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Connhagiau § 7

CHUONG 1

A
Ong K¢ hién Toai, chét da lau rdi, ma
trong quan Chg Gao tu gia chi tré ai
cling con nhd cdi tén ctia 6ng.

Ong lam chiic K& hién 1a chtic cta Hoi té
trong lang xa dat dang khi nao dinh miéu hu
té, hodc khi nao cing t€ thanh than thi gop tién
cho dé, ché khong phai 6ng cam quyén chinh
tri hay 1a 6ng ban dtic ruéi nhon, nén thién ha
cam oai hoi, nghia, ma ghi tac tén ong vao tri.

Dén béy gié ngudi ta con nhé 6ng la nhé
nguoi giau to, song su giau ay khong c6 ich cho
dan trong lang trong x6m chut nao hét, tham
chi con trong nha la nguoi ké nghiép ndéi dong,
ma ciing khong nho duge. Ong sanh trudng tai
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lang My Hoi, nha 6ng ¢ dya bén 10 dd My Tho
xuong Cho Gao.

Ong lam ban véi ba V6 Thi Hién sanh dugc
hai ngudi con, mot ngudi con trai 16n tén la
Tran Thugng Chi, véi mét ngudi con gai nho
tén 1a Tran Thi Ngoc, ngudi l6n sanh trudc
ngudi nhd ba ndm.

Khi con 16n ctia 6ng dugc 15 tudi, thi vg
ong mat. Luc 4y, ong da lam giau rdi, ma tudi
cta ong lai trén bon muoi, néu 6ng nghi cong
vg, thuong phan con, 6ng ¢ géoa ma hudng su
nghiép nudi con tho, thi c6 1€ 0ng la mdt nguoi
sung suéng hon hét trong lang trong tong.

Khong hiéu tai troi khién gia tai clia ong
phai tiéu tan, hay la tai 6ng khong mudn cho
hai dtia con ctia 6ng dugc hudng nho cong lao
ctia v¢ chong 6ng, ma vg mdéi chét it thang thi
ong lai lo toan chép noi. Ché chi 6ng chap noi
ma ong lya cho hién dic xting doi viia lta, thi
cling cho la phai. Ngdt vi 6ng noéi sy nghié¢p to
ma con chdu it la diéu v6 phudc, nén ong tinh
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chon ngudi tré tudi ma cuéi dang kiém con
thém.

Hoi d6 ai diém chi cho 6ng khong biét,
ma ong ra Rach Miéu ong cudi c6 Lé Thi Nho
méi cd 18 tudi, nghia la 16n hon con trudng
nam ctia dng cd 3 tudi. Cé Ly Thi Nho von la
con nha hdi trudc cling cé dn, nhung vi bi kién
thua sao d6 ma phai suy sup, nén cuc chang da,
c6 phéi ung ngudi l6n tudi ma giau co6, dang
nuong dya tim thin. C6 da cé sac ma lai lanh
loi, béi vay 6ng cudi cd vé thi 6ng yéu cd vo
cung.

Cach mdt nam, c6 sanh cho 6ng dugc mot
dtta con trai. Ong muing hiim, bén dit tén 1a
Tran Thugng Tu. Ong cang ngdy cang thuong
yéu, cang tin cay v mdi, cac viéc trong nha
ong déu phu thac cho vg hét thay, tham chi
chia khoéa tt sat ong cling giao cho vg git.

Co6 Ly Thi Nho tré tudi ma cao tri; dugc
chong gia yéu trong ma c6 khong déng danh
nhu gdi khdc, c6 cang nho nhe, cang cung kinh,
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cang lo sg, chang nhiing 1a c6 hét long xem xét
viéc trong nha ma thoéi, ma c6 lai con san sdc
con ghé con rudt ciing nhu nhau, chong muén
diéu chi thi c6 lam cho chong viia y hét thay.

Chting Tran Thugng Chi khon 16n, 6ng Ké
hién méi lo cudi vg cho con. Theo thé thudng
thi con 16n phai & chung véi cha, ding hom
sém lo sdn séc phung su cha, khi cha gia yéu thi
thay mat cho cha ma phung tu 6ng ba. Khong
hiéu c6 Ly Thi Nho néi lam sao, ma cuéi vo
cho Thuong Chi roi, 6ng K& hién lai mua mot
mau vuon cling dua 19, song & 4p dudi, roi cit
mot cdi nha ngdi nho ba cdn vach vdn ma cho
con ra riéng.

Vg chong Thugng Chi san séc miéng vuon,
lam vai day rudng, tuy khong lam giau dugc,
song nam nao cting du dn, khoi cay nho cha.
Chting Thugng Chi dung tudi, lang tong vi con
nha giau nén ct lam Huong chiic. Anh ta lam
lang dugc 6 nam, ké c6 viéc quan trén muon cu
mot vi Ban Bién d€ gitap véi Cai tong trong viéc



Con nha giau § 11

tuan phong. Thugng Chi tinh ra tranh chtic ay,
ngat vi trong nha khong cé tién du, nén phai
1én nan ni véi cha ma xin ndm ngan dong bac.
Ong Ké hién kéu vg ma néi réing;

— Thang Hai né xin 5 ngan ddng n6 tranh
chtic Ban Bién. Ma n6 tinh sao?

Ba K€ hién cudi ma dap rang:

— Ong c6 bac du thi 6ng cho né ché t6i c6
tién bac gi dau ma ong hoi téi. Ma tdi nghi &
duéi nay ham tranh dua v6i ngudi ta ma lam
gi. Lam Ban Bién chém giét ai dugc hay sao ma
phai vdc bac ngan ra lo.

Ong K€ hién ngoi ling thinh mot hoi roi
ndi véi con rang:
— Tao nam nay mac cit nha c6 bac du &

dau. Nhu may muon lam Ban Bién thi may lam
sao may lam, ché tao khong thé giup dugc.

Thuong Chi biét cha khong thi€u gi bac ma
tai me ghé nén cha khong cho. Anh ta buon
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¥, nén trd vé nha di vay ndm ngan ma lo chtc
Ban bién. Ai cling biét 6ng K& hién Toai la mot
nha dai phu, bdi vay con trudng nam cua ong
di vay bac, ai lai khong cho. Thugng Chi vay
bac thiét la dé, ma c6 bac nhiéu roi tranh chuic
Ban bién lai cang dé hon ntia.

Ba Ké hién nghe Thugng Chi dugc cap
bang Ban Bién thi ba cudi ma noéi véi chong
rang:

— Toi nghe ndi thang Hai n6 gidn gay ong
nén no di vay tién ma lo chtc Ban Bién dé do.
N6 khong can tién ctia 6ng, nd ciing lam dugc.
Thang thiét cting coi qua! Néu nd tép cai tanh
do, t6i sg chiing 6ng trdm tuoi gia 6ng d€ rudng
dat lai cho né bao nhiéu, chu ng ho lay hét.
Ong con sO s day ma n6 dam di vay; chiing
ong chét roi thi n6 con ké gi niia.

Ong K& hién chau may dép ring:

— D06 khon nan, né muon mat thay ké no!
Thoi, dé t6i lo cho thang Tt an hoc, dang ngay
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sau n6 noi nghiép cho t6i. Thang Chi né muon
ngod nghich thi né lam sao né lam.

Nha giau 16n, con trudéng nam xin it ngan
dong bac ding lam cho nd mdt né may véi
nguoi ta, ma ong khong chiu cho, rdi lai nghe
161 vo nho théu dét ma t6 y ghét con niia, bao
nhiéu dé ciing du thay 6ng thuong vo nhoé hon
1a con dong 16n, va sy quan suat gia dinh da vé
tay ba vg nho lau r6i. Ma 6ng c6 thém con trai
nho, nén 6ng bét thuong con trai 16n da danh;
céd mot diéu ai cting lay lam ky la 6ng c6 mot
chut con gdi, 1a c6 Tran Thi Ngoc, 6ng ga cho
Ha Trung Hau, la con cta Hoi dong Thé & Cho
Gao, ma tl ngay ong ga lay chong roi, thi dng
khong ngd ngang gi téi niia. Da biét bén chong
ctia ¢6 no giau co6 l6n ciing nhu 6ng, nén co
chang hé khi ndo vé rit ria nhu con ngudi ta,
nhung ma 6ng danh long lam ngo, con ré téi
tham chdng c6 mdt 1an nao 6ng cAm mdot dong
bac ma cho ching n6 di xe.
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Noi cho phai 6ng K€ hién Toai bén sén véi
moi ngudi ché khong phai hep véi con dong
16n con rong véi con vo nho. Chuing Thugng
Ta daung tudi 6ng gdi 1én hoc trén My Tho,
moi ngay ong cho phép dn banh c6 nam xu ma
thoi, ma chiéu thid bay di vé thi 6ng bat di bo,
ché 6ng khong cho tién di xe. Néu Thuong Tu
khong phién, ay la vi cé me duat nhét, cha cho
moi tudn ba cac ma me 1én dua thém ba dong
bdi vay banh hang da pht phé ma chiéu thu
bdy lai mudn xe kéo ma vé gan t6i nha r6i mdéi
chiu xuong xe di bd cho cha diing biét.

Chting Thugng Td dugc 19 tudi, duong
hoc trén Sai Gon, thi 6ng K€ hién phat binh, Ba
K¢ hién thay 6ng da qua 60, ma uong yéu nhu
vay thi ba lo sg, nén ba on § khoc 1dc xin 6ng
hay tinh gium viéc tuong lai cho ba, ché néu
ong khong tinh trudc rui 6ng ci hac chau troi,
thi chac thay Ban BiénThugng Chi dung quyén
trudng nam ma thau hét su nghiép r6i me con
ba khong c6 ché ma dung than.
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Ong K& hién lic d4u noéi ring:

— Toéi chua chét dau ma ba lo. N6i cing ma
nghe, vi dau tdi co chét di niia, ba la vg thu, ¢
hon tho hon thd han hoi, ba an hué 1gi man
ddi roi cac con méi cé phép tuong phan tai san
dugc; thang Chi nd néi gidng gi duoc ma ba sg.

— Toi la dan ba, t6i khong biét luat phép.
Toi sg kién thua lam. Néu 6ng thuong me con
toi xin 6ng tinh gitm trudc cho yén. Tha la cé
gidy trang muc den véy cho dé.

— Bay gi6 ba muon lam sao?

— Thuong ghét cling nhd 6ng, ché t6i dau
dam mudn sy gi.

— Toi chét roi ba ldy chong khac hay khong?

Ba Ké hién nghe 6ng hdi nhu vay thi ba
khoc rong 1én, roi ba ngdi tdm tiic tam tdi ma
ndi rang:

— Vg clong & v6i nhau hon 20 ndm nay, bay
gio toi mdi biét dng khong thuong t6i. Toi tiéc
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vi con t0i n6 con kho dai qua, ché chi ma né ¢
gia that nhu ngudi ta, thi toi chét phtit cho rdi,
song lam chi ma chong nghi nhu vay, thiét xau
hé hét stc.

Ong K¢ hién néi rang:

— Khong phai t6i khong thuong ba. Ba nam
nay mdi c¢6 38 tudi, con tré qua, tdi sg & goa ma
nudi con khong dugc, béi vay t6i phai hoi cho
chac ddng toi co tinh ché.

— Néu 6ng muodn t6i chét thi toi chét lién
bay gid cho 6ng coi, ddng 6ng hét nghi nia!

— Chét lam chi? Ba khong hiéu y t6i. Vi toi
lo cho phéan con, nén téi méi hdi nhu téi chét
ba & vay ma nuoi con hay la cai gia. Toi lo vé
sau chd nao phai toi ghen tuong gi hay sao? Toi
chét roi thi ba lam sao ty y ba, dau ba lay chong
khac, t6i lai can dugc hay sao ma ghen.

— Toi thé trén c6 troi dudi cd dat, hé thang
Tt ndé hoc xong, t6i cudi vg cho no roi thi toi
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chét theo 6ng lién. Toi lo cho con, ché than toi
ma ké gi. Toi c6 phéi nhu ngudi ta vay dau. Toi
dn com v6i mudi cing dugc, tdi khong ham
viéc chi hét. Toi sg 1a sg cho thang T, chting
ong nham mat theo 6ng theo ba ro6i than né déi
rach t0i nghiép ma thoi ché. Chua gi ma t6i coi
y anh v6i chi né ham ham, cha chd, chting 6ng
mat roi no chiu sao naoi.

Ong nim thiém thiép khong néi nita. Ba
ngdi mot bén thut thit khéc hoi. Ong thiy vay
bén ndi rang:

— Thoi, d€ thung thang it biia roi toi sé tinh.

Tuy 6ng ndi 6ng tinh ma khong nghe 6ng
tinh véi ai hét, chi c6 nghe ba vg ct on § néi
day rudng nay téi day rudng kia xau, day ruong
nay phai chia cho con minh, day ruong kia phai
tri phan dudng lao. Ba on ¥ it biia r6i 6ng sai
tré di moi Huong chanh Dung, 1a ngudi thong
thao hai tuong chii, dén ddt giim t& chuc ngon
cho 6ng. Ba Ké hién thay Huong chanh Dung
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dén thiba niém né tl t€, ba 1én hiia véi Huong
chanh hé dat t6 ranh ré thi ba sé thudng cong
mot tram dong bac.

Huong chanh Dung nghe c6 lgi thi ham,
khong ké chi la cong ly, bai vay ong K€ hién noéi
so lugc dai y ctia 6ng cho anh ta nghe roi anh
ta dat to, chang nhiing 1a dét y theo 15i 6ng dén
ma thoi, ma anh ta lai con théu dét thém chut
dinh cho ba c¢é loi niia.

T& chic ngon dit tron mot tuan 1€ maéi
xong, dai khdi n6i nhu vay:

“Cac con tuy 2 dong, song von mot cha
sanh ra, bdi vay dau dong chanh hay la dong
thu cling dong con hét thay nén hudng gia tai
phai huéng dong vé6i nhau, 6ng Ké hién diing
b6 cong hét thay dugc 500 mau dién. Ong trich
ra 50 mau d€ lam phan huong hoa cua 6ng va
ba vg 16n, tri cho Tran Thugng Chi an hué
lgi ma phung ty. Ong trich ra 50 mau niia dé
lam phan huong hoa cho dng ba, tri cho Tran
Thugng Tt dn hué lgi ma phung ty. Ong trich
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thém 100 mau d€ lam phan dudng lao cho vg
thu la Ly Thi Nho, hé ba song thi ba huéng hué
loi, chling nao ba chét thi chia lam 2 phan, mét
phan vé Tran Thuong Tu an ma cing quay me,
con mot phan thi vé hai ngudi con dong chanh.
Con lai 300 mau Ong chia dong cho ba con, trai
gai moi dia déu cling dugc hudng 100 mau’”

TS chic ngdn lam nhu véy coi ciing chang
thiét hai hai dda con dong chanh cho lam.
Nhung doan sau ong lai biéu thém may cau
rang: Cai nha ong & d6 14p lam nha thd giao cho
Thuong Tt 6 ma phung tu. Con nhiing ruong
dat ong chia cho cac con dé, tuy moi ngudi déu
dugc cdi tén dung bo phan cua minh, nhung
ma hué 1gi phai d€ cho vg thti la Ly Thi Nho
huéng tron doi chiing nao Thi Nho chét rdi,
cac con méi duoc hudng, néu cac con dla nao
khong tuan y cha, chling cha chét r6i ma sanh
chuyén kién thua, thi phdi mang t0i bat hi€u va
bi cat phan an’”.
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Chtling t6 lam xong roi, 6ng K& hién méi
cho kéu cac con vé ky tén va moi lang tong dén
thi nhan. Ngudi con gdi, 1a Tran Thi Ngoc, doc
t6 roi co khoc 16c than phién cha chia khong
cong binh; c6 néi rang cong me cd cuc khé méi
gay dung ra su nghiép, ma bay gio anh ctia c6
hudng khong bang con dong thd. Co lai néi
me ghé ctia c6 con tré tudi, 1i giao chling nao
me ghé qua ddi roi anh em ¢6 méi dugc hudng
hué lgi, thé thi anh em c6 khong trong mong
hudéng cua cha me dugc, bdi vi cd s¢g anh em
c6 chét hét, ma ba ké mau cling chua qua doi.
Co6 lam lay xin cha giao hét ruong dat cho ba ké
mau lam chu, anh em ¢6 khong lanh 1am chi.

Lang tong ai nghe miy 161 phién 4y cling
cho 1a htiu ly, duy c6 mot minh 6ng Ké hién
ong lai cho la 16i ngd nghich, 6ng nhiéc om
som, lam gian lam hon, roi lai ray lay dén thay
Ban bién Thugng Chi, 6ng ndi rang thay bay
muu cho em khang cu véi ong.
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Thay Ban bién lay lam phién trong long,
nhung vi thay cha c6 binh, thay khong dam
cai 1é v6i cha. Thay ray ap em, roi thay gidn
1y, nén lay viét ky tén phut vao t& chuc ngon
tuong phéan cho vtia long cha. Ha Trung Hau, la
chong ctia cd Ngoc, sg mang tiéng xui vg tranh
gia tai, lai thay Thugng Chi da ky tén, nén noi
vGi Vg rang:

— Cha me la tr6i bién, minh lam con chang
nén phién trach. Cha sanh minh va nuéi minh
cho nén vai nén véc, on ay trong qud, minh
da c6 lam di€u chi ma dén boi chut dinh hay
chua? Nay cha cé binh sao minh lai lam cho
cha budn nhu vay? May cha c6 ruong dat dé lai
cho minh, minh ché nhiéu ché it, vi nhu cha
nghéo dé€ ng lai cho minh, r6i minh ndi thé
nao ntta? Toi khuyén minh diing cé trai y cha.
O doi, giau nghéo tai ong trdi, minh ham cho
nhi€éu ma néu ong tréi khong cho hudng, thi
minh cting khong gitit dugc ddu ma ham.



22§ H6 Biéu Chanh

Co Tran Thi Ngoc cam viét ky tén, ma c6
khoc va kéu me c6 nghe rat ghé gém. Tong lang
ai thay tinh canh nhu vy cting déu dong long.

TS chtc ngdn tuong phan dem dong bach
phéan cau chiing cai b viia xong, thi ong Ké
hién Toai mat.

00o0

Ong K& hién Toai kién thiic theo xua, cu
xu theo xua, tham chi cdi nha cua 6ng & 6ng
cat ki€u coi cling xua qua. Nam trugc Ong cait
cai nha ton hon mudi ngan dong bac. Hoi vo
g0, ong tinh cat ba cdn hai chai bat van, nhd ¢6
ba vg ngdn can, nodi rang cat rong minh moéng
nhu nha chg & sao cho hét, ong mdéi top bét cai
vong chung quanh, duy con dé ba can véi hai
chai.

Nén xay cao t6i moét thudc, cot go tron
ndm tay, dudi keo cham bat tién, ctia cuén gach
ban nguyét. Nha coi thi cao rdo khoan khoat,
nhung ma & trong thi rong minh mong. Phia
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tridc don ba ban tho 16t ba bo van go, gan cua
cai d€ mot bd ghé truong ky. Phia sau ciing
16t van g6, hai cai budng hai bén thi dé€ hai cai
giudng cdy vdi cai th 4o va mdt cai ta sat 16n
ché chang cé chiing don vt chi khéc.

Tt khi 6ng mat roi, Thugng Tt mac & hoc
trén trudng, ba Ké hién & ndi, phia sau, con
phia trudc ba dong ctia hoi, bdi vay van ghé bui
déng 16p lau 16p méi coi moc thich.

Hom no Thugng Tt géi tho vé ndi cho me
hay rang luc nay chang stia soan thi bang cdp
tot nghiép. Ba K& hién ndm dém tham vai cho
con thi dau, dang co ti€éng tdm mot chut, roi ba
lo vg cho con. Ba vdi va trong gan mudi ngay
r6i ba khong dugec tin tuc chi hét.

Moét budi chiéu, ba K€ hién an com roi, ba
duong nam trén vong dua ton ten ma trong tin
con, thinh linh con Mang, la dua & cua ba, no
chay vo thua cho ba hay rang ciu Tu vé. Ba lat
dat dung day budc ra ctia sau, thiét qua thay
Thuong Tt & ngdi ctia ngd duong xam xam di
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v0, sau lung lai c6 mot ngudi vac ruong di theo.
Ba cuoi ngdn ngoén ma hoi rang:

— Sao con vé con khong danh day thép cho
mad hay truéc ddng mad sai bay tré lén My don
xe [tla ma rudc?

Thuong Tu thay me da khong miing, ma
nghe me hdi ciing khong tra 161, ct lam lai di
vO nha. Ba K€ hién va di theo con va hoi niia
rang:

— Hom trudc con noéi con thi, vay ma con
thi dau hay khong, sao con khong géi tho niia
cho ma hay, d€ ma trong di qua.

Thugng Tt cung quan dap rang:
— Thi ré6t r6i, géi tho lam giong gi.

Cau va ndi va qudng cdi noén lén van, roi
chap tay sau dit di qua di lai, tiéng giay Tay
cham trén gach tau nghe 16p bop. Ba K& hién
nghe tin chang lanh 4y thi ba ngo ngén, lién
budc lai van ngoi lay trau tém dn, ma mat may
buon hiu.
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Ngudi vac cdi ruong budc rdi lum khum
dé dya cua. Thugng Td khong them ngé tdi,
dé anh no diing x6 r& mot hai lau ro6i méi nodi
rang:

— Ma cho mdt dong bac ddng tra tién xe
chat ma.

Ba K¢€ hién di mé ta lay bac ma trao cho
con. Thugng Tt cho ngudi vac ruong tién roi
nguoi ay xa ma lui ra.

Thuong Td an com rdi leo 1én vong ma
nam. Ba K& hién nam trén b van gan do, chac
1a trong tri ba lo lung 1am, nén ba gat tay qua
tran ma ngd ngon den, ba khong ndéi chuyén
chi hét. May dua & don dep xong roi, bén coi
déng ctia trudc ctia sau chdt chia dang di ngu.

Chang hiéu ba K& hién lo tinh 1am sao, ma
cach mot hoi 1au ba viing ngoéi day va noi rang:

— Thoi, néu con khong chiu hoc niia, con
muodn cudi vg, thi d€ ma kiém vo cho.
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— Ma ki€m & dau? Ng, t6i néi trudc cho ma
biét, t6i khong them thu con gai & dong da ma.
M4 phdi cudi con gai & chg, biét noéi chuyén,
thong chii nghia, t6i mdi chiu. Con gai dong
qué mua qua, ai chiu cho néi.

— Minh & dong thi cudi con gai 6 dong, ché
kiém do & chg vé roi nd biét lam giong gi.

— Ma tinh cudi vg cho t6i ding ma bat treo
cau hay la phat c6 hay sao?

— Ai ma tinh ky cuc nhu vdy. Ma déu minh
& rudng 6 vuon, minh phai ki€ém dua biét cong
viéc theo rudong vudn, didng noé coi soc viéc
nha, ché cuédi dua 6 chg, né biét danh bong stia
dang, c6 biét viéc gi dau ma coi séc. Ma nghe
néi 6ng Hoi dong Thudng & trén chg Ong Vin
con mdt dda con gai Gt ndm nay mudi tam tuoi
ma chua c6 chong. D€ ma muon thay coi tudi,
nhu t6t thi ma di coi r6i ma cdy mai noi ma
cuéi cho con.

— M4 thay con dé hay chua?
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— Ma nghe ho néi ché chua ngé thay. Ho
ndi con nho do gioi dan khéo 1éo 1am.

— Khong dugc dau ma. Con gdi vidn qué
mua kho chiu lam. T6i muon ma noéi con 6ng
Phan Huong ma cudi cho t6i. C6 4y ngd ma dé
thuong lam.

~ Ong Phén Huong nao & dau? Sao con
biét?

— Ong & trén X6m Ga, phia trong Ba Chiéu
mot chut. To6i c6 mot dda anh em ban hoc, no
& gan nha 6ng. Chua nhut toi hay vo nha no to6i
choi nén toi thay con cta 6ng Phén.

— Ong Phan d6 giau hay nghéo?

— Ma hdi chuyén do6 lam chi khong biét!
Giau lam chi, ma ngheo ro6i sao? Hoi trudc ong
lam viéc s& Truong tién. Bay gio 6ng huu tri roi
vé & Xom Ga. Toi thay 6ng & mot cai nha 14 ba
can, vach van sach sé, thay vay thi hay vay, ché
ai coi trong ti 6ng dugc ma biét 6ng giau hay

ngheo.



28 § HO Biéu Chanh

— Con la con nha giau c6, con phai lya cho
cho xting ddng ma cudi vg. Ma nghe noi o6ng
Hoéi dong Thudng giau hon minh nhiéu lam,
ma 6ng khong cd con trai, c6 hai diia con gai,
dtalén ga lay chong roi, nd vé 6 theo bén chong
nd, con dia nho, vg chong dng cung lam, tinh
ga bat ré, néu con sa vao dé con no lam.

— To6i ngheo cuc gi ma phai chui dau theo
bén vg ddng dn chuc? To6i khong them dau.

— Con diing cd no6i dai. Con giau ma dugc
vg giau 16n nita thi cang qui ché.

— Ong Hoi dong do6 ga con ma mudn bét ré,
vay chd 6ng dua stic nuodi t6i hon?

~ Sao lai khong du suc! Ong giau 16n 1dm
ma; nguoi ta néi 6ng giau bang ba minh lan.

— Toi xai 16n lam da mad a. T6i sg 6ng chiu
khong néi ché.

— Néu con xai I6n, ma sao con lai doi cudi

con 6ng Phan nao dd, 6ng nghéo roi tién bac
dau cé cho con xai.
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— Tha la cudi con 6ng phan ngheo, thi toi
xai tién cla toi, ché cudi con d6ng Hoi dong
giau, ma ong lai gianh phan nuoi ré nda, thi

Ong phai bao hét thay ché.

— Pugc ma. Md nghe ndi vg chong 6ng Hoi
dong cung con nho do6 lam, giao hét chia khoa
cho n6 cam, xuat phat trong nha moét tay no6 hét
thdy. Néu cudi ro6i ma con lam cho vg chong
ong Hoi dong thuong con, thi tién bac thiéu gi
ma con lo. Con dn & cho khoén khéo thi nguoi
ta mua rudng dat dé€ cho vg chong con diing bd
riéng niia a.

/4

— T6i c6 vg ma t6i & theo bén vg thi ma &
nha mot minh r6i ma lam sao?

- Day qua Ong Van ma xa xic gi. Con chay
qua chay lai dé ¢t, ¢ sao dau ma lo.

— Sao hoi nady ma n6i ma tinh cudi vg cho
toi ddng no coi soc viéc nha? Néu cusi ma dé
nd & bén nha no, thi cé coi séc viéc gi dugc?
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— Ndi thi phai néi nhu vay, chd viéc nha
minh can gi phdi né coi. Can cho né coi viéc
nha bén né do, thi ciing nhu né coi viéc nha
cta minh; béi vi né khong c6 anh em trai, gia
tai ctia cha rne no do tuc thi gia tai ctia né véi
ctia con.

— Téi hiéu réi. Ma mudn cuéi gia tai cta
ong Hoi dong Thudng cho toi.

— Hé con ¢6 vg giau thi ty nhién con dugc
hudéng nhd ché sao.

— Md ham giau qua!
— Giau ma khong ham, ché ham giong gi?

— C6 tién du xai choi cho suéng than thi
thoi, giau ma lam gi!

— Thi phai giau méi c6 tién du ma xai chd!

— Vay ché minh khong co tién hay sao?
Cha chét cha d€ ruéng dat cho ma hudng hué
lgi m6i nam gép mudi ldm mudi bay ngan gia
laa thiéu gi tién ma phai ham nta.



Con nha giau § 31

— Minh c6 chut dinh, néu c6 thém nta thi
cang tot chég sao con.

— C6 nhiéu r6i ma coOn mudn cé thém nia,
con nhiing ké nghéo kia ho méi lam sao?

— Ho lam sao ho lam, hoi dau ma lo cho ho.

Thugng Tt nam lang thinh mot hoi roi
méi ndi rang:

— Toi thay ho ngheo t6i thuong qud, nhu
hoc & trén truong cé thang Kha, con cta ai ¢
Go Cong khong biét, cha me né nghéo nén néd
hoc ma coi by kho khong biét chling nao. N6
ban 4o vadi quan vai ma rach roi phai vd miéng
nao miéng ndy bang ban tay. Tt ddu nam dén
bai trudng khong khi nao thay ndé cam mot
miéng banh ma an. Chua nhut cd trudng ai
cling ra di choi, né ct & luc thuc trong truéng
ma hoc, khong dam di dau hét, c6 tién dau ma
di. Hom thi r6i, né dugc dau ma nd khong vui.
Toi thay vay t6i hoi né thi n6 ndi né khong co
tién nén khong biét lam sao ma vé, con géi tho
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xin cha me thi khong biét cha me c6 ma géi lén
cho hay khong nén khong dam xin. Toi nghe
n6 than nhu vay t6i dong long, nén t6i con tam
dong bac t6i chia lam hai cho né phan nua.
N6 cam on t6i qua ma no6 lay c6 hai dong, nodi
rang bao nhiéu d6 thi du cho né vé t6i nha roi,
khong can nhiéu hon ntta. Khong biét chuing
tai cha me thang Kha nghéo, nén né méi thi
dau d6 da ma a.

Ba K& hién thé ra ma dap rang:

— Con biét thuong ngudi ta, sao con khong
bat chudc nguoi ta? Ngudi ta nghéo cuc ma
nguoi ta con hoc dugc, con con hoc ton hao
ctia cha me khong biét bao nhiéu, ma sao con
hoc khong nén?

— Tai ma a.
— Sao ma tai ma?

— Tai ma cé tién nhiéu qua, ma cho t6i hoai
nén t6i mac lo an xai, cd hoc hanh gi dugc.



Con nha giau § 33

— Théi, tu ray sap 1én ma khong cho con
dong nao nita hét, cho con tién thi con hu ché
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c6 ich gi.

Y, sao dugc! Tt hdi nao tdi bay gio toi xai
quen roi, ma khong cho niia sao dugc. Ma bay
gio cha mat roi, tién bac vé mot tay ma trudc
sau gi ma ciing phai dé cho t6i ché dé€ cho ai,
chuyén gi ma ha tién khong cho t6i xai. Ma
mua cho t6i moét céi xe hoi di choi ma, mua xe
nhdé nho, chiing vai ba ngan. C6 xe ddng toi tap
cam banh roi chiéu chiéu téi chéd ma lén My
choi ché.

— E! Mua xe c¢ lam gi na.

~ Ua, ¢6 tién thi xai cho sung suéng tim
than, chg ha tién ro6i chting chét dem theo dugc
hay sao?

— So xai hét tién roi ma cling chua chét maéi

kho chd.

— Thud nay toi tinh trong tri t6i hoai, hé
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ngay nao toi hét tién to6i chét lién, ché sdng ma
ngheéo kho thi song lam chi.

— Con khéo noéi bay! Con duing c6 se sua an
xai lam, nguai ta noi.

— Ainoi? Noi cai gi?

— Con xai phi se sua lam r6i anh Hai véi chi
Ba con no phan bi ché.

— Cua toi thi toi xai, ché toi xai ctia anh chi
hay sao ma anh chi néi?

— Cua thila ctia chung, nhd cha con thuong
me con minh, d€ cho ma an hué lgi man doi
ma nuodi con, néu minh lam qud anh chi con né
phién biét hon?

— M4 cho anh chi xai chung véi thi c6 phién
gi dugc.

— Cha cha! Ai cd stic dau ma bao cung hét
vay cho néi.
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— Tién bac cua cha lam ra, anh Hai vdi chi
Ba cling la con, thi phai cho anh chi huéng chut
dinh ché.

— Noi chu con vay sao dugc. Vay ché to di
chuc ctia cha con do, con khong thay hay sao?
Chling nao ma chét roi, ai muon lam sao thi
lam, ché ma con sdng thi ma gép hué lgi, ma

khong cho ai hét.

— Ma lam nhu vay thi anh Hai con énh lay
gi anh xai?

— N6 lam sao nd lam, ma biét dau. D€ man
tang r6i ma giao 50 mau dat huong hoa cho no.
N6 én cai d6 mdi nam cling dugc gan vai ngan
gia lua, con gi nifa.

— Con phan huong hoa cua t6i, ma giao
cho t6i khong?

— Khong dugc. Con & chung véi ma thi dé
ma gop lua dang cing qudy ong ba, giao cho
con lam gi?
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— M4 néi d€ ma cudi vo cho toi roi dé toi
theo & bén vg. Vay thi t6i céd 6 nha dau ma cung
quay ong ba?

— Hé t6i dam gid thi vg chong con vé cung.

— Thi ma phai d€ cho t6i gop lua rudng
phan huong hoa, téi cing méi dugc ché. Néu
ma khong cho t6i dén phan dé thi téi ldy giong
gi toi xai.

— Con & bén vg thi con xai tién bén vg chd.

— Coi ky lam na. Ma khong cho tdi thi toi
khong them cuéi vg dau. Ma khong thoéi phai
cudi con, 6ng Phan Huong cho tdi thi t6i méi
chiu, ché t6i khong ung con 6ng Hoi dong.

— , thoi d€ ma cuéi vo cho con rdi ma sé
cho con an phan huong hoa.

— Dugc nhu vay thi téi méi chiu.

Hai me con noi chuyén véi nhau téi khuya
r6i mdéi di ngt.
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CHUONG 2

lém me ai cing thuong con, ma ba
me nao c6 moét dia con ma thoi, thi
su thuong don tron vé dda con ay, ty nhién
cung n6 lung lam. Nhung ma cai thuong né
cd nhiéu cach: ngudi thuong con thi lo ran day
cho no biét phai quay dai khon, ddng chiing n6
16n ro6i, n6 thong thao dudng doi, né ham vui
nhon nghia, nd biét tho cha kinh me, nd biét s¢
anh thuong em.

Ngudi thuong con lai s¢ con buon long,
bdi vdy né muodn thé nao ciing lam theo thé
ndy, ddu n6 mudn lam qudy cting chang chiu la
ray. Con c6 ké thuong con lai lo lam cho cé bac
tién rudng dat ma dé€ lai cho con, dau lam nho
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nhuoc danh gia hay 1a kho khac ngudi ta cling
bit lai nham mat ma lam, mién la cho c¢ tién
dugc thi thoi, khong ké luong tam bay gio hay
qua bdo ngay sau chut nao hét.

Ba Ké hién Ly Thi Nho thiét 1a thuong con,
ma lai ba c6 mot minh Thugng Tu ma thoi,
bdi vay ba cung thdi qud. Con ctia ba thi ba
thuong ba cung, cai do6 la 1é tu nhién cta troi
dat, ma cling 1a thudng tinh cua con ngudi,
minh khong c6 chd nao ma trach ba dugc.

Tiéc vi ba thuong con ma ba khong biét
day do con. Tu khi sanh con ra ro6i thi ba cti lo
muu nay tinh ké no ding lam cho con ngay sau
6 san gia tai Il6n ma hudng, song chang hé khi
nao ba day cho né biét cach hudng gia tai mién
vién.

Minh da ngé thdy Thugng Tt thi rét roi
khong chiu hoc nita, ba K& hién chang ray con
mot tiéng nao hét, ma ba con xui con cuéi vg.
Ma cudi vg cho con chang phai ba tinh kiém
con nha hién duc cho con két doi ban ding &
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ht hi véi ba. Khong, khong phai nhu vay. Cuéi
vg cho con, ba tinh ki€m thém gia tai cho con
ntia, ddu ma con phai 16i dao phung tu 6ng
ba, ddu ma con phai bo ba & nha troi troi mot
minh, ddng chui nhii theo dn chuc cta vg, ba
cing khong né, mién 1a con dugc rudng dat
thém nhiéu thi ba vui long.

Cdch ba K¢ hién thuong con tuy khong
hiép v6i dao nghia, song trung theo cdi thuat ly
tai. Ma cach cau Thuogng Td lam con cung, tuy
chua théy 16i niém me con, song da c6 moi hai
ve tai san.

Me mdi stia soan lap gia that cho cdu thi
cau da toan tinh cdch pha tién. Chua gi ma cau
da doi sam xe hoi, cau mong hudng hué lgi
ruong huong hoa. Me thi lo thau con thi tinh
xudt, tanh y hai me con khac nhau nhu trang
khac v6i den. Nhung ma nghi cho chi ly thi
cling nén khen thg troi khéo sap ddt, co ngudi
thau thi phdi cé ngudi xuat ding dong tién van
chuyén, ché thau ma khong xuit thi tién bac
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cd ich gi, con xuat ma khong thau thi ldy gi ma
xuat?

Ma ngudi cung con v6i ngudi con cung doi
v6inhau thiétla ngd lam, an & trong nha, ngudi
nay xudéng bay ra viéc nao thi ngudi no noi trai
lién, song trai thi mdt chut ma thoi, ché chung
cudc rdi viéc nao cling xuoi thudn hét thay.

Ba Ké& hién cdy mai di ndi trudc véi vo
chong ong Hoi dong Thudng, roi dat Thugng
Tt qua coi con gai ut cua 6ng la c6 Ba Manbh.
Tuy la con nha giau, nhung ma c¢6 Ba Manh
so bé nhan sac thi kém hon nhiéu c6 gai khac.
Co to xuong l6n voc nén di khong cd dang yéu
diéu. Co6 da den tran thap, ma lai khong biét
trang diém, nén guong mat coi khong dugc
sang lang.

Thuogng T coi roi chiing 1én xe tré vé thi
cdu noi v4i me rang:

— Nha 6ng Hoi dong tot, ma con gai clia Ong
xau qud ma a. Cudi vo nhu vay coi khong dugc.
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Con nay sanh véi con ctia 6ng Phdan Huong thi
con kia mudi con nay khong cé mot.

Ba K& hién chau may dép rang:

— Con ct so sanh tdm bay hoai. Nhan sac
an dugc hay sao ma ham nhan sac. Ngudi ta
nhu vady ma ngudi ta nhiéu tién; con xai gia doi
cling khong hét, con cau cho dugc vg nhu vay,
khéo lam bo.

Thugng T thiét tinh ché c6 Ba Manh ché
khong phai lam bo, bdi vay trong may ngay
sau me hoi thi cau ci khong ung hoai. Ba Ké
hién bdo mai nhon héi do thi y 6ng Hoi dong
Thudng chiu ga, song nai xin nudi ré y nhu
161 thién ha néi bay lau nay. Ba nghe ngudi ta
chiu ga thi ba cang n6n hon nta, nén theo ép
udng con hoai. Ba dung du cach, ba vién du 1é
ma noi véi con. Ban dau ba on § khuyén do.
Thuogng Tu khong chiu. Ba phdi lam gian lam
hon. Thugng Tu cling khong chiu.
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Baham cdi gia tai cua dng Hoi dong Thudng
lung qua, ba khong thé bé ma di kiém lam sui
cho khac dugc. Ba an ngta khong yén, ba lo tinh
hoai khong biét dung chudc gi ma lam cho con
xuoi thuan. Cung thé roi ba méi néi véi con
nhu con ung chd dé dau con mudn viéc gi ba
cling cho hét thay. Thugng Tu noi:

— Nhu ma muon cho t6i ung con dé thi ma
phai mua cho t6i mdt cdi xe hoi lién bay gid di,
chuing t6i cudi vg roi ma phai cho t6i an phan
huong hoéa dang t6i xai choi, cé vay thi t6i mdéi
chiu.

Ba K& hién cudi va noéi rang:

— Me kiép né déng danh qua! Cudi vg cho
n6 ché phai cudi vg cho toi hay sao ma n6 theo
chun chun véi toi nhu vay khong biét!

— Ma ma chiu hay khong neé? Nhu khong
chiu thi thai.

— Con thay cung né roi né lam niang qua!
Thoi ma ciing chiu long con mot cai.
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— Nhu ma chiu thi sdng mai ma di Sai Gon
vGi toi dang lya mua mot cai xe hoi.

— Mua thi thing thang réi sé mua, ché mua
lam gi ma gap di vay?
— Mua dang di choi. Xua ray vé & nha buon
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qua.

Mua xe hoi phéi ton may ngan dong bac.
Ba Ké hién duc dic, nhung vi ba nghi minh
muon lam sui chd giau co, thi phai saim xe hoi
coi mdi rom ra, va lam nhu vay con minh né
mdi vui long. Béi vay ba du du vai bita roi ba di
Sai Gon v6i Thuong Tu ma mua mot cdi xe hoi
mdi, 10 ma luc, 4 cho ngoi.

Mua xe r6i, Thugng Tt 14y lam dac y, kiém
mudén mot ngudi sép-pho, roéi me con lén xe
ma veé. Ba K& hién ngoi xe hoi, ba cling vui long,
nén lac di doc dudng ba hoi con rang:

— Con doi xe hoi ma mua do, con viia long
hay chua?
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— Toi chiu lam. D€ vé nha rdi t6i biéu sép-
pho day t6i cam tay banh chay choi.

— Con thay md cung con la dudng nao.
Con mudn gi ma cling cho hét thay. Vay dé ma
di ndi vg cho con, con duing c6 chin chin ntia
da, nghe hon.

Thuong Tu cudi chum chim.

Thugng T c6 xe hoi thi mé mén véi céi
xe, s6m mai hoc cdm banh, budi chiéu chay lén
Chau Thanh choi.

Ba Ké hién thay con thuan tung roi, thi lo
cué6i vg cho con; ba cdy mai dong néi riét véi
vg chong 6ng Hoi dong Thudng, bén gai giao
diéu gi ba cling chiu hét thay, dén noi giao bat
ré ba cling chiu niia.

Cudi du 3 biia roi, vg chong Thugng T lo
don ming mén quan 4o vé & bén nha 6ng Hoi
dong Thudng, ba K€ hién biéu con dem luén
cai xe vé bén ding vg chong qua lai ma tham

cho dé.
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Lac nay Thugng T cam banh xe hoi da
gioi roi. Moi budi chiéu, hé an com rdi thi cau
biéu vg thay do dang 1én xe di choi véi cau. Khi
thi Ién My Tho, khi thi qua Tan An, ma dau di
noi nao ciing 1a di choi, ché khong cé ich chi
ma cliing khong tham ai hét.

C6 khi ba Hoi dong thdy lau qua, ba. nhac
con vé ma tham chi sui, thi Thugng Tt méi dat
vg vé nha, ma vé nha thi § mot gidy mot 1at roi
Thugng Tt ki€ém chuyén di, ch§ chang hé chiu
& cho tron ngay véi me.

C6 Ba Manh tuy kém phin nhan sic,
nhung ma phan ditic hanh c6 c6 du. C6 chong
chting mdét thang thi c6 thau ddo tam tanh cua
chong, co biét chong c6 1a moét ngudi ham du
hi, ua xai tién, doi v6i vg khong co tinh man
nong, doi véi me thi€u sét niém cung kinh. Co6
lay lam buon trong long, nhung c6 nghi phan
gai 12 bén nudc gap trong thi nhdo, gap duc thi
chiu, nén c6 danh liéu nhdam mat dua chon,
c6 khong than phién ma c6 cling khong déi y.
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Tuy vay ma c6 khong mudn chiéu theo y chong
ntia, chong & theo chong, cd & theo c6. Chong
di choi, c6 khong di theo, ma c6 ciing khong
ngan can. Co cu luc thuc xem xét viéc nha, lo
com nudc cho me cha, lo thau tién gop lua.

O khong ma di choi hoai, nhit 14 di choi
bang xe hoi, thi ty nhién hao ton lung lam.
Thugng Tt di choi, ching nhiing 1a ton dau
ton m& theo cai xe hoi ma thdi, ma di nhiéu
ngay roi lai con cép beé cap ban dat vé khach
san, rudc ra cau tau, lam chu xe hoi phai xai
theo buc sang giau, ngudi ta kéu bang “cau Tu”
phai choi cho ding dan.

Nho s6 tién cua anh chi ba con cho trong
btia hiép can va nhd c6 phu cip thém vai tram
dong bac ddng vé & bén vg, nén trong may tuan
1é dau cdu choi hoi thong tha khong can phai
ngd chling cai tui tién. Va cai tui tién cta cau
khong nang gi cho lam, ma cach an xai ctia cau
thi d8 thdo hoi hgt, bsi vay cau di choi chang
dugc bao lau thi tai tién da trong tron.
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Cau vé nha héi me xin tién thi me noéi rang:

— Con xai viéc gi méi cd mdt thang ma tiéu
hét bon nam trdm dong bac? Con & theo bén
v3, thi con xin tién bén vg ma xai, ché phai &
v6i ma hay sao ma xin tién ma.

Ba Ké hién di cudi vg cho con, bon tAm ba
mudn sang sét ctia nha sui dem vé nha ba, c6
1é nao cudi ro6i ma ba con chiu ton tién thém
nta, bdi vay Thugng Tt no6i hét 161 ma ba cling
khong cho, ba cti bi€u vé xin bén vg ma xai.

Thugng Tt thit vong, nén cung qudn noi
rang:

— M4 dé€ ctia cho ai &n ma ma khong chiu
cho t6i xai hong biét! Thoi, ma giao phan rudng
huong hda cho toi.

— Rudng d6 con muodn bung di dau thi bung
di, ma c6 can dau.

— Bung di dau! T6i mudn lay hué lgi ché
lay rugng sao dugc. Ma giao hué lgi cho tdi.
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— Lua méi trd, c6 hué 1gi dau ma giao. Dé
ra giéng gop tién roi sé giao chd.

— Bay gio khong c6 tién xai day, d€ ra giéng
sao dugc?

— Thi ma biéu con xin tién cha me vg con
ma xai. Anh chi gidu c6, tién bac thiéu gi. Con
muon xai thi hoi anh chi, ché sao lai vé rut ria
ma?

— MGi cuéi vg ma xin tién nhu vay mac ¢&
qua, ai xin cho dugc.

— Nhu con khéng dam héi anh chi thi
con hoi con Tu ma xin. N6 giii chia khoa, bac
tién trong tay n6, né muodn cho con bao nhiéu
khong dugc. Con dai qua, c¢6 vg giau ma khong
dam md& miéng hoi vg, dé chay vé xin tién nhal
Con vé hoi né di, con o bé nd, con muoén may
ngan ciing co6 ma.

Thugng Tu nghe 16i me, nén lén xe ma vé
chg Ong Vin.
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Biia &y nham ram thang 10, budi chiéu troi
trong, gio mat, lam cho ai cting hén hé trong
long. Con nit & Ong Vin tu nhau la bdy doan
ba, top thi 1én cau sat dung coi ghe, tép thi lai
san chg danh ddo 10, ngudi 16n ciing khong
& trong nha, dan 6ng thi di dao x6m ma noéi
chuyén, dan ba thi bong con ra ctia ngdi dut
com.

Thién ha vui vé nhu vay do, tham chi vg
chong 6ng Hoi dong Thudng an com chiéu rdi,
thay trdi toi cling bi€u tré & nhac ghé, dé€ ngoai
san dang ngoi choi. C6 mot minh cau Thugng
Td, khong biét vui, cdu v trong buong nam
dau dau khong muon noi chuyén véi ai hét.

Co6 Ba Manh tinh ¢ buéc vo phong, thay
chong nam tro tro thi hoi rang:

— Biia nay sao minh khong di choi, lai nam
¢ nha deé?

Thuong Tu ling thinh modt hoi roi dap
rang:
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— Hét tién roi, lam sao ma di choi cho duoc.
— Di choi ma can gi phai ¢ tién.

— Khong c6 tién lam sao d6 dau xdng cho
xe chay.

Co6 Ba Manh chum chim cu¢i. Co budc lai
clia s6 ma ngd ra vuon mot hoi, roi co6 day vo
nhin chong rit nghiém chinh ma néi rang:

— To6i khong hiéu tai sao ma minh ua di choi
qua. bi choi lam chi vay? i choi da vo ich, ma
cO 1é con bi hai ntia. Di choi ton tién ton bac
chdng noi 1am chi, toi sg bi anh em ra ren ro6i
sa mé bai bac, cdi hai mdi thiét la I6n. Tuy thay
ma khong nd noi ra, ché t6i coi y thay ma thay
minh di choi hoai thay ma khong vui chut nao
hét. Toi xin minh dlng c6 di choi niia, & nha
coi sdc gium nha cho thay ma.

Thugng T nghe vg khuyén lon thi 16m
cOm ngoi day hoi rang:
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— Ai biéu minh day khén t6i d6? Hd! Doi
da tré roi ma khong hay ntia ché! Thud nay
chong day vog, bay gio vo trd lai day chong!

— Téi ndi chuyén phai quay cho minh nghe
vay thoi ché day giong gi.

— Toi khong c6 dai hon ai dau. Minh diing
cd lam thay t6i. Thud nay t6i di choi quen rdi,
& nha lung tung t6i chiu khong noi.

— Thud nay minh chua cé vg thi di choi.
Bay gio c6 vg roi thi lo lam an, ché choi hoai
roi tién dau c6 ma choi?

— Lam an cdi gi? Minh muon t6i mang vong
hai di git v6i ho, hay la chd dua ché chudi di
ban?

— Ai ma muon ky nhy vay, ngheo kho gi
ma dén ndi phai di git di hai, hodc ban chuoi
ban dtra.

— Vay ché minh muén lam an cach nao
dau, minh néi cho t6i nghe tht coi.
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— Toi tinh ra giéng thua véi thady ma dé lai
cho minh it day ru¢ng gan nha daing minh lam.
Minh muén ban mua trau ma lam thi bé nao
man mua ciing té ra dugc ndm bay tram hodc
moét ngan gia lua. Minh lam nhu vay trong it
ndm cé von rdi minh sé€ lam 16n hon nita.

— Thoi, thoi. Toi khong chiu dau. Ai biét
lam rudng ma bay chuyén cuc khé vay na!

- O dat ndy mudn c6 tién thi phai chiu cuc.
Ché néu khong chiu cyc thi tién déu c6 ma xai.
Ma minh lam rudng thi c6 ban be, minh coi
s6c ma thdi, ché cay cay gi hay sao ma sg cuc.

— Khong c6 dugec. Toi biét gop lua, ché toi
khong biét lam rudng.

— Khoéng chiu lam rudng thi lua dau c6 ma
gop? Minh noi nghe ky qud, mudn giau ma
khong chiu lam.

— May ké nghéo thi ho phai lam cuc kho

ddng céd com ma an. Minh la con giau c¢, dai gi
ma phai di lam cho mét.
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— Néu vay, hé con nha giau thi khong nén
lam dn hay sao? Giau cho may di ntia, ma néu
khong lo 1am, cti 6 khong di choi pha tién hoai,
thi diu rudng dat co bay thang canh di nita, toi
s¢ cling phai tiéu hét.

— Minh c¢ gidi lam thi minh lam di. T6i di
choi, ché t6i khong them lam viéc gi hét.

C6 Ba Manh hét muoén néi chuyén véi
chong ntia. Co lac dau roi xoay lung mudn di
ra. Thugng Tt kéu c6 lai ma néi rang:

— Dua cho tdi it tram dong bac.
Co chung hting, diing ngd cdu ma noi rang;

— Bac dau c6 ma dua? Vay chdé bac lay véi
bac ma cho hém veé bén nay dé minh lam tiéu
hét roi hay sao?

— Hét roi.

— Cha cha! Xai giong gi ma bon ndm tram
dong bac méi hon mot thang nay da tiéu hét
lan?
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— Téi cho ho muon.
— Cho ai mugn 6 dau? Sao t6i khong hay?

— Minh khong phép tra van téi trong cudc
toi an xai. Toi khong quen thoéi bo bo, cé dong
nao cac ca cac cum bo 6ng dong ndy nhu ho
vay dugc. Doi bay dong tién dong bac dang
cho minh xai, b&i vay hé c6 tién thi xai, dai gi
ma ha lién.

— Xai thi xai, song xai phai cho ¢6 d¢ co
lugng, ché xai c6 mang né tiéu hét roi con gi
ma an?

— Chua hét dau ma lo!

— Dau bay gio chua hét, thi moét lat niia n6
cling phai hét.

— Thay k¢, chting nao né hét roi sé hay. Bay
gio con thi xai.

— Minh con thi minh xai di, sao hoi t6i nita
lam chi?
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— Ctia t6i hét roi.

— Hét thi thoi. Toéi ¢ tién bac gi ddu ma
minh biéu tdi dua cho minh?

— Minh giti chia khoa sao lai khong c6 tién?

— Bac toi giti do la bac cua thay ma, ché
phai bac cta t6i hay sao?

— Bac cua thay ma tic thi bac cia minh
ché cta ai?

— Minh noi sao vay? Bac ctia thay ma la bac
cta thay ma, ché cua toi sao dugc? Minh coi
cta thién ha la cta minh hét hay sao nén minh
noéi nhu vay?

— Minh la con trong nha; bac cua cha me la
bac ctia minh, trudc sau gi minh ciing xai, bay
gio minh ldy mé nham minh xai lai hai gi?

— Minh muén t6i dn cap bac ctia thady ma
ma dua cho minh xai phai hon? Khong dugc.
Toi khong chiu lam cdi théi d6. Thud nay toi
gill tién bac khong hé bao gio tdi ddm dong t6i
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rnot dong xu. Nhu minh muon ¢6 tién ma xai
thi minh thua v6i thay ma ma xin. Chting nao
thay ma bi€u dua thi t6i dua cho.

— Ai ma xin ky cuc vay na!

— Minh khong ddm xin thi toi lam sao dam

cho.

— Thoéi, minh xin gitim cho t6i di.

~ Y, ai dam! Xin bay gio biét ndi sao ma
Xin.

— Lam sao thi lam, khong biét. Phai cé tién
cho t6i di choi, bang khong thi t6i buon day toi
danh minh chét.

— Panh thi ddnh ché biét lam sao cho ¢co
tién.

Thuong Tu xu mat chau may ma ndi lam
bam rang:

— D06 moi, biéu dua it tram dong bac, nhiéu
l1am hay sao? Khéo lam bd choé chét.
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Co Ba Manh théy chong tré6 moi tho 16 thi
c6 chung hting; c6 ngé chong mdt cach rat kh-
inh bi, r6i c6 bé di ra ngoai. Trdi toi da lau rdi,
mat trang ram da 16 moc, vg chong 6ng Hoi
dong con ngoi trude san ma choi. C6 Ba Manh
ding dua ctia, ngd cha me réi ngé mat tring,
co lay lam budn cho me cha ma c6 cing lay
lam then véi ba Nguyét.

00o0

C6 Ba Manh Ia con gdi nha giau & thon
qué, hoi nhoé c6 di hoc tai trudng trong lang,
biét chii qudc ngli v6i bén phép toan ma thoi,
ché c6 khong c¢6 hoc Nha trang hay la Nt hoc
dudng ma biét noi ti€ng Tay, biét doi son phan,
biét di giay cao gdt, bi€t xach bop ton ten nhu
con gai khac.

Nhung ma c6 nho ¢6 cha hién dtic, lai nho
c6 me chin chan, ngudi day luén ly, ké tap nét
na nén diu cho kién thic ctia c6 khong dugc
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rong xa, chd long c6 kinh thé cha me, cach c6
giao ti€p nguodi trong xdm trong lang, cung la
cach co cu xt véi ban be t6i t&, moi moi déu

ding dan hét thay.

Trong gia dinh chang c6 mdt viéc nao ma
c6 khong dom ngo, c6 coi ndu nudng dudi nha
dudi, c6 coi quét don trén nha trén, boi vay tu
khi c6 méi 15 tudi thi cha me da giao hét viéc
trong nha cho c6 quan suit. Ngay thuong thi
c6 cam chia khoa tu ciy ta sat hét thay, dén
mua lda thi c6 coi thé ma thau laa ruong vao
kho. Bac tién bao nhiéu mot tay c6 gii gin; lua
thoc bao nhiéu cting mot tay c6 cam s, thud
nay nhiing ngudi trong lang trong tong thay
ong Hoi dong c6 con gidi gian nhu vay thi ai ai
cling cho 6ng la ngudi cé phuéec.

Clng moét ngudi do ma doi véi cha me thi
cha me c6 phudc, con doi véi chong sao chong

lai mang la moi ro.

Thué nay c6 Ba Manh chua tting nghe ai
noi véi co mot tiéng ndng né. Co c6 chong chua
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dugc miy ngay, lai c6 cling chang cé 1am viéc
chi qudy may ma chong mang 1a “d6 moi”; c6
nhd t6i hai tiéng ay thi c6 dau dén tic thi trong
long, chang khéc nao nhu chim bj tén, nhu hoa
héo nang. Su dau dén tic tai ndy cd nén to cho
cha me biét, hay la phai gidu giém dé than trém
khéc tham? To cho cha me biét thi lam budn
cho cha me, dé€ gidu giém khoc thim thi cang
nhoc cho tri minh.

Mang s6 minh phai gdp ngudi chong du hi
du thuc, pha ctia pha tién, khong biét 1€ nghi,
an ndi tho 16, thi minh cling nén cudi ma chiu,
ché§ t6 véi ai lam chi ma ciing chang nén than
phién lam chi.

C6 Ba Manh dét déen bung vao phong, c6
thay Thugng Td con nam trén giuong, c6 ben
moc tui lay hai cai gidy nim dong ma dua va
ndi rang:

— To6i cd mudi dong bac riéng cua toi day,
minh céd mudn di choi thi ldy ma di, ché to6i
khong con dau nita.
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Thugng Tt giut hai tdm gidy bac x¢é tan xé
nat ma quing dudi dét va ndi rang:

— Tao cd phdi dn may dau, nén xin nam
mudi dong bac. Diling c¢6 khinh dé tao. Mat nay
sudng lam ma, dé€ rdi coi thi biét.

Chong vut chat bi bat nhu vay ma c6 Ba
Manh khong gian, c6 cudi ngdn ngoén va ndi
ém ai rang:

— Tbi c6 bao nhiéu thi t6i dua bao nhiéu.
Toi khong c6 nhiéu nita, toi biét lam sao.

— Nin. Duing ¢6 tudng mdt ndy mé an cua
vg. Khong thém dau.

— To6i ¢6 ndi minh dn cta vg bao gié dau
ma minh gian toi.

Thuong T ngodi ddy roi mang giay valay o
quan Tay ma mdc. C6 Ba Manh thdy b6 chong
quau quo, s¢ diing d6 chang khdi bi mang niia,
nén cd quay qua bé di ra. Thugng T thay do
roi cau di xuong nha sau, quay mdy xe hoi ma
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di, khong thém trinh cho cha me vg biét ciu di
dau. Ba Hoi dong ngd theo cai xe va néi rang:

— Théng di ddu ma bita ndo n6 cting di hoai
vay khong biét.

Ong Hoi dong thd ra ma 6ng khong tra 16i.
Ong diing day b di v6 nha, ba kéu tré biéu dep
gh€ roi cling theo 6ng ma vo.

Ba budc téi ctia, ba thdy con duong ngoi
trén van ma lau nuéc mat, thi ba hoi rang:

— Thang Ba né di d4u viy con? Biia nay toi
roi tudéng no6 6 nha, té ra no6 cling di niia.

Co6 Ba Manh duong khdc tham cho than
phan, thinh linh thay cha me v6 va nghe hoi
nhu vay, co lat dat gidu buon gia vui ma dap
rang:

— Di vé€ bén nha hay la di choi khong biét
niia.
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— Con lam giéng gi ma biia nay bd con buon
dd vay? Thé khi vg chong gay 10n véi nhau day
ché gi, phai hon?

— Thua, khong.

— Vay chg sao ma thang ngoe ngoay 1én xe
ma di, con con ngoi day con khoc? Hay la con
thay né di hoai nén con budn?

Co6 Ba Manh ngoi nin khe, khong trd 16i.

Ong Hoi dong ngdi bén bd ghé gitta vin
thudc ma hut, 6ng nghe ba héi nhu vay thi 6ng
day qua ngé con ma néi rang:

— Thay nghe thang d6 cdp be cdp ban, roi
choi bay ba lam. Sao con khong khuyén dut
né? Doi nay choi riét roi hu than ché cé ich gi.

Co6 Ba Manh thiét muo6n gidu tam sy, ngat
vi c6 duong tc trong long ma me cha lai theo
buoi moc cho uat ay niia, lam cho c6 khong thé
déan dugc, nén c6 va khoc va noi rang:

— Con khuyén dut sao dugc. Con méi mé
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miéng thi mang trudc con, cd ndi phai quiy gi
dugc dau. Méi bi€u con mé ta ldy dua it tram
dong bac dang di choi, con khong nghe 16i,
gidn. Mang con r6i bo di d6. D€ con trao chia
khoa cho ma giti, ché dé€ con git cu theo biéu
mé ta dua tién hoai, con chiu khong néi.

Ong Hoi dong thd ra réi bo di ra cia ma
ding. C6 Ba Manh moc tui ldy xau chia khoa
dé trudc mat me roi 6 di vo budng. Ba Hoi
dong ngdi ngd ngon deén roi lac dau ndi rang:

— Con v phudc qua, ai c6 de dau!

Thugng Tu hét tién rdi, di choi sao dugc.
Cau cam tay banh xe chay vé My Hoi, tinh doi
tién me.

Ba Ké& hién nghe xe v6 ctia bdp ken te te,
ba tudng con dau thuia trang thanh gié mat vé
tham ba, nén ba hdi may diia ban mé& ctia dot
den ling xdng. Chling ba thay c6 mot minh
Thugng T budc vo thi ba hoi rang:

— Khong ¢6 cédn vé hay sao?
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— Khong.
— Sao khong dat né vé choi?
— Thu d6 d6 ma dat di dau kia!

— Con dling c6 danh phach, cé vg dugc
nhu vay con kéu ngudi ta thi do kia thd doé no
nia!

— No qui v&i ma, ché qui véi ail

Ba Ké hién chung hiing, trong long nghi
con véi dau gay 1on roi, song ba chua kip hoi,
thi Thuong Tt da noéi rang:

— Ma cho t6i nam tram, ma.

Ba cang chung hting hon niia. Ba hoéi rang:
— Nam tram gi?

— Ndm tram dong bac ché nam tram gi.

— Trdi 6i! Bac dau c6 ma cho di vay! Con
xin ma lam viéc gi?

— T6i c6 chuyén dung.



Con nha giau § 65
— Chuy¢n gi?

— Chuyén gi thay ké t6i, ma hoéi lam chi
hong biét.

— Tao khong co bac.

— M4 néi khong c6, thoi ma dua chia khoa
cho t6i md th coi cé hay khong.

— Chuyén gi lai phai dé cho may xét ti nia!
Vg may thiéu gi tién, tao biéu hdi néd 14y ma
xai, dai khong ddm md miéng thi thoi, ai ¢
tién dau ma xin.

— N6 noi n6 khong c6 tién.

— N6 lam nghé gi ma c¢ tién? Tién cua cha
me no dé€ trong tt, né cdm chia khoa, biéu né
lay n6 dua cho ché.

— Thu do6 ngu, n6 néi n6 khong dam lay
tién trong tu.

— N6 lam bo vay ché gi. Ta biéu o bé no
ché. N6 thuong may bay gic biéu né moéc rudt
né cling moc, chang ludn la 14y tién.
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— O bé cai gi! O bé sao dugc. Rat déi toi
mang nhiéc, t6i doi danh no kia, n6 con chua
chiu dua thay.

— Con thiét dai qua! Ai bi€u con mang
nhiéc n§? Tai con rdy n6, nén né gian no6 chang
khong dua. Con vé o bé no di.

— Thoi, khong théem. Ma cho tién toi xai he,
14y tién ctia vg ho khi dé.

— Con dai qua! Cé nhiéu ngudi I16n dai ma
ho con an chuc cua dan ba kia sao, thi con la

con nit ai khinh dé ma sg. Néu con sg ho cudi,
thoi con dling cé di choi.

— Khong di choi sao dugc.

Ba K& hién khong tra 16i niia. Thugng Tt
ngdi ngé me mot héi roi noi rang:

— Thoéi, ma cho dé ba tram ma thoi.

— Ta noi khong c6 tién! Sam xe hoi lam

ddm cudi, ton hao that kinh. Tién dau con ma
Xin nam tram ba tram.
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— Thiét ma khong chiu cho hay sao?
— Khong cho.

— Thoi, ma dé€ danh dé dang chiing ma chét
md dem theo nghe. Toi khong them xin ntia
dau.

— Troi oi! Thang Td no raa t6i chg! Con
qua roi!

Thuong Tt ngoe ngody bo leo 1én xe ma di,
khong them noi nita. Cai thai do ctia con doi
vGi me dudng ay ma ba K& hién cuoi dugc, sac
mat ba khong 10 mot chut gian nao hét.

Trong s6 bau ban cua Thugng Tu hay choi
bdi trén chg My Tho, duy c6 thay thong Hang
thi Thugng Tu ua hon hét. Thay thong Hang
tuoi da trén 30, thay c6 vg cd con, thay lich lam
dn choi, hut 4 phién cling biét, bai bac thu nao
cling biét, ma bon ban phan budn huong dia
nao thay ciing biét hét thay. Thugng Tu ua thay
la tai su thong thao cua thay do, ma nhut la
tai tdnh thay 6n hoa, trong may cudc choi, dau
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ngdi udng rugu, hay la nam nghe don, thay déu
ém 4ai nghiém trang, khong cudi 1a loi, khong
noéi tho tuc, ma lai hay chi ché khon choé dai
cho anh em, ding khoi mang tiéng qué mua va
khdi bi ngudi ltia gat.

Thuong Tt biia dd xin tién vg khong dugc,
roi xin tién me cling khong dugc nia thi ndi
gian, bdi vay dong xe tudt lén My Tho ma kiém
thay thong Hang. Cdu viia ngling, xe trudc cta,
thi thay thay thong Hang minh mac do6 lua, tay
cam ba ton, miéng ngdm xi ga, dau doi noén ni,
trong nha budc ra ma di choi. Anh em chao hoi
mtung rd, roi Thugng T moi thay thong Hang
1én xe ddng chay xudng cau tau ngdi hliing mat.

Lac ay da gan 9 gio. Trén tr6i manh trang
vdc vdc, dudi song dong nudc nao nao, trang
doi nudc 10a loa, nudc gap gié don dgn. Cai
canh gio trang trdi nudc ay, khach thanh tao ai
nham vao ciing déu hén hé trong long. Thugng
Td mac ¢ mot viéc riéng trong tri, béi vay cau
chang ké canh, ciu chiang dong tinh chut nao
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hét; xe viia dau ngay cau tau, cau lién noi véi
thay thong Hang rang:

— Toi gian vg t6i qud, nén toi xach xe toi di

day.
— Sao ma gian?

— Thay nghi dé coi, minh hét tién xai, biéu
né dua it tram dong bac, né dua 10 dong! Toi
ghét toi xé toi quang roi toi di.

— Ciu xai qud, ma ciu trach mg noi gi. Néu
cau hdi bao nhiéu mg dua du bay nhiéu, toi s¢
cta kho bac day cting khong dt ma dua cho
cau.

— Gi6ng gi ma tdi ctia Kho bac lan! Ong
gia vg toi thiu gi tién, tai no6 khinh thi toi ché.
Ma ba gia t6i cling vay nia. Toi vé t6i xin cling
khong chiu cho. T6i nhit dinh khong thém xin
ai niia, d€ tdi vay to6i xai coi ho lam sao. Thay
biét bén nay co ai cho vay hay khong? Thay biét
xin chi gitim cho t6i vay mot ngan.
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— C¢ tién xai choi, khong tién thi thoi. Vay
hoi ngudi ta lam chi cau.

~ Thay ké toi ma.

— Khong cé dugc. Thud nay choi véi anh
em, t6i khong chiu dé€ cho anh em lam nhu vay.
Co ngudi ta cho vay thiéu gi. Nhtt la cau giau
cd, bén cau cling giau, ma bén vg ciing giau,
cau lai c6 ding bo rudng dat riéng niia, bay gic
cau muon vay mot muon cling cé ngudi cho,
chdng luan la mot ngan. Song cau diing c6 lam
nhu vay. Tudng la mudn budn ban lam an thi
vay chang ndi chi ché vay dang xai choi thi bay
qua ma.

— Toi cling biét vay tién dang xai bay la mot
diéu khong tot. Nhung ma t6i nghi su xai bay
cua tdi d6 cling c6 chd hiu ich lam cha.

— Xai bay ma htiu ich ndi gi?

— Ay, d€ t6i cdt nghia cho thdy nghe. Toi
con nho tudi, ma tdi la con nha giau. Toi da c6
mot cdi gia tai roi, ma vg toi mot ngay kia noé lai
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lanh thém mot cdi gia tai bén nd con 16n hon
cla toi nlia. Ai cling thdy trong ndm mudi ndm
nia toi sé tré nén mot ngudi giau 16n. Su dé da
chac chan roi, bdi vdy cho nén tdi lo lam. Lam
mot anh chang giau phai biét khon biét dai ché
néu 16 kha thi ho 16t da con gi.

Minh cling thudng thay c6 nhiéu cau nha
giau 16 dén dau déu bi ho hiép dap lua gat. Cai
doé la tai khong chiu hoc trudc cai nghé nha
giau nén mdi bi hai. T6i muodn tranh cai hai ay,
nén tdi tinh bay gid con nho phai choi boi cho
biét dai biét khon véi ngudi ta, dang sau khoi
bi ngudi ta lta gat. Thay nghi d6 coi, bay gio
minh chiu ton m¢t d6i ngan ma mua cai khon,
r6i sau minh khoi mat ndm bay muon, khong
phai ton chut dinh bay gié do6 la hiu ich hay

sao?

— C4u nho tu6i ma tri ciu cao qua. Thiét t6i
phuc cdu ngay! Phai! Cau ndi phai lam. Nhiéu
nguoi giau cd, vi khong choi boi, khong giao
tiép khong thong thao, nén mdéi bi ho muu sy
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ma cudp hét gia tai. Cau tinh khon thiét, vay
ma mg véi bac khong hiéu, lai can trd cau cha!

— Thay la anh em, thay phai ndi cho ngay,
diing cd vi bung t6i. Toi choi xua ray dé c6 quay
cho nao hay khong?

— Theo nhu cau tinh do, thi cau choi c6 ich
ve sau chd quay cai gi.

— Vay thi thay phai kiém cho vay bac giim
cho toi.

— Vay thi cling dugc, nhung, ma t6i muon
cdu vé cat nghia lgi hai cho mg hoac bac hiéu
roi lay tién nha ma xai, tién hon la di vay cta
nguoi ta.

— To6i da nhit dinh khong thém xin tién
nha ntia. Ho coi dong bac bang cdi banh xe, hoi
lam gi?

- O day c6 ong Gido Chudt dng cho vay
16n. Cé ngudi vay dén nam bdy ngan hodc mot
muon Ong ciing cho nita, song dng hay buoc
thé bang khoan dat qua.
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— Toi c6 dat ma to6i khong c6 bang khoan
lam sao ma thé?

— Khong. Toi nghe noi 6ng hoi trude cé
lam chic ngon tuong phan réi. Cau dem bén
t¢ tuong phan cidu dua cho 6ng thi xong, cé
kho gi.

— Trdi oi t6 tuong phan ma to6i gid, toi lay
sao dugc. Néu toi hai thi bé chuyén con gi.

— Dugc, dugc. Toi tinh duge. Ciu liéu ton
it dong bac, cau lam don dem v6 Toa bé ma xin
sao luc to tuong phan. Hé c6 bon to roi cau thé
cho ai cling dugc hét thay.

— Vay thi xin sao luc tién hon. Bay gio con
sém, thoi hai anh em minh lai nha 6ng Gido
Chu¢t ma noi chuyén coi 6ng chiu cho hay
khong. Nhu 8ng chiu ma 8ng budc phai dé
bang khoan thé chun thi sing mai t6i sé lam
don t6i xin.

— Ong hut nén 8&ng thic khuya ldm. Cau
muon t&i nha ong lién bay gis cling dugc. Ne,
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ong gia d6 c6 mot diia con gai mudi tdm mudi
chin tudi coi banh lam. T6i dan trudc cau, hé
vO d6 thi dting c6 ddo nhan con 6ng nghe hon.
Néu cdu dao nhan, 6ng ghét 6ng khong cho vay
thi cdu chiu da.

— Ai ma them.
— Cau ndi chac hon? Cau ndi gidi dé cau
thay rdi coi cau c6 thém hay khong mal!

Thuong T cudi roi quay xe ma di vo nha
ong Gido Chuot.
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CHUONG 3

ng Gido Chu¢t lam thay gido hoi nao,

day trudng nao ¢ dau khong ai biét.
Cach chiing 20 ndm trudc, ngudi ta thay ong
lai héi muén mot miéng dat phia trén chg My
Tho, dua mé sdong Cau Quay, roi 6ng cat mot
cai nha la nhé ma 6.

Luc ay khong thay cd vg con chi hét, ma noéi
chuyén véi ngudi trong xém 6ng hay khoe tai
ong day boc gidi, bat ludn con nit saing da hay
1a toi da, hé giao cho 6ng day trong ba thang
thi biét doc chii quoc ngii le lang, bdi vay ngudi
ta chac 6ng lam thay day hoc, nén kéu ong la
“thay giao”.
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Nay 6ng da trén 50 tudi roi, toc bac hoa
ram, rang rung hét may cai, ma ong lai mang
binh hut, lam cho hinh dang 6ng 6m, da mdt
ong dun, coi b 6ng gia nén ngudi ta méi kéu
ong la “ong Gido”

Khi 6ng mdéi vé 6 do, thi nha ctia 6ng don
dep tam thudng, cach an & 6ng khong hoi hot
cho 1im. Ong & d6 dugc vai nam, rdi 6ng dit
mot ngudi dan ba vé & véi 6ng, ma ngudi dan
ba ay lai cé bong modt dua con gai méi sanh
chiing moét vai thang. Ngudi 16i xém ciing kho-
ng biét ngudi dan ba ay la ai, song cach it ngay
nghe ong kéu ngudi 4y bang “minh’, nghe kéu
con dy bdng “con” thi ngudi ta méi hay la vo
clia Ong.

Tl ngay co hai me con ngudi dan ba ay vé
&, thi 6ng mua sam do dat trong nha lan lan;
cach it nam oOng triét cai nha la ma cat nha ngoéi
ba cdn, nén duc, ctia cudn, vach tudng, ong &
cho t6i bay gig d6. Con dtia con géi tén 1a Hau,
dugc chin mudi tudi, thi ngudoi me chét, dé€ con
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nho lai cho 6ng nuoi.

Tu ay ong méi khéi cho vay dat ng, nha
ong khach mdi thudng téi lui, song khong thay
ong dem ngudi dan ba nao khdc vé nha ma &
niia. Dén ngay nay cd6 Hau da dugc mudi tam
tuodi roi, cd kéu ong bang “ba”, ong kéu co bang
“con’, cha con 6 v6i nhau, khong nghe 6ng tinh
ga co lay chong, ma cting khong nghe c6 phién
trach dng viéc gi hét.

Thay thong Hang dat cau Thuong Tu vo
nha ong Gido Chudt, di doc dudng thay sg 6ng
Gido Chudt da dong ctia ngu roi. Chling xe
ngling, thay dom vo nha, thiy ctia con mg, den
con sang, thay bén ndi véi cau rang:

— May qua, 6ng gia con thiic. D€ xe day, hai
anh em minh vo.

Thugng Tt duc dic, mudén dé€ cho thay
thong Hang vO mot minh. Thay thong khong
chiu, thay ép cdu phai di theo va thay htia hé vo
nha thay lanh néi gitim, cdu khdi néi tiéng chi
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hét.

Hai ngudi budc vo téi san, thay c6 Hai Hau
mdc quan luc soan trang, 4o ba ba cling bang
lya trang, duong ngoi trén mot cai ghé may
dya bui cau vang ma dn mia. Thay thong Hang
t6i lui nha nay thuong, bdi vay thay ngéd thay
c6 Hai Hau thi thiy hoi rang:

— C6 6ng Gido & nha hay khong c6 Hai?.

Co Hai Héu diing day cti dau ma chao va
dap rang:

— Thua, c6 ba t6i & trong nha.

Trang to rang, lai thém bdéng dén trong nha
doi ra ntia, bdi vay cdu Thugng Tt thay mat co
Hai Héu r6 rang, thiét 1a quoc sac thién huong,
cai tiéng “banh” ctia thay thong Hang ndi hoi
ndy doé la dung ché khong phai néi doi.

Hai anh em budc vd nha, thdy 6ng Gido

Chudt nam vich dbc trén cai giuong phia tay
trai duong lam thudc 4 phién ma hut, minh
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mdc 4o [4, con quan thi vén Ong lén trén bap vé.
Ong Gido Chudt thdy c6 khéch, 1at dat budng
Ong hut, ngéc dau day ma dom.

Thay thong Hang lién hoi rang:
— Ong manh gio6i 6ng Gido h4?

Ong Gido 16m c6m ng6i day, rat cip mit
kiéng va ng6 thay thong Hang ma néi rang:

— Ua! Thay thong! Vay ma t6i khong biét
cho!

Ong thay c6 mot thay la di theo thdy thong,
ong khong biét la ai, 6ng sg that lé nén lat dat
budc lai gia do' ldy mdt cai 4o lua tring ma
mdc, roi moi khach ngoi lang xang. Thay thong
Hang ndi rang:

~ Ong diing c6 1am chén ron? that cong.
Ong nidm xudéng dé ma hat di, d€ hai anh em
toi nhac ghé lai ngéi dya bén giuong day ndi
chuyén choi cing dugc ma.

1 noi mang 4o
2 rdn rip, 16n x6n
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Thay dé ba ton v6i nén ni trén ban, roi hai
tay xach hai cai gh€ may ma di lai ch6 6ng Gido
hut.

Ong Gido cudi va noi rang:

~ 0, muén nhu vay ciing dugc. Thoi moi
hai thay di ngay lai day ndéi chuyén choi. Xin
10i, cho t6i lam diéu thudc cho roi, kéo d€ lau
no chai.

Thay thong Hang dap rang:
— Dugc, dugc, ong cu viéc lam di ma.

Ong Gido leo lén giidng, mang cip mit
kiéng v roi nam xudng cAm cay tiém ma nhoi
tiép di€u thudc. Thay thong Hang dé hai cai ghé
dua bén giuong, thay mai cau Thugng Td ngoi
do, con thay leo 1én giudng nam ngang véi 6ng
Gido.

Ong Gido tay cAm thudc, ma miéng hoi
rang:

— Thay day mdéi ddi lai hay la & dau lai tham
thay?
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Thay thong dap rang:

— Cau Tu day la em ctia thay Ban Bién Chi
& dusi My Hoi, 6ng khong biét hay sao?

Ong Gido ngéc ddu ma dom Thugng Tu
roi ndi rang:

— Véy hay sao? Toi biét thay Ban lam, thay
ghé tham tdi hoai, con cau day thud nay toi
chua gdp lan nao, nén t6i khong biét.

— Cau lén di choi véi t6i; xe chay ngang qua
day, thay 6ng con thtic, nén t6i ra cdu ghé tham
ong choi.

— Tréng biia nay to qua.

~ Ong mudn di choi hay khong? Nhu ong
muon thi hat hét it diéu roi di choi véi hai dua
toi. Co xe hoi ctia cau Tu day.

— Toi gia ca roi, theo may ong sao kip. Hut
da roi thi lo ngu, ché choi bai giong gi.
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Ong lan diéu thudc dung r6i, 6ng gin vo
noi va moi hai thay hut. Khach cu tti hoai, 6ng
md&i ngoi vo den ma kéo.

Lac dy ¢6 mdt con nho & trong nha bung
hai tach nudc dem lai d€ truéc mdt Thugng
T, con c6 Hai Hau thi di gudc 16p cop & phia
dang kia. Thugng T4 t6i nha la, ma lai t6i ma
vay bac, bdi vay cau bg ngo, khong biét chuyén
chi ma néi, nghe c6 Hai H4u di guoc thi cau ct
day lai ma ngé hoai.

Ong Gido Chudt ndm hut, ma 6ng liéc mét
thdy Thugng Td dom con 6ng may lan, dng
nghi thay thong Hang dat cau nay téi dang coi
con 0ng, ong toan kiém chudc ma dudi di phut
cho rdi, bdi vay dng hat hét diéu thudc roéi 6ng
lién noi véi thay thong Hang ring:

— Con mot tram dong bac cta toi do thay

tinh sao thay thong? Qua ky da gan ntia thang
r0i, thay cho t6i ddng toi xai ché.
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— Thua muoén chét, lam sao ma trd dugc,
ong! Xin dng chiu phién dau ndm lanh tién viét
b roi toi sé tra, chd biét lam sao bay gio.

— Luc nay t6i tung qua. Thay phai lo cho t6i
xai chd.

~ Ong ma ting ndi gi khong biét.
— Thiét ché.

— Oi! Ong néi ai ma tin cho ndi! Ong dua
chia khoa cho t6i ma ta sat, néu khong c6 trén
muoi ngan dong bac thi chém tdi, toi cling
chiu.

— Dau ma c6. Thang nay ma tién bac dau c6
nhiéu di vay.

— Phai. Thang nay ho chua trd bac cho ong.
Ma tdi biét trong nha 6ng c6 bac nhiéu lam ma.
Nay, 6ng Gido, cau Tu day cd chuyén can dung
gip, nén cdu cady toi noi véi 6ng lam on giup
cho cdu mot ngan dong bac. Ong tinh coi c6
giup dugc hay khong?
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Ong Gido Chudt ngdi day, ré6t mot hép
nudc tra ma udng, ong li€c ngd Thugng T rdi
ndi rang:

— Théang nay tré qua, bac t6i cho ra hét roi
con dau ma giup. Sao khong hoi Xa tri’, nd co6
bac thiéu gi?

Thay thong Hang cting ngdi day dap ring:

— Hoi tha Cha khé long qua, ai ma them
hoi. Ong giup gitim cho cau Tu di ma. Bo dng
s¢ hay sao? Cau la con cua 6ng K& Hién & dudi
My Hoi. Ong Ké Hién mit réi, bay gio phan an
cua cdu t6i may tram mau dién, ché phai it hay
sao. Con bén vg cau con giau hon bén cau niia;
trdi 0i, cho vay choé nhu vay ma 6ng duc dac,
vay ché 0ng doi ai vay 6ng mdéi cho?

— Cau Tu day c6 vo roi hay sao?

— Ché sao! Cau cudi con ctua 6ng Hoi dong
& bén chg Ong Vin di hon mot thang nay, ong
khong nghe hay sao?

3 Cha Xa tri: nhitng ngusi An D¢ cho vay an 15i cit c§
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- Ong Hoi déng nao? Ong Hoi dong
Thudng phdi hon?

— Phai.

~ A, 3, hom trudc tdi c6 nghe n6i. Bt nhon
qua, vay ma toi quén chd.

Ong Gido Chudt ngé Thuigng T mot hoi
roi hoi ciu rang:

— Cau héi bac 1am chi? O nha thiéu gi tién,
cau can dung sao khong lay bac nha ma xai, lai
di vay hoi?

— Toi c6 viéc xai riéng, nén khong muon
lay bac nha.

— Cdu hoi roi c6 mg ding gidy hay khong?

— M6t minh t6i cling chac ma, cin gi phai
cd vg dung giay.

— Cau hoi bac thang hay bac nam?
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— Ong cho vay mét ngan; qua thing giéng
thang hai, hé gop lua ban roi, thi téi trd cho
ong.

— Toi cho vay thud nay thi t6i budc phai
c6 du vg chong diing gidy; ma hé vay tii mot
ngan sip lén thi phai thé chun bang khoan dat.
Néu vg khong ding gidy thi khé qua. Con to6i
nghe ndi 6ng K& hién co 14p di chuc chia rudng
dat cho cac con rdi, song trong t& 6ng lai giao
hué 1gi d€ cho ba K& hién an man ddi réi cac
con m&i dugc hudng. Néu vay thi cdu ding bo
ruong dat, ma cau co gop lua dugc dau.

— Khong. M4 t6i da giao hué 1gi phan rudng
huong hda 50 mau cho t6i r6i. Muia nay t6i gop
hué 1gi do toi xai.

— Khé qua! Téi muon c6 mg ding gidy véi
cau thi tot hon.

— Khong. Khong dugc. Nhu 6ng ngai, thi
dé toi luc to tuong phan t6i giao cho ong.
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— Cai dé6 ty nhién phai c6 méi dugc. Ma toi
con mudn cho c6 du vg chong diung gidy niia
ché.

Thay thong Hang nghe 6ng Gido cu nai vg
cta Thugng Tt ding gidy hoai, thay méi xen
vO ma can rang:

— Ong Gido né, khong phai cau Tu tinh
sang doat ctia 6ng nén cau khong chiu cho mg
diling gidy. Y vay ma dat vg theo lon thon coi ky
qua, tai vay nén cau khong chiu. Nhu 6ng ngai,
thoi dé€ t6i diing bao lanh cho, dugc hon?

— Thay an chiju vao dau ma bat thay bao
lanh?

— Phai. Toi khong an chiu vao dau. Ma nhu
ong c6 sg thi toi ky tén gitm cho cdu ddng 6ng
tin.

Ong Gido Chudt ngdi suy nghi mot héi lau
roi 6ng noéi d€ cham cham it ngay cho ong tinh
lai coi rdi 6ng sé tra 16i. Hai nguoi khéach xin
ong lam on tinh gium cho gap roi dong diing
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day cdo tii ma vé. Thugng T liéc mat kiém c6
Hai H4u, ma khong thay co, thi cau lay lam that
vong, nén lén xe ma con ngd chting vo nha.

Xe chay khdi nha, Thugng Tt méi ndi véi
thay thong Hang rang:

— Ong gia c6 con thiét ngd, ma hdi bac dng
lam khé qua, khong biét chiing ndi con dong,
ong lam kho dén buc nao nda.

Thay thong cudi ma déap rang:

— Cau coi t6i ndi ldo hay ndi thiét hu? Toi
néi c6 Hai Hau ngd lam ma. Cau mudén hon?

— Troi 6i! Héi bac con khong xong, muon
con ong sao dugc.

— Héi bac thi héi, con muon con 6ng thi
mudn, c6 hai gi ma sg.

— Muén 1am ché, ngit vi t6i ¢6 vg rdi, sg cd

dé c6 khong chiu.

— Céu @€ thung thang roi to6i sé tinh cho.
D di nady hé c6 tién thi mudn cai gi ma lai khong
dugc cau.



Con nha giau § 89

— Thay lam sao cho t6i trai gai dugc véi co
d¢ thi toi khoai lam, t6i thudng thay may tram
toi cling thudng.

— Chac hon?
— Sao lai khong chac.

— No6i choi véi cau, chd con ngudi ta la con
nha giau, lai la con gai méi 16n 1én, ai ma lam
mai cho duoc.

Thugng Tu nghe néi nhu vay, co 1€ cau that
vong nén cau khong noi niia, ci cam tay banh
xe ma chay xudéng phia nha ga xe lua. Thay
thong Hang biéu cau ngling dang vo nha hang
udng ruou choi. Trong tii cdu Td con hai dong
bac, song cau nghi hai ngudi uong hai ly rugu
khong 1€ trén s6 tién ay dugc, bdi vay cau dau
xe dua 1€ dudng roi dat thay thong vo nha hang.

Thay thong kéu boi biéu dem hai cai mac-
ten?, nudc sudi, Thuong Td no6i minh khong

4 rugu Martel, rugu manh
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biét uéng rugu nén biéu cho xi-rd’. Thay
Thong la 16n rang:

— B! C4i gi lai uéng xi-ro! Dan 6ng phai tap
udng rugu véi ngudi ta chd. Boi, cti viéc dem
mac-ten day.

Thuong Tu nghe ndi nhu vay thi khong tu
nta, phai rang ma udéng dang tap lam ngudsi
thao doi.

Thay thong Hang thay Thugng Tt udng
ma chau may thi thay cudi va ndi rang:

— Cau mdéi udng lan dau, cau chua biét
ngon. D¢ cau uong it 1an day roi cau coi, khoai
lam.

— Udng, t6i sg say roi cam banh xe vé kho-
ng dugc chd.

— A! Phai a. Chua biét u6ng thi ty nhién
phai say. Oi! Ma c6 say thi & trén nay choi roi
sang mai sé vé, hai gi.

5 sirop: nudc cot ngot, khi uéng pha thém nuéc
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— Bita nay t6i & choi khong dugec.
— Sao vay? Cau ciing huy phu® ntia hay sao?

— Khong phai huy phu. Trdi o, toi ché phai
ai hay sao. Thti vg ma t6i ké gi, thay ké noé. Tai
btia nay tdi cd viéc riéng 6 choi khong dugc.
Dé chiing t6i vay bac dugc roi thay coi toi chaoi
ma.

~ A, céi chuyén hdi bac do, cau dé tdi lo
cho. Ong Gido Chuot lam b, bit qui 6ng in
tién 16i mac, 6ng budc t6i bao lanh, ché gi. bé
sang mai toi xin sao luc t& tuong phan’ gium
cho céu roi t6i dem cho 6ng coi. Trong vai biia
cau lén day rdi toi tra 16i cho cau. Ma cau nhé
td chiic ngon tuong phan lam hoi nao hay kho-
ng? Phai biét ngay thang xin sao luc méi dugc.

— Lam hoi thang giéng, thang hai gi do, toi
khong nhé chac.

6 sg vg
7 t& chia gia tai
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- Dugc, dugc. Biét thang thi da roi. Hé t6i
chi it dong bac thi ho ki€ém nhu choi, cé kho gi.
Cau duing lo, dé do toi tinh cho.

— Thay lam on tinh gitm mau mau nghé.
- Mauma ...

Hai ngudi noi chuyén t6i dd, ké cd ba thay
di ngang, thay thay thong Hang ngdi trong nha
hang thi ghé vd ma bat tay. Thay thong Hang
tién dan cau Thugng T cho ba thiy 4y ma ndi
rang:

— Cau day la cau Tu My Hoi, em cta thay
Ban bién Chi, may thay biét hon? Thoi, ngoi
day udng rugu ndi chuyén choi.

Ba thay chao Thuong Tu roi kéo ghé ma
ngoi. Thay thong Hang kéu boi vang ran ma
biéu dem ly 14y rugu thém.

Thugng Tu trong tui c6 hai dong bac, ma
thay thay thong Hang mdi anh em ban udng
rugu lang xang, thi trong long khong an, béi
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vdy cau nha nh6m muon cdo ti ma vé. Thay
thong Hang véi ba ngudi kia noéi chuyén kho-
ng dut, da vdy ma ngudi nay tiép véi ngudi no
theo xung tung su giau c6 cta cau hoai, hoéi cau
moi nam gop lua rudng dugc bao nhiéu, mua
xe hoi may ngan dong, dung b¢ dat may tram
mau, lam cho cdu khong thé ding day dugc,
ma ngoi ¢ dé thi cau chin rudt chin gan.

Chtling b6t noéi chuyén, Thugng Tu ding
day cao tu thi thay thong Hang noéi rang:

— Cau veé thi anh em t6i cling di, ché & day
lam gi. Thoi, udng cho hét roi di.

May thay bung ly uong can réi ddi non
ding day mot lugt. Thugng Tu liéu khong da
tién ma tra tién rugu, nén cau lam lo. Thay tho-
ng Hang ngo6 chiing cau, khong thay cau moc
bép phoi, thiy ben vo tai va néi rang:

— Troi dat oi, cai bop téi mat roi! Bao hai
d@ hon! Chac la r6t dau ngoai xe.
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Thay lat dat chay ra xe ma kiém. Kiém c6
hay khong khong biét, ma thay dom so sai roi
trd vO noi rang:

— Chac la rét trén nha 6ng Gido hoi nay. Co
vai chuc dong bac, khong nhiéu nhéi gi. Thay
ke, d€ sang toi lén trén toi ki€ém. Néu rét & do
thi con do, ché khong 1€ mat. Cau Tu, cau cho
toi mugn 5 dong bac trd tién rugu roi biia nao
toi sé huon lai cho.

Thugng Tu ldy lam hdé then, bdi vay cau
ndi rang:

— Troi oi, biia nay di choi toi cling quén
dem bop phoi theo. Toi c6 2 dong ma thai, tra
sao du. Thay ndi véi chu tiém dé€ t6i viét bong®
roi mai toi lén trd dugc hon?

— Pugc ma.

Thay thong Hang kéu boi hoi bao nhiéu
tién roi biéu dem gidy muc ding cho Thuong
T viét bong. Thang bdi cung qudn song cling

8 bon: phiéu, gidy ng
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vang 16i; ma trong luc Thuong Tu ngdi viét
bong thi€u 5 ly rugu gia 4 dong bac, thi né chay
ra coi s0 xe va tén chu xe, lam cho Thuong Tu
gidn lam, song khong dam ray nd.

Viéc tinh xong ro6i, may ngudi mdéi bat tay
ti gid nhau. Thugng T 1én xe con kéu voi ma
ndi véi thay thong Hang rang:

— Chuyén d6 thay rang giap gitm mau mau
nghe thdy thong. Toi trong lam da.

Thay thong Hang gic dau; xe rat chay lén
cau quay.
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CHUONG 4

huong Tt chay trd vé nha me ma ngu.

May dua 6 mé clia gidng mung 10p
cop lam cho ba Ké Hién giut minh thic day. Ba
thay con stia soan ngu thi ba hoi rang:

— Sao btia nay khong vé bén, ma lai vé day?

Thugng Tu khong tra 16, ¢t cbi 4o coi giay
ma di ngu.

Thugng Tt ndm lim dim, nhé c6 Hai Hau
mat sang r&, ma miéng bau, mat lao lién, toc
lang muét, tuéng di yéu diéu, miéng ndi nhu
cudi, go ma trang do tg hoa sen, nudc da min
ma coi mat rugi, thi trong long cdu khoan
khodi, udc tham ché chi c6 ngusi d6 nam mot
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bén minh, chic 13 minh vui vé chang cé chi

bang.

Céau nhé c¢6 Hai Hau roi cdu nhé téi vo
nha; cdu so sanh hai nguoi, thi cau ché vg nha
dua thd, ché nudc da khong trang, ché cap mat
khong lanh, ché giong no6i khong c6 duyén, ché
tanh y hay ha tién. Cau nhé chuyén gay go véi
vg hoi chiéu, nhé chuyén khong tién ma tra nha
hang hoéi nay thi cau lay lam tiic gian, quyét thé
nao cling phai vay cho dugc mot ngan dong
bac ddng choi bdi véi anh em; ma xai hét s6 do
roi khong biét chiing kiém thém niia.

Minh tiéng con ré nha giau, ngudi ta kéu
minh 1a “Cau Tu My Ho6i”, minh 1a ngudi c6
hoc thtc, minh choi véi thay ky thay thong,
ma trong bop phoi khong cé nam ba tam giay
xan’, thi con gi la danh gid. Phai c6 tién, lam
sao cling phai c6 tién mdi duge. Con co6 vg thi
thay ké vo, lam sao cling phai trai gai véi co
Hai Hau, nhu c6 nai phai cuédi thi minh cudi,
lam hon tha buc nhi, vo néi sao dugec ma sg,

9 cent: gidy bac mot tram dong
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ma nhu v¢ mudn sanh diéu thi minh dap dit,
khong tiéc gi. Cau suy nghi ri€t mét tri nén mo
mang roi ngu quén.

Sang bia sau, Thugng Tu thtic day di ra
di vo, vi cau c6 viéc lo tinh riéng trong tri, nén
cau khong muon ndi chuyén véi me, ma ciing
khong tinh tré vé bén vg. Chiing dn com roi,
ba K& hién méi ndi véi con rang:

— Com nudc roi, thoi con stia soan di vé
bén di. Con di tt hoi hom cho dén bay gio, anh
chi khong biét con di dau, chac la anh chi trong
lam.

— Trong thi trong, c6 hai gi ma lo.

— Vay ché hoi hom con di, con ¢ noi con
vé bén nay hay khong?

— Khong.

— Con khong noéi cho ngudi ta hay, con di
biét nhu vay, ngudi ta lo ché.

— Ho lo giii tién, ché co biét lo gidong gi.
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— Con noi sao vay! Dau ma ho co lo giti tién
di niia, ay la cai phudc ctia con, ché sao con lai
trach ngudi ta. Cau cho ho giti ding ngay sau
c6 ma dé lai cho vg chong con ché.

— M4 ct ham tién hoai! Tai ma ham tién,
nén t6i méi mac mot con vg nhu vay do!

— Vo sao? Cha cha! Vg nhu vay, con con
ché ndi gi! Phai, n6 den dua thiét, nhung ma
coi mdn moi, ché khong phai xau xa gi do!

— Tot v6i ma ché tot véi ai. Di ra thdy nguoi
r6i dom lai né ma mac ca.

— Sao ma mac c¢6? Tuy n6 khong cé béng
sac, song no6 hién duc, nd giodi viéc nha, no6 co
tién nhiéu, nd c6 chod gi ma ché dugc dau. Con
diing c6 ndi bay. J d6i vo xdu méi chic 1a vo
cta minh da con, ché d6 bong lang cé ra gi
dau.

Thugng Tt nghe me khuyén lon da khong
cam on, ma lai run vai r6i bo di ra phia trudc,
coi bd vo 1€ hét stic. Ba K& Hién vi thuong con
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nén khong thay cdi quiy ctia con, con ngd
nghich ma ba khong gian, lai ct theo khuyén
dod biéu con vé hoai. Thugng Tt thay vay ben
lam nung, xin ba phai cho ndm tram cau mdi
chiu v€. Ba nghe ndi tién thi ba la ¢; cau lam
gian, cau thé khong them vé€ vg niia. Ba cuing
thé, tuy ba ray om som, song rdt cudc roi ba
cling phai 10i cho cau hét mot tram dong bac.

Thuong Tt lay tdm gidy xan bd vao bdp
phoi roi cdu mdéi thay 4o mang giay 1én xe ma
di. Ba tudng con biét nghe 16i nén thay con di
trong bung muing thim, chang dé ra khoi ctia
ngd rdi, cau khong chay vé chg Ong Vin, ma
cau lai queo 1én My Tho.

Luc 4y da ba gid chiéu, Thugng Tt biét thay
thong Hang mac lam viéc, nén cdu khong
ghé nha ma kiém. Cau ngting xe d6 dau xang
day thung ma doéi tam gidy bac, roi chay theo
dudong mé song cau quay. Chay ngang nha
ong Gido Chudt, cau cho xe chay cham cham
ddng c6 liéc mat ng6é vo nha ma kiém c6 Hai
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HA4u. Ban chay qua thi khong thiy tdm dang,
ma chiing trd lai thi cau thay c6 no ding trudéc
ctia. Cau d& non chao cd; co cling cui dau dap
1é, ma o lai chum chim cudi, lam cho cau hian
hoan, quén bdp keén, gdn can con xdm ganh
nudc. Cau xuong nha hang tra tién rugu hoi
hom, r6i ngdi do udng stia da ma dgi 5 gio sé
di don thay thong Hang.

Thay thong Hang choi véi anh em, hé thay
htia gitim gitp viéc gi, thi thay hét long lo lang.
Ho6i hom thay htia véi cdu Thugng T may diéu,
thi sang ra thay lo lam lién, ché khong dam dé
tré. Bu6i sém moi thay 1én sé bang khoan ma
xin sao luc t6 chic ngon tuong phan cua ong
K¢ hién Toai. Trua v€ an com rdi thay khong
théem nghi, thay kéu xé kéo tuot 1én nha ong
Gido chudt ma dua to tuong phéan cho dng coi.

Ong Gido chudt da mudi mdy nim chuyén
nghé cho vay dat ng, ong lanh nghé cua 6ng
lam; 6ng cam t¢ chic ngdn tuong phan coi tu
dau chi cudi r6i ndi rang:
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— Cau Thugng T bay gio diing bo 100 mau
rudng thuc, 50 mau huong hda, roi ngay sau
cau dugc 50 mau trong phan dudng lao nia.
Céu c6 200 mau dién ma cdu vay c6 mot ngan,
thi cho vay khong phai sg gi. Ngat vi, theo 16i
chuc ngodn, chiing nao ba Ly Thi Nho qua doi
r6i thi cdu méi dugc huong hué lgi. Cau co
ruong ma khong c6 hué lgi, cho cau vay roi cau
lay gi cdu tra?

Nam ngoai toi thay thay Ban bién Chi la
con nha giau, toi lam budng cho thay vay ndm
ngan. Hom thang giéng thay tra tién 161, con
von thdy tra khong ndi. K€ t6i nghe ong gia
thdy chuc ngon chia ruéng dat ma khong cho
an hué lgi, toi chét diéng xua ray, khong biét
lam sao ma doi von lai. Toi bi ngudi anh ma
mac ket hét nim ngan dong bac, tbi rau qua,
gitup cho nguoi em niia sao dugc.

Thay thong Hang cudi ma dép rang:

— Toi nghe noi 6ng thao nghé cho vay lam,
ma sao ong lai sg nhu vay. Ong cdu ma cho
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anh em thay Ban bién Chi vay ché. Pham cho
vay thi c6t 14y tién 16i. Cho may cht chac chan
minh cau ho dling tra von, dé cho minh lay
tién nhiéu nam. Vi nhu 6ng cho mét ngan, 6ng
lay tién 16i trong 3 ndm thi da s6 von roi, ma
s6 modt ngan cling con do, coi khong phai la
lgi nhiéu hay sao. Da biét thay Ban bién Chi
v6i cau Thuong Tu tuy ding bo lam cht ruong
dat, song chua an hué lgi. Ruong dat nhu vay
mdi chac chd, bdi vi cd dem ban cho ai dugec,
ma minh s¢g mat ng.

Con nhu 6ng c¢6 mudn cho chiac nta thi
ong cho vay nhiéu nhiéu roi 6ng budc phai
lam to treo cho 6ng. Ong véi t6i 1a anh em
quen biét nhau lau roi, t6i té thiét v4i dng: cau
Thuong Td con nho ma tdi coi cau ham pha
nha qud. Ong tht nht ma dua cho ciu chiing
muoi ngan dong bac thi 6ng lay ruong dat ctia
cau hét. Toi hda toi sé lam mdi gium cho 6ng.
Ciu tin cay toi lam, t6i noi gidng gi cau cling
nghe hét thay. Ong cho 1in mot ngan ma nhu
ciu di. Ong cti tinh tién 16i theo bac mudi bén.
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Néu ra giéng cau khong tra, thi 6ng bat chong
v6n 16i ma thay gidy. Ong chéng nhu vay trong
ndm ba nam va néu cdu hoi thém thi 6ng dua
thém niia, thi 0ng s€ 1y rudng cua cau.

Ong Gido Chudt nam xudng lam thuéc ma
hut it diéu; 6ng suy hai tinh 1gi da can rdi, song
ong con 1am bo duc dic ma noi rang:

— Cau Thugng Tu con con nit, tdi khong né
toan muu ké ma giut su nghiép cua cau. Tha la
cdu vay cua ai cau vay, ché thiét trong bung toi
khong muoén giap cho cau dong nao hét. Minh
16n, cau nhd, minh dinh dap véi cau sg e minh
phai mang tiéng ché. Ngat vi cdu la anh em cua
thay, thay noi giup gium ma t6i khong chiu, thi
that thé dién thay chiang?

— Thoi di bac. Bac diing cé danh dao.

— Khong phai danh dao. Thiét tinh nhu vay
ché.

— Thoi, chiéu nay nhu cau qua, thi t6i dat
cau lén lam gidy lay bac da.
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— Ciing dugc. Ma thay phai noi trudc véi
cdu, tién 161 tinh bac 14 da, nghe hon. Chiu
nhu vay t6i mdi cho.

— Chiu ma. Ong ct doi 15i theo bac 14 di.
DE t6i ndi vo cho. Né, ma 6ng phai noi téi diing
bdo lanh ntia, nghé.

— Bao lanh lam chi?

— Ay! Ong cti nai bdo lanh ding cho cau
tin, rdi sau lam cong chuyén mdi dugc ché.
Ong hiéu hon?

— Hiéu, t6i hiéu rai.
— Ong trd to tuong phan lai cho toi, ding

chting cau qua tdi trao cho cdu roi t6i dat 1én
day. Thoi, dé toi vé cho 6ng nghi.

Thay thong Hang x€p t6 tuong phan ma bo
vao tdi roi lay nén doéi 1én dau. Luc thay nam
tay ong Gido ma tu gia, thi thay viia nheo mat
viia cudi ma ndi rang:

~ Ong diing c6 doi mot tram dong bac clia
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toi ntia. Néu 6ng biét xti phai, thi toi sé lam cho
ong c6 1gi ndm bay ngan cho 6ng coi.

Ong Gido Chuét gic ddu ma dép ring;
— Biét, biét, toi biét xt phai ma.

Toi nghiép cho “cau Tu My Hoi”, nguoi ta
sap dat nhu vay ma ciu khong dé, cau ngdi nha
hang udng stia, khi sac hian hoan, khi thi nhé
guong mdt cia cd Hai H4u tron tria banh bao,
khi thi ngé chliing dong hé dang di don thay
thong Hang ma héi tham chuyén vay bac.

bong ho g6 5 gis. Thugng Tu 1én xe ma
di. Xe chay vtia khoi nha ga xe ltia thi gap thay
thong Hang & trén dudng hang gdo duong lon
ton di xudng. Thugng TU ngling xe, anh em
mung rJ, rdi ri nhau chay mot vong choi.

Thay thong Hang via budc 1én xe thi
Thugng Tu ndi rang:

— Toi khoai qua, thay. Toéi méi gdp mdt co
Hai hoi nay.
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— C06 Hai nao?
— C6 Hai Hau.
-0, 6. O d4u ma cau gap?

— Toi chay ngang nha. Co dung trudc ctia
cd chao t6i, ma co lai cudi ntia ché, khoai qua!

— Cau nay da tinh thiét ma! Cau dam qua!

— T6i chay ngoailg, c6 dong t6i ai ma khong
dam.

— Ong Gido khé lam, noi cho cau biét.

— Con 0ng kho thi t6i méi lo, ché 6ng khé
hay 1a dé, nham ciing khong hai gi.

— Céu muon vay bac ctia 6ng, ma ciu lam
16n xdn day 6ng ghét, 6ng khong giap bac cho
cau chd.

— A! Thay xin sao luc gitim t& d6 r6i chua?

— Ro1, ndi budi s6m moi. Ma rdi cling kho-
ng ich gi, béi vi hoi trua toi gap ong Gido, toi
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dua cho 8ng coi thit. Ong coi réi 8ng néi rudng
cau lam cht ma cau khong dugc an hué lgi;
cau 14y bac réi cau ldy gi ma tra. Ong gia thiét
la khé chiu. Téi ndn ni tron mot budi trua. Toi
ndi riét rdi 6ng mudn xiéu long, song 6ng doi
tién 16i téi muoi bon mudi lam. Gat gém qua!

— Mudi bén mudi lam 1a sao?

— Nghia la cau vay mot ngan, ra ngoai ngay
cdu phai trd von 16i mot ngan tu hodc mdt ngan
ruoi.

— Troi oi! An 16i gi ma nhiéu qua vay?

— Thi ho cho vay ho an 16i nhu vay ché sao.
Nhon nghia lam thi it ntia cling la bon tram
dong bac 16i. Vi luc ndy mudn roi, khong ai con
bac ma cho, nén 6ng méi lam ngit.

— Nan ni v6i 6ng an chiing bon tram dong
bac 161 dugc hon? Bay gio thang mudi roi, tu
day cho t6i thang giéng thang hai, c6 ba bon
thang ma gi.
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— P& t6i ndi lai véi 6ng coi. Ong con bude
toi phai bao lanh niia da cau.

— Khong hai gi, thay lam on bao lanh gitim
cho toi.

— Toi vé6i cau khong ngai gi. Lanh thi lanh
chéd sao. Khong 1€ cau bo ng cho t6i tra.

— Pau c6 nhu vay. Chuing nao lam gidy 1ay
bac dugc?

— D€ minh an com roi dat 1én nha 6ng noi
lai coi. Nhu 6ng chiu thi lam gidy 14y bac lién.

— Chac 6ng chiu ma. Ong la cha vg t6i, 6ng
muon an 16i bao nhiéu dng an, t6i khong can.

Thay thong Hang nghe ndi nhu vay thi thay
cudi, Thugng Tu tudng thay cudi vé may 16i
noéi choi cia minh ¢6 duyén, ché nao deé thay
cudila cudi miéng moi thay tha ra ma ca da tap
nuot.

Hai nguoi chay xe choi it vong roi ghé lai
nha hang an com. Thugng Tt biia nay c6 san
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gan mot tram dong bac trong tui, da méi thay
mat c6 Hai Hau, ma lai chac sé c6 thém moét
ngan ntia, bdi vay cau han hoan, ndi noi cudsi
cudi khong ngé6t. Thay thong Hang ciing vui vé
viéc cua thay, nén cling ndi cling cudi, ma thay
chang noi viéc chi khac hon la viéc 6ng Gido
Chuot cho vay, thdy chang cudi viéc chi hon la
cudi cau Tu mé Hai Hau.

An com xong rdi, thdy thong Hang mdi
kéu boi biéu dem cdi bong thiéu tién rugu hoi
hém dédng thay trd luén thé. Cau Tu ndi cau
da tra tién rugu rodi, ma cau lai gianh cau trd
tién com, cau khong cho thay thong hao ton
v6i cau. Thay thong lam gian lam hon, ngoe
ngody bd di trudc ra xe ma ngoi, chiing cau Tu
ra theo thay méi néi rang:

— Moba gian toa qud, mdéa muon khong
them dat toa 1én 6ng Gido, dé€ toa nhé c6 Hai
dém nay toa khoc cho biét chiing ...

Ciu Tu cudi ma dap rang:
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— Toi nghiép t6i ma, thay thong. Thay muon
toi chét hay sao? Néu dém nay ma t6i khong
ngd thdy mat cd Hai dugc, chac la toi phai ty
van qua.

Thay thong cuoi ngit roi biéu chay xe vo
nha thay ma lay t& sao luc tuong phéan dang c6
1én 6ng Gido cho sém.

Chang hiéu c¢6 Hai Hiu c6 biét trudc biia
nay sé€ c6 khach t&i nha hay khong, ma gan do
den co g& dau béi lang nhuot, cd doi phan mat
trang do, c6 mdc 4o mau tring ga, cd ban quan
lya trang bong huong, c6 di dép quai nhung
den, sac c6 da dep ma c6 con t6 diém thém
ntia, nén bgm hdao sic ai thiy cling phai mé
man.

Khi thay thong Hang véi cau Thugng T
budc vo nha, c6 Hai Hau mac & dudi nha sau.
Ong Gido tiép khach mai ng6i, roi kéu dda &
ma biéu dem nudc uéng. Vi 6ng phan cii, ban
dém thudng tdm gid 6ng méi hut, bdi vay bén
cdi giuong chua thay néi dén. Ong ngoi tai bo
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gh€ gitia ma noi chuyén véi khach. Con nho 6
bung nudc tra viia dé€ trén ghé, thi c6 Hai Hau
& trong ctia budng budc ra, c6 cii dau chao hai
nguoi khach roi co voi tay d€ mot gdi thudc véi
cai hop quet trén dia, dua hai tach nuéc do.

Thugng Tu phan thi khép vé huong troi
sac nudc, phan thi s¢g 6ng Gido thau dao bung
ctia minh, bdi vay cdu ngoi tran tran, cau kho-
ng dam ngd mdt c6 Hai Hau khi c6 d€ géi thuoc
trén dia, ciu liéc thay ban tay ctia c6 trang non,
ngon tay nhd xiu, phao tay ting hong, thi cau
héi hop trong nguc, 10n xon trong tri, néu ai
cac ¢& hoi do hoi cau tai sao ma vay, thi chac
cau ciing khong biét sao ma néi dugec.

Co Hai Héu lai ghé xit du ma nam, va noi
chuyén nho nhé v6i con &. Cai ghé xit du &
nham phia sau lung cau Thugng T, cdu kho-
ng dam day dau lai ma ngd co, cdu lay lam tic
vi sy vO y cua cdu, ché chi hoi méi vo cau ngodi
phia bén kia thi bay gic liéc ngéd dé biét chiing

nao. Cdu mac tiéc vé su dd, nén ciu quén tudng
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chuyén vay bac. May nho cé thay thong Hang
lanh lgi, thay khéi ddu ma néi v6i 6ng Gido
giim cho cau.

Ban dau 6ng Gido lam khd, khong chiu cho,
ong ndi rang 6ng co6 coi t& chic ngdn tuong
phan ro6i, rudng dit 1on xon lam, lam cha ma
khong dn hué 1gi, vay bac rdi lay gi ma tra, néu
ong kién ong ldy rudng, ong ciing khong cho
mudén dugc. Thay thong theo nan ni trét nta
gio dong ho, 6ng mdi chiu cho, song 6ng budc
noéi thang giéng phai trd von tra 16i, tién 16i tinh
bon tram, ma phai cé thay thong dingbao lanh
mdi dugc. Thugng Tt nghe ndi 6ng doi tién 15i
theo bac muoi lam, té ra bay gio 6ng tinh theo
bac mudi bon, thi cau mung nén cau chiu lién.

Ong Gi4o biéu lam gidy phai bién noéi vay
mot ngan bon tram dong, giao qua thang giéng
An Nam nam sau thi trd, néu t6i ky ma khong
tra du so, thi chu ng kién doi s6 ay va doi tién
16i theo phép ké tu ngay lam gidy. Lai cling
phai khai trong gidy rang nguoi vay co giao cho
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chtt ng mot bon sao luc chic ngdn tuong phan
cam lam bang, néu chua tra da s6 ng ma lén
ban rugng dat cho ngudi khac thi cht ng dugc
phép kién dén toa Hinh ma budc tdi sang doat.

Thuong Tu quyét lay cho dugc mdt ngan
dong bac, nén bugc thé nao cdu cling chiu hét.
Ong Gi4o bén kéu con 14y gidy muc réi 6ng xin
16i v6i khach dang 6ng nam hat it diéu.

Ong Gido qua bén giidng néi dén nim
chinh chong. Thay thong ngdi viét cdi ndo giay
ng. Cau Thuong Tu & khong, cau dung day
lam bd coi thay Thong viét, ma ky thiét cau
qua ding phia bén nay ddng li€c ng6 c6 Hai
H4u choi. C6 Hai H4u nam trén ghé xich du,
cO tu nhién, khong ai ngai chi hét, cau ngé co
thi ngo, co ct lac lac céi ghé, hoac noéi cudi vai
con nhé & nhu thudng.

Thay thong lam nao t6 xong r6i méi dem
dua cho 6ng Gido coi. Ong bit bé thém bt mot
hai cau cho ranh, rdi 6ng dua cho Thugng Tu
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chép lai va ky tén. Thay thong cling dung bao
lanh mot bén do, thay va ky va no6i'® rang:

— Tl nho téi bay gid t6i mdéi lanh ng lan
ndy la lan tht nhdt. Vg t6i nd hay day chac né
can nhan di lam. Co ¢6 gap & nha tdi, co dling
c6 hoc di hoc lai, nghe hon ¢6 Hai.

Co Hai Hau cudi va dap rang:

— B4m thay, thay lam on cho anh em, em
tudng dau c6 thong cd hay, cd cling vui long,
ché sao ma thay lo. Tuy vay ma thay dén trudc,
thi em dau dam hoc.

Thugng Tu nghe tiéng néi mém mong,
khon ngoan, trong ngén, lanh 16t, thi cdu ngan
ngo trong long, nén cau dung ngd c6 ma miéng
chiim chim cudi. Ong Gido doc céi gidy r6i ong
di mé th sat ldy mot ngan dong bac ma trao
cho Thuong Th.

10 viia ky viia néi
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Thay thong Hang biét y Thugng Tt muo6n
cha 1ét & ma ng6 c6 Hai Hiu choi, nén thay
leo 1én giuong nam dgi 6ng Gido lam thudc
cho thay hut vai di€u r6i méi chiu tu gia ma di.
Thugng Tt ra vé, cau chao c6 Hai Hau ma ciu
cudi dua tinh. Co cling dap 1é va cling cuoi,
song khong hiéu c6 cé rd thau y td clia cau
Thuong Tu hay khong.

Thuogng Tu lén xe ma di, cd tram tr6 cd Hai
H4u hoai, uéc mong lam sao phai né6i chuyén
dugc v6i c6 moét lan mdéi phi da. Thay thong
Hang khuyén cdu cham chdm r6i thay sé liéu
gitm. Thay ép cau & choi mdt dém, roi thay
bay ddt mudén mot cdi phong, kéu hai co ca nhi,
don mém 4 phién, mua rugu sim banh sap dit
dt cac cugc vui cho Thugng Tu. Cau Thugng
T vui thi vui, ma mot 1at cAu nhac c6 Hai mot
lan, dudng nhu céi hinh ctia c6 da cham vao tri
cu roi, chang c6 gidy phat nao ma ciu quén
dugc.
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Choi dén sang bét roi, Thugng Tt méi cho
tién sap ca nhi, tra tién phong, tién rugu va tu
gia thay thong Hang ma vé.



Con nha giau § 119

CHUONG 5

Dém ram, cau Thugng Tt leo lén xe
ma di, thiét cau gian vg canh hong,
song gian la gian vg khong mé tu dua bac cho
cau xai, ché cau khong c6 trach vg vé chuyén
gi khac ntia. Cau tinh vé€ nha xin tién me, roi
trd qua thi nhuc vg choi, nao deé xin tién ba Ké
hién khong cho, cau that vong, cau phién luon
me, nén mdi tinh di vay bac ma xai cho me va
cho vg biét chiing.

Khi téi nha 6ng Gido Chudt, thi tam sy cua
cau chi c6 bao nhiéu dé ma thoi; troi khién cau
lai gdp c6 Hai Hau, ma gdp roi cdu lai phat ai
tinh trong long, lam cho cau ngd ngin ngan
ngo, roi cau so sanh cd no véi vg nha; hoi toi
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cau mdi hon vg ma thoi, ma t6i khuya cai hon
ay n6 sau thém roi hoa thanh cai ghét.

Co6 dugc mot ngan dong bac trong bdp
phoi r6i, cu chua tinh d€ dung ma xai cach
nao, cau quyét tré vé nha quang trén mat vg
ma nhuc no6 choi da, béi vay tu gia thay tho-
ng Hang tai khdch san r6i thi cau 1én xe chay
thing qua chg Ong Vin, di ngang My Hoi cau
khong them ghé nha.

Budi sém méi, cd6 Ba Manh tay bung quau'!
laa ra ding gitia san ma rai cho bay ga an. Ga
trong, ga mai, ga me, ga con déu chay vu lai ma
bao chung quanh c0, ga c6 viia lugm lua viia ve
dap mai, ga me vua lo dn vlia tuc tuc kéu con.
May con chim dong doc & trén cay cling dap
xudng rdi chen 1on v4i ga ma dn laa, vi moi bita
dugc an nhu vay da quen roi, nén c6 Ba Manh
ding dd, ma ga véi chim khong sg chut nao
hét.

11 thung nhd, quau gao: thung nhé dung gao, quau may:
thung dung dung cu may vé
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Co 1€ c6 Ba Manh ciing vui ma dai cai tiéc
sém moi 4y, nén c6 dung vai lua cho ga chim
dn ma miéng c6 chum chim cudi. Thinh linh ¢6
nghe tiéng xe hoi chay 6 6 phia ngoai 19, chac
la c6 da co6 y trong xe chong vé, nén cd ngling
tay, khong vai lta ntta, mat lai day ra ngoai ctia
ma ngd chiing. Cach chang bao l4u, thiét qua
xe clia chong queo voO clia ngd roi chay thing
vO nha xe. C6 Ba Manh lat dat vai cho mau hét
quau laa ddng c6 vo nha.

Cau Thugng T cat xe r6i, cau di xan x6m
vO cla, cdu thdy vg dung dé ma cau khong
thém ngdé. Co6 Ba Manh khong hon veé sy lat
1éo 4y, ma co lai ngé chong ma cudi, roi trat
hét qudu lua trén lung may con ga ding gan va
xay lung di vO ctia nha sau. C6 moéc céi quau
trén vach, c6 ddn may dda & stia soan nhum
Itia ndu com, c6 biéu got trai bau ma nau canh,
hai trdi du dt ma lam goi, r6i co thing thing
budc lén nha trén. Co thay cha me duong ngodi
udng nudc tra, khong noéi chuyén chi hét, ma
cling khong cé chong c6 & do, thi co di tudt vo
buodng.
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Thuogng Tu da thay do6 mat rdi, cau duong
nam ngta trén giuong. C6 Ba Manh vtia ngo
thay chong thi c6 hoi rang:

— H6m nay minh vé bén nha hay la di dau?

— T6i mudn di dau to6i di, minh khong dugc
phép tra hoi.

— T6i hoi coi ¢6 phai minh vé bén nha tham
mad hay khong, ché téi tra lam chi.

Thuong Td muodn gay, ma bi vg noéi xudi
qua, cau khong cd c6 gay dugc, boi vay cau
nin thinh ma mat coi quau lam. C6 Ba Manh
mudn da 1a cho chong hét gian, nén c6 cudi va
héi rang:

— Chéc btta h6m minh biéu t6i dua bac, toi
khong dua, minh gidn nén minh di d6 ché gi,
phai hon?

Thugng Tt viung ngdi day ma noéi rang:

— Con nhac t6i chuyén dé nta a! Toi noi
cho ma biét, dung cé tudng t6i mat, nén bon
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tién ctia vo ma dn. Cai giau ctia minh doé toi
xai mot vai bita 1a hét, khong giau bao nhiéu
dau, dling c6 lam phach. Mudn xin tién ddng
dé thém vo6 ta hon? Nhu mudn t6i cho.

Cau va ndi va mé bop phoi lay xap gidy xdn
liéng trén giudng nghe mot cai xach.

Co6 Ba bi chong nhiéc ma c6 cling cudi va
dap rang:

— Toi c6 khoe v6i minh t6i giau hoi nao
dau ma minh mang tdi ... Minh cé tién nhiéu
thi minh xai, minh cho t6i 1am chi. Thud nay
toi co biét xai viéc gi dau.

Thugng Tt trgn mat nat rang:

— Nin. Tu mat thay phat ghét.

C6 Ba manh nghe t6i may 161 d6, c6 méi hét
cudi nifa dugc, c6 diing ngdé ngay mdt chong,
roi c6 budc ra ngoai.

Ba Hoi dong thdy con thi ba hoi rang:
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— Thiang Ba n6 vé nay gid, sao nd di dau
mat vay kia?

— Thua, ndm trong budng.
— Kéu n6 ra cho ma hoi tham chtt coi nao.

Co6 Ba Manh khong ddm khong vung 16i
me, nén cuc chang da co6 phai tré vo budng,
song truyén linh me cho chong roi thi c6 ra
lién va di thang xu6éng nha dudi.

Thugng Tt thuc cd dém nén mét, phan
duong gay g6 véi vg niia, boi vay cdu budec ra,
toc chom bom, mat bi si, coi khong c6 vé thanh
tao nho nha chut nao hét.

Ba Hoi dong tay xia thu6c s6ng, mat liéc
ngd ré ma hoi rang:

— Hai bita ray con v€ bén nha hay la di dau?
— Thua, v€ bén nha.
— Chi & nha manh ha?

— Thua, manh.
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Ba ngoi nin thinh ngd ra ngoai san mdt hoi
roi ba hoi niia rang:

— Con giin vg con nén con di hém nay do
phdi hon? Con diing cé dai nhu vay. Con c6 can
dung tién ma mua sam vat chi, sao con khong
héi thay cta con, hodc hoi ma, con lai biéu vg
con m& th ldy ma dua cho con? Vg ctia con n6
thiét tha lam. Thud nay ma cho tién n6 nhiéu
khi no6 cling khong lay ntia; tuy la n6 git chia
khéa, ché chiang bao gié n6 dam 14y mot dong
xu trong tt. Con biéu nhu vay, n6 déu c6 dam
nghe 16i con. Con diling c6 dai nhu vay nia.
Con & bén nha thi ¢ chi; vé bén nay thi cé thay
md. Con muon lam viéc gi, con phai thua cho
cha me biét, Con biéu nd dua tién cho con chi
vay?

Thugng Tt nghen ¢6, khong c6 san 16i ma
dap, cau dung suy nghi moét chut réi méi néi
rang:
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— Thua, t6i muon thd bung vg t6i, nén toi
biéu choi coi né nghe 16i hay khong, ché cé
phai la t6i them dong tién cua no dau.

— Con tht bung nd, ma né khong chiu dua
tién, sao con lai mang nhiéc gian hon né roi bd
ma di vé bén?

— Tai t6i tht bung né ma n6 tré lai khinh
khi t6i qua. N6 trong dong tién, coi dong bac
16n bang banh xe, n6 khong biét nhon nghia gi
hét. N6 tudng toi cusi né dang doat gia tai ctia
né hay sao khong biét. Toéi c6 phai mat & dau,
ma no6 khinh khi t6i qua.

— Con dling c6 nodi nhu vdy. Con ctia ma
dé, mad nuodi n6 nho 16n, ma khong biét tanh
y no6 hay sao. Con Manh c6 bao gid ma né khi
dé ai. R4t d6i la dua & trong nha hodc la ta dién
td thd, ma nd cing chiang hé khinh thi ai, c6
ly nao chong n6 ma no khinh khi... Vg chong
con nho, noéi choi v6i nhau, mot dia hon mot
tiéng tu nhién sanh xich mich. Thoi, bé chuyén
dé di, duing c6 gian hon chi ntta hét. Con cé
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mudn xin tién lam chi, thi néi v6i ma day; néu
nén cho thi ma cho, bang khong nén thi thoi,
ché con dling c6 hoi vg con niia, nd khong co6
tién riéng tu gi dau ma hoi.

— Toi héi né choi, ché toi thi€u gi tien day.

Thuogng Tu va ndi va phanh bdp phoi dua
xap gidy xan cho me vg coi.

Ong Hoéi dong Thudng nay gié ngdi ldng
thinh dé€ nghe vg noéi chuyén véi ré, dén noi ré
kiém 16i ndi gay gat con gai cia 6ng, 6ng ciing
khong them can du dén. Chiing 6ng thay ré
phanh bop khoe bac, phat biéu cai thai do vo 1é
vGi cha me 6ng khong thé dan long niia dugec,
ong mdi nodi rang:

— Con giau, thay v6i ma cling van biét, con
phai khoe 1am chi. O d6i 1& nghia mdéi qui, ché
giau hay la ngheo cling khong c6 nghia gi. Con
ve & bén nay hon mot thang nay, thay coi con
con thi€u x6t dao 1am ngudi nhiéu lam. Con cé
vg roi, nay mai day con sé c6 con, ché khong
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phai con con nit, ma con khong tinh lam an chi
hét, bita nao ciling leo 1én xe di choi hoai. Doi
ndy choi thi hu than, ché choi ma cé ich gi. bi
choi tu nhién phai cap beé cap ban, ngudi tot thi
it, nguoi xau thi nhiéu, ho rta bai bac, rugu che,
di tha, hé sa mé vo thu nao cling phai chét hét
thay. Con la con ré, bay gio con & véi thay nén
thay phai chi chd quéy ctia con cho con chua.
Con dting c6 di choi niia; thay noéi chac, hé con
di choi hoai thi con phai hu...

Biia nay san dip, thay ciing chiludn céi tanh
xau ctia con cho con biét ma stta minh. Thay
dom coi con & trong nha déi véi vg con, thi con
16 mang, con doéi v6i cha me thi con ngang tang
lam. Con la con nha tt té, con phai giti 1€ phép,
con phai dn ndi cho dung dan, duing c6 vat vat
nghinh ngang ngudi ta cudi. Con phai coi cach
dn & cua thién ha ma bat chudc. Dau con giau,
con cling phai gi 1€ nghia, ché khong nén y
giau ma nghinh ngang. Thay it hay ndi, ma vi
thay thay con lam qud, nén thay phai néi cho
con biét.
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Thugng T guc mdt ma nghe, nhung vi
ong Hoi dong ndi phdi ma 6ng noéi ndng 10i,
bdi vay cau chti by, coi bd khong vui nghe chut
nao hét.

Ba Hoi dong thay vay ba bén néi rdng:

— TU nho chi 16n né mac di hoc, nd chua
hiéu viéc lam dn, n6 chua thao cach & doi, nén
n6 mdéi nhu vdy dé. D€ thung thing tip lan
no6... Con phai rang ma nghe 16i thay con day.
Con phai coi cach an & ctia anh Hai con d6 ma
bat chudc. Dau con hoc chii Téy, ché con ciing
la ngudi An nam, phai dn ¢ theo An nam coi
md&i duge. Cha me thuong con nén mdi day
con. Néu con biét thuong cha me thi con phai
nghe 16i, diing cd ham choi boi, rui sa budc
vao dudng khong phai roi chi bén nha phién
trach cha me. Thoi, con coi nhuyt trinh'* hay la
lam viéc gi thi lam di.

Thugng Td bo di vo budng, ma sac mat
coi quau lam. C4u di qua di lai ma b cdu ham

12 bao ngay
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ham, cdu gian vg, gian cha vg, gidn me vg, gian
me rudt, gian hét thay. Cau trach vg sao hoc
chuyén minh biéu dua bac cho cha me no hay
chivay? Cha vg c6 quyén gi ma dugc ray minh?
Me vg khong biét day con ma con néi hoi binh
con ché! Tai me minh ép uéng nén minh méi
vudng cai bon khon nan nay! Cau di vong mot
héi moi chon, roi cdu 1én giuong ma nam, cau
dap goi hat mén nghe dung dung. May luc ay ba
Hoéi dong mac di ra sau vuon, nén khong hay
cach cung quén cua ciu doé. Vi ciu thic choi
mot dém da mét roi, nén tuy cau gian, song cau
nam mot lat roi cdu ngl quén.

Com don xong ro6i, ba Hoi dong biéu con
vO budng kéu ré ra ma an. C6 Ba Manh buégc vo
thay chong nam nghinh ngang trén giudng ma
ngt kho, cd lai gdn nam tay ma ldac lac! Thugng
Tt m& mat thay vo thi hoi rang:

— Muén céi gi.

Co6 Ba Manh cu¢i ma déap rang:
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— Day dn com. Com don roi, thady mé ch6 6
ngoai.

Thuong Td day mat vo vach. Co6 Ba Manh
so cha me chd dgi cuc long, nén c6 kéu niia,
khuyén chong day én com mot chut roi sé ngu
lai. Tiéng c6 khuyén chong thiét la diu ngot,
tiéc vi tiéng 4y noi véi Thugng Tt chang khéc
nao nudc cam 16 ma rot trén cuc da, rot thi
udng nudc, ché da co6 biét mui ngon ngot chut
nao dau.

Co6 Ba Manh khuyén viia dut tiéng, thi
Thugng Tu nat rdng:

— An u6ng gi thi dn di. Khong ai thém &n
dau: Kéu ntia danh thay cha da!

Phéan lam phu nii, may gap chong tt t€ thi
nhd, rai gap chong 16 mang thi chiu, song 16
mang thi nhiéc médng ray ra chiang n6i lam chi,
ché 16 mang ma téi chui cha thi pham nhon
con nich luc can luc tran, cé thé nao ma nin
cho dugc. Co6 Ba Manh gidn run, c6 diing ngé
chong ma néi rang:
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— T6i c6 quay, hay la minh c¢6 gian, thi minh
mang nhiéc t6i, ché cha t6i cd can pham gi ma
minh ndi dong téi cha toi!

— U! Tao ndi vy a. Lam sao tao?
— Té ra minh 1a quan du cén ma!
— Du con ha? ...

Thuong Tu viia noi viia ngoi day, véi tay
danh mot thoi, tring ngay con mat bén ta ctia
vg. Ba Manh 6m madt kéu troi va chay ra. Hai
vg chong 6ng Hoi dong nghe con la, khong biét
chuyén gi, nén bé mam com, lat dat chay 1én
nha trén: Ong thdy con dy con mit ma khéc,
thi 6ng biét con da bi chong danh, nén 6ng
budc vo ctia budng ma hoi rang:

— May lam cai gi vay hii? Vg chong dau phai
dau quay ciling lay tiéng ndi ma ndi véi nhau,
ché sao may lai ddinh n6? May thiét vo phép
qua! Cha cha! Rat d6i ¢ bén nay ma may con
nhu vay, néu cudi ma dem vé bén thi may giét
no con gi.
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Ba Hoi dong g& tay con ma coi, thi thay
con mat bén ta do lom, ma phia trén chon may
lai u mét cuc niia. Ba chat ludi than rang:

— Troi dat oi! N6 danh nhu vay, may hon
lot trong con gi!

Ong nghe néi “lot trong”, 6ng lat dat trd ra
ma coi. Ong thdy thuong tich, 6ng cang thém
dau long, nén 6ng la 16n rang:

— Ba di My Hoi, ba moi chi sui qua day.
Nghinh ngang qua nhu vay khong ai chiu noi!
Toi coi moi toi da biét trude. Tai ba gap lam, ba
s¢ con Manh € chong, nén ba giuc gid. Do, ba
thay hay chua, hu?

Ba huén dai dap rang:

— Vg chong con nit, sao cho khdi ray ra véi
nhau. Ong néng quéd. Chuyén gi ciing thing
thang ma noi, chd lam om som chi vay.

— N6 an & nhu vay, bay gio toi phai nan ni
noé hay sao? Hu! Con binh niia chd!
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— Khong phai binh. N6 la con ré, né cé
qudy thi thang thing ma noi cho né biét. La 6
lam chi?

— Ba di dn com di. Thoi, diing them noi gi
niia hét. Co thiang Tiéu hay dtia nao do, bay lai
chg mudn mot ¢ xe ngua qua My Hoi mai chi
K¢ hién qua day. Di di cho mau.

— Thoi ma! Chuyén chut dinh, minh néi
v6i nd, moi thinh chi sui lam gi?

— M&i chi qua day, coi chi xt 1am sao chi xt
di cho xong.

— Lam nhu vay v& 16 cung hét. Xin 6ng
dling c6 nong ndy ma mich long sui gia. Chi
c6 xui con nhu vay hay sao ma minh m&i qua
ddng trach moc chi. D€ bita nao gdp chi rdi toi
sé noi chuyén cho chi nghe ciing dugc ma ...
Bay tré, dung c6 di My Hoi da bay.

Ong Hoéi dong cung con, 6ng thiy con bi
danh thi 6ng ndi néng, nén Ong rdy qua. Ma
nguoi nong mau thi ngudi cling mau, bédi vay
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ba n6i mdt hoi thi 6ng bét gidn, 6ng khong biéu
di m&i chi sui nita, 6ng hdi con ché tai sao ma
chong danh. C6 Ba Manh va khoc va néi rang:

— T6i kéu ra an com, chég téi cé lam sao
dau. Khi khong roi doi danh thay cha toi. Toi
gian toi cy, roi nhay thoi toi.

Ong nghe ndi 6ng noéi gidn hon niia; 6ng
trgn mat ndi rang:

— D4, ba nghe hay khong?

Ba nodi: “Thoi, thoi” roi ba hoi con ria mat.
Hai vg chong 6ng Hoi dong ciing di xudng nha
duéi roi ngoi lai ban an com, 6ng con gian ré,
thuong con, ba mac lo tinh giai hoa, nén hai
ong ba khong noi chuyén chi ntia hét. Cach
chdng bao lau, bong nghe ngoai nha xe c6 tiéng
xe hoi 1én mdy roi chay ra ctia. Ba Hoi dong
kéu thang Tién 13, dtia &, ma hoi rang:

— Thang Ba n6 di xe phai hon?
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— Thua phai. Dugng Ba kéu t6i biéu t6i vac
ruong dé€ lén xe cho dudng, réi dudng quay
mady duong di.

Ba Hoi dong chong diia ngoi thé ra.
Ong Hoi déng chau may noi ring:

— Oi! Thi d6 nhu vay, né di dau né di cho
khuét con mat; nu6i né & trong nha nhu nudi
ong tay 40, n6 lam minh nhoc long ché cé ich
gl.

Ba ngd 6ng ma dap rang:

~ Ong ndi ky cuc qua! Tay 16 dinh cham,
minh n& chdt tay hay sao? Tuy tdnh né ngang
tang, song né con con nit, cling nhu mut mang,
dé thing thing minh uén minh stta no, ché
ong nong qud, 6ng bé gay con gi.

— Toi coi roi, thang dé hoac may ong troi
stia no, chd ai ma stia n6 dugc. Ba nghi dé coi,
toi mdéi ndi phai quay cho n6 nghe dé, né vo
budng n6 danh vg néd roi né chudi toi. Toi hi€u
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ma, né danh vg n6 do 1a n6 danh gai cho t6i
da. Chta né trong nha day mai mdt né danh
t4i toi niia.

— Hoi ga con, dng giao bat ré. Bay gid khong
chtia no trong nha sao dugc.

— Ré tu té thi minh nudi no, ché thii ré nhu
vay ma nuoi lam gi!

— Néu 6ng khong chiu nudi n6 niia, Ong tra

nd vé bén, thi 6ng phai cho con Manh di theo.

~ Y! Dugc dau! Rit d6i 6 bén nay ma né
con dam lam nhu vay, cho theo vé bén nd giét
con nho con gi.

— Ché vg chong con nit, ma 6ng biéu mdt
dia 6 mdt noi vay sao duogc.

Ong ngoi ling thinh ma dn hét chén com
rdi 6ng quang daia diing ddy ma ndi rang:

— Tai ba da! Tai ba giuc ga lam, bay gio nhu
vay do cho sang con mat ba.
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Méi 9 gid sém mai ma con Mang da bung
mam com 1én dé€ trén van, rdi chay ra vuon
kiém cht ma maoi vo an.

Ba Ké& hién duong coi cho thing Ngo bé
duia, ba nghe mdi dn com thi ba ndi rang:

— Tao mdi nhai miéng trau chua dap ma an
com giong gi. Vo lay 16ng ban'® ma day lai, dé
tao coi cho n6 bé hét liép nay rdi tao vo.

Thang Ngo bé dua quing dudi dat thui
thui. Ba K€ hién mac 4o ba ba xuyén den, quan
lya trang, chon di guoc son do, dau doi khan
hét me, ba dung mot tay chong nanh, mot tay
xia thudc, bo tuéng manh mé lam, coi thé cac
con chua dé hudng gap hué lgi ruong dat dugc.

Ba ngudc mdt ma dém coi con may quay
diia sé bé dugc, thinh linh ba nghe tiéng xe hoi
chay ngoai 19, t6i nay ctia ngd roi lai bép ken
ma queo vO nha. Ba chac 1a Thugng Tt vé nén
trong tri ba nghi thdm rang: “Thang hay di qua!

13 dung cu béng tre, ding d4y d6 an trén ban
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MGi vé bén hoi x€ hom qua, biia nay lai tré qua
ntial”,

Ban dau ba tinh khong théem v6, ma mot
lat ba nghi khong biét chiing con chua dn com,
nén ba vo dang cho nod an vdéi ba, kéo do an
nguoéi hét. Ba vo t6i san, thiét thay xe nha, song
Thuong Tt da vo nha roi nén ba khong gap. Ba
vO t6i trong nha mdi thay Thugng Tt mac mot
bd do lua trang, duong ding riia mat. Ba viia
cudi vlia noi rang:

~ Thing qui nay né c6 cdi xe n6 di mai. An
com roi chua?

— Chua.

— Thoi, rtia mat roi di an com ludn thé.
Mang a, lay thém chén dia, con.

Ba budc lai d& 16ng ban 1én ma dep mot
bén, rdi ba bung t6 nudc ma sic miéng. Con
Mang béi com va dem thém mot cdi chén mot
doi dtia. Me con ngodi dn com. Ba noéi chuyén
dong dai, song ba khong de nén ba khong noi
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t6i con dau. Cau con gian ma lai mét, nén cau
U hii cdm chuing v6i me, va ri€t hét chén com
roi cau di udng nudc.

Céiu duong diing tai clia sau, cau thay thiang
Ngo6 ngoai vuon di vo, cau kéu ma ndi nho it
tiéng roi cau bd vé buong ma nam.

Ba K€ hién an com roi, ba thiy vang con,
ba budc vo buong con, thi thay con da ngt kho.
Ba quay trd ra, lai gdp thang Ngo vac ruong di
vO. Ba hoi rang:

— Ruong & dau vay?

— Thua, ruong 6 dau khong biét, cau Tu
ché trén xe. Hoi ndy cau c6 biéu t6i chling an
com roi ra vac dem vo buong cho cau.

— Ruong nay la ruong cia n6 ma. N6 dem
veé bén nady lam gi.

Thing Ngo vac thang cai ruong vé budng
ma dé. Ba K& hién budc vd dé nhém nép ruong
ba thay ruong khoa chit, nén ba tré ra bo van
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g0 gitia ma nam. Cai ruong dy n6 lam cho ba
phai suy nghi hoai, nén ba nam khong yén, mot
lat ngdi ddy an trau réi nam xudng, ba khong
di ra ngoai vuon niia.

Pén nua chiéu, Thugng Tu mdi thic day.
Ba K€ hién dgi cau rtia mat chai dau xong roi
ba méi hoi rang:

— Sao con dem ruong con vé bén nay?
— Ché dé€ bén lam giong gi?

— Sao vay?

— Téi khong them & bén niia.

— Thang qui nay, khéo noéi nhiéu chuyén
hon! Giao & bén, thi phai & ché nodi chiung
ching véi ai vay?

— Ma muo6n & thi ma qua dé6 ma &. Toi
khong théem & ntta dau. D6 khon nan qua, ai 6
cho dugc.
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— Cha cha! Con gi ma ngang tang qua nhu
vay khong biét! Ai khon nan? Khon nan lam
sao dau noi nghe tht coi?

— Mot 1 khon nan hét thdy. Con do ciing
vay, ma cha me no cling vay.

— Troi oi! N6 noi hoi dong dau xudng dat,
trd cdng 1én trdi, ai chiu ndi thi chiu thi coi né!
Ai ddi cha me vg n6 ma n6 dam kéu la mot 1a
khén nan ché! Khon nan lam sao dau, tao biéu
may ndi cho tao nghe sao may khong ndi?

- P06 gi ma hé mé miéng ra thi binh con.
Tai ma a, tai ma cho t6i & bén, ho tudng dau toi
mat roi, theo dn chuc com cua ho, nén ho méi
lam phach nhu vay do.

— Troi dat oi! Ngudi ta hién lanh hét stc,
vg chong can com khong bé, ma n6é dam ndi
nhiéu chuyén nhu vay ché. Y hi! Vo phudc qua
... Tao bi€u may phai tré qua bén ma &. Cuéi
vg giao & bén vo thi phai ¢, tao khong chua
may dau.
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— Ua! Ma khong chiia sao dugc. Nha ctia
toi thi toi 6, ma cd phép gi ma dudi?

- U, tao du6i mdy qua bén vg ma &, tao
khong cho & trong nha tao.

— Nha gi ma nha cia md? Ma dé td di chuc
ctia cha ra ma coi. Cha tri nha nay lam nha tho,
cha giao cho t6i 6 ma phung tu 6ng ba, ma dudi
toi cai gi?

Ba K& hién nghe noi téi cau do thi ba gian
muon 6i mat. Ba nghen c6, Gia nudc mat, ba ndi
khong dugc ntia, nén ba voi tay kéo 6 trau lai
gan tém ma an. Thugng Tu bd di vo budng. Ba
K& hién leo 1én vong ndm dua luc lac, tay gat
qua tran, miéng nhoc nhach nhai trau, mot lat
nghe ba thd dai mdt cdi, thi da biét ba lo rau
lung lam.

Cdach mot hoi lau, Thugng T & trong
budng budc ra, minh mdc mdt bo do tay tut xo,
dau d6i mot cai ndn ni xam sam, mui dau thom
bay bat ngat. Ba K& hién ng6i day hoi rang:
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— Bay gio tinh di dau ma thay d6 tay do6 hi?
— bilén chg choi.

— Choi hoai! Choi lam chi khong biét! Nay
con, con ngo6i do, d€ ma ndi cho con nghe. Con
dling c6 dai nhu vay. Vg chong c6 gian nhau,
con nodi vg con lam sao con ndi, con diing co
hon véi cha me vg ché. Con noi bay ndi ba, sui
gia ngudi ta phién t6i ma, bi€t hon? Thoi, con
di v6i ma vé bén, ding ma giap mdt con Tu, ma
héi coi tai sao ma ray ra v6i nhau nhu vay. Con
ngoi dé chd ma g& dau réi ma di véi con.

— Ma di ddu ma di. T6i 1én cho t6i choi. Toi
nhtt dinh khong them budc chun téi nha do
niia dau; toi thé néu toi trd vé do ntia thi linh
ong Quan Dé€ vin hong t6i di.

- E! Dling c6 noéi bay na! Chuyén gi ma
thé. Nha cha vg con ma con khong téi, vay ché
con t6i nha ai?

— To6i khong them vg con gi nita hét.
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- Ua! Khong thém sao dugc? Vay ché vg
cua con dod, con bo cho ai?

— N6 lay ai n6 lay, t6i b, t6i khong them
nua.

— Con noi cai gi vay?

— P06 nhu chua 6n, ma cha me né néi hoi
cau cao; toi ghét lam; t6i nhit dinh b, dé€ kiém
vg khdac coi c¢6 hon n6 hay khong ma.

~ Y hi! Cé vo nhu vdy ma con ché ngudi ta
té mang, thiét ma khong biét néi sao niia dugc.
Maé nghi ma vo phuéc qua! Ma sanh c6 mot
minh con, moi viéc ma déu lo cho con hét thay,
dén ndi dau ndy oan, dau kia thu cling vi con,
ma bay gid con khong biét thuong ma, thiét
ma tiéc lam.

— To6i c6 ndi ma giong gi dau, ma ma ndi toi
khong thuong ma?

— Con thuong ma sao ma ndéi con khong
chiu nghe 15i.
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— Ma biéu giong gi bay gio tdi ciing chiu
hét thay, duy cd tré vé bén vg, thiét la khong
dugc. Ho ky qua ma; ho ndi to6i nghe toi ghét
qua, & chiu sao ndi.

— Ma biéu con c6 mdt viéc do... - Khong
dudgc, t6i c6 thé roi.

Thuong Tt noi dut tiéng lién budce ra cua
leo 1én xe ma di.

Ba K€ hién lac dau, thay con nhu véy ba
budn qud, nén nam chéo queo trén vong, an
mot dgt ndm sdu miéng trau, ma ba khong noi
v6i may diia 6 mot tiéng chi hét.

bém dé Thugng Tu khong vé ngl, ma
sang btia sau dén chin mudi gid cling khong
thay cdu vé. Ba K€ hién chd hét hoi ma khong
dugc, cung thé ba bi€éu don com cho ba an, roi
ba muén mot cd xe ngya ma di qua chg Ong
Van, ba tinh qua trudc tham chi sui, sau héi coi
tai lam sao ma con dau bat hoa v6i nhau nhu
vay.
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Troi nang chang chang, gié théi phay phay.
Xe chay cuc kich trén bo 16, mot 1at ngudi xa
phu phai giut cuong, troc 1udi, hodc phai lay
roi ma quat nhe nhe mdt cdi trén dit, con ngua
md&i nhém chay mau mau, ma mau dé la mau
theo stic ngua dé ma thoi, bdi vi ba K€ hién
ngoi trén xe ba budn, nén ba trong chting hoai,
ma khong thay téi. Chdé chi di dudng cé ai noi
chuyén, hodc c6 canh chi la ma ngé choi, thi
cd lé ciing giai khudy dugc; ngat vi ba ngéi mot
minh v6i tén xa phu, hai bén rudng lua, trude
madt cling rudng, sau lung cting rudng, dam lua
duong tr6 thi coi mau xdm xam, dam lua gan
chin thi coi mau vang vang, trén 16 khong thay
ké di dudng, ngd chiing mady xé6m xa xa cho
nao cing diia v6i cau ché chang c6 chi la mat.
Ba budn chiing nao, ba cang nhé téi chuyén
con, ma nhd téi chuyén con ba con lo rau hon
nia.

Xe ngling ngoai cta ngo, ba K& hién thung

thang che du di vo. Mdy con ga duong rio
trudc san kiém an, chung no thdy ba thi vut
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chay. Con ché muc nam ngu trudc thém, nghe
dong dat no6 ciing thic day ma sua.

Ba Hoi dong duong nam trén van, ba ngo
thay chi sui, ba lat dat budc ra la cho6 ro6i moi
chi sui vao. Ba kéu may dda & biéu chén nudc
lay trau; ba lay dao bua cau, ba kéu dem oOng
nhd. Ba K€ hién ngo6 chling may ctia budng roi
ngd xudng phia nha dudi, c6 y kiém con dau.

Co6 Ba Manh minh mac mot cai 4o xuyén
cli, mot cdi quan lanh den nhuc nhuc, chon
khong co giay gudc chi hét, cd & dudi nha dudi
di 1én chao me chong, bd vui vé nhu thudng.
Co0 xin v6i me trao con dao véi trai cau lai cho
c6 btia. Btia cau rdi c6 dung cat cuéng trau; ba
Ké hién liéc dom c6, ba ching thdy c6 vé chi la.

Ong Hoi dong dn com roi 6ng nghi trua
trong buéng. Ong nghe nédi c6 khach chon ron,
ong budc ra chao hoi chi sui, r6i 6ng ngodi bén
bo ghé gitia, van thuoc ma hut.
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Hai ba sui, ba nao cing mudn dem chuyén
con ma noi, song khong ba nao ddm khéi dau,
bdi vay ngdi uéng nudc dn trau ndi chuyén véi
nhau rat lau, ma ching nghe noi chuyén chi
khac hon la héi thim mua mang, hoi rudng
trang hay that, hoéi laa chin hay chua.

Ong Hoi dong tdnh chon chét, it n6i ma
nong ndy, ong ngoi chd hoai 6ng lay lam kho
chiu, nén vung hoi chi sui rang:

— Thang Ba né c6 vé bén chi hay khong?
— Thua, n6 vé bén.

— Hom qua né danh vg n6 réi né chaé do di,
né khong them noéi véi vg chong tdi mot ti€ng
gi hét.

— B4t nhon da hén! Sao ma téi danh vo no
lan? Hén chi né vé bén bd nd budn hiu. Toi hoi
n6 vé chi ma vé hoai vay: ndé néi vé choi. Toi
tudng thud nay n6 6 nha né quen, qua 6 bén
nay nha la né nhé nha nén no6 budn, ché t6i cé

de chuyén gi dau.
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— Thang qud quac lam ma. To6i ndi trudc
cho chi biét, né phai hu. Téi coi r6i, thang bat
tri 1am, lam thé nao né ciing khong nén dugc.

Ong Hoi dong ndi van tat ma chAm him
l1am, lam cho ba K& hién ng6i ngdn ngo, khong
bi€t sao ma trd 10i.

Ba Hoéi dong thay vay, ba mudn stia cau
chuyén nghe cho diu ngot, nén ba ndi rang:

— Thang Ba né vé bén nay hon mot thang
nay, toi coi y n6 con ham choi qua. Bita nao n6
cling xach xe di choi hoai, khong nghe né tinh
lam dn chi hét. D&i nay thién ha ho ma quy
lung lam. Pi choi lam giéng gi. Minh ¢6 én,
minh di choi roi ké khong phai né ru quén bay
ba, cd phai hai cho minh hay khong...

Ba Ké hién khong dgi cho chi sui néi hét
cau chuyén, ba chin ma dap rang:

— Chi néi phai lam. Di choi thi hai ché ¢
ich 1gi gi. Toi thua thiét v6i anh chi, toi cé mot
minh nd, t6i cung n6 qud, nén ti hdi nhé cho
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t6i bay gid né chung chiing mudén ngang nao
dugc ngang nay. Nay n6 vé bén nay véi anh chi,
toi xin anh chi ran day né gitim cho t6i. N6 s¢
anh chi c6 1€ n6 stia tanh duoc.

— Vg chong t6i thdy n6 mdéi vé &, néu day
dod né gip qua e nd buon.

— Co hai gi! Chi thdy n6 lam sdi cho nao,
chi ray lién n6é di ma. N6 1a con ré trong nha.
Ngai giong gi.

— Ché chind di choi, ma vé nhand an 6 cho
c6 18 nghia chang noi lam gi. Cai nay no di riét
hét tién, roi bita h6m no biéu vg nd phai mao
ta sat ldy bac dua cho nd. Vg n6 khong déam,
né mang chudi roi leo 1én xe ma di, né khong
thém noi mot tiéng gi véi vo chong toi hét.

— Thang bat nhon qua! Vay ma t6i c6 hay
dau! N6 vé & bén miy biia, nd c6 noi gidong gi
dau ma biét. Toi cé cho n6 may tram dong bac,
sao nd khong lay bac d6 ma xai, lai hoi vg nd
chi vay kia. C6 1é né muon thu bung con Tu
hay sao ché?
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— Thua phai. S6m méi hom qua né veé. Thay
né cé ndi chuyén phai quay cho n6 nghe. N6
noi né mudn thd bung vg no, chd khong phai
ndé muon xai dong tién ctia vg chong toi. No
phanh bop, chung gidy xdn véi vg chong toi,
coi ngo lam...

— Thang dai qua!

— Thua, né dai thiét. B6i thay né dai, nén
vg chong toi cling khong chap gi.

— Thua, phai. N6 la con ré trong nha, n6
khd dai thi anh chi trong nha ray la n6, ché c6
1€ nao ma chap nht.

— Chua ¢6 ray la. Thay n6 méi giang cho
phai chd quiy cho n6 nghe ma thoi. Tudng
la né biét nghe, té ra méi ndi véi n6 do, roi
né vo budng n6 chudi vg nd nat tan hét. Con
nho t6i nd khong biét chudi, ma thang ci theo
chudi cha n6 hoai. N6 gian nén néi di néi lai,
roi thang nhdy ndm dau thoi dap né gin chét.
Do, blia nay ma con mat con do, tran con u
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mot cuc do... Con Manh méi day bo di dau
mat r6i? Lén biéu day con.

Co6 Ba Manh & duéi nha duéi di 1én, cdp
mat c6 udt rugt. Ba K€ hién ng6é mat dau va noi
rang:

— Thang bat nhon ac nghiét qua! Thiét n6
1a du con roi! Dé toi vé toi bi€u bay tré cang
dui noc, t6i ddnh né cho no tén. Dau quay, dau
phdi, ciing thing thang 14y tiéng ndéi ma noi,
ché sao lai danh ngudi ta.

Ba Ké hién van biét tanh nét con; ba nghe
nhu viy thi ba chac 1a cd, nén ba budn lung
lam. Ba ldy trau tém ma dn, ma ba suy nghi coi
phai dung l6i nao ma chiia 16i cho con. Ba ngoi
mot hoi lau rdi ndi rang:

— Con t6i nd 6 bén nay, ma né khong kiéng
né anh chi, n6 danh vg n6 nhu vy, thiét n6 16i
lam. Tuy vay ma t6i xin anh chi nghiné con dai
kho ma tha 16i cho né; vg chong né con con
nit, sao cho khoi xich mich véi nhau. Néu anh
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chi khong thuong, anh chi chdp trach, thi toi
nghiép cho né. D€ toi vé t6i ray no, roi toi biéu
né qua lay anh chi ma xin 16i. Hen chi hoi s6m
mdéi toi bi€u nd di qua bén niy véi t6i, no rut
c6 khong dam.

Ong Hoi dong chau may noi rang:

— No ghét vg chong toi, no tinh khong them
& bén nay nita. Hom qua né di, n6 ché do dac
di hét. N6 khong chiu tré qua ntta ddu ma chi
biéu n6 cho that cong.

Ba Ké hién gugng cudi ma dap rang:

— Thua anh, anh gidn anh noi nhu vay, ché
c6 1& nao ma no6 khong chiu tré qua bén nay.
N6 dai né danh vg no, réi né s¢ anh chi ray,
nén noé tron chay vé bén doé ché.

—~ O, t6i ndi vay, néu chi khong tin thi chi
biéu tht coi roi biét ma.

— Thiét thang nho t6i cé tanh cang cuong
nhung ma 4o mac sao qua khoi dau. Téi xin
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anh chi thuong, anh chi hi xa cho n6 thi méi
dugc. Xua ray lan nao vé€ bén né ciing ndi no6
s¢ anh chi qua, n6 khong dam néi chuyén gi
véGi anh chi hét. N6 mudn xin véi anh chi cho
vg chong n6 vé bén t6i ma 6. Toi ray nd, toi ndi
anh chi c6 mot minh con Tu, néu dat nhau vé
bén t6i thi anh chi buodn.

— V& bén sao dugc. Hoi t6i ga con Manh,
vg chong t6i c6 giao nd phai & véi toi. Bay gis
toi co chiu cho di dau.

— B& vay t6i mdi ray no.

Ba K¢€ hién van da biét y con ba roi, song
noéi chuyén vdéi sui gia ba phai moéi miéng chut
dinh. Ba do v, thay anh sui quyét khong cho con
dau cua ba di vé bén thi ba lay lam bu6n. Chang
ré khong chiu & véi bén vg, anh sui gai khong
chiu cho con theo chong, bay gid phai lam sao?
Ba Ké€ hién lo liéu trong tri lung lam, song ba
phai gang gugng lam vui ma ndi chuyén véi sui
gia cho ngudi ta khoi thay cdi buon cdi lo cua
minh.
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Co6 Ba Manh lo com nudc duéi bép ling
xang, dén x€ mdéi don mot mam com bung 1én
dai me chong: Ba K& hién an com rdéi méi tu
gia sui gia ma vé. C6 Ba Manh dua ba ra xe.
Luc stia soan budc 1én xe, ba néi véi dau rang:

— Chong con n6 ngd nghich lam, nhung
ma ma khuyén con dung c6 phién. Ma sg e n6
lam bay roi, nén n6 khong ddm léo hanh qua
bén nay nita. Nhu n6 khong qua, thi vai biia
con vé€ bén ma tham m4d, nghe hon con.

Co6 Ba Manh cui diu, ma co tia nudc mat.
Ba Ké hién 1én xe roi ngua rut chay, luc lac khua
16nrén ...
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CHUONG 6

Céu Tu Thugng Tu trong lung cé bac
ngan ma bi€u cau & nha sao dugc. ba
vay ma trén My Tho cé c6 Hai Hau, thi ciu c6
vui gl ma trd qua chg Ong Vin.

Cau mudn thdng mot cdi phong thuong
hang tai Tam Hoa Khach Lau, roi cau an dam
nam dé tai d6. Thay thong Hang hé téi gio thi
di lam viéc, con man gid hau thi vé ¢ do véi
cau, bay rugu tra, kéu meo chd, an no roi hut,
hat da réi cudi, lam cho cau Thugng Td mé
méin min mé, quén vg, quén me, quén ludn téi
viéc tuong lai, cau cu vui choi, cau khong so
me buon, khong sg hu than, khong sg choi riét
roi phai tiéu diéu su nghiép.
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C6 mot biia thay thong Hang ndi véi cau
rang:

— Hoi trua cé c6 Hai Hau xudng tham vo
toi. Toi pha lting roi téi ndi dai véi cb rang ciu
muon c6 lam. Toi tudng cd gian, té ra co cuoi,
c6 mang t6i la d6 qui, ma coi b ¢6 vui lam. Toi
chdc co chiu r6i. D€ thung thang toi go.

Thugng Td nghe nhu vay thi han hoan,
nén ndi rang:

— Hy vong ctia toi bay gid thi chi c6 bao
nhiéu dé ma thoi. Néu téi dugc gan co Hai
Hau, dau hét nha téi cling mat rudt. Toi noi
thiét v&i thay, toi tuong tu cd Hai, néu thay lam
mai khong dugc, chac t6i phai chét.

— Pugc ma, sao lai khong dugc, song phai
cham cham dang t6i go ché. Nay, cau Tu, toi
tinh nhu vay, cau nghi thu coi c6 dugc hay
khong. D€ mai toi biéu & nha toi 1én thdm co6
Hai Hdu, r6i kiém thé mdi c6 xudng nha to6i
choi nita. O nha t6i né hen gid trudc, r6i né cho
cau hay, ddng cdu v6 cho hai dang gép nhau.
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— O, dugc a. Cha cha, ma t6i gap rdi toi noi
lam sao?

— Thi cau choc gheo lam sao cdu lam, ché
toi biét dau.

— Khong quen choc gai, nén khong biét lam
sao day chd.

— Kho gi tha choc gdi. Ta gdp ta kiém
chuyén nay chuyén kia ta hoi, néi bay noéi ba
noé ra chuyén lan lan roéi ta xoc t6i. Cai dé co
sach v& gi nén bi€t ma day trudc cau cho dugc.

— Thay noi gium cho toi.

— Hai dang phai gidp mdt nhau mot 1an, roi
sau tdi ndi ra ndi vo mdaGi dugce chd.

- U, thoi dugc. Thady mugn co thong di moi
di. Hen chac gio nao c6 xudng roi toi sé vo.

Chiéu biia sau, thay thong Hang cho
Thugng T hay rang c6 Hai H4u hen 9 gic
sém moi co6 sé xuong diang hiép véi vg thay
ma di mua nhung mua cuém vé théu mat giay.
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Thugng Tu lay lam miing, dém dé cau ngu
sém, khong them choi boi chi hét. Sing ngay
sau cau udng ca phé 16t long roi cau chai dau,
ban 40 so mi lua, thay b do tut xo mdi, mang
giay da mau ma rong. Cau budc lai ding ngay
ta kiéng ma nham. Cau thay ¢ gan no den coi
khong dugc dep, cdu mdéi gé bo roi lay mot cai
ré gach ran ma that. Cau dom chting cai dong
hé vang deo noi cudm tay, cau thay 8 gio rudi
roi, cdu mdi ra xe cam banh ma 1én nha thay
thong Hang.

Cau nghi c¢6 Hai da xudng roi, nén luc budc
vO cua trong bung cau hoi hop lam. Co thong
Hang budc ra chao cau, c6 viia cudi va noi
rang:

— Cau v6 sém du?
Ciu cling cudi ma dap rang:
— Vay ma to6i tudng tré niia chd.

— C06 Hai hen 9 gi6 ¢6 xuong. Bay gio méi
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8 git rudi. O nha t6i néi mot lat day réi ciing
chay vé moét chut.

— Thay thong cé ndi vé hay sao?

— Thua, c4. N¢, c6 Hai H4u hdn hoi 1am,
ché khong phdi nhu gdi tam thudng vay dau.
Cau muon ndi choi véi ¢o, ciu phai lya 16i ma
noéi, ché diing cé néi 16i thoi ¢6 khinh khi.

Thuong Tt da hoi hop roi, ma cau nghe c6
thong ham doa nhu vay, thi cau lai cang bai roi
hon nita. Cdu ngo6i trong nha ma cau nghe tiéng
ai noi, hoac thay bong ai di ngoai dudng, cau
cling day mdt ma ngé chting. Cau lo tinh trong
tri coi lat nita c6 Hai Hau xudng t&i, cau phai
choc gheo lam sao cho khoéi qué mua. Cau ngoi
cau lo, ma hai dua con cua thay thong Hang,
mot dua 8 tudi, mdt dda 5 tudi, chay gidn nga
ghé dung ban, lam cho cdu rdi tri, nén cau gian
lung lam, néu ching noé la con chau cua ciu,
chic cau xach tai dat dem bo dudi nha sau lién.
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Trong lac cau duong cuc long véi hai
dda nho dy, c6 Hai Hiu ngling xe kéo ngoai
ctia cdu khong hay. Blia 4y c6 cac ¢6 mdc ao
hang Thugng Hai mau da trdi, bong binh bdt,
ban quin cdm nhung trang may lung mau dot
chudi, dau doi khan mau tring ga, chun mang
giay cuom théu bong do, c6 deo mot sgi day
chuyén nho ma mé day dong nhan hot xoan
16n, ban tay trdi deo mot bd ca ra, cudm tay
mat deo mdt chiéc vong nhan hot xoan, mot
tay xach bop, moét tay cam khdn mu soa buéc
xuong xe roi xam xam di vo nha.

Thugng Tt mac voi d& cai ghé ctia sap nho
lam nga ntia, bdi vay t6i chling c6 Hai Hau vo
tan clia cau méi ngod thay. Cau lat dat buong
cai ghé ma ding day lam cho cdi gh€ nga trung
chun dta nho 5 tudi, nd ré khoc om som. Cau
khong them ké dtia nho, cau cui dau chao co6
ma miéng chum chim cudi. C6 huén dai cui
dau déap 1€, ma cap mat c6 nhin cdu rit nghiém
chinh, lam cho cau khong ddm dém duong,
phai day mat cho khac.
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Co6 thong Hang 6 dang sau chay ra, chao
so cd Hai, roi x6t bong dia con nho ma giao
cho con & bong di do, va biéu thang con 16n di
ra ngoai trudc choi. Co thong maoi c6 Hai ngoi
bén van, Thuong T doi khach ngoi rdi, cau
m&i kéo ghé ma ngdi dya cai ban.

Co6 thong hoi c6 Hai H4u rang:
— C0 biét cau Tu day hay khong?

— Thua, biét. Thay day hom trudc cé di véi
thay thong 1én nha noéi chuyén véi ba em.

Nguoi ta nhac chuyén nhu vay, 1é thi minh
hé then lam méi phai. Nhung vi Thugng T
khong hiéu sy nguoi ta biét minh la tai minh
dén nha vay bac do6 la su x4u, cdu nghe ngudsi
ta noi biét thi cau han hoan, nén cudi ma noi
rang:

— C0 nhd t6i, thiét téi cam tinh c6 lam.

— Thay méi 1én nha miy bia ray, c6 lau lac
gi dau ma toi quén.
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— M6i gdp nhau ma c¢6 nhé nhu vay, cdi
tinh mdi 1a ndng chd.

Co Hai Hau nghe t6i cau ndy, c6 méi chac
Thuong Tt choc gheo ¢6. Ban dau c6 mudn
lam lo dé€ to dang khinh thi cdu bét ndy choi,
ma rdi cd nghi ngudi ta choc minh, néu minh
khong doi dap thi minh chua phai la ngudi lich

su, boi vay cd cudi ma noi rang:

— To6i nghe hom trudc thay noéi thay cudi
vg roi. Hé c6 vg thi phai biét thuong vg, phai
lo lam ma nudi vg, ché sao thay gép toi thay cu
dung tiéng “tinh” hoai vay?

— Xin 16i cb. Néu theo y c6, thi ngudi c6 vo
khong dugc néi tiéng “tinh” hay sao?

— Khong cé ludt nao cam ngudi c6 vg khong
dugc noi tiéng “tinh” Nhung ma theo phong
hoa, ngudi c6 vg ma di dau hay gap ai cu néi
“tinh” thi t6i sg e thién ha ché ngudi ay khong
ding dan.

— Xin c6 dung c6 tudng to6i gap ai cling noi
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“tinh” hét thay. Toi trong ti€éng “tinh’, t6i coi
chii “tinh” cao thugng lam. Tl nho cho téi bay
gi0, t0i méi dem chi “tinh” ra ma ndéi véi co
hoi nay do la lan dau hét.

— Cam on thay. Thay trong chi “tinh”, nho
16n thay chua dung chii 4y ma ndi véi ai hét,
biia nay gdp to6i thay ndi véi toi, ttic thi thay
trong t6i lung lam. T6i dugc thay trong, thiét
toi lay lam vinh hanh khong biét chiling nao.
Ma t6i dugc vinh hanh, toi ldy lam tdi nghiép
cho ¢6 6 nha. Cai vinh hanh nay la cta c6 6
nha, ma thay khong cho c¢6 huong, thay dem
bo roi r6t doc dudng doc sd, ha khong dang xo
thuong cho phan c6 6 nha hay sao? Thay vé, xin
thay cho phép t6i nhan véi c6 rang tdi nhuong
cai vinh hanh ay cho ¢6, va toi xin c6 rdng ma
gili gin, chd dling c6 d€ ho hong ngudi ta giut
roi trong gia dinh phai xao xdo.

Thuong T mudn doi dap, nhung vilsi cua
c6 Hai H4u ndi nghe thanh nha qua, cdu nghi
chua ra y ma tra 16i, thi ké thay thong Hang
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vé. Thay budc vo chao c¢6 Hai Hau, r6i nam tay
Thugng Tt ma hoi choi rang:

— Hai ngudi c6 hen véi nhau hay sao ma t6i
nha toi mot lugt nhu vay?

Thugng Tt cudi ché khong biét 1dy 16i chi
ma dap. C6 Hai H4u bén noi rang:

— Thua thay, em xin 16i thay cho em ndi it
tiéng: thay dung chi “hen” khong dugc trung.
Ché chi thay héi: “Cau nghe c6 Hai xu6ng nha
toi, nén cau ngoi chuc ¢ day dang choc gheo co6
choi phai hon?” Héi nhu vay mdéi dung ché.

Vo chong thay thong cudi ngat. Thugng Tu
cling cudi va noi rang:

— Co6 Hai néi dung lam. C6 ndi nhu véy thi
toi phuc ngay, t6i khong dam cai.

May ngudi ap noi pha ling v6i nhau moét
héi r6i c6 Hai Hau maoi vg thay thong Hang di
chg mua do théu. Thay thong Hang doi di theo
va d6¢ vo vii ¢6 Hai Hidu mugn xe hoi cia cau



Con nha giau § 167

Thugng Td ma di cho mau. Cau Thuong Tu
san long, nén ding ddy mdai hai c6 di. C6 Hai
HAu du dy, c6 noi cd con neo xe kéo. Vg chong
thay thong Hang ép riét, bi€u tra tién xe kéo
cho né di, cyc chang da c6 Hai Hiu phéi nghe
161, nén moc bép ldy bac cac ma tra tién xe kéo
r6i theo c6 thong ma 1én xe hoi.

Hai c6 ngo6i sau, thay thong ngdi dua bén
Thuogng Td & phia trudc. Thugng Tu cam tay
banh thiing thang chay xudng dudng mé song
Cau Quay, t6i nha hang c6 thong méi biéu
ngling xe lai. Hai c6 v0 nha hang mua do. Thay
thong ngodi ngoai xe méi hoi tham Thugng Tu
coi 6 nha c6 choc gheo c¢6 Hai Hau hay khong.

Thuong Tu dem cac 16i minh choc ¢6 va
nhting 16i c6 d6i ddp ma thuat lai cho thay tho-
ng nghe. Thay thong lién vo6 vai Thugng T va
ké miéng néi nho rang:

— Chiu r6i a. Toa choc ma c6 khong ray, co
noéi nhu vay dd, nghia 1a c6 chiu réi. Moa biét
y con gai lam: Ban dau mai hoi vay ma. Moa
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tudng ¢ con duc ddc d6 la tai toa cd vg. Co ndi
hoi dé, toa khong hiéu hay sao?

Thugng Tu chidu may dap ring:

— Toi bo vg toi roi.

— Ua! Bo héi nao?

— H6m nay. Toi ché do vé bén t6i hét rdi.
To6i khong qua bén niia.

— Cha ché! Toa lam cai dé bay lam, vg kiém
thém khong co, vg dau ma bo?

— To6i khong can. Do ky cuc qua, toi chiu
khong dugc.

— Hoi ndy toa cd noi chuyén dé véi co Hai
H4u hay khong?

— Khong.

— Vay dé btia nao moéa biéu vg moa noéi véi
c0 coi c6 ndilam sao. Mda chac cd nghe chuyén
ay ¢4 hét duc dac niia. Ma bay gig ddy moa chac
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6 cling chiu r6i. Néu ¢6 khong c6 tinh y gi véi
toa sao c6 1én xe toa co di, phai hon?

Thugng Tt gac dau va cuoi, coi by dac y
lam.

Hai c6 mua do roi, mdt ngudi 6m mot goi
trong nha hang di ra. C6 Hai Hau tu gia hai
thay véi co thong, tinh lén xe kéo ma vé. Thay
thong mdi tré lai ma choi mot chut nta. Co
ndi trua roi, cd phai vé. Co thong biéu thoi 1én
xe hoi dang dua vé nha. C6 Hai khong chiu, ct
kéu xe kéo roi tui gia ma di.

Thuong Tt ngodi ngod theo c¢6 cho dén xe co
di khuat r6i, cau mdi chiu dap may cho xe chay
ma dua vg chong thay thong vé. Di doc dudng
thay thong héi Thugng Tt rang:

— Toa biét tai sao ma c6 Hai khong chiu lén
xe hoi cho toa dua vé nha hon?

— Khong.
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— C0 s¢ 6ng Gido thay roi 6ng nghi, biét
hon? Con gai hé c¢6 tinh thi c¢6 y nhu véy do.
Mady cai cti chi d6 dt chiing rang c6 Hai khoai
toa lam roi do.

Thugng Tt nghe nhu vay lai con dac y hon
nta, bdi vay vé téi nha thay thong Hang, cau
v0 uong nudc, cau thay hai dtta nho cau khong
ghét nhu hoi nady niia, cau lai méc bép phoi
ra 1ay mdt tam gidy bac ma cho chung né. Co
thong bi€u hai dta con cti d4u xd cdu ma cam
on. Thugng Td vo dau hai diia nhé ma cuoi,
roi bi€u thay thong 1én xe ddng cdu dua trd lai
s& ma lam viéc.

Theo 16i ctia thay thong Hang noi, thi s&
nguyén ctia cdu Thugng Tt da phi roi, hy vong
cta cau da gan thanh rdi, cdu con ké gi la nha,
cdu con ké gi la vg niia.

Ba Ké& hién di tham sui gia vé, ba budn cho
nodi con hét stic, ba trong con vé ding cé nodi
phai qudy cho con nghe, rdi biéu tré qua Ong
Vin xin 16i cha me vg ma & véi vg lai. Ba trong
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hon moét tuan [, an khong dugc, ngt khong
yén, ma khong thay tam dang thi hét. Ba but
rut trong long chiu khong dugc nén btia no
ba phai bé nha di 1én My Tho kiém ngudi hoi
tham.

Ba ghé may nha quen, hoi lan lan mdéi
hay Thugng Tu & tai Tam Hoa khach lau. Ba
di thang lai d6, nhim lac 9 gi¢ s6m mai. Ba
héi tham 6ng chu khach lau va cdy ong biéu
bdi 1én 1au kéu gium Thugng Td xuong cho ba
ndi chuyén. Thing boi di 1én mét héi lau roi
tré xuong thua rang cdu Tu ngt mé, kéu cdu
khong chiu day, cau biéu ai muén tham thi dé
chiéu sé lai.

Ba K€ biéu trd 1én ndi rang co6 ba gia rudt
cta cau lai ki€ém cdu, nén cau phai xudng noi
chuyén mot chut. Ba ngoi doi gan mot gid dong
ho, Thugng Tt méi chiu xudng. Cau ban mot
bd d6 Pyjama bang lua trang cd soc xanh, tdc
chém bom, mat sat su.
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Ba K& hién thay mat con thi ba néi gian,
nén ba héi cut nglin rang:

— May di dau di vay hu?

— T6i di tham anh em choi ché c6 di dau.
— Vé nha déng tao noi chuyén cho ma nghe.
— Chuyén gi?

~ Ay, thi vé nha réi sé biét ma.

— Ma vé trudc di.

— May khong chiu vé hay sao?

— Chiéu t06i roi toi sé ve.

— Vay ché may vé lién bay gio khong dugc
hay sao?

— Khong dugc. Toi con mac cong chuyén
mot chat nia.

— U hu! Con thiét 1a qua quic 1dm.

- Cé gi dau qua quac. Ma vé di. Toi noi
chiéu t6i vé ma.
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— Chac hon?
— Sao khong chac.

~ 0, thoi tao vé: Ma chiéu mdy phai vé nghe
hon.

Ba dung day cdo tu 6ng chu khach lau roi
lay du ma di vé.

Ba K& hién vo téi san, ba thiy cé mot cai xe
hai banh dé do, chong gong 1én trdi, ba khong
biét xe ctia ai. Chting ba budc 1én thém ba thay
cd Manh & trong nha chay ra x4 ba thi ba muing
quynh nén ba hoi rang:

— Con qua hoi nao dé?

— Thua, con méi qua. Hom nay con muon
di ma mac cong viéc 1dn ddn hoai, nén biia nay
con mdi di dugc. Thua, ma & bén nay manh?

— O, manh. Anh chi bén nha ciing manh,
con haz

— Da, thua manh. Thay ma con c6 goi 10i
tham ma.
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— Sao con khong di sém sém, dé di trua
nang qua?

— Thua, con qua hoi ndy cling con sém.

Ba di riia mat va hoi tré don com. Co Ba
Manh lat dat di xuong nha bép ma coi com
nudéc cho me chong. Ba K€ hién kéu dau ma
ndi rang:

— Con dé do cho con Mang né don, con.
Con lai day cho md hdi tham mot chut ... Hom
nay anh chi bén nha hét gian thang Tu hay
chua?

— Thua, con c¢6 thay gian hon chi dau. Ma
con c6 hoi khong biét tai sao anh Tu vé & biét
bén nay, khong thay anh qua nta.

~ O, bita h6m m4 vé m4 rdy nd, ma biéu
nd phai qua lay anh chi ma xin 16i. N6 ndi s¢
qua, dé it blia nguoi ngoai ré6i n6 méi dam di.
Roi ké c6 mot thay, anh em ban hoc ctia n6 hoi
trudc, t6i ra n6 di Ving Tau hiing gié. No di
v6i thdy hom nay. N6 néi chiéu biia nay n6 vé.
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Con di qua day, con c6 thua truéc cho anh chi
biét chiing nao con vé hay khong?

— Thua, ma con ddn qua thim ma bén nay
roi x€ phai ve.

— E! V& chi gap vay nao! O choi vai bia roi
sé vé, con.

— Thua con htia x€ vé, néu con &, s¢ e thay
mad con & nha trong.

— Khong hai gi. Xe d€ dang trudc do laxe &
bén con mudn con qua, phai hon?

— Thua phai.

— Néu véy thi tién lam. D€ mdt lat kéu thing
danh xe cho nd an com, roi biéu nd vé bén nod
thua gitim v6i anh chi hay, con 6 bén nay choi
vai biia roi sé vé.

— Thua, s¢ 6 lai bén nay, thay ma con trong
lam!
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— Khong c6 sao dau. V€ bén nay, ché phai
di dau hay sao ma sg. Con minh c¢6 cho xe vé
noi ma trong giong gi.

C6 Ba Manh khong muén 6, ma bi me
chong ép qua co6 phai vung 161, song c6 khong
vui chut nao hét.

Ba Ké hién, mét 1a vi con dau co tién, hai
1a vi con minh khong nén thén, bai vay ba vui
vé ngon ngot v&i dau ba lung lam. Ba thiy dau
khong cé to mot 16i nao phién chong thi ba
mung tham, chac sao Thugng Tu vé gip vo,
hai vg chong sé gia 14 v6i nhau, r6i dat nhau tré
vé bén.
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CHUONG 7

én nua chiéu, ba trong Thugng Tu

dén ndi ngdi khong yén chod dugc. Ba

di ra di vo, long tai, dom chting hoai, nghe xe

ai chay ngoai 16 ba cling tuéng xe ctia con V¢,

nén budc ra ma ngoédng. gi dén dé den ma kho-

ng thay tam dang chi hét, ba mé&i bi€éu don com

lén an. Ba ngdi dn com véi dau ma tri ba lo ra,
ba ct ndi:

— Thang ky cuc qua. N6 ndi chiéu nay vé,

ma sao dén chiing nay né chua vé kia.

An com r6i, ba K& hién duong ngdi trén
van an trau ma ndi chuyén véi dau, thinh linh
nghe tiéng xe chay roi queo vo ctia. Ba chac
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Thuogng T vé, nén trong bung miing, song ba
lam tinh ma noéi rang:

— Thang qui d6 bay gi¢ né méi vé a.

Thuong Tu budc vo, bi den chap choa, cau
thay trong nha khong ro, chi thay me ngdi dua
cai dén ma dn trau, cdu bén hoi rang:

— M4 biéu t6i vé ndi chuyén gi?

Cau hoi dy lam cho 161 may 16i xdo trd cua
ba ndi véi dau hoi trua, bdi vay ba gian ba dap
rang:

— Cai tat ly lac 1y lusi khong chiu bo! bi
sao ma qua chiing, con n6 trong khong dugc,
né qua no kiém day, ché noéi chuyén gi!

Thuong T day qua thay vg ban quan den
ao den, duong ding gan cay cot, cau chau may
rdi noi rang:

— Ai cau kiém? Kiém lam giong gi? Di vé
bén di! Quan bay khinh khi tao 1am, con deo
theo lam chi? Muon bao tao phai khong?
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Co6 Ba Manh la gdi dn n6i nhé nhoi, cd nghe
nhiing tiéng tho tuc nhu vay thi chat chua 16 tai
cd, béi vay c6 diing ma khoc, ché khong biét
16i chi ma doi dap.

Ba K& hién la 16n 1én rang:

— Thang qui! N6i hoi du con véi ai vay? Vg
may né cd 16i gi ma may dam mang nd? Tao
dap dau dudi may di day may khong lo, lai lo
dudi nd. Blia nay tao méi thay cdi tai cia may
roi da. Heén chi anh chi & bén chiu may khong
néi phai lam ma.

Thugng Td qudm mdt ndi rang:

— Toi biét ma. Ma thay ho giau ma mé, nén
chuyén gi ma cting binh ho hét thay. Ho coi to6i
nhu rom nhu rac, ma ciing khong ké.

— Ai coi may nhu rom nhu rac dau? Khéo
kiém ¢ ma chita minh! Gia mang may ma cudi
dugc con vg nhu vay thi ddng lay no ntia ché,
khéo lam bo.
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— Ha! Quy v6i ma, ché quy véi ai d6 ma
ma chung.

— Hoi nd ndi, ai chiu dugce thi chiu di coi
ne!

— Ma néi né quy lam; ma dé rdi coi toi cd
vg bang mudi nd hay khong ma.

Ba K& hién thay con nghinh ngang qua,
néu noi niia thi la choc cho n6 ndi bay thém
ché khong ich gi, bai vay ba lac dau ngoi lang
thinh.

Thugng T bo me, trd qua hoi vg rang:

— B0 khi thang cha véi con gai me may sai
may qua day choc cho tao danh dang lam c6
ma lén toa xin dé, phai hon? Khong can gi dé.
Tao cho phép may vé lay chong khac lam an.
Cai giau cua may do6 khong du cho tao xai mot
lat, dting c6 chon ron.

— Cha me t6i c6 quiy v6i minh chd nao
dau, ma hé mé miéng thi minh ci mang nhiéc
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cha me tdi. Con t6i ciing khong cé khoe giau
v6i minh hoéi nao, sao minh ¢t cau mau su doé
hoai. Pao vg chong, dau minh khong thuong
toi minh néi mot tiéng rdi minh bo ciing dugc,
can gi ma phai ndng nhe nhiéu 16i. Hom trudc
minh danh chudi toi r6i minh ché doé vé bén
nay, tdi da nghi cai duyén ng cua t6i véi minh
chi c6 may ngay ma thoéi! Nay gid téi nghe
nhiing 16i minh néi d6 nia, thi tdi chac, ché toi
hét nghi roi. Khong sao, phan so6 t6i v duyén,
nén bi chong bi bac thi tdi chiu, t6i chang dam
phién trach ai. Toi cau chic cho minh kiém vg
khéc cho hon t6i, ddng minh viia long. ..

Co6 Ba Manh noi t6i dé thi c6 khoc rong,
noéi khong dugce nia.

Ba K¢ hién thay dau nhu vay, con con nhu
vay, thi ba tdc tdi nén ba cling khoc.

Thuong Tt da khong biét dong long ma
cdu lai dling day, khoat tay, ndi rang:
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— Tao v6i may thiét hét duyén ng roi. Thoi
ray sap lén dling cé qua lai bén nay niia. May
v€ ndi v6i cha me may rang kiém thang ré khac
biét cay bta, biét ti¢n tdn, cho xling vdi nhau,
ché tao 1a quéan choi bdi, cha me may khong ua
dugc.

Ba K& hién da nhat dinh khong thém néi
v6i con niia, ma thdy né hon hao ngang ngugc
qua, ba nin khong dugc, nén ba giut cay choi
16ng ba rugt danh va chudi om som. Thugng
Tt khong s¢ me rdy, nhung ma sg cay chdi
trang, nén cdu bd chay ra san roi leo 1én xe hoi
di mat.

Ba K& hién trd vo va khdc va nédi véi dau
rang:

— Ma v6 phudc qua! Ma c6 mot minh no,
ma thuong, nén ma lo cho né hét stic, lo cho
noé cé rudng dat cho nhiéu, roi lai lo cho né cé
vg cho tu té. N6 lai khong biét on, lai sanh tam
ngo nghich. Thoéi, n6 mudn hu, thoi thay ké né,
con chang nén buén. Con vé con ciing diing
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c6 thuat nhiing 161 n6 noi bay dé cho anh chi
nghe lam anh chi buén. D€ coi chling nao né
an nan cho biét.

Me chong nang dau khéc v6i nhau, ngudi
vO phudc, ké vo duyén, tuy sy dau dén khac
nhau, song cling buon tham nhu nhau ca. Ba
K¢& hién buon nhung ma ba kiém 16i khuyén
gidi dau luon luon. Ba khong dam noéi chuyén
Thugng TG qua xin 16i cha me vg ma & lai,
ma ba cling khong ddm tinh chuyén xin ruéc
dau vé & bén nay niia; ba cti khuyén dau dung
buon, ba ndi ¢ 1€ tai hai tudi xung khac, nén
vg chong phdi xao xdo nhu vay trong mot doi
thang roi méi thuan hoa.

DPén sang, c6 Ba Manh xin phép me chong
ma vé kéo cha me trong. Ba K¢ hién nghi phan
dau ba thuong hét stc, song vg chong n6 nhu
vay, ba cam & lai sao dudgc, bdi vay ba phai
mudén xe cho dau vé. Khi ¢c6 Ba Manh tu gia
me chdng ma 1én xe, c6 noi rang:
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— Théi, ma & day manh gidi. Chac la tu ray
sap 1én con it gap ma, bdi vi chong con cim
khong cho con qua day niia, con lam sao ma
tham viéng ma dugc...

CO noi t6i do thi co khéc vui. Ba dong long
ba cting khéc. Me con khoc v6i nhau mot hiép
nhu hoi hom vay ntia r6i méi tu biét nhau.

Ba K& hién tinh dé cho d4u vé it biia r6i ba
s€ qua ma noi thiét viéc nha cho anh sui chi sui
nghe, va héi anh sui chi sui coi bay gio phai liéu
1é nao, ché hu nén gi né ciing la con ré trong
nha, néu gian 1lay budng xui thi ciing ti nghiép
phén con, ma thién ha ngudi ta cing dam tiéu.
Ba tinh nhu vy ma hé ba nhé té6i viéc con thi
ba budn, ba lo, ba gidn, ba ttic, én khong ngon,
ngu khong dugc, trong vai ngay ba nham binh.

Ba tré tudi, ma lai manh mé ntia; thud nay
ba it hay nhtic d4u, nong lanh, s6 mii, moi tay
nhu may ba c6 tién khac. Hom nay vi ba rau ri
ndi con, an ngl khong dudgc, than thé bai oai,
din minh 6én lanh, ho khuc khac it tiéng roi
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khac ra cé vai cuc mau bang ngon tay ut vuéng
theo dam. Ba thdy vay ba kinh tam that sac,
biét binh hiém nghéeo. Ba lat dat hoi thing Ngb
xuong x6m dudi rudc thay thudéc Kham lén coi
mach hét thuoc cho ba uong.

Ba K& hién nhtit dinh lo dudng binh, kho-
ng thém lo viéc chi khac nita hét. Tuy bung ba
muon nhu vay, song ba nam mdt minh, tri ba
bat nhé chuyén ndy, chuyén no hoai, nhé thang
con ngd nghich da 16 moi hu réi, nhé chiing
binh hiém ngheéo s¢g khong séng lau dugc, ma
hé nham mat roi thi con gi su nghiép, cong phu
lon cui, trao trd, bay muu, lap k&€ gan 20 nam
truong, trong mot phut sé tan nhu khoi bay, sé
tiéu nhu bot nudec.

Ngudi 6 trong cai dia vi ctia ba ma khong lo
sao dugc, ma mac ching binh thé huyét hé lo
thi lam sao ma manh. Ba uéng nam sau thang
thuoc, khac khong c6 ra huyét niia, nhung ma
tam than mo mét, nudc da mét xanh, than thé
gdy mon, tay chon rii riét. Ba rang hét stc thi



186 § HO Biéu Chanh

trong buong xé ra ngoai van ma thai, ché ba
khong dam tinh budc ra khoi ctia.

Hom trude ba Hoi dong Thudng cho phép
con di tham me chong né. Chiing c6 Ba Manh
vé, ba hoi tham thang ré & bén lam viéc gi, thay
vg nd qua no c¢6 mung hay khong. Tuy co6 Ba
Manh khong quén 16i me chdng dan, nhung
ma viéc nha, cd gidu ai ché co6 1€ nao ddu me
rudt, huong chi duyén phan 16 lang, c6 am tic
kho ndi 6m ap trong long dugc, bai vay c6 ngdi
khi khdm thuét chuyén chong mang nhiéc x6
dudi lai cho me nghe.

Ba Hoi dong gian lam, song ba khong muon
16 cai nét gidn ctia ba cho con thay, nén ba can
rang ngodi lam thinh. Ba cd y trong coi nhu chi
sui ¢6 qua hodc xin 16i cho con, hodc xin dem
dau vé, thi ba sé noi phai quay cho chi sui nghe.
Ba trong dén thang chap ma khong thay sui hay
1a ré€ qua noi chuyén chi hét. Ba lay lam phién,
nén btia no ba tinh di qua My Hoi thdm chi sui
coi tai sao ma bt tin cho biét. Ong Hoi dong
can rang:
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— Ba di dau cho that cong. Khéo lam cho ho
khinh dé. Da biét minh c6 con géi, nén hu gi
minh ga mot 1an ma tho6i, dau mac ré€ hu, minh
cling khong 1€ bat con lai ma ga cho khac. Ma
thang T 1a d6 khon nan qua, né han hti dudi
x0 con Manh, t6i nghe né qua My Tho muén
nha ngl & v6i con di nao dé hon mdt thang
nay roi, bay gié ba con qua nan ni cho né vé
& v6i con minh hay sao? Khong duge. Do bat
hi€u nhu vay, tdi nhat dinh khong cho né budc
chon t6i nha t6i, ma t6i cing khong cho con
Manh qua bén niia. Con tdi thi n6 & nha tdi, c6
gioi nodi tiéng gi nia thi t6i day ma ndi.

Ba Hoi dong cudi ma dap rang:

—~ Ong diing ¢4 binh con ma néi nhu vay, chi
sui chi nghe chi phién. Con chi quay, ché chi &
v6i minh ¢6 mich long cho nao dau. Huong chi
con Manh da c¢ thai nghén ro6i bay gié minh
bat chét bat 1dng, té ra minh mudn phan ré vg
chong n6 hay sao. Minh vé phuéc gép thang ré
hoang dang, thi d€ thiing thang coi n6 lam sao,
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ché néu minh ndéng nay qua thi céi 16i tré vé
minh. D€ t6i qua tham chi sui thi coi chi néi
lam sao ma. Con ctia minh thi né & nha minh
do, ai bat di dau dugc ma 6ng sg.

Ba Ké hién dau nam chéo queo & nha mot
minh v6i hai dda &; Thuong Tt di biét khong
thay trd vé. Ba budn viéc nha, ba mudn qua
than thé véi sui gia ma di khong dugc; ba trong
cho thay Ban bi¢n Chi hodc cd6 Ba Ngoc dén
tham ma cting khong thay dén.

Ba méi dn mot chén chdo r6i nam ngoai
van ma nghi cho khoan khodt. Thinh linh ba
nghe c6 tiéng xe ngua chay vo sin. Ba bi€u con
Mang ra ctia coi cdé khach nao d6. Con Mang
budc ra roi lién chay vo thua rang:

— Thua, cé ba Ho6i dong qua.

Ba K€ hién rang ngdi day ma bd ba mét
lam. Ba Hoi dong budc vo trong, sui gia chao
hoéi nhau. Ba Hoi dong viia ngoi xong ké ba hoi
rang:
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— Chi dau sao d6 ma chi 6m di vay?

— H6m nay t6i binh di qua. Hom con Tu &
bén nay no trd vé bén thi toi c6 noi dé vai bia
roi toi qua tham anh chi. Té ra n6 vé roi thi ké
toi xang binh, di dau khong dugc hét.

— Bat nhon di hon! Vay ma & bén cd hay
dau. Chi rudc thay nao ma udng thudc, thay cé
noi dau chiing binh chi hay khong?

Theo thoi thudng, nhiing ngudi dau binh
hiém ngheéo cling nhu nhiing ngudi dau binh
kin, ho hay giau gi€m, khong mudn néi ching
binh cho ngudi ta biét. Ba Ké hién cling vay, ba
sg ndi thiét roi chi sui 6 bén don ra, thién ha di
nghi, béi vay ba ndi tré rang:

— Toi dau cting khong c6 chi lam; nhtic dau,
noéng lanh, rdi bai hodi tay chon, dn nga khong
dugc, tai vdy ma om. Toéi udng thudc ctia 6ng
thay Kham coi c6 moi khd khd, ma sao cling
con hoi mét hoai.
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— Chi nam xu6ng ma nghi. Pau ma ngoi
lam chi.

— Thua dugc. Mdi chi udng nudc.

Ba K& hién biéu con Mang bat vit 1am thit
ddng nau com. Ba Hoi dong khong cho, ba néi
ba méi an com roi di day, nén khong doi. Hai
sui gia n6i chuyén v6i nhau mot hoi lau, ba Hoi
dong khong thay chang ré, ba méi hoi rang:

— Thang Ba n6 di dau vang?
— N6 di hoai c6 biét dau ma noi.

Ba Ké hién tra 161 ma hoi ba mét, sic ba
buon lung lam.

Ba Hoi dong thay vay, ba khong ddm hoi
ntia va ba khuyén chi sui hay nam xuéng ma
nghi. Ba K€ hién liéu stic ngo6i rang niia khong
ndi, nén ba cdo 16i roi kéo goi ma nam. Vi con
né lam cho ba phién ndo nhiéu, nén ba nam
ma nudc mat chay rong rong. Ba Hoi dong biét
chi sui dau dén ndi con, nén ba day qua tém
trau ma an, dé€ cho chi sui nghi.
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Cach mot hoi, ba Ké hién lay khan hot me
lau nudc mat roi ndi rang:

— Toi khong de toi vo phudc dén doi nay!
Toi gidu ai chd gidu chi lam chi. To6i sanh c6
mot chut con, toi mudn cho né duogc tu té véi
nguodi ta. Hoi né con nho, tdi lo cho né an hoc,
ton hao bao nhiéu t6i khong ké. N6 di hoc thi
to6i & nha lao tAm tiéu tu, 1ap thé kiém tién sam
rudng ma dé cho con. Té ra né hoc, bang do
nhi phé, khong ra gi hét. Toi nghi thoi con hoc
khong dugc, thi cudi vo cho no, dang no6 cé doi
ban lo 1am dn véi ngudi ta. Cudi vg rdi, no lai
sanh ching hoang dang ct di choi hoai, khong
lo viéc chi hét ma lai han hai vo niia.

T6i mac thang con, thiét téi budn rau hét
stic. HOm nay t6i tinh dé qua noéi chuyén nha
cho anh chi nghe, ma r6i ké dau nén di khong
dugc. Toi biét t6i vo phudc ma anh chi ciing
vO phudc 1am. Phai t6i dé né nhu véy thi toi
cO cudi vg cho no lam chi. Ma théi, viéc da
16 roi, toi xin anh chi thuong, hi xa gium cho
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né. Khong biét chiling tai tudi hai dda né xung
khac nén méi sanh chuyén trac tré nhu vay. Dé
toi uéng thuoc it ngay tdi manh rdi toi kiém
thay gioi ma coi tudi lai coi. Toi thdy ho nhu
vay cling hiém, vg chong trac trd, ho lam dam
cudi, xay phong lai roi hoa thudn dn & v6i nhau
nhu thudng.

Ba Hoi dong thay chi sui thiét tinh ma lai
biét phai, ba khong né néi nang nhe, nén ba
suy nghi mdt hoi roi dap lai rang:

— Chi dau thi ct lo uong thudc cho mau

manh. Chuyén sap nhé dé€ sau roi sé tinh.

— Chi qua sao chi khoéng dat con Tu qua
choi?

— N6 cling muon di qua thdm chi lam, ngac
gl hom trudc thang Tu cdm khong cho no6 qua
bén nay nita, nén n6 khong dam di.

— Thang qui d6 ndi bay, hoi nao ma gidn
no.
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— Thay né hén né lung 1im. Ong it hay néi
ma tanh &ng git. Ong nghe né dudi x6 danh
chudi con nho 6ng gidn nén 6ng cam con nho

khong cho qua lai nita.

— Toi coi b con Tu né con thuong thing
lam.

— Thi n6 thuong ché sao, tai thang ky cuc
qua, chd c6 phai tai n6 dau... A, chi c6 hay viéc
gi khong?

- Viec gi?
— Con nho no c6 nghén.
— Véy hay sao?

— A, tai vay do, nén t6i khong muon cho né
di xe di ¢, so dan.

— Néu nd c6 nghén thi n6 phai ti€p dudng
khong nén di xe.

— N6 da dugi t6i ngay, ché phai n6 manh
mé nhu hoi trudc, thi t6i bi€u n6 qua & nudi
chi it biia.
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— Thoi, tudng la n6é manh thi qua choi, ché
n6 nhu vay thi qua lam chi.

Ba Hoi dong & ndi chuyén choi t6i x€ mat
ba mdi vé.

Chi sui veé roi, ba K€ hién cang buon hon
ntia. Luc noéi chuyén véi chi sui, ba gidu, vi
khong né khai hét cdi tdi clia con ra, ché tu
bitta Thugng Tt ray vo roi cau bo 1én xe ma di,
thi cau di biét mat, khong c6 1éo vé nha niia, ba
K¢ hién dau ma cau khong hay, ma ba gian, ba
cling khong thém sai ai di kiém.

Cau Thugng Tt di dau di vay?

Cau co di dau. Cau lén My Tho, cau & Tam
Hoa khach 1au ma choi; cdu ¢6 théem di dau xa
lam chi, ma cau khong mudn vé nha ché.

Cau mé man cO6 Hai Hau, nén deo duoi
theo vg chong thay thong Hang ma cdy lam
mai. Ban d4u thay thong Hang ndi rang c6 Hai
H4u da danh ciu roi, nhung vi cdu cé vg, nén
c0 khong dam gan. Céu ndi cdu da bo vg rdi, va
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cdu cdy thay thong trao 10i lai rang, néu c6 ung
cau thi cau thé chic cau sé lam cho c6 dugc
hanh phudc tron doi. Céach it btia, thay thong
dua cho cdu mot phong tho ma noéi rang: “Biia
nay & nha to6i 1én tham c¢6 Hai Hau va ludn dip
noi gitm chuyén cho cau. Co6 c6 géi mot cai
tho ma trd 161 cho cdu day. Tho ndéi chuyén gi
khong biét. Cau md ra ma coi.

Thugng Tu nghe ndi c6 Hai Hau gdi tho
thi cau muing qua, lat dat mé ra ma doc. Tho
nhu vay:

“Thay Tu rdt yéu ddu oi!

“Em khong dé phan hén mon vung vé ndy
ma cé phudc dvgc thdy chiéu co6. Em rdt cdm
cdi tinh tri ngd dy, chang biét chi ma dén boi,
chi nguyén 6m khoi tinh ma cho chiing nao thay
thiéu nguidi noi trg thi em sé xin vdi thdy cho em
theo hdau ha, dang sém dung chén com, chiéu
rét tach nudc, cho phi tinh kinh trong buc vin
nhon”.
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Em thé quyét dau phdi chd dén bac ddau em
ciing rang chd, song néu thdy cé long thuong thi
xin cho chut vat mon lam tin, ddng khi nhé nhau
thi dé ra ma nhin, cho ngudi bét doan sdu phan
cach. Vai hang so lugc, cudi xin quan tii dung
tinh”. H.H.

Thuong Tu cam buc tho coi di coi lai hai
ba lan. Thay thong Hang ngoéi liéc mat dom
cdu thi thay sac dién ciu tuci r6i ma miéng lai
chum chim cudi. Thay biét ca da nhap mai rdi,
nén thay hoi rang:

— Tho noi sao do cau?

Thuogng Tt lién trao cdi tho cho thay thong
coi. Thay coi xong roi thay tra lai va cudi noi
rang:

— Toi doan hay hon? Toi thay bo thi toi biét
cO da chiu r6i ma. Cau cam on t6i hay khong,
hu?

Thugng Tt gt dau lia lia ma dép rang:



Con nha giau § 197

— Mang on lam. Cho ky tén ma viét 2 chi
H.H. la nghia gi vay?

— Cau dot qua! Hai chi H dé 1a Hai Hau
ché gi.

— A phdi. Ma khong biét tho nay chii ¢6
viét hay la c6 mugn ai?

— C6 biét chii, c6 1é c6 viét, ché chuyén kin
ma cd mugn ai.

— Chii con gai ma viét hay qua.

— Theo tho do6 thi ¢ noi chling nao cau
ranh rang, khong cé vg, thi ¢ sé ung cau, dau
phai cho dén gia c6 cling cho, song bay gis c6
xin cdu dua cho ¢6 mot vai vat gi dé lam ky
niém. C6 noi nghe ¢6 tinh qua. Vay ciu tinh
sao day?

Thuong Tt ngoi suy nghi moét hoi roi ndi
rang:

— Dau c6 Hai khong c6 bugc nhu vay, t6i
cling khong thé & véi vo t6i dugce. Do ky qua,
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chiu khong ndi. D€ thung thang rdi toi sé lam
don dén Toa ma xin pha hon thu. Bay gid cho
c6 mot vat gi d€ lam ky niém, khong biét mua

giong gi ma cho day.

Cau noi t6i do rdi cau chau may ma suy
nghi nita. Thay thong Hang noi rang:

— Mua giong gi thi cau liéu, t6i c6 biét dau.
Nhung ma c6 Hai H4u la ngu6i dung dan, néu
muon ky niém thi phai mua do cho xting dang
ché cho do6 bay ba c6 khinh dé.

— Theo y thay, bay gio phai mua vat gi?

— Ky niém cho dan ba con gdi thi phdi mua
do nt trang, nhu bong tai, hodc ca rd, hodc day
chuyén, hodc vong, ma thii nao ciing phai nhan
hét xoan coi méi dugec... Cha cha! Malam nhu
vay coi dung, song phai ton téi ndm bay tram.

- Oi! C6 hai gi viéc do; ton bao nhiéu cling
dugc ma. Thay xin phép di Sai Gon mdt bia
vGi t6i ddng mua do choi.
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— Pugc. Ma mua thd hot xoan do do toi
khong hiéu. O nha t6i n6 thao lam, dé t6i mugn
ndé di véi minh.

— Néu dugc véy thi tét lam ... Biia nay thd
5 ro0i; thoi thay xin phép trudc, sém moi maét,
nham thi 7, minh di.

Hen ho xong rdi, Thugng Td nghi trong
bop phoi con céd 700 dong bac, s¢g e mua do
khong du, nén cdu tinh vé nha o bé me ma xin
tién thém.

Vi cau bo nha di trét thang, cau sg me gian
ma khong cho tién, nén tré vé cau ém ai lam,
xe vO san cau khong dam bop ken, lac vé nha
cau di giay khong ddm budc manh. Phia truéc
ctia dong bi bit, cau phai di vong ra phia sau.
Ma phia sau ciing vang hoe, ciu ngé quanh
quat thay c6 mot minh con Mang duong lui cui
nau com dudi nha bép, cau bén budc xudng
héi rang:

— M4 tao di dau, Mang?
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Con Mang dap rang:
— Ba khong c6 nam trén van hay sao?
— Khong.
— Néu vay thi chac ba vo nam trong budng.

— Méi chting ndy ma nam trong budng noi
i?
gl °

— Tt hom cau di dén nay, ba rau ba dau,
nén ba nam trong budng hoai.

— Dau giong gi?
— Ba ho, roi nhtic dau ndng lanh.

Thuong Tt nghe ndi dau, ma cau khong t6
dau lo so chi hét, cau lai chum chim cu¢i réi di
ri€t vo budng ma kiém me. Cau khoat mung
thdy me nam chéo queo, cau hoi rang:

— M4 dau sao do6 ma?

Ba K& hién md mat thay con, ba rang chong
tay ngdi day ma ndi rang:
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— May di dau sao khong di luén di, con tré
vé lam gi? May tinh vé ma choc cho tao gidn,
ddng tao chét cho mau phai hon?

— Pi choi ma.

— Thi di choi, ché ai néi may di dau. Thoi,
tao khong biét me con gi nita. Di dau thi di cho
khuét con mat tao, chét bo chét bui gi thi chét
phiit cho réi. B6 khén nan [am!

— Gidng gi ma khon nan!

Thugng T4 tinh vé xin tién, chang dé md&i
dat dau vo nha thi bi me ray ra. Cau da nghe
con Mang noi tai cdu di nén ba rau ba dau, ma
cau khong théem dé€ y dén ciu noi ay; cau cu
nghi trong tri rang me € minh nén me quau,
khong biét lam sao ma xin bay gio.

Cau bo ra ngoai trudc, di ngang qua ban
thd cha, cdu khong them ngd; cdu di t6i hang
ba roi chép tay sau dit qua lai lai qua ma suy
nghi: con cé 700 dong bac, néu mua do hét roi
lay gl ma xai? Ma bay gid me duong gian, lam
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sao ma xin tién cho dugc? Cau di mot hoi roi
cdu trd vo nha trong; cdu thdy me da ra nam
trén van, cdu lai ngdi mot bén ma hoi rang:

— M4 dau sao do6 vay ma?

— Tao dau sao mdc ké tao; may hédi lam gi?
May c6 ké dén ai ddu ma may hoi?

— M4 gian thiét hay sao?

— Tao thu, tao odn may, ché khong phai
gian ma thoi dau!

— Me ma tht 0dn con cdi gi!

— Tao dé may do la dé yéu, dé qui, ché
khong phai la dé con. B&i yéu qui nén mdi theo
ma bdo ddi tao nhu vay do.

— Ma chudi rua hay la ma danh toi tu y ma.
M4 lam cho da nu gian ctia ma di. Ma muon
lam sao toi cling chiu hét thay.

— Khéo néi liéu mang.

— Thiét ché liéu mang.
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Ba K& hién day qua cho khac, khong them
noéi nita. Thugng Td thady me da diu roi, cau
tinh d€ thiing thang roi sé on ¥, nén ciu thay do
mat roi di ra vidn ma choi. Dén toi cau theo da
13, ki€ém chuyén ma néi v6i me. Tinh me con
duong hoi gian thi néi cho hung, ché khong
thé nao ma dut dudgc, boi vay ba ém lan lan,
tinh thiia lic con biét 16i ma khuyén do né.

Thugng Tu nhon dip &y mdi xin tién, cau
xin me dua s6 bac trudc cho cau, rdi ra giéng
me gop lua rudng huong hda ma lay lai. Ba K&
hién nghe noi téi bac tién rudng dat thi ba phat
gian 1én lai, nén ba hoi rang:

— Té ra may vé day la vé khao tién hay sao?
D6 khon nan! Mot dong xu cliing khong dugc,
diing c6 mong xin tién tao nita. Tha la cua nay
tao dé€ cho ché an.

Thuong Tt xin tién khong dugc, nén cau
ngt mot dém rdi sdng blia sau cau trg 1én My

Tho.
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DPén thu bay, ciu rudc vg chong thay thong
Hang di Sai Gon. Co6 thong bay mua mét miéng
mé dai dong v6i moét chiéc ca ra nhan hot xoan,
hai mén gid ndm tram rudi. Chiéu tré vé My
Tho, cau trao do ay cho c6 thong va viét mot cai
tho roi cdy c6 dem dua gium cho c6 Hai Hau,
c6 thong di mot hoi rdi trd vé ndi rang cd Hai
H4u dugc tho va do ky niém thi c6 muing lam,
co lai cé g&i mot cdi khan mu soa lua cta co
théu dé cho cau lam tin. Thugng Tu lay khan
dé& ra coi roi cau x€p bo tui, bo tran trong han

hoan vo cung.

bém dé Thugng Tu than véi thay thong
rang cau hét tién, khong biét lam sao cho cé
vai ngan dong bac ma xai. Thay thong néi rang
béy gi¢ cau c6 tu tinh véi c6 Hai Hau, khong 1€
dén 6ng Giao Chudt ma vay nia, vay dé thay
kiém Cha-va ma vay gitim cho cdu. Thay thong
1a ngudi lo lang gidi, bai vay thay lo trong vai
ngay, xin gitim sao luc chic ngon, dia b, roi
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Thuong Tu dem thé cho Cha ma lay hai ngan
dong bac dé nhu choi. Thugng T c6 tién rdi,
cdu c6 can gi ma vé nha niia, bd vay me rau, me

dau, thi me chiu, cau xai, cau chai, thi ciu vui!
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CHUONG 8

in d€ vg phai trung du bang ¢ nhu

ludt dinh, thi toa mdéi lén an ma huay
hon thu. Theo nhu 16i ctia thiy thong Hang cat
nghia luat HO thudc vé ngudi Annam ban hanh
nam 1883, thi téa cho dé€ vg la khi nao nguoi
dan ba c6 pham mot 16i trong may 161 nay:

1) Lay trai chong bat dugc c6 du bang cé;
2) Bo nha chong ma tron; 3) Banh dap cha me
chong hodc cac ngudi truong thugng khac bén
chong; 4) Pham tdi bi toa hinh kéu an lam mat

danh gia.

Vi nhu ngudi dan ba khong c6 pham mét
16i nao trong may 16i a4y, ma chong cling muén
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xin dé", thi it ntia phai ki€ém bang c6 chi ro
rang vo minh hodc bat kinh véi cong co, hoac
hay ngoi 1é d6i mach, hodc c6 tanh gian gido
trom cap, hodc ghen tuong lam ndo dong trong
gia dinh, hoac c6 tat binh khong thé sanh con
ndi dong cho chong dugc. Ma phai nhé hé vg
chong hoi mdéi cudi ngheo nan, bay gio tré nén
giau c6, hodc ngudi vg da cé chiu tang cho cha
me Ong ba bén chdng 3 ndm, hodc ngudi vg
khong con cha me ba con ma trd vé nuong dua
dugc, thi Toa khong chiu cho dé bo.

Thuong Tt suy xét ra thi vo minh khong cé
pham mot cdi 16i nho nao trong may céi 16i cua
thay thong Hang ké do. Bay gio phai lam sao?
Thay thong Hang noéi vi nhu vg chong dong
tinh dat nhau dén Toa xin dé thi dugc, song
lam nhu vay la khi nao cuéi vé an & cho dugc it
nta la 2 ndm sap lén, va ngudi chong phai trén
25 tudi, con ngudi vg phai tron 21 tudi thi méi
dugc. Lam thé nay cling khong dugc niia, béi
vi vg chong cau méi cudi cé6 may thang, chong
mdéi cé 19 tudi, vg méi cé 18 tudi ma thoi.

14 ly di



Con nha giau § 209

Thugng Tt con duong lo liéu vé sy dé€ vg,
thi ngay Tét da gan t6i, dudng nao thién ha di
chg cling dap déu, nha nao ngudi ta ciing don
dep loa an Tét. Nhiing ban choi boi co 1é ho
cling nghi dé€ stia soan an Tét, nén miy khach
san ttiu lau coi vang hoe. Thugng Tt buon, nén
sém md&i ba muoi Tét, cau trd vé nha.

Ba K& hién hém nay khong thd huyét niia,
nhung ma an chua biét ngon, nam khong muén
ngt, nén hinh dang 6m nhach, nuéc da mét
xanh.

Biia 30 Tét, thay Ban bién Chi 1én coi biéu
ta dién ta thé quét tudc nha ctia, chui lau ban
tho. Thugnng T vé thay trong nha ling xdng
thi cudi ma noéi rang:

— Anh Hai, anh lam coi dugc qua! Téi néi
toi vé dang coi don nha an Tét, té ra anh lam
trudc toi chd!

Céu mon trén vé6i anh réi di thang vo nha
trong ma hoi me rang:
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— Ma ¢6 di chg Tét hay khong ma? Hong,
cam nam nay nhiéu qua. Dua hau cling nhiéu
nlia, ma toi nghe néi ho ban mac hon moi ndm.

Ba Ké hién nghi con v6 tinh v6 nghia, minh

dau n6 khong & nha ma nudi, di da them roi vé
no6 cting khong thém hoi tham coi minh manh
hay chua, b&i vay ba gidan ba khong thém noi di
noi lai mot ti€éng chi hét.
Thuong Tt thay d6 mat xong rdi trd ra ngoai
trudc ngoi nédi chuyén véi anh. Thay Ban bién
Chi thay nha don dep da gan roi, ma lai cé em
v€ ntia, nén thay doi ndn tinh di vé, dé chiéu
1oi s€ 1én cing rudc 6ng ba. Thugng T di theo
anh ra ctia roi hoi anh rang:

— Anh Hai, ldc ndy anh khd hay khong,
anh?

— Lam giong gi ma kha?
— Téi nghe néi anh c6 mac ng phai hon?

— Em hoéi chi vay?
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— Hoi cho biét vay ma.
— Co mac chut dinh, ché sao cho khoi dugec.
— Anh mac ng anh lam sao anh tra?

— Thi thang thing 1an héi tra cho ngudi ta
ché biét lam sao?

— Anh muén co tién trd ng hon?
— Lam sao ma mudn dugc?

— T6i muon hai anh em minh néi véi ma
mua ndy phai d€ cho anh em minh gép hué lgi
huong hoa va phan thuc luon hét thay. Ma da
cé phan dudng lao roi, con hudng hué lgi téi
phan thuc cia minh la nghia gi.

— Thi em néi véi di di.

— To6i nd6i may lan ma cu ray t6i hoai. Pau
bay gid anh noi thi coi.

Thay Ban bién dung suy nghi mdt hoi roi
ndi rang:
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— Thoi, @€ mai c6 con Ba nd vé roi em xui
no noi.

Thugng Tu git dau dap rang:

- O dugc, d€ mai chi Ba vé miing tudi, toi
sé xui chi ndi. Mién la chi khéi dau, roi toi tiép
cho.

Thiét qua sém mdi mung mot Tét cd co
Ba Tran Thi Nga v6i chong la Huong chu Ha
Trung Hau & dudi Chg Gao 1én miing tuoi.
Hai vg chong ghé nha thay Ban bién Chi trudec.
Thay Ban bién dem may 16i ctia Thuong Tt noi
hoém qua ma thudt lai cho em gai nghe. C6 Ba
Ngoc ndi rang:

— Dau n6 khong xui t6i ciing ndi. Khong
phai t6i ham an, ngdt vi chuyén tc qud, nhin
lam sao cho dugc. Anh nghi dé ma coi, cha me
minh lam d6 mod héi x6t con mat méi co su
nghiép do. Bay gid anh em minh khong dugc
hudng, d€ cho nguoi dung ho gianh ho dn hét
nhu vdy, minh nin dugc hay sao? Cdi ngudi ma
bay muu thiét ké dang giut gia tai ctia nguoi ta
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nhu vay, 6ng trdi nao ma cho hudng lau dai.
Véy ché anh khong c6 nghe chuyén ba Ca nao
¢ duéi Go Cong do, ba cling doat hét gia tai ctia
con chdu bén chong ma dé cho con ré ba, té ra
ong troi c6 con mat, thang ré ba an dugc co it
ndm roi dau hong cut 1udi ma chét, an khong
dugc, bo rudng dat lai cho thién ha hudng, ma
lai con mang ti€éng xau véi doi nita do sao.

Huong chu Hau nghe vo néi nhu vay thi
can rang:

~ Y cha da dinh nhu vy, thi minh phai
vung, chd néi lam chi cho mich long. G doi
nhon nghia méi qui, chg bac tién ruong dat
ma qui gi. Pa biét minh tic nén minh phai ndi,
nhung ma noi ra thi chi cho khéi dong t6i vong
hon cua cha. Thoi, nin thinh délam ra 16p khac
ma an tét hon.

Co6 Ba Ngoc cudi gin rdi dap rang:

— Minh lam Phat dugc thi minh lam, ché
toi con vudng hong tran, toi tu bi khong dugc.
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Noi chuyén choi mét lat réi vg chong Ban
bién Chi véi vg chong Huong chtt Hau dat
nhau 1én nha thd ma mung tudi 6ng ba. bén
Xuan nhyt ba K€ hién cling phai rang rt mdt
g6 dau thay quan doi ao, nhung ma dao nha
khoéng yén, nén ba chiang cé chut chi vui vé.

Miing tudi 6ng ba xong roi, c6 Ba Ngoc hoi
ba K& hién rang:

— Do nay sao coi di 6m dii vay di?

— Di dau gan 2 thang nay khong ém sao
dugc.

— Di dau sao do?

— Bi céi thiang tiéu quy trong nha né lam
cho di buon rau, nén mdéi mang binh. Cuéi vg
cho t t€ cho nd, no lai lam phach, n6 danh
nguoi ta roi bd tré vé bén nay. Ngudi ta theo
qua, nd lai x6 dudi ngudi ta nita. Xua ray no6
1én d&n dAm nam dé may nha nga trén My Tho
ddng theo di theo di€ém; né mdi troi vé hdi hom
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qua d6 da. Di nghi thiét 6ng vé phudc lam, nén
viia mGi nham mat 1a con da hu roi!

— Néu vay thi Tét nay con Tu khong cé vé
bén nay.

— N6 da danh duéi con no roi nd c6 thém
qua bén niia ddu ma con no dam qua. Xua ray
di mac c6 binh, di ciing khong di qua bén dugc
ma ndi phai trai.

— Thang Tu nd con kho dai, ham choi bai,
di & trong nha di phdi day né, ché di noi tai cha
t6i vo phudc, roi di bd phé cho né hu sao dugc.

— NO c6 dém xia gi dén ai ddu ma ran day.
Di ndi nd gat ngang ludn luén. Thoi, di lo than
di; di khong k& con cai gi ntia hét. D6 khon
nan, né mudn xach bi thay ké né.

— Khong biét chiing tai né khong ung con
bac Hoi dong Thudng, ma di ép no, nén bay
gid vg chong n6 mdi trac trd. Di phai tinh lam
sao, chd di gidn 1dy di noi vay sao duge. N6 &
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v6i di ma di khong day do kém ché, di d€ né
hu, thi di ¢6 16i v6i cha nhiéu lam.

Ba K€ hién da buon rdi, ma ba nghe may
tiéng gay gat cua con ghé nhu vy, thi ba lai
cang budn hon ntia, nén ba ngoi ldng thinh.

Co6 Ba Ngoc budc lai tém trau ma an va néi
rang:

— Bita nay cd anh em t6i vé du mdt, vay xin
phép di dé cho tdi ndi chuyén nha mot chat;
cha mat ma cha da cé chia rudng dat cho cac
con, ddia nao c6 phan dua nay. Di thi cling c6
phan dudng lao nhu may anh em t6i. Nay lua
ho gdt gan rodi, vay xin di soan t6 ta coi phan
cla ai thi giao cho ndy ddng c6 gép laa rudng,
kéo ta dién ho lam hao hét hét.

Ba Ké hién chau may ngam nghi mot lat roi
ba dap rang:

— Theo t& chiic ngdn tuong phan, thi di an
hué lgi hét thay ruong dat cho t6i chling nao di
chét, cac con méi hudng dugce. Chuc ngéon nhu
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vdy, ma con Ba biéu giao t¢ td, giao lam sao
dugc.

— Cta la cua cha me t6i lam ra. Luc cha to6i
uon yéu di on ¥ am muu ddng cha toi lam chua
ngon nhu vay. Bay gio thiét di nhtt dinh doat
hét gia tai cia cha me t6i ma &n mot minh hay
sao?

— Tai y 6ng dinh nhu vay, ché di muon sao
dugc. Sao hoi 6ng lap tuong phén, con Ba kho-
ng bi€u Ong stia lai, d€ ky tén du hét, roi bay gis
noi cai gi?

— Hu! Di ndi x6c¢ hong tdi lam chi! Tai toi
thuong cha t6i [am nén mdi ky tén, ché khong
phai t6i dai dau. Xin di hay suy nghi lai: cta
cha me ngudi ta lam d6 mo hoi x6t con mat,
ma ngudi ta khong dugc hudng; con minh la
ngudi dung khong c6 conglao chi hét, ma minh
am muu doat hét ma an, thi an sao cho bén. Toi
da c6 thay nhiéu cai guong rdi, an khong dugc
dau di.
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— Bay git con Ba no rtia toi chd.

— Khong phai rua. Toi néi chuyén cho di
nghe vay, ché ai ma dam raa di. Di cling biét
toi khong phai ngheo cuyc gi nén vé day ma doi
gia tai. Toi ndi 1a vi viéc chung, vi lé ngay. Di
nghi dé ma coi, anh Hai t6i la truéng nam, ma
di am muu lam cho phéan an ctia 4nh thua phan
cua thang Tu, cdi nha thdo anh khong dugc 6.
Di lam nhu vdy khong tc anh hay sao? Da vay
ma di khong cho danh lanh hué lgi phan dn cta
anh niia, thi dnh lay chi ma trd ng trd nan cho
nguoi ta. Di phai xét lai, khong nén & ac qua
nhu vay.

Ba K& hién ngoi ldng thinh.

Thuong Tu nady gi¢ ngdi nghe ché khong
noi chi hét. Chuing thay me diu rdi cau méi xen
vO ma ndi rang:

— Chi Ba ndi d6 phai lam. Vi nhu ma c6 gat
gao, ma khong cho hué lgi phan thuc, thi ma
cting phai cho dn hué lgi huong hda, ché ma



Con nha giau § 219

gianh hét sao dugc. Ma dm t6i hué lgi huong
héa nita thi anh Hai lay gi ma cung quay 6ng
ba?

Ba K& hién trgn mat ngd Thugng Td ma
mang rang:

— Tha do hu ciing xen v ndi chét chét.
Khon di a! Tao cho, dé tao cho thang Hai an
hué lgi huong héa. Tao cho m¢t minh né ma
thoi, ché tao khong cho may dau ma ndi chon
ron. Giao hué lgi huong hoa cho may ding
may cung mdy con di may thang diém, ché
may cung ai.

Thugng Tt quau mat dap rang:

— Ma khong giao cho t6i sao dugc.

~ U, tao khong giao, my c6 gioi thi di kién
tao di.

— Ky xua ma hita ma giao, bay gié ma choi
hay sao?
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— Tudng may tu té kia, chéd may theo dang
diém bay gio mdt hot lua tao cing khong cho.

Thugng Tt run vai diing day bo di ra phia
trude. Co Ba Ngoc ben ti€p ma ndi véi véi me

ghé rang:

— Toi cd can gi xin hué lgi huong hoa cho
anh Hai t6i dau, bdi vi hué lgi ay ty nhién di
phai giao, ché khong 1€ di gianh ma gi6é me toi
dugc. Toi noi nay gio dd 1a noi hué lgi vé phan
thuc kia.

— To6i muén cho ai an phan nao tdi cho,
bang t6i khong muon thi thoi, khong ai ép toi
dugc. Ai cd nai tc thi lén Toa ma kién.

— Di dling c6 thach d6 ma. Néu di kién ra
gitia Toa, t6i noi di cang thém xau ho, ché tot
gi d6 ma muon cho toi kién.

— T6i xau thi ho ciing khong tot gi.
— Ho la ai?

— Biét dau.
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Thay Ban bién Chi véi Huong cht Hau
thdy c6 Ba Ngoc muon ndi hon, s¢g ngdi nodi
dan lan rdi sanh ray, nén ra dau co6 vé. Thugng
T thay do roi lay xe chay theo xuong nha thay
Ban bién. Mdy anh em ngdi ndi chuyén véi
nhau om soOm, ma chiang nghe chuyén gi khac
hon 1a chuyén gia tai. Thugng Tt noéi rang:

— Toi cling bi€t ma t6i thau hué loi thi c6
ich cho t6i, bdi vi thau ma tich tri do, thi ngay
sau toi hudng, chd ai ma vo d6. Nhung ma t6i
khong tham bay nhu vay. Rudng dat 1a rudng
dat ctia cha, ba anh em minh 1a con hét thay, thi
phai hudng dong véi nhau, cé 1€ nao toi gianh
giut ma dn t6i phan cua anh Hai va cta chi Ba
nta. Toi c6 ndi véi ma toi hoai, tdi bi€u cho an
hét thay di. Tai bung ma t6i tham qua nén mdi
duc dac do6. Hoi cudi vg cho t6i ciing vay da.
Thay ngudi ta giau, nén muodn dem nhét toi vo
dé dang an ctia. Lam chi vay khong biét. Phai
thi thoi, ché giau nghéo la nghia gi.
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Co6 Ba Ngoc nghe em ndi hanh me, nhung
ma cau nodi nao cling cd y nghia, bdi vay co
khuyén rang:

— Chuyén gi em cai vé6i di thi em cai ché
con viéc vg chong thi chi khuyén em dling co
cai bdi vi chi biét hai vg chong bac hoi dong
hién dtc lam, ma tanh nét con Tu ciing dé
thuong ntia. Em c6 vg nhu vay, thi la cé phuéc
lam r6i, em khong nén thao truc.

Thugng Tt lac dau dap rang:

— Khong c6 dugc chi Ba a. Toi biét vg toi
thuong t6i lam, nhung ma téi thuong né kho-
ng vo.

— Tai sao vay?

— Tai khong phai duyén ng, hay la tai sao
khong biét.

— Sao em biét khong phai duyén ng? Em
dung c6 ndi nhu vay. Thoi san day em chay xe
qua mung tuoi cha me vg em di.
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— Ai di dau vay cho dugc. Mac ¢ lam na.
To6i dudi né roi, bay gid con 1ét qua thi coi sao
dugc. Toi tinh dé€ an Tét roi, toi cay nguoi ta nodi
v6i no6 v don xin Toa pha hon thu cho réi. Toi
muodn cho né vd don dé hon, ché toi vo don s¢
Toa bat bé khé 1am.

~ E! Dling c6 néi bay na. Giéng gi ma pha
hon thu!

— Thi vg chong khong hoa thuan, tot hon
1a pha hon thu phtt cho r6i, ding né lay chong
khac, t6i cudi vg khac ma lam an ché sao.

— Em dling c¢6 noéi nhu vay. Vg chong con
nho, sao khodi can dan chut dinh. Néu moi
nguoi hé ray 1on véi vg déu xin dé hét thay, thi
chi tuéng chang con cdp vg chdng nao hét.

— Chi khéng hiéu chuyén ctia toi, dé€ sau roi
chi sé biét.

— Chi khoéng can hiéu chuyén cta em lam
gi. Chi mu6n vg chong em thudn hoa véi nhau
ma & doi thi tot hon.
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— Toi coi thé khong dugc.

Thay Ban bién v6i Huong cht clng tiép
v6i ¢6 Ba Ngoc ma khuyén Thugng Tu phai
di muing tudi bén vg, Thugng Tt nhtit dinh
khong chiu di, cii & dé an uong, ndi chuyén
choi hoai. Dén x€ vg chong Huong cht Hau tu
ma vé. Thugng Tt khong cho di xe ngua, theo
ép phai lén xe hoi cho cidu dua vé Chg Gao.
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CHUONG 9

An Tét roi, Thugng T cling lan quin
trén chg My Tho, ché khong chiu vé
bén vg, khong chiu & nha, ma cling khong
mudn di choi dén xtt nao khac. Chang phai My
Tho c6 thang canh hay la ¢ cudc vui gi dén nodi
cau mé mét khong thé néi chun ra khoi dugc.

Cau dén My Tho 1a tai My Tho c6 c6 Hai
HAu, cling nhu cay kim dia ban ct xay" vé
hudng bac 1a tai tanh chat cuc dd nam cham
gan noi dau cdy kim phai ngé huéng bac ma
thoi. Vi nhu trong lic nay ma 6ng Gido Chudt
doi nha xuéng & My Hoi, thi co 1€ cau tré vé
My Hoéi ché khong 1én My Tho lam gi.

15 xoay
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Mot budi chiéu, Thugng Tt chay xe di choi
mot vong ngang nha cé Hai Hau, r6i cau trg vé
nha hang ngodi udng rugu cam chiing ma cho
thay thong Hang. C6 mot dtia nho 6m nhut
trinh di ban, n6 ghé lai ban cau ngdi ma maoi:

— Mua nhut trinh, thay. Nhut trinh bita nay
hay lam!

Cau vi cai tiéng “thay” nén moc tii quang
ra mdt cac bac ma lay mot t6 nhyt trinh. Céu
md& nhut trinh ra, 1at qua 14t lai, thay c6 hai chi
16n “Hi tin”, cau bén doc nhu vay:

“Bbn bao l1dy lam vui mting ma nghe tin M.
Ngo6 Thtia Ké, pho luc sy Toa so Sai Gon la anh
em ban hoc ctia bon bao Tong ly, ngay 25 thang
giéng nay sé lam 1€ giao duyén cling c6 Truong
Thi H4u, 1a i nii cta 6ng Truong Van Chudt,
cyu gido su & My Tho.

Bon bao cau chuic cho Ngo - Truong hai ho
sac cdm hdo hiép, noi téc tram nam”,
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Thuong Tt doc bai ay roi thi mdt may tai
1ét, cap mat choa loa, mo hoi dam dé, tay chon
bun run. Cau ngodi khong dugc nén budng to
nhyt trinh trén ban ma ding day, dung ban
nga ly rugu, ly bé, rugu chay uét gach. Thang
boi lat dat chay lai, mot tay lay t& nhut trinh,
mot tay luom miéng ly bé. Thugng Tu chau
may, chong nanh diing ma ngo.

Thay thong Hang & ngoai budc vo, miéng
cudi ngon ngoan, vo vai Thugng Td ma hoi
rang:

— Gian ai ma d6 rugu dap ly do6?

Thugng Tu xu mat, budc lai giut t6 nhuy
trinh trén tay thang boi va dua cho thay thong
Héng va chi bai “Hi tin” ma noi rang:

— Thay doc thi biét cai gi vay hu?

Thay thong Hang diing doc dtt bai roi thay
kéo ghé ma ngoi, tay x€p t6 nhut trinh lai rat ky
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ludng, miéng thay noéi chdm rai rang:

— Cai gi ma ky vay kia! C6 da hua véi cau
chac chan qua, ma sao bay gio lai 1y chong.
Bung dan ba con gdi thi¢t kho do!

Thugng Tt chau may xu mat, di qua di lai,
giay khua com cop trén gach, rdi cau giut to
nhut trinh xép bo tdi va néi rang:

— D6 khon nan, d6 v6 hau, n6 mudén nhu
vay dé roi no coi.

Thay thong ngo6 cdu lom lom ma hoi rang:

— Cau tinh sao bay gio?

— Toi lén Sai Gon to6i mudn nhut trinh an
hanh buc tho né géi cho t6i do, lam n6é mang
xau cho biét chiing.

— Céu chang nén ndéng ndy 1dm. N6 co tién,
ma bay gid né lay chong thong thao ludt niia;
thing thang ma tinh, ché lam bat ti né kién
thé€ dién minh mang khon.
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— Toi ndi bong 1ong, ché tdi ndi chi danh
né lam chi ma sg né kién.

— Néu cau ndi bong 16ng thi lam sao cho né
mang xau dugc?

— Vay bay gi¢ lam sao?
— Toi biéu d€ thing thang roi sé tinh.

— Con boén nam biia ntia chong cudi né,
thing thang cai gi ...N4y t6i tinh nhu vay: toi
dem cai tho t6i mudn thg chup hinh ho chup lai
roi toi goi theo kiéu tho phat cho thiang chong
né moét cai doc choi. Hé chong né doc tho, ma
thay trong nhut trinh ndi nta, thi tu nhién n6
hiéu. Lam nhu vay dugc hay khong?

— Khong dugc. Cau lam vay thi cau bi kién
thé dién lién.

— NO c6 biét t6i dau ma kién.

— N6 kién nha nhut trinh thi 16i cdu ra ché

\

gl.
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— T6i dan trudc nha nhuyt trinh ding chi
toi.

— Tréi oi! Cau ndi chuyén nghe dé nhu
choi. Cau an hanh mot btic tho quan hé nhu
vay, lam pham danh gid mdt con ngudi gdi nha
giau ma lai la vg mot 6ng pho luc sy, néu cau
khong lanh trach nham thi nha nhuyt trinh nao
dam in.

— T6i chiu tién cho ho.

— Gioi lam ciu chiu mot vai tram dong bac,
roi ngudi ta bi kién thuong thé dién mot doi
mudn, chét ngudi ta con gi.

— Thi né viét tho cho t6i, no thé thot sé lam
vg chong vdéi toi, bay gid nd lay chong khac, t6i
in tho cho thién ha biét cai théi vo hau cta no
choi, né kién tbi sao dugc.

— N0 viét tho riéng cho cau, ché né cé cho
phép cau an hanh vao nhuyt trinh dau. ba vay
ma no khong cé ky tén thiét, chiing cdu an
hanh vao nhut trinh va ciu néi no, réi né choi
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cau mai lam sao?
— Chit n6 viét, bay gid n6 choi sao dugc.

— Sao cdu biét chac chii trong tho dd la chi
nd viét? Vi nhu né muogn ai viét, roi cau lam
sao? Con Hai Hau khon ngoan lam, ché khong
phai nhu con gai khac dau. Néu n6 mdi viét
tho cho cau khong day mot thang nay, ma né
trd long ung ché khac, thi toi chac tho d6 kho-
ng phai chi nd viét dau.

— Véy ché bay gio lam sao? Toi cho n6 nam
sau tram dong bac ni trang d€ lam ky niém,
béay gio né deo diang cho chong né ngam thi
tic toi qua ma! Toi gidn la gian cdi do, ché mot
con dan ba bdi udc bac tinh nhu nd, t6i khong
sa gl.

— Thdi, cé ngudi ta vo udng rugu nia kia,
diing c6 ndi nguoi ta nghe. D€ mot lat niia vo
nha toi, roi tdi sé tinh cho cau.

Thay thong kéu boi dem rugu ldng xdng,
Thuong Tu chii by'® ct ngd siing ra ngoai

16 xiu mat, nang mat vi tdc gian
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dudng, khong uong rugu, ma cing khong noi
chi hét. Thay thong uéng da r6i méi dat nhau
di an com Tay.

Dén 8 giv t6i, thiy thong mdéi dat Thuong
Tt vé nha. Thay lay bai nhut trinh ma doc cho
vg nghe, roi hoi tai sao ¢6 Hai Hau néi nhu vay
ma bay gi¢ lam nhu vdy, va ray vg biéu phai lén
doi do ky niém lai cho du.

Co thong Hang nghe r6 dau dudi, cd cling
gian lam, 14t dat vd buong ldy do den dai ma
ban, lay khan lua trang vat vai, tay gai nut ao,
chan budc 1én xe kéo, miéng ndi lap dap rang:

— Dé€ tdi 1én t6i mang cho nod biét mat toi.
N6 gat ai ché gat t6i sao dugc.

Thuong Tu véi thay thong Hang ra dudng
dilén di xuéng ma hing mat ddng dgi c6 thong.
Gan 10 gio c6 thong mdéi tré ve. CO ngo thay
chong thi c6 ngling xe nhay xuéng va moc bac
cac tra tién xe va noi rang:

— Téi nhiéc né da doi. N6 khéc dit. Vo day,
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vO nha t6i ndi cho ma nghe.

Ba nguoi déu di riét vo nha. Co thong ben
thuat rang: Co6 1én nha 6ng Gido Chudt, thiy
céd mot it ngudi dang lau chui ban ghé stia soan
dam cudi. Co ngdi choi mot hoéi roi ngat nho co
Hai Hau ra sén, c6 hoi tai sao da gai tho, nhan
miéng, thé thot giao duyén két toc véi cau Tu
ma bay gic lai 14y chong. C6 Hai Hau khoc tAim
tic tAm tui ma noi rang c6 bi ong Gido ga ép,
c6 khong ung, 6ng doi that hong that hau, cuc
chang da co phai thuan tling, nhung ma c6 thé
thot cdi tinh ¢6 doi véi cau Tu dau co chét cling
khong phai lat, néu ki€p nay c6 khong lam vo
cau Tu dugc, thi c6 nguyén kiép sau co sé lam
than trau ngua ma dén boi.

Co thong gian nén c6 nhi€éc mot hoi, trach
cO bac tinh boi udc. Co6 Hai Hau khéc 16c ndan
ni xin thuong gitim phan c6, néu dugc tinh thi
mat hi€u, néu dugc hiéu thi mat tinh, bay gio
c6 nhu ngudi khong hon, béi vay c6 xin cau Tu
dling phién c6 t6i nghiép. C6 thong lai noi co
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c6 doi d6 ky niém lai, thi Hai Hiu nhan 16i xin
cau Tu dé€ cho c6 giti ma lam dau tich, biia nao
cd budn co lay d6 dd ra xem ciing nhu thay cau
Tu vay.

Co6 thong thuét lai, ma ldc c6 mang nhiéc
thi ¢ 1én tay trgn mat, luc Hai Hau khoc than
thi co ri ra dau thuong, c6 lam cho Thugng Tt
tudng tuong cdi cudc hai c6 ndi chuyén nhu
thay trudc mat, bai vay cdu dong long, cau lay
khan lau nudc mat, va cau noéi rang:

— Khong phai t6i ti€c may mon do. Do toi
cho rbi cé 1é nao t6i doi lai. Toi tic 1a tiéc co Hai
H4u 14y chong ma c6 khong cho toi biét trudc
... 'Toi sg t0i phai chét. Téi buon qua, bay gio
toi co biét cai gi la vui ndia dau...

Co thong thay Thuong Td dau dén vi tinh

c6 bat dong long, nén c6 ndi rang:

— Khong phai con Hai Hdu né khong
thuong ciu. Toi biét né thuong lam ché, ngat
vi ong Gido ép qud, phan no la con, né cai cha
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sao dugc. Cau phéi nghi cai d6 ma dung ché
cho né. Oi! Ma con Hai H4u ciing khéng qui gi
d6 ma tiéc. D€ to6i kiém lam mai cho cdu mot
cho con lich sy, con khén ngoan bang mudi nd
ntia. Chi em ban cua t6i khong thiéu gi. Cau
diing buon gi hét. N6 vi cha n6, n6 khong nghi
dén minh, thi d6 nhu vay ma buon giong gi.

Thugng Tt thé ra ma ndi rang:

— Néu c6 Hai H4u xa t0i, thi tu ray sap 1én
toi khong thém ngé dan ba con gai nao nia
hét.

Cau noi dut 16i r6i dung day cdo tu ma veé.
Thay thong Hang t6 y muon di choi véi cdu,
Ciu lac dau ndi rang cau vé My Hoi, cau khong
muon di choi niia.

Thuong T lén xe di r6i, thay thong Hang
ngd vg va cudi va ndi rang:

— Nam ngodi cdu Tu cd ndi véi toi rang cau
la con nha giau, nén phai choi boi didng hoc
khon. May thang nay t6i cho cau hoc dugc vai
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bai r6i, khong biét cdu c6 hi€u dang ghi vao tri
hay khong.

— To6i sg cau nong gian, cau lén nha ong
Gido cau lam ray roi bé chuyén qua. Té ra ém
dugc cling kha.

— Dam lam ray dau. Nay, ma minh diing
c6 deo do do, rui cau ngd thay thi ky lam da.
Thing thing ngudi ngoai cho ciu quén roi sé
dem ra ciing chdng mudn gi.

— Minh tudng t6i dai hay sao?

— Khong, t6i ddn ho vay ma! Cau hao meo
lam. D€ it biia cdu ngui ngoai, cdu hét nhé con
Hai H4u, r6i minh kiém dda nao banh banh
minh ¢4t cho cdu. Céi bo tuéng dé hé ré cho
nao thi mé cho ndy, dé cot va'’” lam.

— Minh d€ dé cho téi. Toéi c6 tinh roi. D€
toi cOt con Ba Vinh Tudng cho céu choi.

— Con Ba nao?

17 giong Triéu Chau: nd, anh ay
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~ Ay! Minh khong biét dau. Diing c6 hoi
tham.

— Minh sg t6i to mo hay sao ma giau toi?
— Biét chiing dau.
Thay thong cudi roi dong ctia di ngt.

Ngudi ta méc tui mot lan roi, bay gio nguoi
ta tinh 10t da nita, ma tdi nghiép cho Thugng
Tt quad, cau khong hay khong biét chi hét. Cau
that tinh vi c6 Hai H4u, cdu tré vé nha nam
dau dau khong muon noi chuyén, ma ciing hét
mudn di choi nita. Ché chi ba Ké hién biét tam
ly, ba thtia lac con duong that chi that tinh, ba
khuyén gidi ma dat con trd vao dudng phai, thi
c6 1€ Thugng Tu an nan thuong lai vg nha, roi
tu biét may cudc hoang dang, ma vui tha dam
am nha giau nhu thién ha.

Ngat vi ba cd tién ché khong c6 hoc, ba
biét cung con ma khong biét day con; da vay
ma con nd lam qua bung ba rdi, may thang nay

ba gian lay tinh bd phé, ba lo dudng binh, ché
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khong mudn ndi téi con niia, bsi vay con di ba
khong can, con vé ba khong hdi, con buon méc
con, ba khong thém biét t4i.

Thugng Tt nam nha budn buc, cdu mdéi
nhé t6i s6 ng ciu vay ctia 6ng Giao Chuot,
thang giéng nay phai trd vén va l6i mot ngan
bon tram dong. Cau vay hai ngan ctia Xa tri,
phan thi bi n6 chan 16i trudc, phan thi bi thay
thong Hang muon hét ba tram, phan thi cau
xai bay ba, bay gid con tdm tram may. S6 dy
dem ma trd cho 6ng Gido Chudt thi khong du;
ma trd roi con tién dau ma xai.

Cau lo tinh vai ba r6i cdu nan ni véi me
xin s0 lua ruong huong hda ding ban ma tra
ng. Luc ay ta dién duong chd lua rudng téi
dong nudm nugp. Ba K€ hién khong thiéu gi
laa, nhung ma ba nghe con ndi hai ti€éng “tra
ng” thi ba gidn qua, ba dian khong dugc, ba la
ray om som. Ba ndi:
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— May ta rap'® theo phe thang Chi véi con
Ngoc thi xuong nha hai dita né ma xin tién. Lai
con ndi xin lua dang ban ma tra ng! May mac
ng dé€ ho bo tu may cho may biét chiing. Laa
cta tao, tao khong cho ai hot nao hét.

Thugng Td xu mdt run vai, khong them
ndi di noi lai.

Ba K¢é hién dau viia méi kha khd, ma ba
gian con niia, bdi vay dém 4y ba ngu khong
dugc, phat thé huyét lai r6i nam mét.

Con Mang lat dat chay rudc thay thuodc
cam huyét dugc, nhung ma ching mét ciing
con hoai. Lan nay Thugng Tu & nha, thay me
dau ro6 rang, biét chting binh hiém ngheo, nén
c6 sac lo sg chut dinh. Céu x& r& 16i ctia budng
vGi ong thay thudc va may dia &, ma cau khong
biét néi mot tiéng chi cho me vui long. Hé ba
K& hién thay mat cdu thi ba néi:

18 toa rap
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— May giét tao. Tao biét ma, may muon giét
tao cho chét daing may pha su nghiép nay. Tao
nghi thiét tao tiéc cong tao dé may qua.

Thuong Tt bo di ra ngoai khong dam tra
16i.

Ba Ké hién mét luon téi ba biia, thay thudc
lam hét stic ma khong biét phuong chi lam cho
ba khode dugc.

Thugng T sai thang Ngo xudng nha bao
tin cho thay Ban bién Chi hay. Thay Ban bién
chay 1én thay me ghé binh ndng, mdi sai nguai
di cho em ré hay. C6 Ngoc van hon me ghé hoai
nén dugc tin cd khong chiu di thim. Huong
chtt Hau ray vg, ndi rang ai quiy mdc ai, minh
khong nén lay quay ma tra quay, bdi vay co Ba
Ngoc mdi chiu di v6i chong lén My Hoi.

CoO Ba Ngoc tuy gian, ma lén t&i nha thay
binh me ghé nhu vay thi c6 dong long, nén
khuyén anh véi chong di rudc thay thudc Tay,
hodc may cé ctiu dugc hay khong. Ba Ké hién
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biét trong minh binh nhiéu, khong thé khoi
chét, bdi vay ba can khong cho rudge thay thuoc
Tay. Ba thay con ghé, con ru¢t c6 dt mat thi ba
khoc ma néi rang:

— Ciling vi thang T ma tao phai mang binh
day; ma cling tai tao thuong né qua nén mdi
ra ¢§ doi nhu vay. Thang Hai v6i con Ba, budc
lai gin déy cho di n6i chuyén: Di géi thang Tu
lai cho hai con. Hai con rang thuong gitim em;
néu hai con phién di, s¢g ngay sau n6 khong c6
com an. Tuy n6 khac me, song nd cing mot
mdau maot thit v6i hai con: Vay xin hai con diu
dat gitm nd, ché nd ngang tang ma kho dai
lam ...

Ba Ké hién noéi téi dé roi ba mét ngat,
khong noi dugc ntta. C6 Ba Ngoc v6i Thuong
Tt dong long nén hai ngudi khoc dam dé.

Thay Ban bién khuyén ring:

— Xin di an tam. Em cua t6i, néu t6i khong

thuong no thi thuong ai. Di con thi t6i phai dé
cho di day do né. Néu rti di theo dng theo ba,
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thi toi 1a 16n, toi phai bdo boc n6 ché sao. Di
udng thudc cho mau manh, diing lo viéc chi
hét.

Ba K& hién td y muon thdy madt con dau.
CoO Ba Ngoc lat dat sai ngudi ngdi xe qua chg
Ong Van cho vg chong 6ng Hoi déng Thudng
hay va xin rudc c6 Ba Manbh.

Ba Hoéi dong Thudng di véi con gai qua
lién. Ba K€ hién thay mat dau thi ba khoc. Ba
kéu Thugng T lai gin ma ndi rang:

— Vg con dang lam. Con phai thuong né.
Loi ma khuyén con day la 16i chot. Con phai
nghe ma, dling cd cai.

Hai vg chong Thugng Tt khdc hét.

Ba K€ hién tat hoi!...
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CHUONG 10

Ong viéc 1am nhiéu khi nén hu Ia tai
& doi cling vay, nhiéu khi di dudng phai hay la
di dudng quay la tai van hoi khién xudi, ché
khong phai tai y ngudi quyét dinh.

Tran Thugng Tu 1a ngudi tii nhdé dugc me
cung, nén quen thoéi dong danh, chiling dung
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tuoi di hoc, me dut nhét tién nhiéu nén quen
tanh an choi; ma luc nao cling vdy, cha thi mac
cham lo lam cho su nghiép cang 16n thém, me
thi mac thiét ké giut gia tai ctia con, bdi vay cau
chang hé dugc nghe tiéng day d6 vé dao lam
nguoi.

Khi cau d€ budce thi nhtit vao duong doi, 1a
khi cau cudi vog, khi cai 6c ctia cau trong 1dng,
cai long cta cdu trong veo, cau khong hiéu
thé nao la phai, thé nao la quay, cau khong de
nguoi sao 1a nén, ngudi sao la hu, cau chi biét
cdu la con nha giau, cau c6 vai tram mau dién,
cdu c6 san mot toa nha ngoi, roi cau tudng cau
hon thién ha hét thay, ai lam trdi y cau thi cau
gian, ai khong chiu long cau thi cau hon. Vi tai
tam tanh cdu nhu vay do, nén cau khong biét
thuong yéu vg, ma roi cau lai that kinh that
hiéu luén véi me nia.

Tuy vay ma chon tanh ctia ciu cling ¢6 chd
tot: 1. Cdu biét thuong nha ngheéo, nén nam
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tridc cau chia tién cho tro Kha; 2. Cau khong
tham tién, nén luc noéi vg, me khoe dng Hoi
dong Thudng giau, cau khong t6 y vui muing;
3. C4u & codng binh, nén moi lan xin hudng
hué lgi rudng dat thi cau néi luén cho anh, ché
khong phéi cau khong ké tinh c6t nhuc: Con
nha giau dém tht coi dugc bao nhiéu ngudi c6
nhiing tanh tot ay.

Thé ma cau Thugng Td via méi budc
chon vao dudng doi, cau lién di lac néo. Theo
thoi thudng ngudi ta cho cau la “hu’, thi cai
hu ndy r6 rang la tai van hoi; ma cé muon bat
chat nia, thi ndi tai gia dinh gido duc gay ra,
ché nao phai ciu san cé cai 6c hu tii hoi méi
lot long hay la lac cuéi vg roi thi cau quyét hu
ma choi. Céu cé ndi véi thay thong Hang rang:
Phai xai tién chut dinh dang hoc khon; may 16i
dy da chi r6 cdu sg cai hu ngay sau lam.

Vi vg khong da khon lanh ma kém sta

tanh cdu dugc, ma cling vi me khong c6 hoc
thic ma diu dat budc duong cho ciu, bdi vay
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cau budng lung choi bdi may thang ton hao hét
may ngan. Da biét ton hao nhu vay thi uéng
tién thiét, nhung ma nhd c6 su tén ay cadu mdoi
gdp dugc cdi canh lam cho cdu chdn ngdn nhon
tinh; cdu buon ba tré vé nam co, roi nhé ng
nan ma givt minh, nén lo phuong ki€ém chudc
ma tra.

Ba Kéhién nham mat nham ldc cau Thuong
Tt duong 4o ndo cudc doi, hét muon di choi
ntia. Cau suy xét cai ct chi ctia cau doi véi me,
béay gid cau méi hi€u tai cdu ma me rau budn
mang binh dén no6i bé minh. Cau nhé may loi
me trdi trong luc gan tat hoi, bay gid cdu maéi
nghi tai cau ma phan ré vg chong, ché vg cta
cau chang c6 16i chi hét. C4u 14y lam &n ndn vé
su cau ngo6 nghich véi me, ma cau cling lay lam
hé then vé sy cdu tinh d€ vg didng cudi c6 Hai
H3u.

Duong luc cau quay dau dom tré budc
vao cai dudng ma thé tuc kéu la phai, néu cau
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gdp van hoi xudi thudn, thi cé 1é cau cling vui
huéng tha gia dinh, cau ciing an hudng cua
phu &m nhu céc con nha giau khac. Tiéc vi khi
tong tang ba K& hién xong rdi, thay Ban bién
Chi ra lé triu rugu ding noéi cho Thugng T
lay xin vg chong 6ng Hoi dong Thudng cho
c6 Ba Manh & luén bén nay ma quan suat viéc
nha, thi éng Hoi dong khong chiu quén viéc
cii, 6ng khong chiu nhan 16i, 6ng ct ndi 6ng ga
con, Ong c6 giao, nén khong thé cho con vé &
bén chong dugc. Ban bién Chi v6i 6ng cht Hau
hiép nhau noi hét stic ong méi xiéu long chut
dinh, song xiéu long la 6ng chiu cho con qua
lai ma thdi, ché & ludn bén nay thi 6ng nhit
dinh khong cho ngay.

Khach khtia vé hét ro6i, may anh em thay
ban bién Chi méi suy tinh tién bac. Tt hom
ba K& hién tat hoi thi c6 Ba Ngoc kiém lay xau
chia khoa ma bé tui. Cugc tdng chung ton hao
may bita mot tay c6 xuadt phat hét thay, Thugng
T chidng hé biét tGi. Nay c6 md th sit ti cay
soan hét vang bac ma dém trudc mdt anh em
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thi s6 bac trong tu sat dugc 18 ngan dong, con
sO bac trong t cay hon bay tram. Co6 xin lanh
s6 700 1é ma tra tién ton hao dam tang, con sd
16n 18 ngan, thi ¢6 xin anh ca li¢u dinh.

Ban bién Chi ngdi suy nghi mdt chut roi
héi Thugng Tt rang:

— SO bac 18 ngan day la s6 bac trong nha
ndy, ma nha nay la nha ctia em, vay em liéu lam
sao?

— S6 bac do, hom ma dau nang ma cd noi
nhé véi t6i, ma bi€u dem ma gidu ché dung dé
cho anh véi chi Ba ng6 thay. Toéi khong chiu
gidu nén md&i con doé. Toi ciing biét bac nay la
bac ctia cha d€ lai, ché ma lam giong gi ma cé
bac riéng nhiéu dit vay. Con thdy dong con, vay
thi ba anh em minh chia dong v6i nhau ma xai,
ché liéu gidong gi ma anh biéu t6i liéu.

— Em néi nhu vay thi cong binh lam.
Nhung vi qua s¢ em khong vui long cho qua
phan doan, nén qua méi dé cho em liéu.
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— Anh ct chia ba di... N¢, anh Hai, anh
lam gidng gi ma anh quen véi 6ng Gido Chuot?
Chac anh c¢6 vay bac ctia 6ng ché gi, phai hon?

— Sao em biét qua quen v6i dng Gido Chudt?
— Ong c6 noi véi toi.

— Ndm qua ra tranh chutc Ban bién, qua c6
vay cua Ong 5 ngan. May nam nay tra 15i hoai,
ché tra von khong nai.

— Toéi cling vuéng ctia 6ng hét mot ngan.
Ong 4n 15i t&i 400, mac that kinh.

C6 Ba Ngoc nghe em noéi nhu vay thi hoi
rang:

— Em lam giong gi ma di vay bac?

— Hom thang 10 tdi xin tién ma khong
dugc, toi gian toi vay dang xai choi.

— Troi oi! Xai nghiép gi ma t6i bac ngan
lan! B em cho ai hay sao ché?

— Chuyén t6i xai ma chi biét sao dugc. Toi
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con thiéu Cha va hai ngan niia, ché phéi co moét
minh 6ng Gido Chuét dau. Bay gio toi lanh 6
ngan day, toi phai trd ng hét ba ngan tu, con c6
hai ngan sau.

Thay ban bién chau may ndi rang:

— Em con hai ngan sdu vay cting kha, cho
bang qua trd von véi 16i rdi thi tit tay. Ma qua
mac ng cd c¢§. Con em lam viéc gi ddu ma vay
t6i ba ngan dong bac?

Thugng Tt cudi ma dap rang:

— Chuyén cua t6i lam, ndéi ra khong dugc.
Xin anh biét giim rang toi gian 14y mot chat
nén maéi mang ng nan do.

Co Ba Ngoc thé ra ma néi rang:

— May né gian ldy ma hét ba ngan tu, ché
noé gian thi¢t khong biét hét may muon! Thoi!
Hai ngudi chia roi dem di tra ng phitt cho roi
di. Toi nghe no6i ng nan toi ghét qua.

Huong chu Hau 1a ngudi hoa huén, thus
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nay khong ua can thiép dén viéc gia tai bén vg,
ma chling nghe anh em vg ban chuyén ng nan
nhu viy, thi anh ta buéc lai ndi rang:

— Anh Hai v6i cdu Tu mac ng, thi trd cho
nguoi ta, cd cdi gi dau ma ghét. Téi muon cho
minh lam nhu vay: anh Hai v6i cdu Tu mac ng
hét thady 1a 9 ngan tu. T6i muon minh lay s6 bac
ay d€ riéng ra ma tra ng trudc cho ngudi ta,
roi con lai bao nhiéu sé€ chia dong nhau. Lam
nhu vay ai cling c6 tién hét thay, ché minh chia
trudc mot ngudi 6 ngan, anh Hai mac tra ng
hét, r6i anh lay gi ma xai.

Co Ba Ngoc ngd chong ma ndi rang:

— Anh Hai véi thang Tu mac ng, thi lam
sao tu 'y, ché lay bac ndy trd ng thi thiét hai cho
minh lam, ai ma chiu vay.

— Anh em ma tinh lgi tinh hai cai gi kia.

— Khong dugc dau. Anh em cling phai lam
cho cong binh chd; hai ngudi lam ng lam nan
bay gio tdi gl ma minh phai chung ma tra.
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— Anh em ma di hon thua véi nhau chut
dinh lam gi. May ma cha me dé€ tién bac lai cho
minh chia nhau ma con néi nhiéu ndi it, vi nhu
dé€ no lai cho minh mdi lam sao. O doi anh em
thuong nhau méi qui ché may ngan dong bac
nay khong c6é qui dau. Minh phai nghe 16i t6i,
dling cé cdi niia.

Thay Ban bién nghe ndi may 16i hitu tinh
hitu nghia ay thay lay lam cam dong nén thay
ndi rang:

— Ngay nay toi mdéi thay bung" ctia dugng
Ba no thiét la tot. Ngudi bung da nhu vay khong
ddi nao ngheéo bao gio. Thang Tu, em phai coi
cai guong d6 ma bat chudc. T ray sap lén, anh
em chung ta phai thuong nhau, anh 16n ndj,
em nho phai nghe 16i, chiung ta nung d& diu
dat nhau ma git su nghiép cta cha me.

May thang nay em choi boi qua khong ké
vg, khong v€ nha nén di rau ma mang binh ma
bd minh do, em c6 thay hay khong. Em phai an
nan ma sta minh. Bay gié em lam chu moét cai

19 tam long
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gia tai 16n, em phai lo. D€ it biia roi qua di qua
bén Ong Vin qua néi véi bac Hoi dong mot
lan ntia dang xin cho con Tu vé bén nay ma coi
nha coi cua.

Vg em tt t€ lam, ma nghe noi né lai c6 ng-
hén r6i nita. Em dling c6 han hti n6 nhu hoi
trudc nta. Con lua rudng mua nay, phan cua
ai ndy lanh, song phan duéng lao cua di, qua
mudn dé cho em an luén hué lgi ma lam tuin
cho di, chting nao man tang r6i chuing ta sé chia
nhu y cha dinh. Dugng Ba n6 chiu nhu vay hay
khong?

Huong chtt Hau vui long ma chiu lién.
Thuong Tu thud nay it gan hai anh, nay thay
anh rut véi anh ré déu thuong minh, ché
khong phai thu nghich nhu 161 me ndi, thi cau
rat cam tinh. Tuy cau khong c6 16i ta on, song
cdu ngodi ta nudc mat, trong tri tham tinh sé
nghe 16i anh, sé dn & td t€ véi vg, khong them
choi bai nia.
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SO bac 18 ngan trtic ra dé trd ng hét chin
ngan tu, con lai tdm ngan sdu, chia lam ba
phan, moéi phan hon 2860 dong. Vi Thugng Tu
khong budc chun t6i nha 6ng Gido Chuét niia,
nén cau giao 1400 dong cho thay Ban bién Chi
di tra gium.

Huong chtt Hau biéu vg & lai ht hi coi sdc
gilm cho em it biia, chiing nao Thugng Tu
rudc vo qua roi sé ve.

Ly Thi Nho gang cong lam cho cac con ctia
ong K& hién Toai chia ra dong chanh dong tht,
roi dong dn nhiéu, dong an it ma gay thu gay
oan v6i nhau, nao deé ba viia nham mat thi cac
con déu nhé céi g6c ngay xua, bdi vy ching
nhting la thuan hoa vé6i nhau trong su chia gia
tai, ma lai con lo gitup d6 diu dat nhau trong
dudng doi niia.

Co6 Ba Ngoc 6 lai v6i em, ngay dém lo duing
161 ém ai ma chi cho hu nén cho em thay, néi
viéc phdi quay cho em nghe, c6 hoi viéc nay, co
khuyén viéc no, tinh chi em coi than thiét lam.
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Trong than tdc thud nay Thugng Tu gan cé
mot minh me ma théi, ma me thi mac lo gidu
tién giyt rudng d€ cho con, ché ching bao gis
biét do tdm dé” hay soi tri ndo ctia con. Nay
cau méi dugc gan chi, ma thiy chi mu6n biét
tam su cla cau, la viéc cau con duong am tc,
bdi vay cau méi dem cudc gap g& c6 Hai hiu
ma thuat lai cho chi nghe tii dau t6i duoi khong
gidu mot chut nao hét.

Co6 Ba Ngoc nghe hét rdi c6 cudi ngit ma
ndi rang:

— Em kh¢ qua! Vo chong thay thong Hang
thdy em mudn con Hai H4u, nén bay muu gat
em ma an tién do6 da. Chi dam chac cai tho do
1a tho cua thay thong Hang bay ra, ché khong
c6 con Hai H4u nao hét. Con do nii trang em
cho do6 thi bay gio & trong tay nha thay thong
Hang, ché con Hai Hau ciing khong hay.

Thuong Tu chung hiing, ngo6i ngo chi tran
tran ma dap rang:

20 day long
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— C4 ly nao thay thong Hang la anh em véi
toi, ma tré mat xau nhu vay?

— Sao lai khong c6 ly. Vay ché Hai Hau cé
gidp mdt ma to tinh thuong em hay khong ma
em dam tin? Con nhu thiét cai tho dé cua con
Hai héu viét va thiét n6 c6 lanh do6 ky niém cua
em thi sao thay thong lai can, khong cho em in
vao nhut trinh choi? Chuyén doé chi chat cting
nhu vay. Em dting c6 phién con Hai héu, vi n6
c6 thuong em, cé hua véi em viéc gi dau ma
em gian no6. Chi hoi em moét diéu nay: TU hoi
dé téi bay gid, thay thong Hang c6 mugn tién
em hay khong?

— C6 mugn ba tram.
— D6, thay hon, chac roi con nghi gi nia.

Thuong Tu chau may, ngo6i suy nghi mot
héi réi ding day bo di va noéi rang:

— Thién ha moi rg qud!
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HOm nay Thugng Tu thit vong vé ai tinh
ma thoi, nay nho chi vach mat cho ciu thay
thoi doi chat dinh, thi cdu lai thém chdn ngan
vé nhan tinh ntia. Cau duong buon buc, ké
thay Ban bién Chi 1én biéu cdu stia soan di qua
Ong Van diang thdy n6i ma ruéc c6 Ba Manh.
Cau vui long nghe 16i anh, nén 14t dat thay doi
4o quan roi dem xe hoi ra di véi anh.

Vg chong 6ng Hoi dong Thudng thay ré
qua thi vui vé nhu thuong. C6 Ba Manh ciing
ra chao anh chong va lang xang lo 1dy trau ché
nudc.

Thay Ban bién Chi md 16i néi v6i o6ng Hoi
dong rang Thugng Td con kho dai, ma bay gis
me mat dé€ nha ctia minh moéng, khong ai coi
trong coi ngoai, nén xin cho rudc em dau vé
ddng quan suat viéc nha, ché néu bdé Thugng
TG & mdt minh thi sg e cau buodn, cau di choi
roi hu hét su nghiép.

Ong Hoi déng cudi ma dap ring:
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— HOom trudc t6i da c6 ndi véi thay roi. Toi
ndi hoi toi ga con, t6i cd giao bat ré. Bay gio toi
cho con nhé vé & bén sao duoc.

— Thua bdéc, xin bac xét lai. Hoi trudc di toi
chiu cho em tdi & bén nay, 1a vi tu6ng manh
gioi lau dai. Nay rui di t6i mat roi, em toi phai 6
nha thg, bay gio khong 1& né bdé hét ma vé bén
nay cho dugc.

— Néu khong dugc, thi lam sao né lam, to6i
c6 biét dau. Toi cho con nhd t6i vé bén, thi bén
nay toi lam sao?

— Bén nay con c¢6 hai bac; 6 bén khong cé
ai hét, méi khé cho ché.

— Khong dudec, viéc gi cling vay, toi ndi mot
lan ma thoi, t6i khong chiu ndi di ndi lai.

— Bac dinh nhu vay thi t6i nghiép cho hai
vg chong n6 lam. Em t6i khong thé boé ma qua
& bén nay dugc. Con Tu thi bac khong chiu cho
noé vé bén. Lam nhu vay thi phan ré vg chong
no con gi.
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— Thang ma thuong yéu gi vg nd nén thay
sg phan ré. N6 dem vé bén dang n6 danh con
no nitia, ché lam giong gi.

— Thua bac, viéc do tdi xin bao lanh. Néu
thang Tu ma no6 con ngang tang danh khao vg
né nia, thi toi chiu 16i véi bac. V€ bén ¢o toi &
gan, toi coi chiing coi doi, khong c6 sao ddu ma
bac so.

— Thay c6 nha riéng, ché phai thay & chung
hay sao ma coi chting. Ma dau & chung ciing
khong dugc. O bén niy cé vg chong toi s§ s&
day, ma né con ha hi€p con no thay, hudng chi
1a vé bén.

Thuong Tu thay cha vg co chap qua, cau
bén budc lai ndi rang:

— Thua thay, ndm ngodi con khd dai, nén
hay ray ra véi vg, lam cho buon long thay ma.
Bay gio con nghi lai con an ndn lam. Vay con
xin thay ma quén cdi l6i ctia con ma cho vg con
vé bén & ddng xem soc viéc trong nha cho con.
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Con htta chic tili ray sap 1én con ching ddm &
quay véi vg con niia.

Ong Hoi déng cudi gdn ma dép rang;

— Tanh tao gat 1am. Bat luan 1a viéc gi, hé
tao thdy mot 14n thi n6 khan trong tri tao, roi
chdng bao gid tao quén dugc. Bay gid may noi
may tud té, ai ma tin may nia.

Thuong Tt may biia ray da quyét chi mudn
budc chun vao cdi dudng ma thién ha kéu la cai
dudng phadi, song viia md&i x0c téi, thi bi ngudi
ta ngdn can, bdi vay cau boi roi, khong biét liéu
1é nao, nén cau ia nudc mat.

Ba Hoi dong nay gio ngdi long tai ma nghe
ndi chuyén, c6 y dé coi chong dinh 1€ nao.
Chting ba thdy tinh cdnh nhu vay ba méi ndi
rang:

— Cha né chip con ré qua nhu vay thi toi
nghiép cho né lam. Pa biét hoi trude co 15i
giao, nhung ma bay gid nha ctia n6 nhu vay,
minh ép no6 & bén nay, roi nd biét bo ¢ bén cho
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ai. Nhu cha n6 khong chiu cho con Manh vé
ludén & bén, thai thi phai cho no6 qua lai, nhu &
bén nay it ngay roi phai cho no vé bén it bia,
ché nha ma khong c6 dan ba thi nhu nha
hoang, con giong gi ma ké.

Ong Hoi dong git dau noi rang:

— N6i vay thi hay vay, thoi d€ thuing thang
toi tinh lai coi. Ma t6i nhtt dinh, dau thé nao
toi cing khong cho con Manh vé & luon bén
My Hoi dau.

Thuong Tt budc xudng nha dudi, thay vg
duong ngdi may, cau lai gdn ma ndi rang:

— No6i hét stic ma thay cing khong cho
minh vé & bén. Nha ctia nhu vay, bay gio toi
biét lam sao!

Ba Manh cui mat ma dap rang:
— Ché thay khong cho, t6i biét lam sao.

— Toéi khé lam. HOm nay nhd cé chi Ba &
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coi soc gium. Ma chi c6 gia thé chi, chi & hoai
sao dugc. Minh phai thua lai thay ma coi ché.

— Thoi, dé€ chling cling that sau roi toi sé
qua.

— Dugc! Ma minh diing cé di xe ngua. D€
btia dé téi dem xe hoi qua toi rudc.

Hai anh em Thuong Tu & choi t6i x€ roi
mai ve.
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CHUONG 11

hiét c6 Ba Ngoc cé gia thé cua co,

khong 1€ c6 & hoai véi em duge. Co
ve 16i, Thuong Tt hét stic budn buc. Ban ngay
& nha chi cé thang Ngo6 véi con Mang, dia lo
ngoai vuon, dua lo coi dudi bép. Ban dém thi
c6 6ng Ba N6 véi Huong ho Huy, la hai ngudsi
ta dién & gan, lai ngu giim, ma ngudi thi gia
ca, ngudi thi thiét tha, khong biét chuyén gi ma
noi cho cau giai khuay dugc.

Mot budi s6m mai, Thugng T, tinh d€ an
com roi dem hai ngan dong bac ma tra phut
cho Cha-va, vi cau muon quén hét cac viéc ci
nén tuy bac vay chua téi ngay tra, song cau
nhtt dinh trd ding ranh rang trong tri ma lo
bé cu xt khéc.
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Cau rtia mat chai dau rbi, cau budc ra
trudc thém ding ngo ngoai 16. Cau viia ngé thi
thay c6 mot ngudi con gai chling 17, 18 tuoi, &
ngoai xdm xdm di vo sdn, minh mdc do vai den
dai con mdi, quan lanh nhut nhut, chon khong
mang giay guoc, dau khong doi khan, mot tay
bung r6, mot tay danh don xa, nudc da trang
trong, guong mat sang rd. Ngudi con gai ay vo
tGi sén, cti dau chao ciu roi bung ré di doc
theo vich tudng thang vo nha sau. Cau khong
biét nguoi ay la ai, ding ngdé theo, thilai co moét
cai xe kéo & ngoai 16 queo vo san niia. Cau day
lai thay thay thong Hang thi cau chung hting.

Thay thong Hang budc xudng xe lién hoi
rang:

— Nghe noi bac gai mat roi phai hon?
— Phai. Sao thay hay?

— Toa thiét té qua! Anh em ma toa c6 viéc
nhu vay, toa khong cho méda hay. H6i hom moa
1én tham oOng gido, 6ng noi cd thay Ban lén tra
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bac lai trd ludn gitim cho toa ntia; thay Ban noi
bac mat nén 6ng maGi hay. Mdéa nghe nhu vay,
nén san bia nay chda nhut, moéa chay xuéng
tham toa.

Vi Thugng Td nhé 16i ban cta chi hom no,
nén cau gap thay thong cau khong vui, song
cdu cling giti 1é, mai thay vé nha. Thay thong
viia ngoi thi hoi rang:

— Bac mat bay gid toa 6 nha c6 mdt minh.
Toa tinh ruéc ma-dam vé bén nay hay la lam
sao?

— Téi tinh rudc vg t6i vé bén nay, ma o6ng
gia toi con duc ddc chua chiu cho.

— Té ra bay gid toa & nha cd mot minh?
Chac toa buon lam haz?

— Thi buo6n ché sao.
— Sao toa khong lén chg choi?

— Con vui sudng gi niia ma di choi?
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— Buon phai di choi cho khuay lang ché.

— Téi ngan tinh doi 1lam; t6i hét muon di
choi niia. Di ra thi bi nguoi ta gat gam, ché di
c6 ich gi.

Thay thong Hang nghe Thugng Tu tra 16i
cau do thi thay cui mat xuéng, song thay la mot
tay lanh lgi, mot cau ndi nhu vay chua dé lam
cho thay phai hé then dén d6i d€ bai 1o céi tanh
tinh thay ra dugc, béi vay thay viia cti xudng
thi thay lién ngudc 1én ma ndi rang:

- Oi! Con H4u la dtia khén nan, né c6 dang
gl ma toa phai that chi. Toa lén trén choi, mda
sé rang lam cho toa hét buon.

— Toi cling c6 tinh dn com roi day toi sé 1én
chg dang tra bac cho Cha-va.

— Bac chua t6i ngay ma tra cai gi?

— Thay k¢, tra phtit cho roi.
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— Troi 6i, moa c¢6 1dy trong do6 hét 300. Toa
tra thinh linh qud, mda dau c6 tién ma dua cho
toa.

— Sau ro6i thay sé trd lai cho t6i.

— Néu vay thi dugc... Ne, ma néu toa di
chg, thi d€ moa tha xe kéo roi lat ntia moda di xe
hoi véi toa.

— DPudgc, thay cho xe kéo vé di, 6 &n com
choi rdi toi di véi.

Thay thong ra tra tién xe. Thugng Td bude
vO trong nha ma ddn con Mang ndu com, cau
thay ngudi con gdi hoi ndy con ngdi choi dudi
nha bép. Cau muodn hoéi coi ngudi dy 6 dau, dén
cé viéc gi, ngat vi thay thong kéu hoi om som &
phia trudc, cau ding lau khong dugc, nén cau
phai lui ra.

An com ré6i, Thugng Tu thay ddi 4o quan,
md tu sat 14y bac bo tui r6i dem xe ra di véi
thay thong Hang 1én chg My Tho. Xe ngting
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trudc cua tiém Cha-va cho vay rdi hai ngudi di
vO.

Tao ké*! tudng thay thong Hang dat Thuong
T t6i vay bac niia, nén hoi khach vo 1€ riang:

— Di dau? Lai lam cai gi?

Thay thong Hang bat binh, nén dung 16i
tho bi ma dap rang:

— Thang Cha nay vo phép qua! Tao lai tra
bac cho may ché lam cadi gi.

— Tra bac cdi gi?
— Tra bac ché tra cai gi.

— Bac cua anh ndy vay ha? Chua téi ngay
ma.

— Chua t6i ma nguoi ta trd. May moi lam
khong ai thém vay ctia may niia dau.

— Moi cai gi? Anh ndy hon qua ma.

21 hay thau k¢, tiéng Hoa giong Triéu Chau: ngudi chi, nhu cha tiém,
cha 6 diém ...
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— Vay ché may an nédi c6 phép lam hay sao?

— Maép-1é cai nay khong thuc tiéng An-
nam ma.

— Khong thudc ti€éng Annam, sao biét lay
tién ctia Annam.

Thuong Tt moc bdp phoi lay ra 20 tam
gidy xdng, viia biéu Tao ké dua gidy ng va bang
khodn lai, Tao ké thay cau vay da chiu tién 16i
trudc mot nam ma méi vai thang cau tra von,
thi biét cau la ngudi tt té, nén khong tra, mudn
dé€ hoai dang 14y tién 16i. Anh ta né6i déi rang
tai phu di khoi, khong biét gidy dé dau, phai
chg tai phu veé roi sé lai.

Thuong Tt mudn dut viéc cu cho roi; tuy
hoéi vay cau lay c6 mot ngan sdu, lai cho thay
thong Hang hét 300, cau con c6 mdt ngan ba,
ma bay gid cau phai trd 2 ngan, song cdu cling
khong phién. DPén chiling cdu thay Cha-va
muén lam kho cau, thi cdu ndi gian, bdi vay
cdu trgn mat ma ndi rang:
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— Thiang Cha choé nay nhiéu chuyén na!
DPua giay day cho mau. May muon tao kéu Co
lai nam dau may hon? Chuyén gi tao tra bac
ma may khong chiu?

Tanh ctia bon Cha Xa-tri khong giong tanh
tinh cua cac dén toc khac. Hé chung né cho ai
vay ma thay ngudi dy tra khong ndi, thi ching
ni khinh bi nhiéc mang dén nuéc. Con no liéu
nguoi nao no 16t da dugc, thi dau mang chudi
noé di nita n6 cling khong gian. Thugng Td noi
hon nhu vy, ma tao-ké cudi va dép rang:

— Thoi ma anh. Chudi map 1é lam chi. Map
1é biéu anh dé bac dé ma xai, ché phai map-l1é
doi hay sao ma anh chuéi.

Thugng Tt khong chiu, cti biéu phai dua
gidy ra dang cau trd bac. Thay thong Hang lai
ti€ép ma budc phai tra va phai tinh tién 16i trong
may thang 14y bac ma thoi. Tao-ké khong bang
long ndi néu mudn tra bay gid thi cling phai tra
tién 10i tron nam, bang khong thi d€ t6i han ky
roi sé trd. Hai dang cai lé v&i nhau rat 1au, thay
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thong ham kién, tao-ké khong sg, mot ngudi
mot tiéng trdi giong om som, con nit & chg
tudng gay lon, nén xim nhau dung ngoai ctia
ma coi dong nic. Thugng Tu buc minh, quyét
tra phtt cho roi, nén dua hai ngan dong bac,
khong them b6t dong nao hét, tao-ké nghi cho
tra nhu vay thi c6 16i, n€u duc dic niia cling
khong ich gi nén dém bac bo vao tt roi lay gidy
ng véi to tuong phan ma tra lai cho Thugng
Tu.

Chting ra xe, thay thong Hang ct theo mdi
Thuong Tu lai nha choi. Thugng Tt hét muon
gan gli v6i ngudi da lam cho minh ton hao
hét may ngan, nhung vi tdnh cdu khong dugc
ciing coi, cau sg tii ngang thi mich long, nén
cuc chang da ciu phai di.

Xe viia ngling trudc cua, co thong ra chao
hoéi lang xdng, c6 hoi tham ba K€ hién dau binh
gi, mat blia nao, sao da lau khong thay cau Tu
1én choi. Thugng Tt trd16ilola, coi khong dugc
man moi nhu hoi trude. Cau budc v6 nha thi
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thay c6 mdt co6 chiing 19, 20 tudi, méc do tim,
quan trang, c6 deo mot sgi day chuyén nho,
tay trai deo mot chiéc huyén, nudc da trang,
guong mat tron, c6 duong ngoi trén van ma
gion choi v6i hai dda con cta thay thong. Co
thay cau Thuong Tu thi lat dat ding day cui
dau chao. C6 thong hoi ring:

— Con Ba, may biét cau Tu day hay khong?
Cau Tu My Hoéi la cau day.

Co6 lai day ra ma néi v6i v6i Thugng Tu
rang:

— Con Ba day la em t6i, n6 6 trong Vinh
Tudng.

Co Ba lién cti dau ma chao niia, miéng lai
cudi chum chim, thiét 1a hitu duyén, nhung
vi cdu Tu duong chdn ngan tinh doi, ma lai lo
lang gia dao, nén cau khong dé y dén. Co6 Ba di
rot mot tach nudc dem lai d€ truGc mat cau Tu
ma mdi cdu udng. Thugng Tu gat dau ta on,
ma coi b khong vui. Thay thong Hang thay
vay bén noi rang:
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— Con Ba dédy n6 ca tuyét diéu da toa. N6 c6
thinh ma cé sac ntia; may bau ganh cai luong
ho mé né qua, cu theo nédn ni véi di Hai moa,
xin d€ cho no theo hat gitip, ngudi thi chiu 500,
nguoi thi chiu mot ngan, ma di Hai mda chua
chiu. Biéu n6 thi “vong c¢6” cho toa nghe. May
con ca ma toa khen, nhu con Tam Bon, con Tu
Cho Ca, sanh v6i né 10 phan khong c6 mot.

Thugng Tt lac dau dap rang:

— Chuyén nha t6i con 1on x0n qua, tdi cd
vui gi ma ca xudng, thay.

Thay thong tudng Thugng T khong dep
cd Ba Vinh Tudng, nén thay khong dam ndi vo
nta. Thugng Tu ngoi choi mot chut rdi ti ma
vé, n6i nha khong co ai, nén khong thé & choi
lau dugc.

Xe chay rdi, thay thong ngé c6 Ba Vinh
Tudng va cudi va ndi rang:

— May ngoi tro tro, khong them néi giong
gi hét, khd qud ma.
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Co6 Ba cudi ma dap rang:
— Ai ma biét néi giong gi.

— Thi hoi tham chuyén nay chuyén kia, ndi
giong gi cling dugc; may cd ngodi lang thinh,
cau budn qua nén cau veé.

— Khong cé quen thi ai biét chuyén gi ma
hai.

Co6 Thong chen v6 ma ndi rang:

— Khong phai. Minh gap qué sao dugc.
Ba gia cau mdi mat nén cau con budn. Thung
thang dé it bita day ro6i coi ma. Toi da coi tuéng
roi. Cai mat do la mdat meé gai, chay dau cho
khoi.

Thay thong cudi ma noéi rang:

— Ba gia cdu chac 1a dé€ tién lai cho cau
nhiéu ldam. CAu mugn anh cau di tra bac cho

ong Gido Chudt roi, ma hoi nay cau lai cling tra
hai ngan dong bac cho Cha rdi niia.
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— Bac Cha méi héi ma tra gidong gi?
— Ma cau tra trudc.

— Con 300 dong bac cua minh, cau cé doi

minh hay khong?

— Toi c6 ndi véi cau dé€ sau roi toi sé tra cho
cau. Noi d6 nghia la hué, biét hon?

C6 Thong cudi.

Thugng Tt lén xe ma vé, ma cau cling tuc
Cudi, cau cudi thay thong Hang da gat cdu mot
lan rdi, bay gio ciing tinh dung my nhon ké ma
moc tai cau nia. Cau ddn long diing cé nghe
16i cam do ma xiéu theo, cau quyét chi khong
them dé€ budc vao dudng quay niia.

Hoi trudc cau ham choi boi, hay vut chat
bao nhiéu, bay gid cau cang s¢ hu nha, lo git
phan bay nhiéu. Céu d6i tanh dugc day, mot la
nhd vo chong thay thong Hang, hai la nhé ¢6
me chét, hai viéc ay déu lam cho cau dn ndn hét
thay.
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Cau vé nha ct di ra di vd ma suy nghi viéc
doi. Cau thay con Mang ché nudc tra dem lén
rét cing thi cdu hoi rang:

— Hoéi sém moi tao thay cé con nao bung
1 di vo nha bép ndi chuyén véi may do, Mang?

— Thua, con Qué, 1a con ctia Huong ho
Huy, cdu khong biét hay sao?

— Vay hay sao? Huong ho Huy c6 con gai
t6i bay 16n, tao cd hay dau.

— Thua, cdu mac di hoc hoai, nén cdu khong
thay.

— N6 lai chi do?

— Thua, Huong h¢ sai n6 dem cho mot con
ca 16c. Ho6i s6m moai cdu mac cé khach nén
khong dam noi.

— Phai may ndi thi tao cho no it cac bac.
Nguoi ta nghéo, ngudi ta bat dugc con cé 16n,
nguoi ta khong dam an dé dem cho minh, néu
minh khong tra tién lai cho ngudi ta, té ra minh
ludng ctia nha ngheo.
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— Huong h¢ la t4 dién ctia cau ma.

— Ta dién cua tao thi tao dugc phép luong
hay sao? Diling c6 ndi bay.

— Ta dién cta cau hé c6 mén ngon vt la tu
nhién phai dem kién cau. Cai dé la 1é thudng
thud nay. Hoi con ba ciing vay, ba cé tra tién
bao gio.

— Tao khong chiu vay.

T6i lai, Huong ho Huy véi 6ng Ba N6 cling
dén ngu git nha gitm. Thugng Td ben hoi
Huong h¢ Huy ring:

— Chu lam giong gi cd ca 16c ma hoi sém
moi chu sai dem cho t6i?

— Thua, hoi hom thang con t6i n6 di chin
ddang®*, nd bat dugc mot con ca trdng qua, nén
& nha t6i biéu dem kién ciu.

— Con ca d6 dang bao nhiéu tién?

— Thua, trén chg ho ban chting ba bon cac.

22 dung cu dan bang tre cdm ngang dong nudc dé bit ca
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— P& t6i tra tién cho chu.

— Thua khong. Toi kién cau, ché ban chac
gi ma tra tién.

— Con chu di dang dém hoém lanh 1éo, bat
dugc con cd muing huim, 1€ nao t6i gianh t6i dn
ma t6i khong dén cai cong cho ngudi bat.

— Thiét t6i khong dam lay tién. Néu cau
trd tién thi cdu khong thuong t6i. Thud nay
toi nhG Ong ba dé rudng cho t6i lam méi cd
com ma an. Chidng may 6ng ba mét roi, bay gio
cau cling vay, phan toi la ké bé dudi, xin cau
thuong.

— Rudng cha lam thud nay thi téi dé cho
chu lam, c6 chi ddu ma khong thuong. Toi tra
tién con c4, la trd tién cong cho ngudi con chu
10i 1an ma bat dém hom cuc khd dé ché.

— Xin cau thuong. T6i mang on cau nhiéu
qua. Toi kién cdu c6 mot con ca ma nghia gi.
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— C6 on gi ma mang. T6i cho chu muén
ruong thi chu phdi dong lta mudén cho t6i, ché
phai t6i cho chu lam ma cha khdéi dong lua
mudn hay sao?

— Thua cau, ai cling vay, lam rudng thi phai
dong lua cho chu dién ché sao.

— Hé dong laa thi c6 on gi?

— Cau noi ky qud! Thud nay c6 ai néi nhu
vay dau.

— Chu lam rudng cua t6i bao nhiéu?

— Thua, t6i lam 3 day. Hoi trudc 6ng d€ cho
toi ¢ 2 day. Nam kia, thang Hoan cuéi vg roi,
toi m&i ndn ni véi 6ng, nén 6ng dé thém mot
day nita cho no lam.

— Chu dong laa rudng bao nhiéu?
— Ba day cuta tdi d6 2 thién bay.

— M6i nam cha gét dap roi dugc chiing bao
nhiéu lia ma chu dong hai thién bay?
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— Nam nao trang lung thi dugc bon thién
rudi. Nam thuong thudng thi dugc 4 thién; c6
ndm that thi vita da dong laa rudng, c6 khi hut
nua.

— Té ra chu lam cuc khé ca ndm, ro6i dong
laa ruong hét, co lgi gi dau?

— Moéi nam té dugc modt thién, hodc nam
bay chuc gid du dn vay thoi.

— Lam rudng ai cing vay hét thay hay sao?

— Ai cling vay.

Thugng Tu ngdi suy nghi mot hoi roi noi
rang:

— Néu vay thi ngudi lam ruéng khé qua!
Lam cad nam ma té dugc c6 mot thién lua. Com
gao, 40 quan, trau thuoc, ciing trong dé thi con
giong gi.

Ong Ba N§& dap ring:

—~ O xti minh hep d4t nén lda rudng cao qua.
Cung chang da, & rudng thi phai lam rudng,
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ché c6 161 lom gi, cau. Cau coi dé ma coi, thus
nay cé ai lam rudéng muén ma dugc lam giau
bao gi6. bu dn nhu chu Huong ho day 1a may:.

Thugng Tu nghe néi nhu vay thi chau may;,
ng6i lang thinh. Chang hiéu ciu nghi nghi thé
nao, ma cach mot hoi réi cau din Huong hao
Huy ngay mai dat gium cdu di coi hét thay may
cai nha & trong dat cau.

Mt tr&i mdéi moc, chim trong vidn duong
kéu lanh 16t, cé dua bo chua rdo mu suong thi
Thugng Tu da biéu Huong ho Huy dat di dao
xom. Cau ra 10 réi queo qua tay mdt, di mot
khtc hét ranh vudn cua cdu thi t6i mot cai nha
14 nhé. Cau héi nha ai, thi Huong hé Huy ndi
nha nay la nha cua tén Kim. Cau budc vo san
thay mot bén c6 mot dong tau dua kho chit
tti doan van van boé phoi d6 diang lam cui ma
chum; mdt bén c6 mot céi gian lam dé cho bau
leo, bau da co trai long thong bing bép cang.
Mot ba gia mat may nhdn nhiu, quan do lang
thang, duong lum khum dya bén hé ma hai
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rau; ba con vit 16ng trang ndn, mo vang khe,

kéu nhau di lai viing, dap canh nghe bach bach.
Huong ho Huy kéu ba gia ma hai rang:

— Thang Kim dau, ba Hai? C6 ciu Tu lai
day.

Ba gia ngudc lén, thay cau Tu thi chao hoi,
r6i kéu con om som. Thang Kim, chting 30 tudi,
cao 16n vam v§, trén & tran bay nguc den thi,
duéi ban quan van chi dau goi, 6 nha sau lon
ton budc ra. Anh ta thay cht dat thi lién 16t cai
khan bit trim trén dau xuong ma xa. Thugng
Tt hoi ba gia hai rau lam chi, thi ba cu6i ma
dap rang:

— Hai vai nam ma ludc dang lat ntia chdm
mam.

— Ché cham gidng gi nita khong dugc hay
sao ma phai chdim mam?

— Ngheo ma cé gidng gi dau cau. An rau co
mam mudi vay thoi.
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— An vAy ma ngon hay khong?
— Cing ngon ché.

Thugng Tu day qua hdi thing Kim lam
nghé gi. Thi né néi lam muén, con vg né mua
bau, mudp, hanh rau, moéi bita ganh ra chg ma
ban. Thugng Td budc lai ctta dom v6 nha thi
thay nha xich xat, trong trudc trong sau, phia
trudc c6 mdt bd van dau nhd, mot cdi chong
tre, mot cai cdi gia gao, véi cai quan nhut nhut,
nhét lung vao vach la ma phoi, hai 6ng x4 long
thong. Cau chi cai quin va cudi va néi véi thang
Kim rang:

— Anh thay nha ngudi ta treo man théu
anh bat chudc, nén anh cling treo man théu dé
phéi hon?

Thang Kim lat dat chay vo lay cai quan xap
Om trén tay va noi rang:

— Hom qua gidt roi 16 t6i phoi khong kho,
nén ba gia t6i mai phoi do, sg d€ ngoai san ho

lay.
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Thuogng TU cudi réi bo ra di. Téi mot cai
nha niia la nha ctia Bay Thién. Vg chong Bay
Thién di khdi bo bay con & nha, dda I6n hon
hét chuing 14, 15 tudi thi giti ndm sau dua nho,
dda & tran, dda 6 trudng, mdt may cé luom,
bung coi binh rinh. Sap nhé thay Thuong T,
dda 16n biét nén budc ra ma x4, dida nho sg
nén bd chay vo nha. Thugng T day lai néi véi
Huong ho Huy rang:

— C6 con sao khong san soc, d€ chung n6 &
tran & trudng coi do ddy qua.

Huong h¢ Huy déap rang:

— Vo chong thang Bay Thién nghéo ma con
lai dong. N6 lam troi chét, ma cd khi con khong
dt com cho sap con né an, cé dau sam 4o quin
cho tt té dugc.

Ngheo dén noi khong thé saim quan do du
cho con ban! Thugng Tt nghe ndi diéu ay thi
cau chau may.
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bi mot khac ntia thi t6i mot cai bo nho.
Huong hé Huy néi:

— B& nay vo nha toi.

Thuong Tt git dau rdi queo vo b ay. Chiing
budc téi cai ctia ngod gai bang tre thi Huong ho
Huy chen di trudc ma maé ctia va noi rang:

— Trua r6i ma sao bay tré chua mé cua tha
trau di dn vay kia.

Budc vo san, Thugng Tt thdy mot cai nha
la ba can thap thap ma sach sé, phia bén ta lai
c6 mot cai nha ngang d€ ndu an, dung lda, phia
bén hitu cé mot cdi chudng nhot hai con trau
16n sting cong vong v6i mdt con nghé sling
chua lu. Dya bén chudng trau cé mdt déng
rom quén® bay ga xum buoi kiém lua do.

Huong h¢ Huy mai khdch vo nha va kéu
vo kéu con om som biéu trai chiéu, biéu nau
nudc. Thim Huong ho ra chao cau Tu. Thang
Hoan, 1a con trai l6n ctia Huong ho, & trong

23 ru quén, thu hat
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buong 6m ra mot chiéc chiéu trang, n6 16t khan
x4 cau roi trai chiéu trén bo van go ci 1ot can
gitia.

Thuong Tt ngd quang quat, thay nha cling
chang c6 d6 dac chi lam, chinh gitia don mot
ban tho, trong treo tugng 4 tam, chii den gidy
dd, trén ban dé€ mot tim binh phong véi mot
cdp chun dén bang cay vang vang. Vach buong
thi dung bang 14 cham, ctia thi lam khuoén cay
roi cap bang la xé. Thuogng T hoi Huong ho
rang:

— Chu dugc may dia con?

— Toi c6 4 dua. Thang Hoan day la 16n, toi
Cu6i vg cho no roi. K€ con Qué, noé bung cd 1én
cho cau hom qua dé. Con hai dia nho nia thi
trai hét, mot dda 14 tudi, mot dda 12 tudi.

— Chu c6 cho 2 dta nhé di hoc hay khong?

— T6i cing mudn cho con di hoc qua, ngat
vi nha ngheo, bay gi¢ biét lam sao.Thang trong
thi néd mac di coi trau; con thang nhé thi nhé
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qud, phan thi nha trudng xa, né khong dam di
mot minh.

— Cht ndi t6i méi nhé. Thang Hoan chén
dang bat ca day phai hon? D€ t6i cho no tién.

Cau Thugng Tt va néi va mdc bép phoi lay
ra mot dong bac ma dua cho thang Hoan. Vg
chong Huong h¢ nan ni xin cau dling cho tién.
Thang Hoan ciing ti chdi khong dam lay bac.
Thugng Tt ray biéu phai lay vi cau khong chiu
ludng ctia nha ngheo. Cau bo dong bac trén
gh€ roi ding ddy budc ra ctia va biéu Huong
ho di gitim véi cau niia.

Ra téi san, cau thay con Qué, dau bit trum
khan, do vat ngang lung quan, duong bung
thung laa do trén chiéc dém ma phoi. Cau chi
nd ma ndi rang;

— Phai con em nay bung cd 1én hoi sém moi
hoém qua hay khong?

Huong hd git dau chiu phai. Con Qué
ding xa khong nghe Thugng Tt néi chuyén gi,
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song nd thay chi n6 ma néi thi né mac cd, nén
cui mat ma lai cudi mum mim.

Thuong Tu di quan sat choi téi 10 gio, troi
ndi nang cau mdi tré vé va biéu Huong ho theo
lén nha dn com véi cau.

Tuy Thugng Tt sanh truéng noi chdn nay;,
nhung ma hoi nhd bi me cung khong cho ra
khoi nha, chting khon 16n thi mac di hoc, lac
bai trudng vé nha me cling khong cho t6i nha
ta dién ta thé ma choi, bdi vay cau khong biét
nha ai, khong quen vdi ai, cdu chi thdy nha cau
cao 16n sung sudng, ché cau khong dé nha cua
nguoi ta lum tum ngheo kho.

Hom nay cau di vong trong xém, cdu thay
quang canh kho khan ctia con nha ngheo, gia
cd ma con lum cum di lam, con nit ma phai
tran truong khong quin 4o, ngudi trai nang
dam mua ma khong dt com nudi vg con, ké
chai tay ndm mdt ma khong dam than phién
mét nhoc. Cdu thay nhu vay cdu lay lam dau
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long, nén chiling ngdi an com v6i Huong ho,
cdu thd ra ma ndi rang:

— Toi nghi lai thiét t6i dai qua. Toi di choi
bay ba may thang ton bon ndm ngan dong bac.
Ché chi toi dé€ s6 tién ay toi phat cho moi nguoi
nghéo trong x6m, moi ngudi nam bay chuc
hodc mdt tram, thi ho mting biét la chting nao.

Huong ho déap rang:

— Thud nay cé ai ma lam dugc nhu cau ndi
d6 bao gid. Chang cin gi phai cho, mién 1a cho
muon ding dn 16i thi ho cling mang on qua
10i.

Thuong Tt chong dtia, ngoi ngo sting ngoai
san, tri cau 1on x0n, long cau buc ruc, nén cau
dn com khong biét ngon.
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CHUONG 12

at dat t6i cung thi that thu nhi cho ba

K& hién. C6 Ba Ngoc 1én trudc mot
biia, c6 bay rudc thay chua, c6 lanh di chg, co
biéu mai lang xdm, ¢6 lo sap dat hét thay cho
em. Thugng T cAm banh xe** di qua Ong Vin
ma rudc vg, vi vg cé nghén nam sdu thang roi,
cau khong muon di xe ngya.

Vg chong 6ng Hoi dong bang long dé cho
con theo chong vé lo ciing tuan cho me chong.
Nhung ma khi ¢6 Ba Manh ra di thi 6ng Hoi
dong kéu ma dan rang:

— Hé cung tuan cho chi xong rdi con phai
vé, ché dling cé & miét 6 bén da, nghe hon.

24 14i xe
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Thuong Tu da quyét cai stia théi cii, khong
thém choi boi xai pha niia dé ti té véi vg ma
lo lap than. Ma 6ng Hoi dong khong hiéu y cua
ré, 6ng cd chap 1oi giao két lac binh thudng,
ong khong dung ché cho nguoi trong khi nguy
bién, 6ng muon dugc phan ong, 6ng khong ké
phén ré, 6ng lam nhu vay ching khic nao ré
toan budc chun vao dudng phai, ma 6ng giang
tay ngan can, budc nd phai di trong dudng quiy
hoai.

Thuong Tu nghe cha vg ddn vg phai vé thi
cdu lay lam buon, song budn thi d€ bung ché
cadu khong dam thd 16 ra nhu ngay trudce niia.

Rudc vg vé nha roi, toi lai thuia luc ngudi
trong nha ngu im lim, Thugng T & trong
buong van den 1én cho t6 va noéi véi vg rang:

— Hoi trudce t6i kho dai lam. Téi ham choi
bdi xai phi, t6i huy bac minh, t6i lam buon thay
ma bén nha, ma t6i lai lam sdu ndo cho ma bén
nay ntia. Bay gio toi nghi lai, thiét t6i an ndn
biét chiing nao. Da biét t6i choi boi may thang
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ton hao hét may ngan dong bac; song tdi an
nan day la dn nan sy 16i dao lam chong, 1am ré,
lam con, ché khong phai tai ton hao d6 ma t6i
dn nan, bdi vi nhd cd ton hao dé t6i mai biét
khon, t6i méi thoat ra khoéi con dudng quiy
dugc.

To6i da an nan cailoi ¢l roi, toi da co lay thay
m4d ma xin dung thit. Chang hiéu vi ¢§ nao thay
cu ghét toi hoai, néi thé nao thay ciing khong
chiu cho minh vé & bén nay. Minh nghi d6 ma
coi, nha ctia vuon dat cta téi nhu vay, néu toi
vé€ bén ma &, thi cong cudc bén niy bod cho ai?
Con néu t6i 6 bén nay, thi vg chong cach bt
nhau da kho long, ma trong nha khong c6 dan
ba thi lay ai coi soc.

Toi budn qud. Néu minh thuong toi, minh
khong phién t6i niia, thi minh phai tinh thé nao
ddng vé€ bén nay 6 ma xem soc viéc nha gium
cho t6i. Da biét dao lam con thi tung quyén
cha me, nhung ma gai c6 chong cling c6 dao
vg chong. Viéc ¢ bén nay hay la & bén, quyén
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quyét dinh tai néi minh. Néu minh mudén vé
bén nay thi cha me can sao dugc.

C6 Ba Mang nghe chong n6i nhu vay thi c6
tia nudc mat ma dap rang:

— Nha ctia nhu vay minh bé di vé bén ma
& sao dugc. Toi cling biét [am ché. Phén t6i thi
toi & dau cting dugc hét. Theo 1€ thi t6i phai
vé & bén nay dang lo trong nha trong cta, ché
nha ma khong c6 dan ba thi hu hao chiu sao
cho noi. Ngat vi tanh y thay khoé lam. Thay néi
nhu rya chém xudng dat. Viéc gi cling vay, thay
nhtit dinh mot lan ma thoi, ai cai ciing khong
dugc.

Thay néi bai vi thay khong c6 con trai nén
hoi ga t6i, thay co giao bat ré, bay gio dau thé
nao thay cting khong chiu cho t6i vé & bén nay.
Thay néi nhu vay, toi biét lam sao. Ma to6i nghi,
néu toi vé bén nay thiét cting kho cho thay ma
lam, bdi vi trong nha c6 mot minh téi, néu toi
di roi lam sao.
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Thuong Tt nghe vg nodi nhu vay, cau ngodi
buodn hiu. Cau ngé tran ngon den mot hoi roi
cdu noi rang:

— Toi biét minh con phién téi 1am, minh
chua hét gian t6i dau.

— Khong, tdi co phién gidn chi dau.

— Minh néi nhu vay dé du chi r6 1a minh
khong thiét tinh. Cach t6i ¢ v6i minh hoi nam
ngoai do, lam sao ma minh khong phién dugc.
Ma minh phién dang lam, téi c6 dam trach
minh dau, nén minh s¢ ma phai giau.

— Thiét a, chang phdi bay gié ma thoi, ndm
ngodai lic minh danh chudi dudi x4 t6i do, toi
cling khong gian minh ntia. T6i ti phan riéng
cho t6i v6 duyén thiéu phudc ma thoi.

— Néu minh khong gidn t6i, ma sao bay
gi® toi dn ndn rodi, to6i nhut dinh lo sap viéc
nha khong thém choi boi ntta, ma minh ciing
khong mudén vé & bén nay véi toi?
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— T6i muon sao dugec. Tai thay ma, ché phai
tai toi dau. Thay ma khong cho, t6i dau dam
cai.

— Néu vay thi tinh vg chong khong c6 ng-
hia gi hét!

— Vay ché6 dao cha con t6i trdi dugc hay
sao?

— Xin minh ndéi ddt mot lan. Vi thay ma
khong cho, nén minh khong ddm trdi y cha me
ma theo chong phai hon?

Cau hoi thiét 1a rd rang, ma vi su rd rang
ay lam cho c6 Ba Manh boi r6i, nén c6 khong
dam tra 161 voi. C6 ngdi ngam nghi mot chut,
roi cO cui mat ma dap rang:

— Xin minh nghi lai ma thuong gitim phan
toi. Khong phai t6i khong mudn theo minh vé
bén ndy. Tai thay khong bang long, t6i biét [am
sao. Phan t6i thiét la khé qua. Thay biéu toi &
bén, minh muodn tbi vé bén nay; toéi & gida, toi
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khong biét liéu lam sao cho viia y hai bén hét
dugc.

Ma théi, minh ding cé budn. Tuy thay
khong chiu cho t6i vé bén nay, song thay co
htia cho t6i v6i minh qua lai. Pugc nhu vay thi
cting chang hai chi lam. Tuy t6i & bén, song lau
lau t6i cling chay qua tham bén nay, ché phai
thay ma cam tuyét khong cho téi lui hay sao
ma ngai.

Thugng Tt thd dai dap rang:

— Vo chong ma phai phan ré moéi nguoi &
mot noi, lau lau méi dge hiép nhau mot vai
ngay, chang khac nao mot ngudi khich, thi co
ban tinh véi nhau dugc viéc gi dugc. Toi muon
c6 minh & bén nay dang hiép véi t6i ma lam.

— Minh tinh lam viéc gi?

— To6i to thiét v6i minh, ti hoi nhoé cho téi
chiing cudi vg, t6i dn no roi tinh choi cho vui,
toi muodn c6 tién nhiéu ma xai ché khong ké
tGi ai, toi khong them dé y vao viéc gi hét. Tu
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hom ma mat t&i nay, t6i chan ngan viéc doi, toi
khong them choi boi nita.

Toi & nha toéi no6i chuyén véi may nguoi ta
dién, roi toi di dao x6m toi thay bé an & cta
mady nguoi & trong dat niia, thi t6i xon xang
trong long, t6i thuong x4t phan con nha ngheo
qua. Ngudi giau ¢ khong dn choi sung sudng,
ma lua théc bac tién cé thém hoai, khong biét
lam giong gi cho hét.

Con ngudi ngheo la ti dau nam chi cudi,
chai tay nam mat, ma dn & cyc khd, 4o quan
lang thang, gia ca lum cum cling chua dugc
nghi ngoi, con nit I6n 1én thi khong thé di hoc.
Toi thay nhu vay toi kho chiu qua. Téi muon
tinh ti ray sap lén tdéi khong thau tién thé cu
clia may ngudi & trong dat nia.

Con may ngudi mudén rudng thi mua t6i
day toi biéu ho dong phan ntia lua ruéng ma
thoi, con phéan nta thi téi cho ho dang ho kha
mot chat, ché d€ ho ngheo qua toi nghiép. Toi
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tinh nhu vay d6, minh nghi tht coi dugc hay
khong?

C6 Ba Manh tanh tinh hién héu, thud nay
cO § vOi ta dién ta thd thiét la ti té, co chang
hé khinh khi ai, chang hé hiép dap ai, chang hé
kho khac ai; nhung ma con nha giau, chilo lam
ra tién ché khong ua lam that lgi, tuy c6 khong
chiu ddc ac, song c6 ciing khong biét cuu giup,
bdi vay c6 nghe chong ndi bd tién dat, b6t lua
rudng, thi c6 chung hting, nhuéng mat ngé
chong ma dap rang:

— Minh tinh nhu vy sao dugc? O trong dit
thi phai dong tién dat, ai c6 dat ma cho thién
ha & khong bao gio? Con cho mudn rudng, hé
nguoi ta cho sao thi minh cho vay, minh khong
tang laa rudng la may, ché sao lai b6t?

— Ngudi ta lam sao tu y ho, minh bat chuéc

ho 1am chi. T6i thdy ngudi & trong x6m ho ng-
heo cuc tdi thuong qua.
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— Nhu ai nghéo thi minh cho ho doéi ba
dong bac, hodc nam mudi gia lua ma thoi ché.

— Cuu giap nhu vay ciing dugc; nhung ma
cho doi ba dong bac hodc ndm mudi gia lua,
bat qua dé vét ho trong it ngay ma thoi, ché
lam sao cho ho b6t nghéo dugc.

— Troi oi, ai lam sao cho ho hét nghéo cho
dugc! Ho phdi lam an thi ho méi hét ngheo
ché.

— O xt minh, hé ngheo thi c6 thé nao ma
hét ngheéo dugc. Minh nghi d6 ma coi, lam
rudng téi mua gat dap dugc chiing 500 gia lua,
phai dong lua rugng hon ba tram gia, phai trd
laa trau, lua cdy, lua git, lua dap, lua dat ma, roi
con giong gi dau ma an?

— Tai ho ngheo thi ho phai chiu, ché biét
lam sao. Ma minh thuong ta dién ta tho cua
minh minh lam nhu vay, minh chac ho hét ng-
heo hay khong? Té6i sg minh td t€ qud, roi ho
dé nguoi, ho khong lam én, cang hai hon niia.
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Hudng chi khong phéi ndi ta dién ctia minh
day ngheo ma thoi. Thién ha ngheo xt nay qua
xu kia, minh lam sao ma lam cho hét thay déu
hét ngheéo dugc?

— Minh thay nguai ta nghéo kho trudc mat
minh day, minh chiu khong dugc, thi minh giup
cho ho, ché lo cho hét thay thién ha sao dugc?
Néu minh noéi “thién ha ngheéo khé nghéo lam,
toi khong cé stic ma giap hét thay dugc, nén to6i
khong thém ctiu giup ai hét’, thi té ra c6 mot
ngudi nao dugc nhé minh dau? Khong phai
vay, & doi hé minh c6 thé lam phai dugc chut
nao thi minh lam chut ndy, ché khong nén noi:
“Toi khong lam phai nhiéu dugc, bdi vay toi
khong lam phai it”

— Minh lam theo minh tinh d¢, t6i s¢ trong
vai nam, ho khong hét nghéo, ma minh phai
ngheo theo ho.

— Dau ngheéo t6i cling vui. Ma cé sao dau
ma ngheéo? Tién dat thdu mo6i nam chiing mot
tram, bo s6 do cing khong hai gi bao nhiéu.
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Con laa rudng ctia téi gan bdy ngan gia, néu
toi cho ta dién phéan nta thi toi cling con phan
nta la ba ngan rudi gia xai khong hét. Huong
chi bay gi¢ t6i nhut dinh khong them choi boi
ntia, ndi hué lgi miéng vudn ciing da dn xai
trong nha, c6 chuyén gi ma phai t6i ngheo?

— Khong dugc. Minh bay chuyén trai doi

quad, tuy téi khong ddm cdn minh, song toi
khong dam du vao.

— T6i muon trong viéc gi cling vy, phai
dong vo dong chong mdi vui.

— Khong. Minh lam sao thi lam, t6i khong
biét t4i.

Thugng Tt thay vg khong hiép y thi cau
ngo6i budn hiu, hét mudén noéi chuyén nia,
khong thé ban tinh viéc gi dugc.
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CHUONG 13

Di choi boi thi ai ndy khong vui long,
no6i di choi phai hu nha hai than.
Muon hoa hiép véi vg, thi vg khong bang long,
no6i khong dam cai linh cha me. Tinh & phai véi
nguoi ngheo kho, thi vg lai khong chiu du, néi
lam nhu vay la trai doi.

Lam ngudi cé tién san ma khong dugc xai
dong tién, c6 vg san ma khong dugc & véi vo,
muon lam phai cing khong dugc lam, thé thi
cai than khon nan nay troi sanh ra dé giti tién
bac, phai chiu quanh hiu, phai chiu phong tuc
cho dén man doi man kiép hay sao?

bam cing tuan xong roi, c6 Ba Manh tré
vé cha me, cd Ba Ngoc cling tr§ vé nha chong.
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Thugng Td & mot minh, cdu budn buc chiu
khong noi. Tuy moéi ngay hodc cdu xudng nha
thay Ban bién, hodc thay Ban bién lén nha cau
ma noi chuyén choi, song thay Ban bién la ngusi
lam quan, thdy chiang noi chuyén chi khéc hon
1a thuc thué, di tuan, xét s6 cong nho, bat giai
trom cudp, la nhiing chuyén khong thich hiép
VGi tri y cta cau, béi vay khong gidi budn buc
cho ciu dugc.

Ché chi cau tudi l6n, ngo tai danh 1gi, ua
thu thanh nhan, trén dudng déi ai dai khon cuc
suéng mdc ai, cdu 4n than trong toa nha ngdi,
cau an phan véi thét vuon diia nay, thi khong
dén ndi goi minh la vé phudc. Ngit vi cdu con
duong buoi thanh nién, tinh cuong, huyét
nhiét, tri con hdng hdi, tinh con do6i dao, ma
biéu cau mdi ngay ndm co trong nha ma cho
hai bta com, mo6i dém phai chong den trong
budng ma ngdi nghe dé€ gay, thi c6 thé nao cau
chiu cho kham. Thoéi nha giau la nhu vay hay
sao? Thu vg chong la vay hay sao?
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Thugng Tu luoén budn long trach phan,
bong tiép dugc mdt buc tho cua thay Huynh
Van Kha, la anh em ban hoc ngay trudc, goi
cho hay rang thay dugc cap bang lam ky luc tai
Toa bo Gia Pinh may thang réi, ma mai cau
ngay mung 10 1én chung vui véi thay, vi ngay
Ay 1a ngay thay cuéi vg. Ay 1a mot dip t6t cho
Thugng Tu di tham mot ngudi ban thiét va giai
budn chut dinh niia, bdi vay doc tho roi thi cau
lién nhtt dinh cau sé di.

Pén ngay mung chin, cdu can dan thing
Ng6 v6i con Mang & nha coi nha, va cau muon
Huong ho Huy vé6i 6ng Ba N6 t6i ngu gitm,
ngay xem xét, roi cau sap 4o quan vao hoa ly
lén xe ma di Gia Pinh. Vi trong tho thay Ky
Kha khong c6 noéi nha thay & chd nao, bdi vay
1én t6i Gia Dinh, Thugng Tu phai ghé Toa bo
ma héi tham. Bép hau thay ciu ban y phuc td
té, di xe hoi rot rat, nén lat dat chi nha thay Ky
Kha & day phé ngé qua ling Ong, can tht ba.
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Thugng Tu vd nha, thay Ky Kha hét stc
mung r§. Cha me ba con thay Ky & Go Cong da
1én du r6i, ma cudc dam cudi cling da sap dat
san sang roi hét. Thugng T hoi tham thay Ky
coi cudi con ai & dau, thay Ky dap rang:

— Toi cudi con gai dng Phan Huong & trong
X6m ga. Ong gia toi biét t6i ngheo, nén khong
doi vat gi hét. Toi cing khong nhédm ho. Chiéu
nay 3 gig, dang trai vo 1am 1€ r6i & ludn trong,
dén tbi Ong gia toi dai tiéc. Toi & pho chat hep
qua rudc dau khong tién, nén t6i & luén bén vo
3 biia, roi vg chong méi dat nhau vé ngoai nay.

Thay Ky Kha néi tu nhién ma Thugng Tu
ngdi ngo ngan, vi thud nay cdu tradm trd co
Thai Thi Thién Kim, luc me tinh di néi vg cho
cau, thi cau co doi cuédi cd no, cau khong de
ngay nay anh em ban cua cau lai dugc cdi hanh
phudc lam chong ngudi cau da mé ude. Cau
thuong thay Ky Kha lam, bdi vay cau méi nghe
tin thi cau ngo ngan, nhung ma cau nghi lai,
anh em cua cdu dugc cdi hanh phudc dy con
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tot hon 1a ngudi khac dugc, nén ciu cudi ma
ndi rang:

— Toa c6 phudéc lam. Mda mting cho toa
vi moa nghe ndi con gdi ctia 6ng Phan Huong
thiét la ding dén. D&i ndy cudi vg chang cin
lua con nha giau, mién 1a dugc ngudi dong tam
hiép y thi qui hon. Mda c6 di trudc cai dudng
dé r6i moa thao hon toa, nén mda néi day
khong phai la néi déc dau.

Thay Ky Kha 1a ngudi chon chat thiét tha,
nghe Thugng T n6i may l6i &y ma khong hiéu
cdu uét vé viéc vg chong, thiy lai ndi rang:

— T6i méi 1én lam viéc trén nay may thang
nay, toi khong biét con vg t6i. Anh cling hiéu
phan t6i ngheo, t6i khong deo bong cho giau
c6 sang trong. Ong gia to6i 6ng thdy t6i dng
thuong, nén Ong kéu 6ng ga. Con anh c6 vg
cho nao roi hay chua?

— Mda cudi vo hoi nam ngodi lan ma. Thoi
hoc vé it thang thi mda cuéi.
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— Sao anh khong cho t6i hay? Anh cuéi vg
& dau?

~ Cudi bén chg Ong Vin, ciing & trong hat
My Tho. Ma cudi roi cting nhu chua, béi vi nha
ai nay &.

~ Ua! Sao vay?

~ Ong gia méa budc moa phdi vé bén ma
¢. Ba gia mda mat roi, moa bi€t bo nha cho ai
ma vé bén dugc. Ong nhit dinh khong cho vo
moa vé bén nay, béi vay mda & c6 mét minh,
budn qua.

— Bdc gdi cling mat roi niia sao?

— Phai, méit hon moét thang nay.

Hai anh em néi chuyén méi t6i do, ké ong
than cua thay Ky xen vd6 méi Thugng Tu di
ho gitm qua dan gdi, béi vi ba con & xa lén
khong dugc nén ho dang trai coi thua thét lam.
Thugng T lén day da san long 6 chung vui véi
thay Ky cho dén cung, ma nghe thay Ky cudi
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con O6ng Phan Huong, thi cdu lai cang muo6n &
di ho hon ntia, boi vay nghe moi thi cdu chiu
16 lién.

bén ba gid chiéu, Thugng T mdi chang
ré va dng sui ba sui lén xe clia cau ma di qua
dang gai; con sau bay ngudi di ho thi lén hai xe
16-ca-x6ng* da mudn san cho dan 6ng mot ci,
dan ba mot cai.

Qua t6i dang gai, Thuong Ta ngdi chim
bim, khong mudén noéi chuyén véi ai hét, chi
trong nang dau ra lam 1é ddng coi nam nay
dung nhan cé khac hon nam trudc hay khong.
Céch chiang bao l1au nang ddu ban 4o rong xanh
trong budng budc ra hiép véi chang ré ma lam
1& 6ng ba roi chao ho va ra mat ba con bén
chong.

Thugng Tt ngodi nhin guong mdt ré nhu
hoa viia méi né, tudng di ding yéu diéu ma cé
vé nghiém trang, sanh vé4i c6 Hai hau thi nhan

25 location:cho thué
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sac ¢6 Thién Kim c6 phan hon, ma lai ¢6 nét 6n
hoa tu thién nia.

Lam 1€ xong rdi, nang d4u cdi 4o rong va
mac moOt mG 4o chet di dai khach. Co sai trai
don ché nudc, c6 mdoi ho dan ba an trau, co
ding noi chuyén véi chong, co di coi chdt nude
da, cu chi nao ciing ty nhién, cau noi nao cling
thanh nha. Co 1é thay Ky Kha dugc vg vua
thong thao, viia xinh dep thi thay phi tinh dac
¥, nén thay di v di ra miéng chum chim cuoi
hoai, ma mot lat lai néi chuyén nhé nhé véi
vg khong ai nghe r6 noéi chuyén gi, duy thay
chong noi ma ngd vo rat hiiu tinh, vg gat dau
ma cudi rat hitu duyén.

Thuong Tu liéc thay anh em ban cua cau
say sua v6i hanh phudc, thi cau ming tham
trong long mung cho ban c6 vg dugc vui tha
v6i chong, ma cling mting cho ai c6 chong khoi
tai tham duyén phén. Tuy miuing thi mtng,
nhung ma cau thay dam cudi nay, roi cdu nhé
dam cudi ctia cau hoi nam ngoadi, thi cau kho
chiu nhiéu it trong long.
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Thay Ky Kha la con nha nghe¢o ma vg thay
cling con nha ngheo, sao biia cudi, vg chong
lai han hoan nhu vay? Con minh la con nha
giau ma v¢ minh cing la con nha giau, sao
ngay minh cudi v¢ minh khong vui, ma coi b
minh cting khong vui chut nao hét? R6 rang
161 ngudi ta ndi “vg chong vui la bdi tam dau y
hiép, ch6é khong phai tai ruong rong bac nhiéu”
1a 161 néi trang lam ma.

Tiéc dam cudi man roi, Thugng T tu thay
Ky Kha ma vé. Thay Ky Kha dua cdu ra xe; luc
bat tay tui biét nhau, cau noéi véi ban mot lan
n{ia rang:

— Toa cuéi vg nhu vay moa miing cho toa
lam. Nhu vay la hanh phuéc, ché khong phai
kiém cho giau c6 sang trong mdi goi la hanh
phudc dugc dau.

Khi ra di, Thugng Tt tinh 1én miing ban
roi ra Sai Gon & choi it bita, ma chuing tré ra
Sai Gon cau khong muon 6, nén tuy troi da toi
roi, song ciu chay thang vé nha.
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Hoéi 6 nha truéng mdi ra, Thuong T lién
x40 nong nay bao nhiéu, bay gio ciu thay thé
cudc, cau hiéu nhon tinh, nén ciu tram tinh 6n
hoa cling bay nhiéu. Chuyén gi dang ndi cau
mdi ndi, chuyén gi dang cudi cau mdi cudi.

Tl ngay cdu di dam cudi trén Gia Dinh roi,
thi ciu lai cang it néi hon nita. O trong nha
nhiéu khi dén hai ba gi6 dong hé ma cau khong
nghe cau n6i mot ti€ng chi véi con Mang hoac
thang Ngd. Mdi biia cdu ci nam trén vong ma
coi sach hoac coi nhut trinh.

S6m mdéi cau thuong di dao mot vong
trong vuon. Budi chiéu thi cau di vong trong
x0m, gap con nit cau thudng cho xu hodc bac
cac, thay ngudilén cau hay héi tham cong cudc
lam an. Vi cti chi cau déi khac xua, nén ngay
trudc khong ai dugc ndi chuyén véi cau, ma
bay gio tu gia chi tré ai cling than cau, ai cling
kinh yéu cau hét thay.

Cau hét mong rudc vg vé niia dugc, nén
cdu lo sap dat viéc nha. Cau giao con Mang
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quan sudt dudi nha sau, coi com nudc, coi gao
cui, giti dau héi nuéc mam, lo di chg mua én.
Céu giao cho thang Ng6 xem xét cay trdi trong
vuon, coi mudn lam cé vét muong, coi ban
dtia cau chudi mit. Cau lai néi véi Huong ho
Huy cho thang con tt, 12 tudi, tén thang Lac, &
vGi cau ddng cdu sai vit nhu quét nha, lau ghé,
ché nudc, dot den, cdu hida mdi thang ciu sé
thudng cong cho nd ba dong bac.

Ngay 12 thang 5 t6i ngay lam tuan ba nhut
cho ba K¢& hién Ly Thi Nho. C6 Ba Manh gan
ngay khai hoa, c6 ¢t éch qud, nén c6 qua khong
ddng. Thugng Td cay chi rudt véi chi dau lo
lang gitm cuc cing quay.

bém vao dam, thay chtia ngdi tung kinh
Kim cang Bat nha trugc ban thg, Huong chtc
trong x06m ngoi uéng nudc noéi chuyén phia
ngoai ctia. Thugng Tu cung rdi budc vo nha
trong thay hai v¢ chong thay Ban bién véi co
Ba Ngoc duong ngoi trén bo van, cdu beén ngoi
lai d6 ma choi.
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Co6 Ban bién ngé thay Thugng Tu thi co6
ndi rang:

— Con Tu nam ch6 nam noi roi thé nao
cling phai rudc nd vé bén nay, ché & bén luon
hay sao? Vg chong ma & moét ngudi mot noi
vay sao dugc.

Thay Ban bién dép rang:

— Bac HOi dong ky qua. Noi hét siic ma bac
cling khong chiu, ai biét lam sao bay gio.

Thugng Tt chau may ndi rang:

— Tai Ong gia t0i ma cing tai vg t0i niia.
Néu no biét dao vg chong, gdi cé chong di theo
chong, thi ai lam sao ma can no6 dugc. Toi biét
n6 khong cé thuong toi. N6 ct ndi tai hoi trude
cd 16i giao, bay gio 6ng gia t6i khong cho n6 vé
bén nay, nén noé la con, n6 khong dam cai. Anh
chi cting hiéu, hoi trudc ma toi giao két, thi co
de cudc 16 d& nhu vay dau.

Bay gio rii ma to6i mat, nha ctia minh mong,
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ai cling biét t6i khong thé nao boé di dau dugc,
ma no lam ngat khong chiu vé bén nay;, ttic thi
1a n6 khong thuong t6i ché gi. Thoi, toi khong
can nita. NO muon 6 bén né 6. Téi 6 mdt minh
toi cling dugc. Vay ché may thang nay khong
c6 nd do, toi lai chét choc gi.

Co Ba Ngoc cudi ma ndi rang:

— Em gidn em ndi lay nhu vay, ché chi biét
con Tu no6 thuong em lam. Ngét vi mot bén thi
chong, mot bén thi cha, c6 1é nao né bo bung
cha ma theo y chong. Em ndi em ciing phai xét
lai cho né ché.

— Vay ma chi con binh n6 niia!

— Khong phai chi binh. N6i phai quay cho
em nghe ché binh giéng gi. Em d€ d6 em coi,
khong 1é bac Hoi dong 16t da ma séng doi. Dé
chting bac tram tudi gia roi coi con Tu nod vé
bén nay hay khong ma.

Co6 Ban bi¢n nghe néi nhu vay bén h6t ma
dap rang:
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— Dt hon! Vg chong con nhd ma cach buc
nhau, n6i nhu c6 vay thi dgi biét may muoi
nam niia maGi sum hiép.

— Day d6 ma xa xac gi! Qua lai v6i nhau
cling dugc ma. May thang nay khong c6 cdn,
ma thang Tu né sap dat trong nha coi cling
xong qua.

— Coi ché nha khong cé dan ba, khong ai
xem xét trong ngoai, nghi ciing kho 1am ché.
Phan cha Tu nd con nho, chu & mét minh cha
cling buodn.

Thugng Tt bén noi rang:

— Chi Hai noi phai. To6i budn thiét, ma dau
Vg toi v€ bén nay di niia, sg toi ciing khong hét
budn dugc, bdi vi vg chong t6i khong giong y
nhau. Tha la n6 & bén, téi & bén nay mot minh
toi muodn lam viéc gi tu y toi.

Co6 Ban bién cu¢i ma ndi rang:

— Bd chtl nay muon cudi vg bé hay sao, nén
chu noi nhu vay?
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Thugng Tu chung hting, cau ngo6 ngay chi
dau ma héi rang:

— Vg bé dau ma cudi? Khong, t6i khong co
tinh viéc d6 dau. Cudi vg bé lam chi? Mot vg
dé da ma lam cho t6i ngéan roi, cudi thém ntia
chiu sao noéi. Cai ddi cua tdi hu rdi, bay gio toi
khong con biét cdi gi 1a vui niia hét. Cac sy mo
udc cuia toi may nam trudc da tiéu tan, da roira
hét r6i. Bay gid sé thich cua t6i la s6m mdéi dao
vuon, budi chiéu dao x6m, téi nam coi sach ma
thoi.

Thay Ban bién cudi ma ndi rang:

— Em con nho tudi ma em noéi chuyén nghe
nhu o6ng gia. Phai, may thang nay qua thay
em khong choi bdi niia thi qua cling muing.
Nhung ma & doi cdi gi cling viia viia vay thoi,
thai qua khong nén, ma bat cap ciing khong
tot. Em ciing phai di choi chut dinh ma giai
khudy, mién la minh diing c6 choi may viéc hu
thi thoi chd.
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Thugng Tt ng6i ngam nghi mot hoi roi noi
rang:

- O doi nay c6 viéc nao la viéc hu, con viéc
nao la viéc nén. C6 nhiéu ngudi nho nhudc ma
thién ha 4p xung tung, con nhiéu ké thanh cao
ma thién ha lai khinh khi. Cé nhiéu viéc minh
cho la phai, ma ho cho la bay, thé thi dau lam
viéc gi, dau choi cach nao, hé thich chi thi thai,
can gi phai do miéng thién ha. Nhu hom truéc
toi tinh chuyén giup d& nha nghéo ma vg toi
n6 noéilam nhu vay 1a trai doi. Anh nghi dé ma
coi, giup nha ngheo ma goi la trai doi, thi con
giong gi nlia ma noi.

Hai vg chong thay Ban bién vé6i c6 Ba Ngoc
khong r6 viéc ctia Thugng Tu da tinh, ma cling
khong hiéu y Thugng Tt chan doi, nén nghe
em noéi nhu vay thi cudi v6i nhau rdi bo nédi
qua chuyén khac.

C6 dam lam tuan, ba con chom xém tu
lai dong, thi Thugng T giadi khuay dugc chut
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dinh. Chling man dam roi, ai vé nha nay thi
cau lai buon hiu.

Mot bubi chiéu, viia luc mat troi chen lan,
cau di xdm vé, con dung ngoadi ctia ngd ma ngod
mong. May ddam ma 6 gitia 10 da gan dung lta
roi, nén phoi mau xanh ¢, lai gi6 théi duia ngon
coi nhu soéng gign. Xa xa, thdy c6 mot ngudi
dau doi non 14, vai vac cai cay, lua cdp trau di
trong rudng, ngudi vac ndng di cang ndng, trau
16i nu6c vang tha sua.

Ngudi buén ma thay cdnh khong vui thi
trong long cang thém buodn, bdi vay Thugng
Ta dung tiu hiu, da ngdm ngui, tri vién vong.
Cau nhd chuyén nay qua chuyén no, rdi nhé
hém trudc chi dau ndi cau mudn co vg bé, thi
cau mim cudi. Cudi vg bé lam gi? Minh da dai
qud, hoi cudi vg minh khong kén chon, ché
chi hoi d6 minh lya ngudi nhu con 6ng Phan
Huong hay la con 6ng Gido Chudt ma cudi, thi
bay gid cd dau ma budn nhu vay.
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Thiét, tii khi vg chong phan ré, Thugng Tu
chdng hé c6 tinh kiém vg bé bao gi, ma bay
gio cau cling khong c6 tinh t6i viéc dé. Lac cau
mé man co6 Hai H4u thi ciu c6 tinh d€ vg roi
sé cudi co. Ay la cau duong gian vg, nén cau
muon doi vg, ché khong phai muon hai ve.

Bay gio vg cau da gan ngay khai hoa, ma
cu lai biét cai 16i trudc 1a 16i clia ciu, bai vay
cau khong dam tinh bo vg niia, thé thi cudi
vg bé sao dugc. Ma tuy la cau khong tinh cudi
vg bé, song cau chuyén vg bé da cham vao tri
cau roi. Néu lac ndy ma c6 ngudi nhu ¢6 Thién
Kim hodc c6 Hai Hau van vo truéc mat céu, thi
cling chua at ciu giti ven long son cling vg 16n
cau duoc.

Cau dung nghi quanh nghi quat rdi cau
viia xay lung sap di vo nha, thi nghe c6 tiéng xe
hoi & trén phia My Tho chay xu6ng. Cau dung
nan lai ma ngé coi xe cta ai. Cdch chang bao
lau, cdi xe hoi gan t6i thi top may chay cham
cham ro6i ngling ngay cta ngo.
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Thuong Tu dom lai, té ra thay thong Hang
ngoi trudc véi sép-pho, con phia sau thi co
thong ngdi véi hai ¢ niia.

Thay thong Hang md& ctia xe nhay xuong va
héi Thugng Tt rang:

~ E! Toa lam gi dting d6?

Thugng T budc lai dua tay ma bat tay thay
thong, va cui dau chao may c6 roi hoi rang:

— Thay di dau day?
Thay thong Hang han hoan dap rang:

— Chiéu trdi tot qud, nén mudn xe chay bay
mot vong hung gio choi. Toa lam giong gi xua
ray khong thay lén choi vay?

— Toi mac chuyén nha.
Co thong ngoi trén xe vot miéng hoi rang:

— B0 cdu gian vg chong t6i hay sao, cau Tu?
Ché sao mdy thang nay cau khong thém téi
nha t6i ntia?
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— Thua, c6 chuyén chi dau ma gian. Tai toi
béan viéc nha ché.

— Thoi, choi lam chi. Téi biét ma. Con Hai
H4u n6 phu tinh cdu, né bd di 14y chong; cau
phién né ro6i cau phién ludn téi vg chong toi
ché gi.

— Bay gio to6i khong phién c6 Hai Hau ma
toi cting khong phién ai hét. Tai toi ch cd phai
tai ai dau ma tdi phién.

— C6 mg Tu 6 nha hay khong?

~ Thua khong, vg t6i & bén Ong Vin ché
dau cd & bén nay.

— Rui di hon! Phai ¢c6 mg & bén nay, toi
ghé tham mot lan choi cho biét. Thud nay ché
toi chua bi€t nha cau. Toi ghé choi dugc hon?

— Thua, dugc ché. Téi moi thay Thong véi
may c6 ghé choi.

— Ma cdu san long ti€p rudc hay khong?
Chdé ghé ma cau khong vui thi ghé lam chi.
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— Tbi san long lam ché.

Co6 mdt c6 nho hon hét, ngdi gitia, mac do
xanh duong, choang khan sat*® mau trang, c6
cudi va hoi rang:

— Chung t6i ghé thi cdu phai dai trai cay,
hodc man, hoac 6i, hodc cam, hodc giong gi do
mdi dugc. Cau vui long ma dai chi em t6i hay

khong?

Thugng Tu cling cudi lai ma dap rang:

— Vat qui thi thiét t6i & nha qué nén toi
khong c6, ché trai cay thi vudn toi c6 dua thu,
may c6 mudn dung thi nao t6i cling cé san ma
dai ludn.

Thay thong Hang bén noi rang:

— May ngudi muodn dn dua kho thi vo day
leo 1én bé ma an. Vuon cau Tu thd do nhiéu
lam. Ghe chd hoai ma cling khong hét.

26 tiéng Phap écharpe: khdn quang vai hay bang choang vai
cua quan chtic I6n nhu bang choang ctia vua chta
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May c6 nghe noi gi€u nhu vay thi cudi
ngat rdi md cua leo xuong xe. Co6 thong Hang
hoi Thuong Ta c6 biét hai co kia hay khong.
Thuong Tt ngd hai c6 thi nhé may may c6 gap
c6 16n ban 4o trang mot lan, con cd nho bén do
xanh thi thiét la khong biét. C6 thong ben noéi
rang:

. 2

— Con 16n day la con Ba, con ctia di t6i 6
trong Vinh Tudng. Cau co6 gap nd mot lan &
trén nha to6i, cdu quén hay sao?

Thugng Tu gdt dau, td y cau nhé. Co thong
bén chi c6 mdc 4o xanh ma néi ludén rang:

— Con con nho day la con Tu, con 6ng ca
trén Xoai Hot, n6 thi dau bang cip so hoc, cd
lam ¢6 gido vai ndm, bay gio né xin nghi ding
di kiém chong.

C6 Tu mac ¢d vo vai cd thong mot cai bep
ma noi:

— Chi qui nay, khéo noi ky cuc.
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Roi co kéo tay co Ba di vo cta ngd. Thugng
Tt ngd theo miéng chum chim cudi va moi
khach di vo.

Doc theo dudng di vo san, hai bén trong
man xen 1on véi cam, lai c6 may cay du du
diing bén sau 14 btia sum sé, trdi deo day chat.
Vi khéng nhdm mua, nén min mdéi trd bong,
cam chua c6 trdi. C6 Tu thay du dua con thap
ma trai sai, lai co trai chin do roi ma chua ai
hai, thi c6 chay riét lai, hai tay r& rdm, hoéi ciu
Tu hai dugc hay khong.

Thuong Tu budc lai lya trdi chin hon hét
ma hdi roi trao cho c6 Tu, miéng mim cudi. Co
dua tay lay trai du da, mat liéc, miéng cudi rat
htiu tinh. Co viia cadm trai du du thi c6 lién dé
xuong dat roi dua hai tay ngay mat Thugng Tt
ma no6i chum chim rang:

— Cau lam mu du du vay tay t6i day, cau
phai chui cho tai.
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Thugng Tt moc tai lay khdan mu soa ra ma
chui tay cho c6 Tu. Thay thong Hang véi hai co
kia duong tram tr6 may cay man, thay day lai
ngoé thay Thugng T duong chtii tay cho c6 Tu
thi la 16n 1én rang:

~ E! Lam cdi gi mdi gdp nhau ma da nim
tay nam chun nhau d6? Khong c6 dang vo phép
nhu vay da!

Thugng Tt mac ¢4, nén bo khan vo tii ma
di. C6 Tu lugm trai du du cAm di theo va cuoi
va noi rang:

— Thay d6 hay la qua! Cau Tu chui tay cho
ta ma.

Chua khach kéo nhau v6 nha. Luc ay troi
da chang vang t6i. Thugng Tt moi khach ngdi,
kéu thang Ngo dot den, biéu thang Lac bung
nudc liang xang. C6 Tu quen tanh v6 ngai, tGi
nha la ma c6 khong ké né chi hét, c6 mugn mot
cai dao roi xé trai du d mdi ngudi ndy ngudsi
kia dn, con mai ludn chti nha ntia. Khong ai
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chiu dn hét, c6 gidn c6 ngdi dn mot minh va
ndi rang:

— Pu da cta ciu Tu hai ma ho ché ché.
Thoi, t6i an mot minh, vi cdu Tu thuong nén
cau cho t6i, t6i dai gi ma chia cho ngudi khac.

Co6 Ba thiét tha, nén c6 nghe may 16i 14 loi
nhu vay thi c6 lay khan che miéng ma cudi.

Co Tu an it miéng r6i c6 doi ria tay. Luc ay
thang Ng¢ véi thang Lac déu khong c6 tai do.
Co thong Hang bén néi rang:

— Con lam rén qua! Mudn rtia tay thi di ra
dang sau ma rtia, ché nudc day dau cé.

Co6 Tu ngd Thugng T va cudi va hdi rang:

— Di ngd nao cau Tu? Cau dat gium t6i di
mot chut ché. Nha la ai biét dudng dau ma ro.

Thugng Tu ding day di truéc dat duong
cho ¢6 Tu di theo. C6 viia di viia cudi va ndi:

— Ta di rtia tay ma may ngudi cudi giong gi
vay khong biét.
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Thugng Tu thay khach xam xi thi cau ai
ngai, nén cdu chi cho cho c6 Tu rta tay roi thi
cau lat dat bo di ra trude lién. Cach mot hoi, co
Tu di ra; lac co téi ctia song mon thi cé dling
lai cdi dau chao khach va néi rang:

— Toi chao thdy thong, c6 thong. Ua! Cé co
Ba day nita ma. Thay c6 xua ray manh gioi ha,
may chdu choi? Thay c6 dung com chiéu roi
chua? D€ t6i biéu bay tré ndu com dn nghe?

Ai ndy nghe ti€éng pha lting ma cé duyén
thi cudi ro. Co thong Hang thiia dip ay c6 cling
pha lting ma dap lai rang:

— Mg Tu ciing manh gidi ha? O, vo chong
toi chiéu di choi, chua an com. Nhu mg c6 hao
tam, thi biéu tré lam vit lam ga ndu com cho an
cling tot.

Co6 Tu day vo trong kéu om soOm ma néi
rang:

— Bay tré, c6 dia nao dé coi bat mot con vit
cho thi¢t map lam thit don com an nghe khong
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béy, cho mau, t6i r6i khach déi bung da.

Luac ay Huong ho Huy véi 6ng Ba Né& di
lai ngr gitm, hai ngudi budc vo téi ctia, thay
khach chon rén, ma lai nghe biéu don com om
som thi chung hting nén dung khung lai do.

Thuogng Tt nghe c6 Tu v6i c6 Thong noi
choi nhu vay, néu lam lo thi mat lich sy, bé vay
cau kéu Huong ho ma noi rang:

— Chu Huong, chu biéu con Mang coi ga
vit gi do bat lam thit don com édn choi. Cha
muon dda nao dé phu lam gitim vé6i né cho
mau.

Co Tu cudi ngdt ma noi rang:

— May ngudi thdy hon? Toi ndéi hé t6i nha
toi thi an ga an vit ma.

Co6 Ba ndi rang:

— May ndi bay ba, m¢ Tu mg hay roi mg
ndi ghen 1én day ma chét ché.
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— Dau c6. Mg Tu cd ghen hay khong cau
Tu?

Thugng Tt git dau noi rang:

— O nha toi ghen 1am; béi n6 ghen nén toi

khong dam di dau hét do, khong thay hay sao.

Co6 Tu le ludi roi ngodi im, lam tinh ma noi
rang:

— Thoi, t6i khong ddm ndi choi ntita. Noi
bay rui mg Tu rinh dau ngoai he, mg Tu vé mg
rugt chay khong kip.

Tuy c6 mé&i ndi cd khong dam noéi choi niia,
song c0 ng6é quanh quat rdi c6 lai hoi Thugng
T4 rang:

— Cau la ngudi tan hoc, ma nha cdu & sao
don theo xua qua vay, cau Tu? Ta mua gh€ sa
16ng, ta mua ban rtia mat, ta sam giuong dong
do, ta sam ghé xich du, ctia cdi ta treo man tui
cudm, ctia sO ta treo man ren hang, ta don cho
vg chong ngoi ndi chuyén, ta sam phong trua
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nam doc nhut trinh. Téi ma & dugc nha nhu
vay, t6i don dep coi dung lam.

— Toi ciing biét mua sam don dep theo co
noéi do lam ché. Nhung vi ¢6 hai 1€ 1am cho toi
khong muon lo dén su sung suéng tam than:
mot la vo toi khong co & chung vdéi toi, toi phai
qua lai bén Ong Van, nén khong cin phai don
dep nha ctia lam chi; hai 1a t6i nghi cé nhiéu
nguoi nghéo kho, an khong du com, ngti khong
c6 chd, minh dn & cho thai qua ma chi.

— Té ra m¢g Tu khong c6 6 chung véi cau
hay sao?

— Khong.

Co6 thong Hang chen v6 ma ndi rdng:

— B0 khi con Tu né mudn & day véi cau Tu
hay sao, nén no hoi rut t6i. Con nay qua roi!
Hoéi ndy né ndi néu no6 6 nha cau Tu thi n6é don
diang lam. Bay gio no6 hoi téi gia dao cau Tu
ntia. Thé con ndy n6 muodn lam bé cau Tu ma.
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Ua! Ma phai da. Hai ngudi ciing thi tu hét, trdi
khéo khién cting ky ché.

Thugng Tt cudi va day mat chd khac. Con
c6 Tu thi dap véi c6 Thong rang:

— Chi no6i bay ba mat duyén t6i con gi. Con
gdi mdi 16n lén ma lam bé cdi gi. Chi ndi xui
xéo qua!

Trong lic chd com thi may c6 khéach cd
noi pha liing nhu vay hoai; c6 thong Hang ct
kiém 161 ma cot c6 Tu hét stic roi cot cd Ba
cho Thugng Tu. Tuy Thugng Tu cing co 16i
qua tiéng lai v6i may co, nhung ma xét cho ky
thi nhiing 16i cau doi dap, 161 nao cling an trot,
khong c6 ciu nao hiu tinh hoac cé y gan vo
chi hét.

Co thong Hang trong tudi, ma co lai lich
duyét vé khoa 4i tinh, c6 dom thay ct chi cta
Thugng TG nhu vay thi c6 thdy lam la, chang
hiéu vi ¢6 nao Thugng Tt 1a ngudi ham choi
bdi, c6 su nghiép, khong hoa véi vg, tiu hiu
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mot minh, ma thay gai dep cau khong dong
tinh, coi b bo lo bang lang.

Com don xong rdi, Thugng Tt mai khach
di an. Co6 Ba vé6i ¢6 Tu lanh sap cho ngoi, hai co
bat Thuong Tt ngoi gitia, hai cd6 kém hai bén,
con phia bén kia thi chtia cho hai vg chong thay
thong Hang ngoi. Thugng T liéc coi thi co Tu
ngodi bén tay mdt lién xdo, c6 Ba ngodi bén tay
trai nghiém chinh, ma mai c6 thiét ciing c6 cai
vé dep riéng. Tuy vay ma cau khong c6 16 mot
nét chi cho nguoi ta hiéu y cdu quyén luyén
c6 nao, cau cu git 1é, cau noi chuyén véi hai
c0, cting nhu cdu ndi chuyén véi c6 thong hoac
thay thong vay.

Bita com gan man thi Huong hé Huy buéc
vao thua véi Thugng Tt rang c6 thay Ban bién
1én lai c6 mot nguodi trai dn mac tu té€ di theo
nta. Thugng Tu ngd ra thi qua thiét thay anh
rudt 1a thay Ban bién Chi v6i ngudi anh em
ban ré ctia cau la chi Thon Chau budc vo, thay
Ban thi mac d6 mat, con chu Thon thi khan
den do dai.
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Hai ngudi mdi t6i ngd thay cudc tiéc nhu
vay thi chung hting. Thugng Tt ding day chao
va hoi rang:

— Hai anh dn com r6i chua? Anh Hai qua
bén nay hoi nao? Qua c6 chuyén chi ma khuya
di vay?

Chu Thon Chau dép rang:

— Biia nay hai vg chong t6i qua tham thay
ma. Hoi toi toi stia soan vé, ké di Ba am y
chuyén bung, nén ma biéu t6i chay xe luén qua
bén nay ma cho dugng hay.

May 16i huén dai ay gieo gitia cdi tiéc vui
chang khic nao nhu cuc d4 liéng gitia bay vit
duong 16i tam gion nhau duéi ao. Thugng Tu
ngidn ngo buong dda, sac mat coi mat vé tu
nhién. Thay thong Hang v6i may c6 thay chua
nha htiu sy, khong con long nao ma vui niia
dugc, nén va riét cho hét chém com roi diing
day.
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Thuong Tt trinh dién vg chong thay thong
v6i hai anh va mdi hai anh ngo6i. Céu di uong
nudc rdi chay vo budng ma ta thay quan doéi
do lang xdng. Cau biéu anh ré cho xe ngua vé
trude roi di xe hoi véi cau. Cau kéu Huong ho
Huy dan coi nha. Cau xin 16i vg chong thay
thong Hang va hai c6 khach vi cdu cd viéc nén
phai qua chg Ong Van.

Thay thong Hang néi rang:

— Toa co viéc thi ci stia soan riét cho roi
ma di. Tui moda di choi ma hai gi, chting nao
toa di thi moda vé.

May c6 da mat tha ma lai cé sac xén 1én,
hoi nay lién xdo, bay gid ém ru. Lai thém thay
Ban vé6i chu Thon theo ngd hoai, nén may co
kho chiu hét stc.

Thuogng T sta soan xong roi méi tu biét
khéach va biéu Thén Chau ra xe hoi ma di.

Thay Ban bién dan Huong hd Huy coi biéu
tré 6 dong cua, roi thay mdt cho Thugng Tt ma
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dua thay thong Hang v6i may c6 1én xe. Chiing
xe chay roi, thay thong cudi ngit ma ndi rang:

— Xui xéo qua! Bé nghiép gi ma nhe biia
nay n6 dé khong biét! Lam minh ton may dong
bac xe, an dugc c6 moét biia thit vit, ma an chua
no ntia ché.

Co Tu ndi rang:

— Thay néi vg chong cdu Tu bo nhau roi,
bd gidng gi ma ciu nghe ndi vg chuyén bung
cau linh quynh, coi bd cau lo qua ma kéu la
bd. Khong dugce dau. Vg chong ngudi ta con
thuong nhau, thay rit quén bay ba, pha gia cang
nguoi ta, thay co tdi chét da.

Thay thong cudi ma dap rang:

— Con nay noé noi dién qud. Thud nay lam
mai dong la lam phudc ché sao ma c6 tdi. Ngay
sau tao chét, bay dong trang ma thd tao méi
phai.
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CHUONG 14

hugng Tt qua t6i Ong Van thi vo da

sanh roi, sanh dugc moét dia con trai
rat ngd nghinh. Cau chay vo6 phong ma thdm
Vg rd con; cau hoi tham lang xang, coi by cau
thiét 1a vui, ma mg tra 16i diu ngot, trong y mo
cling khong hon gian.

Con gdi 16n cua 6ng Hoi dong 1a c6 Hai
Khoe, vg ctia Thon Chau, da cé sanh hai lan
roi, nhung ma cd hai dta déu la con gai. Nay
c6 Ba Manh sanh con trai thi hai v¢ chong 6ng
Hoi dong miing r&, dén ndi 6ng quén cai 16i cit
cua ré nhd, ong khong vi chut tinh ré 16n, 6ng
ding nhin chau ngoai trai ma ndi rang:
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— Con Khoe khong nén than, né dé thi con
gdi hoai. Coi con Manh né giéi hon? N6 méi
dé mot 1an, ma dugce con trai lién. Thiang nho
ndy tao coi tuéng né dugc lam. Dé tao nudi no6
16n rdi lap tu cho no.

Thugng Tu da c6 y tinh doi vg sinh san
cliing cat roi cau sé nodi véi cha me vg moét lan
ntia ma rudc vg vé. Nay cau nghe cha vg tinh
bat luon con clia cau ntia thi ciu ngdn ngo, tuy
cau khong dam cai, song cau phién trong long.

Con c6 Hai Khoe thay cha trong con cta
em hon la con ctia minh thi ¢6 cting hdn, nén
c6 day mat ch6 khac ma noéi rang:

— Con nit méi dé, biét n6 lam sao ma thay
dam noi no dugc. Dugc gidng gi?

Ong Hoi déng cudi gdn ma dép rang;

— May gioi dau may sanh mdt dda con trai
nhu con Manh cho tao coi thti coi.
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Co6 Hai Khoe lién xay lung bé di ra, co
khong them néi chi ntta hét. Bén khuya, hai vo
chong co6 lén xe ma vé Binh Cach.

Qua ngay sau co hai vg chong thay Ban bién
Chi qua tham. Thugng Tu dat tén con la Tran
Thuong Tho, md&i Chanh luc b lai lap khai
sanh, vg chong coi rat thuan hoa, ma cha con
coi cting hiép y. Cau & ludn ba biia, roi ndi véi
vg rang cdu bo nha lau qua khong tién, nén ciu
tinh v€ r6i moi bita cau chay qua tham. Co6 Ba
Manh Ia nguéi ky luéng vé viéc nha, c6 nghe
chong noi nhu vay thi cho 1a néi phai, nén co
cling khuyén chong vé ma xem xét viéc nha.

Thuong Tt stia soan vé thi cé chi la ¢6 Ba
Ngoc qua tham. Cau phai 6 nan lai hon mot
gio dong ho cho chi tham choi rdi cau mai chi
1én xe hoi vé véi cau. Xe qua téi Chg Gao, co
Ba Ngoc khong cho dua vé nha, c6 biéu chay
ludn lén My Hoi dang c6 thdm thay Ban bién.

V€ t6i thay Ban bién thi dong ho viia dung
3 giG chiéu. Thugng Tu cling ghé lai d6 ma choi
vGi chi mot lat.
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Thay Ban bién thay c6 du hai em thi thay
mtuing, nén hai em vita méi ngo6i thi thay noi
rang:

— HOm nay qua cd y trong thang Tu vé ding
qua ndi chuyén. Blia nay nd vé ma lai c6 con Ba
nta, thiét la may qua.

Co6 Ba Ngoc nghe noéi c6 chuyén thi co6
muon biét cho mau, nén hdi rang:

— Anh muon noéi chuyén gi d6?
— Chuyén cuta thang Tu day.
— Chuyén thang Tu la chuyén gi ché?

— Thung thang vy ma. Hom trudc con Tu
chuyén bung. Bac Hoi dong biét xt phai, nén
bac sai anh em ban ré nd, la Thon Chau, chay
qua kéu né. Thon Chau qua ghé day trudc. Qua
nghe tin 14t dat dat Thon Chau 1én trén dang hoi
n6 di cho mau. Con Ba, em biét qua véi Thon
Chau dén doé thay giong gi hay khong? Budc
vO nha thi thiy thing Tu duong dai tiéc, né
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ngoi gitia, hai bén kém hai c6 nho nho, mat doi
phan, moi thoa son, con phia bén kia thi hai vo
chong thay thong Hang, may c6 an udng gién
triing om som. Ché chi qua gdp mot minh qua
thi khong hai gi, ngat c6 Thon Chau s& s6 do
nén qua sugng tran, khong biét néi sao dugc
hét.

Co Ba Ngoc nghe rd chuyén ro6i thi c6 ngo
Thugng Td ma ndi rang:

— Troi oi, em choi nhu vay em khong s¢
mang tiéng hay sao, Tu? Em c6 vg ché phai tay
khong chun roi hay sao ma em lam 1dng nhu
vay? Chu Thon Chau chua gdp day do khoi chu
hoc di hoc lai thau tai con Tu r6i sanh ray cho
ma coi. Qua nhé hom trudc em thuat chuyén
thay thong Hang lam mai lam moi cho em thi
qua da c6 ndi thay la ngudi khong tot, sao em
con gan thdy lam chi ntia? Qua dam chac, em
nghe 16i vg chong thay, em choi boi nhu vay do6
thi gia dao em phai hu hét.
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Luac thay Ban bién thuat chuyén thi Thugng
Tt ngdi cudi, ma dén chiing c6 Ba Ngoc khuyén
dut, thi cau cing khong cai. Cau dgi anh chi
ndi hét roi cdu mdi tra 16i rang:

— Phai, chuyén anh Hai thuat do thiét cdy
nhu vay ché anh Hai khong c6 thém bét chut
nao hét. Ma chi Ba nghe roi chi Ba ray em, thi
cling dang lam. Nhung ma em xin té cho anh
chi biét rang cdi viéc d6 bé ngoai coi thi em
qudy lam, song bé trong xét lai em khong c6 16i
gi. Khi md mat r6i, em nho chi Ba vach gium
con mat cho em, nén em théy tanh tinh cta vg
chong thay thong Hang.

May thang nay em s¢ thdy lam, em tranh
xa, em khong dam t6i nha thdy. Hom thang
hai, thiy c6 xuéng nha thim em mot 1an. Em
nhon dip 1én chg ma tra bac cho Cha-va, em
dua thay vé. Thady mdi qua, nén em ghé nha
thdy. Em ghé 1an d6 la lan chét. Vg chong thay
cho mot c6 ra beo em, tudng em nhu hoi trudc,
té ra em hiéu y r6i, em khong thém ngo6 ngang
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tGi, coi bo vg chong thdy mac cd. Xua ray em
tudng thay bo em roi, nao dé thidy con mudn
cao dau em niia, thay chua chju tho6i, nén hom
d6 vg chong thay lam bo mudn xe hoi di hiing
gi6 chiéu, lai cé dat theo hai c6 nia.

Thay thdy em dung ngoai ctia ngd, thiy
ngling xe lai, ma em chac dau khong c6 em diing
do6 thay cling ghé. Thdy mting r&, t6 y muodn
v0 nha tham em. Minh la nguoi biét diéu, 1é
nao minh can khong cho ngudi ta vdo nha. Em
mdi vg chong thay vo, tu nhién hai co kia phai
vO theo. V6 nha r6i, ho muu sy tic gdy doi dn
com. Anh chi nghi lai ma coi, khach ngudi ta
doi nhu vay, lé nao minh la chu nha, minh néi
hét gao hay sao? Em phai ép bung biéu lam vit
lam ga don ma dai ho mdt bia.

Chuyén thiét nhu vay dé ché cé gi dau.
Phai, ngudi ngoai dom vo thi cling tuéng em
dat meo chuot vé nha an uéng vui choi, ma ky
thiét thi khong phai nhu vay. Em khong dé y
dén may cd6 d6 mot chut nao hét. May c6 pha
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lting, thi em cling phai pha lting lai, dang may
c6 khoi khi em la dtta ngu vay thoéi. Em hiéu tu
cach, thai do cua may c6 dé hét. Hang ngudi
nhu vdy em biét chdn ro6i, em gan lam chi.
Hudng chi Itia 4i tinh ctia em da tat r6i, c6 phai
may cd nhu vay d6 ma nhum lai dugc hay sao,
nén chi s¢g em mé sa ma hu gia dao.

Co Ba Ngoc la mét ngudi dan ba dugc
huéng thu dam am trong dao cang thudng,
con Ban bién 1a mot dan 6ng chon chat, tii nho
chi 16n thay chua 16i vao bién tinh lan nao, hai
nguoi khong r6 tam sy ctia em, thay em da
cd vg rdi ma con gan gii véi dan ba khac thi
dé quyét la em 16i niém phu phy, bdi vay em
noéi giong nghe rat thanh thiét, nhung ma hai
ngudi khong tin mot chat nao hét. Co Ba Ngoc
dgi Thugng Tu noi dut 16i roi c6 cudi ma dap
rang:

— Em ndi nghe thiét xuodi rét. Ai doi dan
ong con trai choi boi v6i dan ba con gai ma noéi
rang khong cé y gi ché. No6i nhu vy ai ma tin
cho dugc.
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— Em cling biét khé cho chi tin lam, ma
dau vg em hay la ngudi nao khac ho nghe em
noéi ho ciing khong tin dugc. Ho khong tin la vi
ho khong biét chuyén em, ho khong thau long
em. Em ndi thiét véi chi, thud nay cé hai c6 gay
moi ai tinh cho em ma thoéi, ma ai tinh ay bay
gio hét hy vong, vi hai c6 da cé chong rdi hét,
lai mot c6 1a vg cua mot ngudi ban thiét ctaa
em. Tai nhu vay nén hoi ndy em néi ltia ai tinh
ctia em da tat roi, em coi dan ba con gai khac
khong c6 nghia gi hét.

— Em ndi ky qud! Vay ché vg em dd, em
khong cé tinh gi v6i n6 hay sao?

— Thiét khong co tinh gi hét, co cai nghia
vg chong ma thoi. Cdi nghia dy gay rala bédi cha
me cam trau cau cudi no cho em, né kéu ma
em bang md, n6 chiu tang ché cho ma em, né
dé con cho em. Nho may diéu ay nén gay dugc
chut dinh nghia dd, ché néu khong c6 nhu vay
thi em khong biét vg chong em ra lam sao.
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— Em néi khé nghe lam. Vg chong sao lai
khong c¢ tinh.

— Em khong hiéu vg chong ngudi ta cé tinh
v6i nhau hay khong, ché vg chong em kho néi
co tinh dugc [am.

— Em dlng c6 no6i nhu vay. Em c6 vg nhu
con Tu dang goi la c6 phudc da em. Tuy nd con
nho ma viéc nha gidi gian, dn néi nhd nhoi,
tanh nét hién lanh, ct chi dam thdm, vg nhu
vay ché doi sao nlia em mdi thuong nd. Vg
chong 6 véi nhau cé con roi, em dling c6 xao
lang khong nén.

— Khong. Em c6 xao lang chi dau. Tai chi
ndi, nén em cat nghia cho chi nghe ma thoi
ché. Tuy em noi vg chong em khong cé tinh
v6i nhau, song em c6 tinh viéc phéan ré bao gio
dau ma chi sg. May thang nay chi khong thay
em hay sao? Vg chong em ma & moi dda mot
noi la tai ai, ché nao c6 phai tai em. Anh Hai
c6 thay tan mdt, em nan ni hét stc, ma o6ng gia
em 6ng khong dong long, con vg em nd ciing
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khong dam trdi y cha me, tai nhu vay nén vg
chong 16i thoi, ché cé phai em bo vg em dau.

Thay Ban bién thay cau chi thay ma phan
chiing nén thay néi rang:

— Thiét, bac Hoi dong lam cha me, bac cé
gat gao mot chut. Bac khong biét xét cho con
ré. Thaing Tu nha cta ruéng dit cham nham
ma béac ct budc né phai vé bén ma . V€ lam
sao dugc? Bac c6 chap qua nhu vay ty nhién
vg chong nd phai xa nhau. Thiét, viéc vg chong
thang Tu ma ngay sau c6 16i thoi 1a tai bac Hoi
dong, ché khong phai tai no.

Thugng Tt thd dai ma ndi rang:

— Cling tai con vg ctia em niia. Néu nd biét
nghi dén phan em, n6 vé bén nay ma giup do
viéc nha cho em, thi ai can né dugc. Ma thoi,
tai hoi di ndi vo ma em giao két 16 roi, bay gio
em khong phép trach ai hét.

Anh em noi chuyén véi nhau cho dén chiéu
ma thay Ban bién véi c6 Ba Ngoc ciing khong
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hiéu tai sao Thugng T4 ndi vg chong khong cé
tinh v&i nhau, con Thugng T cling khong biét
ndéi thé nao cho anh chi hiéu dugc. Thugng T
an com chiéu réi maéi vé trén nha, con c6 Ba
Ngoc thi ¢ lai d6 ma ngt dang sang co di lén
My Tho mua do rdi co sé vé Chg Gao.

Tu 4y vé sau, moi btia Thugng Tt déu co
chay xe qua tham vg con, khi & giay lat, khi &
choi dén t6i méi vé. Cau qua nhu vay cho dén
an day thang cho con ro6i cdu méi huén hudn
nam ba biia qua thim mot lan. Cau tinh tham
trong tri d€ dgi 3 thang cho vg con thiét cling
cat roi cau sé xin rudc hét vg con vé My Hoi.

Thuong Tt tinh dgi t6i 3 thang lau qua,
bdi vi c6 ngudi khac tinh lam cho vg cau phai
vé nha cau mau hon kia.

SO la hom bita ¢c6 Ba Manh dé, 6ng Hoi
dong mung rd, 6ng huy bac c6 Hai Khoe, roi
Ong td y muodn nuodi thang nhd dang ngay sau
ong lap tu cho né. C6 Hai Khoe 16 sac bat binh
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lién hoi do, ma chuing lén xe di vé Binh Céch,
c6 can nhan véi chong rang:

— Toéi khong dé con Manh khén nan nhu
vay. N6 & trong nha mot minh, n6 theo on y
lam cho thay ma yéu n6 ddng doat hét gia tai
ma an mot minh. Minh thay chua? Chua gi ma
thay da tinh nudi con ctia n6 dang ngay sau lap
ty. Vithay cung n6 nén coi bo thay thuong con
ctia n6 hon la con cua minh.

Thon Chéu dép rang:

— Di Ba la con ut, td nhién thay md cung
ché sao. Vay ché minh khong nghe ngudi ta
ndi giau ut an, kho ut chiu hay sao?

— Con nao clng con, ché sao dta thi
thuong, con dua thi ghét.

— Minh khong hiéu. Tai di Ba c6 chong, ma
chong thi khong thuong di cho lam, nén thay
ma phai thuong bu, biét hon?
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— Al N6i t6i chuyén d6 nghe con khén nan
hon nita. May ndm trudc né ao udc lam, ham
lay chong hoc tré nha trudng, ban do Tay coi
gon gang, noi tieéng Tay nghe 16p bop, no ché
lang xa 1a qué mua. N6 gdp ong hoc tro danh
chudi né nhu vdy do cho sang con mat né ra.
bang kiép lam!

— Dugng Ba hoc hanh tai nang t6i buc nao
toi khong biét, ma toi thay cach dudng choi boi
toi chay ngay.

— Choi bdi xai pha di lam ma. Con Manh

cam chia khda, tién bac thi€u gi. Dai gi ma
khong xai.

— Duédng choi tha cua khong s¢ mang tiéng
mang tam gi hét. Minh biét hom tdi qua kéu
dudng toi gap viéc gi hon?

— Gép giong gi?

— Gap duong duong vui choi véi meo”.
Dudng rudc ba bén con vé nha, con nao con

27 ban gdi, bo, nhan tinh
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ndy bong ngdi. Toi budc vo thi thdy dudng
duong dn udng say sua nga ngén véi may con
do, coi thiét ghé qua!

— D6 nhu vay d6 ma thiy thuong n6 lam,
md&i dé con do 16i ma thay khen tuéng tot, thay
tinh nudi dang ntia lap tu cho no cung quay
noéi giong. Ha! Nghi ma tic cudi.

— Minh néi chi cho sanh ray. Thay lam sao
thay lam. Tai phan s6 minh khong c6 con trai
thi minh phai chiu ep, ché néi gidong gi dugc.

— Con trai lam chi, ma con gai lai sao? Con
trai cia con Manh do ngay sau né cling nhu
thang cha no, xai tién pha ctia ché nén than gi.
Khong dugc. Toi phai lam sao, ché t6i khong
chiu dé gia tai cua cha me t6i cho quan dé an
hét dau.

Thon Chau nghe vg n6i may 16i cham hdm
nhu vay thi thoa y nén tuy khong ddm xui vg,
song cling khong chiu can. Thai d¢ cta chua
Thon nay la thdi d6 cua thién ha xua nay, trong
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loi hon nghia, coi tién tai hon danh du, c6 chi
trai doi ddu ma sg ngudi ta di nghi.

Co6 Hai Khoe vé nha lo li¢u hoai, khong
biét lam thé nao ma dudi me con cd6 Ba Manh
ra cho xa cdi ta sat cua cha me. C6 mudn tré
qua lam ray, lai s¢g ndi cha me binh con it ma
ghét thém con 16n ntta. Co tinh khong ra ké,
nén budn hiu dn ngt khong dugc.

Thon Chau la ngudi qui quyét; anh ta nghi
hdi trai cay phai dgi chin muoi r6i méi nén hai,
bdi vay anh ta d€ cho vg budn rau may biia,
chting coi hi¢p thdi réi anh ta méi cudi ma noi
rang:

— Chuyén nho mon qua ma budn giong gi.
Tudng 1a 1am viéc chi kia, ché néu mudn cho
di Ba n6 khong & trong nha thay ma nia thi
c6 kho gi lam. Minh dem chuyén dugng Ba
dat meo cho vé nha, y nhu 161 t6i néi véi minh
hoém trudc do, minh thuat lai chi di Ba nghe; di
ndi ghen 1én, bong con di vé bén My Hoi ma &
lién chd gi.
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Co6 Hai dac ké roi, c6 hét budn rau niia; cd
tinh dgi vai thang cho c6 Ba Manh cting cat roi
cO sé qua cham chich y nhu chudc cua chong

co bay.

Co6 Ba Manh dé da dugc hai thang rudi roi.
Thuong T qua tham, bong con, nyng niju, cau
md&i vé My Hoi hoi trua, thi chiéu lai cd co6 Hai
Khde & Binh Cach qua lién.

C6 Hai Khde budc budc vo nha chao hoi
cha me r6i c6 di thang v6 budng ma kiém me
con cd6 Ba Manh. Luc 4y c6 Ba Manh duong
bong con cho bu. Co thay chi vé thi c6 miing
r& héi tham lang xdng. C6 Hai Khoe x4t bong
thang nhé ma hun va néi rang:

— Me kié€p n6, hom nay lau vé, nay thay n6
trong cay*®. Cha no6 c6 qua hon?

Co Ba Manh dép rang:

— Qua hoai. Blia nay cling c6 qua, mdéi vé
hoi trua day.

28 to 16n
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— Em tinh b{ia nao em vé bén?
— Cha n¢ tinh dogi day 3 thang r6i sé rudec.

~ O, vé bén ma & chd. Vg chong cb con réi,
¢ mot ngudi mot noi sao dugc.

— Chac thay ma cho vé & choi it biia, ché
duong® cho & luoén bén da.

— Cho hay la khong lai hai gi. Em & lu6n
bén rdi thay ma giét em hay sao?

— Dé dugc dau! Hoi trude kia con khong
cho thay, bay gi¢ c6 thang nhd nay, thay cung
nhu tring mong, cau vé choi vai biia ma sg
thay khong cho di, lua la t6i & ludn bén.

Co6 Hai Khée nghe noi nhu vay thi co
khong vui. Co tra thang nho cho c6 Ba Manh,
c6 moc tui ldy goi trau ra ma an va noi rang:

— Thay md lam nhu vay sao phai. Ai cé con
lai khong thuong, nhung ma thuong roi lam
cho con phén ré vg chong hay sao. Khong c6

29 khong bao gio
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dugc. Da biét lam con thi phéi nghe 16i cha me,
ma nghe 16i theo chuyén ch6 néu em nghe nhu
vay thi hai cho em lam da, néi cho em biét. Qua
da thdy moi rdi, nén qua mdi noi gitm cho em

do.
Co Ba Manh chau may héi rang:
— Sao ma hai? Chi thady moi gi & dau?

CoO va hoi va ngoé chi tran tran. Co Hai
Khoe ngodi nhai trau nhéc nhach, c6 ngé sting
ra ngoai ctia s0, roi cd thd ra ma dap rdng:

— Noéi ra thi em buon, ché néi ma ich gi.
— Chi ¢6 viéc gi cti noi thiét cho em nghe
ma. C6 chi dau ma buon.

— Vi tinh chi em, nén chi néi riéng cho em
biét. Em & bén ndy hoai, em d€ thang & bén ¢
mot minh, chi sg né hu. N6 choi bai tu do qua.

— Phai, 6 nha em héi trudc choi bagi lam.
Tu ngay ma em & bén mat thi thé thét hia chac
khong choi boi nia, dé lo lam an.
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— Thé mé moc xi! Pan 6ng con trai ho thé
ma nghia gi! Em tin 16i thé d6, em mat chong
da, n6i cho em biét.

— Tt hdm em dé dén nay qua bén nay ngay
mot, em coi khong cd y gi ma.

— N6 lam b6, em tin ma lam! Em biét bia
em chuyén bung, anh Hai em qua kéu n6, anh
Hai em gédp giong gi hay khong? Qua lam, né
duong an uong vui chai véi ba bon con meo,
con nao con nay ciing lich sy hét thay. Qua hoi
lai thi xua ray nd choi tha ctia ma, meéo chd dap
déu, an ddm nam dé trong nha, bay gio bac gai
mat roi, né con kiéng né ai niia.

N6 lay dda nao no cling sam d6 nam bay
trdm, ma nam ba dda nhu vay, ché phai mot
dda hay sao. Em & ri€t bén nay chiing mot nam
nita chic thang né ban rudng dat hét. Vay em
phai liéu coi, ché néu em nghe 16i thady ma em
& hoai bén nay thi hai cho em lam. Qua lai nghe
noéi trong ddm meo chd t6i lui do, nd yéu co
mot con hon hét. Con ay & My Tho. N6 duong
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tinh lam hon thu buc nhi ding dem con do vé
& trong nha. Ta noi thd dan ong hé ho xa vg
thi ho nhu vay do, badi vay lan nao qua vé tham
nha, qua cé chiu ¢ lau dau.

Co Ba ngoi nghe chi noi, mat c6 buodn hiu,
song guong cudi ma dap rang:

— Oi! Lam giong gi co6 suc thi lam. Toi lo
nudi con toi ma thai; toi khong can.

— Con nay dién sao ché! Giong gi ma kho-
ng can? Co6 chdong ma noéi chuyén gi nghe 16i
thoi vay?

— Véy ché ho khong can minh, dai gi ma
can ho.

— C6 cdi gi dau nén phai can hay la khong
can. Doi nay thién ha yéu qui lam. Minh c6
chong thi phai giti chong, ché hé dé hé thi ho
giut. Bay gio em cd con rdi, em phai lo gia dao
em chd, dé€ cho thdng c6 vg bé vg mon ngd lam
hay sao?
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— Em cau cho ho cé vg bé kia. Cé nhu vay
em khoi tinh viéc vé bén niia.

— Em ndi nghe ky qua. Thang cé rudng dat
nhiéu, c6 nha ctia tt té, ché phai ngheo hen gi
hay sao. Em lam chu céi sy nghiép nhu vay thi
sung suéng qua, dai gi di gian lay ma dé€ cho
thd do tam bay né hudng.

— Chi tuéng em mang rudng dat nha cta
d6 lam hay sao? Con ngudi ta 6 doi phai cling
khong ché thi do dé ma qui gi. Em khong cé
ham dau.

— Phai, em y cha me giau, bé nao em cling
c6 thiéu gi tién bac ma lo, chi hiéu ma.

— Chi dung c6 ndi nhu vay. Khong phai tai
nhu vay dau.

— Véy ché tai giong gi ma em cud deo & nha
hoai, em khong chiu vé bén chong?

— Tu hoi trudc téi bay gio, thay ma khong
cho em vé bén. Ma tui ndy vé sau dau thdy ma
dudi vé bén, em cling khong chiu di niia.
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Co6 Hai Khée ding day bo dira, co va diva
ndi rang:

— Thoi, 6 day ddng ma an cho nhiéu.

Co6 thay chudc cta chong bay da khong
thang ma lai [am cho c6 Ba Manh gian, khong
thém vé nha chong nta, thi c6 bdi roi khong
biét liéu 1é nao. Co budn xo, dén chiéu dn com
cO an ciing khong dugc. Tuy vay ma tanh tinh
ghen g6 cua ¢6 nd lam cho c6 bt rat, khong
thé bé qua chuyén nay dugc, nén t6i lai c6 tho
thé noéi v6i 6ng Hoi dong, c6 dem su Thugng
TG dat méo cho vé nha, va tinh cudi vg bé
ma thuat lai cho cha nghe. C6 théu dét nhiéu
chuyén, tinh lam cho cha sg con ré ra rdi, nén
lac tém lai c6 nodi rang:

— Thay phai biéu con Manh vé bén né 6,
ché néu cam nd & bén nay hoai, do6 khoi vg
chong né xa nhau.

Chang de ong Hoi dong cling nhu ¢6 Ba
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Manh, 6ng nghe néi Thugng Tu choi boi thi
ong ndi gian trgn mat ndi rang:

— Tao da nhut dinh khong cho con Manh
vé ¢ bén. Tudng la thang chong né ti té thi tao
con cho qua lai, néu nd sanh sy thi tao bat ludn,
cd can gi. N6 mudn cudi vg khac thi cudi. Con
tao thi tao bat lai. Chdu tao thi tao nu6i. Ailam
sao dugc. N6 c6 gioi thi 1én Toa ma kién. Tao
di hau, tao sé ké chuyén ctia né cho quan Toa
biét.

Co6 Hai Khoe nghe vay thi c6 cang thém
gian, song c6 khong bi€t ndi sao dugc, nén
sang btia sau c6 bo di vé Binh Cach.

T ay vé sau, Thuong Tu qua, c6 Ba Manh
da khong vui nhu truéc nita, ma cd lai c6 ylanh
mat, gian khong chiu noéi chuyén véi chong.
Thuong Tt dom thay cti chi ctia vg nhu vay thi
cau lay lam ky, song cau khong néi ra, doi du
ba thang ciu sé xin rudc vé€ bén coi vg noi thé
nao.
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CoO Ba Manh dé da gidp ba thang roi, co
thi manh mé, con con ctia c6 thi cting coi lam.
Mot buoi sém mdi, ctia ngd viia méi ma, ga
trong chuong viia méi tha ra thi thay xe hoi
cta Thuong Tu qua. Thugng Tu budc vo, thay
cha me vg duong ngoi trén van ma uéng nudc
tra, con vg thi duong ngdi mot bén, con nam
loi choi gan d6. Cau budc lai nam cudm chun
ctia con ma nung; vo lién bo di xuong nha dudi,
coi bo nhu khong vui ma thay chong dung dén
con minh.

Thuong Tt ldy 1am buon nhung cau mim
cudi roi budce lai ding truéc mat cha me vog ma
thua rang:

— Thua thay ma, vg con nay da cting cat roi.
Vay con xin thdy ma cho phép con rudc vé bén
ma 6 dang phu coi trong coi ngoai véi con, ché
con 6 mot minh khé qua.

Ong Hoi d6ng chau may dép ring:

— May ma can gi vg con. Rudc vg ddng may
danh chudi n6 ché rude lam giong gi.
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— Thua thay, con dau cé dam vay niia.
— May ma khong dam!

— Thua thay, hoi trudc con khd dai nén con
khong biét trong vg, ma lai lam 16i v6i thay ma
ntia. TU ngay ma con mat roi thi con an ndn
lam. Con lo lam én, lo stia tanh nét, khong dam
choi boi nghinh ngang nhu hoéi truéc niia. Vo
con no6 cing biét chuyén 4y ché chang khong.

— Troi oi! May ma lo lam an? May ma kho-
ng choi boi ntia? May khinh khi tao qua, nén
may mdi ndi nhu vay. Phai, may khong di choi
ntia. Nha ctia c6 san, bay gio may lam chu, di
dau lam chi cho mat cong, rudc meo vé nha
choi khong tién hon hay sao?

— Thua thay, con dau c6 lam nhu vay.

— Ciling con choi! Vay ché biia vg may
chuyén bung, tai sao anh Hai may qua kéu may,
khong phai n6 gdp may dn uoéng vui choi véi ba
bon con meo trong nha hay sao?
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— Thua thay, chuyén con an uong thi cd.
Nhung ma may ngudi ay la khach quen dén
tham con, ché cé phai meo ché gi dau.

— O, khach quen! Thoi, néi bdy nhiéu dé
du hiéu roi. Con may cudi vg bé rdi, may con
rudc con tao chi nita?

— Thua thay, con c6 vg bé hoi nao dau?

~ O, ciing chdi ha! Tao noi cho may biét,
tao khong muon may buéc chun t6i nha nay
nta. Pling c6 mong rudc vg con mat cong. Tao
khong cho dau. May cé gian tao, may kién t6i
dau may kién di. Tao san long di hau.

Thuogng Tu chung hiling, ding ngo6 cha vg
tran tran, khong noéi dugc mot tiéng chi nia
hét. Thang nhd nam choi roi khoc hoé 1én. Co
Ba Manh & phia nha sau chay 1én bong con.
Thugng Tt thay vg thi day qua hoi rang:

— Biia nay tdi qua thua véi thady ma ma
ruéc minh. Thay da khong cho rudc, ma lai
cam khong cho t6i t6i nha nay nia. Trudc khi
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toi vé, toi mudn biét coi bung minh ra thé nao.
Vay minh muén vé bén ma & hay khong, xin
minh noi mot ti€ng trudc madt thay ma day cho
toi biét, ddng cho toi ve.

Co6 Ba Manh bong con, day médt v6 cay cot
va khéc va noéi rang:

— Toéi v6i minh khong thé & dsi véi nhau
dugc. Thoi, minh cé tinh cuéi vg khac thi cudi
di dang vui choi cho sung suéng. Khong con
vg chong gi ntia dau ma lui t6i.

Co6 ndi dut 16i lién bong con di v buodng,
nudc mat nudc mii cham ngoam. Thugng Td
diing ngo6 theo, ciu cling tia nudc mat.

Theo hoi trudce thi chac Thugng Tu khong
thé khong no6i mich long cha me vg dugc. Bay
gio cau da thay viéc doi chut dinh, cau da stia
tanh dugc bon rdi, bdi vay cha vg noi nhu vay,
roi vg lai néi nhu vdy ntia, ma cau khong ndi
néng, ciu lay khan lau nuéc mat va cham rai
ndi véi 6ng Hoi dong rang:
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— Bay gio con mdi thay r6 vg chong cudi
nhau vi tién bac ruong dat, vi duong mon doi
ho, ché khong vi nghia tinh, thi khong c6 tinh
nghia ma & doi véi nhau dugc. Nhung ma theo
phan cta con day, con lai con thdy vg chong
con xa nhau cling c6 tai cha me hét mot phan
trong dd nia.

Con noéi nhu vay, khong phai la con ddm
trach cha me. Co6 1€ tai tr6i khién nhu vay ciing
khong biét chiing. Thoi, s6 con lam ré caia thay
ma dugc c¢6 moét ndm ma thoi, thi con cling
cam long, ché con khong ddm phién trach chi
hét. Vay con xin géi vg con ctia con cho thay
ma nuoi gium. Chuc thady ma bén nay manh
gioi.

Thuong Tt noi dut 16i roi xa cha me vg ma
budc ra.

Ba Hdi dong 14y khan lau nudc mat, chiing

ba nghe ti€éng xe chay ra cta ngd, ba méi noi
rang:
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— Ong né néng qua! Viéc con ré dé thung
thang ta coi di coi lai. M&i nghe con Khoe néi
do, thi 6ng biit lién. Ong lam nhu vay, tdi s¢
ngay sau dng an nan ché. Toi coi y con Khde n6
ganh, n6 khong muén cho con Manh & trong
nha nay, né s¢ con Manh chuyén hét cta di,
nhit la tt hém 6ng néi d€ 6ng nudi thang nho
ctia con Manh didng ngay sau o6ng lap tu, thi
con Khoe n6 ghét lam. Khong biét chling n6
bay chuyén ddng vg chong con Manh xao xdo
choi. Sao 6ng voi tin lam vay? Vg chong no co6
con rdi, 6ng dé rut ra dugc hay sao? Ong lam
1éu qua.

Ong Hoéi dong ngodi gai dau ngod ra ngoai
san, 6ng khong noi chi hét, mat 6ng cd sac lo.
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CHUONG 15

ghi dén nhon tinh ma ttic cudi. Cudi

vg cho con thi mong kiém chd it con
ma nhiéu ruéng. Ga con lay chong thi tinh lam
sao cho chang ré khéi an ctia minh. Cudi hay
la ga, bén nao cling suy xét cdi lgi ma thoi, ché
khong do dam coi déi tré co giong tanh tinh,
cd hiép y tu, c6 xting tu cach, c6 dong kién thiic
hay khong. Vi vay nén thay nhiéu cap vg chong
dn 6 v6i nhau chua bao lau thi da roi ra, ma
dau cé vi 1gi ma phai rang thudn hoa véi nhau
di ntia thi tron doi cting khong c6 mot gid nao
1a gid vui vé.

Thuogng T cudi co Ba Manh hon m¢t ndm
161, ma vg chong chua dugc hudng hanh phudc
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mot gidy phut nao hét la tai nhu vay dé. ba biét
vg chéng Thugng T phan ré 1a tai Ong Hoi
dong Thudng cung con, khong chiu rdi con,
nén méi gay hoa. Nhung ma cdi quay cua ong
dé 1a cai quay minh thay trudc mat, con nhiéu
cai quay khac ngdm ngam minh khong thay,
song nhiing cai qudy 4y n6 an § trong ma giap
cudc phan ly. Tht nghi ma coi, néu vg chong
Thugng Tu hiép y dong tdm sau tinh ndng
nghia, thi cha me dau c6 nghiém khac cho may
di nita, cing kho ma lam cho ra réi dugc.

Thuong Tt hoi ndy nghe vg n6i may 16i
doan nghia thi cau tlc gidn nén cau da nudc
mat. Ma chting 1én xe di vé, cdu nghi lai thai
d6 cta cha vo va cai tinh cta vg déi véi cau,
thi cau bat ttic cudi, cdu khong gian, ma cling
khong budn niia. Cau vé ngang nha thay Ban
bién Chi, cau ghé ma thuat chuyén ctia cau cho
anh nghe, r6i cau ndi tém rang:

— 'Toi biét roi, tai toi dai, toi ung con nha
giau nén bay gio viéc vg chong ctia toi méi vo
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16 nhu vdy dé. Néu t6i cudi chd thip hon toi,
thi cha me dau c6 khi, vg dau cé bac. Ma thoi,
tha la no6i ddt nhu vay mot lan cho khoéi nhoc
long t6i ntia. Toi cam on vg t6i lam, nhd may
161 v6 tinh v6 nghia ctia n6 ma nay gio trong tri
toi nhe nhang khong biét chling nao.

Thay Ban bién thd ra ma néi rang:

— Em & du 1€ nghia, tai bac Hoi dong gat
qua, bay gid qua biét lam sao. Sao hoi nay em
khong lam gat bac lai, sao em khong doi bat
con?

— Khong dugc. Theo luat, vg chong xa nhau
ma con con nho, thi phai d€ cho me n6 nuoi
dén 12 tudi réi cha méi duge phép bat. Vi nhu
me nod cd lam diéu toi bai, khong xting dang
lam me, thi minh mdéi bat dugec. Ma muon bat
thi phai kién dén Toa, cé an Toa cho roi méi
dugc bat. Thoi, dé cho me n6 nuoi cling dugc,
con do 1am 16i t6i bat vé bén nay roi ai nudi no.

— Nha ctta minh méng ma vg con thi 16i
thoi, kho cho em qua.
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— Khong hai chi dau. Anh diing lo. Gdp
canh nao t6i theo canh ndy, cé sao dau ma sg.

— Em kiém vg khac vé & hay sao?

— Khong. Cudi vg niia lam gi, ddng cho
no lam cuc long t6i nita hay sao? Bay gio cudi
ai? Cudi con nha giau thi no trong bac tién,
ché khong co tinh nghia chi hét. Cudi con nha
ngheo, thi sg n6 vi bac tién ma ung ché kho-
ng chac né thuong minh. Con cuédi ngudi thao
ddi, thi ho day dua moi miéng, ché ho ciing
khong cé tinh nghia gi. Huong chi t6i da noi
vGi anh rang bép ltia tinh cta t6i da tat roi, toi
khong thuong ai, khong mudén ai niia, thi cé
thé nao ma tinh viéc vg chong cho dugc. Néu
cé ngudi nhu con 6ng Gido Chuét trén My
Tho, hay 1a nhu con 6ng Phan Huong trén Gia
Dinh thi hodc may... Ma ngudi nhu viy dé gi
kiém dugc!

Thuong Tu tu anh ra vé, viéc vg con xao
x40 nhu vdy, ma coi bd cau khong buodn cho
lam.
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Luc 4y vao cudi thang tam, lta ngoai dong
dam nao cdy sém thi da ding cai* ro6i, dam
nao cady muon thi con duong né bui. Ké ndong
phu khong cé cong viéc lam, nén vac can cau
ra rudng cau ré&’', dau doi non 14, vai mang gio
tre, ddm mua phoi nang t6i ngay, ma bat ca déi
gao vg con an khong du biia.

DPan ba thi vo quan, bung thung, 16i di nho
ndn, hodc hdi rau choc, ding sang dem 1én ché
ban nam bay dong xu; tré nho thi rang boi vo
vuon cat co dem vé cho trau an, vi lua cdy giap
dong, tha trau khong dugc. Ngudi nao c6 trong
bau mudp chut dinh thi cat dem di ban, nguoi
nao c6 nudi vit ga it con thi ciing khong thé dé
danh.

Con nha nghéo dén thang nay thi nha nao
cling khon don. Ma nam nay laa lén gia t6i 1d80
mot gia, bdi vay con nha ngheo cang khon don
nhiéu hon cac nam khac, cé nhiéu ngusi lam
hét stic ma khong dt gao vg con dn cho no.

30 hét nd, hét dam choi

31 cach cau ca 16c & noi khong c6 chuéng ngai
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Thuong Tt khong can dung tién, ma hom
thang giéng cdu nghe 161 thay Ban bién, cdu
ban lda hét bon, chi con dé trong lam chiing vai
ngan gia ma thoi, cdu no6i d€ danh choi, chiing
nao gia dugc 2 dong mot gia rdi cau sé ban.

Bita nay cau di bén vg vé, roi cdu di coi lua,
cau di dao vuon, ct chi nhu ngay thudng, kho-
ng c6 doi mdt chut nao hét. Tuy Huong ho Huy
v6i ong Ba N& da thoi nga git gium nha cho
cau lau roi, song chiéu btia &y Huong ho ciing
1én choi. Chu budc vo nha, viia thay cau thi néi
rang:

— Nghe noi hoi s6m moi cau di riudc mg
Tu v6i em nho, nén mdi di tham rudng vé, toi
1at dat chay lén, trudc tham mg Tu, sau coi em
nhé dugc bao 16n.

— Ua! Sao vay? Chiing nao m¢ Tu méi vé
bén nay?

— Khong vé nita. Ong gia t6i khong cho vo
con t6i vé bén nay, ma ong lai cam tuyét, khong
cho t6i qua bén niia.
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— Cai gi ky vay? Mg Tu ciing bang long nhu
vay hay sao?

— Vg tdi bang long lam. N lai biéu t6i cudi
vg khac nita ché. Chu biét tai sao vay khong?

— Thua khong.

— Tai vg chong t6i cudi nhau ma khong co
tinh v6i nhau, nén méi cé chuyén nhu vay. Cha
me V¢ toi cti bat toi téi choi boi qua ma rit toi
ra. Vg t6i khong thuong toi, nén no nghe 16i
cha me ma nang ludn t6i niia.

— Xua ray t6i & ngay & dém trong nha, to6i
cd thay cau choi bai gi dau.

— Nguoi ta noéi toi dat meo vé nha, t6i cudi
vg bé roi niia chd.

- Dau co.

— Thoi, khong hai gi. Ho noi sao cting dugc.
Ho cho t6i la dtia choi boi xai pha, dé toi choi
bdi xai phd cho ho coi. Sdng mai chu kéu gitm
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hét thay ta dién ta thd cta toi tuu lai day cho toi
noi chuyén mot chut.

— Cau muon chling nao ho tyu?
— Chiéu mai.
— Thua, dugc.

Chiéu bia sau, 16i 4 gio, ta dién ta tho tuu
da, ngudi nao di khoi thi c6 hodc cha, hodc me,
hodc vg, hodc con di thé. Thugng Tt thay phan
nhiéu tay chai mat ndm, quan 4o ta toi, ngudi
dling c6 rém ngoai ctia dudng nhu h6 phéan
ngheo hen, ké dung 16n 1én dya cot bo coi co
sac lo sg.

Thuogng Tt hdi ting ngudi coi ai con laa
ma an hay khong. C6 Huong hé Huy véi hai
nguoi ta dién nita n6i moi ngudi con dugc ba
chuc gia. Con bao nhiéu thi néi trong nha kho-
ng con lua thoc chi hét. Thugng Tu chau may,
héi may nguoi hét lua rang:

— May ngudi hét lua roéi lam sao ma an?
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Thang Kim xén 1én thua rang:

— Thua céu, hé hét laa roi thi quo tam dau
nay dau kia ma an dd, chd téi mua sé hay, ché
biét lam sao.

— Ai nay déu hét lua, thi c6 ai con dau ma
vay?

— Thua, anh em tdi hét, ché cé nhiéu nguoi
ho con.

— Ho cho muogn hay cho vay?

— Thua, ho giup trong lic ngat nay thi t6i
mua gat phai trd laa 16i cho ho.

— Ho an 16i bao nhiéu?

— Thua, nhu héi 10 gia thi téi ngay phai tra
14 hodc 15 gia.

— Vay nhu vay thi mac qua.

— Thua, mac ré gi ciing phai chiu, ché néu
ché mac roi c6 lda ddu ma dn. Hoi nhu vay ma
phai ndn ni hét stic méi dugc, ché phai dé hay
sa0.
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Thugng Tt lac d4u néi rang:

— Toi con lua vai ngan gia. D€ tdi cho ba
con mugn ma an, dung c6 di vay hoi ngudi ta
lam chi. Ngudi nao can dung may gia noi cho
toi bién, roi saing mai 1én day toi biéu bay tré*
n6 dong cho. Mugn bao nhiéu thi dén ngay tra
bay nhiéu, t6i khong an 16i.

Luon dip ndy, t6i noéi cho ba con hay rang
tu ray sap lén t6i khong thau tién thd trach cua
may nha trong dat t6i nita. Da biét xua nay ba
con moi ndm phai dong tién &y moi nha doi ba
dong. Toi thay ba con nghéo lam, nén t6i cho
tién 4y d€ may 4o cho con bén, t6i khong thau
nta.

Con may ngudi lam rudng cua t6i, toi htia
ti ray sap lén t6i b6t s lua rudng cho mot
phan mudi, nghia la s6 lta td moi tram gia toi
b6t cho 10 gia. Toi bay gio c6 mot minh, an xai
khong hét bao nhiéu, nén t6i gitp cho ba con

chut dinh dang b6t ngheo.

32 nguoi giup viéc
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Ai ndy nghe néi déu chung hung, trong
long kinh phuc lam, song qué mua nén khong
biét noi tiéng chi ma ta on. Huong hd Huy
quen nhiéu nén budc lai gan ndi rang:

— C4u Tu nho tudi, ma ciu co6 long thuong
con nha nghéo nhu vay, thi t6i chac dng Troi
sé cho cau giau cé nhiéu hon ntia. Bay gid cau
gitup cho anh em chung t6i mét phan, ngay sau
Ong Troi sé giup lai cho cau mudi phan.

Thuong T cudi roi bé di ldy gidy viét ma
bién s6 may ngudi xin muogn lta. Ngudi hoi 10
gia, ngudi muon 20 gia, bién hét rdi cong lai thi
hét thay mugn ¢ 600 gia ma thoi. Thugng Tu
cdy Huong ho Huy sdng biia sau lén coi dong
laa gitm cho ta dién ta tho dem vé ma an.

Cau lai dan hét thay ai c6 can dung tién
bac, hodc 5 dong, hodc 10 dong thi dén hdi céu,
cdu sé cho mugn, vi cau dinh dé€ san 500 dong
bac dang gitip cho ba con 16i xé6m trong con
tung thiéu.
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Ta dién ta tho ra vé, ai cling mung rg, ai
cting khen cau Tu Thugng T giau c6 ma nhon,
laa cao gia ma khong ban, lai d€ cho con nha
ngheéo mugn ma dn, thud nay cé nha giau nao
lam dugc nhu vay.

Thién ha don rum, thau t6i tai thay Ban
bién Chi. Thay 1én hoi em rang:

— Em lam cdi gi vay? Em dién hay sao? Em
cho ta dién ta thd mugn lda, thi phai bat ho lam
gidy, phai tinh s6 16i nhu ngudi ta, ché nén noéi
miéng tay roi lam sao ma doi dugc? Em lam
1éu qua. Ma cho muogn tién, mugn lua chang
n6i lam chi, sao khi khong chang ai xin x6 gi
hét, ma em lai sut lda ruéng? Em lam nhu vay
qua s¢ em phai mat.

Thugng T chidu may dap ring:

— Sao ma mat? Toi ¢ phai v6i ngudi ta, cé
ly nao ngudi ta lai giut toi. Ma dau bac tién lua
thoc t6i cho mugn do6 ho khong tra di nia, lai
hét bao nhiéu sao, bat qud chling mot ngan
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dong bac chd bao nhiéu. Con téi sut laa ruong
ciing khong hai gi. S6 lua rudng 7 ngan gia, toi
cho ho mét phan mudi, thi bat qua mdi ndm
b6t s6 hué 1gi ctia toi 700 gia ché bao nhiéu.

Co phai t6i dién dau, thién ha khong biét
thuong con nha ngheo, ho dién ché. Anh nghi
lai ma coi, t6i c6 vg con cting nhu khong co,
toi khé khac ngudi ta ddng chat chia tién bac
dé danh cho nhiéu ma lam viéc gi? Toi gitp d6
cho con nha ngheo khong tot hon 1a di xai bay
xai ba hay sao?

Anh ton 5 ngan dong bac ma lam Ban bi¢én
dd co ich gi? Con nam ngoai toi di choi may
thang cting ton bén nam ngan dé cé ich lam
sao? Toi ham choi, ngudi ta cling ché t6i lam
bay. Toi xai phd, ngudi ta cling ché toi lam bay.

Bay gi¢ t6i khong di choi nita, toi khong xai
pha ntia, t6i giup d6 con nha ngheo, anh ciing
ché toi lam bay nta, thé thi toi biét an ¢ cach
nao mdéi dugc khen lam phdi? Thoéi, quay hay
phai toi t6i khong can, mién 1a vui long téi thi
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thoi. Xin anh dtng lo, t6i chua mat dau. Ma vi
ddu tdi vi con nha ngheo ma phai mat di niia,
thi c6 1€ ho cling nuoi t6i lai dugc, khong sao
dau ma sg.

Thay Ban bién tré moi noéi rang:

— Qua thay em lam trai doi, qua ndi cho em
nghe. Em da 16n r6i, em nghe hay khong nghe
ty y em, qua can viéc cia em lam sao dugc.

Thugng Tu dap rang:

— Phai, em lam trai doi thiét. Ma em coi
doi nay cach an & cta thién ha trai mat em lam,
nén em khong them lam theo ai hét. Cai phai
ctia ho la cdi trdi cia em, thi ty nhién cdi phai
ctia em la cai trai cua ho, cd la gi dau.

Thay Ban bién khong phuc ly thuyét cua

em, song thay ciing khong c6 16i chi ma cai
dugc nén thay tli ma ve.

Cach it ngay, con Mang hay tin ma n¢6 dau,
nén no xin phép Thugng Tu vé it biia dang sdn
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séc ma no. Da biét con Mang vé thi khong ai lo
com nudc cho Thugng Tu, nhung ma cau nghi
me noé dau, khong 1€ cau cam no 6 lai dugc, béi
vay cau cho no vé réi cau mugn con Qug¢, la
con gai Huong ho Huy, 1én 6 di chg nau com
gium.

Tuy con Qué la con nha ngheéo, 40 quan
lam 13, khong biét diém trang, chi deo c6 mot
doi bup mu u dong ma thoi, ché khong cé ni
trang chi khdc, song mdt may sang rd, di diing
diu dang, miéng cudi htiu duyén, mat ngé hiiu
duc.

Da vay ma no la con gai mdi I6n 1én, trong
long chat chtta moéi cam tinh, trong tri tudng
tugng diéu vién vong, nén cai long véi cai tri
ay hiép lai ma lam 10 ra noi mat n6 mot cai vé
thién nhién dep dé phi thudng, cai vé ay hay
lam cho mé man 16 d6 cho bon tu mi nam tu.

Bita no, Thugng Tt nghi trua mat lat roi
cdu thtic day leo 1én vong nam dua ton ten.
Trudc san troi nang chang chang nhu dot lta,
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ngoai vuon cay cd im lim nhu ngt trua, duy c6
con cu xanh ddng gdy trén ngon tre, v4i con
than lan chat 1ugi trong ket ctia. Thang Ngo6 thi
mac lam co sau vudn. Thang Lac thi 1én chay
ve tham nha. Con Qué duong ngoi choi dudi
nha bép, no thay Thuong Tt thuc day, ben lat
dat 1ay binh tra ma ché nudc cho cau uong.

Thuong Tt thay con no lén xudng qua lai
gin cai vong cdu nam, cdu mdi liéc mat ngd nod.

Cau coi ky luéng, cau mdi thay dung nhan
cta nd. Cau nghi tham, néu con nhé nay ma
sanh trong nha giau c6 sang trong, thi nhan sac
do, tuodi tac nay, chac ngudi ta gianh giut ma
cuéi da lau roi; vi né la con nha nghéo nén méi
chiu thiét thoi, khong ai théem ngé téi. Tinh doi
thiét la khén nan! Cé tién dau ngu xudn, dau
xau xa, nguoi ta ciing yéu chuong; khong tién
dau khon ngoan, dau dep dé, ngudi ta cling
khong mang!
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Cau duong buon vé thé tinh, bong con Qué
& duéi nha bép budc lén nita. Chling nd di gan
t6i chd cau ndm, cdu bén kéu ma hoi riang:

— Qué, ndm nay em dugc may tudi?

Con Qué giut minh nén ding xung lai ngé6
cdu, roi dap nho nho rang:

— Thua, nam nay em 18 tudi.
— Sao em chua lay chong?

Con gai t6i tudi 1lay chdng, hé nghe ai hoi
tGi viéc dy thi thuong hay mac cd. Con Qué
nghe Thugng Td héi nhu vay, né khong do
mat tia tai nhu gdi khac, ma né lai 16 sac buon
tham, cui mdt xuéng dat, ding lang thinh mot
chut r6i méi dap rang:

— Thua, cha me em ciing dinh ga em roi.

Thuogng Td ngoi day, ngdé ngay né ma hoi
rang:

— Cha me em da dinh ga rdi, ma sao em ndi
v6i qua coi bd em buon di vay?
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— Thua, em c6 budn chi dau.

— Em gidu qua lam chi. Qua dom sac mat,
qua nghe tiéng ndi, thi qua da biét bung em rdi,
em choi sao dugc? Tai sao hdi téi ldy chong ma
em lai buén? Em khong ua ch6é d6 ma cha me
em ga ép phai hon?

— Thua, khong phai. Chong da di hoi em tu

hoi ndm ngoai.

— D hon! Néi tli ndam ngoai dén nay ma
sao chua cuéi?

— Thua, chua cuéi.

— Véy ché doi chiling nao niia?
— Em khong biét.

— Em ung ché d6 hay khong?

— Thua, cha me em dinh lé nao ciing dugc,
em dau dam cai.

— Ga cho ai & dau?
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— Thua, ga cho con ba Tdam Hung & trén
xO0m trén.

— Tén thang gi?
— Thua, tén Sang.

— Tai sao cha me chiju ga, em ciing khong
cdi, ma dé lau nhu vay, khong cudi phut cho
roi?

— Thua, héi di no6i thi ma em doi moét doi
vang. Bén chong ciling chiu, tinh thang ba ndm
nay cudi. Chdng dé budc qua thing giéng ba
gia chong em dau mot tran di qua, chay thuoc
ton hao hét tién. Chong em sam do6i vang kho-
ng noi, nén 6ng mai xin véi cha me em dinh lai
dé thing thang roi sé tinh.

— Té ra tai d6i vang d6 ma cudi khong dugc!
Vay ma em thuong thiang Sang hay khong?

Con Qué cudi ma khong tra 164, lai coi b
nd mac cé.
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Thugng Tt hiéu y né rdi, nén ciu khong
hoéi nita. Cau cho né xudng nha bép, roi cau
nam gat tay 1én trdn ma suy nghi. Dong tién
khon nan lam thay! Vi né ma nhiéu khi vg
chong hét thuong nhau! Vi né ma nhiéu khi
vg chong thuong nhau song sum hiép khong
dugc! Vi né ma nhiéu khi ngudi tot phai trd ra
xau! Vi né ma nhiéu khi viéc nén lai hoa ra hu!

Con Qué tuy chong chua cuéi, song coi bd
né cing thuong chong roi. Tai chong khong
tién ma cudi noi, nén nd bt rit trong long
dén nobi 10 sac buodn ra ngoai mat. Néu thang
Sang dé€ hoai, khong cudi dugc, long nguoi
doi d6i khong chiing, rai c¢é chd nao khac ¢
tién ho dén noi, vg chong Huong ho Huy hoi
cho truéc ma ga cho sau, thi cai tinh ctia con
Qué mdi tré ra lam sao? Lay chong ma khong
thuong chong! Co doi ban ma lai tu tudng dén
nguoi khac! Cai ki€p con ngudi dudng ay. Cai
cudc gia dinh nhu vay, thi vui suéng chd nao?
Hudng chi con Qué la gai xuan xanh, lai la con
nha ngheo nta, thiéu gi co hdi lam cho né dé
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0 danh xu ti€t. Néu no6 gap mdt co hoi nhu vay
thi t0i cho n6 biét chiling nao!

Thugng Tt nam suy nghi mot hoéi roi cau
di rtia mat, thay do, 1én xe di chg My Tho. Cau
ghé tiém ban do ni trang cau lya mua mot doi
vang mot lugng cham thiét khéo. Cau bo tui
dem v¢, khong noéi cho trong nha dua nao biét
hét.

Dén t6i, con Qué don dep dudi nha bép
xong roi nd vé, cdu mdi sai thang Ngo lén nha
ba Tam Huong ma kéu thang Sang xuéng cho
cau biéu.

Théang Sang nghe kéu, khong biét c6 chuyén
gi nén lat dat xuong lién. Cau hoi tham thi thiét
qua no di néi con gai Huong hé Huy, dinh hom
thang ba roi n6 cudi, nhung vi béi ba gia n6
dau thinh linh, né chay thu6c hét tién hét lua,
nd khong thé lo dam cudi noi, nén phai ciy
mai noi dinh lai, dgi chling nao n6 lam c6 tién
roi sé€ hay. Cau hoéi lam ddm cuéi phai ton bao
nhiéu. N6 noi ba gia vg n6é doi mot doi vang,
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bdi vay phai c6 moét tram rudi dong bac méi
dam lam dam cudi.

Thuong T lién di mo ta lay doi vang véi
mot tram dong bac ma dua cho thang Sang va
ndi rang:

— Day, t6i cho chi mugn vang bac day ma
cudi vg. Chiing nao chu lam dn kha rdi cha tra
lai cho toi.

Théang Sang chung hting, diing ngd Thuong
Tt ma khong dam lay vang bac va ciing khong
biét ndi chi hét, Thugng Tt cudi va biéu rang:

— Chu ct viéc lay di. Chu chua muén cudéi
vg hay sao, nén t6i cho mugn ma cha lai duc
dac?

— Thua cau, t6i mudn lam ché... Ngit vi
cau lam phudc giup vang bac cho t6i day, biét
chting nao t6i tra lai cho néi.

— Chting nao ciing dugc. Néu chu trd khong
ndi thi thoi, ciing khong sao.
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— Cha cha, cau thuong t6i nhu vay thi toi
cam on cau qua!

Thugng Tt cudi. Thang Sang xin gdi vang
bac lai do, ddng nd vé thua lai cho me nd hay,
roi xudng noi véi bén vg nd chon ngay, chling
nao can dung thi no sé lay.
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CHUONG 16

Séng biia sau, Tam Hung xuéng khoc va
ta on Thugng Tu. Chiéu lai Huong ho
Huy lén choi, chu ndi ba sui da cé cho chu hay
vé su Thuong Tt gitp cho con ré chd thanh gia
that, roi chu khen nggi an dtic ctia Thugng Tu
vO cung. Thugng Tt cudi ma ndi rang:

— Khong c6 an duc chi hét. Toi thay con
Qué v6i thang Sang thuong nhau, nhung vi ¢6
cai ngheéo, nén n6 khong cudi dugc, badi vay toi
giup cho vg chong n6 thoa tinh, ché cé chi dau.

Qua biia sau ntia, con Qué lén ndu an, bd
n6 hén hé, mit né tuci chong. Thugng Tt biét
né da hay viéc ciu giap cho thang Sang cudi né
roi. Cau lay lam vui long, roi cdu lai nghi tham
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rang néu ciu dé danh s6 tién mua do ky niém
cho c6 Hai Hau ngay trudc do, thi bay gis cau
giup dugc t6i nam bay ngudi ngheéo c6 vg co
chong.

Thugng Tu gitp cho ta dién ta thd, hoac
ctiiu nha ngheo trong xém trong lang, mdi nam
ton hao udc chuing vai ngan dong bac. Cau lam
nhiing viéc “trai doi” dé, la vi cau thuong con
nha ngheo, lai cling vi cau that tinh that chi
nén cau lam, ché khong phéi cau mong dugc
tiéng khen nggi.

Nhung ma nhiing ngudi ngheo khd, da tho
on rdi hay chua ciing vay, déu kinh phuc mén
yéu cdu, ton trong cau hon quan to, nhu than
song.

Su dan nghéo tén trong ay lam cho may ngudi
c6 cua 6 trong lang trong tong khong ua cau,
dén noi ho bay chuyén x4u ma néi gian cho
cau.

Thay Ban bién Chi la anh ruét cau, ma
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cling con ché cau la do dién. Con ndi gi o6ng
Hoéi dong Thudng, hé 6ng nghe ai noi téi viéc
cua ciu thi 6ng gai d4u la I6n rang:

— Oi! Thing d6 ma ndi lam t&i chi. Thi
do ngu, nd lam bay lam ba it ndm day tiéu hét
rudng dat ctia dng K& hién dé lai d6 chd gi. Toi
biét trudc nén t6i bat con Manh lai, thiét 1a hay
lam. Néu t6i 16i thoi, n6 lam tiéu luén su ng-
hiép cua t6i ntita ché phai choi sao. Khd, no biét
than, nén khong ddm héo lanh t6i day ntia, ma
nd ciing bo thang con né cho téi nuodi luon, nod

khong dam doi bat.

Ai thuong ai ghét Thugng Tu khong mang;
ai kich bac, ai ché cudi cau ciing khong ké. Céu
ct giup d& lo lang cho con nha ngheo, ai néi
thé nao mdc ai, mién la cau vui long thi thoi.

Mot biia no cau di chg cau gdp thay thong
Hdng. Thay trach cdu theo cu luc thuc & nha
hoai, khong di choi boi chi nita hét. Cau cudi
ma déap rang:
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— Vay ché thay quén may 16i téi noi véi
thay hoi trude hay sao? Toi choi badi, quyét xai
pha chut dinh ddng hoc khon dai. Toi ton may
ngan dong bac du roi. Bay gid con di choi lam
chi ntia?

Thay thong Hang c6 tit nén thay mac cd;
thay khong dam hoi t6i chuyén choi nita. thay
hoilo 1a viéc nha ctia Thugng T roi thay tii ma
di. TUu 4y v€ sau thay hét dam t6i nha Thugng
Tt nita, ma khi nao gap cau trén chg, thay ciing
khong dam ru & choi.

Thuong Tt lia vg con, tranh bau ban, trot
ndm ndm trudng hiu quanh mot minh, thu
vui chang cé chi khéc hon 1a ctu gidp td thé
ta dién, hodc diu dat ngudi trong lang trong
x6m. Mot budi s6m mai, cau viia thic day thi
nghe tin cha vg da chét hoi hom. Cau lat dat di
xuong nha thay Ban bién Chi ma hoi coi tinh
cha vg chang ré da dut roi, nhung ma bay gic
ong Hoi dong Thudng ti tran, cau c6 nén qua

chiu tang hay khong.
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Thay Ban bién lién dép rang:

— Tuy vg chong xa nhau, nhung ma khong
c6 d€ bo chi hét. ba vay ma em & véi con Tu lai
cd con. Em phdi qua chiu tang, ché khong qua
sao dugc.

Thugng Tu ngdi suy nghi mot hoi roi noi
rang:

— T6i cling nghi qua chiu tang m&i phai, b&i
vi tuy ong gia t6i khién cho vg chong t6i phan
ré, nhung ma may ndm nay t6i khong cudi vg
khac, ma vg t6i né ciing chua lay chong. ba
vay ma hoi ma t6i mat, vg toi n6 da qua chiu
tang du 1€, c6 1é nao bay gio toi lai lam lo. Ai
quay mac ai, minh khong nén lay quay ma tra
quay. Tuy vay ma c¢6 mot diéu lam cho tdi ai
ngai la ong gia t6i giau co6 16n, t6i khong téi
lui da ndm sdu nam roi, bay gid dng mat, toi
qua chiu tang, t6i sg e thién ha khong hiéu, ho
tudng to6i muon hudng gia tai nén lét téi.
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— Ho tudng thé nao troi ké ho, hoi dau ma
lo. Gia tai ctia 6ng gia vg em thi em hudng, can
c6 cho ai ma ho néi. Em phai biét, theo thién
ha thi dau bac Hoéi dong chudi nat di niia, ho
cling chui dau ma t6i hoai, ché c6 phai ho lam
nhu em vay dau.

— Miéng thién ha kho long lam. Viéc quay,
néu ho lam thi ho cho la phai; con hé ho thay ai
lam, thi ho ché cudi, ho giem siém.

— Oi! Thay ké ho! Em liéu phai thi em lam,
duiing c6 ké ai hét.

— Khong. Thud nay tdi lam viéc chi t6i ¢
them k& ai dau. Nhung ma viéc nay t6i ngai
mot chut 1a vi tdi s¢ vg toi nd khong thuong
toi, r6i n6 cling khinh thi téi ntia ché.

— Cé 1é nao con Tu né dam khinh thi em.

Em di di, diing c6 duc dac chi hét.

Thugng Tt nghe 16i anh, nén vé thay do
qua chg Ong Van lién. Ba Hoi déng thdy ré
nhoé may nam nay khong téi lui, ma bay gid né
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cling qua, thi ba dong long nén ba khoc chong
nghe tham thiét. C6 Ba Manh thay Thugng Tu
c6 dai ciing nhu thudng ché khong to dau chi
khinh khi hay la hén gian. Duy c6 vg chong
Thon Chau lat 1€o, chong con hdi lo 1a, ché vg
thiét khong them hoi téi.

Thugng Td & man dam tang. Chiing ctiing
phan khoc? roi, cau stia soan cdo ti ma ve, thi
Thon Chéu ndi rang:

— Dugng vé chi gap vay? Dugng phai & lai
ddng t6i nay tinh viéc nha mdt chut ché.

Thugng Tt cudi ma hoéi rang:
— Viéc nha la viéc gi? Toi co biét viéc gi &
dau ma tinh?

~ Ay, ma dugng phdi & lai ding t6i hét
khach roi vg chong t6i noéi chuyén mot chut.

33 an-sang 1€ cung va khdc nguoi chét sau khi chon va rude
hon bach vé linh toa tai nha
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Thugng Tu tudng vg chong Thon Chau
mudn phan gidi viéc vg con cla cdu, nén cau
du du, nta mudn & lai nghe coi ngudi ta noi
thé nao, ntia muon vé phtit cho roi ding khoi
nghe nhiing tiéng vo tinh ctia vg nifa. Cau chua
nhat dinh, bong nghe ba Hoi dong ndi rang:

— Thang Ba tinh v€ hay sao? V€ giong gi ma
gap di vay? Thay con mat, con phai ¢ lai mot it
btia v6i ma chd.

May 16i ay tuy trach ma co tinh, lam cho
Thugng Tt khong thé cai dugc, nén phai & lai.

Toi lai, khach & xa vé hét; ta dién ta tho ho
cling vé nghi ddng sang con phai trd lai ma lo
don dep.

Ba Hoéi dong duong ngdi tai bd van trude
ban thd chong ma an trau. Thon Chau véi
Thugng Tt thi ngdi chung quanh cai ban ké
dé. C6 Hai Khoe & nha sau di lén, co lai ngodi
gan me ma hai rang:
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— Thay mat roi, bay gid viéc nha ma tinh
sao day?

Ba Hoi dong day qua hoi rang:

— Viéc nha la viéc gi? May mudn ndi viéc
con Manh phai hon?

— Thua phai. T6i muon ndi viéc do.

— Hoéi trudc thiy gian thing Ba, thay may
ray la, khong cho né téi lui. Tao can hét stic
khong dugc. Bay gio thdy may mat rdi, con ré
né biét phai**, nd qua chiu tang. Thoi, tui ray
sap lén, thang Ba nd mac gia thé caa nd, nd
khong vé bén nay ma & dugc, thi vg chong n6
qua lai v6i nhau nhu hoi truéc, ché cé chuyén
chi dau ma tinh.

— Khong. Khong phai téi mudn noi chuyén
doé. Viéc vg chong con Manh, ma tinh thé nao
ma tinh, t6i c6 can ndi lam chi. To6i hoi vay ché
ma quyét dé cho con Manh & ludn trong nha
nay hay sao?

34 biét diéu dung
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— Vay ché may biéu tao dudi né hay sao?

— Toi khong bang long dé né & nha nay
nia.

— Ua! Sao vay? Thdy mdy mét roi, né phai
¢ hu hi v6i tao ché. Tai sao ma may lai khong
bang long?

— Con ciling la con, ma t6i 1a con 16n niia.
N6 la nho, né khong duge phép lam cha cai
nha niy. Nhu ma muon né & day thi ma phai
moi lang, hodc rudc trudng Toa, bién hét thay
vang bac trong t0, bién hét thay tai vat trong
nha, roi lap vi bang giao mot bon cho toi gid
maéi dugc.

— Lam chi vay?

— Néu khong lam nhu vay, con Manh né
doat hét gia tai roi lam sao?

Ba Hoi dong gian dé mat. Ba kéu Thon
Chéu ma hoi rang:

— Thang Hai, miy c6 nghe vg miy nd noi
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dé hay khong? Thiét tao khong dé con Khoe
n6 bat hi€u qua nhu vay! Cha né chét, ndim mo
chua kho, ma né da tranh gia tai, n6 muén moc
hong em no6 chd!

Thon Chéu ding déy dap rang:

— Thua ma, vg cua con né mudn ngay sau
chi em khoi xich mich kién thua, nén né tinh
nhu vay, ché phai n6 doi chia gia tai bay gig,
hay 1a n6 ganh g6 chi di Ba dau.

— Té ra may ciing vay nta! Néu bay sg con
Manh & day nd dn hét cua, thi vg chong bay vé
day ma 6.

Co6 Hai Khoe hét ma dap thé cho chong
rang:

— Dau ma khong biéu t6i cling vé; dai gi ma
dé cho vg chong con Manh né dn hét.
Ba Hoi dong gidn qud, song ba khong biét

noéi sao dugc, nén ba tém tradu ma an, khong
thém tra 16i.
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Cau Thugng Tt thay vay, ciu lay lam bat
binh nén cdu ndi rang:

— Chi Hai néi nhu vay, em phién lam. Vi
thdy du6i em, nén nam sau nam nay em co
dam t6i lui nha nay niia dau. Nay thay mat, em
vi cai nghia cha vg chang ré nén em phai téi ma
cu tang bao hi€u. Em vi tinh nghia ché khong
phai vi gia tai.

Tang lé xong r6i, hoi chiéu em mudn vé, tai
anh Hai cam, r6i ma biéu niia, nén em mai con
¢ day. Viéc gia tai cia thay ma, em khong can
biét lam chi. Xin chi Hai héi thtt ma coi tli ngay
em vao lam ré cua thady ma cho dén bay gico, em
cd xai tién ctia thady ma hét bao nhiéu. Sao chi
chua hoi ma, ma chi lai ndi vg chong em dn hét
ctia thay ma?

Vg em & trong nha nay, chi nghi ngai, chi
ganh ghét, chi ndi sao thi chi noi, ché em la
dta vo can, nha ctia em thi em &, tién cla em
thi em xai, em c6 pham dén quyén lgi cta chi
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chut nao dau, sao chi budng 16i ndi luén em
nia?

Anh Hai chi Hai khong cho vg em & day,
thi anh Hai chi Hai dudi né. Anh Hai chi Hai
mudn vé & day, thi anh Hai chi Hai vé 6. Lam
thé nao em cling khong can tré gi, sao anh chi
tranh gianh gia tai, ma lai kep lu6n em v6 lam
cho?

Co6 Hai Khde nghen hong, con Thon Chau
hé nguoi, nén hai vg chong ngoi nin khe.

Ba Hoi dong tang hang r6i ba néi rang:

— Bay gid méi thay r6 rang ai tot ai xau! Ma
tao noi cho bay biét, cha bay lam ché tao khong
c6 lam dau. Nha ctia rudng dat cta tao lam ra,
tao muon cho ai tao cho, khong ai dugc phép
noi tiéng gi. Nha nay cha bay nhtt dinh cho
thang Tho & ddng n6 phung tu 6ng ba, thi me
con n6 . Bay c6 quyén gi ma dudi. Vg chong
bay thiét la khon nan! Cha bay chét, méi chon
via roi; tao con s6 s6 day, ma bay dd muon
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sanh chuyén da ha! Dau bay gidi kéu ai t6i bién
gia tai cua tao, thi bay lam thu cho tao coi.

Co6 Hai Khoe xu mat dap rdng:

— Thay néi d€ cai nha nay cho con ctia con
Manh, ma thay co6 lap chuc ngdn hay khong?
Nhu cé thi ma dua t6i coi thi coi.

— Cha may néi miéng cling du, can gi phai
cd gidy to.

— Co6 dugc dau. Néu khong cé gidy t6 thi
cai nha nay la cua chung, cé ai ma giut dugc.

Nay gid c6 Ba Manh ding nup trong ctia
budng, c6 nghe rd rang cac viéc hét thay. Chiing
c6 Hai Khoe t6 16i ganh g6 thai qua, thi c6 Ba
Manh khong thé dan long niia dugc, nén co
budc ra ma ndi rang:

— Chi Hai ne, chi mudn & nha nay thi chi
ve day ma 6. Toi khong them dau, diing c6 theo
ma gianh. Tai thay nén t6i méi & day ché. Con
thay noéi cai nha niy lam nha thg, d€ cho con
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toi 6 ma phung tu 6ng ba, chd phai toi giut hay
sao, nén chi néi nhiéu chuyén.

Cha me sanh cd hai chi em, ma chi nghe 16i
nguoi dung, chi khong bi€t thuong em ut. Thay
ma&i mat ma chi doi bién tai san, chi muén chia
ruong dat, chi quyét gianh nha ctia, chilam nhu
vay khong sg ho cudi hay sao? Dau chi khong
ké tinh chi em, thi chi cting phai nghi nghia me
con chd. Sao chi lai ki€ém chuyén ma lam cho
ma budn nhu vay? Toi bié€t y chi roi. Chi sg cho
toi & day roi toi chuyén hét gia tai di. Thoi, chi
ve day ma & v6i ma. Toi giao hét gia tai cho chi
dn mot minh, t6i khong chia chédc gi dau, diing
c6 ganh ghét ntia.

Tuy may 16i ctia c6 Ba Manbh la 16i noi 1dy,
song xét cling c6 cai nghia it nhiéu, bdi vay
Thugng Tt ngodi nghe, cau lay lam viia long.
Cau nghi, néu & nta thi cing nghe cai chuyén
tranh gia tai ché khong ich gi, boi vay cau kiém
c§ cao ti ma ve lién.
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Cach vai ngay, ba Hoi dong sai ban di My
Hoi kéu Thuong Tt qua cho ba ndi chuyén.
Thugng Td khong hiéu chuyén gi, nén lat dat
lay xe di lién. Cau budc vo nha khong thay vo
chong Thon Chau, chi thay ba Hoi dong véi vo
con cau ma thoi.

Céiu qua & may bita ddm ma, thang Tho da
quen vdi cdu roi, nén nay no thay cau thi né
chay a lai mtling, cha con 6m nhau coi b6 than
thiét lam.

Ba Hoi dong thdy vay ba cudi ma ndi rang:

— Ong Troi 6ng khién ky cuc qué. T hoi
n6é méi dugc ba thang cho téi bay gié no co
thady mat cha n6 dau. Méi gdp may biia hom,
ma bay gi¢ coi bo nd triu mén ché. Hom nay
nd nhac cha né hoai. Ne, Tho, con vé bén My
Hoi ma & véi cha con, con chiu hay khong?

Thang Tho day lai hoi rang:
— My Hoi ¢ dau?
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— Cho cha con & dé.

— Chiu. Ma ma ciing di véi t6i niia chd.

— Con di v6i cha con. Ma con mac & nha
vGi ba ngoai.

— Khong chiju. T6i di mdt minh roi to6i nhé
ma toi lam sao?

— C0 cha con d6 khong dugc hay sao? Can
gi phai c6 ma?

— C6 cha ma cling phai c6 ma t6i mdi chiu.

Ba Hoéi dong nghe chau ndi nhu vay thi ba
cudi ngat. Vo chong Thuong Tt cling ngd nhau
ma cuoi.

Ba Hoi dong bén noi v6i Thugng T rang:

— Vg chong con Khée tham lam, khong ra
giong gi hét. Biia hdm con nghe nd noi do thi
con da hiéu rdi. N6 ké dong tién, ché nd kho-
ng bi€t nhon nghia. Con ctia ma dé, ma biét
lam. Con Khée hoi chua c¢6 chong né cé6 nhu
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vdy dau. Tai thing chong né khén nan, muu
su, bay dat cho nd, nén n6é méi sanh tam ganh
g6 do.

Hoém no con vé rdi, n6 cu theo gay go véi
con Manh hoai, n6 néi néu con Manh & day thi
n6 phai thua véi Toa ddng xin bién tai san, kéo
con Manh sang doat hét di. Con coi c6 phai la
né khon nan hay khong? Thai, thu do bat hiéu
nhu vay, ma khong théem ké n6 ntta. Ma kéu
con qua day, 1a mudn noi chuyén con Manh
vGi con. Thay con tanh hay c6 chip lam; hé 6ng
thay viéc trai y, thi 6ng ghi vao tri ma nhé hoai,
khong ai khuyén gidi dugc hét thay.

Tai 6ng hon con mét chut ma 6ng khong
chiu cho con Manh vé bén, ché khong cé chi
la. Thoi bay gio¢ thay con mat rdi, ma khong
muén dé cho vg chong, cha con phin cach
nhau nita; vay tl ray sap 1én ma cho phép con
hodc muén rudc me con con Manh vé bén ma
& cling dugc, hoac d€ bén nay ht hi véi ma, roi
con qua lai ciing dugc. Con tinh 1€ nao thi con
liéu lay.
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Thuong Tt ngoi suy nghi mot hoi roi cau
dap rang:

— Ma thuong con, ma muén cho vg chong
con tai hi¢p, cdi on &y ddu man doi con cling
khong quén. Nhung ma con xin phép ma cho
con hoi mot diéu ndy: ma dinh nhu vay, ma
khong biét con téi day, hoac con rudc vé bén,
vg con nd cd vui long hay khong?

Ba Hoi dong chung hting ma hoi rang:

— Tai sao con hoi ky cuc nhu vay? Sao ma
no lai khong vui long?

— Thua md, con hoi nhu vay la vi con thay
vg con khong cé tinh gi v6i con hét. M nhé lai
ma coi, ngay vg con dé dugc 3 thang, con qua
xin rudc, thay ray ra va cap khong cho con t6i
lui nita. Con hoéiy vg con, thi nd noéi con véi nd
da hét duyén ng roi, né biéu con cudi vg khac,
khong con vg chong gi nita ma t6i lui. Néu vo
né hét thuong con rdi, ma ma ép né thi cuc
long n6 chang?
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Co6 Ba Manh nghe chong néi nhu vay thi
c6 khoc ma dap rang:

— Hoi do tdi ndi ndng minh la tai chi Hai
da. Dén sau t6i mdi biét 1a chi nhiéu chuyén.

Thugng Tt chung hting ben hoi rang:
— Sao ma tai chi Hai? Chi noi giong gi?

— Chi ké vach, chi néi minh choi bdéi lung
lam, dém nao minh ciing dem meo chd vé nha,
minh lai duong tinh kiém vg khac ntia. Chi néi
nhiéu chuyén lam, nén t6i gian, t6i khong chiu
vé bén.

— Té ra chi nay sanh chuyén qua roi! Chi
ddt diéu lam cho phan ré vg chong ngudi ta chi
vay!

— Khong. Béay gio toi hi€u rdi. Chi bay
chuyén do6 khong phai chi muén lam cho vg
chong minh phan ré dau. Chi khong mudn cho
toi 6 nha nay, chi bay chuyén dang cho t6i ghen
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t6i vé€ bén nha ma 6. Chang dé chi noi, t6i ndi
gian, t6i khong chiu vé bén, lam cho cai ké cua
chi khong thanh, nén may nam nay chi ghét toi
lung lam.

— Long nguoi thiét la sau hiém qua! Ma
nhtt la cdilong tham lgi c6 thé giét ngusi dugc
nhu chai!

Thugng Tt hiéu tinh y vo r6i, cdu hét phién
nlia nén cau thua véi ba Hoi dong rang:

— Thua ma4, bay gié ma cho phép vg chong
con sum hiép, 1é thi con phai d€ vg con & bén
nay ma hua hi v6i ma méi phdi. Nhung ma con
xét tanh y chi Hai, néu dé€ vg con & day thi chi
sanh chuyén, r6i lam trong nha xao xdo cang
thém cuc long cho ma. Viy con xin ma dé con
rudc hét vg con clia con v€ bén ma & cho yén
On trong nha. Tuy ndi vé bén, song nam ba biia
cling qua moét 1an ma tham m4d, ché khong phai
di lu6n. Xin ma diing buon.
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Ba Hoi dong chiu cho. Thugng Tt xin rudc
lién. Ba ndi ngay ay khong dugc tét nén ba biéu
dogi hai biia ntia, nham ngay 21 r6i sé qua rudc.
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CHUONG 17

huong Tu vé ghé nha thay Ban bién
Chi ma thuat viéc nha lai cho thay
nghe. Thay Ban bién néi rang:

— Vg chong Thon Chau ham dn qua réi noi
bay. Bac Hoi dong chét khong c6 lam chic ngdn
tuong phan, thi gia tai bac gdi lam cha, hudng
hué 1gi man doi, con ré thua kién gi dugc. N6
c6 quyén gi ma dudi me con con Tu.

Thugng Tu dap rang:

— Oi, hoi nao ma cii co véi ké tham lam.
To6i nghi bat tic cudi, ong gia toi thuong vo toi
ma t6i phdi phan cach vg con; bay gid chi vg toi
ghét vg toi, ma toi lai dugc hoa hiép véi vo con.
Viéc doi ky qua!



414 § HO Biéu Chanh

Noi biia chiéu ay, ta dién ta thd déu hay tin
btia 21 Thugng Tt sé rudc vo con vée My Hoi.

Sang biia 21, Thugng T ddn thing Ngo
md ctia quét nha, dan con Mang di chg nau dn,
roi cau dem xe ra ma rudc vg con.

C6 Ba Manh da thau xé€p quan 4o san roi,
nén Thuong Tu qua choi mot chut roi thua véi
ba Hdi dong ma xin rudc vg con. Ba Hoi dong
dua con ré ra xe, ba ndi rang:

— Hai con vé bén, biia nao ranh thi chay
qua tham ma, ché vg chong con Khoe ma hét
ké roi.

Ba va noi va 6m thang Tho ma hun. C6 Ba
Manh budc 1én xe ma chay nudc mat. Thugng
Tt thay vay cdu rat dong long; bay gid mai hiéu
me vg v6i vo ctia cau khong phai la khong co
tinh véi cau.

Xe chay vu vu, thang Tho nédi chuyén lin
liu, khi kéu cha ma héi, khi ngé6 me ma cudi.
Chting xe quanh v6 san ma ngting, Thugng Tt
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dom v6 nha, thdy ngudi ta dong day day, cau
khong hi€u & nha co viéc gi, nén lat dat budc
xuong ma hoi. Huong ho Huy chay ra chao mo
Tu r6i nodi véi cdu rang:

— T4 dién ta tho véi ba con trong lang trong
x0m nghe ndi biia nay cdu ruéc mg Tu va em
nho vé, nén ho tuu lai ma chao ming mg Tu,
ché khong cé viéc chi hét.

Thugng TG ngd vg ma cudi, roi nam tay
con ma dat vo nha, c6 Ba Manh ciing di theo
mot bén dd. Khi budc vo cua cau thay du mat,
dan 6ng co, dan ba cé, ngudi gia cd, ngudi tré
co, thi lay lam cam dong nén dung lai ma nodi
VGi Vg rang:

— Day la ba con 16i xdm. To6i rudc minh,
toi khong c6 noi trudce cho ai hay hét, ma ba
con ho tyu lai ming minh dong nhu vay do.
Minh coi d6 thi da biét minh khong vé bén nay
nguoi ta buon, con minh vé bén nay ngudi ta
vui la dudng nao.
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Co6 Ba Manh cam xuc qud, c6 khong biét
161 chi ma ta on, chi 4 & noéi rang:

— T6i cdm on ba con ... Khong phai tai toi
khong mudn vé bén nay.

Co ndi c6 may 16i roi ¢6 1dy khéan lau nuéce
mat.

Co6 may cdp vg chong nho Thugng Td ma
dugc thanh gia that, budc ra diing trudc noi
rang:

— Chung t6i nh¢ cau Tu giup d6 nén mdi
cd doi ban ma lam dn. May ndm nay chung toi
tiic qud, chang hiéu vi ¢§ nao céu Tu ngudi
nhon duc, giup cho trong lang trong xém trai
cd vg, gai cé chong, con phan cau Tu vg chong
phan ré. Chung t6i vai van hoai, vdi cho cau Tu
mo Tu dugc sum hiép. Nay tr6i Phat nham 16i
vai ctia chung t0i, thiét ching téi miing khong
biét chling nao ma noi cho dugc.

May ngudi khac lai tiép theo ma néi nhé
cau Tu nén c6 nha ctia & kin ddo, nhd cau Tu
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nén coé codm nudi vg con, nhd cau Tu nén cod
thudc uong khoi chét, nhd cau Tu nén thué
khda dugc thanh thoi, 161 noi nghe thiét tha,
ma bo tudng coi kinh trong lam.

Co6 Ba Manh dong long ngo ngdn, khong
biét ndi sao dugc. Thugng Tud khong de lam
nghia ma dugc ngudi ta cdm nghia dén chiing
ay, bdi vay cau dac y, diing chim chim cuoi
hoai.

Huong ho Huy budc lai thua rang:

— Xin 16i cau Tu, ba con 16i x6m nghe noi
mo Tu vé bén nay ai cling mting, nén ¢6 hun
tién v6i nhau mua mot con heo lam thit an
mung. Ho duong lam thit heo 6 dang sau. Xin
cau Tu mg Tu lat nia an udng chung vui véi ba
con chung t6i mot bia.

Thuong Tt gat dau roi day qua noi véi vg
rang:

— Thud nay t6i mang tiéng xai pha. Toi xai
phd nhu vay dé. Ngudi ta ndi t6i phai mat. ba
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ndm sau nam roi, rudng dat téi van con du,
nha ctia toi van con nguyén, t6i chua mat. Ma
dau toi xai pha nhu vay t6i phai mat di nta, toi
cling vui, bdi vi m¢t minh téi mat ma ca trdm
nha dugc &m no thi c6 hai gi. Song t6i khong
mat dau, minh dung lo.

C6 Ba Manh ngdé chong ma cudi, roi vo
chong dat con di vo.

Ta dién ta tho tan ra, dan ba thi xuéng nha
sau lo ndu nuéng, dan 6ng thi chia nhau nguoi
ra xe xach do dem v6 budng, ngudi coi don ban
sap ghé stia soan don tiéc.

Vo chong sum hiép, cd x06m muing vui,
nguoi trén cam vi tinh, ké dudi yéu vi nghia.
Con nha giau c6 ai biét cdi hanh phudéc nay hay
khong?

Can Long - 1931






