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LE MARDI GRAS - NEW ORLEANS

Nam 1981 dén cu-ngu ¢ New Orleans, Louisiana
dugc di xem cdc “Pam-Ruéc” trong Lé Mardi Gras
rat 12 vui va nhon-nhip. L& 4y phét-xuét tir Phép,
sao lic ¢ Paris tdi chua bao-gid thdy lam 16n nhu
thé nay ?

Xem lai to bdo ndi vé “lich-sit” cua Mardi Gras &
day méi ro:

Nim 1699 dng Iberville nha tham-hiém Phdp, khi
dén khoan 60 dim phia Nam vi-tri ciia New Orleans
ngay nay thi cim trai tai d6 va ong nhan ra ngay 4y
1a 3 thang 3 ding ngay Mardi Gras nén goi noi cim
trai 12 “Point du Mardi Gras”. Tuy nhién 1é Mardi
Gras c¢6 tir lau trudec 1699: né phét-xudt tir 18
Lupercalia. mot 18-hoi “dn-nhau bé-tha” vao thang 2
& La-Ma. Céc “Cha” Cong-Gido biét 1a khong thé
nao tach roi cac “con-chién” moi vao dao ra khoi
cai “tuc-1&” éy duoc nén nén maéi tim céch dua 18 éy
vio vong cdng-gido. L& Mardi-Gras tir d6 1a ngay
Hoi “Vui va Hudng-Thy” trude khi budc vao “Mua
Chay”. Cai tén Mardi Gras (M§ dich la Fat
Tuesday) c¢6 céi Y-nghia d6 !

Sau khi New Orleans thanh mot thanh-phd ngoai-
bién ndm 1718 trudc Mua Chay (Lent) c6 mot ngay
t6-chirc “nhay dam va dn-nhau”. Vao khoang 1750
6 noi 1am 18 rat 16n. Dudi thoi Phép cai-tri “nhay-
dam deo mat na” rat thinh-hanh, nhung sau d6 khi
New Orleans qua tay nguoi Tay Ban Nha thi cdc
nha cdm quyén Spanish cdm. Sy cAm déan d6 tlep—
tuc sau khi New Orleans thanh mot thanh- pho cua
M$-Qubc nim 1803, nhung dén 1823 thi nhiing

Phan Dinh Tang

nguoi dan gbc Phap My goi la Creoles lan duoc céc
Thong-Dbc My nén 18 “nhay-dam deo mit na” dugc
cho phép, va 4 niam sau thi “nhay-ddm deo mit na”
tré nén “hop-phap”.

Bit dau thé-ky thir 19 dan-ching 1am 18 Mardi Gras
gém nhiing ngudi deo mat-na di bg, di xe ngua hay
i ngua, di dién trén cic ngd phd. Sau d6 vi xdy ra
nhiéu vy “bao-dong” trong khi hanh- 1¢ nén cic co-
quan truyén-thong kéu goi cham—du:t Mardi Gras.
May thay, trong liic dy c6 mot to chure do sdu nguoi
goi 12 “Cowbellians” thudng to-chirc ngay 18 “New
Year Eve” & Mobile (Alabama) tir nam 1831 da ctru
Mardi Gras bang cich t-chic mot hoi goi Ia
“Comus” nam 1857. Td-chirc éy da dua lai luat-
phdp va dung- dan cho Mardi Gras, chimg to 1a c6
thé vui-choi trong moi-truong ton-trong luat- phap
va 1&-nghi. Hoi d6 da dit tén cho cdc cude dlen—
hanh “parades”, 1am ra céc tidu-biéu cho cdc “xe
hoa” va “céc y-phuc va mat-na cho cic nhan-vat
“chu-toa” mdi Parades.

Mot hai tudn 1& trudc ngay Mardi Gras mdi ngay
déu c6 dién-hanh mot hay nhiéu parades. Pén ngay
Mardi Gras thi tit ca Parades déu dién-hanh. Cic
parades khong chi thu-hep trong Orleans Parish ma
lan rOng ra cdc parishes lan-can nhu Jefferson
Parish, St. Bernard Parish, St. Tammany Parish
v..v.. C6 tat ca gan 100 cdi parades. (- Louisiana
thay vi goi la county thi goi la parish).

L& Mardi Gras nim 2003 c6 chuong-trinh dién-
hanh (parades) nhu sau:
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Thir Sdu 21 thang 2:

CLEOPATRA: Westbank, 6 gio' 30 chiéu
OSHUN: Uptown, 6 gio 30 chiéu
ATLAS: Metairie, 7 gio chiéu

EVE: Mandeville, 7 gio chiéu
GLADIATORS: Chalmette, 7 gio chiéu
PYGMALION: Uptown, 7 gid 30 chiéu

Thir Bay 22 thang 2:

ALADDIN: Westbank, trua
PONTCHARTRAIN: Uptown, trua
SHANGRI-LA: Uptown, 1 gio chiéu
OLYMPIA: Covington, 5 gio 30 chiéu
CAESAR: Metairie, 6 gio chiéu
SPARTA: Uptown, 6 gio chiéu
PEGASUS: Uptown, 6 gio 45 chiéu
MONA LISA: Slidell, 7 gio tbi

Chua-Nhat 23 thang 2:

ALLA: Westbank, trua

CARROLLTON: Uptown, trua

DIONYSUS: Slidell, 12 gid 30 chiéu

KING ARTHUR: Uptown, 1 gid 15 chiéu
BARDS OF BOHEMIA: Uptown, 2 gid 30 chiéu
RHEA: Metairie, 2 gid 30 chiéu

MERCURY: Metairie, 4 gi¢ chiéu
CENTURIONS: Metairie, 5 i 30 chiéu

Thur Ba 25 thang 2:

ANCIENT DRUIDS: Uptown, 6 gios chiéu
MORPHEUS: uptown, 6 gio 45 chiéu

Thr Tu 26 thang 2:
SATURN: Uptown, 6 gio chiéu
MUSES: Uptown, 6 gi¢ 45 chiéu
THOR: Metairie, 7 gio chi€u

Thir Nam 27 thang 2:
BABYLON: Uptown, 5 gio 45 chiéu

CHAOS: Uptown, 6 gior 30 chiéu
EXCALIBUR: Metairie, 7 gio chi€u
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Thir Sdu 28 thing 2:

HERMES: Uptown, 6 gio chiéu
d’ETAT: uptown, 6 gio 30 chiéu
SELENE: Slidell, 6 gi¢r 30 chiéu
APHRODITE: Chalmette, 7 gi¢ chiéu
AQUILA: Metairie, 7 gid chiéu
ORPHEUS: Mandeville, 7 gi¢ chiéu

Thur Bay 1 thang 3:

BUSH: Bush, 9 gio sdng

NOMTOC: Westbank, 11 gio 30 sang
IRIS: Uptown, trua

ULYSSES: Westbank, 12 gio 30 chiéu
LUL: Luling, 1 gid chiéu
TOWAHPASAH: Reserve, 1 gio chiéu
TUCKS: Uptown, 1 gio chiéu
WRECKS: Springfield, 1 gid chiéu
MCCA: Bogalusa, 2 gio chiéu
ENDYMION: Uptown, 4 gid 30 chiéu
ISIS: Metairie, 6 gid chiéu

Chia Nhat 2 thang 3:

OKEANOS: Uptown, 11 gio sidng
THOTH: Uptown, 11 gi¢ 30 sdng
ADONIS, Westbank, trua
duMONDE: Laplace, 1 gio trua
MID-CITY: Uptown, 1 gi¢ 30 chiéu

DES ALLEMANDS: Des Allemands, 2 gio

chiéu

TCHEFUNCTE: Madisonville, 2 gid chiéu

BACCHUS: Uptown, 5 gi¢' 15 chiéu
NAPOLEON: Metairie, 5 gio 30 chiéu

Thtr Hai 3 thang 3:

PROTEUS: uptown, 5 gio 15 chiéy
ORPHEUS: Uptown, 5 gio 45 chiéu
ZEUS: Metalrle 6 glor 30 tdi

cho chudi hot, ddng-tién gia
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“Thir Ba Béo” (Mardi-Gras) 4 thdng 3:

ZULU: Uptown, 6 gio 30 sidng
LIONS/COVINGTON: Covington, 10 gio sang
ARGUS: Metairie, 10 gio sdng
JEFFERSON: Metairie, sau ARGUS
ELKS JEFFERSONIANS: Metairie, sau
JEFFERSON
REX: Uptown, 10 gi¢ sang
ELKS ORLEANIANS: Uptown, sau REX
CRESCENT CITY, Uptown, sau ELKS
GRELA: Westbank, 11 gi¢ sang
CHOCTAW: Westbank, sau GRELA
FOLSOM: Folsom, 11 gi¢ 30 sédng
SKUNKS/CHAHTA: Lacombe, 1 gio trua

Tuy 1& Mardi Gras 16n nhu vdy nhung tdi chi di
xem vai 1an lic méi dén New Orleans sau d6 thi
thdi trir phi c6 ban-be hay ba con ¢ xa dén xem 18
thi din ho di cho biét. C6 vai ong My ddng-nghiép
thuong dén nha ba con ban-be ¢ dudng St. Charles
lam tiéc ngoai troi va xem dién-hanh Mardi-Gras.
Céch to-chirc Mardi Gras khong hop so-thich toi vi
minh chi di xem nguoi khic bidu-dién ma khong cé
dip tham-gia nhu nhing 18 & Phdp: trai gdi kéo ra
nhay dam ngoai duong, dn nhau, xem dlenﬁv

hon nhiéu. Tuy vdy nim uol ta A
nhon-nhip stra-soan. Di xem
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Hoa Phrgng

Phurong hong khoi déy tudi tho
Ruee troi hoa buom, mong mo tuyét voi
Nhé ta do trang choi voi
Téc thé bay vady, nhan loi biét Ly
Tiéng ve tdu khiic phan ky
Puong doi van néo, mia thi dén roi
Chia tay, vicong van, boi hoi:
Biét ai cham dirt quéng doi hoc sinh
Biét ai quan ngii déing trinh
Biét ai phdo do thuyén tinh vu quy
Tuéi doi gan "cé lai hy"

Nhin hoa, van thdy nhiing gi bang khudng.

VQH

R\J M@?’QM@M

Ndng muea la chuyén ciia troi
Nho quén la tat cua nguoi cao nién
Xin dimg qud nhé vi tién
Ma quén sdch vo thanh hién sao nén.
Hay tim cdi nho trong quén
Nhé on, nhé nghia 16 tién Lac Hong.

Trich tho ciia Viét Cwong - Luu TAn Tam

Vé qué, em da san sang
Chot nghe anh da ron rang vui lay
Xin em giup ho viéc nay
Hay vé tham lai luéng cay nuwong ddu
Rugng xanh, con ngdt twoi mau?
Nuong ddu, dong chudi con cau hué tinh?
Mdi cong, tham ho mdi dinh
Ngdm bay thon nit xinh xinh diy dang
Nho thu hinh anh hoi lang
Bo dé chup dnh chiéu vang bén song
Cau cao, cuon gidi trau khong
Sdo diéu ving tleng, ménh mong néo vé
Cho lang, ném ho qua qué
Bdnh da, bdanh diic, bdnh ké, bdanh day
Pau thon, nhé chup qudn gay
Vi anh, uéng hé bdt day ché tuoi
Nghe dum ga gdy choivoi
Thu tiéng cu gdy dit hoi gon buon
Ngay Ngadu gio kép mua don
Madi tranh thu ho giot buén vu vo
Néu dém con tiéng vong dua
Loi ru ndo nudt ngay xua néu con
Hay thu vao cuon bang con
Dé anh nghe, do héo hon rudt tam
Nhung em o1, cho di tham
Ham chéng, ma tau nhdc ndm hdn thii
Dung di tham nhitng mat khu
Hé bom, cau gdy ,nha i, kém gai
Quén di con dc mong dai
Hay dem vé My canh mai tuoi nong
Hdi divm mdy nhdnh phuong hong
Dé anh uép dep trang long nhé qué

Vii Qay Héo
6/20/2000 nhan ngay Thu-Cuc vé thim VN



