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CAM DO BINH DAN!
Nguyén Manh Con

riéng tang cdc anh quan nhan doi rdch...

xin nhiing ai tot bung diing dong long.

1.

@EN CANH NGOI CHQ LON,
NGAY GIUA THANH PHO,
1a moét con dudng ngan nhung rong, va
day xe hoi dau va di. Bén canh nhiing
cia hiéu sang trong, rong rai va day

1 Phong y cua Jean Hay, truyén “Josuah Gullick, préteur sur
gages”. Tap san Fiction, s6 109, thang Chap nam 1962.
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ngop anh sang, 1a mot tiém “cam do binh
dan”, bé ngoai ci kj, mat tién thap hep,
nhung hun hut sau vao trong — ngudi ta
ké day la mot ngdi nha ki€u chuodi vo ma
cai chudi dai dén may chuc thudc, dua
vao mdt can phd nam ngang that rdng,
that cao, that sau (v6i 3 tang ham, cang
xuong thap cang ting phan bi mat). Toan
thé ngdi nha chi dé dung lam kho chua
do cam bdn, hay néi cho dung hon la
cam gan, vi do da cam ro6i ma tién chudc
khong co6, tat nhién chi con c6 viéc nai
ni, van thiét, lay luc cht nhan dé xin ban
dut 1ay thém it nhiéu.

Chu nhan la mot ngudi dan 6ng gay
gudc, khoang hon nam chuc tudi, cach
day hon ba chuc ndm con ding ban dau
phong rang ngay & dau con dudng nay.
Néi nhu thé chac cling dt cho moi ngudi
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biét gdc tich cua dng ta, khong can dén cai
tén khéu ggi: Chu Ba Triéu Chau. Ngudi
da ngam den, ho Chettyar theo Hoi gido;
ngudoi Do Thdi ma biéu hiéu 1a con ran
vang vong quanh thé giéi ma dau vdi
dudi cung & Palestine; ngudi Trung Hoa,
ddc biét ngudi Trung Hoa gboc & Triéu
Chau, la ba loai ngudi ma ca thé gidi biét
tiéng; ma thé hé nao cua nhan loai ciing
cd it ra cling 1 phan 4 mang cong linh
ndg, ban nha ban ctia, cAm vg do con, dé
lam giau cho ho.

Lam giau! Lam giau! Khong an ngon
mac dep, khong tinh &i ban be, khong
danh vong quyén quy, khong xe ngua
cao sang... ho khong hudéng thu gi ca,
ngoai tru sy hudng thu truc ti€p nhat la
hudng thu tién, tién gidy hay tién vang
bac, hay d6 dac nha ctia, bat ct thu gi
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dang gia c6 thé tinh thanh tién, ma ho
bd ra mot dong dé 1am chu mot céi gi
dang gia mudi dong.

2.

Cha Ba Triéu Chéu, goi tat 1a chu
Ba Tiéu, khong biét mac d6 nao khac
cai quan dui dai qua dau goi va chiéc 4o
thun c6 tron, tay dai, mau nuéc dua ct.
Chu khong bao gio r&i khoi quay hang —
quai, ngudi chung quanh ty hdi, han tiéu
tién vao lic nao, hay da bat san voi rong
dudi gam ghé! - bén tay phai la mot cai
hop dung d6 nghé, tii hon da thd vang
dén chiéc kinh phdéng dai hang 16n; bén
tay trai la mot ban can tiéu ly, ding sau
lung la cai ta sat mau xanh béch to kéch
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xu. Chi cd thé, va chu Ba Tiéu san sang
tiép khach.

Khach cua chu, nghich ly thay, gom
toan nhiing dan ngheo. Vi ngudi kha
hon, hodc ngay thang hon — xin hiéu
la day du giay to: hoa don, cdn cudc, s
gia dinh... — da tim di noi khac. Cha Ba
Tiéu c6 manh khoe lam an that tai gioi:
nguoi ta noi trong nha chu co luc chua
dén cd tram chiéc xe hai banh, ba banh,
ctia nguoi vo linh dem cam (va hoa don)
lay tién di don xdc cua chong; ctia chang
trung si thua bac khong dam vé luc ta.

Nhu thé do, ma cong viéc lam én cua
chu tiép tuc phat dat. C6 ngudi noi chu
c6 qud nua c6 phan & mdt nha bang nay,
c6 nguoi ndi thang con 16n cua chu lam
tong giam doc chu tich mot cong ty tau
chay bién. Thé ma chu khong bé nghé,
khong phu nghé. Va lai con cé ngudi qua
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quyét dugc nghe chd néi chang c6 cong
ty nao moi thang dugc 16i dam ba triéu,
ma khong sg 16 von bao gio.

Khong s¢ 16 von that, néu nguoi ta
lang nghe chu néi:

— O, cai may xay trai cay nay ki€u xua
lam roi!

— T6i m6i mua ndm ngodi, mudi hai
ngan dong.

- O, cdi tay cam nay bac mau...

— Thi tay cAm nao chang phéi bac
mau.

- O, céi kiéng nay khong con trong...
— Thi n6 da dung roi, phai thé.
- O, hai tram dong.

— Troi!
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Nhung chu da quay di noi khac, lam
viéc khac. Khéo nai 1am méi dugc ba
tram. Roi cho xem gidy ? Mua do thudng
dung lam gi c6 gidy! Khong c6 giay thi
hai trdim dong. Nai ni dugc ba tram tré
lai thi lic nhan tién la nhan luén duoc té
bién lai ghi sdu tram. C¢ thé thoi. Khong
bang long, cu viéc ra khai tiém. Uat tic
thi di c6 bot. Hé dén bot ma néi tén cha
Ba Triéu Chau la c6 ngudi hoi bién lai
mon do. A, tiém cdm d6 c6 quyén tii chéi
nhting thi ma ho nghi ngd xuat xu.

Khé 1am! Néi ra thi rat buc, nhung
chi c6 thé théi ma han lam giau trén
lung, trén c6 khong biét bao nhiéu nguasi
trong con tung ngdt. Mac ké nhiing
tiéng rua tham. Bat chap nhiing 16i thé
thot gian tra, 14y Troi, 1dy Phat, hay lay
xe muoi banh lam nhan chiing. Cho dén
mot ngay kia...
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Cho dén mot ngay kia...

Bay gid troi da gan toi. Mot quan
nhan do6i chiéc m ndi mau doé da bién
thanh mau nau dat thd, di doi giay cao c6
chi thay nhiing bun dat pht ngoai, ngudsi
quan nhan budc vao tiém dua mot ngén
tay tré mét moi lén vanh mi ra dau chao
quen thudc.

— Chu Ba.

— Thay Tu, ngoi choi.

Thay Tu khong ngoi, diing bén quay
phan van c6 diéu kho néi. Cha tiém
nhudng mat 1én cho dgi, vé trinh trong
nhu doan trudc vu lam an bat lgi. Hai
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bén im ldng. Mot lic sau ngudi quan
nhan md&i ngdp ngling:

— Chu Ba, sang hom qua vg t6i c6
dén chu...

Im ldng. Ti€éng noi ngap ngling ti€p
tuc mot minh:

— Vo t6i ¢o gti chu sgi day chuyén...
thang chau n6 dau, mai khong khoi, di
bénh vién Nhi dong, phai mua mau... chu
giup it tién... tiéu hét... khong may ra ve,
bi xe dung, nhe thoi... vé nha méi bing
huyét, suot dém... saing vao bénh vién Tu
D1, e kho song... ban t6i goi dién thoai,
toi vé ngay, gap vg toi... bac si bdo khong
qua dugc dém nay...

Ngudi quan nhan nghen 16i, nhiing
giot nuéc mat in ddu ngodan ngoeo trén
bd mdt phong suong. Nhung chu tiém
van im lang. Khach c6 nén long, hit ha
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nhé nhe. R6i lai néi mdt minh:

— Trudc khi chét, vo toi ao udc mot
diéu... sgi day chuyén mat ngoc that ra
khong diang bao nhiéu, nhung ctia me
han cho han, bén kia mat ngoc cé hinh
ba cy. Vg t6i muon thay ba cu trude khi
chét...

Nguoi quan nhan ngtinglai, li€c nhin
chu Ba do xét. Nhung ngudi chu tiém
van khong noi gi. Van cha dgi. Tiéng noi
mot minh sut sui dau dén:

— Toi, vé gap... Va lai gan cudi thang,
chua c6 luong... tdéi dén noi véi chy,
xin chd, van chd, cho téi mugn sgi day
chuyén... cho vg t6i dugc yén long nham
mat.

ROi tudn ra mot mach, c6 gang thuyét
phuc sau cung:
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— Toi guii chu thé quan nhan, thé linh
luong... Toi gtii chu hét moi gidy to. Ca
nhiing huy chuong nay. Mang song cua
toi, nhat dinh to6i phai trd lai.

No6i doan, tai té cho dgi. Mot thé ky
sau chu tiém maéi cat 16i:

— Thay Tu, c6 Tu gui tdi sgi day lay
bon ngan dong.

— Hai ngan. Vg t6i n6i c6 hai ngan.

— Bon ngan!

— Vang, thi bon ngan.

—Tién 16i mot thang tdm tram, thanh
bon ngan tam.

— Véang, vang thi bon ngan tam. Chua
lam on...
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— Khong dugc dau, thay Tu oi! Toi
lam gi c6 tién. To6i cam giup, t6i v€ nop
cho 6ng chut.

— Chu néi vé6i 6ng chu giap toi.

- Khong dugc dau! Ong cha di
Hudéng Coodng, dau thang sau mai vé...

Nguoi quan nhén hiéu hét, biét hét,
rang khong con hy vong gi. Cap mat
md 1é cti xudng tui 4o, cd tay, ngodn tay.
Chiéc but may dugc rut ra, chiéc dong
ho ctt dugc thao khoa... chiéc nhan dang
dugc ludn ra dot gita. Thi chu tiém da
hiéu ngay:

— O, cay but nay xua qud, ban nam
chuc khong ai mua dau.

— Nhung day la but Parker ma. Nam
ngoai to6i dugc Tong thong ting, nghe
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ndi gid ng6t bon ngan. Pay c6 khac chii
tdng, con day...

— O g, cay but xua, cai dong ho chac
hu roi, chiéc nhan chac vang ma...

— Vang that, chu tht coi...

— O thoi, toi né thay, gitip cho thiy
ndm tram dong, con bon ngan ba...

Tén cha tiém dot nhién ngung bat.
Ngudi quan nhan ngac nhién, nhin theo
tia mét long lanh cia hdn. A, chiéc nhan!
Chiéc nhan deo 6 ngon gitia tay phai kia,
anh da quén mat no... Nhung du c¢6 nhé
cing chang thé nao...

— O, chiéc ca rd ngoc bich!

Nguoi quan nhén vdi quay mat nhan
vao long tay.
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— O, c4i mit ngoc bich chic hin d6
gia. Bay gid, Huéng Coong thiéu gi ngoc
gia, dep hon ngoc that. Ngoc gia khong
dang gi hét...

Dén lugt tén cht tiém no6i mot minh:

— Ngoc gia, t6i cling c6 nhiéu. Moi
khi giap d& ba con. Toi giti ho cho khoi
mat. Thay Tu ra tran, khong sg nguy
hiém sao. Toi that toi nghiép hoan canh
cua thay. Thoi, t6i bang long thé nay.
Thay dua cay but, cai dong ho... A, ma
thoi, toi nghiép thay, toi git ho thay lay
gi dung? Thoi, t6i bang long. Chiéc ca ra
khong ddng gi. Thay dua cho t6i, toi tra
sgi day cho c6, 1a xong hét. Chiéc ca ra
that khong dang gi...

Ngudi quan nhan bong tram giong,
n6i minh bach tiéng mot:
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— Cha Ba Triéu Chau! C6 phai cha
noéi chiéc ca ra nay khong dang gi khong?

— Phai, phai do. Toi thé ma! Toi noi
sai, Trdi cho xe...

Ngudi quan nhan xua tay:

— Khong phai thé! Khong phai theé,
chu nhéc lai 14 du.

— Toi nhac lai, chiéc ca ra khong dang
mot trdm dong. Toi toi nghiép thay co
ma...

Ngudi quan nhan lai xua tay:

— Cht ¢6 chic chan bang long chiéc
ca rd nay khong?

- Bang long. T6i bang long ma!

Tén cha tiém roi rit mé mot ngan
ta, lay chiéc day chuyén dua cao lén.
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Ngudi quan nhan gio tay don ldy. Han
giat minh, thu lai d€ bat giao chiéc ca ra
trugc. Nhung khong hiéu lam thé nao
chiéc nhan da lot dugc vao ngdn tay han.
Chiéc nhan bdng vang, cham tr6 hét stic
tinh vi, hinh mot con ran ba dau, moi dau
la mot vién ngoc bich sang lap lanh. Con
mat chuyén mon ctia Ba Tiéu da thay
chi mot chiéc nhan khong ciing dang gia
tram ngan néu gap tay lao luyén. Khong
ké ba vién ngoc... Sudt doi kinh nghiém,
han chua hé thay vién ngoc bich nao sang
cho6i nhu hot xoan... Ca chiéc nhan, phai
triéu bac! Phai hai triéu!

Tén chu tiém, bay gid, chi muon
tong thay Tu ra khoi ctia. Ra khoi ctia la
hét doi. Nhung ngudi quan nhan cé vé gi
luu luyén, khong muon di ngay.

— Chu Ba Triéu Chau! Toi nhac lai:
cd that y cha mudn lay...
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Ba Tiéu cuong quyt, khong nhan
thay giong noi thay doi, day de doa, day
thuong xo6t.

— Thoi, khoi nhac, khéi nhac. Toéi da
bdo tdi toi nghiép thay co ma!

— Nhung t6i muon...

— Khong muoén gi ntia hét. Toi doi
thé 1a thiét quad roi, Chiéc ca ra khong
dang gi. Toi noi sai, Trdi cho xe...

— Khoi thé! Khéi thé! Toi chi muodn
bdo trudc...

— 'Thoi, khong phai bdo trudc bdo
sau gi... Toi mét qud, muon di nghi ngay
bay gig..

— Nhung du sao t6i ciing phai noi.
b6 1a moét 161 nguyén. Toi danh tran
ngoai Trung, c6 ngudi con gai Cham
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bi ngoai quoc hiép, téi dén ctiu, nhung
mudn qua. Co ta can ludi chét. Trudc
khi chét chuyén chiéc ca ra vao tay toi.
L&i nguyén do 1a...

— Thoi, thoi! Thay vé di, ¢6 cho. Toi
doéng ctia tiém, di nghi lién bay gio.

— Nhung con 16i nguyén! Chu phai
nhan...

— Dugc r6i! Toi nhan hét cho thay!
Thai budi nay mal...

Ba Tiéu ding lén, vong ra phia
ngoai dong ctia. Ngudi quan nhan cd
niu tay han, nhung han vung thodt ra,
lot vao phia trong cta. Canh ctia dong
xam lai. Cai thang sat bac ngang, thém
mot 6 khda that 16n. Roi di vao. Ba Tiéu
chi lang dang nghe tiéng bén ngoai nodi
gl nhu «ai hai tdi... n6 tu giét né»... Han
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biu moi, nhé phet bai nudc miéng xuong
nén gach bong.

A

That ra thi thuong si Hoa, ngudi
quen thudc goi anh thu Tu, khong biét
rd hdn tdc dung huyén bi ctia chiéc ca ra
ngoc bich ra sao. Ngudi con gai Cham
dang thuong va dang trong ay khong hé
thdo no ra khoi ngon tay dé dua cho anh.
Chinh chiéc nhan, khong biét bang cach
nao, tu ludn vao ngon tay anh. Va ciing
chinh vi th€ ma anh tin 16i c6 gai: «Thay
tot lam. Em phu ho cho thay. Cai ca ra
nay, em chuyén cho thay. N6 bao v¢ thay,
néu thay tot. N6 giét thay néu thay xau.
Dia nao lam hai thay, né tu giét no». bé
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mot 161 nguyén, Thugng si Hoa nua tin,
ntia ngd, khong biét [am gi hon dé noéi
cho Ba Triéu Chau biét ro.

Va lai, c6 biét r6 han cting khong tin.
Va lai c6 tin cling quda muon. Ba Tiéu
dong ctia r6i trd vé cho ci, bat ngon dén
sang choi trén mat ban, dinh lay chiéc
nhan ra xem lai. Nhung khong hiéu vi
sao no chat khu mot noi, du Ba Tiéu co
gang cach nao cling khong doi chd ci.
Tén cht tiém hoi s& s¢g. Nhung c6 1é tai
dot tay cta han phong lén, vay saing mai
thong tha ro6i xét lai. Con bay gio, ban tay
ddt up trén mat ban, ba vién ngoc siang
nhu ba mdt trdi xanh biéc. Vién ngoc
that la lung, c6 thé la kim cuong xanh.
Neéu thatla kim cuong xanh, nghe 16i don
dai, gia con cao hon kim cuong den, gap
tram lan kim cuong trang. Ba vién kim
cuong xanh cé thé téi tram triéu dong.
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Tén cha tiém rung minh, lai thay hoi s6
sg. SO tién 16n qua, dén dé dang, bat ngo.
May man 16n qua cting dang lo ngai.

Nhung tién van la tién chu! Ba Triéu
Chéau ngam nghia chiéc ca ra dén chan
mat, r6i méi tha dai nhu tiéc ctia khi thu
ban tay lai, bat ddu vao viéc. Tinh todn
s6 sdch, sdp xép gidy bac cho phang phiu,
thanh loai, bang dau duoi. Xong dau do,
lay day thun cét lai thanh mot md, sang
mai cho tai cong dem gutii vao ngan hang.
Cong viéc, bao gic cling thé, bat ddu bang
nhting gidy ng.

"Toi tén la... cdn cuébc so... ngay va
noi cdp... va vg téi la... can cudc so... ngay
va noi cdp..., cung ngu tai... lam gidy nay
nhdn cé vay cua ong... ngu tai... mon bai
s0... ngay... mon tiéen MUOI TAM NGAN
DONG, han siu thing phdi trd di. Tai



28 | Nyt Migralp G

Sai Gon ngay... thdng... nam... Mo diém
chi, thi Mo diém chi'.

Piém chi la mot phat minh ctia Ba
Tiéu. Ngudi ngay xua tai gidi hon ngudi
ngay nay. Chii ky con gia dugc, con phai
kién nhau chan méi phan biét dugc. Con
diém chi, may nghin triéu nguoi cé may
nghin triéu vé€t ngon tay khac nhau. Ba
Tiéu mim cudi. To gidy ng nay bao dam
cho s0 tién tam ngan dong chan, cho vay
trén mot thung do st cd, khong dugc
ghi vao gidy t6 — ngudi can tién phai tin
vao chu tiém. Ba Tiéu mim cudi. Hin
rut mot di€u thudc quan ti€p vu dit vao
khoé moi, tay phai mdc cai bat lua.

Xoach, bat Itta chdy md md& duédi anh
dién. Ba Tiéu dua bat Itta 1én dau diéu

thuoc. Nhung kia, sao no lai di vé phia
to gidy ng, ngon ltia bén vao to gidy rat
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nhanh. Ba Tiéu md& to hai mat. Thé nay
1a nghia ly gi. Tai sao minh lai dot to giay
dé. Tai sao... Trong khi Ba Tiéu con ngat
ngu kinh hoéng, ban tay phai cia han
da budng cai bat ltta xuong mdt ban, va
nhéat thém mot t& gidy ng khac ndi vao
to dang chay.

Ba Tiéu cuong quyt, x0 ghé ding
lén. Ban tay trdi tha t¢ gidy chdy gan
hét xuong dat. Ba Tiéu muodn cti xudng
nhdt, nhung ban tay phai da ném ngon
Itta bung bung vao ngan kéo dé giay bac.
Ban tay trai dua ra, dinh nhat, thi bi ban
tay phai hat manh vdng ra ngoai.

Ba Tiéu chot nghi ra. Thoi nguy roi,
cai nhan no chiém cd, né chi huy ban tay
phai. Cé ai thay chuyén ky quai nay bao
gio. Co ai ké cau chuyén ky quai nay bao
gi®. Chiéc ca ra lam chu ban tay. Bay gi6
no xi€t chdt vao dén xuong, dau budt.
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Y dinh ctia né that r6 rét: nd mudn pha
huy tai san nay, mo hoi nudc mat ctia bao
nhiéu nguoi trong thién ha, ma Ba Tiéu
cd cong gom gop lai.

Nhung d4u c6 thé Ba Tiéu chiu thua
mot cach dé dang. Han d6 mo hoi tran,
tran tran ding yén, miéng lam bam ké
hoach. Ban tay trai bat thinh linh chop
dugc c6 tay phai, nam chat, ghi chat vao
bung. Nhung trén doi c6 may ai thudn
tay trai hon thuan tay phai. Nén ban tay
phai ctia Ba Tiéu thoat ra dugc dé dang.
N6 quo nét mé gidy ng ném vao trong
ngan kéo dang chdy do hiing huyc. Sau
dd, nd tho vao lung Ba Tiéu lan lay chum
chia khda cai noi cap quan. Ban tay trai
c6 gianh lay khong dugc.

Ba Tiéu viia dau long viia uat han.
Han thét lén:
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— Tao giét may! Tao chdt may!

Han nhé dén thanh kiém c6, bén hét
stic, cia mot anh chang that nghiép dem
cam lay tién vé hut sach. Han chay vao
can nha trong, dung tay trai nhac thanh
kiém ra khoi gia g6, dung hai dui kep lay
vO, rut ra danh xoat. Lugi kiém xanh,
lanh dén ma Ba Tiéu. Hin mim mdi,
quac mat, khoa thanh kiém Ién. Khén
nodi ban tay phai lach vao phia trong, tré
ngugc ra, nam ngay dugc doc kiém, giat
manh, phéng danh vut va cam phap vao
btic binh phong son mai vé may c6 gai
nhén nho trén cau Thé Huc.
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D

Troi vé khuya, chu Ba Triéu Chau
ngodi guc dau bén cai th sat md toang ctia,
rong khong. Bao nhiéu s6 sach, gidy to,
bi mét ban tay phai dot hét. Dong tro 16n
nam gitta nha con 4m i khoi ciing nhu
cai ban chdy mét ntia con than do hong.

Ba Tiéu dau dén, kinh sg khong thé
nao ndi thanh 16i dugc. Nhung du sao sy
pha hoai méi c6 mot phan, nhu bot nude.
Tai san ctia Ba Tiéu, nghia la phan 1én
nhat ctia tai san cua han, la nhing thi ma
mot ban tay khong pha huy dugce. Nha,
dat, tau bién, xe hai chay do cac tinh...
Va lai, chi can dén sdng mai, Ba Tiéu sé
goi may dua con vé, ra 1énh cho chung
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tréi bo chung lai, r6i dung Itta ma dot,
kim ma cdp, kéo ma cat chiéc nhan khon
nan va ma quy nay. Hodc cung lam thi
chdt mot ngdn tay, moét ban tay, cd canh
tay. Ba Tiéu con manh lam, khong chét
déu. Chiéc ca ra phai chét. Chi c6 viéc 16t
lay ba vién ngoc. Mot ban tay, mot tram
triéu, thi€u gi ké mudn doéi khong dugc.
Mot canh tay cling con 161 nhiéu.

Nhung bat chot cai ban tay ghé gém
ay lai cii dong. Kinh nghi¢m may gio
chién dau xui Ba Tiéu nham mat lai. Xem
may khong c6 mat tao, may lam duogc gi.
Lam dugc gi. Ban tay cti dong, co kéo cd
ngudi Ba Tiéu, khong ding lén khong
dugc. Ban tay s¢ lan trén mat tudng, bat
budc Ba Tiéu di vé phia mac do. Khi dén
noi, nd lan lan véi 1én cao, mdc trong tui
lay cay but nguyén ti va quyén so. Ba
Tiéu nham mat khong nhin, rong dau
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khong nghi. Ban tay gio di gio lai tling
td. Mai nhu thé, Ba Tiéu s6t rudt. hé mat
thodng nhin, vliia gdp nhiing trang giay
trang. Ban tay duing lai, cam lay but, bat
dau vieét:

"T6i la Trinh Chdn, 51 tudi, chu tiém
cdm do binh dan Nhan Dao, tuyén bo
rang tdt cd cdc con ng cua toi dugc thoi
khong trd. Nhitng mén do cua ho, chiéu
theo bién nhan, héa don, hodc hai ngudi
lam chiing, déu dugc trd vé cho ho vé diéu
kién. Tdt cd cdc tai san chim va ndi ctia
toi, dugc bién chép ddy du trong cuén so
dat tai ngan hang Mo, sé tuy theo su phdn
phoi cia nha cdm quyén, dugc chia déu
cho cdc hoi tii thién tai do thanh. To gidy
nay dugc viét trong liic t6i hoan toan tinh
tdo, va toi chét la theo y mudn cua toi,
khong ai co trach nhiém gi hét".



Ot @ B i ] 35

Viét r6i ky. Hai con mat ngo ngén
nhin theo. Cdi gi ma cho hét. Cai gi ma
toi chét, khong ai chiu trach nhiém gi. A,
thé nay thi qud 1am. N6 dinh giét t6i day.
Nhung t6i khong mudn chét. Co ai nghe
ndi ban tay nao giét cht bao gic. Cé ai ké
ban tay nao giét cht bao gid. Ca mdt doi
nguoi, dé dang gi thua né. Vat mot cai,
ban tay trung thanh vo dugc to gidy, xé
toac ra, dua nhanh lén cho hai ham rang
can chat, d€ nd xé, xé cho nat, cho that
nat.

Ban tay phai can cu viét lai t& khéc.
Méi viét xong, viia budng but xuodng,
td gidy da bi ban tay trdi vo nat, dua
lén mi¢éng. Hai lan, ba lan. Sau lan thu
ba, ban tay phai khong viét nita. N6 bat
thinh linh cao anh n6 moét cai nén than,
mong tay dai nhon khién cho mau ri
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ngay trén mu ban tay trdi. Roi ban tay
pham 16i nguyén vung 1én, dudi bat tay
kia. Ba Tiéu biét y dinh cua nd, tim hét
cach giau trong cap quan, qudt ra phia
sau lung, dua ra xa. Két qua ban tay trai
van bi bat, bi bép van, cho dén khi Ba
Tiéu thay dau nhu la dot trong vai: ca
canh tay buong thong, gay lia, khong cti
dong dugc nia.

Ban tay phai can cu viét lai to di chuc
khac cho Ba Tiéu. Xong dau day, no rut
thanh kiém ra khéi bic binh phong.
Thanh kiém quay ngugc dau, dit mai
nhon vao dudi vu trai. Trude khi lugi
kiém lut gitia hai xuong sudn that ngot,
Ba Tiéu con trong thay ba vién ngoc
xanh chdi lén mot tha anh sang khong
c6 trén doi, mot thd anh sang dia nguc
hay diém son nao. Nhung dén khi Ba
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Tiéu quy xuong, trudc khi tim nglting
dap, han thoang nhin nhu ca chiéc ca r4,
v6i ba vién ngoc, khong con 6 tay han.

0.

Thuogng s Hoa qua mot dém vat va
trong nom cho ngudi vg, mai gan sang
mdi thi€p di, mai gan tdm gid mdai suc
tinh. Anh ddo gidc nhin vg anh nam
trén giuong, hai ma c6 phan nao tuoi
tuoi trd lai. Nho troi phat, chi Hoa ¢6 co
qua khdi. Thugng si Hoa co hai chan, vin
tudng dung lén. Mot chut gi viéng ban
gitia ban tay va tudng gach. Hoa nhan ra
chiéc ca ra da tré ve. Nhiing vién ngoc
mau xanh le 16i nhung diu ém, day vé
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diéu cgt thidn mat. Thugng si Hoa tu
nhién thay thoai mai trong long. Con
nguy khon da qua. Chiéu hém nay anh
sé di qua tiém cua Ba Tiéu xem Vi sao
chiéc nhan lai hoan vé ¢6 chu.

Nguyén Manh Cén












