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HINH ANH QUAN LUC
VIET NAM CONG HOA
TRONG MAT LINH MY

Nguon: Carie Uyen Nguyen, “Whose
War Was It?”, The New York Times,
18/08/2017.

Bién dich: Nguyén Thi Kim Phung
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Cé 1é chang ai buGc ra khoi Chién
tranh Viét Nam véi danh tiéng bi hay
hoai nhiéu nhu Quan luc Viét Nam
Cong hoa (QLVNCH). Tt rat lau trudc
khi chién tranh két thuc, cac binh si
QLVNCH da tré thanh vat té€ than dé
dang valudn san sang cho nhiing that bai
cta My, mot hinh mau dién hinh trong
cac nghién ctiu hoc thudt va van hda dai
chung. Chung ta dugc nghe ké rang ho
1a bon heén nhat bat tai, hay tron tranh
nhiém vy, d€ lai moi viéc khé khan cho
nguoi My.

La mét ngudi nghién ctiiu Viét Nam
tai mot trudng dai hoc My véi kho tai
liéu 16n luu tri lich st qua 16i ké (oral
history) vé thai ky Viét Nam, ca bang van
ban va bang ghi am, t6i may man c6 co
hoéi dac biét d€ dao sau hon va d€ minh
chiing rang cau chuyén ké trén la mo ho
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va bat cong. Day 1a co hoi dac biét boi
vi toi khong muon néi rang linh My da
sai — thay vao do, toi da tinh c6 tim dugc
nhting cau chuyén tu cac cyu binh My
noi vé sy can dam va hiéu qua cong viéc
cua nhiing chién hitu dong minh cua ho,
nhiing ngudi linh Nam Viét Nam.

Tat nhién, t6i cing da gap nhiéu
ngudi My co thaido tiéu cucve QLVNCH.
Nhung nhiéu ngudi trong s6 ho la nhan
vién hau tuyén, nhiing ngudi chua mot
lan chién diu bén canh QLVNCH &
tién tuyén va, tdi cho rang, ho da rut ra
két luan khong chinh xac tii nhiing céu
chuyén cua ngudi khac ma ho dugc nghe.
Nhiing cau chuyén tiéu cuc con lai thi
tap trung chu yéu vao khac biét van hoa
hon la bat ct diéu gi khac. Cé nhiéu hon
mot trudng hop ngudi duge phong van
da ndi vé théi quen ctia linh QLVNCH
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khi cadm tay nhau ra chién trudong. Mot
chuyén gia phat thanh ngu6i My tling
phuc vu tai Binh Duong hoi ndm 1967
da chang thé hiéu dugc diéu 4y, tham chi
la nhiéu ndm sau dé: “Viéc nay dai loai
1a ky la d6i v6i chung toi. Toi chang thé
nghi dugc gi hon ngoai viéc cho rang ho
1a nhiing ngudi ban than, va d6 la nhiing
gi ho da lam tai d6, nhung né trong cu
that ky la.”

Cdc cyu binh My khac thi thay ky
la khi gia dinh ctia nhiing ngudi linh
VNCH thudng theo ho dén trai. Nhu 16i
mot linh G.I.: “Nhiing binh si nay phan
16n la linh nghia vu. Ho budc ra chién
trudng cung véi vg con trén dudng mon.
Khi cho6t dung vi tri phong tht ban dém,
giong nhu la ca dai gia dinh déu & do
vay. Trong nhiéu trudng hgp, ho ching
mudn ra ngoai chién dau. Ho chi mudn
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song s6t ma cham sdc gia dinh minh”

Nhung trong nghién ctu cta toi, bén
canh cac danh gia tiéu cyc clia ngusi My
ciing c6 thé€ dé dang tim thay nhiing cau
chuyén tich cuc, va c6 phan cam thong,
vé QLVNCH. Chang han, nhiéu cyu binh
thuc sy thich c6 cac gia dinh QLVNCH
& bén canh va ca nggi viéc cac ba vg san
sang mao hiém mang séng cua ho dé
tim thuc pham tuoi séng tu cac khu lang
gan do, ndu thanh bia dn thinh soan cho
chong va linh My. S6 khéac nhén ra rang
viéc song cung cac thanh vién gia dinh
c6 thé la nguon ho trg tinh than viing
chac cho céc binh si QLVNCH, nhu mét
161 nhac nhé vé muc tiéu chién dau cta

ho.

Nhin chung, t6i thdy rang thai d¢ tich
cuc va sy hiéu biét sau sac hon ctia ngudi
My d6i vé6i cac dong minh QLVNCH cua
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ho thudng xuat hién sau mdt thoi gian
song chung, cing lam viéc va cung chién
dau v6i nhau, nhu trong “ky nguyén cta
nhting tran danh 16n” (era of big bat-
tles) vao nam 1967, khi cac don vi linh
My va linh Nam Viét Nam chién dau sat
canh bén nhau. Sau moét ngay chién dau
kho khan, nhiéu chang linh G.I. sé ngodi
xuong vGi cac dong nghiép Viét Nam dé
ké vé gia dinh, lay ti tdi 4o nhiing btc
hinh chup ngudi than yéu cta minh. Roi
ciing nhiing ngudi linh G.I. &y nhén ra
rang: khong giong nhu chuyén di chi
kéo dai 1 ndm hodc 18 thing cua ho,
hau hét cac binh si Nam Viét Nam phai
phuc vu mdét thdi gian dai khong xac
dinh. Nhiing ngudi dan 6ng dia phuong
nay bugc phai chién dau cho dén khi két
thuc chién tranh, ma chang hé biét rang
ngay chién tranh két thuac ciing la ngay
ho phai xa cach gia dinh mot lan nia.
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Haibén clinggankéttrong cudcchién
don vi nhé tiéu biéu cho phan 16n Chién
tranh Viét Nam. Cd moi cau chuyén vé
viéc linh trinh sat VNCH vo6i vang rut lui
sau loat sung déu tién, d€ nguci My lai
mot minh trong rung, thi cling c6 mét
cau chuyén khdc, tich cuc hon, néi vé
mot ngudi linh VNCH cong theo mot co
van ngudi My bi thuong trén co thé nho
bé cia minh dén noi tra 4n an toan. Va
cling ¢6 ca nhiing cau chuyén 6 bén con
lai, nhu khi mot ¢6 van ngudi My quyét
dinh pha v6 moi quy tac d€ goi truc thang
My dén di tan mdt binh si QLVNCH bi
thuong nang. (Néu 6ng chd truc thing
Nam Viét Nam nhu ddng ra 6ng phai
lam, thi moi chuyén c6 1€ sé qua mudn.)
Hodc cau chuyén khdac vé mdt trung si
linh thay danh b6 ngudi My hoi tudng
lai viéc suyt chat nita phai ra tda quan
su vi ddm an chung véi linh VNCH. Véi
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giong ndi run 1én vi xuc dong, ngudi nay
nhé lai khi 6ng thach thiic cap trén cua
minh, “Néu chung ta khong bé banh an
chung v6i ho, 1am sao chung ta cé thé
chién dau bén canh ho?”

Néu tinh ban qua that ton tai trong
chién dau, vay thi nhiing hinh anh tiéu
cuc dén tu ddu? Gac lai dinh kién chting
toc, chung ta c6 thé xac dinh mét nguyén
nhan ndm trong moi quan hé chién dau
gitia luc lugng My va QLVNCH. Ngudi
My giup nang cao tinh than chién dau
ctia QLVNCH nhung dong thoi da tao ra
su phu thudc qua muc vao ho trg quan
su ctia ho. Cac c6 van My dugc giao vé
cdc don vi QLVNCH Ia nhiing nguoi
duy nhit c¢6 thdm quyén yéu ciu ho trg
chién thuat trén khong khi bi tan cong
ndng né. Vi vay, theo thoi gian, mot so6
si quan QLVNCH dan tré nén qua phu
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thudc vao su vugt trgi vé cong nghé ctia
cac doi tac My, va mot s6 ngudi My co
thé di dén két luan rang cac si quan cta
QLVNCH thiéu stc chiu dung va tinh
kién cuong.

Tat nhién, nhiéu doi quan tac chién
ctia My chua bao gi¢ gdp linh QLVNCH
trén chién trudng, boi hai bén thudng
thuc hién cac vai tro chién lugce rat khac
nhau: Ngud6i My chi huy cdc hoat dong
chién dau, trong khi QLVNCH chiu
trach nhiém vé binh dinh va an ninh lanh
tho. Du cac nha lanh dao My & Sai Gon
da cho thanh lap cac déi huan luyén co
dong d€ hudéng dan cac don vi QLVNCH
ké tii ndm 1967, thai gian ho séng cung
cac don vi Nam Viét Nam van rat han

ché.

Co1é nguyén nhan géy chia ré va hiéu
lam 16n nhat I chinh cubc chién. Binh si
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cd hai bén déu phai chién dau gitia nhiing
ré6i loan xa hoi, bat 6n chinh tri va ap luc
quan sy 16n. Ca hai phia déu tu héi rang,
day la cudc chién cua ai? Chang ta dang
chién dau vi diéu gi? Va diéu nay thuc su
kho cho linh My, nhiing ngudi luén boéi
roi va thudng trong tinh trang mat tinh
than, khién ho khong phan biét dugc
gitia nhiing ngudi cdng san tng ho Bac
Viét va nhiing ngudi dia phuong dang la
‘dong minh’ cua ho.

Db o6i v6i mot s6 ngudi My, cau tra 16i
dén mot cach dé dang va day cam thong.
Ho tin rdng linh VNCH la nhiing nguoi
linh t6t, da chién d4u hét stc c6 thé dé
bdo vé manh dat ctia minh. Ho la nhiing
dong minh trong cudc chién chong lai
chti nghia cong san toan cau. “Toi sé
lam diéu tuong tu cho dong bao t6i trén
dat My, mot cyu binh My noéi. Nhung
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nhiing ngudi My khac lai phan né véi
nhiing gi ho cho 1a mot ganh nang bat
cong. H. Norman Schwarzkopf, cuu binh
ting chién dau ¢ Viét Nam va sau dé
lanh dao lién quan My va cdc dong minh
trong Chién dich Bao tap Sa mac, noi:
“Day la dat nudc cua ho, 1a tran chién
cta ho. Sau cung thi ho sé phai ganh vac
lay. To6i nghi ta chi nén cung cap cho ho
cac ky ndng, su tu tin cung cac thiét bi
ho can va khuyén khich ho chién dau.
Tuy nhién, ngay ca khi lap trudng chinh
thiic 1a ching ta gui cic lyc lugng dén ho
trg Nam Viét Nam chién déu, su that la
ngay cang c6 nhiéu tran chién dugc tién
hanh béi chi riéng ngusi My, thay vi béi
cac don vi My va VNCH cung chién dau
canh nhau”

Chung ta biét rat it vé cac cyu binh
cta chinh minh (MJ), va lai cang biét it
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hon vé cac cyu binh Nam Viét Nam da
chién diu bén canh ho.

Chung ta khong biét nhiing trai ng-
hiém hang ngay cua ho la nhu thé nao,
khi chi dugc trang bi rat it vii khi va
thudng phai chién ddu & ria ngoai cta
tuyén phong tha, doi khi vai tro chi
nhinh hon moét chat so véi bia dg dan.
Khodng 254.250 linh mién Nam da chét
trong chién tran ti ndm 1960 dén 1975,
gan gap nam lan s6 ngudi My, & mot
dat nudc chi co 15 triéu dan. Chung ta
da khong nghe thay nhiing gi ho nghe,
khong cadm nhan nhiing gi ho cdm nhan,
ciing khong thay nhting gi ho thay noi
chién trudng tuyét vong. Ta la ai ma ddm
phan xét cac cyu binh My trong Chién
tranh Viét Nam va cdc dong minh dia
phuong ctia ho, nhiing ngudi ho xem la
ban bé¢, la anh em, du la d€ lang man hoa
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hay nan nhan hda, ca nggi hay phi bang
ho? Va r6i khi ho ndi vé nhiing trai ng-
hiém ctia minh, liéu chung ta cé thuc su
lang nghe?

Ngay nay, long diing cam va su hy
sinh cta nhiing ngudi linh VNCH da
hoan toan roi vao quén lang - & Viét
Nam, moi chuyén da bi x6a sach b&i bén
thang cudc; & My, don gian 1a do lich su
bd bé. Mot trong s6 it noi ho dugc vinh
danh la Cong vién Tudng niém Cuu
chién binh Viét Nam tai Angel Fire, New
Mexico, ma toi da dén tham trong Ngay
Tudng niém. Bén canh nhiing vién gach
ghi tén mot s6 cyu binh Uc va Dai Han,
xudt hién mot vai cdi tén ngudi Viét,
khong phai ai trong s6 ho cling c6 thé
dén noi an toan va bién dat My thanh
ngoi nha thu hai cia minh.
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Mot trong nhiing cdi tén dd thudc
vé cha t6i. Ong 1a mot linh VNCH, qua
doi khi toi viia 14 tudi. Ngay ca sau cudc
chién, t6i chua tling nghe 6ng mot lan
noi xau ngudi My, hay phia Cong san.
Dung bén canh vién gach mang tén cha
minh, t6i da khéc, t6i tran trong noi duy
nhat trén trdi dat nay ghi nhan nhiing
dong gop cua cha toéi — khong phai trong
si nhuc va ghét bd, ma 1a trong danh du
va tinh yéu. Noi linh thiéng nay khong
chi ghi nhé va ton vinh sy hy sinh cua
nhting ngudi phuc vu cho dat nudc cta
ho du thudc phe nao, ma con kéu goi hoa
giai thuc su va hoa binh lau dai.

Nghién ctiu géc nhin ctia nhiing
nguoi linh My vé linh VNCH, ma mot
trong s6 ho la cha tdi, va lang nghe
nhting cau chuyén cua cyu binh My da
gitp t6i thém mdé mang, cting nhu ho trg
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hanh trinh hoc tap ctia to6i. M6i quan hé
My - QLVNCH rat phtc tap va la mot
vi du cdm dong vé trai nghiém cua con
nguoi trong moét tinh hudng cuc doan.
Cau chuyén ctia ho da bi lang quén, bi
hiéu 1am, bi don gian hoéa va chinh tri
héa qua lau. Chung ta c6 thé nghi rang
minh hi€u cau chuyén dd, nhung that ra
ta biét rat it vé cac cuu binh ctia minh.
Chung ta nén va can tim hiéu thém. Néu
cac cyu binh ay 1én tiéng, chung ta phai
lang nghe.

Carie Uyen Nguyen la nghién ctiu
sinh tién si nganh lich st quan sy tai Dai
hoc Texas Tech.

https://nghiencuuquocte.
org/2019/09/13/quan-luc-viet-nam-
cong-hoa-trong-mat-linh-my/
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HOAT PONG CUA MOT PHI CONG
MY THAM CHIEN O VIET NAM

Nguon: Wayne Schell, “In the Air
Over Vietnam”, The New York Times,
31/03/2017.

Bién dich: Nguyén Thi Kim Phung
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D

Cdi ndng ngdt ngat phd vao mdt khi
chuyén co Continental cta chung t6i ha
canh xudng can ci khong quan Bién Hoa
vao mot budi chiéu cudi mua hé nam
1966, nhung thi lam t6i ngac nhién hon
1a nhiing hoat dong dang kinh ngac dang
dién ra xung quanh. Nhiéu chuyén co
khac cling dang t6i, cac may bay chién
dau F-100 va F-5 lién tuc cit canh va ha
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canh, cdc mdy bay van chuyén C-130 thi
lién tuc nhan hang va d& hang. Mot chiéc
U-2 bay vong quanh can c, tui ti dat dén
cao do cho mét nhiém vu trinh sat. Hang
toan linh xép hang ngay ngan, budc 1én
mot chuyén bay khac cia Continental dé
trd vé qué nha. Toi da sém biét rang diéu
ma tat cd moi ngudi trong quan doi déu
doi theo, tham chi con hon ca s6 binh
si thiét mang hang ngay, la dém ngugc
ngay hoi huong - “121 ngay nta, 120...;
mot anh chang nao do sé nodi sé dém nhu
vay. Toi cting 1én ké hoach d€ quay vé nha
vao cudi nam 1967.

Chung t6ila mot nhém gom 17 trung
uy mdéi dugce thdng ham, tat thay déu la
phi cdng chién dau co F-100, va gio dugc
phan cong vé mot trong ba phi doéi tai
Bién Hoa. Moi ngudi sé c6 mat danh kiéu
nhu Dice va Ramrod (tén con tran nhiét
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déi ma anh ban ay nuoi lam thu canh);
con tdi la Saber. Ca nhédm da hoan thanh
sau thang huan luyén chién dau, sinh ton
trén chién truong va sinh ton trong riing
ram & Philippines. Pugc ludn chuyén
dén Viét Nam va san sang chién dau. Cac
chi huy cting khong chac phai lam gi véi
chung t6i, nhiing ké qua tré, qua thiéu
kinh nghiém. Nhung chung t6i da hoc
rat nhanh, va tit ca, ngoai trt hai nguoi,
da song sét sau cudc chién.

Hai ngay sau khi ddt chan dén Viét
Nam, t6i c¢6 chuyén bay thu nghié¢m dau
tién & ghé sau cia mot chiéc F-100F, mot
bién th€ may bay hai chd ngoi, trén bau
tr6i Dong bang song Cuu Long. Muc
tiéu la con trau, ma sau nay t6i mdai biét
ching c6 thé la phuong tién vén tai quan
su cho Viét Cong.

Hom sau, khi tréi méi t6 mo sang,
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toi dén gan chiéc F-100 dugc giao cta
minh, trén ngudi khodc by G-suit, mang
theo du, md bao hiém va sung luc, san
sang thuc hién nhiém vu chién dau dau
tién trong chiéc mady bay cua riéng toi.
Luac di ngang qua dudng bdng, t6i bi mot
si quan canh sat chdn lai, yéu cau xuat
trinh chiing minh thu; anh dy qua thuc
co ly, tdi con qua tré d€ & bat cd noi nao
gan may bay chién dau, chu dung noi la
lai may bay chién dau mdt choé ngoi. Co
1é toi khong giong lam véi tudi 23 cua
minh.

Phan 16n cdc nhiém vu ctia ching
toi tap trung & khu vuc dugc goi 1a “Tam
giac Sat” (Iron Triangle), gan Cu Chi,
mot cdn cd ctia Viét Cong & phia tay
bac Sai Gon. Trén mat dat, né 1a dia ban
ctua Su doan 25, bi¢t danh Tropic Light-
ning (Chép Nhiét déi), nhiing nguoi da
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chuyén dén day tu can ci Hawaii ctia ho.
Tam giac Sat nam cach Bién Hoa chi 10
ddm vé phia tay bac; xa hon mot chat veé
phia tay la riing H6 Bo va rling Bai Lo,
nhiing khu vuc cling dugc ghi nhan la c6
nhiéu hoat dong ctia Viét Cong.

Chiéc F-100, biét danh la Super
Sabre, la moét may bay da nang. Doi khi,
chung t6i bay cdc nhiém vu ngan chédn
(interdiction) — ném bom cac muc tiéu
bi nghi ngd la c6 nhan vién, vat tu va
boong ke ctia doi phuong. Ban dém sé
1a bay kiéu Sky Spots — cdc nhiém vu do
radar diéu phdi, trong d6 chung t6i tha
bom trén cac khu vyc ban pha tu do ma
chang hé nhin thdy muyc tiéu ctia minh.

Chung t6i cling tham gia cdc nhiém
vu yém trg trén khong, bao gom tha
bom va ban hoda tién vao cac don vi
dich, nhiing ngudi dang giao chién véi
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linh My hodc dong minh cta chiung toi.
Day la nhiing hoat dong yéu thich ctia ca
nhém, vi ching t6i biét rang minh dang
truc tiép ho trg bo binh mat dat. Thong
thudng, chung toi sé tha bom & do cao
thap va toc do cao, tti 90m dén 180m vdéi
toc do 450 knot (khodng 833km/gis),
ho trg song song cho luc lugng mat dit.
Nhiéu nhiém vu trong s6 nay da dugc
thuc hién cap toéc. Cac may bay da dugc
ti€ép da nhién liéu va san sang cat canh,
chung t6i phai ¢ trén khong chi trong
vong 15 phut sau khi nhéan thong béo.

Nhiing nhiém vu kiéu nay khong
phai 1a khong co6 rai ro - mot dong tac
sai lam c6 thé khién ban cam dau xudng
dat (t6i van con nhé ré6 mot cai ciy rat
cao 6 khu Tam giac Sat ma suyt chut
nta toi da vudng vao) va hoa luc phong
khong ctia ké thu luén ti€p can chung
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toi rat nhanh. Moét t6i no, trén dudng trd
v€ chd ngt cua minh (doanh trai dugc
dung ti nhiing chiéc léu véi man chong
muoi ngan cach giudng ctia modi ngudi),
toi thay vi chi huy chuyén bay ctia chung
toi dang thu gom d6 dac cta mdt phi
cong dong nghiép, dong gdi chung dé
van chuyén vé nha. Anh ay von di luon
cdn trong, nhung trong nhiém vu thi
hai trong ngay, anh da bi ban ha khi dang
tha bom & dd cao thap.

Dbo6i khi nhom sé tham gia cac cudc
khong kich ctia B-52. Cé lan t6i da bay
v6i mot nhiép anh gia ngdi ¢ ghé sau ctia
chiéc F-100F dé quay mdt cudc tdn cong
& Ho Bo. Ba chiéc B-52 — nhiing mdy bay
ném bom khéng 16 bay ti tin ddo Guam
dén day - da tha xuong dau chiling 100
qua bom moi chiéc, giong nhu trai tham
vay. Khi nhin Tam giac Sat ti d¢ cao
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4.500m, trong ci nhu n6 dugc kham mét
hé bom sau mdi 10m. Lam sao ma thi gi
c6 thé ton tai dugc dudi sy tan pha lién
tuc nay, toi van thudng tu hoi.

Ban than Bién Hoa tuong doi an
toan, va chung toi it khi roi khoi can cu.
Nhém da dugc canh bao rang cac phi
cong bi xem la nhiing ké gieo rac cai chét
tu trén cao, va ai do c6 ngudi than bi giét
6 thé sé tim kiém ching t6i. Moi chuyén
tré nén dang s¢ hon khi mot ngudi dan
ong 16n tudi trong nhiéu nam da giap
don dep tda nha phi ddi dugc tim thay
dang cai mot qua bom dudi phong giao
ban ctia chung téi. At hin ching toi da
sat hai mot trong nhiing ngudi than cua
ong ay.

Ngay trudc Giang sinh nam 1966,

sau khi mot nha si tuyét vai giap téi nho
di chiéc rang khon, phi déi da chuyén
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dén mot can cd chién dau mdéi 6 Tuy
Hoa, xa hon vé phia bac va nam ngay sat
bién. Nhiém vu ctia chung téi ciing thay
do6i. Ching t6i van tham gia ho trg trén
khong & cu ly gan va thuc hién cac nhiém
vu ngan chdn, nhung sau d6 ca nhém da
nhan dugc mot thong bao tuyét mat vao
dau nam 1967: Chuing t6i sé bat ddu ném
bom & Lao, ddnh vao duéng mon Ho Chi
Minh 6 phia tay khu phi quéan sy. Chung
toi dang chong lai mot ké thu khac, cac
nha cAm quyén Bac Viét, nhiing nguoi da
ban tra bang cac hé thong phong khong
manh mé. Trong hai ngay dau tién, hai
chiéc may bay ctia nhém t6i da bi ban ha
(may man la ca hai phi cong da dugc ctiu
nho truc thiang). Chung téi nhanh chéng
thay doi chién thuat, sti dung ném bom
b6 nhao (dive bombing) va quyét dinh
tha bom & d6 cao 1,400m thay vi 90m.
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Bon thang sau, t6i dugc chon 1di may
bay canh quat, bay thip va cham (& Viét
Nam, loai may bay thudng dung la O-1,
v6i biét hi¢u Bird Dog - Ch6 mé& dudng),
c6 nhiém vu bay lugn trén khu vic muc
tiéu, phaéi hgp véi luc lugng mat dat va
chi dao tan cong. DU vay, doi khi t6i cling
hanh quan cung bd binh mat dat, mang
theo bo dam chi huy.

Anh ban than nhat va t6i (chung toi
hoc chung dai hoc va sau do6 tham gia
cung moét phi doi) dugc thuyén chuyén
dén Cu Chi, hoat dong tai can cud quan
st & do. Toi dugce chi dinh vao mot tiéu
doan, mat danh Mustang — mot ti€u doan
hoat dong rat tich cuc, néu xét dén so
lugng cac nhiém vu yém trg trén khong
ma chung t6i thuc hién. S6 lugng ho
bom trong Tam giac Sat van tang trong
may thdng toi § Tuy Hoa.
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Mot ngay no, véi tu cach la lién lac
vién ctia Khong quan MY, toi da di tuan
tra mat dat cing mét nhom linh Viét
Nam Cong hoa, tién vao khu Tam giac.
Ho da thuyét phuc t6i rang day 1a mot
nhiém vy rat an toan. Chung t6i tuan
tra doc theo cdc 16i di trong rung, va vi
chi huy rat vui miing chi cho t6i thay mé
cung dudng ham ma doéi cua 6ng da phat
hién ra. Cac dudng ham & khap moi noi;
anh tham chi cé thé diing ngay trén mot
trong s6 ching. Cu6i cung toi cling nhan
ra ly do tai sao tat ca nhiing ho bom lai
chang thé tao ra khac biét. (Cac dudng
ham bén dudi Cu Chi van con d6. That
ra, gidm doc diéu hanh cong ty ct cta
toi gan day da dén tham Viét Nam trong
chuong trinh MBA danh cho quan ly.
Anh dy da dén tham cac dudng ham ma
gio day da tré thanh mot bao tang va
diém du lich ndi tiéng. Thaoi gian qua da



38 | Wegyne Sdball

déi thay nhiéu thu.)

Moi ngudi thudng hoi tdi cd bao gio
bi trang dan hay khong. Trén cuong vi
mot phi cong, t6i chua mot lan dinh dan.
Nhung da xdy ra mot sy co trong chuyén
bay truc thang trong mot nhiém vu tim
va diét.

Nhiing nhiém vu nay rat ph6 bién hoi
nam 1967. TG roi sé dugc rai vai ngay
trudc cudc tan cong, khuyén tat ca nhiing
“cong dan tot” ngudi Viét Nam hay mau
so tan. Nhiing ké con lai s€ bi coi la Viét
Cong. (Toi chua bao git hiéu dugc thi
logic ay; tai sao ngudi xau lai chiu §lai co
chu?) Sau do6 dgt tdn cong sé dugc trién
khai. Truc thang chuyén chd mot tiéu
doan quan dén tdn noi, nhiing ngudi nay
sé tién hanh mdt cudc can quét qua cac
ngoi lang, thiéu rui cac tap léu tranh va
diét sach ké thu.
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Toi quan sat nhiing nhiém vy nay tu
chiéc truc thing chi huy cta ti€u doan,
bay lugn gan d6 - 125 binh si trén madt
dat, 12 mdy bay truc thang khong kich
yém trg, ai ndy déu san sang “vo lay” ké
thu.

Dot nhién, mot hinh ngudi mac do
den chay khoi dong lua, ngay trudc toan
linh My. Truc thang quay tron lai va bat
dau ban vao anh ta — nhung chi vo ich,
va diéu nay thuc sy khién vi dai ta ngoi
trong truc thdng ctia ching t6i that vong.
Buc doc, 6ng bat ddu cAm khdu M-16 ctia
minh, ban tu chiéc tryc thang ctia chung
toi.

Toi dodn anh chang dudi kia cuoi
cung cing s¢ hai. Anh diing lai, rut khau
sing luc ra va ban mét phat duy nhat vao
chung tdi. Vién dan xuyén qua san may
bay truc thang, cach chin t6i khodng
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45cm. Dén trong buong 1ai tat, va ching
toi tu ti ha xudng, nhe nhang dam vao
dong lua. Nguoi dan 6ng chay di, khong
hé han gi.

Cudi thang 08/1967, tdi quay trd lai
MY, bay chuyén ctia hang United - cho
qua canh - tu San Francisco dén Boston.
C6 mot ddm nhdc hippies cling diing
chd phia trudc toi, nhung may co tiép
vién da mdi toi 1én phia trudc va cho toi
ngodi trong khoang hang nhat. Ho dung
1a rat tot v6i ngudi trong quan doi.

Wayne Schell 1a cyu phi cong truc
thuoc Khong quan Hoa Ky, da bay hon
300 nhiém vu trong Chién tranh Viét
Nam. Sau nay, 6ng tré thanh giam doc
diéu hanh cua HSS, mot cong ty chuyén
vé bao mat.
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https://nghiencuuquocte.
org/2019/11/06/hoat-dong-cua-mot-
phi-cong-my-tham-chien-o-viet-nam/
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CHIEN TRANH VIET NAM
QUA HOI UC CUA MOT LINH MY

Ngudn: Marsh Carter, “At Quang
Nam, a Raid and a Reckoning”, The New
York Times, 24/01/2017.

Bién dich: Nguyén Thi Kim Phung
| Bién tap: Lé Hong Hiép

Thang 01/1967, toi 26 tuoi, la Dai
uy Thuy quén luc chién MY, chi huy mét
dai do¢i sung trudng 224 ngudi — Dai doi
C, Tiéu doan I, Trung Poan I, Su Doan
I - dong quan gan ba Nang, gan bién
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giGi v6i Bac Viét Nam. Khi 4y, t6i da o
dé dugc bon thang va da dan cé kinh
nghiém véi cac tran danh nho. O trong
mot dai doi sung trudng - rd rang la mii
nhon trong ludi dao chinh sach ctia My
— khong ton tai nhiéu tu duy chién lugc.
Nhiing nhiém vu chién thuat hang ngay,
dugc thiét ké dé giap chung t6i dat dugc
cac muc tiéu quan sy, da chi phoi hoat
dong cua dai doi.

Cudc song hang ngay chi xoay quanh
nhiing cu¢c tuan tra nho va lién tuc cua
cac nhém 15 dén 45 ngudi, véi nhiém vu
tim va diét hodc bat séng du kich Viét
Cong. Chung toi thudng lap ra mot khu
trai cd thé dugc phong vé bdi mot phan
ba dai ddi; nhiing ngudi con lai sé di tuan
tra, hodc néu la mua gdt, thi ddm bao an
ninh cho nong dan trong lang.

Chung t6i dung mi noi d€ lay nudc
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tam gdi va an cac sudt dn chién trudng
lam tu d6 hop, khong can phai niu hay
hdm nong. Cac thuc phdm nay dugc tang
cuong protein; ba bita dn chinh moi ngay
cung cap khoang 3.500 calo. Ct vai ngay,
xe boc thép sé lai dem dén cho chung t6i
thuc dn, quan 4o sach va thu tin, ciing
nhu dan dugc, lyu dan, min sat thuong,
kém gai, tai cat va cac phu tung thay thé
cho vii khi bi hong.

Pai doi chung t6i chiu trach nhiém
vé an ninh & mot huyén réng khoang 10
ddm vuong va thuc hién moi cong viéc,
gdm cham séc y té cho ngudi dan, ho
trg linh dia phuong, luc lugng canh sat
va quan ddi thuong truc cua Viét Nam
(Cong hoa). Nhung nhiém vu chinh
cta chung t6i la tim kiém Viét Cong. Va
mot trong nhiting chia khoa cho cac hoat
dong nay la su di dong: Chung t6i mang
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tat cd moi thd minh can trén lung.

bau nam 1967, t6i cdm tudng rang
chién tranh dang budc sang moét giai
doan nguy hiém mdéi. Chung téi da
gap nhiing toan linh chién Bac Viét di
theo dudng mon H6 Chi Minh bat dau
ti gitia ndm 1965, sau khi Tong théng
Lyndon B. Johnson tuyén bé 6ng khong
c6 ké hoach x4m lang mién Bac. Viy nén
thach thuc cua dai déi lai cang nhan 1én:
Chung t6i phai doi mét véi linh du kich
Viét Cong — nhiing ngudi 1a moi de doa
dang ké do6i v6i thuong dan — dong thai
phai san sang tham gia vao cac tran danh
truyén thong véi cac don vi chinh quy
Bac Viét. Muc tiéu ctia H6 Chi Minh van
ludn 1a thong nhat dat nudc, va 6ng can
binh linh chinh quy cua minh & mién
Nam chong lai cac chién thudt tan cong
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cia My va luc lugng Viét Nam Cong
Hoa.

Leo thang chién tranh da tr& nén r6
rang vao gitia thang 1, khi dai d¢i cua
toi dugc giao nhiém vy nam ngoai khu
vuc hoat dong binh thudng ctia ching
toi — dot kich vao mdt ngdi lang ctia ké
thu va la an toan khu noi hon 100 chi
huy Viét Cong du dinh sé nhém hop.
Vai ngay truéc dé, mot giao lién dich
da bi giét trong mot cudc phuc kich; cac
tai liéu cua anh ta cho thay budi hop sé
dugc t6 chtic vao trua ngay 14/01 tailang
Ban Lanh, tinh Quéang Nam. Khai thac
tinh bdo mot cdch nhanh chéng va kha
nang dua linh vao dia ban can cti ctia doi
phuong la hai nguyén tac ctia cac chién
dich chéng du kich. D€ giét hodc bat giti
dugc nhiéu du kich nhat, chién dich nay
sé phai lam ca hai diéu dé.
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Vi vdy, vao trua ngay 14/01/1967,
176 thanh vién cta dai doi da 1én 12 truc
thang va bay dén khu vuc dugc chi dinh.
Khoang 20 phut sau, chung toi da lot vao
mét “diém noéng”. Toan bd truc thang
déu bi ban khi chuin bi ha canh dé€ tha
chung t6i xudng, va van ti€p tuc bi ban
cho dén khi chung cat canh tré lai.

Sau d6 chung t6i bat dau nhiém vu
cta minh, chién d4u dé tim dudng vao
lang, trong khi may bay My ti€én hanh
khong kich, xa sung va phun khoéi dé
kiém chan ké thu. D6 la mét ngoi lang
da dugc ting cuong; mdi nha déu c6 cac
vi tri chién d4u va cidc hAm tru 4n, va ca
lang dugc bao vé bdi cac liy tre von lam
han ché su di chuyén ctia ching toi.

Ngay trong théi ky Chién tranh BDong
Duong chong Phép (1946-1954) noi nay
da dugc coi la moét thanh tri ctia Cong
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san. Khi ching t6i tdn cong va bat dau c6
thuong vong, thi chung t6i nhan thay ro6
rang 1a lvc lugng dich 16n hon nhiéu so
v6i du dodn; ching t6i can nhanh chéng
hoan thanh st ménh rdi rat quan. Toi
van nhé r6 luc nhin vé cac ngon nui &
phia tdy nam — t6i biét rang quan dich
co luc lugng yém trg 4n nau trén nhiing
ngon nui do, vi ching nam ngoai khu
vic ma ngudi My da danh dau dé binh
dinh.

Toan dai ddi déu bi an tugng trudc
muc do ky ludt, quyét tam va sy hung
han ctia ké thu. Vai tuan sau, chung toi
mdi biét rang khu vuc nay da dugc bao
vé khong chi béi Viét Cong ma con béi
cac don vi 16n thudoc Quan doi Bac Viét,
khi ho thay chi c6 12 truc thang tha quan
xuong, ho da bat dau tang vién cho ngoi
lang. Chinh vao luc ay, chuong trinh
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huan luyén thay quan luc chién va lap
ké hoach tién chién dau ctia chung t6i da
phat huy hiéu qua - khi cac chi huy cap
thap bi thuong, cac ha si va trung si cta
ho da ti€p quan ma khong hé nao nung.

Chiu héa lyc manh nhung cu6i cuing
chung t6i cling dén dugc diém hen - do
la mdt ngdi chuia, vao khoang 4 gio chiéu,
nhung lac do6 thi gan nhu tat ca cac chi
huy Viét Cong déu da so tan. Chdng
con viéc nao khac ngoai tap hgp lai dé
rut quan. Chang t6i da phdi hung chiu
nhiéu thuong vong trén dudng mon va
trong lang, va phai mat thai gian d€ gom
da nhiing ngudi thuong vong. Tham chi
da co lac, mét nguoi trong so6 chung toi
da phai bo dudi lan dan cua ké thu dé
ctiu moét ngudi linh khéac bi thuong.

Cudi cling, chung t6i da giét hon 50
linh Bac Viét va bat gii mot can bo cap
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cao. Khi goi truc thang dén don 32 ngudi
linh bi thuong va 5 ngudi khac da chét,
ching t6i can cac cudc khong kich dé
chan ké dich va d€ bao vé may bay truc
thang. Chung t6i biét rang minh khong
thé & lai qua dém vi ching t6i thiéu dan,
va dang khong & trong khu viic ma ching
toi c6 thé dugc cac don vi thiy quén luc
chién khac tiép vién.

Vao thai diém dé trong cudc chién,
ching tdi van ty tin rang minh c6 thé
danh bai linh du kich va cdc don vi quan
doi Bac Viét. Nhung ro6 rang 1a chinh
phtt mién Nam da khong lam du d€ loai
bd cac nguyén nhan gay ra noi ddy, hoac
nhting diéu kién khién nhiéu ngudsi Viét
Nam muodn song dudi ché do cong san.
Sau do, khi t6i c6 mot thoi gian dé nghi
vé chién lugc, mot suy nghi kho chiu bat
ngd xudt hién: Chung ta cé thé thang
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trén chién trudng, nhung liéu chiing do
c6 du dé gianh chién thang trong cudc
chién?

Toi tu hao dugc phuc vu trong luc
lugng Thuy quan luc chién tai Viét Nam,
va toi tin tuéng vao su mang ctia minh.
Sau nay, t6i da c6 mdt sy nghiép 35 nam
trong linh vuc tai chinh, bao gém cac vi
tri nhu Gidm doéc Diéu hanh mdt cong
ty thudc danh sach Fortune 500 va Chu
tich Hoi dong quan tri Tap doan Giao
dich Chutng khodn New York. Nhung toi
chua bao gié cam thay minh cé nhiéu
trach nhiém nhu khi 1a chi huy cta 224
linh thay quan luc chién cta Pai doi C,
nhiing ngudi da ddt niém tin cua ho vao
kha nang lanh dao cua t6i va giao phé
cho t6i sinh mang ctia ho.

Marsh Carter tot nghiép trudng West
Point. Ong di tling lam si quan Thay
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quan Luc chién hai nam & Viét Nam.
Ong con 1a cyu Gidm d6c Diéu hanh
State Street Bank and Trust va cuu Chu
tich Tap doan Giao dich Chung khodn
New York (New York Stock Exchange
Group) tli ndm 2005 dén nam 2013.

https://nghiencuuquocte.
org/2017/04/11/chien-tranh-viet-nam-
qua-hoi-uc-cua-mot-linh/
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CHIEN TRANH VIET NAM:
CUQC CHIEN GIET CHET
NIEM TIN

Ngudn: Karl Marlantes, “Vietnam:
The War That Killed Trust”, The New
York Times, 07/01/2017.

Bién dich: Nguyén Thi Kim Phung

Mot ngay dau mua xudn nam 1967,
toi dang tham gia moét cudc tranh luan
so0i ndi lac 2 gid sang vai cac ban hoc tai
Dai hoc Yale vé Chién tranh Viét Nam.
Toi dén tii mot thi tran nho & Oregon, va
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da tung tham gia Luc lugng du bi Thuy
quan luc chién (Marine Corps Reserve).
Con ban beé toi chti yéu dén tii cac trudng
du bi & B6 Dong. Mot ngudi trong s ho
noéi rang Lyndon B. Johnson da néi doéi
ve cudc chién. Toi thot lén: “Nhung ...
nhung moét Tong thong My sé khong ndi
doi ngudi My!” Va tat ca ho déu bat cuoi.

Khi t6i ké cau chuyén dé cho cac con
toi, chung cling cudi pha lén. Di nhién
la Tong thong cling noi doi. Tat ca cac
chinh tri gia déu ndi doi. “Lay Chua, Bo
dén ti hanh tinh nao vay?”

Trudc chién tranh Viét Nam, hau hét
ngudi My déu gidong nhu to6i. Sau chién
tranh Viét Nam, hau hét ngudi My déu
giong nhu cac con toi.

My khong chi thua cudc, va tra gid
bdang mang song cta 58.000 thanh nién
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nam nd. Chién tranh Viét Nam con thay
déi chung ta trén tu cach mdt qudc gia,
theo nhiéu cach t6i té hon: N6 khién
ching ta hoai nghi va mat long tin vao
cac thé ché, dic biét Ia vao chinh pht.
Do6i v6i nhiéu ngudi, né da xéa md mot
suy nghi, da tling gan nhu phd quat -
ring mot phan ctia viéc lam cong dan
My la phuc vu dat nuéc minh.

Nhung khong phai moi thii vé Chién
tranh Viét Nam déu tiéu cuc. La mot
trung uy Thuy quan luc chién tai Viét
Nam, t6i da chiing kién cach ma cudc
chién da tap hgp nhiing ngudi dan 6ng
tré tuodi tu nhiéu sac tdc va chung toc
khac nhau, va budc ho phdi tin tudng
1an nhau vi mang séng ctia minh. Chinh
tinh hudng thti thach chiing tdc nay da
déng mot vai tro to 16n, nhung thudng bi
danh gia thép, trong viéc thay doi nudc
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My theo hudéng tién t6i sy hoa nhap thuc
Su.

Va ngay cé khi chién tranh Viét Nam
ti€p tuc dinh hinh dat nudc chung ta, vi
tri cua no trong y thiic quoc gia lai dang
dan bién mat. Khoang 65% dan s6 My
hién dudi 45 tuoi va do d6 ho khong thé
nhé vé cugc chién. Trong khi do, chién
tranh tai Iraq va Afghanistan, su can du
ctua chung ta vao Syria, cudc chién cua
chung ta v6i chti nghia khing bé — nhting
xung dot nay dang day chién tranh Viét
Nam lui xa hon vao qua khu.

b6 lai cang la nhiing ly do tat ca
chung ta phai nhé vé Chién tranh Viét
Nam va hau qud ctia né doi véi ngay
nay. Bai tiéu luan nay sé m& dau cho mot
loat bai mé&i ctia The New York Times,
“Vietnam ’67”, nham xem xét cach cac su
kién nam 1967 va dau nam 1968 da dinh
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hinh Viét Nam, My va thé gidi. Hy vong
rang n6 sé lam mdéi cudc tro chuyén vé
mot sy kién lich st von da troi qua ntia
thé ky.

Nhiing gi doc gia nhan dugc ti cudc
tro chuyén do 1a mot van dé khac. Néu
tat ca nhiing gi ching ta lam la tranh
luan tai sao ta lai thua, hodac tai sao ta
lai ddt chéan t6i do6 ngay ti dau, chung
ta sé bd qua cau hoi thuc sy quan trong:
Chién tranh Viét Nam da c6 tac dong gi
1én ngudi My chung ta?

CHU NGHIA HOAI NGHI

Chién tranh Viét Nam da thay doi
cach chung ta nhin nhéan chinh tri.
Chung ta da quen thudc véi viéc cac nha
lanh dao ndi doi vé cudc chién: bia dat
Su kién Vinh Bac B9, s6 lugng “cac tinh
dugc binh dinh” (ma chinh xac thi “binh
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dinh” 1a gi?), va s6 thuong vong (cta
quéan dich) bi théi phong.

Nguoi ta néi vé “khodng trong tin
nhiém” (credibility gap) cta Johnson.
béy la mot cach noi lich sy rang Tong
thong da no6i doi. Nhung & thai do,
khoang trong tin nhiém bi coi la bat
thudng va xau xa. Bén cudi cudc chién,
né van bi xem 1a x4u, nhung da khong
con la bat thudng niia. Ngay nay, khi cac
chinh tri gia no6i doi, nhiing ngudsi kiém
tra su that cé thé chi ra diéu gi la dung,
nhung sau d6 moi ngudi lai quén nd di
va ti€p tuc song.

Chung ta da chuyén tt ngay tho sang
hoai nghi. Nguoi khac cé thé lap luan
rang hai diéu ay doi lap, nhung toéi nghi
1a khong. Vi ngay tho, anh cé nguy co v&
mong, dé 1a nhiing gi da xdy ra vdi toi
va nhiéu ngudi trong thé h¢ téi. Nhung
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su hoai nghi thi ngan can anh tu trudc
khi anh bat dau. N6 khién chung ta xa
lanh “chinh phu,” mét t ma ngay nay
mang nghia la viing 1ay quan liéu. N6 de
doa nén dan chu, béi n6 pha huy ngay ca
y dinh mong muén thay doi ctia ngudi
dan.

Anh khong thé hoan thanh hé théng
dudng cao toc 16n nhat thé gidi, xdy dung
mot s6 lugng 16n cac trudng trung hoc va
dai hoc cong lap, thong qua chuong trinh
“Xa hoi vi dai” (Great Society — chuong
trinh déi ndi cta Téng thong L.B. John-
son, xoay quanh viéc x6a bé doi ngheo va
phan biét chung toc — NBT), chién dau
trong mot cudc chién 16n, va dat chan téi
mat trdng — nhiing diéu ma chung ta da
lam dugc cung luc trong thap nién 1960
— néu anh hoai nghi vé€ chinh pht va cac
chinh tri gia.
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Toi song gan Seattle, noi gan nhu
khong phai vung dat cta Donald J.
Trump. Hau hét nhiing ngudi ban cta toi
déu nhao bang mot cach day hoai nghi
khau hiéu cta Trump, Make America
Great Again (Lam cho nuéc My vi dai
trd lai); von chi ra rang moi diéu déu sai
trong cac thoi ky trude. That vay, nudc
My khong phai la thién dudng, dac biét
1a cho cac nhom thiéu s6. Nhung van cé
mot vai su that. Chung ta tliing “vi dai”
hon vao thoi do. Chinh Chién tranh Viét
Nam - chu khong phai cha nghia ty do,
khong phai dan nhap cu, khong phai
toan cau hda - da lam chung ta thay doi.

CHUNG TOC

Thang 12/1968, t6i & trong mdt khu
riing nam trén ngon doéi cach khu vuc
phi quan su khoang 1 km. Mot chiéc
truc thang da tha xuong khodng ba tuan
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mdt lan nhiing thu tii U6t dam va nhiing
goi thic an nhau nat. Trong dong do dé
c6 mot mén danh cho Ray Delgado, mot
thanh nién 18 tudi ngudi goc Tay Ban
Nha dén tu Texas. Toi nhin Ray xé 16p
vo boc bang gidy nhom va cudi toe toét,
tay cam thu gi dé dua 1én cho t6i xem.

— Cai gi vay? Toi hoi.
— D6 1a tamales!. Tu me toi.
— Tamales la gi?

— Anh muoén tht mot miéng khong?
Ray hoi.

— Chac chan roi.

To6i nhin né, quay qua quay lai, roi

nhét ludén vao miéng va bat dau nhai.
Ray va nhiing ngudi ban géc Tay Ban

1 Tamales la mdt mén dn ctia ngudi Mexico, dugc ché bién tu
thit bam, dem hap hodc nudng trong vo ng6 (ND).
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Nha khéc ctia cdu ta dn ngau nghién, con
toi thi can ddm nhai va tham nghi “Cha
trach sao ma rang ctia ngudi Mexico lai
tot t6i vay”

— Thi€u uy - Ray cuo6i cung cling cat
tiéng — Anh phai bdc cdi vo bap ra trude.

Toi dén ti mot thi tran chuyén khai
thac go & bo bién Oregon. Toi tling nghe
no6i vé tamales, nhung chua bao gi¢
nhin thay né. Mai dén khi gia nhap dai
doi Thay quén luc chién & Viét Nam,
toi m6i noi chuyén véi ngusi Mexico.
bung, nhiing ngudi nhu tdi goi nhiing
ngudi nhu Ray 1a “ngudi Mexico,” du ho
cling cé “chat My~ nhiéu nhu chat My
trong banh tdo— va tamales. Cing thang
chuing tdc 6 noi toi 16n 1én 1a khi ngudi
Thuy Dién va ngudi Na Uy tranh cai véi
ngudi Phan Lan moi t6i thi bay tai bai
ddu xe ngoai san nhdy & Labor Temple.
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Téng thong Harry Truman tung ra
1énh hoa hgp sac toc trong quin doi vao
nam 1948. Dén chién tranh Viét Nam,
binh linh thu¢c nhiéu ching toc da cung
nhau phuc vu trong quan doéi. Nhung
viéc ddt moi ngudi vao cing mot don vi
rat khac so véi viéc khién ho phai lam
viéc cung nhau nhu mdt don vi.

Ky tc cua dat nudc chung ta vé hoa
nhap sac toc chu yéu la vé nhiing nguoi
diing cam trong phong trao dan quyén.
Hay tudng tugng tat cad hoc sinh trung
hoc & Birmingham, Alabama - da trang
va da den - déu dugc trang bi vii khi
ty dong trong mdt moi trudng ma viéc
dung nhiing vi khi nay ciing pho bién
nhu an trua, va tat cd déu bi kich thich
bai testosterone. D6 méi 1a cing thang
chung toc.
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Trong suot chién tranh Viét Nam,
da c6 hon 200 vu giét chi huy (fragging)
xdy ra trong quan doi Hoa Ky, cac vu
viéc dugc thuc hién bang lyu dan phin
manh nén khong thé xac dinh dugc ké
giét ngudi. Hau nhu tat ca cac vu giét chi
huy, it nhat 1a khi tha pham bi bat, déu
cd dong co lién quan t6i ching tdc.

Tuy nhién, trai nghiém phd bién hon
trong cudc chién 1a sy hgp tac va ton
trong. Néu t6i bi ban ha béi doi phuong
va toi can mot tay sung M-79, t6i sé hét
goi Thompson, bédi vi anh ay 1a ngudi
gioi nhdt. Toi thAm chi con chang nghi
vé mau da ctia anh ay.

Nhiing nguoi da trang phai nghe
nhac soul (von phé bién véi ngudi da
den) va nhiing ngudi da den phai nghe
nhac dong qué (von pho bién véi ngudi
da trang). Chung t6i khong s¢ nhau. Va
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tradi nghiém thoi chién da gan bo véi
chung t6i. Hang trdm ngan thanh nién
tré v€ ti Viét Nam v6i nhiing y tudng
khéac nhau vé ching toc — mot s6 la to6i
té hon, nhung phan 16n la tét dep hon.
Nan phan biét chung toc da khong dugc
giai quyét 6 Viét Nam, nhung t6i tin rang
dé 1a noi ma dat nudc chung ta cudi cing
da hoc dugc rang tat ca ching ta van cé
thé cing chung song.

PHUC VU

Toi dang & mdt buoi doc sach & Fay-
etteville, North Carolina khi mét doi
vg chong tré xuat hién tai ban ky tang.
Ngudi chong ding thang lung trong bd
quan phuc. Con ngudi vg thi mot tay bé
mot dda bé sg sinh, tay con lai dat theo
mot dia khac chi méi biét di. Ca hai déu
trong nhu viia mdéi tot nghiép trung hoc
khoang hai nam. Ngudi phu ni bat dau
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khéc. Toi hoi cod ay cé chuyén gi khong
On, va co noi:

— Chong t6i lai di nita, vao ngay mai.
Toi quay sang ngudi chong va noi:

-0, 1a chuyén di phuc vu thd hai cta
anh a?

— Khong, thua 6ng, anh ay dap. La
chuyén thu bay.

Long t6i ndng triu. Liéu day cé phai
la mdt nudc cong hoa?

Chién tranh Viét Nam bat dau khi ché
dd quan dich két thuc, va Lau Nam Goéc
tao ra cai goi la “quan doi tinh nguyén”.
Nhung t6i khong nghi thé. Toi goi no la
“quan doi tuyén dung”. Tinh nguyén la
nhiing ngudi voi vang t6i buu dién dé
ghi danh di linh sau khi Tran Chau Cang
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hodc Trung tam Thuong mai Thé gidi bi
danh bom. Con tuyén dung thi phtc tap
hon nhiéu.

Khi t6i 16n 1én, cha hoadc chu cua hau
hét cac ban t6i déu da phuc vu trong Thé
chién II. Tat ca phu ni trong thi tran déu
biét rang tau khu truc nhé hon tau tuan
duong, va trung doi nho hon dai doi, béi
vi chong ho déu tling & trén tau khu truc
hay & trong trung ddi. Thai dy, ngudi ta
goi dé 1a “phuc vu”. Ngay nay, chung ta
goi d6 1a “quan doi”

Su thay d6i trong ngdn ngii cho thay
su thay d6i siu sac trong thai do cua nén
cong hoa doi véi luc lugng vii trang cua
nd. Chédd quan dichlakhong cong bing.
Chi cé nam giéi mdi phai tong quan. Va
nhiing ngudi dan 6ng c6 da kha nang
chi trd hoc phi dai hoc sé khong bi goi

di nghia vu cho dén giai doan cudi, khi
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cudc chién da gan két thuc.

Nhung viéc loai bé ché do quan dich
da khong giai quyét bat cong.

Gidi tinh hoa My hau nhu khong
phai di nghia vu quan sy. Khac trén tudng
Dai sanh Woolsey ¢ Dai hoc Yale la tén
ctia hang trdm thanh vién cta truong da
chét trong Thé chién I va II. Ba muoi lam
ngudi da chét tai Viét Nam, va khong cé
ai ké tu thoi do.

Thay vao do, tang 16p lao dong My
dang ngay cang hing chiu ganh ndng
chét choc va thuong vong ké tu Thé
chién II. Trong moét nghién ciiu dang
trén t& The University of Memphis Law
Review, Douglas Kriner va Francis Shen
da xem xét khodng cach gitia thuong
vong va thu nhap, so sanh su khac biét
gitia thu nhap trung binh cua cac ho gia
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dinh (theo gia tri dong USD nam 2000)
trong cac cong dong cé so thuong vong
cao nhat (25%) véi cac cong dong con lai.
Bat dau ti khoang cach thuong vong -
thu nhip gin bang nhau trong Thé chién
II, khoang cich nay da tang lén 5.000
USD trong chién tranh Triéu Tién, 8.000
USD trong chién tranh Viét Nam, va bay
gio la hon 11.000 USD trong chién tra-
nh Iraq va Afghanistan. No6i cach khdc,
ba nhom cé thu nhép thap nhat da phai
hting chiu thuong vong nhiéu hon 50%
s0 v&i ba nhom cé thu nhap cao nhat.

Néu nhiing bat binh dang nay tiép
tuc gia tdng, noi oan gian sé ting 1én
cung v6i nd. Néu odn han ngay cang gia
ting, su chia ré gitia quan doi va dan
thudng von da rong sé cang rong hon.
Day la cach ma cac nén cdng hoa sup do,
khi quan d¢i va mdt bo phan ngudi dan
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trung thanh véi ngudi chi huy quan doi
hon 12 v6i dat nudce ho.

Chung ta can trd lai v6i tinh than cta
ché do quan dich, va cach ma moi ngudi
nhan thitic vé viéc phuc vu cho dat nudc
cta ho. Ché do quan dich dugc hau hét
moi ngudi xem xét theo cung mot cach
chung ta nhin nhan vé thué€ thu nhap. Toi
sé€ khong dong thué néu khong c6 moi
de doa bi ¢ ti. Nhung la mot cong déan
o trach nhiém, toi cling thay rang déng
thué la can thiét dé tai trg cho chinh phua
— chinh pht cua t6i.

Nguoi ta van sé cau nhau. Chung ta
than phién vé thué. Moi nguoi van cd
gang dé€ c6 dugc nhiing phan t6t hon.
Nhung moi ngudi déu sé phuc vu. Ho sé
lam viéc cho “chinh pha” va cé thé bat
dau xem d¢ 1a “chinh phu ctia ching ta”.
Sé kho cé thé hoai nghi vé dit nudc néu
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anh cdng hién hai nam cudc d6i minh dé
bién noé thanh noi tét dep hon.

Hay dé nghia vu quan su chi la mot
trong nhiéu cach dé nhiing ngudi tré
c6 thé phuc vy dit nudc cua ho. Véi
nghia vu quan su phd quat, nhiing ciu
trai ti Seattle c6 thé sé cung chia sé mot
chiéc tamale véi nhiing c6 gai goc Tay
Ban Nha tti El Paso. Phe bao tht va phe
tu do sé€ hoc cach lam viéc cuing nhau vi
mot sy nghiép chung. Ching ta c6 thé
trd lai tinh than khi nhiing ngudi dén
tu cac chung toc khiac nhau hoc cach dé
lam viéc cung nhau trong thoi ky Chién
tranh Viét Nam.

Chién tranh Viét Nam sé tiép tuc
dinh hinh chung ta, ngay cd khi ta da
quén mat né lam diéu 4y nhu thé nao.
Nhung van chua qua tré dé nhé lai va
bat tay lam diéu gi do.
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Karl Marlantes, tac gid cudn sach
“What It is Like To Go to War” va tiéu
thuyét “Matterhorn,” ting la mot linh
Thuy quan luc chién trong Chién tranh
Viét Nam.
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TAI SAO LIEN XO
GIUP PO BAC VIET

Nguon: Sergey Radchenko, “Why
Were the Russians in Vietnam?”, The
New York Times, 27/03/2018.

Bién dich: Nguyén Thi Kim Phung
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Ngay nay chung ta da biét dugc tai
sao ngudi My lai mat qua nhiéu thoi gian
nhu vay trudc khi rat khoéi Viét Nam:
Rai di cé nghia 1a thé hién su yéu dudi
trudc moi de doa cia Cdng san toan cau,
gay ra phan ung di doi tai qué nha va
danh mat uy tin ctia My doi véi cac dong
minh.

Nhung néu sy tham gia cia My dugc
hiéu rd, ngudi ta lai chdng thé néi diéu
tuong tu vé siéu cudng doi thu cua ho,
Lién X0. Ngudi Lién X6 nhan dugc gi
tu viéc ting hd mot cudc chién noi riing
ram xa x0i, gui cac cd van, vat tu va tién
cta dén giup dé Bac Viét — chap nhan
thyc hién moét hanh dong khong chi lam
déng bang quan hé X6-My, ma con co
nguy co cham ngoi xung dot toan cau?
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Co phdi 1a bdi tam quan trong dia
chinh tri ctia Viét Nam? Hay la do méi
ban tam cia Moskva vé truyén ba tu
tudng cach mang? Chung ta thudng cé
thdi quen gan cho phia bén kia nhiing
tam nhin va muc dich ma ta khong
muoén lam cho ban than minh. Thuc ra,
c6 nét tuong dong dang ké gitia sy hién
dién ctia My va Lién X0 tai Viét Nam.
Giéng nhu ngudi My, diéu ma Moskva
quan tam nhat la uy tin ctia minh trén
cuong vi mot dong minh va mot siéu
cudng, ciing nhu tinh chinh danh trong
nudéc va quoc t€ ma uy tin ay mang lai.

Nikita Khrushchev, ngudi tién phong
xoay truc Lién X0 sang thé gidi thu ba
vao thap nién 1950, cé rat it sy quan tam
va kién nhan danh cho Bac Viét, nhiing
ngudi ma ong toé y nghi ngd, dac biét la
sau khi Ha Noi bat dau nghiéng vé phia
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Trung Qudc trong chia ré X6 - Trung.

Viéc Bac Viét Nam ding vé phia
Trung Quoc dugc xem la mot dong thai
chién thuat khi khong cé lya chon tot
hon. Chinh Khrushchev da gop phan
dan dén hanh dong doi chiéu khi ti chéi
cung cdp vién trg, nhung ong lai d6 16i
rang viéc danh mat Bac Viét la do nhiing
muu mo tudng tugng ctia “con chau goc
Hoa” (Chinese half-breeds) trong hang
ngl lanh dao dang ctia Viét Nam. Doi
vGi Khrushchev, van dé Viét Nam chi
la mét khia canh trong cudc dau tranh
rong 16n hon véi Trung Qudc, va cu thé
hon, chi la mot khia canh kha bén 1€.

Tat ca thay doi khi Khrushchev bi 14t
dé trong mét cudc “dao chinh” vao thang
10/1964. Ngudi k€ vi 6ng, Leonid Bre-
zhnev va Alexei Kosygin, muon chiing
minh rang ho thuc sy trung thanh véi
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cam két khi dong minh can cung cap
vién trg quan sy. Ly do co ban la lanh
dao mdi ctia Lién X6 dang phai doi mat
v6i su thi€u hut tinh chinh danh. Giap
dd Viét Nam trong cudc chién chong
lai “cht nghia dé€ quoc” sé giup ho duogc
cong nhan - bdi nhan dan, anh em va
dong minh ctia ho, cling nhu béi thé gidi
noi chung — vé tu cach la nguoi thua ke
hop phép vai tro lanh dao phe xa hdi chu
nghia. Clng vi ly do tuong tu, Moskva
da co gang cai thién quan hé v6i Trung
Quodc.

Tuy nhién, Mao Trach Ponglai ching
mady may dap lai. Diéu nay cang tré nén
rd rang trong chuyén viéng thdm Bac
Kinh ctia Kosygin hoi thang 02/1965. Vi
Chu tich Hoéi dong B0 trudng Lién X6 da
noéi vé sy can thiét cia mot “hanh dong
thong nhat” nham gitup d& nd luc chién
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tranh ctia Ha Noi. Mao dap lai l6i dé nghi
ay bang sy mia mai thu dich, tuyén b6
trugc Kosygin rang doi dau Trung - X6
sé kéo dai ca mot van ndm. “My va Lién
X6 gid day dang quyét dinh van ménh
thé gidi,” Mao ndi mot cach chua chat.
“Thé thi ct di ma ty quyét dinh” Ong
to ra khong chut ban tam dén chién sy
leo thang & Viét Nam: “Vay thi sao? Co
gi la khting khi€p khi mét s6 ngudi phai
chét?” - va phan doi lo lang ctia Kosy-
gin vé xung dot ngay cang siu sic bang
161 kéu goi lac quan tién hanh mot cudc
“chién tranh cach mang”

Khi quan hé ctia Moskva vé6i Trung
Qudc tiép tuc xau di, Ha Noi cling chuyén
dan tu lap trudng than Trung Quoc sang
vi thé trung 14p hon. D¢ la béi vi Bac
Viét can va khi cta Lién X0, dac biét la
cac tén lta phong khong tién tién, dé tu
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bdo vé minh trudc cac dot ném bom cta
My. Nhung Cich mang Vdn hoa Trung
Quoc ciing 1a mét phan nguyén nhan.
Cac nha lanh dao Viét Nam da phan
nd trudce viéc Bac Kinh khudy dong chu
nghia cuc doan trong cong dong ngudi
Hoa kha l6n dang sinh séng & mién Bac
Viét Nam. Uy vién B6 Chinh tri Nguyén
Vén Vinh, vao ndm 1967, thoi diém dinh
cao cta sy tham chién ctia ngu6i My, ndi
rang “Nghe thi c6 vé nghich ly nhung
nguoi Viét Nam khong sg ngudi My ma
s¢ cac dong chi Trung Qudc.”

Céang thang gitta Bic Kinh va Ha
NoOi tré nén ro rét hon vao nam 1971,
sau chuyén di bi mat caa Henry Kissing-
er dén Trung Quoc va cac thong bdo vé
chuyén tham sau d6 ctia Nixon. Bac Viét
da khong dugc hoiy kién va duong nhién
cam thay bi phan béi. Nhung c6 mot van
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dé tham chi con 16n hon: Ngudi Trung
Quodc va ngudi Viét Nam cd nhiing quan
diém rat khac nhau vé tdim quan trong
tuong doi ctia ho. Cac lanh dao Trung
Qudc coi Bac Viétla thuoc ha. Ho da giap
Bac Viét. Ho chi dan cho Bac Viét. Va
cai ho mong chd 1a su than phuc. Nhung
ngudi Viét lai khong chiu than phuc.
Sau nhiéu ndm chién dau chong lai My,
ho cam thay minh cé quyén tuyén bo la
lanh dao cach mang, it nhat la & Dong
Nam A.

bay la thong diép ma tudng Vo
Nguyén Gidap mang dén Moskva vao
thang 12/1971, khi Bac Viét dang chuan
bi cho cudc tong tién cong mua xuan dé
gidng don cudi cung vao Nam Viét Nam.
Ong Gidp htia hen ring chién thing
chung cta lién quan X6 - Viét tai Viét
Nam sé dua Ha Noi vuon lén hang ngi
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lanh dao, dong thdi tré thanh dau cau
cta cht nghia xa héi & thé giéi thu ba.
“Chung t6i muon thuc hién nhiém vuy
nay cung véi Lién X0, béi vi khong ai cé
thé lam diéu d6 ma khong cé Lién X6,
ong noéi. Cac nha lanh dao Lién X6 ung
h¢ thong diép nay, ddc biét la sau khi dng
Gidp hua sé cho Lién X6 quyén déng luc
lugng hai quéan tai Vinh Cam Ranh ma
khi ay van do My kiém soat.

C6 nhiing nguy hiém trong viéc ting
ho¢ thai do quan sy cting ran cua Ha Noi.
Su khéi dong lai cac tran danh 16n vao
thang 03/1972 da de doa budc tién trong
hoa hoan My - X6. Sau khi ngudi My
dap tra cac chién dich phan cong cua Ha
Noi bang cac dgt tdn cong ném bom trén
dién rong, mot s6 ngudi trong gisi lanh
dao Lién X0, bao gom Kosygin, da dé
xudt htty bo héi nghi thugng dinh sap téi

5, T o TH6 XX gffp (9 ke VBGR 7 85

& Moskva. “Anh dang dua a?” Brezhnev
hoéi. “Tai sao khong chu!,” Kosygin dap.
“Day c6 thé la thu bom chung ta can”
“Day la mot qua bom, dung vay,” Brezh-
nev nhdn xét, “nhung ai sé bi &nh huéng
nhiéu hon?”

Brezhnev coi hoa hoan 1a m6t thanh
tyu cd nhén va khong san sang hy sinh
no6 vi lgi ich cua Viét Nam. Tuy nhién,
ong cting khong san long gay ap luc véi
Viét Nam chi vi mo6i quan hé tét hon véi
My, y tudng ma Kissinger va Nixon goi
la “moi lién h¢” (linkage). Diéu ma bo
doéi ngudi My chua hiéu r6 la Viét Nam
1a mdt yéu t6 quan trong trong no luc trd
thanh lanh dao toan cau cua Brezhnev.
Su tng ho cua Lién X6 danh cho Ha Noéi
la diéu khién Lién X0 tréd thanh mot siéu
cudng thuc su va ngang hang v6i My.
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Nixon cling ting nhd lai viéc bi bat
ngo trong Thugng dinh Moskva thing
05/1972, khi Brezhnev, “ngudi ma phut
trugc con cudi noi vo vai tdi, bong bat
chgt la hét gian di,” 6ng cdo budc My da
pham nhiing t0i ac khing khiép & Viét
Nam. Brezhnev lam thé béi 6ng phai béo
v¢ uy tin ctia minh trudc cac dong ng-
hiép va trudc Bac Viét,

— Toi cho rang tdi hay cac dong chi
cta tdi chua tiing phai noi chuyén véi
bat ky ai mot cach manh mé va gay gat
nhu khi chung t6i néi chuyén véi Nixon
vé Viét Nam.

Brezhnev sau nay ké lai cho Tong Bi
thu Lé Duan va Thu tuéng Pham Vin
Dong nhu vay.

Quan hé Trung-Viét thai diém do da
xuong mot muc thap mdéi. Tinh dén mua
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he nam 1973, khi My dang hoan thanh
viéc rut quan, Lé Dudn bat dau lo lang vé
Trung Quoc, ndi véi Brezhnev rang dng
nghi Mao da 1én ké hoach “xam chiém
toan by Pong Duong va Dong Nam A
khi thoi co dén”. Brezhnev tiép tuc htia
sé giup d& Viét Nam - lan nay la chong
lai ngudi hang x6m phia bac ctia ho.

Chi phi tai thiét sau chién tranh la
rit 16n. Lé Dudn va Pham Van Dong da
thang thian v6i Brezhnev vé nhiing ky
vong cua Ha Noi: Sé phai c6 mot nguon
vién trg rat 16n tu Lién X6 d€ gitp “cong
nghiép hoa” Viét Nam, tit dé cho toan bo
Dong Nam A thdy lgi ich thiét thuc clia
dinh huéng xa héi cht nghia. “Chung toi
chang c6 gi ca,” Lé Dudn noéi véi Brezh-
nev, ham y rang moi thi sé phai dén tu
khoi X0 Viét trong vong 10 dén 15 nam
tiép theo.
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Brezhnev dong y xda tat ca cac khoan
ng ctia Ha Noi. Dong thai, ho van tiép
tuc cho vay thém, va dén nam 1990, Viét
Nam da nhan dugc hon 11 ty do la vién
trg, hau hét trong s6 d6 khong bao gio
dugc hoan tra. Trg cip cho Viét Nam
trd thanh ganh ndng qué 16n doéi véi nén
kinh t€ Lién X0 trong thap nién 1980,
gop phan khién cho Moskva kiét qué.

Chién tranh Viét Nam da két thuc
v6i chién thang ctia phia Lién X0 va Viét
Nam, nhung chi it 1a v6i Moskva, d6 1a
mot chién thing véi cai gia qua 16n. Duy
tri cdc dong minh phu thudc la diéu t6t
cho uy tin cta moét siéu cudng va cho
tinh chinh danh cua cac nha lanh dao,
nhung né khong t6t cho ngan sach nha
nudc. Chinh sach cta Nga trong nhiing
ndm gan day, dac biét la trong cac hoat
dong tai Syria, goi nhé dén nhiing hanh
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dong vi tinh chinh danh trong giai doan
Chién tranh Lanh & Viét Nam. Va hau
qua lau dai cua hanh dong nay cling sé
khong kém phan thdm khoc.

Serge Radigan 1a Gido su Quan hé
Qudc té tai Dai hoc Cardiff, Wales.
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VAI TRO CUA TRUYEN HINH
TRONG DIEN BIEN CHIEN TRANH
VIET NAM

Nguodn: Chester Pach, “Lyndon John-
son’s Living Room War”, The New York
Times, 30/05/2017.

Bién dich: Nguyén Thi Kim Phung
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Ngay 31/05/1967, phat thanh vién
ctia dai ABC Frank Reynold da phat song
mot doan phim quay tu Viét Nam theo
cich bat thuong. Ong néi véi ngudi xem
rang ho dang ching kién mot diéu chua
tiing c6 — mot cudc chién ma truyén hinh
da mang vao tan phong khach ctia ho.

6QVaistrofeialtuyenlhinh IR X

Mot vai ban tin truyén hinh vé cudc
chién qud la ddng lo ngai, chdng han nhu
cau chuyén theo sau phan giéi thiéu cta
Reynold - hinh anh vé mdt nd luc dién
cuong nhung vo ich nham ctiu mang
song ctia mdt linh thay quan luc chién
trong tran danh tai Con Tién, gan khu
phi quan suy.

Reynold tuyén bé rang cac nha bdo
cO trach nhiém dua tin vé Chién tranh
Viét Nam cung “tat cd nhiing diéu kinh
khung ctia n6,” nhung muc tiéu cta ho
khong phai la gay s6c cho ngudi xem,
cling khong phai dé tao ra thi tin tdc giat
gan. Thay vao do, Reynold tin rang cau
chuyén t6i hom ay cho thdy moi quan hé
sdu sac gitia nhiing ngudi linh My dang
cung chién diu & Viét Nam.

Nhung Téng théng Lyndon Johnson
lai c6 mot cai nhin rat khac.
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Johnson bi &m anh vé&i cach ma gisi
truyén thong dua tin vé cudc chién. Ong
lién tuc theo doi cac ban tin thoi su trén
ba man hinh trong Phong Bau duc - moi
man hinh tuong ting véi mdt trong ba
dai tin tdc 16n. Ong tham chi yéu ciu lip
ddt cdc man hinh nay trong phong cta
minh tai bénh vién khi phéi phau thuit
tui mat.

Johnson phan nan rang cach dua tin
vé chién tranh trén truyén hinh la hoan
toan sai léch va phién dién. Ong nhén
manh rang nhiing cau chuyén vé phdo
binh MY tan phd cac ngoi lang hay chién
dich tim diét dan tré nén pho bién, trong
khi sy tan bao ctia ké thu lai chang dugc
nhac dén.

Tong thong nghi rang ABC da lam
tot hon trong viéc dua tin chién tranh
so v4i hai déi tha canh tranh cia minh.
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Nhiing gi 6ng thay trén CBS va NBC da
khién 6ng ttc gidn dén ndi tu minh dua
ra l6i cao budc vo ly rang hai dai truyén
hinh nay da “bi Viét cong kiém soat.”

Pén gilta ndm 1967, Johnson lo s¢
tin tdc truyén hinh da qud thién vi va
chong lai minh, va rang chién tranh da
lam gidm sy tng ho ctia ngudi dan doi
vGi cac chinh sach Viét Nam cua ong.
Tong théng quyét dinh rang thanh cong
¢ Viét Nam trudc tién phai dat dugc
ngay trong phong khach ctia ngudi dan
MY, chu khong chi trén chién trudng.

Johnson dac biét quan tam dén viéc
dua tin trén truyén hinh vi 6ng biét rang
Viét Nam la cu¢c chién dau tién ma phan
16n ngudi My st dung truyén hinh lam
nguon tin tdc chinh ctia ho. Vao gitia
thap nién 1960, hau hét moi ngudi déu
cho rang TV “dang tin” hon so véi bao
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chi, c6 1€ béi vi, nhu nha san xuat cta
NBC Reuven Frank giai thich, n6 c6 thé
chuyén tai trai nghiém. To bao budi sing
c6 thé mo ta két qua ctia mot tran chién;
nhung truyén hinh cé thé cho thay truc
quan long can ddm ctia nhiing ngudilinh
hodc sy dau kho cia mot thudng dén.

TU dau nam 1967, ca ba nha dai déu
da kéo dai thdi lugng cac béan tin thoi su
budi toi, tli 15 1én 30 phat. Viét Nam trd
thanh cau chuyén16n trén nhiing chuong
trinh nay khi s6 lugng binh si My d6 bo
tang 1én hon 400.000 vao gitta nam do.

Trong trudng hop Viét Nam, cdc nha
bdo da khong phai gui cau chuyén cta
ho 1én co quan kiém duyét quan su xem
xét nhu trong Thé chién II va Chién tra-
nh Triéu Tién. Cac nhan vién kiém soat
thong tin nghi rang ho cé thé dam bao
cac ban tin chan thuc, cong bang thong
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qua viéc xdy dung mdi quan hé cong viéc
tot dep v6i canh nha bao, dong thoi dua
vao chinh sach “t6i da hoa su chan thuc
trong khi can trong cdn nhac vé an ninh”

Mo6i quan hé quan doi - truyén
thong & Viét Nam hoan toan khong dat
dugc diéu nay. Thang 07/1965, Trg ly Bo
trudng Quoc phong Arthur Sylvester noi
vGi cac nha bao ¢ Sai Gon: “Néu cac anh
nghi rang bat ky quan chitic My nao ciing
sé noi véi cac anh sy thét, cac anh qua la
ngu ngodc”. Cac phdéng vién da sém dat
cau hoi vé do tin cay cua thong tin trong
cac cudc hop giao ban budi chiéu chinh
thic vé cudc chién ma ho goi la “hop bao
luc 5h chiéu” (five oclock follies). Khi
dugc hoi vao ndm 1967 tai sao khong co
kiém duyét tin tic nhu trong cac cudc
chién trudc do, Johnson da tra 16i mot
cdch mia mai, “bdi vi chung ta la nhiing
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ké ngoc”.

Tong théng ban tam dén nhiing cau
chuyén thai su dén ndi 6ng ngd lo thuc
t€ rdng cac ban tin budi t6i thuong cho
thdy chién thang clia ngudi My trong
tran chién. Ong than thé vé viéc dai
truyén hinh thiéu su quan tam dén “tam
long danh cho thudng dan Viét Nam ctia
nhiing ngudi linh chién,” mdc du hinh
anh quan doi My xdy dung lai trudng
lang hodac cham so6c y té€ cho nong dan
Om yéu la nhiing thong tin chinh trén
TV.

Nhung 6ng khong han da sai: Gitia
ndm 1967, cac chuong trinh thai sy budi
toi cho thay cudc chién dang gay thiét hai
chat chong cho quan déi My. Mot ngay
sau cau chuyén vé ngudi linh thiét mang
tai Con Tién va ngudi da c6 gang clu
song anh, bdo cdo hang tuan da tiét 1o
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con s6 thuong vong ky luc v6i 313 ngudsi
My thiét mang.

Johnson cé thé dé dang két ndi
nhting ban tin toi té trén TV véi thong
tin ti tham do bau cti. C6 mot quan
niém sai lam nhung ton tai lau dai, cho
rang sy ung ho cia ngudi dan doi véi cac
chinh sach tai Viét Nam cta Johnson da
khong sup d6 mai cho dén khi dién ra sy
kién Mau Than 1968. Thuc chat, ngay tu
thang 01/1967, tham do so bo cho thay
o t6i 43% ngudi My khong hai long véi
cach xu ly chién tranh cua tong thong
so véi ti I¢ 38% tng ho 6ng (phan con
lai 1a nhiing ngudi chua thé quyét dinh
cau trd 161). Bén thang 7, muc d¢ tung ho
cac chinh sach cta Johnson tai Viét Nam
tham chi gidm xudng con 33%.

Rét nhiéu trong s6 nhiing ngudi phé
binh Johnson mong muén cé mot thoa
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thudan dam phan hoac tham chi rut khoi
cugc chién; s6 khaclai ung h¢ hanh dong
quan s¥ manh mé hon. Nhung phan l6n
moi ngudi co 1€ da mét madi véi mot cude
chién dang ngay cang tré nén ton kém,
gay tranh cdi, va dudng nhu khong cé
hoi két. Mot cudc tham do cua Gallup
vao thang 6 cho thay mét nua ngudi dan
My khong hiéu dugec muc dich ctia cudc
chién. Mot phan tu nghi ng6 rang Viét
Nam Cong Hoa sé chang thé ton tai sau
khi quan déi nudc ho roi di.

Ném 1967, khi xuan chuyén sang he,
tin tuc xau ti Viét Nam xuit hién ngay
mot nhiéu trén cac chuong trinh thoi sy
budi t6i. Chang han, phéng vién CBS,
Murray Fromson, da bdo cdo tu Kién
Hoa vé van dé cac co6 van My gdp phai
khi ho yéu cau quan doi Nam Viét Nam
phai chién dau quyét liét.
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Tin tdc nan long ciing dén ti Cim
Né, ngoi lang da trd thanh mdt trong
nhiing cau chuyén giat gan nhat trén
song truyén hinh. Hai nam truéc, Mor-
ley Safer ctia dai CBS da gay ra mot cudc
tranh cai khi dat cau hdi rang liéu viéc
Thuy quan Luc chién thiéu rui nhiing
tup léu ctia nong dan trong mot chién
dich tim diét & CAm Né c6 phai la cach
dé chiém dugc trdi tim va tam tri cua
nguoi Viét hay khong? Thang 7/1967,
Howard Tuckner cia NBC da thong béo
cho ngudi xem rang chinh phti Viét Nam
Cong hoa da quyét dinh tiéu diét Cim
Né va chuyén cu dan ctia ho dén mot “4p
hoa binh” md&i, ma 6ng mo ta la mot “trai
tap trung’.

Phia quan chtic cho rang nguyén

nhan cta nhiing cdu chuyén budn nay
khong phai vi kho khan cta chién tranh
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hay thiéu sot trong chién lugc ctia ho, ma
do cac phong vién la nhiing ké hoai nghi
va chong doi. Van dé nam & cac nha bao
— “nhiing ngudi c6 xu hudéng tim kiém
mot cau chuyén dt quan trong dé giat
gidi Pulitzer”.

Johnson da gian di v6i mot s0 16i chi
trich doi v6i cudc chién. Khi CBS chiéu
mot doan phim trong d6 phéng vién Bert
Quint khing dinh ring cudc chién dang
rdi vao bé tac, Johnson budc toi Walter
Cronkite, phat thanh vién CBS, dang co
gang choi xau ong. Khi tong thong gip
mot nhom cdc nha béo dén tit Uc, dng
tuyén bd, “t6i c6 thé ching minh rang
Ho6 Chi Minh la mét ga toi néu cac anh
chiu dé t6i dua diéu d6 lén TV Nhung
nha dai lai “muon téi tré thanh ga t6i”,

bén cuodi mua he, khi ky tranh ct
tong théng gan ké, Johnson quyét dinh
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no lyuc thém mot lan niia d€ thuyét phuc
ngudi dan My rang quan doi cta ho dang
dat dugc tién bo trong cudc chién. Ong
bdo cac phu tad hay “bi€t quang cdo” va
dem dén “cho ddan My mot cau chuyén
hay hon” Nhiing gi ngudi My nhin thay
trén truyén hinh sé quyét dinh sy tng hd
cua ho doi vdi chinh sach Viét Nam cua
chinh quyén.

Johnson dich than dung ra chi huy
viéc xay dung lai hinh anh tai Viét Nam.
Ong béc bd céc ban tin trén TV vé mot
cudc chién bé tac, dong thoi nhan manh
rang bao cdo chinh thtc cho thdy quan
doi My dang dat dugc muc tiéu caa ho.
Trong mot cugc hop bdo vao thing 11,
su kién ma nhiéu nha quan sat coi la
mot trong nhiing man thé hién hiéu qua
nhat cua o6ng trén truyén hinh, Johnson
dua tay 1én cao khang dinh, “Ching ta
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dang c6 budc tién”. Cac quan chic dan
su va quan sy hang dau khac cling xuat
hién trén TV véi cung moét thong diép.
Vi du, Tuéng William Westmoreland da
t6i Washington va ndi véi cac khan gia
tai Cau lac bo Bao chi Quoc gia rdng,
“ching ta da budc vao thoi di€ém ma hoi
két dang dan xuat hién”. Cac ti€n do ti€p
dién sé cho phép linh My bat dau vé nudc
trong vong hai nam.

Nhung cdc ban tin truyén hinh tu
Viét Nam thuong thach thiic nhiing
khing dinh ty tin nay. Trong mot ciu
chuyén vé€ cai chét ctia moét linh My
trong mot tran hda hoan gan thi tran ven
bién Hoi An, phéng vién CBS John Lau-
rence da dat cau hoi liéu cugc chién dang
dat dugc diéu gi? “Co ca tram trung doi
tham gia hang tram tran danh nhé & cac
thon khong tén nhu thé nay mdi tuan,’
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Laurence tuyén bd. “Xét tong thé, tran
hoa hoan nay chang c6 y nghia véi bat cu
ai, chi trii chang trai téc do da bi giét 6
dé.” Roger Peterson ctia dai ABC dua ra
danh gia hoai nghi ctia minh khi chuin
bi vé nudc sau nhiéu thang dua tin ngay
tlf Viét Nam. Ong cho ring chinh pht
Nam Viét Nam “tham nhiing va lam viéc
kém hiéu qua hét nhu nhiing ngudi tién
nhiém cua ho” va dy doan rang quan doéi
ctia ho c6 thé phai can dén “mot hoac hai
thap nién” d€ tré thanh mot “luc lugng
chién dau hiéu qua.”

Bat chap nhiing chi trich nhu vay,
chinh quyén Johnson da st dung truyén
hinh dé dat dugc mot s6 thanh cong
trong phong khach ctia ngudi dan My
trong nhting thang cuéi ndm 1967. Cac
cudc thim do cho thdy sy bat man véi
cac chinh sach ctia tong thong tai Viét
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Nam dang gidm xuong, trong khi niém
tin rang quan doi My dang tién b trong
chién tranh dan tdng lén. Chinh quyén
Johnson dat dugc két qua do bang cach
nang cao ky vong rang cac tin tuc tot dep
sé tiép tuc do vé tii Viét Nam. D4au nam
1968, tran Mau Than da pha tan moi ky
vong. Truyén hinh dua Tét Mau Than
“cung tat ca sy kinh hoang ctia né” vao
phong khéach ctia ngudi My theo nhiing
cach thtic gay soc va giat gan.

Michael Arlen da pho bién thuat ngt
“chién tranh trong phong khach” (liv-
ing-room war) khi lam phong vién cho
t6 The New Yorker trong thap nién 1960.
Ong ca nggi nhiéu bén tin tit Viét Nam,
nhung tu hoi bao nhiéu trong s6 nhiing
cau chuyén dai ba phut nay thuc sy dong
gop cho hiéu biét cta cong ching vé
cudc chién. Mot nta thé ky sau, chung
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ta van khong c6 bang ching khang dinh
nao cho thay truyén hinh c6 anh huéng
quyét dinh dén thai d6 cua cong chung
d6i véi Viét Nam.

Tuy nhién, chung ta biét rang cac
bdo cdo trén TV da gay an tugng sau sac
v6i mot khdn gia quan trong, Lyndon
Johnson. Johnson la tong thong dau tién,
nhung chac chin khong phai cudi clung,
nghi rang nhiing gi moi ngudi thdy trén
truyén hinh cing quan trong tuong tu
nhu nhiing gi thuc sy xdy ra trén chién
truong.

Chester Pach la Gido su Lich su tai
DPai hoc Ohio, dong thoi la chu bién cta
nhiéu cuon sach, gan day nhat la cuon “A
Companion to Dwight D. Eisenhower.”
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LUONG TRI VA TINH BAN
TRONG CHIEN TRANH VIET NAM

Nguon: Douglas Hostetter, “A Con-
scientious Objector in a War Zone”, The
New York Times, 02/06/2017.

Ngudi dich: Nguyén Thi Kim Phung
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Hinh: Tac gid va cac hoc sinh Viét Nam.
Nguon: NYT.

Nhiing thanh vién ctia H¢ phai Tin
lanh Mennonite van ludn ti chdi tham
gia chién tranh trong gan 500 nam qua.
Lén 1én trong mot cong dong Mennonite
nhé nam & Thung liing Shenandoah cta
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Virginia, noi moi ngudi da tu choi thuc
hién nghia vu quéin sy ké tu thoi Noi
chién, tr¢ thanh mot ngudi phan déi cé
luong tri chong Chién tranh Viét Nam
dudng nhu la mét lya chon dé dang déi
vai toi.

Tuy nhién, van con mdt quyét dinh
khé khan hon: Vay dau sé la noi toi thuc
hién nghia vu dén sy thay thé cia minh?
Giong nhu 170.000 thanh nién trong thoi
chién, t6i budc phai phuc vu dat nudec.
Nhiéu ngudi trong sé chung téi da lam
viéc tai cac bénh vién hodc trudng hoc.
Ban thén t6i, vao nam 1966, da chon Uy
ban Trung uong Mennonite 6 Tam Ky,
Nam Viét Nam, viing dit nam ngay gitia
chién trudng.

Tam Ky la tht pht cta tinh Quéng
Nam, mot thi xa nhé ndm khoéang chin
ddm vé phia bac Chu Lai - noi sau nay
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trd thanh cdn cd quan sy khong 16 cta
My¥. Thi xa Tam Ky va cdn cd Chu Lai
ndm & phia bac Viét Nam Cong hoa, tai
khu vuc dugc goi la Quéan doan I, noi
thudng xuyén xay ra doi dau nhat trong
chién tranh Viét Nam.

Congviéc tai Tam Ky - day tiéng Anh
cho hoc sinh trung hoc phé thong ngudsi
Viét, dong thdi td chtic cac 16p hoc xda
mu chii cho tré em ti nan — da cho toi
mot cdi nhin tudng tan dang ngac nhién
veé cudc chién, mot goc nhin thach thic
moi thanh kién cua tdi, vé ca ngudi My
lan ngudi Viét Nam. Lén lén trong mot
cdng dong nhod, noi moi ngudi toi biét
déu la tin d6 Mennonite, t6i van luén
cho rang linh My & Viét Nam don thuan
1a ké ac, giong nhu nhting ké hay bat nat
thinh thodng xuat hién tai cac san choi
cta tré em Mennonite.
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Toi da rat bat ngo khi phat hién ra
rang nhiing ngudilinh toi gdp 6 Viét Nam
trong thap nién 1960 déu tot bung va tu
té (that ra, bat chap sy thiéu hut nhén luc
ctia quan doi, nhiing ca nhan cé tién su
chong xa hoi hodc c6 ho so toi pham déu
bi cam ghi danh nhap ngi). Toi ciing vo
cung ngac nhién khi gdp dugc vo van cac
cau G.I. ]1a nguoi da den, hodc noéi giong
mién Nam.

Sau nay, khi trd nén than thiét hon
v6i mot vai ngudi Viét Nam dang chién
dau chong lai My, t6i cling ngac nhién
khong kém khi biét ring ho ciing la
nhiing ngudi tét bung, thién luong. Thé
thi vi c§ gl nhiing chang trai tré tot bung
tit My va Viét Nam lai gi€t hai nhau trong
cudc chién nay?

Ngudi tot van sé gi€t nhiing ngudi
tot khac néu ho s¢ doéi phuong, va tin
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rang ké thu hoan toan xiu xa. “Ac quy
héa” ké thu thuong xay ra do thanh kién.
Quan My bi ngudi Viét Nam goi la “bon
dé quoc,” va ai ndy déu tin rang d€ qudc
l1a nhiing ngudi nudc ngoai dén tu cac
nudc giau cd, chuyén an cap tai nguyén
clia cac nudc yéu hon, bat dan 6ng &
nudéc ho lam linh bu nhin, va lay phu nit
& nuGc ho 1am vg 1é. Ta chang nén tén
stic ly ludn véi d€ quoc, béi diéu duy nhat
chung tin 1a stic manh ctia nong sung.

Mat khac, cac chién binh Mat tran
Giai phong Déan toc Mién Nam Viét Nam
dugc linh G.I. goi la VC - viét tat cta tu
Viét Cong - va moi ngudi My déu cho
rang Viét Cong hty hoai ton gido va gia
dinh. Ta cling dling ton thai gian ly luan
v6i Cong san, bdi diéu duy nhat ho tin la
quan sy co6 thé giai quyét tat ca.
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Toi la ngudi Mennonite dau tién
dugc gtii dén Tam Ky vao cu6i ndm 1966,
khi khu nay da tran ngdp dan ti nan tu
nhiing viing chién sy gan dé. Khi viia dat
chian dén noai, téi dugc hudng dan ngan
gon boi mot si quan CIA, ngudi cho
toi hay rang Tam Ky phan 16n an toan.
Nguoi My kiém soat gan mot dam lanh
tho bao quanh phia dong va phia tay thi
xd. Tuyén dudng s6 1, di qua khu trung
tam, ban ngay cling nam dudi su kiém
soat clia quan My & phia bac va phia
nam Tam Ky, du rang vao budi t6i nd lai
do Viét Cong kiém sodt.

Vi si quan cling néu cuc ky ro rang
chi ti€t nhiing hinh thtc tra tan khac
nhau ma Viét Cong sé dung dé tra tin
néu t6i khong may bi ho bat. Cu sau vai
thang, linh Viét Cong lai tién vao Tam
Ky duong lic nta dém, thé nén anh ay
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qua quyét rang tdi nén & lai Co quan Phat
trién Quoc té Hoa Ky (USAID.) - khu
phtic hgp cé tudng cao bao quanh, dugc
bdo v¢ boi cac bai min, hang rao kém gai
va dugc canh phong cin than suot ngay
dém.

Sau mot vai dém & lai USAID, to6i
nhan ra rang trén cuong vi mot nguoi
Mennonite dén giup d6 ngudi Viét, toi
khong thé ct song trong mot khu vuc
dugc bdo vé ma bat ci ngudi Viét nao
ciing sé bi dudi ra vao luc chiéu ta, ngoai
trii cac c6 gai di€ém, va ngudi My & bén
trong cling khong dugc phép ra ngoai
vao buoi t6i. Toi sém dugc ung ho baéi
mot ngudi ban theo cht nghia hoa binh
khac, va chiing t6i may man tim thay mot
ngdi nha gé nho bén kia duong, doi dién
trudng trung hoc Coéng gido, noi ching
toi day tiéng Anh.
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Bac gailén tudi ngusi Viét cho ching
toi thué nha ndi rang:

— Nha nay chi cé mot buc tuong do
bon thudc bao quanh san, nhung néu
hai chd 1am thém mdt cai cong thép tét,
gan vai cuon kém gai trén dinh, roi sam
14y mdt khiu sing may nong 50 dit ngay
¢ san trudc, thi du Viét Cong cd téi, hai
cht van du stic cam cy t6i khi Thily quan
Luc chién dén day giai cuu.

Toi c6 gang giai thich véi ba chu
nha, rang la nhiing ngudi theo chu ng-
hia hoa binh, chung t6i tii choi tat ca v
khi, tham chi cd& nhiing btic tudng bao
v¢. Hai chung t6i da khong bao gio trang
bi kém gai hay cong thép cho btic tudng
ay. Mau chot ctia phong thu 1a chang toi
hoan toan khong cé vi khi, ciing khong
c6 cach nao dé€ ty vé. Chung t6i chao don
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tat cd moi ngudi vao nha minh, nhung
moi tht vii khi déu bi nghiém cam.

Nguoi ta thuong giét choc dé€ bao
vé ban than minh. Khi méi de doa tu ké
dich dugc loai bo, ai nay déu thd phao va
san sang lam quen v&i nhau, thidm chi tré
thanh ban be than thiét. Trong ba ndm
toi lam viéc tai Viét Nam, Viét Cong da
ghé Tam Ky tim mot chuc lan. Méi lan
ho déu tan cong vao ba khu vii trang
hang nang ma ngudi My sinh song: US-
AID, CIA va MACV (B¢ Chi huy Vién
trg Quan su My tai Viét Nam). Con ngoi
nha gé nho cua chung t6i, noi duy nhat
co ngudi My sinh song & Tam Ky nhung
khong dugc vii trang bao vé, lai chang hé
bi t6n hai.

Quan doi My da dén Quang Nam
tu trudc, va Tam Ky da chua rat nhiéu
ngudi ti nan khi t6i dén. Nhiém vu ctia
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toi 1a tim hiéu nhiing ngudi ti nan nay
can gi va cO gang giup da ho.

Toi da rat ngac nhién khi biét rang
cac bac cha me ti nan dat viéc gido duc
con cai thanh uu tién hang dau cua
ho. Cudc chién cta My da phd hay cac
trudng hoc & vung nong thon noi ho
tron chay, va khi t6i dén Tam Ky, con cai
ho da nghi hoc dugc hai ndm. Téi nhan
ra minh khong dugc trang bi day dua dé
day bon tré ti nan cach doc va viét ngon
ngl cua chung, bdi chinh t6i cling con
dang hoc noi ti€éng Viét. Tuy nhién, toi
da dung dén cac moi quan hé cua minh
tai trudng trung hoc dia phuong, noi
toi dang day tiéng Anh dong thoi ciing
hoc thém tiéng Viét, dé€ tuyén hoc sinh
cap ba lam tinh nguyén vién day cho tré
em ti nan cach doc va viét ngdn ngii ctia

chung.
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Chuong trinh trong céc trai ti nan
cling di tt nhiing budc nho, thay va tro
hoc trong nhting can nha mugn dugcvao
cudi tuan hay cdc ky nghi hé. Chung toi
cdn thin chon cic vian ban khong chua
ndi dung tuyén truyén cua ca hai bén.
ny ban Trung uong Mennonite ting cho
bon tré sach, v4 va but chi, trong khi cac
em hoc sinh trung hoc tinh nguyén lam
gido vién. Chuong trinh ngay mot l6n
manh va chang mdy chéc nhiing ngoi
lang gan Tam Ky cling xin ching t6i dem
16p hoc dén chd ho. Yéu ciu cua ching
toi la bat ky ngoi lang nao mudn c6 mot
16p hoc x6a mu chit trong cong dong cta
minh déu phai cung cap mot phong hoc
va bang phan dé cac em tinh nguyén vién
dén day cho con cii ho.

Nhiéu ngo6i lang gan d6 dugc dan dia
phuong goi la lang “x6i dau”. “Xo6i dau”
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trong tiéng Viét chi mon an tit gao nép va
dau, nhung & day la tiéng long chi nhiing
noi ma chinh quyén Sai Gon kiém soat
vao ban ngay con Viét Cong kiém soat
vao ban dém. Toi sé chang bao gid quén
hinh dnh moét trudng lang x6i dau, ngudi
da khan thiét nai xin chung tdi lap ngay
mot 16p hoc xdéa mu chii trong lang cta
minh. T6i da lung suc khap cac trudng
cap ba & Tam Ky nhung khong thé tim
dugc tinh nguyén vién méi d€ ma 16p.
Vi truéng lang tuyét vong:

— Toi sé bao vé bat ky gido vién nao
dén lang cta minh va dam bao rang
nguoi ay sé khong bi ép lam linh & bat
cu phe nao ca. Chung tdi can gido vién
nhiéu hon can linh chién.

Sau khi hoan thanh cam két ba nam

phuc vu vao nam 1969, t6i tré vé My, di
hoc cao hoc, két hon va tiép tuc cudc doi
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minh. Sdu ndm trudc, Nguyen Van Muoi,
cau hoc sinh cap ba ma t6i quen biét nho
chuong trinh x6a mu chit § Tam Ky, da
di cu sang My va lién lac v6i toi.

Muoi da hocxong dai hoc, réi két hon
trong thai chién, va trd lai Tam Ky véi tu
cach la mot gido vién trung hoc vao nam
1975, khi chién tranh két thac. Cau co
rat nhiéu ciu chuyén dé ké, nhung tiét 16
dang kinh ngac nhat véi t6i, la mot trong
nhiing ngudi ban than nhat cua t6i, mot
nghé si dia phuong tén la Le Dinh Sung,
céd mot ngudi anh trai ma ching t6i chua
tiing biét dén — ngudi anh nay la si quan
cao cdp cua mién Bac. Khi chinh quyén
mdi dugc thanh lap & tinh Quang Nam,
anh trai cua Sung dugc b6 nhiém lam
quan chtic cap cao, va vi truéng ban giao
duc méi 6 Tam Ky khong ai khac chinh la
ngudi ban nghé si cua tdi, Le Dinh Sung.
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Tinh yéu va sy that 1a nhiing cong
cu manh mé, cho phép cac méi quan hé
co thé vugt qua quoc tich, chung tdécvay
thic h¢, dua ké thu lai gdn v6i nhau nhu
nhting ngudi ban.

Douglas Hostetter la Gidm doc Van
phong Uy ban Trung uiong Mennonite.

https://nghiencuuquocte.
org/2020/10/13/luong-tri-va-tinh-ban-
trong-chien-tranh-viet-nam/
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TOI DA THAY GI O VIET NAM?
GOC NHIN MOT PHONG VIEN
CHIEN TRUONG

Nguon: H.D.S. Greenway, “What I
Saw in Vietnam”, The New York Times,
15/03/2017.

Nguoi dich: Nguyén Thi Kim Phung.
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Khi mdy bay cta t6i dén bo bién
Viét Nam vao luc hoang hon, ngudi ta
dang d6t cac bui cay, nhu moi khi ho van
lam vao mua kho. Mdy bay dan ha canh
xuong Sai Gon, t6i cd thé thady dam chay
ngay bén dudi, va that ngay tho, t6i nghi
minh dang ching kién su tan phd cta
chién tranh.
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Toi chua bao gi¢ ddt chan dén Chau
A, ciing chua tling & trong vung chién
su. Toi 1a loai “xanh non” hét muc co
thé, nhung gio da sap tré thanh phéng
vién chién trudng cho van phong tap
chi Time tai Sai Gon. Ha canh gitia canh
hon loan ctia san bay Tan Son Nhat trong
mot dém nong nuc, nhép nhap mod hoi
cua thang 03/1967, t6i thdy nhiing ngon
Itta chap chdn, nhiing vong tron chay
ruc, thap sang bau trdi dém, t6i da khong
biét tai sao. Toi nghi chac la san bay dang
bi tan cong.

bém do, nam trén giuong trong
khach san Continental Palace ct k¥,
thanh lich ti thoi thudc dia, qua ctia
s6 dang md, toi co thé nghe thiy tiéng
sing no ti phia xa, nhung khi 4y moi
ngudi da trin an rang do6 chi la mot vy
“H and I” - viét tat cua “harassment and
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interdiction,” tic quay pha va can thiép
— linh My chi ban btia vao rting véi hy
vong gi€t chét Viét Cong ma thoi.

Tam nam sau, cling trong mét dém
mua xuan néng nuc va nhép nhap, toi sé
nam trén giuong, trong cung mot khach
san, véi am thanh ctia nhiing qua tén lta
roi xuong thanh phé. Va khi may bay
truc thang cta toi bay lén tii noc Dai st
quan My vao lac hoang hon trong ngay
cudi cung cua cudc chién, san bay thuc
su dang bi tan cong, va nhiing ddm chay
ma toi thay trén mdt dat qua thuc la su
tan pha cua chién tranh.

Nhung trong Thang Ba 4y, ngay nay
50 ndm v€ trudc, cac quan chic My déu
trong tam trang phan khdi, lac quan.
Chingtadangthangthé. Bo trudng Quoc
phong Robert McNamara néi rang, “moi
phép do dinh lugng déu cho thay chung
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ta dang chién thang trong cudc chién”
Tu Dai st Henry Cabot Lodge trong bo
vest trang thanh lich dén Tuéng William
Westmoreland trong bo dong phuc nhau
nhi, v6i nhiing 16i 1€ 4y thi ngay cad nhiing
ké ban tin ban nghi nhat ciing phai tin,
trudc khi hét nam.

Hai nam trudc dé, Tong thong Lyn-
don B. Johnson leo thang chién tranh,
thay thé cac c6 van quan sy don thuan
bang cac don vi chién dau chu luc, cuing
nhiéu binh si va thiét bi cia My d6 vao
Viét Nam moi ngay. Phia cdng san da
dap tra: nam 1967 ching kién sy thay
doi trong cudc chién, ti “bay chong” lam
tu coc tre vot nhon, nay cac ti€éu doan b
binh Bac Viét da dugc ho trg badi phao
hang nang cta Lién X0, ban di khap Khu
Phi Quan sy (DMZ) - mot khai niém
tr§ tréu nhat trong chién tranh. Quén
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luc Viét Nam Codng hoa (ARVN) van sé
ti€p tuc chién dau, nhung linh My méi
1a ngudi chi huy, day cac dong minh Viét
Nam ctia ching ta sang mot bén. Gio day
no6 da la cudc chién cua My.

Cong viéc cua toi 1a c6 gang hiéu
phéan nao nhiing di€u nay, va t6i da danh
vai thang ti€p theo dé di khap dat nudc, tu
nhiing canh dong lda thuéc Dong bang
Song Ctiu Long, cing véi linh bd binh di
khap nhiing ngon d6i 6 Tay Nguyén, va
v6i thuy quan luc chién di dén tan phia
bac clia mién Nam Viét Nam. T6i dung
xe jeep, xe tai, may bay van tai bon dong
co va vO s may bay truc thang ra vao
trong cac tran danh day madu lua, thudng
xuyén mang theo dan dugc tiép té, va tro
vé cung nhiing chiéc tui dung thi hai ctia
linh M.

Nhung t6i chua yéu di bo cung véi
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binh si, lam quen véi céc si quan va linh
tai ngdl. Toi da thay ké thu linh dong thé
nao, hoa luc ctia chung ta tan pha khung
khiép ra sao, va tai sao cac phép do dinh
lugng ctia McNamara chi la do tudng.
Quan doi goi cac hoat dong nay la cac
nhiém vy “tim diét’, nhung ca nhan toi
thi thiy r6 du chung ta c6 thé huy diét
moi thd, ching ta ciing khong thé chién
thang. Ci moéi ngo6i lang bi dét chay,
chung ta lai tao ra thém nhiéu ké thu
hon, va mdc du quan doi thudng xuyén
ném bom khu vuc phia bac DMZ, khong
c6 bang chiing nao cho thiy phia bén kia
sé bd cudc.

O Sai Gon, t6i da dugc tham du
nhing budi “hgop bao luc 5h chiéu’
trong dé cac quan chuc My thong bdo
véi bao chi vé tién trinh ctia cudc chién
— rat nhiéu v khi cta ké thu da bi thu



132 9] BLIDS Cireanimagy

gitl, rat nhiéu ké thu da bi giét, noi chung
la thong ké thuong vong. Cac cudc hop
bdo nay ngay cang khac xa v6i nhiing
gi toi cung dong nghiép nhin thay trén
nhting cdnh dong, nhiing ngodi lang bi
chay rui, thudng dan bi thiéu dot, nhiing
dot tha bom napalm, va that kho long cé
thé gianh dugc “trai tim va ly tri” ngudoi
dan bang nhiing hanh déng quéin sy
hay diét ngu xudn, luén 1a thd cong cu
kém hiéu qua nhat nay. Toi da thay so
lugng thuong vong doi phuong bi thoi
phong khi dugc bdo cdo lén cap trén. Toi
da chuing kién tham nhiing dn sau trong
chinh phtt mién Nam ma chung ta da lap
nén.

Khong phai la cic quan chiic My
nay dang noéi ddi chung ta. Nhu nha bao
Sebastian Junger da viét vé su lac quan
ctia ngudi My 6 Afghanistan, ho chi don
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gidn la dang mai ta tham gia vao “mot
am muu” clia sy ao tudng vién vong.

Toi da dén Sai Gon mang theo suy
nghi rang ching ta can phai c6 lap trudng
chong lai chu nghia Cong san Lién X0 va
Trung Quoc, nhu chung ta da lam & ban
dao Triéu Tién. Nhung khi thoi gian troi
di, toi khong con chac chan vé diéu né
ntia. Toi dan nhan ra, doi véi ngudi Viét
Nam, cudc chién lau dai chong Phap, va
bay gio 1a chong My, da hoa quyén thanh
mot, va dau tranh chong ché do thuc dan
con quan trong hon 1a lya chon gitia cha
nghia Cong san hay chéng Cong. Tat
nhién, ngudi My dia ching xem minh
la thuc dan, nhung dudi goc nhin cta
ngudi Viét, that khé ma néi 1én sy khac
biét. Cac dong minh Viét Nam ctia ching
ta khong bao gid c6 thé ri bo duge ciao
budc ring ho la tay sai cia mét thé luc



134 9] BLIDS Cireanmagy

ngoai bang, trong khi ké thu ctia ching
ta, mdc du ciing phu thu¢c khong kém
vao vi khi va dan dugc ctia nuéc ngoai,
lai c6 thé an minh tot hon duédi danh ng-
hia cht nghia dan toc.

Con véi nhiing ngudi nong dan &
vung qué, xin dan 16i Graham Greene
trong ti€u thuyét kinh dién vé Viét Nam
cta 6ng, “The Quiet American” (Ngudi
My Tram lang) — cudén sach ma tat ca cac
phong vién ching toi luén dé trong tui:
“Ho chi mong cé du gao dn,” dng viét.
“Ho khong mudn bi ban. Ho mudn mot
ngay nhu bao ngay. Ho khong mudén
nhiing ga da trang di xung quanh va day
bdo ho vé diéu ho muon”

B6 toi da quen thudc véi Dong
Duong thu¢c Phap hoéi thap nién 1920
-1930, va toi thudng xuyén viét thu cho
ong vao nam 1967. “Ndam nay gio mua
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dong bac dén s6m, sang thang 9 thi trgi
mua gan nhu mdi ngay & cac tinh phia
bac. Con chdng tai ndo t& dugc tinh canh
khon khé & cai chon nay; toi viét, “ddc
biét la trong cac tién don thuy quan luc
chién gan khu DMZ nhu Gio Linh va
Con Tién. Gan nhu khong thé giti minh
kho rdao. Bun nhiéu t6i mic né bam lén
ung va quan do cua chuing con thanh
nhiing 16p day” Téi cling ké cho b vé su
mat long tin ngay cang tang cltia ngudi
ddn mién Nam doi vé6i chinh phu cta
ho, khi két cau xa hdi cii ngay mdt tan
rad. Nhung t6i chang dam ké cho 6ng vé
nhiing vién dan trong khong trung moi
khi chuing rit qua, hay v€ nhting tran doi
dau bat ngd va chét choc khi ké thu gap
nhau trong béng t6i, hay vé nhiing xac
chét tai nhgt trong man mua.

Co nhiing trdn chién dién ra trén
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nhiéu ngon doi khong tén, chi dugc danh
s0, 881,875, theo chiéu cao tinh bang mét
cta ching. Chién thuat cia Bac Viétla di
chuyén 1én mét ngon doi, xay thanh dap
lay dé chong lai bom dan va phao kich
dd doi, roi sau dé du chung ta 1én ngon
doi ay trong nhiing tran chién vo nghia,
noi ngudi My sé bi giét véi s6 lugng 16n
hon bao gi¢ hét. Thuong vong ctia ngudi
Viét luon cao hon so véi ching ta, nhung
ho biét r6 minh dang chién dau trén san
nha, va ring ching ta sé 1a nhiing ké mét
moi rad rdi trudc va sé phai rat quan ve,
giong nhu ngudi Phap vay.

Chungtaséludn gianh dugc cacngon
doi, bat ké cai gia phai tra la gi, va chung
ta c6 thé xem do la chién thang bdi ta
chua bao gi¢ thua bat ky tran chién tiéu
hao nao trong s6 nay. Nhu Michael Herr
da viét trong “Dispatches,” cau chuyén
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kinh dién v€ cudc chién, day la “cudc doi
dau gitta mot vi than git manh da tha
trén tudng trong khi chuing ta déng dinh
nd lai,” nhu mé ta vé muc dich chién tra-
nh ctia Lyndon Johnson, va mét bén “san
long chiing kién mau dé sudt 10 thé hé,
néu doé la diéu can thiét dé gianh dugc
thanh cong.”

Nam to6i dén ciing 1a nam Henry
Luce, chti s& hitu hai tap chi Time va Life,
qua doi. Ngay nay, ngudi ta kho ma hinh
dung Time va Life da tiing cé nhiéu quyén
lduc nhu thé nao trong viéc dinh hinh
suy nghi ctia thudong dan My sudt thap
nién 1960. Luce da xem Viét Nam nhu
1a mot phién ban ctia Trung Qudc, ving
dat noi ong sinh ra, noi chi c6 thé bi mat
di khi chung ta khong da quyét tam git
né. Nhung moi chuyén da thay déi sau
cai chét cua dng. Khi cidn ctt Con Tién bi



138 9| BLIDLS Cireanimagy

tan cong vao mua thu nam do, Time da
cho xudt ban trén trang nhat anh mot
linh thay quéan luc chién co rum ngudi
nap trong chién hao. Tiéu dé cua bai bao
ay la: “Rising Doubts About the War”
(Nghi ng¢ gia tang vé cudc chién). Bai
vi€t noi v€ tinh hinh & Con Tién, nhung
tiép d6 ciing viét ring, “O nudc My, cich
xa 10.000 dam, su kién Coén Tién da bi
kich hoa tat ca nhiing that vong don nén
trong cudc chién dau dén nay. Moi ngd
vuc lau dai vé chién tranh Viét Nam cua
ngudi My lai cang dugc ciing c6 hon khi
nhiing hinh anh dam mau va nho nhudc
bun ctia Con Tién tung toe trén man
hinh TV?

b6 1a vao thang 10/1967, ba thang
trugc tran Mau Than chét choc. Chién
tranh van tiép dién, nhung vao cu6i nam
ay, cac phdng vién Time va ngudi dan
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trén khap nuéc My da mat niém tin vao
mot cudc chién ma chung ta von di da
thua.

H.D.S. Greenway la cyu phdng vién
kiém bién tdp vién cta t& The Boston
Globe, dong thoi la tac gia cuon hoi ky
“Foreign Correspondent”.

https://nghiencuuquocte.
org/2020/10/23/goc-nhin-mot-phong-
vien-chien-truong/
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PLAYBOY VA LINH MY
TRONG CHIEN TRANH VIET NAM

Nguon: Amber Batura, “How Play-
boy Explains Vietnam,” The New York
Times, 28/02/2017.

Bién dich: Nguyén Thi Kim Phung
| Hiéu dinh: Nguyén Huy Hoang.
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Khoang gitia by phim Apocalypse
Now cé mdt canh ndi tiéng la khi con
tau chay séng ctia Martin Sheen dén
dugc mdt tram cung ting ndm sau trong
ring ram, trong luc thuy tha doan mua
dau diesel, nhan vién cung ting da cho
ho nhiing tdm vé mién phi dé xem mot
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chuong trinh - “Cdc anh biét day,” anh
ta ndi, “nhiing c6 thé.” Khong lau sau, ho
ngo6i & mot san khau tam bg dung quanh
mot bai dap, xem ba c6 ngudi mau Play-
boy nhdy xudng tu truc thang va nhdy
theo bai “Suzie Q”

Canh phim dé la hoan toan hu cau;
cac nguoi mau Playboy gan nhu chua
bao gio dén luu dién & Viét Nam, va chac
chan khong phai la theo nhém. Nhung
ngay ca khi khong cé c6 thé nao thi chac
chan t& tap chi van c6 mdt & day. Trén
thuc té€, khé ma néi hét vai tro hét stc
sau sac cua tap chi Playboy doi v6i hang
triéu linh va nhan vién dan sy My cé mat
& Viét Nam trong suot cudc chién: dé giai
tri, dang, nhung quan trong hon né6 con
1a nguon tin tic, va thong qua muc trao
déi thu ti day dac, né con la mot noi dé
tam sy va xung toi.
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Playboy khong chi c6 gia tri doi véi
nhiing ngudi linh noi riéng ma con véi
ca quan ddi néi chung. An phdm nay da
tré thanh mot liéu thuoc tinh than hiu
ich, d6i khi con hon ca nhiing 14 thu von
dugc mong moi tif qué nha. Playboy ghi
dau 4n 1én cudc chién badi nod la su két
hop doc ddo gitia phu nii, cdc muc tién
ich, v6i binh luan xa héi va chinh tri, bién
noé trd thanh mot di sdn dang kinh ngac
ve su can dy ctia My tai Viét Nam. Nam
1967, nha bao Ward Just ctia t6 Washing-
ton Post tuyén bo, “Néu Thé chién II 1a
cudc chién cua t¢ Stars and Stripes va cd
dao Betty Grable, thi cu¢c chién & Viét
Nam la cudc chién ctia Playboy.”

Chuyén muc noi tiéng nhat cua tap
chi nay a3 “Playmate,” nim & hai trang
chinh gitta. Tong bién tap va cha dé
ctua Playboy, Hugh Hefner, c6 san trong
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tam tri hinh dnh ngud6i phu nt ma ong
mudn miéu ta. Playmate, ban dau dugc
giéi thiéu véi cdi tén “Sweetheart of the
Month,’ la dai dién cho hinh mauly tuéng
cta Playboy. Nang yéu nghé thudt, chinh
tri, va am nhac. Nang tinh té, vui vé, va
thong minh. Quan trong hon, ngudi phu
ntd ly tuéng nay cling quan tam dén tinh
duc nhiéu nhu ngudi dan 6ng ly tuéng
dugc mo ta trong tap chi. Nang khong
theo dudi dan 6ng dé két hon, ma dé
thda man cho nhau va bau ban.

Nguoi mau Playmate khac véi nhiing
biéu tugng goi cam cta Thé chién II, du
di theo di san cua ho. Hefner muoén tao
ra hinh anh cua nhiing phu nti c6 thuc
ma ddc gia cua ho cé thé gap dugc trong
cudc sdng hang ngay - ban hoc cung 16p,
thu ky, hay hang x6m - thay cho hinh
anh nhting phu ni dugc cach di¢u hoa
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va thudng la ngudi ndi tiéng cua thé hé
triudc do. Dam duc nhung quen thudc,
hinh tugng “c6 gai nha bén” la ngudi ban
hoan hao cho nhiing ngudi linh déng
quan tai Viét Nam. Vé dep va stic hap
dan ctia ngudi My dugc thé hién cha yéu
bdi cac c6 ngudi mau xa la da nhac nhé
nhting ngudi linh tré vé nhiing phu nii
ma ho bo lai & qué nha, vi ai ma ho chién
dau - va, néu song sét, ho sé dugc trg vé
v6i ho.

Playmate va cac chuyén muc hinh
anh khac trong t& tap chi con phuc vu
mot muc dich khac cho quan doi My tai
Viét Nam, du khong chu y. Nhiing hinh
anh va bic vé thuong l1a tho tuc ctia Play-
boy da truyén tai nhiing chudn muc xa
hoéi va tinh duc dang thay déi & My. Su
xudt hién ctia nguoi mau da mau, ndm
1964 la China Lee, va nam 1965 la Jenni-
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fer Jackson, phan anh thai d¢ thay déi vé
chting toc. Nhiéu ngudi linh da viét thu
cho tap chi va cac nguoi mau Playmate
dé cam on sy xuat hién cta ho trén Play-
boy. Pac biét, nhiing ngudi linh da den
con cam thay hinh anh cua c6 Jackson
da md rong hta hen vé cudc song tot
dep ma Hefner danh cho ho. Xem nhiing
hinh anh nay bu¢c tat ca ngudi dan My
phai suy nghi lai vé dinh nghia cdi dep
cua ho.

Theo thoi gian, Playmate da dan
thiic ddy ranh gidi clia cac chudn muc
xa hoi va ca cdc dinh nghia phdp ly khi
ho ding nhiéu anh khoa thén hon, dau
tién la dnh 16ng mu vao nam 1969 va anh
khoda than toan b nhin tii ding trudc
vao nam 1972. T6 Washington Post viét
rang cac ti nhan chién tranh ngusi My
da “rat soc” khi nhin thady anh khda than
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trong mot t& Playboy lau trén chuyén bay
vé nha vao nam 1973. Su khoa than, tinh
duc va sy da dang dugc thé hién trong
nhting bic anh ay dai dién cho nhiing
thai d mang tinh dé dai hon vé tinh duc
va vé dep ma nhiing ngudi linh da bo 16
trong nhiing ndm bi giam cam.

Su hip dan ctia Playboy d6i véi linh
My khong chi diung lai 6 Playmate. Ho
thuc sy da doc ca t& tap chi vi cac bai viét.
Tap chi thudng xuyén cung cap cac bai
viét ddc biét, xa luan, cac bai binh luin
va quang cdo tap trung vao 16i song va
gidi tri cia nam gidi, bao gom thdai trang
cao cap, du lich nuéc ngoai, kién trac
hién dai, cong nghé mdi nhat, va xe hoi
sang trong. Playboy tu dinh huéng minh
trd thanh kim chi nam cho nhiing ngudi
dan 6ng mong mudn dat dugc tdm nhin
vé cudc song tot dep ctia Hefner, bat ké
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ho & San Diego hay Sai Gon.

V6i cdc thanh nién dang phuc vu 6
Dong Nam A, c¢6 d6 tubi trung binh 13
19, nghia vu quan su thudng la cong viéc
dau tién cho ho thu nhédp kha dung. Ho
doc tap chi d€ dugc tu van vé nhiing mén
do nén mua, nhiing chiéc xe t6t nhat va
nhiing mon do thoi trang méi nhat - cac
loai san phdm ma ho thuong mua dugc
& mot trong nhiing trung tdm trao ddi
16n tai cac cdn cu ctia Viét Nam hay cac
trung tam mua sam dang moc lén nhanh
chéng, chang khéc gi cdc m6n hang mua
dugc & nha.

“The Playboy Advisor,” chuyén muc
tu van cta tap chi, khuyén khich moi
ngudi ddt cau hoi vé tat ca cac loai cha
dé, tu loai rugu tot nhat dén tinh hinh ¢6
phiéu & nha, dén tu van phong the, dén
cadchlam quen v6i cudc song thudng déan.
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Binh linh xem Playboy nhu m¢t cong cu
hiiu ich dé tim ra vai tro cia minh trong
mot thi trudng dinh hudng tiéu dung
ma gio day ho da c6 thé tham gia vi tinh
cd dong va thu nhap ma nghia vu quéan
su da cho ho.

No6i dung cua t6 tap chi da vugt ra
ngoai 16i song va gidi tri khi stt ménh cua
né dugc phat trién. Trong nhiing nam
1960, Playboy da cho ddng nhiéu bai viét
thang than vé cdc vin dé xa hoi, van hoa
va chinh tri quan trong ma nuéc My dang
phdi doi mdt, thudng dugc viét bdi cac
nha bdo doat giai Pulitzer, cdc nha lanh
dao trong chinh pht hodac quéan doéi, va
cac cay but van chuong hang dau. Tap chi
da dé cap dén cac chu dé nhu nii quyén,
phd thai, quyén ctia ngudi dong tinh,
chung tdc, cac van dé kinh té, phong trao
phan védn hoa, va cac vu bo tu hang loat
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— nhiing thd binh linh khong thé thay
trong to Stars and Stripes. Tap chi Play-
boy con cung cap cac cudc phdéng van
chuyén sdu véi moi tén tudi, tt Malcolm
X dén lanh dao bang Nazi My George
Lincoln Rockwell, giup nhiing ngudi
linh tré biét dén cac lap luan va y tuéng
vé chung tdc va quyén binh ding ctia
nguoi My goc Phi ma ¢ thé ho da khong
dugc gidi thiéu & qué nha. Nghia vu &
Viét Nam khién nhiéu binh linh duogc
ti€p xuc truc ti€p véi cac chling toc va
cac nén van hoa da dang, va Playboy da
giGi thiéu cho ho nhiing y tudéng va lap
ludn m&i vé cac van dé xa hoi va van hoa
ay.

Ngay tti nam 1965, Playboy da bat
dau cho chay cac bai viét vé Chién tra-
nh Viét Nam, véi lap trudng bién tap thé
hién su phan déi leo thang xung dot. Di
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nhién, vé chuyén nay doi ngt bién tap
da rat thong minh: Quan diém cta ho
co thé chi trich tong thong, chinh quyén,
cac nha lanh dao quan su va chién lugc,
nhung ho ciing dam bao ring nhiting
nguoi viét bai sé lam hét stic minh dé
ung hé binh linh. Ndm 1967, linh My
dugc doc lap luan ctia nha kinh té hoc tu
do John Kenneth Galbraith rang “khéng
phan nao trong ly 1€ ban dau” giup bién
minh cho cu¢c chién la “con nguyén ven,”
khi 6ng bac bo y tudng vé su thong nhat
thanh mot khdi ctia cht nghia cdng san
va cac bién minh cho cudc chién khac
lién quan dén Chién tranh Lanh. Nhung
diéu do6 khac véi viéc cong kich quéan doi.
Nam 1971, nha bdo David Halberstam
viét trong mot bai bao cho Playboy rang
“chuing ta ngudng mo long ding cam va
chu nghia ly tuéng cua ho, su can dam
va sy cong hién ctia ho khi doi mat véi
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nhiing vin dé bat tan. Chung ta tin rang
ho la nhiing dai dién tot dep nhat cta
xa hoi My Binh si & Viét Nam c6 thé
quay sang Playboy dé biét tin ttic vé cudc
chién cua chinh ho ma khong s¢g minh bi
chi trich.

Playboy cting hiiu ich trong vai tro
l1a mét dién dan cho nhiing ngudi dang
tham gia cudc chién. An phdm nay doc
nhét & s6 lugng cac chuyén muc tuong
tac. Binh linh c6 thé gti bai cho cac muc
nhu “Dear Playboy” d€ dugc tu van hodc
thé hién phan ting vGi cac bai bao. Nhung
cac thong tin vién ay cling dugc tu do
ké lai nhiing kinh nghiém va moi lo thaéi
chién cta minh. Ho thudng mo ta cai
ma ho coi la sy doi xti bat cong ctia quan
doi, thao luan vé nhiing khé khan trong
viéc trd lai cudc song dan thudng, hoac
cam on td tap chi da giup ho vuot qua
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thoi gian & nudc ngoai. Nam 1973, mot
nguoi linh, R. K. Redini & Chicago, da
viét cho Playboy vé su tré vé ctia minh.
“Mot trong nhiing thd khién chuyén di
Viét Nam dé chiu hon 1a dugc doc Play-
boy hang thang,” 6ng ndi. “Chac chan né
da giup tat ca chung t6i quén di nhiing
van dé cua minh - du chi trong mét luc
ngan ngli. Téi cam on quy vi, khong
chi vi ban than t6i, ma con vi hang ngan
nguoi khac da tim thdy rat nhiéu niém
vui trong t& tap chi cta quy vi.”

Trong “The Playboy Forum,” mot
chuyén mucdanh cho doc gid khdc,nhiéu
nguoi da binh luan v€ nhiing khia canh
cu thé trong loat bai dai “The Playboy
Philosophy” cua Hefner vé ma tuy, van
dé chling toc va dong tinh luyén ai trong
quan doi. Hinh thtc dién dan cho phép
nhiing ngudi dang phuc vu tai Viét Nam
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ti€p can khong chi v6i nhiing ngudi linh
khéc, ma con véi ca cong chung, cho ho
mot khong gian an toan dé€ néi lén y kién
va phé binh vé quan dgi. “Trong truyén
thong, mot ngudi linh mudn phan nan
thi sé dugc ban bé khuyén nén tho 16 véi
cha tuyén 1y, hoac bao cho tong thanh
tra, hay viét thu cho nghi si ctia minh,’
mot ngudi linh chia sé. “Bay gio, co 1€
nhd nhiing 1a thu vé sy bat cong trong
quan doéi trong The Playboy Forum, mot
toa an thugng tham khac da dugc thém
vao danh sach”

Tam quan trong cua tap chi Play-
boy d6i v6i nhiing ngudi linh ¢ Viét Nam
da vugt khoéi nhiing trang Playmate. Ho
thdm chi con muon linh vat con tho
va logo cta tap chi dé son 1én may bay,
tric thang, va xe tang. Ho vé hinh con
tho trén cdc manh vad quan 4o, va dung
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ti “playboy” trong cac mat hiéu va biét
danh. D6n nhin biéu tugng cua Play-
boy la mot cudc ndiloan nho doi véi quy
tac ctia doi song quan doi, dong thai la
mot bang chiing vé tac dong clia tG tap
chi doi v6i cudc song va tinh than cua
nhiing ngudi linh.

Va Playboy da dép lai su tng ho
nay. Rat 1au sau khi cudc chién két thuc,
ho van tai trg cho cic phim tai liéu vé
cudc chién, nghién ctu vé chat doc da
cam va cdc nghién ctu vé€ rdi loan cang
thdng hau chdn thuong tim ly (cta cyu
chién binh). D6 1a mot cam két chiing to
moi quan hé lau dai gitta an pham nay
va nhiing ngudi linh, va cho thay Play-
boy la mét di san dang kinh ngac dén thé
nao cta mot trong nhiing cudc chién dai
nhat cua nudc My.
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Amber Batura 1a nghién ctu sinh
tién si nganh lich st tai Pai hoc Ky thuat
Texas.

https://nghiencuuquocte.
org/2017/04/18/playboy-va-linh-my-
chien-tranh-viet-nam/
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NHIN LAI VAI TRO CUA
MCNAMARA
TRONG CHIEN TRANH VIET NAM

Nguon: Fredrik Logevall, Rethink-
ing ‘McNamaras War, The New York
Times, 28/11/2017.

Bién dich: Nguyén Thi Kim Phung.
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Ngay 29/11/1967, Tong thong Lyn-
don Johnson tuyén bo rang Robert Mc-
Namara, B¢ trudéng Qudéc phong, sé rdi
vi tri ciia minh d€ tré thanh ngudi diéu
hanh Ngéan hang Thé gi¢i. “Cho dén tén
hém nay, toi cing khong bi€t minh da
nghi viéc hay bi sa thai ntia,” McNamara
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chia sé nhiéu thap nién sau do. “Cé 1€ 1a
cé hai”

That ra moi chuyén khd r6 rang: Ong
da bi sa thai. Nhung 6ng khong phai
ngudi duy nhat boi roi. Boi canh ma Mc-
Namara r&i khoi Lau Nam Goc qua that
mo hd - va su mu md ay ndi lén nhiéu
diéu vé McNamara, vé Johnson va chinh
tri trong nudc trong thadi ky Chién tranh
Viét Nam.

Trong nhiing thang truéc do, John-
son da rat that vong véi su bat man dang
cao ctia McNamara véi cudc chién cua
My tai Viét Nam: mdi ngo vuc dang cao
rang chién dich khong kich Bac Viét
dang khong hiéu qua va sé khong hiéu
qua, rang 6n dinh chinh tri & Sai Gon
van kho dat dugc va do do6 chinh quyén
nén tim ki€ém mot 16i thoat bang thuong
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lugng. Johnson, ndi gidn khi McNamara
tré nén mém yéu, dong thdi nghi ngd
rang vi by trudng dang bi mat 1én ké
hoach iing h¢ Robert Kennedy, lac 4y van
con la thugng nghi si Dan chu cta New
York, ra thach thuc Johnson dé tranh dé
cu Ung vién tong thong Pang Dan chu
trong cudc bau ct ndm sau trén cuong

linh hoa binh.

Tuy nhién, Johnson khong thé loai
bd McNamara hoan toan; lam nhu vay
cd nguy co khién McNamara cong khai
ung hd Kennedy va 1én an chién tranh.
Cach tot hon theo Johnson la di tim mét
vi tri mé&i cho McNamara, noi 6ng c6 thé
tin tudng rang vi cyu bd trudng sé duy
tri sy im 1dng kin ddo - mot noi, dai khai
1a, giong nhu Ngan hang Thé gidi.

Viéc McNamara khoéng can nhac ty
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y r6i bd chinh quyén trong nam 1967
nghiét nga dy da noi 1én nhiéu dieu vé
ngudi dan ong nay, va su doi hoi long
trung thanh ti cac vi tong thong MY.
McNamara ddt chan dén Lau Nam Goc
vao thang 01/1961 véi tu cach la mot
ngudi mdi trén chinh trudng, dugce John
E. Kennedy tuyén chon tu Tap doan Ford
Motor, noi 6ng da 1én chic cht tich. Ong
ndi tiéng trong giGi kinh doanh nho sy
nhay bén trong khéu t6 chtic va tai dinh
lugng, 6ng ciing s& hiiu ngoai hinh ndi
bat moi khi sai budc trong hoi trudng
quyén lyc, mai téc vuot ngugc va guong
mdt qua quyét khién 6ng trong “nhu thé
mot vién dan mai héch,” theo 16i miéu
ta khéo léo ctia nha bdo A. ]. Langguth.
Ngay lap ttic, McNamara cé mat & khap
moi noi: t6 chic lai by mdy quan liéu
cta Lau Nam Goc, xay dung kho v khi
hat nhan, va phat dong nd lyc chdm dut
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phén biét chung t0c trong cac khu nha &
ngoai can ci quan su.

G Viét Nam ciing vy, McNamara
cuc ky xong xdo. Trong chuyén tham dau
tién téi Sai Gon vao nam 1962, trong boi
canh cac ¢6 van My nhanh chong hién
dién ngay mot nhiéu, McNamara noi,
“moi yéu t6 do luong dinh lugng chung
ta cd déu cho thay chung ta dang chién
thang trong cudc chién nay.” Sau vy am sat
Kennedy vao thang 11/1963, 6ng giii vai
trd ngay cang quan trong hon trong viéc
hoach dinh chinh sich, khién Thugng
nghi si Wayne Morse, dai dién Dang Dan
chu tii bang Oregon, vao thang 04/1964
phai goi Viét Nam la “Cudc chién cta
McNamara.” Vi b truéng khong phan
doi.

O day co6 su td tin, va nhiéu hon
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mot chut kiéu ngao. Toi ty héi liéu Mc-
Namara c6 phai da tré thanh c6t thu 16i
doi v6i cac nha phé binh, bdi tén 6ng
xudt hién trén khap moi bang ron trong
cac cudc tuan hanh phan chién. Trong
mot lan xudt hién tai Harvard vao thang
11/1966, vi bo trudng da khién cac sinh
vién phan no khi v6 tu thtia nhin ring
minh khong biét quan doi My da gay ra
bao nhiéu thuong vong cho dan thuodng.
Khi 6ng c6 gang roi di sau cudc ndi
chuyén, hang tram sinh vién chdn xe cua
ong lai ma hét 1én, “Quan giét ngusi!”
McNamara tréo 1én ndc chiéc xe, vay vay
tay 4o va tuyén bd: “Toi da trai qua bon
ndm hanh phuc nhat trong doi tai khuén
vién truong Berkeley, lam mot s6 viéc ma
cac ban lam hom nay. Nhung t6i da cting
ran hon céc ban, va gio toi van cting ran
hon cdc ban. Khi ay toi da lich su, va toi
hy vong hom nay minh ciing sé lich sy.”
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“Mot trong nhiing ngudi dan o6ng
nhan tam, kiéu ngao nhit ma tdi tling
thdy,” mot trong cac sinh vién sau do da
nhin xét.

Nhiing ngudi biéu tinh tiic gidn ngay
héom do da khong biét rang tinh kiéu
ngao cong khai cia McNamara la d€ che
gidu su v6 mong riéng dang ngay mot
16n ctia 6ng vé cudc chién. N6 da don
nén sudt mot thoi gian dai; cd 1é & mot
muc do nao dé tinh cam nay da ludén &
day, gay nén mot tran chién trong tam
tri 6ng, chong lai nhiing gi “cac phép do
dinh lugng” chac chan dang thé hién -
rang cong nghé ctia nudc My cuodi cung
sé thang thé.

Ngay ti thang 10/1963, trén bang
ghi am cta Nha Trang thoi Kennedy,
nguoi ta da cé thé nghe McNamara néi
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rang, “ching ta can mot cach dé€ thoat
khéi Viét Nam.” Dau nam sau, dng bay
to moi quan ngai v6i mdt Lyndon John-
son thiéu kién nhan vé tinh hinh chién
trudng va cac trién vong tuong lai; trong
nhting cudc tro chuyén dugc ghi am nay,
chinh Johnson dudng nhu méi la nguoi
muon duy tri chién tranh (bat chap noi
so hai va that vong ctia chinh minh vé
cudc xung dot), tham chi thong qua viéc
leo thang néu can thiét. Thuyc té, cang
dao sau vao ho so ndi b khong 16 veé viéc
ra quyét dinh ctia My, ta cang bat gip
moOt McNamara hoan toan khac: mét bo
trudng quoc phong ma tii cudi nam 1963
da khong con - néu 6ng da tung — la mot
ngudi tin tudng thuc sy vao cudc chién
4 Viét Nam.

bung la McNamara da tng h¢ dua
bo binh sang Viét Nam vao dau ndm
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1965 va la kién truc su chinh ctaa chién
dich leo thang trén khong dugc thiét ké
nhdam lam suy sup tinh than ctia Ha No¢i
(va cung co tinh than ctia Sai Gon) bat
dau vao thang 3 ndm dé6. Nhung chién
lugc lai dan chuyén sang huéng dé mé
cac lva chon - leo thang hodc xudng
thang, tang tdc hodc cham lai - tuy thudc
vao phan ung cta ké thu.

Chuyén tham mua thu nam 1965
dén mién Nam Viét Nam da khién Mc-
Namara tuyét vong. Ong néi vdi Johnson
rang Bac Viét dudng nhu “tin rang chién
tranh sé kéo dai, rang thoi gian la dong
minh cua ho va stic manh san nha cua
ho vugt trdi so v6i chung ta,” va néi thém
rang 6ng chi nhin thiy co hdi 6 miic mot
phén ba - hodc t6i da la mot phan hai -
dé nudc My c6 thé gianh chién thang vé
mat quan sy. Do d6, 6ng bao cdo can nd
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luc nhiéu hon dé di dén con dudng dam
phan.

Khi chién tranh roi vao bé tac, vé am
dam ctia bd trudng cang thém ro. Bi anh
huéng boi cac vién chic Lau Nam Goc
nhu Paul Warnke, Adam Yarmolinsky
va John McNaughton, nhiing ngudi ma
khao khat chién tranh cing dang suy yéu
dan, McNamara lo sg rang cuc chién da
lam t6n hai uy tin toan cau cua My, khi
cadc dong minh va doéi thu nghi ngo kha
ndng ra quyét dinh ctia chinh quyén. Su
hay di¢t cua chién tranh da khién ong
ban tam rat nhiéu, ddc biét la vé€ thuong
vong dan sy. Bén dau nam 1967, Mc-
Namara két ludn rang tinh than cta ké
thu da khong bi pha v va boi canh chinh
tri mién Nam Viét Nam hoan toan khong
on dinh. Cudc chién trén khong da that
bai — mot xa hoi nong thon sé khong thé
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bi tan phda dé ép khuét phuc, McNamara
xac dinh - va da khién chinh quyén phai
tra gia dat trudc du ludn trong nudc va
quoc té.

“Hinh anh siéu cudng 16n nhat thé
giGi tan sat hay lam bi thuong nghiém
trong 1.000 thuong dan moi tuan, dong
thoi c6 gang don mot quoc gia nho bé,
lac hau phai dau hang vé mét van dé ma
ban thin cling dang gay tranh cai gay gat
12 mot hinh anh chang dep dé gi)” 6ng
viét cho Johnson vao thang 05/1967.

Khi vé gia, McNamara sé hoi han vi
ban than minh, cling nhu nhiing ngudi
khac, da 1dp di lap lai that bai trong viéc
nghi ngd nhiing gia dinh dang sau cudc
chién. “To6i vO cing hoi han vi minh da
khong tao ra mot cudc tranh ludn nham
tham do liéu c6 thé tao ra nod luc chién
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thang quén sy ti mdt nén tang chinh tri
l16ng 180 hay khong,” 6ng viét. “Sau do,
moi thu dan tré nén ré rang, va hom
nay, toi tin moi chuyén da ro rang, rang
luc lugng quan sy — dac biét la khi dugc
st dung bdi mot thé luc bén ngoai - sé
chang thé mang lai trat ty  mot quéc gia
khong c6 kha ndng ty tri.”

Vay tai sao 6ng khong c6 gang tao ra
cudc tranh luan d6? Thém vao do, tai sao
ong khong chiu tu chiic dé phan déi?

Long trung thanh véi tong thong la
mot Iy do. McNamara phuc vu mét téng
tu 1énh, ngudi da thé ti nhiing ngay dau
cam quyén rang ong sé khong trd thanh
vi tong thong danh mat Viét Nam; Mc-
Namara da cong hién hét minh dé€ giup
thuc hién cam két d6. Doi véi vo s6 nha
phé binh, day la long trung thanh dat
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khong ding ch6: Thé con sy trung thanh
VGi cac nguyén tac, véi qudc gia, doi véi
mang sdng ctia ngudi dan thi sao?

Ngoai long trung thanh, McNamara
da thuyét phuc chinh minh - cing nhu
nhiing ngudi hoai nghi khdc trong ndi
bd nhu Ha nghi si George Ball - rdng
ong c6 thé dem lai tac dong tot hon cho
chinh sach bang cach & lai. Hon niia,
ong khong hoan toan chac chan vé du
doan am dam ctia minh. Cé thé, chila cé
thé thoi, tinh hinh réi sé trd nén t6t dep,
hodc it nhat la da 6n dinh dé ban giao lai
cho chinh quyén ti€p theo, bao vé khong
chi uy tin lich st cua Johnson ma con
ctia chinh 6ng. Nhu 16i Leslie H. Gelb,
mot cuu binh cua Lau Nam Goc thai
McNamara (va sau nay la thanh vién ctia
ban bién tap t& Times), “Gan nhu la doi
hoéi qua muc khi chung ta mong dgi mot
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ngudi chiu trach nhiém phat dong cudc
chién” sé suy nghi lai vé nén tang cudc
chién va sau dé hanh dong trén co sé cua
viéc suy nghi lai nay. “Béi vay, nghi ngo
chi don gian liing lo gitta khong trung
chu khong bao gi¢ dugc dua vao chinh
sach.”

Nhiing nam sau do, McNamara da
tim ra mot 161 gidi thich khac cho chinh
sach va vai tro cua chinh 6ng trong do:
su thi€u hiéu biét. “Gida ma ching ta
biét,” trd thanh cau than chu ctia 6ng -
vé quyét tam cua ké thu, vé cac van dé
chinh tri mang tinh hé théng & mién
Nam, v€ truyén théng chong ngoai bang
lau doi ctia Viét Nam, ddc biét 1a chong
lai ngudi Trung Quoéc. “Chung ta da
khong cé chuyén gia vé Viét Nam,” Ong
ty dua ra khang dinh. Mot khang dinh
sai lam. McNamara va Johnson thuc su
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cd rat nhiéu chuyén gia, nhiing ngudi ho
c6 thé dé danglién lac chibang cach nhac
dién thoai lén. Hon niia, ban than nhiing
chuyén gia nay con lau mdéi “khong biét
gi” vé tinh trang ctia Viét Nam. Ho chang
can mat ai ndi v6i minh vé nhiing van
dé ngay cang sau sac va toi té trong no
luc chién tranh va tinh hinh chinh tri &
Sai Gon, va vé trién vong md nhat trong
viéc dat dugc mot budc tién thuc su y
nghia. Bang chiing chi ra rat r6 rang, va
chinh McNamara da ty minh nhin thay
no trong nhiéu chuyén tham dén mién
Nam Viét Nam.

Phan quyét cudi cung vé vai tro ctia
McNamara trong Chién tranh Viét Nam
can phai khac nghiét, mot phan béi vi 6ng
chu tri nhiing giai doan dau khi quan My
ngay cang tham gia nhiéu hon trén chién
trudng, nhung quan trong hon, la vi 6ng
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khong hanh dong manh mé hon véi
nhiing e ngai sau nay cua minh. Ngudi
ta c6 thé vinh danh 6ng, nhu Daniel Ell-
sberg da lam, vi da lam viéc ti bén trong
dé han ché pham vi cac vy khong kich va
khuyén khich cac cudéc dam phan, nhung
van tiép tuc dit ra tranh ludn, nhu chinh
Ellsberg, ring b trudng dang 1€ nén
cong khai nhiing nghi ngd ctia minh -
khong phai trong cuoén hoi ky xuat ban
ndm 1995, hodc trong mot bd phim tai
liéu xuat sac (“The Fog of War” ctia Errol
Morris) cong chiéu vao nam 2003, ma la
ngay tii ndm 1965, hodc sau khi rdi chinh
quyén vao nam 1968. Thay vao do, Mc-
Namara lai 1a ké hai mdt, cong khai rao
giang vé su lac quan va kién dinh (tham
chi, do6i khi con lam thé trong cac cudc
thdo luan chinh sach n¢i bd) ngay cé khi
ong van bay té nghi ngd vé cudc chién
mot cach riéng tu.
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Tuy nhién, dudng nhu qua dé dang
néu ta coi cac phéan tich va giai thich
sau nay cua McNamara don gian chi la
nhiing no luc buodn (hoac, d6i véi mot s6
ngudi, la tiic gian) nham rva sach mot
ho so ca nhan day mdu va xoa diu mét
luong tdm t6i 16i. Chung con c6 nhiéu 'y
nghia hon thé. That vong trong tuoi gia vi
nhiing gi da xay ra 6 Pong Nam A dudi
su giam sat cua Ong, vi tat ca nhiing cai
chét trén nhiéu canh dong lua va bai cé
dai; doi véi toi, ong thuc sy chan thanh
ty van d€ dac rat kinh nghiém va thua
nhan vai trd ctia chinh minh trong toan
b6 vu viéc.

Liéu c6 bao nhiéu nhén vét ctia cong
chung tting n6 luc nhu viy dé chudc 16i
cho nhiing sai lam va tdi dc ctia minh,
trong thadi dai nay hay bat ky théi dai nao
khac? Qua rat it. Henry Kissinger van
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dugc hoan nghénh & nhiéu noi nhu mot
nha hién triét vi dai cia ngoai giao My,
chua bao gio noi that vé Viét Nam, rang
“Chung ta da sai, sai lam khtng khiép.”
(O Austin, Texas, nim 2016, khi dugc
hoéi liéu 6ng c6 hoéi han vé cudc chién
khong, Kissinger ti choi tra 16i, chi chiu
thtta nhan nhiing “sai lam chién thuat”)

Robert McNamara cudi cung da
dam cong khai ndi lén diéu do, va ong
xting dang nhdn dugc néu khong phai
161 khen thi chi it cling la su ngam thtia
nhan thai do dd ctia dng tU tat ca chung
ta.

Fredrik Logevall, gido su vé cac van
dé qudc té va lich st tai Harvard, la tac
gia ciia nhiéu cudn sach, gan day nhat 1a
“Embers of War: The Fall of an Empire
and the Making of America’s Vietnam.”



178 | IRedkrie Logevelll

https://nghiencuuquocte.
org/2020/12/23/nhin-lai-vai-tro-cua-
mcnamara-trong-chien-tranh-viet-
nam/
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