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Phan Dinh Tang

Ngay 15-12-2012 t6i nhén dugc thi€p chic
Tét cia AH Tran vin Quinh, goi tir Can Tho.
Anh Quinh 12 cyu Truéng Khu CC Can-Tho va
ban ddng-hanh cua t6i khi dit chan vao nudc
My lan dau-tién nim 1961, cach day hon 50
nam.

Khi Vién-Trog My cho anh Quinh va t6i di
"Observation Tour" 3 thang, budc dAu-tién 1a
10 ngay "Orientation" ¢ Washington DC. T6i
nh¢ hai chuyén vui nén ké lai cho cac ban
nghe:

O My c6 phong-tuc cho tién "tip". Anh cup
toc it nhat 1a 25¢c. Néu cho it thi khong nén tro
lai vi c6 thé bi cat dut 16 tai! Nguoi lay tip
nhiéu nhat 13 anh dénh giy, gid chi co 15 cents
ma tip dén 35 cents.

MGt hom anh lai xe bus chd chiang t6i di
xem phd ddu quéa lau, anh hudng-dan thic di
mau vi day 12 S& Thué IRS, ddu l4u s& bi danh
thué!

Sau d6 ho dua ching t6i lén Harrisburg,
thu-d6 cua Pennsylvania. Anh Quinh di tim
mua la-de udng ma khong ¢ vi & day cAm ban
ruou. Anh chi chai root-beer, t61 n6éi do la mot
loai nudc ngot.

O day c6 thd-dan goi 1a "amish" c6 phong-
tuc la 1a khong ding cic may-moéc tan-tién,
khong dung xe hoi ma chi dung xe ngua, khong
ding may git, may sy, chi giit tay roi dem ra
phoi ning!

Méiy anh dua
di xem cac cau gb
Xwa, nay chi dé
lam ky-niém, va
xuong lam
chocolat Hershey.

Sau d6 ho dua chung t6i xudng Tiéu-Bang
mién Nam 13 South Carolina, thu-phu
Columbia. Lén xe buyt ra khdi Harrisburg, anh
Quinh udng la-de tha-gian. Hoi d6 con ky-
thi nén ngudi da mau phai ngdi phia sau xe
buyt. Xe ghé lai tram & Winston Salem, North
Carolina. Tram nﬁy chia ra lam hai, mot bén

St st -
sang sua, mot bén den toi, c6 bang "COLOR
PEOPLE". Tdi ré qua bén phia color people,
anh Quinh néi minh qua bén nay dugc, bén kia
danh cho nguoi da den. T6i ndi qua xem cho
biét. Vao d6 mot anh da mau cam tay toi noi:
"Anh qua bén kia dugc ma". T6i néi: "To6i vao
xem dugc khong ?" Anh tha tay t6i ra. Vao do
do-day hoi-hdm qua, t61 voi di ra ngay.

Pén Columbia ching t6i dugc dua di xem
xa-10 tir b bién Charleston cho dén mién nai
Greenville. MOt hdm anh lai xe ré vao thanh-
phd nho, rdi lai quay lui. Anh giai-thich: "Dan
¢ day xin sua duong ma chua lam dugc, ho
gian-dit ldm, vao d6 c6 thé nguy-hiém".

Sau d6, mdt ngay 1€ anh ché di dy 1& & mot
nha tho Tin-Lanh, va dg mét picnic & mdt noi
rat dep-dé, mat-mé.

Sau 1980 thiy nhiéu thay d6i. Hom nay 21
thang 1 1a 1€ lién-bang Martin Luther King, mot
danh-nhan da mau. Hoi toi con lam cho City of
New Orleans, nhidu nguoi dién-thoai hoi dé dit
tén duong MLK. Ho hoi: "Duong Claiborne c6
phai dai nhdt khong?" Téi noi: "Co thé, vi
duong d6 di tir Jefferson dén St. Bernard
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parishes. Nhung Claiborne 13 vi Théng-Pdc
dau tién cua Louisiana. Theo luat ciia City
khong thé ddi tén cac danh-nhan. Sau d6 ho dbi
mot doan cua duong Melpomene ra Martin

"

Luther King. Mlét- hom toi di theo Thi-Trudng
ra hop ¢ viing d6. Mot anh da mau chi t6i va
n6i: "Toi mudn hoi Department of Streets tai
sao lai dé doc theo dudong MLK mAy thung rac
cong-cong do-day. Cac ngudi co nhiéu Thanh,
chung t61 chi ¢6 mot vi Thanh MLK ma thoi."
Thi-Truong tra 101 thay tdi: "Anh dung hoi
Department of Streets, thung rac 1a cua
Department of Sanitation."

Khi
dong-
huong
VN o
Versailles
xin  dbi
tén  mot
duong
thanh
Saigon
Drive
cling vay. BPuong Alcee Fortier 1a tén ctia mot
su-gia, ho cho d6i mot doan St. Maxent thanh
Saigon Drive.

Tinh Veéu (Ngan (Nam

troi dat chua mién vién
sao em doi thién thu?
tram ndm doi bién chuyén

tinh yéu, huéng dao mu.

dan nhau vao mé tran
khéc cuoi ngay thang du
vang son chen 1an dan

vong tay 4m lao ti

t6t nghiép truong tinh yéu
anh thu khoa dién loan
lira tAm bung ddt thiéu

hanh phuc tran hoan nan

tinh chuyén d4 thanh vang
dau thuong lam hanh phic
giong to ra binh an

nudc mat la bich ngoc

“khi trdi tim biét yéu
ché tru thanh van diéu”
mién dat chét hoang lidu

thanh thién dang huyén diéu

tinh yéu 1a hién dang
chép nhan van 16i lAm
dan duong vé dia nguc
nghe tuyét voi than tam./.

Tram Ca Mau
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