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(Chingdittheolnicch i

ting nhu moi budi sém; Lé day

khi ba me con ngu ky, Lé nhac
tam phén che ctia budc ra san; mot vé bo
ngd thoang qua trén guong mat tho ngay
mon mon. Lé hit manh lan gié thom dua
tt xa lai nhiing tiéng chim rling; cap mat
hung hung trong su6t mé to, nhu thu lay
canh sac ruc ro...

Quanh cho Lé dling, hoa mua tim
do, hoa buém trang phau, hoa keén vang
ruc hén hé dua cudi. Dai may vang tha
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thuét kéo ngang nén trdi biéc. Bat ngat
dudi chan go, dong rudng phoi mau co
non xanh uét. Xa xa, tit dang xa, nui
Dum van nhu ngai ngt trong biic man
suong.

Lé ngay ngudi nhin canh dep nhung,
chi giay lat, lai quén ngay. Co gai qué ay
khong biét cai thu mo mang trudc sy vat.
Co6 song mot cach hon nhién, sy budn
vui lam khi chi la nhiing phan anh 16 m¢o
cua vat sac.

Lévan lai m& tédc budng x6a sau lung,
den nhu m¢t dém ha tuan. Poan, quay
vao gdc san bén hitu, Lé thdo vang cho
dan trau ra ngoai. Lé cti dong diu dang
ma nhanh nhen. Khé nguoi giong gidong
cao, gon gang trong méanh 4o cham. Ong
chan tron; hai ban chan nho va trang.



(Chingidittheoluc R

Lé thdo xong; dan trau ndng né den
trtii x6 nhau thoat khoi gian chudng chat
hep. Nhiing cdp mat 1i 1i dai dot bong
tinh lanh, sang quac.

Lé nhay ngo6i chém ché gitia lung con
vat dau dan, vé mau thling khé vut: “Dil”

ban trau am ac kéo nhau xuong
rudng.

...Mot giong hat cét 1én, vang vang
gitia noi c6 ngan hoa.
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(Changditheolnicch Y

I1

rén manh rudéng chénh chéch

bén suon doi, mot chang tudi
tré vam vG, minh tran, nudc da banh
mat, dang chdm chi theo trau. Chang ta
vuia lai doc cay viia luon miéng giuc: “Di!
Vit! Riét!...”

LuGi cay sang nhodang phang phing
rach mat dat pht cé non. D6 day, anh
nang nhat xuyén ké méy thua in xuéng
canh vat nhiing ddu vang loang 16. Bong,
chang tuoi tré ho trau, ngan mat lang
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nghe... Giong hét quen quen tii xa vang
lai.

Chang tudi tré nhin quanh; cdp mat
mo mong, hoi thd hoi hop...Chang ngo
ngin tim xem ai hat thi, ngay ldac ay, trén
dinh go cao, Lé, ngdi gitia lung trau, cling
dang yén ldng nhin chang. Béng ngudi
va vat in 1én nén may vang diu mot buic
tranh don gian. Su xudt hién ay gieo vao
tdm hon chang tudi tré nhiing cam giac
say sua kho ta.

Con trau Lé cudi dung dinh lai gan.
Lé bon cot:

— Mt trdi cao lam roi, anh viia [am
vtia nghénh thé khong sg hét budi a?

Chang tu6i tré lung tung dap:
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— Vi ¢6 héat hay qud nén t6i phai
duing trau lang nghe. Tinh t6i xua nay c6
lo dénh bao gid!

— Anh chi tai nghé chong ché!

— Khong, to6i ndi thuc day! Co tot
giong nhat lang.

Lé cui dau, bén 1én. Con trau dung
dinh buédc di; trong khodng ling 1é mo
mang, tiéng Lé lai bat ddu ngan nga...
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Cringaitheonoca BE

I11

ric lang nghe tiéng hat xa

dan; lodng dan trén mdt dong
khong man mdc. Ca linh hon Truc nao
nao rung dong, nhu cam thay tiéng goi
huyén bi cua tinh yéu.

Chan ngua phi 16p dop khién Truc
ngoanh lai.

Mot ngudi kho dd, non dia lat lai
sau gay, cui rap xuong con ngua 6 dang
phdéng nhu bay trén dai dudng lam bui.
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Chting ty xa da nhén r6 chang tudi tré,
nguoi ay go cuong, goi:

— Truc! Cay lam gi ntia! Co den vé
danh tinh sap t6i noi roi!
Truc hét hoang:

— Lai ¢6 chuyén ay a?

— Phai. Chi dd chi€u mai thi ching
né t6i day. bon Bac Muc via that thu,
tinh thé khan cap lam!

Vuét nhiing giot m6 hoi trén
tran,ngudi linh hoi Truc:

— A nay, ding 4y c6 biét A Duc chi?
Cht hiéu Dong thinh ay ma!

— C6. Lam sao?

— N6 theo C& Den roi va dugc tudng
giac tin cin lam, cho di tién phong.



(Cringlditheorniicoa VA

Chuyén nay rdi ta con thay vo s6 chuyén
dén an tra oan 16i thoi.

Noi doan, ngudi linh khong dgi Truc tra
161, quat ngua phi nhanh. Truc ném cay,
chong hai tay lén sudn, nghi nggi.

Nhiing canh dot nha cudp ctia, mau
chdy dau roi va cai hinh anh Lé bi nhuc
nhan khd i, phat thodng qua trong 6c
Truc nhu cuon phim quay voi.

Pén on tra odn thi ngudi s€ bi no
hanh ha trudc nhét han 1a Lé. Ngay nim
ngodi, Lé chang da cy hon no ddy u?

Bong Truc nghién ring, trgn mat:

— Khong! Khong khi nao nhu thé
dugc!

Truc lat dat thao cay. Tru6c khi nhay
lén lung trau trd voi vé x6m, Truc con
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dodi nhin theo hat bong Lé nhung, xa xa,
chi thay ngan lau san sat trang ngan...



(eringditheolncon B
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IV

ruc cé dihoc, laila ban hoc cua

Lé, con gdi cu Cu Tran Hiéu
Van. Truc hoc doc, hoc viét, hoc tinh
toan va c6 thé lam ndi don tl van khé,
xem noi nhiing yét thi dan & cong dinh
lang. D4i v6i ngudi dan qué, hoc thic ay
da chac chan lam, du dé song luong thién
va phong nhiing thoi xdu do su ngu dot
ma ra. Von con nha ngheo, Truc quen
lam lung ttf nhoé nén sém biét yéu cach
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sinh hoat tu do, mdt diéu kién thiét yéu
cta sy doc lap vé tinh than. Gia san 6ng
b6 Truc délai cho la mdt nép nha go, mét
mau vuon véi dim manh rudng. Nha &
gitia rting, phia sau c6 dai d6i Xuan huy
bao boc nhu tay ngai; bén htiu c6 khu
riing cam lang Mon ngan cach v6i dudng
cai; bén ta c6 canh rudng lang Dong bat
ngat; triudc mdt 1a mot canh doi ling ké
ti€p nhau nhu séng bé chay xa xa dén tan
chéan nui La, sling sting trén goc troi tay.

Vé dep hung trang cta thién nhién
lam cho linh hén chang tudi tré hang
dugc vui tuoi. Cong viéc ndng né la mot
cach luyén than thé rat tot. Khong khi
trong lanh gi cho tinh cdm dugc thuan
luong.Truc 16n dan va tré nén mot ngudi
con trai suc luc, diém dam, cé dt nét hay.

Nét hay nhat ctia Truc la yéu mén sy
cong binh.
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Trong viéc giao thiép hdng ngay,
trong cach cu xu va trong su phdn dodn
ké khac, Truc lic nao cling té ra ngudi
say mé su cong binh dén cuc diém. Néu
Truc thay ai di lam thué ma biéng nhac
thi chang gian dén dé mét. Nghe ai khoe
da lam mot viéc gian tra chang ttic khac
ché bai. Truc cti xét doan theo 1& phai,
madc nhting l6i nguyén rta thi han. Con
su de doa, Truc khong nghe thay bao gio.
Truc von c6 hai ban tay sat va mot cach
nhin tan mat thu nhan.

Truc song cudc doi gian di tu nhién
nhu thé€ cho dén modt ngay kia, ngay
mong ba thang giéng nam 4y, di xem hoi
Y la, Truc dugc biét su thdn thic cta
tinh yéu. Bay gio, dang cing may nguoi
ban dung xem cdc c6 gai Mdn tung « con
», Truc bong thdy Lé di qua, diu dang
nhu mét ba Cong chua. May cau trai
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tan thich canh nhau, thi tham: « Lé xinh
qua, ai muon chi€ém phan day? Binh nhé?
Giap nhé? » Truc, xua nay it noi dua, lac
ay, tién lén: « Toi ». Moi tiéng cudi vang
khién Lé then, cui dau. Thé roi, tu day,
Truc yéu Lé, yéu bang ca mot tdm long
nguyén ven. Truc dang sap stia noi véi
me dem trau cau sang cham ngod nha Lé,
thi tin giac vé pha tinh bong nhu dam
may den che pht mat troi.

Ngéi trén lung con trau phong nudc
dai, Truc qua quyét hen véilong: “Khong.
Khong khi nao nhu thé dugc. Khong khi
nao ta chiu d€ cho Lé, cho nhiing nguoi
dong chuing cua ta phai khé cuc mai véi
1a tham tan”.
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(Changditheolnicch X

Tin gidc vé pha tinh lam cho moi
nguodi lo sg. Trong xa Linh son, cling
nhu 6 moi vung lan can, dan lang cuéng
quit rang gao, géi banh, thu nhat 4o xong
dé chay loan. Ké nao goi la ¢6 mau mat
lai cang lung tang véi nhiing ctia nha, dé
lon, ay 1a chua ndi phai lo tai tiéng 16 ra
ngoai, lo nhiing su khdo ddnh da man ma
quin Co den van danh riéng cho nguoi
c6 cua. Dan ba, tré nit, ngudi goi con, ké
khdc me, tan tdc nhu ga thay qua. Gan
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goc hon, bon dan dng con trai tuy sg hai
ma van giti dugc vé diém tinh bén ngoai.
Ho tu nhau & cong dinh lang, ban cach
tron tranh. Cling c6 ngudi tinh muu cy
gidc, nhung do 1a phan it. V4, nhiing 16i
tdo bao ndi ra may ké da dam qua quyét
nghe theo.

Gitia luc ay, Truc phong trau vé xdm.
Thoat thay chang, hét thdy déu miing.
Mot vé tin cdy thay cho nhiing nét lo
budn. Nhiéu tié€ng reo:

— Truc! anh Truc da co6 y hay gi chua?

Chang tudi tré gio hai tay dap: “C¢&”
bam dong voi xum lai. Ho tin Tryc lam,
tin & suc khoe, tin & can dam, tin & long
khdng khdi, tri thong minh, sy liéu dinh
cong viéc rat nhanh chdéng va hgp ly cta
chang.
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Truc bat dau noi, thoat con deé dat
nhu cam stic manh. Dan dan Truc hang
hdi, cti chi manh bao, giong hung hon;
tuy nhiing cau chang dung van hét stic
gian di:

— Anh em boi roi vi chua biét d€ vg
con, giau tién ctia chd nao cho tién. Cli y
toi, viéc do chua can. Viéc can trude nhat
1a viéc dudi gidc. budi dugc gidc, vg con,
gia san cua ta tu khac yén. Gidc cling la
nguoi, mot bon nguoi khon quan, bao
ngugc. Nay gidc dén, 1€ nao chung ta
nhut nhat, 1an tranh, cam chiu dé nén,
chiu tc hiép nhu mét la kién, dan sau?
bat nudc nay 1a cta ta, khong ké nao cé
quyén dugc giay 1én mdt cach hon xugc.
Gia san, quyén thu(c ta; ké nao dam xam
pham dén, ta quyét danh cho tan tanh!...

Truc ngling ndi, dua cap mat sang
quac nhin. Hét thdy déu ling yén, cam
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doéng va kinh cén, Tryc bong ho to:

— Nao nhiing ai muon cung t6i cu
gidc? Nhiing ai khong nhat sg, nhiing
ai ddm hy sinh, nhiing ai muén cho noi
giong Viét Nam khong phai la giong uon
hen?

Mot tiéng sam vang dap lai nhoi
chang hoi:

— Toi!... chung téi!... Anh Truc noi
phai! C6 Den con; ta chét. Gidc chét, ta
con.

Ong cu Xuan, mot vién pho lanh
binh huu tri quat bdo moi ngudi:

— Duogc lam! Khé lam! Cac anh biét
to minh la nhiing ngudi con trai, lao rat
khen ngoi. Céi chét c6 y nghia chang qui
gap muoi cai song cta loai sau bo hay
sao? Co diéu cac anh nén nhd 1a hi sinh
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chua du, can biét hi sinh cho phai dudng.
Va lai, viéc chién tran la viéc trong, phi
mot nguoi thu linh gidéi khong xong.
Ngudi ay, cac anh dinh chon ai?

Tram miéng cung reo:

— Cu anh Truc.

Vuét chom rau bac, 6ng cu Xuan
tuoi cuoi:

— Cdc anh khong lam. Phai, chi anh
Truc mdéi xting dang viéc nang né dy. Vay
anh Truc, anh sé doi pho véi gidc nhu
thé nao?

Truc hoi do mat, thong tha dap:

— Thé giac hién nay dang hiang. Néu
minh duong hoang déi dich e thua to. Y
toi la mudn hop tat ca dinh trang tong
nay, gdy thanh mot bon dan quan cam
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td, roi loi dung hinh thé ctia nui rung
hiém tréd don dudng giac ma danh, luc
kéo ra nhu bao tap, lac lui vé nhu may
tan, khong dé cho gidc kip dé phong. Su
nghi ngd hodng hot sé 1a moét 1€ that bai
cta Co Den.

Cu Xuan gat dau:

— Tuyét diéu! Lam tuéng nhu anh
chac khong phu long tin cdy cua bon ta.
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VI

4t troi gan khuat sau dinh nai
La.

Truc, y 16i Lé hen, nhanh nhau tién
lén g6 Cham. Chang lai cti theo con
dudng mach gié qua rting Kho do. Trong
ring, bong t6i da tran lan tuy, d6 day,
nang chiéu, xuyén ké 14 thua, van nhay
nhot trén mat 14 dau canh.

Truc di nhanh vi trdi tim chang dap
rat nhanh. Truc van la ngudi nang tinh
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v6i dat nudc qué huong. Moi tinh ay,
chiéu nay, cang giat dao nhu séng bién.
Truc cho viéc minh lam la phai. Chang
tin rang Lé ciing nghi nhu minh. Sy
tin chac 4y la stic manh cua Tryc. Van
hay tuong lai c6 thé chi danh cho Truc
nhiing sy hiém nghéo dang sg. Nhung,
theo y chang, hi sinh cu¢c d6i minh cho
mot viéc xting dang tic la cho né mot 'y
nghia cao xa.

...Mot tiéng ga rling gdy vang trong
bui rdm. Truc thoi nghi. Chang ngang
dau, nhin xa. V& tu ly bong thoang hién
trén guong mdt qua quyét thong minh:
Lé ngoi trén than cay do, gitia dinh go
cao, tro tra nhu T6 thi mong chong.

Truc ty nhién thay boi hoi. Quanh
minh, chim hot, sudi chay, la rung, nhiing
tiéng dong cuodi ngay ay gieo vao tam hon
Tryc nhitng mo6i buén man mac...
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Ngayluc ay, Lé cing nhan thay chang.
Lé dting lén lai ngdi xudng, c6 dang ban
khoan.

Hai nguoi giap mat nhau, bon mat
cung nhin ma chang ai 1én tiéng. Truc
ngodi xudng canh Lé. Nang quén e 1¢, nga
dau vao vai Tryc. Ca hai nhu cing dam
say vi cudc gap g6 dau tién va té tai vi noi
biét li sap dén. Phai, tuong lai khong con
chac bang niia. Su sum vay 4n ai, blia qua,
hai ngudi van tin 1a gan thuc hién thi,
chiéu nay, da chi con la mot gidc mdng
hao huyén. Than 6i, ai cé ngé dau ndng
noi ay!

Chung quanh Tryc va Lé¢, hoa riling
bdc Ién nhiing mui huong tham thia. ..

— Lé, em khong c6 diéu gi ndi véi toi
hay sao?
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Lé cui dau, ngap ngting khé hoi:

— Anh Truc, anh nhat quyét danh
nhau véi gidc a? Anh nghi ky r6i chu?
Anh khong sg...

Lé nin bat. Trong giay phut, nang yéu
long trudc canh chia phoi. Ra di co khac
gi chét. Truc ra di, lai di dé tim nhiing tai
nan tay troil...

Lé im ldng thi Tryc cling im ldng. Ca
hai cing muén nhudng su quyét dinh
cho nhau ma ciing s¢ 161 quyét dinh cu6i
cung...

Hoa rting chung quanh van dua
huong ngao ngat. Bong t6i van ém diu
nhu nhung. Trén canh cay, tiéng ve sanh
sanh van ca khuc ai an. Tdn cung day
khong gian trong vat, tinh ti van nhu
mudn van ngon nén cung soi mdt canh
da hoi than tién...
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Mot héi tu va bdng tii xa vang lai.
Hai ngudi rung minh... Lé nhin Truc,
hai mat uét dam:

— Khong, anh a. Anh tha thu cho em
vi da yéu hen... Anh nén di, qua quyét,
héng hai ra di, c6 ma lam cho xong viéc
16n...

Truc cdm dong:

— Lé ngoan lam! Anh van tin rang
em cung mot y nghi nhu anh.

- Vang, em ciing nghi nhu anh, em
cling nghi rang bon phan ké l[am dén la
khong dugc nhat sg, phai liéu chét dé git
gin dat nudc qué huong anh a.

...Tiéng chan ai tii phia sau go di
dén. Lé va Truc vdi r6i nhau. Nang ddn
Truc:
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— Thoi, anh di nhé. Anh di va nhé
rang khong bao gi¢ Lé quén anh.

Su gan gii cua hai ngudi dén day tam
dut. Sau nay, chang biét ¢ bao gid Lé va
Truyc lai thay nhau hay nhiing diéu udc
nguyén tram ndm rut lai chi 1a nhiing
udc nguyén hao huyén!
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VII

@61 hoém ay, xa Trung Mon, cach
tinh li Tuyén Quang nam cay
s0, da lot vao tay gidc. Trii nhiing ké chac
yén than vi ngheo khd, nhan dén da chay
tron xa roi. Nha ctia trong khong, lon ga
vang bong, gidc chang con vo vét dugc ti
gi. Tuy vay, chung van tin chac thé nao
cling co tién bac chon dau ddy, nén cod
xuc xao kiém tim. Mat cong khong, gidc
dot pha tan tanh cho ha gidn. Mai sau,
khi tré vé lang, nhiing dan xiéu tan, nhin
dén noi an chon nam luc trudc, chi thay



40 9| Zian Rbat

con tro nhiing dong tro than. Thanh thu,
da trai qua bao noi cuc khé luu li, nguoi
ta con phai giuong mat nhin nhiing canh
tan pha dau long.

Pém, luc ay, da khuya r6i. Trong 16p
nha san go 16n, trén hai tdim van canh
phti chiéu hoa, A Dic, Woong Tsi nim
doi dién nhau bén canh khay den.

Sau chuc quan C6 Den ngdy vang
nhu sam.

Woong Tsi bong quac mat nhin A
Duc, cdu nhau:

— Tiu na ma! Ming cho vé tén noi,
chung no6 da ti tron ca!

A Duc giat minh:

— DPugc, tuéng quan cd yén long.

Bon c6c vang trudce sau thi roéi cling mac
tay ta.
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- Logc, logc!... Cdi gi ni ciing logc,
ma roi, chang logc gi hét!

Co nén su lo sg hién trén khuén mat
xuong xuong hiém doc, A Duc diu dang:

— Tudng quan hay chd lat nita tham
thti ctia t6i vé xem thé nao.

Woong Tsi cau long may, dat dién tau
1én chyp dén kéo mot hoi thang thét...
May gian nha rong im ldng nhu to.

Bén ngoai, khic hén, tiéng gié ao
a0, éch nhai Oop oap, van vat diém nhién
vO tinh v6i nhiing muu tinh va sy thu
oan cam hon ctia nhén loai. May den, tu
ngon ring xa kéo dén, moi luc mot day
mot thap. Rling cay chung quanh bién
vao trong c6i khong khong mu mit.

Béng, A Dtic, Woong Tsi cling ngoc
dau, lang nghe. Canh cong ket md, tiéng
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quén ho khiu hiéu, r6i tiéng chan nguoi
lén thang...

Mot vé dac chi hién trén guong mat
lo au, A Duc viia ngdi nhom day thi tén
thdm tu cling viia khum ndm buéc vao.

A Duc hit ham:

— Thé nao?

— Bam, dugc tin...
- U, c6 thé chu!

—...Cac quan vé danh tinh, dan Linh
son, ciing nhu dan Trung Moén, Hoang
Phap da cung nhau lan tranh xa rdi...

A Duc git:
— Tranh xa r6i la & dau?

Ra ddng khiép sg, tén tham tu ap
ung:
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— Bdm... ching con chua biét dich.

— Thé€ con... a thoéi... may cé biét
thém diéu gi nita khong?

— B4m, mot toan dan quén, do tén
Truc thong suét, dang stia soan danh
nhau vdi ta.

A Duc ngac nhién:

— Ai cha! Chung n6 to gan nhi! Tén
Truc nao?

Co giau mot nu cudi mai mia, tham
tl noi:

— B4m, tén Truc con lao chanh ba
Linh Son, chong chua cudi cua Lé.

Hon bi dién giat, A Duc giutong mat

nhin tham td, ndi nhu ngudi chiém bao:

— Con lao chanh ba... chong chua
cudi cua...
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Woong Tsi cing nhém day, hoi:

— Dé4n quan todng 6 tau, pao nhiéu
nguoi?

— Bam quan l6n, chung n6 bi mét
lam!

A Dtc héi chen:

— Lam gi la chudt &y ma tuéng quan
phai ban long!

Woong Tsi dap tay xudng chiéu, gat:

— Lt chudt a? Ni “tai va” qua!

A Duc ctii dau nin thinh. Woong
Tsi ham ham ttc gian. Khong khi trong
may gian nha ldng 1é€ ndng nhiing kinh
hoang...

Bén ngoai, gié van théi manh, 1a cay
van rao rat, éch nhdi van x6n xao...
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VIII

Ung cam lang Mon, nhiing lac

dém trudng canh vang, thuong
khién cho dén sy quanh vung phai hoi
hop ban khoan vi nhiing ti€éng chim «
bang » hu hon, beo hum dong duc, t6i
nay, bong dung vang ngat. Ca mot coi
hoang vu bi mat nin hoi im tiéng, ngdm
ngam du bi mot su gi phi thuong.

Mai vao khoang cuoi canh ba, trong
tham riing den t6i md&i thodng nghe
chim tif quy rdo rdc buon. Roi, moét ti€ng
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ri ram ti mat dit ndi 1én nhu oan hon
xudt hién... Canh kho 14 héo gay ring
rac, kéu sot sat. Giun dé nin thinh.

— Anh em san sang ca ddy chu?...

Dot ngot gitia noi hoang vang, tiéng
ngudi nhu vang lai ti cdi chét.

Mot cau dap chay ri ram khap cac
bui cay:

— San sang ca.

— Dugclam! Téi nhac lai métlan nia
dé anh em nghe nhé.

Im ldng...

— MOoi nguoi phai c6 mot vudng vai
trang bit dau lam hiéu.

— Cé roi.
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— Ngoai dao va sung hoa mai, ngudsi
nao cling phai san mot bé cé kho va do
dan hoa...

— Co roi.

— Ong cu Xuan, tinh nguyén vao trai
gidc vo lam tham tt cho nd, chac dang
chd bon ta vi, lac nay, gidc an huat no say
han da ngt yén. Ta mau mau khdi su.

— Xin vang lénh.

— Anh em nén nhé rang tran danh
dém nay quan hé lam. Pugc, ta sé lam
cho C& Den khiép via. Thua, hy vong
clia ta sé khong con. O doi, 1dm khi ta
nén nhat s¢g ma ciing lam khi ta khong
cd quyén dugc nhat s¢. Luc nay ma nhat
s¢ tic 1a ddm dau vao cdi chét ma chang
ich lgi gi cho ai. Anh em phai hang hai,
phai manh bao, phai nhé rang sau lung
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ta, nhiing ngudi than yéu cua ta dang
nin hoi cho cdi hi vong thoat khdi tay la
tham tan.

Tiéng ngudi im. Tiéng tu quy lai bat
dau kéu rdo rac. Trén mdt dat pha 14 cay
kho, chan ngudi bat dau chuyén dong roi
moi lic mét xa...

Chtling ntia gi¢ sau, nhiing bong den
da vay kin quanh go, noi giac dong.

Mot hiéu l1énh khé:
— B0 rap xuong.

Quéc! Quéc!... Chim tl quy lai kéu.
Trén dinh go, sau lay tre, mdt con khac
cling kéu...

— Anh em tién mau! Quéan canh cua
gidc bi roi!
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Béng den tuc thoi moc 1én tua tua,
chay rat nhanh lén go va bién vao trong
cong l6n!

Trén nha, gidc van ngt yén. Tiéng
ngay, tiéng nghién rang, tiéng noéi meé
pha trong hoi thé nong nan...

Woong Tsi vut ngdéc dau, lang nghe.
Han danh hoi lu6n méy cai doan khé lay
A Duc:

- Day mau!

- Cdi gi?

— Ni ngtii xem.

~ O, khéi dau khét 1dm!

— Chung ming pi hun roi!

Budc voi xuong mat san, Woong Tsi
rén rén lai gin ctia s6. Han Ui trd lai, ghé
tai bdo A Duc:
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— Chung nd vay!
— Ai?

— Dan quén “la ve” Toong lam!
Chung n6 tang chat 16 tot da!

Choéng ngudi, A Dtc hoi:
— Ta danh thtc quan si day dé...
Woong Tsi 14y tay bit miéng A Duc:

— Khoong logc! Ming toong tay thi
chit ngay.

— Lam thé€ nao bay gid?

— P6 mdc quan. Chiang ming thdo
ngay mdi thoat chit...

Dudi nha, Itia bat dau boc chay. ..

Woong Tsi voi xé hai manh chan don
trang, dua cho A Duc mot va bao han
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mau bit 1én dau. Roi, nhe nhang nhu doéi
man, hai tuéng gidc trut xuéng chudng
trau, tim cho it anh sang chay lan ra
ngoai.

Ltia van boc nhanh. Ca ndm gian
nha gb dan khuit trong dam khoi tan do
ruc. Quan C& den suc tinh, choang day.
Tiéng guom sung, tiéng chan giam mat
san toan loan, tiéng gao thét am am.

Quanh vuon, dan quan cling bat dau
reo nhu saim chuyén. Quan giac, mat chu
tudng, cang boi roi hai hung. Mot, hai,
ba, bay tdm dua liéu chét nhay xudng
san...

...Hda mai thi nhau né. Dan quan,
ndp trong bong t6i, ngam ra llia sang,
ban chang sai phat nao.
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Tran danh tan khoc va rat nhanh.
Chi giay 14t, tiéng giao phong ng6t han.
Nam gian nha sdp xudng. Dong suo6i tan
cuon cudn do lén khong moi lac mot
diu dan. Canh vat chung quanh vtia hién
duéi anh ltua hong sac mau lai bat dau
chim mat trong dém...
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IX

@inh suong. Goc trdi dong via
rang anh vang, ti bui tre ram
khuat néo gitia riing Kho do, mot lan
khdéi da boc 1én nghi ngut, manh nhu
cudn to xanh...

Hoa mi, khudu, yéng bat dau roi to,
bay, hot tung buing, lam cho nhiing giot
suong dong trén canh roi rung. Tuy vay,
bén bé van im ldng, cai im ling khong
bd bén, khong thay doi, tan khéc, niang

né ctua chén ngan nam ¢4 16, hoang vu.
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Bong, tiéng ai hat trong bui tre gia...

Lan khoi xanh, dau hiéu ctia ngudi,
da khién canh vat noi nay b6 ngd; tiéng
hat kia, 1é loi gitia thé gidi chim mudng
hoa co, cang g6 la khac thudng.

Tiéng hat nhdt thua, tram bong.
Riing cay b ngd dang lang nghe thi mot
thiéu ni gi€ bui ram, biu lay doan thang
day tut xudng dat.

Kia Lé! Phai, chinh nang, c6 diéu cap
mat hoi thim quang, mai téc x0 lénh, nu
cudi phai tham va nudc da da nhat mau
tuoi. Ngot ba hom, tu khi cing Truc chia
tay trén go Cham, Lé da chiu bao ndi lo
s0, dau thuong. Giong hat ctia Lé cling
vay, van diu dang trong tréo nhung bu6n
ba khéc xua nhiéu!

Lé, xuong khoi thang day, xach doi
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“bang” tre lan ra bd suoi. Nang di ém
dém, cham chap, nhu dém tling y nghi
ndo nung. Téi noi, Lé ué oai dua “bang”
vao gdc mot cay khé rling, ngoi 1én tang
da xanh réu. Khi lyc tré trung hoat bat
trong nguoi Lé dau mat ca, vi nhu lam
md budi sém tan tac dudi triéu duong.
Lé chan nan, nga long nhung van ¢6 viu
lay cudc doi, cudc doi con co6 Truc, tuy
n6 chang hen véi Lé mot diéu gi khéc
hon 1a tram nghin noi kinh hoang.

Anh sang trong riing to ro. Mit troi
han da 1én cao. Trén giong sudi biéc,
loang loang anh vang.

Moi trén gi6 thoang dua, quanh cho
Lé ngoi, tling cap ga 16i trang nhu tuyét
lai bay rao rat, chim choc lai hot vang, ve
kéu anh 0i, cd mdt cudc sinh hoat ruc r6
lai cat dat sy hiu quanh gitia riing. Nhiing
khi, ngoai cdnh vat, bai ca vui rén rip
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tung biing nhu thé thi trong tam hon Lé,
tan bi kich cang ndo nung. Lan thti nhat
Lé cam thay su cach biét gitta ngudi va
canh; lan thd nhét Lé nhan r6 su vo tinh
lanh dam cua thién nhién. Con tro mot
minh véi bao diéu lo sg, Lé yéu dudi biét
chiing nao! Lé hai hung trudc cai tuong
lai bap bénh v6 dinh. Chut hi vong con
sot trong long nang mat dan di ma hinh
anh Truc cling mo6i lac mot xa ma.

Dém qua, thau canh Lé chang ngu.
Nhiing tiéng sung xa vong vao tim Lé
mot cach dau dén. Cip mat nang rao
hoanh, giuong to, nhin cham chap cai
canh tugng cudc chém giét hung tan,
trong dé, tuyét mu khong thay Truc...
Lé dan roc nam khdng yén cho. Lé khan
trdi cho mau sang. Sang lau roi. CS sao
chua thay Truc vé, nhu 16i chang da hen?
U, ¢6 sao Truc chua vé?...



60 Y] Zanhas

Lé nong long sot rudt muc voi hai
bang nudc roi 1at dat vé choi. Lé dinh
bung sé liéu sang tan Trung Mon, chd
hai quan xung sat dém qua dé xem cho
16 tinh hinh.

Lé mai miét di nhanh, trai tim dap
thinh thich. Ciing nhu Truc, 1an thu nhat,
trong doi nang, Lé yéu, yéu say dam, yéu
ndo nung. Ma ciing la lan dau tién, Lé
trai noi chua cay ctia long ngudi chinh
phu.



Ching@thoanie | 61



62 9| Zapihds

ng nghi thé nao? Gid ma vé thi
han phai chét!

Pang buén rau nhin con séc nhdy
trén canh coi, Woong Tsi nghe A Duc
hdi, thé dai, dap:

— Con mat mai nao ma vé!

— Tru phi lap dugc cong gi to du
chudc toi...

Woong Tsi cudi nhat:
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— Cong to a?... Chi con tam tau
xuong sudi la xoong!

A Dtic xuyt bat cudi vi cau phén chi
ctia ban. Han mim moéi, 1t 1t cdp mat
long thau, nghi nggi...:

— Bon dén quan chac chilan lut viing
nay. Ta c0 do xem, may co dip tra thu
cing neén.

Woong Tsi rut ¢6 noi:
— Phay! Ni muon pao thu? Pao thu
ma c6 hai dua thi lam gi haz. ..

— Nguoi ta khée 6 muu tri, can gi
nhiéu it. DAn quan nhu minh con ran,
thang Truc la cai dau. Ran giagp dau thi
ran chét. Truc cé mot, ta nhiing hai, thtia
du.

Woong Tsi nin ldng.
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A Ditc cau 16ng may; hai mét séng
quic. Mot vé thu han ghé gém hién r6
trén khuon mat hiém sau. Tén cua Truc
da do su lién tuéng nhac han nhé dén Lé,
dén thai d¢ lanh nhat va nhiing ciu hat
hui ctia nang khi trudc. Han cudi nhat,
nghi tham:

— Thé nao tao ciing lam cho ching
bay khd§ s&, nhin chang dugc nhau, tao
md&i nghe!

Woong Tsi bong gat gl noi:

— Ni pan phai. Nhung cdi nay piét n6
6 tdu ma tim?
— D€ nhén nha xem. Bay gi¢ néu c6

com ma an thi hay qua!

Pap lai cau udc mudn ctia A Dic,
mot tiéng hat xa xdm thodng lai, nhu cé

nhu khong...
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Hai tuéng gidc nhin nhau.

Lan gi6 rung cay. Tiéng hat nhu soi
to manh, diit doan. Woong Tsi hoi:

— Nguoi hay ma?
— Ngudi... hdn ngudi.

Vé midt dit nhu cop cia Woong Tsi
loe sang mot nu cuoi:

— Hau 16! C6 com an tot!

A Duc van ling nghe, hinh nhu da
c6 moét dinh kién.

Gid qua. Ruing cay thoi dong. Tiéng
hat lai am tham, dudt ndi, chat qua bao
16p 14 day...

A Ditc ving diing day, bao Woong
Tsi:

— Theo toi.
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Chép mat, hai bong ngudi lan vao
bui ram. Cénh rung tham u tich mich lai
diém nhién trong anh xanh mé...
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XI

:! é vé dén bui tre thi anh nang da
gay gat.

Nang viu thang day, lén choi. Ca tam
hon Lé con cao rao ruc. Cudc doi nang
béy lau khong lo nghi, vui vé, tii nay bién
thanh mot chudi phong ba.

Lé thdy me van con ngt, khé dat hai
“bang” nudc vao mdt naoi, doan rén rén
lai gan sO tran. Lé tho dai, ngdi xudng
giat. TU hom & nha, ba cu Cu da mac
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bénh. Nay, dang budi loan li, suong nang
khong kiéng ky dugc, nén bénh cang
tram trong. Me 6m, ngudi yéu gian minh
trong noi dan lta, than gai cho vo ¢6 doc,
Lé nhin truéc nhin sau khong moét sy tua
nuong. Con chang la mai sau? con chédng
1a hy vong? Trdi ¢i, néu Lé san long tin
ngudng, long tin ngudng van cé thé hia
nhiéu cdu ém ai cho nhiing ké rat nga
long! Nhung khong, con m¢t nha nho,
do6i véi quy than chi “kinh nhi vién chi”
Lé dling trude sy ngd s¢ chang khac con
thuyén gay lai gap con dong.

Quanh sy tich mich cua L¢, rling cay,
riing cay tii sém, van la mdt bai ca trang
1é.

Lé budn rau, ngang trong trdi biéc.
Su gan gui hdm nao véi Truc séng lai
trong tri nhé nang, hai giot nuéc mat
gian xuong cdp ma xanh xao.
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Mot vat gi dong khé canh nang. Lé
ngoanh lai, thay con vugn nhé ctia Truc
cho nang khi trudc, nang rat yéu qui vi
né thong minh nhu ngudi. Chiing ciing
biét Lé budn, con vuon nhin Lé, kéu
niing niu. Cadp mat né vang vang trong
sudt, luc 4y, au yém diu dang. Lé cam
dong, vay no lai gan, vudt ve bd long
mém mai. Tuy né chi la con vat, sy luu
luyén ctia né ciing cho Lé d& dugc ndi
tich liéu. Roi, vdn vo nhé lai nhiing 16i
nang can dan Truc luc chia tay, Lé nghi
tham: “Pa ndi, ta phai git 16i. Suot dém
qua, Truc lan minh vao cudc chém giét,
nay chua vé, chang hin da gip su khong
may. Néu vay, ta cang nén viing chi, va
nén kip sang bén ay xem sao”.

Lé diing phat d4y. Ba cu Cti gidt minh
thuc giac:

— Lé dau, con?
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Tiéng goi nhac Lé nhé lai rang ngoai
bdén phan lam vg, nang con c6 bon phéan
lam con niia.

— Lé dau?

— Da con day. Me nghe trong minh
thé nao?

— Cho me hép nuédc. Trong minh me
ay a?... Kho chiu lam!

Lé kéo vat 4o lau nudc mat. Nang
quay di rot mét bat nudc 14 dim nong
bung lai chd me nam. Udng xong mdt
hép dai, ba Cti Tran viia thé via hoi:

— Truc né da lai day chua?
Lé dau dén:

— Thua me chua.
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— N6 lam an ra sao ma bay gi6 chua
c tin lai?... Hay la... con thd di nghe
ngong xem...

— Thua me, con da nghi thé nhung. ..
Ba Ct nhin Lé¢, doan rd y nang:

— Pugc, con cu di, khong ngai. Con
di xem roi chong chong ma vé.

Lé vang 16i me, that dao xuong thang.
Tuy vay, Lé van chiang danh long. Sau,
muoén dep noi phan vén, Lé viia di via
cat tiéng ngam to bai tho ma cu Ct 6ng
da day nang hoc thu¢c. Bai tho vinh ba
Phan thi Thuan tu ti€t theo chong. Bai
tho ay nhiéu phen khién trai tim Lé phai
xuc dong. Nang thuong cam va kinh
phuc ngudi dan ba ho Phan lam. Cai chét
clia ngudi ay thé thdm nhung hung trang
biét bao. Roi, Lé phin van nhé dén Truc,



Ching @t | 73

nhé dén cau nang dan Truc luc chia tay.
Phai, Lé sé chang bao gi6 phu Truc. Néu
Tryc khong may bo minh trong cudc
tranh dau v6i CS den thi nang mét 1a &
vay sudt doi hai la sé chét theo chang.

— Ta cling c6 gan lam nhu ba Phan
thi Thuan chu thua gi!

Nghi vay, Lé thay phan khéi. Nang
budc nhanh, san sang chd dgi bat cii mot
su khong may nao sé xay ra. Lé cat tiéng
ngam tho, tiéng lanh lanh va dam am
nhu tiéng chudng vang...
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XII

Duc, Woong Tsi, lach qua

nhting tran cay ram, tién nhanh
v€ cho phét nguyén cta tiéng hat bi mét.
Thinh thodng, hai ngudi lai diing budc
lang nghe. Nhung, tiéng hat xa im bang
tu lau ro6i. Dudi anh nang tan tanh trén
mat 14 va trong tiéng gio chay ri rao qua
ngon cdy rung, canh riing van mo mang,
yén lang. Woong Tsi buc tiic nhin quanh.
Trén canh sung muc, con chim gé kién
diém nhién thong tha bd roi xudng cai



76 | Zan s

tich mich v6 cuing nhiing ti€ng chan chat
rat déu...

Béng, A Duc kéo Woong Tsi ngoi
thup xudng, bén mdt cum hoa buém
trang nhu tuyét sa. Vé phia trudc mat hai
nguoi, rd rang cd tiéng chan ai di trén
madt dat, moéi luc mot gan. Rai, trén nén
14 xanh, trong vliing t6i sang 16 md, hién
ra mot thiéu nd yéu kiéu nhung ran roi.

A Diic giuong to cip mét ngac nhién,
cham chap nhin thiéu ni. Han khé thich
canh Woong Tsi, ndi qua mdt hoi thé.

- Leél...
Tén gidac khach khong hiéu.

— Lé, tinh nhan cta Truc, tha linh
dam dan quan.

Woong Tsi muing ré. Su tinh & ay,
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hén thyc chang bao gi¢ ddm mong. Mot
vé sung suéng hién ra trén nét mdt lam
JAm nanh 4c. A Dic, khéng miing. Mau
trong ngudi han nhu dong lai; hoi noéng
bdc 1én dau; nhiing nodi gidn hon lay kh-
i€fm nhéat dan bung bung nhu lta. Véi
han ta, Lé 1a ca mot mé that vong cay
dang vé tinh, la ca nhiing ngay buodn té
nhat suong, nhiing dém thau canh dan
roc. Hon niia, chinh vi Lé ma han da pha
tan gia tai, da nghéo nan kho cuc, da tré
nén mot ké bat luong. Han chét mot tam
long vi Lé, han thu ghét cudc doi ciing vi
Lé!

Bé&i vay, cudc gap g6 khong ngd,
trong cdi hoang vu no, bong nhu d6 dau
1én dong ltia cdm hon ctia Duc. Con dip
trd thit ndo hon niia? A Dic cam thiy
mot rao ruc mot vui suéng da man, mot
say sua kho td, mot y tudng sit nhan
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ghé gém tran ngap lénh ldng trong tam
hon tan bao va khéc hai. Hai thai duong
noéng bong; trai tim nhu con thu bi cam;
A Duc nhay vot tii chd nép ra gitia 16i di,
cach Lé chi vai budc chan.

Lé lanh ngudi. Ké thu dich kia hin
sap hai nang. Gitia hai bén, r6i chép mat
day, s€ c6 mot cudc xung sat tri ménh.
Su thang thot luc dau qua, Lé diém tinh
cho. Nang da quyét long chét. Vi Truc,
néu khong vé, biét dau chang da bé minh
trén trudng danh du? Diéu ay, Lé tin chac
Iim. A Duc dén day, ching la mot chiing
c6 hién nhién. Lé, nhanh nhu cat, nhay
Iii lai, rat dao lung thii thé. A Dic mim
Cuoi:

~ Ai cha! C6 em tédo bao nhi! Nhung
cO Lé a, cd nén nhé rang chung t6i day la
dan ong, lai nhiing hai ngudi.
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— Hai cht mudi dua ta cting khong
sg. Ta chi chét la cung!

Woong Tsi ngat 16i:

— Tryc n6 pi pat roi. Ni c6 min xem
mat n6 khoéong?

Lé choang véng... O! thé ra Tryc
chua chét, Truc sa vao tay bon gidc hung
tan! Roi day, Truc s€ bi day ai, cuc nhuc
biét chling nao! Nhiing chuyén khao da,
hanh ha ctia quan C& den, Lé dugc nghe
r6 lam va con nhé ca. Lé rung minh, thay
nhu chinh minh dang dau kho nhting
noi dau khé ctia Tryc. Su thuong x6t nhu
mii kim khép lay tim nang. Lé thiét tha
dugc thay r6 mdt ngudi yéu, dugc nhin
nhau mot lan cudi cung trude khi phai
chét.

Chting hiéu r6 long nang, Woong Tsi
naoi:
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— Hay gdp nhau ta, r6i co chit ciing
kho6ng mon ma!

Lé ta nuGc mit. Nang chang suy
tinh gi ntta; Cai dao vao vd, nang buon
rau dap:

— Pugc, néu vay to6i theo cac anh!
Co diéu cac anh nén nhd, la néu cac anh
dinh pham vao minh t6i thi khong doi
nao.

A Duc, Woong Tsi cung gat dau.
Thua mot tran dém qua, doan quan tién
phong tan hét, nhung moén hang nay biét
dau ching gidam b6t tdi cho chiing mot
phan? Lé mdc cam, Truc sé ching ddm
tung hoanh nta.

Thé 13 ca ba ngudi cung di thang
vé hudng bac. Con gié thdc ao ao; at ca
tiéng con vugn mat cha kéu ai odn trén
canh.
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Chting muoci phut sau; ngay quang
ring vla xay ra tan kich ay; Truc, mot
tay cAm lim lam thanh guom, cidm cui
budc nhanh, khong ngs vuc gi ca. ..
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XIII

rong don Bac muc, su khing
b6, nhu mot vac ndng, de
xuong than tri cdc tudng td va ba quan.

Luu Vinh Phic dang néi con 16i dinh
vi dugc tin doan tién phong dai bai.

Mit dé nhu ltia, Phuc nghién rang,
trgn mat, nam chat hai ban tay. Ca mot
con bao tap chi dgi dip n6 tung ra.

Van biét thua dugc la sy thuong
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cia nha quan. Nhung, theo y Phuc,
cai toi chénh mang ctia A Dtic, Woong
Tsi hai tuéng that dang chém dau. Van
ménh quan C& den, Phuc gui ca vao tran
danh thanh Tuyén. Su that bai kia khoi
sao gieo vao long si tot mot mdéi ngs sg
khong hay?

Phuc cang gian, dam tay xudéng madt
phén thinh thinh. Ngon den dau lac gitia
long khay hai hung muoén tat. May chiéc
bdéng rang tron mat dé trong cai bat cd
men xanh cing nhay tot cd ra mat chiéu.

Bong, quin canh vao bdo:

— Thua chu tuéng, hai tién phong da

VeE.
Phuc trgn mat, thét:

- Diéu c6 ching n6 vao day!
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Cac dau linh gidc dung hau giap vach
déu tai mat. Ai ndy phan nan thay cho
hai ngu&i ban x4u s6 da vo tinh tu chon
lay giG chét ctia minh.

Luu Vinh Phuc nhin ra ctia, im ldng
chd. Tuy vay, su hai hung cta moi ngudi
moi phut cang tang. Su im lang gitia mot
con dong bao gid cling du bi nhiing canh
tan phd gém ghé.

A Dtic, Woong Tsi ddn Lé rén rén
budc vao, quy mop xudng trudc sap Phuc
ngoi.

Phuc nghién rang:

— Bay da lam 16 viéc cua ta con vac
mat vé day lam gi?

Quay sang phia ta, Phuc, toan goi
dao phu, chgt nhin thay Lé:
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— Con bé nay la ai?
A Dtc trinh:

— Thua chu tuéng, day la tinh nhéan
cua tén Truc.

— Truc nao, c6 phai ngudi diing dau
bon dan quan chang?

— Bam chinh phai.

Phuc diu nét mat, nhin Lé.

A Dtc nhanh miéng:

— Thua chu tuéng, ching t6i thua 1a
vi cd ndi phan, chud khong phai vi nhut
nhat hodc cau tha viéc dé phong. Huéng
hé dan quén t6 chuc rat khéo, thong tod
duong 16i, thém dugc tén Truc hanh
binh rat gioi.

— Tao biét, Truc qua la tudng tai,
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con chung bay chi la phudng v6 dung.
Nhung, c§ sao chung bay da thua con
bat dugc con bé nay?

— Bam cling la mot sy tinh c¢¢. Chung
toi lac trong rling vua tdi vua sg, chua
biét phuong nao la phuong song thi gap
Thi Lé. Biét rang néu bat dugc thi, ta c6
thé ép Truc phai vé hang hay it ra ciing
phéi dep khi gidi lai, chung t6éi ben noi
Itia thi rang Tryc da bi bat va du thi vé
day.

Phuc gat dau:

— Pugc, lan nay ta hay gti bay hai cai
thu cap day.

Hai tuéng hu via, khép nép lay ta.

Bong, moét tiéng kéu hoang hot: Lé
rut dao lung tu td.
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A Ditc nhanh tay cudp dugc dao. Lé
chi bi thuong xoang. Phuc sai giam Lé
vao mdt cho, truyén quén canh giti cn
than,lai cho mdt ngudi dan ba luén luon
& bén minh Lé, phong su bat trac.

Khi Lé bi dan di khoi, Phuc lac dau
than:

— Mot dda con gdi con nhu thé, chang
trach tinh than bon ai quoc bong bot vo
cung.

Phuc ngd minh xuéng chiéu. Tén hau
can tiém luén muoi diéu thudc dang lén.
Phtic cang say, cang té vé nghi nggi. Gian
phong ldng 1€ nhu mot canh chua. Tran
bdo qua, moi ngudi da dam tho nhung
chua ai dam thé manh.

Hoi lau, Phtic ngdi nhém day, truyén
lay but muc. Pan do tling chii, cdn nhac
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ting 16i, Phac viét mot btic thu,doan
xuong lénh triéu Hoang lang, con trai
Hoang Tu Trung, moét thanh nién vo
tuéng ma Phuc rat tin yéu. Phuc ghé tai
noi nho véi Hoang lang nhiéu cau bi mat,
lai ddn di déan lai rat an cén:

— Con di ngay, dem it quan hau dé
tranh su ngd vyc. Con phai rat khéo 1éo
va co6 y tinh. Ta mong dgi ¢ con nhiéu
lam day.

Hoang lang, cti dau vang lénh.

Phtc lai truyén A Duc, Woong Tsi
sam stia theo Phuic sang Yén Binh ngay
chiéu hom ay; don Bac muc giao cho
Hoang Nhi coi giti v6i mot tram quan.

— Ta phai hda tdc sang Yén Binh méi
kip ti€p chiéu chi cua Hoang d¢€ sai ta
giip Nguyeén triéu cung danh Phap lan.
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Hoang Nhi, hé cong tt (tré Hoang lang)
vé, nguoi trinh cong tu phai co tin cho ta
biét ngay.
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XIV

itta gian chinh mot ngoi nha

6g6 16n, Truc, luc ay, ngoi dua

khuyu tay vao canh chiéc ban vuong,

yén ling. Tam hon chang xa vang, duoi

theo nhting lo nghi bon chon. Cac tuéng

bd ha diing hai bén gidp vach cling nin
thinh nhu tugng dat.

Duéi anh lta nén lung lay, mé yéu,
canh gian phong rong thénh thang, vach
tudng tro trui; cang lanh 1€o uy nghiém
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ma vé buon cua chang tudi tré cang am
tham.

Mot tén quan ddy ctia budc vao:

— Linh tudn vta bat gap mot bon
ndm tén Co Pen. Chung ngd y muodn ra
mat chu tuéng.

Truc ngang dau, nghi nggi, roi
truyén:

— Dan chung vao day.
Chang lai nganh bdo ta hiiu:

— Anh em hay lui ra, ai giit viéc nay,
c6t nhat dling x6n xao dé mat trat tu.

Moi ngudi dong thanh:

— Chu tuéng nén than trong. Giac
dén han c6 muu gian.

— Diéu ay khong ngai. To6i nghi roi.



94 | L e

Truc viia ndéi xong, da nghe bén
ngoai co tiéng ngua phi dén rat nhanh
roi dung lai & cOng.

Truc mé phanh cta goi to:

— Ai la chu tuéng xin mai vao day
noi chuyén.

Hoang lang nhin 1én nha, thay bong
Truc in trong khung ctia 16 m&. Bon bé
vang ngat. Ngac nhién, Hoang lang quay
lai bdo quan hau dung dgi roi chang
nhanh nhau tién 1én. Gidp mat, hai ngudi
cung b6 ngd nhin nhau. Truc, sinh truéng
gitta ddm binh dan, chgt thay mot vién
tudng tré, mat tuoi, mat sang, y phuc xa
hoa, khong khoi dem long kinh né. Con
Hoang lang da nghe danh va mén phucvi
thdo da anh hung nay, trong mot khung
canh don gidn trang nghiém, dugc nhin
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gin cai uy phong lam liét, chang sudng
khodi v cung.

Truc cét tiéng ndi trudc:

— Lé trung Truc, tht linh Ai quéc
doan.

Hoang lang nghiéng minh, dap 1é:

— Hoang thiéu Hoa, bd tudng cta
Luu dai sodi. Truc kéo ghé:

— Tudéng quan ngoi.

Chang tiép luon:

- Di dudng xa, tudng quan han doi?
Hoang lang cudi:

— Qua c6 thé!

Truc vO tay. Mot tén quén, nhanh
nhu chép, nhay vao:
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— Anh sap com rugu dem lén day.

Mot phut im lang.

Truc bong hoi:

— Luu dai sodi iy ngai vé day; han vi
viéc cO Lé bi bat?

— Bdm phai.

Truc cuoi:

— Va, nhan viéc &y, Luu dai sodi muon
du tdi ra hang?

Ngac nhién, Hoang lang hoi Truc:

— Vang, nhung sao tac ha biét rd ca
thé?

— Dung y ctia Luu dai sodi da ro rang
lam, cé gi ma khong hiéu! Lé bi bat, toi
chang nhé con ddnh nhau? Mudn cho Lé
thodt chét; toi tru phi hang phuc.
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Hoang lang nhin Truc; chiu la nguoi
minh man:

— Tac ha & xa ma rd dugc ca y dinh
cta dai sodi tdi, diéu ay toi rat khen.

Truc nhan nhan:

— Ngai qua khen. D6 chila bén phin
ké lam tuéng khong dugc sét mot viéc
gi xdy ra & bén dich, du la viéc rat tam
thuong.

Hoang lang t6 y ngd cau Truc noi;
nhung Truc van diém nhién ti€p theo:

— Vi du ngai vé€ day, ngoai viéc khu-
yén hang, t6i cd thé ndi con dinh do xét
tinh hinh quan tdi ra sao nta.

Hoang lang giat nay minh, toat mo
hoi tran. Truc vo khong dé y:
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— Luu dai sodi hdn nghi rang to dao
néu khong tréi n6i hum thiéng, thi ngai
sé dung dén vo luc. Khi 4y, nho sy man
can ctia ngai; Luu dai sodi s€ biét rd tinh
thé dan quan ra sao.

Hoang lang c6 vé nguong ndi chiia:

— Dai sodi toi thuc tinh muén lién két
cung tuc ha dé€ cung diét ké thu chung,
c0O 1é nao con thdéc mach? Va lai, du sao
mdc long, néu dem so sanh...

Truc ngat 10i:

— ...v6i C& den, dan quan bat qua
nhu tring véi da. Tuy vay, con voi to 16n
nhiéu khi phai s¢ con kién vang.

Quan hau bung com rugu lén. Truc
an can so daa, rét rugu moi khach.
Chang lai dan quan phai khoan dai bon
tuy tung cua Hoang lang cho t té.
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Hoang lang rut phong thu cua Luu
Vinh Phac dua cho Truc. Chang tiép
nhdn nhung khong xem. Chang lam nhu
quén hét moi viéc quan tinh trong dai,
lay tu cach chu nha lich thiép dai khach
qui dudng xa.

Hoang lang giang hoi:

— Tac ha biét r6 y dai sodi toi, vay tuc
ha dinh sao?

Tryc thing thang:

— Diéu ay, xin ngai thu cho dé t6i nghi
ky da. V4, mdc dau la thu linh, t6i khong
thé quyét dinh viéc ay theo y riéng minh.

Hoang lang, trudc sy thodi thac cta
Truc, dang phan van khong biét noi sao
thi, ty ngoai xa, tdn d4u trong tham dém
trudng, mot hoi tu va vut dua thoang
lai...
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Truc vung diing day, véi chiéc sting
trau cai trén vach, ghé miéng cling ruc
mot thoi dai. Dudi anh nén mo mang,
Hoang lang nhin Truc ct dong, bang
khuéng nhu thdy mdt nhén vat trong c6
tich.

Chang goi chuyén:

— T6i la moét diéu 1a suot tii dudng
cai vao day, khong c6 mot vong gac, mot
choi canh hay mot doi quan nao ca.

Truc nhéch mép:

— Ay thé ma cho nao ciing cé nguoi

day.
Hoang lang khong tin:

— Chang c6 1€ t6i nham vo ly dén thé!
Trong khi ngoi trén minh ngua lai day,
toi da lang tai nghe, t6i d@ m& mat nhin.
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Co gi dau? Chi nhiing tiéng dé giun kéu
trong dém toi!

— Ngai khong tin, d6 la quyén cta
ngai. Toi thi to6i qua quyét rang quanh
vung day, moi sgi c6 moi goc cay la mot
tén diing si ctia doan Ai quéc Viét Nam.

Hoang lang dat cdc rugu, cudi:

— Tac ha c6 thé cho tdi xem thay tan
noi chang?

— Viéc 4y rat dé. Tudéng quin dung
xong com...

— Bam, xong roi!
— Vay ta cung di.

Hai ngudi dung day ra ngoai. Ngua
da cho san. Truc moi Hoang lang lén
yen.
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Bay gi¢ vao khoang cudi canh hai.
Riing khuya ngt say trong man suong
trang phét. Trén trdi lac dac sao thua.
Con tac ke thong tha, déu dan, bd roi
may tiéng trong ling yén nghe ngdéng
cta dém trudng.

Hai ngudi séng ngua di déu. Bong,
Hoang lang nghe tiéng cu ruc bén tai roi,
ba bé bon bén, tu cac bui ram dua ra;
hang tram tiéng khac x6n xao dap lai.

Truc vo tay.

Canh kho 14 héo rao rat... Bong
ngudi, nhu ma quai, vut hién 1én tua taa.

Hoang lang rgn ngudi. Bao phen
giap mat cai chét, chang, 1an ay, mdi biét
hai huing.

Truc ngoanh lai bao Hoang lang:
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— Day, ngai xem! Bon diing si nay chi
cho mot tiéng ho 1a quang minh chét cho
dat nudc.

Dt 161, Truc noi moét tiéng hiéu, cac
bong den lai bién dau mat hét, rliing cay
lai vang vé, hoang liéu.

Hoanglangldngyénnhin Truc. Trong
giay phut ay, véi chang, Truc khong phai
la ngudi nita, Truc 1a hién than ctia moét
thid tinh yéu nudc huyén bi, Truc 1a méot
vi tinh tuéng nha Troi. ..
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XV

@1‘1 lac vao trai giam, Lé bon
chon nghi dén me. Lé tudng
tugng nhiing noi lo s¢ ctia me; khi ba
chang thdy Lé vé. Lé x6t xa cho me gia
dau yéu bao nhiéu, thi nang lai e Truc
khong thuy chung véi viéc phan su.

Lé boi r6i qua. Nang tya minh vao
vach @ r@t nhu bong cuc tan. Cang khong
muon nghi ngoi, Lé cang thay tram ng-
hin y nghi nung nau don dap dén tam
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hon. Lé choc choc thG dai; coi cai chét,
lac &y, 1a mot sy giai thoat.

Bong, tiéng dong ngoai ctia, budc
vao mot tudng gidc khach to béo, di tgn.
Han cudi cgt, bao Lé:

— A Duc gtii 16i chao co déy.
Lé, rat ty nhién dap:

— Thé€ a? Toi cling gtii 161 cdm an cha
ay.

V& thuong x6t dé ché nhao, tudng
gidc noi:

— C0 chac kho chiu lam, vi chd nay
viia chat hep viia ludm thuém qua. Toi
udc gi c6 mot noi xting dang hon. Nhung
thoi, co a, cd chdng an doi 6 doi gi chd
nay ma lo phién. Truc vé hang, c6 sé dugc
tha ngay. Truc khong hang, 6ng Luu sé
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gitip cd chét mot cach mau chéng. Ong
Luu khong hay gin giti nhiing vat thta!

— Toi da mac lua téi day, long thuc
khong muon lai dugc vé véi Truc. Toi
mong dugc 6ng Luu giét di thi hon.

— Ngudi con tré va dep nhu c6 cling
mong chét a?

— O d6i, 1dm khi chét 1a mot diéu nén
a0 udc.

Thai do cta Lé khién tudng giac
dam cau. Han cho dgi cai lo sudt mudt
ctia nguoi dan ba. Han ¢6 tim trong mat
Lé c6 mot vé khdn quan, c¢d nhéan trong
giong nang néi mot tiéng thon thic. Mat
Lé, trdi lai, van trong sang nhu mot ngay
xuin ém dep, giong nang van binh tinh

lai ngu y kiéu ky.
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Gitia lac ay, mot hoi chiéng rén ri
tiép theo tiéng kéu oai odi ctia dan ba tu
ngoai san dua vao.

Tudng gidc nghién rang:

— C6 nghe khong? Con me ay no
dang bi xéo thit day! Co thu nghi cai
ngay c0 ciing phai dem ra xéo...

Lé nhéch mép cudi:

— C6 gi la. Chiang qua mot luc kho
chiu, thé thoi! A Duc né hai toi thi, mot
ngay kia, no sé bi hai. Thé nao cling dén
lugt nod. Cai chét cua tdi co ctiu thoat nod
dau.

Tén khach tai mat. Hin dinh bon cot
v6i sy kinh hodng ctia ké khac thi, luc
ay, chinh han bi sy kinh khung lam cho
lanh gdy. Han nghi dén Truc, nghi dén
tran danh & Trung Mon.
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Tudng gidc cd bong lon mot vai cau
niia, nhung giong no6i ddi han ma tiéng
han cudi cing chiang dugc chan thanh.
Han vdi dong sdp ctia, chay ra ngoai, van
con vang nghe Lé noi:

— Thé nao réi ciing dén lugt A D,
dén luot cac anh!

Gitia khi, trong don Bac Muc, xay ra
cau truyén ay thi, doc theo con dudng gap
ghénh, ngoat ngoéo gitia hai mang rling
dém, mot toan ky binh cui rap xudng
yén, dang ra roi cho ngua phong...

Chang ngudi nao d€y dén gio mua 6
at quanh minh.

Nhiing cau noéi dit quang choc chdc
lai ving vang cit 1én.

— Tran mua bao tot qua!
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— Tréi hinh nhu mudn giup ta dugc
thanh cong.

— Sdm sét 4t han tiéng ngya phi. Béng
toi day cé thé lay guom rach dugc, kh-
ién bén dich khong nhin r6 ta véi, thinh
thodng, mot tia chdp soi dudng. Chal!
qui hoal...

Mot chép dién kéo nhing, doan ky
binh thap thoang nhu nhiing hinh ma
trong anh lan tinh biéng biéc...

— Kim ngua lai! Dén noi rdi thi phai!
T6i qua, anh em coi chling...

Tiép hiéu lénh ay, trén khong loe
mot tia sang niia. Dan quan nhén thay
doén Bac muc sling siing trén go.

— Xudng yén!

Todn “am binh” tic thoi nhay xudng
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dat, cot ngua vao goc cay. Luc ay la luc
ho phai leo bd 1én don. Nhung, gi6 mua
bong ngdt va, xuyén ké may den, anh
sang lanh lung cta vang trang khuyét ha
tuan lai mo mang soi canh vit.

— O! 4nh trang b4t tién qua!

— Buc that! Gié mua tanh gitia luc
minh can!

- Rui!
Nghe nhiing tiéng than phién ay,
Truc voi ndi dé ai ndy yén long:

— Anh em ché lo. Kia, phia chén tr&i
xa, may con den, chép con nhodng...

— Chu tuéng chac sé c6 con khac dén
hay sao?...

— Toi cam doan nhu thé! Tran mua
viua roi chi 1a moét trdn nho, so véi con
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phong ba cudng n¢ thu hai nay. Tl nho,
toi kinh nghiém nhiéu lan, quyét khong
sai. Nay, chi mét phan ba trong canh
nda, anh em sé dugc thay mot phen do
dat nghiéng troi.

— Vay xin chu tudng cat dit ngay cho
dé chd khai su thi vira.

— Phai, anh em hay theo t6i, nhé ky
nhting 16i ddn trudc va ché lam sai ma
hong viéc.

bam dong tan ra bon phia. Hét thdy
déu nin hoi, khé ron rén tién 1én, tay qué
quang, chan do dim dé tranh nhiing goc
cay, ho dat, tranh nhiing tiéng dong vo ly
c6 thé lot vao tai quan canh.

Ho lan mo nhu thé, vugt qua hao
nudc, vay kin chan go. Canh vat, dudi
trang, van md mang hiu quanh... Ca
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todn “am binh” chd dgi con phong ba
sap tai.

Ho dgi khong lau. Mot luong bao
thoc lai. Cay co6i dién cudng vat va. La
rung toi boi. Roi, sau mot tiéng sét rung
chuyén, nhting tdi den trén khong rach
toac; mua, nhu ca mdt thic nude, dd
xuong tran gian.

Thé la, tu day, sam chép theo lién
sam chdp, khong phut nao ngting.

— Nao, ta tién nhanh!

bam ngudi bi mat bo sat lai chan
do6i. Ho d& rao nua; vut qua san; lach qua

ctia; ludn vao trong cdc trai.

Giac van ngu ky, nam ngén ngang
quanh cdc khay den lut bac.
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Nhiing bong den van lang ling bo lai
quanh giudng, nép trong bong toi.

Thét nhién, mot hiéu lénh tung 1én
nhu sét danh:

— Chém! Lay ching n6 day ma chém
ca di!

Mot con bdo ho reo at han phong v
bén ngoai. C6 Pen choang day. Bon déan
quan, mot tay v 1y dudi sam, mot tay
lia guom sac, loang loang anh dén mo...

Chi trong chép mat, don Bac Muc
thanh mot ngdi ma 16n cta la quy khong
dau!

- Néi lua!
Dinh trai dung dung boc chay...

Truc, x6ng xdo gitia loan quan; mdt
nhudm anh ltia; mat sang long lanh, viia
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truyén hiéu lénh cho si tot, viia luon
miéng goi to:

— Lé!... Lé dau, em?

Mot tiéng reo miuing de lén trén
mudn nghin tiéng sat phat:

- Payréil... Co day réil...

Truc nhin phia hiu, thay binh si
dang xam quanh Lé. Chang sung suéng
dién cudng; chay lai, bé phat Lé 1én tay,
hoi don:

— Toi nghiép qua! Em s¢ lam, phai
khong?

Nang then luéng cudng:

— Khong, em khong sg. Em chi lo
anh ra hang. A, me em.

— Hay thong tha...
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Quay lai, Truc goi quan:

— Thoi, ta vé! Hoang lang, luc nay,
chac dang ngu ky!

S1 tot vui cudi:

S6m mai, chu tudng cho phép anh

em chung t6i dugc xem céi vé ngé ngdn
ctia anh Tau ay nhé.
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XVI

da mi, chao mao, vang anh, go

kién, chinh doan nhac cong
xinh dep cung dua nhau ca ngoi binh
minh ay, da khién Hoang lang tinh giac
say sua. Chang vuon vai, nhdm day, mim
cudi nhu then: ai d6i mot nha quan vang
tudng 1énh di xa, lai mai vui qua chén,
dén ndi thau dém mé mét, chang ro troi

dat la gi!

Hoang lang, mudn dep su an han,
phai vién tdm long thanh thuc yéu tai ctia
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minh doéi v6i Truc. Cam tinh ay da xui
nén su lo dénh ctia Hoang lang, chang,
mot vo tudng, xua nay, chi gioc long tho
bon phan.

Pa tim ra sy an ui, Hoang lang vui
vé, yén long. Chang ngac nhién thdy
quanh minh khong mdt cau néi, mot
béng ngudi. Hoang lang goi thti, chang
ai thua. Chang md ctia ra ngoai. Vang
ngat. Thién nhién, trai lai, ryc r& tung
buling. Trdi, nui, cd, hoa nhu chiéc khung
muoén sic 16ng bai tho YEU va SONG.

Hoang lang ngin ngo nhin canh dep.
Chang thdy mot sy thanh thoi, khoan
khoai tham thia khap linh hon. Ca tudi
xuan bong bot, ca tdim long tuoi tham
nong nan cua Hoang lang rung dong,
nao nuc nhu con chim muoén cat canh
tung minh trudc gio.
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Gitia luc ay, mot tiéng hat xa xa cat
lén gitia cudéc hoa nhac thién nhién.
Tiéng hat rut de, r6i manh bao, sau cung
vugt han 1én cao, tung 1én gitia bau troi
mot Am ba ém 4ai...

Hoang lang ngting hoi thd, lang tai
nghe...

Bong, tu chan go di 1én, Truc tuoci
cudi, nhanh nhau.

Truc luc &y, khong c6 may may gi ctia
mot vi hé tudng oai nghiém niia, chi la
mot ngudi tudi tré hién lanh phac thuc,
trong long dang c6 su vui muling.

Thay Hoang lang, Truc to tiéng hoi:

— Thé nao? Tudéng quan hoi hom
ngon gidc lam thi phai?

Hoang lang hoi then:
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— Cling béi tuc ha dai khach qud hau
nén toi thanh ra nguoi say sual...

— Thé la tuéng quan thuc tinh quy
dé lam! Dém qua, thanh tht t6i ban ron
sudt dém. Néu tuéng quan cé diéu gi
bét nhu y, Truc nay sé an han khong biét
chting nao.

Hoang lang cam dong:

-0 day, canh vat dep nhu mot bai
tho! Nguoi ta khong thé ngd la mét noi
dung v4. N6 phai la noi di dudng cua
mac khach tao nhan.

Noi 16i chang, tiéng ai hat lai tu xa
vang dén... Hoang lang nhan:

— Ai hat & dau, giong nghe hay qua!
Thanh am kéo dai nhu sgi td mém. Lam
tuéng nhu tuc ha thuc sung suéng du
diéu: binh si yéu kinh, don trai lap ngay
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gitia noi son thuy ky ti véi, thinh thodng,
nhting khi viéc quan da moéi mét, tiéng
ai xa lai vo vé nung niu cho hon mong
dugc du duong...

Truc mim cuoi:

— Tudng quan thuc la mot vo trang
thi si!

Hoang lang ndi tiép, baing mot giong
thiét tha:

— Ma ngudi nao cé giong hat quy
nhu thé han phéi la mdt giai nhan!

Thi, qua nhién rat dep, c6 gdi, luc ay,
vuia tha thué6t ra khoi riing cay. Co mém
mai budc nhanh, mém mai nhu mot ro
lan trudc ngon gié xuan rung dong.

Di nhanh, thiéu nii tién thang 1én go.
Moi cti dong 1a mdt nét nén tho ma toan
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than nang thi nhu chung duc hét thay
cac vé dep thuan tay cta thién nhién.

Pau nging, cdp mdi day mim mim;
mot tia sang loe ra trong mat; Hoang
lang nhin... nhin, say dam. Thiéu nd,
van tién thang 1én go.

Mot nu cudi kho gidi, trén mai Truc,
co thé, néu Hoang lang tinh y, khién
chang phdi nghi ngd. Nhung, Hoang
lang, trdi lai, da quén Truc tu lic nao. Ca
vi tru doéi véi Hoang lang, chi con duy
su xuat hién my miéu.

Thiéu nt mdi ldc mdt gan hai vo
tuéng, cdch nhau nam muoi... hai
chuc... bay tam budc nta thoi.

Hoang lang chodng nguoi:
- O kial...
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Truc nhanh nhiu:

— Bdm, day la vi hon thé cua t6i.
Hoang lang, dan do, 4p tung:

— Nhung... nhung...

Truc nhac:

— Phai, Lé, vi hon thé cua toi.

Gio tay dui mat, Hoang lang nhu
nguoi mo ngu:

- Lé?... Co Lé da bi bat rdi...
— Chinh thi!

O hay! thé thi con ai hiéu ra lam sao?
Lé, chinh Hoang lang dugc thay da bi bat
va hién dang giam & don Bac Muc kia
ma. Chang Ié trén doi lai c6 hai ngudi
gi6ng nhau dén thé? Néu khong, Lé han
da dugc 6ng Luu tha bong hay it ra, nang
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cling phai cd phép than tién.

Truc, doan ro6 su boi roi ctia Hoang
lang, tuoi cudi dap:

— Dém qua, troém phép Luu dai sodi,
trdm phép tuéng quan, toi da suat tht ha
1én Bac Muc don Lé nuong vé. Cha! Vat
va qua! Troi viia mua viia bao, dudng thi
xa, t61 nhu muc...

Loe ra trong tri nghi ctia Hoang lang
mot moi ngd chay nhu lta dién. Chang
toat mo hoi tran, givong cap mat vo cung
kinh ngac nhin ngu¢i tuoi tré la lung:

— Tac ha dem quan danh thao cho ¢6
Lé ve day?

— Bam vang.
— Chinh thyc vay?
— Chinh thuc.
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Hoang lang tudng chting c6 thé phat
dién lén dugc. Thi ra, trong luc chang
tin cay, trong luc chang say mé, Truc, loi
dung con mua bdo, da 1én dem quan lén
danh C& DPen! V6i mdt ngudi gan goc,
muu co nhu Truc, ddng dang chang han
da bi mét tran tan tanh.

Tuy vay, Hoang lang con gang hdi:
— Hai quan da c6 giao phong?...

— Hay, ndi cho dung, dan quéan da
1én vao don roi nhén lac bat ngo, danh
thic dich quan day ma chém!

Mot tiéng sét danh gitia trdi khong
khién Hoang lang hoang hot nhu cau
noéi ay. Chang dau long, ti€p theo y Truc:

— Nghia 1a quan Co6 den da tan nat,
don Bac Muc da ra tro!...
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Mot tiéng thd dai phong manh nguc
Hoang lang. Khong thu ghét, khong
khinh bi Truc da dung muu quy quyét,
Hoang lang, bay gid, chi ho6i han, héi han
cO 1€ suot doi. Su that bai dau dén cua Co
den trong t6i hom qua, du Hoang lang
mudn chdi, chang 1a do ty chang ma ra
do u?

Bay gid, theo chang nghi, chi con
mot cach giét Truc d€ trd thu cho dong
ban. Tinh cdm, da dén nudc nay, phai
dep xudng, nhudng cho cho su bao cliu,
rda han.

Nam lay doc kiém, mat quac 1én,
Hoang lang nhu nghe thay tram nghin
tiéng kéu doi mang ctia oan hon.

Chang tudt phiang guom, toan nhay
lai dam Tryc. Mot tiéng phao hiéu n6. Bo
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ha cua Truc, dao méc sang ngdi khong
ro tu dau moc ra nhu hién.

ROi, trong tran d6 thi thung... Riing
cay chuyén dong... Mot doan dén binh
ty rting cam nho ra.

Ho di rat trat tu, mot loat 4o, khan
cham, « hai xdo », dao that ngang lung,
vai vac sung kép. Anh ndng budi mai
nhoém lén dau binh khi hang ngan van tia
Itia lap loe. T6i trude doi, quan si dung
ca lai, sting sting nhu mdt manh thanh
bang da.

Truc, nam tay Hoang lang, diu dang
noi:

— Gio xin phién tudéng quan vé bim
v6i Luu dai sodi cho rang Truc toi, da
dem than hua nudc, chi biét chét ma
khong biét hang.
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Hoang lang khang khai:

— Vang, t0i xin vang 16i tuc ha va xin
udc véi tac ha mot tran thu hung. Chung
ta xtiing ddng la hai ké thu dich ctia nhau!

Truc cuoi:

— Nhung, tinh yéu chudng, Truc to6i
mong, sé khong vi phan sy ma giam bét
di.

Dtt 161, chang vay tay ra hiéu. Tram

nghin tiéng h6 nd tung 1én mot dip: “Viét
Nam van tué!”

Hoén yéu nudc, da hy sinh nhu thau
dén Trdi cao, Truc ndi thong thd, giong
run run:

— Trén trudng danh dy, Truc toi
mong sém dugc gap gb tudng quan.
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XVII

#émg lang chua vé thi tin don
Bac Muc v&, Luu Vinh Phuc,
dang doi chi vua nha Thanh & Yén Binh,
da tiép dugc.

Phuc gian lam, gian vi Truc, cd 1é
roi day, sé lam ngdn tré viéc danh Tuyén
Quang va Son Tay ctia minh. Mudn
duong dau v6i mot sic manh ghé gém
nhu quan Phép, C6 Den phai dem toan
luc ra ma con chua chac thay!
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Phuc nghién ring, dam xuong ban
thinh thich. Tu khi buéc chan sang dat
Viét nam, tung hoanh nhu vao c6i khong
nguoi, Phuc chua hé thay bong mot tré
ldc nao. Thé ma Tryuc mot anh nha qué
tam thuong, lai ddm lam cdi viéc chau
chau da xe vo ly!

Mat nay ltia; rau dung1én; Phiic, mim
moi; han hoc nhin quanh, chi muén vo
lay mot cai gi ma pha phach tan tanh cho
hd gian. Hoang lang thi, ndm lan, bay
lugt, Phic cho ngudi di nghe ngéng, van
chang thiy tam hoi.

— Tinh thé khé chiu nay khong thé
kéo dai mai dugec.

Phuac nhic di nhéc lai cAu n6i ma van
chua biét nén lam thé nao.
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Su buc ttc lam cho Phuc bo ca bia
com sang. Muu ké danh nhau véi quan
Phép ciling chua giai quyét xong bé nao!

Gitia luc ay, ngoai choi canh, trong
bao hiéu ndi. Chang dgi quan vao bdo,
Phuc chay ra ctia hoi to:

— C6 phéi Hoang lang vé day khong?
— Bam phai, ti€u tudng da vé day.

Phuc thé dai, tudng nhu cat dugc
moét ganh ndng, va, thoat trong thay
chang tudi tré, Phuc da hoi ngay:

— Thé€ nao, dau duodi cau chuyén ra
lam sao?

— Bam chua sodi, don Bac Muc da
phai dan quan pha v6. Canh quan cta
lao tuéng Hoang Nhi da tan nat. Thi Lé
da vé Trung Mon roi!
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Mot tia sang loe qua trong mat, Phuc
nén gian:

— Cac viéc dy ta biét r6i. Chi hdi riéng
phan con tl khi linh ménh vé tim Truc
thé nao?

— B4m cht sodi, hom 4y ty don Bac
Muc ra di, tiéu tuéng vé dén Trung Mon
thi vita chdp to6i. Dang khong biét hoi
tham ai, tiéu tudng gap ngay bon quin
di tuan cua Truc.

Chung dan ti€u tudng vao trai chinh,
déng trén go cao, ¢ day, chi c6 mot minh
Truc ngoi chd. Thiéu nién ay la mdt ngudi
diém dam, dé dai, 1€ phép va dang yéu vo
cung. Chao nhau xong, khong cho tiéu
tuéng kip ndi, Truc hoéi ngay dén viéc
chti sodi mudn du han ra hang...

Luu vinh Phtic ngac nhién:
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— N6 hoi lam sao?

— Han bao y dinh cta chu soai la
muoén han vé hang va cha soai da chac
thé nao cting dugc nhu nguyén, vi chu
sodi co hai 1€ rat chac, khién han khong
dam ngang nganh ntia: Lé bi bat giam
& Bac muc va sac 1énh Hoang dé truyén
cho chu soai d& vic Nam Triéu.

~-0!...

— Tuy vay, Truc khon khéo lam, vién
¢S rang chién, hoa ching phdi ty minh
quyét dinh ma xong dudc, can phai hoi y
ca ba quan. Han luu tiéu tudng lai, hen,
sém hom sau sé tra 16i. Va, mudn cho
tiéu tudng khong ngd vic gi cd, han vui
vé dat tiéc moi...

— Thé r6i, trong khi con say rigu ngt
mé, Truc ndé dem quan lén pha don cta
ta, danh thdo cho Lé vé.
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Hoang lang dé mdt cui dau.
Phuc thuong hai, bdo chang:

— Ta ndi thé, khong phai la muén do
16i cho con dau. Ai vao tinh thé &y cling
dén mac muu Tryc ma thoi. Huong ho
con, ban tinh hAim md anh tai, tudi lai
con tré, kinh nghiém chua may, dé dem
long tin 1a phai.

Phuc noi moét cach nho nhé, ém ai
nhu moi 1an noi véi Hoang lang. Chang
khong phai la con dé ctia Phuc, nhung
chang dugc Phuc thuong yéu hon hét
thay cac hang tudng ta.

Ling yén mot lat, Phiic bong cau nét
mat, hoi:

— A, théldc con vé, Truc né bao sao?

— Han bao con: Gi¢ xin phién tuéng
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quén vé bdm véi Luu dai soai cho rang
Truc t6i, da dem than hia nudc, chi biét
chét ma khong biét hang.

Luu vinh Phuc thé dai, diing phat
day, di di lai lai trong phong hoi lau, té ra
vé nghi nggi lam. Sau cing mot nu cuci
ling 1&, hoi budn, thot chay qua lan moi
Phac. Han ding sting lai nhin Hoang
lang:

— Binh si ctia Truc ra sao? Con co
nhan xét dugc diéu gi hay chang?

Cau hoéi ay nhu c6 moét phép la gi kh-
ién vé mit Hoang lang d6i han. Chang
ngang dau, hoi thd manh, mat giuong to,
nhin thing mot cach ngac nhién, thin
thudng, nhu con c6 v&i theo mot canh
tugng la lung.

— Con théy thé nao?
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Chang phai dgi Phuc hoi dén lan thua
hai méi nhu ngudi suc tinh. Roi, bang
mot giong ndo ntic, khen nggi, Hoang
lang ké lai nhiing cam giac cia minh
trong cai dém gitia riing, luc chang theo
Truc di duyét toan “am binh”. Chang noi,
néi mai, néi mot cach say sua, noi véi
ca tam long mén phuc doéi véi ngudi ban
tré ma chang coi nhu mot vi tuéng than
trong co tich.

Mot ban tay dé dudi cam, nhin ti
mi nhiing cam giac thay doi nhau trén
guong mat Hoang lang, Phuc lang tai
nghe...

Khi chang tuoi tré dut 16i, Phuc bong
lac dau than:

— Hii, d4t s6i chach vang! O noi qué
mua hu lau, ta khong ngo lai c6 bac thi€u
nién anh hung nhu Truc.
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Hoang lang rut dé thua:

— Bdm cht sodi, chinh vi cdm phuc
nguoi tré tudi phi thuong 4y ma tiéu
tudng udc ao dugc cung chang mot phen
thu stc.

Phuc dé tay 1én vai Hoang lang:

— Hai cop choi nhau, tit mot phai
chét. Con hdn biét ta, luc nay, dang cin
lam tudng tai.

Ngting mdt lat, Phuc 14dm bdm nhu
no6i v6i minh:

— C6 cach gi bat song dugc Truc thi
hay qua!

Hoang lang van vo nhin Phuc, suy

nghi lau lau, bong chang vui vé noi:

— Tiéu tudng c6 meo nay, may ra cht
soai dugc nhu nguyén.
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Luu Vinh Phuc, mét tay xoan xuyt
chom rau, mot tay khé vd vai Hoang
lang, cudi ma hoi bén:

— Con tht cho ta nghe cdi muu than
diéu ay xem nao?

Long tu tin hoi bi dong cham, Hoang
lang nghiém sac mat tiép theo:

— Cht sodi cho phép A Duc va tiéu
tuéng moi nguoi cAm mot ddi quan di
thti. A Duc sé do dudng tit tit Yén binh
sang Trung mon, trong luc ti€éu tudng
ngugc dong song Lo. Téi ngd ba, tiéu
tuéng cho quan lén bo, kéo 16n xudng
chiém Hoang Phap. Nhu thé, Truc vabon
dan quan sé bi kep vao gitia hai mo kim.
Doéng 6 phia trén, ti€u tudng sé chan ngoi
La, thdo cho chdy ra sdng. Bi vay, khong
c6 nudc udng, bon Truc phdong chdng cu
dugc bao ngay. Ta cti ung dung chd lac
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han khon quan hét stic, bay gid chi danh
mot tran 1a thanh cong.

Hoang lang viia dut 16i, may tén Co
Pen bong tu ngoai chay vao, cé dang can
kip. Nhan ra la may tén quan ma, luc ra
khdi dia hat Trung Mon, chang da ngam
luu lai d€ do tham bén dich, chang mting
6 hoi:

— Thé nao, bay?

— B4m, sau khi cong tti vé khai, Truc,
biét dich thé nao ta cting lai danh, da d&i
quan lén dong ca & trén GO Giang roi.

Hoang lang cudi:

— Néu vay thi phen nay qua nhién

trdi mudn giup ta!

Chang viia noi viia chay lai cdi ban
g0 vudng dé gitia phong, tro 1én mat tim
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dia do6 va cat nghia cho Luu Vinh Phuc
hiéu:

- Badm, day la Go Giang, cho don
binh ctia Truc. Phia dong go nay, ngin
cach véi dudng cdi, la khu rudng thut
lang Mat, Phia téy, sudt tti Hoang phap
xuong t6i lang Pong, dai nui Xuan huy
chan nhu btc thanh, quén si, lam thoi,
khong thao lui dugc. Bay gio, nhu tiéu
tuéng viia nodi, ta dem quan tu phia Nam
danh 1én va tii phia Bac danh xudng, lai
18p ngoi thdo nuédc, Truc han khong con
thoat 16i nao dugc nia.

Lan nay, Luu Vinh Phuc cat tiéng
Cudi to, cudi mot cach thuc tha, sung
suong:

— Hay! Hay lam! Con nén cling véi
A Diic y ké lam ngay di! Diéu cét yéu la
khong dugc hai dén tinh ménh Truc.
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XVIII

A hon muoi ngay, dan quan bi
ham vao mot thé nguy ngap:

Phiabac, Co Den; phia nam, C&Den;
trudc mdt rudng 1ay; sau lung, thanh da
chét vot. Hoang lang va A Dic ngay dém
tuan phong khién bon Truc, may bédn
liéu chét pha vay, khong thé sao thoat
dugc. Dan quan ngd dau ké chang ludi ay
nén, lam nguy, chi con bé tay danh chiu.
Trong cay vao khi gidi ghé gém nhat cua
thé tha 1a cdi da day thi da day bi trong
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rong vi dudng tai luong bi cat dtt tu lau
10i.

Phai cu v6i gidc, phai cy véi ddi, dan
quan, tuy vay, khong hé nan chi.

Ho van hidng hai ving theo tudng
lénh. C6 diéu khién ho but rit la Co
DPen chi vay ma khong danh. Dan quan
da mdy lan xu6ng nui, nhung, dan gidc
ban can dudng dii qud, ai ndy danh tré
lai.

Muoén danh khong dugc danh, vong
vay moi ngay mot co hep, luong dn hét
dan, v6i tinh thé 4y, dan quan du sat da
cling nao long.

Truc lo lang, nghi mai khong dugc
ké gi hay. Nhin dong ban véi nhiing bo
mdt gay go thiéu ndo, chang cam dong
xOt xa.
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Nghi ring nhiing linh hon khang
khai, nhiing giot mdu anh hung kia roi
phéi tan tac, roi dén phi pham di ma
chang ich gi cho dat nudc, Tryc 14y lam
ai oan. Chang biét, biét rang C& Den, dé
tra thu lai may tran thua dau dén, nhat
dinh bat dan quan phai chét, chét dan da,
cham chap, thé tham va gém ghé. Chung
khong cho ké thu dugc chét vé vang trén
truong chién dau.

Truc gian lam, cang gian vi, biét sy
hiém sau cta gidc, chang khong nghi
ra dugc cach gi doi phé. Xua nay, Truc
van 1a ngudi nhanh tri va dam lugc biét
chiing nao!

Néam chat hai ban tay dé xuéng ban,
mat nhin sang quac, Truc mim moi yén
ling, nhu c6 dao trong tri nghi lay mot
cau giai quyét cdi tinh thé gieo neo.
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Chang bong giat minh...

Ong cu Xuan, ty ngoai di vao, noi
nho:

— Nguy to r6i! Buoi trua hom nay, sO
gao luong chi con via chia cho binh si
moi ngudi lung bat. Néu tui gio dén sang
mai, tinh thé khong thay ddi, bon ta sé
chét doi ca!

Truc thé dai:

— Cu héay ra ngoai phat gao cho si
tot ndu com dn da. Roi, budn rau, chang
nhin theo bdng 6ng gia.

Chang nhan thay rat ro6 cai trach
nhiém ctia minh déi véi sy song chét cta
dong ban. Gap budc khé khédn nay, diéu
hé trong nhat chang phai lam la giti gin
tinh ménh cta si tot, hay, néu can dem

hy sinh phai hy sinh cho xtng dang.
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Bao tri khong dugc ma hy sinh ciing
chua phai lac, Truc cang nghi cang bon
chon. Moi thoi khac qua, cai chét mot
thém gan, khong dudng nao tranh khdi.

Mot tiéng kéu hot hodng khién Truc,
dang nghi ngoi, bong diing phat day ra

ngoai.

Ong cu Xu4n va mdy ngudi nita, mit
cat khong con giot mau, chay dam b tu
dudi chan nui 1én.

Truc dodn ngay c6 bién, vdi hoi to:
— Cai gi day, cu Xuan?

— Khong biét tai sao, ngoi La tu nhién
rut can, nudc uodng va thdi com khong
cO.

Truc, nghe noi, diéng nguoi.
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Tuy vay, chang van c6 giti vé diém
tinh:

—Nudcngoican...? CdPenné muodn
cho minh chét khat cd day ma! Anh em,
hay yén long chd. Noi nhat hdm nay, t6i
sé c6 quyét dinh.

Trudc mat moi ngudi, chang khong
dam hodng hot, nhung long chang boi
r6i vo cung. Truc bop dau ngoi nghi.
Trudc mat chang, bay ra hai con dudng
1o rét, ma cling chi hai dudng ay thoéi: Cy
dich cho dén chét v6i hang dé ctiu 1y hai
trdm tinh ménh con nguoi.

Viing long cho dén chét, Truc, riéng
minh, da quyét dinh ti lau. Nhung, su
hy sinh ay, chang c6 nén ép udng tat ca
moi nguoi chang?

Néu khong nén, Truc phai hang.
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Truc biét rang Luu Vinh Phuc truéc
sau van muon thau dung chang. Nhan
day, chang c6 thé tuy co ting bién, cot
sao ciiu tinh ménh ctia dong ban.

Khi tti bi¢t Hoang lang, chang da ca
quyét doi dau véi Phuc. Nhoi ndi chua
quén ma nay, bd gido vao trai gidc, chang
sé ho then biét bao nhiéu. Su ho then kia,
Truc tu hen véi long, sau khi dong ban
chang da thoat, chang sé dem mau dao
ria sach.

Tryc ra lénh tu hop si tot.

Giay lat, moi ngudi dong dua, hoac
ding dya vao nhau, hodc ngdi bét xuéng
cd, ai nay déu mét nhoai. Nhin ba quan,
Truc cang thay rd su can phai dep long
ty i, can phai chiu nhuc dé cai ti hoan
sinh cho hai trim mang. Chang qua
quyét bao moi nguoi:
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— Anh em hédng hdi dem minh lam
viéc chung, sy séng chét hin da coi
thudng. Nhung, chap kinh con co6 tong
quyén. Chét, lam khi nén coi nhe nhu
16ng hong, cé khi phai thdy ning bang

non Thai.

Hién gid bac nam hai phia c6 gidc an
ngti; phia dong, phia tdy c6 nui d4, rudng
14y, ta, trti phi moc canh, khong thé sao
ra thoat. Lai thém luong hét, nudce thiéu,
su song con cta chung ta chi tinh tling
gio.

Anh em lai nén biét rang giac vay ma
khong danh 1a ¢6 y mudn t6i ra hang.

Thudn theo y muon ay, toi sé gidi
thoat dugc cho hét thdy anh em, nhiing
ngudi trung diing c6 thé ich Igi cho nudc
nha vé mai sau. Vay, anh em diing nén co
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chap nhiing diéu nhé mon, vui long dé
toi hang gidc nhé!

Moi ngu6i khang khai:

— Van hay tinh thé nguy ngép, van
hay chti tu6ng mudn bao toan tinh ménh
cho chung t6i, nhung danh tiét ctia cha
tuéng, danh tiéng ngudi Viét Nam con
trong hon. Nay, vi bang ném bd ca di,
cau lay su an toan cho mot dum ngudi,
viéc lam 4y chang trai ngugc 1am ru!

Truc dap:

— Mu6n danh ma khong dugc danh
thi lam thé nao?

— C& den khong danh, chi c6t ham
luong thao nudc cho ta phai khén quan
ma ra hang. Ta nhét dinh ng6i day cho
dén chét dé gidc biét gan ta!
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— Anh em c6 gan lam thé, dugc lam!
Song, ta khong ung cho anh em lam thé,
anh em nghi sao? Ta, 1dy dia vi m{t ngudi
dau linh, truyén 1énh cho anh em phai
dé danh tdm gan sat ctia anh em dé, sau
nay, dem ra lam viéc nudc. SU mat con
clia x4 tac trong vao nhiing ngudi gan da
nhu anh em ca. Anh em khong cé quyén
udng phi doi minh!

— Pa danh ma lai hang, gidc con coi
bon ta, con coi ngudi nudc Nam ra gi
nita!

Truc cuoi:

— Anh em cu yén tam, t6i da co
phuong phép d6i pho. Gidc ching ddm
coi thuong ta dau.

— Chu tudng cd thé cho chung to6i
biét y dinh?
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— Anh em ct tin & t6i la du. Tuy vay,
anh em dd mudn biét, toi cing ching
giqu lam gi. Tu gio dén mai, gidc thé
nao ciing phdi ngudi sang du hang. Toi
sé, nhu Quan Van Truong trén Thé Son,
udc ba viéc: Viéc thii nhit, gidc phai dé
cho anh em tu do muoén di dau thi di;
viéc thu hai, gidc khong dugc 16t khi gisi
ctia dan quén; viéc thu ba, khi nao dan
quan c6 du luong an, nudc udng, khde
manh nhu thudng, ta sé than hanh dén
hang tai ctia dinh Luu Vinh Phuc. Gidc,
nhan ba diéu ay, ta hang. Ba di€u ay thiéu
mot, ta ddnh nhau t6i khi tat thé.

Quan si buon rau.

— Lac vinh quang thay tro cé nhau.
Khi ng6 bién, chung t6i né nao dé€ chu
tuéng chiu su nhuc nha mdt minh!
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Bing mot giong khing khai, Truc
noi to:

— Anh em khong dugc nghinhu thé.
Cho téi giay phut cudi cing, anh em phai
to ra minh la nhiing tay chién si c6 luong
tam, ky luat: Vang 1oi ta. Ta xin thé rang:
du ta tam hang, danh ti€ng cta ngudi
Viét Nam van khong mat duogc...
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XIX

ridc ctia dinh lang Y La, trén

mat cdnh dong rong phang,
hon mét nghin C& Den, bén ta 1a doi hoa
phao khan den, 4o trung, quan hep ong,
gidy bit got, tay chong sung dai, lung that
bao dan; bén htiu1a doi thudng binh nén
loe, 16ng chdp dod, 4o nep ngan, tay mang
nhiing ma tau, thung lung, guom tran,
gido nhon, dling phan hai hang thang
tap, chinh bi nhu sap c6é mot cudc duyét
binh long trong. Cic danh tuéng nhu
Woong Tsi, Ba Théi, A Dtic, Hoang Nhi,
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Hoang Thiéu Hoa, v.v... déu da mat.

Tu khi st gid tré vé, dem theo ba
diéu udc cua Truc ma nguyén soai Luu
vinh Phuc vui long nhan cd, thi ai nay
déu khat khao dugc thay r6 ngudi anh
huing tré tudi no.

Huéng ho, may lan dac thang va
nhiing 16i ca tung ctia Hoang lang da kh-
ién tén tuoi Truc choi loi hao quang, nhu
viing mdt trdi budi s6m mai. ..

Nhung, c6 1é chinh Luu Vinh Phuc
1a ngudi nong dugc nhin mat Truc hon
hét. Ngoi canh chiéc an son, dau doi
mi cai long tri, minh mac 4o tia théu
rong, ngoai phtt 40 ngan mau luc réng
tay, nguc deo chudi ngoc san ho, chan di
ung vo, Phuc trang nghiém ma ndéng nay
nhu moét vi than chién tranh. Bén canh
Phuc, lao tuéng Hoang ttd Trung, mdc
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dai nhung phuc, cap guom lénh diing
hau.

Bén ngoai, hon ngan binh si van
ciing nhac, im lang duéi nang mai bat
dau rac vang trén ném co suong. Chim
chdc tung bling dua hét. Ca thién nhién
nhu ndo nuc, nhu say sua ché xem mot
canh tugng phi thudng.

Luu Vinh Phuc, nghe chiling da sot
rudt, hai mit luén luén nhin thing ra
ngoai, ban tay gan guoc luon luoén xoan
vuot bo ria den.

Nhung tu trong dinh ra ngoai mat
rudng, su yén ling van khong hé nhuc
nhich. Thaéi gian nhu dong lai ma sy vat
van x0n xao...

Tiéng Phuc bong hét vang:
— Thay gi chua?
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Nhu dép lai cau hdi ay, tu ngoai xa,
mot hoi kén tran ndi 1én. Mot boi hoi
chay qua linh hon binh tuéng réi dau
day lai yén lang nhu to...

Cai cam gidc trang nghiém, hung vi,
lac ay, dé ndng xudng tam hon ngudi ta
va tam hon sy vat. N6 nhu nguyén do tu
mot stic thiéng liéng huyén bi nao.

Trong san dinh, trong chiéng bat dau
dé ba hoi chin tiéng.

Co nao vé doi ay, cdc hang danh
tudng dling thang bang trudc doan quan
minh quan doc.

Trén cot go cao, 1a ¢ den viung vay
mudn tung minh theo ngon gi6 bay
qua...
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Phic khong thé ngdi yén chd va
quén han sy bo budc cta 1& nghi, ding
phat déy, budc ra thém.

Tt xa lai, vigt nhiing do6i cao rudng
phdng, mot vo tudng cti rap xudng lung
ngua, vun vut nhu cai bong trang ludt
trén nén cd xanh.

Vé cau c6 nghiém khac bién dau
hét ca, Phic mim cudi, tham khen nggi
chang tudi tré ma Phuc, tii lau da thuong
mén nhu con.

Ngoai xa, vo tuéng phdng ngua moi
lac mot gan. Chang vugt qua hai buc
thanh si tot, vugt qua cong dinh rdi, go
cuong chang nhdy xudng.

Con ngua chay dang hang, phat dudi,
nghén c6 nhai ham thiéc ken ket.
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Thay Phuc ding chd, Truc ném day
cuong lén yén ngua, nghiéng minh thi
1€, doan chang c6i thanh guom, hai tay
nang cao, yén lang...

Tuy la mot tudng bai tran, chang van
dudng bé va hach dich.

Duéi vanh khin den bo mui, guong
madt hoi xanh, nhung tuci sang véi cdp
mat to long lanh, v6i nu cudi mép may
trén moi. Than thé chang cao to, vam
vG trong lan 4o chén mau cham. Chang
ding gitia san dinh, sting siing nhu mot
cdy gao moc cho vo gitia canh dong
phédng ling.

Luu Vinh Phuc budc xudng thém,
do lay thanh guom, nhin Truc roi tuoci
Cu0i noi:

— Tudng quan vao day. Ban sodi dang
cho.
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Vao trong dinh, Phic ngdi xudng
gh€, im lang gio lau, con nghi cau khu-
yén du.

Bén ngoai, cac tuéng thi tham khen
ngai, cho rang Phuc trong dai chang tudi
tré no thuc khong lam.

Phtic vudt riu, mim cudi:

— Bay lau long ta trong dai tudng
quén thé nao, tudng quan han da biét?

Truc khiém ton:

— Tam long trong tai ctia dai sodi,
chung t6i cam dong vo cung, chi tiéc
thay Truc tdi tam thudng nén nghi lam
lac lay lam then...

— Nhan nhudngla mot nét tot, nhung
¢ doi, tri ky gap nhau, tuéng quan ha tat
con phai néi nhiing cau khach sdo nhu
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vay. Trong doi ta, chién tran tling trai da
nhiéu, chua bao gi¢ ai khién ta phai yéu
chudng nhu tuéng quan. Bang chiing la
hai phen tuéng quan lam cho quan sicuta
ta phai tai hai, oai danh ctia ta phai tn
thuong, vay ma ta khong nhiing khong
cam gidn, lai con mudn dugc cung tuéng
quan hgp stic danh ké thu chung.

Truc lac dau:

— Bdm dai soadi, chung tdi tuy ngu
hen ciing hiéu biét thé nao la trai phai.
Tl tam dai lugng ctia ngudi, chung toi
xin khac c6t minh tdm, ma viéc hang
phuc chung t6i van khong thé tuén y
nguoi dugc. Hom nay, d€ ctiu lay hai
tram mang diing si, t6i dem minh lai nop
trudc trudng hum, chi xin dugc Dai sodi
ban cho mét 1uGi guom sac dé tron tiét
vGi giang son Viét Nam la vinh hanh cho
chung t6i roi.
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Phc cudi:

— Tuéng quan muodn chét, ta khong
ung d€ tudng quan chét, tuéng quan
nghi sao?

Truc cling cuoi:

— Chung t6i hdm nay lai day la dé
gili tron 161 hia. Nghia vu da lam xong,
toi, néu Dai sodi khong giét di, e cé ngay
sé nguy hiém cho quan Cg Den.

Piing déy, Phuc vo vai Truc:

— Chap kinh phai tong quyén. Tudng
quan biét trong danh ti€t, ta day ha
khong biét danh tiét 1a gi hay sao? Ta du
tudng quan vé giup ta, c6 phai muon lam
0 danh ban anh huing dau! Tuéng quan
vui long trg luc ta, sy phan doi sé khong
con niia. Ta s€ yén long dem hét tam tri
vao viéc danh nhau véi rg Phap.
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Ké thu kia dudi ra khoi dia hat nuéc
Nam, cong ta da danh, nhung chinh
tuéng quan ciing chia mot phan 16n.
Trung quan ai quéc nhu thé méi la phai
duong.

Ngéing ddu, udn nguc, mat giuong to
va sang quac. Truc ndi bang mot giong
cam dong, nhung qua quyét:

— Dai so0di néu dem quéan nhan ng-
hia ra dep loan gitp nudc t6i, dong bao
toi khi nao con phan phuc. Nhu vay, chét
hay song, toi khong quan hé¢ gi ca. Nhugc
biang quan C6 Den t6i dau tan hai dan
lanh dén day, ham hi€p vg con ngudi ta,
cudp boc tién ctia ngudi ta, chém giét
hanh ha ban than ngudi ta, thi du téi cé
san long giup viéc Dai soai, sy phan doéi
van khong vi vdy ma giam dugc. Thién
ha anh htuing nghia si con nhiéu.
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Ngting lai mot lat, Truc két luan bang
mot giong sac nhu guom:

— Long t6i da quyét roi, xin Dai sodi
lugng tinh gia on cho. Toi can phai chét
dé cho cdi tinh than phan khang kia
khong chét. N6 con thi hoa may dan tinh
dd bi dé nén, ha hiép, khé nhuc, é ché.
Giang son Viét Nam gdp phai hoi dién
ddo, nhung tam hon ngudi Viét Nam
con manh mé hang hai, con thiét tha
muoén song thi khong lo gi. Tinh than
phan khang kia ttic la biéu thi caa long
yéu song no. Toi phai hi sinh mot doi chu
néu phai hi sinh tram doi nghin kiép dé
giti cho nd sdng, t6i cling vui long.

Phic ngac nhién nhin Tryc. Van
hay chang la ngudi khang khai tai nang,
nhung cai tinh than quyét ti ctia chang
dén buc ay thi thuc la mot diéu ngoai ca
su tudng tugng.
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Trudc mat vién tudng Tau, Truc
khong nhiing chila m¢tbacanh diing phi
thudng ma con 1a cd mot cai tinh than ai
qudc tuyét d6i. Chang trach Hoang lang
da goi chang la mot vi tudng than trong
co tich.

Phuc thé dai, cam lay tay Truc, tan
ngan hoi:
— Thé ra tudng quan nhat dinh bat ta

phai sudt d6i mang ndang mot sy ti€c han
dau long?

Truc khang khéi:

— Xin Dai sodi nhé cho rang ngudi la
mot bac diing tuéng, ngudi la tinh than
thugng vo ctia ba quan.

— Nhung bon sodi lai cling la nguoi
ntal!
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Cau noi thot tu ddy long ay khién
Truc khong cam dugc nudc mat. Chang
thanh thuc cdm an nghia cta Phuc,
chang biét rang Phuc thuong tiéc chang
nhu thuong tiéc mdt ngudi con qui, rang
chang chi gat dau ung thuan mot cdi la
du lam cho vién ho tuéng no vui suéng
vO cung, nhung...

Truc 1dm bam:

— Quyét khong thé nhu thé dugc!
Du sao Phtc cling la ké thu cta ta. Nhat
dinh khong cho han dugc su vui long do6
cling la mot cach tra thu hiéu luc vay.

Luu Vinh Phuc do la thai d6 Truc.
Han tudng chang da xiéu long, khé hoi:

— Thé nao? Tudéng quan da chiu 16i
ta la phai chua?
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Truc, nghe hoi, voi ding thang ngudi
1én, ran roi dap:

— Dai sodi day rat phai ma Truc toi
nghi thuc cting khong nham.

Phtic cau may nghi nggi doan budc
xuong thém. Truc nhin theo, khong hiéu.

Phtic budn rau noi:

— Lu6i guom cua ta dugc chém mot
ngudinhu tuc hala mét sy vé vang. Riéng
ta thuc khong c6 gan diing nhin cdi canh
dau long ay!

Dtt 161, Phtic ho mét tiéng. A Duc
chay lai vé6i hai tén vo si. Phuc ghé tai
ddn nho miy ciu; doan nhay phat lén
yén ngua phong di.
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XX

z.
Y/ dinh ctia Lé khién moi ngudi
hoi hop.

Ma ngay nang, lac ay, ciing khong
con la mot c6 géi thudng, ta van biét xua
nay. Trén guong madt nang, vé tho ngay
ém ai gio bién thanh mot vé trang ng-
hiém, than bi, van dep ma budn. Mat
nang do ngiu, nhung sing quac, moi
nang mim chdt, 16ng may nang cau cd,
to ra long hy sinh tyu nghia da thang néi
nhiing sy dau dén tam thudng.
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Chong tay lén m4d, Lé ngdi im vi su
xuc cam da lén tdi cuc diém. Thém mot
161 noi, thém mot cti dong, nang, co lé,
khong git noi vé binh tinh nia.

Quanh nang, ct toa cling im lang.
Ho im lang vi ho thay sy ngac nhién
kinh cén, hai cam giac ay de ndng xuéng
tam hén. G Truc, mot ngusi dan ong,
nhting ct chi du khéc thudng dén dau
ciing con ¢6 thé duge. G Lé, né thanh ra
nhting cdi ngoai stic y niém cta nhiing
tam hon don so no. BGi thé, ho nhin Lé
bang nhiing cdp mat kinh sg, nhu nhin
mot viing thai duong sdng qua hay mot
pho than tugng anh linh.

Sau mot cai ddng hang, 6ng cu Xuan
rut de hoi Lé:

— C0 hay nghi lai cho ky da chu?
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Nang qua quyeét:

— Thua cy, t6i nghi da ky lam. Me to6i
qua rdi, chong t6i thé nao cling chét, toi
khong con dinh dang chi v6i doi nita. ..

R6i, ¢ nén tiéng thén thiic, Lé ngdm
ngui:

— Mién sau nay, cac 6ng diing quén
nguoi cht tuéng than yéu da bé minh vi
nghia l6n la da!

Cau Lé noi lam cho moi ngudi ta
nuéc mit. Ong cu Xuan, vuSt manh
chom rau bac, néi bang mét giong nho
run run:

— Xin ¢6 nhé cho rang tinh ménh
chung t6i sé dung vao viéc xung ding
v6i nhiing giot mdu trung liét ctia chu
tudng, nhiing giot mau do6 ra dé giti gin
cho né an toan dén ngay nay. Chung toi
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chi xin c6 moét diéu la ché voi vang ma
16 viéc. Ta hay cuing tim xem c6 phuong
ke gi gidi ctiiu cho cht tuéng chang. Luu
vinh Phuc méi truyén giam chu tuéng
lai, chac y han con mudn thu dung chua
nd hai. Su cham chap d6 may cho ta da
thdi gio muu su cling nén.

Lé thd dai, lac dau:

— Kho long lam! Van biét Luu Vinh
Phuc khong cé 1ong nao hai chong toi,
nhung tinh ménh chang hién nay, &
trong tay A Dtic, mot ké ti thil.

D rip tam sau doc, A Dic thiéu gi
cach ham chang vao tt ti. Khi sy lgi
hai ctia ba quin bi dong cham, Phuc hdn
phai coi nhe tinh riéng. Thé thi cdi chét
ctia chong tdi chi con ¢ sém t6i. Con nhu
bao dem quan danh thdo ldy chang ve,
viéc ay toi cho phi cong vo ich, lai thém
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tai hai cho anh em nhiéu lam. Giic da
hai 1an bi danh up, gi¢ hdn n6é phong bi
can mat khac xua nhiéu.

Moi ngudi hang hai:

— Du chét cting con hon ngoi kho-
anh tay nhin cht tuéng bi tham hinh.
Co cli mdc anh em chung t6i ban nhau
xem. Tinh thé cip lam roi!

— Cdc 6ng khong bé chu tudng, long
trung nghia 4y dang quy lam. Nhung,
ct theo y t6i, moi sy hanh dong ctia anh
em s€ chi la mua chudc lay sy khong hay.
Chi bang ctt dé t6i vao han trai gidc, roi
sé tuy co tng bién lai hon.

- ba danh ¢6 li€u minh vao chon
chong gai, nhung trudc hét c6 hay thu
cho anh em chung t6i biét r6 muu sau
thé nao da.
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Im lang héi 14u, Lé bong ngling dau
nhin ky moi ngudi va thong tha dap:

— Rap tdm cua toi dang 1€ khong noi
cho ai biét. Nay anh em da ngdé y mudn
toi bay to trudc khi dé t6i gidn than vao
noi miéng hum noc ran, vang, tdi xin vui
long giao phd mat ké ctia téi cho anh em
cung hay.

A Duc, d6i véi t6i, van thi odn vi sy
tt hon. N6 lai cdm Tryc vi n6 thay toi
yéu mén chang. Bay gié né dugc C& den
tin cdn, y n6 mudn nho gioé bé méang, bdo
thi1 xua cho hin. A Dic 13 mot ké ngu si
néng néi dé gidn ma cliing dé quén. Toi
trugc hét vao ra mat no, 14y ni sac lam
cho nd say mé rdi chd néu tién dip sé
danh thao cho Truc vé.
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Khong dugc thé, toi cling ltta dam
cho né mot mii dao réi cé phai chét véi
chong t6i cling ha da.

Thé dai, 6ng cu Xuan lac dau ldm
bam:

- Ké 4y kho thanh 1dm! A Dic chi hoi
ngo mot ti la tinh ménh c6 nguy ngay.

Lé budn rau:

— Thi t6i cling cu tht liéu xem. Con
nhu song chét, yén nguy, téi céd quan gi!
Lé noi dut 16i, sy yén lang viia bi dut
quang lai dan bao phu lay dam ngudoi bi

mat.

Bong diling phat day, Lé nam tay dat
xudng ban, giong hoi run nhung ran rai:
— Chiéu nay t6i di, vay xin ¢6 16i vinh
biét v6i anh em. Néu chung toi vé dugc
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thi cang hay, bang c6 bi giét ca, xin anh
em ciling dliing nén ban long, anh em hay
lay viéc non sdng lam trong. Nhu thé,
du phai chét, tinh ménh chung t6i ciing
khong dén ndi udng.

Nang chao moi ngudi roi budc ra...

Nhin theo hut béng Lé méi lic mot
bé, ai nay bui ngui, cdm thuong man
mac. Ho nhin nhau, hodc lic dau, hoac
thd dai, chép miéng nhung khong ai noi
mot cau gi.
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XXI

@rong quan doanh, A Duc, ngoi

canh khay den, xoa tay ra chiéu
dacy:

~ U, Luu Vinh Phtc truyén ta phai
tha Truc, lam nhu kiéu Khong Minh that
cam that tang Manh Hoach khi xua. Ta
tic tinh qua, da tudng thi sdu chang bao
gio tra dugc. Ai ngd, mot tran thua 6 Son
tay, mot tran thua 6 Tuyén quang viia roi
lam cho Phuc chay that tan, khong biét
song chét ra sao. Ta, nhan co hoéi nay,
dem bam vam ngay ké thu cho ha giin.
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Phuc néu con trg vé day, ta sé noi rang ta
da giét thang Truc vi dong dang no toan
danh thao cho no. Phuc khong vé niia, ta
sé hang v6i Pha lan quay, cling dugc chi
sao!

Tham tinh nhu thé xong. A Dtc cang
khoan khoai. Nét mat di tgn nhian nhé
mot nu Cuoi.

Nhung, han véi lap nghiém. Mot tén
Cd Den budc vao, vé bi mat, khé thua:

— Bam chu tudng, bén ngoai cé mot
con me dan ba xin vao yét kién chu
tudng. Toi con bat no6 cha.

Ngac nhién, A Dic hoi:
— Mot con dan ba?
— Da. N6 hay con tré va dep lam!

A Duc bién sic mat:
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— Con tré va dep?

Khong dé€ y dén cau dap cua tén
quan, A Duc 1dm bam:

— Quai! Khong nhé con Lé? No lai
day lam gi? Chang 1€ cau ldy céi chét?...
A, théi, dich rdi!

A Duc vay tén gidc lai gan, dan nho
may cau. Tén nay lui ra, mot lat cua
phong khé md, Lé tha thuét budc vao.

A Ditc chodng ngudi, dudi anh lta
nén lung lay, Lé phang phat mot nang
tién trong co tich. Khuén mdt nang trai
xoan, da ma nhu vé dao chin, mai trai
mét, miéng tham nhu mot nu hong véi
cdp mat long lanh, c6 moét stic quyén rit
phi thudng.

Lé da dep, lai trang diém long lay:
Quanh dau, nang vdn modt vanh khan
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tam giang hoa gdim. Minh nang lan trong
chiéc a0 lua mau cham dinh khuy hé
phach. Trén tdm nguc rung dong, mot
chiéc vong bac nhu c6 de ndng xudng
doi tuyét 1€ giau ky trong xiém.

A Ditc chodng vang, cam thdy nhu
nguoi dang ngu chgt mé bling mat duéi
vang hong...

Nhung, qua mot phat t¢ mé, cai
thién tinh gian hiém cta han ta lai tinh
thiic ngay. Han nhéch mép cuai, hoi Lé:

— Co6 dén day lam gi?

Hai ban tay nam chdt, Lé c6 guong
diém nhién:

— Toi dén day cau chu tha cho Truc.

A Duc cuoi to:
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— C06 ndi dé nghe nhi! Thang Truc
1a ké thtu cia C6 Den, nay bat dugc né,
khong chém ngay con 1a tot phac cho né
day. CO muon ta tha cho né a?

- Ong Luu muén tha Tric d€ dung.
Chu, nghe 16i t6i, tha chang tuc 1a lam
theo y cia 6ng Luu. Ngoai ra chu sé...

Nang ngting lai, mim moi. ..
A Dtc cudi ranh manh:
— Ngoaira, ta sé...?

— Chu sé dugc nhu long s u6c bay

A Dtic 6m o:
— Nghia la?

Nang, mé to hai mat, néi nhu trong
con me sang:
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— Nghia la than thé t6i sé hoan toan
phé mdc chd, mudn lam gi thi lam.

Cudi ha ha, tudng gidc lén giong
mia:

— C0 xua nay kiéu diéu lam, sao bay
gio lai dé dang qua thé?

Mot tia lta thu odn chay qua trong
mat Lé:

— Tai sao la mot diéu chua khong can
biét r6. Toi chi hoi cha cé ung nhu thé
khong?

A Ditc cau may, yén ling nhin Lé.
Trong vé mat han, lac do, thiy hién ra
mot v dinh tan khoc. Han thong tha noi,
dan tting tiéng mot:

— Co6 da bac buc lam cao vdi ta, gio
dén lugt ta dim c6 xudng dat den cho bo
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ghét. Néu co kién tam theo dung nhiing
161 ta truyén, ta lap tdc tha cho Truc.

Lé qua quyét:

— Toi sé vang theo ca, mién chu tha
cho Truc di.

— C0 phai diing trudc mdt ta, 16t hét
quan ao dé€ ta xem cai minh c6 né ngoc
nga cao quy nhu thé nao?

Sac mat nhgt nhu sap ong, Lé cam
thay minh toan ngat di nhung, nghién
rang, nang c6 thu hét nghi luc cuoi cung,
no6i dugc mot tiéng:

- Pugc.
— C6 thuan chu?
— Thuan.

A Duc, mit long lanh, mim cudi.
Han quay ra ngoai, goi:
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— Quan bay!
Mot tén CS den chay vao.
A Dtc truyén:

— Bay lap ttc xuong nha giam mé
ctia tha cho tén tu pham.

— Bam, khong phéi dan han 1én day?
— Khong.

Tén gidc cui dau lui ra ngoai.

Quay lai, A Duc bao Lé:

— GiG cO cbi 40 di. Néu cham, ta sai
ban Truc ngay.

Lé cti dau run ray, thong tha coi

khuy 4o...
A Dtc quét:
— Mau!
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Manh 4o ngap ngting r6i khdi minh
nang...

— Yém ntia!

Roi dén chiéc xdng cham trut xuong
dat, Lé tro tro gitia phong nhu moét pho
tugng bang cdm thach. Nang dau dén, hé
then, t& mé nhu ngudi bi 10t tiing manh
da non.

A Dic, cAm long khong dau, nhay
vot xudng dat, 14 loi.

Lé, run nhu phat s6t, hai mat sang
quac, tay vin lai sau vach, nghiéng minh
ra phia A Dic, ca tdm long trinh bach
ctua nang mudn kéu gao 1én hay phi nhé
vao mat ké dam tan. Thét nhién, Lé rung
minh; nang viia trong thay con dao lung
ctia A Duc.



(Changldiltheotnioch M)

— Thang giac kia! May dinh lam nho
long trinh bach cua tao thi may phai
chét!

Roi, thoat cai, Lé véi tay, ndm ngon
quap chat 14y cai chudi sting, 1ugi dao
nhu lan chép loe ra trén nguc A Duc.
Mot tiéng rén. Lé bi A Duc, nhanh hon,
da nga. Han nhay x6 lai, nam lay hai c6
tay nang 16i day, rit 1én:

— May ca gan dén day, tudng lua
dugc tao u? May hay dong tai ma nghe!

Quay ra cta, A Duc ho to mot cau
bang tiéng khach. Ngoai dém t6i, mot
dip sting n6 vang.

Lé, nhu bi dién giat, kéu ru 1én mot
tiéng, va guc dau xudng vai tén gidc trong

lac tén nay cat tiéng cudi ghé gion...

Hanoi, le 23 Septembre 1935.















