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Trong mdt con hém Sai Gon, 1965
(anh: Jero/Pix/Michael Ochs Archives/
Getty Images)

a tudi tho cua téi nam & con
hém 146 Hién Vuong. Goi la
hém, nhung hém kha rdng, mat dudng
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trang nhya xe dua rudc hoc sinh tranh
nhau dugc, dan vao trudng La San Dtic
Minh & cudi hém. Ngoi trudng nay sau
1975 d36i tén. Gig day chang ai con biét
tén, trit nhung ngudi con chut ndng long
ky tc v6i no.

Hém dai hon tram mét, ma bay ban
dua thi, d6 xi ngau, quay so 14y keo kéo
hay lay truyén tranh, hang an vit, coc
xoai, me chua tdm rudt... thi vo ké. Nha
toi ndm khoéang gitia hém, ¢ quan ca
phé cha Ba (Tau). Noi day toi thdy moi
sang khach ngdi bén ban tron, uong ca
phé pha v, d6 ra dia € mau nguoi, réi
htp. C6 khi dn véi banh bao, banh tiéu,
gio chdo qudy, xiu mai... Sau nay doc
bai Thu udng ca phé ctia Binh Nguyén
Loc, toi thay ding y nhu thé. Téi mudng
tugng ra dugc hét, nhé ca o6ng khach
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ngoi tram ngam bén dia ca phé nguodi
ngat suot budi sang.

Hém nhd, nhung nhiéu ngé ngach
chang chit. Chinh nhiing ngé ngach nay
ma téi c6 nhiing nam thang tudi tho
rat that la... tudi tho. Vé nha toi c6 bd
madt khac. Dau hém 146 la dudng Hién
Vuong, bén phdi c6 quan phd ga, doi
di¢n con dudng Duy Tan. Nhiing nam
1964-1965, khuya khuya, t6i con thay
tudng Ky rau di xe Hué Ky cung dan em
t6i day dn phé.

Bén trai hém c6 hém nho (cut), co
xe mi chd Xuén. Thinh thoang (Iam) to6i
md&i dugc me dan ra &n mi & day. Toi dn,
nhung ba khong an, chi diing nhin thang

con an.



To6i van vo nhin tranh vé trén kiéng
ctia xe mi, 14n than héi chi Xuan hinh
gi. D6 la nhiing ngay dau tién to6i biét
ong Quan Cong rau dai, La B6 hy Diéu
Thuyén... Sau nay doc sach mdi biét chi
Diéu Thuyén c6 ba con véi anh Lé Véan
Tam. Dugc me dan xe mi an c6 cai tha,
nhung an xong lai ti€c. Gia ma mua mi
vé nha, t6i c6 thé cho thém com nguoi
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vao niia. Com ngudi véi nude leo mi,
ngon vO cung. Cach nay cling chuc nam,
to6i ghé hém xe mi chu Xuén, chac la con
chdu chu ding ban. Trudc day xe & bén
trai hém, bay gio chuyén qua bén phai.
Toi héi tham cha Xuan. Ba gia ding gan
do, ndm 14y tay t6i, giong rung rung: Ong
con nhé ha?

Sai Gon xua véi ky tc hang rong, 1965
(anh: Keystone-France/Gamma-Key-
stone via Getty Images)
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Con hém vung Tan Dinh nay chi
dai hon trdm mét, la khu x6m binh dan
ma hang ngay t6i dugc nghe vong co,
nhac sén, nhac x6 s6, nhac tuyén chon
ca si... Day cling 1a noi lan dau t6i nghe
dugc ban Tinh Bac duyén Nam. Du la
con nit nhung cling mang mang, “tinh”
la chuyén trai gai, con “duyén” thi chiu!
Thac mac hoai... Sau nay, dén khi hiéu
dugc “duyén” thi... hét phim!

bau hém 146 Hién Vuong, queo
phai la nha ba Tam DPeén. To6i hoc dugc tu
ba Tam nhiing tiéng chti thé tuc tan ma
khong hiéu gi ca, vé hdi me. Ba nghiém
mat, cam t6i khong dugc néi theo nhiing
161 do. Toi khong hiéu vi sao, khong dam
hé hé nhung van ghim trong d4u. Sau
nay 16n 1én, t6i mai biét dé 1a nhiing cau
chti thé tuc tiu nhat trén doi. Cudi doi
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nghe néi ba Tam quy vy tai gia, an chay
truong.

Nha t6i ¢ gac go. Cai lan can op ep
1a noi moi lan bi me “tam giam”, t6i ngodi
b6 goi doc, doc du thu tii sach quoc van,
bdo, truyén... hay bat cu thi gi cd chi.
DPoc ca Minh Tam Btiu Giam. Quyén nay
ba t6i bat doc. Toi chi cAm sach nay moi
khi cdn “dién tudng” cham chi, chu cé
hiéu gi dau. Cop nhi sa co nhin qua lan
can nhu ndm trong ciii go, doi khi budng
sach, mo mang v€ cudi hém, la noi mot
coi giang ho tudi tho dan dum, rong choi
chi véi quan xa lon, chan dat...

Cu6i hém, chan ngang la truong La-
san Duc Minh, noi t6i hoc nhiing nam
tiéu hoc. Trudc khi “dung” trudng, co6 hai
hém nho. Biét bao dau an tudi tho cta
toi nam & hai hém nhd nay, chu khong
phai ngdi trudng gach xay thoi Tay. Hém
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ré phai rong, bang ngang qua Nha tho
Tan Dinh, roi ra dudng Hai Ba Trung,
mot trong nhiing con dudng phon hoa
bac nhtit Sai Gon luc bay gio. Toi lui téi
con dudng do de dat, trii khi mao hiém
di qua X6m Chua, hay di xi-né cop & rap
Vin Cam, doc theo Hai Ba Trung xudng
cau Kiéu. Bay gio cau van con nhung rap
da mat, thay vao la tru sé ngan hang bé
thé.

https://www.pinterest.com/
pin/615304367866674490/
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Mot goc Sai Gon, 1965
(anh: Stuart William MacGladrie/Fair-
fax Media via Getty Images)

Phong-tén nudc dau hém 146 la noi
toi “tdy tran’, mac 4o, x6 dép, ron rén vé
nha trinh dién me véi bd mat hién lanh
ctia dda con ngoan. Me tdi chang noi gi.
Ngudi hung dudng phé toi vé ruc nach
me, goi dau lén canh tay me ngu. Ba thu
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thi héi téi nhiing chuyén ban ngay, di
choi nhiing dau, di véi ai... Toi gan me
hon géan cha, chuyén gi ciing ké véi ba.
Ngudi hung that tha khai bao hét, c6 khi
con mam muoi theo tri tudng tugng cta
tré tho. Vai ngay sau, ba mdi goi toi lai
ddn do, khong dugc ra choi & day vily do
nay no, hay khong nén choi véi nhiing
ban nay vi chung hay chui thé, khong
chiu hoc hanh... To6i ch6t da im ldng.

Trong tham tam toi, l& ban 16i x6m
la nhiing tay “giang ho” To6i thich choi
vé6i chung vi hoc dugc du thu trén doi,
nghe nhiing chuyén phiéu luu mo mong.
V6i t6i, dam ban dé 1a nhiing thang anh
em nghia khi, c6 choi cd chiu, tha bi don
cht khong khai ra dong bon, khong nhu
tui ban hoc & Lasan Dic Minh ¢6 mau
“ndi phan’, hoi moét ti la vao méc me toi.
Toi khong thé bo roi nhiing ngudi anh
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em minh dugc! Toi khong cai me, nhung
van lén lut giao du...

To6i dén, me tdi ti té hdi. Lan nay
ban nang tu vé troi day, toi tra 16i vu vo,
chang dau vao dau. Me t6i ciing ching
noi gi. Toi yén tri, minh da qua mdt dugc
ba! Tinh me t6i trdm tinh. Téi pham 16i
gi it khi ba la mang ngay ma dé vai ngay
sau m&i nho nhe néi chuyén phai quay.
Kién nhan, khong néi néng bao gig,
nhung me t6i lat mém budc chdt, thanh
thu t6i s¢g cha ngoai mat, nhung s¢g me
trong long — Sg ba bat tdy thi dung hon.
Cho dén gio, nhiing 16i day dé nho nhe
day van con nhu in trong dau.

[t khi me au yém t6i, mic du tdi van
vO veé toi ngu. Nhung t6i cdm nhan dugc
tinh thuong ctia ba, tham chi con biét ba
thién vi t6i hon hai ba chi. NhG c6 mot
1an, nha téi t6 chuc “ciu co” Ba t6i khong
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tin nhiing chuyén nham nhi nay, nhung
cé ngudi linh gan nha ndi, anh c6 dugc
miéng van hom déo thanh hinh trai tim,
cau co rat linh. Ba t6i to0 mo, mudn tht.
Con co lu6t nhanh trén t& giay ghi 24
chii cdi va s6 tti 0 dén 9 dé tra 16i cau hai
ctia ngudi cau co. Toi khong con nhé nodi
dung nhting cau hoi va tra 16i budi hom
ay, nhung dém dé t6i khong ngt dugc,
mat mé thao ldo nhin lén tran nha. Me
toi sg toi bi ma am, 6m chdt t6i vao long.
Lan dau tién toi nhan thic dugc cam
gidc Om chdt d6 am dp biét chiing nao.
Cai cam gidc dugc bao v¢, dugc che ché.
Ké “giang ho nghia khi” cling can vong
tay me.
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Sai Gon 1969
(anh: Bettmann/Getty Images)

Me t6i ban x6i dao. Nhiing con hém
ngoc ngach ma t6i xung hung xung ba,
me t0i di qua hang ngay. Khach hang cta
ba chac khong kiém 161 dé phan nan vé
thang con cta ba. Ba biét hét, nhung vé
nha van kién nhan lang nghe nhiing céu
doi pho vu vo cta n6. Nha t6i don khoi
khu Tan Pinh nam t6i chin, mudi tudi,
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nhung chi ndm sau, t6i lai duyén ng ti€p
bén nam véi Tan Dinh, khi thi dau dé
that vao trudng cong lap Tran Luc, dau
dudng Nguyén Dinh Chiéu, ngé xéo qua
cho Tan Dinh.

https://www.flickr.com/pho-
tos/13476480@N07/4031047981

Sau nay, co lan di ngang hém 146
Hién Vuong, tdi ngdn ngudi trudc bao
thay do6i. Phong tén nudc khong con.
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Con hém c¢6 vé hep hon vi ngudi ta xay
nhalan hém. Truong Lasan Dtic Minh da
doi tén thanh trudng can bo dang... Toi
tan ngan nhin vao can nha ct da dugc
xay khang trang hon. Sy thay déi khién
toi cam thay hinh nhu khong phai toi tré
vé xém cii, ma trd vé véi ky tc tudi tho,
con dudng cudi hém ré phai, ré trai. Hon
sau muoi nam rdi con gi...

Vat thé nam xua cd con ntia dau!
Toi chi nhin nudi theo véi chut ky tc
tuoi tho. Néu phai chon giai doan nao
trong doi minh dé€ séng lai, t6i sé chon
nhiing ngay séng & hém 146, dudng
Hién Vuong, Tan Dinh. Ca tudi tho sdng
dong nhu thé, chi trai dai ky tc trén vai
trang gidy. Biét bao nhiéu chii cho viia?

T6i nhin con hém that lau. T6i nhé

cai lan can ¢p ep, nhé nhiing trang sach,
nhé nhiing mo mong giang ho vit. Roi
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t6i bong nhé me toi, nhé cai Om chit ctia
ba trong dém cau co. Pua con nao, du
16n tudi dén dau, van nhd bé trudc con
mat cia me. Khong goi la thang (gia) cta
me minh thi goi la gi?


















