONG 8
NHA NGHEO NHIN NHA GIAU

‘Chéng 6 viéc chi budn bang vg chong
khong hiép y nhau. Vinh Thai 1én xe
hoi di choi r6i, thi Thu Ha ra nam trén ghé xich
du ma ngd ra vudn hoa, tri ling ding 16 do,
mat ntia nham ntia mé.

Trudc thém gach nang roi sang quic, ngoai
rao cay bdt gi6 im lim. Con ché vang nam kho-
anh duya canh ctia ma ngt, bung thé hoi hop;
con ga co di viin vo ngoai san roi dap canh gay
6 o; Thang Mau véi thang Tung moi dda ngoi
dudi chan mot cdi ban, tay cam nui gié ma lau

bui.
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Thu Ha nam lim dim cho dén xé, bong dau
con chd vang trong ctia nhay xuéng thém ma
stia vang ran. Thu Ha giut minh mé& mat ngé
ra san, thi thay Pho ly Thau di v6 lai dat thang
con trai di theo niia. Pho ly Thau viia budc lén
thém, thi Thu Ha vut hoi rang:

— Chu di dau dé chu Pho ly?

— Thua c6, hom thing giéng t6i dong lua
ruong con thi€u hét ndm chuc gia. Toi xin véi
thay dé qua mua téi tdi sé dong. Thay cho roi,
ma btia nay dugng hai budc phai dong cho du,
bang khong thi phai dem thang con 1én 6. Nam
nay toi that qua, co6 lia dau da ma dong. Hoi
sém mai dugng day ngay mai phai dat thang
con tdi lén. Toi nghi nay cling vdy ma mai cling
vay, lai biia nay tot ngay nén t6i dat phtit n6 lén
ddng cho né & véi cd va dugng.

— Khong. Thay Hai thay sg ta dién ho dé
nguoi. Hoi sém mai san c6 du mat thay lam gat
v6i chu nhu vay ddng cho ho thay ho sg, chu
bit con chit & ma lam gi. O trong nha ban trai
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thi c6 thing Tung véi thang Mau du réi, con
muén thém chi nita. Chu dem n6 vé ding no
giup cho chu.

Pho ly Thau chung hting, khong biét ndi
sao dugc. Thu Ha thdy bd anh ta lung khung
thi cudi va noi ti€p rang:

— T6i noi thiét do, chu dem no vé di.

— Cha cha, néu c6 khong cho né 6, roi
dugng doi lua tdi, toi biét lay chi toi dong?

— Thoéi ndm nay chu that mua thi nhé 6ng
ba nam t6i chua c6 trang cha sé dong.

— C06 nhon duc qua? Toi noi thiét véi co, toi
c6 mot minh thing ndy 1a 16n, tdi nho no lung
lam. Néu c6 dugng bat no 6, thi toi cut tay.

— Thay Hai, thay ndi chai véi chu, ché bat
noé lén 6 ma lam gi.

Ph¢ ly Thau miing qua, nén biéu con v xa
Thu Ha ma vé. Cha con Pho ly Thau budc ra
khoi ctia rdi, thing Mau noi rang:
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— C0 6 tu té€ v6i nha ngheéo qud, con dugng
gat than kinh. Hoi s6m mai dugng biéu thiét
da co, chu khong phai biéu choi dau.

Thu Ha cudi ma dap rang:

— Chu Pho ly ngheo gin chét, lam gat toi
nghiép chu, ai nd lam cho dugc.

Ngudi cé dic hé mé miéng ra thi néi nhiing
161 hién tu, khién cho thang Mau la dua liéng
x40, ma nghe réi né cam, nén no noéi rang:

— Thiét, 6 trong lang nay ai cling phuc c6
hét thay. C6 hoi thi thang Tung ma coi, ché
khong phai t6i noi lua dau.

Thu Ha gia do khong nghe, c6 dung day
ma di xuéng nha dudi. Vinh Thai di choi véi
Huong hao Diéu dén t6i mo mdi veé. Khi ngodi
lai &n com, chang noéi véi vg rang:

— Biia nay di choi ma c6 ich lam. Téi di coi
dat trén Mac Can Dung. Miét trén dat hoang,
coi thé con nhiéu, dé toi xin khén it tram mau
choi.
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Thu Ha ldng thinh ma an, dudng nhu co6
khong muon nghe 161 chong ndi.

Sang btia sau, Vinh Thai thic day sém,
chang biéu sép-pho dem xe hoi ra cho chang
tap cam tay banh. Chang tap cho téi trua chang
mdi trd vé. Khi budc vo ctia chang vut hoi l6n
rang:

— Ph6 ly Thau c6 dem con 1én & khong ha?
Thang Mau thua rang:

— Chu co6 dat 1én hoi x€ hom qua, ma co
Hai khong cho &, nén chu dat né vé. Vinh Thai
ndi gidn di riét ra sau ki€ém vg ma hoi rang:

— Sao minh dam cai 161 t6i? Toi biéu Pho ly
Théau dem con 1én &, sao minh dudi vé di hi?

Thu Ha thay chong gian thi c6 cudi ma dap
rang:

— Chu nhé ¢6 moét thang con 16n, néu minh
bat nd 6 thi tdi nghiép chu qua. Cha c6 hia véi
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toi d€ mua tGi roi cha sé dong lua thiéu mua
nay, nén toi biéu chua dat con chu vé.

— Minh ngu qué, minh dé véi ta dién day,
d6 khoi minh bi ho 16t da minh.

— Ngudi ngheéo, minh bd budc ngudi talam
chi.

— Ua, nghéo thi chiu, ché nghéo réi giut
clia ngudi ta nhu vay hay sao? Thay ké, dé toi
bat lam gidy, qua mua phai dong mot tram gia.

— Minh lam mo¢t trdm cai giay di niia, cling
khong c6 ich gi.

— Sao vay?

— Toi biét chang hé khi nao ba chju dn 15i
nhu vay dau. Cau cho c6 lda ngudi ta dong so6
thiéu d6 ma thoi, dn 16i lam chi. Con minh
budc ngudi ta lam gidy, néu t6i ngay ngudi ta
khong co6 lta ma dong r6i minh giét ngudi ta
hay sao.

Vinh Thai rung vai ngoe ngudy bo di ra



Khoc thAm § 147

dang trudc khong them noi véi vo nita. Thu Ha
thay bo chong nhu vay thi c6 ding ngé theo,
miéng chum chim cu¢i, ma nudc mat rung
rung chay.

Lo6i ba gio chiéu, Vinh Thai ngt trua thuc
day tam rda thay do r6i doi nén di tdp cam
banh xe nita. Chang men men di xuéng nha xe,
thay thang Mau duong ng6i chom hom ma ndi
chuyén v6i sép-pho, chang méi di bét ra ding
dua vach ma tiéu tién va 16ng tai nghe thti coi
hai dua noéi chuyén gi. Hai dtia déu ngdi day
lung ra phia ngoai ctia, nén chung n6 khong
thay Vinh Thdi. Thang Mau héi sép pho ring:

— Anh tap dugng Hai cam tay banh dugc
chua?

— MGéi tdp moét budi s6m mai ndy ma cam
sao dugc. C9 gidi nao cling phai ndm bay biia

ché.

— Ne, anh diing c6 tdp. Anh tap cho dudng
biét cAm tay banh lai thi hai cho anh lam da.
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— Sao vay?

— Toi biét y dudng. Hé dudng biét cam tay
banh réi dudng duoi anh lién.

— Oi, cin gi may, & chd nay khong dugc thi
di & cho khac, thiéu gi ngudi mudén ma lo.

— Dudng c6 hta véi anh hé tap cho dudng
biét cam tay banh roi duéng cho anh bao nhiéu

tién hay khong?
— Khong.

— Néu duong khong hua cho tién, thi anh
dai gi ma day uéng cong.

— Tudng la nguoi sang trong giau cd, hé tap
cho dudng xong thi ty nhién dudng cho tién
cht céan gi phai néi.

Thang Mau tré méi lac ddu ma ndi rang:

— Anh lam r6i! Duéng khong phai nhu c6

Hai vay dau. Co Hai tu té, cd biét thuong yéu
nha ngheo, cd biét xét cong cho dia 6. Dudng
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gat gao ac doc lam, khong biét thuong ai hét.
Dudng tinh viéc nao thi dudng cling mudn giét
con nha ngheéo. Phdi ma hom qua anh nghe
dudng noéi chuyén véi ta tho thi anh maéi ghé.
Co Hai tu té, cod gdp thang chong gi bap tram
qua nhu vay khong biét.

Thang Mau ndi téi d6, thi Vinh Thai budc
v0o dong mot dap ngang hong té lan cu. Vinh
Thai mang rang:

— Quan ché dé, cho dn ngdp mdt con noéi
1én chu nha. Tao danh chét cha may cho tao.

Vinh Thai vua néi viia nam d4u thang Mau
ma kéo day, roi tay thi thoi, chon thi da, lam
cho thang no sung mdt sic mau mii. Thang
Mau mudn chay, nhung bi nam d4u nén khong
thé chay dugc, né mudn la nhung s¢g bi danh
ntia nén khong dam la.

Vinh Thai danh thang Mau rét lau, thang
no ci 6m mdt dua dau ma chiu, ché khong
dam chong cu chi hét, song Vinh Thai lac ay
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ciing nhu con cho6 dién, khong biét thuong
x6t ngudi dong loai, ching thém xét nhiing 16i
chung néi hanh minh d6 htiu ly hay la vo ly,
chang ct ddnh dap hoai, ddnh cho dén chiling
vg hay, vg chay xuéng ma kéo chang ra roi dat
chang di 1én nha trén chang mdéi thoi. Ma khi
di theo vg, chang con day mdt lai va dua tay
ham thang Mau rang:

— D€ r6i miy coi tao. Tao khong hai may
dugc thi tao khong phai 1a con ngudi, néi cho
may biét.

Thu Ha dat chong 1én t6i nha trén rdi co
ndi rang:

— C6 viéc gi thi thung thing ma ndi, lam
giong gi ma danh ngudi ta di qua vay?

— T6i 1am cho n6 chét t6i méi nghe! Th
day té ndi hanh cha nha ma biéu dling danh
sao dugc?

— No kho dai thi minh ray nd, ché danh
dap lam chi?
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— D4 hai muci mét tudi roi con kho dai gi

ntia? N6 khon hon minh nia chg, diing ¢ noéi
no dai.

— N6 ¢6 tét liéng xdo hay ndi bay ndi ba,
hoi nao ma gian né.

— Thi nd néi bay méi danh.

— Minh sao ham danh ngudi ta qua! Ai
danh minh nhu vay minh biét dau hay khong,
sao minh n§ danh ngudi ta.

— Toi lam viéc gi minh cling bac bé hét thay.
Thé khi minh khon minh giéi hon t6i lam hay
sao khong biét?

— To6i ndi phai quay cho minh nghe, cht ¢6
bac bé chi dau. Minh néi nhu vay, théi minh
giét chét ngudi ta cho hét di, toi khong noéi niia
dau.

Thu Ha bo di vo budng kiém do ma may.
Vinh Thdi chap tay sau dit di qua di lai truéc
hién, bo mat ham ht, coi thé chang con gidn
hung lam.
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Thang Mau bi danh sung mdt sung minh,
lai miéng mii déu chady mau, nén nam ngoéo
trong nha xe ma rén. Bon nha nghéo thudng
hay thuong nhau. Sép-pho lay khidn dem
nhing nudc ma lau mau cho thang Mau, roi
lai ki€ém d4u Tt bi ma thoa may cho sung, may
cho bam.

Thang Mau nghe Vinh Thai ham thi né sg
bi danh ntia, nén lan di ra sau vudn chudi, lua
mady bui rdm ma tron. Dén chiéu, Thu Ha 1én
dua cho thang Tung mot dong bac va biéu no
kiém coi thang Mau nam d4u ma sén séc dum
nd va mua thuéc cho né uong. Thang Tung di
kiém cung nha xe, nha vua, roi ra bép, nha ga
ma khong gdp. Hdi tham sép-pho, sép-pho
cting khong biét & dau ma chi. Thang Mau nuap
ngoai vuon chuoi nghe ti€éng trong nha kiém
minh, tuéng Vinh Thdi sai kiém ddng danh
nta, bdi vay no sg qua. Toi lai né 1én vach rao
chun phia sau ma ra ruong r6i lan mo di vé nha
cha n¢ 1a Hai Sttu ¢ lang Vinh Trinh.
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Ong Hai Stiu tudi da gan sdu muoi, hai vo
chong sanh c6 hai thiang con trai ma thoi, thang
16n tén Cham, nd da c6 vg cd con, nd & chung
v6i 6ng ma lam ba chuc cong dat muén; con
thang Mau la nho, thi 6ng cho n6 & véi thay
Hoi dong Chéanh, néi nam thay Hoi dong cho
tién cong ba chuc dong bac. Dém ay trong nha
déu ngt hét, thinh linh nghe tiéng v ctia ma
kéu rang:

— Anh Hai 0i, anh Hai md& giim ctia cho t6i
vO chut anh Hai.

Ong Hai Stiu da trong tudi nén 6ng ngl
sé thiic®. Ong viia nghe tiéng kéu thi ong hoi
rang:

— Dua nao kéu chi do?

O ngoai ¢6 tiéng dap lai:

— Téi la thang Mau. M& ctia dum chut tia.
Ong Hai Stiu va di thadm lai m& ctia va hoi

rang:
35 dé thuc
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— V€ chi chuing nay ne?

Thang Mau khong tra 161, né dgi cha no
m§ clia réi nd chun vo. Ong Hai Stiu kéu thing
Cham ma hédi hop quet didng dot den, 6ng noi
um lam cho ba va vg chdng thang Cham va sép
con nhé ctia ndé déu thuc day hét thay. Chiling
dot den 1én roi 6ng Hai Stiu lai hoi con vé lam
chi ntta dém. Thang Mau kh6c ma néi rang:

— Dugng Hai danh t6i lung qud, bay gio
trong minh t6i dau cung hét. Duong lai ham
dudng giét toi chét, nén toi sg toi tron vé day.

Ong Hai Stiu chau may ndi rang;

— Minh 6 v6i ngudi ta thilam cong chuyén
cho ngudi ta, ai bi€éu biéng nhac lam chi cho
ngudi ta ddnh. An dong tién clia ngudi ta cé
phai dé gi hay sao nén lap ling.

Thang Mau ngo6i ghé trén dau van ma khoc
khong ndi nita. Anh n6 bung chong dén dem
lai gan, thay 40 n6 dinh mau thi that kinh hoi
rang:
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— Danh bdng cdi gi ma c¢6 dinh mau day
ne?

Ba Hai Stiu nghe ndi lat dat chay lai coi, ba
thay con ba mat may sung v, minh méy cho6 u
cho6 bam thi ba ia nuéc mat. Ba r& con ma noi
rang:

— Danh nhu vay thi chét ngudi ta con gi!
Bay gio con dau cho nao dau con?

Thang Mau ro nguc r6i chong tay bén hong
td ma noi rang:

— Cai nguc tic qua ma bén hong day clng
dau nia.

Ba Hai Stiu biéu con nam xuéng ma nghi.
Ba ngoi khoanh tay mot bén nd, ba cti ngo6 con
ma thd ra, dau dén trong long qua nén khong
biét sao ma ndi.

Ngon den leo 1ét, trong nha im lim, chi
nghe tiéng than ldn chac lugi véi tiéng thiang
Mau rén nho nhé ma thoi. Thinh linh thang
Chéam cat tiéng ndi rang:
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— Quan c6 tién nd y qud, coi mang nguoi
nhu con ché. D€ thang Mau n6 chét day roi coi
tao.

Ong Hai Stiu quay lai ngé con ma néi rang:

— Dling cé néi bay ma mich long thay Hoi
dong.

— T6i cb ndi thay Hoi dong dau ma tia sg
mich long. Cha cha, dén noéi nay ma con sg
mich long gi ntia.

— Thay Hoi dong & tu té lam.

— Phai, thay & tt t€ ma ré thiy y qua nhu
vay sao dugc.

— Tai thay di khoi ché. Ma chac la ciing tai
thang Mau lam sao dé nén dugng Hai dudng
gian, chd co 1é nao khi khong ma duéng danh
noé. Thoi, d€ sang mai tao dat nd ra ding né lay
ma xin 10i dudng. Da 14y tién clia nguoi ta roi,
thi phai gang cong ma & cho du ngay du thang
nta chiing ma thao trut vay sao dugc, § tu ché
phai choi dau.
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— Toi déa’* qua! Bo an chuc com cta vg ma
con lam phach niia. Thang Mau 6 v6i thay Hoi
dong, ché no6 6 véi dudng hay sao ma dudng
dugc phép danh noé.

— Duédng la con ré, sao dudng danh lai
khong dugc. Diling c6 ndi lieu ma mich long co
Hai. C6 Hai, ¢6 cling tt té lam.

— Thang Cham bé di lai vong ma nam va
ndi lam bam rang:

— O 4c 1am, c¢6 biia chiing dam chét, d6
khoi.

— May ndi giong gi d6?

— Ch¢ tia khong c6 nghe hay sao? May biia
ray ta dién ctia thay Hoi dong ho kéu réu qua.

— Kéu réu giong gi?

— Thay Hoéi dong di choi, giao ruéng cho ré
thdy coi, 6 nha ré thay b6 budc ta dién ta tho

qud, mudn dao md cudc ma 6ng ba ngudi ta,

nén ho kéu réu, ché kéu réu giong gi.
36 gian
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— Oi! Chuyén ctia ngudi ta an thua gi v6i
may ma may ndi. May du stic chéng cu véi
nguoi ta hay khong? Noi bay ndi ba r6i mang
hoa da. Phan minh ngheéo thilo lam an, rang it
thang nitia thang Mau nd & du roi, tao dem no
ve, tao mudn thém it chuc cong dat cua ba chu
Dién cho né man mot vai ndm, may c6 du chut
dinh r6i lo vg cho n6. Nam nay né da hai muoi
mot tudi roi. Phdn may da xong bay gio phai lo
cho né cha.

Ptia con nho cua thing Chdm duong ngt
trong budng viung ré khoc vang ran. Vg thang
Ché&m phai hat ra rit ma do no.

Cai chong dén hét dau nén lu lan lan, 6ng
Hai Stiu so tat, md&i biéu Cham di gai ctia r6i vo
ngt. Thang Mau cling nam rén hoai, ma ba Hai
Stiu ciing ngoi khoanh tay mot bén con. Tuy
den tat, trong nha t6i om, song nudc mat cua
ba cling cu chay ra hoai, khong rao dugc.
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CHUONG 9
NHA GIAU HAI NHA NGHEO

\\/l‘ia mdi tdng sang thi 6ng Hai Stiu
da hoi con dau nau com cho 6ng dn

ddng 6ng vo6 x6m. Thang Mau tuy con tic cai
nguc va rém cung minh hét, song me né ép
qua nén n6 phai rang ngdi ddy ma an mot chén
com.

An com r6i, 6ng Hai Stiu biéu thing Mau
di v6i 6ng ra nha thay Hoi dong dang lay Vinh
Thai ma xin 16i. Thang Mau lac dau néi rang:

— Toi dau ma di gidong gi dugc. Tia ra ngoai
tia noi sao do tia noi. Chiing nao thay Hoi dong
ve t0i sé ra tdi &, chd bay gio toi ra dugng Hai
dudng danh toi chét.
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Ba Hai Stiu ciing ndi tiép rang:

— Con né bi danh, bay gid n6 dau, ma ong
biéu no di dau, dé n6 & nha didng kiém thudc
men cho n6 uéng ché. Ong ra thua véi cd Hai
ma xin phép cho né nghi it bia.

Ong Hai Stitu nghe vg con néi nhu vay thi
ong khong biéu con di nita. Ong 14y cay du cén
tre ma cdp trong ndch roi di ra mét minh. Ra
t6i nha thay Hoi dong, dng viia budc vo san thi
thay cai xe hoi dau do.

Ong v6 t6i thém lai gdp Vinh Thdi doi nén
di ra. Ong 16t khin x4 Vinh Théi ma néi ring;

— Thua dugng Hai, hom qua dugng ddnh
thang nhd tdi, roi né s¢g nén nd tron vé trong
toi. Toi tinh dat né ra dang no6 lay ma xin 16i
dugng, ngdt vi n6 dau bon, no6 di khong dugc
nén toi ra xin dugng lam phudc cho nd nghi it
btia ddng n6 dudng binh. Chling nao n6 manh
roi t6i sé dem no ra &.

Vinh Thai ngd ngang 6ng no ma hoi rang:
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— Cht la cha ctia thang Mau phai hon?
— Thua phai.
— N6 6 dau bay gio?
— Thua, n6 vé & trong nha toi.

— Chu vé noi cho no biét, tdi khong muon
thay cai ban mat ctia n6 ntia. Hé toi gdp nd thi
toi danh no6 chét. Chu phai vé€ chay cho du ba
chuc dong bac dem tra lai day cho mau, néu
khong cé thi t6i lam nd & tu da, ndi cho chu
biét.

— Thua dugng, tdi nghiép t6i qua, téi ng-
héo ma tién bac dau co...

— Thay k¢, lam sao thi lam, khong biét. Toi
ky cho chu ba ngay, néu khong cé du ba chuc
dong bac thi chu coi t6i.

Vinh Thai va néi va leo 1én xe hoi ma di.
Ong Hai Stiu ngin ngo, dting ngé theo, khong
biét liéu 1am sao dugc. Ong con 6m cay du
rach, ndm céi khédn ran ding x6 ré dudi thém,
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bong nghe tiéng Thu Ha & trong nha kéu ong
ma biéu rang:

— Ong Hai, 6ng di dau d6? Vo day ding toi
hoi chut coi nao.

Ong com rém budc 1én thém réi vo ding
dua ctia. Thu Ha mai 6ng ngoi va hoi rang:

— Thang Mau né c¢6 vé trong nha dng hay

khong?
— Thua co.

— Thang dai qua. HOm qua n6 ndi bay noi
ba lam cho thay Hai thay gidn thay danh nd.
Ong phai ran day né, diing c6 dé né dai nhu
vay ntia. NG vé€ trong, n6 c6 ndi véi 0ng tai sao
ma no6 bi don hay khong?

— Thua khong. N6 cti nam rén hoai, né cé
lam viéc gi dugc & Dau. Ma t6i cling khong
them héi lam chi, tai né dai nén né mdéi bi don,
ché giong gi d6 ma hoi

— Sao ma no rén.
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— Mat may n6 sung cht v, minh may n6
bam den, ma no lai noi no 16i trén nguc, véi
dau céi hong nta.

— Ong kiém dau kiém thuéc rigu ma thoa
bép cho né. Ong hét vai thang thudc bic cho
udng niia, nghe hon.

— Dal

Thu Ha moc tai lay ra mudi dong bac ma
dua cho 6ng Hai Stiu va tiép rang:

— Dayne, 6nglay tién day dem vé hét thuoc
cho no6 udng, it bita néd manh roi 6ng ra néi cho
toi hay.

Ong Hai Sttu chung hting, 6ng cAm hai tAim
gidy nam dong diing lo le mot hoi roi noéi rang:

— Thua c6 Hai, c6 thuong thang nho to6i
nén co cho tién, thiét tdi doi on cd nhiéu qua.
Ma hoi nay dugng Hai biéu t6i dem théi du ba

chuc dong bac lai. Toi khong biét lam sao.

— Thoi bac gi?
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— Duogng Hai néi dugng khong cho n6 &
niia, nén phai dem bac trd lai.

— Oi, thiy Hai thdy giin n6 nén thdy néi
nhu vay, khong sao dau, ong diing c6 lo. Ong
vé kiém thudc cho n6 udng, it bita né manh roéi
ong bi€u né ra & lai.

— Thua, dugng Hai dudng ndi dudng ghét
noé lam, hé dudng thiy mat n6 thi dudng danh
no chét.

Thu Ha diing suy nghi mot giay lau roi c6
ndi rang:

— Thoéi, ma dau cho né c¢6 manh rdi 6ng
cling biéu nod & trong ma chd chiling nao ba toi
vé r0i no sé trd ra & lai.

Ong Hai Stu xd Thu Ha ma vé. Chtling vé
t6i nha, ong thuat chuyén lai cho vg con nghe,

ong khen nggi, cdm mén cai long khoan nhon
ctia Thu Ha hoai.
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Ong dua cho thing Cham mot céi gidy nim
dong ma biéu né di hét thuoc cho thang Mau
uéng. Ong lai néi rang:

— May thay hon? Tao ndi c6 Hai tt té lam.
DPiling c6 ndi bay niia, c6 nghe cd gidn, nghe
hon.

Trong ba bon ngay ké do, Vinh Thai mac
lo ki€ém dat trén phia Mdc Can Dung ma mua,
nén chang quén liing viéc thang Mau. Mot biia
no, chang di vé, chang suc nhd lai ben kéu vg
ma hai rang:

— HOm nay tdéi mac di hoai. Vay ché cha
thang Mau c¢6 dem ba chuc dong bac ma théi
lai hay khong vay minh?

Thu Ha budc ra hoi rang:

— Bac gi ma thoi?

— N6 & mot ndm ba chuc dong. Bac né
lanh trudc roi, ¢6 lam gidy t& han hoi. Bay gio
noé tron khong chiu 6 nta, thi nhon hty cong,
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ngan huy 1¢i, n6 phéai dem s6 bac ma théi lai,
ché bac gi.

~ Ong Hai Sttu 8ng nghéo qué, tién dau ma
thoi.

— Ua? No6i n6 ngheo roi bay gié minh bd
tién minh hay sao?

— Tai minh danh né gan chét, r6i minh con
hdm he né niia, nén no6 sg nd vé trong, chd phai
khi khong ma nd thdo trut hay sao nén minh
doi tién lai.

— Hong biét? N6 phai dem du ba chuc dong
bac ma tra lai day néu khong co thi no sé coi.

— Danh ngudi ta gan chét ma con doi tién
lai ntia.

— Chting nao né chét t6i mdi chiu bd s6
bac do, chd no con sdng thi né phai thdi du,
néu cu nganh thi t6i lam & tu.

— Minh danh nd béy gid n6 dau, nén toi
cho phép tia n6 dem vé ma chay thuoc cho né.
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Chtling nao né manh thi sé ra & niia, thoi bac
lam chi?

— T6i khong mudn cho né budc chun t6i
nha nay nia.

— Khong muén thi théi. Dudi ngudi ta ma
con budc théi bac noi gi?

~ U, dé roi coi.

Vinh Thai bé di ra ngoai san, khong them
noéi chuyén véi vg nita. Toi lai chang viét mot
t6 c6 khai la thang Mau c6 lam gidy & mot nam
ba chuc dong bac, lanh truéc mat s6 ro6i, ma
nd ¢ mdi c6 tdm thang rdi nd tron, lai an cap
mot cai dong ho vang gid ddng mot trdm hai
chuc dong, mot bd d6 mat bang lua trang gia
dang mudi dong véi mot cdi nén ni xam gia
tdm dong rudi.

Sang ngay chang bat Huong hao Diéu véi
thang Tung ding ching, roi biéu Huong hao
biéu dem cho Huong quan va Xa trudng thi
nhan chay t6 dén cho quan Bién ly.
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Cach muoi btia, Vinh Thai nghe nguoi
trong x6m noi ¢ gap thang Mau di choi, chang
biét n6 da manh roi, nén chang viét moét 14 don
bang chii Tay, ghim t& c6 theo, r6i dem dén
hau quan Bién ly ma xin bat thang Mau trén
tai nha cha no ¢ lang Vinh Trinh. Quan Bién ly
thay t& ¢6 c6 lang thi nhan du phép, ben xuat
trat cho Huong quan lang Vinh Trinh bat tén
Mau ma giai nap.

Vi ¢6 16i ctia Thu Ha ddn, nén cha con 6ng
Hai Stu viing bung khong lo s¢ chi hét; tuy
thang Mau uéng thu6c lanh manh réi, song né
cling cti 6 nha cho chling nao thay Hoi dong vé

no6 sé ra lay ma xin & lai.

Con Thu Ha cling tudng chong gian thang
Mau nén ham he nhu vay r6i bo qua, ché khong
bo bugc day t6 ctia cha minh, nang khong de
chang lap muu gian ké doc ma hai cho né 6 ti.

Bita no an com s6m mai vuia roi, vg chong



Khéc tham § 169
Vinh Thdi dang ngo6i phia trudc ma choi, thinh
linh 6ng Hai Stiu chay ao v6 va lay va khoc va

ndi rang:

— Toi nghiép con tdi lam c6 duogng oi!
Khong biét c6 dugng thua lam sao ma trat toa
day Huong quan bat cong con t6i ma giai di
rdi. Thiét néu con t6i & tu thi chac vg chong toi
chét. Xin c6 dugng lam phudc ctu giup dum
no6 tdi nghiép.

Thu Ha chung hting ngé chong ma ndi
rang:

— Ai ma thua kién néi héi nao dau? Minh
c6 thua thang Mau trén toa vé viéc gi hay sao?

Vinh Thai cudi gan va guc gac ddu ma noi
rang:

— Biét déu, thi d€ giai n6 1én toa coi quan
Bién ly n6i lam sao réi sé biét ma. Ong Hai Stiu
com rom khoanh tay diing dya ctia nghe Vinh
Thai n6i nhu vay, 6ng méi ndi rang:
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— Ho6i nay Huong quan bat nd, Huong
quan cd ndi no bi dugng Hai cdo no vé tdi an
trdm va sang doat. Toi nghiép qua! Xin dugng
thuong, nd c6 dn trom sang doat vat gi caa cd
duong dau.

Thu Ha chdu may ngé chong, sic madt
c6 gian lam. Con Vinh Thai thi hén hd nhu
thuong, chang chim chim cudi. Ong Hai Stiu
diing khdc, chit khong con 16i nao ndi niia.

Thu Ha hiéu rd, co biét tai chdong cod lén
toa bdo cdo sao dd, nén quan Bién ly méi day
bat thang Mau, bdi vay trong long cd khinh bi
chong v6 cung, nhung vi c6 6ng Hai Stiu ding
dd, c6 khong thé 10 cdi sy bat binh cua ¢o ra
dugc, cd phai dan long ma néi rat diu ngot véi
ong Hai Stiu rang:

— Théi 6ng vé di, quan c6 bat thang Mau
thi bat, ché khong hai chi dau ma sg. N6 & véi
ba t6i, ba t6i di khoi n6 & nha lam quay cach
nao di niia thi vg chong t6i cling doi ba toi vé
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roi sé hay, chu khong 1é vg chong toi giét no
dau ma ong sg.

Ong Hai Stiu cui dau lay nita, 6ng viia lay
vua noi:

— Xin ¢6 dugng thuong dum no kéo t9i ng-
hiép. N6 c6 tanh liéng xao chi khong khi nao
gian gido. Hom nay né manh roi td6i muon dat
no ra ding né lay c6 dugng ma & lai. Tai nd
s¢ dugng con gian, dugng danh nd nta, tai co
cling c6 biéu thoi, d€ chiling nao thay Hoi dong
ve roi nod sé ra, nén tdi méi d€ no6 & nha.

Thu Ha khoat tay biéu ong no di ve, d€ do
cho c6 tinh béi vay 6ng x4 vg chong Vinh Thai
rdi lau nuéc mat ma budc ra ctia. Thu Ha ngoi
doi 6ng Hai Stiu ra khoi san réi c6 méi hédi
chong ring:

— Minh thua thang Mau trén toa, minh noi
lam sao ma quan bat n6 do6?

— Viéc t6i lam, minh khong can gi hoi.
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— Phai, viéc cia minh t6i khong can biét
lam gi ma viéc nay khong phai la viéc ctia minh,
thang Mau la dda ban cta ba, dau n6 c6 quiy
cho may di nita, thi minh cling phai chd ba vé
r6i minh thua cho ba hay ddng ba liéu dinh,
ché sao ¢ nha minh tu dinh ma hai n6?

— Ba giao cho t6i cai quan viéc nha. Toi c6
dt quyén ma lam viéc, c6 can gi dgi ba dau.

— Dau ba giao cho minh cai quan viéc nha
di nita, minh lai lam nhu vay hay sao?

— Pay t6 no khi dé t6i, minh khong cho to6i
triing tri n6 hay sao hu?

— Dau c6 trling tri thi triing tri bang cach
nao, chéd minh danh ngudi ta gan chét, réi kiém
chuyén cdo gian cho ngudi ta 6 ti niia, t6i nin
lam sao cho dugc. Thang Mau né ldy cia minh
vat gi, nd giut cia minh bao nhiéu, ma minh
cdo no an trom va sang doat?

— N6 ngay hay la gian dé chiing toa xu roi
sé biét.
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— Minh lam cho ngudi ta & tu, c6 loi gi cho
minh hay sao, ma minh ham ham di vay?

_ HE ai khinh khi t6i thi toi giét hét thay.

— Minh néi chi nhiing tiéng doc dc nhu
vay? Hoi nao minh n6i minh ghét nhiing bon
giau sang y thé ma hung hi€p nha nghéo, minh
quyét hy sinh tdinh mang ctia minh ddng bénh
vic hang ngudi ngheo khd, sao bay gid minh
lam viéc gi, minh noi tiéng gi minh ciing c6 y
mudn giét bon nha nghéo vay?

— O, héi trudc khéc, bay gid khic chd?
— Khac la sao?

— Minh thu¢c trong hang nao, minh phai
binh quyén 1gi cho hang nay ché sao.

— Minh ndi sao do, t6i hiéu y chua rd. Cé
phai minh n6i hoi truéc minh nghéo, nén minh
phai binh nha ngheo ma ghét nha giau. Roi
bay gio minh giau, nén minh binh nha giau ma

ghét nha nghéo hay khong?
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— Phai. Ay 14 1é ty nhién.

Thu Ha vtia nghe né6i may 16i, thi co lién
ding day ng6 ngang chong ma ndi rat nghiém
chinh rang:

— Bay gio to6i mdéi biét chac minh la mot
nguoi vo luong tam, minh la mdt chu bgm bai
mugn hai cht “4i quoc” d€ ngoai chét ludi ma
kiém gao.

Co noi dut 16, 6 bd di riét xuéng nha sau,
ngoai mdt thi budn, con trong long thi khinh
bi chong vo cling. C6 1€ Vinh Thai mac ¢6 hay
sao, ma chang ngoi nin khe, khong dam néi lai
mot tiéng nao nia hét.

T6i biia do, Thu Ha bu¢c chong phai lén toa
ma xin rat don ra va xin tha thang Mau. Vinh
Thai duc dac khong chiu nghe 16i. Thu Ha néi
rang néu khong lam y theo 16i ¢6 biéu, thi co
sé lén quan Bién ly ma kéu oan cho thang Mau.
VinhThai sg vg 1én toa néi 16i thoi roi loi su cao
gian cia minh, nén cyc chang da chang phai
chiu.
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Sang biia sau, Vinh Thdi 1én toa. Tuy khong
phai chang hét gidn thang Mau, chang di day la
vi s¢g mang tiéng ma phai di, song 1én toa chang
thiét hét long ma xin bai nai. Ngit vi quan
Bién ly khong cho, ngai néi rang thang Mau
bi pham luat hinh, quyén budc tdi vé ngai ché
khong phai vé tai chu, bdi vay Vinh Thai trd vé
madt may buon hiu. Chang thuat nhiing 16i ctia
quan Bi¢n ly lai cho vg nghe. Thu Ha khong
tin, Vinh Thai phai thé nhiéu tiéng rat nang né,
chang lai hiia rang d€ dén bia toa xt, chang sé
kiém thé ma g6 t6i cho thing Mau, ché chang
khong budc no nita.

Vi s¢ mang tiéng véi doi, ma ciing vi sg
trai dao lam vg, nén Thu Ha phai dan long lam
lang nhung ma sy khinh bi chong la mdt nguoi
gia doi, la mot ngudi doc ac thi khong thé nao
b6t dugc. Vila chong, nén c6 phai ép minh ma
dn chung mdt mam, 6 chung mot nha song dn
thi an, & thi &, va trudc mat tdi tS thi co lam bo
kinh trong chdong, con riéng trong tri c6 thi c6
thi chong khong bang may dua & dg.
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Cach it ngay co trat toa doi Vinh Thai hau,
ddng toa xt vu tén Mau. Dén biia di hau, Thu
Ha doi di theo. Vinh Thai s¢g v¢ nghe nhiing
diéu cdo gian trong don ctia chang, rdi bat binh
ma ndi bay gitia toa thi minh c6 t0i, nén chang
ndn ni véi vg, xin vg ¢ nha, changlai hta buéng
rang thé nao chang cling xin cho thing Mau
khoi & t.

Thu Ha tuy khinh bi chong, song khong
c6 long lam nhuc chong. Ban dau c6 muon di
theo lén toa ddng long tai nghe coi nhu chong
khong thiét tinh, chong con khai gian ma hai
thang Mau, thi c6 sé d6i nai ma cdu n6. Ma
roi c6 nghi hé nin khoéng dugc, c6 noi ra thi
con gi chong, dau toa khong budc chong vé t6i
danh thang Mau c6 thuong tich va ti cdo gian
cho né di niia, thi chong cing mat thé dién véi
thién ha, c6 la vg ma c6 khai t6i ac ctia chong
trudc mdt cong chung thi ai coi c6 ra gi. Boi ¢o
nghi nhu vdy nén c6 khong doi di theo niia.

Vinh Thai di hau dén trua chang méi veé.
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Thu Ha nghe ti€éng xe hoi v0 san, cd budc ra
c6 y muon biét coi toa c6 tha thang Mau hay
khong. Vinh Thai thay vg thi cudi ngdén ngoén
va noi rang:

— Toi xin hét stic ma khong dugc. Toa kéu
an no bon thang tu.

Thu Ha chidu may dap rang:

— N6 v0 t6i ma lap muu hai dugc n6 nhu
vay, coi minh ddc 4c la dudng nao.

— Toi xin khong dugc, tai toa kéu an nd,
ché phai tai toi hay sao?

— Dau bita nay minh cé xin cho né di niia,
minh cting khong chudc cdi téi ac ctia minh
dugc. Toi s¢g e minh khong khoi cdi qua bao
nay dau.

— Ht, qua bdo cai gi? N6 khinh khi t6i thi
no6 phai ¢ tu. Co6 vay n6é mdi tén.

— N6 dai n6 ndi bdy, thi minh da danh né
gan chét rdi, chua vtia hay sao?
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— Toéi khong hiéu tai sao ma minh binh
thang Mau qua.

— Phai. Téi binh thang Mau. Téi binh n¢ la
vi no6 vo tdi. Duy cé hang ngudi gia doi doc ac
nhu minh dé thi méi khong biét thuong ai hét,
cti ki€ém chuyén ma chdt dau 16t da ngudi ta,
biét hon?

Vinh Thdi run vai bo di thay do. Thu Ha
ngoé theo chong, c6 gidn lung lam. Dén x¢€ hai
vg chong 6ng Hai Stiu dat nhau ra ki€ém Thu Ha
ma khdc ké nodi oan cta con. Thu Ha da dong
long ma lai béi r6i, c6 khong biét liéu phuong
nao ma lam cho hai vg chong 6ng Hai Stiu b6t
budn, c6 mdéi mao t lay mot tram dong bac ma
dua cho va noi ring:

— Viéc da 16 roi. Thoi, hai 6ng ba dung c6
budn, 6 bon thang tu ciing khong chét dau ma
sg. Ai ngay ai gian c¢6 troi dat lam ching cho.
Vino & véi ba to6i nén n6 mang hai do. Vay toi
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cho 6ng ba mot tram dong bac ma thudng bon
thang tu dé. Hai vg chong 6ng Hai Stiu lay bac
di vé, ma cting khong hét khéc.
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CHUONG 10
CHA TRACH CON

Mét cO thiéu ni, c6 sac cé hanh, cé
hoc thtc it nhiéu, cé long thuong noi
giong, ma cha me lai giau cé niia. Lam nguoi
ma dugc nhu vay, thi sy vui suéng da thay
trudc mat, cé ai dam doan mot ngay kia phai
chiu kho nao bao gio.

Toi nghiép cho Thu Ha! Co thay vui sudng
ma roi c6 khong dugc hudng? Co tudng 1a khoi
kho nao, té ra bay gid c6 phai mang. Khi chong
mdi di noi, c6 vui miing khong biét chiing nao.
Chang nhiing 13 ¢6 vui mting dugc ldy chong
hoc giéi ma thoi, ¢6 lai con vui miing dugc két
nghia tram ndm véi mot ngudi biét thuong
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nudc thuong dan, biét lo binh vuc bon yéu hen,
khong chiu lon cui ma mua danh chac lgi. H6i
6i! Su vui muing cua cd d6 mau tan cling nhu
bot nudc, mau ra cing nhu mu suong.

Ngudi chong ma cd quyét kinh trong tron
doi do, bay gid c6 méi hay nd la mot dda bom
bai, rat doc ac, n6 da khong biét thuong ai, nd
da khong biét binh ai, ma n6 lai con gid doi
hung bao hon bon ta dién ctia c6 hét thay. Ma
nguoi chong ay c¢6 phdi dn 6 v6i ndé cho dén
man doi, cd6 phai vung theo y né luén luodn,
néu co6 dut day cang thudng thi c6 mang tiéng
16n chong”, néu c6 ndng 16i phan doi thi co
mang tiéng vo dd! Tinh canh nhu thé, con gi
ma mong vui suéng. Can s6 nhu thé, lam sao
ma khong sau nao.

Nguoi ta buon, ngudi ta con ¢6 chi em dé
phan tran than thd, may cling c6 thé ma khuay
lang dugc chut dinh. Tham thay! Thu Ha khong

con me ma ciing khong cé chi em, cai kho tam

37 bd, phan chong
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ndy biét to vdi ai, biét cung ai ma than than
trach phan. Ma té lam gi, than lam gi. Minh té
ct chi dé tién cua chong cho ngudi khac biét,
thi minh tai tot gi¢* Minh than than minh vo
duyén vo phudc v6i ngudi khac, roi ho lam
cho minh hét sau hét tham dugc hay sao? Bai
Thu Ha nghi nhu véy, nén c6 6m sau ap tham &
trong long, chi ban dém c6 up mdt trén géi ma
khoc tham do thoi ché khong co6 noi mot ti€ng
gi, hodc lam viéc gi dé€ to y khinh bi chong cho
toi té hodc ta dién thay dugc.

TU nay co coi cdi than c6 cling nhu khuac
cdy, an 6 v6i chong ma khong c6 tinh nghia chi
hét. Tt nay cd coi chong c6 cling nhu khong
cd, cO mudn tinh viéc gi tu y ¢, chong muon
lam viéc gi ty y chong, c6 khong ban luéan, c6

khong khuyén giai chuyén gi hét.

VinhThai thay vg khong cdi 1€ vé chuyén
cta chang lam niia, thi chang phan chi quyét
sé thi hanh cai chti nghia chan hung kinh té
ctia chang. Thu Ha khong them néi téi, song co
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ddn riéng ta dién, ta thd hé ai bi Vinh Thai b
budc hoac hiép dap, thi t6i noi cho co6 hay.

Thu Ha hét trong mong cai luong xa hoi,
khai héa dong bao dugc niia, thi c6 lai quyét
lay stc riéng ctia c6 ma giup ich cho ba con
nha ngheo trong lang. C6 don cdi nha duéi cho
trong, roi cd d€ ban dé ghé lam ciing nhu mot
cai truong hoc. Co biéu hét thay nhiing nguoi
trong x6m, ai c6 con dem dén dang c6 day cho
chung n6 hoc. Méi btia dau ma con nit da tyu
dén dong ntt, va trai va gai ké hon ba muai
dua. Co6 thay co diia quan do rach ta toi, c6 chiu

khong dugc.

Chiéu lai c6 ngdi xe di lén chg, c6 mua van,
mua gidy, mua viét, mua muc, ma co lai con
mua vai den vai trang rit nhiéu ntia. Sing biia
sau, con nit tyu téi cd phat cho moi dua mot
cuon van. Co lai kéu it nguoi vo ta dién & gan
tyu téi, roi co dua vai ra bi€u cat ma may 4o
quan ddng c6 cho may dtia nho rach rudi do
ban. C6 ngdi ma day con nit hoc AB, tuy la mét
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song c6 quén hét sy buodn buc, nén c6 lam on
con nit nha ngheéo, ma c6 lai cdm on ching n6
vO cung.

Vinh Thdi thay cong viéc ctua vg lam, tuy
chang khong cén, song chang run vai tré moi
ma noi rang:

— Khéo lam chuyén bd lap*.

Thu Ha mé trudng day hoc méi dugc it
btia, ké vg chong Ba Hi ¢ dudi Can Tho lén
tham. Thu Ha nghe xe hoi ngling trudc cta,
khong biét la xe ctia ai. C6 sai thang Tung chay
ra coi roi né tré vo thua rang xe ctia vg chong Ba
Hi. Co lat dat 1én trén nha trén ma ti€p khach,
chdng deé co vita méi ding day, thi vg B4 Hi da
xuong t6i chd c6 day hoc. Vg Ba Hi thay con
nit ngdi vay xung quanh Thu Ha thi nang cudi
ngat roi ndi rang:

— Co6 lam cdi gi d6. Day hoc tro hay sao?

Thu Ha ciing cudi ma dap rang:

38 bay ba
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— Thua, em day hoc. Buon qua nén day tré
em cua l6i xém choi. Xua ray anh Hai chi Hai
manh ha? Cé anh Hai l1én khong?

— C6. Cha chd! C6 c6 chong rdi co rut &
trong nha hoai, khong chiu di dau hét. Sao
khong xudng Can Tho choi vay hi?

— Thiét xua ray em khong xuong thdm anh
Hai chi Hai dugc, em 16i lung qué. Song em xin
chi Hai xét lai ma tha 16i cho em. Ba em di du
lich, giao hét viéc nha cho em, vi vay em méi
khong di dau dugc ché khong phai em vo tinh
vGi chi.

— D hon! Nha c6 xe hoi, chay di choi mot

ngay mot budi roi vé, ai biing nha dem di dau
hay sao ma sg nén bo bo 6 nha ma gii hoai vay.

— Da biét nhu vay dé ché. Ngat vi di ma
khong yén trong long thi c6 vui vé ma di... dau
dé em lén nha trén chao anh Hai. M&i chi 1én
trén nay.

Hai c6 dit nhau tré 1én nha trén. Thu Ha
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chao miing Ba Hi r6i mai vo Ba Hi lai van ngoi
udng nudc.

B4 Hi v6i Vinh Thai no6i chuyén va cudi om
som.

Cach mdt hoi hai chang dat nhau ra ngoai
san ma coi xe hoi. Vg Ba Hi ng6 mat Thu Ha va
héi rang:

— Co6 lam gidng gi, ma lic nay c6 6m dd
vay?

— Em buo6n qua, nén phai om.

— Sao ma buon? Buon viéc gi? Vg chong co6
ray ra véi nhau hay khong?

Thu Ha nghe céu hoi sau d6 c6 lay lam cam
xuc. CoO tia nudc mat, mudén nhon dip nay ma
bay t6 tam su cho chi nghe. Ma rdi, c6 nghi dau
vg chong Ba Hi biét dugc can nguyén sy buon
cta co, thi cting khong sta tanh tinh, y chi caa
Vinh Thai dugc, géi vdy c6 ddn long gid vui ma
dap rang:
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— Tti khi ma em mat dén béy giG, em thuong
nhd hoai, khong ngudi trong long dugc. Em
buodn viéc dé ché cé buodn viéc chi ntia dau.

— Tai s6 troi dinh di t6i tling tudi dé ma
thoi, em chang nén budn childm. Em budn roi
di song lai dugc hay sao?

— Chi ndi cling phai. Ngat vi hoi md em con
sanh tién, em thuong ma em lam, nén bay gic
em kho nguoi. Ché chi ma em con song...

Thu Ha mdi noéi ntia cdu sau, rdi cd chay
nudc mat, néi khong dugc nita. Vg Ba Hi thay
vay, mdi lua 161 khuyén do, r6i kiém chuyén vui
ma noi cho Thu Ha quén ndi buon.

B4 Hi trd vo nha roi thdng lai ché Thu Ha
ngoi ma hoi tham tin tic cta thay Hoi dong
Chéanh. Chang noéi chuyén véi Thu Ha vui vé vo
cung, lai ngudi vg cling xen vo, vg chong pha
lting v6i nhau, coi bd tam dau y hiép, tuong
than tuong ai lam.
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Thu Ha cam khach & lai an com chiéu roi
sé vé. Ba Hi ndi minh da c6 hen 16 véi ngudi ta
ddng noi chuyén hun dua xe hoi, bdi vay dung
bon giod, chang tl gid vog chong Vinh Thai roi
ho6i vg 1én xe ma vé. Thu Ha dua khach ra xe,
vg Ba Hi con kéu ma noi véi rang:

— Biia nao ranh, hai 6ng ba xuéng choi
nghe hon. Toi trong 1am da.

Thu Ha gat dau ma c6 tia nudc mat. Co trd
v0 nha ngoi day con nit, c6 nhé vg chong Ba Hi
than i v6i nhau, roi c6 nghi dén phan 6 thi co
lay lam dau dén trong long. C6 chong tay cui
mdt xuoéng ban ma khdc. Sdp con nit dom thay,
chac la ching n6 buon, nén ngoi ling trang
khong hoc, khong gidn nhu hoi nay nita. Co
khéc mét roi, rdi ¢6 lau nude mat va hoi sap
nho hoc.

Cudi thang ba, troi bat dau mua mot dam
rat 16n, nong phu ai ndy déu lo sam rua, phang,
cay, bla, truc, ddng ché ruéng c6 nuéc ma don
dat gieo ma. Khi Vinh Thai xu6ng nha Huong
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hao Diéu choi va biéu anh ta di nhac ta dién
ddng ho dén vay bac hoac vay lua. Ta dién y c6
161 cua Thu Ha dén trudc nén cé vai ngudi ting
tién, ho mdi dén lam gidy ma ldy bac, con bao
nhiéu, ho nin hét khong them dén.

Thay Hoi dong Chanh du lich ngoai Trung
ky rdi 1an 14n thay di thang ra Bac ky. Mdi tuan
1€ thay déu c6 gdi vé cho con gai va ré mdt buic
tho, d€ cho ching nd biét thay di t6i dau. Bic
tho chot thay gdi tai Hai Phong va thay noéi thay
sé di xem vinh Ha Long. Pa hon hai tuan rdi,
Thu Ha khong dugc tin cua cha nia.

Mot budi s6m mai, Vinh Théi dang ray vai
nguoi ta dién & nha trén, vé sy khong chiu hoi
bac, con Thu Ha thi mac day sép con nit & duéi
nha dudi cho ching né doc van, thinh linh ¢6
mot cai xe hoi chay vo ctia, roi thing Tung la
om rang:

— Thay ve? Thay vé?
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Thu Ha lat dat di 1én nha trén, thay cha
xuong xe roi ma con duong ding ngoai clia
ngo, thi c6 miing quynh, cd chay ra chao cha
rdi coi thang Tung vac hanh ly dem v6. Vinh
Thai thoi ray ta dién nia, chang cling chay ra
clia ma mung thay Hoi dong.

Thay Hoi dong Chanh tam rta, thay dao doi
quan roi thay mdi thuat lai cu¢c hanh trinh
cho con ré nghe, thay dén chd nao, dugc thay
phong tuc gi, dugc xem thay canh gi, thay thuat
du hét. Sau rot thay lai néi rang:

— Co6 di choi méi thay rd hién trang cta
nudc nha. Ba thay ba buon qua? Tu Nam chi
Bac quyén lgi vé thuong mai va cong nghé thi
ngudi ngoai quoc ho chodn ma hudng hét.
Dong bao ta néu khong loi nhoi trong chén
rudng ray, thi la lam mudn cho thién ha. Tinh
canh nhu vay, biét chling nao mdi leo 1én dugc
ma ngoi cai dia vi chti nhon ong.

Thu Ha tuy mtling cha, nhung ma nghe cha
than may 16i thi c6 budn hiu. Con Vinh Thai,
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chang hi hén nhu thudng, nghe sy dau dén
chung nhu vay chang da khong dong long, ma
chang lai buong 16i ndi rang:

— Ngudi minh con ngu qud, sanh véi Chét,
minh con thua xa, chdng luadn ngudi Au chau.

Thu Ha chau may diang day di lién, co
khong muon nghe chong ndi nita. Dén biia
com thay Hoi dong néi chuyén véi con ré, thay
to y rdng trong vai thang ntia thay sé xin gidy
thong hanh di du lich may nudc & mién cuc
bong nhu: Trung qudc, Nhut Bon, Li Tong*,
Xiém La. Thu Ha viia nghe cha tinh di nta thi
c6 ndi rang:

— Ba & nha, ba di chi ntia ba.

L&i c6 nodi nghe rat bi ai, bo ¢6 ngoi coi rat
budn tham. Ngudi cd v, ai nghe 16i cd noi, ai
thay bd c6 ngoi thi cling biét co sg cha di choi
nlia lam, nén xin cha & nha. Béi vi thay Hoi
dong vo v, lai thay khong dé & nha c6 chuyén
chi nén thay cudi va noi rang:

39 dao Lucon, tén dao 16n nhat cta Phi Luat Tan. Thanh ph6 Manila
nam trén dao nady
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— C6 sao ma sg, minh biét nuéc minh, ma
minh cling phai biét nudc nguoi niia, rdi minh
so sanh cdi nao d& cia minh ma chtia, cai nay
hay ctia ho ma hoc ché.

Thay Hoi dong nghi vai ngay khoe roi, thay
mdi biéu sép-pho dem xe ra cho thay di Bo Ot
ma thdm ngudi chu la Huong cha Lung. Khi
stia soan ra di, thay hoi Thu Ha rang:

— Ua? Thing Mau di d4u, ma méy biia ray
ba vé, ba khong thady mdt n6 vay con?

— Thua né & tu.
— Sao vay?

— N6 noi Ién anh Hai v6i thang Cén sao do,
khong biét, nén danh no6 réi thua né véi toa bd
tu no.

— Dt hon! N6 ¢6 néi 1én thi ray cho né s¢
ma thoi, sao lai lam cho no & tu lan?

Thu Ha day mat cho khac, khong muén tra
161, ma cting khong ddm ngo cha. Thay Hoi dong
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di choi, chang hiéu tén s6p pho hay la Huong
chu Lung ndi véi thay lam sao, ma chiéu thay
vé, sac mat buon xo. Ngoi an com thay khong
noéi chuyén, lai chiing an com roi, thay kéo ghé
xich du ra trudc hién ma nam, thay ct gac tay
qua trdn ma suy nghi, khong ndi téi ai hét.

Thay cho dén t6i, thay kéu con va ré ra dling
hai bén, roi thay hdi bong 1ong, khong biét hoi
con hay la hoi ré:

— Ba di khoi, con & nha lam sao ma ho than
van qua vay hu?

Thu Ha cui dau ldng thinh, khong trd 16i.

Vinh Thdi cu6i ngon ngoén va hdi lai thay
Ho¢i dong rang:

— Thua, ba di khoi, con & nha lo quan xuat
viéc nha. Con tinh lam cong chuyén bon bon.
Con cé dinh cdi luong cach cho muén rudng
dat lai. Ma con lam dau thi trang luat dé, cd cdi
gi ma ho than van?



Khéc tham § 195
— Phdi. Theo 161 ngudi ta ndi thi con cai
luong cach cho muén ruong dat thiét. Ngat
céd mot diéu nay: chd chi con cai luong cho ta
dién, ta thd nguoi ta nho thi ba cling cau, cai
nay con cdi luong ding 10t da ngudi ngheo thi
toi nghiép cho ngudi ta qud, sao con nd lam
nhu vay?

— Thua, con 10t da ai dau?

— Hti! Vdy ma con cai niia sao? D€ ba hoi
con: c6 phai & nha, con bay hé ai lam mot tram
cong rudng thi phai vay ndm chuc gia lta, hoac

ndm chuc dong bac hay khong?

— Thua, phai!

— Lua nam chuc gia t6i ky phai tra tdm chuc
gia! Bac cling vay, vay ndm chuc dong t6i ngay
phai trd tdm chuc dong!

~ Y con muén giup cho té dién 1am &n, ho
khoi di vay di hoi ngudi ngoai bi bé budc dan
thic. Ay 1a con lam on cho ho ché.
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— Cat hong ngudi ta ma an 15i, lam on noi
gi? Nguoi ta khong can dung, ma cling ép ngudsi
ta phai vay, thi la hi€p nguoi ta qua!

— Thua ba nghi lai ma coi. Hét thay cha
dién ho cho vay von mdt tram ho an 16i mot
tram, con dinh s6 161 ¢6 sau chuc ma cat hong
cai gi?

— Ho la xa tri*, ho khong biét thuong nha
nghéo, ho khong ké noi giong, ho lam sao thay
ké ho, minh phén bi véi bon quay nhu vay ma
lam gi?

— C6 di tu thi méilam phudc, ché hé ralam
an thi phai tinh 1gi cht. O bén Tay ciing vay, hé
gap cdi gi cd lgi thi phai lam, ché 6 nhon nghia
qua thi lam giau sao dugc.

— Thud nay ba thuong con nha ngheo lam,
giét nha ngheo ding ma lam giau, ba khong thé
lam dugc. Con ta dién ctia minh, thi minh phai
dé dat cho nguoi ta &, con bay dat thau tién dat
nguoi ta chi vay?

40 ngudi An D¢ cho vay in 16i cit c§
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— Thua, dat ba mua cing bac ngan ché! Lai
nha nudc danh thué ché cé chuidn mién cho
ba dau. Néu ba cho thién ha ho & thi, roi ba lay
tién dau ma dong thué.

— Hu! Déng thué lai phai hét bao nhiéu do
ma phai can cho ta diéu chiu! Minh dong thué
cho nha ngheo ho dugc & yén 6n lai hai gi hay
sao!

— Troi 6i! Ba 6 nhu vay thi gia tai cta ba
nha ngheo ho dn hét con gi?

— Theo 1é tu nhién, ké khon thi phai thuong
keé dai, ké giau phai gitp ngudi nghéo ché. Néu
khong thuong, khong giup nhau thi sao goi la
nghia dong bao dong loai cho dugc. Ma con
budc vay va con thau tho cu cling chua ac cho
lam. Con bay dao mo6 cu6c ma dem chén cho
khac, bang khong thi phai dong cho con méi
cai ma moi ndm mot dong bac, cai dé bay qua,
ngudi ta hdn con la tai cai do da. Gat gao chi
lam vay hu?
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— Thua, khong phai gat. M6 ma thi phai
chon theo nghia dia ché dé chon bay chon ba
thi hu rudng dat hét con gi. Rudng dat gia mot
ngay mot thém cac, néu khong gin giti cho ho
pha tan, thi mat gia con gi.

— Tha la rudng cua ba mat gia, ché ba kho-
ng nd dao mod cudc ma o6ng ba ngudi ta dau
con.

Thay Hoi dong noi rat nghiém chinh, lam
cho Vinh Thdi khong ddm cai ntia. Thay ldng
thinh suy nghi mot hoi réi thay ndi rang:

— Ba tudng con la dta biét lo boi dap qué
huong, biét lo gido hda chung tdc. Té ra con
mdi lam tht ma ba da thdy chi con quyét giét
nha ngheéo ma lam giau, thé thi lam sao ma ba
dam phu thac viéc nha cho con dugc. Con phai
déi tanh di, con phai 1am theo nhiing 16i con
noéi chuyén véi ba hoi con dén tham ba lan dau
dé. Vay thi méi phai la thanh nién tdn hoc, méi
phai 1a con nha Viét Nam, cht néi mot dudng
roi lam mot ngd thi uéng cai cong con an hoc
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lam.

Vinh Thaildy lam hé then, nhung ma chang
khong muon chiu thua, nén cit tiéng dap rang:

— Thua ba, con la buc thanh nién tan hoc,
khai hoa qué huong la muc dich cta con...

Chang méi néi may tiéng thi thay Hoi dong
khodt tay néi rang:

— Thoéi! Thoéi! Con dling noéi gi ntia hét.
Con phai xét minh ma stia tdnh trudc di da. Ba
mudn thay con lam, ché ba khong muén nghe
con ndi niia dau. Thoi, hai con v6 ngu di.

Vinh Thai riu riu di v6. Thu Ha buén hiu,
cd cling theo chong ma vo nha. Sang biia sau,
c6 may muoi ta dién kéo dén ma xin vdi thay
Hoi dong dang khoi vay bac hodc vay lua.

Thay Hoi dong cudi va ndi rang:

— Thang Hai né néi chai véi ba con ché
nod cd ép ai dau. Ai can dung thi t6i giap bang
khong can thi thoi. Toi ciing khong thau tho



200 § Ho6 Biéu Chanh

cu, khong thau mo ma chi hét. Ba con hay yén
tam. TU ray sap lén toi khong di choi niita dau
ma SG.

Vinh Thdi nghe cha vg néi nhu vay thi cang
bu6n ma lai ¢6 sac gidn nia.
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CHUONG 11

VO PHIEN CHONG

‘|I‘ hay Hoi déng Chanh khong tinh di
du lich nia. Thay & nha dang lay cai
quyén cai quan rudng dat lai, cho Vinh Thai
hét phuong lam hai con nha ngheo.

Co6 mot biia, thay to y mudn cho Cong Cin
di Tay ma hoc cho mau. Thu Ha viia nghe cha
ndi nhu vay thi cé déc vo rang:

—Batinh cai d6 haylam daba. Hom nay con
cling muon xin véi ba cho em con di, nhung vi
s¢ ba khong vui long nén con chua ddm noi.

Thay Hoi dong lién di lo xin gidy t0, roi
thay lén trudng dem Cong Céan vé 6 nha choi it
btia dang c6 xudng tau.

Thu Ha ldng xdng lo may do quan, lo mua
ruong trap stia soan hanh ly cho em di. Gan
t6i ngay tau chay, thay Hoi dong vé6i vo chong
Vinh Thai déu dua Cong Can lén Sai Gon.
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Vinh Thai véi thay Hoi dong mac di mua
gidy tau va ddi it tram quan tién tdy cho Cong
Cén bo tui xuéng tau ma xai. Thu Ha & trong
khach san véi em, c6 thuia dip vang chong, vang
cha, c6 méi néi véi em rang:

— Ba ma sinh ¢6 hai chi em minh ma thoi.
Phén chila gai, chang ké chi. C6 mét minh em 1a
trai, em phai gang stic ma hoc cho thanh cong,
ddng ngay kia em tré vé, em lo béi dap cho qué
huong, em lam ré rang cho dong giong. Em
phai ghi trong tri ma nhé luon ludn rang em di
du hoc la hoc cho qué huong, hoc cho ching
toc, ché khong phai hoc cho c6 tri thiic dang dé
kiém gao, kiém tién, hodc hoc cho khon ngoan
ddng hi€p ké ngu dai nhu ho vay.

Cai than chi bay gi¢ con cling nhu mat,
song ma khong c6 cht hudéng, khong c6 muc
dich, gdm ching khéac nao mdt khic ciy kho,
da khong c6 ich chi cho doi ma sg e ngay kia
chang khoi 1am budn cho ba nita. Chi nghi t&i
phan s6 cta chi, thiét chi tic khong biét chiing
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nao...

Thu Ha néi t6i d6 roi c6 khdc dam dé, kho-
ng noéi dugc nita. Cong Can khong 16 tam su
cta chi, nhung ma tro nghe chi than bao nhiéu
dé thi hiéu chi budn vé noi chong.

Tro ngoi suy nghi mot hoi rdi ndi rang:

— Chd chi hai d6 chi diing thém 1dy chong,
dé bay gid chi em minh di hét qua bén Tay ma
hoc, thi vui qua.

Thu Ha nguéc mat 1én ngd em tran tran,
nudc mat con chay rong rong ma cd khong lau,
c6 nhin em mot hoi rdi co thd ra ma ndi rang:

— Chi c6 de dau. Bay gio biét an nan thi da
muon roi.

Tau gan chay, nén lo ché d6 dac dua Cong
Cén xudng tau. Vinh Thai néi v6i Cong Cén tia
lia, day cdch di doc dudng, dan cach dn & bén
Phép, lam cho thay H¢i dong v6i Thu Ha kho-
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ng ndi chi dugc hét. Luc tau gan kéo neo, Thu
Ha ndi v6i em may 16i nay:

— Thoéi em di manh gidi. Em phai nhé may
161 chi ddn dé nhé. C6 ndi rdi lién theo chong
vGi cha ma trd 1én bo, via di vira lau nuGe mat.

Cat tién, ban lua, cho vay bac, hay la cho
mudn, viéc nao thady Hoi dong ciing bon than
lo lang hét thay, ché thay khong biéu con ma
cting khong cédy ré lam dum. Vg chdng Vinh
Thai ct dn 6 khong.

Thu Ha nhé ¢6 cha ¢ nha nén c6 b6t buon,
lai nhd may muoi con nit trong xém dén hoc
do6 ntia, cd mac day do san sdc ching nd, nén
c6 quén ndi niém tam sy dugc chut it.

Vinh Thai mat quyén cai quan, chang lay
lam phién, chang nghi vg ké vach véi cha nén
cha mdéi hét tin cdy, béi vay tuy chang kho-
ng noéi ra, song trong tri chang oan vg lam.
Thudng biia chang hay cdm banh xe hoi ma di
choi mot minh. Con biia nao an com chiéu roi,
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troi toi thi chang di ra 10 r6i men men xudng
nha Huong hao Diéu ma ndéi chuyén. Thu Ha
coi chong ciing nhu khong c6, béi vay chong di
dau ty y chong, c6 khong hé hoi tham téi.

Mot dém no, nhon dip thay Hoi dong noi
chuyén véi con ré, Vinh Thai méi noéi rang:

— Thua ba, luc ba di khéi, con & nha con c6
di choi trén phia Mdc Can Dung, con thay miét
trén rudng tot ma gia ré, nén con c6 mua nam
chuc mau. Tuy con mua nam chuc mau nhung
bay gi¢ thanh t6i mot traim ndm chuc mau, bgi
vi c6 hai miéng dat cdp hai bén dd, cong 16i mot
tram mau, ho khai pha trong tia hét roi, song
ho chiém déat quoc gia ma ho khong cé khén,
con do chic roi nén con da vd don xin khéan
tai quan chu tinh. S6m mudn gi hai miéng dat
ay cling sé vé con nita. Con tinh & khong cting
v0 ich, vay con xin ba cho con mugn mot ngan
dong bac dang con lam von lén Mic Can Dung
cay cay s¢ dat ctia con do choi. Mua roi ho lam
lGa sa trung qua, con chac sé lam dugc, lai cé



206 § Ho6 Biéu Chanh

anh Huong hao Diéu dnh hta coi dim cho con
thi con khong lo chi nita.

Thay Hoi dong 1ong tai nghe 16 rdi thay néi
huén dai rang:

— Con muén lam an thi ba giup tién cho,
cai dé thi dugc. Nhung ba khuyén con dling
co tinh giut dat ctia nguoi ta. Cai dé ac lam.
Nguai ta d6 mo héi, x6t con mat méi khai pha
dugc mot khoanh dat ma cay laa. Néu con lap
muu ké ma lay cua ngudi ta nhu vay tuc ngudsi
ta, ho khong dung con dau.

Vinh Thai cudi va dap rang:

— Thua ba, viéc d6 khong hai gi. Hé minh
lam du phép thi thoi. Ma nhu ba khong muon
cho con khén thi d€ con lam tht nam chuc mau
dat cta con dé trong mdt mua coi nhu kha thi
con kiém dat xung quanh ma mua thém nfa,
moi nam mua thém mot miéng, c6 1é mot ngay
kia cling sé nhiéu dugc. Bay gid con phai khoi
su cat mot cai nha, mua vai doi trau.
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Thay Hoi dong gat dau ndi rang:

— Nhu con mua diat ma lam thi dugc. Ba sé
gitup von cho con ding cat nha mua trau. Bay
gio con muon lay bao nhiéu tién.

— Thua, mdt ngan.

— D€ sang r6i ba sé dua cho. Ma con noéi
thang Huong hao Diéu no sé gidp véi con; nd
di 1én trén roi, ai lam rudng cho n6 dudi nay?

— Thua, anh 1én xudéng, hé dudi nay cé viéc
lam thi anh vé, chting nao ranh thi anh chay
1én trén coi dum cho con. Rudng dudi ndy dé,
chi muén ngudi ta lam cling dugc, khong can
gi co anh.

— Néu né co liéu giup dugc cho con thi
cang tot. No la dta trung tin, con tin vay dugc,

ché dtia khac khong xong dau.

— Thua, anh da htia chac véi con roi. Con
lai c6 hita hé chd nao ho c6 ban ndm mudi mau
con sé thua véi ba gitip bac cho anh mua ding
anh 1am riéng. Anh nghe néi nhu vay coi bo
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anh ham lam.

— Mua mang da t6i roi. Néu mudn lam thi
lam riét, ché khong thi tré con gi.

— Thua, hé ba dua bac thi con di lam lién.
— D€ sang r6i ba dua.

Sang biia sau thay Hoi dong dua cho Vinh
Thai mot ngan dong bac. Vinh Thai bon than
di xudng kéu Huong hao Diéu 1én stia soan di
Midc Can Dung. Thay Hoéi dong thay Huong
hao Diéu thi thay néi rang:

— May thao cong viéc lam rudng. May rang
gitp stic v6i thang Hai: hé né c6 com thi tu
nhién may c6 chdo. Lam di, lam tha m¢6t mua
coi, nhu cd kha thi tao gium bac cho may mua
moét miéng dat ma lam riéng nia.

Huong hao Diéu nghe chu hua giup bac
mua dat thi anh ta 14y lam dac y, nén coi bo sot
sang stia soan ma di lam.

An com sém mai r6i, Vinh Thai lay xe hoi
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ma ché Huong hao Diéu di Mac Can Dung.

Luc ban dau, 16p thi lo quy tu ta dién, 16p
thi lo cét choi cit trai nén Vinh Thai d€ Huong
hao Diéu & trén rudng roi moét vai ngay chang
chay lén thdm chting va doc stic mot lan. Vi
rudng & dudi My Thanh cdy tré, Huong hao
Diéu chua c6 cong viéc gi lam 6 dudi nay, nén
anh ta khong can vé nha, ct & miét trén Mdc
Can Dung.

Co btia Vinh Thadi di tham rudng vé, roi toi
lai chang di xu6ng nha Huong hao Diéu, chang
ndi rang Huong hao Piéu cé nhan 16i véi vo
nén phai xuong ndi lai véi chi ta. Viéc nhu vay
c6 1é kéu v¢ Huong hao Diéu lén nha ma néi
cling dudgc, song anh ta khong kéu lai chiu cuc
ra di. Ma viéc nhu vay c6 1€ noi chiing vai phut
dong ho cling xong; anh ta ndi cach nao khong
biét ma & gan trot gio mdi chiu di vé.

Co btta Vinh Thai lai ché vg con Huong
hao Diéu di 1én rudng, chang néi rang Huong
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hao Diéu nhé con nén cay dem lén cho anh ta
tham. Ma hé c6 vg con Huong hao biéu di, thi
chang cam banh xe ma dua di, ché khong cho
sép-pho theo, lai chting vé thi hét canh mot
mdi vé t6i nha, ché khong chiu vé sém nhu
may btia khac. Di tham vg Huong hao biéu
trong lac ban dém va ché vo Huong hao Diéu
1én tham rudng thuong lam, cai ct chi nhu vay
thiét la dé cho ngudi ta nghi.

Nhung vi thay Hoi dong vo y, con Thu Ha
thi c6 khong ké t6i chong, nén trong nha kho-
ng ai noéi ti€éng gi, Vinh Thai méi tu do khong
ai ngai chi hét.

Lua trén Mdc Can Dung sa xong r6i, Huong
hao Diéu méi tré vé dang don nha ma cay dat
ctia minh lam duéi My Thanh. Cé Huong hao
biéu vé, Vinh Thai lai cang xuong nha choi
thuong hon nitia; c6 Huong hao Diéu & nha,
chang cing 6 no6i chuyén, ma dau Huong hao
biéu c6 mac di ra rudong di nia thi chang ciing
cu viéc G chai.
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Trong luc sau day vg Huong hao Diéu lai
cang trang diém hon hoi trudc nta, t6i ngay
thudng di giay di guéc médc quan lanh do lua,
gd dau lang nhuot, danh rang trang trong, lai
c6 mua xa bong thom dé€ rtia tay, mua nudc
thom dé€ rtia mat. Con thang Dang 1a con cua
Huong hao Diéu, bay gid n6 lai c6 nén tay ma
doi, no lai cé trai banh ma choi; hé n6 doi an
banh thi ma no6 lai c6 banh mi hop ma cho né
dn niia. Vinh Thai than thiét v6i Huong hao
Diéu, tu nhién vg con Huong hao Diéu dugc
sung sudng; nguoi trong xém khong ai nghi
viéc chi hét, ma dau ai c6 nhiéu chuyén, muon
nghi bay ba di ntia, thi ciing nghi dé bung ché

chiang ddm ndi ra.

Mot budi sém mai, 6ng Hoi dong Chanh
mac di dam gi6 dudi nha 6ng Huong chu Lung.
Ba Hi dat mot ngudi anh em ban & dugi Can
Tho lén thdm Vinh Thai r6i ra Vinh Thai di 1én
Chau Doc diang xem nui Sam choi. Vinh Thai
thay do rdi lén xe B4 Hi ma di, tinh 1én Chau
Doc sé an com.
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Thu Ha & nha mot minh, c6 day sap con
nit t6i mudi gio roi cd cho chung nd vé. Co dn
so sia ba hot com roi di ra di vo mot hoi, trong
long sanh budn, nén c6 1dy cai khan duong théu
ntia chling, c6 dem ra phia trudc nam trén ghé
xich du ma théu.

Gio6 théi hiu hiu, trong nha ling 1€, may
dtia & déu luc duc phia dudi nha sau. Dria thi
kiém chd nghi ngoi, dtia thi xdch nudc rua
chén. Thu Ha tay thi lui kim rat chi, mat thi
cham bam ngé dudng théu, ma tri lai nghi dén
duyén phan cua minh.

Thinh linh c¢é thay béng ngudi budc lén
thém, c6 day mat ngo ra, thi la Huong hao
biéu budc vo, c6 dat thang con 1a thang Dang
theo ntta. C6 khong ngoéi ddy, ci nam ma théu
va hoi rang:

— Pi choi, anh Huong hao. Thang nho anh
trong dén ha? Qua sang nam anh cho n6 1én
trén ndy toi day dum no hoc.
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Huong hao Diéu ding ng6 dén dac, duong
nhu khong nghe may 16i cua Thu Ha ndi; anh
ta da khong tra 16i ma lai hoi rang:

— Hoi nay to6i thay dugng Hai di xe hoi véi
ai do, phai hon c6?

~ U. Anh Hai t6i 6 dudi Can Tho 1én réi ra
nhau di dau d6 khong biét.

Huong hao biéu dung x6 r6, ngd quanh
quit mot hoi niia roi ndi rang:

— Chu c6 6 nha khong c¢6 Hai?

— Ba toi di dam gi6 dudi ong t6i. Anh hoi
ba tdi chi vay?

Thu Ha liéc mat thay Huong hao Diéu mat
may buon xo ma nudc mat lai rung bung chay,
c6 lay lam la bén ngoi day ngé ngay Huong hao
Dbiéu ma hoi ring:

— Anh c¢6 viéc chi ma coi bo anh budn di
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vay?

Co 1é su buon ctia Huong hao Diéu né tran
tré trong long khong thé ngan chan lai dugc
nifa, nén anh ta viia nghe hoi nhu vay thi nudc
mat tuon dam dé. Anh lay vat 4o va lau nudc
mat va ndi rang:

— To6i 6 viéc budn qua, nén toi thay dugng
Hai di khoi, t6i tinh 1én dang ndéi chuyén cho
chu nghe.

— Anh buon vé viéc gi? dau, anh ndi cho toi
nghe roi ba toi vé toi thua lai véi ba toi, dugc
hén?

Huong hao biéu du du khéong muon néi.
Anh ta va khéc va néi rang:

— Duong Hai & bay qua. Dudng nhe dudng
lay vo toi.

Thu Ha nghe mdy tiéng 4y vang tai, chdng
khac nao sét danh. Co6 bo hai chon xudng dat,
mat ngd sting Huong hao Diéu, nghen cling
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trong c6, khong biét sao ma ndi dugc. Huong
hao biéu ding khdc ram rtic. Thu Ha chdng
tay 1én cam, day mdt ngd ngoai sin, ma nudc
mat cling chdy rong rong.

Thing Dang budng tay tia n6 dang chay ra
tride hién ma choi. Trong nha im lim, trong ra
su budn tham da lai lang cung hét.

Thu Ha ngoi tro tro moét gidy lau roi héi
nho Huong hao Diéu rang:

— Sao anh biét thay Hai 1ay vg anh? Anh c6
bat dugc hay 1a anh nghe ngudi ta no6i?

Huong hao Diéu dap rang:

— Thiét la t6i khong thay. Hoi chiéu hom
qua vg tdi di choi dang x6m, t6i & nha nam ndi
chuyén choi v6i thang nho toi. N6 tho thé hoc
lai t6i mé&i hay. N6 ndi may lan dugng Hai cho
nd véi ma no 1én trén rudng, di vé doc dudng
dugng Hai hay bat né ngdi coi xe, roi dugng
dat ma no6 vo nha nao khong biét, ma & trong
lau 1am r6i méi ra. Cai do6 ciing chua chac ma
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tin, né con ndi nhiéu lan téi khong co6 6 nha,
dugng Hai xudng choi roi dugng Hai vo trong
mung ma nam véi ma né. Cé n6 do, néu khong
tin, c6 kéu no hoi thi coi.

Thu Ha lac ddu ma néi rang:

— Con nit né ndi bay ndi ba, hai stic nao
ma nghe.

— Con nit thdy sao ndi vay, chd no biét
giong gi ma dat chuyén. dau c6 kéu né co6 hoi
r6i né no6i hét cho ¢6 nghe ma.

Huong hao Diéu kéu thang Dang roi noi
vGi no rang:

— Con thay dugng Hai v6i ma con lam sao
dau, con ndi lai cho c6 Hai nghe di con.

Thang nho lac dau khong chiu néi. Cha né
thtc riét nén né mdi néi rang:

— Ma do toi ngt, dugng Hai vo mung dugng
Hai nam ro6i dugng Hai 6m ma. To6i thdy ma c6
hon dugng Hai niia.
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Thu Ha khoat tay, y khong mudn cho noéi
ntia. C6 chay nudc mat rong rong, co 1ay khan
trong tui ra ma lau, r6i néi v6i Huong hao Diéu
rang:

— L&i con nit ma tin sao dugc. Anh hoi
nguoi ta ro6i ngudi ta noi anh bay dat xdi no
ndi nhu vay, anh méi lam sao? Anh c6 bang c6
nao dau ma doi nai?

— Khong, tdi co6 tinh déi nai chi dau. Thué
nay toi nho co chu bao boc nudi dudng roi cudi
vg cho toi. Toi c6 nha &, tdi c6 com dn, toi cling
nhd cha. Ngay hom nay dugng Hai khong nghi
dudng lam viéc nhu vay, t6i lén day t6i lay chu
ma giao nha cta lai, ding t6i dat vg con to6i di
xu khac ma lam an.

— Chi nhu vy ma anh con dat di dau?

— Vg chong da & cd con roi, toi bd nd sao
dugc.

— Chi hu nhu vdy ma anh con thuong chi
hay sao?
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— Vo chong sao lai khong thuong.

Thu Ha lac dau thé ra. C6 ngoi suy nghi
mot hoi lau rdi ¢6 hoi rang:

— Bay gio anh di dau? Anh di ra r6i lam
nghé gi ma an?

— Téi tinh 1én Sai Gon, Chg Lén kiém cho

lam thué lam mudén ma an ciing dugc.

— Anh tinh nhu vay quay lam. Chi ¢6 hu
thi anh bo chi ma ki€ém vg khéc, ché chuyén gi
lai phdi bo xt ma di.

— Vg chong & v6i nhau tam chin ndm rdi,
bay gid bd sao dugc. Ma bo nd, t6i noéi lam sao
ma bo?

— Anh khai t0i chi ra, roi anh dudi chi di
dau chi di, c6 kho gi dau.

— Nhu n6 chéi roi lam sao?

— Néu chi cho6i thi anh rinh bat chi, anh
lam cho v& 1€ ra, thién ha thay rd, thi chi hét
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choi ché gi.

Huong hao Diéu chau may, lang thinh,
ding guc mdt xuéng dat ma suy nghi. Cach
mot hoi anh ta méi ndi rang:

— Co6 ndi phai, khong biét chting con nit n6
néi bdy. Dugng Hai thuong t6i lam, lai dudng
1a ngudi hoc gioi niia, cd 1€ nao dudng & quay
nhu vay. Xin c6 dling noéi lai dugng, ma ciing
diing thua véi cha biét chuyén nay lam chi. dé
thing thang tdi do tinh y con vg tdi coi.

Thu Ha gat dau. Huong hao Diéu dat con
di vé. Thu Ha ngé theo, c6 dau dén trong long,
nhu gan teo, nhu ru¢t that. Chong khon nan
dén nudc nay a?
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CHUONG 12
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VINH THAI BI GIET

“ Ot budi sém mai, thdy Hoi dong
/\ Chanh duong xdn ban & phia trudc

ma coi thang Tung vé phan may bon bong hué.
Co6 ba ngudi la mdt diing ngoai ctia ngd dom
v0, mdt ngudi toc bac rang rung, ban do xuyén
dai, con hai ngudi con trai ban do van quan van.
Thay Hoi dong ngé thay lién kéu ma hoi rang:

— Ai do6? Di c6 viéc chi thi vo day.

Ba ngudi thung thang di vo sin, ngudi ban
ao dai di trudc, con hai ngudi ban 4o van di
sau. Khi may ngudi vo t6i roi, thay Hoi dong
hoi rang:

— May ba con di dau? C6 viéc chi hay
khong?

Co6 mot ngudi ban 4o van déap rang:

— Anh em t6i & trén Mdc Can Dung xuong
kiém thay Hai.
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Thay Hoi dong biétla ta dién cua Vinh Thai,
nén thay dat hét vd nha, roi kéu Vinh Thai ra
noéi chuyén.

Vinh Thdi § trong buong budc ra, biét hai
nguoi ban 4o van 1a ta dién cua minh, nén hoi
rang:

— Hai ngu&i xuong c6 viéc chi?

Hai ngudi 4y xd Vinh Thai ro6i mot ngudi
ndi rang:

— Bam thay, hai anh em t6i thay thay lau
1én nén xuong trudc la tham thay, sau cho thay
hay lia l6ng ndy t6t [am. Mua téi day mot cong
chac khong méat muoilam gia. Ngét vi 1ong nay
anh em t6i hét lua dn, nén xuéng bam thay lam
on gitp cho anh em tdi moi nguoi chting mudi
gia ma dn dg, roi t6i mua anh em t6i tra lai.

Vinh Thai chiu may dap rang:

— May ngudi lam rudng coi 16i thoi qua ma
ct héi tién hdi lta hoai. Hai ngudi thiéu lua an,
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con may ngudi kia thi€u hon?

— Bdm, ai cling thiéu hét. Hai anh em t6i di
day, ho cling cay hoi dum cho ho niia.

— Giong gl ma t6i muoi gia, to6i phat cho
moi nguoi nam gia ma thoi, thiéu dua lam sao
thi lam 14y. May nguoi di vé di, dé€ mai mot toi
biéu Huong hao anh chd lén phat cho.

Vinh Thdi day qua hoéi 6ng gia ban 4o dai
den d¢ rang:

— Con 0ng nay di dau day?

— Thua thay t6i la Nguyén Van Khoe, to6i
lam miéng dat gidp véi dat thay mua do.

— O, ma 6ng xudng dudi nay lam gi? Ong
mudn héi laa hay sao?

— Thua khong, téi xuéng ndi chuyén véi
thay. Toi nghe lang ho ndi thay vo6 don thay
khan miéng dat cta t6i roi. Toi nghiép toi lam
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thay! Toi chiém cti khai pha miéng dat da hon
mudi nam nay, néu thay khén thi thay giét toi
con gi. Ho noi hé thay khan roi thi thay dudi
toi. Cha cha! Thay lam nhu vay thi tha thay cat
c0 tdi chét cho ranh.

— Toi c6 biét dau. Néu o6ng ndi dat ctia Ong
thi 6ng phai c6 bai vinh vién. Toi khéin 1a khan
dat quoc gia, tdi c6 khan dit ctia 6ng dau.

— O, néu thay khan d4t qudc gia thi tdi c6
tranh can lam chi. Toi s¢ thay khan chong lén
dat toi, nén toi mdéi noi ché.

— Ong néi chuyén 16i thoi vay sao dugc.
Néu 6ng c6 bai bo thi téi [am sao ma khan dugc
kia.

— Bdi toi chua cd bai bg, nén tdi sg thay
khan chong ché.

— Ong vé di, khong c6 dau. Dé bita nao toi
di 1én trén, 6ng chi dat cho t6i coi roi sé hay.

Vinh Thai bo di ra ngoai dung hut gié
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khong thém noi chuyén nia. Thay Hoi dong
thay vay, nén mai ba ngudi dy dn trau. Ba nguoi
cling khong ddm ngoi, ding lo ldo mdt hoi, roi
xa thay Hoi dong va ra xa Vinh Thai ma ve.

Vinh Thdi hoi thay Hoi dong ma mugn
sau chuc gia lua ddng phat cho ta dién. Thay
Hoi dong cho, Vinh Thai sai thang Tung di kéu
Huong hao Diéu 1én nha ma cay anh ta ché lua
1én Mdc Can Dung ddng phét cho td dién moi
nguoi nam gia. Huong hao Diéu chiu di.

Huong hao Diéu mugn ghe va muén hai
tén ban roi bita sau dem lai nha thay Hoi dong
ma chd lua.

Pén mudi hai gio trua ghe lua lui. Vinh
Thai dua Huong hao Diéu xudng ghe, chang
héi rang:

— Nudc nay ghe chiing nao méi 1én téi
ruong vay anh Huong hao?

— Khuya t6i.
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— Dt hon! Di gi lau qua vay?

— Dudng xa ma bi nuéc do6 niia, di mau sao
dugc.

— Néu khuya nay t6i, thi bu6i sém moi mai,
anh phan phat ltua cho ho r6i chiéu mai anh vé
téi chu gi.

— Dé hon, cau saing mot biét vé téi hay chua
ma.

Ghe di dugc chting vai gié dong ho, Vinh
Thai méi thua véi thay Hoi dong 1ay xe hoi ma
di Cai Rang tham me, chang néi chang xuéng
dudi choi mot dém roi trua mai chang sé vé.
Chang hoi r6i lién 1ay xe ra, bon than cAm banh
ma di, khong them dem sép-pho theo. Dén
chiéu ong Hai Stiu dat thang Mau ra nha thay
Hoéi dong. Hai cha con budc vo ctia, thay Hoi
dong duong ngdi doc nhut trinh, 6ng Hai Stu
lién 16t khén x4 thay ma noéi rang:

— Thua thay, thang Mau & tu man rdéi nd
m&i vé€ hoi trua, nén tdi dat né ra dang lay thay.
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To6i nghe thay vé hém ray, ma t6i mac co binh,
nén khong cé ra dugc ma ndi chuyén cho thay
nghe.

Thay Hoi dong bd t& nhut trinh thay ngé
thang Mau ma hoi rang:

— May & véi tao dugc mdy thang, coi bo
may tu té, ché khong cd viéc gi, ma sao tao mdi
di khoi, may ¢ nha lam giong gi ma Io6n xon
nhu vay hu?

Thang Mau khéc viia khéc viia néi rang:

— Thua thay, con cé ddm lam viéc chi lon
x0n dau. Xin thay cho phép con doc cong
chuyén cho thay nghe. Thay di choi, thay giao
quyeén cho dugng Hai, dudng & nha dudng ha
khac véi ta dién, ta tho hét stc. Bia d6 con
xuong nha xe choi. Con ngo6i noéi chuyén véi
anh sép-pha, con ndi c¢6 Hai tl t€ con dugng
Hai gat gao lam.

Dudng rinh nghe, dudng noéi con ndi xau
dudng, nén dudng danh con sic mdu, bam
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minh, sung mdt, r6i duéng con ham dudng
gi€t con cho chét dudng méi thoi. Con dau qua
ma lai s¢g dudng danh niia, nén con trén ma vé
nha tia con, dang con kiém thudc uéng. Dudng
lam t& ¢6 ma phao con trén c¢6 lay do, nén toa
bat bé tu con.

Thay Hoi dong chung hting, thay chua kip
hoi ntia, thi 6ng Hai Stiu ti€p noi:

— Thua thay, thiét Gc qud. Thi thang Mau
né vé hoi toi, sang ngay toi lat dat chay ra xin
16i v6i dugng Hai, va xin phép cho n6 & nha
it btia ddng n6 udng thudc. Dudng danh no
binh nhiéu qua. Dudng hong chiu, dudng budc
toi phai dem du ba chuc dong bac ma tra lai,
dudng khong cho nd 6 nita. Toi nan ni véi co
Hai. C6 Hai dua cho t6i mudi dong bac biéu vé
hét thu6c cho né udng, co lai biéu t6i dé€ nd &
ludn trong, chling nao thay vé rdi toi sé dat nd
ra. Chang biét tai lam sao khi khong r6i dugng
Hai phat don lén toa thua thang con t6i, dudng
noéi nd an trém dd6 ma tron. Thiét 1a oan hét



Khoc tham § 229
stic. Toi nghiép, c6 Hai cd biét thang nhd t6i &
tt oan nén c6 thuong c6 mdi cho t6i mot tram

dong bac.

Thay Hoi dong chau may ngoi suy nghi
mot hoi roi thiy hoi dng Hai Stiu rang:

— Té ra con Hai nd cé cho 6ng moét tram
dong bac hay sao?

Ong no dap ring:

— Thua c6. Vay chti thay vé hdm nay c6 Hai
khong cé hoc chuyén nay lai cho thay nghe hay
sao?

Thay Hoi dong lac dau roi kéu Thu Ha om
som.

Thu Ha vtia ra t6i thay héi rang:

— O nha né lam viéc gian ma hai ngudi ta,
sao con khong can né?

— Thua, con can hét stic ma khong dugc.

— Néu con can khong dugc thi bia toa x,
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con lén gitia tda ma lam chiing cho ngay thing
minh bach, sao con lam thinh, dé cho toa phat
thang Mau t6i bon thang tu.

— Thua ba, hom d6 con ciing c6 tinh nhu
vay, ma roi con nghi néu con di minh oan cho
thang Mau, thi ty nhién con phai khai su quay
ctia chong con ra. Lam vg ma khai sy qudy cta
chong gitia cong dudng thi trai dao nghia qua,
vi vdy nén con phai lam thinh ma dé€ cho thang
Mau ¢ tu.

Thay Hoi dong gai dau, ngoi nin thinh mot
hoi roi thay hoi niia rang:

— H6m nay ba vé sao con khong doc ro
cong chuyén lai cho ba nghe?

— Thua, doc lai cho ba nghe thi lam buon
cho ba ntia, ché c6 ich chi dau. Viéc da 16 roi,
béy giG biét lam sao...

Thu Ha noi t6i do, c6 ta nudc mat. Thay
Hoi dong ngdi suy nghi, mit coi budén hiu. Ong
Hai Stiu xin dé€ thang Mau 6 lai ddng cho du
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mudi hai thang cong.
Thay Hoi dong ndi rang:

— Thoi, t6i cho n6 vé luon & ntia lam chi. S6
bac con Hai cho 6ng ky xua d6 con hon?

Ong Hai Stiu dép ring;

— Thua t6i con gili nguyén, t6i c6 ddm xai
dau. Vg chong t6i tinh dé danh dang chling né
& cho thay man roi, tdi dem né vé ma lo vg cho
no.

— Thoi 6ng dem né vé lo vg cho né di. Ndm
nay 16 mua réi. Nhu n6 muon lam rudng thi
qua sang nam toi d€ cho no it chuc cong dat né
lam.

— Thay tt té qua. Co6 Hai ciing vay. C6 mot
minh dugng Hai thiét la kho.

Cha con 6ng Hai Stiu tu gia ra vé. Thay Hoi
dong bo ra trude san. Thu Ha budn so, cd muodn
di theo cha, nhung ma ra t6i ctia, co suy nghi
thé nao khong biét, ma co lai khong di nita, co6
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trd vo lay cai hinh ctia me, dem lai gh€ ngo6i ma
nhin.

Tu bita Thu Ha nghe Huong hao Diéu than
phién vé sy Vinh Thai lay vg cua anh ta, thi
c6d chua x0t trong long, an ngt hét dugc nia.
Khong phai co6 ghen. Khong, cd khong cé ghen.
C6 da khinh bi chong lau réi, c6 khong con
mot chut tinh gi v6i chong ntia. Ché phai co
thuong yéu lam hay sao ma ghen. C6 chua x6t
trong long la chua x6t phan c6 vo duyén, dung
nham mot thang chong da gia doéi, da hung
bao, da ac nghiét, da dé tién, ma lai khong biét
cang thuong luan ly nia.

Co6 chua x6t trong long la chua x6t cho
phan cta Huong hao Diéu vi cd6 ma gieo cai
hoa trong nha. Roi day co6 1é gia dao tan tanh,
vg chong rdi rd. Sy budn rau cta co, cd khong
cO thé ndi ra cho ai biét dugc. Su budn rau ctaa
cd, c6 khong biét ngay nao mdéi g cho xong, vi
vay nén co that chi nga long, ban ngay con lang
khudy, ché hé ban dém thi dam dé giot luy.
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bém nay tr6i mua ri ra, nhu ti€ng don
tham, nhu giong hat sau. Sau vudn, anh uong
kéu uénh oang, trén vach than lan chat lugi.
Thu Ha nam mét minh trong phong nhu
nhting hoi con di hoc, long son cao vong, voc
ngoc trong ngan, roi bay gio long da lanh tanh,
voc lai nho nhudc, thi c6 chan ngan cudc doi,
c6 phién trach tao hoéa.

Dong ho treo phia trude géo mudi mot gic.
Thu Ha duong mo mang, bong nghe c6 nguoi
vO clia trudc ma kéu:

— Co6 Hai oi. C6 Hai!

Co khong biét 1a ai nén buéc xuong dit, roi
bung den di ra. Khi ra téi ctia phong, thi thay
thay Hoi dong cling duong bung dén ra phia
trudc, ma ngoai ctia lai cling co tiéng kéu: «Co
Hai!» hoai. Thay Hoi dong héi rang:

— Ai kéu dé? Chuing nay kéu ma lam gi?

O ngoai o tiéng dap ring:

— Thua, to6i.
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— Téi la ai? Thang Huong hao phai hon?
— Thua phai. Chi mé ctia giim chut chu.
— May di ché lua sao may trd vé?
— Toi dap chét dugng Hai roi.
— Ha? May néi giong gi vay?

— Dugng Hai ldy vg toi, toi bat dugc, danh
chét hét roi.

—~ Uy! Troi oi!
Thay Hoéi dong linh quynh mé ctia khong
dugc. Thu Ha kinh tam, c6 bung cdi dén trong

tay, c6 dung tran tran, khong budc téi dugc
nua.

Cuta md dugc roi, Huong hao Diéu budc
v0, dau téc xu xOp mdt may tdi xanh, quan do
UGt mem, tay lai c6 xdch mot cay tam vong dai
chiing moét sai. Anh ta vita ngé thay Thu Ha thi
khoc va néi rang:

— Toi bat dugc qua tang roi. Toi lam bo di
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chéd laa 1én t6i chg Long Xuyén, toi dau ghe lai
to1 cho tréi khudt minh roi t6i di bo vé téi rinh.
Toi nup phia vach sau. Toi thay tréi mua hoai,
toi tudng khong co. Té ra dugng Hai & dau phia
duéi Thot Not di xe hoi 1én, dudng ngling xe
ngang cho bui gua 16n d6, rdi dudng lai nha
kéu cua.

Vg t6i ra mé& clia. Dudng biéu vo toi di
chg. Vg tdi n6i bo con & nha mdt minh khong
dugc, n6 biéu dudng & d6 ma ngu. Hai dang
noéi chuyén dang ca v6i nhau mot hoi roi dat
nhau vo6 mung. To6i rinh & ngoai t6i thay hét
troi. TOi gidn qua, nén tdi tong cua toi vo. Vg
toi chay ra, toi dap cho n6 moét cay no té nhao.
Dugng Hai ap ra giut cay muon danh toi. Toi
cang thém gian nén t6i dap dua dudng niia. Toi
danh hai nguoi nga hét, con nam hai dong &
dudi nha, c6 xudng co6 coi. Thu Ha loan tri, c6
khong khéc ma cling khong néi mot tiéng chi
hét, ctt bung den ding chét tran.

Thay Hoi dong hoi Huong hao Diéu:
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— Vay ma né chét hay khong?
— Ai?
— Hai dta khon nan do6 ché ai?

— Chét hay chua khong biét. Cay nay day
ma to6i dap mot ngudi 16i hai chuc cay lan, mau
chay lung qua nam ém ru, hét cuc cua ntia, roi
toi mai di day.

Thay Hoi dong lay cay tam vong ctia Huong
hao Diéu dem dung dya ban viét, kéu thang
Tung biéu dét mot cai long den, roi thay di
xudng nha Huong hao Diéu, thang Tung xich
16ng den di trudc, thay di gitta, Huong hao
biéu di theo sau.

Troi da dit hot mua roi, ma may con van
vii, nén td bé tdi den. Thu Ha thay cha di, co
m&i d€ cai dén trén ban, roi co ra ctia di theo xa
xa. Xuong t6i nha Huong hao biéu, khi budc
vO thi c6 nghe thay Hoi dong noi v6i Huong
hao Diéu rang:
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— Hai dua chét hét r6i con gi. Dai qua, & tu
chét.

Thay Hoi dong lai biéu thang Tung vac cai
mo ra san ma danh héi moét cho ban can véi
lang chay téi.

Huong hao Diéu nghe tiéng mo, anh ta sg,
nén ngdi dya goc cot, 6m mat ma khoc. Thang
bédng dling xdn ban & bén cha nd, tuy né khong
hiéu 4n mang quan hé thé nao, song nd ciing
s0, nén mat may tdi xanh, khong ddm ndi chi
hét.

Thu Ha nhu dién, c6 dung ngé thay cua
chong nam dudi dat, mau chay do cdi 4o trang,
cai quan trang, mat ma trao trao, mat sung chu
vu. CO lai ng6 qua thay cua thi Sen, rdi c6 ngéd
Huong hao Diéu, thay quang canh ghé gém,
cd rung minh rén 6c. Co6 bo di ra ngoai san,
chling &y nudc mat cua c6 méi chiu tudn ra
dam dé, nhung ma khong ai biét chac vi c6 dau
dén noi chong bi giét, hay la vi co t6i nghiép
phén Huong hao Diéu bi t6i, hay la c6 ho then
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phén c6 v6 duyén ma c6 khdc.

Lang x6ém chay tdi, hoi so cong chuyén roi
bat Huong hao Diéu cong lai. Thay Hoi dong
dat Thu Ha vé, thay biéu sép-pho xudng céy
glia 16n ma dem xe hoi vé, roi thay sai Thu
Ha ngoi xe xuong Cai Rang ma bdo tin cho c6
thong Tién hay.

CHUONG 13

THU HA AN HAN
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—II_ r&i viia mdéi hiing sang thi Thu Ha da
rudc co thong Tién 1én t6i. Co ai kéu
khong biét ma Huong gido Phién cling ra téi
mot luot.

Co thong Tién 6m Vinh Thdi, ba Huong
gido Phién 6m thi Sen, hai ba khoc ké nghe rat
tham thiét, Huong hao Diéu ctingkhoc, ma Thu
Ha cling khéc. Tuy ca bén déu khoc, nhung ma
moi ngudi budn rau dau dén khac nhau, lai cai
an mang nay no can hé dén danh duy ctia moi
nguodi, nén khoc than thi khéc, ma khong cé
mot 16i nao oan trach Huong hao Diéu hét.

Huong quan lén toa bdo cho quan Bi¢n ly
hay. Quan Bién ly dat quan thay thudc xuéng
khdm xét tu thi, hoi so Huong hao Diéu véi
thay Hoi dong Chanh, 14y cay tam vong lam
do tang vat, bat Huong hao Diéu dat vé va
cho phép chon thay caa Vinh Thai va Thi Sen,
Huong hao Diéu bi cong dem lén xe, anh ta va
khoc va géi thang Dang lai cho thay Hoi dong,
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lam cho lang xém ai thay cling déu ta nudc
mat, duy cé c6 thong Tién véi ba gido Phién
ung bung lam ma thoi.

Thay Hoi dong ding cudi Thi Sen cho
Huong hao Diéu ma thay cling dung ga con
gai thay cho Vinh Thai nita, bdi vay thay lanh
lo chén céat ludn hai cai tt thi. Vi chét mot cach
rat ghé gém, ma lai pham dén danh du niia,
nén c6 thong Tién véi ba gido Phién xin lam so
sai ma chon phtit cho roi.

Thay Hoi dong nghe 16i nén khong dam dé
lau. Quan Bién ly cho phép biia trudc thi sdng
bifa sau chon lién, chon hai cdi ma chung trong
moét dam rudng. Vg chong Ba Hi véi Huong
chu Lung hay tin, déu c6 lén thdm va & lu6n ma
dua dam ma. T4 dién ta tho cting déu tyu dén
dt mat hét thay, song & trong nha thi ho lam bo
buo6n, con hé budc ra ngoai ma hai ngusi gap
nhau thi ho x4m xi ma cudi.

Ha khoan xong r6i, dat nhau tré vé Thu Ha
mac do tang di v6i vo Ba Hi thinh linh ¢6 nghe
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sau lung co tiéng noi:

— Véy cho yén phan c6 Hai, kéo c6 buon
hoai, tdi nghiép qua!

Co day lai thi thdy thang Mau duong noéi
chuyén véi thing Tung. Hai dda bi c6 ngo,
chung nd sg, nén nin khe, roi sut lai sau, khong
dam di gan nia.

Dén trua c6 thong Tién theo xe Ba Hi ma
vé. Khi co tu biét, c6 6m Thu Ha ma khéc va
ndi rang:

— Con clia ma n6 ngu lam. Vg nhu vay ma
n6 lam chuyén nhu vay, hi hi, hu hu...

Co ndi khong dugc nifa, ct ldy khan day
mat ma lén xe.

Khach vé hét, duy con c6 mdt minh 6ng
Huong cht Lung & lai ma thai. Toi lai thay Hoi
dong Chanh nam gac tay qua tran, bd budn
hiu. Ong Huong chi Lung bén noi ring:

— Cai buon nay la tai noi may. Hoi do tao
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da noi thang d6 tao coi bo tuéng khong dugc,
may cdi tao, may ndi no giodi, nd co chi. HY, chi
gl vay.

Thay Hoi dong thé dai va dap rang:

— Kén ré thi kén nhu vay ché kén lam sao
nta. Tai nha t6i vd phudc nén khién gap viéc
khong may, biét lam sao bay gio?

Thu Ha nghe cha v6i 6ng duong ban viéc
nha, c6 bén dung ra trudc mdt cha, roi khéc
tdm tlic tdm tti ma ndi rang:

— Con la dta c6 tdi lam. Chong cua con
chét d¢ 1a tai con, vg cia anh Huong hao Diéu
chét ciing tai con, ma anh Huong hao Diéu bay
gio § tu cling tai con, x¢ét lai thiét con doc ac
lam. Con phai chét thi con méi khoi an nan.

Thay Hoi dong 16m com ngdi ddy ngd con
ma hoi rang:

— Con noi cai gi vay?

— Thiét, tai con nén mdi gay ra cai hoa 16n
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ngay nay do.
— Tai sao vay, con ndi cho ba nghe th coi.

— Hom truéc anh Huong hao Diéu hay vg
anh ldy thay Hai, anh 1én ndi véi con dang dat
vg con anh di xd khac lam an. Con can, con
khong cho di, con bi€éu anh bd vg anh, anh sg
khong bang c¢g, anh néi bé vg anh khong dugc.
Con m&i bay chuyén xui anh rinh bat lam cho
v4 16 ddng cho cé du tang chiing ma bo chi.
Ba coi ¢6 phadi Ia tai con, nén mdi sanh su hay
khong? Néu con khong can, con d€ cho anh dat
vg con anh di, thi khong c6 chuyén gi hét.

— Con xui n6 bat, ma con c6 bi€u né phai
dap chét bon dam bon hay khong?

— Thua, khong!

— Néu con khong biéu no giét ngudi ta, thi
con ¢6 16i gi ddu ma an nan?

— Anh Huong hao Diéu la ngudi khong
¢4 hoc thic. Anh lai thuong vg anh lam na.
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Hé anh bat dugc, ty nhién anh khong biét dan
long. Con xui anh bat dy 1a con dua dao cho
anh chém ngudi ta. Da biét theo luat phap thi
con khong 6 t6i, nhung ma lay theo luong tam
thi cdi tdi ctia con nang lam. Vi viy nén hai biia
ray con an nan quad, néu con khong chét thi con
nhdé cdi toi ac do hoai, khong thé nao con an
tam dudgc.

— Hom trudc thang Huong hao DPiéu né
hay, né 1én noi véi con, sao con khong néi lai
cho ba biét?

— Con thay ba vi con ma ba buén da nhiéu
ro6i, nén con dau khong mudn lam cho ba buon
thém niia.

Nay gi6 ong Huong cht Lung ngoi lang
thinh ma nghe, chting Thu Ha ndi t6i do, 6ng
mdi cat tiéng ma cai rang:

— Chdu c6 cdi gi ma an nan dau. Chau cling
khong nén budn. Thiang chéng cua chau né
lam bay, nd lay vg ngudi ta, thi ngudi ta giét no6
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dang lam. No tt té€ gi d6 ma tiéc.
Thu Ha cham rai dap rang:

— Dau khong tu té, ciing la chong. Lam vg
ma xui ngudi ta gi€ét chong minh, tic nhién
cing nhu minh giét, ong biéu dling dn nan,
cha cha! Khong an nan sao dugc.

— Chdu duing ndéi bay. Chau phai nghe 16i
ong, chau bo di, diing c6 them nhd t6i chuyén
dé nita.

— Chéu chét hoa may chau méi hét nhé su
ay.

~ E! Chuyén gi ma chét nita! Cong dn hoc
thud nay, bay gid vi thang chong khon nan nhu
vdy ma chét theo nd hay sao? Chau coi thing
chong dé trong hon cha chau ha?

Thu Ha nghe 6ng cht qua trach thi co chau
may rdi thing thang trg vo budng. Minh budn
cling phai, ma 6ng cha qud ciing phai. Minh
lam vg, tuy khong phadi minh cam dao giét
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chong, song minh xai ngudi khac, tic nhién
cling nhu minh giét, thé thi ddu minh c6 song,
minh cting hé véi luong tam tron doi. Ma bay
gid minh chét nghi ciing khé lam. Cha minh
sanh ra cd hai chi em minh ma thoi. Cai hy
hong, cdi thuong yéu cua cha me thud nay don
ve hai chi em minh. Nay em minh di du hoc,
minh & nha ma phung su cha. Néu minh chét
di, bo cai budn rau lai cho cha thi minh 16i ciing
nhiéu lam.

Co hai van dé do, moét 1a an nan vé sy xuai
Huong hao Diéu rinh bat ddm bon, hai la lo sg
vé su tu van phai mang 16i vGi cha, ma né lam
cho Thu Ha ty bang hoang dém ngay, an ngt
khong dugc, khong biét phai gidi quyét thé nao
cho hap véi luong tdm ma cting cho tron niém
phu tu.

Ban ngay c6 mac day sdp con ta dién ma
con mac san soc dum thang Ddng niia, nén cd
khuay lang dugc chut dinh. Tham thay! trong

lacban dém c6 nam quanh qué mdt minh trong
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phong, c6 nghe tiéng dé, c6 nhé téi viéc ¢o hai
chong, c6 nghitéi tién trinh u am, s6ng thi phai
chiu 4o nao, ma lai khong céd muc dich gi, chét
thi yén than ngat mang 16i véi trén trudc boi
vay cd boi roi trong tri, lanh ngat trong long, cd
nam gac tay lén tran ma tho ra hoai. Moi ngay
c6 6m thém mot chut, lam cho thay Hoi dong
thdy vay thay lo sg, nén thay kiém du 16i ma
khuyén giai.

Ngay lun thang qua, Vinh Thai méi chét dé
ma da téi ky lam tuan ba nhut. Toa dai hinh doi
thay Hoi dong Chanh lén lam chiing vu Huong
hao Diéu sat nhon. Thay di lién, thay lai dat
Thu Ha di theo. Huong hao Diéu dung gitia toa
ma khai r6 moi viéc.

Thu Ha nghe ngudi ta lap di lap lai céi tén
cta chong minh khong biét may 1an, ma ngudi
ta nhac chuyén xau ché khong phai chuyén tét,
bd&i vay c6 lay lam ho then, c6 1én bé di ra ngoai
xa, khong muodn ¢ d6 ma nghe niia. Toa xt r06i,
thay Hoi dong Chanh ra ki€ém con ma néi rang:
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— Toa nghi vi Huong hao Diéu baéi su ghen
ma phai tdi sat nhon, lai n6 ngo sat chd khong
phai co sat nén kéu an n6 c6 mdt nam tu.

Thu Ha thé ra va dap ring:

— Vay cling la may, ché néu Toa kéu an anh
ndng thi con cang an nan nhiéu hon nia.

Khi v€ t6i nha, thay Hoi dong mdéi néi véi
con rang:

— Thoi viéc da yén roi hét, con dling cé
buon chi ntia. Con Sen la dan ba hu, n6 chét
dang lam. Vinh Thai xdo tra ma lai gian dam,
trdi khién n6 phai chét mot cach khon nan nhu
vay thi cling phéi. Con thang Diéu tuy né giét
t6i hai mang, song hai mang ay chét dang lam,
n6 lam nhu vay ma réan thién ha, nén toa kéu
an n6 nhe nghi ciing phai. Con dling c6 buén
rau niia. Con phai dé tri ma lo giup ich cho doi.
Khong 1& ba noéi chong con chét do la phudc
cua con, nhung néu noi thiét ma nghe, thang
dd nd song thi né hai xa hoi, ché khong ich chi
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dau ma ti€c. Con nghi thu coi ba noi phai hay
la quay.

Thu Ha ng6 cha tran tran moét hoi roéi co
khoc va dap rang:

—L&i ba ndéi dé thiét la chon chanh. Nhung
ma con da 16 lam vg ngudi do roi...

— Phai, ba hiéu lam. Phén con la gai, traim
nam mot chong, may gip cho tét thi nhg, rai
gap cho x4u phai chiu. Ché chi chdng ctia con
con séng ma ba xdi con bo no thi la ba quay;
nay no chét r6i, ma n6 chét mot cach nho nhuoc
qua thé thi ba biéu con quén nd, ba khong co6
16i chi hét, ma con nghe 16i ba con quén cho
ranh, con cling khong co 16i gi.

— Tai con nén chdng con mdi chét.

— Ma ciing tai chong con nén con méi buon
rau, phai hon? Ba ga con ldy chong, ba tudng
chong ctia con biét thuong nguoi, biét gitup doi,
té ra n6 da khong thuong khong giap ai ma n6
lai con bao thién ha nia.
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Thu Ha ng6i suy nghi mot hoéi lau roi co
ndi rang:

~Y con ciing nhu y ba vdy. Ndm ngoai con
lay chong la vi con tudng két ban v6i mot nguoi
c6 tam chi ddng chung lo giup ich cho doi. Té
ra con lam, nén hon mdt nam nay con buén
hét stic, song con budn thi con can ring ma
chiu ché biét ndi véi ai... Con nhé 161 em cua
con nd noi thiét 1a phai lam...

Thay Hoi dong lién hoi rang:
— N6 noi gidng gi?

— Biia nd xudng tau, né thay con buon, no6
méi nodi rang: “Ché chi con khong lay chong,
chi em dat nhau qua hét bén Tay ma hoc dang
ngay sau trg vé chung lo khai hoa nuéc nha, thi
tot khong biét chting nao”

— Phai, néu ba de duyén con 16 d6 nhu vay
thi hoi dé ba ga con 14y chong lam chi, d€ cho
con di du hoc con c¢é ich hon nhiéu. Em cua
con no ndi phai lam ché.
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— Bay gi¢ con muon ba cho con di.

Thay Hoi dong ngo6i lang thinh ma suy
nghi. Thu Ha ndéi tiép:

— Cdi muc dich v€ su sdng ctia con la giup
ich cho ddi. Vi phén con 1a gai, khong biét lam
sao ma dat dén cai muc dich ay dugc, nén con
mdi tinh lay chong. Tudng la céd chong ding
giup v6i chong ma lam viéc cong ich, té ra
thién ha c6 miéng ma khong c6 long. Mugn
tiéng cong ich dang ki€ém com an, ché ky thiét
1a ho cong hai. Bay gid con khong tin ai nia
hét, con chi tin bung con ma thoéi. Con xin ba
cho con du hoc it ndm, con mé rong kién thtc,
con luyén tap tai ngh¢. Con nguyén chiing con
hoc thanh cong rdi con trd vé, con sé lam dan
ong ma lo viéc khai hoa. BPugc nhu vay thi su
song cua con mdi c6 muc dich, hoa may con
maéi hét budn rau duge.

Thay Hoi dong gat dau ma noi cham rai
rang:
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— Con muén nhu vay ciing dugc.

Thu Ha di Tay. C6 hoc hai ndm lay dugc
bang ta tai. Hién nay c6 duong & truong Luét
khoa Dai hoc tai Paris; hoc sinh thay déu kiéng
né tai hoc clia c6, ma lai ciing kinh trong tam
chi ctia c6 niia.

Can Long - 1929






