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Thé Thudng
Thang Tram
Quan Mac Van?

BUI PUC HOP

Gié lanh thiu xuong tir phuong Béc tran vé, han-
thir biéu co lai & con s6 19 d6 F. Lan dau tién trong doi,
t61 nhan duoc thiép mimg sinh-nhat véi con s6 60 chiém
£an tron trang gidy cia mdt ngudi ban cd ién Selma, thi-
vi nhu chuyén uyén-uong giy canh cua Kahlil-Gibrar.

Cling mot ngay, t6i nhan duge thu yéu-cau viét bai
cta Ban Phu-trach LTCC, gom 28 cau hoi ggi § vé qud-
khit, hién-tai, ciing nhu tuong-lai. Au ciing 1a mot dip
dé to1 on lai ching dudng da qua va ude mudn chan
duong sé tdi, trong khi thudng-thife &m tra dau xuén.

Sau 35 ngay troi dat trén bién Dong va 6 thing séng
lay-14t trén hai dio, t6i di dit chan lén diat My vao dip
Lé Giang-sinh nam 1979. Bao néi kinh-hoang con han
trén mat, ban-bé duc téi ndp don thi PE vi chi con mét
tuin nita 12 hét han. D& kip du thi vio thang 4/ 1980,
moi ngay 101 phai hoc 18 ti€ng khi & nha, khi ngoai cong
vién ving Hollywood rgp bdng ciy, véi biy qua xi
xudng ghé. Nhigu lic t6i hoang-mang va giao-dong dén
ciing do, thi 141 xe ba Ian khong dau! Trude day to6i noi
tiéng 1a “thong-minh va nhd dai”. Gido-su toin dé-nhi-
cap vira doc xong dau d&, t6i di biét bai toan cd nhiing
cau hoi gi. T6i hoc thuoce 1ong “cua dd rit” cua thay
“Mac-ghét-ti” mic-dau 16i xuit-than tir trudng Viét,

Hom thi PE, mot budi sang mai trdi xanh trong viit,
long t6i ron-rang vi dém trude ngli khong duge, khi thay
céc sy-tit khiéng hét thiing sdch nay dén thung sach khéc
vao trudng thi; néng toi thi von-ven chi ¢é 3 tap sdch
cin-ban vé Bé-tong, sdt, gb. Thi xong vao ldc canh vat
hoi-xuén, to6i bén md mot chién-dich nop don xin viéc

ATHOU CONG CHANH

vdi 3 “resumé” hoan-toan khic nhau vé “thanh-tich”.

— Mechanical Engineer (trudc day t6i dam-nhan Ty

Cip-thuy)

— Structural Engineer (trudc day t6i kiém-nhiém Ty
Kién-thiét)

— Civil Engineer (vi t6i da 1a Trudng Ty Cong-
chanh)

Thu gt di ¢6 hang 100, nhung thu hoi am ¢6 thé
dém trén dau ngén tay véi dong chir “over qualified” .
Dao d6 , cdac Hiang & Cali. dua nhan “open house” , toi
nhao vo vira duge “interview” mién phi, vira dugc xem
chd lam viéc cia quy vi k§-su. Qua nhiing ky “inter-
view” , t01 thdy rang nhiing kién-thic chuyén-mon thu-
thap & VN khong gidp t6i duong-dau véi thuc-t€. Toi
quyét-dinh di 1am khong luong cho mot Hing Ky-su Co-
véan tai Glendale. Nhiy vay t61 hoc duge nhieu, nhu biét
trinh-bay cdc ban vé, tinh-todn cac céng-trinh theo quy-
fuat ACI, AISC, ASME va nhat 13 tao cho minh mt
niém-tin khi di “interview”. Phuong-thite “di 1am khéng
lwong dé déi 14y kinh-nghiém” dd dugc truyén day cho
con tOi va chau 61, ¢ hai déu kiém duge “job” t6t.

Mua hé 1980 [3 mia tran-ngdp tin mirng. Téi nhan
duge gidy bio dau PE. Viéc thi diu cha t6i trong mot
thoi-gian 3 thing d3 14 nguon khich-1& cho nhitng AHCC
mudn quay vé nghé cil. Dong-th¥i, nhidu Hing nhu
Bechtel & Norwalk, C.F. Braun & Alhambra, City of
Glendale... da offer viéc cho toi. Téi chon C.F. Braun
vi to1 say m& structural hon 12 mechanical, civil. Hoe
thudc long code 1a sé-trudng cuia tdi, nén trong khi  “in-
terview” toi tudn code dé gidm-khio khong cdn thi-gidy
ma héi nhitng cau hdi khidc. Thude code phai 1 nhimg
ky-su c¢6 kinh-nghiém day minh! phai khong cdc ban?
Hon 2 ném tai Braun, t6i vira lam vira hoc nhimmg k-
thuat thi€t-k& nhe dynamic design, hién-tugng vortex
v.v... hoin-todn xa la d6i véi tdi. Sau mot ndm hoc viée,
toi theo kip nhitng k¥-su ddng-nghiép da ¢6 nhiéu nim
kinh-nghiém. Cudc vui nio rdi cling chéng tan, toi bi
héng cho nghi viéc vao dau nim 1983. Thiy téi ra tho
vao than, nha t81 kbhuyén t6i di New Orleans tim viéc.
Toi cling mudn trd lai tham New Orleans sau 20 nam
xa cach.

New Orleans 1a thanh-ph8 du-lich duge x€p vao
hiang thit tu cia Hoa-ky. New Orleans ¢6 nhigu di-tich
nhat nhu: 1/4 thanh-ph6 1a Old Town (French Quarter)
xdy cach day khodng 200 nam; ciu Pont Chartrain dai
nhat thé-gidi; cau xe lira Huey B. Long cao nhit thé-gidi,
Superdome, Convention Center rong nhit va nhat 12 sea
food, du du-khéck cé khé-tinh dén dau déu cong-nhan



